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Interriewa: A% the beginning of the interview the
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res ondent mads the following iantroductory reuarks ebout
hingel?, "in 1940 I entered the service of the Hnistry
of Trade in Hungary. In the szme yeor I becauwe llungerlen
.21 abteche in Pozsony. Then later I wes transfer-

- - -

red %o lopnennsgen, Penmerlit. In the fall ol 1944

-

eacaped

to Swadea dectusc of my invelvement iv the Lezy resisten-

I peturne? o lunzrry in lisech 1946, In Lungery I be-
cama # menber of the pessent perty. In Becember 1946 1
was appointed to the Viee »resident of the nffiece of for-

wien the AVO
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T vas conviebdd end speat 52 months in Recsk. In 19535
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wes set free. At the Hime of

the revolutioa I weos living in Balatonfured. During the

% aof the ravoluosion I wes seversl tilies io Dudavest,

Afbor the Russiens overturned the revolution I gscaped

iz on November 19th. Letsr on 1 weas
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quaitioned by the VN commistee iaventigating © sne Hungeri-

Votuing new can be sald sbouf it.

e 20th Convress of iths Comunist Perty brought a cecl-
give chonge. Ve hespd {rom the Vestern radissetetions adout
the telk of rushchevw. Psople felt that some reat change

in coming. Nvaen the pecple of the Communist Party falt

that the line of Stalin cennot be followed for xXxumgx e
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long tinme. The right wing of the Communist Party regmine-
ed its voice, Rekosi and Gerd tried to counterbalance such
movemants. Rakosi tried to sabotage the chznge. Even
ijogcow found 1t diszgreeable that the Hungarisn Party lea-
ders were so stiff, Perticularly it was so in the Yugos-
lav problem. The press in Yugoslaevia was constantly ate
tacking Rakosi and his clique. Finally Rakosi delivered

a speech in Iger where he remembered the 20th Congress of
the Party s#nd telked about the rehabilitation of Rajk.
‘hen his speech was »nrinted in the newspapers *he pecple
tore the vnapers out of kke one another's hands. They were
so eager Lo read 1%, Iverybody felt that the change is
right on the corner. At that time Xadar Janos wss one of
the leaders against Rakesi. The Tight ageinst Rekosi was
particulerly conspicuous in literery and intellectual
life, The Iroszovetscg had a leading role. The writers
were llarxists but thyy wanted a change. The first meeting
of the Pettfi kor was a mass denonstratlon. Most of the
speakers were Communists but they wented freedon., The se-
cond meeting of the Petdfi kor was held in the Park klub
end led to stormy scenes, Many people wanted & freedom

of speech there. The leader £x of agitation in the Perty
Nogradi Sendor zccuzed the writers with rightist de-
viations., There were stormy fcenes at the Party nece-
tings., At one time Rakosi put down 400 names on a list
and he demanded the arrest of all those people. But

the Party leadership voted hinm down. It wes during this

meeting thet Kadar Janos attecked Rekosi. They had an
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exchenge _
exsrimgr of words during which Kadar said to Rakosit
"Yfe are sepereted by nountzins of corpses". This meeting
of the Party Immismxmlity lesdership was stl1ll in session
when lliikoyan arrived 1n Budepest. liikoysn seeing the situ-
ation in Budapest conitacted lloscow and a few days later
gtwx 2t the beginning of July llescow pernitied that Rakosi
ghould be replaced. As a gaw guarantee for lioscow (erd
wes selected 0 succeed him. The ennouncement of Rakosi's
dismissal had treuendous effect upon public opinion. in
Balatonfured there had been more chempa re consumed on
that one evening than over a vhole year. Lver-body felt
that a great change in the Perty line muct coms. Gerd Rimk
€1t that he cannot keep up the shift to the right, how-
aver, he tried o sabotage it or %o slow it down., TFor
gxarple, the Irodelimi Ujlsag was very impcrtant in the

newsprint

changes. Gerd did not give wpmprnc for the Hrodalmi Ujsag.
By the time'ﬁﬂé could hesy many opinions in the line of
a2 nztional Communism end maay people demended that Nagy
Imre should return. In the second part of August I was
in Eu&épest Por a few days on a official trip. At that
time T met Boldlgsar Ivan an 0ld acquaintence of mine
fr-omt the peasant party. Doeldlzsar told me that a new
newapaper will be sterted under the title Hetfdi Hirlap.
He asked me to have z tourist column sdhemex in the paper.
In connsction with this plan I visited Beldizsar several
times in his office which was in hke New York Palace.
Originslly we plenned tco iasue thia paper on the firast

llonday of Séptember, towever, Gerd did nct gilve newsprint
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for such purposes., Finally on October let the announce-
ment came that next Sundey night the peper will be on
the street. On thoet Sundey night from 8 p.m. on mascses
were on the gireei walting for the paper, particulerly
on the Korut of Budepest masses were stinding om every
sireetcorner. 70 000 copies were printed., But they were
not encugh Lo aatisfy the demand. People tore the paper
out of the hand of the newavendors. llany neonle beceme
injured in the m2lee. The police had to interfere.
Dverybody felt that something new is coming. The leader
of the first issue was written by Boldizgar with the
title "Tiszta Leppal® (With Clear Accourt ). Itlwas an
open atieck against Rekosi. He demanded Nagy Imre; ne dew-
manded a new road of politles. It wes the voice of a
formsl opposition. Uy the way. the paper was writéen

contributors
nostly by Communicte, 80% of the waikulorminygs were

Communist. VYor exsmple, Vasarhelyi said that we must be
elmost aeulrals. The pspesy had a tremendous succebs

right on Ociober Ist. Then on October 17th and 18th came
the students’ meeting in Szeged where a new students' or-
ganizatl n vas established. The demznds >f the revolution
were estzbl shed thersz. The delegates of the students of
Budapest behaved themselves in & diplomatiec way. They
wanted Thet the DISZ should stay on and they did not

want to make axny staizments against the Fussiens. The
studentd' meeting tcok placs on a Saturday end the

Hetfoi Hirlep reported on it on the first page. There

were msny othner changes on the intellectual line. For
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examnle, it was permitted that the play of Nemeth Lasz-
lo mpg Galiled m{%e performed, althouzh it had been
prohibited for 5 years. Lbout the same t:ime Gerd m visi-
ted Tito and Kadar Jénos was ¢ member of the delegation,
Gerd's vigit caused much resentment in Hungery. IEverybody
knew that Tito wanted friendly releti ns with Hungary
but at the same time he neglected Gerd. 'hen came the
Poligh events. The runors spread very fast in Budapest.
We learnt right sway about ithe fact that Bulgenin and
Krushchev were visiting Warsaw. The general oplnion was
that the Polish necple are behaving in a coura eous way.
So finally the students decided thet on the 23%»d of Oc-
tober they will arrange for a mass demonutretion in the
sympathy with the Poles. Oun that day I was in Budapest
again a'd saw many of the evenis., The mass really did not
want anything but a mass dsmonstrotion in sympathy of the
Polish people. & 100 QU0 people kxmude turned out but

the Poligh character has been maintaeined. They marched to
the statue of General Pem. There Veres Peter delivered

a spsech in nationalistic spirit. Gerd returned on the
same day from Yufoslavia znd in his speech delivered in
the radic he used menccing words. lle saié, the Party knew
now to handle the situaticn. He announced that the Pexrty
leafersnip willl have 2z meeving in a wesk. He told those
things at 8 p.m. through the radio a2t a i1ime when every-
bedy was ocan the sireets and was expectirg the prompt
abdication of Gerd. The mass became very excited and

marched to the Radio Stetisn. They wanted to interrupt
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the spezech of CGerd. There &t the radic siation the AVO

people mshot into the mass. Gerd had very clear concep-

tiong ezbout the rilivation. He kmew that 2 revolution was

in preperation, however, his strategy was thet the revo-

luticn can be liguldeted within a few hours with the aid

intervention

of Rustian military hxsclSsuswoec and the’ he con prove

to loscow that the iine of 5talin kzE& has to be continued

in Hungary. Sowever, he made one mistelke, The Russians
arny

ware nobt prepared e such gn eactlon. The Hungorlan prswed

and police forces sided with the rewvolut.on with the ex-

ception of the &¥& AVO, The Russisn troons stationed in
Hunrary were wnot railable. For exemple, he Russisan com-
mander in GyOy Jeclaved thet they did no: went to inver-
fere. They dié nei wan’ to fight against the Hungerian

irv. Gerd's ssretegy was shat
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et that time ever Lloscow was nesixtant and 4id not want

to interfers openiy with the Hungarian a’failra, After the

shart of the revolulion the army sided wi.ith the rewolution-

gries, The AVO people secing the sltuetion and particu-
Rasslian

thai thers was ne @Meodsy inservention did

not come out openly apainst the revolution. It happened

in Budapest that 2 devot 4f ganunition ad guns was

ceded by the AVO pecple. So it havpened hat from the

Pivat few houwe thz revelutionaries hed suns and anyunie

tion., I do not thiank That the morale of she AVO wes hyo-

ken but they did not sry to chellenge the overwhelming

force of the revolutionsriss. On the night of October 23rd

Nagy Iwre became prime minister dbub Gerd stayed on s gecre-~

tary generel of the Farty. This situation irritated the
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pecple. On the next day one could see that the revolu-
tion is spreading. The rumor sbout it spread over the
country-~side. In Brlaltonfured for example, the triumph

of the revoluiicn did not require more than 30 minuted.
300 workers from ikemizkg the shipworks came out as a
denonsiration., They tore down the red star from the buil-
ding of the factory. They sitood in attention and sung

tie Hungarien Netional enthem. After that a civilian de-
wonstretion in which about 10 te 15% of she populetion
participated overturned the Ruscien willtary monurent.

It did not iske wore “han one day that county Veszprem
ghould be %zken over by the revolutionaries. All the
Commualst office holders stayed in their offices. they
were asked to do o by ihe revelutionaries since they wvan-
ted to work them in common. For example, the loecal AVO
sommandey in Balsitonfured was & rether important person
since Rakosi had a2 lorge coitage in Dalatonfured where

he received many iaporiant Communist guests. This AVO

commander was not arrested but asked by the revolutionar-

ize to stay in his apartmeat in his own interest. lhere
were no atvocities in the couuniryside. The change went

on peacefully. Lverybody was too opntimistic ia making &
judgement. Ve hoped that the UN will come up with sonme
belp. I undersiend {hat the Soviet ambassador in Budapest
informed the forel -u idgw diovlomata that thers were nego-
tiations going on bebtween the Hungarian and Russien
governmuent about the withdrawal of the Rus:ian troops from

Hungery. Therswsez There ware actually euch nsgotiations.
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On the morning of Ngvember 4th the situation looked as if
the revolutionaries would have aschieved complete victory.
On the next deay work was suppczed to be icken up in every
factory. The revelutionsry councils were working preity
well aluwost everyuwhere. Then sudd enly o the sams aay
come the statement c¢f Xadar issued from /izolnok whexre he
ennounced that the goveranesnt aclkmowledges some of the
demendas of the revolubion. At that time ki most people
still
mepmat hoped in & miveecles, Actually what hepnened was
that Xadar was kidnapped by the Russisns and foreced to go
to Sgolnok end to 2o what the RFussisns told him about
forming a geveruneit znd @uimgx csrvying ocut 211 the orders
of the Soviel. When the people realized vhat had happensd
they went into & passivity. Nobedy wanted to work. Up to
November 19th Kadar was unable to blackmnil the Hungarians.
In the cariy days of Hovemter the Russlaus were not vet

prepared to crust the Mungarian revolution., I beard it

|
Lot
-

nfured who was o dally gueest in

our hotel ithet on Jovenbar 6th

e

1@ was ordered to appcar in
Vaszprem whexre he was sumacned he shoudd teke up Russian
wnlforn and should periicinate in crushing the Tascisi
revolutiocn. He rsfused to do so. In the vhole county

of Vegzprem onliy two AVO people took up ihe Russian uni-
form. The fussizrve 4il not have gnough troeps in Hung-

ary =0 theyr turned towayrd thelr nstural :llizs the AVO
people. OUn2 mast not forges, however, th:t even smong tre
AVO peopls there wore some leas enthusiastic s fBmum

Communists, B ,
Pommmdame For exaaple, the fellow I have just memtioned.
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Originally he hal been an agriculturel woerker. Then he
joined the AVO! Once he told me for example:*l would
really like to sarry oul paysieal work again®. By the
way many Communists were e.gainst the Ru sian intervention
and openly stated %hat They dipagraed vith it. Tor exansle,
the leader of the hotel businews in Balatonfured, a Par-
ty member, snnouncad e the nceting of the workers that
he disapproves the Russlan interference. All the workers

shared ihe same opinion. Concerming the effect of the re-

volution I would like ﬁo state the following things. In ’
1956 during the time of Gerd a great liberaeligation
started in Bungary. This liberelization could be very
well feit ir the field of trade and commerce. There were
' example, that
%ﬁ%?sg for cumaEkeithe hotel business should be given
Eﬁﬁé to its 0ld owners. There was another pian aboud
creating a lerge touvist traffic in Hungory. They wanted
touwrigte {rom the Jestern countries. In Gthe sumﬁer of
55 fTormer laadowners wsre told to mpx¥ apply for state
jobg in agriculiure. laen sgain Vas Zoltan got an inpor-

tant job. I Hagy imre Was perpitted in July to form
& goverumeni there woulé net neve been any revolution

the i1iberzl achievements conld have been

The mejor feactor lsading #0 the revold was the low

stapdard of living. Brerybedy had to cheat in order to

o

weke & 1iving, added to that was the generel insecurity

of life snd freedom. Insecurity for every DETBON BT
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in every line. It would huve teen possible to prevent
the vevolution mwe provided a certain liberal policy was
follewed. Neither the Paiifi kor the Iroszovelseg
vanited a vewolubion. Concerning the liberal tendencies
prevelent in the nmomuer of 56 I went to menition an
example concarning frded Perenc. le was the left extre-
mest leader of the psssant Party. By the way he had spend

- i Yo £ o Ta 2 0
2 weeks with Tit

o and he was openly praising his systen.
In the sprwer of Y6 Frder invited Farkss Feienc one of

the former Leadern of the peagant party whom he had 1i--

gquidated. Eerded invited him for & Ifriendly dinner and

wade & polivicel compronise. He wanted to secure hie

political fubure Ly talking up PTriendly relations with

i
other elements. Aboul the sawe time an interesting change
couid be observed in the hader mi¥miy policy of whe

SLTU
Party. The class e ginply suspended., Now the

Tarty wanled fo enploy e rtg, not peopie «f pyoleiavian

W

'.r.;

origin.
Tn 1956 eor perhspe even ir 1955 the mysizma aystem of

controls was by no neans efficlant neither complets.

’

On ny parsonal idcntiYicsticn card for example, it was

stated thet T em excluded Tzonm the ¢liy of Budapsst. I

wanh fo visit Budspesit though. ¥ohody checked on na.

The achievemsnie o a li¥%ersl pelicy came llike membe:
of & cheirv. More and nore peovle were set free from the
jaills, There wag & council of rehabilitation end people

were rehebilitetad on sn cssembly line. The Communists
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openliy sald that they wentezd to restore the situation

88 1t hed axisted in 1948,

(3e) The gencral sim wa3 to hav: a more libernl government.
hey wznied HNersy Imre as primeminister. Of course, thers
were many shades. The wmajority of the youth wanted 2 poli-
ey con the lines of Tito, parhrnsg leter op o coalition of
the parties but they did not went amyxme:= snything more
rightlagt than the Gormulka zovernment. lfcutally Gerd is

regonsible that out of such moderste demands a revolus-

- Mobody woated bloodshed. Un the other

pectzd succee3ss from the revolution, Ivery-
bedy was alrzid of a2 HRusslan intervention. The revolution
was notv praprred; however, when once it weas on its way
it was imnossibles 4o @von it.

(3g) Tieve were kuf nerdly eny aeutwel people. 95% of thé peop-
le wecepisd the alus of the psmgis revolutiocn. The old
giddle class showed » certain passivity. The main Luesre
faetors of tneif%vulaﬁﬂoa were the youth and the working
clazu., The pesganiry could not get eny poart in the revo-
lution it they syupsildzei with the revelution. They
gave Zood for mothing. The attitude of the workers was
very interssiing. fov excmolza,: in our Esuakbalaton Vendsas-
glato Ugzewm we callad » meeting of the workers together

supposed tc be elected
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through secyet vots. Ve hai to persuade the people to

el J.

vote. First they dld not want to. FPinally a council of
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peven membarsg was

I became eledted

after Hovenber 4th o

Then shere wss g
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slected. Only one of them wes a Communist.
as & member tco. Then we agreed thas
final worders' council will be elected.

ond e¢lection and the final workers®

ey

council coconeisted of She szme 7 members,

The most porular

clained certain ¢

ment with Duesia

the Hungarien ux

peopiz.

Peorle ta

siogen was after October 24th: "Cut with

ochey importarnt slogens wented freedom,
freedom >f speech and 30 om,
exsrmple thet

govenic alms for XSwpX¥E, the trade agree-

a‘nv slo gens

gaould be published. In this respeci

aniun Jdeposits were on tihe minds of the

ized about it very ruch., There was a

general feeling that the couniry could be very rich with

thue wreanivm deposii found within the country. There were

litical parties h

particg of the coalition were popular,

whlch musheco

E3m, 'oere were o

i (T PTUR P, LAt TSPt JE e
COMmimeaing g e

guch as Nagy Inre

Then again hovecs

narty. Lven

The revolution wes

but Fam few of the po-

ewven wmore pavties
al eny masg vehind them. The 4 large

The other parsiies
hed nething but the

RO I TR,
lecder., Thars

sinads pariies. Almost everybod y who vian-

lished his own partiy.

a? Imee Hagy that there will be 2 coa-

£ general swiivssiawax enthusi-
the leadershiy 8 of the

Yarty end the peopie who came up znow

s ozeNLo, HBadnr, Vas ware rather porpular,
Bela was popular out of the small-hol-

Tildy behaved himself very cleverly.

-\' . .
e’ anti-Communist. Everybody wanted
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to achknowledge the Conmunist Perty in the coalition. is
Nagy (nre established e cozlition 1t was a good and

workabls compromisa. The whole couniry would have accep—-
Losonczry | Communists.
ted Nagy, ladar, Lamascey as Geupunismx At the present

time there 1s no more »opular person in lungary than Inre

There ere some right czitremist people in the revolution,
however, the Horthy pzople had no real role. lialeter pro-

ibited that any of the loxthy officers chould have any
role or any o»ffice., Siadlariy there wes no roie given m 1o
those psople who Just left the jaili. The loraer Szolgebiro
4id not get any ofice either, On the otler hend many of
the highschool teachers had important porsts in the new

administration,.

