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i

First of all it should be, known how deererately ie: v.rere walting for h@é}o

-t a

from abrcad; vwe were listening to the radio day 2:d. night,. wa;rbing j‘or t.he
decisions of the United Nations, we were full of . onfidence that hu,ap would
céné;_ For iﬁsténce, Radio I‘rée Euroﬁe saidj peop. e should try to hold out
until the presddential elections are over anc¢ the: something will happene.
People aré s%ill hoping. /s time whmx went on, t = general opinion of

people kmmaom was that the 'ﬁés; 1-‘ast gg‘c_e_?t{egl__‘ that lungapy belonzs' thithe i
Russiamf bio::l-'.; and tl‘at trllie;‘é is anthiﬁ%z "t.l';..at‘ can Lo done about its pep_ple
began to realize the s:?ghificaﬁce of the Yal#a Pa: % and what they are nost
afraid of is that tte West ras gziven up Mungery. % is inimaginable

trat tle Russians would let “unzary out of their «wm free willj if trey would,

-There
the other satellitej states would follow the exan;lc of Hungery. Taey,are

(TE R

still optimists yho believe; kiat semcthindweill K sped)’ that 'thd " Fosolukmmtions

L

of tre United Nations will not remain wit out effcct,.

It iad begun muck before the 23%f October. Then tiey started to send the

artists' boats to Vienna, that was may_be in Jurs or July of 1956. These were
was Six-day excursions to Vienna; fuch writers, actors etc. were allowed to

thke part who were considered to be'"reliable% Turing the whole excuraion

they used to live on tre boats in order to save eroenses. They came back
disillusioned, after they lad tasted life in the Y/2st, and had opportunity

to comp: re conditions in Vie'rma wit} . those :é’ home. Vriters and artists in %q.;mi-al
geoed Life undae the Communist wregqime;

had a,very-ood-tdme, they made good monesy, they cid not hesitate in benefiting
from all the advantages of tie regime. Ancd & en,all of a sudcden,the) turned

against ite Writers whose name appeared in an ant ology entitled * We Farkaw

Praise Stalin" ;,Gyula Hay, whose rlays were produce: in the Hational Theatre,
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z::ltan%;ii:, atcs == all this reninds me of the saying that the revolution

devours its own children. Aron Tamasi whko is :::; greatest writer, refused

‘o participate in anytiing, also he lived in mmr misery. Anyone,

even if he was not a member of the party, but collaborated in order to main-
~ his Pe.ié.+c.‘on or

tain prowieiem-end, get high salaries, is to be ¢ ndemned. The Irodalmi

Ujsés, begen to grow popular as it began to puslish articles against the

regime. Fvan though they attacked .. nor provlens, people enjoyed reading

them. For instance, the; would write against tic communist way of addressing

each other wgh'comrade'. Then there was the renzbilitation of Rajk

at the beginning of October. [ large demonstration made up of students

was ordered to the cemefitery to lay wreathgs on thc tomb of Rajk.. The

aut! orities seemed to be uneasy, they were afraic of anti-comnunist demon-

strations. There was no cpen disorder but tre siudents found subtle ways

to express their g true fcelings. Deforeim the tomb instead of singing

official sonzs, they sanz a famous aria apgainst tyranny from the Hungarian

opera Hunyadi Laszlo. 2lso they refused to lay the wreath on the tomb

of Rajk but marched back through the town singin- national songs as-far-es 1o

the statue of Petofi and placed their flowers beiore it. ¥ Vhen they

marcred before the building of the AVD there was no interference on the p: r%

of the AV0O. Finally the events in Poland ancd t%c sympathy demmnstration

which was organized by University students for the 23rd of Uctober.

itk the resi mation of Rakosi.

Tremendous. Also the case of the Jewish doctors was very bad forl'thaf”

regime; mayoe they coulc cxplain their quick reversal to the people in

Russia, vt the Hungarian public was not so eas'ly fooled.
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2/c/ Toa very grezt extent. The kinc of regime whicl wmas rerresented then by
Imte Han would not kave b er enough, but they peo~le were hoping mor%rnm

him; tkougl he was a communist,he coul’ be forced to make more
concessions.

/d/ 1 den't think so. People werc rather mad¢ at Tito, because Le kept turning
from one side to the other; theye was a time when people hoped that the West
woulc actieve that llunrary would fall into tke orb of Yugoslavia under the
aegis of the West. Ve would have preferred the Yugoslavs to the Russians.

/E / It was oi jl- very 7reat iiportance. Theye were excerpts rublished in the
papers, ka4 I knew about it mostly through the radioy the BBC, the Voice of
Anmerica.

/£/ They were of very great in ortance. Ve were ﬁoping for tie unffication of
Germany; we were Lappy that somebod made a move. The communists were very
weyy muck frightened. The turn of tle events was a very great disappcintment.

/2/ 1t made a grea® impression on the ¥mx masses that the "father of the people"

was set aside. However they knew that i% didn't senis nean a change in the regine,
because he was rcplaced by Gero. Tor a noment they werc hop'ng that Imrg Nagy
wo:ld follow him, that mmmt could have meant something.

/v/  ‘hen Imrfe Nazy became prime minister for the first time. There was a feeling
of =2reat relief'y however, 1 had gravc dou.ts because of the fact that Gero
was the minist r of Imkrifor. Nevertieless, the mmmsakimn cessation of %
intermment, anc the issue of licenses were gre:t ac levementsj even though on
a very small scale, private enterprise could start againe.

/i/ On tie contrary, I was afraid when I saw that certain concessions were made,
thet the situstion will be consolidated and will remain like that for the
next thousand years. In gener3l the opirisnwas: the wors® the situation is
the better, sc¢ that people cqn _not éndure it.

3a/b/ People lived uncer very dad conditiorsj economic pcints of view. They have seen

tipoush the lies. There was strong national feeling. Incdomitable hatred
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3a/o/ cont. toward the Russians. The terrible feeling of being closed in, also
in the arts, we have fallen behind, Ji
no work of art ovrought anwthipg new. People werc labouring uncer the
most xxm ter:rible livin~ corcditions end at the same time, they had to
7lorify the regime a::gg}velous.

Je/ T an not sure. The Polish events contributed to a great extent. The

demonstrations on the 23"01‘ Uctober khrmwmgh threw light upon the fact,
how great the rumuer of the people was anc how difi‘erenttt.-gcial status
who were against the regime. Thc hatred against the Russians has unified
the people, out robocy dared to say it before, there was noti ing to oring
together the masscs. However, in ' hat mExm deuonstrat’ on,with the fourteen
points, it was clear that everyuod; is of the saaze opiricn, even the
party members. In fact, some resented the presence in the demonstration of
party members; there were cases when they were pushed out o £ the lines.
This lead sonetimes to tragic consequences; I heard of a case when such
a party member comiitted suieide.

L Yes« To pget rid of the lussians and to abolish comiunism in Hungary. wut
1 am sure they woulc have endeavoured to establish some kind of a healthy
~ocial systen in Hungary.

/e/ Yes, T tlink so. To get ricd of the Russians was the poal of everybodye.
However, the various rarties had imiediately begun to organize along the lines
of the various social classes. Theye would have beer a strong socialist scctor,
but therc werc also capitalistic endeavours.

/df ke whole thing really started at once. Tiose who joined laoter were opportuniste.
"Len Jero cezsed to be tre Secretary “eneral of the Party, the whole public
onthe side of
inion was beside,the revolution, and it would have meant practically to risi

one's life not to stand by the revolution.
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Apainst the ccmmuist system in Hunzarye.

or a neutral Hungary.

"Russians go home". fThe %tement of the old Kossuth emblem, Hunsarian
uniform for the army, (the Russian unifora of the army hurt very much).

The cbolition of the teaclhing of the Russian language. "Down with lero” .
Slozans mkkk azainst other personalities, the longing a’ter the West.

Total incdependence from Russia, economically, politically ete.

lMost cefinitely ycs. Everybody rated tte communists, the sincere ones and
theopportunists, there was a tremefdyous reaction.

Those communists who joined the revolution were not true communists.

It would rave been just too beautiful. The revolution woulc have won.

acdequate

‘e were loping for,livin: standards, libertyj something like a second
Switzerland, or at least likc ;ustria.

Ho, uncer no circumstances. Vie would have never veen satisfied with a half-
sclution. 43 long as there was "comrade"™ and "[lungarian ..orkers Party"

we considered it notling, that is why Imrg Nagy had to make one concession
after another to satisfy the people. The BiC has characterigied the
situation in Fungary very well when it said: the situzation 4s in llungary (s
omwhich will nct be established 'n Yugoslavia and of which the Poles
couldn't even ream. Freeglections would have been the most i .portant
ting; the communists would not have obtained more than two to thr-c per cent
or even less,

At  that time tke personal rurposes had recmained in the backgrounds

first the conplete licuidation of the regime had t. be accomplished, but

afterwards thcy would have emerged.
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/o/ Trose who were in theforesround curing tl*eEregime: o itiea]{fhnctionariea
of the communist party; svoig,
Turing aiost of the time T was at kome, listened to the radio; I went mk to
the o “‘ice orly once or twice only for a short time, and even thcn we mostly
et T et nu.-rby stotes
used to pet some foodl on tre first of November, thcy distributed some food-
stuff in the office.
6-9 Not applicable.
10 "R racio, voth domestie and foreign, but mostly the latter; I also iatesieds
) a..ls-,
listened to the Funvarian station in Gyor; ame- through discussions with
frétrds,.
published
10/a/ 1 read eagerly the newspapers which were #ew during the revolution.
/fo/ Until tle fourtl: of Novemoer, everybody was hapry that frce press is being
reestablished ir. Hunpary. The nevispapers sprang up along the lines of the
new parties and I tlink that was right. After the Lti of “oveuber, people
:zn.bq.ds-t.
-urned the ha-& € new version ¢f the comnunist rarty paper,
in the strecetsy they tiought that the new paper of the trade union, N‘epaknmt
was better and tley stood in line for it; but they soon founc out that it was
From my hvsband
}d. / the same thring. fI heard about the shootings on "arliament Squarehwho was thers;
about the fipghts on the Ulloi Street by telephone from fxmismsxx friends. Dut
b
from the 7th of llovember the telepkones were di sconnee’ ed -ﬁ'gm- the cenfral
and everybody had to ask for reconnection incividually, When was your telephone
t-connectes >
+o# , Moout tre 18tk of liovember. T had to find some innocent excuse and I said some-
tha't
thing about some.ody véing i1l in the house and,I had to rcach the doctor.
/ 48/ 7Yes. I listened to ev ryibing, botl ‘omestic and foreign. Lefore the 23rd of
October I listened onl)fto foreign stations. I 1istened mostly to g,
also to Voice of America; I likedrree “urope the least, they had too many
lain
other programs other$ than news and we were only interested in%ood relicble

nems. I learned about the reaction of the West to the Hungerian events, also
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zbout local events, tlc information service was excellent.

I listeded everyﬁay to the United Nations radio reports on the
meetings.

See answer to question /c/.

Torelon radio broadcast was the most reliable, hearsay w:zs the
least re'iable source of informatione.

Local nows 1 obtained throush radio, telephone and conversation
wit!' Triends; about the events in the rest of tie country, I
lcarnad throuzh the #::rcign radio 'roaccasts anc the Free Radio
of Gyor.

They were dissdlved. For instance, the Hungurian-Soviet Society,
the TISZ .

Party organizations were dissolved. Ofiices and b:ildings were
ogcupied for the purposes of the new parties or fer sometimes a4
»ewr apartpents. Turin: the revolut:’u,n,t}c: new communict party

Ccondtdent val personal files)

was "$iuid", The so-called'Kader*material,was distributed in the
personnel derartments of tle of fices, people could go in person
and ask for it. did you 9° to 3"% yeur fele 7

Yes, but I didnt receive angghing; I was told t:at my file lLad been
previously sent to the Iiinistry because anonymous letters were

Whaet kend oF letrer s Of'f-\u[-t'f:'r«/ ha‘fwfc,-

received a2painst me.
¥es I was not a member cf the marty and I never made a secret of my
opini.ns in tle office even befcre the party members.

They tore off the Russians emblen from their caps, they joined
enthusiastically the revolution. They were happy when people

acéressed them in the olc wa;” instead of "police comrade". g they
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They Do you think that was reght?
11/e/ ,massacred them were t! ey foun them., Yes, cv rydody thoust it was right,
except not everyood: liked to stand by and watel ite.
11/d/ I don't really know. A1l I know is thet sevoral judges who were active in
communist trials comaitted suicide.
/e/ They have joined the revolution. They lated the Russians. The :oung officers
were wostly of peasant origine. They were sert to the Kossuth --cademy, which
. (Hengarian milctary Academy)
was the new Ludovika),, they wer rz-,tl:erfspoﬂedf%r the regime, yet they immediately
pampered
Jjoined the revolution.

/£/ They vere passive. They d."-.(;bt really count, they were nothing more than a sort
of tarx of ice w ere you could ray your mcmberskin fees. They had been completely
svbordinated to the party in the past.

/e/ 1 don't !mow much about ! is.

/h/  Ekmpoere Pee There were sc many ninistries that it was ridiculous. V.e hoped
that something will be dune about it. There were some measures taken in

i11is direction, for instance, the .dnistry of NéFu'ﬁ.velési (organ of
control of artistic activities, theatres, films newspapcrs)y was abolished )
or better said,merged witl the Ministry of Cducationi the lidinistry of
Eesmlgél@tés (compulsory delivery) was abolished.

/i/ The reaction of the Gat!olic chufch was the most active on the side of the
revolution. People in general didn't think too well of the Protestants
and Lutherans because they cooperated more actively with the regime than

the Catholics. In general the people were swarming into the c! urches.
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11/j/ Iocgewsxstxymapts Institutions w ic collapsed ywere the party anc all its
( Alami Ellendra e'sé KSLPo’n'{‘)
political organs, the press, the AV", tke AFK A(state control center; similar
tOAVC), anclthe Hinistry to which it belonged, tie linistry of State Control.

knde
The trade unions and police remained and appropriate reorganization was em=ke

way .
11/x/ The amy.
/1/ The micdle class (bourgeois) parties.
/m/ I don't krow ver; much about them, enly what I heard from conversations.

One of tle tasks would have been to carry out changes in the personnel within
the enterprise, of course, onl';r:t‘;xzse in leading positions, party functionaries;
they didn't Intend to harm the small ysrx people. 7here was very s trong
resentment apainst opportunists whe—weme—emy. anc fhere were many ofthem.

/n/ T personally would have beer happy to have capitalism. In zeneral, r eople
expec cﬂ Ar}:;cmment structure of social character.

/o/ Cpoortunity to success of private enterprise and personal talentsy that I have
the riglt to 7o into busincss of my m own, anc wratever I succeed in acquirinz ,
I can keep it; the right to hapriness; tle riglt to acquire propertys
of course, ary h:althy tendency to socialism’is welcome. For instance,
mekry - obody wanted the return of =2 landed estutes.

12 "iixedv.

/a/ 1 sau tarks, from behind entrance doorgs.

/o/ 7Yesy for instance,I heard that on Parliament Square many Russians skot at the

AV"s who were shooting into the crowds of the Iungarians.

/e/ Za'ﬁu. Russian arny was demoralized to a certa n extent after what they had seen
in Hungary, woich was still better than what they had in Russia. They werc

relieved by new troops after the Lth of Novamber.
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%1so Russians tenks have shot at eaci. other, sometimes by error
sometiies intentionally. How couwld one tall the clefference ?
I know it from conversations with friencs. “hen they stopped shooting
of their tanks,
“airly soon an¢ jumped out,ratter frichtened,to reconnoiter,then it
was obvicus that it was by error. _ut when they finished oif each othor )
then there was nc doubt; whichever caie out victorinus usually gave
the tani to the fungerians. I remember a very interesting case which
to do my shnpp-ﬁnz .
I kearc fron a cas!ier of a state foo. store where I used to g0n A
Russian soldier from a tank came to the store and tried to get breads;
his
when he was refused yhe offered -the- tank for the bread. He received
he
the bread an¢ in fact,left the tank befor%e stere.
I don't knowo A1l I heard that they were "packing'
T don't know.
defore October 23, the entire Hunsarian administration was under Russian
influence; even the formint of industrial concerns s for instance, % in
the bullding and constructicn industry,its centralization into trust,
were
later its decentralization yWas done after Russian pattern as and when it
harpened in Russia, and of course, on Russian instructions. Luring the
revolution their influence ceased because it was ignored. After the L+
of November, everytl ing went back to the old system except ,if possible )
even more intensely.
The events caught them unawares, they were not prepared for them, every-
thing heypened too fast and sudderly; however, during the period of
PAsSsivity (ante which they were Ferce
ﬁeﬂiﬁy%&e&pﬁﬁ&wedn uring the revoluticn,from the background,they
awe" observed everytl.ing.
Oy, the 10th of Novmmber. I wrote a letter to a friend of mine ‘n Loncon
. \5
For cays Levee/ .
anc e-dewy afterwards 7 lef$,in terror lest my letter shoulc be caaght.

T'e inmmen terror throughfout tie country; personal threats;

T vine hearrmt S ad nd $lha 2dan AF Fhatom deamemesd o3 &40 Do s o
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Pevsonal Lhreats By whom?

»In my o"fice, the cllef of personnel and co-workers; they knew very well

how T felt about the regime.

13/b/
/c/

13/e/

/a/
/o/

| type- revolut (onary leaflets,als-,

~ith my husvand and my friends.
Ve tiought of bribing them. MMy preatest desire was to pet across the
frontier. Iy ultimate goaltthe United States. 1 have akfrst first cousin
who is living here, a physician in New Jersey.
Only hypothetically, £#6é=if the Russians would leave Hungary,I would
stay. The great delay in my ceparture, I JAok only m in February, /957,
was due to the fact that I had to take care of my financial situation.
\ith the lelp of friends I succeeded in selling my apartment and leave -
my mother in some financial security,because she stayed behind; she was
tco olcd to leave the country. TFor the last days of preparation I took
out my vacations in the office; almost everyday I received telephone
calls from the office, they wer: tryingz to check on me that I am not leaving
the country.
SoTrow,

Very much, 2lways. I think it was ~lorious and also it is a great sesss,
There can be ro question about ity it shook up the Whest.
Yes, if when the Soviet gtke=seunter attac ﬁm"*;;i%“?t/h of ijl@éar,

tle UN would have acted witi enouph cdeteraination to stop them;

or if theye would have been a serious threat of armed retaliation from
the West, the NATC. If tle Russians would have been sufficicntly impressed
vy the pressure exerted on them, tley would hcve retreated. People becane
awarc of thke true s gnificancc of the Yalta Pact enly after the revolution;
the disap ointment was tremendous because the hést didn't actj; _they were
sure that witl: help from the Wést tle revolution could have been wonk.
Howev r, ® every .ody would have b:cn afraid of a war. But nobdy thought

tl erc should have been & war. W hy 2
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e based our hopes on the iustrian Peace Treaty. Hew a hout the Warsaw . Ta <t
llobody thought seriously abcut tle Vlarsaw Pact,
Tots in{",o
I tkink maybe, because Hunrary lies nearest to Austriaj liay e ,the nzcchs
cidn't suffer as much from the Russians; the Rumanians and _ulrerians
are not particul' rly passior~te people.
T don't think much of him. Fe was driven by events; I don't think he ever
an
acted or said ﬁghing of his wwn will or in.piration; le was pressed
carries b
by tke- circumstances, he was swim.:in- with the current, wkesede, the will of
tl e Yun~arian people,wanted. It was uy chunce th:t he was in the spotlight,
"Moscovite
he was a zesssyait, out as his previous o- rmment ropresented the first
s'ight relief froa uncer the terror, he was still vetter than novody;
one Liad to wait unt 1 tle fr e elections.
daleter. Kovicsbéla. wc liked him bedause he refused to participate
KD‘VA. g:': 7
in the soverment in the very fir-t phasej I‘m-gga, Xethly, their names
were popular because of treir paste llaleter, who went to military school
in Russia, imiediately manifested that Fe joine: “he revolutionaries.
Fe was sent out by the ~ov rnment to re:tore order :n the barrakks but he
made those inside understand that be is on their side. !le was an omeellent
orpanizer, he sent out s=me-official summons of conseription. Lidcdy
Tildy made a'@pirited speech; he was not popular, people could not forgive
4 -
Fim that he played into the hands of “ckogjfi the Small-holders/ Party.
The hero was a iroup, the routh, t.he children; 1 was beyond all ima~ination.
The re
T were not afraic, they sacrifieed their lives. Thefv_'{?ere nany many
chilcren who died durins the revolutione
“irst mddesiucdents, seconc, Exiideyn soldiers, third intellectuals .nd writers.
Tourth, skilled workers anc unskilled workers, thisgshould be taken topether:

fifth w ite collar peeple, simtl othc people = faruers anc peasants 4@ of (of
hot Pq,rft.‘c ¢ Pa.'ft Ca the £¢ ?A'i‘a'h/?,
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oo Tor voth que:tiocns,it was unselievable.

