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Interviewre: N, Ivangdcho
Date: Aprdél 15 to 17,1957
Plﬂl}O! I\‘.Y.G a
I.PERSONAL INVENTORN
1., Respondent's name: Code 36-M
2, Age: 31
3.5ex: male
4. Marital status: single
5.Religion: Roman Catholic
6.Birthplace:Pocs
T.Respondent spent most his life in Pecs
8,2t the outbrsak of revoltition respondent lived in Pecs
9.Ever sbroad: Twice to Yugoslavia,Once in 1943 to visit
grandparertsssecond time in 1947 as a member of the
university Wog|¢S Brigade which went Tor volutary re-

construction work,

10, Military service: Served in the Hungarlan army for three
months in the summer of 1951.Attained no rank,

11.Education:After completing gymnasium studies,respondent
tudied six summesters in the Pecs University School of

Law,

12,0coupation: Before 1945 respondent wes a student and was
not employed, From 1945 to 1949 he was & gynasium and
university student. From 1949 to 1951 he was employed as
a welder in 3 a Budapest factory

13.Parents: Mother died of tuberculosis in 1937.5he would be
56 years old if living.Respondent's father is 57 years
old and living in Pecs

1li,Has no brothers or sisters

15, No children

16, Left Hungary November 13,1956

17, Arrived in U.S. December 22,1956
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18, Travels in U.S.: After leaving Cang Kilmer,respondent was
zt Eard College in upper New York State,and,since Feb 16,
n N, Y.C.

19. Immediate plans:At present pespondent is employed by the
Hungarian Federation for Freedom Fighters, He wishes to
fing some part-time job eand to contimue his university
studies.

20.Has not been interviewed by any a»x Western organizations

21.Foreign languages: Studied German in gymnasium for five
years and 1s able to make himself understood. Studied
French 88 for four years and is able to read but not
speak it,

Respondent is a young intellectual of middle class bachground,
Spent five years in prison under the Communist regime. Was set
free just three months before the revolution. Unable to f£ind
any other employment,he went to work in a cosl mine,Intelligent,
gave good regpport. His views,speech,and manners are somewhat
old for his age. Silent,contemplative type,very active during
the revoltuion. His account of revolutionary events is very
interesting in a8 much as it casts light on how the Freedom
Fighters were able totake over in Pecs practically without
firing a shot, Gives an interesting explenation on how and
why workers'councils®were organized. Noteworthy is his
information concerning the smuggling of Free Europe leaflets
into prison camps.
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II. MAJOR SALIENCE AND WARVUP QUESTION

People here in the United States know comparatively little
sbout Hungery,end sbout Central and Eastern Europe. It would
bs necessary to give the Americaen public 2 complete pécture

of the history of our country and of conditions there before
the revolution. In the light of such information they would
be able to understand the aims and purposes of the revolution,
and the reasons for 1ts outbreak.
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III. CHRONOLOGY OF PERSONAL EXPERIEECES,ACTIOIS,ATTITUDES,
AND EXPECTATIONS DURIXMG THE REVOLUTION

A, On October 22,1956 I was in Pecsbanya coal mine,asbout five
killometers from the city of Pecs in southern Hungery. I wes
employed in the coal-ming as & car pusher and lived in the
workers barracks not far from the mine., lothing umisual
hpppened that day. We heard that a Hungarlian goverrment dele-
gation hended by Gerc was in Belgrade conducting diplomatic
negotiastions with the Yugoslav goverment., We thoughh that
perhaps these talks would bring about some political khange,
but we did not even dresm of g revolution or that it would
break out the next day. i

Nothing urusuel happensd even on October 23, Only on the
morning of October 2li,when I woke up in the workers barracks
and switched on the so-called "Molotov Box" (a central radio
receiver with several loud-speskers in several rooms) did I
hear the sound of gun-fire over the radio. The radio also
announced that counter-revolutlonary bands had started a
revolt in Budapest,but that the situation was under control,
and the Hungarlsh armed forces would subdue 1t in short
order, When we heard this we,at first,thought that this was
an insignificant affair of mo gwuak great imporitance., Bub,we
became suspicious when we noticed that the govermment kept
prolonging the time limit for all insurrgents to lay down
the®r srme.

These radio broadcasts were the source of mam much speculation
and ceused considerable excltement smong the workers, When it
came time for the aftermoon shift to go down to the mines,many
miners refused to go down. This in itself was a great thing,
beczuse strict disclpline was mainteined smong the miners,and
refusal to start work on time was condidered a great offense.

At that time I wes a member of the Workers' @ouncils. The
Workers! Councils had been organized about two weeks ago.

Sueh councils were being formed everywhere in Hungary on
instructions from the goverment, The Hungarian govermment
was copying ¥ugoslav's methods and esteblinshing work councils
everwhere in industrial plants and faectories,and also inour
mines/,In order to "make management more democraticl Our shafi
employed about 1500 workers, These slected 70 representetives
to the Workers' Councils. I was one of them. The Workers!
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Counsil,in turn,elected from its members an executive committZee
of ten members. The original purpose of the lWorkers' Councils
was to excercise a certaln degree of conbtrol ofer management,
but,in reality,the whole thing was only a bluff which served to
calm down the dissatisfaction of the workers/ by givang them,

at least on paper, an insight to manegement problems,

The local Barty Becretary and the director of our mine informed
the members of the Workers! Counecil that they should comnsider

it their duty to calm @own the miners who were excited over the
désorders which were still contiming in Budapest. They urged us
to tell the miners that everything would be in order in a short
time and to persuade them to take wp thelr work.

On the afternoon of Ghtober 25 a meeting of all the miners wes
called, Here the Party Secretery and the director held speeches
urging the miners to resume work, One of my close friends,who
died in the fighting after lovember lj,spoke up and said no one
would go down as long es Russian soldiers are murdering our
brothers in Budapest. He pushed the director aside from the
podium and was cheered by the miners,who resolved to go on
gtrike until the Russians left Hungary.

I immediately grabbed the phone and rung up friends at all
shafts in the district of Pecs,and,in a guarter hour,coal
production ceased in the entire Pecs coal basin, The miners
were on strike during the whole revolution. Only mainbtalinance
workg was done in the mines,and,in sll,only fifteen or twerty
carloads were mined for Budapest hospitels,

On Oetobed 25 a large demonstration was held in the city of
Pecs. One or two Freedom Fighters casme down to our city to
incite the crowd against the Communist govermment., There was

" not much need for this,because feellng was very strong against
the Communists and Russians, Some 40,000¢ people took part in
the demonstrationg The meeting was not organized, It started

Y on the mainsquare where loud-speakers hed been rigged up some
time before to spread Communist propaganda. Now,a crowd had
gathered there,léstening excitedly for news from Budapest.
The demonstration started sspontareously. Its outbresk can be
best explained by mass psychology. The crowfd began to shout
the following slogans:"Russkies go home !","Down with Gero",
"We want a new govermment","We want Imre Negy to be prime-
minister". The demonstrators became very excited and started
to tear down Red Stars. An AVH detachment arrived and attempted
to dispurse the crowé, When the crowd @id not heed their order
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to dispurse,they fired first in the air,later at the crowd,
About four people were killed and ten wounded.

This incensed the crowd to such an extent that they wanted

to attack the AVH men with bare herds, However, the commander

of the AVH in Pecs,a colonel by the name of Hradacs,grabbed

the microphone and sddressed the crowd. Eradacs sald that he

warted .to avoid bloodshed and that he too was on the side of
the revolution. To prove this he took down the red star fumm

from his cap and his AVH men did likewise. He amirequested

& that the drowd dispurse and the crowd was naive oemough to

believe Bradacs,and weat home.

Previously,e five man revolutionary committee had been
quickly orgenized and its members were to discuss the
situation with Rradacs. One of my friends was a member of
this committee. Bradacs was willing to reeveive them at AVH
headoquarters,but,instead of talking to them,he had them
lécked up in cells.

The next dey the AVH men put back their red stars and contimed
to patrol the streets, A curfew was announced,ard no one was
allowed to leave his home after dark, There was no sign of the
dgliﬁatign which went to take up negotiations with the commander
0 e AVH.

The mext day I telephoned the AVH and spoke to Bradaes.I told
him that the workers were very furious about the detentlon of
the delegetion which went to take up negotietions with him.I
told him that unless he garanteed to frwe the members of the
delegation immediately,the miners would go into the city end
csuse trouble., The AVH commandew promised to free the dele-
gukian gates immediately.

That dey,from the redio,we heard further details about evenis
in Budspest. The miners chose me as one of the members of a

- delegation of three to go to Party headquarters to discuss the
situation with the local Communists ard with the Party secrefary.

T drafted a fifteen point demand. Our demands were practically
identival with the demands of the university students in Buda-
pest., ShayxarkyxsanktykrsdxsaxsrsixdenExdsxwhizhxuena They con-
tained only several demands which were adapted to the specific
conditions of the local miners, I read these demands to the
miners at our shaft,and they approved,them with cheers. Ve
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found a lithographing machine and prepared severasl hundred
copies of our demanrds,

About noon that day I and two other miners went to the local
Party headquerters in Pecs, We demanded that they get in touch
ikoghk through thelr direct line with the govermment in Buda-
pest and read them our demards.

The Party headquarters building was completely occupded by AVH
forces. A1l of the AH men werse heevily ermed, Heavy machine-
guns were installed in the windows of the building, I and the
other two delegates had the feellng that if we ever got out of
here safely,we could consider ourselves fortunate.

We started haggling.over our demands wl th the local Communists.
It was evident that both sides were fighting for time,

Finelly, the local Party Sesretary agreed to get me the Prime-
Ministers office over his direct wire. I wanted to speak per-
songlly to Imre Nagy,but I was only able to speek with Ferenc
Erdei, He had once ineen Minister of Agriculture,and now I
think he was in charfe of the compulsory surrendering of agri-
cultural crops. I read to him our fifteen points demands over
the talephone. He hed a stenographer take them down in short-
hand, Our demands included the Wl thdrawal of Russian troops
from Hungary,secret elections,neutrality for Hungery,Hungarian
control on the mining of uranium,the improvement of production
of arms,etec.

Ferenc Erdei told me over the phone that he was not the Prime-
Vinister,but was a2ble to promise that the Hungarlan cabinet

would discuss the demands of the university students and the
various workers, He warnded us to keep cool,and give the Rusaians
no cause for intervention. He sald that the Prime Minister was
very busy arnd was unable to come to the phone,but that he would
personally send us a message over the Hungarian resdio,

Ashort time later,among other messeges,the Prime Mimdster
announced over the radio that he accepts our demands. He also
advised us to keep calm.

In the meantime,the miners began to arm themselveam, Thers were
many concealed weapons in our district. Most of these arms had
been found by the miners in 194l and *45 at the end of World
Wer II, Many of them were hunters and had concesgled fire erms
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when the surrendering of fire arms became compulsory. Also,the

Hungarian soldiers who wers assigned to guard the coalmines,
gave us arms ard ammunition. We got very much ammunition and
especially hand-grenades from them,

By October 27 not only the miners,but all industrial plants,

and even the transportation workers in Pecs were on strike.
The street-cars were not running and everyone was out in the
streets,excitedly waiting for news,

A meeting of all the max members of the Workers Councils' in
the Pecs district was called for 9 a.m, mm October 28 at the
Gity Hell, The purpose of this meeting was to elect a county
workers committee. It must be mentioned that when the in-
structions for electing Workers'Councils® had been issued, o
mention was made of forming such county Workers'Councils?,

The initistive to form such a county workers council came from
the workers of a local tool maching factory. This factory had
more than 2000 workers,

Some 700 or 800 Workers'Council members were present at this
meoting., A chief of the AVH and representatives of the army
units in Peca were also present, A few peasant delegations
were also there,

The reports and wotions submitted by the chalrman were very
general and evasive., It wes evident that everyone feared

the AVH which was present, An old miner was the fourth or
£ifth spesker. He got up and said "We are now disoussing
problems which are insignificant, These problems of 1little
importence can be settled labter, Now,the most important thing
is to get the Russians to leave Hungary."

This old worker received much spplause.Until thep no one had
dared spesk openly, As it turned out later,the AVH not only

was present,but took tape recordings of all speeches made at
the meeting.

I was the next spesker, I explained that the revolution had
won a victory in Budgpest. It was high time 1n Pecs to dise
arm the AVH, This wes the first step necessary to create
order in Hungery, Other politicel and economiceal - problems

are of less importarce,and can wait. I also said that under
the existing condltions,the Workers'@ouncil has new problems
to feese, It must take over the local govermment in our county
becsuse the povermment in ‘udapest now was unable %o act,
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I,in my speech,stressed the fact that the AVH could not be
trusted. Three days ago the cormander of the AVH,Colonel
Bradacs,solemnly announced that he was with the revolution,
He betrayed us the very mext day. '

Colonel Bradascs broke down completely, He probabli hed good
intentions and wes an ideglist Communist, Up'til then he
probably thought that he was serving a just ceuse,

The Lt, Col, 051 K@,&. ,2who was the head of the mllitary
science department o e local university,and Lt, Col,Bukszar,
commander of the Kesposvar regiment stationed then in our city,
were present at this meeting as representatives of the ermy,
Major Nemes,the commander of t he Blue Police,but who in reslity
was known to be an AVH officer,represented the Blue Police at
the meeting,

. County

After my speech,as resolutioh was adopted by the/Workers'
Couneil that the AVH should be =@ dissolved and local govern-
ment should be entirely teken over by the NamkapsXxGaumsiXxy
County Workers' Counclls,

The young workers and students who were present at the meeting
guarded the AVH and Police commanders closely,and they were
uncertain whebher they eould get out of the building at all,

The County Workers' Council realized that it was too big and
cumbersome to operate as a body. For this reason it was do-

cided to eleet sub-cormitbtees, I was elected to a commltiee

which was placed in charge of the local radio station,Arother
cormittde wes placed in charge of rewspepers and printing shops,
Functions were thus didided, Special committées and sub-committees
were formed for publie adminiddtretion and for food supplies.

