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(Irterviewer's note: This is an "A" type of int%rviuw. According
to the rules of the "A" type interview the answers of the respon-
ornt)ara not structured, but given in the uequence as told by
him.

(1) - Wher. the Americans interrogated me after my arrival in
2 o Austrig,one American asked me why did we. make s Revolu-

tion when it looked hopeless right ffom-thq'boginhtng.
fﬁﬁ»gfi?“Fy answer was: We did not care about tho ooneequcnuaa.
| "The Revolution wasapsychological neeeasity for tht
dron. It was a spontaneous manifestatian of tbt'lnti-
Ruasian sentiments of the Hungariana._'n do not waat
anytbing 1n common with the Pussiana. There arn tdb
' many great differences between the Rusaiana an& fhc
Hungeriana. The Hungarian whether he goea to chnfqh or
7 ‘;inot is religious. The Ruaaians are material\stie. S%
wn&lthe way the Western countries are materialiutio‘in their

.?;.way of thinking too. However, there is one. g:aat dit—
'iference, the Western countries are richer. The gruat
 miateke of the Hungerian middlecluaa beforo thn'Rcvolu-

tion was that it attributed idealistic tendoneien to the
West. The Hungarian middle class believed thet 1£ the
country will move against the Russians then America

| will 1nterfere. From a strictly political point of
| view it was a stupid conception, but it was modivatad

by icdealism. This is why a touch of human sm charac—
terized the whole Revolution. Thoae people uho had

been just freed from the clutches of the AVY, did not
/
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want to take any revenge against the AVO during the
Revolution. At the present time the AVO pay back that |

humanism with mass arrest of Hungarians.

The Communist writers, the workinz class, the widdle
class, and the peasantry were the most important
groups in the Revolution. Each of them had :i%: own
motives which turned then against Ccmmunism. The pea-
santry was anti-Communist right from 1945, even the
poor peasants who got land in 45 were for the Party for
one year only. By 1946 the poor peasaits were disil-
lusioned because of the land policy o;ufhe Communists.
The working class had expsrienced a great improvement
in its situation up to 1950. This was the time when
good chances of social advancement opcned before the
workers. After 1950 the norm was coansiantly indreésed
and the pay lowered by the Communists. The Communist
preachers of coursé explained thit we kave now better
machines and the rpoductivity hal to bé'increased; But
altogether the working class becime filled with a.great
discontent. The main start to the Revolution was given
by the Communist writers and they were modiveted by
the 20th Congrese of the Party. They were Communiéta
but now they received en official permiséisn to cvi-
ticize freely. In the minute wher the power of Rakosi
became shaky the writers began to publish their cri-

ticism in the columns of the Irodilmi Ujsag. I can
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tell you one interesting story about the popularity of
the Irodalmi Ujsag. As the first one in our office I took
e cope of the Irodalmi Ujsag into the office in January
1986 end read it there during lunch time. My coileague
sitting next to me came over to me looked at the Paper
and asked:"whatis in that newspaper?" In HMarch of the same
year my friends in the office were already reading the

paper ard in lunch time we got together and discussed its

“content in a low voice. In August of the'dama year almost

everybody was reading the Irodalmi Ujsag qnd its articles
were openly discussed. Finally another decisive influence
came from the Poznan events. After June 1956 most people

had the feeling that the days of Communiat rule 1n thgary

o " are counted.
(2¢)
: .'.thougbt that a turning point was right there. Thih waa

As a matter of fact there were several aventa when people

the case in 1953 when Nagy Imre formed hia governmnnt.
At thet time everybody knew that he became the primn mi—
nister because of the general economic bankruptoy of the
country. However, everybody expected a very great changeo
Then optimism disappeared and optimism retnrned again at
the death of Stalin. When I heard of the death of Stalin
I bought two bottles of wine and we had wine with our
dinner at home. Then this period of optimism vﬁnishad
again. Actually this is a characteristic of huw the
Hungerians do politice. They are filled with an excessive

amount of optimism. In our great optimism we wanted a
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world war in order to get Hungary libersted. This o timisnm
is 8%ill alife in Hungary. Just & few days ago I net a
I'ungirien ledy who ceme to fisiﬁ ter relstives in Gernany.
She told me:" The German ar&i&%?flibervte Hangary".

See above,

The major factor leading to the Revolution wes of psy-

cnolories]l netnre. An exanple will explain this psycho-

——

logy. <hen ny son at the #gc of six went to school for
the first time I told him:"Ily son, in the school do not
say one word of those things you heard here &t hone, be-
cause in this ccse your father will be jeiled." On the
first day of his school I hed to teach my son to lie. Of
course, ours was a reactiosnary femily and we snoke freely
before the children., I know of many families where the
parents did not dare to talk before their children and
finally there was a third tyve of gamilies narticulerly
in the working class where the varents sent their .chil-
dren into the piosneer movement or into the partisan
association. Everygody was lying. For examvle, the ge-
nersl maneger of my office was a big-nouth Communist

who delivered Perty line speeches at wvery onccasion. But
everybody knew that he was wearing the cross under his
ghirt and went to mass in a suburbd of Budapest on every
Sunday. The 10 000 000 people of Hungery iere 10 660 000
actors. Perhaps the peastnt clags was the only social

class of *he country which remained sincere, frank and
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followed e TEullStiC policj The peasant claee knew in-

.deed how te deel with Oomnuhiem. In the minute when the

system ineured & certeln rreedsm 9 the peaeante they

aeved: uoney. in tha ninute when the Communiata bnﬁan thedr

tepror on the eanntry-oide %he peesints’ begun. the aﬁbo-
tare. 154 of - the land of Hungery was uncultivated and the

.vine verﬁe Jf the country Wefe ﬂeqtrhyed Otherwise

. evervbbhy Lheeted. It waa imﬁoseible {9 work honeatly In

ouy effiee for exemple, ohe engineer received s plsnning
job _na accorﬂ1ng to- tﬁe norme he ‘had 15 finish 4t in 10
houre Csneeauently ha prepared a very \oor nlan. Szte11n~
varoe is gigent1c exampie pf poor nlanningualt needed
ron ore imported frow nhxh: china and tko raw. iron coat
mnra in Sztalinvaros tham the finished goads would hare :
¢st in Vienne. The treetor etatione were tnother oxample'

of bad or rather failed ﬂlanning. They were instullad nat

'fer the benefits of - the Hungerian tractore. bat with the

intention af hPV1ng statiohe in’ war time whee the Hheaian
tanke cen be repairéd ' _
There was no effic:..ent éontrol 111 Hungary. One muéﬁﬂé‘ -
dlfference between the Efficient control of’ A1£rican

business management end the terrer of the boviet ewetem.

The efflcient control 08 the husmneen mane@ement can be

L

.meint51ned for eny time, but terror must lque heve en

end or it muet breek ‘down. _
During the demonstretiane of Octeber 23rd 1t wes. on the

lipe of the neople whet wes on their mind. Thet is why
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it becezme a Revolution. People spoke up.

(3f) Tobody opsosed the Revolution. On October 24th the Party
secrebiry of our office sedd:"It iu &« crime t.at the
Russiars shoot the Hungariens!" It vas wonderfu' to hear
it

(3g) Few People were neutral, It is wrong to say thet al t0se
neonle who did not fight were neutr=l. Almost every-
body wes for the Revolution, but 414 not take un arms
because he wes not thatlkind of nerson. A T72-yeer old
nan living MY L REXEREEXRAnsE xR herz  xexXxyed next coor
to us was Tull of fire #nd called the Ilevolution the
grestest days of his life,

(3h) "hose which demznded the evacustion of llungary by the
Russieans.

(31) Very much so.

(4) I di¢ not narticipete actively in the Revolutioz and
I di¢ not even see many of the events because I lived
sutside of the main part of the city. On Tuedday, Oc=-
tober 2%rd about 11 a.m, I was at the firm Vilesz on
a official visit. The boys there told me thet the stu-
ients were preparing a great demonciration on the same
afternoon. A radio set wgs put on in the office and
while we were talking it announced that the lijnistry
of Interior prohibited the demonstration. The boys in
the office immediately told me thel the demonstration

#ill be held whether with or ageinst the permission
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of the ﬁiniéter of Interior. Then I returhed to my

own office in the Vas utca end told the boys there

whet I had just heard. A few of us wanted to see the
demrstration end at 2 ﬁ.m. we left the office and

we't to the Rakoezi ut. The street wes crowded with so
mny pa2ople that it was difficult to move. In the center
')f the street a huge crowd was marching with national
flags. ‘e joined the crowd end marched through the
largit hid to the Bem statue. During the march we could
observe the change %rn the attitude of the crowd. it

the besinning the slogans shouted by the merching crowd
were rather moderate. For examnle, they shouted:"./ho

is Hungarian keeps with us". "Put cut the National
Flag". “"Lvery nation's soldier should go to his own
counfry". Then many working peobdble coming from the
' Vaci ut joined the crowd and the attitude became more
extreme. An older worker was marching on ny side and
shouting repeatedly:"Children we will beat the scoundrels
to death"! When we recched the Bem statue a young man
shoused:"We do not .want this weapon here". He grabbed
one lag, cut the Russian weapon out with a pocker knife
hnd hrew the weanon on the floor and stepped uvon it.
His exemple was followed and the Russian emblems dis-
anpeared. One could see everywhere the Hungarian flags
with the center cut out. Later, Veres Peter delivered

a moderste speech znd after some olLher speeches the

crowd begen to dispesse. Then some young peoble began

o |

- ——lii
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t6 shout that the.crowd shduld merch over to the Perlia-
nent Sqdare &nd démonstrate agginst?the government. The
idea was liked by everyﬁody end the¢ crowd begen to march
towerds the Yossuth Bridge. I folloﬁéd the crowd and
slowly we réachéd the Parlisment Square. There was &
huge crowd there shouting different slégans. They wanted
Fagy Imre. People were milling around and shouting. For
the time being nobody tared about them. Obviously the
Revolution was not orgenized. The neople demanded Nagy
because he wes a symboly the symbol of everything which
turned egeinst Rakosi. There wes no leadership as there
was no leading cless in Hungsry. liindszenty was a priest
and not 2 politiciezn. Only the name of Negy remeined

as a symbol and 2 slogan. lle weas &n intellectual Com-
munist who saw the shortcomings of the system. A huge
crowd stood on the Perliement Square and the students
did not make up'more then 1/4 of the crowd. Everybody
joined the crowd, varticularly women. The old women
shouted against the Russians the most loudly. All kinds
of people were represented there «nd one could see that
everybody was against Communism. lle and my colleagues
from the office who belonged to the well-paid group of
engineers were united with the old women who lived on

a miserzble pension of 260 forints. I stayed there on
the P&rliément Squere for e long time and heard the first
words »f the speech of Fagy Imre. It was 8.30 by that

tine and@ I thought of my wife who might be anxious be-

o ——
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cause of ne. I went to a telephone booth standing &t the
‘iinistry of Agriculture and raﬁg her up., I told her
about the demonstration and suggested that she shodid
come to the Perliament Squere. 3he could not come Eecause
it wes the bedtime for the children =nd she told me to
come home. I went home., ‘e lived in our femily hone
owned by us and by our fether-in-law. e stayed up védry
late tat night. ‘e put on the r adio and listened to the
news. Later some neighbours came over to_discuss tﬁé
events, e heard about the demolition of Ithe statue of
53talin and heard about the battle zround the building
of the Hungsrisn Radio. I went into my office the next
morning, but nobody worked there. Those few people who
wented to do some vwork were versuzsced by the other ones
not 4o do anything. Fo strike was orgenizea &t theat
time, It was a spontaneous reactior of the jeople. As a
matter of fzect work stopped an October 23rd and on
Decenber 3th when I left the country nobody was working
yet. By the way, in the early hours of October 24th

the Russians were all over Budapest. I have giod resson
to believe that the ﬁussian ermy stztioned in Hungary
had been mobilized before October 23rd. I believe that
the Russians wented to stage a llungarian Revolution

of their own kind, but the planning of the Revoiution
Qlipped out of their own hands. If the Russians ¢(pposed
the Revolutior, thé university students could have never

made a demonstration. The Russiq% obviously wanted to
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make sone concessioas to the opposition existiﬁg within
the Hungerian Comrunist Perty. llowever, they could not
garry out their nlen because of the svontareous demon-
stration of the_Hunﬁarian masseé,liuter on, oh October
24th the Russian tanks wer% withdrawﬁ fyom the streets
of Budapést. The fights did not cease though. (n October
25th I wen' into the office together with e colliague

of mire. “he streetcars did not run anymore and we had
to walk f‘rom Bude. We came t0 the Tisza Istvan Strect
and reached the Building of the Hinistfy of Interior
which ‘s the former building af the Commercial Bank
when ve hesrd wit shoating. And coming from the other

end »f the street we made a right turn to the Vorosmerdy
ter &rd resched ‘he building of the Central City Ilall,
The buildirg of the City Hall wes survrounded by Russians
<nd we he .rd some shooting from the smell street on the
side of the City hall. Fihaliy we reached the Rakxoczi urx
end coirld see the destruction caused by the fights
there. The houses along the c~treet were budly de zitged.
The lectricg}nes were hanging down and were bhroken.
renile had to jump over them. Although théy. viere no-
moe Aive wire, eWerybody was afraid of them. Five
piesien tanks stood before the hotel Astoria. We hardly
;assed the hotel Astoria when we net a crswd of 2000
peonle marching from the direction of the National
Theatie. They carried a huge national flag covering the

whole width of the Rekoczi ut. ‘‘hen the crowd reached
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the Russizn tenks they stopoed &nd begen to shout in
Russi&sn languege, since neny of the liungariens snole
Russizn, They told the Ruﬂsians thet they were the Lung-
erien peonle &nd not Fascists. Soure other veonle sliouted:
“Down with Gersd". tThe Russizn soldiers listened taq all
those shoutings and they did not show any hostility. They

freternized with some of the kids following the ¢ owd &nd

]

a few 4ids climbed uposn the tenks and had & good time
there. Iinally the 5 Russian tenks turned and begin €o
move on the Xaroly Xorut towsrds the direction of the
wentern Railroad Station, The Hemonstr:ting mass followed
the tanks since the nass wented to reech the Carlieanent
Square. 1y colleague =nd I joined the mass &nd merched
with them. ‘‘hile narchipg with the crowd we noticed'thst
one of the Russian panzers mede a right turn &nd dis-
apneared. The 4 otﬁer ones were o8till merching at the
hecd of the cvowd. hen we reeched the Podmaniczii ut

we s&w one Rusuian tank stznding there in the interscction.
The crowd did not yet resch the intersection when this
Russien tenk let off a blest. It hit the anartment house
on the oprosite side of the Bajscy Zsilinszky ut and the
débris covered the whole street. e ducked in a store

and weited for & few minuted. Then we came out of the
storggzight in that minute another Russian tank let off

