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CHARPACTIR DiSCRIPTION

This strikingly red-hsired women comes
from a wealthy, easy-going family. Parents
werc divorced, seemingly through the fault
of the mother, because the ehils stayed with
her father. The father and the relatives
snoiled the charning child, and resumably
fulfilled all her wishes. As a child-sctress
and dancer, che traveled all over the world,
lived abroad for years, lsarned several
languages and became an indenendent wersonality
ea%er for continuous change and adventure.
This 1s exnressed in her anmearance. She 1s
good looking, with hor very white skin, red
fluffy hair, sharosnose, large eyes and good
figure. She loves to talk and egnecially to
tell storles, which of ten makes her interview
unrellable. Because she has an excellent nen=-
ory for details and a strong imagination, she
makes her storles sound logical and realistic.
Hoviever, my fRsaXingxtzdefinlte feoling is that,
though there 1s always a basic factual element
in her stories which 1s true, the facts are
always surrounded by & 10t of norsense.

XThe factual cross~-checking, as far as
1t was possible, worked, and she usually could
nrove her words, wh'eh led t5 the conclusion
that she definitely took » rt in many of the
évents she talked about. She 1s a mixture of
& gambler and a herolne. Her natriotism comes
from a high »ressure in her nature the baslec
cause of which should be found firset in crder
to uderstand her charaecter. One of the in=
gredients of her character is doubtless her
eageirness to exercise nower, and she is not
choosy 1n her tools.

If somebody 1s able to discinline her,
this woman can be used for good causes. She
seems to have much more information, but

her statements should be checked for their
objectivity.
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II. VAJOR SALTENCE AND WARM-'IP CUESTION

"The Amerlcan neonle have to know that
the Hungarian revolution was not & civil
war about racilsl, religious or c¢lass dif-
ferences. Nelther was 1t a counter~reve-
olution. It was a revolution of clear ideas
againat an onvressing nower."
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III. CHRIILOCY OF “IRSINAL LXPERIENCES,
ACTIO 'S, ATTIT IDES AND LX ECTATIDNS
DRING THE REVOLUTION

t.  "On the 22nd of October the following
ha-mened to me: I lived covosite the Teche
nical miversity in Uri St. in the fortress.
At L} o'clocr that afterncon the students,
whom I knew very well from the nast because
I went over to the dining room of the Unive
ersity 1f I didn't have time to cook for
myselfl, came over to me asking me to contact
the Under-Secretary of State living next
door. They wanted him to intervene at the
Minister of the Interior to allow a demon-
stration for accentance of their 16 »olnts.
They had everything »revared for the demon-
stration ~- the Hungarian flag and the
Sixteen Points which were made un as folw-
lows. I don't remember all of them, but
some of them, offhand, were:

vilthdraowal of Russian troovs.

Free electione.

Mfulti-Party system.

“gtablishment of the Emkaiorkers' Councils.
Abolition of the Party Secretariat.
Re-installment of the old Universlity
rofegsors.

abolition of comoulsory delivery.
Free Press.

Free reflipgious education.

fbolition of the ftcomoulsory Russian
language education.

The boys wanted to broadcest thsir Sixteen
Polnte over the radio =fter the demonstration.
A1 that came absolutely soontznefously out of
the students, 2nd it was unexnected to e t-0.
dowever, I am nositive about something I had
been feeling about that time, and that 1s that
the fundamental cause of the events was due to
the burial of Rajk. A wild Communist woman
lived next door to me. lhen she came home from
this burlal and the celebrations she told me
that she was sure some consecucnces would follow
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this blunder. She said that from the Come
munist voint of view Rajk was a criminal

at first, but now the same Communists came
to the concluslon that 1t was a mistake and
made & hero out of him. Seeing this, all
the veonle would consider everything the
Communists say a 1ie. "Who else was buried
innoocently"? was what I heard neonle st the
burlal saying. She was right. Fpter this
burial the free eriticism of the nooulation
became frightening for the Communists., I
myself fslt a sort of relief and a stimu-
lation Inside of me from time to time.

"To their great disspoointment, I
couldn't helon the students. The 8ecretary
of 8tate told me that they needed the okay
directly from the Yinister of the Interior.
I had a bad feeling. I wa: positive that
if the boys got the okay something would
follow thls demonstration. I asked them
vhat thelr real nur-ose was, I was dew
finitely efraild of the 500 boys in this
Unlversity. The oldest was ahout 20 f2
or 21 and most of them were between 16
and 20. They were just children. Among
them there were some studants from abroad,
from Greece and Korea, in the students'
exchange. The boys told me that they wanted
only a silent demonstration with the aim of
getting the radlo leadershin to broadcast
thelr “olnts. I heard some stronger volces,
too. They added if things £dldn't g0 EX
emoothly then of course they would nse foroe,
and thelr voices were filled with dedication.
I was aware of the difficulty of the situation.
It was not easy to tell them how I Telt. 1I
gsald they should be careful. If the Communiste
allowed the demonstration, that could be also
a nrovocation. If, God knows, somebody started
shooting, it would be a pood occasion Top the
Communists to make a blood bath end to o"oress
the Hungarians even more. They wers very ex-
clted and told me that I wasn't s réal Hune
garian if I felt any fear. They couldn't know
readly ready to die hamnily myself. They said



111/6

F=87

they knew what they wanted and I should
only heln them as much as I could and
I shouldn't worry about the rest." X

"About 6:30 in the afternoon three
boys went down to the Counecil House in
Fo St. to naste their Sixteen Points on
the well of the building. A little lat=
er I went down myself toc shon»n for dinner
in Fo Ste This was the only n»nlace I could
with shoos oven at that hour. As I welked
on Fo St., I guddenly saw that an AVH man
from the Court building acroas the strset
shot sxbxyxwizothe boy who »asted the »oster
on the wall. I ran there and nulled the
boy iInto the next doorway. I saw that he
was dead. His name was Benl Horvath. FHe
was a lovely boy; everybody called him by
the nickname "Csovil.” Pretty soon a lot
of peonle gathered, and I was busy keeving
the veovle away, telling them that nothing
had hacnened, that the boy was only wounded.
However, a man forced himself through to
the doorway, went to the boy and discovered
that he was dead. He took off his clothes
and the red, white and green flag that was
around his chest. Then he went to call the
ambulanceé. In the meantime a noliceman
arrived and sent the neonle away. I told
him that I saw that the boy war shot from
No. 1 Fo. St., from the Courdb bullding, and
I wanted to be a witness. %ThmkThe volice~
man told me that il I really wanted to be
a witness I had better go right into the
Court bu'lding because they wouldn't let
me out anyway. In this buillding there was
one of the largest Communist nrisons.

"I took a bus home and went im kdirectly
to the University, looklng for the nrofessors.
I learned that thoy were at a meetling and I
had to wait. The boys c¢ame, asking me why
I wes there and what had hanvened. I told
them about their friend. They ran down, ex~
cited, but luckily the dead boy had already
boen taken away, snd therefore no further
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trouble occurred. The boys came back and
that same evening called an emergency meet
ing. They asked me to mummgo too, but I
didn't because I was afrald that,k being

& convinced natriot, maybe even I would
tell or do somethling that would add fuel

to the fire in the atmoanhere.

"That evening I was called mby a few
of' my relatives from different commanies ==~
the Comstructing and Yotor Mochanic Co., the
Restoring Cok, the “inistry of Agriculture.
They all told me about the same unrest and
immxaknervousness of the neonle where they
worked. 'y brother called me and he said
that the veonle were crazy in his office
that day. At the end of the day L or 5§
Communist "arty membershin books, the famous
"Red Rooks" were found on the Party Secretary's
table. It seems thelr owners vut them there
to show they didn't care for their “arty
membersh in anymore.

"Around 1270'clock midnight, the stu=
dents called me to come over, but I said
it was too late. They told me then that no
natter what hennened, they would go ikmto
the Bem statue to demonstrate the followe
ing day. I nromlsed them definiltely that
I vould join them there.

"In October 23 at 5:30 in the mornin g,
my husband had to leave Budanest for Cyor and
Komarom on a commission. +when he rsturned the
same evenlng he told me that on the traim the
veonle snoke so0 strangely about the coming
freedom. Ile couldn't understand what it was.
Lverybody sald there was a demonstration in
Budanest and this had to bring some change.
"Thls 1 the time for change. Xie have to
do something” they shouted to each other.
Both of us were late, so we didn't have time

to discuss mwsxgkanything. Ve hurried to the
theater.

"In the meantime, around 2 o'clock I had
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gone down to the Bem statue with the boys.
Different grouna of veonle had to hang
around there bsecausec nermission from the
Minlster of the Interlor still hadn't are
rived. It was withdrawn, then given agailn,
then withdrawn again. All this was just
0il on the fire. But finZally, around L
o'clock, they got vermission. The differont
grouns gathered, vartly in Buda, »nartly in
Pest, because they wanted to continue the
demonstration at the Petofi statue. The
demonstration had a real, natriotic, over-
heated nrogram. All the students who studied
at Budanest were there. e ecould szec faces
from all the other Communist countries -
Korean, Greek, Chinese, etc. There was no
sign of disorder. Nevertheless, as the
orogram went on, it could be seen that some
of the youth were still motilonless as 1in
sleen, but the others became more and mas
excited.

"The Points were »rovisional and there-
fore the students were sumoosed to go back
to school after the decmonstration to work
on thelr Points. However, nobody left the
Clrcle. More and more civilians jolned the
students. I left at 6 o'clock in the evene-
Ing. I had theater tickets and I had to
hurry home, but I arranged to meet the boys
late that evening in the school. I had
not reached my home when I hesrd shouting
from the Souare, which was rather close to
us«. I heard "No, no, never"(an 0ld »atriotic
slogan -- Interviewer's note). The stores,
as 1f by magic, started to »ut the natlonal
flags and cockades out in thelr windows. As
I walked u»n the stairs towards Halaszbastya
(this was a nart of the fortress) I Tound the
first Communist Pariy membershils Red book
thrown away. I o9wened it. It had belonged
to a bli~year 01d man whom T knew from the
fortress. fle lived in one of the nearby
streets. He was the leader of a state-owned
real estate offlce. I nicked un the book
and went direetly to the man. He wasn't at
home and I had to hurr, so I lef his vlace
and ran home to change for the theatere
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"It was very late as I %sald beforse,
therefore I didn't telk with my husband
too much. e went down to the door where
a friend of ours waited for us with an
officlal sutomobile which he was allowed
to use once in a while. OJur way was blocked
every flve minutes. Students oflf5 or 16
asked us to take them to the Radlo. LYery=-
body wanted to go to the Radio. We had to
turn Into slderoads but finally we had to
ston and take uv two boys. e took them
to the Bebepinning of Sandor St. where the
Radio building was. But the nlasce was so
overcrowded at that time that we wouldn't
have been able to go anywhere anyway. lie
nut the boys down and continued on our way
in a hurry.

"I had a good friend, a woman, who
lived across the Studio buliding in Sandor
St. when we urrived at the theater I called
her un, asting what the situation was there.
She told me that the students banged the
Studio, but they shou’d be eareful because
the AVHE had carried a lot of ammunition
into the Radlc bullding during the aftere
noon. The bullding was nacked with AVH
mén. I called the boys at the University
right away, and told them about vhat I had
heard. However, there were only 2 students
in the whole mxkxbuilding bescause everybody
else had gone to the demorstrations. They
told me that they had to cstay there as guards.
Maybe they would have a chance t> run down and
talk to the other boys at the Radio, but they
were not sure. By the way, I must remark here
that the students were tremendous. ihat they
did within 2l hours would have done much credit
to a Sunrcme Command.

"After the first rerformance, I ran down
to a good friend of mine, an actress who was
in the nlay and she told me that the students
were belng murdercd at the radio buliding. I
sked my husband to come with me. e jumved
into the car and ran over to the studio. iihat
we found there washhorrible. It was a comvlete
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chaos. HNobody %new who was who. ™achine
guns rattled here and there. I left the

car and ran into the crowd looking for my
students. I found one. He was wounded

and leanlng agalnst a wall. There was so
much crowding end congestion that it was
not nossible to take the boy anywhere.
Therefore I brought him uo to that friend
of mine, into her anartment. e Kcalled

a doctor for the boy 2and meturned to the
theater, because we had nromised to take

my actress friend, who was very frightened,
home. <“fter the n»erformance we took her
home but then already on the Buda side we
heard machine guns. '‘hen I got home, I
called my fricnd to inquire about the wounded
boy. She said he wac all right and I could
come for him oretty soon. About 12 o'eclock,
midnight, I started “aek again to onick up
the wounded boy. The streets were crowded
and I heard neonle shouting all over that
the stetue of Stalln was going tol e dew
molighed. Therefore I changed my mind and
turned towards the great boulevard. There
was no traffie on the strcets -- 1o street-
cars or busses. I had to leave my car at
the Itallan school, which was near the radio
bullding, and continue w 1l:ing.

"The streets were crouded wall to wall.
The peonle on the streets were etudents,
workers, just every sort of »erson. I waelked
wiith them., walking sXX¥along were students of
every age bracket, strecetcar conductors, of-
Tice workers, rough workers, just all kinds
of 7neosle. I felt really that I was a Hung-
arian and i1t was my duty to take nart in
these demonstrations. I knew what it meant
to be taken by the AVH. I have been beaten
by them several times. But I was not afraid
at all. I Telt ve didn't want anything wrong,
We would all be ha’ny if we could reach our
three main objJectives: the withdrawal of
troons, free elections and free religious
education. These werec the most imhortant, at
least for me. I considered it wouldn't have
been a bad buginess elther for the Russlang
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to leave Hungary. According to the “ecace
Treaty, they were allowed to stay there -
for six years. It was over a long time
ago, and 1f they would have withdrawn
during those days, i X

It wouldn't have been a bad buginess for
them, esvnaclally from the »ronagaendist
volnt of view. We really helleved in a
nogeible success. The women were nerhans
even more enthusiastic than the men. I
saw veonle of every age bracket from 12

to 60 without any ¢lass distinction.
Everybody slmply wanted to be free. Only
the Communlsts didn't take »art in the de-
monstrations.

"On the 25th, the Undersecretary I
mentloned before stood in front of his
door and nailed his door and his windows.
I asked him what on earth he was doing.
He gald he didn't want to let the mob
into his anartment.

"Wlhen I serrived at the Stalin statue
with the crowd, the twuo legs of the statue
were already sawn off snd a huge bulldozer
wag oulling the statue tovward the Creat
Boulevard. The peonle stood around the
statue and wanted to break »ieecs from it
for souvenirs, Vhenmwe reached the corner
of the Great Boulevard, suddenly we got &
very heavy machine~pun fire. "obody ran
avay but we all tried to hide o weslves.

All the neonle folt that it was now or
never. The Russians had already been no-
tified and they arrived in Budancst from

all directions -~ from Cyor, Lsztergom and
Rakos, to heln the AVH in theip flght against
the revolutionaries. In every tank they had
one Russian and one AVH man because the AVH
was afrald the Russisns might surrender. I[f
I want to be objective, I really have to say
that the Russians were all confusged. They
didn't know where they wers. Some of them
though% thet the Danube was the Suez Canal
and they viere much less sadistic and in-
human than the AVH membors. It was not the
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Russian neovwle's fault; what they did was
really the fault of thelr leaders. Instead
of ceasing, more and more nesnle gathered.
They took refuge under the arcade of builde
Ings, in the little shacks for the street-
car watchmen, and on different floors of
the bulldings surrounding the conmner. The
AVH members shot from the seecond floor of
the Szabad Ne» buildirg. A horrible fight
started there. The statue, lying across
the street from the Szabad Nen building,
was empty inside, and two little chilldren
ran into it and took refuge there. As I
haard later on, they couldn't leave the
statue for a day. I stayed there until

3 o'clock in the morning. There was a
tremendous slaughter until about the next
noon, as I hear@d. All kinds of %eo~ls

dled there in great numbers, revolutionaries
as well as AVH members and Russians. From
the students there I heard that at the same
time thmdlfferent grouns of students went
to the different narts of the city to re-
move the Russian gtatues and memorisls.
Another groun wanted to anoroach the Ruse
slan Imbassy because they wanted to Tresent
thelr memorandum asking for the abolition
of the Russtian languape from the schools.
However, they couldn't reach the building
because from far away the “ussians fired

on them. Finally I left the vlace and went
to »iek uv the wounded boy. I took him uv
and went to talk to the Director of' the
University. He was a great Communist and
exnlalined to mec that he ¢ uldn't talke the
boy into the school becausc he had received
an order not to deal with enybody who took
vart in the fightings. I vlaced the boy

in my anartment sand started to make calls
for amolace where I could leave hiwm safely.
Finally, I found a family scross the street
whose boy was also wounded. We nut the two
boys in the same room and I left them.
Later on I heard that the Director of the
University to whom I had snoken closed up
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the building with 00 students inside and
nrohliblited anybody to leavs the bullding
for 2 dsys. Of course the neonle didn't
care too much and they escaned through the
windows and back doors and many of them
hid in my anartment for a whilie.