At Lt p.m. the meeting was adjourned and it was decided to resume
the meeting the next day,

Lt, Cols. g;?lguiﬁ;“ and Bukszar,with about twenty other Workers'
Couneil members,were electod to.the exécubive committee of the
County Workers' Council, Tae two army officers took their oath
of office and swore to protect énd defend our county against
invaders., It was evident thateveryone khuwughk meant Russians

by invaders. In this way, the Countjes Workers' Council,which

wes later celled County Revolutlonary Council,gained supreme
control over the entire district,because the armed forces,

two regiments,were at its disposal.
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After the meeting I went to the redio studio and was con-
vinced there wes not mmch need for me there, It was agreed
that in the future the radio station would broadcast only
messages whioh were signed by me. I had a relisble friend
there in the studio,and was comvineced that everything would
funetion to our shtisfaction, : :

That evening I went bmok to the City Hall, The e xdcutive
committee of tlie Workers' Revolutionary County Council was
ati;} ghﬁre. They elected me the secrotary of the executive
commitcben,

About; 20% of the members of the Revolutionary County executive
dommittee were young radicals. 28§ 20% were extremely careful
and gautious. The rest seemed indifferent, I think that perhaps
this seme averaze cen be sald of practically all mevolutlonary
committees in Hungary. :

@mm It was hard o get eny #a work done with some of the membebs,
and they later had to be roplaced by others. For example,one man
wanted compensation for the four teeth which were broken by the
AVHE when he was arrested by the Shem a few months before.But,
fortunately there were many levelheaded people in the Council,
and 1t was able to function efficiently.lin a verg short time,

The young workers and students were the driving force of our
Reveolutionary Council, :

A8 yet,we did not recognige the Imre Nagy goverrment. This

ceme only after November 1, The Bevolutionary Council deemsad

its most important task to protect the county from the Russians
and Communists. We wented to preserve the "achlevements of the
revolution” . For this reason,it was necessary to form a mititia
from reliable workers,policemen,soldiers,and university students.

We saw thet it was necessary to disarm the AVH zs quick ss possible,
When we telked %o Bradacs sbout this,he was unwilling to cowply.

He said he could do this only on instrictions from the Mirister of
the Interior,

We told him that we do not,as yet,recognize the govermment in
Budepest, We want %o kHOkaIEfG!I!EJ end for this reason 1t
would be mery edvisable for him to recell the AVH guards which
were still patrolling the eity., He was umwilling to do this,
but when,et 3:30 AM.,he wanted to leave the council room zt
the Clty Hell,where the mesting was taking place,l %old him
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not to hurry. I instrueted him to teke a telephone and cell
his sscond-in-command at the AVH headguarters,instructing
him to recall,within fifteen mimutes,all guards which were
patrolling the streets, I told him that T sdxbearxunabis
was hardly able to reatrain the miners from eoming to the
éity and attacking the AVH on two previous occasgions,lNow,a
daaese miners were walting at home for wy phone call, If,by
morning, they do not get my phone c¢all,I will not take any
responsibility for anything which may happen from then on,
I also told him not o try to leave the building without
our permission,because there were ten or twelve armed young
men there who were cepsble of detainirg him,

Allthis was only a bluff, The miners I referred to were
sleeping peacefully at home. We would not have been gble to
disarm the AVH, There were some 600 AVH men in Pecs proper,
and gbout 300 AVH men guerding the urenium flelds nearby.

After short deliberatlion,Bradacs took the telephone and teleé~
phoned the AVH headquarters,giving them instructions which
I hed requested, The Council immediately agreed that Lt.Col.
ghmufggL‘ should take over military commands of the entire
countys Lt. Col, lukszar immediately accepted him es his
superior, ' -

In the morning we immediately telephoned all factories and
mines instructing them to arm fifteen or twenty rellable
workers each.

In the first days of the revolution the Commnists had armed
the workers whom they thought reliable, Their duty was to
have been to protect the mines and factories against any
attempts to dédsbroy them. Our workers mxx went o these
armed Communists and informed them that the govermment had
been btaken over by the locel Revolutionary Workers' Councll,

our people. They complied slmost without eXception,

Where the workers were not able to obtain arms themselves,
we sent them arms which we recaéived from the army. The aruy
gave us 600 rifles and 20 mmchine-guns,and 120 subemachire
guns, By morning the Revolutlonery Workers' militis was
formed and they were paetrolling thestreets., The patrols von-
sisted of one armed worker,one ¥Emui soldier,one student and



t. 12/111

one Blue Policeman., There was 1o disorder whatsoever in the
city end the AVH men were told to remain in their barracks,
and not %o out in.the streets, The majority of the AVH men
wereiﬂra ted for this duty in course of compulsory military
S86yYvigo,

On the morning 6f COotober 30,%hree young AVH guards from
the uranium fidlds ceme to me., They did not weer their
insignia, They told me that the % 300 guards which were
stationed in the uranium fields were supposed to be @& dise
missed from militery service by November 1. They had driven
off their officers and some of the officers had even been
beaten upby them, Now,they wanted to go home, Most of them
were paasant boys from 8astern Hungary, 1 gave them the
necessary pspers end gave orders to have a trein take the
300 young soldiers to ludapest., Before golng awey they gave
us all their arms and eammnition,

My duties as secretery of the Revolutionary Councll were
mmerous, For example,the manager of the local mational

bank came to me end seld he has mo money teo pay the monthly .
salaries on the first of t he wonth, He told me that there . -
were thirty million 2%% forints in the National Bank at
Negykanigsa set aside for his use, But,he was unable to get
the money. I immediately provided & car for him and an srmed
guard. They wnet and brought the money baok safely and we
were able to pay our ewnloyees.

On snother occasion,a delegation of peasants came to me from
the govermment farms and farm cooperativegd production groups.
They wanted to know what they should do., I instructed them %o
remein as they are for the time being,and do everything to
supply the c¢ity and the fighters 1n Dudapestw lth food supplies,
They agreed to contirue the farm cooperatives ard state farms
for the time bieing and were able to supply us with Bazene
18,000 leters of milk per day. Beside this,we were abike To send
20 to 30 truek losds of ffod every day to the fighters in
Budepest,

The Pecs regiment had compsnies stationed in the towns of
Vohaes, Szigetvar,Sasd, and Xomlo. All these units were on our
side, They set up road blocks en the roads leading to Pecs.

At the outbresk of the revolution,there were no Societ
occupation troops stationed in our county. The only Russians
there were the engineers and officials of the uranium mines,

— . — i il S b e s Al g sl
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Thgg lived in Fees proper,but on the October 26 and 27 they
left the city In care amd trucks,

01 October 29 we freed all political prisonérs in the Pecs
prison, We also let cut those persons who were sentenced for
merely economie crimed, :

I fmzk forgot to mention that the executive committee of the
‘Revolutionary Workers' Coumcil consisted of twelve members,

{ Eﬁg chairman of the emecutive council was @ military. cormeandar

All of us realised what would heppen to us if the revwiution
falled, I,myself,hed been in prison,so I knew what wes waiting
for me, But,I think e1l ths others reslised just as well., Put,
somehow, no oné thought about the consequences;No one was reslly
able to realise the significance of our acts,

0. We had a braim trust. of four or five men,and in their opinion,
i1t waz impossible to believe that the Russian withdrawal from
Budaepast would be finsl , We realised that,for military reasons,
and for reasons of prestips,the Russians ¢ould rot evacuate
fungary. It would have meant the collapse of the entire satellite
system, But,somehow,wey were hoping ageinst hope and expected g
miracle to happen,

We first heard about returning Russians on October 31, We were
able to maintain direct telephone ¥ines with all parts of Hungary,
On October 31 I personally spoke with someone from Zahouy,This

1s the Hungerian border station on the Soviet fromntier.I do not
know whom the person was I telked to,He told me that the Rusaian
tanks ere coming ILrom Gsap into Hungary., I must have sounded
skeptleal,because the person aks asked me'"Do you want to hesr

the tanks ¥ourself?" I éaid I did,end then he must have taken

the phore outside because I was able to clearly hear the

rumbling eound of tanks passing by, The person told me thet

this tank wes the 8Lth which hs had sounted that day, I told

him thet he should inform the Prime Minister Imre Nagy immediately.
e sald he had siready informed him,but the Prime Minister was
unwllliing to believe his information,beceause the Somiet ambaszsados
Antropov had told him that mo nrew Ruasian troops are being

brought into Hungary.

On November 1 I was in Budapest with two other members of the
locel Revolutlonary Workera! Couneil.lWe were called to t he
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cepital to attend the first mesting of the National Revolutionary

Couneil which was convened by the revolutionary leader,Dudas,

Our purpose was primarily to gather information arnd to evaluate
the political situation,in Hudspest.I hed zmmziz recleved lnstructioms

from the Revolutionary Council authorizing me to acknowledge
offieially in the neme of our Revolublonery Council the Imre

Negy govermment if I should see fit to do so, Before the meetlng

I went to the party headquarters of the SmalleHolders and
Soelal-Demoeratic Parties,which were then being revived. From

the infpomation which I received here,I gathered that the present

composition of the Imre Ea%y govermment was sultable for a
temporary govermment,Thereflor

Couneil in Pecs officlally recognises the present Hungarian
government., I was not able to talk to Imre Nagy himself,but to
Colonel Toth,®ho was the commander of the Parlisment guards,

The eomposition of the Nationel Revolutionsry Couneil,headed
by the revolutitdnary leader,Dudas,seemed a bit too reectlonary
for my good, Therefore,I opposed the motions to placé the

Imre Nagy goverrment by the Netional Revolutionsry Council,
However, this meeting was very useful in as ruch as I whs gble

to gather mch information concérning events and the operestlons

of other Revolutionary Councils,

We errived in Pees by car in thé early hours of November 2,
Several times on the way we were stopped by Freedom Fighters.
When we armived at Dombovar,we were informed that the hussians
were moving 380 tanks in our direction from Szekesfehervar,

On November 2 we took Ll} AVH officers é&nto cusbody. We locked
them up in the Pecs prison uith the lational Guard guarding
them.Most of the officers were glad to five themselves up
because they were in fear of their lives, Until now,they had
been constantly staying et ABH headquarters, They eleven
commanding officers of the AVH guards at the uranium mines
near Pecs had been staying at home, We imposed house arrest
on the four or five top Communists who had been staying at
the Party headcuarters in Pecs, We told these people that

we are teking them into custody or placing them under house
arrest for their own good,

Things were returning back to normal egain in our city.The
street-cars were rumning egain. The pyblic utilitlies em-
ployees were at their work,Bubt,we could not persuade the

e,before the meeting I went to the
Parliament and wanted to inform Imre Naegy that the Revolutionary
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industrisl workers to return to work.

There was more news of constantly returning Russians, For this
reason our military people worked out a stratégic plan.It was
decided not to fight withing the city,and not to Rizhk defend
1t, Any fighting and resistance would tske place in the hills
outside the eity. This was the so-called Mecsek mountains. We
knew it was impossible to defend the clty becuase we had hardly
any artillery,and no tanks, WLl we had were a few mine throwers.

On November 3 we received information that the Russlans were
advancing kmamed toward Pecs from the direction of Dombovar
and were evidertly planning to surround the city. That night
T end two other Council members were sent oub by the Revolu-
tionary Workers! Council Ho btalk terms with the Russians,

We demanded to know what they wanted a rd why they were
spproeching, The commander of the ussian tdanks told me
that he did rot have instructions to enter the city.The
resson he was sent here was to safeguard the Russians who
had been employed at the uranium mines. Ve told this offlicer
that the Russians had left on October 26 and 27.He agid some
of them were still missing. We promised him to find any
Russians who may be hiding and return them safely to hlm,
but asked him mot to enter the city in order to evold blood-
shed. We also asked him to wern us in advance Af he should
want to occupy the city. We told him that our intentions
were to avoid bloodshed at all costs, -

Thet night we t elephoned the Ministry of Home Defense re-
ouesting instructions. We were able %o talk to a colonel
from the Vinistry of Home Defense, We told him that the
Russians were nearing Pecs arnd asked him wha®t ©o do. He
answerad "Son,hesn't there been enough bloodshed glpeady?”
When I pressed him totell us what to do he sounded very
evasive, My impresaion of the entire Ministry of Home
Defense was that 1t was sabotiging the revolution. So
many contrdicting orders had been issued by the Ministry
that it only servad to increase tae confusion,

The Russians stapbed their atteck at dawn the next morning.
oUp telephone wires were immodiately cutb,but we were able

to inform !udapest what the attack had started. The Russians
did not telephone us in advance as they promised,

The previous day we had sent a large amoupt of arms end
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ammunitihn into the Mecsek Mountains. About 4JO0 university
students end young workers were there ready to fight.

Before the fussian attack started we had passed word to the
militia to go either to t he VMecsek Mountains or to stay at
home ard conceal the fire arms, We destroyed the greater
part of our files and packed what we wanted to teke with us,

The Russians came in and begen disarming our soldiers and
militia. The FReedom Flghters began to evacuate the clty

as hed been planned, I was smong the last ones to leave,As
the telephores were cut off,I made the rounds telking to the
local Workers' Councils,and to the armed groups. I told them
what to dco,and was able to leave the city anly about noon.
Some fighting at the outskirts of the city started at 1lOa,m.
It seemed that bhe Russians warted to go with tarks to the
Macsek hills overlooking the city.They encountered the re-
gistance of the Freedom Fighters.

Lt, Col, Q,s“fg € was very embittered and said that he would
stay at the c¢ity hall to give the city over to the Russians,
%? said this was the military custom. I heard later that
5][&%@ and some of the other officers who had been cap~
) v the Russians were taken to Budapest, I fear that he
had been hanged.

The Russians attacked the uranium mines with 84 tarnks quite
unexpectedly. This was in the early hours of November [,
simulteneously with t he attack on Pees. The guards at the
uranium fields were taken completely unaware. They sufferfed
heavy casualties.

The miners in the coeal district were gble to withstand the
Russians for two days. The Russians were able to march in
only on November 6.

Approximately 2000 Freedom Fighters had gathered in the
Mecsd® Mountains., Taky They were the miners,soldlers,
university students from Pecs ard the industrial districts.
Beside this mumber there was aglso approximately 1000
peasants feom the villages. In all,there were about 333@
3000 Freedom Fighters in the Veesek Mountains,

The Freedom Fightersz were divided up into small groups.For
several days we were asble to maintain contact with each other,
The telephones were operating and k¥k& some of the hunting
lodges in this district were equipped with phones.

But,we had difficulties in getting supplies and ammunition.
Fortunetely, the miners had brought along sflcks of dynamite
which we could use effectively against £ Russian tanks.
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Gradually our Freedom Fighters disintegrated, At the end there
were only about 40O of us fighting. Organized fighting on our
part contimued about November 10,

It is interesting to note that on November 8 thirty-nine Freedom
Fighters snd two Russlans,all of them severly wounded,were mir-
dured by the AVH and the Russians, It was our custom to gasher
our wounded who needed niedicel attention inone spot and then
t@lephone the ambulance service in the city to come and give

them medical assitance, On this occasion,the call to the ambulance
service was intercepted by the AVH., They came out wogebher with
the Russians and murdered all thirty-nine Freedom Fighters and
the two Russians,

We were running out of supplies and ammunition. Unsble to main-
taln contact with each other,we were split up 1n small groups
of not more than twenty or thirty im Freedom Fighters in each.
On November 11 we were completely surrourded by the Rammlans.
We tgld everyone to fight his way out of the ring the best he
could.

On November 11,about noontime,my group was able to bweak thru
the Rassien ring in the south-eastern direction. We had a two
hour gun fight with the Russiansgbut finally managed to break-
out. One Freedom Fighter in our group was killed and several
of us were severaly wounded., We were able to go on side roads
and across fields for a short distance, Later on we acquired
trucks. We went straight for the border but,had to shoot ocur
way pass Russisns several times on the way. Nine of us resched
the Austrien border that evening., It was high time to leave
Hungary because I had only three more bullets left.