Between Octoover 23:d end Hovember 4th I cpent most of the
sime beiwsen Balatenfured znd Badapest. I did not take
any parts in Lighting and ald not accept an} pollticsal
jobs. It was kwown to everybody that I hed been arcested.
Iy person would have been & politicel 1lieblity in eny
politieal job. At the Zime of the revolution I was mana-
fer %géﬁ hotzls in Baleoton.fured. Because of such posltion
had to pariicipaie in the organization which wanied to
gupply the rovoluticnavies snd the civilisn population

of Dudaypsst with food. For exsuple, we gave the trucks

of the hotels for suech purpose. The chairman of the locsl

revolutionery, councll orgarized the collection of the

=

food. Vith the trucks I wer® down to Budepest 2 or 3 times.
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During my visits in Budapest I took up connections with
my friends in the Pettfi part which was the continnation
of the old peasant pariy. Some of my friends told me that
after the revolution I could go back to the offlce of fo-
reign trede, The road between Balatonfured and Budapest
wie Pree. .t Szekesfehervar the Russians were checking
everybody, however, everybody could go on who had his pa-
1O
parggiegitimationw The Russians were intevested only in
checking the delivaiy of szmuniton to Budapest. For excmple,
LG
wa reseived papers fm;ﬁ the local revolutionary councill
in Huagserisn and Ruesian lengusge. There were no trains
»emEE ruuninrg,. leny peovle were on the highways walking
or getting s ride on the differemd trucka.
‘hen I was in Budapess on October 25th and 26th I did not
gee b ut I did hear scme shooting. It happered in daytime.
As we could put the nswa snd the sounds together the revo-
luticnsries and the & xmy wes fighting ageinet the AVD
peoplé.
No Hungariax tyceps dsfied their orders aince there wexre
no comcrate orders. By the way, this is one of the Commu-
nist cherges ageinst Yagy Imre nowadeys. The army was &
fellure fror the point of the view of th: Communism. It
simply sidec with the vevolutionaries. The cofficers slded
with thz reveluticneriass, gave orders and the crew fol-
lowed those orders I would say enthusiesticly.

No,

T @id psrticipate in the nass demonstration in Balaton-
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fured.or Cctober 24th in the morning beitween 9 and

9.50 g.m. The mass wes merching peacefully. On the two sides
the axmy and the local police were marching . Everybody

hed red-white-green cwblem. The mess cheered'the army.

The ermy geve the truck to overjturn the Rusaien mili-

tery monumen’. It was Lound to the truck and dragged

down.

(5b) The hotel business came 40 the conclusion that we cannoi
mgke a gencrel sirike, Ve had o give food %o the »eople
who regularly came to us tc eel, however, we cut down on
the extracrdinery or luxury meals. Bkexyx The regulsr szr-
vices mmimzx went on., V3 ¢ifered our hotel Tor the wounded

-

people ia the revoluiion. In Balatonfured the brick factory,
. October

the ship wexks and the vril stopped working on Seckbei

24th., Tt wes decided that they will vesums work oa Noven—

on the work
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mrtially but even then they
Jalll' of the workers of the shipworks
ieft the ccunsry. After November 4%h the main busiress

of the truck of cur coupany was to deliver people to th

14

border of the country whe wanted to escapsz.

(5e) The priuting shops in Ddletonfured and Veszprem prlated

leaflets. The leafleiz repeated the avnouacement of thae
T

1»&'::‘“1 %

L £ o

o

velublonary gouncil of Guir end

w

some ohner announcenmernts

o«

Sl

E= 0o bhehove ;;e-;;;-e_ﬁ;g_"E:;; ’1{\-’3. not to provoke

d the =g

.1

I¥a]

eny incidente, In Veszorem there was & revolutisnary nevws-
can
paper p1¢¢ ted, I sew wne igeue of it but I esukd not re~

call 1ts centent. During the revelution everybody becane
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very zctive Iln political lines, It was quite smazing to
see the scme peonle who had been guite passive and disin~
serested in vwolities For such & long time now came out
with & feverish activity. People whose word could not been
heard for seve al months ceme suddenly up vith excellent

idecs. Dvarybody tried to help the czuse of the revolution.

Thore were no great nawmes. The revolution did not throw

up eny greet @EER paucg. The nrana knew %tha; there wes

a lislzter cnd iraly Hela but there was no personal cult.
‘fhe new .papers of those days did not try to popularize
zaybody. The mewmsxy nswspapers contained very few names.
They were moastly full of offieial announcements poiitical
B progrems (nd leading sxkiwitss articles.

fhere were no confiicte or dissgresments among the rebels.
There wes nuo disagresssoat even avound the person of
Madszenti., His significence wust not be overestliméted.

T s o b Yy 13w
Ivervtody va :
w v St

33 thau he regained frsedom bul he was
not resrrded as a poliitical factor. Perheps whe revoliutions
ary 1o
YoeNEERy events conbribuied W such case. Under ordinary
sivcunetances the sraival of the primate in Budapest
would have ied to & mass demonsieation. Dut ceiualiy in
those tiame vory Few people noticed 1t. ‘Hndosenti's poli-
zical arnouncement wap rathar cautlous, He nade some
peaceiul concessiors o the Iussiane, however, his
arnourcenent did noi arlse the & public intexrest., Pesople
ned mere things on their mind tThan the person of !linds~

genti. Concerning his poditical yole my opinion is that




NO, 208 UAY THPEKIIEY SICTIUN R JK P 18

it was very unforituaste that he asked for the right of
saylum of the Americers., His behavior was rather unfore
tunate. It turued mwzili out that he was unwilling to cexrry
cut his own political role., He became e culorleaé-figure
in Hungery,

txroops
The Sovieh zzmpmes bsheved 1n a nassive way. Particularly
on the countzy side. During the revolutionary days meny
Russian soldiers came {o B2latonfured but mosily for a
grink. llost of the Ruasian troops sympathized with the
Bungerian revolution,.
There wers no diffecences.
I don's know of any defections by Russiang during the re-
901t, however, the Bussians behaved in a passive way which
gould bHe iaterpreted ag 2 support given t¢ the revoluition.
For exampie, ia Buda orne Russlian group pul outé the red-
white-green enblem. In Vegzprem Zkwwe their atilituds wes

miforn, & waasivity. I uadsrstand that ir. Gydr the

s
t

R

Rusgian coomasder ta on Szigethy Attila z2ad told him
that the Russiang 8.4 z¢t want to interfere. On the contra-
ry they wanied to get zsylun in a fulure reutral Hungary.
Thils was the situstion aznd that made it necessary to

bring in fres: Huzsiaan lroops to Hungary. The fresh troons
congisied or jyoung nenzle From Asla, for sxamnle out of
Kivghive people. These iresh troops were delivered in

closed
Hungery in EHEFE box cars end did not know where they were.

o

b

When geeing the lalke Balaton one of them asked whether this

was the Canel of Suez. The ¢ld Russian troops have hezn
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staging in Budapest for a long time. Ther have made nmany
perscaal contacts. They have seen the enthusiasm of the
populziion, they heve become unrelilable. r‘he adtack against
Dadapzst was done by the new troops. As Jar as I know

taney did not commit sny personal vrutaliiies s or etreci-
ties but they used heavy arxrtillery whenerer they met with
ermed opposition. This ig?the Tth and 8%t distriets of
Buda)e2st were ruined. In Veszprem the studerts held out
the Tortress, The Russians shot with heary ertillery.

Lvesn 1in those times there wos cprositon zoirg on since
peopls were still hopling in armed help. {a Veszprem there
wns 2 chemical university. 907 of the stidents took up

erng. A1l the Communist organizations arosunéd the unlvemsity

£2iled, The IHL : the studenis how 30 use arms and

the students used it in the revolution.

I found out sbous the events through my own experiences.,

I saw many things between Dudepest and Pareé, then 1

listened to the Foreign railio statiome. 'her the radio
station trapemitied tha meeting of the Ul mere than a
hnndred workers ir ocur hohel stened to it. The workers

were working late in the night, so often they stayed on
and the vadic of the hotel was used to listen to the fo-
reign stations.

People reed a lot of newspasers. Everyboly tried to dHuy
every paver he cawe acroszs. Therevolutionary papers were
published on Octoker 27th znd 28th. They were very cheap

and they were thin. A newspaper coansisted ci 2 pages only.
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If somebody wes
to his friesrnds.
For examnle, we

in Veszoren., Je
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through with such a newspaper he left it

eould Gelk with the lesd:.n; personalities

did no% tellk very much about the Russian

interveniion. The mein topic of the conversstion was how

to

¢y thet wes the

Lreryvody 11

2 TR |, Py, SO Fes
1ife on Noveumber 5 il

tened to

reburn to the normel course of life. OVr main ain was

g now pormal democra-

oain of the telks.

Gopie

the rodios. llany people put the radios

fato the windows. Then w¥ki walking on the streets of Buda-

pest one could hear the rodilos hlzring in & wivdow 2» in

an

& evexrtment. Tie Irosuovaeiseg ook over Hungsaricn

r:.dlo. Then the lggsuth rolio stetiva beceme a relisble
Jnsvrscsst

stitim. It tried to give zood neutral ﬁﬂﬁhixk, however,

it did wot want incitfe egeinst the Russians. The DRadlilo

Tres Burone wes very pasiive and pon-comnittal in the

first two days. Obvicusly they did not liow what haprened

in Hungary. I listened to 1t every day end 1 did not hear
the Free Curope lladic exciting the ilungcrians for revo-
lution., vn the other hand 1% had a program of & very Jow

he money

those peorle had they could have

]
g

The Rodilo low

{0

ree Eurene bad a very

Iave buht 1t 4did aot inacliz. The radio BIC 1z entilre
ryalilianl It rad a very gzoias influence upon the intel.
lectusla. The Voice of fmarices is betbter EhEknxEun tha

gram

They told it

‘cve_v!n}? ag_:f 2 “ti.l 85

had an excellent pzo-

what this or that AVO man
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had done. Por exzmole, thay repeated it every night at
7.30. I know of many rases that after the first broad-

e

whersupon ne r2a home and listensd to tho Volce of Anerl-

ea, This prosrom veally worked well. It withheld many

AVO people from more brutalitlies. Generally spesking., ma-

e

nr people listened t¢ all possidble radio tsiiona,

&

5t Zhe AVO man in questison was notified by his friends,

n the countey sverybody stayed in his orfice or position.

I
The revelationsvy councils took over the leadsrship on 2

highaer leval. They wanised Lo cooperate with the different

office holders. The sciual adminilstrotors remained the

gome, duriag the days of the revolution. For exanm.le, in

our hotel pusiness ithe situation worked ocut as followas:

when she temporary revolublonary council was established

we snnouncsd to the workers thet we went & diseipline

PR cerecixnide 3o TR I S AT g s
gid wo weant the ¢l iengers L6 convinage

in their job.

The o'd lesder nsnsd Pepcs:l Lejos acknovledoed that the

bigher dirvsctions will coms form ouy council. Foy syample,
the porsonnel jmtters umrialixis were left 1n the bhanda

a7 the council, however, i? Percsel wented ts hire orx
fire somebody ws topok o look at it and uuually approved

hia ides. Thare wer e very few cases vhere ths 0ld manag:

Tha 4 ms of the rvevoluiion was to short. Noms of tae cld
Inaiitutions eollans=2d, I? iitberslisation wcald have

S " .Y ex+] ey
been going oa the situ

et

1t1 o would hs¥e c¢langed. Th

kader departaent was lthe only one which was abollshed

3 &

'8
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right awvay. The ksder cards were turned over to tre
people, The leesder of the kader department had to appear
before our council. Ve %told him that he hizd behaved
quite alrigrt. Cousequently he should take & vacction of
2 weeks, should come back end then we will see whet tind
of job he shkould get with our company. W3 did not waut
to dismisce Fim. I know there weye some places where the
kader persor e¢scapszd Lecause he had been such a great
gcoundrel,

{(10L) The local Perity corgeniuations remcined. The local TParty
gecretery mede g lowny speech end l1dentified hivself with
the reveolution. Cn Ocitober 29th the Hungarien Yorkers®
Parly ceaszd to exist ~ud they started the crgenization

of the new hungorian Socialist Vorkers Party. Up te this

time they heve been unsuccessivl in bringing together this

party. n ouvy neighborhcod none of the party officisls

W

escapad, Nothdng happened te them. Om the countrysid

Pev cases that fsry co-operative officiils

ly becsause of the zensegl liberalizotion of the last

{10¢} The blue police slded dmmediately with the revolution.

(104) In Veszprem nothing haprens! to the AVH, llost of them
L = £ o
wars told o stey at lowe ead net to try to escape. In

Ifagyerovar end in 3cne other places mwwmxs where the AVH

raaisted with arms the pltualtion was, of course, quite

(10g) When I was in Budagsess I sav a very grest erxowd in the
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Periiemeni. The employees vent on strike and é1d not

work, however:, they burned up every day 1a thelr olfices.
In every min .stry in Budapest a revelutionary council was
establighed, )

The loeal councils stayed on as administrative offices.

In the countryside 1 or 2 Frotestant priests were remo-
ved.

The ilefesz wis the peal crgariszctisn of the vevclutiona~
ries,

Nany new orgruizations cams up. For sxemple, the Pclitikai
UVldozottek Szovetsege, aowever, the time wes 100 shost

to consolidate any of Suose new or;enizatlons. During

the shord tine they psined o certsin poiules

i~y
N
=
i
]
o
e
O
’-—

Bxamplas, Zi¥is Tildy olficislly signed to become g mei-
ber of the lolitikal Uldozcttek Szovelsege.

We lesent through the radio shat thers are workers' coun-
elie in Budapest. S we desided to estoblish o sinmilayr
Gne in Bolaloufured, howevz:, there wes e grest lasscuris
ty conserniag the ?fgLu; and the functi.n of the wsékarﬂ'
gouncila. e would howve neaded more time to esteblish

8 proper preoczdure. The whoLle idez of worlers' ecounnil

v

Mad come feom Vegeos .avia, The paople kaew of Sheir
exigtence for quite some tdnz aad liked tke idea. So whea
the firet nosilbility same Laz Tuagery they tried to »es-
lize it,

A coslitlon govermment consisting of the 4 varties end
under the leadership of Nagy JTere would have emerged,

There would not have baén ery Furither change woxgk o
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tha eighi. If there was a real free election Hagy lure
would 1a2ve Llcet his premiership,.but he would have stay-
ed on in the government.
Wl

Conceraning ths near futare ithe re evolution wweawx 8 demagzing
thing. Conceining the far future, however, i{ was just
ths oppesite. The Hungorian people reha shiliteted Xnu®
¥f iiself., .t preseas, aowever, there is 2 trvegle giin
ation et neme. People are in 2 Lethargy even the jekes

ceasad to exist.,

fsd
Q'

The revoluilo: have succeedad enly if ihe Weslern
worlid dozs something through the UH. Por exannle, they
ashould not heve aitacked Suez or to make & copnection
between Hungery end Suez. lagy ‘mre @ wes asking for

5

aeubrelity. The Indlan delesate ot the Ul Meishna I'enon

nGt ao to budapest bub te llogeow aad should syy o nzgde
sinte theve in the nese of the Ull, However, nothing hap-
sened. The TH was & great Pazilure just at that time when

Poland snd China 2 importent eatellite countries wore

T did pot ewpect sy milisary z2id but a diplonatie one.
t

I heped s that ke 0M will find a2 way ow
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de ig & 2edans Wiz
5 Qommugiiet bud ke has conntructive ideacs ., 2 is the

208t peoular maa in Hungasy ab present ard hp deserves
1%. Vhen he becaws [Huister of Agricultural Jollection

~sme out with a new plan which
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wes in a great contradiction to Stelinism, This is why
he was taken out of the =mothball by the Com-
nunists in Iloscow in 1953 and this is ths scme reason
why Rakoszl end Gewd onposed him. Yagy could have prsven-
ted the revolution.

The writers were very lmportent: the litsrary direction
of the »evoluti jon. Bibo end Farkas Feren: were inpoxrtant.
The Social Democrats waere rather n¢aa1v » They were crushe

ed b & previous purge by #¥f the Communists. 'hen the

coalition _
firat gazitien governuwent of Neg+ Imre was ectablished

the RBaeukk Scelal Demcorats couvld not delegzie any mini-
gters for 2 days. They were sc dispsrsed and divided.
Concerning the smali-holdera party Xovacs Tela was an ho-
nest man with a scund Judgemeni. His Judgzement was o
gouad that be did golt sven come to Budapast to actusily
partiszipats in the evenis zince he foresaw the evenis.
Then B. Szate ceme ¢ud from the o0ld small-belders perty,
howaver, the pavriy did not Lurmish any osher great naumes.
The rzal! motor of the revolution were fir-st the studenis,
in the "ater days the indusitriel workers. Decth of thenm
completely identiflied themcelves with the revolutiorary
ideas. The psasantyy was passive, the intellectusls were
divided helf end Balf. T nmzan kaeli of them ware DB3SiVE.
i 3ible elemants although present zould unet ged

volutlon. Theyr did not alfect

Lid

the events.

I decided to leave Hunsgary around November 12th when 1
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sow the reel sltuaiioa. At that tine I heard that dapor-
tations were going on. The government amnounced an amnesty
but nobedy believed in it. I left +the country on Novem-
ber 18th. Ly first aim was to leave Huugary because of my
own perscnel security. Uy second thought was to emigraie
te the United Stetes. I was registersd by the US Immisra-

‘ies on November 29%th, however, o far I have

f

Pa

n guthe

(=5 ol
.

o

o

heard anyihing more sbout it. I do znet even know why

&

1o

1 have not been permiiied to go to Lnerica.

3

— -y
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Interviswar's noter At thls point the respondent gave
a rather extzaslve report on the political situvation
956 aad 1945 :nd his individual rols. liost de-
br omitied in the following text. Only those

111 e mentisned which have certain bearing

tae events in the resnondent’s fate after 1950,

ol T S et SR IZy Jam eSO e
Band af interriswer's acte.

[ pebrensd to Hungsry iln 1946 cnd resumed vork with the
intaivy of Trade. Tn vhose tiwss everyody hed to join

1Y
(-
P
!

L%
| "

<
-
(i1}
]

1)

ba keep his job. The sslecetion of
ene perty was hased not 9o much on convietions es rether
hed
an terseasl commectiong end s on. For exsmple, I Tnosx
rizade who jeined the penscnt party. So I becanme

wigbery of L1 and protty toon I wis elected & BEember

)
bt
u‘.]
c«'
]
i

the party. Then in the

party nomlnaied me %o

P r 3 o P e e g0 " Fe g - . e R ey A
booeme ths vice pres demt of tlie office of forelgn Hrade.

T pree gy et gd 3 T TN R ol I T S | T PR I s R T
L wes apsointed to thiz Job eluncugh the Josmunist Pardy
pproeed it for & while, In my ok I tried 2 combinue

4 S VSONERR. (NP Crapey-. % - -4 o~ £ Al 4 = i
the foreigy trede 2n 1ihe old liberal prinzinies of ths

. T oda ¥ -~ A 5wy e T, 1 o T

f 2o Lt Hhg 2Rl runtgtes were toking over tThe

3214 of foreizn trace Seo ond wo had en incyessing nue
" 0 Ay K. o 5 K™ e Yoy gt o & .

bz of Pricultie i she srTTice, I» Ootobes 194—8 I wes

he history of this arrest will be recordad

place. 1 wos et free on
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Octeber 30tk 953, On the worning of that day when I

iy the internnment cemp of ¥istaresa the commender of the
ward told me that ¥xo: I°1]1 be set free on the very same
day but I°11 be excluded fron Budapest, fvom many other
cities and frop the Uecterr snd Southern borders of ihe
counbry. Ve asked whet is the place where I vent te live.
I wes svpposed to give an imediate answer soe [ enewered
with the first neme whizh came into ny mind and salid thet
I went to live ir the ity of Vac. On the same nlght 1
got ten Torints end & sammer sult cnd I wis set free, 1y
Pivst trip iad me to Dudapest elthough I wes excluded

end I visited my reloilves Lhere. oyt morning I went o
ed at the police since I waz Keub under

1wd to report 2 tireas a week.