"I knew Janos Szabo, wh becans the
greatest hero of the revolution under the
name of "Szabo Baesi" which means "Uncle
Szebo" in Znglish. I had to rebuilld my
anartment and I needed carriers for the
building material. Uncle Szabo was a
teamster. e drove a truck for a contractor
comoany. I asked him once when I saw him
driving his truck if he could heln me to
find somebody who would deliver my mnaterial,
and from thls time mExkxikedxzon we talked
alnost every day. He menlionsd to 4 before,
talking about the sltustlon in Hungary, that
if ever anything haonmened in Hungary he would
grab his old gun again. !He was an old soldier.

"éhen I arrived home after attending to
to the wounded boy, I found 'mcle Szabo al-
ready waiting for me. He sald he felt there
had to be an ammunition dump somewhere in the
fortress. Meditating about the nossibllities,
it suddenly occurred to me that abaut three
years ago by chance I had been walking In the
fortress and onened an abandoned door in a
ruined wall »art which was the end of a
building »lantation. Thils was close to the
old king's »alace., This whole nlace looked
abandoned. I got into a dark foyer and sud-
denly two soldiers came, cantured we, and
cuegtioncd me for hours about what I wanted
there. I learned this way that they had
something to hide there. I told TUncle Szabo
gbout 1t and we went to that door right away.
I mention it here in connesction with this
because later on we found a few AVH seecret
televhone and radio centers, one,thc bilpgest
one, was just two houses from my home and
for years I had never imarined what was hid-
den under the ruins of this old, never rebullt
house.

"ie found the door very easily and in the
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first foyer whieh I %new already, we found
two guards, tw> soldiers. Uncle Szabo said
that we cane from the revolutionists' side.
They knew Uncle Szabo nersonally anyway and
they gave their weanons to him right away.
However, they coulda't give us any more in-
formation. e could very well understand
that. "If the situation changed," they
sald "we would be hanged for soying,"

Uncle Szabo sent me to the Unlversity to
fetch four students and bring them back.

In the meantime, he snoke ebout something
to the soldlers, but I never found out what
it was. On my way back with the studants

a nharmacy manager caught me on the street
and drew my att-ation to the fact that he
had seen a lot of 80 ldiers who werc going
to be transnorted that afternoon over to

the Gellert hill from the fortress, and it
was very likely that these soldiers would
attack the fortress., That vart where we
found the two soldiers was esnecially un-
defendable from the Gellert hill side. Ve
had to plan carefully. We had only two
small food shons in the fortress. Since
World War II the nooulation of this nlace
has drovmed very much and only a few veonle
lived uv there besides the official builde
ings. However, nobody had any food sunonly.
Uncle Szabo told me to €0 and get some food.
It was easy to Say, but hard to do. Then
suddenly something oeccurred to me. I rememm
bered the Red book T had found on the stair-
way the day before. I knew that the owner of
this book was g very Influential man. I
called a friend of mine and we went to the
home of this man together.

".e found him at home and ny friend,
who had never seen our host before, took
the Red book out of his nocket giiekly and
sald "Comrade, I am a memboer of the Come
munlst Party, Here 1s my identification."
He then nut the book back In his noecket
ouickly and continued, slowly sulling the
book out again, "But you, Comrade, lost your
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ldentification on the street. You cun get
1t back 1if you aecculire food for us." The
man was rather embarrassed but still he
said 1t was very difficult and started to
discuss the difficulties from every side.
Then my friend forced him to come with us
with a revolver. Ve took him to the main
Kozert store. Vie had a short conversation
there with the manager of the state store
and gathered all kinds of fook, asking him
to send it u» to us at the fortress. Ve
told the mansger that our friend would take
care of the financial vart of the business.
To our great surnrise he reached Into his
vodeket snd took out 40000 forints in cash
and nald our food bill. e asked him where
he stold the money. IHe tried to ex»lain
that thils was his comdany's money that he
was sudposed to give to the central »ffice
that very day. However, I knew that he
wes a crooked man and as a Communist in a
high nosition was able to engage in all
kinde ol 1llegal nursults. We dldn't give
him back “is book anyway and we let him go.
Later on I heard that he had annroorlated
about a half million gaXimforints.

"I went back to Unele Szabo and got
a new assigmment from him. He told me that
they needed the definite nlans of the dif=
ferent kinds of ~munition storages and he
made me the chief of ammunitlon discovery
groun. I wentXout and started to idle
around In the fortress. I found all the
officlal ofiices abandoned, the windows
coenad. The neonle were mostly out or
@XRdidn't come in to work at all. In the
State Planning Institution I found a very
low window. I clivbed in snd stold some
navers from the table. They included some
building »lans ana gave us some elues. I
started my searech and found a B-vear old
gyosy boy on the strect. I started to talk
to him about the fighting and weanons and
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. the boy told me that he knew about an am~
munition magazine. He led me to the brink

of the Planning Institution where we found
a military devot filled with fur coats and
ammunition. I ran back and we distributed
those warm coats among ths students who
mostly dldn't have any warm clothing. Vs
found huge quantitles of gasoline there,
hand grenades, grenades and machine
guns. Thls was the first time I tried to
fire with a machine gun. I thought I
would dle of fear. It was about 9 o'clock
in the evening when I found these things
and 1t took us all nipht to distribute
these things.

"Larly on the morning of the 25th we
went out to collect material for barricades
with the students and the inhabitants of the
Tortress. Vie wanted to bloek un the Beesi
Fapu, which was the main road up to the fort-
ress. Ve also collected empty bottles for
Yolotov cocktails. It was three-fourths
gasoline; we nlaced a niece of rag inslde
the bottle, nut a glass stoover in 1t and
pulled the end of the rag through it in a
hole. Before we used it we lighted up the
end of the rag which had already soaked up
the gasoline and threw 1t on the tanks. @
alao rilled some bottles with nitroglycerin.
Thls was very difficult viork. ie had to be
careful not to shake the bottle or clssh the
two bottles together. Otherwise they would
have blown un. This was used later on only
by Tncle Szebo. It was very dangerous to
use 1it.

"In the meantime we heard over the radio
that the government asked the heln of the Rusg-
slan troons against the revolutionists. e
gathered some boys and went to demonstrate
with them to the Parllament. There was already
a blg crowd there. As the demonstration went
on from Alkotmany St. whers the chief Party
bullding was, a new demons trating groun arrived.
It was about 1 o'cloek in the afternoon. iie saw
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Russian troops approaching the Souare.

They came slowly towards us and we saw

that they reached out the!r hands and
invited the neonle to sten onto the

tanks. Yore and more neonles gathered
around these tanks. I myself went there

and wanted to stev on a tank, but another
verson who had a flag with him nushed me
away and he steoned on 1t instead. These
tanks collected 1000 to 1500 neonle around
them this way. .hen they reached the “ape
liament the crowd stooved. The tanks walted
for a while as all the neonle Joined the
crowd and then from the firat floor of the
"inlstry of Agriculture, which was across
from the Parliament on the other side of

the Scuare, AVH men started to glve very
heavy fire on the neonle. Just as iIf they
had been walting for that signal, the Rus=-
sien tanks sterted to fire also. Then vie
saw there were AVH 7en inside ths Russian
tanks. In no more than 10 minutes 600

dead lay on the grounde=- bahles, women, men
and youngsters, all mixed up, I myself
wanted to run u» to the Parliament and hide
myself behind a nillar. However, the shoot=-
Ing was so heavy that I couldn't rcach the
ton of the staira. I had to ly down on one
stair and orese ayself strongly agalinst the
back of the stair. Later on meonle told me
that I was white as a sheet, so I have to
tell you I really didn't feel too fine. In
the meantime the tanks turned and surrounded
the whole Parliament building. Nobody eould
get In or come out. This was the first tinme
since the demonstrations started that T could
see ths vgonle didn't care about each other.
The whole scens was g horror, but nobody cardd
too much about anybody else. Those who stayed
alive left the Scuare staggering.

"I have to tell you hear that instead of
asking that Imre Nagy take over the government,
the veovle didn't believe in him in general.

Flrst of all he had some versons in his governwent
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who were Russian cltizens, such as Wunlch
and Kadar, everybody wes susnicious. ¢hen
the firat mamber of the Szabad Nev was
nrinted and »nullished, I remember well that
it was distributed by armed »nolicemen.. I
asked the nolicemen who gave me the first
number of the newsnaper, whlch included one
page but a llst of the new government, why
they were fully armed and why they had to
distribute the newsnaver. He said, waving
his hand, "You know the pesonle are very
unset. Ve are afraid to distribute this
naper." I belleve that Imre Nagy was full
of good will and he wanted to ramedy his
naat. But his time was too short and for
us the 12 years were too long. Lverybody
wanted everytning at once. Every hour
hundreds of delegetes went to Imre Nagy's
office asking him for all kinds of things.
But we knew in the meantime that, for in-
stance, after 1953, after he was dismissed,
he wasn't Imorlsoned but taken by the Ruse-
slans some place nearby -- Pecs. He was
favored by the Russilans.

"About Kadar we heard that he went to
Godollo first, and then to Roumania and
Caechoslovakia. Then at the end, before
he took over the government, he was aprain
at Codollo.

"The results of Imre Nagy's return
were all right. Ve could put out the cock-
ades, we could remove all the Russian meme
orials, the churches range ikxamzthelir bells
agaln at 12 o'clock every day, the Russian
language was abolished in the schools, free
religious education was established, and
stooped the Kadar system in the schools.
However, In the meantime they made a few
minor mistakes. IFor instance, they broad-
cast over the radio the »romise that from
that time on they would broadcast only the
truth. This was sagaln a bluff to admit
that they had l1ied for 12 years. But Fwhen
I stayed with my own thourht, somehow I had
the feeling that maybe this whole thing was
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to select the real Hungarians who were really
in opvosition, andthe Communists wanted to
annihilate thig »art of the nooulation. I
couldn't get over how on earth they could
allow those demonstrations at the beginning.
Thils whole revolution could have been avolded
if they didn't make the Rajk burial and if
they hadn't introduced the reforms which vre-
lieved the neonle. They had to know that
these reforms would have some CONgec UcCnNCes
Elther they shouldn't have gilven this little
more freedom to the neonle or they should
have wlthdrawn the Russians mmxamat once.
They were there long enough. I ¢ uldn't
really see any logic in the events. On

this day, the 25th of Jetober, the fighting
went on on a large scale between the AVH
members and the Freedom Fighters. The army
already joined the revolutionists. Only
those soldiers didn't who were caught some
nlace betwesen AVH troops.

"Uncle Szabos wanted me to go to the
AVH building at "aros St. I had to find
out whether there were AVH members ¢losed
into that bullding. I went there and idled
around the building. Suddenly I saw a guard
there who wanted me to identify myself and
asked what I wanted. I said I was looking
for the hosnital, which I knew wae 2 build~
ings away. He came out and showed me the
right building but this was enough for me
to see that there were still AVH neonle In
the bullding. They were barricaded all
around. InxtRxxmesckine

"In the meantime Uncle Szabo could
get hold of a seeret AVH radio station and
when I came back with the news he made an
artiflicial alert to those AVE peonle in
Yaros St. He ordered them to move over
right away to another AVH bullding on the
Ulloi Poute, which was on the est side. Ve
went douwn to Szel Kalman Square to watch
what was going to hammen to these AVH neople.
Pretty soon we sav them loaded on truecks
vassing through Szel Kalman Scuare, where
some of them got involved with the heavy
Tighting with the revolutionists. They all
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wore regular nolice uniform and nobody

would have recognized them if they didn'g

start shooting at the revolutionists.

Later on these AVH troons gathered at the

Ullol Route had to surrender to the revolu-
tionists who surrounded them. Uncle Szabo

was a real military leader. All his commands
were dlctated by his natural instinct. He
always knew what to do and when to do 1%, and
had a more logical brain for commanding than
any military leader in history. He was an
eéxcellent humen being too., For instance, he
gave us the strict order that nobody was ever
allowed to shoot any prlsoner, AVH members or
Russian soldiers. They had to be »ut in orison
and triled later on because every individual had
to have the owvortunity to defend himself, and
among a hundred criminals 1t ig always nossible
to find one innocent man.

"In these days the fortrcss was alvays
under heavy gunfire from the Gellert hill.
These cannon shots ruined the Archives, which
was a wonderful work of art, a beautiful
bullding. Therefore our troons were forced
down to Szel Kalman Square »

"My husband went to Soroksar, whlch was
about 25 miles south of Buda»est, because he
heard that his men were still working on some
bridge constructions and he wanted to stop
‘here. Therefore I was alvays on the streets
all alone and he didn't even find me when he
returned. I did not sleen in my bed for about
a8 week, and for 3 veoks I alnost didn't change
my dress.

"During the 3 weeks of heavy fighting,
students, soldiers, old and youhg fought all
toghther. Ve had a slogan: "Freedom en Death.”
From this slogan, on about the Cth day of the
flghting, we got the name or "Freedom Fighters."
Before the revolution éverybody was so avathotic
and hoveless that now durlng this time we really
didn't feel that we had much %o lose.X Somehow,
everybody became brav:e, even the blgges tXmrmmmts.
cowards. I strongly beliesve that even now in
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Hungary 1f someone Jist 1it a snark every-
body would be ready t: fight snd nrefer to
die rather than give un. I thought that

the revolution would end 1in victory. Ve

were courageous and 1f we had received
weavons we could have taken care of our
oroblems. But this way we knew that our
energy was limited. When I renember today
how we went from the Szel EKalman Souare

to the ! rallway station and nulled out
the Pullman cars snd nushed over the force

of vwomen and children for barrlcades. There
was no such thing as "imnossible’ for us. I
myself was everythin% Ratmpduring those days.
I was a messenger. monlitored the foreign
broadcasts and all the other radio stations
which came from the different liberated grouns
and revolutionary ups, and went everywhere
that I felt I could helv. I was also Iin charge
of food. Lining up for food once on the Linzi
stalrs, we were shot at by some Russian tanks
which nassed us. This was my first wound

In my lega. I went back to our shelter on

my own legs and pgot firat aid from a doctor,
but in the evening I was already out. I felt
that after I started there was Just no way
out. Ve had to win and I had to be with them.
I drove myself and I eculdn't ston anymore.
However, because of my legs I was sentenced
by Uncle Szabo for 3 days of cake~baking and

I made about 8000 of such 1ittle cakes, which
we gave to the zai¥dtamxfighteors.

"In the meantime our ammunition grew less
and less. It was natwral. Ve wasted very
much of 1t. 7e mlsused 1t. ‘fost of the
fighters were children or women like myself,
end ve didn't %now how to use those weanons.
Ve had to try quite a few times before we
knew how to shoot. Therefore we had to find

- out ways and means to defend ourselves withe

out bullets. At night, on the £lst of Nove=ber,
Uncle Szabo sent us un to the Becai Kapu Square
to strenghten the barricadesmend to defend the
main road. We took soft soan with us and smeared
the road all wer with it. It was very effective
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against the Russian tanks. On this slinnery
surface the tanks were not able to go forward.
They stood in one tlace and just rolled and
rolled around without moving. In the mean-
time the tanks made such a lather that we
really had to laugh. Finally the Russians

had to get out of their tanks and scrub up

the road in order to be able to move. We

also nut down some emoty, white-nainted

milk bottles about 2 yards from each other.
The Russlans just sim>lyy didn't know what
they were and they were afraid to cross the
road. Ve worked there together with my hus-
band. I forgot to mention before that around
the 26th or 27th I vassed the American Embassy
on my way and saw that the Russlan tanks were
80 close to the bullding that the barrcls of
the cannons were not further than about 12 inches
from the windows. On the lLith of November the
Embacsey was surrounded so strongly by a league
of Russlan tanks that I think nobody could even
breathe in the building.