#n Despite the heavy losses in lives and the present terrcr
which is »aimirg reigning in Hungary,l think that our country,
on the whole,has gained by the revolution, The entire world

has witnessed the heroic struggle of Hungary against Xkzx her
Communist oppressors, The Hungariam revolution will be sowme-
thing which will be remembered in the history books of centuries
to come,
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IV.EXPECTATIONS OF HELP FROM THE WEST DURING THE REVOLUTION

A. During the revolution we did not expect arms or military
assistance from the West, We dicussed these problem in detall

at that time. We knew that such military eid was impossible,.
3ut,we did think that diplometic pressure on the Soviet Unlon
would be enough to make her withdraw from Hungary. We attributed
much more power and importance to the United Nations than it
really had, The most we hoped for at that time was that the
United Nations would send observors and,perhsps,an international
police force to Hungary.

C.The only foriegner I encountered during the entlre revolution
in Hungary was a Western newspsper reporter. I do not know his
neme nor the paper he represented, We did rot learn anything
from him, He was the one whoe asked us numerous questions about
conditions in Pecs and its vicinlty.
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V.SOCIAL CLASS STRUCTURE AYD ATTITUDES

A.,Vy father was a hotel owner until 1949, His father and grand-
father were also in the same business, By selling the property
which he inherited from his parents,my father was able to buy
and operate a medium sized hotel on Lake Balaton, When our hotel
was nationalized,my father became a manager of a small hotel in
Pecs, He earned 1000 to 1200 forints per month.

My parents did not own any real estate property besides the hotel |
I mentioned,

vy father graduated from a gymnasium; my mother graduated f{rom |
the Hungarian equivilant of a busines collage.

B, The socisl classes in Hungary aere the industrlal workers,
the peasants,and the intelligentsia, There is also the group
of merchants and craftsmen which belongs neither to the
intelligentsia nor to the industrial workers. "hey are some-
where half way between the two groups. In Hungary I have had
contact with all these classes and groups. I consider the
industrisl workers the most constructive social class in
Hungary. The Hungarian peasentiy kam is too obselete and
backward in mentality. I have had contact with all these
classes and know them well.

I consider myself to be & member of the imtelligertsia.

Wnax The Commuaists first wiped out the aristocrats enrd the
gentry. Next came the destruction of the industrial capitaliatse
These two groups were the so-called "exploiting class." The

next in line were the owners of the middle estates.Then came

the different categories of peasants,and fineglly the industrial
workers, I think that all Hungarian social classes were gffected
by Communism,but the most effected were the aristrocrats and

the gentry,because they were abolished entirely.

C, Under Communism & new kind of intellegentsla was created.
This new intelligentsia had & much better opinion of the
industrial workers and peasants than the old intelligentsia,
which very oftem had been inclined to look down upon the
lower soclal classes,

The Hungarian peasants hed never experlenced anything good




36uM .
t. 19/V

from the so-called "people who wore pants.” For this reason the
peasants felt a certain degree of resentment teward the intelll-
gentsla,

The industrial workers also hed a certain degres of dislike for
the intelligentsia because their employers also belonged to this
class and they were inclined to generallze. Prevlously,the in-
dustrial workers did rot like the peasantry or,at least,were in-
differentsaxkak to them. Now,under the Communist industriellzation
progrmm,workers in large numbers had to be recruited from the
villages. Consequently,the attitude of the industrlal workers
toward the peasent population changed considerably,

Ingenerel,it can be said that,under Communism,class barriers
broke down hetween all classes.

E, Tntil sbout 1947 all persons in Hungary had a equal chance
of getting shead. From 1948 on until about 1953 the political
attitude of the person concermned was the wost decisive factor
in getting shead, Class origin was also important,but only if
it accompanied the proper political attitiide., A person who was
of industrial worker or peasant origins but did not profess
Communist views was unable to get ahead on the basis of his
class orligin or talent alome. Talent,knowledge and experience
in themselves were not enough.

From 1953 on,graduelly less and less emphasis was placed omn
pdlitical views.and c¢lasa origin, But,these factors remalned
important ell along.

As an individual,the person most likely to succeed in Hungery
is the careerist, By this we mean the person who is willing
to do practically anything to get ehead,and is capable of
setting aside his convictions.
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VI, FAMILY LIFE UNDER COMMUNISM

A, Communism in Hungary uncuestionably hed a great influence
on family 1ife, The aim of the Communists was to demoralize
familyes, They wanted to sever all family ties and to oblit-
erate the closeress of family life, Compelling both parents
to work in order to sustailn themselves,there were no homés
in Hungary in the true sense of the word.,

From this respect our family cammot be considered as typical,
My mother died in 1937smy father was always a bit of a recluse,
and spent most of his free tlme reading., I,myself,had been in
prison for filve years,

B, Under Communism,both parents had to work and therefore the
youngest children were taken to day nurseries or kindergartens.
School children saw even less of their parents, The older teen-
age groupd was either forced to go to work as early es poseible,
or study in schools, The education which the children acquired
in school had no moral religious basis, Co-educationsl schools
and student homes served to undermine the morals of the school
children, The influence of the parents at home was unable to
counterbalance the effects of school on the children,

Children were forced to earn their own liwing es soon as this
was possible, By being able to support themselves,the children
were less inclined to obey théaér parents., The children did not
obey their perents at all in connection with religion, They
had their own concepts of what was morally right and wrong,and
even politically they did not accept the views of their parents
entirely.

This incresse in the disobedience of children and the loss of
parental influence applies mainly to the children of the ine-
dustrial workers, In this respect,the Hungarian intelligentsia
and the peasantry were less effected by Communsim in Hungary.

C.Under Communism,it was easier to be married,but it was slso
easler to get dlverced, The hardshipa of Communism made pecple
want to enjoy 1life as much as they could,and not to think ebout
the uncertain future. This was true of both sexes, For this
reason marriages were formed not with the intention of making
them lasting. Very often,marrlages were the convenient solution
to housing problems. Often,they were motivatZed by the thought
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that two can live as cheaply as one, Because marriages were
so easy to terminate,many rash marriages were foomed with
snm divorce in mind in case the marriage did not work out.

Joint youth organizations provided ample opportunity for the
young people to get acgainted, Due to the general loosenees
of morals,young people of both sezmes did mot bry to curb
their natural instinets., The pre-wa® moral codes were applied
primerily to girls and women,but they also bound boys and men
as well,

Under the Communist regime,the mumber of illegltimate chlldren
increased ocondiderably. Officislly,the wori "{llegltimmte" was
banned, and such echildren were cealled bhildren born out of wed-
loek. The records of birth were corrected and,from a birth
cortificete,1t was impossible to say whether a person was an
illegitimate c¢hild or not,

Bsecguse of the constant financial difficulties in which people
1ived under Gommunism,couples did not want children, Neverthe-
less, abortions were punished very severly. Prophylactics,how-
ever were availsble at all times,.

The Communists officlelly banned prostitution,but secret
prostitution thirived in the cities,and the number of secret®
poostitutes wes considerably greater than the rumber when
it was officially permitted.

The Communists did not éncourage extre-marital sexual re-
lations openly,but neither did they prevent this, I think
that in principle they always favored the direct opposite
of what the ehurch preached, But,when the Communist regime
noticed the graat harm whichwas ceused by loose morals,
especially among the Hungarian youth,they changed their
tactics and favored "pure morals". This was in the last fow
years before the revolution,and I do no® know any details
about this,because at that time I was in prison.

T don't think there is any difference in the sexuval in-
hibitions of &Comminist and a non-Communist. Such things
depend entirely on the individusl.

My attitude toward a close frierd who jofined the Communis®t
Party before 1948 would @epend largely on his subseouent
conduct. Up to about the end of 1948 the Communists in
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Hungery did not show their true face., More or less, they ceme
out with only & radicak progrem. But,if efter 1948,my friend
contimiad to be a Communist of conviction,this would probebly
mean the end of our friendship, Most 1likely,I would be tThe

one to terminate such a friendship. Bubt,it can aglso be imegined
that a Communist would terminate a fréendship with a non-
Commnist member because the Party kept him under observation
and frowned on any contact with non-Communists,

I don't think it would be possible to contimme & friendship
wlith a non«Communist under an agreement not to mlx pollties
in the frieddship. The Comrunist Party regiments so many
aspects of everyday life that it 1s impossible not to mix
politics into the slmplest conversation.

E, It is difficult %o say whether the crime rate inereased
under Commnism or rot., I do not thirk that the number of
crimes against property increased, Such crimes committed
against govermment or "Peoples'” property were very severely
punished, ¥fter the nationalization of preparxky industry,
very few rich people remained from whom one could steal any-
thing, But,I think that the rumber of s8x crimes probably
inereased. Also,the recent war has had an effect on the
mentality of the people at home. Perhaps,after the war,people
were more inclined to committ crimes ageinst life, That is,
perhaps their inhibitions were less, There was a considerable
increasd in economic crimes such as currency speculation,
black-market pperations,violationsgof price regulations,etc,

I think that the crime rate of women also increased, This was
due to the fact that more women were forced to earn their liwming
and had to leave the protected 1life at home.

Juvenile delinquency probably also increased, Thls can be
attributed to the fact that the young people,in general,
like to have a good time and,under Cormunism,they were not
able to scquire the money for this pnmpose. I think that
sex erimes among the youth elso increessed.

The live-today,-and-don't-woryy-about-tomorrow attitude
of the people in Hungary contriibuted to the incresse of
glecoholism after the World War,

The term "Jampecs" was applied to the young people who

imitated Western fashlons in dress,and preferred to danxe
American dances instead of t he conservative dances which
people were used to before the war, They also copied what
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they thought to be sophisticated manners, In a certain sense,
the Jampecs meent a form of opposition to Communism, I think
that the Communist govermment at home exaggerated the entire
problem, The Jesmpecs were mostly the young people living in
oities. They could be from 16 to 25 In ages. I don't think
their conduet should be termed crimianal,

T think that the parents of the Jenpecs did not care much
about the conduct of their chilYdren because fifianclally

the children were supporting themselves, To a certain degres,
the parents also saw a form of opposition to Communism in
the conduct 6f the Jampecs,



VII. RELIGION

A, People in generasl like to do things which are prohibited,
Becsuse of the persecution of the church and the suppression
of religious freedom in Hungary,not only those people WEXE
who were really religious went to church,but also those who,
in this way,wanted to show thelr oppossition to Communism,

To be termed a "oclerical resctionist" was a very bad point
on a person's cadre sheet. People who opposed the persecution
of the churches and who went to religlous services wlould
sometimes be dismissed for such reasons, The Communist regime
in Hungary conducted a well organized persecutlon of all
churches. The clergy &nd the churches were made financlally
dependent ofi the Communiiét govermment. For the financial aid
it gave to the priests and the churches,the Communist governw
ment demanded a participation in church edmindstratlon, The
so-called church buresus were established, This meants com~
plete interference in church affalirs. The clergy,especially
the Catholic olergy,was imprisaned, All real estate Xkax
belonging to the churches were confisceted.Church shaaks
 schools were nationsgl ized and the teaching of religion in
schools ceased,

Probably, the Catholic church was the hardest hit by Communi sm/
in Hungery,because 70% of Hungery's population is Catholic.
Also,the Catholic church had the greatest influence on the
population, ' &

The Protestant shurchdf in Hungary wesg considerably smeller
than the Catholic churech, The Protestants were split up into
four or five different denominations, Their influence in
Hungary was consdderably smeller than that of the Catholic
church.

B, I thirk religlonf plays e less importent role in my 1life
than Xmxkma it did in the lives of my parents. I think that
the older generation of Hungarians 18 more religlous than I
am, On the other hand,I think that my views on religion are
shared by the averasge Hungarian of my age. I belleve in God,
but I do not accept all the dogmas of the Catholle church,
The attitude of my ganeration can be summed up in the follow-
ing: We believe in the exéstance of a God,ws try to live as
honestly as we can,end we will find out about 1ife after
death when we come to 1t.
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I go to church only on the more important hély days, Religious
ceremonies are beautiful,but they are not the spirltusl sensa-
tions which I seek. I do not pray in the sense of mechanically
repeating certain prayers. I often meditate on God and life
after death.

¢, Ghwx Churches have a very important role to play in soclety,
The religious end moral education of children should be entrusted
to them, Bub,the church should not play a dominate role in the
state, Sometimes the teachirg of the church is too dogmatic,

They should etrive to educate children and to prepare them for
everyday life. I would restore the church schools %o the various
religious orders. But,l would rot meke it the sole privélege of
the Catholiecs to meintabhh such schools, The church should be
supported by the govermment,but in return,the govermment should
not alk for eny influence in church affairs,

T thirk that the censorship ofbooks,plays ard filme shoukd be
entrusted to some govermment agency,and not to the church,
But,regardless of this,the church can express its views and
eriticisms of films,plays,ard books.

Aetive participation in politics is a diffiocult affair which
often leads to attacks agalnst persons who perticipate,There-
fore,it 1s best for the clergy not to play an actlee role in
politics, However,a priest or ary member of the clergy camno®

be barred from holding public office amxz nor from voting.
But,such clergymen must realise that their church office does

not give them immunity from the usual atbacks against politicians.
If they want to participate in politics,they must bear the
consegquences,

D, The Jewish religion was elso persecuted by the Communlsts,as was
everything which is spiritusl and does not comply with the
principles of materialism which they teach, Put,there were very
few Jews in Hungary.After World War II many of them ilmmigrated
from the country. When the borders were closed,only about 70,000
or 80,000 Jews remained in our country. The grest majority of

these were not religious Jews, For this reason,the persecution

of the Jewish religion in Hunsary wes rot as noticable as the
persecution of the Catholic church.

I telked to many Jews in Hungery concerning their attiutde
toward Communism, This is a very confusing problem, Most of
them ware not clear themselves about thelr attitudes toward
Cormunism., It carnnot be denied that there was a persecutlon
of Jews during the war in Hungery. VMany of the Jews returned
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from concentration camps, Everyone had friends or relatives

who had been killed by the Germans, Probhbly,I,too, would

have wanted to avenge the deaths of my friends and relatives

if I hed been in their plece. In 1945 many of them returned

with a desire for vengeance, A number of Jews became officers

in the AVH becsause they were deemed religble end enti-Rameiixy
fascists, Bubt,Jews in general dislike dictatorships. Jews

paz prefer to live in an stmosphers of laberalism where they
can best excerclse their talents, I very slight percentage of
Jews were Communists by Sonvietion. Most of them soon became
disfillusioned with Commmnism. However,there wumm wes a lerge
group of mpmreuim opportunists who exploited fully the favor-
gble conditlons in Hungary: ut,this group constantly deminished
beceuse the Jews in Hungary soon realised thet the top Communistd
Jews Iin the Hungarian politburesu had been Jews only by birth.