The greut importance was that the members knew each others'opinions;
First it was a national, literary novement, then they introduced into
int;;olitical questions, and it has the merit of an initial impulse.

I was very much surprised at them because the members werc communist
party members at the same time, they venefitad of many advantages,

they were the spoiled chilcren of the regime. The younger members
hoped their advancement through the PeotJ'L . fircle.

I am xwaviewed convinced that the Petd¥u - @ircle would have beern
satiskfied with a Polish-type soluticn. They were national communists )
ara’nst the Russians, but not against communism itself. Turing the
entire mevolution they eont’nued to proclaim themselves communists, *
Their active part was uniiportant. It was rather after the revolution
that they vehaved woncderfully, in comneetion witi problems of food
supply. Their active participation in the fighting was so=to-speak
null.

's note: Resf-e'nc:/e-n?" n/spo.'re»z'-(/

* Yuterviewer

hir.'Siaok 'éée ?e‘f'o”‘f;'— ('c."é*e[e_ ‘F“'""‘ -{A(
Nr:ffe.-rc.’ hﬂéﬂm andon.
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1./a/ Secrctary
/o/ Painter (industrial ccsigner of famous posters)
2 T had two jobs in llungary. 7he first from 19hl to 1954, Hungarian
Building Company Ltd., Hatioralized in 1S54B. liy seconc job was with the
Ilungarian State Folks "nsemble, econo:ic section.

rirst job (2) I did typir:, shorthand, own correspcndence, craftsmanship
billina
M&% bucget determiination, checking of budget.

managers

/0/ @ 1 was the secretary of the Technical cshiéef and later lis executive
secretary.
(d) 19LL=195L
€

(&) Yos, t}is was a large building ccneern, with four to five thousand

craftsmen and workers. 1In the adiinistrative office where I worked there

ver: about ¢ iryy officials, technical personrel i:cludedy after its nationaliza-
tion in 1948, the perscmncl grew to 3 to L hundred. It was an efficient

an

fimi witl sexcell nt teel/micel team.

£
/ef confortables
of
3/a/ 1 1iked it because,the opportunity for independent work.

the
/b/ Tospite exs “-dinasatisfact.ion‘ I found in my work, I cdisliked it because

£ the political atmosphere,especially since the nationalization.

Second Job

2db +typing and siorthand, fomigﬁ correspondence, translation into @@erman
and french ané also from "nglish.

ﬂg;/ t:pist

/d/ 1954=7 Januery

/& Ratncr large, There were about x 150 to 180 artists; about 20 officials
in the ecuno:ic section where I worked. Ver- efficient.

e/ This was an organization to procuce folkloristic shows on a professional

bagis. There were choreographs and orchestra concuctors who travelled
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around in tre country and made films locally of folk dances and songse.
Pgrmuhcn‘f
They returned witi the films and the semedambpartist-membership was
trained on the basis of those films for tle various shows and productions.
These artists were recr.ited ax from among the ve 't of the ovligatory
folk dance mrouprs which were formed witt each ind-.xstrgﬁ\l concern and
workshope lie had our own theatre,
2/f/ It was beautiful and very elegant. 1t was ir one of the olc¢ pudlic
suildings on tle DBuda side. It was decorated witl carpets anc draperies
in fol'kloristic style. It was meant to be political propaganda showroome
3/a/ I didn't like anything about it. I very much cisliked ite
Jof  tecause I dicn't like tie whole idea of this organization. 1t a8 oy b rentionsd
by the state
ssate-suppert, thc yearly bucget ran to 6 million florins and ikat we
resented that all tl:is money went for propaganda purposes while the
mEpixx employees were mis rably paid. The rroductions were not popular
at the beginning at Budapest, tle public had to be driven into the theatreo
Jlut the group went also to ‘aris, London, Lionte Carlo, Genoa Em and everywhere
they hcd a tremendous success; their success abroud had its effect on Dudapest
and after their return people begar to want to seec the show. Iniact, there
w s notking that could be said against the produciion itself, it was gemuine,
the costumes vere beautiful. It was thc spirit beiind it whick we didn't likeo
The artists were ver; well paid,avout 1L0O florins a mcnth, for daily four
hours, anc they hac many free days between productions.
L/a/ In %88 15L6 gZe aonthly salary was about 800 florins plus overtime, plus
premiums vhic! brought it up to about 1000 florins a mont' « It vas very goode
Jo/ In 1950, cbout 1200 florins a month.
/e/ 920 ‘lorins a mcnth in 1955.
/¢/ sce above.

/e/ There were meny deductions. Fir:-t il there wes the plan loan or peace loan.
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Txdmas Tt was about 10 percent of my salary. Up to 195k, it was obligatory

at the rate of

t: subscrise to bonis vedsed=at on month's salary. From 1955 we had to

subscribe for the amount of only half a month's salary. Tvery month,certain

numbers were drawn out, it was like a lottery. The National Savings Dank
¥pex kept records of tke numbers of the bomds,each with its owners name.

So ii:-:as aluays arraned in advance who would win the big prizes anc,of course,
it was always the party functioniries and members. The biggest prizc was 100,000
florins, ther 50,000, 25,000, 10,000, 5,000, 1,000, 500 anc 300 florins.

There were also prizes of the nominal velue wkich were 25, 50, 100, 200

and 500 florins. Crdinary reople could win by luck only if their serial

mumber fell witlin the range of the serial number of the 3Imx big prize-

there

winning bonds, - Then,was a special tax for married people who had no children
Trade fee

wi ich amounted to L%. 01d arce insuranceg' 3%, b Union memoershir;:107e

L/f/ In ny joo with the .uilding Industry I received promiums;after each completed

/e/

ouilding a certain sum was sct aside which was distributed among the employees
proportionately to the importance of their respective positioni. o Before the
nationalization there was a so-called employees welfare fund, -@-;0.03'9 of each
craftsmen's invoice, and eve:v month the total amcunt was distributed fmom
accorcing to merits and importance. = Until 194C, this meant on an average
200 {lorins a month.

Ycs. I have done translations and typing through nrivate connections. This
was iairly well paid, Since 195L,when I wes working for the Hungarian

State Folks'nscmble, L coulc obtain occasicnally %ux part-time x job as
supermunerary with films. This wes, £m fm of course state emp'i.oyhgment and
very badly paid. However, it was a zreat privilege which I obtained orly
through my empployment with the Folks Enscmble, because thce employees in

the “conomic section were also considered as meavers of the theatre anc only

manber%f the theatre could obtain supermumerarkasy jobs with films.
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For ten hours they paic LO florins, and im for night hours there was 10%
extra. There was also zzwexx$ deductions. When did you do this part-time job?
-uring my vacations or during the night. Despite the fact that it was so
wore fighting
badly paid, people in the office Fikima immmsmRszs: to pet the jobe
L/h/  The professicnals macde ab-ut 3 times as mich as I did. Feople in smaller
jobs than my mine would make about 0¥ gz less.
/A/ 1t was just gbout the same. It really deponded on tle office where you
worked. They were classified from A to N3 within these categories each
Jjob had #;x fixed salary with a veryse suall ranpe for raises.
Ly first job was with an®A®coumpany, my second job wes category Ce
5/a/ Tverywhere tre rcgular working hours were from 8:20 to L1230, th:t is 8
hours. Xgmypdm In summer the hours werc from 8 tc li. There was no lunch
hour in the sense thut we could leave the office building, we had a dining
roon ‘n thep:fice itself and one had to hurry up o eate. The maximum time
to spend on/ixu::s half an hour.
/o/  Six days, tiat is on Saturday only until 2 pem.
/c/  Yes. T worked cvertime and I was paid for ite
Avove overtime
x & emmiocx enckemie wefodcmes, Sdfmen wamdx/c: o1t hours /por weck they
world be @37 icult to pay overtime, they would try to argue that;;a.rk was
not necessary or one shtoulc rave done it?r:ggul. r time ctec. If they
couldn't get out of it, Xkowkimy and tley still didn't want to pay,
then it was allowed tc take oud the hours for which they didn't pay from
tke reg:lar working time.
For the first two hours 25¢ plus, up to four hours, 50¢ plz, from the fifth
hourx 100%:;1“(‘.'»; Suncays, 1007 plus. .fter nationalizaticngthe first four
hours were paid with 257 plus and 50§ from the S5tl. hour on. 100¢ was paid

for nipght hours or on “uncays.



5/a/

from

/e/

/£/
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holidays
The ofiicial fm¥x= werc the following: January 1, April L which was
Russian participation in the
thef liberation day, ilay 1 and 2. For the Ltk of ipril/demonstrations
Certain people
was not oblizatory. /jumpdm viere mmsh mf desi nated for it. Cn the 1st
there was
of lay demonstrations we:re obligatory and tiat is why h_ an extra holl=

daye Turtrcruffwi official holidays were the 20th of August vhich was
King St. Stophen's day Constitution Day,
changed/to Zensdbdinien g&gj the 7tk of November in memory of tie October
Revolution of Russia and the 25th of Tecember. Paid vacations were 12
days after the first two ycars, ¢:nd after cvery two years, one adcitional
daya
This was everywhere the same. ‘'xeuwahives started witi 16 days zumt Xkmx which
was
figwx increased 2 one day for every second year.
They were extremely sevire for lateness anc absenteeism was practically
non-existent. One minute counted for being late, three mintues was enormous.
For one lateness, one was called before the CLicf of Personnel, two latenesses
demoted

meant disecinlinary procedure, one was either ;Q.w or tlere was a

cut

in salaryyor both. Op a thLird oscasion if it happened within a

month, one was fired. There was also thc so-called *spiritual indemnity®

wkic! was a 7ine at eacl occasion 8 florins or more. The rersonnel department

/e/
/v/

the fines were dedusted
kept tghe rocors and/ik mx= dmohmat from the salary.

Yese
For punishment of lateness, see answer to question ,(i‘/ o Lbsenteeism was
practically impossibles To stay at home for sickness was only possible if
the district physician confirmmed ite “or sick lcave over tlree ¥ExR days a
reci eck by the State I'ezlth Insurance Agency was necessary but its permission
was ver; ¢ifficult to km obtain. DBesides we wers not paid when away from

as siciness allowazce
work becausa of sick lcgve; we wer#mid 659 of our salaryfoy the State

Pealtl Insurance Agency (SzTK) After ten years of service, this was
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5/h/ cont.
YINYXEGHX raised to 75%; however, wher this improvement was introduced they didmt

5/i/

/3/

/x/

A/

make it retroaciive. To stay away from work for any other reason than
sie!mess was something nooody dared to risk. Its cunsequence was very
devere disciplinary procedure anc it was sure one vould be fired.

T don't know nuch about it. The general opinion about norm system

was that it was exploitation of the workers and that the workers were
cheating as best they coulde

As far as I can remamber, during the last ten ycars there were three times
changes in the norm system.

The so-called rationalization, for instance, gerging different duties into
one job. I have exnerienced tiis in botl of the jobs I have held.

Not aprlicabla.

6/a/ Not applicable.

/o/ 1t was very crowded. The situation got worsé gradually. In my first job

/c/

/a/

from 1946 to 1549, I had my own office, afterwards I had to share it with

sev ral people. liy second office was also rather erowded, but it was better
kept up in generale
The eouipment was quite good “n ceneral. They were very strict in replacing
new material, one had to return the end of pencil or the electiic bulb thi t
went out before getting a new one. Concitions were the most cifficult in the
years 1949=5C.

in respect

It was very cade I had #am personal experience ot thisfurile I was working

with the building industrial concern. The products of the various workman=—
unusable

ships were pymseswe or neglectful; wincowms end doors wouldn't work,

they would fimmxer ciscover in a ccmpleted building that the plumbing vas not
putimk ine The reas: ns for all t}is were low wages, carekssncss, bad basic

materials, ancé intentional slow down.




6/e/

7/a/

/o/
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T ent by bus. It took me about 20 minutes (resnoncent lived "n one of
the residential sections in the Duca hills) The chauffcurs of the buses
were very decent people, most of t em were former gentlemen drivers;
they were ver: kind to me and would stop before my house when they saw mey
though
aver[there was no regular stop there. Also on my way home they would c¢rop
ne before my house.
There
Tey They were very uixed. #wmg were, however, several people there with
whom we formed a group of close friends. In my first job tiis was a larger
group, in my second job cnly three people.
n my first job, they were rathor young, from 18 to LO, the executives were
olécr, from mid-forties upward. In my seconc job th- mzjority was above 50.
g botr of my jobs the educational level was rather lows four years of Ligh
gcl.ool, comercial high school. Even those who hac hizher education
vould not admit it, it was safer. In my first job abcut LOZ of the employeecs
vere of ooc micdle class background, 60 from lower niddle class downward.
of
In my seconc job zbout 807 were better backgrounc, 20% of lower origine
“veryoody l:bored under very bad economic ¢ ncitions.
The r lationship betueen cuployces depended on their Exxicxexxeiy social
ditical vhether thay
background anc ZEI opinions. “hether working on the same level or faemxis
vere hatred
IxE superiors, the Xxkmimk I the regime united them and they were helping
eact other as they coulde If the superior was a '-f‘nmunlst vho owed bis job
to his political merits, :&g treated people badly and nu rude, regardless
of employment
of party memborslhipe 'Ihe clange and vorsenin; i@ the r-lationshir 1a places of /
started in 1940 wit! thc iat:.onalizat.ion anc there was a slight iiprovement
since the sumie:r of 1956, In my seeond office, my chief,ma= although a
commnist, was pleasant and well intentioned. One can harcly speak of a
there
relationship with subordinctess &Rex¥ were only tuo :r ps, the executives

and the employees. The decisive factor in each relationship was the politit%}'
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7/b/ cont. conviction.
to be

/c/ Yes, with those g§ whom I knew mmxm rclibble, I made very good friendsj
ve :.m'nta:‘-.ned}?friendshir also ouiside the office and visited each others.
I perscnally wes very frank and made no secrct of my opinions.
There were many people who were more diplomatic. Friends were quite
frank to each;t:h.:.commists were always afr:id cf eack other.

/e/ Yes, I developed a certain sense of solidarity towards them
befause I felt that we were thefnost neglected?ggspised group, the
true proletariat of the regime. Professional people and egnincers zm
cnjoyed certain advantages and freedom because the communists needed
them and therefore they had to put up witl them; and the open preference
of the regime went tomamz the artists. Consequently, in both of my
Jobs I had the unpleasant experience of belongin: to the underprivileged;
it was either the engineers or the artists who enjoyed all the privileges
and vere respected.

/£/ Yeso

/e/ ¢ bad hardly any other subject of conversation but politics; and we kept

wiwyg asking eact other skt when all t1is will end.

/n/ Iveryvhere there was a local party orgarization. Their task was to keep
tabs n all the employces including the executives, as to how thespirit of
the pparty was veing observed. They did this checking on people partly
openly, partly seeretly. They werc coming and going in the offices and
watcling people. The party organizatior{wmistcad of a party office and
a rarty secretary. Party seeretaries were selected from among workers
and emrloyees, sent to Party School, where they had to live in wile their
training lasted. Their names were on file in the central ogganization

of the party. They were sent to various mrk\_f?;;ops and offices quite
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thelir i
/v/ cont.indepencently of s qualifications. *hey were so-called” indenendent

4/

/3/

/%/

/n/

/v/

employces" witk no definite duties, so as to be free to do their police
work.

The non=party people were kated, werc badly and often rudely treated,
and party members were constantly intriguing agzinst them. They were

the first to be laid off when tho yearly personncl reduction occurred,
whick was another way of rationa’ ization. In my first office I was
given notice immediately after thre death of my chief who while I was
workiny for him did everything to protect mo. In my second office

I was ccnstantly persecuted, provoked and annoyed in every possible

way .

[ don't know very much about it, but I think it was very bad because

the workers were also fed up with all the lies.

Hos It had no significance whatsoever, it was nothing but a i‘agade,
and in reality it was an organ of the party.

along -

‘Xclusively sm adninistrative lines; otherwise it was serving the party.
"here was an administrative type of change in 1950. I entered the Union,
1 was forecd to enter it in 1947. Up to 1950, there were separate unions
eccordingd to the trades. In 1950 it was centralized, after Russian pattern
énd it was called the National Couneil of Trade Unions (SZOT); within tiis
crganization the different trades had separate depzrtments » but there was
@ uniform menbership booklet and everybody had %o pay the mame membership
fze. As for the membership bookl t, everybocdy had %o exchange the ol#:ne
for the new one and pay 20 florins for ita_

I aa not particularly familisr witpk it. E:hgre Ssupposed to be above

the rarty, and like an independent court wheretc sn employee could gppeal
from a disciplinary measure. There wer . always scme decent people among

- The of the on the

the members obut t e majority were party peoplc. Fomie mmber/was conctamd

ﬂﬁ-—.
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1/v/
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“he members of the Comsittee were elected yearly Ly secret ballot by the
cuployces. ‘. among friends x tried to agree in advance on the names of
the election?
the candidates so as to hive a better chance to 2t thea ine. Did they imterfere witl
lNlot too much, just emough to maintain ti e comuunist majority in the
compo:ition of the committes. In practice, usually ready-made decisions
were handed down. Once in a wiile there were courage us members who
woglc fight against these ready-made cecisions. s a rule there were
very few cases when appeals were made. I myself, for many years, didn't
even know of the existence of sucl mediation comr.ttees. Beside the
local mecita®ion committess, there was also a disirict mediation comnittee,
whereto one could appeal from the decision of the local comaittees.
wut the distriét mediation committee usually had icoztkewm written instructions
before the Committes
frem the locel comnittee to dismiss the appeal. Wiat kind of cases werek brought /
ves
ror instance, fmex x Cisuissal Tom work whichk ¥y considered unjust.
the Disdtrict Medlation Comaittee
Once '‘n a while/#xmg would uphold the appeal, in order to maintgin the
zoo¢ reputation of x the institution.
The workshop triangle vwas the ultimate power, rnaster of political death
and life. Its members were afraid of each other and hated each others
the least afraid of tle throe was the party secretary, he was afraid of

_ the shop triangle
only\the par “ssentially/#xmz dcalth with thc fate of each dwmidwdiul

individualxfmiur xjeskshioridmrxx One of them, moct often the party secretaxry,
weuld call a meeting, they would sit together for lours, discuss everybody,
make notes abcut theme 7"he result w of such discussions would give

the basis for th. yearly lay=-off, eteco.

Yes, but still he kad to show a certain degrce of good intention toward

the regime, otherwise it was impossible,



/a/

/x/
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“here was no such tling. Thoy maintained that v -

was zrainst us,)' There is no ! ird rcad.

Only incompetent people advanced because of their

such people tried to establish politieal conneetic

7/8/ Up to 1SL6, competence was “he criterion of iy -

/%/

( 7/uf

194¢ the situ tion was still tolerable. From th:
1956, that is tle revolution, one could advance o
connections. +uring the first government of Ipre
there vas a certain wsasing :"i the situation, impsc:
persecute so much the non-rarty peopley but acva:

the auestion for them.

Yesy bothe The informers wers secret party membe:

who, but they krew everything about everybmbr,‘ also

Pow did they know about private lives? They woulc
peorlets

official tofdsm apartments,zf ¥ gmepkz. He wo:
te

of tke l'ouse andfthe block superintendent. The

everybody ancd eavesdropping. I have caught my sv

at my doore

did net understand Counc |-

I ez quite musepsdass: what the Torkers gesm:
maﬂhg

behavior was above /gpmeessx vut I was afraid thet

communict tendencies, even though nationz) comnun

endeavour to ostablish a kind of titodsn. I thou

that they did resist 1007 +to the RMussians. FHowev

that the workshop trdansle would retumo. slso, i

that the vorkers couneils would return the factor

7/v/ 1 don'% Xnow,

p. 2

It would not be believed that any body would be 3w ramzkpolitically neutral.

was not with us

rolitical connections;

1Z in order to advance.

rancement. Up till
[ time on until

Ly through political

gy
iry as they did not

nzment was still out of

'y one couldn't know exactly
in their private lives,

send out the "KADER" (= eadrs)
4 talk to the superintendent

= per was watching

srintendent eavesdropping

'E.-.:?;'Janted, Their political
basically they azzzaf have
sticy I think they

1t it was beautiful

'y it could be feared

» would be hard to imagine

=3 to their former ovmers,
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Because I was fired.