"On the ”nd of November we were short of
food and I wias sent osut with some students to
buy or to look for bread. GCoing on Zichy Jeno
Street we saw a bakery. It was closed. e
went in vilth the boys through the building
looking for a back door. Je found it. It
was oven and we vient in. Ve called out loud
but nobody answered. The boys went to the
back of the sho»n and then guddenly we wmwm
all grew stiff. It was a ecrematorium exactly
the same as the nlaces for the incineration
of the dead. Uie went to the sumerintendent
acking what he knew ebout that nlace. He had
never been in it before because it was an of-
fice of the AVH and they rebuilt the olace ré-
cently. Af thet time Uncle Szabo had already
heard over the radlo from Cyor that the rovole
utlonistes found a vitriolic acid bath and slso
& cromatorium of the AVH under the City Hall.
From that time on Uncle Szabo gave us the order
never to move around alone, and we werc not
allowed to go into any bullding without heavy
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weanons. we might have met some AVH men
some »nlace who would have annihilated us
without any trace. Here I want to mentlion
another thing.

"In the 3rd of November our boys can-
tured an AVH man at the Tisza Kalman 8quare,
which was the central “arty building. There-
fore we ran back on the Lth of Novcmber to try
to get the list of the AVH members from the
bullding. All kinds of neonle and construetors
had made the greatest effort for twelve days to
dif under the bullding because a steady, dull
noise kcould be heard continuously from under
the ground. Peonle nretty soon realized that
there had to be some nrisoners Locked in some
vlace who couldn't come out and they tried to
give signs. They dld their best to dig down
and find those neonle without any result.
However on the Lth of November a grou» of
engineers (my husband also helned them) found
a stairway in the back of the old city theater,
and through that stairvay, whleh was breaking
uo, they could find the way into this under-
ground fortress. They found there a fantastic
kXroom which had removable floors and, by Just
nushing buttons, the floor onened un and the
verson who stood in the room fell automatically
into a huge man-grinder which ground up the n»er-
son alive. FHis remaindmex would fall into a
narrow channel mizhasxwhich was washed down
contlnuously with water and led directly Into
the chlef channel of the city. They also found
70 meonle there, nrisoners already dead, naybe
from the tortures and excltement. Those were
the neonle who made the noise before. In an-
other wing of thls underground bullding they
found about 1Y or 20 AVH memnbers alive. They
had food suoplies with them. They were taken
by the revolutionists.

The sadlsm of the »eonle during the
revolution was about 50-F0. Vhemever an AVH
member was killed everybody could be sure that
somé revolutionists or some Innocent mEmmmxhx
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veonle had been murdered before. But to
snoot the AVH neonle was really gmerciful
when I think of the torture and sadism they
inflicted uvon the neonle all those years.

"On the 3rd of November we heard over
the Lnglish broadcasts that at 7ahony new
Russian troovs entered the country. At
the same time our radio station acsured the
wopulation that these troons entered the
country to assure the neasceful withdrawal
of the Russian troons. e hcard also over
the radio, our own radlo, the free radio of
Dunanentele, that the Russians got some
strengthening force in Dunafoldvar. ' iIncle
£zabo called General Maloter and asked asked
him what that all meant. However, Maleter
told him to calm down and assured him that
everything was all right. 7ncle Szabo ine
sisted on having an assurance fr m the Rus-
glans that they w> uldn't attack us but
Yaleter answered a1ite indignantly that it
was a very natural move that the Rugsians
made, that they had to look after their own
safety and be sure that the Hungarian nopu=
lation wouldn't attack them. Uncle Szabo
asked him why the Pusslans came with heavy
vanzers and tanks. Malcter sald that the
new modern armies don't walk around any-
more. They use this haavr machinery. "They
cannot come with bilcycles" he said.

However, Uncle Szabo couldn't ouiet
down. e had a meeting at which we agreed
that we wouldn't sleen that night. Uncle
Szabo divided us into grouns. He had about
2000 or 2200 neonle with hin and he sent us
out to defend different imnortant bulldings.
These were the Archives, the ilitary His-
torical "useum, the Fortress “lanning Office,
the 1 church, Xindsurixkxxbkomx'indszenty's
home, and so ovn. e didn't agree with "ncle
Szabo. e told him he started a war after the
war vwas already finished. Iowever, I myself
had & heavy feeling in my heart too. Around
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3 o'clock In the morning I went over to

the "ilitary Hosnital for medicine. OIn

my way un I heard some cannons from very
fer away. At the sawe time Dunanentele,
Dunafoldvar, Cyor signaled on our radio
recelvers that they had some trouble and
they had to remove thelr stations. flie
didn't get any answer anymore from those
stations and ‘ng mgeneral the broadcasts
stooned. It was about L:30 and the Hun-
garian radio »nrogrsm gave & broadecast with
advice to mothers. Then the »rogran was
suddenly stoovmed and they started to »lay
the fzozat, which was our second national
anthemxxxtixgat L:45. After that Imre Nagy
announced that Ceneral "aleter should return
from the negotiations where he went at 10:00
o'cloek the »revious evening. He announced
that the government was at his olace and he
told the Hungarlan nonulation thet the Rus-
slans attacked Budanest. Then he denounced

the ‘arsaw “act, sent his nessage to Secretary

Hammers jold and to Presldent Eisenhower for
heln. After the \riter's Agsoclation saild
goodbye in five languages to the world and
aromised that the writers wouldn't take nen
in hand and write until they could write the
truth again. Then the Hungarian News /gency
sent a message to the world for heln and the
radio mamixfinished 1ts broadecast with the
S0S sign of Imre Nagy.

"In the 3rd of November 1,0 students
from all grouns went down to the bridge
to defend the fortress from that side. 9n
the Lth of November around noon I heard over
the mamaradlo that this groun was asked to
surrender and »ut out the white flag. I ran
to the »art of the fortress from where I
could look down on the bridge and saw that
already some fighting was gzoing on in the
middle of the bridge. I rsn down the stairs
and met a boy, the only one who could escane
out of the 10, but he himself was badly
wounded and he told me that 1t made no sense
to go down because everybody olse was dead.
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The boys wanted to cross the bridge and
in the meantime, from the other side of
the Danube, the AVH prounms started to
anoroach the revolutionists. Jur groun
wut out a white flag but the A'H didn't
care, They started to kill the boys and
murdered all of them. Bcfore I cscaned
my last televhone call was to find out
how this boy felt.

"In the fortress there followed mad
fighting. In the meantime the first Rus-
slans arrived and went from building to
building looking for weanons. They went
Into a worker's hove hefamzxkhaxrzxmximkia
where some boys who couldn't get home to
the country maxabefore the revolution
started moved in and lived during the reve
olution. The Ruselans singled out those
boys and some other young ones and said
they had weanons. Later on I heard that
20 of these boys were murdered, but I
couldn't check on that event to find out
if it was true or not. What I definitely
know is that they went into the Technical
University and searched all over the build-
ing, took many youngsters, charged them with
hiding w8anons, and shot two of them -
Attila Benyi, who was an instructor at the
Alr Force and Cyula Horvath, who was a
doctor. The wea-ons of these boys were
Just by chance in my anartment, so the
Russians couldn't chonge them wi th hiding
weanons. The Russians rumbled =211 over
the fortress snd ruined everything they
could. They »ut out or destroyed all the
medicine we had in the hosnital. They also
came to my house and I was terribly fright-
ened because in the basement I had nany
weanons. '"hen my maid saw them as’oroaching,
ve nut a sheet in gasoline and 1lit it up.
“hen thoy entered the courtyard of the house
we thre the burning sheet out the window.
The Russians were shocked from that side and
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ran inside. In the meantime, we ran
downstairs and when they asked vhat the
fire in the courtyard was, we said we
didn't know anything and we vere ter-
ribly frightened ourselves.

"AY1 the besutiful old »ubliec bulld-
ings viere rulned by the Russlans. They
also ran into the Archive building just
when we wanted to nut the old folios and
tremendously valuable documents and »aners
in the basement. It was wet down there,

and we honed the naners wouldn't burn there.

In the meantime the Russlans surrounded the
building and found us there. They started
to identify the neonle in the next room,
and when I heard that, I climbed out of
the window which had a very wide window
nanel because I was afrald. At that time
everybody knew me already and the neonle
knew about my activities. BPBefore I could
move comnletely out of slght a Russian
entiered the room and saw my leg in the
window. He shot Zme through the window

in the leg. Lut he dldn't come after me.
I saw how the lusslans dragged away the
neonle there, together with a 1ll-year old
girl who was denorted and never came back.
The Russians didn't understend what tne
veomle wanted and what they were doing in
that bullding. Vhen they asked the veovnle
next to us what they wanted there, they
sald that it was a museum and they wanted
to save the treasures. The Russians said
laughing that if they wanted to see a mu-
seum they should go to “oscow. Then the
Rugsian soldiers added "Anyway, the Hune
garians won't exlst for very long.! Hune
gary belongs to Pussia and the Hungarians
willl bc sent to Russia to the far amggawey
mterritories and Russians will come here
who won't meke such revolutions."

"The denortations started from our
atreet around the 12th of Wovermber. In




111/28

F=27

the meantime we heard that from all over
the city neonle were rounded un by the
Russians and that at the lestern railway
statlions there were wagons filled with
neonle ready for devortation.

"Uncle Szabo was st!ll active, now
In saving the Lives of those »neonle who
were imorlsoned or about to be sent to
Rugsia. He went to the Court in Fo. St.
and succeeded in having 25 of our students
released, but we were sure that there vem
gtill many more in those »risons. I heard
aleo that Tncle Szabo went to the Ve tem
rallway stetion once and with some maneuver
he succeeded in one:ring some wagons and re-
leased culte a few denortees who ran away.
As you know, he was hanged by the Rusxkznx
knxExmaawyCommunists in January. By the
way, [ received letters from my relatives
in Hungary which informed me that the Ruzx
gkanxxwaraxxhgragninxxaCommunists were
sharnening a few sticks to noint to ne too.
They would be very hanny to catch me.

"The Pugsians didn't allow us t> bury
our boys. They lay all over the streets.
BiXThey sald that the revolutionists should
Just remain there an? the rats should eat
them un. e stold a few bodies of our close
friends and burled them in our gardens.

"Around the 15th I got a few telenhone

calls from my colleajyues of my husband telling

me that I really should do something because
my name hkwas beginning to be well known.

Every'ody was talking about "Auht “arika from

Orszaghas St., Uncle Szabo's only fighter.

"In the meantime wy husband was told

by his Comnany that he savotaged their con-
struction works. He answered that he was
sure he 'mew what they meant, but he was
sure the Company would need him more than
he vwould need the Comnany. lle took nart

in the construction of all the new bridges,
and bullt about fifty bridges during the
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last twenty years.

Miithin a few days, during the daytime
when my husband wasn't at home, two men
came to us from them nolitical nolice.
ihey said they didn't want anything in
marticular, they only wanted to talk to
him. They ktleft and I called my husband,
asking him not to come home. He didn't
come home for a few days and I saw AVH
men again coming to the sunerintendent,
inculring avout my husband's whereabouts.
The second day he came home for a few
hours, changed his clothes, took all his
navers, and told me to wait for him bo-
cause he definitely would come back to me.
We both had a very bad feeling when we
narted. About an hour »assed when I re=-
ceived a mysterious teleohone call from
e man who didn't tell his name. However,
I recognized his voice. He was one of my
husbandfs colleague at the Commany. He
told me that I should nack right away and
leave the house because the AVH was coming
to »ick un my husband. I contacted my
husband with much difficulty and we made
an annolntment to meet at 6:00 otcloek at
the V.estern Ea%railway station. A truck
driver, an 0ld accuaintance of ours, nrome
1sed to take us to the border.

"In the eourse of our escane we ran
into the AVH at Komarom. They asked all
the neonle to get off the truck and started
to beat us with gunstoecks. .ic were all in
blood. I still have the mark on my face
and on my arms. There werc about 15 AVH
men who stood in a ring and nushed the
neonle from one to the other and every
single one of them beat us. Jhen I was
facing the AVH building for a few minutes
I saw a sign there in huge letters "Officer
on Duty - Palffy." Then 1t occurred to me
that this was the name I heard osver Radio
Free Lurone calling the attention of the

inhabitants of ¥omarom to this wild, sadistic

beast of a Communist -- Palffy. I lost
conscisusness and I fell down so much that
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they threw me back on the truck. We were
all in a terrible condition, and finally
the AVH men let us continue. Of course,
they couldn't find out clearly that we
vanted to escave. lie gaid we were going
to Gyor to »ur relatives and they said
that they would nofify the AV station in
Gyor to check on us. However, xwe got
into an extremely heavy thunder storm and
when we nassed Cyor the rain was so heavy
they could hardly see. Therefore the AVH
veonle didn't ston us and maybe didn't
gsee us at all.”

B. Regarding the cuestion whether Fungary
has galned becsuse of tho revolution, re-
smondent says:

"The whole world gained by the Hungarian
revolution. It was not 2 revolution only for
the Hungarians.

» - 's ideology was unvelled and
the »eonle of the world disillusioned in
Comnunlsms.
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IV. LYPECTATIONS OF HELP FRIM™ THL JECT
NMING TH: REVOLJTION

Ae Regarding what resnondent thought
the vest would do ahout ths roevolution,
resdondent said:

"I definitely exoected the iest to
heln. Ve were aware that Hungary was only
a8 mkeXmsten on the scale for the Russlansx
towards occupying the whole world. The
heaven for them where they want to come
is America."

Bs "We based our exnectations first on
the A=erican broadcasts. i/¢ heard different
encouragcments over the radio. I remember
three days before the "residential election
I listened to a broadecast which sald that
the Americans honed wsisenhower would remain
the “resident of the U.S8. He had preat
chances. They sald he was a great friend
of the Hungarians and right after his in-
auguration he would be in a 9osition to
give all the hel» we had asked for. After
the »eonle listened to such a brosdeast
they were sure of an ar«wed intervention.
The second thing that we belicved in was
that America 1tself was the gymbol of
freedom."

C. "Between Jctober 23 and November R227
I snoke several times to foreigners. I
sooke with Anerican TV men who came to make
a TV show about "indszenty. /e talked Ger=
man. They asked me for information but I
gald I went through so much that I was Just
afrald to give any information. The war
was still going on, and therefore I wasn't
able to sneak. .

"I also snoke to Italian news»aner
men. I sneak Itallan very well. They also
asked for information, even more than the
Americans. They asked for military informa-
tion. Of course I couldn't know what sort
of neonle they were and I was even more afraid
to give them eny sort of information as strang-
€TS8
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"I went also with “rs. I'ish, the English
Consul's wife, to the Bmbassy to bring naners
for one of the Edashaimidelsheim girls who
were relatives of Horthy. She worked at
the Lmbascy and needed sowe identification.

mn
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Ve BSOCIAL CLASS STRUCTURE AND ATTITUDES

A Regard Ing her family background,
resoondent gays:

"My father was the director of the
Engineering and Law Devartment of the
Hydrogen Faclory before the war. He
earned about 1500 vengo ner month, which
was a very high salary, and %in general
we were 1n a very good filnancial situation.
In 1943 he was drafted and he became a war
orlsoner in Russia at the end £of xB19LL,
fle returned in Seotember of 1948, and the
Tfirst thing he said when he entered Hungary
was that he had the dirty Communists to
thank for all this wap Immrisonment. This
was overheard by the guard, and he was taken
back to Russia until March of 1949. Ve had
a beautiful mamahome at Budafok which was
confliscated after his second wife left for
the ‘est in 194,

"My parents were divorced when I was
5 years old and I was mxwith my father from
the age of 11. "y father always loved my
mother but Emy mother didn't want to hear
about him. After 1949, when he returned
to Hungary, he wasmpaid 80,000 forints for
comvensation by the factory and dismissed.
He had many troubles with the AVY because
of my mother's family, who owned 1200 acreg
around Godollo and he was always questioned
whether he wished to have this land back,
and 0 on. The land was conf'iscated during
the time he was in Russia.