Now, a8 Cormunist leaders,they do not diseriminate between Jews
and ron-Jews, The only favorable thing to Jews under Communism
was that the slightest form of arti-Semitism was punished,

Many Jews were Communists,especially immddiately after Workd
Wer II. But,the majority of the Jews were either members of
the intelligentsla or were business men, PBoth groups were
oppressed under Commmnism, In this xepasgk respect,lews werse
no exception,

During the rewolutilon,the Jews wers glad that there was no
gign of anti-Semitism. They,too,opposed Communism,and were
expecting a bourgeols liberalism which whnld have fevored
them as well.

I krnow many Jews who took an active part in the fighting and
in the demonstrations., For exampls,in the Freedom Fighter
group which I knew in the Mecsek Mountains,there were thres
Jewlsh brothers, All three of them were killed in the fighting.
But,it 1s true,on the other hand,that the majority of the Fews
were cautious and remeined at home., They were very uncertain
about the outcome of the revolution,

I don't believe that the Jews are afrald of an imdependsnt
Hungery. They feard only enti-Semitism,but rot an indepsndent
Hungery. I krow,because I knew many Jews and talked with mary
of them, '"he Jews are only afraid of intolerarce which can
exist even under Comrmnism
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VIII. THE HUNGARIAN YOUTH
A, Under Hungarian youth we mean the young people from fifteen
to thirty in age regardless of social class they belong to.

B, I think it is an exaggeration to say that the Hungarian youth
led the revolution, Perhaps,"started" would be a better term to

use, If only the Hungarian youth had taken part in the revolution,

then the revolutbtlon would not have been the success it was,

The demonstrations in Budapest were organized by the Hungarian
Writers A&ssociation and the Hungarian university students,They
organized the demonstrations in Budapest,but in Pecs the demon-
sbretions were entirely spontansous,

The fighting was sz slso started by t he university s tudents,
but it was not led by them,

The initiative was teken by the Hungarian youth perhaps bazzzwa
because youth,in genersl,is more full of ldeals, It can also

be said that youth,in general,is more irresponsivle and more
hot-headed,

During the dmasmz demonstrations and the revolution,the older
age groups had great respect for the Hungarian youth. The
vouth,in turn,was dissatisfied with the attitude of the older
age groups,because 1t considered them too slow. 3ub,this dis-
satisfaction ceased when the revolution was in full swing,

C. Before Communism,secondary education in Hungary was classical.
Under Communism,emphasis was placed on natural science,During
the past regime,the rumber of university students never excesded
12,000, Now, the¥ rnumber was 60,000, All this,to a certain exbtent,
served to lower the level of studies 1in Hungary.

To obtain a large mumber of reliable cadres,the Communists made
it possible for workers and peasarts to enrodl at universities
without the proper educational background. The Communists wanted
to have only so-called "specialized barbarians” who nothing at
all outside bheir own fialds, (ﬂéﬁiﬁ?\

In the secordary_schools the students were overburdened with a
large mumber of #¥dd#eiFtrhich excoceded the pre~war level., It is
my dpinion that the level of university education was lower than
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before the war,but thet secordary education exceeded the pre-
war level,

There were restrictions of vocational choice because a branch

in the Ministry of Bducation decided what the lntellectual re-
quirement for each year was, For example,only 600 doctors were
requiréd a year,and over 2000 people applied for errollment in
medieal school. So,1400 students would be asaigned to other
univeiaittas regardless of inclinktlon to that speciflc vocatlon,
or not.

The staff at the universities and colleges was enlarged to in-
slude instructors of merely political subjects. Every unlversity
also had & military selence department staffed by army offlcers.

The majority of the instructors and professors were people who
nad attained feme under the previous regime., In the last years
under Commmnism,there was an increassing mumber of new professors
and instructors who had proper political background,but,also
had the required professional qualifications to teach.

E, T™e politicel indoctrination of youth started early. Attempts
to indoctrinate them were made in dey murseries and grade-school.
There were compulsory political subjects and clesses in the
secondary schools and in the universitles ,as well. If a student
flunked his political classes he could not contimue his studies.
The Commnist Youth Orparizetioms were amother attemptd to in-
doctrinate the youth. The Youth Organizations ineluded not only
students,but young workers and peasants as well. Membership in
these organizations was more or less compulsory.

Despite the time and effort devoted to the indoctrination to the
goungar goneration,the Communists could xot indectrinate the
ungarian youth because 1t was evident thatb the exect opposite of
Commnists teachings was true in everyday 1life., Althdugh the

influence of perents had been curbed by the Communists,nevertheless,

parents were eble to influence thefy political menballty of thelr
children. The older age groups of the Hungarian youth weee atill
able to remember conditions and life under the previous regime.
The Hungarian youth also listened to forddgn radio broadcasts

and was able to form an opinion about the better life their
counterparts lived beyond the iron curtain,
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IX, MAJOR DISSATISFACTIONS WS FELT IN EVERYDAY LIFE

& I,myself,in Communist Hungary,was mostly dissatisfiled with
$he lack of freedom and the total disregard for political rights,
The majority of the people in Hungary,however,were dlssatiafied
beceuse of their financlal and economicsel condltlons,Freedom

and basic rights came only second,
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X, THE ECONOMIC LIFE,

man, Before that I had been in prison for over flve years,

As an ex-présoner I was unable to find any other employment
than working %k in the mine., I earned approximately 1500
forints a month, I lived in the workers' barracks near the
mine,sharing & room with six other miners, I paid 20 forints
a month for rent and 200 forints a month for food, The food
which we got in the miners canteen was,perhaps,emough,but it
was not testy and it waan't good. I had two suits,one of them
had been left from the time of my arrest,bhe other was pur-
chased by my father as a present after my release from prison,

A.Before the revolution I lived only three months as a free (

I had the most difficulty with clothes,because clothes were
very expensive,

Compared to our pre-war standard of living,I missed the com-
fortable home,the good food,the clothes,and the chances for
recreation. According to my estimates,our standard of living
was 200 % lowerg than it was before the war. After the war,our
standard 6f living was comparatively the highest in 1948 and
the lowest in 1951.

From smong our acquaintances,the family which lived the best
was that of a hotel manager, He earned about 2000 forints a
month,his wife,who worked in an office,earned 1000 forints a
month, They had no children, They had & small villa of thelr
own which had not been taken awey from them after the war,
They could afford clothes mnd lived fairly comfortably. They
could not afford more for recreation than an occasional movie
ortheatre ticket.

After the war,the standard of living in Hungary,for awhile, p
showed an increaséng tendancy;ther,after that,a rapld decline.

A three year plan was launched in an era when private enter-

prise was not barred. This was mneeded to speed up the recon-

struection of Hungary which had suffered much after ard during

the war.

In 1950 the Five Year Plan was laumched, At this time,the
nationalizaiion of industries had already been carrled out,
The large scele investments which the Plan called for,could
be financed only by cutting the standard of living to the
minimum, Besideg this,there were the reparation obligastlons
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tothe Soviet Union and the other allied countries,including
Yugoslavia and Czechoslavekia,zxd Also,there were the dis-
advantagens comercisl agreements withthe Soviet Unién,

During the past thwee months beffre the revolution,I earned
an average of 1200 to 1580 forints a month, I could do t his
only by working extremely hard and agccomplishing 133% of the
production norm., Had I filled the norms to only 100k
monthly pay would have amounted to only 800 to 900 fﬁ?gnya
per month, '

Ram From my pay/ 3% was deducted for trade union dues and L%
for bechelor tax, There were no compulsory govermnment loe@s
at the time of my releasse from prison and the revolution.

I did not get any premiums or extra pay or allowances.
I had no secondary sourse of income,

Both my father ard I were working, I did not live wilth my
father, He rented a room in the city,whereas I lived in the
miners! barracks.

Co I am unable totell you anything about prices and the quality
of goods in Hungary,because I had been released from prison
just before the revolution, During the theee months I was in
Ffungery before the revolution I did not buy any foodstuffs ror
any bigger purchases. For these reasons,I do not know anything
about black-market pperations or prices.

D, For three months before the revolution I worked as a miner
in a caesl nine near Pecs, I got up at 5a.m.,ate bresiifast in
the miners' canteen,and had to be at the shaft by 5:45 ready
to descent, Our shift lasted from 6a,m, until 2p.m., We came
up to the surface at 2:30 p.m. The showere were crowded and
it was sbout 3:30 by the time I got myself in order. I ate
dinner at L:30p.m., I usually went to bed at Gp.m.

We usually worked /48 hours e week. My assigmment was to push
loaded mine cars. Very often,at least three Sundays a month,
we were compelled to do meirntaimance work for which we got
no extra pay.

Going to and from work was not any problem because I lived
in the barracks very near to the mine shaft.
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I would have preferred some kind of a white collar job for
which I am better suited. But,because of my criminal record,
I was unable to find any other employment.

I was on excellent terms with my fellow workers, We hed re-
spect for the foreman and superintendent who were old,ex-
perienced miners., But,we had no respect,only contempt,for
those Communists who got thelr jobs because of their political
background, I must mention that there are very many old miner
families in the Pecs Boal basin,and it is not an uncommon
occurance to see the mrmixf grandfather,father,and the son
working together in the coal mines,

The vacation program was extended to all workers in Hungary,
but infldential Comrmnists were sent tothe better health
vacatlion resorts, It sometimes happensd that the husband
would be sent to a vacation resort at a different time from
his wife, This vacationing was regimented to 8 certain extent.

The workers were rot Xakxmkmxm left alorne to enfloy ¥mimmtheir |
vacations. They had politicel indoctrination clesses and
seminars even during their vacations,

The social security health service In Hungary was good,but
only on paper, In practice the doctors were instructed to |
cut down to the minimm paild sick leawés,

The retirement age was ralsed from 55 to X&xy 60 years. The
pensioned workers complained that their pensions were not
enough,

Ee In Communist Hurgary I would prefer to live in the city. |
The atmosphere of the city is entirely different., There are
more possibillties for recreation ard cultural sctivities.

more and betterfood¥,.Because the acquisition of foodstuffs
was such a mejér problem,the stardard of living must be
termed higher in X¥hm provincial Hungary than in the citles.

I think that 1;}Communist Hurgary,the rural poplilation ate

I think that politically it was easlier to live in the
country than in the cityes,

I am rot 1n favor of collective farming &n the way it had
practised in Hungory., Collective farming is good only on
the basis of volutary particigmtion. I would prefer the
type of collective farming there i1s in the Scandinavian
countries,
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When collectivization of agriculture was first introducad in
Hungary,it did not take the Soviet form of collective farming
irmddiately. The collective farms followed the Soviet pattern
only from 1951 on, I knew that hhis type of colldéctive farming
would cause a general declire in Hungarian sgriculturael preduc-
tion,

In my opinion,all Hungarian peasants opposed Sovied collective
farms methods to t he same degree, The Hungarian peasant hes a
very strong sense of private ownership. They were very em-
bittered when the Communist govermment begen taking asway Jand
from them which only recemntly hed been glven them in course
ofhghs agriculbursl reform mx emecuted by the Communists alter
1945. :

I hesard about farm cooperatives being dissolved only during
the revolution, They were dissolved because the farm cooperatives
had gone practically bankrupt.

If I were an sgricultural worker in Commnist Hungary and
did not have any land of my own,then,I would prefer to work
on a goverrment farm. But,if I hed a few yokes of land of
my own,then,I woudd prefer to be an individual Tarmer,

The 1945 agricultural land reform is good in principle.Thore
is not emough land in Hjngary for all the peasants,but, tho
largest amount of pessants possible should be given land of
their own. But,farming on strips of land is not economical,
For this reason cooperative farming in Hungary 18 necessary,
but this should be conducted in cooperstives organized along
the Scandinavien lines. All govermment farme should not be
dissolved. They should be mairtained to serve as model farms.
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#I, THE POLITICAL LIFE

. When World War II broke out,I was only fifteen years old,
but I was interested in politics,and especially in the out-
come of the war. I was comvinced gll along that the Germans
would lose the war,

Before the war my father was not a member of any political

party. He favored the bourgeois progrmm of ASS sl

personally,favored the Soclal Democratic party. I liked 1ts
liberalism and democracy.

The  1918~1919 Commnist regime in Hungery was a bloody dic-
tatorship, During the Horthy regime and during the war,the
Communist party wes sc insignificant in Hungary that no one
took in énbo condideration,

B, After the war until the end of 1947,the program of the
Fungarian Communist party was redical,and,to a coertain
extent, sccepbable, After 1948 Commnists showed thelr true
face, Niether then nor efter that did I mvenépprove of its
program, '

There are differernt types of Communist perty members. There
is,first of all,the old guard,that is Commnists by convic-
tion who were members of the Communist perty even when it
was underground,

After 1945 many ex-fasciats joined the Communist party in
order %to protect themselves from crimingl pEEsszuElIn
prosecution for being members of any fascist organlzation,
On the other hand,there were fascists who sympathized with
Communism because both fascism and Communism are ineclined
0 extremes,

There 18 still another lerge group of party members who can
be called"existentialists! They are small merehants,crafts-
men,white coller workers who joined the Communist party in

order to be able to make a living.

There wes a chang e in the Paryy policy during the last
eight years, L948 is termed by the Communists as the year
of change. This was the year in which the CommunistgParty
came out with its true program. 1951 and 1952 can be called
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the years of greatest terror. 1953 1s the year of Stalin's
death,which also caused considerable change in Party policy.
The gradual liberalization comtimued thru 1954. In 1955
there was a slight relapse, In 1956 the liberalization was
contimied and culmineted in the Hungarian revolution,

Changes in the policy of the Hungarian Communist Party are
only the results in similar changes in the policy of thd
politburdeu in Moscow. The Soviet Union,in turn,changed the
policy of 1ts Communist Party in asccordance with political
and economic exigencies andfas a result of the struggle for
powerd im the Kremlin,

In principle the Communist Party is the part? of the working
people,and in accordance with the so-called "democracy with-
in the Party", The policy of the Communist Party is always
determined by the wishes and views of the working masses.In
prackice,however,it 18 quite otherwise, There is strict dis-
cipline within the Party,and the masses have %o accept the
policies formulated by a few top Communists. The terror
within the Party 1s so great that no freedom of expression
or criticism are tolerated within the Party. For this reason,
there can't be any Barty morale with the Communist Party.