Ths only possibility to change positions was dis
jove The circumstances cf the dismissal were ¢
(identity-booklet) « The entrympmda "disnissal
what less bad than the entry "dismissal for disc
If somebody "loft work voluatarily® he cut off |
setting any rosition in his field. Tinally, the
of "resimin~ it the corsent of the anloyerm"”

I scmebody could trove that he ~ould earn more

or h.s acquired some specialization and wanted 1o

unless
“f course, npobody would resign ¥R tley had anott

would officially ask for the perscn to bd rermi’

t} is was very rare. ‘There were very few opering
to have some sort of a job at all, they didn't J
because
vware they bad decome ¥k vore or less familiur 3
knew who is who)wh:i.ch was very iuportant. “her
fipst job ir tre course of ome of the great lay-
rationalization, they werc advertising in the p
ﬂilture, They wer2 tam-ing to make Som: af these

It was very difficult for m2 to find a new job.

background. In one place a chief of persomnel T

a job if I kad been willing to relinquish one s
1 refused. T received adcdresses from friends of
was an opering where they worked. But 4 hacd
them 2s references, becavss it w. uld have been
¢f our rolitical convictions. I almest didn't
had my nails polished; it was only thirough ?h:g

inistry thet they accepted me but I had to sto

P 26

issal from onds previous
ntered in to the red book,
iy the employer™ was sone=
nlinary causes'.

rself thereby from

= was the category

How could this be obiained?

sith his qualifications
work in his field.

v job and a new employer
28 to leave. !t all

4, evcrybody was happy
Lze to cl‘.a:;ed,ﬁgtﬁh.gy“ -
ith the conditions and

1 was gismissed from my
of " waves, one way of

s2rs job opgénings in agrie

look

cpenings fvery attrative.

1 had a bad political
28 willing to offer me
ntht's salary; ol coursey
aine who knew that thebe
be careful not to mention
had for botk of usy in view
2t my second job because I
‘niervention from the

using nail polish. I was
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&/a/ cont. asked sbout my foreigr comnections and I on? v dared to confess
thet T had friends ‘n London. IT_t was too cinpercus to acmit the
United States. I witressed once in our o77ine of rersonnel when
$ouebocy was taking a test for a position, 1{1at a party mcmber
talked do the chief of nersonnel "look out,! : is an intellectual®,
The princinl: was %o keep people vorking acc »ding to their qualifications,
but it was not so in practice. Between 19LC and 1951 it was quite
imnossible to ¢ ange positons. I° was ealle: workers’ EImnigration.
“hite collar workers and intellectuals didn'l consider it worthwhile to chenge
because the concditicns werc morc or less the Same everywhere.

The workers ~ould try with cut little succe :; if a worker left his

- od.
workship, he was put on the want@nz 1list, an’ if he was caught,
. to
ke vies sentfrcformatory work widch meant the ' he had to work for LO=§0

_ regular
per cent of hisf/szlary.

&/v/ I should have liked to open a small shop of 'y own, some fashinn shop,

sporis o knit dresses.

/e/ I feel that I have th: talent for it botl in taste and for the business
part of it. I liks to sewe
is maken,
/da/ tiostly oressing circumstances. The family e onot live on what W oo alat g

Young pacple
woid learn aaythirg that would give th . some qualification® within

the shoriest time so thot they covld go %o work as soon as possibiie
condlderations

Vaterial mem/ ‘erc the most ‘mrortant. J/ls, they abhorred the idea of

any re: onsibility as lonz as they rad to wo © for the regime.

Young mor anc women of the middle class coul: ntt 4 ink of Rmikwxkmg undortaidng

sericus university studies3 one couvlc Say th: t there was a mmcrus clausus

for youns; people with niiddle class or intelle ctual backrrounds *he number

among thex who wvas
of those]e:uld entor the universitjes wame o ite insignificante.
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8/e/  Scc answer to question b.

/£/ Mo

/e/  -hile we were working for the rcgime, success wz: something to be ashamed
of s ~ut I think the youn pecple who came out 7 .w arc full of zmbition
and energys

/h/ ¢ were talking about these things at homee Pecole kept saying: "if only

I could get outes.™ "here would they want to 0? To the g;:.. Host
people wanted to go to the United State:; then

(Venezuela);
‘mericay Caracasf 3 Western Ycrmany has become v:ry ropular, people were

-

-2rland, also 8Bouth

talking of the excellent living standards in Uer iany realized with imerican
caritale
/i/  irst of all, T should like to have a beautiful ome, beautifully furnishedy
many bcoks, uany dresses; and then, I should lik: to travel in 'urope.
To listen to musié¢. I should Rike no:? have to g» to an office, I should
like to be independent, to have ny cwn business ndertaeking.
/i/ Mo.
/Jx/  To.
9 Very cadly and it was becomng always worse. Up ti’l 1948, my income was
Lairly
feramdo good, obut then it became worse. T had to mic: work very hard and it
was hardly enocugh t0 subsist.
/a/ Uy husband3 my nother used to have a flower shop but it was taken awgy in
1549 since that time she didn't worke
fo/ 5 nce 1948, in order to be able o cover my prim:ry needs,I had to work day and
right; it wes cnly thanks to packages received :rom abroad that I was able
to dress somelmat propez:ﬁ.yu
Je/  Txclusivel; foodstuffs.

/d/ See answers to questions L/a=g/ (Responcent's }usband is also being interviewed)
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Reiartweity Relatively little because we have built the anartment.
Omr first apartment was teken away by the stite and we received
some indennity for it which enabled us to cover the expenses

of duildiag

2» exiZe this apartment. The rent we should have paid was credited

to the eipenses we put into the{apartment.

(Continued on next page)
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9/n/

/1/
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] the
Very bad, everything was overcrowded, shuring of ar_-arhnent/ was i rule,

“Bere before tiere lived fifty pcople, now .h:.l;?re vere three hundredd.

As a consequence of SXXFEIWE tie apar‘tment/ t er:‘ ; ; a tremendous hatred
among X¥x® reople. Central leating worked very badly, if the boiler

needed to e fix d, nothing was cone about ity coal deliveries were scarce,

winter was always a dreadful menace. After tlhe heating broke down,

tic water and tie gas woulc freeze; plumvinrg was ropaired relatively

quickly, but zas would be not availuble for weeks. Anyway, the quality

of the gas was terrible. My apartment wes quite beautiful, very elegantly

furnishedo T have inherited my furniture from my rarents.

1007 of my incomes e had s to spend quite some vime Xm standing in line
for food, ﬁsaeciallv for meat or milk, according o what was being exported
from the country. It was my mother wro stood in 7ine for food, because
both my husbend and I were working. It was very useful to keep ur friendly
itionsi ip: vith the Lutcher.

I was able 0 cress exclusively from the packages T received from abroad,
especial)ly rom the United States froa my cousin. If there was sometl'ing
I couldn't use, I could always sell it in the office and among &fricnds.
People were eager to buy anytring that came from sbroad. “verytl.ing was
corsidered sinrly wonderfuJJthat was sent.

Certain items like flour, :n, Sugar, meat could be obtained only in
State fooc sdtxmes storegx/’g::)perishable foodstuffs like egss, cream >
clr:eeae}I usvally went to the market zrﬂ: nXE XeXiTBE peasants sold their produce,
In neneral thers was plenty of foodstuffs, tut it was very exrensive.
Meat and ]:h‘:lrzdwer-e always scarce. Turing the revolution we had to stand
in 1'ne somctimes for eipht hours to pet some foodstuffs, later there was

plerty of everytiing.
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I spent quite a 1lot on ras anc electricity, because I used very
much of it; I used to heat the bat! room with cas. flso both were
rather expensive. I spent about twice as much 2¢ my rent on electricity
and gas bflls. ‘he summcr bills were about 507 cf the winter bills.
uels was very expensive, I had to spend about 3,000 florins a year which

could pay ia
T o ix mams swxixy six montis. It 3s true thet my conditions were ratler
exceptional, my apartment was relativel: large with huge windows etce.
Every year 1 was forced to sell sometlinz in order to be able to cover
tlese expenses.
Getting fuel was very difficult. Gas servicé was rather bad and of
bad quality. ilectricity wazfrer: 200d,
I spent a lot of money on tle dentist. I didn't take advantage of
the State Tental “ervice, because often it was of very roor quality,
alt&:ouE!! t'is did vary.
Through my first job\(build'-.nr concern) my expenses in builéin: my
apartment were consiccrably reduced. Throush my sceond job I could
receive free theatre and concert tickets, and I wzs able to ret the supcr—
aumerary pert time jobs with films. Inmy first job again, up till 19L8
we received svery year ten q of wood; alsc flour and meat at producer's
cost, and the price thereof was withheld from our salary in small
instaliments so it was hardl: noticeable. In my sescond office imncdiately
after the revolution when nothing was available vet, we had received on
%o occasiohs rather considerable = foocstuffg surply. Vacationing
was only possible on the mxim basis «f the State Vacationing Plang
people were 3ent to verious resort places, mainkytained vy the Statebfor
o vtiecks and there was a very smal#daily peyment to be made, %k ¢ florirs.
The travelline exnenses we paicd ourselves, and then we would spend av:cut

300 florins for recrcation, for instance, beach tickets,a cup of coffee,

ete. Dn reerention T enent 5n o vear ahond AN 21 Avwlme P ol e R
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9/m/ cont. was included in t is sum. I'ven this I could only afford
if T Xkmu sold somet irve ie didn't subseribe to any newspaperms.
lly cousin usually sent me the Vogue and the New " orker and 1 received
fron London the Periodical “oman. I was able to sell the issues of
the Vorue to seamstresses for about )0=60 florinss but if there were
evening dresses in the Vogue, I coulcn't sell the issue because nobody
Lad cvering cresses made in Hungary. The issues of the wwoman I could
sel! to the beauty siops for about 3 florins. I used to keep the New
Yorkers ::dlend them to my friends.

9/o/ In accition I spent money on the rairdressers, on communic:tion wt ich

vas ver: expensive, on cleaner, launcry cost me every six weeks 180

florins.
10 Noy, I ccnsidered it very bade
/a/ As long as the vuilding cencern had romained in private kancs, I made

fairly rooc¢ money; from 1948 on 7 Fad less salaxy and I had more cuties
piled up upon mec. In 1954 therc was a general salary reduction.
/o/ yes

their W
/c/ "ardy by the iussians, partly by ks subservient tool-ghe Muncarian

Coamunist party.

/d/ Cfficially they tried to convirce the puvlic opinion that the situation
of the workers had “‘mproved. 'ut it was ¢i’ficult for me t believe that
the workers had better livin: ccnditions because the feeling of lostility

outstanding

toward the party was very strong. Only the :zo=called awkIMETISMTE wers
workeps or cnthusiastic perty members liked + o party. Chiefs of personncl
in the offices were usuzlly vorkers anc they were mean with the white
collar eaployces.

/e/ It was one of the 108t outragefous &kmyx t incs trey had domee Tor

practical purroses it meant that we had only 11 uonths of salary instead

i W N TR | & B
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on record with the full nzme of thc owners so that they could choose the
winning numbers. (Also see answer to Question W 4/e/ ).
Peparation nayments to Yugoslavia were quite consicerable; the payments
were stopped after the break with Tito. The reparation payments had
t! eir importance on the economic life, the resime was usinc them
as an exéuse for the lack cf meny things. The prublie just took note

Tive
of them along witl the other evils, they didn’tjmuch tiought to theme

/e/ Yes.Tke so=czlled "free party duy". They were political lectures for non=

rarty people. They were oblisatory, reld aftcr working hours and lasting
ior abbut. three hours. The chief of personnel was standing by the cntrance

coor an. clecked peoplc who were leaving. *e were trying to %ﬁ out of
plausible an appointment with

it and trying to find pexxxibdx excuses like/dentist, or something similar.
Did many people manage to leave?
[ “uite a few. Dut Lrere were occasicns when it would have been too risky

from

not %0 20, we knew it more or less xRExm the subjcet of the lectures
How eften were such lectures givem? workshop
J ‘oout every tenth day;or there was somcthing clse, for instance, wmmkdmy

trade
comaitiee meceting, or/union meceting,ete. Tor cvery week there was some=-

thing and somctimes cven twice. 7 tried not t0 go but it wes advisable
to go at least at overy third or fourt:: occasion. After the lecture
they would expect questiors or commentaries but there was none on a
These people
Poluntary basis; then they had "built in" commentators. Xmmg received
before g‘ lecture siips of papers with the questions or commentariese
Tke slirzs were numbered so as to prepare a full scale ¢iscussione
Turing the lectures the non-party people behaved rather disrespectfully,
the party members listened in frozen attention.
The comaunists have driven the country into & fomal bankruptci. Hot
only in the field of food supplies, but for instance in the comstruction
industry, raw materials were simply not availbble, wood cement, iron,

etc. /% the imgim building concern where I worked gipantic plans were
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not be carried out.
drawn up tut they couldmik mxxggxibreawxmwk, The tecinical stafs kumk held

meeting after meeting, their personal security and freedom was dependent
coxpleting
on the mxEmutimx of the plans. There were certain plans wkich had to be
s
called off, construction/wrich had to be abandoned, others left half

finished.

Hot applicdlbe.

don't know of Taat

I personally kawym wmwh sxpmrismess any or measures of which I eould

approves I have to adnit that I could not remain objective toward the

regime. Tae only way to benefit from any advantage was through political
merits. I consider that the vacation plans wers sufficiently paid by us
through the;xu:id:n membership fees, the peace loans, the bad salaries, so
that T could not consider it as a favour; and yet, we were happy to have
them.

Not applicable.

I was a child before the war, I only remember that we had everything, that
every year we spent three weeks abroad in Austria, Italy, in every respect
we were very well off.

Imnediately after the war in 1945, 1946 there was a tend-ncy of improvement,
it looked as if we would soon reach again the stanfards of 1939,

But thern the communists came and they spoilt everytl ing., Since they took
over,everyt! ing went only downward.

I didn't think much of it. People were convinced that the plan

could neot be f.ulﬁnod)
\) and in fact it was not.

It was exaggerated}. It was no success at all,

His aprieultural and peasant policy could have been significant; but there

was no§ time,given to put it in practice.

/i/

Tithin the partyv there mBE contimonus dieenaaiong ondne Ame Ane Cweadd e
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was for heavy industry, another one for more ¢ nsumer's goods .

It was obvious that the latter was not too successful in putting

through ﬂ:;; ideasa.

It was better; more ccnsumer's goods were eppearing on the market,
though the prices were very high. For instance, one meter of good
wooler material was LOO florins.

In my cpinion the material conditions were only second in importance

ir the general dissatisfaction. The main reason was :hat people

felt insulted in their patriotic and national feeliné the absence

of free press; and the state of permanent terror in which they had

to live. Material conditions were second in place but they were quite
therefore

intolerable and}very important . kincwenxx T .Tilember quite well that I

have bzer walking arcund in shoes with a hole in them, cte.

I consider material conditions very important.

See ansuer to question 12.

I think the reasons which I mentioned in the first place were importert

to the intellectuals. For the workers material concitions were the mest

important; I think that they were less ;‘fect-ed by the first group of

arievances I just mentioned, because they had less reason to be

afraid and in addition there were others who were afraid of thems
I don't think they were very muct. interested 'n the prcsse However,
all tiis is only my subjective opinton, tlese rroblems are rather far
from 1y imaediate interests.

No.

The dissatisfaction of the workers manifested itself for instance in

the form of the so=called m migration. They were trying to change
their jobs but with ver;- little suecess. T had opportunity to exper-

icnce myself the expression of theirfissatisfaction during my job with
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12/e/ cont. the building industry concern. Tvery pay dav degenerated into

a scandal; the workers were loudly cursﬁng, threatening and oecasionally
there was ever violence, they viould,for instance, topple the chair or
tke table . f the pay roll clerk. %o it often happened that ‘th& pay roil
clork was afraid to 40 out Ly himself tu the workshops and askfthe
manager or the party secretary to go ahead:}gn?:.old a speech to the
worksrs which usually sm3i®m cooled them of” a little bit. Vages werc
raid fwice a month; ar:und the 10th of the month there was an advance
peyment, it was not a fixed day because it had to fall on a Saturday.
The workers rcceived from about L0 to 60% of their salary, they never
knew how much they would et because it was peid on their previous month's
ske achievements Their wages were calculuted on the basis of what

they fulfilled of the norm multiplied by the number of working hours.
The ‘.;.-rkers considered their wage s always too low and that was the rcason
thaet rave rise to the expression of the disssatisfaction. The renaining
vart of their wages was paid oui-, toward the end of the monthe.

political

The nmenapgement would occasionally, for XmXiFftu¥& reasons push ahead or
backwerd the day of pay; they always arranged it so that they wouldn't
pay before vhristmas; before communist holidays, on the other hand ,

the pay cay was pushed ahead if necessary.

12/¢/ Cf what I heard, they participated actively in the revolution.
I also keard that the workers of Csepel joined the revolution witt

truck loads of arms.
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From 1931 to 1943, four years of elementary sciool, 8 ycars of

gymnasiumy in the sumer of 1943 I passed ny baccalaurcase.

I s ottended beth elementary sel'0ol and gynnasium at the Angolkisasszonyok
(famous nu.r&é‘ Sckool for =irls), seginning witl- the ”fgzanih senester of 1943
until the end of 194y, was attending courses at the Iniversity of Political
“eonony for three semesters. lMyistudies were interruptzd by the war, and in
1945 the University of Political “conomy was te first to slow streng larxist
tendencies. Then I looked through the announcement T didn't wish to continue
my studies there. I then tool J;nursa in typ'ng and sl ortiand.

not applicable.

no.

I should rave liked to finish my studies at the Yniversity.

First, because of tlc intervention -f the war, and affervard because of the
political ceonditione.

fee answers above,

From mediocre to pocd.

Because my mothe: kept reaindiny me that T am nct only learning to fomm my

or being

intelligence but I also have to thinl thet. I am preparing jmcimx able to make
a living,

Yes,

Because I lived uncer favourable conditicnsy tie financial ccncitions of my
fam'ly were very -ood, and w were no restrictions 3 t. what anc where I wanted
to lecern,

Jayve those who ver:z financial’ Yy even vetier oif.

Yes.

Ruseian; on every faculty of the Universities; even at the conservatory,
larxism={eninisr; I knev from my friend tiat t!is was & course of more
roints then any othar of the specializedgcourses. If I :meme remembor
correctly i was a course of 6 roints. liy friends werc zxsmmt proud if they

had gocc marks in tic specialized courses and if they could boast of a C

T—
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in larxism=Leninism. inally there was a course in National

Tefense; this was a practical course whick was made to appear

wore or less as sports. They had for instance target practice. |
It was quite absurd; everybody hated it. It was toreplace the teach-

ing of German.

It was a complete failure.

The influence of the lhome was much more powerfulj children were of'ten

more reactionary than grown-ups. The term "reactionary™ has a

special meaning in Hungary; everybody who was not a communist was

called reactionary. And so we just call ourselves, quite proudly, |
by thc name thke communists gave us. For instance, they wouldn't i
takk at scl.ool to a child wiose parents were communistsj such d |
was an outcast. lhey refused to join the U}ﬁbrﬁ Mozgalom (communist

teenape organization). The consequence was that they wouldmeceive

worse motes. All I have said is ::11:;:& for a very young age. University
students becane easily communistj; w were many conflicts between

parents and children or, better said,youth in this age group. In 198
=19 they had still believed in the communist lies, the more they saw and

often orperienccdi’n their immediate surrouncdings, the consequences of

the persazcutions of the communigs, especially the intermmentsin 1951, their

gyes werz opened.

$/b/ 1In no way.

/e/
/a/
/e/

Same reply.
See znswor to question /a/e
This veries with the individual. There max are those who are impressiocnable
at the age of 18 or 19. The result doesn't really depend on the age.
“hen people arc first confronted with thes theory and its promises of salvation
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and are unzble to see them for wlat they are worth, they can be
impressioned. But whern they arc confronted with the facts and often
experkence at their owr cxpenses the true n:zture of communism,a
comrlete disillusionment sets in. Those who had different experiences,
even if they were children, will never accep! comnunism. 7lose who
had known what it was likey what the communists called the "odious

llorthy regimegd" , could not be iipressed.

Not arpliceble,

Tell-off middle=classe.

the saue.

the same.

ly father cied when I was a small child.

Better than the average.

Cur conditions had changed f£ar the worst.

My mother, my husvend. 1 was married in 19L9.
Not applicable.

Yes.
Because of financial reasons. iy mother had novhere else to live and she
had no income; on the other hand, ve needed lrer because she kept*?:uaeholc‘:
while we botlh were working.
My husbarde.
It was to my preatest disadvartare.

“he main communist slocan was the intensification of class struggle.
Anybody who was not a worker or a peasant was considered as an enemy
and their lives were made inpossible.
Yes.

0{fice workerge.
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17/0/ ‘%==x 1949
/e/ T have no chilcren.
18 Notapplicable.
19,a., Yes very much, witt my husband, it herrp-hucbar .

/o/  There was mutual understanding and agreement between us. ‘e exchanged our
experiences and infomationj everyday sometling kappened to each of us,
mostly smaimts insults and offenses and we would tell about them to each
others I was .ost of the time very upset and I cried a lote Good news
m when we heard something about some communist set=backs
e would withdraw to the farthest corner of the room because we knew that
the surerintendent was eavesdropping whenever he sould. A1So we were sitting
{; from ths telephone ybecause it was our common belief that yin one way or
enother )it mas possikle to comnecct centrally the telephone even if the
receiver was in place and they could listen to what was said in the nfieph=

oorhood of the telephone. <o if there werc guestc and the conversation

was loud,we alw ys pulled out the telehgmmphone.