"After six months he was called back
by the factory into the Accounting Yeparte
ment with 600 forints salary but because
he didn't want to Join the Party he was
dismissed again. Then ther a:z%ed him baeck
again and it went on like that. Once he
ralsed his voice at a wroduction meeting
and he was nut in »rison for two months
by the AVH. FHe had a very difficult life
after 1945,"
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"My mother came from a very wealthy
family. She had a great cemwnt factory
In Roumania at Des and differcnt houses
in different citles. They were all con-
flscated. 1In 1947 she escaned to Belgium
and came to the TU.S. in 1951. I myself
had gulte a lot of real estate. First of
all, the factory snd some of her houses
were jolnt »ronerty between my mother and
mé. Pesldes that I had two coonerative
anartments which were conif'scated by the
Communists who woved in forcefully in my
absences I also had a double avartment
house lot at the South railway statlon
which was taken from me in 196. Ste»
by sten, they confiscated everything.
Referring to my social background, I was
unreliable, clerical, reactionary and a
class enemy. Beside that they =m%sald I
had too much education and snoke too many
languages, vwhich m:de me a sny susnect.,

"My husband was an engineer in the
Canz s&ioyard before 194F and had about
the same salary as my father at that time.
After 1945, during the big inflation, his
allowance was paid in one amount in the
inflation nengos and he was »nut in »mension.
After he was dismissed he became an engineer
in a nrivate enterorise but the constructor
conldn't get too much work because he was
8 Maszek. In 1947 the Bridge Constructing
Denartment of the Yinistry of Post and Transe
oortation called him in and gave him the éob
where he stayed untll we escaned. In 194
he recelved 4000 forints »er week. Then a
decree brought In new rules for the salary
categories and his salary was cut from one
day to another to BLO forints »er month.
He asked for his release. For that the
“Inlstry raised his salary to 1000 forints
ver month and later on to 1250 forints,
which he got until 1956,

"My mother mmhad her high school dinloma
and my father graduated from the Military
Academy and then studied for a Rachelor of
Law degree."
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B. Regarding the¢ social classes, re=-
snondent sald:

"Today the middle class doesn't exist
anymore. It was devorted. Those neonle
who were the loviest In our soclety bofore,
lower than the workers, I may say the so-
ciety of loafers, be€ame the middle class.

"The Communist Party gave mkzkrise to
a strange tyve of man which formed another
class in the new soclety, what we called
"the cocktail soclety." It included, of
Party members, half-cultured veonle, on~-
nortunists, ideal Communists, and so on.
In Hungary the workers worked for the
cocktall soclety to enable them to travel
and en joy life.

"The Communists wanted to break up
the o0ld workers' class but the revolution
nroved that they couldn't succeed, no mat-
ter how hard they tried.

"Those veasants who still stayed with-
in the »neasant class rahks had the most
inhuman circumstances.

"Iffyou ask me about my own class, I
can only out myself among the class enemles
as the Commun’sts did.

"According to my oninion the middle
clagss was hardest hit by Communism because
it was very 1little that the mid?le class
could gather during a lifetime and 1t was
all taken away by the Communists. The
aristoerats still had some wealth abroad.
They could esdave and continue thelir lives
nore Oor less 'n foreign countries.

"There was a lack of understanding and

a continuous hostllity between the Communist
class and the other classes. This attitude
shoved an Increasing tendency as more Kadars
got into the higher classes and the workers
and the n»easants sank lower. The middle
class was absolutely nowhere. Sometlmes

at the bulilding constructions a few members
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could be seen carrying water. In the
restaurants there wuere only young neonle,
no middle aged neonle. They drew back
absolutely. I guess the real reaso- for
this hostility was that, for Instance, in
a village near Pecs I worked for a few
weeks and I saw that the brigade leader
on a state farm of 800 acres was a loafer
who got w at 11 o'elock in the morning
and was hated by everybody as a drunkard.
The state farm sroduced almost nothing.
In another village the »resident of the
council was the most stunld woman in the
whole village. She could do nothing but
recite the Stall-ist-leninist dogmas.

Of' course all the other neasants disliked
her.

"As far as the workers are concerned,
the young workers went to the techniecal
school and after they finished school they
were out Into the best jobs, mushing down
the good o0ld exverts.”

C, "In Communist Hungary, thc most im=
nortant thing for an individual to pet
ahead was a 20litical background based on
XXclass orlpgin, nlus a flexible character =~
the abllity to turn fast in new directions.
Talent counted only in the most extreme
cases.

"For 1Instance, I took part in the oven-
Ing of a new bridre at Kunszentmarton. The
oresldent had to dskwamdellver a snecch.
He started by sayl-g we couldn't exmect a
beautiful smeeech from him because he had had
only L nublic school grades and he had no
education. After he finished his soeech
he forgot to cut the ribbon to onen the
bridge, glving 1t over to the »ublic. He
turned away and started to leave. My
husband ran after him and brought him back,
and asked him to sven the bridge. He came
back, slightly owbarrassed, and said "Didn't
I tell you that the L nublic school stands
out of a serson”? This man was honest at
least. The rest vere just the same without
his honesty.
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"4t a wienlc of the Bridge Constructe
ing Comnany, the Party Secretary stood up
and sald the followlng: 'Look, comrades,

I was a loafer all my life. I have never
worked, but once, when I was in a desnerate
financial situation, I stold a hatt. I sold
the hat because I was afraid to take it
home because my wife was bectter than I was;
she wasn't such a gangster. T wont into
the bar and with the nrice of the hat won
600 nengos nlaying cards. Then I went into
8 shon the next day and bought a hat for
myself. From that day on everybody called
me ""ister." The second day I went and
bought new furniture and new c¢lothes and
from that time on I was honored by every-
one. You should remember that story and
follow my examnle.¥ hen my husband told
him that maybe 1t was necegsary, too, to
learn something once in a while, he angwered
laughingkg, 'You, sir, may know how much is
1 by }, but you don't know how to steal a
hat.!

"Once I needed a license for my anarte
mént and I had to go to the "inistry of
Housing and Construction. I had to talk
to the ™inister himself. His mame was
SzijJarto. I lost my tem7er and was rather
fresh with him. FHe asked me whether I knew
who I was talking to. I said that of course
I waes talking to a Communist minister. Vhen
he asked what I meant by Communist minister
I sald '4 velvet chaip without knowledge.!
Fe started to laugh and told me that nobody
sver talked to him with such a big ... %a
and used the most gxcommon exnression, and
gave me the license. This style was common
and normal in all the offices and the high-
est ministerial nlaces.

D. Regarding the groume wn'lch get more
out of the Comnunist soclety than they de-
serve to get, resvondent sald:

"The flrst groun is the newly »roduced
Kadars who are sunnosed to be the foundation
of the new Communist soclety. They are se-
lected from among the cheanest tyoe of men.
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The second groun is the officers »f the
army. Untll lately, for instance, the
army offlcers didn't have to have a high
school degree. Lately the government
made it in connectlon with this new de-
cree, and half the officers left the armny.
The third grous is the AVH members. I
saw 1t myself, for instance, in the %
iknknitro-chemical nlantation of Almasfuzito.
This comnany had a beautiful dinfing room
which had two long rows of tables next to
each other. One table was for the AVH
members and the other was for the workers
of the factory. Because it handled war
materlals, this nlantation was under the
snecial puard of the AVH. Those veonle
usually didn't do anything all day long
but hang around and chat. The workers,
iIn the meantime, had one of the most dang~
érous and difficult jobs of handling nitro-
zlycerin. The AVH members got a salary of
000 forints per month. For breakfast they
had a cholce of coffee, cocoa, tea, smbutter,
Jelly, bacon, eggs and honey. At the other
table the workers got a ready-made notion of
caffein-free coffee and a »iece of bread.”
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VI. FAMILY " IFE UNDER COMUNISM

A, Concerning how the children are brought
un under Communism, resnondent said:

"Communism turned the children against
their oarents. A child had to tell at school
what his »arents sald to each othor at home.
Yy brother's children argued with their »a-
rents all the time. For instance, they saild
once that the teacher told them that they
shouldn't say "I kiss your hand" to their
mothers,which was a regular greeting in
Hungary, because they do not have to be
thankful to their mothers for glving them
birth, and this greeting was the exnresslon
of servilism.

"I wac the wltness of a very sad story.
A Communist counle in our strect had an 8
or 9 year old girl. She was a wild, really
bad child. OJne day she played on the street.
 crippled man in a carrilage came along. She
stared at the man and I told her not to look
at him because she would dream about the man,
who looked terrible. She answered me in 2o
fresh manner that she would be able to sleen
even 1f she saw a man cut into »ieces. In
a few minutes [ saw her father aonroaching
us, and when the crinnled man saw the father
he started to talk to him very excitedly. I
didn't hear what it was all about. .hen we
came near we haard that the crinmnled maen
charged her father with being a Nazl and
having done soemthing to him during the war,
The girl heard the whole conversation. A
few weeks after that I heard that the father
was in orison, and later on he was executed
because the girl was looking and searching
for his naners for days in the zamanartment
whenever she was left alone. Filnally she
found some document and announced to the
nolice that her father was an 8S man. I
talked to the mother later on and she said
the girl was right. This 1s what a Communlist
family looks like.



vI/Lho
F=87

"Jur family belongs to the second group
which grew closer together under Communism,
Fear usually brings veonle together, and I
sunoose that the second tyne is the most
usual tyse of family.

"The su»erintendent used to cheek the
garbage for what neonle ate. I had to burn
the chicken bones 1f we ate chicken once in
a while, because it was considered a luxury.

"The house warden checked on our furs
niture and on the asartment on the whole and
every tuo months the sanitary commissar came
in to check whether our linen and dresses
were all right according to the sanitary code,
and how our food was kent. Of course 1t was
nothing but checking up on our suv»nlies. The
block warden was In charge of vutting together
the references of the three others. At the
block warden meetings neonle discussed who
bought what during the last month or so and
how could this or that tenant do whatever he
had done. ‘henever they found something ir-
regular they announced it at the Party.

"Concerning how children were broug™t
un during the last ten years, resnmondent said:

"Those of the varents who ware #more coursa-
geous tried to discinline their children. The
others, however, just simnly were afrsild of them.
For instance, a 10~year-old girl ran to the »o-
lice and asked for the »rotection of her life
becanse her mother was a Fascist.

"The AVH men and the nolice had a strict
order that they had to be very nolite and
soft with the childron.

"The old middle class, the serious worker's
class and the oeasant famllies could save their
family 1ife and bring up their children to =
large extend the way it was 1n the nast.”

B. Concerning marriage, sex natterns, courtshio,
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resnondent says:

"They felt that for a girl to have
a child was an honor, and for a mother
i1t was a duty.

"There were no more 11llegal children
In Hungary. The marriages were no good.
The women viorked very hard and came home
late at night when they had to 1ine up for
food and cook dinner at 11 at night and
serve 1t with a smiling face. Of course,
this Just simoly didn't work.

"There was a moral decay all over Hun-
gary. It started with the Pioneer "ovenent
and soread all over among the youth. Twelve~
year old pirls drank in the bars and the wo-
men drank more than the men, which was very
unusual. DBefore Communilsgm, ordinarily the
women didn't touch alcohol.

"Parents had no more connection with
the marrlzges of thetlr children, excent
in the good, s=erious families. But this
was more the modern trend than the Communist
Influence.

"In general we can say that Communism
dissolved family life.

"There was not an official wrostitution
in Hungary but 1t was maybe more widespread
than before. The women werc mogtly the
chiliren of workers. They said the work
was too dif:icult for them and it was still
less difficult ohysically to have five friends
then to do this hard work.

"The Communist morality was something
very different from ours. They thought it
was verfectly all right to take off somebody's
clothes on the strect because it was a natural
desire. I saw Russian goldlers with a woman
in a »ark once. The other neonle looked at
them and laughed.
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Co Concerning friendshis between Commu-
nlst and non«Communist veonle, resvnondent
said the following:

"In genersl non#Party members had no
friendshiss with anybody who was a function-
ary in the Communist "arty. They only talked
to those neovle in business or forp thelr own
interest. There ware some other Party members
who only »aid their membershin fee and with
these of course the non-Comunists had some
fréfriendshins. Nevertheless, many friend=
shios were broken becausc one of the friends
became a Party member. Yy husband broke one
of his friendshins because his friend became
a Party functionary. Usually the non-Commu-
nist broke it. The Communists wanted to
carry the verson along with them.

"During the vast years neonle nolitic=-
17ed so much 1n Hungary that everybody talked
about nolities. For instance, my husband and
I never talved about nolitics before 19L4F and
always did after. These »eovle wanted to be
sure when they met someone that the other one
really had the same ooinisn from the bottom
of his heart. Thoze 7eovle who becane friends
this way vere 1solated from the rest of the
soclety.

D.  "The »ercentage of Juvenile delinquents
was not high in Hungary. The Juvenile de-
linquents came from the group of youngsters
uo to 2l years who had a bad education or a
yearning for life. The usually stold or
comnitted some robbery. There were no cases
of murder. The youth didn't have any in-
hibitions becausge according to Communist
teachings God didn't exist. The Juvenile
delincuents came out of every class, even
from the old aristocracy. The Communists
ounished 1t very severely and if they were
drunk when they committed any crime they
got double »unishment.

"If they could gilve a nolitical character
To the case, then the Communists exaggerated
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the Juvenlle delinquency. But if the
merson was a good Kardar, they covered
it uo.

Concerning the Jamvee, resnondent =
said:

"Those youngsters saw the mapazine
ads and dressed up according to the latest
fashion. They usually looked like scare-
crows. Jhey mostly camne out of the debased
middle class. The Jampees usually had a
mixed-un moral life. "any of them became
homosexuals."”
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VIiI. RELIGION

Ao Regarding religion in Hungary, re-
soondent saild:

"Religlon nlays the biggest role in
Hungary. The Roman Catholiec religlon was

hardest hit under Communism because it was

a ma jority.

"Religlon would have been a bulwark
against Communism 1f the »riests didn't
take nart in nolitics. The only way to
ston neoole from going toward Communism
1s to lead them back to God. It is im=
nossible to believe in two Gods at the
same time."

B "Religion was Important for me. I
belleved in Cod and I e¢ouldn't be fright-
ened going to church but I won't get back
my land because of that. Somethlng was
necessary for us to keev up our souls,

"T was as religious as my varents,.
I went to church every Sunday to the -
church in the fortress, which was rather
a dangerous church from the AVH sples
voint of view."

Ce Regarding the function of churches
In society, resnondent said:

"According to my oninion, the nld
educational system was exaggerated, but

religlon should take its nroner nlace in
education.

"I puess censorshin belongs t5 the
"inistry of Culture. A church should take
care of extreme cases only, or if religion
is subjected to mockery.

"Regarding the nolitical role of churches,
I think that the church should ase wre the freedom



VII/L5

of religion but the church should »rohibit
her nriests to deal with nolitics.”

De About the Jewlsh minority, resnondent
said:

"The Jewlsh rellgion was mo»vressed the
same way as the other relliglons, esnecially
lately.

"The Jewish veonle did not have a good
ovinlon of Communism. Vhen they came back
from the German concentration camns they
were In a very had conditlon and, on tom»
of it, everything was taken from them.
They entered the Communist Party mostly
because, at the beginning, wkmx they wanted
to remaln free and indenendent businessmen,
and couldn't get any goods without Party
membershin, khkagxaThey usually had the same
treatnent as everybody else under Communisme.
For lnstance, at my husband's company the
nlght watchman was the former owner of the
bilggest stationery store in Hungary. ihen
my husband recognized him he helned mhim
to get a low Job in an office 1nstead.

But even the Communist Jews changud their
ooinions during the revolution. !liinety-
nine ver cent of the Jews I snoke with
were enthusliastic ahout the revolution.

L Jewlsh man wanted to give us money for
the nurvoses of the revolution, and he
sald he never wanted it back. Ile had a
Jewelry store. I saw myself a lot of
Jewish boys In thec demonstrations and
fighting. They asked me whether 1t was
sure there wouldn't be any nersecution of
Jews under the revolution. I told them
"f'hy should therc be? Don't you see that
we are all together here and nobody ever
asks anybody who is wh8?

"The Jewish veonle wanted an indenendent
Hungary very much. Whoever says the contrary
1s an antl-Semite or a Nasi. They were not
afrald of »ogroms. However I dlscovered that




the Russian soldlers were
They exnlained to me once
and Stalin were the same;
the ssme thing."
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VIII. THE HUNCARIAN Y2''TH

Ae '@ conslder under youth, in Hungary,
from about 16 to 28.

b, The youth »layed the chief role in
the revolution. They were fed un with the
distress under Communism. They saw the
gengeless strugple of thelr narents for
survival.

The youth tock the lead in the reve
olution because they are always more hot-
blooded. They fought for their future but
they were not Instigated by anybody.

The older oveonle suovnorted the youth
In the revolution and the youth honored
the old neonle in 70 ner cent. But in
Hungary as well as all over the world the
general view started to soread that in
natural evolution the old neonle are not
needed anymore.