2 blasts one after the other. The crowd disperced aguin,
but still ready to go on with the march. A few minutes

later the Russian tanks turned around and drove away
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towards the direction of the Hosok Pere. The crowd re-
eppeered egein and contihued its merch on the Bafhhory
utea towards the Perliament Squere. By the time, my friend__
and I were cautious and did not join the mass but fol-
1y7ed them on the sidewalks. Finally we reached the rarli-
ament 3quere which wes full of peorle. We did not follow
the crowd towards the center of the Square, but stopped
under the arcades of the ‘lsnistry of Agriculture. The

erowd was so lergce that we could not see anfthing. liowever,
we learned that Russian tanks were stending at the 2 ends
of the Square. Then suddenly the AVO p20ple standing in
the vindows of the winistry of Agricultare opened fire

on the mass. The mass begen to run and the Russian t anks
orened fire too. I think, the Russians did xm#ik not want

to shoot the mass, but responded to the shooting coming
“rom the llinistry of Agriculture. ‘e ran tco and god

away without any harnm. This wes the beginniug of the

great massscre of the Parliament Square. 'y friend and I
did not wantlﬁt?return to the scene, but went home. On

the seme day Russian tanks closed down 211 the bridges

5f the Dznube for a few hours. It was imnossibla to cross
the Drnube. I leerned about it in the late hours of the
seme day from neighbours coming hone very belatedly. I
immediately decided that in the future I will not go

over to Pest, but shall stay with my femily in Buda, I
stayed in Buda for the follawing 5 or 6 days and lefy

home only when it was necessary, for examnle to get some



NO. 243 "p" INDRERVIMY SECTICN R JK p. 14

food. The food situetion becamE nretty bad. So one day

I went out to a village nesr to Buda and returned with
meat, milk, and other kind of food. I henrd of the events
thréusgh the radio or from the talk of the neighbours and
the soldiers stationed around our home. I heard of the

2 days of heavy fights on Octiber 26th and 27th. Thah

was the tire when atrocities were committed and AVO
peovle were lynched. I heard of one case when freedon
fightsrs went into the apartment building of the AVO peorle
on thée Tisza Istvan utca which was azcross from the li-
nistry of Interior and were looking for the AVO men.
They ceould not find the men so they threw one woman ang
a chiid out of the window, Such an z2ct must be understcod
in the atmosnhere of those days. The radio reneatedly
announced the manifesto of the government ordering the
fighters to put down their arms. It sounded very ridi~
culous since the dead line for nutting down +the arms
has been extended several t iries., Fobody put down the
arms. I those “ays the fight was carried on by the
working peonle who were the most bitter gzainst. the sy:-
tem. The fight was storted by the university students,
but educated people esre no good sdldiers and cannot con-
tinue a fight whan orffe started. The working people on
the other hand a2re difficult to stir up for a Revolu~
tion, but once they gre in a Revolutién they will not
give up fighting. The mass of the fighters were re-

cruited out of the working class., It is not true that
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there was any'antiwﬁgm;tiam during those fights. Although
the lezdershin of the Communist Perty wes backeéd by Jews
there wes no attlitude against the Jews. The present
Nungarian jropagenda is lying about the anti-Senitism of
the Revoluiion. It is lying in a very stupid way. It
agserte that the Revoluéion was steced by the anti-Semites
end by the azents of the American imverialists whkich is

a self-cortradiction. The repi g?ethe Revolution was the
8th, 9th, end 10th district of Budapest where working
people ard poor-class families lived. In the districts

of Bude 10 Tights took place. Those were the districts

of peovle in the better income classes. The famous Red
Csepel ought courageously against Communism. On the basis
of the fights the working elass won its right to direct
the efiairs of Hungary. The intellectuals had & great

pert i1 starting off the Révolution, but did not continue
it. Ex:ept for the ;tuden%s. gducated by the Communists
to be ;004 Communists, no othér intellectuals took part

in the Tight. On and after Kovember lst I wen?t into my
ofice a few times since money was given to the employeés.
At on: occesion perhaps on November 1st, the employees

in owr office built a 1ittlelﬁya, out of the Perty mem=—
bersnip books end burnt them. liost ol the tiue I stayed

in ind around our home. We lived on fhe Gellerthegy. Our
hore wes near to the Alkotas utca just about the main
nmilitary communication center called Sgiklaipzﬁont. This

wzs en important military communication center and




(5b)

(5£)

NO, 243 A" INTERVIE/ SECTICEK R JK p. 16

aceording to rumours the progkam_of the Ilyngarian radio
wes transmitted from thié nlagk after October 23rd.
Anyhow it wes closely guarded by soldiers of the llungarisn
arny who t ook position on the street and checked every-
body who passed by. Only peovle living in those streets
or having some other legitimate reason were permitted

to enfier those streets. This waé one of the reasons thet
kept home most of the time. The Hyngarian soldiers
gusrding the streets were friendly #nd we had many telks.
They told me that they would not sﬁoot on the Hungsarians.
zany of them took eivilian clothes and participated in

the fights.

work stopped on October 24th becausé transportation
stopned, The word of strike came up only on Oc¢tober 27th
or even later at the end of the week on a Saturday when
the negotiations of armistice with the Russians camne up.
On liovember 4th a real war hegan and 1aéfed up to No-
vernber 10th. There was no work again heceuse of the
fights of the streets. Tven efter thet people did not
work up to the beginning of December. They wgnt into
their offices and fzatories because the new governnent
threatened them. The czutious peonle begen to take up
work about the beginning of December.

A Revolutionery Council wes formed in our office and

I beceme the deputy chairmen of 1f. It was formed, if

I renember well, on October 26th when a few peonle came
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togetﬁer in the officeé. A colleegue ond I put together

the list of the candidetes end their name wes put up for
vote for those employees whd were there. About 10 deys
leter we elected the definite final Revolutionery Council.
The Ravolutiosnery @ouncils ¢0.1ld n-% do very much because
of the ements. /e removed the Stelin pictures zf from

the office, the kader cards were digtributed which wus

the greete=t blow to the Cormunist system. The kader cards
conteined not only the infornation concerning a person,
but even the source of the iaformztion. So theytold, Who
wes who revnorted on yéu. The Centrsl Revolutionary Coupf=-
cil of 211 the planning offices in Judapest tried %o
provide food for the employees, but at the beginning qf
December it wes auite obvious that the Councils couiﬁ.

not do much because the Revolutisn wes defested and the
Kadar governmen%:glowly wal??ﬁover 0 the other side of

the political struggle.
ot anﬁlicébie,

For all prectical purmoses the vneinle did not distinguish
arong different Revolutionary groips. There was no person
zrouni whom the Revolution could h:ve been crystallized.
That was a great tragedy from the »»int of view of the
Revolution. Peonle wented a governnent without any Com-
munists. They would hnave tolerated the person of Nagy Imre

but no other Copmunist in the goverrmcnt. In the lack
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of persons, the Revolution crystallized around certein
demonstrations, foriexample the Red Stars were remdved
from the factories within a few hours.

The majority of the Hﬁngarians did not went a capitelisn
as it exists now in Yestern Germany. They wanted a con-
trolled caniftzlism or a nmerge of canitalism and socialism.
By the way I ap-rove those principles too and regerd them
as a nore develoned social fqrm, although I am of capi-
talistic origin. As against this majority there was a
ninority which wanted to restore capitalism or even the
0ld system of lHorthy. The difference between those 2
groups was mbhstly of a theoreticel naturé;urhe differences
could not come uv in a practicel wey bhecause of the Re-
volutionary events. Fverybody tried %o stuck together,
everybhody wznted to make it one united Revolution against
the occupying power of the Russiens. Concerning the ma-
jority opinion I have just mentioned I want to add that
the partisans of that opiﬁion were no Cormunists at all.
They wented small trade and small comrerce in individuel
hends, but they did not went large estetes, neither

lerge factories in private hands.

1 heerd of cases where the Russians being stationéd in
Bungary for a long time sided with fhe Revolution. I
hezrd the story of the airfield et Tatabenya. This .air-
field wes for a while in the hands of the Revolutionaries.

‘hen later the reguler Russian troops which were stationed
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in Hungary moved in #nd occupied the airfield. On Fo-
vember 4ch, tha new Russian soldiers, the !longolians
enveared in Hungary and the old Russian soldiers of
Hungary keeping the airfield at Tatebs:nya were unwilling
to yield to them., It ceme to an open fight between the

® kinds of Russian troops which lasted for 4 days and
tke new Russian troons could occupy the girfield only
after many bloody sacrificed.

The Russi ans did as if they wanted to evacuate Hungary
end i% might bé that they intended to do so. At this
point “estern radio strtions did a great demege to the
Hungerisn cause. ith their warwwwﬁﬁﬁwﬁa they turned
the Russian against the Hungariens @nd fhe Ilungarians
ageinst the Russians, After the announcement of the Radio
Free Burone the Russians simnly could not have evacueted
Hungary without a greast loss to their prectige. The
‘'estern radio stations did everything to infuriate the
Russians against the Hungarians. The Western politicians
did a pretty similar job too. President Elsenhower came
out with 2 eclear-cut statement eoncerning Fngland and
Egypt, but he was unwilling to avvly the smme principles
concerning Russia and Hyngary. Switzerland, this small
country broke up its sport relationships with Soviet
ussia because of the lungarian events, but the Western

countirries were unwilling to do so. The Western
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politicians are all the time talking about Hungary, but not doing
anything to help her politically. One has to acknowledge, how-
ever, that the West has given considerable financial help to

the Hungarian refugees.
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I learned about the news through the radio and through
rumours. ﬁe had two radio sets at home and we listened
a2t the same time to both, Radio Free Europé and the
Voice of imerica. ifost veople did so.

The newsvpapers became imnortant only efter the great
transformetion brought forth by the Revolution. During
those few days a great number of nolitical parties were
established and each party had its own news»aper. There
was a grest quarrel among the parties %%;f5';:§3 one.
week one could see at least 10 new newsnaners on the
streetcorners. I tried to buy thése which came over to
Buda.

People in the neighbourhood got together and told about
the fizhts. The reliability of such rumours was very
low. If somebody heard & news he added something to«?
For example, quite a few of my neighbours revnorted that
the Vestern armies are already on their march towards
Hungary.

The whole country listened to the foreign radio stations.
It was the spiritual bresd for e%eryhody out of which
everybody tried to live. Nobody expected that the foreign
redio stetions should be reliable. During the Revolution
the V/estern radios list their prestige. The foreign
radios were encouraging the Hungariens without any
ground for such an encouragement. Since I am here in
Germany I see that the whole ‘/estern »ress is poorly

informed about Comnunism. But the misinformation given(su
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the foreign radio stations during the Revolution was of
another kind. I do not want to call it conscious 1lying,

but it came very near to that.

(102) In 2ll institutions &nd mass organizations whieh were
connected with the Communist Party the functioneries
and the members went home and tried to disappear.

(10v) Every Party member tried to prove that he had Xk joined
the ¥Yarty out of sheer force, ilost of the Party members
escared from the country. All those refugees who left
Hungery before November 4th were Communists. Between
Octobver 23rd and November 4th only those people left
the country who had to be afraid of something. The
Hungeriesns begen to escape only after Kovember 4th.

(10¢) I heve no information on thst point,

(103) The Fevolution did not use any of the old orgsnizations.
The Revolution was an unorganized explosion,

(10%) The Revolutionary Councils were the only new organizations
which emerged during the Revolution., I mentioned them
above,

(101) The Vorkers' councils were in finasl analysis Communist
inventions., They were invented by %ito. In Hungary,
however, they became established in every fectory end
50 on and they ke became the representative of the
will of the nation. The government of ¥Xader hated the
workers' councils beczuse they were independent and

of
could not be used es political means Rmre the Party.
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(10m)_ Undoqbtedly people of the old world wanted to restore
the 0ld system of Ilungary. Their desire was doomed to
fail. The majority of the liungbrians did not now what
to do in the future, but they wanted a cer%ain compromise

between cepitalism and socialism.

{11) I still think of thé Revolution pretty often. It woald
have been good to get Hungary libercted.