B

a
s

¢

W

s

il
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o

cezonvict 31 wes not eesy to find & Job. Finale

bt
=
m
=
..;
-
o
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mine o cdoctor found a Jjob for me in Veo

------

with the Budepesti Utiavito Vallalat., I bececme there s
voad maintensrce man mailateining the main hichway leading

po Poadapest. Cur pay vel based on morms and with different
norme saensinge I omsde o1 ths averase 900 to 1000 forints.

It weos not 8 hepd physicel 7ork and one could see tlhare

P
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=
-
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473
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"
fah ]
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Lwl

2. Fiyw Por sxample, the widow of z lToraer

general or ktisverzas & formsr colonel of the femwmsx general
etaff. Pae other workers wevs friendly and niee, On the
first iay when I 313 ne: briung say lunch with me they in-

vited me and shered trely I:nch with me. The workers open-
iy spoce against the repime eand everybody cheated on ihe

norms, The road maintenonce work was done in 2 very primi-
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tive way with wheelbarrow. For example we had to carry
the cement with wheelbarrows. From time to time the fore-
man took me in his office mmiEx to do the different peper=
work since he was unavle to do ;;a One day for example,
I was just working in the office doing the wages whern an
inspection came from Budapest. Inepite of my working clothes
they immedistely spotted me as an intellectual. Ve had a
few hard minuted, however, nothing caﬁe out of it. In the
following time I was not perﬁittad to enter the office.
I worked there for 2 monthe then winter set in and all the
workers wére dismigsed. Then I.became unckilled WOrkef
with the shipworks in Vae, There I had ar. awful saiary,
540 Porints a month. It was a r*diculous sum, One ufxyg
pair of shoes cost at least 600 forints. For my 1ittle
room which I had in sublet I paid ZOO_fozints e month,
After 2 montas I left ihis job and feturxbdjagain'to the
Ut javito Vallalot where I worksd for anoth&f 2 months.
By the time it was the spring of 1954 énf I sew that the
police was not cerigiz about me. I had fisitad Pest several
timaes and nobody cared sbout me ; So finally i 3 decidec to
collar
take up & job in Budapest and I hecame 8 G&XsE worker in
Sriwixk the Hotel Astoria in Budapest. On my documents
I was still identified as living in Vap; hoWevér, I was
living black in Budapest with my relétives. I got this
job through my acquaintances; The deputy general manage:
of the hotel was a former nerchant whom 1 kmew frém ny
former job., The mgnager of fhe hotél_waa a Gommunist.

He knew everything abbut me, howeﬁer, he gave every help.
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So I was working there in the meiax with the different
drinks. Afiter a few wesks I got officia; sunmon from the
police in Vac., They were asking me.hbw did I dare to g0 to
Budepest, I explaired them that I Was'iiving-ianac.and
éoﬁmuting.every dey to Budapest to work taere hecéuse the
work situation was so paor_in'Vaé whereﬁpon'fhe police
lieutenant told me thet I should apply to the Ministry of
Interior and get ny Jjudzgement changed.:So I di& and in
Janusry 1955 I got a permission fmwem from fhE'miniStry
to be able to go to Budapest and work théfe, héﬁever, I
had to report at the police of Vae on every, second week.
Practieally I was m;;;igg in Buda illegal y nith my rela-
_tiveso In the fa11 of 1954 the general Bltuation eaqed to
2 great extend so I thought the time was ripe to atarﬁ e
commﬂ?oial underteking., So I organized e Maszek undprta-
kiﬂg calied Els8 NMegysr Textilfestd Iparmﬁveszeti Alkoto~
kbmosaeg{ X 4 orgaﬁized 11'voung commercia1 artists who
produced hﬂﬁ&ﬁxmﬂqu handpeinted textila watarials which
could be well na¢r in the foreign ccuntriea. I beeamc the
commericel menager of the umﬁeruaking and we tarted oar
businees under very good corditions., I could wovk there
for 6 weeks then conrade Peter arrived from the Minimcrj
of Folk Art who turned out to be a major of ‘the KVO! He
- wanted to see me eaad asked for my_persoﬁal daﬁaalFinally
he told me ﬁnd to the’oﬁhar members of the A1koﬁ0kazosseg
that ny employment there ia not permitted by the mini&hfy.
S0 I had to leave this job., I returned to ‘the Astoria

cellar
Hotel again werking agaia in the gelar and soon I wes pPIro~
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moted to so-~celled cellar master. £s a celler mester I hed
s nuch greeter Treedom of movements. I could leave the
cellar and more around in the REEImMX premises of the hotel in
my working clothes. I had quite & few hugoristic scenes when
my old acqusintances met me there. In the meantime in the
spring of 1955 1 had to avpear before the court In Vac.
There L wes cherged that I had left the city illegally,
however, the court prorogued the session and nothing ceme
out of it. In Jyne 1955 1 wes sunmoned agaln

by the police in Vec., The AVO hed all the date #bout me.
They knew exactly where I worlied #nd lived. They took

away my personal pajsers and told me that I nust leave
Budzonest right away. 2o I returned to Budapest to the
Latoris Nlotel s#nd told to the Communict generwl mensger
whet hed happened, He tried to gilve me some heln,

mede several phonecalls even to the liinistry of Interior.
with his aid I could go to the AVO headquarters

where I sew again a major and he gave me the advice thet

1 should ge somewhere else and should find # Jjob in the
hotel business. Any other nlace he seid will be approved
by the AVO. After a few nore vhonecalls by the seneral
manager I wes offered a job in Balatonfonyod where I be-
ceme the deputy manager cf the Rianas restaurant. In such
a way I spent the summer in -Balatonfonyod and I

learnt the restaurant business. At the end of the sunmer
gseason I wes sent to pBalstonfured, as the administrator

of the hotel Gold Star. There I got 900 foritns a monthe.

I hardly arrived in palatonfured when a2 new sumnon came
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from the police of Vac telling me that I sheuld report
thers without eny delsy. The m¥ policemen ir Vac wented
to arrest me immediately. Then aftér a long talk they per-
mitted that I should.submit an application-and.ﬁhéuld re-
ceive permiseion to stay in Balatonfured. I think after
that the police forgot about me. Anyhow I returned to Baw-
latonfured and from thait tlme on I stayed there up to the
revoiution. In December 195) I was onmoted azain and be-
camz administrative leader. Them in March 1956rilbacame
deputy msnager. Three months later T became the mEmzEE
mandzger of the g;%uggaz Hotel ani of another smaller hotel
conﬂﬂcted with it. My Jjob ai the Golden Sfar'qotel wae
rather pleasant. It was a firee hotel where anybody could
come whe could pay the prices. ﬂﬁ had many foreigners
among ouvr guests, many ﬂromnﬂenh Ocmmnnlsts, meny writers
aa@_wudn ik kind of people. In the summer of 1956 it was
anncunced théﬁ President Nssser cflEgypt will'vieit us,
however, he did hoﬁ cone. It was an intéresting Job and
the 470 did not seenr to care abuuﬁ ne, althoﬁgh the XV0
had 2 spiesw there. Une of them was a porter, 1he other
one & weiter. Both of them talked W¢th_mg raﬁher freely
and told even ebout thelr srying aétivities. Iﬁ the_mean—
time I puv in an application'to the suﬁreme'ﬁ@urf-for
rehabilitaticha I wes promised that iﬁ the Becdhd half of
Noverber 1% will come vp before the court. However, e

cause of the yevoluiion =k nothing came ous of it.

(2a) After 1953 I would say my main Job was in the hotel-busi—
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ness a8 steted sbove.

The orgenization of the hotel and restaurant business in
the Communist system was too complicated. The Communists
establighed = ridinulous system cf control. One bill had
to be entered gt ten élfferent places and ter different
accounténts or contrellers had to look through it., In _
gpite of that there were grzat possibilities of chéatinge
The employees in {he tusiness were »ather well ﬁaido They
had a basie pay plus a certain percentage afterrtha traffic
plus tips. The tips emounted to quité a éum. To'unﬁerstand
the &% eituation one hes to remember that 80% of the'ho-
tels afoﬁnd the Balabton were fﬂ;officiallreEOrt'places
managed by thﬂ. rade uziocns and similar organizations.
There were only a few nctels fr eely open befo*e the pub-
iic. The*e wes a greet scarclty of ennmﬁni rooms conse-
quens 1y the gneats paid very high tips to & pnrter 50me-
times to a weilter who could mmmuxy pravide a reom for
then. Gu:_guennb were Ghe thh functionarﬁes uf ‘the Party
and the state with a lot of money . Lvan the forelgn
guests who wers mostly businessmen had a’lﬁt-of money .
The foreign guests could never comelaloné, fh&y'ﬁere usit-

elly the guests of & Hungarien plent or office. Then

smong our guests I want to mention a &u:ll number of

private merchente or tradesmen, the-ﬂésﬁéklpeopie.wor
examnple an uprkolstersr or a ahoemaker 1ived in a real
luxury as he has never known it before 53. If sueh a fel-
low was able $0 get a permission to carry out trade he

made a2 I8k lot of money. Forexampla, a shoemaker chargeé
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1 000 forints for ready-made shoes. Only the high offi-
cials, the prominent Communists could afford such shoes.
Helf of ocur guests were foreigners. Mahy of them from the
estern countrics. It was e custom in the hotel that the
table of o foreign guest wes decorated with the flag of
his country. You could see there pretty often British,
TFrerch flags or the flags of the Scandin&vian GOuhtries.
T do not remember any American guests there. Our hotel
was actvally not the most luxurious place. The most luxu-
rious place was the Park Hotel in Tiheny which Was_fhe
former palece of Archduke Jossef. There you could see a
very great luzury. The gneste there consiated plmost en-
tirely of foreigners. Once for example President Dob1
spent 2 weeks there. He arrived there with an entourage
of 11 persons. Next morning after nis arrival'Pfesident
Dobi csme down fo the ﬂask clerk of the hotel and asked

him: "Could you tell me where I am?"

(3a) As sn administretor of the hotel I had no gﬁﬁﬁmmmﬁﬁ‘ne:sonal
problems with the employees. Strange as it may sound,
'all of them knew my past and mg arvest however, nobody
+rieu tc give me any speclel difficulties. Generslly spea-
king 21l kinds of peopie ceme up among tha emp’oyeﬂsa
The basic wages without perceniage and tip were rather
poor. Connequrntly only those people becane waiters, wal-
tresses or malds who could not find s job otherwise, The
whole hotel and restaurant business would have needed a

grest emount of investment. Very few investments were
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carrieg out ever since ths state had teken over the dif-
ferent esteblishmente. Because of the poor equipment we
in the maregement hed meny compleints. For example, svery
day there was some complaint because of the hot water. On
the other hand we served én excellent food. The forelgn
viegitors found our prices very cheap. £ The Hungarian
guests didé not dare to complein. They'were glad if they
could Bécure a room. In 56 when we had many visitors
from France, Finland, England. Some of them told me that
expected
the hotel was es they had @ezepiesd a hotel in a satellite
country.

time
The reguler working kyux was 8 hours a day, however, in the

menagerizl jobs everybody had to work as mnch'as:possible;

The porter worked 12 hours a day but he got oﬁ@ftime for
thét;lThe porter us well es ﬁany;of the:iaiﬂs £ried to
meke their own private pEIHBEE The_foreigﬂ-guésts
brought along nylon, perlen and many other items;The maids,
welters and waitresses, porters and so oa sold such im-
perted items. The square tefore our hotel wes all the
time like en oriental merket. Rymsyd Everybmdy was doing
business there. 3
Generally 6 days and 48 hours & week 1s the working time.
Inlﬁhe hotel business., however, there_Were seasonal
changes} During the high season most of the pEOﬁle worked
60 hours & week or so. They got paid_ovextime'for it.
There was pald vacation, 12 a&ya_a year.

The greatest benefit in the hotel and restaurant busi-

ness was the keep and good food. The employees there
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ate regulerly in the hotel and received a much better
foecd than the average population of the country. Except
for the high season we gave room to our employees. For
example, I was living in the CGolden Ster Hotel. In the
high season, however, I had to move out for sbout 2
months. As other benefide the health insurance was the
most Importent, the sgo-called SZTK. It was & horrible in-
getitution., There wére not znough doctors. Feople had to
stand in queue for hours bafore a doctor saw them., It
was even more difficult to get the sick exemption. The
institution was unwilling to supply enough mmdigix mede—

cine.

All kinds of people were represented among our employees.
There were maay of the femtssfs declassé elements. For
example, Sarga Ferenc a foirrmer lawyér and.notoricus hero
of the 1930th was general hendyman. A formér captain of
thie 2iricrce was naintenance man. An 0ld cclonel of the

>

Husaere once applied to me 5o get a job. 1 tried to get

a physical jo» for him but it was impossiélé. In our ho-
tel and genevally in Jmimm Balatonfuréd'thefe were many
declassé elemonts. After 1953 many former deportees

cene to Balatonfured and lived there in a very great po-
verty. For example, I still mx@ remember Haasz Aladar
from the former Minisitry of Education.

There was & good spirit between the working people. I
did everything tc maintain such & good spirit and I

succeeded. The subordinate talked more freely with his
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gsuperiors ks than it had been in old times.Sone
Communists hégher up reproached me because of that . They
t0ld me that I am not energetic enough eand they should
establish a greater werk discipline. Needless to say

that everybody stole as he could. Actually the Communists
higher up knew of 1t exaetly. It was permitted because in
such a case it was easy to keep everybody under. pressure.
e Communists openly admitted thaﬁ'thére wag a great
cheating goiag on. At one time we had a meeting mgx of
the plant committee where many Communists participated.
The main topic of the meeting was how the norms can be
cheated. The Commmnists did not protest agaihst the pro-
ceedings. _

The trade union bad no significance. The trade union com—
mittee was pracitically appointed by the Party. They gok
orders from she Party end carried out thpse orders. No-
body ssked the workers. It hawpened iny after spring 56
that in certainlqueetions the opinion of the trade union
conmitiee was msked., By that time I was a deputy member
of the trede union committee. Then we tfied tolesﬁghlish
a resl trade union l1lile, for examﬁie we ¢ould thaim cer-
toin funds Tor cultursl and sport purpdse@; Thé e$ecut1ve
cormittee helid mestings rather infrequently. During the
gesscn there was no time for such mee%ingéa»ﬁﬁt of season
we hod & meehing perhaps cnce in every two months. in
every 4 months o» so the production commitfe held a
meeting always witﬁ the sene prograﬁ. The general manager

deliverad & talk outlined the plan and its achieﬁehents.
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He preised the norms and he gave a certain praise to the
employees. In our place nobody else talked but after the
summer of 1956 even the employees got up and aired and
certain complaints.

There was no shop triangle.

There was not much offiecial interference with our opera-
tions. For example, the local Party aecretary'tried to
gecure room for ceritaln people. Our general manager often
sebotaged such a request. The Party secretaries did not
have 2 great authority. Everybody tried to sabotége or to

ignere them. The local couneil had én'événTless‘authorityo

However, the ministry in Budapest waslrealiy sdmething.

Nobody dared to popose a ministry or any central £ office.
For example, in Budapest thre 6fficials;of thé‘ministry in
charge of the hotel and restaurant buéinééé'wefé"ﬁo ex-
perts. Oar main boss wes a former workera He d1d not know
anything sbout the bLJJHCEE but wes xnn;nxmankx reldable
from a Party line. He was pormitted 8, great *ruedom. For
exemple, oncé he arriwved in the Golden Star Lotel_ama
made a great scandel. Iz ordered a-mﬁSicéi;banﬁgﬁhich was
ENIRAEE supposed o play om the eamg éftéfnodﬁuiﬁ 6ne

of coffee houses o appesr in oﬁrlhatel.'fheré_in the
lobby he was meking wusic, singing and driﬂkihé. It was

a public scandel. I undergtand that next-&ay everybody

in the winistry in Budapest knew of his hehéviér, how--

ever, nothing happened Lo hinm,

I would ssy that zxgusdxksiex the good kaders we had in

Balatonfured were the noderate Communists.
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(4p) T suspected 2 people. I merntioned them above, I think
people in the £ hotel businesa were watched more because
we had chances to contact foreign guests. There were all
kinds of spies., For exanple, quite a few of the foreign
guests were suspected o be sples of the AVO. We did not

dare to talk to them.

(5v) Foreign trade.

(5e) I do not have any plans on this point. out of the jobs I
really held ir the Communist system I liked most belng
;giiirmasterc It did nct mean any worries, any responsi-~
bikitlies and it meant gocd food. For o while I wanted ‘o
becsame a hotel porter since I speak several mkmgy languages,
howaver, I wes t0id that only 2 good kadexr could bscome
g hotel portér aince every hotel porter is supposed 1o
report to the AVO. The porter in the hoteliﬁétcria made

at least 500C to 6000 forints e monvh., The greatér half of

this income cama frem the black market and tips and so0 on.
{6) I had ny ups and downs sinee the war.

{7) The saleries were znot enocugh te make & living. Everybody
sried to steal somethinz. With cheating tke morms, with
stenling food or agnything that came to hand peoPie were
able tc take care of their Pfood and clothing. The living
conditions were awful. iIn every apartment there were
several Tamilies living. Except for & small circle of

people only those ai¥kX could go for a summer vacation
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who were sent by the trade union., This arrangement of the
trade union was really good. Somebody paid 8 forints a
dey and he got & really good room and very good food. Howe
ever, ne hed to attend the official Party meetings and
lectures and had to listégiParty secretaries, The Commu-
pict aristocresy got special treatment. The Staikanovite
workers had z luxury hotel at Lillofufed. Rekosi hed a
cottage in Bslatonfured. I saw it during tke revolution.

. oellar
I% was 2 luzuriouvs plecze with a large wine mmim=. I know
thet Rekosl vislted 1t very seidom; Ho=zever, he let it for
cther Communist leaders mm such as Berei Andor and Andics

Erzzsedet.

In 1056 7 had a leading position with a higher salary than

the gverage persca. I made 1 600 forints a month plus I

‘eould achieve 307 premium in case of the fulfilment of the

=

plan. So alsogether I could meke something sround 2 000
forints.

There were certala deduction, such as peace loans. There
was a great pressure every yeer to subseribe .to thes peace
1oans. I could menage nith & subseription of 500 forints.
That nesnt that ¢rery wonth 50 forints were deducted for
that purpose. The other deductions amounted to about

150 forints a monith.

T aonld ot oobain any additional income. Of ccurse the
waiters snd soc on had the tips. The pEamrEE peasantry

made & good money.
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I had a good luck since I 3ot a room in the hotel for

60 forints a month. Du

ring the szason I had to move out

and rent 2 room in o peszaunt home were I paid & hundred

forints.

The dweéling conditions in the citlies were erowded, how-

ever, we in the hotel
that,

I got my focd in the b
ducted for that. Thet
would have cost =% les

game food i home .

There wasg no moneyv lel:

cost 600 forints. You
1 200 Torinis,.