Ce Regarding the educational system in
Hungary, resvondent said:

"The education in Hungary under Com-
munism was changed over from a nrofessional
education to a nolitical educat!ion.

"The youth could nrogress at school
only according to their Kadar renort.
There was no possibility of getting a
good degree with a bad class origin.

"The cholce of professions was restricted.
The state determined how many students should
study in different brunches.

"The quality of educationwas high only
In mathematics. This was taught on a very
high level. Zverything else was judged on
the scale of nolitics and had a very low
nrofessional value. The teachers or vro=
fessors were chosen from a nolitical voint
of view too. They could never deviate from
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the textbooks by one word. In the case

of the elementary and high school teachers,
1t was enough to have elght grades of

oublic school and then one year of nro-
fessional teachers' college. If somebody
had a better nolitical background, he be=
came a high school teacher with this educ-
ation. If not, he became only an elementary
school teacher."

D. Regarding the Communists indoctrination,
resnondent said:

"Ten ner ccnt of the youth, those who
grew un on the street, came under the influencs
of Indoctrination, hut all those who came from
famlly circles couldn't be affected,

"The Communists wanted to annihilate
our generation atove 25 and they out the
children under state control from 2 years
on and of course in all the schools.

"But the youth never accented indoc-
trinatlon. They saw that the science »roved
a flasco, and after they studied for yeers,
they couldn't add three figures correctly.
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IXe MAJOR DISSATISFACTIONS AS FuLT IN
EVERPYDAY LIFE

A. Regerding the main dissatisfacion
in Communist Kungary, resnondent sald:

"Everybody was most dissatisfled with
the standard of living. There was a slo-
gan In Budanest which sald that our stens
dard of living was so high that we walled
on 1t. It was 1007 lower than the minimum.
No matter how much veo»sle worked, they
didn't get anywhere. If somebody had money,
he couldn't buy anything with 1t. There
was no food, no shoes, no selectlon of cloth-~
Ing, ete. There was just no such thing as a
salary that was enough for a decent 1ife."

B. "Apart from the big wolitical things,
what got most on our nerves was the lack of
time. The main weanon in the Communists?
hands was the division of the nonulation's
time. Lvery minute of everybody was econe
DTHiZGdo "
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X« THe ECONOMIC TLIFE
A. The Standard of Living

"I could get along financielly in
Hungary only with the heln of my mother
from the U.S.

"The food condition was better during
the last 6 or 7 months. Otheruwise it was
horrible. Usually for months we didn't
have flour, sugar. Ve couldn't get more
than half a wound of sugar or two nounds
of Rxamrflour. There was no meat, no lard,
no baecon for the workers. Bacon had been
one of thelr main foods. TI'or 2 eggs we
had to line u» for 3 or L hours."

"Everybody solved the vroblem of clothing
with used clothing. The new elothing had
a very bad cuallty. Peonle were very badly
dressed in general in Hungary. Those who
received vackages from America sent khm(sold) the
clothing to commission shons. I myself
vurchased my dresses usually at such stores.”

"Ls far as housing 1s concerned, after
the war the ruined houses hadn't been rebuilt.
It was imvossible for anyone other than the
Communist functionaries to get an anartment.
The regime bullt some Pont houses (model houses).
Ninety-nine »er cent of these were given to
Communist Party members. Many peonle lived
In basement and store snaces for yesrs.

"I considered it a luxury to dress up
nronerly, buy a good book, or go to a concert.
A concert ticket cost 25 or 30 forints hut
with the hairdresser, taxi and everything
together, 1t always went uo to over 100 dollars
an evenlng, which was about a nerson's four-day
earnings.

"Our standard of living changed for the
worse only from 1945 on. I missed most the
theater, books -~ inaxwa word, culture. De=
sides that, I missed being able to sit down
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with our frlends and talk freely about our
orobleme. Nothing has been changed for us
since the Communists took over. OJur stan-
dard of living was lowest in 1952-E3 and
the highest in 1948-49.

"The families of the ralsed Kaders
have never had such a 1ife before. They
were much better off than any other neonle.
In the fortress there liv:sd a Communist
famlly, the wife of a vlllage barber who
got from the government the former nalace
of the Csaky family. The woman »ut a
wooden wash tub in the middle of the court
and the dlrty children nlayed around. The
once beautiful garden was ruined, full of
weeds. The house was never renaired. She
got 3000 forints »lus »remiums as “er sa-
lary, and was fetched, together with her
chiildren, by the "arty automobille azl the
time.

"I guess what accounted for the Hune
garlan standard of living during the last
eight years was that Hpngary stuffed Rug-
sige .e produced only for the Russians
and nothing remained for our nonulation.
If a nerson wanted to get a oot for a
newly born child, he had to get a certif-
icate from the Council Houss. He could

only get 1t by showing the birth certificate

of the child.

XRegarding their income in lungary
during the nast ten years, resvondent said:

"'y husband's salary was 1850 forints.
The deductions were the following: we had
to nay 8L forints In taxes because we had
no children, 186 forints for 97eace loan‘,
30 forints for wnion fees, 2nd about 20
forints for subscrintlon to comvulsory
magazines.

"4t the beginning and around 1950,

every commnany »nald »oremlums to its emoloyees.

Then they lessened it to every 3 months and

at the end they »roved that the commany worked
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with ¢ s and therefore they sto9ned
vaying o1t oremiums. During the reyolu-
tion my husband got, together with every=
body else in the comrany, 3000 forints in
aremlums.

"¢ didn't have any gecondary source
of income. It was »nrohlbited.

"I worked at the Surface Construction
Comvany as a technician for 920 forlnts in-
1951 from June to October. Deductions were
5l forints because I »ad no children, 92
forints for neace loan, and ahout 3 forints
union fees. hen I worked at the Anmerican
Embassy from 1952 to 1955, I maukrecelved
900 forints ner month. My husband never
rccelved a raise. His salary was lessendd
from 2000 forints to 1R50."

G Regarding the nrice and quallity of
goods, resnondent sald:

".ie bought food only at the state
stores -~ the Rozert. ™“aszek stores were
altogcther avout 8 to 10 in number in the
whole city. For vegetables we went to the
state market which was very exvmensive.

The market »rice:s were higher thn the
Kozert orices by about 1007. The gquallty

of the food at the Kozert was imnossible
but once Iin 2 while, for examnle, we naid
©1+30 for an egg at the Kozert and wC «00

at the “arket. Hou.ever, the Kozcrt eggs
were almost always not fresh. At the Ko
zert stores everything could be gotten if
the maneger was an old ac usintance. The
foods which were mostly mlsging from the
maret vwere maat, rice, farina. Sometimes
for years we couldn't get thos goods. The
bread was unbesrable. It was black, usually
not baked, and we found shoelaces and such
things in 1t very often. The nubliec food
suonly was the worst that can be imegined.

I once tought, for instance, a small can

of goose liver. . hen I went home [ reallized
there was a French stam» on the box which
said "Not taken over because of quality.”

I went baek Immediately to the shoo and as'ed
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for the comnlaint boo. ™ost of the neovnle
didn't %now irench and thercfore they couldn't
realize that this was an uncatable trahssort
of goose liver that Hungary exported to Irance
but the French scnt back bucause of the cualitye.
I told 1t to the manager and he sald they knew
it was bad but if they naid attention to such
minor things their nervous systems couldn't
steand it. I couldn't listen to sueh \mscrusue
lous tal% and »nut xxgExkxeverything into the
comnlaint book. That same afternoon the di-
rector of the Kozert ran un to my house and
acked me tec give back the hox of goose liver.
I refused and said I had to send it out forp
examinatlon. I got 1t back later on with

the remark that It was unfit to est.

"In 19¢4 the prices went um. Pretty
soon the government announced some price
cuts, just for nropaganda, but 0-1ly the
orice of a very chean sort of eating choc-
olate, some sosns and soap flakes, tooth=
vaste and rolls went doun by a few cents.

"The clothing, as I said before, we
bought in the second-hand atores, but
usually ~eonle bought them at state stLores.
the cuality becamo worse and uorse. The
gxErxRgovernment didn't dare to ralse the
orices, therefore thoy lesscned the quality.

"Wery often the retail outlets were
unable to sup»ly the consumers. In 1952
for 2 months we couldn't get any flour,
sugar or lard. Tor instance, we got half
a vound of lard for a weesk. Usally in
the Fall we knew in advance we wouldn't
have any supnlies because that was the
time when everything was delivered to Fuse
sla and the goods disaonearcd from the mar’-e t.

"To gt standard smare narts was somotimes
Imnossible. No motorcyecle narte were available.
e might get a new »art if we brought baer the
old, but this als> hannened seldom only. Not
even the factoriecs or the comnanies could get
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soare narts. For irstance, my husb:nd had
to send down divers to take the wire roves
off the sunken shins because they couldn't
get wire rone at a’l on the market.

"The Black “arket started 1in 1951, in
food and later on 1n woolen materials, for
instance. The goods we couldn't get in
Hyngary were usually smuggled from abroad
and the “rices were twlice as high. I
think it was done by iIndividuals. It was
not an organized merket. It was nunished,
in the case >f food, by ¥ to 10 years, but
of course 1t was a good excuse to »ut
Innocent seonle in orison.”

B, About her viorking day, resvondent said:

"As a draftswoman I worked either at
the nlant or I had to travel. Sowetimes I
traveled 800 miles wa week with the motor-
cycle. I had to collect the Bullding jour-
nals and check on the labor schedule. If
I worked at the nlant I got uom at L o'clock
in the morning, my bus started at 5:45 and
I reached my working vlace at 6:15 with a
short walk at Dunaventele. The work didn't
gtart until 7 o'cloek but I had no other
bus contact. From 12 o'clock to 12:30 we
had "unchtime. The canteen of the nlant
was dangerous. Very often food nolsoning
occurred. Therefore, I 2referred to take
my own sandwich, which was generally the
same that the heavy workers took with them --
bread with lard, if lard was available. e
worked until © o'ecloek in the afternoon, but
if we dldn't finish we had to stay until 10
or 12 at night without naild overtime. only
If a »erson was in a certiln salary eatepgory
would he be naid mmmxovertime. I regularly
sleot six hours dailly, generally got home
at 7 or 7:30 at night. Then I went shoooing.
Some Kozert shonsg were oven until 9 ofclock,
but then I had to go to 2 certain nlace. On
such a day we were free at 1:00 A.M.

"They kent me at this job because they
tolerated my exverience.
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"My colleagues werc very nleasa-t but
vorked to death. OJur surervisors were not
of the first degree. I was usually very
fresh with them, but somehow they could
stand i1t. Our chief Bullding “anager was
the main fipgure at our »lace. He was a
former mason's assistant, without any teche
nical knowledge. Sandor, “inister of Builld-
ing and Constructlion, was down at the »lant
every second day. Ve co1ld see that the
chief Building Yanager was his tool, his
ounpnet."

"I liked my work very much."

"Twenty nor cont of my colleascues were
experts, the rest were amateurs full of pgood
will. Imwas In charge of the nlacement of
nersonnel. The Party woi1ld tell me that so
and so w-s coming and I had to find such and
such a nlace for him. WVany of these neople
were informers whom the Party wanted to »ay
for their services. The average was 5 out
of 10 neonle were informers.

""y suservisors never nralsed me but
if I left my desk onen it was reason enough
to be fired immediately. If anybody mis-
nlaced one of the drawings I was iIn charge
of I was fined 200 forints.”

Regarding the Vacation Plan, resnond-
ent sald:

"The Vacatlon Plan was according to
Party membershin, Stahanovists’ first. In
a company where 000 emnloyees worked, about
ten got the "lan. I don't %Xnow much about
the other »rograms because I never used them."

Be Regardlng agriculture in lungary, re-
spondent saild:

"The standard of living was better In
the country, esnecially from the noint of
view of food. But politlcally, it was very
narrow. There was no nossibility of hiding
if somebody was in danger.”
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Regarding the farmers! Cooneratives,
resnondent said:

"Wnen I thought about the farmers!
cooveratives at first, my !dea was that
our neasants uere no good for collective
works. They are too individualistic. And
this 1s what actually haonened.

"In the farmers! cooperatives the loss
was tremend.us. lop instance, I was in
Pincehely, Tolna Cofinty, in a farmers' coe
overative. The agricultural machines lay
all over, rusted, because they were Russian
machines and the Hungarians didn't know how
to use them and they didn't even want to
work them. I saw a harvest with a combine.
The stubble it left behind was half a yard
hlghy and the machine ski-ned large natches
of wheat.

"At many places the farmers! cooper=
atlves automatically dissolved because the
cost of administration was very high and
the »roduction was very low. I took vart
in a meeting once at ~engovarkony in Baranya
County. Ihere was a bitter fight at the
meeting about the settling of accounts.

The coomerative was not able to distribute
the wheat they sowed, nor the seed for next
year. The state didn't rive sunsort because
therec was too much loss. The result was a
fighte The veasants took their nersonal
nronerty and started to divide the land of
the cooneratives among thcmselves,”

Regarding the agricultural system she
would 1li%e to see 1n an indenendent Hungary,
resoondent sald "No large estates in one
hand. TLarge lands should be kent together
In one oilece for those vho want %o continue
farming collectively, but with a good loan
and agricultural system. The "rivate land
of five to ten aerea shouldn't be touched,
but in general I guess the neasants should
decide what system they want,"
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XI. THE POLITICAL LIFD

A Talking about the situation beBore
1948 and her Interest in nolitics, re-
soondont said "I have been interested in
nolitics since ; 's death. I went
into onnosition already before the war
vinen the German influence started in Hun-
gary. I was apalnst dictatorships. My
oninion was the same during the war.

"Ifter 1945 I jolned the Szabadsag
Party. I saw a new lead in it. I saw
that Sulyok drew the symvathy of most
Intellectuals. Hiw brave stand o108 ing
the Communlists affected me. I saw the
future more secure in the hands of the ine
tellectualse.

"My brother was a member of the Party
but he also joined the Szabadsag Party, and
my husband did the same.

Regarding her feelings about the Come
munist Party before 1948, reswondent said:

"Regarding the Communist "arty in 1919,
I heard only about the terrors. cven the
Soclal Democrats didn't like the Communists.

"During the war I became more definite
about the bluff of Communism. The firet
Communism I ever gaw in my life came into
our basement after the Russians occunied
Budanest. He had a »ad on which he took
down all our awishes and he made all kinds
of nromises to suonly us with food, cloth=
ing, baby stuff and so on, snd he never
returned. I remember well how bad I felt
about that.

"After 1948 I ohly feared Communism
as an unknown danger, but lster on I saw
in reality what evil waxmkit meant.
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B. Concerning the Communist Party from
1948, resnondent said: _

"There are “arty members who are oven,
self-assured. They are educated by the
Party and get fravors and orotection from
the sSoviet Union. This womI would call
the Gero type. They are very often Russian
cltizens and usually don't tallk Hungarian
very well.

"The other tyve are those who are “arty
members because of fear, or did something
they have to hide. They can be directed well
with intimidation.

"The peovle enter the "arty mostly for
Jobs and for fear of losing their jobs.

"The "arty members criticize the Party,
only the well-vnaid members don't do so nub-
liely. A Party Seeretary who worked in the
"inisterium told me that the Party was bound
to fail because of the one-narty system.

The ldealist Communists saw in general that
the dissolution witnhin the “arty was unavoid-
able mostly because of the low standard of
living and the dictatorshi-s of Moscow. The
real, ideal Communism cannot be realized.”

Regarding the Party nolicies, ros»ond-
ent said:

"ithin the Party thers wers great
changes. The fuslon with the Social Dewo-
crats was followed by the class order. The
Party classified its own memnbers from the
tom ten thousand down to the gray’/Party men-
bers. About 1950 there was a great change
when tho lower classes in the arty asked
for the change of the ton leaders because
the standard or Living had pone down. This
wes followed by mass arrests.