(11a) The Revolution wes useful..It provec the world that the
Hungarian race is valuable and freoéoﬁ ldoving. It proved
thet Hyngary cannot be oppressed; ‘

(11v) The Revolution could have succeeded only with foreign
help. That wes the cruciel noint. Since the Revolution
wes an incidental explosion nobody thought of the realistic
possibilities of a’foreign heln.

(310) llany people were expecting the arned kmxmiiamxaf inter-

' vention of the ‘estern countries. I too, beélieved in
something like thrt.

(11e, He wes a Communist téo, an intelligent man but not a
clevér one.

{11f There were no imypaxizim imnortant leaders in the Revo=-
lutiosn. The €axurr Comnunist writers were importent in
the Qreperation of it, since they g:ve ﬁoice to the
feelings of the masses. The other peonle who came ii?
durin: the Hevolution geined their reputation by sheer
chanés., This is the case bf !laleter. lle was an oppor-

tunist and perhens is still an opnortunist. lis career
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sterted in the guerd of Horthy where he was a captain.
Later he was sent to the Russian front and ceptured by
the Russisns. He was all the time azainst the Nazis

end now he volonteered in the Russian army to fight the
Germans. Hé became a partisan and was parachuted in
Hungary in 1944. After the war he joined the Pzrty &nd
beceme a colonel. During the Revolution he gave arms

to the Revolutionearies, but at the same time tried to
meintain contacts with the government too. Right now

he is arrested, but his trial hes not come up yet which
is & very susvicious circumstance. Ile was definitely
not the militery leader of the Hungarian Revolution.
There were no nilitary lezders. The Hungerian soldiers
were for the Revolution, but the officers of the Communist
arny failed miserebly. In the barracks of Budsorses a
Hungerian panzer unit was stetioned with 60 Hungarian
tenks. In the morning hours of November 4th the Russian
surrounded the barracks. The offieers surrendered right
away, but the enlisted man wented to resist. Quite a
few of the Hungarian boys got into the tanks and begen
to shoot at the Russians. This was the time when Nagy
Imre ennounced that our troovs were fighting the Russians.
Yes, the.priVates of the Hungarian =zrmy represcnting
the llungarien peonle were fighting, but the officers
surrendered right away. This is & good proof that there
wes no military leadership during the whole Revolution.

The peasants did not particiovate in the Egzg}gﬁ}gg,
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They left the cooperslives and took hone what they had
contributed to the cooperatives. The middle class neonle
were important intellectual le:cders, narticulerly in

the COuﬁtry side. But in the fights the workin; class,
and only the working class perticinated :nd the hesviest

fights teok place in l{islkoles and Sztalinvaros, the uosi

irmaortent centers of the Hungarisn working class. The
workers were subported by students. Then Lhe kids were
very imrortent, the kids between the yesrs of 12 cnd

18, The kids were not moved by noliticel ree#sons, but
they were simnly lovers of the truth, They saw that they

r

h:#d been deceived by the system. '.oreover, they were
interested in the fun of the fights. The Revolution was
a great fun for the kids. A 14 yecrs old boy in the
neighbourhood went out for a walk with this uncle. A
truck came by loaded with youngsters. The kid of 14
yveers jumped upon the track and he was driven avay.
His uncle was left therc ¢lone. The next morning the
kid csme home with an sutomatic revolver., lle had been
fighting all night. llany kids did exxsik exuctly the
seme and they invented excellent iricks to @izkrark
destroy the Russians. ¥or exampie, they put 5 or 4
hand grenades into a pot @nd attached a long string to
the pot. Then they hid out in the cellars of the
apartmenthouse and when a Russian tenk came driving by
they puiled the pot till finally it came under the

tank and blew up. If they were fortunate, they could
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ruin tte belt of the tank and ston it. set's not forget
that Communism had destroyed any authori:y before the
kids. Comriunism destroyed the authority of Goq or of pa-
rents. During the Revo.ution the Communists could kErmEsx

harvest the fruits of their destructian.

I wes thinking of leaving the country for some years be-
fore tke Revolution. Bein g & married man with 2 children
and living together with my father-in-~law it was not so
ezsy tc carry out semk such a plan. In November after the
Revolution we finally decidéd that we, the young femily
should leave the country. On December 1lst I went down

o the city of Sopron where I léoked around concerning
the possibilities of escape. It was on Decemer 4th that
I returned to Budapest where I spent only & lew days. On
December 8th I left the city with my wife end 2 children,
went tc Sopron, and crossed the border to gu stria.,

1 did rot discuss the plan with anybody else tien the

membere of my femily.
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I received my degree in engineering in 1944. Because of
the war I began to work actually in 1945 only. In the
sqﬁé yeer I joined the smell shop of my father-in~law.
Iﬁ wes a rather small business owned by him #nd later

on by him end me for manufacturing electrical materials.

iy father-in-lew wes a selfmade men who established

his own shop and built it up. During the war wheﬁ his
shop reached its greatést size, he employed abou% 50
peonle. After the wer he had to stert it all ovef again
with & much smaller labor force. From now on we ran the
shop together. In the following years I could experience
how she Communist system strangulated private under-
taking. In 1946 we had to pay 8% of the turnover as
sales tax. This sales tax wes then constantly inereased
and by 1949 we had to pay 45j% of the turnover, but at
the seme time we were not nermitted to raise any of the
prices. /e were still sble to make a living. Of course,
we cheated like all the other independent business
owners of thet type. Ve did not put 211 the sales through
the oook. In 1951 I had to pay 62 000 forints a taxes.
In the meantime the natiosnalization of the industry was
goinz on. We learned ouf lessons and in 1947 and 48 we
dismissed 211 our employeés, By 1951 I was the only
full-tine emnloyee of our shop. But I had quite a few
people working part-time for me. The situation was that
our whole employees came in after 6p.m. to work there

for 2-3% hours and make some extra money. In April 1952
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all the licenced tradesm n of Budapest were callea up

to the City Hall. Ye supposed to bring along &ll the
books of our business. In the City Hall I met the tax
.aupervisor who used to come to audit:  our books. le
told me:"You know what is it about. iy duty ié to find
faulte with your books and to levy such a high tax and
fine that you should return your licence of trade." It
happé:ed 18 me told me. After a short examination faults
were found in my books and I was fined with 32 000 fo-
rints. I left the room and on the corridor the represen-
tative of the trade unions were waiting for me. He told
me thet I should é§§a 2ll my machines to the state in
which case my fine will Bé_written off. I saw right

away that the only thing I could do was to comply. I

had to write a:petitibn petitioning the state to buy my
machinery. The valug of the machinery of bur shop was
200 000 forints. The state paid 3500 forints for them
but my fine of 32 600 forints was written off. I still
think thet this was the best poliey to do. One colleague
of mine selected to pay his fine instead of offering

his machinery to the state. liis fine was aceepted, then
2 days later policemen descended upon his shop charging
hin that he acquired hidden money through cheating and
he was put into jail.
2

By May or June 1952 my shop was liquidated and,had to
look around fﬁr a job., I was immediztely hired by the

state electrical planning office as an engineer. In
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1954 I was promoted to head of the d epartment. I stayed
there with the same office up to my dejarture from Hung-

ary in December 1956,

Our office was planning the electrical installation for
factories or other similer establishments. In the
Western countries the manufacturinz firm does the neces-~
sary plenning for a given new factorg}installa all the
machinery and guarasntees their function. This is a
simplyg and logical system. In Communism, however,
economy is organized on different lines. In Communism,
there is a manufacturing firm which does not get in
touch with its customers. The planning is not done by
the manufacturing firm. So for wxamvle, if a new factory
was installed in Hyngary we had to do the electrical
planning. At the same time we did not know amms anything
abou?’ the manufacturingxfrxim. We did not know whether
the manufecturing firm was really able to manufacture

as specified by us. After our plans, the manufacturing
firm did what it could., Then the machinery was installed
by a third firm, The involvement of 3 different firms

in such a simple thing meant that cooperation ecould
nevelr® be achieved, the plans were never carried out as
specified. The manufecturing firm manufactured only
those parts of our plaﬁs to which it had tools and raw
materials. For example, if the firm hed mmEX no

phenol to manufacture kmkue¥xk¥x bekelite, so the percen-
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tage cf the sawdust was raised-from 25 to 60%. As a re-
sult the bakelite did not functlon anymore as an insulating
metspial, o R

Ovr planning office had 250 employees., 8 ewt of them were
real engineers-and we had about 20 technicians.with some
knowledge of engineering. We had & great number of drafts-
nmen. The majority of them were women without the heces-
sary qualifications. Forthermore we had about 100 empioyees
dealing with administration. Out of the whole outfit,

at least 50 employees would have been dispensable. They
were enployed by our office, because the ydung Communists
needed jobs. One out of every 10 employees was a Party
member . Out of the engineers énly one, a young fellow

was a Comnmunist. _ “

To understand the efficiency of our work I haveto tell

you a few things about the.norms set up for engineers.

The unit of our norm was called the "Engineer's hour",

in Hungarien mxk mernokdra. Ve worked 48 hours a week,

but during those 48 hours we were supposed to £mikx ful-
fill about 500 engineer's hours. Now, if we got a job

for exemple, the planning of a factory it was specified

by the norm secretary how many engineer hours it took to
finish the job. For example, the job was specified for

500 engineer hours. If you were able to do the job on

one day, you could liigi; for the next 2 days, since

you firished your norms for the whole week. The greet
problem of this syatem was to decide how many engineer

hours & certain job should take. This was originally
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the dut y of the norm secretary and the engineers usually

with hlm pretty much. Then finally one of the
engineers, a very clever fellow wanted to put it on a
scientific basis and he worked out a mathematicel formula
to compute the norm of the engineers. It was & long ahd
fifficult formula which had a factor of complexity which
was taken on fi deuare, . The formula looked very
seientific indeed znd few norm secretaries had the de—
cessary nathematical knowledge to understand it. As &
result this formula worked to a great advantage of all
those encineers who reslly knew something. The engineers
of the 0ld guard like myself who had a good privete
orectice could essily overfulfill our norms and do not
overstrain themselves., I was regularly fulfilling 800
engineer hours a week, sometimes even more. In 1956

when I left my job I was ahecd of my work for about

5 years. An exzmple will show you how this whole system
onerateéd, In the spring of 1954 the ministry decided
that the flour mills should be electrified. It was a
very stupid idea right from the beginning, since the
mills estzblished by individual owners still used the
cheapest nower available in the vicinity. Anyhow, our
office received orders to nrenare the nlan for the elec-
trification of 30 mills within one wmonth. The norm wes
400 ergineer hours for each of the wills. Zo for 30
mills one could get out 12 000 ergineer hours for one's

credit. I undertook to nrepare the clans within one
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month. vhat I did was that I presered a master plan ahd
my draftsmen copied it ten times withim insignificant
alterations. Then P prenared another nmaster vilan which
was copied 10 times again. ¥Working rather easily I ws&s
able to nrepere the 30 gzixx nlans within a month and

I finisied them just before one grest Communist holiday,
perhﬁ%s it wes llay 1lst or so. I got a ovrize and & money
avard for my Wwork and during that month I fulfilled my
morms for half a yéar or more., Of course, the plans

were very poor since they did not tale into considerztion
the loecal corditions or the outlay of the mill. But it
dil not matter either, because mzmxm none of the mills

hus been electrified by 1956.

shat I liked in my job was that a good expert was not
pressed to work hard. Ile could idle 2ll the way and”
overfulfill his rorms.

I disliked the great red tere and the number of forms

wk had o fill in. For example, I had to fill in a

daily schedule merking down what I was doing for every
30 minuses. I had to keep another diary putting down all
the business meeﬁings I had to attend, giving the names
of all she persons I talked to and the time of the
business meetings from minute to minute., we did all this
panerwork very sloppily. Our main job was to fight for
the maintenance of our norms. The ministry tried to

reise our norms and we tried to get back the 0ld ones.
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Lt one time our norms were raised by 100%, But”we were
still working at a very base. The state wanted to cheat
the peouvle and the people the state. Hoﬁ could you work
unfer such circumstances? The committee of the trade
unions council for evaluating the work conpetition vie
gsited Sur vlsce every yeasr., On the basis of the false
deta this committee evaluated who wes the best worker

¢t our plece. The best worker was the fellow who could
cheat the most. ‘he committee then awerded the title of
the . .2..T worker to somebody. Actually every engineer
rece va2d the title in one of fhe years., I received it
too, exactly in the same ycar when I did not do any work
for a month,

The 0ld guard engineefs who were not Party members re-
presented a very ;ood educsticnal level, They tried to
keep up with the recent development of technology. The
Communist system has one great advantege, techniceal
books are chesp and good. The situation is that the
Russians translated the good English and Germer books
and the Russian books were translated into Ilungarian and
published by the State Publishing Compvany. RRIBHARE This
Hungerien translation was still good and gave an account
of the letest developments in America. The engineers

did buy all these recent publieations and kept up with
the innovations abroad. i/hen I arrived in Germany &nd
began to work in a German nlant I czme to the conclusion

that I am on an equal stendard with the Germen engineers.
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The norm system wus a great treedmill for the worlers,
for the bookkeevers and statisticians, but not for the
engineers. But 3ngineers)and workers just as wel%,deg
terisrsted their qualitf in order to produce the quan-
tity as required by the norms. I could tell many stories
about the deteriorstion of the quelity in production.
Once I nhed to overhaul a machine for producing wire. Such
a machine consists of several)S to 7 cylinders which
througk their rotation thin the wire into the_necéséary
diameser. Since the machine overstor wented to work fast
aneé overfulfill his norm, he cut out 7 or 4 of the cy-
linders, The result was thet when I insnected the ma-
chine i%s engine was burnt out and the cylinders which
hed been cut out were ruined. 5ince this machine wes

an Inglish-made good piece it meant & damage of several
hundred thousend forints.