22 Good relationship (my father died when I was 3 years old and T was an only
Child) °
23 Tes, a lot. ‘henever my mother was not busy elscwhere she participated in

our conversations. Tespite her old age,she was very intelligent and very
much interested in everything. She was passionately against the regime and

she listened often to foreign radio broadeasts. She would tell us about
the news she heard wken she went shopping or g=imez to the market, or;:'tandin,r;
in li:e.

26/a/ My parriage has been an exceptionally good one ,8rd I am very fond of my
motherj 2lso my husband liked hcr very muche

/o/ ‘Ldon't think it was very typical. Therc were mzny bad marriages,

& preut liberties were taken on boti sides, in eeneral one ecan sav that
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fanily life has disintegrated and deteriorated to a freat extent.

I was reading, went to concerts, movies, n:t too often, and we would
visit with our friends.

Sece unswer to question /c/3 I went everywhere with my husoand.

Very little, because every body came home lats, everybody was always
ver: busy. Te could spend most of tre time togetler during the week
end or when we went on wacation,

Travellings catching up witl therecent works in Western literature;

to see Unglish and American films and,in gemeral,to get acquainted

with the new products of Western culture.

It tas loosened.

Husband and wife were often separated geographically through their jobs;
then they wouid have affairs. Another reason was the grave financial
concitions in whicl they lived, they resulted in disputes and quarrels.

Often women,to obtain what they were longing for in entertaimment or

luwxury,would be willing to get it as they could; sometimes a woman woulc

sizul tansously

have more than one affair/for such reasons. Children were day in day out

in state nurseries, sometimes throughout the week. There was a joke
oelderly man
circulating on the situation, "who is that strange fh#%® who spanks me
once a week?" Due to econcitions of life, children were estranged from their
parents-=that was the intention of the regime.
In reneral, yes. IHowever, I heard such cases that a ehild would denounce
[ ™

his parents, ozxwife would have her husband arrested out of revenge but all

tiis harpened vepy seldom.

Yes, very much so.

See answer to question /a/.
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27/e/ 1 know only about the city life. #s much as I could form an opinion,
T think the ol {ldren-parents relationship vas better in tho country,
but wife-husband relationship was worse. One reason for my obelief was
that the state nursery system was not so widespread and developed in the
country. Of course, I am only spealing of small towns and rural districts,
befause industridl centers in the country were very si.ilar to city life.
28 Yes, definitely. ‘here were various factors which would facilitate this.
For instance, camps where boys and girls from the age of 15 and upward
were mixed colleges:: the boys and girls eccup!
would be %ogether; there/mzs smbmiimitmny the fact that/ wet |
separate parts of the building, didn‘t matter very mmuk much. The parents’
supervise
opportunity to msmwkwed their children has been reduced to nl. They were
hardly at home, they would return tired, it hes become very rare that they
could s;:ix:ca ;’ﬁm their clildren, the children would grow up in the
streets. ‘hey had shocking moral concepts. lor instance, it would be
tlhought natural that a young girl of about 17 would have affij'r%iﬂa five
or six ooys at the same time; it was not unusual that girls /ag the age of
15 would te taken to maternity wards. Ilorals have become more lax also
in the ikidle class. To put it in a rather sharp way, one coulc¢ say that
ikxx the notion of the virgin bride has been abolished.
-28/b/ At {ve:y young age, between 17 and 18 on, usuzlly of similar age;
in my opinion all this i® very bad.

/e/  Courtshipf has, so to speak, ceased to exist. I have heard of a case When
a young girl of a very good fauily went to a five o'clock dance. «n engineer
vas Xmkripued irtroduced to her, who after the first few steps of their first
darce asked her pointblank whebher she would ve willing to have an affair

with hin. "This smt¥m situation was a ¢ nsequensce of tke over-all conditions
prevailing in Hungary. Man had neither time nor money to follow up at the
same time tvo different lines; in other vords, an affair and separately a
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28/c/ cont. platoric rel.:ftionsi‘ip. There were consideradly more women than
X men 3 women were happy if tley had somebody to po out with.
80 they didn't have much choice, because if they would say no,
they could
men wo-ld leave t:em and look furt epr w! ere km munia® hope for more
Successe “owever, many aﬁck felationships ended up with marriage
> and in fact,every m was secretly hoping for a decent married life.

/a/ The changes rad been very grest and I could hardly approve of them,

Le/ No, it was officially abolished and that was wainly the reason
of the above changes. But prostitufion went on secretly and there
were certain cafés and so called people's buffets where men could
contact women. '

that's what in the situation,

/t/ Very muck so, [idk was cquricher ridiculousf For instance, if trey would }
know of a party member wro led a bad family life yhe i‘-‘oul%e excludmgrtm "
orderec to put im an end to lis affair. If a woman became pregnant,
tey forced the man to marry her. They werc talking in my ofiice of
a case vhere a couple was found in flagrante. To a certain extent,woren
were taking advantape of ttre situation, they would put in fommal complaints,
the Party would sumcn the man whon they designated and order the man %o
marry her. Such orders were usually followed. On the w ole, all this
didn't happen too often.

/g/ I personally fully approve of it. The regize was vehemently opposed to
it; the sale of contraceptives was prolhilbited. On the maxix maternity
wards there were posters with the following slosan, "To bear chilcren
is & vwonman's duty, and a 2irl's zlory*, Gynscologists had to surrender
their equipment for performing abortions. Iatectives were placed vefore
ti @ houses w ere T¥EE gynecolorists kept their offices, and vomen lecaving
the building, wxs were stopped and annoyed with questions. If a doctor

was caughtyhe could be sentenced to 8 to 10 Jyears of prison. Tomen

leaving the doctor's office wouldn't dare to order a tawd hafrme $t .
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building,because then they were sure to cz:ll the attention of tire
detectivcs to themselves. These mcasures and their enforcement
culninated in the years 1951-2. Trom 1955,the situation was eased to

a great extent; abortions were performed of icially and free of charge
afte incication by doctorss but very often these indications were based on
false and irwqbt,ed illnesscss also family conditions were considered
as accept.able,for instance if a family hacd already two children.

The reeson for the clange in the regime's attitude was that the
econoudc conditions of the families didn't permit ruising children
anc,cue to previous policy and the jrevailing moral conditions, there
were already far too many chilcrem. On the other Fand, women were given
inr ortant maternity srants, baby trousseaus. The regime tried to cover
these expenses through the so-called childlessness tax,and pensions
wkicl they lad taken away.

Yes; this social concept has been, so to speak, abolished. <his can
only be approved of. In the first place they foreed the father of the
ckild to marry the mother if this was possible. Under all circumstances;
she was ovliged to pay for the maintenance of the chlld. Thomever the
women designated as the fatier of her child s was accepted as such and
the ehil?d coul%ear automatically his name. There are quite a few
illegitimate e! ildren in every class of society; since 195, urnmber
has desreased.

I would think of a couplej the husband was an old=-time friend of my
husband an¢ it turn%dout that in 1950 we became neighuors by chance.
I'rom that time on there was a very close friendship between the four of
us. The man was an employee in the offices of the TBY in ..udapest. llis

wife worked in the offices of a leather confcection Lxmmiyx factory.
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29/v/ The man was am forty-three years old and his wife about 39,

They both came from gooc middle class families, ¥m

/e/ e talked mostly rolitics.

/<c/ Almost exclusively;

/e/ Our friencship has only grown witl. tie,

/t/ Very much so. FHowever, we can only correspond now, the man is working

vith sivoe
3m the T adfdmasrat Stuttgarty, addsm they ed loft Hunsary, sometime

Lefore us. Ue matm_&enna. e could always count on each other and
they vere very helpful to us when Wwe arrived in Vienna,

/e/ Reliability, readiness to !clp n need, a comaon platform in ideas and
interests and taste.

/x/ It would rave excluced all possibility of a friencs;ip.
30 Roman Cat}olies.
/ﬁ/ Yes,

/o/ + ve'ieve in vod and h'r;rovidence. Indeed, what happened to me, especially

in rece: t times, seemed to me almost as uiracles.
31 Yes, to a sreat extent.

/a/  In certain respects, qucer as it may sound, its influence was to the good,
many of' those who ¢idn't go to church defore, would attend services regularly,
if for no other reason than to dexonstrate Lis politieal feelings; huge
crowds attended resurrection processions at iaster, and not only old people

vut yourng men and wamen wo.ld march in th§ ranks. On the other hand,
communists were tryine to make religicn seem ridiculous 3 of course, reghlion
was rot compatible with thejr materialism. The criterion of a good communist
was to be an atheist.

/-/ Catlolics were aost severely hit; Protestants an¢ Lutherans less—~this is my
Su.jective opinion, Lecause I trink that the two latter are manifested to a
lesscr cegree in outer acts and ceremonies.

/c/  There are rc other denominatiors to speak ¢ f in Mungary; Jewish relizious

practice 1ammmmmﬂm
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31/a/ The materialisitc ideology of th: communiste Is incompatille
with religion; they proclaim comrinism to be the only relivion leading
to harpiness,
/e/ Jotl, that is, if they coulcn’s stamp it out, at least they tried to
use it for tieir own ends. fich an attemrt was made for :nstance
thyougl the so-gXcalleli peacs priestsj while 4oy were trying to stop
reyiie rcligious practice i: the working class:s, they had to admit to
thenselveszx that in ceriin age grovps and wit! in gertain sicial classes

it
jet was impossitle for tl:: to stamp out the r:ligious feelingt. ixs I ths

peace rriests were talkip as they wanted then t?? ;tgm’:;u&?;g:%
whe Feard the praises g #¢ °f the regime fion 1 eir priests, woul' think
less badly of it after -1lo ™ey concentrat:d tieir anti-religious
eforts on the vouth: their most el’sciive me..s was to make ridiculiys
tl ose of whom they mew were practicin. peligion, “verybod: vas obse:;'v.-c]
for crurch goj=. hroits and if 80:eb0dy W? lmoin to © to church,
this wae «oted azainst him in his rersoral To 4.3 (kader).
/) T cue first place, against the leaders :nd piies . ub ‘of e ‘whole,
spninst all Lelievers . (see also amme answoy to ou st
wor instance, if a party member wolld have iif ckild baptized, P
ooacidered very bad of lim. They began to excrt pressure on him ala
sefore the child was born by such statcments "I hope jyou are rot goinzy 0
have your ¢ ild baptized", and if thre rerty mesber still wanted to co it,
e world try to keep the cerenony a secret. |- Le was very much afraid
£51 one reason or another, or was afraid to lose his job, he would abids oy
t) o semi=official order. On the otler land, there were others who
brasted about not havingngeir chiléren baptized. On the wirole, Whemx people
z:re trying to circumvent the varty directions, and in order to save their
good standing with the party, they would pretend and blame the *gtupiciiy”
of 1 eir wifes who insisted on going throuch the ceremonye

/g/ To, bubt I ¢id. This was one of irose small. trhincs which didn't have
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31/g/ cont. :mmediate consecuences. They piled up in on€s personal file
until,at a giver monment,they would serve as a Lasis dsefor dis-
missal from work, or other disadvantages.

/b/ “very Sunday if circumstances would permit, ard also sometimes curing
tle week if I passed by a church and kad time %o po in for a few momentsi.
/i/ As 1 said vefore, people of all ages and walls of life intensiwmmfied

tleir religious practices; they felt a sinccrc need for i is and,at the

same pime,it was a means of deuonstration of ~oliical feelings towards

the reginme.
13/ Sce answer to question fe/f
/x/ Yes, the Catrolic Ghurch showed the strongest resistance. Protestants

and Lutherans .ere more ready to cooperate, t ©y didn't feel themselves

as muct. offended. Trom the roint of view of roligious practice,

the Jowis! melipion canrot be counted as such 'n ljungaryy consequently

they vere not exposed to persecution on that bosis. As far as I knowythe

majority in the leading positions,zlso party ]caders,were Jews; many

entered the party without conviction and opporiunism was m orly motivs,
/1/ Yes and no. To those who were impressed by, ar yielded to, communisi

influence,religion has become less important; on the other hand,many

people have become more religious as a reacticn to communisme

32 The Jews heve been in a rather specifl position. They saw in the Russians

t eir true liberators from the Germans and lNevis. From their point of

view,thare is some truth inf& and it is qu.te understandable. Those

Jeus who were victimized by the NWazis and in nose families tragedies have
occurred, and even othors,more fortunate,ou’ of feeling of solidarity,

mere led to a great extent by a thirst of rev:inge; therefore,immediately

afier the war,f@ were naturelly attracted by the most extrmme leftistsPavhy
anc later,when they saw that this is the only way to success, .they were

also leé by opportunism. They could eertainly see that the communists
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32 cont, did not make any difference among the various roligions and they hit mm equally
Christisns an¢. Jews, when it came to nationalisation or taking away of properiy.

Due to the b-fmor of the Jews in the party and in the AVO, a certain anti-Semitie
fesling can be observed today in Hungary. I personally do not like to make such
distinctions, but unfortunately it can be justified to s ecertain exteas.

/a/ Partly they assimilated, partly they were against the regime. Among the Jews one ca:
£ind the samo political division for and against the regime, as 1% is the ease
among the Christianse. However, it remains a fact ihat,considering their ratic, thers
are more Jews who are serving the regime.

/3] Those Jews who were perty functiomaries were afrali of the revelution and welcomed
the Russien intervention. Otherwise, they felt exsctly the same way as anybedy else.

/e/ 1If the Communist regime could have been abolished in Hungary, I have the feeling
that there would have been an anti-Semitic wave in Hungary, which I personally
cannot appreve of. Of course, it is out of the question that events similar %o
those which heppened im 1944, would heve been repected, but it is more than probable
that the Jews would mot have beea placed ia leading positions. On the whole, thay
would have been treated as anyone else: those who were committed to the communist
regime and held high positions, would be excluded from leading positions; the rost
would be left in peace. The aggravating circumstarce in Judging them as a group,
is the fact that the party members were in greater anumber Jews thad Christisns.

33 1.) Aristocracy and former ownera of landed estatez; 2.) Catholic clergy; 3.)former
cwners of factories; 4.) bank directors and upper middle class; 5.) intellectuals,
¢nd white collar workers; 6.) workers snd peasants. I have begun my list with the
wvorst-off group.

/a/ Intellectuals



120

m"pn  PRITRAT STCTINN S MR Pe 49

K
33 /v/ mone. That is, T wanted to remain what I was.
311 Tngineers
living
/a/ This is the oply profession in which one could m:uke a fairly pooc Xiorkeg
vithout betrayal{ of one's political convictions and mxm the complete sub-
ordimtior of his rerson to the system; in other words, they enjoy a certain
independence because they are needed.
/o/ He shoul¢ read foreign technical reviews. !any innovations were" discovered”
" soientifie
like tiise They were clirped from Amcrican and Imglis! [revi'mls and were su.=
mitted to a special com:ittee for acceptance; if a suggestion was accepted,
]
the innovator'received a premium, somctimes quite considerable sum of money.
/e/ Tloseof worker or peasant origin, contradictory as this may sounde
is I have mentioned vefore,there was mumerus clausus at the Universities
against students of miccle class orivin. ‘ile purnose of the regime was to

replace these by students of worker or peasant origin and thereby make itself

inderendent of specialists who had a micdle class background .
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1/a/ Only from a perscral noint of vicw,insofar as it irterferedfanc has an
J P ! )

influence on my ovn life.

/b/ 1 am an cnlooker.

/e/ It was very imrortantjbecause everyt! iny was cormnected witk politics,

every otler interest was nceessarily under the influence of politics.

/d/ NWo. T ¢idn't think of votinz when I leard the question. 0Of oourse,

/e/

/a/

/o/
/e/
/a/

/e

T voted. I Fad to vote, it was obliratory. They went after people even

if they were sick.

Compared to my tusvand I was lzss interasted. I.-I)Ihusband was interested in
polities not only from the point of view of Lis own life,l e butl

out of hirher and more ~eneral considerations.

Insofar as I am concerned, if I am otberwise satisfied, T cm not particularly
interested in politics. lowever, I could not aiforc to de uninterested in
politics, it was interfering too muc': with our livesysince the war. 1 am

of ti e or.nion that before the war,people in general were less interested

in politicse.

My ma’'n compleint was that the rutklessncss of communism and terror have
invaded every &spsct of our céz.ily life.

lesponcent's first comment isf .tse points are tal'en verywello

1 would estalbist the following orde of imrortance; begining with the
greatest grievance: 6,1:,9,7?.0,1_'.‘2,8,5., L35 to items I and 3,1 personally was not
concerned, because I happened to lave both a very gocd marriage and a very nice
apartment. is tc item 5,1 would say that it was no% so much fmx the lack of
food = as the lack ¢f money.

I would establisl tke following order in imyortance:6 9 7 10 2 L 3.

T woulcdn't know ebout thate

537 . s toiten b1 don't know very well to kmk what extent tiere was

& conflict betwecn ile workers and U iegime on pol.itical ideas;

I persorally toink that if t}:e:rf}‘nlamati: %nougl‘n money, they woulc have apreed.
L6780
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because of tie continuous violution of national
' cignity; it was :1so equally important that they became aware of the fact
that what haet harrened in I'ungary was in direct contradiction with the
comnunist slopgens.
/8/ 1 could say that frou morning until night I was *hinking of these grievances
in the first place from a personal point of view.
T used to live 'n a tensior witlout relief. I felt that my 1ife had no
urposeey I was full of bitterness. To work so mucl merely to subsist made me
o'ten want %o put an end to it all; only I didn't have the courage.
/t/  In the first place with my husband, but also with my rood friends:everybody
was laboring under the same diff’culties and we vere talking about them
with each other. It was just ab ut the same t roughou$ these years.
/i/  Unfortunately, there was not much that could be done about it; all we could
do was a maximum of passive resistance. The only way to help the situation
would have been the elimination of the regime. Individually one co.1ld have
helped through opportunism,but this was against my principles.
3 At the very beginning of 1945, when the Russians entered llungary, whatever
illusicns people may have had about them were disyersed after they have exper-
ienced the Russians' behavior from the very first moment.
‘uring the first few months, tu{fact thct there wac after all a four-power
occupation in H nga Vygave a slight hope %o reople. The 1946 elections,out of
whicl the communists cam%.lt. wi‘t.!/z:!:-at'tering minority, gave further justifieation
to hopes for a better future. Commerce and incustry anc¢ life in general '

dity L ghowed
startec¢ apain wit?guji'r-x}giﬁaand 5i7ns  of rrosperity. 'ith the intro-

e Pe foring, . : ._
cuction of 4 wich put an end to the inilation, the opportunities for making

money were not bad at all. Dut all thigwaes only until the comnunists took overs
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3 conte.

This occurred in 1947, when the comaunists,through a second election
and by apply'n:; varioughethods of cheatinc, clanged tlie end results
thereof and seized power. From this time on,life has become xmiim
rapidly worse botl in tke spiritual and in thc physical domain.
i short relief was broucht to the bittermess and despair whic! piled
up through the years,in the form of the shrort-lived govermment cf
Imr'?a Hagy in the sumier of 1953. DBut his government didn't last long
and one could say that after his dropping out of the picture,
atrongar.

the communist regime has become only{mess—strsr~. During the years of
1955 and 1556, one can say that there wangotiheable and¢ over-all lessen-
ing in the terror. It bepan to a rear th:t a certa’n consolidation was
undei?ay but,sur-rising as it may scund, the middle class porulation,or
at least tlose w! 0 could see and think furtherywas not pleased with it at
all, because they wer: afraic that if the situation would show signs of
consolidation, the West would résign itself to thc prezent state-structurs
of IMungary and would not realize that dreadful strugglin: which was still
goi. g on m the surface cf apparent calm.
Op the other hand,as it turned out to be the case later, the period of
relief was very well used by thc population, they were gathering courage,
rapaxiring: preparing uncohsciously for the rcvolutione The @sing of the
c'nditions :ﬁ:i manifested in a relatively greater mfreedom cf press,

of opinions
and in the fkxmex free cxpressiondby the writers; cases of arrest were
c‘ecreasing, there seemed to be the beginning of a possibility to thirk
of travelling ahroad. The best proof of the casing of tke terror is the
fact that the Folish sympathy-cemonstrat on was possible, that reople

dared to organize a demonstrzation on their own,without the fear of veing

rundshed for it.
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3/a/ At the time of tle first elections i voted for the gmallholéers party
cespite the fact that the litizens (bourpeois) Bemocratic party
was ncarer to my way of tlirking and my social background. However, I
didn't vote for the latter along with many other people who felt the same
way as 1 did, in order to avoid the céispersing of the votes and thereby
lessening the strenzth of tI ciddle class grourSe 8§ %natter of fact,
later on tke “mallholders larty recognized the contribution of the .iddle
class and changed its mame in order to include the term micdle elass in
its name. All T did was to vote, I never particinated in any party movement.

/o/  He didn't belong to any rartys as a matter of fact he died in 1928.

/c/ 35 trat is always ugainst the regime,because the oscowite &endencies were
already indicated by the return of Rakosi.