"During the Rajk times the arty was
divided within {tseclf and mostly the !deal-
let Communlists fell out of the Party. They
were charged with sabotage mostly.
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"During 1953 Imre Nagy had a '
nollcy. Nobody really knew what he wanted.
He was an educated Communist who studied in
Yoscow and this was enough for the »eonle

to hate him. 1In our eyes basically he served

Moseow too. However, dihls bending toward
Titolsm caused a softening in every ficld.
The frcedom of sneech becsame 207ghetter.
The Party talked about the abolition of the
farmers' cooperatives. They drooned the
number of the seminars and the comulsory
reading of the Szabad Nen. There was a
general lessening of the nervous nressure.
After the Nagy regime, the Party came 4o

the oresent setun. The veonle showed an
extreme dislike toward Rakosi, Cero, Piros
and similar Party leaders. It was more

and more difficult to organize, for instance,
a "ay lst demonstration. Finally the n»eonle
were forced to go; otherwisge they would have
lost thelr jobs. But even 80, 1t hannened
that the demonstration broke un right in
front of the Main Tribune.

"The economic changes were only teche-
nical. Uhenever they dlstributed bread or
any other goods they made a demonstration
and the Russians filmed the scene. I am
sure that meny of the Vestern fcountries
showed these films in their movies as Pro=-
Russian »rovagands,

"I judged the Party morale by the be-
navior of Party members. They viere like
selsmogranhs. They had definitely a special
gense of where and how to anvly their system,
where and how to talk about molitics, and
wherc not. It is a verfectly tralned column,
the Communist Party. To gain this knowledge
they keev informers and snies in every layer
of society. There were, for Instance, lots
of old aristocrats in their spy ring.

X”erarding the leadershin of the Com-
munist "arty, resnondent says:
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"The leaders of the Communist Party
followed the Moscow line without individual
oninion. Since the fusion mExkkawith the
Soclal Democratic “arty no leaders or =nine
laters have been in power who havc Hungarian
wlll or individual conecentions.

"Collectively, the Communist leaders
were a herd of sheeo who obeyed Moscow.
Individually, nartly uncultured small
dictators or the other tyse the nleasant
yes-man who nromised everything but never
did anything.

"The small mParty nembers were afraid
only for their jobs. The leadershin had
hlgher economic interests.

"'hen Hungary 1is inde-endent the Come
munist leaders should go home to Russia or,
as an old peasant said when I was in the
country: 'The Communist leaders should be
walled in and then jack-knives should be
given to each of them and he who comes out
alive will win.!'"

C. Regarding the ovnosition to the
Communist government before the revolution,
resvondent said:

"There were continuous so-called sabotages
against the regime in 1945. During the first
three years maybe mainly workers dismounted narts
from imnortant machines and they n»nroduced waste
on nurvose. DBut, for instance, at the Canz shipe-
yard even a shi» was blown un. They could never
I'ind out how 1t really hanpened. IAXIZKE

"In 1948 in the cloth factory of Baja,
on thos¢ machines whlech made =aterial for
military uniforms, somebody cut all the
threads in every hour. llobody could ever
find out how 1t hannened. Just miraculously
all the threads were eut. Tvo managers were
dismissed. Another time at Csevel all the
machines were x¥Xfilled wlth sugar. This
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was followed by an arrest on a large scale.
That hapvnened in 1950.

"In 1951 during the wave of »rice in-
crease, there were comnlicatlions of »rovision.
In the different olants the workers demanded
that the factory take care of their feeding.
They dldn't get a favorable answer at first,
and many of the workers stayed home. But
then the factoriles nromised food to those
who would return to work. Around that time,
even the newsnapers wrote about the sabotages
of workers.

"In 1952 in Pecs, the miners didn't
want to go to work because of the low wages.
They were forced to go finally and got a
small raise.

"In 1953 the workers refused to take
vart in oroduction meetings about norm raises.
Many got discinlinary nunishment and their
hourly wages were decreased. Also in 1953
the students had a silent demonstration.

There was an agreement that all the students
in the high schools in Budavest would stand

u? and keen standing for an hour, or not go

to class mxzat all as a demonstration against
the compulsory Russian language education.

"In the last period the oonosition was
more frequent. For instance, I myself during
the last electlon took my voting naner with
me and nut an empty naper into the ballot box."

Regarding the actlvities of the intellectuals,
resnondent said:

"As a groun, the intellectuals were
isolated but oractiecally, with the mixing
of the nonulation, a lot of o0ld intellectuals
were mixéd with the workers as doormen or law
clerks and this way the intellectuals and work-
ers talked together all the t'me and the in-
tellectuals enlightened the workers. In 1951,
the mixing of the vonulation reachied 1ts veak.
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The whole nation wuas coginletely mixed --
aristocracy with neasants in devartation,
middle class alongside workers. I guess
this situation caused the fermentation
unconsciously.,

"Fron the old group of writers, when
the new iiriter's Agsociation was established,
a lot of writers were dismissed. These wrlters
started to write at home and nimeograoh their
books. I myself read a book like that which
was tyoewritten. The title was "The Real Face
of Communism" and 1t talked about the back-
ground of the Communist Party leaders, their
education, origin. It »roved that they all
came from Fussia, This book listed the great-
est enemies of Hungary among the leaders, and
talked about the lives of Stalin and Lenin. I
had heard ebout those things before, but in
this book everything was »roved. Of course,
these books were given from hand to hand by
the most intimate friends.

"In 1953-54 the Comnunists »ut ma lot
of books on the Index -~ foreign books, Steln-
beck, Cronin, Zilahy, “arail. These two latter
were refugees. They as»ed for snace in the
nevsnaners and they asked ouestions of the
oubllic. They wanted to know why thlngs were
hanoening as they were, and I guess this lead
finally to the establishment of the “etofi
Cirecle. It was nlanned already in 1952 as
a groun >f young writers. Then I heard about
its establishment in 1955. I guess, however, in
the Petofl Circle the Communists mXghad a big

role. Thelr nurnose was, of course, free writing

and exnression of oninion. But two contrasts,
In my ovinisn, met ink the "etofi Circle «- the
blg Communists and the arifanti-Communists.

"I guess the intellectuals stand un against
the regime because their glass was filled faster

by Comunism. They were more sunsressed than the

workers."
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XII. THBE ARPARATIS 5F ®30ER

A. Regarding the AVH, the Hungar lan
secret nolice, resnondent said:

"The menbers of the sceret n0lice
were chosen under a wellenlanned system
modeled on the Soviet exammle. They came
from the worst tyne of veople, ouarrelsome
drunkards who were not afrald of anything
and had not!:ing to lose. %In my oninion,
60; of the AVH members were former Nazls.

“Pegarding my nersonal exneriences
With the AVH, £I and my famlly were taken
to the volice in a long series of incidents.
The sequence was ab-ut as follows. First,
my husband's brother was ta%en in in 1946,
He was beaten terribly because his store
was nalnted green. Then he was released
but within a few weeks they took him back
three times. 1In Yarch of 1946 my husband
was called in and they asked him about my
mother. They dldn't touch him, only put
down his address. In the Fall of 196 I
was taken finally. They started with big
slans on my face, asking about my »arents.
I was there for I days, cuestioned all the
time about where I onut my mumkREmmoney and
where my mother was. After I} days I lost
consciousness and they took me to the clinic.
However, as soon as I recovered they took
me back again and then they started to ask
what narty I belonged to, what connections
with the Cermans, 414 I 8oy for the Cermans,
what did they »ay me, and 1f I had businesas
contacts with the Germens. Finally my hus-
band was able to get hold of nanmcrs to nrove
that I had never had any contact with Cermans.
But my mother had business contacts with them
in the cement factory. Finally, they released
me.

"The next was my uncle. The AVH brought
him in,although he was absolutdly innocent,
because he was a Un'versity orofessor. In
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connection with his case I wis taken in
again for s day. They said they would de-
port me. I was thrown in a cell together
with LOO neonle. I was lucky because I

lay
air

near the door and could get a 1lttle
from under the door. ie eouldn't move

at all in that »lace.

"In 1947 my brother was arrested and

taken to the AVH because he was a teacher '

and
His

they said he agitated against Communism.
legs were torn into shreds and he was

keot in for one and a half months. I wanted
to heln my brother and in connection with
thls I was taken again. Thev kent me there

for

two weeks, questioning me continuously

whether I was a sny or not.

"In the same year another uncle of

mine was taken. He was the Director of

the

Yelss Yanfred factory. He was sentenced

to aix months of forced labor. After this,
my sister-in-law was taken and s>me other
family members. It would really take too
long to list them. I myself was questioned
once more In 1955 and they told me not to
return to work for the U.S. Smbassy.

"It was terrible for me, what I went

through. The AVH wag a worksho» for destroy=-

ing
that

neonle. I can't recall Ehmxdarkxireangzv i thout irony,

after the U Andrassy St., the famous

AVH building was torn down, the Communists
bullt there a state store which wore oroudly
on its facade "Kozert,?awhich would mean in
knglish something like "for the oublic," or
"for the community."”

A"H
suic
to t
the
that
comm
had

"I read once in the newsnaser about an

man who left the AVH and wanted to commit
1de but didn't die. ihen he was trarsferred
he regular volice. I wasmkkinterested in
case and I incuired a 1ittle bit and learned
he tried to commit suicide because he was
letely horrified by the things he himself

to do there.
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"I heard about another story which
hanoened at the AVH Dunafoldvar where I
worked. I even know his name. He was so
shocked, too, because of the things that
he saw at the AVH, that he wanted to get
out of this organization somshow. Now=
ever he knew it wasn't very easy. I'inally
he decided that he would steal something.
Through this he #might be able to leave the
AVH., This is what he did. He broke into
& den0ot of the AVH andzzmstold some clothing.
Thls was very well planned. He was nut in
orison and rcleased after one year and then
he was fired from the AVH. He went back to
his old village and his 01d friends at the
wolice there hired him.

"U'hen Hungary 1is indenendent, the mem=
berz of the AVH should be tried. The lenders
should be tried as war criminalg.”

Regarding the repgular police and 1ts
behavior, resnondent said:

"The regular volice was a good organ=
l1zation. Of course thers were some AVII
aembers bullt into the regular nolice too.
The nolicemen were simnle neonle. Thelr
training was not sufficient and thelr chiefs
were Party members and sometimes former
criminals. During the last 2 or 3 years
the nolice were imor.ving. "any old nolicew~
men were taken back. Corruntion in the runks
of the »olice was about 507,

"During the revolution the nollce be-
haved excellently. They cave all their
weanons to the revolutionists and they helped

from the first minuse the revolution broke out.
For Instance, the 70lice denartment of Pauler St.
and also the nolice denartment of Ziehi Jeno St.
EroExaxergave all thelr squinment to the revolu-
tionists. Some wollcemen went to the border with
trucks for medicine and brought it back for us.

B. "Before 194F the courts were falr.
Judges were not eorrunt.
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"After 19,5, every case was changed
over to a »nolitical case in the mmmwm
veonle's courts and thelr work was not
objective at all. But I don't mow much
about them.

"Treatment of war eriminals was ahout
507 just but the conviets didn't have a
chance to defend themselves,”

C. Concerning the Hunrarian army and
the part 1t nlayed durlng the revolution,
regnondent saild:

"The Hungarian army heslitated in the
firet 48 hours. I exverienced fighting with
them oersonally when they were sent, on the
25th and 26th, to the fortress to fight
againset us., Vithin an hours, however, they
were fighting with us.

"The honest, sincere manifestation
came from the simole soldisrs. The officers
dldn't know what turn the revolution would
take and they were cautiouss But at the
radio bullding it was an officer who died
first asking the AVH not to shoot at the
students. /After the revolution took a de-
finite line, the armored corns of Retsag
were ready to Joiln right away. Xecskemet
sent out ailrplanes which threw lesflets
telling us that they were ready to come
and join us. From all over the country
the different army grouns sent messapges
that they were on our side.

"The veasant boys wers braver 4 ring
the first &Zfew days. They got under way
first but later on ecverybody mingled.

"Ihose who didn't join were officers
who wanted to make careers asg »olitisal
officers or some others vho consldersd the
whole thing from the voint of view of thelr
promotions.

"I was surorised about the army's action.
Even so I wanted, in my heart, for them to Join
us in everything. I was havpy to see that the
country couldn't be divided. The ~most amazing



thing was, however, "aleter's coming over.
Ve brought the first weanons, by the vay,
to the "illlan barracks from Szabo Bacsl."

D. Regarding thé Tussian army troons in
Hunpary, res-ondent said:

"The feellng against the Russisns in
Hungary was due to 1945. They didn't bew
have llke an occunational foree that wants
to withdraw, but they came as enemies and
remained enemies.

"In 1945 I vreferred to dle than to
meet the Russiansz. The saorovaganda sgaingt
Russia was too strong in Hungary.

"Vly versonal sxnericnee in 1945 wasn't
very wleasant. They took five of mus from
our homes, together with a ll-year old girl
and they raned everybody. The girl died
later on in the hosvital from bleeding.

"Everything was taken from my anarte
ment by the Russians. ¥They have a rough
soul. Their system 1s wild. However, they
themselves are always afraid. They hate
everybody in surone and everybody in America.
Voroshiloff; told me once at a feast that the
Russians want to crush the whole world. "It
ls very good if the Americsne work and bulld
their beautiful cities. They build for us,"
he said. "The Russlans w1ll go to Neu Yopl.?¥"

"In general the Russisn soldlers acoursed
the Soviet system terribly. They saild that
they would orefer to commit suicide than to
go home. They also told us that they had no
freedom of movement in Russia. Lvery soldier
who fought in Eurove was nut in a la ¢ %o
forget about things after they returned. They
always sald that everything was very »rimitive
in Russia. ™"y higband had conferences very
often with Russiana and heo said that every
Russian he knew was very orimltive but nolite
and willing. But the Rusgsians axlzordsred the
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Hungarians to bulld all their bridges, even
the smallest ones, to the Russian T-?ﬁ tanks,
wilch indicated for my husband that the
Russlans were nrevaring themselves for a war.

"Those Russian troops stationed in Hun~
gary were frlendly. They changed among the
Hungarlans. They said very often that &kk
thelr fate and the fate of the Hungarilan
veonle is Just the same and it is un to pgm
God. But they said we all have to be free
gsome day. The Russians were always ovpressed
but they would like to be free.

"The Russians couldn't be very well
acouvainted with the Hungarians. For instance
Hungarian girls didn't go out with Russian
soldiers, mostly because Russians couldn't
marry Hungarlan girls becauge of “Moscow's
order. Some of the soldiers were away from
thelr homeland for 1l years,and those esnec-
lally viere against thelr leaders in "oscow.

"During the revolution, esmecislly in
the first few days before the troons were
reolaced, many Pussian grouns joined the
revolutionists. 1In Erecsi nd Vecaeg, all
the Russian tanks uwh'ch werc sent there
surrendered to the revolitionists. In
Budanest, at the kivrkiweLiberty Bridge,
Russlans joined the youth and surrendered.
Because of that, as I heard from a man who
was of Russian origin (hs worked in the
hos»ital at Alkotas Street), in the court
of the hosnital ten Russian officers wers
executed by the Russians.wkmxzsit that tive
it would "ave been very easy to settle the
rcvolution betwecn the Hungarian demonstrate
ors and the Russian army, but the new re-
olacement troons were all young “longolians
around 22 years old, and very wild.

"The food supply of the Russians was
extremely bad during the revolution. Their
main food was barley cooked in water. I
rerember when I brought food for this
w-.unded boy whom I nlaced with the family
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together with the other wounded boy, I saw
a Russian soldier in the doorway eating
thls barley. When I went into the boys I
told them that even if they werc wounded
they should be havoy because they got
chicken from me while the Russisn soldier
was eating bare barley in front of the
door. I remember that my boy stood un iIn
the bed; he wa: excited and said "Oh, but
then I really should give him some of my
chicken because he 1s also only a woor man
who 1s fighting in war."

"Many Russians helned the peonies to
cross the border. At Wallen there was a
rescue squad of Russian goldiers. They
took all the 9eonle to the bonder and
showed them their way in return for a

1ittle alcohol or sowue money,

"During the revolution it han»endd
that Russian soldiers fought against the
AVH because the Hungarians nut REsxztaxtiungarian
flags on the Russian tanks and the AVH
sterted to shoot at them.

"Some Russian soldiers attacked each
other also by mistake. South of Budancst
on a foggy mammigwmorning two grouns of
Russian troops shot at each other for hours
becanse they dldn't recognlzc each other.

"About the Russian atrocities, I have
already discussed them in connection with
my oersonal exneriences in the revolution."