The emnloyees of our office worked 38 hours = week and

6 days 2 week. .ork started at 7.30 in the morning and
lasted 5ill 4.00 in the afternoon. On Saturdays we
worked from 7.30 to 12.30. The Communists tried to do
their usual tricks about the working hours, For example,
they initieted the so-czlled S-minute movement which had
as its aim that the workers should be already working

&t their regular jobs 5 minutes before the working time.
“hen It came up in our office we complied with it and

at T7.25 everybody wes already sitting at his desk. later

on, howaver, we took off more than 5 minutes znd nobody
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cered about it., In a similar way the Communists initiated
the so-called hot pick-axe movement in the_minea. The
miners when coming up for the second shift were .sup osed
to teke out the rex pick-axes or obther instruments from
the hands of the miners of the first shift, so0 t. ey were
still hot. The movemen! succeeded comnletely. BEverybody
took over the hot volcl-axe and then sat down to xdeX ldle. | i
6 days mwwz a week, see above. |
Except for a very few cases I d1ld not work overtime. ;
Anyhow there wes no force upon the workers in our office
to put in ary overtine.
The basic vacation was for emnioyees with less than.one
year of mwwime service 12 days. ifter ecach more yeaf."
with fhe conpeny they got one adiitionel day. People in
leeding jobs received 3 eaddition:l days in theilr va¢§-
tion. £11 the engineers were rege-ded in lezding jobs
and re:eived 3 more days than the (raltsmen. In this
resvect the Communists did not rez.ize any equality. The
equality of the Communists meant th:t at the case of
Party neetings everybody was equall’ supposed to sﬁeak

us and supnort the opinion of the Perty. Another case

of equality was the peace loan which meant that every-

body should get only 11 months pay fo~ 12 months work.
The only achievement of the Revolutior was that this
yeaﬁ no peace loan was levied. People :1 leading po-
gitions did not get any pay for overtim:, they were

supvosed to put in voluntarily. As I meitioned the
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ensincers did not work overtire. But the politicel
lecders of our office worked 24 hours & day. I have to
cerrect it, they did not work but were busy 24 hours &
day with Party eetings, cormittee meetings, eveluation
meetings, filling in forms and so on.

The health insursnce system in Tlungary is pretts sinmiler
to thaet in Germany. Although I peid ny union fees re-
zul:rly I was never sent to 2 sumrmer vecotion by the
unions. Only the rzrty neonle were sent there. ifter 2ll
only 50 000 peonle could be sent to su.ner veertion in

a yeer, out of 1 1/2 n=illion workers. the formner castles
of the counts were now trensformed into swuier resord
nlaeces for the workers, The Cornunist systen did nod
build any new summer resort :laces, bat ?Be suaner Ve
cetion offered by the teade union wes not pletsure
either. lver body wes sup osed to attend every day &
ifarty neeting or a seminary or & Szabad LepjﬂuetiLg end

SO Oll.

Our office paid sonewhat better than most of the facto-
ries. Consequently our plecc was f£looded with Party
peonls, i fellow who did not want to work hard either
joined the rParty or tried to get some connections to
the Perty. It is not true that the Perty riembers were
better vworkers than the other ones. The Farty meﬁbers
tallzed more, but did not work more. IJecause Oof the poor

Communiect education the young wxzrkdex workers were not
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good either. The o0ld engineers like myself did not re-
ceive their just compensation. I had for exemple 2
patent which 1 had to give to the state. I had to sign
the anplication and all other necessary forms, but it
becane the sroperty of the llungarian stete. At the present
time I am unable to obtain the international patent of
it., The Jomrunists gave only a trifling sum for it and
now I would like to sell it here.

(4v) " Nobody had any authority, not even the genersl man&ager.
For all practicsl purposes the general manzger coqld

4.1

not fire & person, but he could intrigue & ainst ;%L
If somebody did not work it was not a good reason to
fire hin. "he same fellow stood up at the Party meetfing
made a self-criticism end promised to ork better in
the future. That wes the end of it. lle never worked
better, in most cases he was unable to do a better
job, Lt the same time everybody was afraid of every-
body else. The boss was very polite, he often courted
to his underlings, becesuse he too wrs afraid to be
denosunced through Some:ﬂ4 fEﬂfﬁJ* and fired by the
Party. Mot even in the srmy did any authority exist.
The privates onenly criticized the orders received.
That is why the army was as it was.

(4c) A few of the collesgues met privetely, but everybody
met with his own kind, For example, the engineers with

the other engineers, the draftsmen with the other drafts-

mMen,
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In our department the engineers were in small rooms

by 3 or 4 of them. There we could talk freely.

Every employee was a member of the trade union, but the
trade union was 2n organ ¢f the Communist Party. It did
not represent the interests of the workers. The members
of the trade uiion were usually recruited through force.
For exsmple, the general manszer of the fadtory announ-
ced that enybody who does not loin the union is an
eneny of the working class and the other people will
refuse v work with %xkim him. So people joined the union,
but =hey did not pay the fees. Many people owned a whole
year of fees to the union. Then a new order came out
saying that if any of these fellow: will pay 1/10 of

bhis debts his rights in the union w!ll be restored.

The engineers in our office paid their fees regularly
eince they wanted & security in their job. The drafts-
men, the clerical people were those whe mihssed their
payments.

The general menager, the Party secretary and the chief
engineer ran our office. All the 3 of them were members
of the Party. The general manager was in charge of all
technical problems. The Party secretary and the chief
engineer, the 2 enthusiastic Communists were in charge
igéh all personnel maftera. For example, the chief
engineer could fire somebody, but the general manager
could not.

The political officials delivered speeches from time
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to time that we should work more. They could not inter-
fere with the technical side of our work, since they did
not know very much abdout it.

In 1953 shortly after I joined the company the Party
members approached me that I should join the Party. I
did not join it. There were no more than 5 good kaders
out of the 25 Party members at our place. The good kaders
carried out the propaganda, they tried to peruade me to
join the Party.

Perhaps wvery good kader reported to the police. There
were & few more people who did the same. We knew those

fellows., If somebody was transferred from another place

of work, he immediately became suspicious. If a new fellow

came to our d epartment, we collected his "kader" too. We
did not talk to him as long as we did not Rind out his
past eand his political attitude.

There were no possibilities for changing a joﬁ. It was
impossible to leave a job voluhtarily unless somebody

had good connections to the personnel department. The
leaders of the personnel department were mmmaXiXy usually
girls. This was the case in our office too. If somebody
became a good friend of the girl in the personnel de-
partment he could do what he wanted. In this respect

too, love and carruption were stronger than Communism.
Once 1 had my dwn independent busineaérf‘would have

liked to go into independent business again. I prefer

independence to employment. If I work more I can earn
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more.,

I would have spent more money for those items which make
life worth living. For example I would have spent more
on my family, on travelling, and so on.

I would heve given complete freedom to my children to
gselect their job according to their own inclinations.
The occupation of engineers is very good even under the
Communist system. It is, however, for boys only. For
daughters the best occupation is still to get married
and raise children. To be a mother and a housewife is =z
full-time job and what I wanted was that my children
when growing up whould be able to dedicate themselves
to tais job entirely. One of the greatest sins of Com-
munism wes that it destroyed the family by taking the
mothars out of the femily and sending them off to work
and to contribute to the income of the family.

Everybody was worse off since the war. I can give you
some exesmples to illustrate the general situation. Let
us compare the ratios of the price of the wheat and of
the bread before and after the war. In 1956 the state
paid for the delivered wheat 60 forints for a ton. Out
of a ton of wheat 72 kilos of hiiggrcould be made. The
price of the flour was at least 4 forints 80 fillera
per kilo, which means that the 'atat:e got 350 :for:lﬂ‘ta'
i

out of the wheat bought for 60 forints. The atate made

an even greater profit if the wheat was made into 'breado
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Out of the 7% kilos of flour 150 kilos of bréad would

be made whi:h at the current prices meant 450 forints.
The other expenses involved in making bread were negligible.
The flour mill got one forint 61 fillers for one pound
of Tliovr. It was a trifling wum of money only. One has
to adé of course, the cost of transportation. But anyhow
the state makes about 100 to 120 forints on each ton of
wheat, that is the state makes twice &s much as 1t pays
tr the peasant. This was the main feason of the dis-
sontent of the peasantry. The peasant got only 20 kilos
of brezd for 1 ton of wheet, because even the peasant
had t0 buy his bread. Now let us compare the situation
before the war. At that time one kilo of bread cost

24 fillers. If we multiply 24 by 150 thet is the number
of breads to be made out 1 ton of wheat it comes to

36 pengoes. At the same time the state paid to the peasent
20 pengoes for one ton of wheat. In other worlis before
the war the ratio between the price of wheat and bread
was nore favorable for the peasants. Because of the
economic system of Communism the whole country is worse
off. Here is the cese of the potatées. In the Communist
system the state claims the whole‘%opato crop of the
peasants. He cannot even take it home. He must leave

it on the field. Then comes the state transportation
firﬁl;akes up the potatoes and shovels them on trucks.
In the meantime a great part of the pobpatoes gets

smashed and begéns to rot. Then the state transportation
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firm dumps the potatoes et the railway stations and puts
them into piles, where they stay till late in dctober or
even November. They get frostbitten and the roftening
process is going on. Then finally the box cars come, the
potatoss are loaded again and transported into the city
where they get into the sales central transport warehouse.
Finallv the retailer gets them; but by that time a great
pert of it is rotdten and another part is spoiled by frost.
This is why we could buy only rotten and frozen potatoes
in Budapest. The apple crop of the Jfyirseg is another
good example of Communist mismanagement. The famous apple
crop got rotten because there were no boxes to pack the
apples in. As another example I could mention the case

of the chicken which shows again how the Communist State
expnloits everybody. The peasant had to deliver every

year a certain amount of chicken and received from the

state 6 forints for each kilo of the chicken. The cleaning

and processing of the chicken cost the state 3 forints
2

and 50 fillers for each 100ﬂ» of chicken. So altogether

100@6*3 of chicken cost the state 603 forints and 50
fillers. The state sold the chicken abroad and received
for looltons of chicken 78 United States dollars. If I
take the irrealistic official exchange rate of dollars
which means 11 forints for a dollar the 78 dollars meant
850 forints for the state. However, if I take the black
market course of the dollar%'the state received

3120 forints for the 100 tons of chicken which had
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cost it 600 forints only. No oldtime capitalist was

ever permitted to work with such & high profit margin.
The economic squeeze can be felt by every socialhélaas.
The peasants complain sbout the dispardaty in the prices
of wneat and boots. The old Hungarian saying seid thét
one pair of boots should cost the same amomnt of money
as one 100 tons of wheat €= . Nowadays one pair of boots
cost 800 fofints. That is 13 tons of wheat on the official
price. Even if we take the black market price of whegt
the peasantry has to give 2 tons of wheat for ons pair
of shoes. The working class on the other hand feels

the disparity between the food prices and the income

of the average working man. One kilo of lard cost now

35 forints. Before the war it cost 1 pengd. Before the
war a worker got at leat 50 fillers per hour, that is
one hundred pengd per month. He made 100 kilos of lard.
Nowadays 100 kilos of lard costs 3500 forints which was
the monthly salary of my general manager in 1956, but
not the monthly earning of a working man. People in the
white collar occupations were even worse off. Mg brother-
in-law working in one of the state offices got 1300
forints per month. If I go over to Switzerland right
ndw, I can buy 1000 fofints for ¥ 50 Swiss Franks or

in other woris, 1/20 of my pay in Switzerland equals

to the monthly pay of my brother-in-law in Hungery. I
was exceptionally well-paid as an engineer, but even

in ny case 80% of my salary went for food alone. I
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could not buy any clothing. I still have the same old

pieces of clothes I bought when I was an indopendent

" business men and made 12 000 forints a month. As a final

remark I have to add that Hungary was still mudh better
off than meny of the other Communist countries, for
example the standard of living was much higher in Hungary

than in Russia.

The monthly budget of the respondent is encloded on a

separate sheet as prepared by him.
See above.,
See above,

The Communist economy ended in the general poverty oi
the population. At the end of the month all the women
in Budapest returned the %zizfrent buttles to the stores
in order to get back thq“50 fillers or 1 forint because
there was no money with the average family. It was a
sign of wealth, when somebody owned a motorbike. In my
own neighbourhood people looked at me at .asBance
because I had an old 1939 DEW car. I bought that car in
those times when I was independent in business. Leter,
when I was working as an engineeg I got an award for
good work and was permitted to keep the car and buy

gasoline for it. The special permission to buy a car
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was given only to some exceptional persons, such as the
"excellent" engineer, "excellent" doctor and so on. The
Party functionaries did not own a car, but got it for
their use from the Party. 0n1§ the medical professors,
the actorsand actresses, the athletes, then a very few
engineers, a few of the MASZEK people could own a car.
In all Hungary there were mmkxm no more than 5 000
private persons owning a car and the cars were old makes
in rather poor condition. On the other hand gasoline was
very cheap, since the greatest gasoline buyer was the
state itself for the state—owned cars and trucks. Con-
sequently there was no tam on the gasoline.