The top leaders of the Hungerian Communist Party must be
divided into two groups. In the first group belong the
Communist leaders who,until the revolution,were Communists
by comwiction and believed to be serving a true cause, How-
aver,during the revolution they realized that the working
people are egelnst them, When this became evident to them,
the majority of this group did not have the moral courage
to admit their mistake openly. Some of them may have stayed
on hoping,that in the long run,it may be of good that they
and not someone else imximxpewaxg are in power,

/’,\U'L
But,the other,and perheps larger,grougkre careeristagsadists
who are @Xdmx clinging to power at all costg. Otherwise,they
would rot be playing the role which the Soviet Union is com~
pelling them to play. I somehow feel that there are very few
top Communists leaders who mean well and are ideallists, Most
of them fear that they will lose their present power and all
the advartages which go with it,

i g Huﬁgary ever regains her independence,then the top leaflers
of the Communist Party should be brought to justice,
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C. The more terroristic the Communist regime bscame,the greater
was the opposition against the regime from an increasingly
larger rumber of people. Communism in practice disillusioned
even those idealistic Party members who originally were in
favor of Communism.,

"he forms of opposition were various., Slow-downs and strikes
were infrequent but sometimes ammmrad occurred, Wages on a
piece basis did rot encourage slow-downd tactics. But,many
people were imprisoned for instigaeting against the peoples'
democracy and for conspiring to overthrow it,Such "enemies
of the people" came from all classes,and included very many
peasants,industrlsl workers,end intellectuals,

It was a well known fact that all social classes ard ell sfle
groups were united in their opposition to Communism,

Opposition was the greatest in 1951,'52 and '53 when Cormunist
terror was at its height., When the terror lessened,it also
meant af lessening of the opposition to Communism. The opposi-
tion culminated in the Hungerina revolution in 1956, At that

" time no one had arnything to lose,

The intellectual ferment in Hungery began in the summer of
1955, I do not kmmx know mmch about it besause at thet time

I was still in prison. I first heard about the Petofli Circle
in the surmer of 1956, Originally,it was en organization of
young Communist intellectusals,and its pmrpose wes to dlscuss
Communist reform problems, Gradually,more and mcre Soslal-
Democrats and madisilx radicels became members of the Petofl
Cirele, Thru their influence,the purpose of the Petofi Circle
was not to achieve Communist reforms,but %o overthrow Communism
itself, It became a cover-orgarigation in which haslically antl-
Communist intellectuals could influence public opinion.

Before the Petofi Circle there were the young writers and the
Assoclation of Hungarian Writers., They began to alr thier dis-
satisfaction grainst Communism,at first subtly,end laterpm more
openly,.

The significance and importarce of the Hungarian intellectuals
laid not in what they had to sagy,but in the fact that t hey were
the first ones to express openly what everyorne really felt.
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i pgood many of the éntellectuals were Communists by conv
Others were mot, They were only opportunists who were wil
+o seerifice their political convictlons and principles.
1953, they bent head over hedls in an effort to ssrve the

igtion.
1ling
Untlil

Commmunists, There wers only one or btwo progressive young Xax

wexkmeEunX writers who refused to serve the reglme.

AMfter Stalin's deathymany of the writers made an efforsé
undo the bad they had done,

The Hungarian intellectuals turned sgaeinst Communism bec

to

ause

they, too,had a consolence and despised themselves for lying

and misleading the public. They knew,perhpps best of all
Communism was the exact opposite of what 1t pretended to

, the#
be.
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XITI., THE APPARATUS OF RWEX POWER

Ae Some of the AVH Rf officers were fanaticel Communists who
hated the "Class enemies",intensely. They were misled people
who were willing to do everpthing the Communists ordered them
to do,

The more intelligent AVH men were sadists and people with
P%guggﬁ?mggefecta. I think no normal person would be willing
and able to t orture people in the wey the AV H officers did.

I was arrested by the AVH on December 2,1951 and kept at the
AVH headquarters until April 30,1952, During this time I was
tortured, Xhmyxfamz with black~jacks,forced to stard for 72
hours in succesion,bumped my head én the well with full force,

and did not let me sleep for days. This was the usual procedure
in questioning political prisoners,

I do not krnow,and have not heard,of any AVH officers who had
pangs of conscience or wanted to leave the service,

I think it 1s ro exaggeration to say that Communist Hungary
was a counbtry of constant anxiety and fear.

independence
hen Hungery regains her/imimpandes,the AVH officers should
be brought to justice,but not according to the principle of
collective gullt,

The Hungarian Blue Police did rot handle ang political cases.
Their methods were entirely different from those of the AVH,

The Blue Police officers were also Communists,but mot as fanatical
and wild as the secret police.

I think,in general,the wo¥k of the Blue Police force was
effective. They maintained order and liquadated most of the
Hungarian underworld.

During the revolution and demonstrations,the Hungerlen Blue
Police at first remalned entirely passive. When the revolution
took over lecal self-govermment completely,the gkikza police
forece sided with the revolution and took part in the work of
the militia, I did not see ary Blue Police fighting with us

in the Mecsek Mountains,
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. B. A basic principle which all courts had tc take into con-

sideration was rnot the rature or size of the c ase,but the
class origin of the person concerned, For example,for the
same crime,a Communist would get a lighter sentemce than
a so-called reactionary.

The courts of the Horthy regime were just and all persons
before the court had an ecual chance, There was class justice
in pre-war Hungary,but not in the sense that the courts were
bigsed or prejudiced., The class justice meansd that the exist-
ing laws protected kkm a different kind of social order than
existed under Communist, It camot be sald,however, that the
- o courts were controlled by the govermment., The judges were free
to pess judgement to the best of their krowledge ard accordl
to their conscience. They could rot be transferred or retiregg
exnepzmzith their own consent and,for retiring,after a certain
age 1 t.

The Peoples' Courts functioned in H,ngary from 1945 to 19L47.
Thelr purpose was to punish the so-called war criminals.The
Peoples' Courts were strongly prejudiced,and in mary cases
sentensed innocent people kx or handed out sentenees which
were out of proportion with the guilt of the person concernsd,
However,a higher court which reviewed the sentences passed

by the Peoples! Courts did much to mitlgate these unjust
sentences. I think that some of the war crimingls were really
gullty,but most of them redelved sentences which far exceeded
their guillt.

On the other hand,there were many war criminals who escaped
prosecution because they became Communist Party members,and
the Communist Perty afforddd them immunity from prossecution.

C. During the demonstrations,and in the first stage of the
revolution, the Hungarian army,in general,acted passively
toward the revolution. Their reluctarce to fight against

the Freedom Fighters was of great help to the cesuse of the
revolution,because the Cormunists immediately sew that the
ermy was unreliable, Wren,after November lj,it would have
been necessary to have a uniform,well organized army to
have opposed the Russians,it turned out that our army hed
desintegrated, and that the top army leadership had sabotazed
every effort to mppesm oppose the Russlans,

The non-cormissioned officers and the enlisted men behaved
alike., They sympathised with the revolution ard,in the €apltal,
they took active part in the fighting,especially the military
academies which fought from the very first day on. Where the
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officers sided withthe revolution,all the non~commissioned
officers end enlisted men,without exception,were on the side
of the Freedom Fighters,But,where the commandin; officers re-
mained passive or opposed to the revolutlon,the participation
of the enlisted man and ron-commissioned officers was con-
siderably lower, The Hungarisn srmy units in Budapest and in
the Trans-Danublian districts,in general,were with the revolu-
tion, Beyond the Tiaza(Theisi River in eastern Hungary,the
Hungarian army units were rot as active ss elsewhere, Thls
ggndba explained,probably, by the proximity of the Russian
rder,

The young junior officers,elmost without exception,favored
the Freedom Fighters. The same can be said of many senior
officers but,most of the offlcers in the top army leader-
ship and in the Ministry for Home Defernse were Stallnist,
Many of them had been fired after t he Russians withdrew
from Budespest. But,this ocecurred too late.

T do not know of any differemnces in the conduet of officers
or enlisted men which can be attributed to the differemnce in
class origin.

I was not very surprised at the corduct of the Hungarlan srmy
during the revolution., I,myself,had b8en in the army for three
months, I knew that political indoctrination given to enlisted
men and non-commissioned offlicers was very superficlal., The
majority of the enlisted men were peasanitd boys or young workers
who saw at home how mzx much their parents suffered through
farm collectivigation and Xuvxpmadwzsioaxmaxrs xomr naPasy high
production norms.

I served in the Hungearian army for three months in the summer
of 1951. I was stetloned in Veszprem. I wes assigned to the
quartermaster corps. We were cuarted in a marsion which hed
been comverted into barracks. Our food was good,perhaps much
better than elsewhere in the army.

Most of the ehlisted men who served in the army with me at
that time were young intellectusls, We dlsliked the officers
very much,

Most of the off'icers were of worker or peasant oricin who
completed comparatively short training courses and received
assigmments as junior and even senior officers., Thelr poligticel
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reliability,and not their military experlence or cleverness,
was the decisive factor, There was a saying in Hyngary that
the workers of Csepel gave Communist af Hungary EOO ministers,
generalg,ard officers. They were rot pald too well,but the
leisurely 1life in the army eppealed to them, For example,in
1951 the salery of a lst. keiwkaxsxk lieutenant was about
1400 forints plus bendfits such as uniforms, cuarters,etc. On
the other hend,at that time,a good industriasl worker was able
t0 earn glmost twlce himxmxXmryy kwisam this sunm,

The non-sommissioned officers were promoted from enlisted men
who were serving the regular time in the army.

I think,with a few exceptions,most of the officers disliked
the Communists regime,and were repeating the Party lines only
from sheer necessity. Political pressure withing the army was
very great., I £ anyorme said arything he was ligble to be taken
immediately to the army political section which wes the AVH
squivdlent in the army. Many people had been hanged by the
military prosecutors, An enlisted mmx man was liable to get 15

<2ELTERS®y yoars for going AWOL once,

With very few exceptions,the enlisted men and the non-commissioned
officers were on very good ¥ terms. I thirk the relstions

between these groups were much closer than in the army under

the Horthy recime. There was mo difference of age between the
enlisted men and the non-commissioned officers.

In general,the S8ficers were disliked by the enlisted men wia
with only one or two exceptions.

Under the Horthy reglme,a special school for treaining pro-
fessional non-commissioned offlcers was set up in Jutas.

This school had a very good reputation and educated excellent
non-commssioned officers. When the Communists game to power,
they promotéd many of these non-commissioned officers to
officers end even senior officers, Under the Horty regime,
these non-commissioned officers had mo change 6f advancing

in rank because they didnot have the proper educational beck-
ground. However,such officers in the Communist army were very
competanrt and efficient. The workers and working peesarts who
attended the short officers! tralning courses under the
Commnist regime were not as competent . "he Cormmunists roted
this defilciency and gradually increased the length of these
training courses from one to two,and later to three,years.
@fRax Dfficers who did not have a gymnasium education were
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required to pass a gymrasium graduation examination within

a cerbain time limit. This requirement was mede only in

1952 or 1953,when the Communists realized that their officers
were unintelldégent. Of course,shaza on these ezeminations,

the officers were treated much more lenilently than an ordinary
gtudent would be.

I did mt motice any difference in the conduct of the non-
cormissioned officers or the junior or senior officers which
could be attributed to Party membership or cless origin,
Their attitude toward the enlisted men varied according to
the indiwvidual.

Within the army certain groups did get better treatment which
was evident from their rationing, For exemple,the infantry
received only /3 rationing. This smounted %o 2600 calories a
dey. The lowest rationing norm was #1 which was given to the
prisoners in military prisons. This amounted to 1100 calories
a day. Norm #8 was given to the aviation pilots,paratroopers,
and tark personnel., This varied from 6300 to 7000 caloriles =a
day.

When I served in the srmy,we had from four to six hours of
politicael indoctrination a week, 'hese classes were con-

ducted by the political officer. Ilach army unit had a pollticel
officer of 1ts own. Everyone had to pretend to be agreeing
with the political slogans end theories which were taught us

at these political indoctrination classes,After 1953 the
situation was s omewhat better,and it was possible to conduct
debates on political questions,

D, I don't think anyone remembers or kmnows sbout the cornduct
of the Tussian army in 1848 when it invaded Hungary to supress
the Kossuth revolution. I thirk that the umpopularity of the
ﬁzgsiaﬁstroopa in H,ngery is based on their conduct in 1oLl

and 1945.

During the war I knew that the approach of the Russlan troops
meant the erd of the war, I thought that the Soviet Unlon,as
one of the Allies,would sct in a civiliged manner.bnce its
troops reeched Hpyngary,Il expected a just peace treatyuand ]
revision of Hungarian territorial demands,People 1n H ngary
knew very well that Germany is going to lose the war., We

knew that every effort to lengbhen the war would be of a
disadvantege to us, But,during the last stages of the war,




36-M
t. L37XII

I never thought of the Soviet Union independently--only in
conjunction whth other Allied powerd, Although I discounted

gll the atrocities the German papers wrote about the Russlensy
as mere propaganda,l etill would have preferred one of the
Western Allies occupy Hungary. From friends and relatives

who fought on the Russian front,I krew that the Hungarian
soldiers in Russigf behaved very mixXkmXkyxk civilly toward

the population, I expected the same treatment from the Russians
in H ngery. When they arrived I was convinced that what the
German end Hungarian papers hirote sbout the atrocities committed
by the Russians was ro exaggeration.

During the long years of Communsim,the Russian people wka I
elweys considered to be basically good-natured,had becoms
cruel and wald., When the Soviet troops occcupded the small

\ village where I was at that time,they
looted @gnd plundered,murdered and raped women and tortured
priests.

Since'19h5 I have had no contact whetsoever with Iussian
troops,and my opinion of them had not changed,

I d1d mt have any contact with Russian occupation personrel
in Hungery before the revolution, I know nothing,nor have I
heard,anything sbout their mentelity and views, There were
no occupation forces stationed in the viecinity of Pecs, 1
heve glso been inprison for more than five years and did rot
have the opportunity to contact any Russians,

During the revolution I had rno contact with the Russlians other
than fighting. I have already given =mxxmsEam you an account of
my discussions with the commander of the Soviet tark d@kwizimm
unit which later attacked Pecs.