/d/ No

/e/ Yes. Thc%iddle class anc the intellectuals, but on the viole, the majority
of tle people. Those who didn't feel the sane way were,in the first place N
the opportunists; also the working class,at least,at the beginning; as far as
the uentality of the peasants sf is céncerned, I an not familiar with it at all.
e would find in tiis group also the gews of middle class msbackground )
who had tgbu fer fron the lazis, and entered the Gommmist rerty led by tha
thirst of revenge. 4nc also yto & certain extent, by a sense of grat.itude,
because the Russians liberated thcm.
The fact that they we:e to ve bitterly disappointed later, is another matter;

the baseness c

they we:e to o.xperiencelof the regime just as much as the ,éhri:;tiana.

/£/ QII;B is a ¢ mplete error and an unfair aprraisal of the situation, 3If anybody
tkou-ht that tl.%:omlation vas loyal to il:lbe {;gime. lhe great majority of
the population has never ceased to o;rpose[passsive rosistance, and also the
Jails were nct filled up with peorle loyal to the regimes ‘he reason for the

"Tving out of the revolnt

0 .
\’aft.er only ?2 years anc not before, can ve found maybe
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3/f/ conte %tﬁgg p%ao?ﬂ?e vere waiting for aneasing of the

political mood in the Kremlin so as not to start a revolution without ..

.}glg sliphtest hope. TFverybody knew that the revolution will ask for
a trodendbasIn 1 e, but they didn't vant %o start with the certain
knovledge that whoever wouldn't die in the fighting, would end up in
prisons grst or wbuld be executed by the%bmnm:nista. A1l these years
cverybody cverywhere was talking about }ow ?fosn:nunism co:ld be over—
thrown an: always the conclusion was tlat it coulgrl;te done'w{ghloét
outside help, anc it secmed utterly impossible to start anything whatsoever
from inside. his wus borne out by the many g'bumunist TecisX trials,
2:::;: lies were piled up on the unfortunate defencant but there was always
truth in the accusation as to tle political conspiracy azainst the regime.
Tﬂgg dtgg gtmfe%gtpt%rg%gzgrl ygr?ggg ﬁ..lggic hearings were not necessarily
Leld on every occasion and,therefore,it is ouite possible that there werc
morej the public would not hecessarily know of every conspiracy. But one
could feel it *n the air that somet ing was going on continuously.. .y
the time “hat even a smrller group would orgarize, and before they would have
a first opportunity, they were arrested. ‘ihe nower of the police was unlimited.
One had to be afriad of every word which was spoken, where and before whomg
denunciations were mﬂeFor instance, in the office, or the superintedent 5
one wouldn't know. For instance, I know of a case which was tolc to me by
the wife of the victim who was a colleazue of mine n the oifice. On the day
of Stalin's “uneral, this man commented on thc deatl. of Stalin with {humomus
and scmevwhat disrespectful Hungarian saying, before a group of people, in
fact he was on the staircase. He wes a fairly well-to-do man; he was receiving
guests in the evening at his home, when the bell rang and two AVO appeared.
They searched the house, they picked up all the Jjewelry they could find, also
a typewriter and caiera,whicl they took with them along witl the man.

For four months no one krew anything about rim. After whiclk time he was set
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3/f/ ¢ nt. free but he nover sald & word about kis experience, with the excertion

Y g :

of telling his wife the reason-for his arrcst, whicl of course was a
ceaplete mystery to everybody and wrich turnsd out to be his using the
proverbial expression in connection with Stalin's death. There was a
ratler interesting aspect to this casc. The vife filed a ¢ mplaint with
the AVC thot at the occasion of the arrest of ler husband » alse her jewelry
and other objects were teken away; this was of ficially against the lawe
She was told tu come back a few dsys later anc when she wentythe officer
rut a draver full of jewedry before her anc ste was allowed to pick ap
out what belonged to her. She was lucky emoush to finc most of her pieces,
which she was allowed to take Back. Dut when siic asked for thre tynewriter
and the camera,she was tolc that she caanot have those back,Lecause they
are objects # ich enable a pe:'scn to perform a-is endar.gering the sccurity
of the state. Tie m rale of the story is that cne should never say any-
thirg én & stakex staircase wlich is an ideal field for hicden listenees
with its landings anrf:per.-in;;s into corridors w:ieh cannot he reconnoitered
at a glance.

& L The Commurist party and above it the Soviet governmentywhoever harpened t: be

| in pover at a yewex given tine. The Hunsarian “cmmuni -t party is not
independent, everyti ing has harpened under ord:is from the fussians.

/a/ The most obvious proof was in the fact that t ¢ official newspaper of

Communist i _ _

the Hunzarian xemspzpex partyi Szabadnep, publisi cd very often the editorials
of the Pravia in Hungarian translation. /Any such editorial would mostly
ccnsist in the enumeratiorn of the miiding princiiles whicl were to be
folloved in the future in the econcmic and political life., The putting into
practice would cccur also in Hungary within the clortest possible time.
For instancz as and when it was decided in Lioszow to centralize mm or

decentra’ izz the building incustry, exactly the same pattern was followed

in Hungary whether it suitsd or not the Hunrarian economic structure;
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L/e/ cont. the 3ame would apply to the easing or stirengthening cf jpolitical

measuras.

1

L/b/ The /fommrnist party ard the AVO.

/

Very often we had the feeling thet the AVO was not subordinated
wag above

but,on the contrary, over the party. This t!eory seems to hold
if one keeps in mind that also the leading members of the party
lFad a clance to taste the jails of the AV), that is, even the
top positiors in the party leacderslip dida’'t mean sccurity. e
were always quite pleas d to lear of sucs arrests. This wgs 8o,

(4]
I think,because the whole Hungarian gomunist organization

4 /c / was deone after the Russian mdela?l.[ay oe Gero and Rakosi,
but in the first place the party and the 1V0.
L/a/ (For p rty —— AVO ®laticnship sec answer to guestion /b/)
between

Uith khm regard to the xmsX relationshirxwi the govermment 8nd
ef the party: the government was made up mostly of mewbers of
the rarty leaders! ip, and those cabinet menbers who were not party
leaders were even more afraicd of the party and the AVO than treir
colleagues; but even these latters didn't spend too many carefree
hours. In every statement they made, evcry interview whick may have
come up unexpectedly or by exception was not prepared in writing
questions and-answers, or thr slightest deviation from the party line
could have led to the nost serious consecuences. Tie possibility of
individual concepts was excluced, everything happened tirough the
perty and everything was decided tiere.
5 Mosszow and the narty.

/a/ The parliument was nothing else but a vo‘ing machine, wl:ich voted
every time unanimously and with acdmirable enthusiasm any bill ~ubmi%tod
by the govermment.

/b/ dhrough the elections @he dommnist marty ras discredited itself
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5/o/cortif possible, even to a higher degreej it was infinitely comic few the breag tim

/c/

less cxeitement witl w! ici it announced every ticz t!e rosult of 98.29 oxfmat—
ever tlie obligatory figure was. Hmimiy Hobddy kn:w why they needed this

also in adcition o the rest. It is lard to belizve that even they would
sincercly believe in the reosults..

They h: d powsr in the field of arartmeats anc housing, W who would get an
apartment, the determination of sonmevedy's wight %o a given number of rooms
etc. Otherwise they were axclusively administrative bocies, they carried cut

the orders wiich were pessed cown to them by the party.

Section G continued on the nsxt page
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Tremendous,
oxchanging
BRI K ny = ratherlar%;e and beautiful apartiient to 8 smaller one,

For instance before my flight from Himgary I succeeded in

%o establish my mother and %ve some cash at my d s_osal, In connection

pvlace of omploynent in 1956 a famove embezzlemens

wvith this matteryeince I moved from one district
3ignatures in each of the districts iavolved, th-
The most gimple matters, like announcing residenc
or mdk change of address e%c. meant an endless pr
very myxeg much, The mein reason for 1t was thet
thelr ealariet. Embezzlement was very frequent;
ves discovered, the friends nevaer condemnsd the ;
only sorry for him; embezzlement was not consicer
it was apjroved of becasue the general opinlon wa
the stats,the better.

On the whole it was rather diffteult because tlre
the general attitude foward embezzlement, They 4
power to rrevent it; for this reason bank notes 1
nost of the {ramnsactions were done throu‘gh banks,
for instance, x a clerk would enter flct}%’us name:
e case wille I was working for the building indus
only after a2 comsiderable sum was embexzled: i
put up the money 3o he could reftwrn it, this wes ¢
circumstan€e, dut still the man waoe (ut into pris

imycortant emtezzlement case in which the embezzle:

the embezzler was =

of
He was in chargexix

colleaguns toll me about it:

connigsioner of lnnovatione,

submitted to him on iznovations and simplifieatior :

Such suggestions were encowraged officially and the

. a crime,

¢ 38 occurred,

> another, I needed 12

18, a total of 24,
and 2xk changing thereof,
adure,

ople couldn't live on

" this occurred and

rson X involved but were

on the contrary‘.,
hat the

‘more kst was stolen from

‘thorities were aware of

everything in thier 51‘
circulation were minimis

But still there were opporiunities

:n his 1is¢; I knew of such

'y concern; he was discovered

nds came tc the rescue end

oasldered as an extenuating

> I hfave kaxg heard of an

hanged.
.8 JBEREX At my previous

My former

': ommunist, the so-called

ing

‘zamink the various jropmls

in technical irocedures.
sug
inventors vhosemkutions
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were accopted were given various sums of nceney, sométimes quite con
slderabls, ss premiums. There was a fund cot aside in the budget
for this purpose. As I have said before, voat of these innova-
tions were simply clipped out from America:, British or German
pericdicals. To get back to my story, the commissioner of inno-
vaticns prepared the monthly 1list of those ho were to receive
premuims, a typewritten list of names and !o sums which were to
begé;::h to these people. After he obtainc the OK and the signa-
ture of the manager, he entered on the liet four fictitious nsmes
with a total amouat of about 50 to 60,000 icrints, He was caught
and was imprisoned. Bribes were also very -ommon, whatever one
wanted to ob%ain, to make a short cut in rec: tape., It was sad to
sec with what little sums people conld be I -1beds For a 100 flor-
ins saybody would msmk sell his father or r>there The main res-
sor for this was again the terrible finareci i1 conditions under
wWhich people labored. In genersl everybcdy could be bought, the
difference was in the price; also one could 3Jomehow or other learn
who coulc be hoaght for how mEm mach.

(5 ) 1In genersl, aivil service was performed bty ‘he old-timers, in the
ministries the old team wa;m inters orged with the so-
called "reliabls" elements of the regime. "kiemelt kader," come
munist technical term meaning persons who = = appointed on the

basis of their persomel file to lesding pos “ionse) Exceptions
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wera, of course, the Ministry of Interior cnd of Foreign Affairs
wherefron immecdiately all the former offici ls were fired., For
the rest, the regime necdod badly the expo: s and the old employesas
generally knew what they were doing,

(6 g) Worker and peasant boys. They enjoyed onl: material advantages,
like cheaper foodstuf suprplies or apsrtmenit . Insofar as personal
security was concerned, they were in the ssai o position as any-
body else, The apartment was a very great : !vantage; in general,
it was tho greatest thing snybody covld hav: and middle cless
people whd had still better apartments were ztremely suspicious
to the Communistse.

(6) Nothing. They were forced to mmmk enter. : 'arybody was expected

to join some

QUESTION 6 continued on mext psf o




HO. 120

. -GR3fe "AY FRETEST SECTION G MR Ps 60

6 CONT, corgsniz:ction, thosc who nad the cournge éidn : do 1it.

/a/ They ha¢. to do an ewful lot of comnmualsy wori. For instn.nce.‘i?xteryrise
would decide to bulld teanls courts, the mem!ars of the DNISZ had to go
out to ¢ilg the grouads, They hac. %o partici ~te in s orts which they
dida't wmx like, they hzd %o wrocuce ilays wicther they wanted to or not,
they ha¢ their own political seminars = ir w' .ch they had to jarticliate,

work and discuss,
/o/ Fot 2morg my friends, but I have known pecpl: in the office,
,’c/ Rather, People would be approzched day efte day by the agent of the local
DISZ orgenization and they would falk to them :ud talk, and talk, and tallk.
/d/ Obstinate resistance. Cne would %iry %o get o % of it by glving as reasons

/ﬂf
/£]

/&/=x/

/1]
/=]

/n]

/of

/p/

/a}

i1l

excnr3es

wagecher1tk, or poasibly family XWEETHIOEE 1

et'\:a

bt usvally thdsmrsh they checiked and

in a ratler unpleseany eltuation.

Becaase !
ne e

not apzlicable,

wes totally cpposed to the regime a

Ia thafirst years, yos; lzber not)hecsuse of a

ki b 1)

A48 a rule young people from the ymmz vorking

n
They becene evexx more vul gal,.

Jrom the reglm

wng another means to eetrange children Ifrom ¢

in cormon for beys and girla

amezom, canp\' jromoted the increcse of the poypul

T don'$ xnow, I doa't kmow the organizatlon, i

cne ol

being
ke children or parentsyapewlill,

7 found mmkxem untrue, one was

4 %0 all of i%s organizetiong.

@ limit,

lzeB,

's olnt of wvlew, the DISZ
:ir parénts; a2lso the
tlon®,

voyer, on the basis of what

¥55 knove o the rezime and. the other crzanizetl as, 1t seems to bs out of the

qudetion,

The arty.

peaitional advaatagoes
Certnin Xy n¥ionalixaimnidgasy 1lke Jjovs and i

of view, the mrty member was eve:n more of a

It was tho perty member who was under the stric

come; from = political point

rizoner than a none-member,

test control, end in case he
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wished %o stay free for a lonzer period, he had to give up the
habit of thinking and he coull give exp:'ession only to his per=
manent admiration for the decisions and actions of the party.

At the same time ¢ could "enjoy" being ntiterly despised by

the non-members. If it was too a=political Ho show our feel-
ings, thoy had to be hidden, somstimes ¢ could sexpress them
operly; at any rate, the Party lismbers iere completely excluded
from our oircles. O0f course, if we les nsd that one of the
Communists was very dengerous, the denuiciating type, we were
very much afraid of him, we trisd to be extremely polite with
kim, we approved of whatever 1e said, =1l we tried to answer

his questions acvording to the politica . line.

I did the same thing, in the office, I 1idn't even pay attention
to what he ssid, I ouly approved, I pu; in & "Yes, exactfly,
you are right", eico According to indi idual cases, we may have
been more lenient, but therse waz always contempt in our feelings.
Almost everybody who was in a leading piaition, 1if the position
had & political character, it was ind@spnsable. I personally
would say that nobody had to enter the piurty. They exerted more
or less the 3ame presgure on averybody & i1l averybody knew what
advantages, what limitatiors aad what ob .igations wers mesnt by
party membership. In other werds, every:0dy had the choice be-
tween a lifs which seemsd more sscure anl easier and between
continuous insecurity, being endlessly a2 moyed and altogether

very dilficult living conditions. For iintance, Job advancement
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for a non-party person was practically inpossible. A party
member could get to travel abroad, he would be in a higher
salary bracket, would bde first considersi for vacation benefits.
lMeny of the old-time Communists who part cipated im the shorte
lived Comnmunist regime in Hungary in 191). Most of those who
had sincerely wanted to hecome party mem ers were workers X or
writers in general. Ths genuins party mmbers could be distine~
guished by the party beoklets also; the ‘irst %X few hundred
gerial numbers were reserved for hardened Communists, many of
whom were former participants of the 1511-19 Commune or members
of the Comnunist underground movensnt wh .ch cnlminated in 1944,
High positions, both in the politiecal or cconomic life, such as

gecticrn chiefs in ministries, direectors »f natiomalized enter-

" prises, etu., were filled from the ranks of such party members.

Still others who wanted to jein the part were a part of the
working class-~its majority belonged to " s Social Democrgtic
party--and the opportunists. Mually, e pecislly in 1945, many
Jewg, led by a combination of thirat for revenge and of a desirs
for success, entered the Communist party. Those B Jews in whom
desenacy wag gtronger, suffered from the :eogime like anybody else,
and they were the first to deplore the a’tiiude and behavior of
the other Jews.

They enjoyed cert in adventagea, but beyond that they had ne
rights, only doties.
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Unconditional political Loyalty, the recognition;’ of the party
as supreme authority; active participati n to the utmost in
every pariy activity, from demonsiration: on to unlimited finan-
clal sacrifices: contributions to every cellsction, under«
writirg
- 7 ° above the preseribed amouant tc piace loansg, ete.

Yeg, I had known Communist Party members anong my colleagues in
the oifice and also among my acquaintance . There were also many
of thoee who in - -~ 1945, Jjoined the Soc iul Democrst ic party;
when the mergsr of the Socisl Dsmocratic jarty with the Commun-
ist party had been carried out, a great nimber of people became
antomatically mombers of the Communist ps:'tye The fate of the for-
mer Secisli Democratic party members was diecided on a higher level,

a@mission
and none: - to the new party at the time of the merger was
in itself a political condemnation. Membors who were excluded
from the party were in a much worse pesit.on than those who had
never joined it. Peopls whom I had known in mny office to become
nembers, did so out of desire to make a e rsor and to give theme-
gelves a change t¢ befiter incoma.
Bagleally noe The procedure %e¢ besome 2 nember consisted in

an unlimited period of candidacy to mombership; one was ine
atalled ag a member on the basis of a decision voted by the loecal
organizations The local party chisf made known beforehand the

result he dosired to obtain through the vote. The final sdmittanc
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people
?/£/ cont. to membershi; could be stpored indefinitely, =nd some FoHEE had i
gandidates

I3
/1]

/m/

remeinedpi@itkinGas for ever, Another posdbility wes th~t o member

was requalified to the ststus of candidatef . Moybe such situations

could be qualified as instances ogﬁ somebody vanting to become a member

but not being ablcfzo ¢o 80, Jressur2 was exe-{e{. on everybody to become

a2 member; those who had been formally invited to candidncy for membership
had, as a rule, given jreviously some signe of willingness to collaborate.

I somebody acce ted to becoms o Cas.‘.‘l:ldatel bt then was not active and
did not distinguish himself.l}g.a.s not Iinstalled. Turing the period of
gxxidd crndldacy, they were, if [ossible, unde: ovenm greater jressare
to display party acitivities, Theywere constarily summoned by the local
2riy organizntion, were glven s .ccfic tasks, snd bad marks were accu\t_gnulating
in ﬁ%aﬁ;ﬁsonal record 1§h g;ydﬂ.dn't stow sufficient eagernese, Candidates
vere trring to get out of these various obligations By giving the usual

excuses of 111 heagihlth or family conditlons eic., Bub they couldn's avold

the consequences,vhich were a bad _erscnal file =nd remaining in the status of

candldzcy; thus they jut themeelves in - worse ,o=itlon than the non-members

nzmiatakable
who,if they had shown wximiaildm resie 1:5.nca) wer: glven u, sooner or later a&s
ai least
ho;eless cases and were lefti relatively is jeas, Insofar as ;ressure

wasg
for particiption in perty acitivities we#s copcerned. For instance, in my

rersonzl file the following scnnoitztion was med>: “totally unfit for develop=-
ment",

no

Up t111 1948 yes, later no, becouss I mde no uecret of my poltital o inion
end I was considersd as unreliabdls,

It resulted in my having tc face continuously srave difficulties in oy
subsiatenca.iggctyossible incogie, I vas not alloved to do responsible worlk,
eventually I was dismizsed from my pcoition and subsequently I had no other

choice but teo acce,t ancther job which ;ald lecs than my previous ons;

I wag prec’ uded from travellihg abrond etc.
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See answers above,

Esyecially the unintelligent ones develoyped a sense 0of jower, they fel% nower

behind them and 21lso in their own hande which gave {hem courage and support o

all sorte of meamnese they displayed toward "the oilier side®, What mean%sﬂ?
chiefs

They would interfere with 2 re~son's whole privais 1ife, especially the xhiku®

w5 vere one's friends,
of ;ersonnsl were extremely rude and inberfering

movies ona did ex did not got $o sco, etco

wvhat

I don't know directly, dui there ig no doubt in 1y mind that everything and

on all levels was run by the central conmittee o’ the erty.

' practical
Great; for mueidlszk jurpeses;the jariy was the govermment.
The police was an agency of %the ministrs of Interior and since it was that
ministry wsz which wae especially direcied by tho @@riy, in fact, from the very
beginning they insieted on reserving th: Minisiry of Interior for the gmmunist
mrty, 1t follows from all this that the party exerted a grest influence on
th?&JOIj-CQo
The perty constituted the state jower, averything wze directed and organized
by the party, everything was domo throuzh the .ariy and for fhe jarty,

end the army waqg.\o exception,

The trade wmions were totally subordinaied te tho _=riy.

They made efery effort, but with very little succesz,

To the trade union.

It wae 1nﬂ.13pensatg.e for obtaining any Jjob whatucever.

N I3 n
Hungarian-f-—4=t bclatr {a MSZY }4 Hungrn -ien Vome:.i's Demceratic Union:

MNDSZ; © "Hendy te Wark, to fight.”