Not applicatic.

Tobaeso was very osheep.

fuxik fTordata a packag:.

moxe than 6 forivia &
buy any alecholiic drin
nection withk zy busine

expanzive, Tae counsvey

+ie consumed 100 iten:

was rum. There wera re

wags poor ami very Brre

say thst 1ia PBudarpcst 4

200 forints a morth for

much more than ir old

explangiion., Beccuae ¢F

iid not experience anythling like

obel and daily 8 forints were de-
wag 2 good deal again since it

=t 15 forints a day to secure the

for olothing. A pair of shoes

.ennot obtain & pailr of ghoes undar

The Xosgsuth cigarettes sold 3

A hezvy suwoker could no? spend
day. L did not smoke., I did notb

g but I got & few times in con-
38. The aleoiholie drinks are very
cion is very great. The hotel Asto-
of hard ligpors a dey. Half of it
2y druniards on the street. The wine
elve. It was not ripe. I would

e average workzing mep spent
glcohel. Ererybody was drinking
“imes whidh_has a psychologicel

the meny drunkards there are al-
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way waful scenes snd ights on the streets. It is

dangerous to walk ait night time or certain streets.

Nothing. My launiry wes done in tre hotel. I got my hair

cut thers.

A very small amount., W

the hotel sad alic mos

read them.
them,. I had

& very niece

black marke

willing to

the Wind. I

Nothiag.
Not mmamiy,
cay c¢f Lhe

Nothing.

There was 1o e
iheme Ivorm oz

ones I nure

enly thing ' hoi

one could ¥
¥ lovby o
good weaicle

everything

After the w

e e

e @COno 1

in tke coun g~

‘Thiz

.:}‘I‘}‘T

ne %

hool:

andd

)
madcoe

vue..

f-_b

=
i~

o

iy
g

vy

o

k=t

s
Peoed
s

@

e
L

e received ell the newspapers in
t of the magazines. There I could

books vare cheap, Lowever, [ did not buy

read, For z0 forints one could buy

" ne other side some books were. on the

5 fortune, Feople were, for example

300 forints for a cony of Gone with

3% obtaeinable.

tal trips ir which case I used the

vas reimbursed for my sxpenses.

a2 black market. I purchased a few
2tg. Ter exemple, from the Cgzech

Lo 3 and socke. Perheps, watch is the

is a black markst. In the store

¢ bch under 1 000 ferints. In %he

takrrkew Astoria you could find

€00 forinte., There you could by
cloths.

Cagiish glotee

in its
rede s remarkable cometack cotyoenws

ants In 194€ there was everything

7.8 a great wealth again. But
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1948 became as Rekosl called it the yeaﬂﬁiurn. The Com-
munist economic policy was initiated which then led to

s complete economic bankruptey. In 1953 when Nagy Imre
formed his first goveramment this economic bankruptcey wes
very great., He tried to imprbVe the situation and he
achieved a certain improvement. After him things turned
bad egein up to the spring of 1956. Then the new libera-
lization came and it had ise effects in econoﬁic life,
The main causes of the bankruptey were that private un-
dertaking cannot be replaced by the state. Moreover, the
Hungariens realized sven Socialism in a féry poor way.
There were no experts. The heavy industry'was overempha-
sized. Those indnstries and agriculture which' were nstur-
al in Hungary were neglected. It is true, the Communism
hes achieved a great improvement in tﬁe industrialization
of Hungery. [he production increased in qhantitj, however,
productivity decreased and the quality of'tha'godds was
lamentable, In old tilmes the Hungqriéﬁ'textile industry
produced for expnrt; The products werg'#ery go&d. Ncw.iﬁ
wes lmpossible to send i% abroad because of'the ﬁoor qualie
%y. Consequensly the Communist foreign trade tried to
sell the Hunzerian producis below their cost ﬁrices, The
Commuricts wanted desperately to sbtain hﬁr& currency

and were willing to sell anything for any ﬁriéa; The

nexrd curvency was needed for the purposes of the Hung-
arisn diplomaiie missions or actually for the ﬁurposes

of the Communist propagande in the fofeign eoﬁhtries.

The export situation of Hungary was catastophie. For
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exemple, Hungarisn Salaml was not permitted to enter
America because of the poor qualities. The Hungarlen
machine industry could sell a few things in those coun-
tries which sympathized with the Communist system. For-
example, in Egypt. But the greater part.of the world
market was sinply closed £ before Hungarlan products.
Hungary's eeonomic situaticn before 1941 was makEE un-
healthy but still much better than the present gituation.

A
Xéeterioration happened.

Ip 1950 the private sector disappeared almost completely.

In 1953 a few more permissions were given for privete in-
dusiry, however, even afier that they tried.to suffecate
the private industry through high taxés. T undemstend that
at @resenﬁ Kadar is agein permitiing a certain'private ine
dustry;

The standerd of living was much lower in 1956 then in
1941, I would say that the forint of 1956 had 9 ?alue

of 1/15 of a pengd. The prices in 1956 were about 15

times so high as they were in 1941, At‘the game time the

were
aleriesfonly trebled . I% is easy to ses that the

7]

standord of living deteriorated. The standard of living
wes pretty much the same in 1953 and 56. In the meantime
the wages were increased a little bit but even the prices

were increasad.

The material conditions had a decleive pert. The living
conditions were very sad particularly in the case of the

industrial workerz. The peasantry lived better than the
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werkers., Particularly those who had land of %thelir own

but even the kmiklsy kolkhoz peaaantrylliveé'better than
the unskilled workers of the city. The unskilled workers
had the smellest X salary. People in the white collar oc-
cupation who on the average made 1100 to 1300 foiinta a
month had a somewhat better life. At the same time one
ghould not deny that the youth had idealistic aims in the

revelution. The youth were not led by material reasons.
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I graduated from the highschool in 1935. Then I enroled
at the faculty of law at the University of Pecs. In the
meantiﬁe I spent 2 yesrs in Vienna at the Consular Aca-
demy. In 1939 I received my doctorate from law at the
uriversity of Pecs.

Altogether I attended schools from 1923.

Ne.

No.

1 wanted to work in diplomatic service.

Non applicable

Non applicable

T do not know very much about eduction in the Communist®
syotem, however, I have seen Party seminaries arranged
by the Party or by a trade union. They were working even
in the summer resort pleces of the trade unions. Every-
body hed to attend vhem. 0f course, the people were only
physicelly present. Nobody was interested in the Party
geminary, nobody opened hiz mouth except the officiel
lecturer.

Communist edizcation wes entirely ineffective. It wase
ineffective althoungh the Party itried %o arrange poli-
ticsl. seminazries and lectures on a very higha 1é?él for
the :ntellectuals. For example, they naé & seriel of
1lectures., ia Budapest at the Zenoakademia. I attended

2 af those lzctures. The first time Revel Jozsef




(4e)

(4a)

(48)
(4g)

RO. 208 "A" INTERVIEW SECTION S JK p. 46

gpoke gbout the role of the Hungarian intellectuals. At
the second time Gerd spoke aboﬁt econdmic problems.

Both of the lectures were very impressivea They wére kept
on & VEry high level, however, they did not achieva anything.
Everybody had to see that the practice of everydaJ life

is just the opposite ;ﬂft the theory of the Communists.
Hungarians are very much opposed to any collectivism,

and thelcommunist education could not ove?ébmafqr_ﬁold
such en opposition. In Hungary 1% was impossible:to_estab-
lish a private cooperative beceuse of the inﬁi?idualistic
ettitude of the Parmers. Now the Communisis stafted to
establlsh Kolkhoz. It was doomed to fail knbwing the.great
individuelisn of the Hungarians. The Communist education
was conpletely ineffective in overcoming this old imdi-
vidualisnm.

Up to 1948 the Communists had a very strong influence

on the teenagers. But later on such an influencé_ﬂis—
appeared almost completely. The youth lived 42 a great
poverty. They became disillusioned aﬁout the Communism.
The youth could expect success from the Gcmmunist Party,
It is true, that there were 24 yean& old ministeyial
councillors. Something like this was very attractive for
neny teenagers. On the other hand the zm pé&entﬁ exerted

a certein brake., The Paunily life had a much gleater in-
fluence EFgEEnR ﬁpan the youtk than school, Party or eny
other kind of education. |

See sbove

_ are
The youthsim nowadays more active in politics. They have
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a greater responsibility. The Communlsm gimply foreed
them into such an attitude, intc a greater activityg
gmem Soma of the young people achieved a great success
at a very early age. Non Gyorgy a Communist wae deputy
minister at the sge of 30. Here is the case of Bognar
Jozsef., He was oﬁly 28 years old wher he became a cabi-
net minister. The Party often neglected the older gene-
ratioﬁ and based everything on the youth. This wes
another failure of the Party.

(4K) No
(41) Age Goes not meke any real difference.
£5) My femlly ceme originally from the county of Bereg.

My father was in his younger years chief engineer of
the canalization company of county Bereg., He livéd in
Beregszaz. When this city was taken over by the Czechs
he left it. He moved to Szolnok, ¥here we inherited an
estate. So actually his cccupation was the owner of &
large estate. Concerning the other members of my family
my oldest brother wanted to go inte diplomatie service.
He recieved hie doctorate in law, however, he was_not
‘accepted in the forsign service. So he took up position
in the interior service. He was aecrctary of the fbis-
pan. then £inelly szolgabiro in Torokszenitmlklos. In 3;;;
my oldest brother escaped from Torokszentmikios because
of the Nazis. in 1945 he had many troubles. Finally he
d1d not return into public service. But he iz a Masgek

at home knitting socks and naking a living in this way.
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iy other brother attended the agrieultursl acadeny at
Megyerovar. He was active in the estate of our femily.
From 1944 to 48 he was a prisoner of war in Russia. At
present he i3 unskillled worker in Budapest. Although

he is en expert agrioculturidst it woula be too dangerous
for him to take up 2 job with a farmers' cooperative.Be-
ceuse of his class origin he would be open to eny kind of
attack., My sister is Mrs. Kacschk Balintné. Her husbanﬁ
wes deputy minister in 1941. His role can be well remeﬁ—
bered. He had some paxt= part in polities éfter”1945 too.
In 1946 he was a candidate td beconme finanéé'minibter..
Then for w while he was economic advisor of thé'ﬂﬁtional
Lend Cyredit Institute. At present he is eoéndmie'adviaor
with the eentral office of the caoperatives; My éistér
hes 3 children. The oldest one is g girl of 21 years of
age. She is o member of the state 2xmtk folk dance group
and sie married another darncer., Both of them are excellent
‘dancers touring the world and heving greab succesa in
Hungary and in many foreigr counitries. They have_already
one child and they do not think they will ever Iﬁéve fhe
country. Ther have everything they want. They may.kéep a
car. They sre not Party merbers. They do not believe in
Communism since they have seen what-hés'haﬁpeﬁed'in'the
family. Her husbend is Rekaz Geza who has man& diétinci
%ions from the Communist system, howevérg AOHe'Of'fhem
is & Communict. My sister's other daughter 13 20 years
old., She 1s e teacher. She does not educ&te “the kids |

in s Communiet mentality. She is one of the_leadera of
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pioneers in her school. She got such a job because she is
such an intelligent girli. A short while ago she was in the
Eastern Zone of Germany for 3 weeks. She was sent there
by the pioneﬂr orgenization. She is not a Party member

~ either. Finally the third kid of my sister is 15 years
'old. I took the family a vnry vreat fight til1 finalLy he
was aceepted in a highschool. He is daing there &n excellent
jobh. He ond all his friends are against tb aystem. The
fate o the Ksc aok Pamily is interesting Leeauae it shawa
life undﬁx the Communist system. My sistez was arrested
and kept in prison for 5 mouths. This happened way nack
When the religious orders of the nnns were aissolved.
A% %na% time one nun asked my sister to keep a few belong-
ings ol the order. She acoeated them. Pretty aoon g police
raid came, found the items in their apartnent aﬂﬂ she waa
arrested. After 5 months she was set free withont any
*ourt 4rial or any other legal procedurae‘ During the
same time her husband was in a rather good. nasition w*th
the Wetlonal Lend Credit [netitate. The Keosok fami*y had
from old times ou a ville in Buda. The villa was on the
mame of_%he children, It was natidnaliZed quite'a”few
year 240, Now a short while ago 1% wes offered to return
the villa. Of course, the Communists Wanted to return it

%0 my niece lirs. Reka Gega. It is & great bR propagaﬂda
for tﬁe Communist system S0 show that excellent srtists
and danee&é live in luxurious villas and €0 on. 5

(5°) . Much better off.

(5g) 5 persons.
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See above. The parents died.

I lived alone.

In o nerrow meaning the word family means the parents
and childfen. In sn other meaning it included the rela-
tives.

It #as to a grede detrimental. The class orlgin is stili
important ir. a Communist system althaugh family life |
ceased. The husband is working for exa._mp..l.e &t m, the
wife by day. The Communist regime doea everything ﬁns %5
scparate the members of a family. There are many casen :
that the AVO simply builds in somebody into the famlly.
That happened in the Tildy family where one éf Tildy 8 |

gons was regularly reporting to the polive.
I was not married.

Not applicable.

Not appliecable.

Being & bachelor I have no experiences ccncerning ny own
family, however, I know that young kids were used by the
AVO pretty often. It happened that parents when-crossing
ille gelly thc border were captured by the police because
they here_deﬂouncea by their next of kin. For such things
the AVO paid a great amount of money. This was particu-
larly so smong the intellectuals. The beét'example'is |
agein the Tildy family.
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Although the situation in the family of my brother and
sister was much better,th;x know that the parents had ¥

a great many problems. The grestest problem was thet the
time of %he kids was entieely teken up by the Party, by the

studying cirdles, by the pioneer movement. So finally

there has not been any time left for them to spend in the
femily cireles. The same refers to the paﬁenfa too. The
parents were too busy to spend any time with Ximpxe their
children.

There were politicel difficulties and differences in the
family in the first few yeers. But after 1948 the regime
discredited itself completely and such difficultins did
not appaer anymoeire.

I would say that about 95% of the parents were for reli=-
gioue educktion. Among the children the same rate was
much less.

Concerning sex educatlion the paremts were in a hopeless
position. The regime openly propagated ffae love, The
DISZ could be rightly czalled a house of'pfdstituﬁiono'
The politicel system was shrewd and used avery'meané to

destroy the family.

Yes, the suthorities tried to destroy the family. They

wanted to prevent that the femily should be & close-Kni-
+ed unit. When 1t ceme to the summer vacetlon every mnember

of the femily had to go to different places. The husband

wes®88E to one summer resort, the wife to another one,

end the children to different summer camps .
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My parents died. Question no% applicable.
Ruxzmpe The same.
Not applicable.

I cen speak only of cther families. There was no family
life in Hungary.

The family loosened up. For example, the Pariy used the
sports in a very clever way. Ths kids got ﬁlenty of op~
portunities %o perticipete in different épofﬁé'énd the
mein eilm was to keep then away from their parenté.

Not applicable

T bhed no leisure time. In the last time 1n Balaton?ured
I worked 10 to 12 hours a day. Sometimcs even mnre.

The average person had perhaps 2 hours a aay as his lei-
gure time., The whole 1life was bub one runaing from one
place to the other. It was impdssible_that”sdhebody
shonld not work. Not even the wives could afford to stey
at home. Their lot was the WOfSt. Awife worlked 8 hours
on her reguler worxttg place. Then she was ruaning T
fromn one svore into the other to get e1erything *hai was
nacessary for the household. The wives nsd to do thedir
regular work plus their Homemaking worL, cleaninb anc

g0 on. The wives really did not nave any leisure time
and even when people had sonme leisure time" thsy had no
money to use 1%. They oould go only to those places where

they did not need any money or which were cheap such as:
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the moviem o¥ theatres, However, it was impossible %o
get tickets because everybedy wanted to zo theré, Then
again the mein trouble was the poor tranaportaion.whiah
took ap a great part of the Peoplea‘ 1life. From the city
of Tac every morning 3000 people commuied on trains to
Budapesto 1+ took one hour just as it had teken in old
times. For exemple, I lived iliegally with ﬁy sister in
Buda and worked in the hotel Astoria. It fook me 3/4 of
an houar to reach my place of work. The streetcar-aystem
snd tae whole public Lransportation syatem was in' a
complate baﬁkruptcv. The Communists aid aot invest the
necesaary auount. It was more important for them to
bring out cheap bookes and make propagenda. The xxxnt
streetear wes runnlng very infrequently and 1t was over=
crovéidu It mgm was a%mply impoesible to get on the
gtraetear. One should not forget that the population of
Budapast douhled during the Communist syﬁtem. There |
wers mary peasents who moved into the elty sinee they
lost their land ik and they wanted to meke 8 living in
the factories. Many of them sald that it was at111
bvetier to be en unskilled laborer in Budapest iﬁiﬁ to
work in = kolkhoz. Altogether the populstion of the
citv doubled. At the ssme time the streetcar and bus park
It would
deecrensed. O@g need millions end milllons to tmp; im-
prove the public transportaitlon system of the eity of
Budapest. The Communists trled to do aomathing but 1%
miserable '

ended up in a mkewswke fallure. Thia was the femous

case of the subwey system of Minister Gerd. It became
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the greatest Mlunder of the Communist gystem. Minister .
Gerﬁ wented to build a 1argelaubway system iﬁ Budapest,'
crossing the whole ecity in both directiona. They spent
5 1/2 Billion £x forints to meke the neeesaarm canatrucé
tion. This money would have been enough to im@rova the
.whole transport?tlon svstem, however. the plan haa navér
veer finished. The work became poor gnd EO subway system

was rvnning except the old one.

(15) Tes

(15a) Yes

(15b) In most cases, yes

(15¢) o

(154) Theré ere many differences eccording to socliel classes.

(15e)  The ycuth got the upper mhiw hand and the parents lost
their 0ld suthoritiy over the children. Let's sﬁﬁﬁoée
thet ¢ kid of 14 ycars becane a secretary of thé'bISZ
it was impossible for his father to slap him or to punish
nim. Frectically the rearing of the ch_ldren Was taken
out of the hands of the parents. Vhen the 11ttle infant |
waw 6 weeks 01d he had to be givéﬁ into tﬁg nurseiy.hoﬁe
of the state since the mother had to go to wurk::In this
respect there was ha“dLy any difference between the SO
clal classes. NGW&GBJS there is no more an 1nte11ectual
clags. ﬂmong the unskililed workers one can flnd mg—many_
who ir. old times graduated from 2. university. On the
other hand you can find at the dlfferent deaks of the
offices many unedueated people.
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The regime propagated the free love. A boy and a girl
appeered at the summer resort place of the'trade union.
Well they spent a two weeks in iove. Then the many dances
and dance nalls contributed to the same thing. The DISZ,
for example, arranged a ball in the building of the
Pariias Parliament budbddans. The xx next morning all the
corridors of the building were dirty fron xmmitttng
vomiting. I think the youngsters do no% d@ink mnre than
they 4id in old times. I would say shet rather the people
over 40 years are these who drink more. However, the
youngsters lead a more intensive sexual Jife._Let's not
forget the famous posiure of the Communit t Party with the
texts “For s wife it's a duty, for an.unmarried girT a
glory to have children." There were many 1aws concarn:ng
the lsgal pmsikimms position of 1llegitimate children
which wurked in the same way.