L. Regarding govurmment officials who
wo1ld be willing to help neonle in troubls
against the rules, res~ondent soid:

"There were peosls who joined the
Communist "arty in order to heln others.
I don't know about government ofiicials,
but I know about two Party secretarles.
one was wlth a Restoring Comneny. If a
man was dismlssed from the Commany, he »ut
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the »erson back in his job and told the
Party that he wanted to watch the nerson
nolitically, Xand this was why he kent
hin. The other was kat the Yinistry of
Transnortation. If a punishment was re~
leased, he obliterated it as =zthe Party
sEgrexsecretary. However, in all the
government offices it was nosszible to get
around rules by glving money to the offic-
ials. There were many cases of getiing
around the rules. e called these neonle
toll collectors or the collecting badmen.
This was oracticed only by Communist mem-
bers in really serious vositions. It was

punished strictly. Some of them were even
hanged/
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XIII. ASSESSMLNT OF FITURL PROSPECTS FOR HUNGARY

™7 "o i Kadar 'will be dismissed and
"Munich wll follow him in nower. The neonlas
hate Kadar too much. This is why the Rug-
glans will dismiss him.

"The Russians will fail against the
West vreaching neaceful weans. However,
they can only be influenced by force and
intimidation,

"I hove that there will be a revolye
tion in Russia. Too many soldiers went
back from the Viest who saw the elrcumstances

there and the veonle are terribly dissatis-
I'ied.

"I don't want war between the U.S. and
Russzia. The peovle will consider was as a
final solution 1f nothing else works, but
if war came, the neonle wouldn't mind 1t
enywey. They even said they wouldn't mind
if the atom bomb fell on them. They are
ready to pay whatever orice they must and
those who remain alive will have a better
1ife. I myself think a wer 1s nossible
and if it is going to hannen, it will hap-

ven oretty soon. It will be due to the
Russilans.

"It would be possible to reach inter-
national agreements through the Un'ted Na-
tions if the TN troons would occuny Hungary.

B. Regarding the »rosnects ih Hungary dure
Ing the last eipght years, resvondent said:

"I saw the situation as hopeless. I
thought we just had to understand that step
by steo we would be devorted to Russia. The
Russians brought more and more Russian
families into Hungary."
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XIV. SOCIAL, POLITICAL AND ECONIMIC IDEOLOGY

A, Regarding the system in an indevendent
Hungary, resoondent said:

"I would like to have an indevendent
Hungary with a socislistic structure. I
don't understand under socialistic the
Communist system, but a demoerstic order
where there is no diseriminatlon among the
veonle, where they are equal and honored
end evaluated by their inner characteristics.

B. Regarding the desired economic system,
respondent said:

"Hungary is an agricultursl state. It
cannot be Industrialized comoletely. The
country should have about the same economic
system as in 1938. Hungary should emnhasize
light industry but of course we have to keen,
for instance, the Gangz Company, which made
all the ships and locomotives and bussges.

"If the Communist regime were overthrown,
nationalized enternsrises should be abolished
in thelr »resent form and changed over to sne-
ternrises owned by the workers.

"The farmers' cooveratives and state
farms should te sbolished. Nobody wants them.

Peonle went into them only because they were
forced.

*Regarding government ownershin, re-
goondent saild:

"Coal, steel, tobacco, sugar, alcoho},
galt, ete. should be in the hands of the
atate, as khwgit was befors. Light industry
should stay in nrivate ownershilp,

"The large lands cannot be giVSn back in vractice

to thelr former owners. It would be Imposeible
to taks the land back again from the neasants.
But ths former land owners should get rehabill-
tation,
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"The state should set the maximum 1imit
to the smount of land an individual may own,
but the socilal circumstances of the n»erson
should be econsidered.

"However, Irersonally I myself am not
80 worried about these nrobleme as neovle
usually are. Just to glve you two brlef
examnles, I myself definitely don't ocare
about my real estate which was taken from
me. I am not concerned to get it back if
rehabilitatlon were offered me. The other
thing 1s that I talvred many tlves to Counte
ess Csaky. She was asked just recently
whether she wanted to buy back her house
for 36,000 forints. She sald not at all,
she was much, much havpler without nrivate
oronerty. “xTo collect such huge lends
and even to collect huge smounts of money
and houses was an old aystem. I feel 1t
is all over."

Regarding the %ind of government re=
soondent would like to see In an inde Handent
Hungary, she chooses the first n0esibllity.
She said:

"I choose the human rights. If I can
work I can make wmy living, btut freedom 1is
more than bread.”

Pegarding the Communist Party in an
indenendent Hungary, resnondent said:

"I desire the outlawing of the Commu-
nist Party. The Party was only a squid on
the body of the weonla.

"I am also in favor of outlawing the
fellow~traveling organizations because fi-
nally they would only lead agaln to the
uobullding of the Party,"

C. Regarding the international posltion
deslired for an indenendent lungary, resnon-
dent gsid:

"Ideally I would like to have Hungary
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in the same situation as Augtria or Switzer-
land -- an indenendent, neutral country,"

Regarding relations wilth the Soviet
Union respondent said "No, no kind of re-
lations. With the rest of Lastern Europe
and the U.S. all the three relatlions are
flne. I would 1like to see it mostly as
it was before,"

Regarding some federation of the
Danublan states, resnondent said:

"In the case of Hungary, 1t is not
very easy. s have boen cheated mmny
times by different countries surrounding
iungary. Therefore we would need some
time to see which countries we reellycan
trust. But I would think a Danubian
federation nossible in a »eaceful atmosnherc.

"I think better of a united Lurove ine
cludlng all the Euronean coihtries.”

Fegarding Hungary's nresent boundaries,
resnondent seid:

"For the time belng, I would keen the
present boundarles because there are much
bigger world nroblems. It should be the
next oroblem. Objective veonle all ¥now
that 1f Hungary is liberated or regalns
her freedom, this nroblem will be discusged
anyway 1ln some fashion.

"The problem of minorities is imnortant
to me, but not right avay. I puess we have
to take a much closer look at the Rumanians
and Czechs of today., iie don't even know
what sort of weonle grew um there."
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XV. THE FORMATION OF PUBLIC J3°INION

A. Concerning Khrushchev's secret speech
at the 20th Party Congress, respondent sald:

. "I dlan't read that speech. I heard
about it from & Communist woman who told
me that there was such a sveech about the
future nlans of the "arty and ebout Stalin's
desecration.

"¥r, YeCarthy was a great friend of
the Nungarians. Ue thought he was amvery
hangeghonest, fair man who worked for the
gmgsub jugated nations. I heard from the
Us8. Embassy that he was a wonderful man.

"About Peron, I know only thet he
was an Argentine dlictator."

Regarding Rakosi's orivate llfe, ro=-
spondent said:

"I only know that his wife was not
his real wife, she was only a soy at his
gide. I knew someone who was the wife of
an AVH man who was Rakosi's personal guard.
She elways told me about the tremendous
Imluxury that was in Rakosi's house --a
bullt-in TV screen, for sxamvle. Concern-
ing his frlends from the theater, she mes
ticned some names but I don't want to gossip.
However, he was closed hermetically from all
other peonle and he ecouldn't even talk as he
wanted to.

"He wersonally was usually in a bad
mood and quarreled a preat deal with other
neopla.”
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XVI. EVENTS JUTSIDE HUNGARY

Re Taling about the “ossible changes
inside of Russia, resmondent gald:

"4s I mentioned before, the Russians
comnlained about their own system all the
time and I think a revolution would be
nossible. The Russians ore today the same

way vwe were in 1955. They hate the Soviet
aystem.

"A gradual change I cannot fmagine.
This could come about oniy if such »eonle
got into n»ower who were entirely different.
This 18 immossible.

"Free elections would wine out Come
muniem in Russia.

"I guess Russla is at the crossaroads.
Lverybody who was educated either escaned,
was annlihilated, or was too old. Maybe
& temoorary dictatorshin or charge would
helv to ovrevent immer troubles. They might
orevent them from robbing each other, as
they learned to do zo well for vears. This

would glve the Russlans time to choose their
leaders.

"fs far as I could see, Soviet leader-
shls vwae formed by a dictator's method. The
Ruszlan leaders wers never élected. They
are second Hitlera with the asame goal of
overcomling the whole world,

"Individually the Russian lsadeps are
rough neonle. Their deeds are not influenced
by the needs of the veonle but they fear each
other. Slowly, thls general feap is instllled
Into the whole nopulation.,

"The vresent Russian and Hungarian lcaderw
shi»ns sre different from each other only in
that the Hungarians are probably still a little
bit more cultured.”
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B, Regarding the oovularity of the dif-
ferent Enst Luronean countries in Hungary,
respondent said the following:

"Poland is the most nooular. The
government is el) right and the ®olish
peovle were always considersd as our brothers
in Hungary.

"The sscond in ponularity in Bulgaria.
They ere very small and we have never had
eny trouble with them.

"The less nonular are I guess the
Rumanians, the peovle as well as the £OVerne
ment. The Rumanians are very different from
the Hungerizns in character. "ayte this is
why they are not sympathetic. The next less
popular is Yugoslavia, but mostly the govern=-
ment.

"If there were free elections in the
aAveve-mentioned countrises, I guess Communism
wonld fail in Czechoslovakia, Cermany, Rumania,
and ¥Yugoslavia, I don't know enough about
Bulgaria; I can't tell."

Fegarding the countriss listed wk#xand
thelr standard of living, resnondent said:

"The standard of living is highest in
Germany and Czechoslomkiaf and lowest in
RxRx=mitPoland and Rumenia.”

Ce Talking about Poland, resnondent saild:

"The “olish veonle like Cromulks. A

. Polish englneer told us that the Polish
neonle were terribly sunnressed and oriceg
wierc even higher than iIn Hungary. What
hamened 1s a definite rdwEwEwxfarxRetandxxe volution for Poland,
Cromulke is regarded as having a good character
and as being a good natriot. He won't loge
the symoathy and trust of the neonle because
they know that everything that haonens 1s not
his fault. Some Polish neonle went back from
abroad, for 1lnstance, from the dest, uhen they
heard that Cromulka got into oower.
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"It 1s & vresent danger that the Rug-
slans won't go out of Poland and the “olish
veople's endurance isntt endless either.
They won't go against Gromulks, but maybe

they will go with Cromulks against the Rus-
eians."

Whether Kmmthe Hungarian evente were
influenced by Poland,_respondent sald:

"The 27 events Influenced the Hungarian
revolution. However, we heard over the

Tforelgn broadcast that there was not a real
softening in ®oland."

~hether she would 1ike the Hungarian
revolution to take a wath along ®"oligh
lines, respondent gald:

"aybe now, with my oresent knowledge,
I would say yes Ezzuruwbecause kaabloodshed
could have been avoided. Lverything would
have been fine 1in Hungary if the revolution
could have talen its nath after Imre Uagy
took over. But Nov. Ly caused the real
trouble.

D. Regarding Tito and Yugoslavia, re~
goondent said "Tilto had a great Influence
in Bungarian vnolities.

"By the way, aceording to my knowledge,
Tito is of Hungarian orlgin. He is the son
of a farmer from Bacska in south Hungary.
Tito had a preat influence in Russia and he
also used his influence in commection with
Hungary before the revolution.

"I consider Tito to be the originator
of national Communism. FHe wxalone first
attacked the Russiang.

"Natlonal Communism 1s only a half-
solution; Communism is not necessary in
any form.

"Tito's econnections with anybody eclge
always denend on Moascow'sg pollicy, or on how
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and what he wants to get from Russia in
hie two-fold nolities.

"Wiith the Russisns he wantes to reen
friendstip for economic reasons but meybe
he 1s not exactly a nunpet of “osecow.

"He has the same siavery in his country
as In Russie and he knows very well that
Western influence would mean the end of his
rule.

"He behaved very badly towards the
Hungarlians during the revolution. Tito
was very carcful not to lose anything with
Russia. His real) attitude could he seen
In connection with the refugees who went
to Yugoslavia.

"Tito's vonularity is built on bayonets.
The 1living standardsand general conditions in
Yuroslavia are worse than those in Hungary.
For 1lnstance, they aluays took medicine from
us. They have only ammunition, nothing else."

E. Regarding Suez, resvondent zaid "I
guess that the whole Suez case was “rovoked
by the Rusgsians. The Russians wanted a war
there."

Pegarding the French and Anglo-Saxon
inves lons, resocondent said "When the Hungarian
revolution was in full effect kxawe couldn't
understand why the inglish and French had to
start in Suer,

"Israel was maybs forced into this
invesion somehow. The Russians want to
annlhllate Israel. They hate the Jews.

"Egy»t had ho right to national ize
the @anal. However, the contract would
have bemmermired within two years anyway,
80 actually it was not a great change.

"I guess the events in Zgyot had an
affect on the develonments in Hungary be-
cause the diolomacy couldn't be coneentrnted
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on the Hungarian case. Thls 1is why the
 vigst didn't give ¢ any hel»n."

I. Regarding uwest Cermany, rcenondent
sald "I heard that the living standard
in West Germany could commete even wlth
the Anerican stondard of living."

"I guess vest Germany would be a
bulwark in case of a war. She is the
only one which can be taven into considera-
tion. Poland, and esneclally Illungary, has
no wsanons or military strength at all. e
had no #military ecuivment. The Russians
lent us tanks and 1Y »lanes mXxkaltogether."

Comnaring the German and Russian oCw=
cupational forces, ressondent said:

"The Germans were not wmuch better
than the Russians. In view of the fact
that they were mores cultured, they can be
consldered more guilty. Both armies di4
about the szame against Hungary."

G. Pegarding VAT, resnondent seid:

"I have a rood oninlon of WAT) but
I would like to meet wilth 1ts resnlts in
Hungary. AMAs long as everything is only
on maner 1t doesn't count too much.

"I guess the British Labop Party is
8 well-balanced old varty. In the western
Luronean Soclalist 9warties more individuals

are bending towards Communism than the rarties."”

Regarding the living standards of warious

countries, resnondent said:

"The highest 1s In iiast Cermany, then
Gomnes England, Italy, Creece and bgyﬁt are
about the same, then cones Russlia.

He Talking about the UsSey, resnondent said:

"Diuping the first fou months here I was
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particularly surorised by the food situation,

how everything can be surchased without lining
u? and everything ls fresh. The seccond thing

was the low 'rices of clothing."

"The forcig¢n voliey of the U.S. is good,
I think. Right now, they don't seem to be
eoncentrating on the Rigsians. Averica has
to heln the countries behind the Iron Curtaln
as soon as nossible. If they don't help the
neonlie will lose all of their falth in the
symbol of freedom.”

"In connectlon w'th Hungary, the 7.S.
should definitely obtain free elsctions
under indevendent UATO forces or UN forces.

"Since I have been here, I have seen
what unlimited nossibilitées the J.S. has
t> helv, morally and economically as well.
She has all the possibilities and the Deovle
want 1t. Only the govecrnment has to make
u» itg mind."

"The Jnited States sh-uldn't accept
the Yadar rovernmnent.”

"The Hungarlan seo"le wonld like to
8es more .cgtera visltors -- all kinds of
Deédrle -~ exnerts, sclentists. Tney would
llke to exchange sxreriences and oninions.

"Before the visitors po to Hungary
they should talk to the new Hungarian refugees
for Information concerning what they can
sneak about, ete. Therc are for instancex,
a lot of »laces which are not allowed to be
RRanhotograshed and ean cause trouble to
th se vieltors who might want to nhotogrash
them. There is sne thing I would 1i%e to
emnhaslize here. The women who visit Hungary
should not be elegant, ! ecause the llungarians
arc too shabby to endure it. 3Zven when the
members of the imbassy went out in the evenling
I heard the neonle say that this was what the
Americans were 1live, Just fancy nurmets. They
sald this was why ‘merica didn't helv us."
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"agazines should be sent to Hungary.

At the Consulates neonle can read them at
least, "

"It counts if family =embers from the
free w-rld send messages with vigitors.
The noople at home trust .the vislitors more
thiz way."

Resnondent has no knowledge of the
Marghall ®lan.

"egarding the Korean liar, recsvondent
sald "The Korecsn war was nrovoked by the
Bousstang in my oninion. Amerlea vanted
to hel» the wesker side. She dldn't have
any Interest in being involved in that
war, and she definltely dildn't want to
start & war."

Je Hegardling the United Yatlons, resvondent
sald "The nited ations ecould have been an
Influence in the revolation by foreing out
the Riusslans. The voluntesrs could have cone
in. It was the near-sichtedness of many
nations who c-uldn't see that Russia could
have heen defeated at that time.