I do not know of any cases where Soviet soldiers helped the
Hungarians,fought against the AVH or against thelr own troops,
deserted or refused to obey orders, I only krow of one case
whepe Russian soldiers were exdcuted by the AVH ard the
Russian troops: I have already told you in sectlon III about
the murder of wounded Hungarian Freedom Fighters., Among them
there were two wounded Russian soldiers who had been teken
Eriaonara. They kws too were murdered by the AVH ard the
ussians,

E.(This section is rot applicable because subject was free
only three months before the revolution,)
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F, 3gaxk Sometimes it was possible to sircumvent govermment
pegulations through personel contact and on the basis of
favor for favor. There may even have been some brdbery,but
I know of no such cases. Perhaps,it was most widespread in
the Bureau of Housing.In order to obtaln an eperitment or,
et least,a room,one had to give a bribe to one of the
officials in the housing department., If any such cases were
found out,the officiald waukdxhaxwxaxyx concerned would be
very severely punished,

Go I thirk that the top leadership of HUngarian secrat
pollce intelligent ard understood Rousiness, They
were traired in Mpscow. Onee,in 1952,1 was questioned by
Gabor Peter himself,who,at that time,was the chief of the
secret police, He made the impression of belng a bright end
intelligent person,but who has a lust for pawer,

The top leadership of the Hungarian army was trained 15 the
militery academies in Leningrad and Moscow, But,many posts
in the Ministry for Home Defense and within the army itself
were filled,mot on the basis of military qualifications,but
on the basis of Paerty membership. For example,the one time
Minister for Home Deferse 'Mihaly Farkas was a major gemeral,
but owed his rark not to his kmnowledge of military affairs,
but to his post within the Party,

I thirk that the top leadership of the Soviet army has some
very exceptional talent. Many of the top generals who achileved
fameé in World War II are now dying out,

Public administration in Hungary was the first fidld in which
top officials who served under the previous Horthy regime were
weeded out. They were replaced by workers and psasants who

were Cormmunists, These had neither the eXperience nor the
knowledge which thelr predecessors had, Gradually,the Communist
began to xmEsX replace these publioc administration officials
with new talent who had been sducated under the Communist
system.
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XIII. THE ASSESSVENT OF FUHURE PROSPECTS FOR HUNGARY

A. I think that the present regime in Hungary will remain.
Kadar will not be replaced fow some time, The United Natlons
and the United Stetes will do nothirg to alter the situation
in Hungery. The people at home will gradually be forced to
become reconciled to this situation, I think that the policy
of the Communist Party in Hungary will not go back entirely
to the old &khXktxm Stalinist 1line. Later on,perhaps,the seame
situetion will arise which existed in October before the out-
break of the revolution,

Optside Hungery,the other satellites will not follow Hungary's
example, The lack of effective assistance from the West dls-
111lusioned not only Hurgary,but also discouraged the other
satellites from revolting against Comrunism.

The only think we can hope for is a miracle. The lew York Times
wes right when it wrote that only a miracle can help Hungary,
and it would be a miracle if the United llations could do ary-
thing about it.

T think thet a compromise with the Communists is impossible.
Even Gomulka had to retmact his mkikiuk attitude toward the
Soviet Union, He now recognizes the Kadar govermment,

T would like to have the world problem solved preferably by
peaceful means, But,I do rnot see any possibility for this.

At the present,the United States is stronger than the Soviet
Union,but the U.S, goverrment and U,S. public opinion is oo
serupulous about starting a World War III, I am convinced
thet such & war is inevitable. It is only a question of time.
When the Soviet Union feels strong emough,she will start the
war. America should strike now when 1t had supremacy.

I,personally,do not desire a world war or a war betweent he
United States ard the Soviet Union, Perheaps,the majority of
the people at home are in favor of war,because they do not
reallse t he dangers tnvolved,

I do not think that internstional pressare on the Soviet
Uinion will be able to solve the situation, Internal changes
within the Soviet Union are very unlikely., There may be
personnel changes in Soviet lesadership,but this will not
effect Soviet foreign polilcy.
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B, During the past ten years,the people at home knew very
well that our doom wes sealed by the Yalta agreement., We

knew that wgwere in the Sovietd sphere of interest, Ve
realised very well that the pace of bolshevization of
Hungary could be retarded but,Hungary could not escape her
doom, We hoped 2ll along that the people in the West,ard
especially in the Hxkm United Stetes,would reallse the
dangers of Commnism and come to our mid, Our hopes increased
somewhat in 1953 efter Stalin's death.For a few months then
we thought that personal strife within the politbureau would |
weaken the Soviet Union and she would be forced to make con-
cesslons to the West.
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XIV. SOCIAL,POLITICAL,AMND ECOMNOMIC IDEOLOGY

B, Hungary should remain strictly an agricultural country
with intensive agriculture., Hungarian light industry should
be devoloped,but our heavy industry is not able to compete
with the West or even with the Balkigg‘ fn should not
grow wheat,but frults,vegetables ard’ %&hs%% al crops which
would provide émployment for Hungary's agriculture labor
surplus, In an independent Hungary,Il would not be in favor
of unlimited private ownership, The lerge national enterprises
should remeln in state ownership,The middle-sized national
enterprises should be maskxze restored to thelr original
owners.,

The state farms should be maintained by the govermment as
model agricultural farms. But,if the state Tfarms were formed
by corfisceting the agricultural estates of others,then these
large estates should be divided in course of land reforms,
unless the large scale investments made by the state on these
farms warrants their contimation.(That is,if equipment and
installations on these farms would be wasted in case of a
division of the farms in course of a land feform,) The farm
cooperative production groups should contimue to function ifi
the members so deside, They should be based and organized
along Swedish lines. But,if the ferm cooperative production
groups were formed on confiscated land,then the property
should be returned to its original owrners. If it is inadvisable
to breakup such farm cooperative production groups because

of large scale investments,then the original owner should be
giveny land elsewhere as compensation,

The large estates,however,should not be restored, I think
that 100 yokes should be the limit.

I think that the govermment should set the maximum of agri-
cultural property mhzX which one person or family can own
at about 100 yokes.

I favor private ownership and private enterprise only to |
the extent that 1t does not collide with public interest, |
I thénk that the plants and factories employing over 50

emplogees should be nationalized. Key industries and banks |
should be nationalized regardless of the mumber of employees.

I value freedom more than a high standard of living, For
this reason I would choose a political system which guarantess
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freedom ¢ although it does dot guarantee a high standard of
living.

I would not be in fevor of outlawing the Communist Party in
an independent Hungary. The Hungarian masses hagtbeen come
pletely cured of Communism. But,I would tolerate the exist-
ance of a Communist Party only if it accepps the principles
of parliamentary govermment,

C. A strict neubtrality like that of either Austria or
Switzerland would be the most ideel for Hungary, Hungary
should maintein neighborly relations with the Soviet Union,
These relations should be economic,diplomatic,and cultural,
Thax® Hungary should have no military alliances or relatlons
wli th either the Soviet Union orwith wny other country,

The only military pacts which Hungery should sign would be
pacts of non-agression,

Hungarg should maintain good relations with all reighboring
countries,but first the territorial disputes with Yugoslavia
and Czechoslovakia xhauXi and Rumania should be settled, Of
the neighboring countries I like Czechoslovakia the least of
all, Mgsaryk was the immdeiate csguse of the outbresk of World
War II, Hed he been leoss chsuvinistic and had not desired
territory which was inhablted by people other than Czechs and
Sloveaks,there would have been no World War II.

Hungary should maintain the closest possible relations with
the other Western European countries and with the United
States, Hungary's neutrallty,however,should exclude any
military pacts other than pacts of rmon-agression.

I hed first hesrd about a plen for Dambian Confederation

in the writings of Kossuth .Such plans are not very popular

at home, Perhaps such a federatlon could have been possible
100 years ago,but not today. Nevertheless,if such a federation
should be formed,I would like it to be only with Austis and
Yugoslavia, I think that at home a plan for a United States

of Europe is much more populer than plans for a Danubian
federation,

I do not find Hungary's present boundaries acceptable, On the
basis of self-determination the minorities in the disputed
territories should decide by plebiscite where they want to
bedong., On the basis of such a plebiscite,Hungary would re-
galn her territories from Rumania and Czechoslovakias,but
probably not from Yugoslavia. A Rmam forced infNER migration
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of the population in Yugoslavia had transplanted the Hungerian
minorities from all the Hungasrian-Yugoslav border regions.

The Commuaist doctrines of complete national eguallity have
been favorable for the Hungarian minorities in the bordering
countries, At the present,I am not worried about the fate of
the Hungarian minorities in the other satellite countries,
with the exception that they too are under Communists rule,

I don't think much can be dorne about t erritorial demands

and the fate of the Hungarisn minorities at present, The
Soviet Union does not wish any territorial changes,and

the West 1s reluctant to interfere in such pwoblems, But,

when the present @ifferences are settled(thls will take

place after Communism is defeated) then,the reorganization

of Europe will insure Hungary a favorable position politlcally
because of Hungary's central geographical locatlon,
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XV, THE FORMATION OF PUBLIC OPINION

A, I did not hear about Kruschev's sevret speech at the
20th congrese of the Communist Party,because at tthat time
I was in prison,

Lceording to Soviet propagenda end the Communist press in
Hungary,Senator MoCarthy and his House Un-fmerican Activitdes
Committee mumxm were conducting political witch-
hunting in the United States. If momeone is strongly against
Communism, that in itself does not necessarily mean that the
person is a sympathetic one, My impression was that Senator
MeCartyry is inclined towgrd extremes, If,however,he was
hunting for real Communists,then I sympathise with him,

In prison I heard about the fall of Peron in Argentina. I
do rmot know anything else gbout this,

Before the revolubtion I did not hear wuch about the private
life of Rakosi, I heard thet slledgedly he had homoseXual
inclinations,

B, Before and during the war,my father subscribed to the
"Maogyar Nemzet" and to the "Mai Nep". I do mot remember the
names of the magazines we had at home, My father read much,
not only Hungarian authors,but also translations of many
Western authors, He had a good command of the German language
end read many German books in the original text,

From 1946 until 1948 I read all the Hungarilen dally newspspers.
From 1948 until 1951, the time of my arrest,I preferred the
"Magyer Nemzet". In prison it wes impossible to get newspapers.
From Mgust 1953 until the time of my relaase in 1956 I worked

in a prison coal mine, Here we were allowed to purchase Hungarian
Communists books and the Hungarlen translations of Soviet novels,
But,we were not allowed to read newspapers.

C. In thd prison coal mines we received news about the out-
slde world mostly thru word of mouth. Some of the civilian
miners who worked wikh us always told us about foreign radio
broadoasts and Hungarian newspaper artivles. We had them
organized to take notes of various foreign broadcasts.Some-
times they ever risked bringing us Hungarian newsppers,
especially the "Szabad Nep". We had to be extremely careful
not to be overheard, The miners would tell the news to only
one person at a time in whom they had confildence., We prisoners
would exchange news,but only among reliabel friends. We had
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to be extremely careful to avold observation by the large
number of stool-pigeons among the prisoners. If we were
caught it meant the dark-cell or strict solitary cénfine-
ment with no food. It also meant that we were taken from
our place of work to a disciplinary prison,for example,
the prison in lMarianostra. If the prison guards found a
newspaper in the pessession of & prisoner,and he was un-
willing to tell from whom he got the newspaper,the guards
would very often beat and torture him.

F.(Not applicable because respondent was in prison -and bad

been freed only immediately before the revolution)
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"’ XVI,EVENTS OUTSIDE HUNGARY

is
A, I don't think there/mem much chance of internal changes
within the Soviet Union, The Soviet Union is a totalitarian |
government which can afford to make no coneessions., The out- |
break of a revolution within the Soviet Union is very unlikely. |
They now have had Communism for over fourty years. The present
generation had grown up in Communism and has no first-hand
knowledge of how other peogle are living. Only reliable
; Communists are allowed to leave the Sveiet Union and also
actors and artists, All such people have scomparatively wmuch
better life within the Soviet Union and a change in the
Communist system would terminate their priveleged.positions.

I don't think that the Soviet people are very satisfied with
Commfinism,but they realizge that the Communist rule in the

Soviet Union has achieved significance in world affairs.Under |
Commmism, the Sobiet Union and Russiayf have become a great |
power,far greater than it has ever been before. This appeals |
%o Russdian patriotism even if they oppose Communism asg an
eoconomle and political system. '

But, I have never been in the fumm Soviet Union and do not |
have a first hand account of whaixpmepiaxihimiccthmesy how |
people think there, But,it is my impression that all psople |
react similarly to political oppression, In this reppect, the

Russians are no exceptions.,

If free eleations were to be held in the Soviet Unlon,a party
would come to-power whic promises more freedom
and more self-government to the Russlans.But, they have become
80 used to the Communists form of govermment and Commumist
institutions,that it is hard for them to imagine anything
else, It would be a immx long time before the Soviet Union

‘ would be able to change ite political system.

If elections were held in the Sovelt Union,probidbly some
liberal Social-Democratic party,for instance,like the
Kerensky party had been,would come to rule.

Some of the top leaders of the Soviet Communigbd Party may
be Communists by conviction,maniacs who are convinced that
theirs is the right way. They are very narrow minded people,
but, the majority of the top Commmnist leaders in the Soviet
Union are careerists who crave power,and are motivated by
the advantages which their position insures them.This is
material more than moral. The only difference between the
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top Communists in the Soviet Union and those in Hungary,is
that those in the Soviet Union have more power.

B. From among the countries listed,the most popular is Poland
because of traditional historic reiationa between Poland and
Hungary. The second in popularity would be perhaps Bulgarla
because of distant but friendly relatton which existed bebweegn
the two countries before the war. The least popular would

be ihw Czechoslovakia and Rumania because of the territorial
disputes and because of their conduet toward the Hungarian
minorities before and during the wax,. :

If free edeotions were to be held in these countriep,a
bourgeols democratic government would come to puwwernevery-
where/ The €¥w Commnists would remain in minority every-
where,even Czechoslovakia where they reseived 33% of the
popular vote in 1946, :

I think that the standard of living is the highest in
Czechoslovakia with East Germany second, It is proaably
the lowest in Rumania with Bulgaria second lowest. -

C. In 1056 the Gomulka govermment in Poland attempted to
attain a certain degree of indépendence,but,within the
emsisting political and social framework. Since then,the
achievements of thse CGomulka government have been retracted
to a considerable extent. e

In principle,I would approve of the poliey of gradualism
but,it cannot be applied against Communism. Comminism is
dictatorsghip and cannot be granted conecessions, -

Conditions in Poland will lapse bask to uhere they had been

before the Gomulka govermment.For & time 1t seemed that the

Polish people had achieved some independence and freedom,but
everything is going back to where it had been hefore.

Events in Poland and Hungary had & mutual influence on each
other but only to a certain degree. The true state of affairs
before Gomulkza in Poland were not known to the Humgarian
people. They received some information of this,but only

thru Western radio broadcasts, I am convinced that the
Hungarian revolution would have broken out even without
Poznan and Gomulka.

I do not lmow whether or not Polish people have attained
a certain degree of independence even before Gomulka's
rise to power. At that time I was in prison and did not
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hear anything about this,

I would nbt have preferred the Hungarian revolution to Xaice
have taken the Polish course. Poland achieved nothing,not
even a moral vietory which Hungary unquestionably scored
against the Soviet Union.

< D, Tito in Yugoslavia did have a considerable effect on the
other Eastern Eupopean satellites.Tibto's success in achlev-
ing indepandencd ds Moseow helped to him bolster oppositon
within the Smwtmt Commumist Party,it gave rige to national
Commmistic tendancies among the Commmist PArty leaders,
The oppressed people in the other satellite countries
congidered a Tito type National Communism the leseger of two

Q'nﬂo

National Communism,in my opinion,is fiction. It can exist
only tamporarily as a transit to democracy. In case of a
dispute between East and West,I cannot imagine the National
Communists to take any Zm other side than the Smmnmcimimxx
¥xtts International Communists,

Titots relation with the Soviet Union shows a constant
fluctuation sinee 1948, Moscow's relation with Tito &lways
det es the current relation betweéen the other Eastern

_ Buropean satellites and Yugoslavia.

Diring the Hungarian revolution,Tito seemed %o be sympathizing
with the Hungarisn Freedom Fighters,and because of this Tito
recéived sharp rebukes from Moscow.