People marry et & very young age wich is a bad system.

In wost cases they get married and soon get a divorce.
Mos®t merrisges start with the fact that a boy emd 2 girl
are working at the seme gizme place. There is a leve.
They zet married. Then pretty goon the huabaﬁd is t rans-
ferred to another eity so there is a divorce or an egtrange=
went. After a marrisge they usuelly go into a rented

room or cometimes share the apsriment of the parents.
They live in an exirene poverty. There was a very strong
provagenda sgeinst churchwedding but it aould'nof be
liquidated. Even leading Communists did go to the church

night
et vkt to get married there.
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Courtehip in the o0ld sense ceased. Nowadsys the courte
ship is very simple and g fest. Platonic love ceased.
The youngsters go over to the mutmyy mair sudject within

a few days.

Prostitution ceased except for a high level of the soclety

where it still does exist. The new-rich people for

example, have their own girls. In the 1obby of the botel

Astoria one fimt could find at least ten occupational
girla.iTne waiters or the porters could racommead a'girl
any time to the foreign visltors. There are no public
houses nor street wslkers. On the other Ehﬁn hand paople
in the high jobs heve their own girlfriends. I understand
that after the revolution prostitution becams widespread
again. Meny girls lost their jobs, particularlv whitea
collar jobs so in the lack of eay other cppoztunity thay
turn to prostitution. : '
The Communlsts locsened up the sexual morals. Thé fxnt.
functionaries of the Party are very immoral. It is guite
gommer that the 2 Party secretaries, a girl and a8 boy
heve sn affair. Then again many former streetwalkers

get Farty offices.

. Birth econtrol is general. In thls respect there has besn

a gréet liberaligation. In 1956 ahortion was 1egaily
admitted. At.the sgme ime many doctors wera'reh&bilita—
ted who had been senbtenced because of an abortion a

few years earlier.

The system did everything to change the sttitude to-

werds illegitimate children. In everyday life however,
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there is still & certsin distinetion. There is a grest
increase

decrease in the rate of population imxSreeee. Thﬁ insecure

future influences the people. Parenns-dc_not want

child 'en nowadays.

The position of the women is nowadays free. There hes

been a great emanicipation. From ahgthef point oifview,

however, their situation becams much worse. Woméﬁ are in

the worst position. They are exnloited to the greateat
dishevelled

extend. They are Rimmheweirind snd d*scortenhed. Nobody

can efford the usual luxuries which are afforded by the

women in the West. No women can afford to stay at home

and not to take up a Job. &ctually everyho&y has to have
e job and has to have a peper about beipg employed, B
remember, shortly before the revolution I was 1n a '
eo-called espressce with a girl =g aequaintanea, Sudden—
ly a police raid eppeared with 8 plalncloth man My
girl friend who was acutelly working did no% uave her
personal card with her. The plaincloth men waated to
erreqt her Iememitsxixx Ilmmediately. It took quite some
time to persuade them that the givl will appear the next

day et their office and will show her papers.

The general morals lowered very much.

ides
Stealing is connected with the iday of social praperty.
Everybody is stealing without eny inhibition the social
property. People do not steal more from individuals but
from the property of the stete or nationalized industzy.

Most people regerd it as a duty because 1t weakens the
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gystem. Everybody supports everybody else in stealing.
After all it is stealing if the normcards, pro@uetion
cards, overitime cards are falsified.The gystem knows
pretty well what is geasred¥X genérally going on, ﬁ&ﬁ-
ever, the system wants it that way beceause it is & pres-
sure uﬁon'everybody. There is a very great corruption.
For exsmple, everybody cer. emigrate legaliy who has a
nice apartment somewhere. A fanily had just repeﬁ%ly

arrived here in Munich frem the ILdpotvaros. They gaﬁe

their apartment.with 911 the equipment %o some AVO

people and received a passport.

Because of ny personal circumstances I have not had
meny friendaﬁ Heving spent many years sbroad then belng
arrested for such a long time I have not been left with
neny friends. I would say this 1s rether typical. The
0ld friendly tles cessed. The form of life is a congstant
running and peopie ars generally distrusfftla'lt'ia
impossible tc¢ meke friends because people sre ?ransferre&
from one city into the other one. The police does every-
thing that nc friendly ties shbul& be éstahlisﬁed, I
think I hed less friernds because of my_persdndiféifcumw
stonces than the other people. I would Bay Ilhgd ﬁo other
friends kwsmiw then the members of my {ymedinte Pamity.
Tae forms of soclal intercourse have change&avery much.,
Very few people invited guests. People lﬂkec to plav
cards particularly bridge selthough it was called e ca-~
pitalistic geme. Bridge was pleyed in the ceffee houses
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and even in many clubs. It was played in the cafeterias
and so on. For the average person the most imrortent en=—
tertainment is a ball erranged by his place of work,_
Everybody goes there. Everybody goes there with his fami-

1ly.

I think the friendly ties genersllly eeaseda'NOwaaays:it
is impossible to hope for any eid from a good friend.

I did not heve any ciréle of real Priends. Paoplé_were

. living in a lethargy~ Fobody wanted 2 friendly circle of

his,

Party members and non-Pariy members are ?ricmds'very-oftén,
I% does not mean anything to be a member of the Party,

The Party had one million members oub of whom only |

20 000 were Communists. In Balatonfured the geneval nena-

ger was a Party member and he had all kinda of frieads.

We were in a rather good ralationship. For example, ha_
complained to me that the Communists werc more distruct=
ful gainst him than sgeinst me. The'cthe“ Communists did

not believe him that he was a gcod Gommunist.

There has never been such an intensive religlous life in

Hungasy as it is nowadseys. I vealized it when I was imk

in the cell of Andrassy ut 560.

I saw tﬁere the inseriptions carved in the wall w;th the
nail of the priéoners. On2 of them for exﬁmple,-s&i&:
“ﬁeip,my @od". Distress alvays brings people nearer o
réligione The situation was pretty-mnéﬁ'the same among

the peasantry. The peansantry has never ukme attended
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religious services so often as nowadays.

Oyr femily is protestant end 1 am protestant too. I went
4o church very seldom and orly in Budapest mainly because
of ore minigter. His noame is Joo Sandor. He was the priest
et the Pasaret. Now néxsv“e=+ed by the Communiata. Ee was
a very excellent person, and excellent speaker, an excep—
tion&l*a%&%é&ﬁ.ﬂe gkre abtrected so many believers that it
was entirely imgossible to get in the church; Hundreds and
hundreds wére sfanﬁing_befoxe the church_on the square at
the tire of tﬁe Sunday service, O%hefwise I_éid rot go fé
ehruch”of very seldom, Lowever, when I was arrested in
grex Recekx I really felt thet I had e deeper 1eiigious
feeling in the distress. This whole situation was a great
denger for the regime aud tte regime knew it. The regime
@id everything to discredit the religious 1&&@&?3; They
wanted to annwhilatéhphyuice Lly. I have seon how the
priests were trested aﬁ the uif?erent prisonms at thé
sene timé_when I was there. At the same time the reginme

did not prevent that the priests should leave the country.

"~ They did not went to have eany priests in Hungery. OF

courge, there was 2 grest difference between the Catholic
and Frotestant churchéa= The Gatholic church was more
sotive in organizing the pecple. The Catholie priests and

perticularly the teachers of religion raguiat@d thelr

‘mtudents and thelr families and sueh g vislt neant very

mueh Por the femilies. In the case of the Protestant
church the c¢lergy was dzpendent upon the saiary which

came from the state.
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The Catholic church is a great power. 1t could resist

to Communist ﬁressure to a much greater exten. than
Protestantism. It is interesting that there were more
Catholic peece priests than Protestant. Aitogether, how=
ever, the Catholic church formed a mnre'formiddble 0DPPo=-
sition. |

The Communiets trisd to use religion for their own pur=
posea. They tried to educate the youth i1 ar. atheistic
spirit, To & cersain exten' they succeeded.

There were very “ew peace priests. They were few inlnumher
but you could see them =nd hear about thom ell the time.
They had 21l the necessary organiﬁatibns ané all the

necussary supporf of the state for their work. The

'pnaCﬂ priests tried to recrult followers but they dia

not succeed. Most of the peace prieats 1eft the churah

under hard pressure of the Communists. The best ex&nple
Beres;tocy

3 of ths pesce vriest is Bewese ;e who wes a very

tmigmﬁxﬁrﬂa talented man. The Gommnnists tortured him
for 6 month. Finelly -e was willlng toﬁanytklng for taem,
The kader csrds ~howed it exactly how often somebody
went to the church. Iz spite of that,great crowds
turned up in the church,'e%en many Communists. |
Intellectuals attenﬂéi the churches regularly. The same
goes for the peasw  try. On the other hand wcrkgfs'did
not go to church. Neither did the youth.

T think religion is less important to the youth nowa-
days than it waes to thelr parents, This is one of the

Communist smeEzemmwdy cuccesses. intktn In this respecu
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they achieved the greatest success in the lines of na=-
tionelism.

The church's role in the penerel opposition was minimum,
The churches ﬁere rather cautious. Im The priesfs in
their sermon did not nake sny allusion 6o the general
gituetion, to the poverty and misery. They never spoke
sgeirst the political system. After 1949 they did not in-

fluerice the mass In such a way.

If he iz inclined to do so he shonld become a doctor ér
an.aztist or en athlete., This kind of peoplu nake 8
good mnneg and the stote does not interfere with their
Lnaxyaxx career. Therc is a great lack of doctors, Neny

the old Joetors left hhe country, For zimﬁg a 1cng
time only yﬁungaters of the prole%arlan kadar were ad-
mitted to the mi medical achools. Most of taen mere not
able to cops with the curriculum. They failed.,There are
mariy other good occupations but nﬂhody.shbulﬂ"bééome &
lawyer. The occupation of lawyer has been éwgpt”éway by
the (ormmmists. Nowadays 1t is not even géoi‘fc baccme
an engineer, nowadays dhey do not earn very mﬁchﬁ Hanj of
them are unemployed.

impossible

It is mpowsddbe to give adviee on this point. There is
a conplete seoncmic bankruptey, there ie a complete in-
security. Class origln is more important than anything
else. But even if somehodf is of prolaterian kader his

Juture is insecure.
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The pessantry was in the dbest situation. They had their
20&& and even their home. mxixgpezzmz A peasant who could
keep his land was even materially in & good condition.
The working class was in the worst ply. Workers did not
have any chences for advanzement. The intellectuals were
between the workers and the peasants. The intellectuais'
nad certain chances of advancement., For example, & minié
gterial referen’ made 1500 forints, a ministerial section
leade» made 2500 to 3000 forints. I belonged te_thoséiin—
tellectuals who got used to physical worke Phyéical work
was the least dangercus to former intellectuals.

1 wanted to stay as a physical worker. I3 wes rakkaeidi
rather like an inecident that finally I got & desk jJob

in Balastonfured.

The social classes heve beea washed away. Every posision
srecsandingzis of short duration. Somebody is a general
manazsr today andt next day he is an unskilled worker.

There is a constant change, a constant chenge £ of the

=]

ositions and jobs. Semebody ie working in the Ministry
of Agriculture. Suddenly ﬁe is trensferred ss generel
managsr of a plant. Very few people have been able to
kaep 2 leadlung pesition since 1945, There ere a few ex-
ceptlons. For example, here is the eaée Qf Csikos Negy
Bala. He is & formsr Nazl who wés teken over by the
Commuaists. Since 45 he always had leading positioms. He
was even cebinet minister. This kind of people served

the Communist Party falthfully. They do not dere to do
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anything mgmiwxkik ageinst it.

are no
There gxrewe barriers between the soclal classes except for
a small number of promineni Communists. There are many for-
ﬁer aristocrats-who are now Communist Party ﬁembers. For
example, Count Zayk but I could name meny more.
Undoubtedly there is a much greater equality. However, this
is the equality of poverfy and misery. Everybody has been
lowered to a minimel social level. The working class had
& higher standerd of living even in the Horthy msgims
system. In those times a worker earned what would be
nowadeys 1500 forints whereas nowadays his average earnings
are orly 800. _
Politeness and etiquette disappeared.
Everytody is discourteous end distrustful. The 6id'middle
clegs is living in the greatest misery. It could no%
maintain its old etiquebtte. The cld upper_cluséeéibéhaved
themselves in a muk shameful way. Many of them beqaﬁe_ -

spies : _
ps¥es and tried to behave mmexmak as real proletarians.

The declassé elements suffered more.

There wes no Gifference. The Communist system supported
even the German minority. For example, they Qere'permit-
ted to publish a newspeper in German languagp.:Thg only
exception 1s the Yugoslav minority which wae oppressed
becausz of Tito, however, this oppréssion changed very
much according to the Communist policy teken up ageinst

Tito.
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The Jewish problem in Hungary 1s a very complex one. At
present there is & very severe anti-Semitism all over the
country. What happened was that in ¥9%% 1945 all the
leading positions of the countr, were taken over by Jews
which could be understood in those times after the great
persecution. The Hungarian Jewry was apt to teke up those
leading roles, They were well educated; The'main tfpuble
was that they took up too many jobs with tﬁe:policelfﬂrce.
They took in almost all the key positione. Particularly
it wes so among the plaincloth men. It is tfge; thaf af-
ter the spring of 1945 the Communists madejcsrté;ﬁ:aftempts
to renove the Jews from key positidns.:in:fhét_jéar I;j
got a confidentiel instruction from Ministqr'Rohaizéaying
that Jews should not be employed in key pdsitibn.’Iffis
hard o say how successful such a trend_wgs{ Inithé.time
of Ra¥osi 20 to 307 of the Party leaders wére_ﬂews; It is
True, that in ghe present governmenf there is not ohe'Jew
in leading positicn. I would say that in the time 6f'the
revolution the Jewish problem ceaéed to existg'The Jeﬁty
participeted in the revolution just as well aé any.éthér
part of the population. A% present evefyobdy waﬁfé to
leave Hungary, particularly the Jewe. Pefhape it'is
easier Hor them 4o live the couniry.

I hed many Jewish scquaintances like sverybody else in
Budepest. Some of thex were for the regire. Some other
ones were in the Perty "t mnot for the regime and many

of they were against the regime. The attitude of the
Jewlsh people changed very much. For example, Chief
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Rebbi Ilevesi called attention to the existing
situatior end pointed out that it was no good that the
Jews took in so many key positions.

It could be understocd at the time when the kolkhoz sy-
stewm was forced upon the peasentry. It hﬁppened for
exawple, that the AVO occupled a village. Vhat the average
peasant saw that there were 100 AVO people arfiving in
the ecity. #¥m® A1l of them Christians. Then came one

AVO eoclonel who was a Jew and then pl&incloth mén all of
ther. Jews who all tortured the peasants. That was a p}éttyh 
bed thing. The msin trouble was that there were_tdo'ﬁany
Jews, in the Ministry of Interior, in the police and parti=
culerly among the pleincloth men.

Since the revolution anti-Semitism is much less. The
prohlem ceased o exist. I would say the greatest wave

of enti-Semitism could be Telt in 1948, After that & cer=
tain egualization eame,i& equalization as the Jews lost
meny of their positions or melerial wealth.

I dc not ses the future of Hungary so I caanof say very
mich about the future of the Jews iﬁ Hungary. 1 ﬁhink '

the problem has been solved. The great msmxkm part of the

nevexr
Jews emigrated from Hungery and will xnver return.
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I beecame interested in poiitica at a rather early age.
Even 2s & student I was éreatly interested in econocmic
policy, however, I was not interested in Party politics.
When I returned to Hungary in 1948 I was driven by the
events into Perty mmixwkk politics like so many other
peopls. I beceme a menber of the political committee of
the psasant FPerty. From that time on I had many friends

among those who were politiecians in 1948.

(1a) T had a great interest all the time in economle policy.

(1v) Up to 1948 up t0 my arrest I carried out active political
participa?ion in one of.the parties. After that my sctive
politileal patticipétion ceased %o exist, The situation
was pretty much the same with many other peoples,

(1e) Yes, see above.

(2a) Yes, with the peasant pasty. As mentioned, it was some-
thing like an incident that I joined the peasent Party.

Concerning my own sympathics they were in 1948 for the
g ny £ y

smeil--holders parsty. Later on, however, when I med gulte

a fow menkmrrradcime loading members of the peasent Perty
: ' with A

i meally identified myself fex them. For example, I met

once Veres Pazier and he nade a very good impression

upon me. He made a very good in@ression upon meny pecple.

He wae able to daceiwve even those persons who had &

very sound judgeméht. Tet's not forget that “he peasant
Perty ineluded many excellent intellectuals., For example,

Parkas Ferene whom I mendticned and whom I lilced very much.
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(2v) No. In his time it wes not necessary.

(2¢) fty noliticsl views did not change very tuch, however,
the political views of the different perties ineluding
the Communist Party did change very much.

(24) In 1646 when I was in Denmark and Sweden nany friends of
mine advised me to return to the country. ‘hey were of
e rethor good opinion of the Communist Perty. They be-
lieved that the Communist Perty will esteblish an honest
cozlition with the other democratic parties. 5o in 1946
when I arrived in Hungary I hed no special prejudice
ageinst the Communist Party. Pretty soon, hovever, I
had to chenge this atfﬁtude very much.

(2e) As douebody geernt more about the Communist Perty he
came t0 hate it nore.

(2f) .t the tine of my arrivel in lungery in 1946 I hed
mixed Teelings towards 'he Communist Perty. Shortly
aTter that those mixed feelings started to chenge to
the worse.

(2h) Everybody obeyed the anthorities in so fer as he was
forced to wam obey, There wes no voluntary obeyance to
the Party. After 1948 there was no more choice.

Tverybody hed to do what the Party ordered,

(%) Peny of arrest and terror, presence of Soviet troops.

(3b) Boredom and drabnese, overtaxation.

(3e¢) Inadequate opnortunity to get ahead. The zmbition of
the voung pcople wes simply killed.

(3a) The greatest grievance of the neasantry was what I do
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not see heowe thet ig they were forced to join the collcec=-
tives. The nesscnts did not have any obther [rievances.
hey could neke money since ooricultur:l products COM=

mended jo2d vrices.

Tovw weges which I do nii see Leore, overworl, connrlete Dor-
s0.:al inscourity.

M- ere vvere ne little ansoyences. Twerything was onc ureit
crievence or Foex. LT the bell of the spartnment reng ab

nirht tiae everybody was oiprnid. This is n.t a little

L

annoycnce.

Mhove were no comnensations

The pesl nower in Hungery tes not in the hends of Rakesi
but iv. the hends of & Tew Russisan dele ctes.
The irculin rrn the goverrnient. 1t is ir nossible 1o

hintoint eeriein nercors.

3

neceuse f the control systenm $he Communists had to
e~teblish a huge hursccucracy. A nuch bigser one then in

the Jertern counbries. verybody oo controlled ond

vetehied which necded a huge apparaiud. The nersonncl of

tl0 minietrics doubled botueen 48 cnd 56.
sons
e relicble keders, the XA of the wor..ers. They did not

ra

* :isn. In the sovernment service, of

need any spnecial sduc
course, thcy friled. 1+ wis not i:mortent for them to et
the necessary cducetion snd since they were busy with
Prrty politics they hed ndh time to obioin sorething.