In 1941 the standard of living was generally higher for
everybody. My father was a notary in a village, so I
know how the peasantry lived at that time. It is true,
that the country had many social problems. For example,
the problem of the land because the owners of the large
estates did not want to transfer any land to the small
peasants. Then the Horthy system did not permit the
establishment of trade unions. Bedause of such social
problems the Communist Party became popular in 45 since
many of the peasamts and workers supported the Party

in the hope of a better future.

The present system solved the 2 great social problems,
but the S5-year plan was the greatest stupidity amnd it
had to be ended in complete failure. It is impossible

to meke a 5-year plan, since it is impossible to predict
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the demend of the consumers for 5 gears. The present

plan determines that in 5 years we have to consume so

m
'ﬁch lard and we have to wear such type of shoes and so

on. The vhole country hates the 5-year plan and hates all
those products which are connected with the plan., People
hate the so-called type-clothes mmx or type-shoes, be-
cause they are ugly and they are connected with the S
year plan.

I cen tell you what happened in the time of Nagy Imre to
the private sector of the industry. During his time

a great many of trade and commerce licences were given
sut and people were permitted to establish a gsmall shop
of their omn. However, they were not ziven money neither
raw material. The old tradesmean and artisen, who had hidden
their tools now opened their shops and purchased raw
material from the industrial workers who stole it from
their factories. Such a system could not go on for a long
time, My case will illustrate my point. In September

1954 1 left my job with the planning office and became

an independent businessman again. I became the owner of

a small mechanic shop and received my raw material from
the stgte.For one gonth I got one hzlf of a kilo of
copper which was i;;:ﬂﬁ:%:zrto do the necessary electrical
jobs. I did not want to use any stolen raw material be-
cause of the great riak involved., I had at that time

some hidden raw material f£mxm from my old business. So

T sold it. Even in this case I had to make out false
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bills to the customers and had to face many great risks.
Anyhow I sold 5 tons of copper which I had hidden in old
times. Then I ran out of raw material and it was impossible
to carry out business. So in the summer of 1955 I turned
in my trede licence and went back to work to my old
plenning office. I must add that my boss at the planning
office supported me wholeheartedly in my venture to be-
come an independent shopkeeper. They gave me back my

0ld iob when I wanted to get it back. It was the state
whick killed my business and the same thing happenedx

to meny other people too. Although I could save some
money during those 9 months I spent as independent busi-
nessman, it was tied up with so much worries and troubles
thet I got fed up and returned my trade licence. The
policy of the government was to ruin the independent
business man through indirect ways. It was the same
policy that the government carried out against the owners
of houses., In 1952 most of the privately owned houses
were nationalized. Then in 1956 the gaxmrmmm government
put most of those houses for sale. Everybody #buy
thém for good money, except the old wwners. In other
words, the government confiscated the houses for nothing
and vanted to sell them for good money. At the same

time the government wanted to rob the old owners.

In the 1950ies the economic situation was the same
without eny great change. The only change came on poli-
tical line. People began to talk freely. If you rode
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a train in 1955 nobody was talking there. In 1956 people
were freely talking about politics.

The material conditions had a decisive part in paving

the way for a Revolution. Nobody wanted to live in an

eternal poverty. Poverty alone represents a complex prob-

lem. It pitches the social classes against each other.
The worker hated the peasants, because the peasants were
in a better situation. They could freely steal such
commodity items which could be sold on the black market.

The workers on thie other hand were not permitted to steal.

Small trade was liquidated by the state on the purpose
that the workers whould not steal fmrm from the factory
and sell =z it to the MASZEK people. It is true, that
stealing wn=k went on on a large scale. For exeample,  §
couléd not get a certain type of drills. I rang up one
of my former workers who now was working in a factory
and told him to get me one of those drills. When I met
him he gave me a pack full of drills in the value of
at least 600 forints. As he explaired:"I ruin the fac-
tory rgther than to support this system"., I could tell
you the example of another mechanic of mine. After the
dissolution of my shop he went to work with a state
factory. He was the best mechanic 1 ever kmew, a very
conscientious but slow swx workerm. In the state fac-
tory being a slow worker he was threatened by belng
fired. Then he changed his methods and he became a
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Stakhanovite, but he did a very poor job. None of the
workers produced anything which would have been good.
Before the war Hungary manufactured 15 to 20 thousand
electro-motors. Nowadays the country produces 35 000
of trem and there is still a shortage of electro-motors,
because they are of a very poor quality and get ruined

in a very short time.
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I attended the polytechnic of khk® university where I
received my engineering degree in 1944.

I wanted to become an engineer.
Not applicable.
Not epplicable.

The Communist education wanted to turn the children Xxim
into good Communists and wanted to destroy every autho-
rity. The first—?mmJ&z textbook of my son was published
in 1955 at the time of the great liberalization. It still
called Rakosi "Comrade" and called Stalin "our Father".
As another morally destructive point the Communist edu-
cation gave sexual education to the 8-year o0ld children.
The only effective result of the Communist educationai
system was that many of the peasant boys were sent to
higher schools. In many cases they were forced to go
into school if the Party nominated them for a certain
school. On the other hand most of the peasant boys be-
came selected over the school years. When 100 of them
began the middle school, only 3 of them received their
baccelaureate, Only a few of the tzlented peasant boys
Bot & university degree. On the other hand a very few
boys of middle class origin were mdmitted to the uni-
versity, but all of them received their final degree.

My son, for example, would not have been admitted to
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the university simply because his father wgs an engineer.
The result was that the level of the Hungarian higher
education deteriorated. It is no wonder that the
Hungarisn university degrees issued after 1949 are
nowadays not accepted by the Western univeraitiea,
Most of the kids were ground between ﬁ? mill stones.
The school taught them Communism. On the other hand
their parents told them that nothing was true what was
taught in the school. Here is the case of the 2 kids
of my sister. When one of them went to the First
Communion, he did it secretly that nobody should know
of it in the school. In the case of the other boy.of
hers after the First Communion the school director
came into the class and assked everybody:"Who made his
Pirst Communion." Then the son of my sister stood up
end Yumi proudly announced that he did, whereupon the
director of the school interrogated him concerning
from whom and under what conditions had he xEmmix re-
ceived instruction.

I don't think there has been any great change.
Unfortunately enough the youngsters of today are dif-
ferent from those in my igif After all the Communist
system had a certain effect upon the youth. You can
see the effect of Communist influence even on the re-

fugee youth who &ve mew in Western Germany. They
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do not acknowledge any authority, particularlﬁfﬁzfuae
to accept the authority of the older people. They are
impolite, brazenly and they lie. The system taught them
to lie, since everybody had to lie in the Communist
system even in his dream.

See sbove,

In acdolescence.

My fether was a village notary. In 1948 he was pensioned,
But after a year he was taken béck in his job. ‘l‘ﬁen in
1950 he was fired and a little bit later his pension

was suspended. Hexiximdxiaxinxi§%f2x He died in 1952.

Our family lived on the average level,

Four, the parents, my sister, and 1.

Uy fether died, my mother is still living. My sister

got married in 1944, She has 2 children and is living

in Hungary.

In 1656 I was living with own family, wife and 2 children.
My father-in-law was living in the same house which was
our family home.

My social origin hurt me to a great extent. On the other
hand my knowledge of engineering balanced somehow this

disadvantage.

I got married in 1948 and I have two children in the
age of seven and three years. My wife has never worked

in Hungary. We lived relatively well, even in that
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greas poverty. I was fortunate in thai respect since

I could maintain my independent business for a long
time and took up & job only when the system of Rakosi
was declining. Everybody who was &n engineer was fortu—
nate in that gsystem., I wes at the top of the income

bracictet. Nevertheless I was dissatisfied too.

It is true that the children of the worker famiiiea be-
came Communists because they did rot hear anything better
at home. In the majority of the femilies, however, the
family went into the church and taught religion at home.
We gave the necessary information to our children at the
age of 6. Ye told them what the system was and that no-
body was supposed to speak freely. For example, I told
to my kid:" ke I tell you this and this, because this
is the truth. However, do not tell it in the school, be-
cause in this case you father will be arrested." The
children learned to lie at a very early age, but it was

necessary to lie in order to live.

We talked quite freely before the children. We listened
to the Western radio stations together with the children.
I did not want to lie before the kids. If the parents
want to have an authority before the children, they
should be frank and sincere with them.

Thers was no freedom in selecting one's occupation for
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chilérdn of the intellectual class. There was a special
"Jewish Law" for the intellectuals.,

The friendship of the children was a great problem. They
met &ll kinds of kids in the school and we could not

do anything about it. We tried to give them good company
at home, but we could not do anything outside of the home.
No troubles whatsoever.

I Bave heard of meny families where there were troubles
about religion with the children. There was no such thing
in our family, Our kids listened irn the zkema school

what the teachers taught about religion. Then on Sunday
they went to the church with us. We attended not only

the Sunday masses, but all important processions of the
church. We belonged to the parish of Szené€ Imre Varos

and I still remember the resurrection procession in 1956.
The police permitted a route of abcut 2 kilometers for
the procession and it wes entirely teken up by the mass.
Thous@ands and thousands of people furned out in every
ag%:“gecause that was the only procession in which we
participated with joy end freedom. I have to correct it
there was enother demonstration in which we participated
with pReasure and that was the funeral demonstration
after the death of Stalin.

The pioneer movement or the different sport movements
were orgenized with the intention to exert Communist

influence upon the children. The pioneer movement did

not have a great effect, because it was hated by the kids.
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The different sport movements, however, were more po=-
pular and they changed the attitude of many youngatera

towa;@g Communism.

We got along with our children very well,
Yes, we agreed about all political matters.
Not applicable.

Our famnily was very close. Our principle wgs to stick
together in good and bad times.

This was typical of the middle class. The situation
was different in those families where Communismicould
make an inroad. I could tell you quite a few cases
where the father became Communist and the whole family
became ruined. The Communist fathers often deserted
their wives in ordé%ﬁggtter wives or some nice girl-
friends.

There was no leisure time for grown-up people. I had
to work, the woman had to do the cleaning, washing and
so on. Out of the 52 Sundays in a year I wemked 30
Sundays. Of course, most of the time I worked g‘ some

private income, on a job outside of my office. If a

o
grown-up became to, much exhausted he went Xim into a

- movie to get a short relaxation.

Except for the few hours spent in the family homi,it

Y
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was impossible to do with our leisure time what we wanted.
The system wanted to take away the lelsure time ﬁnd to
prevent that families ;% spend any time together. One
of the aims of the pioneer movement was to take the

children out of the family circle.

(15) The family ties had loosened in many families, Just be-
causs of the material conditions. There are many divor-
ces in the wqaging class. Those families on the other
side who do not let the material conditons interfere
with the family life tightened their relationships even
in the poverty or just because of the poverty. IT's
wife was willing to take the poverty, she became much
closer to her husband.

(15b) The courtship and marriage patterns became much looser.
The Communis{ could exert a great influence in this line.
This was the propaganda material which had a great
appeal to fhe youtho.

(15e)5 There were great changed in the working class. Let us
not forget that the working cless is not a uniform.maaac
Half of them have come out of their villages just re-
céntly. On the other hand, xkk the middle class did not
show any great changes. It wanted %o retaein the old

customs and habits.

(16) The Communist: teach that there are no differences

between male and female, except for the biological dif-
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EERENRES ferences. They teach that no special E-eference

-0of courtesy should be given to women. As & consequence

the present relation between boya’and girls is based on
a conplete equality.

In the Communist system one person could not liéve on its
incone. 2 people had to get together. Life became easier
in this case., A marriaze did not meam any whwl and

the Communist law accepted common law marriages too. If
two people lived together for a yeag it was accepted as
a legal marriage. Th2re were no illegitimate children.

If any girl named ¢ man as the fatker of her child,he
had %o pay.

Sexual behavior is much looser. In old times Hungary had
a much higher sexial morality thgn the Western countries.
Nowadays it is no more kmxe true. The girls had to sake
up jobs where ttey m%iﬁ temptations. At :::.time the
regulating force of religion has been weakened.
Officislly prostitution was abolisted and there were no
more licenced houses of prostituticn. Practically however,
the situatior was worse than ever. Girls made acquainten-
ces with mer for money and thése private prostitutes
were not controlled from a sanitary point of view. You
could read items in the Communist press that girls in
the age of 13 years were prostitutes and were 1ill.

At the Pp2ginning of the Communist system everything

was frec. Later on, the Communists became wery strict in

their nexual teaching. Abortion was abolished. Even if
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a girl at the age of 15 became a mothe%’ahe received
material help from the statd and her parents had to keep
the child. For 4 or 5 years no preventives were sold.
They were smuggled 1nf§:2 the Western countries, sold

at exorbitant prices, but most people could not bﬁy themn,
It changed very much.

Yes, the greatest victim of Communism became the woman.
She had to work at home and in the factory. She did

not receive any of the courtesies of old times. She was

supposed to be the slave in the household and in the

factory.

To make the answer short: everybody stole everything.
In certain districts of Budapest hooliganism went on

in the same way as it had been in old times.