My opinion of Marshall Tito is that he ls a very skillful
statesman who takeg considerable advantages of the differences

between Egst and wgst. |

I think that the Commmnist Partges of Eastern Europe would
1ike very much to follow Tito's example. They cammot do this
because of the vigorous control excercised over tham by the
Moscow politbubeau, :

Tito was very popular in Yugoslavia in 1945 and'46, His
popularity can be atbributed to his herole struggles agalinst
the Germans., Mainly,the Yugoslave are very nationalistic.
But,after the war,when Tito was on good terms with the Soviet
Union,his popularity at bome gradually decllned,because of
his relations with the Boviet, When he broke off friendly
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relations with the Soviet Union in 1948,his popularity was
again on the rise at home. At present,I think,that at homey
Tito's foreign policy is popular,butiags internal policy
is not, Perhaps ,the Yugoslav youth the only one: whieh
who are enthusiastic about Tito.

I think hhat evonomic conditions and the standard of living
in Yugoslavia are worse than in Hungary,. By this I mean
the pre-revolutionary Hungary. Yugoslavia was so baclwerd
and so neglected that a few million dollars of American
aid are unable to mmmimeexkewg raise her to the economic
level of either Hungary or Western Emrope., I base my
opinion on my personal experiences in Yugoslavia in .

1943 and 1947. I have also had friends and relatives who
were in Yugoslavia, B

E. The Communist rise to mxm pwwer in China can be attributed
to impmudent United States foreign policy. Another contributing
factor was General Chian-kei Shek's fallure to introduce

aupial reforms.

China may mzEmmyxa be ocoupying a specilal poéitibn among the
Soviet satellites because of her slze and importance.,

Gandhi very prudently achieved independence for Indla. I do
not think that relations between @reat Britain and Indila
are too friendly. The lish are not popular in Ingia
because of their long ctlonial rule.

The Suez crisis broke out &t a time which was very inopportune
for Hungary. I don't think Egypt was entirely right in
nationalizing the Suez Canal. But,neither were the French and
British justified in invading Egypt. But,once they did so they
should have continued despite United States protests and should
have driven Nasser awayg® accomplishing thereby a falt accompll.

The Israeli invasion of Egifypt can be attributed to Israéli-
Arab disputes.

The immediate result of the Suez erisis was that 1t distracted
public attention from events in Hungary.

F.I think that after the United States the West Germany
standard of living 1s the highest in the world.

I don't think the @lermans want another world war. They have
lost too much in the last two world wars.

e sy | p—— oo ~ i i W i i P e i i . i Al g s i i, s i,
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. A%t home I thought that Germany had been rearmed %o a great
extent. I was surprised to learn after leaving Hungary that
in all Western Germany has only 96,000 people armed. I was
astonished that Western Eurdpe was exposed to Soviet mmam
pepetration.to such an extent. Now,I begin to understand
why we did m& not received Western military aid at the time
of our revolution.

In mp opinion, the West German armed forces are weaker than
the armed forces than either @reat Britain or Brance. I think

o the length of compulsory mili service in Wesut Germany is
about one yeaxr or eighteen months. Under all cireumsfances,it
is shorter than the length of military service in Huyngary.

I shared the general miew in Hungary that the German occupation
foroes were less unpopular mumt than the Soviet oscupation troops,
It cannot be denied that the CGerman officers end men were better
disoiplined than their Sotlet counterparis. :

G. I think that the British Labor Party represents considerable
politeial force in Britain,.Their polieies are most likely to
be followed in entire Ewrops. The British Labor Party should be

congidered as an le to the Worker Parties in Eastern Europe.
é: thit;:ik that British lLabor Party is very strongly opposed to
omm gm,. : ; ;

From anong the countries mentioned I think that West Germany
has the highest standard of living with Great Britain second,
then Italy,OGreece,the Soviet Union,and Egypt last.

H, Before my arrival in the United STates I had a very good
idea of what conditdons to expect here, I heard much of The
United States over the radio and I read much. I came here,not
as I would have arrived for example in Hawall,but upon my
arrival I was astonished how 1little €he United States public
3 knew about world affairsp,abd at thelr lack of interest.
They are ma unable to realise that Communish is a threat to
them as well, ;

The United States! mmxpaitzy foreign policy is very unsatis-
factory. I dm{r believe that diplomatic# experis are charting
the course of U.S, Foreign policy. '

I don't think that the United States government should give
economic 2id to any Eastern Euréipean country. By doing so,

it would only strengthen the Soviet Union economically,

With respect to Hyngary,the United States government should
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not recognige the Kadar regime. This is of no great pollitical
sgenificance,but it meanmm much morally, It is necessary to
maintain very formal diplomatic relations in order to have a
listening post to what 1s going on in Hungary. The United
STates should have no economic and ocultural relations with
the present Hungarian govermment,.

My views on what U,S. foreign policy should be have not

changed mmd much since my gr@ival in the United STates. The
. United States government should endeavor o press Nasser oubd

of Egypt and the Russians out of the satellite countries.

U.S5. forelgn policy should be firm, Such Juke-warm attitudes |
. toward the Suviet on ¢an lead to no results. The Soviet

Ug%on gga respect for only one thing,and that is pmwmm

strength, :

I think that people at home would welcome Vgstern visiters.
This would give them a chance to explain to Western visitors
what Communimm ig like in practice. It would be extremely
desirable to have newspaper men come to Hungary because they
could help form public opinion here,, ”

If going to Hungary,Western visitors should be briefed in
Hungarian history and Hungarian conditions before and during
the war. They should be told to make thelr own comparisons.
They should be warned not to form their opinions on the
PotJomkin scenary shown- to them by the Hyngarian government.

The people at home would like yery much to have aceess to
Western publications. During the past ten years Hungary has
been completely cut off from the West. The pupX people at home
know very ligtle sbout cultural and political developments
outside of Hungary. But,l do not know of any way of getting
these publicHtions to them. Perhaps,the Western legation in

. Budapest may find some way of dlstributing publlcations.

It would be desirable to have recent Hungarian refugees

connécted with such activitiee so people at home could

:ga that dhepenpdnxaiodmxe we have not forgotten about
en,

The primary purpose of the Marshall Pjan in 1948 was to aid

the reconstruction of the Western European countries. The

ggcandary purpose of this Plan was to gain political in-
uence,

Teh United STates got involved in the Korean War because
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it wanted to stop Soviet expansion in &Sia. £k This was
the mitkm only honest and prudent move of the United S ates
in foreign afifairs for a very long time,

J. In my dpdnion the UNited NAtions 1s superfluous. The
aims and purpose of the UN, are praiseworthy,but as long
as such countries as the Soviet on are members of this
organization it cannot work out in gracbice for polving
international disputes.peacefully. It very much resembles

the bankrupt league of Nations.

During those five or six days in which the Russians were not
in Budapest,the United Natiens should have sent observors
- and even poiice troops to Budapest, In that ecase,I do not
think that the Russians would have dared to return to the
city. I still am unable to understand why SEcretary-Cmmeral
gammarskjold did not personally ge to Budapest at that
ime, . :

I don't think theré 1s any change of effeative Uhited Nations
astlon in favor or behalf of Hyngary in She neer future.
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XVII, KNOWLEDGE OF AND ATTITUDES TOWARD SELECTED PERSONALITIES

A,I don't think thers is an{one either at home or outside
of Hungary I could term as the greatest living Hungarien.

This 1s the very iemimgy tregedy of the 1956 Hungarian
revolution, Namely,it did not have any sush outptanding
leaders as Kossuth in 1848.

B. By November 1 Imre Nagy was not a Communist, He was.an .
honeet H patriot, The real prime-minister Sf Hyngary.
I am afraid that the Commmists will hang him.

Cardinal zenty 1s a @ifficult problem. I do not eonsider
him the sole Hungarian leader as he i8 regarded generally
here is the West. He 1s primarily a priest,and not a poll-
- ticien. His last speech was very prudent end mederate. His
purpbses are hénest and desirable from the natienal peint
of view. As an iddividwal X respect him very muwsh. Hg is a
loyal son o6f HUngary. Through his sufferinge he has $ocused
publie attention on Hungary. - : ‘

Lasle Rajk 4s the originator of the AVH, It is an irony of
fate that he was destroyed by his own creation, He 4s &
victim of Rakoei's struggle for power.

ERno Gero is & fanatical Comminist of the mest dangerous
type. He is capable of anything, Of all Communist leaders,
I hate him the most.

One hears very contradicting things about Kadar. I think he
must be a very luke-warm Commmnist. He was a political
opponaent of Rakosi, I don't think he is very talented.X

am most caertain that he is acting under eompulsion. -

President Eieenhower is probably competing for the Nobel
Peace prize. He may be a very good military leader,but
he is nof statesman, :

Becretary General Hammarskjold is & bureancrat, All his
actions reflect the faot that the Soviet Union and his
country are neighbors.

I have a very poor opinion of State Secretary Dulles.
Prime Minister Eden tried %o continue Churchill's work,



3611
t. 61/XVII

namely to check the decline of & world power, Even Churchill
could have done nothing in Eden's place,

President TRuman cohtinuad Roosevelt's policy, He should
have been more firm toward the Russians.

Mikoyan is a Stalinist within the politbureans

Nehru is an internationalist who severaed relations with the
Eritish,but is also afraid of the Russians,

Generalissimo Chiang kei Chek caused the Bommimization of
China by falling to introduce wurgent social reforms in time,

Ferene Nagy was one of the leaders of the Hungarian Swall
Holdérs party whiech attained an overuhelming majority at
the Hungarian elestions, He committed many mistakes

He wae too cautious,amdxmypprs to0 opportunistic,and afraid
of the Cemmunists, He did not make use of the avallable
posgibilitias., It is true,however,that he was in a very .
diffieult situation, That things had devalpped so far in
such a short time in Hungery/ oan be attributed to Ferenc
Nagy's ‘¢dmedit timid and eonciliatroey poliocies.

President Rposevelt is the cause of all the polifical troubles
in thé world td4day. He misjudged zhe tguasians entirely.
: & dhis :
Chancellor fdmminmese Adenhauer/zm Christian-Demoorat leader
of Weet Germeny.His fore policy is very wise and cautlous.
Egtdoes not wish to sacrsfice the German people for foreipn
erests, '

Stalin was a dieotator who ruthlessly ligquidated his political
rivals and hundreds of thousands of people who opposed him.
He had no conscilence, It cannot be denied that he dewaloped
Soviet foreign power to such a gegree whih has been unegualed
in the history of Russla,

Malenkov wes Stalin's secretary for a long time.He 1s talented
and probably the least fanatical member of the politbureau/

Ganeralissimo Franco had certain merits in as much as he
saved Spain from the Communists.

G.Beven 1s one of the leadors of the Pritish Lebor Party.
He became mtmiiimmctwousd entirely disillusioned wlth the
Russians.,
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Kruschev is a fanaticdl Communsit who craves power, He is
& Russian chauvinist.

Molotov 1s the most talented and,at the same time,the most
narrow minded Commmist in the politburseau.

Olenhauer is a talented politician,the leader of the Social-
Demoorat party in West Germany.

Churchill is the greatest statesman of our century.It is a
pity that he was not president of the United Sgates during
World War II, Mmwtuixim Could he have been in Roosevelt's
place,I think there would be considerabby less trouble to-
day in the world.

i —— o — — — i o, S ——— —a—
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XVIII KIEOSINES ATTITUDES TOWARD EXILES AND EXILE ACTIUITIES

A, The refugees who left Hungary during end after the revolution
were mtkihmm people who took active part in the demonstrations
and the fighting,the political prisoners who fepared they would
be taken back to prison if the revolution was surpressed,a
congiderable number of people who,for economic reasons,wanted

5 to leave Hungary to start life anew under more favorable
conditions,and a number of young people who willingly lef?v

: Hungary to seek adventure. The majority of the refugees are
young people between 16 and 25 years old. I think more men
than women came out of Hungary. The majority of the refugees
come from the districts bordering Austria and from Budapest.

Practically all peasants stayed at home. They were unwilling
to leave ir meagre pogsessions, Other people rémained for
family reasons,because they had young children or old parents
they did not want to leave behind, Other peoplae remained in
Hungary because they had real estate or _m_woperw (c B AT EL)
which they did not wish to leave behind., ose people -
who had nothing to fear from retaliations and whose livelf-
hoodswere insured to a certain extent remained in Hungary.

Bt renmained because they feared that they would be un-

able to start life answ outside Hungary and feared that

they would be homeslck.

Having some idea of what 135 now going on in Hungary,I have
only pity for those who remained at home.

There werae people who prohably could have left Hungary
during and aftee the revolution,but remained refused to
do s0. It must be remembered that,bith the exception of

i a few d&yﬂ when the Russians auniatx oo Withdrew
their troops from Budapest,the Hungarian border to Austria
was constantly guarded, lany people feared running the risi

= of being caught.

I think the people at home are glad that at least we are

safe and are hawtag living under better conditons than |
at home, The saner and more intelligent elements realize |
we will be separated for a considerable fer-a.conslderable- :
length of time,

If everyone mere allowed to leave Hungary,I think 2/3 of
the present number of pepple at home would still remain.

i — it | —— o — — iy o i
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The elder people,the Hungarian peasants,and people who have
gstme property in Hungry would all mmamimx remain,

B. While I was still in Hungey I heard about the Hungardian |
National Committee and ebout some of its members, Even the |
Hungerian Commmist newspapers reported on thmm,but always |
in a malicious tone.At kmmm home,I somehow expeoted them |
to do much more for Hungary than they were able %o accomplirh, |

. (Respondent is reluctant to answer questions concerning his
; contact with refugmesaepantzaidsmx pollitical organizations
'én gﬂ? and politicians since his errival in the United
. tates.

In Hungary we heard that the Hungarian National Council
consipts of the Semocratic politicians in exile who left
Hungary in 1046 and 1947. All Humgarilan democratic partien
are represented in the National Council. The p se of the
Netdonal Cowcil is to pepresent the free Hungariane.

I heard about the M,H,B.K. in prison. It is an organization
of Hungarian army officers who fled to the West in 1945,

On paper it is a freterhal organizatlon,but its trus purpose
is to copduct esplonage for the United STates. Its leader
is the Hungarisn fascist @eneral Zako. This organization
has sent"numerous Hungarian young refugees back to Hungaxy
and subgequently elther to prison or the gallows. _

I heard about the Cnristian Democratic Union ab home in
Hyngary. It maintains contact with the Christien Socidlle®
parties of OGlembemer-enmé _Adenauer and de Gasperzl, .

I heard that the Internattonsl Peasant Union is & union of
all peasant paerties in exile. It is headed by the one-time
b POliﬁh R SR T IR T prime—mmiﬂter Mj_lr_ola,jczyk,,

The &iato Hotar is a Hungerian Democratic newspaper published

2 in Germany. The Hungarian Communist newspapers at home w»e- gus-
pect 1t very much, but were forced to admit that 1ts literary
evel was high.