I would say ‘707 of them were of woriing eless origin,

350:5 of peus:nt origin.
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Jhe nancgers ctoae oubt of the worliiing kaders. They wore

dele o te? by the lwvder dencrtment of the Joxrty.
ot coypliceble.

Afgcr 1350 the Porty did not carry out any recruliing.
Noboly wes forped Lo join the Party end the larty accui-
red very few anew nembers. The new menbers caue noclly |
fron the intellectuals zmhzmm who wented to securc their
Jjobs

It vao an individuel aiféir Zor ever body. 1t could not
be scld thet the Communist Perty nolded its mambers to

a certein pattern. Alter 1948 very few Party nembers be-

cene Cissatlsficd civnly becruse very for Perty neniers

were gutisficd with the Perty.

Relopi ren the Llerty fueing; the vhole tine. the secuond
nan v commrnd was Gerl who hed ectuelly a Li-her ren':

in the Yorty Hge kixaskyy hierachy.

Mics'e wore ceversl fractions within the Party. The Larity

a
het never boen wery uniited. There wos slwayrs/iAnoseovite

Prection end a nstional. communiotic freetion. A it is

nown i2dor heloensed to the Imkrrxmre latter one.

Anghody who was in higher jobs wd to join in 1948 the

o

iesyer Szovjet Tersessg. 50 7id I. I think the lejyar
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Szovjet Tarscseg wes dissolved during the tine I spent

in joile. «hen I wweo set free I dld rnot jhdn any nuss or-
srnizction, except the triede union. The it pert of the
youbth norticiseted in the progren of the Juebadoogioreos
iuovetser where tley wore well zux educsted how 1o vecone
a good mermiuiwm revoluti mery. ‘he DI3Z was the most 1ie
nortant orgznization_of the youth. But is wes disowned

by Lhe youth durin - the revilutlon.

Alfter 1954 I wac ¢ nember of the trede unione Dverybhody
heé Lo 3oin 1t beczuse »f the heelth end similer insurance.
The Srede union nembers reccived nmuch more fron the

37 1. then the non=membvers,

Its »urnose wos to serve the Conmunist Party.

I joircd it for the firnt time when I was workins in the
hotel A:toria. Then ejoin I hed o ‘oin it whenever 1
chenged johs,.

doneerine of the situetiosn in Balctonfured the trade unisn

-

had a neetins; once 'n every 3-4 nmonths. It vas actually
the seme neeting 28 the vlen neeting of the whole dbutines:c.

_werrbody had to attend the meetings. Un to 1956 very

'

few neonle onered their mouth. In 1256 I spoke up 2 or 3
times during the neetings.

Tothing good.

All of them foiled afxkke fronm the point =¥ of wvicw of
the Cormunist Prrty.

Mo voriors 2id not e re very nach about the trrde union.

I ould szy 5.5 of the Irxrty nembers really believed in
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Comiunicm. Nowadeys perheps even less.

There wro 2 senercl Ritsmmiiand discontent eron; the

youth. “he youth were 1iving in utter poverty cnd they

ne” Lo learn sbout the general situetion. After 2ll they
knewr shout the troubles of their femily.10075 of the youth
wes aciinot the systen, snd with their youthful cnthusissn

they =zterted the revolution,

Jhe story of my =rrest ond iy orifonment is & rotier long
one. Here I weni to give & rather short sumrery s Al K
he whole thing started in July 1748 when en old friend
of mine nemed Belazs Aurel visited me in my office. lie
nzd been 2 bueginess man in Budapeﬁt for nmany venrs ond

I hed knovn hime Now when he wvisited me in ny office

he told me thet he hed just arrived from 2 trip abroad.
o told me thet k% he hod been in Sultzericnd, met tlicre
an .n-lichoen end waﬁﬁeﬁ to go into pexrtnerchin wifh
hin to enteblish and cxnort-imnort huciness. e anted
t5 obtoin from me cericin export contingents for sever 1
counsrics. Thone exnoxl co tinrents were nexrts of the
forcisn tride spreenents vhich Hungary ncde with different
countries. The aorcencnts were nublished in “he 7.0C6T.
S0 I cive immedintely irstructions to my sccretary to
“end hi . those perers he wonted. “hen Beloz: Aurel folf
me thet he weonted to tolk to me. Just ¢t thet timo I

did not have tice to talk with him eny longer since I

wes suaposcd to leave Hunger] for & foreign triv in &
~ S 3
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few deys. D0 Balazs invited ..e 1o dine with him the next
ni ht. The following day I went up to his . lace, we : Le
toctier end telked over meny thinrs. After the dipner
he zccomoonied ne to & texid station. Just when seying
{Tereell he asked nme ”h“th(T the cormiercicl egreemonts
heve sny secret clousoes. T told hin they did nét heo;

5 dave luser I left lunsory, visited sceveral coun vtrics
ené spent several wee''s therce 1t was n Oc¢iover i 38 5 e
1948 vhen I ret rned to Budapest pfter Lhose trips. At
she usurl ti-we I went into my office cnd toolk up ny work.

On the s

na

‘ne night € 7.%0 I was loaving ny office when

o 2 peonle came up to me, askcd Loy ﬂy

bt
il
-
i
H
)
2]
0

the
napers end told me that they have an order o arresl me.
‘“hey tock me in & e TO Andressy ut 60. 1 was ﬁut alona
into & cell there for the night. The next morning 1 wes

4

teken to an AVO lieubenant colonel. e told me tlnt the
chicre g aooin t e was thot T hed soicd for the ILnglish-
pone e told me thrt Belezs Aurcl wes co tured ¢nd he
nede & commlete confesrion. I told hin the resl otoxy,
wlet 1ed hepnoned between us. I emnhasised that I Aiad
not give eny information to Belezs except thosae psuers

wpich hed been published in print. Jhen I wos taken over

to the »rison in the Ilerko utea vhere I w:s put agzein
into & —olitrry cell ‘nd kept theie for 2 weeks. during

thet time I hed several hecrin:s with the stote attorney
vho irformed rgain ehoui the chorges sgainst ne. iLlter
o wecks I wes talken back to the indressy ut. B the tine

I Inew tr:t there were many caun ht gefepdztxcdm delendants
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also
in the case not orly Balezs lurel buthhris sceretory
and some other officiels of the miniotry. At thet ti.e
I epent 27 X davs in the Andreasy since the »olice
wes cerrying oub sone further invevtigationﬂ Afte 23
deys I wes agein tealen beck to the liarko utce end [inale-
1y ocut in a cell to:ether with the other ceusht defen-
drnts. There weére sltsether 8 of us dut one of then wes
tried belore & military ccourt. Thet wos the first tine
CO--\“1f

thet I saw ny gt delendents snd could lesrn aboub
eve ything what hed happened. Then I learnt thet 3eleazs
nad really contocted sn ¥nglish nilitary atiache in
Geneve ¢nd he really wented to send reports bto him.
Jaleus 314 send to letters to Geneva but his secretery
vee in the service of the AVO and gove the letters to
the LT0 people. In Neconmbier 1948 the courtd trisl coue u:.
It wes o courh twisl with the execlusion of the public.
Tt lested for 20 dors. There wer 2 AVG officers sifting
all ¥l

=

e tive beliind us but no other peonle prencnt 0Xw
eo t “he lawyers rnd the mombers of the court. ''e had
the Freedom to select Hur lawyers but it was inpossiblm
to telis $o hine .or lavrew dié everrthing whot he could.
Por eremple, he sheowed the official gggzette

wvhere the trode norecunants were vihlished. lioreover he
verted thet sertain witnesses should be invited.The
cours burned dowa any witaesses. o wk witneescs vhife-
gocwer wore herrd before the court.The judss told ne

i e o ¢ PR 1

L }

thit bein: an intellectusl I comitted a crime ¢

the stote. As an intellectuzl I was supupsud to Inow
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that Balszs wes ¢ sny end conscquently I geve hi. all
the dete whethoer nudblished or seerct with the dntintion
of earrying out esrion: e giainst the syrtem. The stale
attorney in his speech ointed out that I was a veserve
officer of the old srmy. Consequently I hiad every reason
to -lat o einst the stete. Alter 20 days o7 triel it
wee on Christmes lve in 1948 that the judgeient vias re-
ceived. Dalnzs Aurel v ntenced to death, I wes sen—
tenced to % yecrs in prison. Then we were taken over to
the Gyujtofeoghaz end kent there for z few weelis. Our cose
conle up azein at the supranme court buk only sur lavyers
were supposed to a2 pecr bafore the supreme court. There

ithe ecace wan judged by jud e danko who lowered ny sentence

to 2 yess in rrison. le approved ~“he deatl: sentence of
Nelazs Aurcl. Balazs w»nliced for verdon, however, he

around
shoved a very greet coursje. It wes wou¥d no'n tine

thet he wes officielly told that his requect Lfor pardon
ﬁa: surned down end he will be executed at 7 o'clock
on the follorins morning. AlL of us were in the seme
¢ll end I really ednirsd his behavior. He wes crlnm and
very couragcous. He srid ferewell to all of us. flien he
vas led over to his snecizl cell, As far as I lknow in
the Tollowing hours there were severel interventions in
his Jevor. For exemnle, the Swodish minister in Buda-
pest tried to intervene oa his behalf. Then agein the
Swedish
mother of Wallenberg, the famos Bwdsish diplomat tricd
to intervene. Ilowever, nothing could be done. The only

result was that his exccution was postooned and inastead
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of 7 o'cloek in the morning he was exccuted a few hours
cter. I went to add thet in 1944 Bslazs became & rood
friend of Wallenbers ¢nd stayed with him all the time,
I think that Balazs hed good informeiiin about the whole
wallenberg case s#nd that was one % of the reasois hy
the Corrwunists wented to Lliquidate him. The judgoenent
of the sunreme court wes snnounced in FPebruary 1949, how-
ever, for a few more weeks we were kept in the Cyujtofog-
hez. It was on llay 6, 1949 that we were telen over into
the stote state venitentiary in Vaec. hen w2 arrived
there the situation wios tolerable. It was stills the
old system of the state penitentisries, howsver, in
Larcli 1950 the penitentiary was taken over by the AVO
neople, for the nurnoze to kee: the politically proninent
nrisoners there. Then the really bad Lreatmant cterted.
There was cvery day some bloodbathe. The prisoners were
beoten ond torturcd. The AVU opeople were ths prison
snards, AL the s2me time They wanted %o collec% mnaterial
ropihet the 0ld reguler nrison guerds. They tolé ne to
mnexe confessioms aboubt the sabota e of the >1d prison
cuards. I refused it. As a nuniskment I was put inte the
derk cel™ for 90 days. Then I was put beck in ny rc;ulér
cell. In the meantine the two yeors of my sentence cX-
sdredtse I wes crlled into the office of the penitentisry.
several pepers were fil'ed out., I hed to sign some of
them end I vas told that I am free. However, on the
seme night a pleincloth man arrived and put me into ©

cer «nd took over teo Mistarcsa. There I wes put into
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one of the regiments. 2 days later I got a paper gigzned
by xxx police colonel Deecsi telling to me thet I was in-
gExens terned, Simoly beceause it is not desircble for the
stete that I should be free. Cn January 4, 195 1l a2 few

100 peonie from Iiéharcs& end among them nyself were 'rons—
ported to Recsl. It wis & bittercold day vhen we arrived
to Recsk and we had to walk a few kildmete s from the
reilwey stetion. Then on & anow-covered field we steopped
znd everybody hod to undress Finself sterk naked. very-
“hins we ¥ hed was takén eway. e received special pri-
aon elothing = & were led into the camp of Recsgk. ife were
criven irto one of the bwarracl.s which o tlat time did
not heve any xmftimy roofing. In the afternoon the com=-
mander called us together wnd told us thet we will work
in the quarry. We will carry out very heevy vhysicel work.
bext der +the work started. 3Jeside of the heavy physiceal
~ork we rad to suffer many physical tortures. In the first
2 weeks we dié not get any weter. Their main ain was to
wrmkx break our resistence., llany neople did not get eny
shoes. They had to welk in wintertine p barefoot. ..any

of ihe veople collapsed. lvery norning therc wcre a fer
denth coscs. Sctually the cemp of Recsk vrs an extermi-
nstion cimp. L1t wrs for the political @xss nrisorers end

the svewroe fello.: wis supnoced o die within 5 ycirs

w

avent there. I wes put into a gnepxixspxeaik cpecial

sunitive compsny consisting of 80 neovle. rhose &0 neojle

!ZD

woere intellectuals who re the would-be leaders in

cese of & revolt. e had a specktal severe treatment rnd
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actually our extermiration wes -lanned within few yeers.

e had to carry out very heavy work cnd we did not get

any normal food. ‘he situatlon was very bed up tb ahout
Anril 1951. That wes the time when severel peovle succeed-
ed to escepe Trom the camp of Recsk. the story of thelr
eccape is really & romentic one. The scven risoners
succeeded in stecling an AVO uniform. Une ol them tool

it on £nd posed am en AVO officer. Phen on & Sunday uorning
he left the berracks driving the 6 other fellows beflfore hit
lle reelly tried to imitate the real AVO officer &znd

bert Wkw his 6 other fellows very severely. Tfhis happen-
e? on a Sunday snd althouzh we were supposed to work-on
Sundays just »s on reguler days the general supervision

of the AVO people wags laxar. ioreover at fthet time we

nhad quite a few young AVO pcople. Anyhow they reached

the gate and they succeadsd to be let out. Their dig~
sopesrsnce was nRfkekaiixy officially discovered &t no'n
time when theroll cell wes mode. Wamxoaddegsx On the

serie night 3000 AVO peonlz came to Reesk. ‘hey eterted

an investi,eti n beating up eve ybody =nd acking cvery-
body. It ie intercuting that 5 of the 6 escavecs were
leter recaptured but one o7 them succeeded to.leave |
Hungary and srrive in Vienna. lle gzve for the first tine
renort mixxkx to the .eztern vorld thet there is somee
thinz like Reesk. iAfter this escase the situatisn .e-

crone even vorse. e vorking fours could not be lengthen-
ed. In mmm sumiertine we were suppased TO yvork from

6 in the morning Lo 10 p.r., 7 deys & week. But now the
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speed ol the work wgzs speeded up. e were supnosed to
transport the stone slehs by hand. dow we were sup:osecd
+o trensvort them running. 1L sonehody was not running
fost enough he was heaten by the AVO peonle. It was rretty
common thet somebody simply collapsed end he wes left
layir; there. This situation lasted for e few weeks. “hen
suddenly an AVO 1ieutensnt colonel aneered and he told
us that the cenercl situation will be greatly iunproved.
“onewhet leter a specinl commiss sisn czne from Bulanest.
111 of us were offieciclly sceled. 1t that tine I weilghed
46 1:4los only. I just went throug -p & pneunonia. LIter
the arrivel of thr commission the food was cenerall ™ lm-
proved. Then ggin it detb reriorated eocin. In the somaer
of 19%2 cnother conmission ceane and storted inve tig:-tion.
The vrisoncrs had to ap, ear before the EERIINBIXE commis-_
si.n end they were asked conc serning the treastment, about
compleints and 80 on. “hen finelly came the government of
Lagy Imre. He promised To - : diszolve all this internment
cemps, however, even i: that +ine the AVU R nenple won-
it in every way
ted to geyevary sobots -efjund Kee; the ccmps going. Final-
1y one night ir October 195% I was token over to histrr-
cai trroin end after a Tew days I wee set ffee. However,
et Lhat time I wes put under nolice surveillance end I
wes suvposed to live in the city of Vac ond renrt there
¢t ‘he police at rejular ti.es. Concernins the cemp in
Peask I can sey thet during the time I spent there about
10% of the prisoners died, A much greater ner cent of

ti.om hecame crippled. Altogether there vere 1200 inmetes
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thore, however, only 5 of us cane out with our own tecth.
Ly sreestest demage vas suffered in my herrt =nd I still
have sone troubles with my heart.,

I conld characterize the 4VQO neorle of Recsk as selected
sedfists. 'hey got a2n cxcentional y great salary. very-
thing good. They were favorites of the sy: tem #nd they

had no other job to do just to torture us. All of them

e e under 30 years of nge. ‘hey were not Comnunist. They

did not hrve any nolitical schooling, however, they wcre

frithful to their »ower and to their welfare. They were

told thot we rre the enemies of the prople. Phe ~V0O neople

wore not Hermitted to telk to us. In a few cases they did,

however, in most of the cases they did hot kKnow any .hing

about us ond they really believed that we were the fes-

cists ¢nd the enemies of the people.

Mo Informatinn

we could not see anything in Reesk, however, later 1

Heord thet the relations between the LVH &nd tho police
jealous

were rather strained. Joth of them vere 7e¥eus of the

other one-

Yo information.

Yo infornation.

;% the beginning of the system the declas:é clenenis
hatt the ~rectont chences to be arrested. Bub later on
even worlkers and - ezsants vere arrested. lLaeter on there
vere ro nore differences. There were no cocinl classes.

In Pecsk I saw all Iinds of wneople. I net there former
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warty secreteries, fouwx englineers with Kossuth distinc-

tion end old officers of the arny.

(1le) “here wes no need of the work of the hazbizolmi. The
hezbizalni was e declared spy. He was not dengerous.
Lverybody knew hir end everybody wos cautinsus.

(11f) /o werc not in touch with the outside world., -y family

did pot lmow enyihing zbout me. They though® I TmRE Va

in K%x iberia or I wrs dead. They were surprised when

I suddenly arrived home. The treatment of the prisoncrs

wee ot that time the bert in the liarko utca since thet

w: s the jeil of the court but even there the nrisoners

were not vermitted to e in contact with their fuilies.

“hey were not pernitted to receive &ny food, any percéls

or letters from the outsice ivorld. There 15 to 20 .eople

were oubt into & cel'. They were crovded in & very br.d

waey .

(11ig) See above

(12e) “"he food situatiorn in Recek underwent many chenges. In the
regcived
worst neriod we mEsmieymid €00 celorles a cay. In the best
period 2400 calories. In the woxrst neriod we did not
receive any mert for weeks. In the best period we received
nert 2 tices & day but e very minimum emount. In the
‘ndrascy ut bthe daily food amounted to 300 cal.ries. It

-

conaigted of one nlate of soup :nd 5 dece gram sread
a doy. "he daily sou wes called bean soup but it was
just hot wirter.

(12¢) In Vae ond Recs I weo naltreated by the AVO, In Vac the
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prissners were supvosed to merch in goonesteps in the
couri of the vriscn. If sonebody did not do 1% well he

wes besten b:r hends and with sticks. 1 was heaten several
tires with rubberhose. In many cases neo pie inciu&ing ne
were bound and besten in that way.

e did not. get sny insight into the papers s 3 f the investi-

i

gotirg organs. They took up the protocols #nd &t the cnd
them

of the heering it wes given to us %o si;n khAk. It wos inm-

possible to reed them over. A tartured rerson sizned

everything as giuwsrnim given to hi=.

‘‘hen the AVO took over thé prison of Vaec the old »rison

coctors steyed there Ffor chout two weeks. /% thet time

I wer just working in the depsrtmental office of fthe oprison.

I pwsxhxmrd overhesrd a conversati n between an AVO

officer and the doctor. The AVG officer told the coctor:

"This zuys here cround arc fasciots. fhey should not be

trested &t 211." The doctor answered thet his duty is

to trernt 211 kind of pcople. As & result he vas dismis~

sed. Leter on he was errccted end sentencéd to & ycars

of prison.