Everybody had 2 friends with whom he met and talked
freely. In many cases even the friendly circle became
smaller and smaller, because one friend joined the
system, became a Party member and then friendship ended.
We talked polities and played cards. The o0ld habit of
parties died out because there was no money to give
perties. It died out even among the englneers. If some-
body ceme and he was offered a glass of beeg,that was

a great thing. If a birthday came up and a party had

to be given)it wes a financiel bankruvtcy for the family.
The birthdey of my son cost us 200 forints which meant
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that we had to make 3 or 4 cakes, buy some chocolate

and coffee for the kids. Pire Aife became very simple
under such circumstences. There were very few restaurants
but quite a few drink shops, the so-called Talponﬁlla
where you could have your drink while standing. In most
of the drink shops you could buy sraps, but nothing else.
At summertime you could not find any beer after 5 p.m.

At one time the beer factories urged the consumers to
return the beer botiles, because according to them the
main reason of the beer shortage wes the lack of bottles.
Peop..e began to manufacture beer, wine, snaps at home.
The apartments were simply stinking because somebody

was just dntccabw?f his drink. They made snaps out of
corn. People drank it disregarding the sanitary con-
sequences.,

The 2xex friends should have the same mentality es I
have.

The 2 friends I mentioned were old friends whom we knew
for many many years.

In most cases it would =ffemk have affected our friend-
ship.

Communism wanted to aboliaq religion with every means,
because religion stood u;aggg;unism successfully. When
this aim could not be achieved Communism created the
movement of the peace priests. It “ailed miserably. The

Communists were unable to split up the churches. The
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jrreligious people remained irreligious, but religious
people stuck to their church even more. One thing 1is
true, bigotry diseppeared. The Catholics and the Pro-
testants cooperate and understand each other., It hap-
pened that members of old Protestant families became
convergg %% Catholicism because HMindszenty resisted

Communisme.

The mein goal of Communism is to stamp out religion. The
tactic, however, is to use religion in order to further
some cther aims of the Party.

There were altogether not more than 30 peace priests. 1
3id not know any of them so I can mszke only some con-
clusicns of what I heard. One of the peace priests was

a no good wwimam <cheser, . Some of the peace prex priests
had never been resl priests anyhow. Some others became
firightened and joined the peace movement,and finally
there were a few priests who joined the peace movement
because they thought they tan help their church in such
e way.

Church attendance was legally free, but practically it
was not free. Everybody could enter a church, nobody
withheld him. But church esttendance wes marked on the
kader cards and it was a very bad letter of recommen-
dation.

I went to church regularly and openly. Nowadéys I do

not go to church so often as in Hungary. There it wasa
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matter of giving a backbone to the man, ax matter of
psychological resistance.
There were no differences in church attendance. The
4th.M«n«Jw?
cautious people went to church in the dark hours or
late in the afternoon when they could not be seen. The
other kind of people went at the time of the regular
masses. Theréfggme overcautious fellows who went far
away from their place of living in ofder to attend church.
Youth is generally less religious then in old times,
except for those femilies where the parents kept their
children in the good way. Where the parents were lax,
the youth became lost for religion. Religion in Hungary
is worth 1000 times more than it is here in Germany.
Here in Germany Catholicism would need missionaries,
but not in Hungary.
The church did not take any active part in fostering
political opposition, but in final analysis it had a
very important role. The church was the only institu-

tion which consistantly otiposed Communism all the time.

Everybody wanted to become an engineer. It was a good
job since there was haidly any politics involved and
it paid well.

The only recommendation one could give is to join the
Party. If somebody wenis to make a success, he should
leave his occupation and became a Party secretary, IK

the same way as it was done in Nazi times. Of course,
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one hes to have a stomach to follow such an advice.

The peasantry was very well off, because they could
steal everything. They were full of money all the time.
For example, a rumour came about a devaluation of the
Hungarian money, whereupon the peasent who had 10 yokes
went into the store and bought there everything in the
velue of 50 or 100 000 forints. He packed his hwole

cer in order to take the load home. There were many

jokes about this thing. E¥en the smell peasant could

save 6000 to 10 000 forints in a2 yeer. The working class

rliveﬂ in
.the grestest poverty. The situation of the intellectuals

was better. The richest people of the couﬁtry were the
wine-growers of Sopron. Many of them earned 4 000 000 and
5 000 000 forints in one year and the Communists could
not teke away their money. They could afford themselves
all the luxuries of life, they could buy motorbikes which
was the sign of the greatest luxury. When the new

Csepel. motorbike came out it cost 1% 000 forints, but

you could not buy it for 15 000 forints. For example,

one had to deliver ebove the 19 000 forints 10 tons of
corn which meant another 2500 forints, if somebody
wanted to buy the corn on the black market. In the stores
you could buy a motorbike not for the official price of
15 000, but for 20 000 and 22 000 forints. The peasants
had the greatest number of motorbikes. To understand the

situation of the workers and the intellectuals I have

L«
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to mention the system of economic evaluation of the

work which was the basis i:t'getting a premium. This

was agein one of the crazy&things in Communism. If a
factory could manufacture something for 8 forints instead
of the planned 10 forints, the factory saved and a cer-
tain premium that is monetary reward was given to all
persons involved in the saving. A worker could not do
wery much in order to receive premium. In my job, how=-
ever, it was rather easy. For exemple, I was commissioned
to make a plan for a certain factory, so I prepared

2 plans, a very expensive one and 2 cheaper one and

I could argue that I saved the difference between the

2 plans. For such a saving I could claim the premium
money. It is true, that this whole premium business waé

notbing but cheating, but it meant a 1ot of work and

time for us. Sometimes I wasted a whole day in conference

with the other engineers, bosses and the other members
of the premium committee to determine how much we
saved and how much premium we cen claim.

I belonged to the group of the engineers which had a
rather good life under Communism.

T hed no other desire, but to be &n engineer.

I would neme 4 classes in present-day Hungarian
society, that is the peasantry, the middle ==¥x class,
the working class, and finally the new upper 10 000

people of the Communist Party. A real social barrier
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exists only between the upper 10 000 people of the
Communist Party and the rest of the population. This
social barrier is emphasized in every way. Here is the
case of Balatonakarattya where a new magnificent hotgl
was builf for the @ommunist bosses. The nieghbourhood
of the new hotel was evacuated and 100 of homes were
demoliched to insure peace and luxury for thé Communist
leaders. When Rakosi used his yacht on the lake Balatoq,
he was accompanied by 4 motor boats of the police. The
social distance between the Communist elite and the rest
of the poupletion was just as great as it had been in
the madlebges between the lords and the peaseants. All
the 1ux%z?y cars used by the Communist leaders have
curtains on their windows that nobody could see who is
riding inside. When Rakosi was driving aomehwer%,hé

was accompanied by 2 police cars filled with AVO}peop19

each of them having a revolver in his hand.

(23p) A great change.
(234) See ahove.
(23e) The question cennot be answered very simply. The social

distance between the Communist leaders and the rest of
the population is greater than any soclal distance
existing ever before. On the other hand there are no
more social barriers among the #ifferent classes, such
as Imiteis intellectuals and workers.

(23g) Politeness and the eld etiquette disappeared. Preaent-day
Hungarian society is characterized%&hat in o0ld times
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was called the etiquette of the proletarians. Everybody
called everybody else as te. The usual greeting is:
"Servusz Comrade." This form of address became so general
that finally the good friends up to address each
other as Maga. The old address of ur disappeared. When

in society the ladies are stidl greeted with "I kiss your
hands". The Communist greeting of Bsratsag has mever

been sccepted by the population. The general forms of
greeting are: "Good Day" in the countryside and "Servuez"
in Budapest. Politeness disappeared in every respect.
Every minute of life is struggle. There is nok time

left for politeness or etiquette, but there are a lot

of problems posed along the way. If a enter an office

I have to think it over whether I should greet the peopde

ingide with "Comrade" or not.

After the resettlement of the Germans in 1945 there

have 2ot been any significant netional minorites left

in Hungary. Por the remaining small numbers life re-
preseated the same kind of poverty as for the Huyngariens.

No, all groups share the same kind of life.

One has to make an distinction betwsen 2 periods and
between the 2 parts of the Jewry in Humgary. In the first
period from 1945 to 48 the Jewry took a refenge for the
great insults and sufferings of the Nazi time through
using the legel means offered to them by the new system.
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The Jews joined the Party, got the leading positions

and had a very importent role in establishing Communism.

At the same time there was another part of the Jewry

which kept away from the Party and shared the life of
the rest of the population. After 1949 the history of
the Party reached anotrer period. The Jews weére dropped
from the Perty and even from many leading positions.
Prom that time on there was no more difference. I know
that meny people say that Jew and Communist are the

same thing. Hovever, such a statement is not true. Al-
though many o: the so-called Pylish Jews became Communis®s,
although Rakosi, Gerd, Révai are Jew%,there were many
other Jews who did not join Party or outrightly opposed
it. Hywever, in the second period from 1949 on a feeling
against che Jews grew in the same way as the opposition
against the system grew. The anti-Semitism as it existed
efore 1944 wmm does not exist nowadays. It is a new
form of anti-Semitism but it does mak exist. Most of

the Jews emigrated from the country voluntarily. After
1947, as the.aaying in Budapest went aroung)only the
stupid Jews stayed in the Party.

I had many Jewish acqueintances all the time. Most of
them left Hungary in the years from 1945 to 48. Some
others joined the Party and became great Communists.

As I mentioned there was a popular opinion in Hungary
holding that Jew and Communist are the same. My own
point of view is quite different. According to my view
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a certain characteristic trait of a race might be of

02 al” the 1ome Lime.
advantage and disadvaentage fa@ the race -M
The.aﬂ4-ubm?/“ persecution of the Jewh devoloped

an instinet of survival in them. They want to make a
compromise with tte existing political power and are
willing to serve the political power any time. This is
clever
the tragedy of “he Hungerien Jewry. The mXmxxmx Jews
left the count:y, the rest became the compromiser with
Communism. In the countryside one cannot find any Jews
nowadays. Th:y were liquidated partly by the arrow-cross
movement, pruxxy partly they left the country after 1945.
In the smeller cities you can find only one or two
Jews. The Jews left the small citles as they were
squeezed out of the trades by Communism. Concerning the
pasﬁ’the majority of the Jews weres Hungarians and did
not speak Jdewish but Hungerian. They played an eminent
roie in Hungarian cultural affairs. An example will
“1lustrate their patriotism. I left the country, but
my former secretary of my own business, a Jewess did
not do so. She told me that she could not live without
Budapest. As a final remark I want to mention that the
Jews themselves do not know whether they should be re-
gerded as a race or as a religion. In the time of the
Pescism they said that they were a religion, but
nowadays they claim to be a race and have a stete of

their own.

In the case of a normal government in Hungary the
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Jewish problem will disappear. That part of the Jewry
which did not compromise itself with Communism would

be quite all right and would take an important role in
the economic life of the country. I think they would

do so without any discrimination. Those Jews whjo took
part in Communism would be punished on the same grounds

as the mmkxfmiwxmmmEzEnon-Jewish Communists would be.
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(1) In old times I was not interested in politics. Not at
all. I did not even know what politics was. Later on,
it became a must to be interested. Our lives became
determined by the political cheanges. Ve were forced to
look around for political chaq%s and possibilities.

(2a) No.

(2e) My opinion c¢f the Communists was right from the beginning
that 2ll Communists were scoundrels.

(2f) I 2lways opposed Communism.

(2n) Thosa people who did not obey the Communist authorities
were liquidated. This is one important point about Com-
munism that the West cannot understand. I am very often
amazed at the ignorance of Western poeple in Communism.
All I can tell to those Western people is that they should
try just for 6 months to live under Communist system. If
they will disobey the Communist authorities while living
there I shall give them personally a great order of

merit.

(3a) Fear of arrest and terror, inadequate opportunity to
get ahead, interference with civil rights and finaliy
I think that all those grievances were equally important.
(3b) Inadequate housing, inadequate food. I could not name
any thi#d point.
(3c) Inadequate professional recognition. It was particularly
bad for our children who were not admitted to the

schools.
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The greatest grievancé of the peasantry is not listed
here. It is the system of compulsory delivery. The
overtaxation was a grievance of second degree only.
Inadequate housing and ingdequate pay. The workers
could not live, niether eat as human beings are supposed
to.

Communism could be credited with 2 good reforms which
they carried out right after the war. The 2 reforms
were the landreform and the establishment of trade
uniors. Those 2 reforms made the Communist Party quite
popular in 1945 and 46. Later on they cheated every-
body out of those 2 reforms and lost their original po-
pularity.

The real power was in the hands of the AVO people and

in final analysis in the hands of the Russians. The
Hung&riana were only the deputies of the Russians.

There was a tremendous bureaucracy, although it was by
no means greater than the bureaucracy in Vestern Germany.
The workers and those intellectuals who compiomised

themselves.
Not asked.

I cannot give any objective opinion of the Party. I
could say that only the opportunishs and the scoundrels

joined the Party. They did e great deal of harm to me
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personally. But what was the most hated things in them
was that they were the repreaentatives of a foreign
oppressive power. The Party member enjoyed a great honor
and distinction from the side of the state power. le

wag the most despised and hated fellow from the side of
the people. The Party and the people were 2 different
things.

See above.

The Revolution was made by the dissatisfied Communists.
Those people were theoretical Communists, intelligent
people who recognized the real situation. And the finall&
the other type of disillusioned Communiste was made up
of those Party members who had beenfrmnﬂﬁél and wanted
to reach the top Party jobs again.

No.