I knew that Father Bela Varga was the chairman of the Hungarian
National Council. I knew him at home in Hungery. He wae &
very good friend of my fabher.

About Ferenc Nagy, we knew at home that he purchased a farm
herein the U,S, and he is now farming.

e . ——— T —— — sy . &
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Eokhardt Tibor 1g a very talsnted Hungarian politician who
opposed the Nazis and fled from Hungary in 1941,

Paul Auer was a member of the Hungarian small holders Party
and later became the Hungarian minister to France.

Imre Kovass is a peasant Party writer who fled from Hungary
in 1947. He urote several books in exile,

Imre Selig is a Social Demoeratis Party leader now residing
in Londono 3 ¢

Charles Powell was the best known Social Democratic leader
who died resently, :

Miklos Kallai was the_ Prime Minister of Hungary until

March 1944 when the Germans over ran our country. He sought

refuge in the Turkish®legation bullding in Budapest. Later

he was deported and aBter thé war, went to Italy. He 48 °

goﬁn?ege.in the U.S, and is a member of the Hungarian National
punicd, :

Zoltan Pfeiffer was originally a Small-holder Party Parliament
member who later formed his own opposition party..He wes
anti=Cerman and is anti-Communist. At present, he 4s the
editor«in-chief od the Hungarian People's Volce, a newspaper
published here in the U.S. :

Istvan Baronkovics was the editor of the Magyar Nemzet at
home. He was anti~Nazi and is anti~Communist., He f£fled from

Hyngary in 1047,

Kozi-Horvath is a brave, outspoken priest who opposed both
Germans and Communilsts. He was forced to flde from Hungary.

General Zakov was a Fasclst army officer in the Horthy army
who later was promoted to the renk of Major-General by the
Hungarian Fasclsts leadery, Szalasi, He organized a fraternity
of Hungerian army pfficers in Austrighnd Cermany, but the real
purpose of the organization which was called MHVK was to
conduct espionage for the Amerlcan intelligence., He sacri-
ficed many young Hungarlian refugees.for material gain.

General Ferenc Farkas was at one time, the -I-f&%?n&& of the
Hungarian boy scouts. He was a general in the Horthy army.

T T e s e s e S i e e S e iy s A — e —— — —— i . T i i — e ———— — e T e —
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Contrary to general belief, Otto von Hapsburg has no
ambitions for regianing the Hungarian throne, He is &
Rep@iblican who has a very good Hungarian education, He
speaks exeellent Hungarian.

Governor Horthy died recently in Portugal, He lived com-
pletely withdrawn from the political fleld. It cannot be
doubted that he meant well and that his intentions were good,

It 1s my impression that the Hungarian politicians in exlle
did not do enough for Hungary. I suspect that they made a
profession out of being exile politicians and thelir primary
concern was to make a living.

At home, I was unable to see the possibilitles which stood
before the emzile politicilans.Here in the U.S,, I must
-acknowledge with regret that there is not much the exlle
politicians and the exile political erganizations can do

During the revolution, I thought thatj){the Hungarian National
Council would attempt to induce official cireles here In the
U.S, and in other Western European nations to interfere in
thd Hungarian situation on behalf of the ¢ivilian population
at home which was being slaugthered by the Russlans, -

C. I have met several Hungarians who fled to the West in
19045 and later returned., Most of them returned because of
homesickness and hecause they had left families at home.
Without exception, they regretted having returned. Theyy
were unfortunate people who realized that the time gy

of their return was the time at which they gave up a
comparatively much better life than they would lead in

ngary a

The purpose of the Communist re-defection campalgn was

to have all Hyngarians at home. It also had 1t¢s propaganda
value, but I think that, by and large, this campaign was
unsuccessful,

D, The people at home want to establish closer contact
with the refugees, they want to know what circumstances
the refugees are living under. The people at home shmld

be told that the refugees are living a free life and are
satisifed with their lots. Communist propaganda concerning

e . —— . — — o o —— — i i
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a large number of dissatisfied Hungarians living in refugee
campe must be countered,

I think that the primary task of 2l1ll Hyngarians exiles is

to find Jobs and support themselves and sae save money for
the time when they oan riturn to Hungary. The present exiles
would be able to form the core of a democratic society in

a free Hungary. They are now attending an excellent schools
in democraoy. :

I am already a member of the Hungarian Freedom Fighters"
Federation headed by Genersl Bela Kiraly. The purpose of

this organization iz to unite all refugees and freedom
fighters, It includies, not only FF, but all Hungarians in
exlle who are of democratic leanings, We do not want Hungarian
Fagelsts or Commmists to be members of this organization.

Before 1948, I sympathized with the Hungarilan Sgceial-Democratic
Party. I do not lmow anything about the Hungalan political
padties in exile. I Think that there are no political parties
here in exile, only exile politicians. I sympathize with

all political parties which were participating mt~- in the
,gggigrian eoalition with the exception of the Commumist

I kriew about the revival of the Hungarian politiceal parties

at ¥ home during the revolution. I also took part in this.

For example, I gave back to the Small-holders Party, the
premises which had been taken away from thep by the Communists
to be used for student homes and day nurseries. I approved

of the activites of the democratic parties in Hungary during
Tthe revolution, The democratic political anarchy which existed
for a time must not be maintained permenently. It was necessary
to provide the proper framework whixh represented the millions
of Hungarian workers and which could later take over the
government.

I don't think that the Hungarians in exile should have returned
during the revolution. They should have returned only after
order had been restored in Hungary. But the politicans in
exile must realize that in the meantime, the new gereration
had grown up at home which also demands partiepation in
political activities.

E, I intend to return to Hungary as soon as she i1s liberated.
In the meanwhile, should I have children born here im the U.S.,
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I would insist that they learn to speak and write Hungarian,
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XIX, AUDIENCE REACTION TO RADIO AND LEAFLETS

A, Until my arrest in 1951, I listened reguidrly to
foreign radio broadeasts. Until the spring of 1956, I
was-wnable to listen to broadecasts myself beocause T was in
pespen, prison, but I listened to broadcasts regularly
ggr the three mohths before the revolution when I was a

ee man,

I listened to almost all foreipn stations. Resception was
best for BBC Hungarian broeadeasts, then for the VOA, the
Radio Paris and RFE last, I only listened to the Hungardan

e broadcasts. Sometimes to the French language
broadsasts, I listened regularly from 7 til 10 every night.
What I heard, I mlways discussed the next day in the mine
with my friends. ,

I listened to these broadeasts over my father's radio in
his company and on very rare occassions, we would have one
or twolfriends. We did not lock the door, but we were
careful, We did not tune in too loudly snd for any sign
of anyone appraoching, we dialed to another station,

I received verbal accounts of the foéreign radio broadcasts
while I was working in the prison eoal mine, from 1053

t1l 1956, I was on good terms with some of the otvilisn
workers. They regularly reported to me what was being
broadeast over the fomeign radio.

It was not a oriminal offense to listen to the foreign
radio, but it was a punisheable orime of inoiting against
demoeracy and the people!s government, if someone told
another about what he heard over the foreign.radio. Such
erimes were punishable up to three years of imprisonment.

I dontt think that this danger deterred anyone from
listbning to these broadcaste. Until 1948, it was not
prohibited nor dangerous to listen to forelgn broadcasts.
At the height of the Communist terror in Hungary, in 1950
and 1951, and 1952, foreign radio eseeeunés~ listening
was very severely punished, After 1953, these "ecrimes"
were not taken so seriously,

The foreign broadcasts served to keep alive the spirit
of resistance in the people behind the iron curtaln.
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These broadcasts contalned muoh propaganda which was
probably more effective than might have been suspected.
At least, this is what the Hungarian revolution indicates,
But this does not mean that the Hungarian revolution was
directly caused by foreign braodaests, It was only a
contributing factor, :

I think that the most reliable and the least blased
were the BBC programs. Then ranks Parls Radio, I am
unable to give my opinion of the present broadcasts
because I am wnable to listen to them. ;

I preferred the BBC programs for their reliability, and
the Free BEurope programs for the commentaries on the news.
My impression of the RFE programs was that the RFE news
items were not always reliable, but that the explanations
of the political situation ¥¢ and events abroad and in
Hungary in the form of commentaries was excellent, I
formed my opinion of the aceuracy of fvreign broadcasts
by listening to .several broadoasts and comparing them
with each other and with the materilal published in the
Hungarian preses or in the breadcasts of the Hungarian
radio., I wae able to check events pccurring inside

Hungary personslly.

With the 8xception of RFE, all foreign stations were
very restrained during the revolution. RFE was very
propagandistic. I, myself, was unable to listen to
broadeasts during the revolution because I had no
time for it. I jd formed my opinlon on what I heard
from others.

Sometimes RFE was too optimistic and was inclined to
create false hopes. This was best expressed by one of
my friends before the revohution. He told me, "In the
evening, I listen to RFE; in the morning I ge® up

and am angry that the Americans are still not heret"

I think that RFE should continue its broadeasts inbdo
Hungary, but the programs must be revised, I don't know
what the present programming is becasue, since my arrival
in the U,S., I haven't had the opportunity to listen

to RFE programe, therefore when I say that the programs
must be revised, I keep in mind. the pre-revolution programs
and those during that period., RFE must give rellable news
service. And realistic evaluation of events at home and
their outlooks. In this way, people at home will not be

discouraged and disillusioned,

— e - — o—— S S P—
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Their hopes and spilrits must be kept alive, but not by
promis them future miracles. It is better to make
the people understand that & political change will re-
quire time instead of telling them that & political
change can be expected in the very nead future,

When that near future comes and nothing happens, then
the people will not believe anything any more.

B, I have seen the initials NEM on leaflets which were
smuggled dn to us by eivilian miners who were working

with us at the time when I was in the prison coal mine,
This wae at the end of '54 and the beginning of 55,

At that time, I also received a copy of the twelve demands.
This was at the end of '54, It listed the 1945 political
demands, These demands were fairly realistic.

Ce I do not remember any Free Europe Press abbreviations
on the leaflets I satt, I remember the NEM leaflets, "Were
they not $denticalf” :

Begide the twelve demands which I have already mentioned
there werls leaflets containing cartoons of the Stalin
statue fall on Rakosi., In the summer of 1955, we re-
celved seve copies, of the publication called

Szabad Magyagorszag. I am not certain about the title.
There were 8 or O issues of thig newspaper which was
dropped in leaflet form into Hungary.

When these leaflets were smuggled into the prison labor
camp by the civilian miners, we always passed them on

to reliable friends among the prisoners. These were passed
from hand to hand until they were torn and ragged.

I did not hear about any leaflets, but the leaflets

that were dropped in our district always came into

my possesgion. I was fortunate in working together

with aYXY Social~democratic worker, elderly, who hated
the Conmumilst regime intensely. He was alwaye willing to
take the risk of smuggling leaflets and newspapers to
us,

Had we been caught, the person who had supplled us would
have been imprisoned and discilplinary punishment for us.



4+ =y

e s S e e m—— ot — . — — —— — — i, .
e v, ey el e e e e e, g S o i S —p— e e -

%sem T2/X1IX

These leaflets served & good purpose: they kept alive
the opposition of the people, They also gave us hope
that there would eventually be an end to our prison
terme, We always wailted for the next leaflets because.
the newspaper leaflets which I mentioned, were numberd.
We always kept & record of issues received and those
still outstaading,

I don't ¥mow 8f any leaflets having been dropped into l
Hungexry during the revolution,

I think that FEC should continue to drop leaflets be-
cause they serve to strengthen the resistance against
the Communists, : ,

I think it must be realized that with the aid of leaflsts
and broadeasts, there is no possibility of inciting the
Hungarian people to.a new revolution, but these leaflets
should contain the proper evaluation of the recent 2&ght-
rebellion and they should stress the fact that the entire
Western world sympathizes with theim cause. Thosze at :
homa should be informetl that the West has not given wp
all hope of freeing Hungary. But the promises and hopes
stirredsf should be realigbtic ohes. In a certain sense,
this 1s poppaganda, but it is necessary. The leaflets
should also give advise on how %o conduct passive re-

s istance against the Communmists. It would also be very
important to warn those Communigts who are now exercising
terror over those at home that their day of reckoning mey will
come for them, too. ' k-8

D, The purpose of the Western organizations in broadcasting
news and in sending leaflets ip to increase the resistance
of the zg:ple behind the iron curtain and to thereby

weaken Soviet Union, I don't know of any differences

in the various groups.
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b o. % CHILD REARING AND DISCIPLINE

A, THE MOST IMPORTANT THING IS REARING CHILDREN is
to give them a religlous, moral education. They should
be taught the true meaning of the Ten Commandants and |
! taught to observe them. It can be disputed as to whether
the Ten Commandments are religious preeepts or moral
s - laws, nevertheless, they contain the essential rules
of human conduet in society, |

I think 1t is necessary to discipline children and for
this reasen, it may be advisable at times o resort to
physical punishment, but phyeical punishment shmld beé
applied with eaution and only when absolutely necessary.
The individual character and personality of the child should |
be taken into consideration. ‘

I don't think boys and girls should be treated equelly in -
questions of disgeipline, I think that mothers better under-
stand daughters, : :

As the ¢hild grows oldéer and reaches adolescence, and
his personality and pride developly it can do much harm
to the ahild to resort %o physical punishment, On the
other hand, the child's sense of reason has developed and
this may be appealed to, instead. '

" &

I was fourteen when I ex received extremely poor grades
on my report card at the end of the winter semester. I
flunked mathmetics. When I got home and showed my report
card to my father, he gave me three slaps/

The case of children six years or older is probably
punished most frequently by the mother, the father rarely,
but in exceptional cases and he inflicts heavier punishment.

twms o

I think that mothers punish children of both sexes, but
fathers punish obhly sons. I think that daughters ten or
‘older are very rarely punished by the father. I don't know
of any eases of girls 12 or 13 or older being punished by
the father. I think that, in generalm the corporal punishé
ment of children is more frequent among simple families of
workers and peasants, but there is no change even in these
families in respect to which parent administers punishment.

I am not aware of any changes concerning whichbparent
punished the child during Communism,

. Corporal punishment is abolished for boys at 14 or 15

and for girls, at 11 or 12, ‘but under any circumstance,
at 13, Girls rarely can get slapped.
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Punishment, in general, is abandoned at the age of 16

or 17, but on the other hand, I received a slap from my
father when I was 20 years old. I think that termination
of punishment is determined by the child's ability to
support himself.

I think that Communism affected the frequency of parental
punishment inasmuch as corporal punishment was abolished
in all schools and this probably caused a decline in
physical punishfment at home., I don't think there

was any differance f under Communism in the kind of
punishment or the age at which it was abandoned at home.

Under Commmism, corporal punishment was abolished in
our schools. It was replaced by scolding and in more
severe cases, by expulsion.

The characteristics most valued in a friend are relisbliity
and sincerity. A freind must be of the same political
opinion as I.

THE END
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