(8 ¢)

) ST o1 == P -
PRETESY 310 JJ0N G

]
=
(e
4
nY
=
L*

19 .
e

& i sl ) s s =
MKH (Vunkara Harcra Kesz), a sport occgamizaslon £or grown-upd;:
Freedom fightera' Frateynal Corfederation:

/ Szsbadadgharcosek Baltarsi. Szoretnege, an organizatien for Army

{8 a)

(8 e)
(8 fmp)
(9)

/0
(=)

officers, Each of thesge hed 2 local orgonizabion withim the office,

as it wasg the case for all officepn, esnte wrijgem, 0 workshops.

Fach of them also had separate ww:-.:?.l Bmeyg apere. I 73&135 ef course

expected Lo joim the Rungsarian .zf& nents @fj.e;rzr:ra?-fat:?.cs zi%ﬁ?iigif‘:éxﬁm;. but

I refupcd;: 1t was a politicel t:iap se: . culbural gulse., Its

nesoers vere %utrig’«.a‘b vidieuloug. owe2 i i whiie I had te ge to

their mr,:e‘i:f.ag,/%s it was ovligate:r for am-aorbers alsoi 8 mald

would get up aiflecture on Korag, or the political situatlion, and

the likel O the whole I kmow very 1itt.e sheut ita orgznization,

I wag once Lalked imte subscrini ¢ to Shoe o 'ielsl paper, but after

a menth I called it of7.

They nated thems Pﬁ%emre a*ezfa;é J,‘l:%g:; f*i?} :e:; erganizations were
then fron spending

created with the purpose im mind te prevesnt nzaplesevea the little

tive which was left a their disyosal accovdisg to their owa interests

or with thelr famlliles.

Bothing.

Not: azpliccble, respomdent has mo divect crporience.

The reagon for 1t was that the Vo th Howveusit was enly in appearance

a atalwort Commmmilet orgenizatior and everyiody wae happy to throw

away corpuvnism iike a dress whieh is too Tipht; it proved to he

teo tighkt even for the HBEE vouth, despite wic fac‘tﬂ;ﬁ%‘?c regine tried

to please them, or at leagt to thoge of vhoil shey thought that they

arve loysl to the regime.

It veried: <here were gome wo could he iptoctripeced., thdre were

otiers, whe laughed &t it. I kmov that there yere a few uafortunate
as,s: E’ - ’ A" F( - ? 1
peasar’ boys who wers: m\fﬁgg e the ATO oo sperve thel: Obllk,&t?}’!‘y
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military training there: ¢this was donme without selectien, but Those
w10 hajpened te be cheosen were very urhepry. JIa the earl;:::gtﬂ: of
its formation, volunteers were gccepted to serve with the AVH; or
later I dom't know.

(10 a) I don't know.

(10 b} They were recruited from all social clasges; thes rere
mostly yourg, from the age of 20 to 35, appreximately; it is quice
ratural thet they were 7or the reglme.

(10¢) Wo.

(10 a) They were Jjust about the sazne.. The secret informers work om in-
struetions from the AVO,

(11) T was aot arvested, bu: ny husbard was. nlse a clese relative and
e couple of friendsg of ours snd distamt scquaintances, (Ae respondent
husband is beiwg sepavately interviewed. © dida't probe for the
details of his case.)

(11 a,p) I don’t ¥mow tco many deballs, people were very reluctsnt te soemak
of Their experiences.

(11 ¢) The cese of a cloge rclative of umy husberi's family was a pariicularly

tragic one, He was the layout editor anc zlse staff writer to 2

b ]

Catholic periodical. He as® disappeared ‘rom one day te the other

sad we have never heard of him sgain., Hoy did he disappear? Onc |

W

¢ay he left his howme, he was going on a i rlp ia the country amc b

rever came back. He wss about L4l years olé, he had four children.

1]

Sometime after he had disappeared, one of his children wemt to Ul
Count of Justice to inguire after his faier, where he was told:
"Oh, that oae! He was kanged." 'Mis cow’d be checked, because cvery
desth was entercd in¥s the district magisterial registry; om checking,

thst the Tawily found oa entry under his name, the cause of desin
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was given as heart failure. Desplte of this, we kept hopimg that

[ HE OR8] when

be would Lura up seme day, because we often heard of cases gm;
somebody was declared officially dead, but was in fact alive somne-
wvhere im a prisen; but my relative never turmed up agaim, not c¢ven
afser the Revolutieon, o we have lest all. hope. These are all tie
details I kaow gbout this case.

(11 e) Yes. Afier my £light from Hungary, in Viemma I met semebedy vho
was liberated by the Revolutileon frem the Hrisea camp of Recsk, o
prison camp and labor camp, truly a Vermichiungslager. There wan
a quarry Shere, wich the mest fAgshtful vorking comditions prev:olimz.
The priseasrs, political priseners, had "o weork im the quarry sl
beside that they were tortured im the men’ imBumer fashiom, Namy
people died in the camp. This fermer inate of the camp tola ue
of o case when o prisenmer was tied amd lo7C in the vicinity eof =2
burning steve; he weg tied so tightly vhet his limbs became cult:e
stiff and when he notic%da buraing smell, he didn't realize thal it
came I‘rorm hurmse on his own sxm. The guasds iam The prison were
ordinary criminals., Nobody was ever vel-ozsed frem The camp, that is
not until the swumer of 1956, when a few people were let out; hub
she prisosers never kaew of this, becaus: those who were te e
weleased ueve takem away frem the camp withoub any explanation.
Unfer thesge circumstances the prisoners ade desperate efforts Lo
cacap:: <thers was a case vhere out of ive umem four succeeded 1
cscaping, but the fifth was caught and vi's then fermally beaten "o
deoth. Ore of the men disguised himgel” a5 a guerd, carrying =2 sun
which he pad carved out of wooed; he The:n pushed ahead his four
compaiions, beating and imsulting them s they went, 1m erder Lo

carry out the imitatiea fully. Taey werc ©e give the impressic: as
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if they would be driven %o work. This wa they somehow managed %o
get through the confines of The camp, wit: the exception of the
one man who was caught and beaten to deast! . The prison camp of

Recsk was dispersed through the intervent :n of the Revolution.

(211 £) Everyone who was denounced for political nreliability, for any

(11 g)

(12)
(12 a)

(12 v)
(12 e)

(12 4a)

crime against the system, for instance h: ing in his possession
gold, criticizing the regime, sometimes ¢ 'en for telling political
jokes. People from all walke of life go? arrested, but the majority
came from the ranks of the intellectuals. Naturally, they were
innocent.

I know of them, buy I don't recall them v :vy c¢learly:; there were
purges goinz on continuously within the I :riy.

He should naver gay, before anybody, not ‘ven a word.

No. Everybody was exposed equally. Gabc  Peter was the head of

the AVH, and he was also eventually arres .ed,

It 1s advantageous, but it cdoesn't mean & :curlty.

K} By all memns, especially on ministeris! level. Every place of
employment was subordinated to one or anc :her ministry. Connections
to the Party leadership were also very ue :f'ulj such connections
were usually established through a long c:ain of varying relatlonships
Yes, to & very great degree; partlculzsrl inK connection with job
opportunitics and living conditions. In :2neral, a "good" clase
origin was a decisive fzctor. To a certs n extent 1t was possible
to conceal an unfavorable class origin arn: it was advisable to do so,.
If it could be done safely, certaln persc:al data were kept in
silence; others were to made appear less ‘mportant. For instance,

I gave the rank of my father many degrees nelow the one he actually
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bad had. Ome could lie, out one had te b: very careful to remember
¢ad do it alvays in the seme way. We had ©o £ill ir immumerable
questionmaires, and every now aad them fer no rezson we were told to
file & fresh copy of persomal history. I used to keep cepies of the
various forms I handed im; often they would ask a person te draw

up the pergomal history oa the gpot. It 1appened to me that the chief
of persomnel was sitting opposite me while T was teld te draw vp ny
reracnal history:; people were alge cross-examined ia this method,
Luciktily, T had a good memory. Sone of my acquaimbances of very good
background had iavented for themselves entirely fiectiticus. but relle-
snunding"peoplets HEFEERISREE descent.” < I pergemally
censidered 17 as bad taste to ge to such =xiremes,

Jeperds of 1ts origim; if it cane EB from the rest of fermer wealth,
or wag secured through the gelling of the remaining belengings. it
vas comsidered bad becaupe it clearly indicated the class origin.

I, or the other haed, sczeboedy had money threugh his pesitien in
tihe People's Demseracy, it was certainly - great help. During the
firgt years of the regiae it was possible ¢n get out peeple frem
rrison for thirty or forty thousand ferimig; but later this practice
was stopped.

I helps a greatv deal, bub it isa’'t foolpronof, because of others
1o would kinow less how to keep Their meush shut, Feor imstance.
gomehody gets In trouble, his pepers are heimg checked through and
narecs or telephone pumbers of other people arve feumnd, whe etherwige
may heove cscaped trouble by keeping their nouth shat., Bebedy ever
knew through whose misforbune he would ge: himself in treuble.
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(12 g8 Catholie clergy end arigtocracy: for the rest, they were more on
less in the same boab.

(13) I don't know how te answer the question.

(13 a) Nowhere. Maybe the unil formed police was somewhst mere lemient,
they had a gomevhat different aporoach. Jub the question does not
rweorrespond %o reality. it didan't work the: way., This is hew it
vorked: pamebody was arrested by the AV(: charges which were alge
emd witheut foundation were drawi up and She vietim was tertured
vacil he gigned hen - L% ke was not a knewm persomalily,
either there was no public trial atx all, =mnd the persea im quesiien
Just disappeared; or they weuld hold a bro forma trial , where
alpe the abborney for the defense was aproiated by the AVO. I haoard
¢f a case where counsel for the dfense wei: te visit the prigensr
and perguaded him to have full copfidence in him a8 in omne whe 911
deferd his case. The uafortunate man bel .eved him and operped his
heart ve kim: it just So happemed that t2 som of this lawyer w8
e menper of the AVO and the father imform:d hinm ef everything <ia
was seid., Often counsel for the defense -utdid the public presccutor
in accuping the defendaaxt. Exéﬁry time o romewhet lemient semtence
wag hendel down, the puslie prosec’t\gor ~Cliged an appeal for mor:
cevere purdshzent. If 2 case was discove 'ed or an arrest made
directly Ty the uniformcd police, it wag ~onsidered geod luck,
Because then the AVO had no legal right ©» interfere in the procedure.

But this happered rarely, only if the den nciatien was made, by
istake, dlrectly to The police, If impor:amnt persemalities were
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involved, huge public trials wers arramged and they were alse broads
casv,

I don't know, but all of them were afraid of the AVO,

I dor't know, but it was rumered that there was.,

Yes.

From 1949 ©ill the first govermment of Iliire Nagy there was a strong
wave of terror an@ after hils resignation 12w efferts were made o
gtrengthen the terror, bul with no great successy frem this Liix
ca a gradual improvement ceuld bhe expemicacad.

¥ep, there was aa easing of the Lerrer: ihere were fewer arrects
made, prisoners were get free, and deporiations from Budapest were
goopped.

Decisive,

ALl tke deciplons were takem ia lloscow.

I7 wee a matter of public knowledge.

There were direct evidences of Soviet proscure everywheres thero
were only Russian films, Russiar rusic, houges were built after
Ruspien models. There was a folks enserible in Russla, se there had
to be eone In Hungary, vhe Army, the Police were Russiaa im character,
etec., The new Hungerlan emblem was copief frem that of the member.
states of the Soviet.

No.

The Seviet Influvence was most pronourced 'n the eceanemic life, in
every brarch of preduction of gone importonce, and mext to this. in

the arts. It was least felt in private 1life.
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The followiag ave only what I mygelf lmow: Siemens, Stapdard Electri-
cal Pactery, Telephore Factery: +here was 2ise a go-called Banl: of
Foreign Comnerce, this was emtirely umder Russiam nansgement. This
is where foreign curremncy could be applied Tor; I1f semebedy was sent:
efficially on & trip abread, the mecegss:y foreign currency was
applied for in writing by his superiers. There was & wave, I don't
rexexber the year now, when the Russiams ere returnipg eaterprises
to the Hungarians, in other words the Hurperian state ceuld buy then
back. At the time, and because of it, people were heping that the
Russiens would leave the ceumtry.

No. If people wiould have behaved as they felt, havdly gm‘body wold
have pregecrved his freedom,

See eanswer above.

People world express their political opirions only befere their
closest friends,

With their families and clogest friemds. I pergonally was rather
carcless end dida't observe this yule strictly,

One could digevas openly the difficulties in the ecenomie life with
the mdergterding thet cverybody was eager e do his part im the
pettering end furthering the ecoremy of the country., Peolitical
publeets, beth interior and foreign, coull 1ot be teouched upen .

One could talk freely with aaybedy zbeut natters of daily life.

Ti vias Just cbout the same during the last tea years, maybe for s
Clme lmmedistely preceding the Revolution a certaim relaxatilen was
folt, when ome would risk even with 2 Party fumctienary a BB

polivical discugsien, even though, of course, ian a very mild foru.
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Each decrec has a loophole by which it c:on be eventually cireum-
géented ; bub Lo ignore an order FBEEXNEEIIEX was excluded.

He.

llo, mever., For instance the cede of laber stipulated that nobody can
be dismissed from a job without reason; yot I was dismissed from
iy firet job without a valid reason. Im m first indignatiem I
weated to make an appeal, but my friends {igsuaded me frem doing so,
hecause it would have heen uvseless.

Hle.

He cenld possibly put im an application cr ke could resigm his job;
but im the latter cage he would ha:ve recelied a bad po:!.nt IR u:n his

persemal record aad ke would have had greo: dlfficultiea k: o

apother job, Tile best procedure to follew is te accept the decigion
aed then tiyy to obtain a retransfer, throuth conmections, er by
trying o invoke family reasons, o1 pospibly through bribimg: BEE
pometimes guch atiempts proved successful.

rldmogt lmpopalble, While T was working fo: the building cemnstruciion
cencere I paw that a very severe ptand wes taken agalnst this aoc:rs alled
vorkers'! migration; eoftem The workers igncred it at their owm rink.
L o worker could prove that he could make more money somewhere clae,
thon he ZHL was permitted to change his [cb: alse, XH if he has
speclaliged in some other trade, lowever. the former pogsibility was
rvery rerve because throughout the country (e norms im each trade

were upiform, Was it freqguent that a worlcor weuld acquire another
akill zné how could he do it? Yesn, it heprened; he weuld go to

night courses.
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Yes, it was poessible through comnections 2 the Party.

Who has sufficiently thick skin., Who is capable to ebserve, without
batting ar eyelid, what the Seviet Unlen " areugh the Commmmist :-riy
i3 deing in Hungary and in additiem he iz even capable te applaud it.
Outside these, only peeple in certaim prc: ' :ssgions which are indig-
pengsable to the reglime. suohiaa epgineers physiciams, amd artists.
There was nestly passive msﬁstaxweo

Effoxts were made to orpanize varieus und  cground movements; the
yvouth 'wag tryimg ©Lo restore secretly the oy scout movement, my own
nevhew of the age of about 17 was am activ 2 member in it. Any such
efforts could be traced frem 1853 on. Pzrsive reslstance had becea
always in force.

The middle class, hecause the system proc 2imed an unreleating class

murferer atruggie.

The workers and pesgsants, becauvse the gyz en preclaimed that it is
fighting for their welfare,

Increased,

There were groupings and censpiracies, I :2ulde't say anything
definite, tut sorehow i was felt. Also, ppositien was a perscnal
natter for everybedy.

It is guite certain that there were eppos .;iems in the Party, there
were rimers sboub Parcy meetinmgs vhich e 3d up in scamdal; Rakosi 'S
dounfall cccurrved at such an occasien., p2rnle seemed even to krow

thot B2 wag crying. How could peeple kma such details? It is
encvgh that & Party fumctionary tells above it te his wife, and ¢ooner

o later everybody will kmow it. I alse had scome reports ﬂfr lends,
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wWho, though FEEXIBE they were not working themselveg at the time.

had cempecticns to active newsparer men, I dom't know amything abeut
the army. I have also heard of stormy me:tings im the gﬂtem*
ﬁm'mt, vhern the guldlmg principles 1o be observed by,the vriters
were reed sut Uo them, prepared by Jeseph Darvas., This happenec
sometine in XEEEX 1953 or 54; +the great rajority protested, there
wag a real riet, they were breakiag chairs, ete, T a2lso remember

the proclamatien of Joseph Revai, who saic: "What yeu have to ¢o is
200 Yo write the truth, but to write our truvh." With regard te
astudents. since abeut 1053 they waere vehenently protestimg agains'
the tezehing of the Russian lamguage and ezainet the ebligatery
ceurse on Marzism-lepiniem.

See ameper above,

There vere "millions” of them; they were told quite freely, which
~ed sometines to serious consequences,

- lmew of It im a precis2 form only Pfrom o7ver the Reveolutiem; I am
rure there were such thiags before, but I ‘ave no particular kmowledge
of thew, X think the workers couldm't afford to slow dewn teo wuch,
Leceuse ther they wouldn't have made any m ney et all,

Yes. Ia the fivst place from a natienal point of view, theye wer:s
vhoge wic ralsed their voice,and feirly e:.zu:@ly,bv saying ,"we are

in Hungary end mot im Rupsia, Amother dif"iculey was created for

the Parsy through the quick changes which cccurred in Russia; il

is posgible that The peeple im Russia would accept amy reversal of
statement or stand witheut thinkirg sbout % twice; however, in
Hungary people werve im the hablt ef thinklig and they were disturbed
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b:rihe ::_s,cl' o chet.mg of Moscew, OSuch a case was.

for instance, that of the Jewish dectors; Party members were shccked
at the quick reversal of Megcow., The cbligation o approve any:hing
without thinking became more and more cbvicug to Party members :nd

1t welghed heavily on then.

. (19 x) It was mere tham diffieult, it was almest umimaginable, becauge :lweys
sonething intervened, either ir the form f awkwardmess er just bhad
luclke, vefecre any serious stage covld have been reached. I know of

a case from ny immediale suvrroundings, in Il my office with the
bulldiasg industry concerméd. One of my collesgues was a weman
contraster, a very decent persen. During vhe swumper vacatlem, as it
was custemary for unlvergity students, fi2 students in architecture
were placed under her supervision, Semehow they learmed that she
omled a typewriter, Was that suck an excceptional thing to own -
typewriter? Yes. very mmuch. They wanted to borrow it from her ond
they even gave thelr reasons, that is tha! they ave conspirieg and
they wish to use the typewriber to type l-afliets. She refuged the
request and warned them that they were dolng a mmch teo dangercus
thing. But the boys cculd not be dissupnded, somehow they got hold

of snother typewriter. and they stole the duplicating machine from
versity. With this equipnent they took a taxi amd they wanted

el

the un!
to go to 2 friewd's house to prepare thel: leaflets. They went o
far in carelessness that they operly digc ssed their plams before
the tezi driver, whe, im turn, instead of taking them to the given
address, Look them straight to the building ef the AVO, The boy=s

sore made -o confess, and somehow they gave out the detalls sboub



Mo, 120 "A" FRETEST SECIION G MR p, 78

LA RS AR IR RN X ERRY
Iy col 1eague and her Typewriter. As a censequence my colleague was

arrested because she didm't demoumce the boys and she spemt ene -~nd
e hali' years in prisen.

(19 1) I don't know. They were outside my sphe:> of imterest.
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(1) By forelgn redio broadcasts, BBC, the Voice of America, Radio
Free Eurepe; once in a while I wes able o vead the FASE a4
Neve Zurcher Zeiltung. the Economist, the Reader's Digest, ete.

(1a) The b@radcasts of the BBC.
(1b) Nothing,
{(2) As Fule T didm't read the Hungarian newsp: pers amd periodicals;

once i a while T would glance at one or ihe ether, while I was
eating a sanfwich in the office.

(2 a~g) Net applicsble,

(2 n) Yes. Uhers were five-gix different wall rewspapers, beside thai of
che Coamunilst FParty: 211 the mass organi:=tiens which had lecal
arganizations in the ofi'ices had separate wall newspapers. (For he
snumeration of mass orgeaizatioas, see answer im Section "G,
Question 8 b, ) Everything in them was wriiien by the employees ti2m-
selves, I didn't write anything, I was t:ying to get out of it Lv
3aying that I have no time or that I will do it the mext time, e¢::z,

{2 1) There vas a tremendeus ¢lfiference; after 211, the newspapers wore
writter by newspapermen, whereas the wall newspapers were made up
entively by aon~experts. who published their hymms glorifying the
repime and the Party,and ¥pg articles, which were more tham silly.

(2 3) “hey ceérried vhe forthcoming news of their organizations, but asbove
21l enthuglastlc praises aosocub the daidy cvents of political life
‘nside the comntry, and g¥i fﬁgﬂ; abuses azainst the “imperialists”

(2 k) Tes, I had eccasion to see the Vogue, The lew Yerker, and the Weman,
vhich I weceived from my cougin in the U.5 . and a friend of mine in

london, respectively: and I could borrew ‘rom my friends the Econemist
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TR
the NZZ, and sometimes the Holiday, which they were receiving.