The Russians ran the Party. Rakosi and his clique re-
geived instructions from Moscow. Their independence
meant only that they were supposed to solve the local
difficulties. They could not do anything else. Every

Communist is & dirty rascal.

whem I got my job with the planning office I had to join
the trade union of the iron workers, since our office be-
longed to that trade union. I paid my membership fees

for 3 months and then I did not pay anything for a whole

year. The reason for that was that one of my underlings

wes the secretary of thetrade union in charge of member-
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ship fees and did not want to bother me.

The trnde union was another organization of the Com=-
muniscs without any other purpose than thote of serving
the Party.

See above.

Nosaing.

*huy did not even think of the mass organizations.
During the 4 years I spent with the planning offive it
trappened only once that one employee went with his ~om-
plaint to the trade union. Everybody found it ridicu.ous
and indeed the trade union did not do anything about
his complaint.

" Not even the workers paid their membership fees to the

trade union. Where the trade unions are kept by the
state there cannot be any real trade union orzanization.
The trade union had no power to pppose the marapger 1ﬁ
representing the interests of the workers. In cld times
the capitalist manufacturers had their blacklis: of
workers active in the trade union movement. The same
blacklist was kept by the Communists too and if uny
worker made any troubles on the line of the

trade union he did not get any job anymore. It xxg;
happened once that in our office the pay of 2 mi o.d
engineers was lowered, because they were old. They vent
to see the secretary of the local trade union. The :e-
cretary explained kmxkke it to them that they were cld

people and could not work as much as the young engineers.
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They had to accept as a just decision a cut in their
salary. As another mass organization I can mention the
Hungerian-Soeiet Friendship Society where one had to

pay 1 fofint membership fee. There were places of work
where every worker had to join it. At our place £% was
not compulsory and I did not become a member. I attended
one meeting of the Hungarian-Soviet Frismdship Society.
It way a commemoration of the death centenary of a cer-
tain Russien writer whose name was unknown to me. The
meeting was held in our office and I spent one of the

most boring hours of my life there.

In our office there were 5 enthusiastic Communists.
The other Communists did it out of love of money. The
other Communists burnt their membership books during

the Revolution. They were very happy to burn them.

The youth were only nominal members of the DISZ  They
did not believe what the DISZ leaders told them. They
had to join it out of sheer force. The usual situation
was that because of the terror everybody applauded
everything, then went home and told his sincere opinion
among 4 walls. I can cite the example of the general
manager of one of the state eledtrical enterprises

who originally was a member of the arrow-cross move-
ment. Then he joined the Communist Party, attended the

Lenin scademy and became the manager of a national
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enterprise. During the Revolution he was seen partici-
pating in the street fights on the side of the Revolution-

aries.

The ordinary police, the blue police was only an execu-
tive branch of the state administration. Very few of

the policemenk were Communists. Only the AVO represented
the terror. The AVO people were no Communists either,

but they knew that they will be murdered in a minute
when the system will be overturned. This is why many

AVO people were fighting for their life during the Re-
volution. It is not true that the AVO put up an organized
resistence during the Revolution. They hid themselves

in kkikkk their apartments and began to stoot when they
thought their ewn life would be endanger¢d. The Revo-
lutionaries occupied the centrrl headquerters of thefAVO.
The AVO people escaped like rats from a sinking ship.

If the Russians did not come in’the AVO would have been
completely liquidated. It would have been liquidated

by peaceful unarmed citizens, by the anger of the masses.
Only a part of the AVO people were recruitéd.

The policemen hated the AVO. They had every reason to do
so. The policemen reFiived 600 forints for a month. The
private in the AVST;;BO plus clothing anc food.

I can only guess concerning this point. The Party members
were just as much afraid from the AVO people as the

other kind of people were afrsid. The whole situation
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resembled of the old SS of the time of Hitler. Both the

AVO and the SS were terror organizations.

(11) I can remember only one case out of my friendly circle.
The fellow was & captain in the air force during the
war. In 1945 he was arrested and released in the next
year. He even joined the new army, but in 49.he was
fired. Then he was arrested again.

(114) The former kuleks and the members of the former upper
10 000, the intellectuzls, the clergymen, finally the
leasders of the Social Democratic Party and those Com-
munist Party members who had an opinion of their own

wene oheslesl n'éf

Many
got arrested. iAmy small thradesmen nﬁ?ﬁ N false

charges.

(11e) There were many cases where the hazbizalmi did a great
deal of harm. They were the official sources of police
reports. In such a way they could even help to many
people. We had to thank to our tombbizalmi that we were
not deported in 1950. When the great deportation of that
year cam%’the nemes of my father-in-law end of myself
were on the original list as managers. The police, how-
tombbizalmi told them that both my father-in-law and
myself were only small tradesmen working with less
than 10 people. So our names were struck from the list

of deportation.
(11g) No special information.



(12)
(13)
(13c)

(134)

(13%)

(14)

(15)

(154)
(15€)

NO. 243 "A"™ INTERVIEW SECTION G JK p. 74
Not applicable.

To believe what the Communists say.

Yes and no.

Yes and no. It is impossible to give a clear-cut enswer
in both cases.

Of course under the Communist system one has to keep
one's mouth shut and whenever one opens one's mouth one

must lie.

There were important fluctuations in the fxmem forms of
terror. It began in 1947 and became gradually stronger
by 1950. It was the worst from 1950 to 52. Then it began
to weaken and it was almost atolished in 1953. Then in
1955 when Rakosi returned to ﬁower the terror became
strong agein and disappeared in 1956. At the present

time it is strong again.

Everybody knew that the so-called economic advisors of
the 3Soviet Union ren the Hungarian economy. On political
line the Hungarian Communist leaders were the servants of
the hosses in Ifoscow.

No.

The Soviet influence was most important in the field of
economics. I could give you a few examples. Hungary is
very rich on bauxit ore. During the last wa# the Germans

bought the Hungarien bauxit refined and manufactured it
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in Germeny becsuse a great amount of electric energy

is necessary for the processing of the bauxit. Now the
Russians paid us to refine and manufacture bauxit and
then they took it. The electrification of the country
waes reised but the aluminium furnaces needed all the
electric energy of the country. The Rﬁssiana exploited
the whole country ruthlessly. The cagt of production

of a pair of boots was TE forints and tiey were sold for
220 forints in the stores, but they were ex.nrted to
Russia for 15 forints an¢ 80 fillers. The Hungaitan

customer had to pay for she Russian export.
Not askedo.

There were many ways how the Hungerians could circumvent
official orders. Ta0ose ways were well known even to

the Party members, They were tolerated by the Party.
Russia copies America in many ways. For example, thé
American tourist fares well in Germany because of the
currency exchange. The Russians do the same thing in
Hungary and nobody dares to speak about it. During the
Revolution it was estimated that Hungery had paid one
billion dollars to Russia as reparations and other fees

over 12 years.

The cohesive forces were the AVO and the Rusgian army -

The disruptive force was the system itself.
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(19) The Hungarian people opposed the Communist system in
every possible way. Of course, you cannot evaluate
this opposition in the cﬂfhnaof the headlines of the
American papers. We could not do it in the terms of
mENBukiaaxatism sensadionalism and the W
journalism. The _,Af,fu-i’ sabotage done by the counfry
was the best form of oprosition. The industrial wor-
kers manufactured so much waste that all thejfactofies
were bankrupt. The intellectuals did sabotage through
their avoproval. They approved the cragiest GOmmuniét

plans and seid that it was the best.

(19b) The peesants because they could afford to do 80,
(19¢) = There were hardly any groups of this kind.
(191) The young intellectuals who had been supnorted by the

Party opened their eyes and recognized the situation.

They turned against the regime.
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(1a) The most important sources of information were the
Voice of America, Radio Free Europe, a few other foreign
stations and finally the news received from athletes

and other people travelling in foreign countries.

(2) I read‘ggiéwapaper every day since it was necessary to
do so. The Szabad Nep was compulsory for the Party men-
bers. We read the 'lagyar Nemzet, but it was almost the
same as the other paper. Every newspaper wrote exactly
the seme stories. It was impossible to read anything
else but about the agricultural cooperatives, the work-
ing competitions and the officisl Party announcements.

(24a) I liked the sport newspaper. After 1956 I liked the
Irodalmi Ujsag because it began to criticize the systenm.
I bought every copy of it paying 5 forints.tb'the news
vendor. Then I lent it to other people. If a good news
apneared in the newspapersyeverybody read it and every-
body became very glad. I remember one Friday afterﬁoon
when I met 2 acquaintances who were both members of the
Party. They were obviously very zlad and as they told
me they were glad because Rakosi was firedftjprime-
minister. Ve were so glad that we went into a restaurant
end=gmiwed and ordered some wine. We have been drinking
there till midnight..\When I returred home my wife gav€:L
pardon because of the good news.

(2g) Up to 1949 it was possible to get foreign publications.
I subscribed to the American magazine Populer Kechanics
and to enother onéo After 1949 those foreign publiecations
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were pronibited and we could buy only the foreign Com-
munist publications. I bought from time to time & copy
«f the /rbeiterzeitung published in Vienna because it

was still better than the Hungarian Communist newspapers.

e went to the movie once or twice during a month. Every-
body liked the opera films, the Italian and French films
and disliked all the Party line films. The Russian and
Hun;;arian pictures were particularly hated.

I vanted entertainment in the movie and not political
ecucation.

Of all the pictures shown in Hungary one out of every 10
was Russian made. The Russian made films were so much
hated by the population that they had to be disguised

in order to draw public into the movie house, One night
we wanted to go into the movie with the and I

saw the poster at one of the movie houses ainouncing a
picture called "Csardaskiralyno". We thought it must be
& Ilungarian operetta film and we went in. There we found
that it was one of the poor Russian films. This.was the
sitvuation. The people w;nt to see a Russian fiim only

by en incident. In many csses when people discovefed
thet it was & Russian film they left the movig house

or st other times they laughed out loudly during the
Russian films. Except for the ballet films all the other

Russian films were indeed very poor.
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I read many technical books. Concerning fiction and
poetry I have read only the old writers. I don't know
anything sbout Hungerian literature in the last 12 years.
I learned the names of the nev Hungarian writers just
before the Revolution when they revolted against the
system. I had a nice library ai home consisting of at
least 1000 books. It was my esczpe from the troubles of
present-day life that I read the old books. For example,
I read a novel of Jokai 100 times. There was a great
scarcity of good books. The books the publiec wanted were
not printed and sold, particularly no :/estern books. The
Party line books which were published in 50 000 copies
were not wanted by anybody.

I could mention such names as Damusi, Kodolanyi, Jokai,
llerczeg, Gulacsi, Iren, Marai and I coulc add a few
other names. I liked particularly llarai an¢ Cilahy. I
read several times the novel Alelek Rialszik written by

Cilahy and shed tears each ftime I read 1it.

I listened to the domestic radio stations only ai cer-
tain occasions. For example, to the Saturday night va-
riety show or to certain news casts and sport broad casts.
I listened to political speeches only in those cases

when Nagy Imre spoke.

I did not like any of them, but listened to all of them.
The EBC was the most reliable.

People in Hungary were influenced by the foreign radio
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stations and they are partly responsible for the Revo-
lution. The Vestern radio stations suggested that the
Revolution will succeed. Now the Western readio stglons
want to wash their hands. I understand they changed
their tone since the Hungarian Revolution. Of course,
the Western veople will never understand what the

Western radio stations meant behind the Iron Curtain.

There were rumours going around a2ll the time, but none
of them was exact. If something was in the making, the
rumours predicted it always but always inexactly. People
wented to be misled and misled themselves through the
rumours. I am thinking particularly of the many rumours
concerning the devaluation of the Hungarian currency.
Yes, people were misled by the domestic rumours just

as well as by the foreign radio stationms.

Nohody ever considered any part of the newspaperé:%g-
liable. Everybody knew that the papers were lying.
Nothing could be believed. Even nowadays the Hungarien
papers write that Kadar is liked by the wﬂole country.
There were no differences.

Yes, see above.

Yes, everybody tried to listen to the radio and to
listen to those people who have just returned ffom a

travel abroad. They tried to find out the truth behind
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conflicting rews broad casts. The rumours had a very
important role in the daily life of the people. At

10 o'clock in the morning a rumour came that the money
will be devaluated. 10 minutes later everybody ran into
a store to buy things in order to get rid of his money.
A shoe store was emptied within 60 minutes. The rumour
vas more imyortant from the point of view of the economic
1ife of the country than the newspapers. The rumours
were rore imnortant than the forein radio stations and
they were just as reliable.

7t dependa:d on educetion. Well-educated people tried to
be better informed. On the other hand people with a

poor educition were less interested in the news.
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Those ~changes should be made which were spelt out by

the Revolution that is the political police and the

Fartr should be abolished and free elections aﬁould be
helcd.

The Communist carried out 2 important reforms which should
be kept but in different forms than they are now. The
landreform is a very good idea, but the present-day agri-
cultural system cannot be maintained. ?e do not need

any productive cooperatives, but oopefﬁfivas

as they exist in the Vestern countries. Coneerning the
other reform we do need stronger trade unions, bqﬁ they
should be free from the power of the state. poncéfning
the economic 1ifg’Hungary needs those kinds of;ihﬂuétfies
which work on the basis of utilzing humen work rather

than raw material. We can sell on the world market the

products of our electrical industry, but we cannot sell

the products of our heavy industry. The nationalization
of the large enterprises must be maintained in order to
prevent that one capitalist should receive a too great

political power.

Yes, there are several political parties since there is

not one infallible party.

Yes, very much so.
BEverybody should be perfectly free to denounce the

government.
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Before answering this question it must be stated what
is detrimental to the state. It must be stated in an |

objective way.