In the ecsmp of Reesk ns mentioned there were 2 cections.

“he mein dection comprising about 1100 people wes the Or=

“inayy one. Then €0 .f us were in a svecial vunitive

secticn. They were cntively segregated. fhey received

a worge kind of food. They were not nermitted to tolk

enong themselves. “he surrounding of the whole cam: was

2 vwrotected militery territory. Fo civilian peréon could

ap roach the cemp in e circle of 5 lm, During our :ork
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.e unened the quarry there. Ve built a special railway
siding, we built a lorry to transnort the stones within
the querry, hoviever, the'wnole plan ";as very poor. The
mountein wees sidins. There was & constent danger that it
will burry the whole entedlishment. I thinkrin_Sg or 54
urie

the aquerry wes glven up. 3y now it must be huxxied by the

mountaein.

{(13) It waes imsossidble to avoid trouble with the police.
Hver"»o iy wes exvosed to it. The Communiat system was a
system of unsystematical antions. Jverybody did some 1l-
lesel things. Iverybody was living in 2 constant fesr.

(13e) Yo. The Communists did not dare to do anything for theilr
ne t of kin. At thet time Kedor was mirister of interior
and his brother-in-lew was interned =t Recsk with ne.
Vedir did not do anything for hin.

(134) Ko

(13e) TWobody h: s money. Nowadays you cennot achicve very much
with money.

(131) Yos

(13g) To. Papsecution is independent from any religious or

n: tional groups.

(14) Ycs, bhere were very greut fluctuations in the terror.
“he situsmtion was the worst from 1950 to the soring of
19%3, to the desth of Shealin. The situation grontly
ensed in the first few months of the ministry of Trgy

Imre. f=knThen it betame worse ognine. Then in the spring of
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1056 gexde the 20th Prrty Congress the situatisn becume
much better spoain. Obviously the main decisions concer-

ning the terror were moede in the kremlin,

The agrecmen’ of Yalta decided that Hungery should be un=—
der the influence of bthe Russians. Since thet tire there
heve been only such chenges as vernitted by the Ruzsinax
Russians.,

No.

The Russien influenced wes nronounced in every field of
1ife. It wee most importent in tho economic field of
1ife. At lerct that weas the field were it could be felt,
The Hungorien heavy in ustry was brsed oa the raw nate=
rials of the Soviet., The whole econoniec systiern neent a
syclenatie exploitation of ilungary by Russia. I could
nention the grest propaganda in the cultursl field. Then
after 21l Russia was the srect pattern according which

everything should be patterned in Hungery.

Peonle usually did rot dare to telk abous nolitical
meiing matters. YEXpIEIWEXEXXAE

Peonle were rather frez in political jokes. You could
feel the puhlic oiiniosn in them. For exansle, the Viden
Szinned, a theatre, becane very pooulsr sinmply ¥aM=®
because you could hcar there frowm ilime to Time very
cood politicel jokes. The master of cerenonies was
Telier Dezsd snd crordz were coning in just in order 1o

hear hin. They overlooked the fret that the other narts
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of the »rograém meant & straight party-line nronazaenda.
In peie private life everybody tricd to he very ceu-
tious. If somebody wes openly taliing at public pleces
he was a Police agent. Thls gituation chenged in the
Erirzxet q“rlnU of 1956, From that time on peonle telied
cnd wrote freely. Then cenme for exvmnle, sz series of ar-
ticles writter by lay CGyula. The title of it was: “I do
1wt like Iucsera". It was a creet cericsture of Relosia
(164) Cne eould he more condid about the nlan ¢nd the productione.
1ntcr“"Loa.
Those were topics in which nobody wes mderoatx. 1L was

strictly oprohibited %o eriticize the sycten.

L37) The stute igsued many lews and orders wihich were not
su nosed Lo be kept. [ was under BX police supervisisn
end like many other neople T could do what I liked. %F
The execution of any order was Very g¥raxiirs elastic.
For exemple in the foctories for a time xm® évery iOrxer

leaving

wes very thoroushly exsnined when TRHPEK the factory.
“he next week %X it was possible to carry aut everything
{rom the fretory. There wrere nany jokes on that ol te

(17¢) mhere wes no sy ‘teme It depended on sheer chance.

(17d) he same.

{(18z) Porce was the ssronsest cohesive force. A 1ittle free-
dom resulted right sway in revolutiom.

(18b) “are were certain socilal achievecments of the synten
“hich were posular. Por exam :le, the lend reforn end
the revolution wented to leen it. Then oain thc nation=-

eligetion of tho heavy industry or the public utilities.
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Then the a2lolition of the renl:s ¢nd titlesc wes po ulcr.
Then agein th: »niscibilities of sumier vecatin for
gverybhody. The pumgibiliimxx: possibilities of ssortc.

It was an echievencat thet ever: worker if #m he wantled
could nlay ternis. herc cre certain soclel achicvemcnts
which will survive the Comwmmnict s: stem, however, one nay
a8k whether it wes worth while to pay such a hish price
for those xa&ix&xzxmh&exﬁnenﬁs gociel achicvenents.

A cointinucus sabotege wes sin on gcailnst the system.
Lverybody tried to werken thce mz system., The workers did
not vrork. Everybody stole who couié. Lvery fect wes
retionelized by the fact that k& this wes s seinst the
system. A jokc was churacteristie of the situati.n. The
joke shoke sbout the 10-forints movement. Everybody tried
to neke denage of 10 forints a day in his place of rork.

4

The workin~ class stocd up nost courageously ﬁ;ainst the
syasten since the working class wes hest drganiﬂed. The
pecsantry was very much ajsinst the lolllioz, however, it
could nost get orgenized. |

In ﬁhe neesantry onc could not feel many meanifen’stions
of &n oppositian.,

In the spring of 1953 neonlce belicved thet dmxexiIxx la-
7 Imre will bring some good chenge. hen Ral.osi brolk
fown his nmovement the dismnontent inercesed, lovever, 10—
hody tried to nove,

SJMer t'e 20tk Congress 5L the Communist Terty the Lose

of the peorle wes rcnewed. In 1956 disconteant (Cecrecrsed,
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however, opnHositi n inerrased. iwverybody felt tiet this
N .was the time to leave the Stalinist line. |

{(19=) Jlany inbtellectuals thought that id was vossible to neke
a Titoist Communism vnder the leslersriy of Nepy Inre.
They hoped that lungary will come into the yhexboomaty
sphere of Pito. 5 rething likc this one .could
be achiecved without o revolutisn. This wos the ain of
Lthe Pettfilor end Kefox iwefesz.

(19n) The younz Communist intellectunls tecamc the iesders of

an alresdy =ixtimg existing oprositonm. Those writers
could oroanize themselves easily. Actuzlly they hed had
exicting orsinizetions. The declassé elenmcnts of the

society did not dare Lo move., The revolution took cere

o

het such reople should not set eny role. For exemple,

it vns not nermitied thet »eonle recently left the ori-
sons should get any role or should get srns in their
hands. 'he 214 Communists became the lercders of the revow
‘lution. Heleter is The vent exemple. lie personally e
very ruch egeinst giving any active role in the revolution
to the old declassé elereants #nd o people just set

frec out of the jail.
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It was possible to get some foreign newsnasers. For ©Xi L) e
le duriiz the tire I soent in the nrisonm of Vae I rerd
the Uevs Ziiricher Zeitung. It was smugiled in by the
vrison suerds. ‘he most immortent informstion reactcl us
through the foreign readio strtions. Leter on when I wis
woriing in the hotel business I could et hold of meny
laft the
Toreign nowspuners since the foreign Juesio yruxk peoers in
their roons.
'he foreisn redio stetions were the most imnortint sour-
ces of informution.
In Budepcst the so-celled frepe-vine.

wes innortant. Dvery ncws went around within a Tow hours.

-4

re:d the llegyzr Nemzet regulerly. I recd the leaders

of the Uzabed Nep since one could conclude mEXawixsx

out of thosc lerders what wes the momentary stendpoint

of the Prriy. 1t wos interesting o rerd the Be e es
wrebrdseg. 4t eriticized the different Perty functionaries.
I recd the Irodalni Ujsaz rezul:rly. Fir 2 short tine I
rced the Esti Dudec est,

There wis no freec selectio: concerning reading. rthere

"y

vera vory few newspaners in Budepest, only 3 of them.
The newsiepers in the country were S0 nriaitive that
novody rezd them. In 1948 Hungery Lad had many newspoicrs.
Por exrmnle, the Vileg ''2d been an excellent paver. In
1656 it took me only 2 minuted to rezd o ncuspaner sice

it wes so emvty. A reat number of peonle dicd not re:d

eny newspayers.

%
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Yes, cee above. ioreover, it was possible %o borrow

then fron friends.

et
P
e
=
=
kg
-t-
o
[y
L 3
(52}

I went very sco novies. The prosrem was bed.
The ung: rien £ilm iz poor. I never saw eny Sovict filns
exccnt Jor Othello. There were some IMrench and Itclian
filns

KW coning into the countrys Few but gozd, However, such
a groct erord wanted to atfend them thet it wes izipossible
to el tickets. I remember one Italien film with the

%% title of Hiltlen Assvonyol,. It wes nloyed in Budapest
for scveral months. It wes sonething like & mass demon-
str: tiom. Do meny veople wented to zet in. Un the other
hand Lhe Russian filme iiere so uuch disliked that not

even those peonle sttended them who got free tickets.

Lostly entertainment.

t vwas difficult to pseb thectre tickets. Sometimes I pot

[15]
2

slirough aecquainteances. There were very few pood
nlays, particulerly few .ood lHung: rian plays. The [ood

plars were not pernitted to be nerformed. .estern lite~

|_n

reture wes entirely benned except for such ¢classics as
dhelcespeare and Soliére.

I ro .anmber one Hung: risn nlay vith the title llolnopra
mindea ciderul. I foroot the neme »f the author. It waso

& lunssrien lay #nd 1% wranted to earicature the re-

ct

actionary elements of the sociebty. It had 2 heroes, one
goud Jommunist end the other one a react1owpry. The

1atter one criticized conctantly the sysiem in a ve:ry
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witty way. llasses wented 0 see the play simple bhecouse
the r ezctionsry hero caricatured the syssem. Dveryboly
gpnlauded %g hine I romemher snother play wkkk which wen=-
ted to caricature ‘he rock-ard-roll nusic. i'he masses
alvarys wanted an encore of the rock-and-roll dencese.
Twery satyre of thé sysiom falled.

T rers —ery Teus Hung:rian books. Ridiyx T had no time GO
do ©0.

1 could hardly cnswer this que~tion. I like the old

Hun~orian writers. In the 1950&es the book was &a meons

of prosesenda. Clhicap but full of Perty propezinda. The

favorite writers were for exsmole the Hungerian Horsanyil
7250lt. Gut of the foreign writers Croniﬁ, Dronfield and
then the novel "Gone with the wind". It was inmpossible
to obtrin such books. They were not renublished by the
Communists. They were sold on the black market orly.

i 3id not listen to domecstic radio stetions bhecarse E

~

d4id not lile it. NWow I am Tkekix listiening to it fron
_unich and now my opinion is thut there prolran is much
better then we thought. For exemnlc, thelir musicel. pro-

smend
grim is quite goorl. I+ 1s true that the Communists E@EERE

g lot of money on r&dlo programs.

L 1ived in ¢ hotel and tke hotel hed severel s %o. .ost
o. the dnilies had & so-crlled Tolk radio set. there is
an cxy»erivnentel TV progrou in Budapcst 3 tines & weck

in {the zfternoon. A TV set can be housht in Budanest for

5000 forints. It can be bought on instelment. In 2 yeors
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there will be rejuler nrojram.

(G) I regularly listencd %o such radlo stati.ns as IFree lu-
rope, Voice of jnericsz, Peris, Vienna, 3tockholm, BRC.

(6b) Usually I liutcnéd in the night hours. If something ine-
tereting was in the ~ir 1 listened more often or for &
lonizer time.

(6c) I hzé the worst possible o»ninion ebout Radio Free Europc.
It hes no level whatscever. It brosdcert news wkeik
wwhich could be refuted within en hour of thr Lroazdccst.
Iverrbody could see that the news of the rcdio Free
“urope hed no foundeiion. The Veoice of America wes nuch
better, perticulerly their progrem ebout the AVO., rther
they znnounced what & ccrtain person in the AVO is
doing end announced that the same program will be repca-
ted ;é 9.30 at night. It happen-d very often thet the
AYO man wes notified by his acquaintences. lle ran hone
and listened to the second program.

(6d) The beut redio nrosrem abroad is, thet of the BBC. It is
borin: but entirely reli:ble. It gave us information
gbout the world cvents. The radio Stockholm is interesting
too, as well ag Vienng. Vien.a hed an excellent -usicel
nro;ram, very much liked by the peonle. Jhen the overs
house in ¥xemmyx Vienna was rsmxMg reopencd everyvody
run home and ovened his set tc¢ listen to the o . ra TFide-
lio.

(6e) Poonle took erre 5o turn down their radios to & low voice.



(71)

(7h)

(8)

(8d)

(8e)

NO. 208 M“A" INTIRVIDY SHCTI N € JK p. G2

I did not et mueh informetion LYy wordeof-mouth Weye
‘here wes not much gossiving in Beleaton-
fured. It wes Qifficult to et in touch Wwith the fareing
forcighers. The forcigners were eautirus and \re were even
more ceutious,

‘he 0ld coffe house life ceused o0 exist. The life in the
ecpressos is very grect but the peosle spend thore only
10 mirutes and lecve, Iverbody is running. liobody has
tine enymore to sit in an espresso or coffee liouse for

& lon; binme,

In public nlaces it was too dengerous to discuss current
evente. In snell eireles, hovever, it went on all the
time. T'or cxample, vhen I vis working in the celler of
the hotel axmkmken Actoriz in Budavest 3 of the managers
resulerly ceme down and wanted to & lnow the late 't news
of the Toreign ridio stations. 2 out of those 3 were
sommuridsts. Since I knew foreign lenguages L could give

them certain informaitions.

The Communist press is a means of Perty nropsianda which

writes not the existing situation but the dreams of

desire of the Cormunists. Emezeie Poople were

disinterested in newspsvers, did not resad them.xﬂnws;ﬁx
“evmneners wvere cheap but very roor, Kobody reand them,
Peonle were completely vascive concerning the newsnpomners,
‘hey ¢id not even try to eriticize them. They were not
intere ‘ted in the newsn»arers.

iiobody listened to the news serviece of the Hungarian
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radio, however, there wrs & prozrem entitled Saturday
fxexrmen Afternoon which reminded of the old jokes of
the Tamous figures, Hacselk end Sajo. This prozrsn, agcin
tirough a reacii-nery hero, tried 1o caricature the Cone
nunist gyoctem. Lverybosdy loved the reactionary lero, eve-
ribody listencd to it.

Yes, see ebove

nee ahove

see chove

ieoples attitude chengseld several {1ines according to the
generel volitieal situation. There were period: when every-
body wes in a lethargy and nobody wes intercsted in the
foreign news. After lhe 20th Consress of the Party the
situation changed. Then again Tor exanple of the time of
the Geneve Conference fhere wes e very great intere:t.

ave rbody lictened to the =& radin. Then egsin a periond

of lethargy came.

v

the Korezn .rr wae started by the Communists,. Chine and

Horth Korea. I was in the prison of Vac vthen the Koresn

wor broke out snd within a few days e got en informctisn
on en

Wrextt the war, At t'.0o% tinz we believed thet am new

vorld war is ungvoidable. ’hen loter on we were disagreé-

.01y surprised Ly the compromise mede by America in the

cese £ of llorea.

I hecrd rbout it only much laler. It was & vart of the

Ruasizn pronesande. bHobody bhelieved it.
a - L2 o
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(L0e) I sev one Fre: Burcpe bzllcoon over Balatonfured. The
balloon was wetched by the police. And the volice nicked
up oll the lenflets. Very few of them recched the hands
of the people. Then they were ciréuleted Raxm {from hend
to hand very rzpidly. However, the leaflets GLturned to
be & ridiculous joke. The lenflets told vs what was in
Hungsary. e lnew 1t much better. “he leeflets tol:s us
thit e should persist in our opnositong ooainst the Com-
munists, We had the AVO on our neeck and we got such ade
vices. It is true, that the balloons made the Communists
BmEXEX®Y nervous. n the other hend they were a2 grect dis-
aniointment for the penulation.

{10f) «c heard in the internment camp of Recsk about the Berlin
riots. There was an AVO man who rdsulsrly told us the
news. We had gre-t hopes a% that time, horever, nothing
came osut of it.

(10g) he whole country was full of hopes ot the time of the
sum it neeting. Dverybody honed for o éompromise ba-
tween Russia and fmerica. Bverybody hoped that there will

belt
be & neutral T and lungary will belong to this neutrel

belt
B, After that came the cold showrr. ‘everal persons in
Budapest committed suicide. It wss impossible to achicvé
2s nmuch in Geneve ag to ouf on the 2 'enda the queation
of the = iron curtain. It beceme clear to us thet Bulganiﬂ
could do whot he wanted.

{10n) The most fantastic runers we e circulating about the

activitier ol the emigres. One rumor said that Cenerul.

xixher isbarnaki DToriics is standing with 100 000 soldiers
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in fusftria. According to antother rumor I'agy Ferenc was
negotiating with the hisher cireles in “ashington. Some
of this rumors were undoubledly jokes. Un the other hand
it wes so that peoyple in Hungary overestin&ted the sig-
nificance of the Vestern emigration, however, nsthing
came vut ®g of it and at the time of the revolution the
peo»le became diillusioned concerning the emigrztion.
Lveryvody saw thi t they were neither importsnt nor in-
tere ting from a Hungrrian noint of view. The name of
Nagy Fe ‘ene was no more nonular. People believed on the
other hend that Sulyok had an importent pert. I inxnﬁt
learnt only efter my arrival in Germany that Sulyok had
been put aside. I do not think that at the present tine
any of the émigre politicials would have any aulhority

in Hungary,
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The most importent thinss to o were the esteblishment
of a politicszl freedom with free eloctions and with free
speech. The new nzrlianent should nake declisions concer-
ning the form of the Hungrrian stete. The mein political
nlzatforw should be the »nrincinles aannounced by the revo-
lution.

Une should keen the lend reforms with some mininal revi-
sions. In this case I em telking ageinst nysclf since I
were & lerze land owner. The heavy industry, the lorje
binks, the »nublic utilities ﬁhould be netionglized, Un
the other hend the medium =& size industries sh:uld be in
privote hends. I would keep méany of the cociul achicve-

unzk monts of the system. For exennle, sunner veertions,
1
o>

the possibilities of free sport for the workers, the ILi-
nencial #id civen by the sbtabe at the time of uirth and

merriszce, the nlant councils and the worlkers' councils

in the frcetories should be retained. The [.olkhoz should
be dissolved irmediately, however, I would zrzmmgzhe
vrosazate privete cooperations. “he o0ld projran of follk
scedrmies should be realized and they should teach the

seasantry how to esteblish private cooveratives. A few

J state farms rust be retuine? too.
(2) “pliticel parties sre very aecessary.
(22) . All peovle should be free to orgenize political narties.

he politiecsl certies should be selected at the tiie of
the electiosn by the peonle, kxy by the voters. I anm

sure that the Hungarian voters will do a good job in this
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line. In the o0ld aystem there was a very wrong argunent
seying that the Hungarian neople weas not yet ripe for
naizing polities. This was the slogen of the llorthy system.
In 1945 the people showed that they were ripe for making
political decisions. I would give freedom even to the
Bommunist Party to perticipete in any of the future

elections.