See arswer to 2 k. Very courageocus peopl: weuld geo to the American

¥ Legetion to vead the foreigm newspapers; but this was not aﬁviaablq
becavse the bhullding was under constant ¢ servation and peeple who |
went in and out were checked and questien:d, and scmetimes even
arrested.

I was delighted with them: epgpecially the Vegue.l admired . its

entire makeup, the smoothness of the paper; the beautiful covers, ete.
in the Western newspapers I was particularly impressed by the nuuber
of the pages and the excellent ncews gervice., The Hungariam newspapers
had four pages and they were filled up wish the most unimteresting
inforwation,

T would geo ii’ vhere happened to he a French or Italiaa pieture, and,
very sa2ldon,en English one. It vould cccur once in every 2-3 months.
1 used To go To the dowatown mOvies. (wiyst showing)
I preferred the Itallan and Englicsh and French pictures., I didn't
go to see Ruusian pletures becauvse of my nolitical comvictions.

The Ivelien and French pictures were good and relatively new; and
i? ot long last an English film would be shown, even if 1t was less
good, T wmis delighted with it "ocut of principle,” Once in a while

I caw o Hupgarien film, eppecially theose “cr which I worked as =2

S OEOIIMMOTENY seess sssnanaiie I used to getxégggg tickets.

In the Hurgarian filma thore was of courze a great deal eof pelivical
content; the whole story was builtazguggle political thesis. In
greatest runber vere the Russian films, wiiich I refused to see.

I liked {o go to the movies.
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Yes,

The Ministoy under whick my last office, the Hungarian State Feliw
Ensemble, bhelonged, used to hold cccasionally private showings of
Toveign films which did met always reach the public, I ceuld ge o
such showings through my office. Why didn't these films reach the
publie? Some of them did, some of them didn's, Sometimes they were
Zound too expensive, sometimes they though: it would be teo dangerous
o shoew them, But even those vhich were eventually shown in the
nevies, took a long time to readh the plblic., Why? They were medie
sating whether it will not be too dsngercus te show them: wunder any
cirveumstances they were syachronized, which algo took some time. They
were always synchronized because This way hey could change the origind
text, Jhen they thought this advisgble, 220 also they added to it

a8 much poiities as they could. The foreigzn £ilms were widely zdver-
vised in advance and the public was swarming te the mevies to see them,
They would stand in line for hours to get “ickets. How often. did they
show foreign films? HMaybe twice overy throec months.,

Yes.

“n the last two years once every week, because I received free ¢iclkets
through my off'ice, Previous to that I used to go very often to the
theater, up €111 1048, I went to see the clagsical plays, which

vere performed in great mwmber. They played Koliere, Restand, Vicher
fugoe, Schiller. Gorki. f‘There were also scie pre-war Hungarlan plays.
I never wert to see Commmist plays. I also sav some operettas
(zusicals), ard sometimes I went to the Opecra, No opera by Wagner

vas given until 1056,
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Very mich g0, gince 105/t: begide the contlauvous Party-line plavs
and the horrible Russian pleye, st last they were playimg classics,
and alse now and then a modern drama which one ceuld go and see.

I remember that the night befere the Revolutien I saw Ruy Blas »y

Vieter Huge; it had becn om the program since months with tremendous

success,

Yes, quite a few.

8-10, or maybe F¢ypiP)y mere; - it is very difficult te glve a figure,
I 21s0 read the magazimes and papers which I received from abroad.

On the whole I had wvery little time to read and usually I was very
tired when I came home frem the offlce,

Mostly good pre~war litercture, maybe up 111 Just after the war,
$111 1946, I read by Stefan Zweig, Thoma: Maan, Schalem Agch, Papind,

Franz Werfel, zlso some Hungarian novelis:z aad others.

Because I liked these asuthors.

T was inbevesied in seocial fietlon, historical and biegraphlcal novelss
if I heard a geod vitle I would agk fer 1 from my friemds.

Sometimes it was difficult. IT cccurred “hat I asked my friend in,
Lendeon to send me a boeol: by Stefan Zweig; ¥ was a little bit araild
%‘23{ I received it all »ight. I didn't read at all the literature
okayed by thE regime.

Only to foreign broafcasts; IXEEE on the Jomestic radio I enly _istened
to goed muzlc 6r an cpera,

T had my own set. It was a Siemens, a good set. I listened teo The

3BC, the VOA and Free Eurcpe .3

In order to hear the nevis.
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(5 d) %o the BB@. in Hungarian and German. They were excellemt broadcasts.
(5 e) Abeut an hour in the evening.

(5 £) At heme,

(5 g) Opera znd cemcerts.

(6) Ves.

{6a~e) See Question Ne. 5 and subguestions.

(6 £) "he BBC was excellent, also the Volce of /‘merleay the least reliable
wee Free Eureje.,

(7) Hever outside the office; in the office it was obligatery te siiend
she local Party meetinge amd those of the varieug organigatiens.

Gven under those circumetances, I did my teost to aveld geing as inich
28 L ceould.,

(7 a) I was not inberested in them,

(7 o) T the office (see above).

(7 ¢) I was ferced to.

(7 4) About once evary six weeks.

(7 2) ZSrxclusively politiecal,

(7 £) 'tke various Party orgemizasticons.

(7 g} About one and a half hour,

(7 h) They were bored and they haved them,

(7 1) dot on a voluntary baeils; they were forced to de it.

(7 3) First they drcve in the people who couldn’'t menage to escape; nchody
fanted o git In The froat lines, people crowded toward the rear of
the roon, 30 that the latecomers were forced to sit im the. firsl rouws.
During the lecture ackody paid atteation, we were exchang&qmc:?.r::as,
some NEFAXEEE would sew or mend stockings. When the lecture was

over, everybedy wanted to rush te the doon 2nd go home. Them the
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Lectursr tegan to wall, saying that comrsdes, let us not go heams

yet, this was such an interesting lecture, now are caming the
questiens anc discumsions, etec., etc. Most of the people, however,
tried te go home on sam® excuge, like illnese in the family, or
appolntment with a doctor, or scmething s:?milar; of course this was
counted sgainst tYhem inm their pergsomnal fi'e. Only a few people
remaired, vho couldn't do otherwigse. Then came the repeated sunons
to ask questions or maks observations, bub nobedy would react.
Finally the "'buil’c::ln speaker'" rose from his seat (also see ansier
to Question WV 10 j) and the builtlin discussion began, which lassted
sbout amothe:r half hour. Sometimes there were little mixups ir the
prepared discussions, when they read the nawers in the wreng cvrdier;
the public laughed, VWhen the discussion ag over, the lecturer
thought 1t nocessary to summarize agaln viiat was reed, which gave him
the pretex’s o0 talk for sacther hour, he hecame fasclnated by hic

cwn volece and was talking cemplete nonserse.

Yes, mostly.

They vere political inforpations: for irstance that's hew I heavd
ebout the Party Central Committee meetings,. about the inmer cenf icis;
etec,

Scme friends. |
7t is hard to give an example, It has boen goimg on all the time,
It was less relisble than the radio. Thot is, imsofar as fereiin
news uere ceacerned: foreign news were vsually transformed by
wishful tirinking, the starting poimt was something concrete, il
in the erd it had become what they weuld have liked to hear. I

usualiy didn't trust them. Information zhout tThe demestic mews,
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in gpite the foct that they were less casy to check, seemed to ne
more relishle, scmehow one felt it.

They were quite mixed, sometimeg FEEE rumer, sometimes facts,

. semetimes a combinstien of the two.

(8 £)

(8 g)
(8 h)
(8 1)

(8 3)

(8 x)

(8 1)
(9}

(9 a)
(9 vl

I rewember *'(:he Tumors which went avound &t the occasion of the
Geneva negotiations: pocople were saying that an sgreement had oen
reached and Iungary will be free,. Or onc covid often hear whils
Rakosi wag in power that he was dead, or e was killed; after o
had been set asilde. one perason wouvld say that he was seen on his way
o be hanged. and czanother pergon reported five minutes later thil

h2 was secrp riding im hip car, a2ll smiles and elegantly.ldf‘hsaed,
Same of thenm im the office, some of vhenm rmong my friends.

At emclusive gatherings ancng friends, hest and hestess taking “uras.
Yea. For ingtance thoge who were working with fereign companies
like SEF, IBM: also the newspaperumea.

With very reliable friends, pocsibly at the office, but mostly -
hone cubt of fear from denunciation.

Yen; for inrbence we had 3 clege friend ho returned frem Russia
frcem political imprisoament., but he never wanted teo tell amything
of his experience there. IlNeverthelegs, cther friende of mine ant
acquaintavcer asked me Lo have the opportinity to meet tThis man.

Ho., s

I had hardly cccasion to do this, though . would have been intercpted,
I: wes only sgelidom snd by chance that I picked up some informalticni
on these matters.

I listened to the radlo,

T vzs not intervegted in them.
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(9¢) I read the Economiste

(10) Hot at all,

(10a ) I could observe the falseness of the domesftic press in conmection
with fereign news by listening to foreign radio broadcasts; the
cpposito of what was said in domestic news was a matter of person«
al daily experience.

(10b) Yea, in 1956, an improvement was noticeable; between 1948, and
1956, the press was exclusively in the hands of the party, and it
wag unreliable.

(10¢) The movie announcements and sport resvlis.

(104) Foreign news and the announcements concerning the variomns resul iz
of productions Those were published always on the first pages of
the papers. Altegether there wers two dailies, the Szabad Nep
and the Eepagavae, the first the Farty organ, the latter that of
the itrade umnion. There wes not mauch % difference between the two.
There mas one evening peper, Esti Buda est, this was somewhat
better than the firat two. On the first sage of the Szabad Nep
there was the aditorial, which was also broadeast by the radio
gtation every morning. Alsc on the firsi page there were letters
to the Editor, and to "Comrade Rakosi," m foreign news, abuses
direotod against the West; there was a regular column asbout Party
1ife and Party instruction, then the so-called workshop oriticiam

production
dealing with such problems as why mrsd=maiid is flling behind and
ziving as a reason, for instance, that the "old management™ is

3till in placs, etc. The lest page was roserved for news items,
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announcementsg.
gports resultg, and movie SREOReRReIAx
N>, but otherwige, everything was guided by the same spirit,

(Gleichschglten)

Yes, from the summer of 1956 on, Up %11l then it was un-
beargble, after that time it became :o pophlar it became
hard %o find,bscause people bought 1% the moment 1t anpeared.,

criticiam wegime:
It contalned seriovs gmikksen of the =xaiem: they were
greeting by

against the hreabbrgxwidic ths word "rreedom® (MEIMZH
(ﬁlzabads:;.g), egalnst the custom of addreegsing beople
by "comrade®, they wanted to do away with the influence
of the party on literature, they reviswed books published
criticized

in the West, they &ozmx¥eed the Soviet, They started out
in the domain of art, but almost automgtically their cpri-
ticlsm took on g political cheracter,because the two can-
not be geparated,
Yoz, everybody was interested in the ¢vents, but also,at
ths saze time,there was a certsin apathy,

I3 1a very hard to mske g digtinction; I would rather say
that of certaln groups of society I cculdn't tell, for in-

stance the workers,

Through

Hurx foreifgn radio broadcasts,

source
BEcause I considered it as the only reliable sotymse of
nevgs
Partly from conversations, partly by foreign radlo,x

partly of my ovn experience,
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No.

Yag,

In the first place it was a matter o~ common knowledge,

Basides that I had a friend who was rent to a labor camp in
Rusgia, In,h‘act : & T:hink that he owes his liberation to my

husband- he wrote a letter, that is my husband, to Malen-

ﬁgﬂﬁkaa if 1t would bave been writtern by the mother of my
friend, Vithin 10 days from the reciept of this letter)he

was frided; from reconstructing the events,it seems quite
sure it wae as a result of this letter, However,he was very

reluctant to tell eny details , and it was only IEimier

iradVE£an$1

#£p5e that he would mention one thing or another. The names
Bulganin

of' Stalin and fﬁﬁm gounded allke tc the inmates of the

cemp?  that ie,®% provoked the same horror, However,it seens

that a’ter the death of Stalin the gituation was somewhat

ecsed. “he particular camp in which . ny BEEHEE friend wag

detalned was occupied atxz;;?econstnﬂation; the route

along which they were allowed to move in eonnection with

th{ﬁi;g?”k vag traced exactly for then and the slightest
EEEVIETISI®was conaldered as an attemp’ to escave., My

friend mentioned the case of someone who, xemk when carrying

an exceptionally long beam,was obliged to leave the prescrited

path by e few steps at a turn and yj¢ wae immedlately

shot %o death, Atrocities were common and food was bad,




(13b)
(13e)
(134)

(130)

(13f)

03g)

120 WAW PRETEST SECTION C MR Po go

I dign't believe it,

The North Koreans, of course, .
In the eyes of Rakosl, yes, because hs was striving for
natéﬁnal communieéé@ and tried to tske his place, As far
as:ﬁégzconcerned,he 1g of no interest and aéctually I wae
only glad to see that the gommunists are devouring each
other,

It goes much too slow,

WHY DO YOU SAY THAT?

The German Reamament 1s necessary to keep the Russlans in
che@k; the CGermans are the only people of whom the Bussiens
are afraid, This 13% out by the fact that in Eastern
Germany conditions gre relatlvely beiter, in order to countere
balance the prosperity in Western Germany,

I knew ebout 1t at the time; 1t is g pity that it was
suppreseed. It caused great anxiety in Communist circles,

I dldn't know very well of their activitles or what they wors
aiming at, I knew from the radlo that there is such a thing

a3 the Natiogal Committee, The 1it%le I knew was in eonnect. .

i és .
with emmlgrghimgxto the Unlted States, I didn't 1listen to

3peeches
thelr gpeewmima: it didn't matter,

WHAT DID YOU KNOW ABOUT THE UNITED NATIONS?

We knew of its orgenization, the papers wrote news in con-
nectlon with the Urnited Nations, mostly they praised the
vart played by the Soviet Union., In genersl, they didn't
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write againsgt the United Nations, on the contrary ,because
, Hungary ‘

they wanted?fo become a member, I wzsn't glad at all when

"Hangary became g member,because I felt that thereby the

Communist system in Hungary was offlcially acknowledged.,
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(1) First of all, free elections, For the rest, return of the
wms and factories into private ownership, with the
exception of mines, Communication, post. Another land re-
form, to abolish the stugld dwarf-farm ayetem(torg'ebix'bok)
on vhich farming is imposBible; to introduce a system of
middle and small estates:; no more Than 3 to 5000 acres
schould be returned to former land owners, larger estates
than that would be gbsurd, 1%t ig an outdated idea, Total
independence of artistic 1ife 5 there must be no aimg
introduced into it which are slien to the nature of art,

1'art giour 1lart, Besildes, al],thi- would happen by itself

toward
after the free elections, The frontiers Lward the West
should be opened, thers should be free traveling and free
exchange of culture; people are stmrved out for these things,
(1a) State control of the mines, Compulsory education; %he re-
réglme was taking very eeriously this question, they were
there was
fighting very hard sgainst 11literacy; /itey wese a minium
of & years oblightory school attendence, However, I donit
approve of the general scheol of 8 years as it 1s now;
In my opinion the last 4 Jears should be completely re-
organized.
OOL‘L 9
(2) Tes; of comes no anarchic parties with dictatorial gims,
However Communist partieg should be allowed; it ig much

better 1f they are out in the open and get about 3% at
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an election,.
Becguse thig ig the best way for a nation to manifest its
true wiashes,.
¥y previous answer implies that I consider it of the utmoet
importande,
Yo,
Yes, Everybody should be free to say anything,
the 8ravest
The suppression of spiritual freedom is of/BEFEIEEEF con-
gequence to a man's life, In spiritusl freedxom lles the
true greatness of a natlon,
This ig a difficulkt question:there are things which are
i
detgﬁhental to the gtate and there are others which are
government
detrimental to the powexwexsi; nothing that 1s detrimental
allowed
ehould be atowed to be sald against the former, In the past
Jears, for instance, nobody slandered Hungary, but it was
the government which was at fault and has been responsible
for what has been going on in Hungary. Even the Communistg
would say "our party and our government decided that etc,"
end not "our party and our state etc.",
Yes,
Yes,
Eecause there may be a goveﬁﬁenﬁ in power shich deserves
being attacked,
I don't think it 13 very esgential but maybe because of this
reason it should not be forbidden; it 1s in human nature
attractive
to find zkkramk what is forbidden; anything that 1s allowed

is not qulte '‘so interesting,



120 WAY  PRETEST SECTION I MR P. 93
soverelgn
(44) Yes, For instance, if the enweadear of another couzntry
would be expected as g guest and there would be rumors of

an attempt against his life,

(4e) Such terrorist system a8 we have been wiqspesaing in Hungary,
(5) Yes,

branches
(5a) There ar2 certaln fmuncest of industry vhich are better under

state control® bescause they czan be directed in a more un-
1form wayry,
WEY?

c

Because, for instance, 1t would be mcre condufive to EEX &~

chieve production corresponding to the égqg}remonts of the
general world marke’. .

(5b) I cannot define the difrerence,

(64) No, on the contrary,

(6) As far as I know, such 18 not the ecase with the exception
of the iron curtain countgries, My answer 1s no,

clothing unifora

(6a) Because the TNBXEXLEINE becomag nm&ﬁ@kithereby, and begideg
thet,the result ig Very poor quality,

(8b) I know of only one form of state ownership, the complete

factory plant
poesescion by the state of the fageizy or Hemkskep, Hierarch.

iecally there are the following steps :the enterprige 1s

nmanaged by the manager who has been gent out to thig nosition
el

by the party, and who reg&ﬁ?%s his orders from the section

ministry
chief of the corresponding induatzy, the seotion chie?
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receives his orders from the minister, the minister from
the party and the party from Mescow,

It should remein in privete ownersinip.

Y8,

It is necessary to the proper develorment of agriculturs.
Tobaceo; in general agricultural products.

Food stuffs, clothing, articles produced by craftsmen, in

goneral consmmars® goeds.

(8)I% leads to tho bankruptcy of economic life,

Bocause it is impossible to time and coordinste on the level
of production all the branches of cconomic 1ife as it is re=
quired by goverament planning in Plueprint. Begides, it
disregards the reguirements of the market, it ignorses the
demand and supply, or it produces, and proizces and PTro=
duces, becanse the plan prescribes & certain amount to be
produced for & certain period of timee. The atoraévaro

always full of things that nobedy wented or which didn't

suit the particular region, and whatever wso needed always
happened to be not availadlce

Sce answer tov sub=question (82).

I think it was more or less the gane; maybe in Russgia the
situation was somewhat better, due to the ifzat that the stand-
ards of the popvlation were so ilow, that any article which ap=-

pearsad in the ctorss were bought up with ploasure, whether
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shey were needed or note It is also sailid that the Soviet
has greatly improved its own market through import from the
Jatellite countries; the best of what was produced in the
gatellite countriea had to be exported to Russia.

HOW DO YOU XWOW THIS?

These thinge were talked about. Also in my office, the
SGtate Folks Ensemble, there were artists who visited Russia
and they would tell us about their experisnces.

ot applicatle.

The first improvement occurred during the first premiership
of Imre Fegy whe reintroduced the issvarce of licenses to
graftsmen. From 1954, thers was a continous tendency of
relaxation vhich could be felt in every bhranch of industrys
Hitherto unavailable goods reappeared on the market, in the
newapapers there were articles written ¢u the subject of
consumer goods. On the other hand, the rogime made every
offort to insure the fulfillment of their different plans:
“he so=celled "Plan disoeipline” was ontlined in special

decrees and observance thereof wes imposad with great

severity. DPolitical amd technical menagors were held respon-

3ible for the failure of fulfillment.

Teso

L canaot explain why, but in my eopinion this iz goedo
Hee

{Respondent's question): In whet countrics? As far as
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guarantee
ﬂknow, only Communist countries claim to Fuarveendge work
guarantee

for everyone, hcwever this sguamenmhers: doesn't extend to the
fleld of work, in other words, that everyone could work in
hig or her own E&g; I'm against i%,

(10a) Because anybody whgééqwilllng To maks some efforg, or who
has some talénts, will manaze to succeed in g way which
sults him best; whereae the state would place people into
Jobs as openings occur regardiess of whether the Job 18
sulted to the perscn's qualificatlons, physieal conditions,
personal conditione, etc, In fact there were state em
ployment agﬂneies, and if a person would not accept the
first job that was offered to him, ths agency would become
dleinterosted in him and make no further efforts to find
another job for him,

(106) Performing my work to the best of my abllitg, wéth no po--
1iticel compromise whatsosver,

(110 Naturz1ly.

(11p) Private life, .

(11a) It is implied in the notion itself,

(12) Yes, .