Yes, all people should be entirely free to participate
in any meetings. lorecver any person should be free not
to participate in any kind of meeting. This is what is
missing in the Soviet constitution. If the government
gives an order everybody has to march up along the
Andrassy ut.

If th2 government is against the best interests of the
peopls, if the government exploits the country in
favour of another power then armed uprising against the

government is perfectly justified.

Hungary would need a development of its agricultural
resources. In this case she could become a very rich

country.

There should not be any heavy industry in Hungary, be-
cause the necessary conditions for heavy industry are
1ack£ng in Hungary. Hungary is a small country and can
imagine a peaceful future only within the framework

of a United States of Europe. This is the general
desire of the Hungarians.

T know that meny people argue in favor of restoration

of the factories and other properties to taeir former
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owners. Those people say that Hungary could afford such
a recompensation paid to the former ownerse. The same
people say that it was illegal to confiscate their pro-
perty. I do not want to go into the legalistic of econo-
mic aspect of the problem. It is a very complicated

problem w hich cannot he solved from such an aspect. The

Comrunist did everything to make the problem of property

rights confused and complex. By now everybody can com-
plein of certain losses suffered by the Communists. If
factories or any other properties are restored to their
former owners, the result will be a maze of legal suits
and only the lewyers will benefit out of it. If we look
at the problem from the point of view of the practical

feasibility then the only solution is to leave the

present nationalized fectories in the hands of the state.

They should be natio:alized even in the future.
Private profit is goctd.

Yes.

This question again must be answered from the point of
view of practizal feasibility. It is not right to lay
down any gensral principles concerning light industry.
This would be the same mistake as the mistake committed

by the Communists.

Government planning as it is done by the Communists

2g completely wrong. It is a stupid scheme of inex-
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perienced peopie end it is based on irrealistic plans.

The state should interfere with the minimum of problems.
The main rule of the state is to maintain public order.
Otherwide the state shonld permit the people to live
according to their own will. The state should not-ho

a general controlling and executive office. The state
should not be giant sized beaucracy. At the vresent time
the people ere for the state. A good way how the state
should function is presented in the role of the President
of the United States. Somathing like that one would be

necessary in Hungary too.

The citizen must have certain duties towards the state.
Taxes, military service are necessary 1ln every state,

if we want to avoid a general anarchy.

The state must insure “he personal and property security,
the posegibilities of work, end the poasibiiifie& of a

cultural development.

Medical insurance has become extended luring the Com-
munist system and more people have bozome covered by
compulsory health insurance system. Lowever, the general
care end benefits given to the insured people has not
improved because certain objective conditions have not
been present. Perticularly Hungary has not had enough

doctors and medecine.
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Yes, he has, however, such an opportunity does not mean

a benefit for him.

The food situation is now worse than before the war.
Worse.

The same.

The clothing situatlon is now worse than before the war.
Worse.

The sane.

The industrial production of Hungary increased in quartity
very much but not for the benefit of the Hungarian peopls.
Bad.

The workers must have a voice in the decisions concerning
the factory. As I conceive it the leaders of the workers
should have a certain controlling power as against the
owner. The owner should not be permitted to do anything
with his factory at the expense of his workers. In case
of naticnalization the concept of owner means Xkak the
state “oo, .

The factory should be run by one person, either the owner

0y the manager.

ts the collective farms have been realized it has been

a bad system. The result was that the collective farms
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became another enterprise of the state and any statement
made by the Communists that the collective farm is owned
by its members is & simple lie. It is not a true co-
operative, it is just & name for another type of Com-
munist undertaking.

It is not necessary to do anything with the collective
farms. If the Communist system collapses the collectiye
farms will be dissolved witnin 2 minutes. Everybody
will run home with all his property he invested into

the ccoperative, #s it haprezed in October 1956

This will happen anyhow whether one likes it or not. In
agriculture not the producing cooperative, but the
marketing cooperative is important. The small peasant
works very much like a horse, but he has not got the
knowledge neither the possibilities to market his pro-
ducts. If 20 peasants get together they can buy a trueck
and they can reach the market. The examples, knowh to.
everybody teach us that all the productive cooperatives
ere working with deficit, whereas the marketing co-
operatives do a booming business. A network of marketing
cooperatives could do a great deal of good for the
Hungerian peasents and they join them freely and voluﬁ-
tarily for their own benefit.

The estates should be returned to their former owners
up to that limit which merks the greatest extent of

the femily opeggted farm. I guess that such a limit
would be around 100 yokes. The right thing would be
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thet every member of the society should work for his
living. It wes not right in old Hungary that the coﬁnt
was permitted to idle.

(171) No opinion,

(17m) The problem of the machine tractor stations could be
gsolved within the framework of the above mentioned free

cyoveratives.

(18) "he state should not sit upo>n the neck of the church.
Religion is an individual cuestion for everybody.

Every person should have a complete freedom concerning
his owsn religious attitude. He should be free to deter-
mine to join a church or to stay outside of any church.
He should have the freedom to join any church he_likéa
to. Tre religion siould lay down certain ethical norms
for everybody but the church shoula not have any other
thar spiritual influence. The political power. of the
church is just 4s wrong as the religious power of the
stcte.

(18d) If the church wishes t0 maintain schools and is financially
able to do so che church must have a freedom to open
its schools. However, the state should not give eny
finencial support to the church schools. It is.included
in the concept of freedom that every person must be
free to decide the school for his owwx children. |

(18e) The teﬁching of religion should be déne‘on a honest

voiuntary basis. Everybody who wants to secure religious
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education for bis children should be permitted to get

ijt. On the other hand no person should be foried to send
his children into the religious classes.

I want to seni my children into a good school, disregard-
ing the feet whether it is public or denominatiozal.

The orinciples laid down by the Revolution ‘are correct

-~ 4n this respect. Everybody who committed crime should

be punislied but strictly according to the law znd through
legal trials. No personal revenge should be pernitted

in thie line. Porthermore, T have a proposition of my

own concerning this point. It is well known that the
Comranists made a great deal of damage to the Hyngarian
Stzte and to every citizen of the country. They shoula
gét a certain financial punishment. All those Communist:
whemizexa—ueopsneddde Who were responcible in those da-
mage3 should be punished /;aying a certain reparation
to the Hungarian state which could be deducted ffom their
monthly salary. Out of those reparations a special fund
could be established out of which certain legal claims

of damage can be paid to the citizens who had suffered
under Communism.

Nothing should be done about the Youth Leagus members.

In case of necessity the above atated principie should

be applied to them.

They should be judged by a legal court;-

No special precsutions are necessary concerning the
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members of the police. They should be handled as stated
above.
The memb:rs of the Youth League and of the police were

generally for the Revolution.
Not asked.

T:ere is a Hungarian national character, but it would

fe wrong to conceive it in any racial terms., There is

no such thing as Hungarian race and one cannot discover
any Hungarian physical traits as the races have them.

I have met here in Germany quite a few Suabians who hardly
knew any Hungarian. Nevertheless they identify themselves
as Hungarian.

At least at the present time there are no diffarances

in the character of the social classes, but fﬁe Hungarians
can be characterized as hard working, shrewd people who
were trained by and adapted themselves to the storms of
their historical past.

There were differences between the social cleassem before
1945. If somebody reads the novels writéen in both times

those differences are clearly spekt out there.

The time of the Austro-Hungarian monarchy was the time
of the best government in Hungarian history.
There was a greatdeal of social and economic inequality

before 1945,
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I remember those times in the 1930ies when I was a young
man and the whole country was for the so-called revi-
sionism. Even in those times I belonged to those few
people who opposed the idea of revisionism. Since 1938
I had the opinion that a Middle European Confederation
is necessary and if possible this ¥iddle Eurobean Con-
federation should be a part of the United States of
Europe. Only such a construction would be able to coun-
terbalance the cultural animosity existing among the
European nations. In the past thé general policy of the
greét powers has been to play out one of the small
people ageinst the other ones. The future solution can

be an abolishment of the political barriers and the

establishment of a large-scale and free economic unit

in Europe e

"A natural conflict between Hungarians and othar people

is not necessary. It was in the past always created by

political powers for their own benefit.

The 1iddle Euronean Confederation and or the United
States of Europe would solve such problems. Moreover,
a8 neutrality would be very good for Hungary and for all

the small states of Europe. Only such a construction

|
could insure a general welfare in Europe., In America |

Texza cannot live alone and if the United States of

America would fall into 48 party the result would be

a general poverty and anarchy in the place of the pre-
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sent wealth and power. Foreijpners and particularly
Americans do not realize the presently existing irrealistic
political situation in Eurore. Nowadays it is possible

to reach one capital from another ecapital in 15 minutes
by plane. But I had to wait 12 years till I was able to
get from Budapest to Vienna, Austria simply becaase the
politizal power e international barriers and nobody
was permitted to croes them, My family comes from Tran-
sylvania and as e young kid I spert s lot of time there.
In,last wer many of my former friends were serving in the
Rumanian army and I was in the Hungarian army. e were
suproszd to shoot each other. Wasn': that a simple crazi-

ness?

The Russians are good-hearted and cruel at the same time
as &t is the quality >f the Slav people. Otherwise they
are the nost pitiful poeple of the world.in unfortunate

people delivered to the mercy of the Conmunist system.

I have not read much about Marxism and I am no expert at
all. My opinion, however, is that the originalutheory of
Marxism wanted to change a situation that exiqped 100
years ago. Nowadays the theory is out of date since the
situation disappeared anyhow. There are nc more exploiting

capitalists as they were in the time of Marx. The whole

- theory is an irrealistic idealistic philosophy and its

so=-called realization by the Russians is anrother tragedy.
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The Russian government of the Communists wanted to

catch up with centuries and wanted to create a future
Anmerica on the ruins of the tsarism.

I could give only a conditional answer depending on how
we define the concept of Marziem.

A democrut is a person who honestly wants a rule by the
ma jority of the votes.

Perhe.ps never.

He ig a politician and few politicians in Eastern Europe

are larxists or Democrats.

Faticnal Communism is a aélf-contradiction. Tito is a
dictator and every dictator has to fihd an ideology for
himself. An id=ology is necessary to rationalige the
rule of the dictator.

Yes and no. Some of the writers are good Huhgarian pa-
triots. Some of the Party secretaries are the worst

people I have ever known.
Not asked.
Not asked.

My guess is that in case of free elections fhree impor-
tant parties mm would emerge in Hungary, a so-called
Catholic-Socialistic Party, the Social Democratic Party,

and the Smallholders Party. The Social Democrats I guess
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would not get more than 10% of the votes. The political
power would be taken either by the Catholic Socialistic
Party or by the Smallholders Party. .
There is no popular leader in Hungary and,is a grehi
tragedy for the country. There is no authority in the
country. Perhaps Mindszenty has an authority but he
cannot became & political leader and cannbt become.con-
nected with any of the political parties. There are
neither names nor brains in the country. For example,

Eckhardt is not wanted By anybody, although the Americans

want to force him upon us.
Not asked.
Not asked.
Not asked.

The United States is a wonderful country and &11.the
Hungarian refugees would like to go there. We expect the
salvation of Hungary from America only. She was the
country most beloved by the Hungﬁrians up to the Revo-
lution. Since the Revolution all the Hungarians are
bitter against America. The people feel that they were
deceived by the Americens. In my opinion this is a
naive concept. However, if somebodyis living in Hungary

he thinks otherwise and his sentiments =m& can be under-
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stood.iltogether I think concerning America we have to
make distinctions between the political reason and the

sentiments ofthe people.

Nobody would fight, except for the AVO people and a

handful of compromised Communists.

Since my departure from Hungary my views and opinions
concerning foreign policy have changed. Up to that time
I shared the opinion of so many other people that there
will be a war or an international intervention in the
Hungarian case, I too, was deceiVed by the American
propaganda. By now I know that the Western powers are
irresponsible and egotistic and I evaluate the political
news accordingly. I have to:mention that there are some
honest politicians even in the Vest who tell the truth
frankly. For example, the foreign minister of Vestern
Germany Brentano openly declared in his speech: "We
have to say to our brothers in Eastern Germany that
they have to suffer since we are unable to do anything.”
It would have been much more honest from the part of
the Western powers and the Western propaganda to make

a similar statement to the Hungarians too.
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I think I have told you almost everything that I know
and might be of interest iﬁi you.

I tas becn a pleasure for me to talk about the Hungarian
a¥fairs so intensively and to find such sympathetic
Listeaing ears. I wish you could convey our feelings

rnd spinions to the public opinion in America.

Thire are not too many things, & person should beware of.
‘ne wust not be timid in face of Communism. One can
handle the Communists with courage and determination
only.

I suppose everybody will give & frank and honest answer
to you. After all, we are in a Western country where

we feel free to talk.,

No important question would come into my mind.

It was on or about the 15th of November that I saw that
the Western powers will never do anything in our favour.
Then I decided to leave the country. It took me more
than three weeks before I could rezlize this decision.
Now I am here and in a few days I leave for Switzerland
where perhaps I make my final home. If Hungary would be
free tomorrow morning I would not return there for 4 or
5 years. If I am here and under the present circumstances
and 17 I am established as I am by now I want to learn
a lit%le bit more about the life in Western countries.
After those 4 or 5 years I would likelé?return although
I could not tell at present whether I wbuld like to
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return for good or just for a visit. This whole situation
is pretty similar to love. One should not look for
logics in it. It is a matter of feelings only.

I think the questions were selected pretty well and I

have no further suggestions.