Raturally, there should be o complete freedom in the
oress, in the rcligions, and in opinions.

Yo, everybody should he permitted to ecriticize the go-
vernment. Perhaps sone exceptions should be made con-
cerninz the person who will be the head of thce Hungsrian
stete. On the other hand s law concerning 1libel suilts
will be necessary.

This is & relative questin since who will decide what
is detrimental to the state. I am for exemple for the
neutrelity of the country but if somebody hes the opiniin
thet Iungery should join the NATO he mhomidx should have

the freedom to say so.

Ywverybo:'y should be ebsolutely frec to participate in
reetings.

Ain armed uprising e.ainst the government is possible on-
ly in a political system which is not based on the me jo--
rity of the peonle. In a democracy uprising is i mossib-

le. Uupr aim is that Hunsery should be e democracy.
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(5) Radicel changes will be necessary to lead the country
osut of the present economic chaos. The basis of the new
syzten should bve private pronerty. If some projerty wes
teken m avay from somebody by the Communist system the
stete should vpay & certcein indemnity .« For exsmplo
¢ certein reesonabile indemnity should bg%%%or the largze
exteles or for the heavy industry. I know Ghet the pirac-
ticél reelizatim of such an indemnity is » very difli-
cult auestion, however, .here are many exaples where it
was solved. Tor exemvle, in Inglend. The sa2ll land holder
should
ghwid get back his land. 'he avertment houscs should be
retiirned to privete proverty, hovever, there whould be
e progr .ssive tax on the ineome derived from apartment-

houses. Altogether a comnlete recrgenizeation would be ne-

cesary which cennot be discussed in a short time.

(6) The nationaliszution §f the heavy industry is right. The
Comaunists committed a wmistake when they oreremphasized
the heavy industry in Hungzery. & realistic progrem shonlé
k® teke into consiﬁerati.zﬁgoéal conditions in Iun;ary.
TFor exemple, Hungorian reilway building irilustey has
grect paExikiXikes possibilities. It can export mixmam to
neny uncerdeveloped countries as it hannenzd in the pést
end may hepqen in the fulure. Un the other hand heavy
1echinery industry cannot be esleblished i Hungary. It
is no chance to esteblish an autemobile iniustry in Hung-

XX ary since the necessary raw nateriels 2annot be found

in Hungery. lowevery it is desirable that Sle imported
& ?
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cars should be finished and serviced in Hungary. For

example, auto bodies can be mmm manufactu-ed there.

There are great pousibilities of esteblishin: a strong

medium size industry in Hungary such as textile, chemicel

focd industry. There are »articularly grect possibili-

ties for the food industry. Here is the case of the

Hung: rien tonatoes which ere very rich in vitamins and

could be well sold on the foreizn markets. However, it
economic

it into the Communist Larmikgwm policy to EB... -

esteblich a food industry. They wented to establish a

Sztelinveros with 35 wvorkers who can be easily control-

led and orgenized. They neglec.ed the food industry.

/e need to import cenning mechinery fron the Vestern

countries which has ncever been done.

No lerre industry should e rectored to the former owners.

¥rivate prdfit is good. There is no good productinn

writhout privote profit. The worlkers wshoull be shareholders

of the netionalized industry. They should be cble to

purchase certzin sheores of limited rights for

instalments over seversl yecrs. The old Communi t sloge

grids™iorier the feetory belonss to you". Now this.

should be renlized in an hone~t way.

?hc-large benl's should be in the kamir mfxlkexskdg hinds

of the strte. OUn the other hand privete bonks of small

size should be nermitted. They can carry sul many use-

Tul funectinsns.

Certain
BEO¥ALA state monoolies are right. Tor exemple, in
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tobacco and aleohol. Even certain sesments of Sthe forei'n
trede should be under state mononoly. I am thinkin of
the sced exvort. Private business could not do very much
on this line. On the other hand & stete monopolj most
could insure the necegsary quentity and quality of secds
for export. The state monoroly should wori with the aid
of »nreminmms to be naid to the individual Zarners. In suca
vay
a Eégi e orcet tronsfornation of the Hungarien egricul-
ture could be achieved which is so necessary. Hungary
should not imnort wheat 1li'e Dennark. Un the hend Hunvpiy
chould »roduce for export such items as voegetebles, fruit,
seed end so on.
The Xozert should be abolished. It is unnccessary. There

should bhe »nrivate conpetition in comnerce.

Tigh't industyry should be kept in private hands. ven such
large fectories as the old Goldberger, Pamutipar,

idistext
Kxmkex shoufd be in privete hends.

A certain kind of stete »lanning is necessary, however,
thet degrce of state intorfe 'ence as realized by the
Communists is wrong. For exemple, the seed export which
for function
is so importent Xw the country couldfumrmEkix alnng
through a certain kind of state (lanning. The staie
should give to the individual = farmers a nremium. In
such a way the state can direcct production.

sbite nlianning should be elastic. The five years slan

ai:xk of the Cormunists feiled because it wes an
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irrealistic plan coverin; 21l fields of economic lile,
In commerce, for exsmnle, no stete nlanning is possible.
Un shic other & hand it is 500d in industry and ezricul-
ture. State plenning should not mean eny force and con-
vulsion but work througsh nremiums. The Yestern countries
knew that commerce can florish only under entirely free

competition.

(9) The sta.e should not have a right to interfere with all
fields of economic 1life. It =mkzmd¥xw should not inter-
fere with individuval undcrtekings. For exemnle, the
stite price control is wmececessery. Prices should be
eclehlished through the natural wey of supnly and demand.

pertly

‘he office of foreign trade should be controlledAby the
stete and onartly by the »rivate business, ahrough something

like a comnon committee. There should be o certein free

conpetition in foreigsn trade,

(10a) Conce'ning taxati:n I em thinking of the tex policy of

Sweden which 1s a good and progressive sryotem. After a

- in taxes,
certain income 90 % of the income is taker avayxdmkszewx
Cn the other hand the state should insure a certeain mini«
mal.standard of living to every citigen.

(10b) I an thinking of a neutral Humgzzyxwi Hungary which needs
only ¢ miniral armed forces. fhere should be & general
cbmpulsory nilitary service no longer than 1 yezr. Loter
on cven this 1 yéar cen be reduced beceuse of the modern

VeLDONS . distant
worxxew¥ In the dkschamnes future 1 can wisi visualize =
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small vnrofessionsl army of Hungeary without any compul-
sory military service.

The law should be kept very strictly. The law should be
simple. Everybody should understand it., I would abolish
capitel ymrkx punishment. There should not be any
politiczl crines and political police. For the distant
future I have to refer agzesin to the exanple of the
Scandinavian States where theft is & rerity. The courts
and judges whould be entirely independent from any poli-
tical pressure and narticularly from the government,
Yes, the state must insure th every citizen the same
freedom #nd the same rights. Un the other hand the state

+ht to work, The un-

[

should not insure sonmething like a ri
em loayrment insursnce shotld be handled by the trade unions.

The state should insure public order.

Public health and medical care were very poor in the Her-

thy system, Under the Communists it becames even worse.

The 52T which followed the old 0PI never received

the necessary smount of money from the state. The Com-
money

munists never had enougzh mmsmy for medical care. Conse-

quently in the S27X there were never enough doctors,

hospitels, med#cines, The state of medieine supply is

catastrovhic in Hungery because no medlecines can be in-

norted. The Communist system did not fight infectiouns

diseascs, did not fight TB. The malnutrition increzsed

the number of illnesses. The doctors in the SZTX worked on

2% the basis of statistics. A certain percentage of people

wes per-
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no
nmitted to be sick and ¥d more.

that the

It is truedtheatre and movie tickets are cheaper fhakmuxim

then in o0ld times but the possibilities to use them are

less. In the Horthy syctem there were more movies than they

there were

are now. In the Horthy mz systemlin Budapest xbbwosx exact-
stage - _

ly the same number of J{Smwﬂgx theatres as they are now. A%

the same time the porulation of the city doubled. In the

th=mxke theatres there is never an empty place. In the

movies there is empty place when o Russiar film is played.

Hungarians eat much Erxxw iRl Zik=kn than before the war.
People suffer because of the lsck of vitawins. The
cafeterias are very poor both in quelity end quantity.
The situation is worse now then in 46.

In 1950 and 56 the food situation was by end large the
samé. The best yumzmx situation was in the yéars 1947
and 48 becazuse of the ctabilization. Then the situatlon

worsenad.

Thie is a sore ppoint for the average Hungarian, particu-
lerly for the middle class people. Prexi¥eix Textile ma-
terials sre so expensive that nohody cen pay the prices.
A ready-made suit cost 2 months salary for the average
person. Theré are no %?oa raw maseriels since we use
Russian weool which i;ka poor qualitiy. Pecple are weoring

patched up clothes and shoes full of wholese.

The situation was better in 1946. In those times the
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Hungerian textile industry produced eccording to the
old qualities.
(14b) The cituation wes he sime in 1950 and 1956,

(15) the industrial production in Hungezry increcscd in certain
sectors, for example in hcavy industry. On thec other
hand productivity decreased very nuch. People sabotegsed
end the means of production are obsolete.

(15¢) An increase of the industrial production would he very

desirable, however, the present system is very bad.

(16) the workers in the nntionalized sector w: of the inductry
should be owners. They should nave their reprcsentatinn
on the board of directors. The trade uninns should
have & nmuch £ reater role in this field. “here should
be a2 workers® council in every »lant cocwveratin; with
the directors.
(16a) = In the privete sector of the industry the owner chould

have the right to select and avpoint his nencger. le

will éo it seccording Lo his own interest. But even there
in the »rivete sector there should be a woriers' council.
In the stete sector of the industry thé competent mini--
stries should appoint the lecders and nenazers. Yhey

should Ye &p:ointed according o Eas cormon sense, ac-

cording to xkizre thelr exnerience,

(17) Ily ovinion of the collective f(erms is the worst possible.

vn the other hand are private cooverations are ¥e&St very
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desirable.

(17¢) the collective ferms should be abolished and every pea=
s#nt should have s frec choice what to do.

(17e) he land reform as conceived in 1§§§ should be kept with
ninimal changes only. I woul: be ;ood to yux putyégé:end

Jfzh

to many of the ;;ng Terns stnoscasyoodcsdder since many
of the dwarf f:rmers would be willing to .1ive up treir
lerndholdings. There should not be cny lerze ecte tes. Prom

y pert 1 would put an uvper limit arouné 300 yokes for

m
lené holdings. The mww everaze fermer should have sonmcbhing

like 20 yokes mx which can be cultiveted easily by one
fenily and insures o livelihood fof a peasant fenily.
“he shoemeXer should not get land just because he is =
Party secret:ry. The XKolkhoz system of the Communists
friled anyhow. In 1956 there were 450U cooperatives
working in Hungory. And during the fewr days of the revo-

lution 3000 of them were voluntarily dissolved. Nowadeys

70,» of the arable land is in private pro .erty.
(17h)  Yes
(171) o

(17,1} ‘the st:te should not help sgriculture except for corisi
circumslances such ac in the ecase of a depression.
(17m) Ilechine £nd trector strtions should be in the hands of

private cooveratives but not in the hends of the strote.

(18) The state should secure complete relirious frecdom. e
churches should not get beck their former land-holdin s

but a certzin indemnity. The churches should not be
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sunnorted by the state.

(18b) Ko, there should not be zny differcnces.

(184) The churches should be pernitted to esueblish their own

| schonls.

(18e) The teeching of religion should not be comvulsory but
facultative - The varents should Have the freo-
dont to decide on that woint without any srescure.

(18f) I should restore the schools of the churches and I would
send my children to the denominational schools. I visi-

Godollo
ted the church school in Gudwzk Guwdekki and know thet it

is better.

(19) I would sey thet the Purty members should cet a clean
sheet. They should not fobl any special revenge. O0f course,
t''ose peovle who committed an ordinary mxs crime or the
ZV0 »neople should be held responsible,

(19e) Lothin;; ghould ha» en to the Youth Leage members,

(19f) Jee iLbove.

(19¢g) There wes no mwmemxkl svecial mm nroblem with the members
of the police. Most of then could stay in their nresent
job.

(19nh) ~e should forget about those sroups. We slould pardon

thieir members.

(20) For centuries up to the present time Hunge 'y made many
sacrifices in the deferncc of Western Christianity. A
neutrszl Hungary could be in the future a "ridge between

Pact end est. And Hlungary should have a chance to have
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never
freedom. In the past she xmeexx has had such e chance.

I don't think there is a Hungerian netisnal chrrscter
although frankness and tcmperement cheracterizes many
Iungeriens. The Iungsrisns are no good dinlonats,

There are no more social wlasses n Hungery. Yhe differen-
ces cessed,

I 0ld times there werc such #xffevemdm differences but

it is much better thet theQﬁ?gzsed. In old times Hung-

ary was a backward country because the peascntry had no

freedom.

The government up to 1914 was go d. The orea of the com—
promise insured the gumsxt grestest freedom and

crectect boom to Hungery. In the time of the rwonerchy
there was for ckemple a republican nerty in Hungery
which openly agitated sgainst the kingdom. By the way,
kxmrdunm ki gdom cannot be restored in Hungary.

ies, there was a very crest social inequality in o0ld
Hﬁngary.

Between 1945 znd 48 there was more or less something

like o democracy, however, it was during thet time

- theet the Comnmunists nrepared #hwirxr their rule. I still

reﬁe,her the free pclitical sneeches trot could be

delivered in those yesrs particularly the speechos of
Sulyok Dezsd and Irre Kovaes. There wes only o e free
political election in Hungerien hictory. That was in

1945.
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(23) In ny nind a Danubian menfer confecderction would be
necessery. Perhans a united FEurope would be ;zgnbetter
but its establishment ould fece even grecter difficul-
tics. I &m apainst revisionism, however, I think an
honest policy towerds the minoritiecs is n:cessary.

(234) I do not think there wes a natural conflict. It was on-
1y something artificislly created by the nre-war politi-
eel systex in Hungary. [ lived in Pozsony for 2 years
and I saw with ny own eyes the welfare of the Hungsarians
in Czechoslovekia. The Hungrrien leaders there for ex-
ample Szulld Geza had & great suthority in Prague. In
the other neighboring countries the Hungrrian minorities

hed grievinces end those grievances were used by the

Horthy system for its own politicel purnoses.

(24) The probléms of the smell states could bz well solved
on the basis of the bluenrint drawn up et Strassbhourg
for the United States of Burope. This blueprint guaran-
tees ithe rights of the small states &s well &s of eny

other sicte.

(25) The poor Russian neople has lived gll the time under
a terrible oppression. The people themselves cre go»d
but now they would need a re-educatisn of 20 years to
le rn political freedom and democracy. The majority
of them are not Communist. It is true that many of them
particulcriy the lesders are filled with a dreen of

the world dominance of Russia but this is nyt true
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for thc majority of the Russians. The majority ere real-

1y honin; for a necce.

I di1d not resd ideolcgiccl bools cxcent the selected
sveeches of Staline I think that larxism as & princinle
is not cntirely wrong, however, its realization is in-
pogsible. 5o far every =aitemnt to realize it feiled.
Zesy, it is posaible.

Democrac; means free elections 2nd the will of the najo-—
rity.

There wes no real democracy in Hungary. In 1945 we stood
merrest to a democracy.

Tito is = natisnal Communist.

I think that National Communism is e scli-contradiction.
Communism means Internationalism. In a practical wey
Tito Tollsued a very clever nolicy snd received prest
results

wesuddrx in his own couniry. lle is 2 jood practicel po!i-
ticlen, however, he hes no ideologicel br ek round.

do 1% is irmnossible. Communisi cennot be reconeiled
with pnetriotisn. I am very mueh against & too gre:st

Letionalism sarticulsrly rgainst Cheuvind en.

In this cace the »rogrsn of the revolution could heve
been reclized.
Yes, 1f there wes no revolution. He had & great sutho-

Pity all over the cohuntry.
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2d.
Dead.,
3ed.

3ed, however, I think & slow evolution towerds Jocial-
ism would be pgood.

It ceased to exist. It is no more necesssry.

The Lulak e2s an indevendent f:rmer is s00d.
Veres leter is a very 2ble, very well eduecated snd
clever peasant. llowever, he lost his weys in politics.
He cen be influenced to casily.
Ba .

Good.
Very bead.

she has a very great politicel authority althoush she
mede meny mistakes in emiprotion.

In 0ld tiies he had & very srect cuthority but he
cecsed to exist as 2 politierl feetor. It was g had nis-
take thet he took asylum 2t the Americsm.LegatiJn of

Budenest.

An agrerien perty such &s the Tusisn of the smell-holder
end the pessant perty would win the elcction.
It is iwvoscible to linow. The:e is nobody neither at

home nor in the emigretion. No new :emes emersed.

Less.
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It's a criminel geng recruited out of the scum of the
people. Fvery choirman faxxhe of the co'lective frrms
should be hunged.

<here were crest chenges from time to time, From 1950
to 56 it got less.

Less:

Less:

The new ones received nore.

Received much more.

They we e liquidated.

The some

Everybody was nuch baitter off before 1948,

The intereuts are the same

There was an enti-intslieetual attitud: ercated by thz
Communist Party.

Theie is no conflict

There is no eonflict. 80% of the 0ld aristocracy left
the country. The remaining part either became Communizi
or is living in a8 gre~t distress

Kuxeenixey ¥o conflict.

It is wrong to say thet the Uni‘ed ite es cnd the Doviet
Union are equelly ¢rngerous. “he United Stetes does

not endanger thc interests of a smell strle. The Soviab
Unisn is d:nzerous for every'ody beccuze of the Joviel

inmverialism -
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(35) An insignifécant minority would fight in cese of war.
Hot more thun 2; of the peovle would xkamix stend with
the prescnt system.
(36) Iy opinions did not chsnge. The revolution cleered sk

&ll the »roblens. Since thet tire no furiher chinges of

osinion have been necessary.




-
{

(2)

NO! 208 WA TNLIRVIRY SECTION X JK mpe 113

The questionnaire is pretty ;ood and the questi .ns cre
well selected.

It wes a pood feeling to telk about such quertions.,

No

You will get fairly honest answers, however, you shoulc
not interview the students only. They are too younc:.
"hey heve no ¥nowledge of Lhe »revious tinmes. Their

"distorted
ansvters may ve FLePxiEdriagxin a certain way.

I went to emigrete to the United States. ‘t the »reseni
time I have no intenti.n of ro:ur:ing tc NMungery. Per-

~ps in sone later tim: I pey & visit there.

Concerning such suggestions see gbove. I was asked by
UK special committee t1 gm give a teutinony. It wes
en excellent herring end the committce received very

good informetion. They invited represeniatives of all

mocial classes in Hungery. Only one third of the -cosle

who apneared there belonged to the intellectuals. The
other parts were selected from the veascntry, from the

working clas: and so on.

LR