(120) Thyge duties of a citizen *hich are accepted g8 such ;;;;:ggout
thz2 world,

(12¢,d4,e) Yes,

(12r) This 13 true of all goveé&anaﬁhich exist wupon the basig of

free elections,

(13) Ho.,
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(14) From 1937 to 47 1% has improved s from 47 to 57 1%t has
partly remained unchanged, partly it has deteriorated.
(14a)  Yes.Up t311 1947, both 1ts avallability and quality,

(14b) Yes, the workers and peasants. _
(14¢) %khink that a personal physlqan is e:fﬂer.
(144) I approve of health Lnsuranoe,beeauen of fres hosnitalizaticn,

(gﬂﬂhﬁnﬁ &£ one recieved free hospitziization for three montha)
and tecguse of free medicine Bupglies; this was carried out
adequately 111
very skequake¥yx 1n general; up EIR 1955,1t was entirely freco
of cherge, after 1955, one had to pey 5% of the value of the
physlcians

m3dicine.On the other hand,the treatuent given by the physionye

was of poor quality, mostly because “he doctors were overcnn”ged,
thelr being overcharg::

G4e) There were physiclans who in spite of thementmg ewkyxsy w5E:

had rsmained very consciencious, Ansther exception, but

from a different point of view, eaﬁ;:ﬁed for the party

functlonaries and cutstanding member: of artistic life:

they had their own hospitals, they rccievea speclal med-

ical treatment, and there was no such medicine which wouldn't

be avallable for them,

(148,') NC-‘o
(15) Vider groups have the opportunity, and different groups
from those of 20 years ago.
occcurred
(15,) Because of the changes which have eec:imed in the distribution

of income.
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I have ro real basls of Comparison,tecause before the war
I was 8t111 a child,

Yos,

It depends on the income,

Bot always,

In 8o far as the avallablility of the:ztres is concerned in
general,km cities and towns were betier off; on the other

Touxr: mg Theatar Campany
hand, there was also the s0-called Biriimsiiads e Pty

which was very good¢, Its headquarters were in Budapest:
throughout
they would fo #hmmnt the country by buses and taking along
all the necessary etage accessories, As to the ability to
afford, I can only repeat that the dc &3@1?9 Tactor was
ircomo; on principle,anybody could £ to the theatre, 1t
depended on their family and financigsl oonditionqetoe
Noo, From 1940 t1111936 1the gituation was continuoudkly
deteriorating, In 1956, some lmprovercnt could be 6bserved,
Irmediately after the Revoluflon,the situation became very
good, many iteme hitherto reserved for export, made their
appearence on the market; as the reg;gme tightened its
grip, coeditlions became gradually wor:s,
There wae a epeclal food store for minietere and high party
officials,whare they could get almost everything~ it was
oailed the Catering Supply Enterprise (Randezzeny Ellato
Vaﬂlﬁlat) It was locatéd in a small side street,but it wes
filled with cars all the time , becaus: the wives of the
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géﬁhsters went there to do their shopping, In general,
people didn't even know of its exls;g:ggé it was by chance
that I heard of it, Factories ang FUZKENSHE also had their
own foodstuff supplies which they d’stributed among the
workersg ﬁsniégg regular price as saei by the government,

In general, apart from the gbove mentioned an;gory of
ministers and high party officiala,everybody had the same
osportunity, it was a matter of how iuch money one hgd,

8%¢ answer to sub-question 4,

Noo, Zspeclally from 1948 on, the coniltions were %5;;;@;%%
bad, There were people who were wel! dressed ~= 1t was again
a mat$er of money, Some of the famous dresg_makers recieved
materials from agbroad., A woman's dross mede from such
material would cost about 1600 to 2000 forintg,

On the basis of my own persongl expei‘lence,

Thoee who made much money dressed woll, Income was the

decisive factor,

Ne o
in
Because the natlonalization resulted in g fall-back 6 the
induatry.
development of tiwryimdusbainix veswings
Ne.

Everything should bs different,
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(19) They should be diesolved,
(19a) o,
(19b) No,
farms
(19¢) The land belonging to the present state XEWEK should be die-

tributed among peasantse who are really good at farming; insofar
ag collzctive farms are concerned, each peasant should get

back th2 land with which they joined the collective farm$.

(192) Saa answer to subquestion (19¢),
(19g) Yes,
(19n) I have heard that there are cooperaiives in Denmark; they

cdon't s2em to be practicable in Hungary, I don't think that

the peasants ocould come to an agreenent,

(191) The sta%e, ,
(20) They should be mmdm naintained,
(20a) Mo, they should becore private enterprises.
(20b) Yo, _
(204) I don't know,
(20e) Yes,
(21) T don'% xnow enough about the problem %o be able to answer the
cuestilon,
vig=d-vie
(21a) They should represent the interests of the workers/simmmsrdzn

'i-O
the employers,, In respect to wages,, measures and equipment
f£orr the prevention of
TIXFFRFENEX accldents,
{21b) %t ehou’.d be entirsly lndependent.
(21c) Fembership should ne% be compulsory at all.

(214) Faying membership feas should be the only obligation,
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Ten percent of our salary was withheid for membership fees;
fhere were numerous meetings and attendance was compulsory .,
Vhile the trade union was entirely subordinated to the Party,
it funciioned as an organization,

I don't know, I didn't quite underst:nd their purpose even
vhen I wvas in Hungary,

They were formed by election, I don't know anything else

about them,

I don't xnow,

The factory should be managed by the owner and he should be
respensible to the shabeholdera.

Those wko have committed anything improper like denunclations,
ete, shculd be brought to trial and should be sentenedd acocrd-
ing to éggigrime o mmmy vsrious prison terms; as to the rest,
nd impertant positions should be glven to them,

Sae answer above,

They should be tried and imprisoned :ccording to their guilt,

How about Ger¥ or Rikoszi? I didn't think of %lem when I heard the

(22¢)

question. They are more than Just loaders, they formed the
Suprens leasdership of the Party. In%o this category would
fall all the Central Committes membe:rs and the Cabinet Members,
They should all be hanged imnediately. They do not deserve

to have a trial, There are,hovever, other office holders whe

ies

cen be considered as leaders, such ac Party Secretarys,
formerly

menagers, Presidents of the Sovietg(i&ﬁmﬁxxmagistrates;

megistracies were called Soviets).
They chould be also brought o trial, but they can expect more

lenlert sentences, sonething like 5 to 6 months orison terms.
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Most of these people have gomething on their consecience,
Petty officials are for instance personnel ehiefs;'leading
ideologlsts":axtached to the management as a kind of
secratary, and if an employee would venture to ask for a
salary raise, the leading ideologist would explain and pProve
ggﬁ ideological arguments that such a request is quite unnc -
egssary; officlal in charge of"dogma"ihe was resnonsible for
the polltical education of the perscnnel; trade union activ-
1ets; librarians; eports leaders:they were attached to the
MIK, and called in people for tests or various sports;
cultural. entertalnment leaders, This was the regular outfit
cf the petty pm Party officlals in eveny place of employmeni:.,
I have particularly amusing memoriet in connection with the
cultural entertainmen’ leader; he wac responsible for organ-
1zing local choirs, dance groups, etc. Hig functions also
inclufed. procuring theatre and movie tickets, In praectice
this meent that he was trying to force on people theatre
tickets to Russlan or propaganda plavs at the regular prics,
Movie tickets, to Russian £ilms of courege, were Swike much
clreaper, a forint aplece. Fe was able to keep records on
p2ople as to who and how often Tleow bought ticket s,because
one didn't pay for the tickets in cazh,but they were carriacd
o7er %o the payroll as deductions, “o what we did was to
buy quite often movie tickets, and o7 course, we didn't go,
1% was vorth a forint to gs to be sure to have &rky® empty
geats in qpe theatre; when he wou%d_inQuire why we didn'¢
go to the movies, we would try to glva some plausible excuge

like momentary illness or an anvointrient +with the doctor or
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3ome family excuse, Vhen he would approach us with theatre
flckets, then we could reply in good consclence, we knew hso
had the record, that we had bought "so many“movie tickets

that we cannot'afford"now to go to the theatre... .

“hey should not be allowed to occup;” important positions.

Every effort should be made to re-educate them,

Some of them should be hanged; othe:'s should be sent to

forced labor camps in Siberia, On %16 whole, they hardly
deserve to have a trial. 411 this for the members of the

AVH, Members of the police should be considered as an entirely
¢ifferent category. In every case they should be tried befcre
e court and acquitted or sentenced eccording to the findirce

et the trlal. ;

I can't think of anything else.

Unfortunately there were numerous irnstances of mob violences
(Népltélet) againsgt members of the AVH and Party functionaries:
in villages Party Secretarics were ehot to death, I mysel?
heard of a case whare a person shot “ive or six Party officizls
in a workshop; later on, after the Rugeian intervention, one
day he was fcund dead in the street,

Thae Communiste concidered ecucation nfl as of very great
importarce. In high schools there w-s much and difficult hnome
7ork, the school children were overburdened; 6a the whole

the instruction had & very strong Conmunigt coloring., 4Acadenic
ssandards at the unlversity level have become rather low;

oie can say that standards have becorne lower in general,

a
Communist education didn't give as vide/cultural basis
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as pre-War high schools., However I am not particularly
familia» with these problenms,

I don't xnow,

Cpportunity for study was not equal for everybodyy mgmmmiins
efter the mfighh eighth year of general school, children of
riddle class background found 1t difficult to get admitted
to Gymnasium, As I have mentioned i+ before, it was extremoly
difficult for middle-class vouth to obtaln admission to
universities.

Very bad,

Very important,

There should be parochial schooleg,

Yag,

Ny,

Y28, in order to be able to grant tuition free school atten-
dance to children in need, to modernize school equipment,
Yog; I think 1t ie essential from the point of view of

8oiritusl education,

N')o
. king
The 2doption of Christianity by the first Eimk of Hungary,
S5, Stepaen; the Tertar invasion; the 150 years of ocCupation
War of Indopondence

by the Turks; the Z:TEIXENSH of 1848; the settlement with the
Hapsburgs in 1867 (dn=ghobm Ausgleicl:); the First World War;
the Commanist Regime of 1919; the Pecge Treaty of Trianon

in 1920; 3Second World War 1939 to 1940; from 1945 on the
Rugsian occupation, There were outetanding personalities

both in the domain of art and science, Ik ksubzth I SHE
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gomint of xxky Znd Erkumuey The greatest contributlon of
Eungary to the culture of the West iz That she shielded mirin
the West with her own body against sttacks coming from the
Fagt,

I don't know, I was a child before ine Yar,

Since 186% there was a great prosp3rity.

I don't know,

Yes,

Broadly speaking yeb; it is true thit part of the peasantry
was perhaps worse off than peasante Ln other parts of the
vorld during the sam2 period of timc. Due to the fact that
great fortunes were concentrated in single handa, owners of
such great fortunes mhmmbd showed interest in industrlall:zation
and were willing tq meke important ‘nvestments; they founded
distilleries, suger factories, milk model farms,

"or me personally it was very good; there was freedom of
apeech and free press, and financlaily memm we were very wsll
0f?f, We could afford everything we wanted: beautiful home,

servants, good schocls, vacatlons a oad, ete,

jIGSe

The part of Hungary in the Second Yorld War should have been
already

something similar to that of Czecho:lovakla, if far BEvEEFHTAR

e couldn't remain neutral; by no moans should have Hungary
heleonged to the Berlin-Rome axis. 'ccause the large majority
of the population rejected Naziesm Jist as they have rejected
Jommuniem. Because Hungary has alw:vs belleved in 'estern

cilture and feels herself psrt of 1it.
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(26n) The year of 1944 was the most terrible of all. The German
occupation on the 12th of March and the dreadful political
persecutions and persecution of the Jews that followed,
constant alr raids, sending Jewe to death camps, military
losses on the Rugsian front, severe restrictions of food
suppliecs, the so-called Russiagn libaration and the siege
of Budapest, Betwesn 1945 and 1947 reconstruction began
at a mamm@im remarkeble paes, aqﬂ important rise in living
standards was noticsable, lncomes became stabilized through
the stooping of inflation, earningc in general were relatively
good, Tree competition was inforced in the trade and even
foreign capital began to show interzet in Hungary. All the
conditlons of a better 11fe were given to be systematically
ruined by the Communists, Th;h, the years between 1944 snc
1947 ware lees good than the late Thirties, better than
lggkulagé, and incomparably better than the years which
followed 1947,

(27) Yes, They are courageous, stralght forward, generous, opetr
to culsure, patriotic; they are not practical, and they zie
undigeliplined.

(27a) Yes; bacause the Germans are disciplined, prastical, and
rather gtiff,

(27b) Yes; they are lazy, undlgeiplined, silly, mistrustful,
cowards, boastful,

(27¢c) Yes; they are very nractical, materialistic, very realistically
minded, friendly. ) )

(274 Yes; they have lost ;é;;their gincerity,
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Yes, to a certaln extent,

No,

I would consider excellent a Pan-European sgolution,

Perhaps yes, but at this mmem momen® 1t is not interesting
to the nation,

I don't want to go into this now.

From an ideological point of view)the Rugsiang, from territorial
point of view’nobody.

No,

iima Hea above,

No,

I don'% know, .

I don's know,

Well., There are no words to describe the way in which they
received the refugees.

I don't know,

I would say in a mixed way: there ziways has been aﬁri;semitigm,
sometines slight, sometimes stronger; I'm afrald it has become
stronger lately.

Yes,

I could approve an alliance only with Austria,

Similar to the setup during the meorarchy, but in the form of
a republlc, )

See _ answer to (2%a),

I hate them, I only know them from a distance,

I don't Xknow,

Probably,
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I don't believe so.

No .

We hoped they were better than they proved to be.

Their btmhaa become evident beyond every doubt,

I hated them; I was sorry mimmmeme for those who were said
to have behaved decently, bec2use . knew what fate was
walting for them: death or forced labor camps,

I don't know very much about it; I hated the regime so much
that I was not interested in its thsory and I didn't read
books nor did I go to political semlnars, From the 1little

I know about i1t I think that it is out-of-date, because the
goals Tor which Marx fought in behslf of the workers, such
as an elght-hour working day and other soclal achievements,
have been accomplished; m from what I have been able to observe,
what 13 promised by Marxism, is being realized by capitalicm.
Nothing,

Everything,

From digcussions with my friends,

No,

I couldn't define 1%t of course, but I have the feeling that
they have changed 1t to sult their own purpoéea.

I am completely hagmmmmémebom@ igncrant about 1t; my attitude
is nurely emotional, dictated by heired.

I don't know,

I don't know,

Ag far as I know they are not.

I don'% know anything about Marxiem, but I think that
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one 2xcludes the other.

(31k) To 1ive and to let others live (Leben und leben lassen).
In the spirit of freedom, without ha®ped.

(31 1) Hé is a Titoist, that is a National Communist.

(82 32) Yes. To rule in & country accordinz to Communist

prinoiples without Soviet interference.

(32a) fes, I think so. But in the free siections they would
have been defeated. They would hav: obtained & very small
numbear of m; mostly writers and students were National
Communists; the workers wsre Social Democrats, they had.
cnough of Communism, that's whaz wh’ National Communism
would have been defeated,because th: workers would not
have voted for them,but for the Soc.2l Democrats. Of
course, there were writers who econsiitently refused to
cooperate with the regime, such as ;iron Tamési, and every
effort to win him over to %their sid: was doomed to failure:
they asked him to write prefaces %o his works but he refused
and after that they completely igno:ied him and he lived in
great misery; another writer who re’used to cooperate was
Laszld Nemeth, and Jeno Heltal . Among the National
Commaaist writers were Gyula Hay, Bola Tlles, Peter
Fuezka, Zoltan Zelk, Tamas Aczal . As a matter of
fact, Xkax the last named,Tamés Aezol » hag recelved
ﬂ?alin Prize and cther Communist or.zes,and to my great

curprise I heard that he 1s now in <he United States.
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There was even an article published about him in the Com=
inH fg (Fepszahadsdg) ip
muniet newspaper in er the title "What reasons may “amas

Aczel Thave to be dissatisfied with us?" T also heard

Writera®
first hand information of a stormy mesting in the '

Tnion
' after ths suppression of the revolution which

clearly showed the opposition to the newly imposed regime,
There wes a Party representative whe called upon the writers
to evaluate in a "constructive" fashion the revolution; his
speech was received in deadly silence. When the speaker
called for comments, one of the writers, namely Peter

words
Kuczke, made a2 bricf commeni in woEd which wouldn't

kable.
bear printing, but the meaning of which was unmistaBzisfims

It was received with great cheers an’ the Party representea--
i
tive, firghtened, left the meeting hzll in a hurry,

(32b) Sse ansver above. What they wanted was that the Russians
would leave the country, they wanted an independent Hungary.
(32a) I cannoct anprove it because 1t§§§§x-;t National Communism.
(324) Y2s, like Imre Nagy.
(32e) Yos,
.(55) Yos,
‘ (33a) Neutral FHungary, free elections. He would have had no other

choice. The ‘pvolution which he undsrwent was eviédent during

the feow days muak¥d® while the revoluilon could meintain it-

$one
si2f. His ey changed from day to day.
(34a) Good.
(34b) Good,

(34a) Bad,



(344)
(34e)
(34f)

(34g)

(34h)

(35)

(36a)
(36Db)
(360)
(364)
(36e)
(367)
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Bad.

Good (if 1t comes from the West)

Bad.,

Good.

Good.,

Do you mind ~ explaining why you think so?

a. Itgkims to raise the living stanards of great masaes
are very %ﬁﬁﬁ?"

b, It eerves the interests of the p:onle in the colonies;
it 1s gradually disappearing, bui T am not sure whether
this 1s to the advangate of thes: peovle.

¢,d. I don't believe I have to comm:nt on these after

what I said previously.

e, See (b).

Lo Bacauaeﬁggé;%kit there 1s the Communist Party of the
Soviet Union.

g. Because privete capital and private enterprise are of
great importance both in industry and trade.

h. It is & very impertent stratum ol soclety.

I think so, more or less.,

Lass.

Less,

Mueh less.

Yuch less.

Mueh less

All the professionele cannot be put nto one catagory; the

teachers and lawyers got less, the phvsicians and engineers

got more.




(36g)
(36h)
(361)
(36))
(38k)
(361)
(37)

(33)(a)
(380)
(380)
(384)
(38e)
(38¢)
(33g)
(38h)
(381)
(38)])
(38k)
(39)
(39a)
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More.

Much more.
Much more.
Much less,
Much less.

Much less.

SECTION T MR pagys

All the aBove groups were worse off during the Communists

with the exception of the artists and agtors and of course,

the Party membera,

However, the la®ter was a new catagory

created by the Communist regime,

Coinecide,
Conflict.
Conflict.
Conflict.
€enf Coincide.
Conflict.
Coincigde.

I don't know.
Colneilda.
Conflie%.,
Coinclda,
Nobody,

Everybody.

Do you have any thoughts in connection with another war?

Unless the Unlted States be attacked. she will not sta

satellits

a war. On one side tThere would be the Russiana and BEFEEIEE

atates, the latter would have no othor easiee choice at the
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beginning; on the other side there ould be the United
States and Western Europe; "est and Rast Germany would
immedlately be reunited. Communist China would join
Russia, but I em not sure of this. For the rest, I
have no idea. There is no doubt as o the West winning
the war, I oan easily imagine that:'f?& two or three atom
bombs would be dropped in Rugsia, treoy would lay down
their arme. As the Western armies would approach, the

satellite
i states would join them,




(1a)

(1b)
(1c)
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I slncerely hove that from what I heve said in this
interview, whether with irony or deep earnestness,
there will be a picture emergipg for those who will
eventually evaluate this material of the Hungary of
the vast twelve years. In veew of this hove which I
have Just expressed, I consider thies interview very
useful,

I hope very much.

I think you should beweré of forming an incorrect
pleture on the basis of misleading information.

How do you think we may mun the risk of getting
migleading information?

I cannot healv of think_ing of Tamés chél, for instance.
He 1e an opnortunist Communiet,%ka% but very much so.
There maybe aleo some students o&ss vho don't see the

gltustion quite clsarly. In general, the attitude

which claims that Hungary pursued the goal of National

Communism during the revolution is completely wrong.

5 1s\possible thet there were quite unimportant
grours which so desired, but they would have been

sveot away by the overwhelming ma jority whose wishes
were different. Communism 1s utteriy discredited, no
atterpts ehould be made tc establish it under whatever
form that mey be. I was thinking of these sortsof things

when I was svoeaking of misleading information.
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(14) %ee, because for many of years, this 18 the first time xisiu
'ﬁrz;ople may talk freely of these problems.

(le) The questions I just have been asked nrove to me that those
responsible for the project are surr:*isingly well-informed:
I have been impressed by their awareness of all the nhases
of life under Communism. I think everything waee covered
by the questions.

(2) I think we talked of everything; If T have to comment, I
would rather say that there were too meny questions, or
mapbe just repetitious a few times. On the other hand, T
was very much impressed that people here would know about
such things as "shon triangle" or "conciliation committees®.

. (2a) Only to visiting.

(3) I think 1t might be interesting to recad the issues of the

Communiet paper Népazabadség which appeared after the re-

valution.
(32) I cannot think of anything else.
{3v) Yes, I should like %o write about my experiences, maybe

in the form of a saoript for moving pietures. I always

wanted to write fictlon, poetry, or -ven drama.