"I hooe that within the shortest time
the UN will force out the Russians, kxix
ta%ing Into consideration that the six
years of occunation are long vast =nd in
general the Russians are in Hungary abe
solintely against any kind of law."
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XVII. KNOVLLDCL OF AD ATTITIDES 'TXATPD
SLTLCTLD PRROINATITIKS

A, Regarding the greatest 1iv{ng Hungarlan,

resvondent said "On the surface there are no
great neonle in Hungary today and those who
are in exile go downward. Mindszenty could
be great 1f he wouldn't involve himself in
nolitics. Ue would be Just a pgreat »riest.
I would consider maybe Dela Kovacs as the
E®biggest nersonallty right now in Hungary."

e In eonnection with what <he thinks
about the »¢rsons listed, res-onde-t said:

XX Imre Nagy - "ills introversisn was fine
during the rsvolution. However, he needed
€3 be reviled by 9 million neonle.”

Cardlnal "indszenty -"Fe went through
too much. I 1i%ed him 2¢rsohally. . hen
he came back from »rison dvring the revoe
lution I waited for him with flovers. Howe
ever, [ think if he had stayed on a »edestal
and not involved himself in 7olities, he
would have heen a much greater nersonality."

Laslo Rajk = "He was a many-folded man.
lle ommosed the government and vianted a much
softer trend. I don't know what his real
role was, but [ know that I was in south
Hungary before he vigs arrcsted, and the
inhabltzats of the villages got the srder
to nack and be ready to flee becanse the
Eaxﬂxxmﬂxmxuxwk533urbs were coming we were
told. The army vas on guard. Thils #eans
that Paik had t> be involved in sometllng
and maybe he wantcd to work with Tito apgainst
the govermment of Dungary."

Gero - "I'e was 1iked as long as he was
In the bridge busincse. lle wes very pood
at hls nrofession but hihe is a terrible
man and he committed more mean actlons
than 2nybody I exhave ever known."

Jeanos Kadar -~ "He was an engline fitter
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and he changed his mave as well as all the
"uscovites. He once lost the trust of the
Russlans during the Rajk regime. I don't
belleve the Rueslans can mut any faith in
him again. He 1is a pusvwet of "unich in

my oplnion. He will move in on the scene
wrnen the troubles disasmear and kEkxmtake
over the nower. I hanvened to be In his
room for a few mlnutes with a delegation

of students in connection with a memoran-
dun, and my skxEryskizxzxwEral ol served
some very sirange things. Ee, first of
all, told us he wasn't in charge of answer-
Ing qguestlons, and he had to meet first
with the peonle who are in charge. Besides
that, hls syes looked klike those of sdnee
body who llves on mammhmmmmorshine or onium
and he weg white as a sheet. During the

5 or 6 minutes e were in the room he ale
most falnted a few tlmes, meazwmgrasning
the arm of his chair and sighing. He
deflinltely looked 1llke somebody who was
Just forced to be there. Fe was surrounded
by 3 or Li AVII men.

Fela Kiraly - "I hadn't heard about him
ir Bungary, only in New York."

nna Yethly - "She was iwnrisoned as a
Social Democrat and I don't know, but I
somehow think she 1s sentle since she came
o7t of nrison. I guess she escaned from
Hungary to Vienna because she knew there
would be some trouble in Hingary and wanted
to goet out of 1t."

Coming to the second groun resnondent
says ""resident Lisenhower 1is very much
liked by the Hungarlens. ™eonle never
nrayed for anyone as they 41d for him dup-
Ing the three days before he was eleccted.
I believe in him.

Secretary CGeneral lammarskjold - "He is
too flexlble and uses too many tactics. He
wented to come to Hungary when it was imnossible,
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and he didn't come when it was nossible.”

Dulles - "He has a bmmgood brain, but
maybe he has his own faults too."

Tden - "He was & good nolltician."

Truman - "The Hungarians 1i%ed him.
His nolicy was very good. He wes obe
Jective and could handle the Fussians.
In connection with him I have to tell
you a little noem which was used in ree
ference to hime It 1s the followings

"A well-heated room,

A good filled-u» stomach,

‘nd a tiny, tiny Truman statue;
But when?"

""ikoyan was a two-folded man."

"Fetru is 1ited in Indie I cuess, but
he was to0o ca:tious in connection with the
Hungarian case."

"Chisng Kie-shek is a 10Xy man. No=
body really %nows vhat he 1s,"

Roosevelt = "I had better not say any-
thing, esvececially avout his wife. I guess
she 1s definitely base, and nlays dirty
tricks on the Amerlcans too when che £oes
to the 7.8.5.P. the way she does."”

tdenauer - "He %nows what he does. He
ls an hones=t man. The Germans li%e him."

Stalin - "He got the fate he deserved.
I don't think his deat:n was natural, I
heard from Pussian soldiers that at his
burlal, even if it xEmkvas covered by flow-
¢rs, slgns of force viere seen on his face.
And I heard another thing which may not be
true, but anyway ve were hap»ny to hear it
In snite of the fact that his body was
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embalmed, it is deecayed under the balm.,
Not even the balm can stand him."

"alen%ov = "He is a man without
eonsclence. He wanted to be the second
Hitler.™

Franeo - "I gpeak the Spanilsh language
well, and I know from the Snanish neonle
that they adore him."

Bevan - "I don't “now anything about
hime"

¥“rushehev - "lle is a drunkard -- =2n une
educated »erson with a lack of character."

Tito - "First he liberated his neonle
and then he murdered them. He 1s a real
Comunist."

"eron - "He is a bad character I guess,
and he had 2 lot of enemies."

"olotov - "He was the only brains among
the Russieng, but that doesn't mean he was
a good man."

Ollenauver - "I don't kn>w hia."

Churehill - "He was very s=mart. e won't
forget, however, that he =01d the first jJet
nlane to the Russians. I gucss even if he
was a great man he made a lot of mistakes,"
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XVIII. ATTITIDES TD:ARD EXILES AND LXIT.L

"CYIVITIES

Ao Fegarding the escanees who came out
from Hungary doring the revolution, resHondent
sald:

"The first grouv who escaved were the
Jews who mmuxxwere in a hurry because they
couldn't forget vwhat havnened to thom during
the last decade. They just couldn't bear
anynore. At the same time, with them came
those grouns who fought near the bordep.
The second groun was, before Nov. L, adven=
turers. The xmmamdthird groun was the
Freedom Fighters. The fourth groun was
the fanlly =members >f thise who already
¢scaved and those who left for economiec
regasonge

"Those who stayed behind were nostly
old »eonle or largs families or many neople
who didn't want to leave the country at all.
Some refugees, even AVH members and other s,
after they came out and learned in Austria
that thevy couldn't gst into the U.8., vent
back bectuse thelr @xdonly drcam was to
come to America.

"I know only about one werson who stayed
behind and could have left ~- a colleague of
1y husband. le stayed there because of his
narents. He is mnder circumstances now.

"The »sconle who stayed in Ilungary nartly
thin% that we who left are traitors, because
we left our country in trouble. The ~ore
serlous veonle feel that the ungarisn cause
should be helped nolitically abroad =nd this
cruld be done only by those who fought for
the revolution and for freedom. If the neonle
had a chance to leave and came to the liest,
nobody would stay home. =ven the dead would
come out of their coffins.”

Be Regarding the Tungarian exile organizat lons
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and individualg, resoondent said:

"I neard about emlgrant grouns over
the radios -- for instance, about the
Dungarian National Council, but we didn'g
know about any serious nmolitical activity
that could be seen in the results of the
revolution too.

"I do not as yet have contact with
any such organization, but maybe I will."

Peparding the organizatlons listed
on the sevarate sheet snd Individuals, re-
swondent had the Tollowing rcmarks to make:

"T¢onle abused the Hungarian Yat'onal
Couneil very much. They never disnateh thelr
business. The caces hang around thelr desks
for weeks and finally they give the n»avers
back without any result. I wlll never forget
that in the name of the Hungarian National
Council, I was receivcd by a strolling nlayer,
Carl Javor, at Camp Kilmep."

YHBK - "I heard that it was a mllitary
group. I don't %now what they did, whether
or not they were those soldiers who wanted
to ¢ ore horme voluntarily during the revolu-
tion.

"I heard abo 1t the Amcrlean-Hungarian
Federation that they deal only with old
Jungarlan cases here in Amerlca.”

"I mxuksot an issue of the "Latohatar"
in Rungary from ay brother. It wag written
on a high level and was very Interesting.”

Ysgr. Varga - "lie 18 a man who ean be in-
fluenced very easily =2nd who 1g not very
much Interested in the cause of Hungary.”

Terenc YNary - "He should never £> home to
Tungary because he mirht e en be hanged."
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Tibor Fckhardt - "He !s g great politician.
XI know hlm for about 25 years."

Paul Auer - "He would be a valuable man if
he would use his ability for goodxournoses."

Imre Kovacs - "He svent more time in exile
than at home as a nolitician, so I don't
know much about him."

Imre Szelig - "Fe 1s not a big versonality."
Nyr

Charles Peyer -

Laszlo Taubinger - "He is an Intellirent =an
with a hragmx%x-ocod brain."

"iklos Kallay - "He is a wise man with a good
vast.”

"feiffer -"He was never a serious man. I met

e wag a serious politician."

him last in Budanest, when he told me he would

leave, and so he did, of course."

Barankovics - "y mother knew him for twenty
years and had a rather good oninion of him.
-However, his wife 8ooke to me like a mangy
dog. when I told Barankovics later on, he
asked me why I didn't tell ner who I was.

I soid T definitely dldn't know that I had
to tell the wives of Demoeratic noliticians
that I am the relative of “ikolas Horthy in
order to get human treatment."

Yozi-llorvath = "I don't like him and he is
not liked in Hunpary ecither. They think
he 1s n>t a smart man.,"

Bela Fablan - "He 1s all right."

Zako - "No comment. He 1s a Little bit green."

¥isbarnak - "I don't know him."

Otto - "He 1s a geniusg."”

Horthy - "He drank too much, but he was a rood,

neaceful Hungarian."
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Regarding the Emoveonsle who Lleft Hun-
gary before 1956, whether they wanted to
accomnlish anything, recsvondent said:

"I helieve that they wanted to do
somethlng for Hungary, but the old aXkwmxonisrants
are not liked in Hungary more than 507."

"I don't think they accomplished anye
thing."

"I guess the only imnortant thing would
be to unlte all the Hungerian forces with
love. I was amazed when I sew that the
Hungarian nation is the only one which has
no television shows.

"ile thought of the [lungarian exiles
very much during the revolution. ue thought
that they should go and bang every door for
us here to get heln.,"

C. Regarding the eccavwees who returned
to Fungary, resnondent said:

"I knew some Hungarlans who came back
from Amsrice becavse they were dismissed
from the 7.S. because of Communist activities.
But in gereral about the redefection camnalipgn
I thint that the Hungarian government merely
wanted to lure the rich neonle home and take
thelr dollars and jewels as soon as they
reached the border. They wa-ted to utilige
them as much as they could."

D. On what »eonle who have left Hungary,
and esvweclally what the Hungarians w-uld 1ike
to know about the exiles, resnondent sald:

"ihey would llke to know everytaing
about sur lives and 1living stasdard -- how
much money we mmake, how many hours we have
to work, all about the orices, etc,"

XRegarding vhat cxiles should do now,
she sald "I puess first of all they should
teke care of the rsfugee youngsters mostly.
They are not united at all and they should
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be educated and taught. The way they -
now they have every chance of gradual de-
moralization.”
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"I would like to join an exile organi-
zation but only a serious one with cultural
goalsy, I haven't heard yet abo:teny sich.”

fie "I would 1ike to go back to Hungary

if the Rugssians leave. I w>ruld nrefer that
my children learn lHungarisn as ancther lage-
uage, but not for the »urnose of making thenm
ready to return to Hungary."
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XIXe. AUDILNCE PRACTIONS TO RADID 44D LEAFLETS

A. Regarding listening to radio stations,

rcemondent said "I listcrned to the Volce of

America, Radio Free Lurove, BBC, the Spanish
broadcasts and an unknown station which gave
Hungarisn news.

"As far as Jamming 1s concerned, Radio
Free Lurone was terribly jammed during the
daytime. I eould listen to it only at night."

Ce "I llstened to broadcasts in Hungarian,
Engllish, Cerman and Ttalian.

"Gvery day I listuned to the different
stations from 9:20 in the eviening until absut
mldnight, one after the >ther. I tal'-ed over
with my friends whatever I heard -ver the railo.
I listened to the radis on my own receiver vith
my husband and his friends."

"It was dangerous to listen to the
radlos. Lverybody closed the windows and
let down the Venetian blinds, checkirg the
door to sec that nobody was belind 1t, and
kxzmigmturning the radio as soft as nossible.
There was a ;ood joke about it. A nerson goes
on the street in the evening and asks the no=-
lice what time it 1s. : The noliceman looks un
at the house next to them and, seeing all the
Venetlan blinds going down he says 'It is 9 X
o'clock.' I'ine o'eclock was the time when most
of the foreign brosdeacts started. However,
°t the end it wasn't =o dangerous anymore., but
Ximmve knev that the Communists wanted to 'now
who was listuning t5> the radio. inerefore even
then they watched us. But in snite of that,
everybody listened to the forelsn broadcasts.

"I 1liked Radio Free surove for the oculek
news 1t »rovided. .hat hannened in fungary
at 8 o'clock was sometines gizxanrcferred to
by RFL by 9 o'clock.

"Put the Inglish broadecasts over the DBBC
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were more objective.

"The broadcasts were rather accurate.

Radio Free Eurone very seldom made any
mlstakes. It was very good that they calk d
attention to different Communist nersonalities.
Lhoever was on the 1list alviays became a gentle
sheen afterward.

"Before the revolution the foreign broad-
casts were our real newsnaner. They gave us
2 real nicture of the Viest. During the revolu-
tion 1t was good to know what hannened abroad
and we were able to RXfollow, for instance, the
sesslons of the UN and the Russian rcactions
through there broadcasts. Radis Iree Lurove
even helvwed us to know akout the different
grouds and different citles during the firhting
in thc revolution. But as far as the revolution
1s concerned, they made a few mikskakkmmistakes.
They should have told us that we had to take
care of our own »roblems. In this maybe the
Volece of /Amerlica was the most objective."

Regarding Radios Free Zurone in sarticular,
resnondent said:

"Radis Free Lurone gave an imdetus during
the rovolution. Everything they said was
enough to stir u» the neovle. Behind mRadio
Free Lurone everybody saw the American army.
Xie were told by G that we should hold
out for three more days."

Concerning whether I'rec Lurone should
continue to broadeast to Ilungary, res»nondent
sald "In gene~al the broadecasts are very usee
ful 1f thev deal wlth the facts wiich we de-
finitely should know about the world, without
the regular chichi they »ut arsund tre DTOLTraMS .
For Instance, as I mentioned to you, it was very
good to name thosé Communists, but it wasn't ne-
céssary to do it in such a drecadful volce, and
with an Introduction that "the mllle of God are
graining" and so on."
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Regarding what orograms in rarticular
should be broadcast, resnsndent sald:

"It would be necessary to have nrograms
on world literature, esnecially on Saturdays
and Sundays, instead of the cabarects. e
didn't now anything about world literature.
Hovwever, Radio I'ree wurcHe shouldn't instipate
80 much. It was very often unnecessary. .e
need ojective, straisht nolitical news with
commentaries. Ruxkksgranti-Communist DrONH-
ganda 1s very good but only absolutely short.
wverybody knows what 1t what in Hungary. Ve
don't need much propaganda. Prograoms about
1life in Western curove are necessary and
about the U.S. it w-uld be xutorm KX HEX EHN X
EX"HYHA XA R Emost lawortant to broadeast how
the workers live, how much money they make,
what they can afford. Everything should
be glven xgobjectively. If they know about
these detalls 4in Hungary the workers will
ask for the same from their govermment.,

The Americans have no idea how much the
2eonle are Interested in 1ife over here.
+hen I viorked at the 7.S. imbassy, we had
a window downstairs snd nictures of new
tynes of autos were vut -ut once. There
was guch a crowd of veonle who looked at
those automobiles in fr-nt of the Lmbassy
that 1t was unbelievable.”

Regarding FEP leaflets, resvondent said:
"t the alrvort of Ferihegy they caught a
balloon which came down there and the Come
munists saild later on that it had shoto
equinment in 1t to survey the ground. I
don't know how much of this 1is true. Any-
uey, I read FEP leaflects myself which asked
us in a certain form for sabotage. It was
8 very long text and I vas very angry to see
1t. I thought it was silly. I saw several
leaflets during the smmmer in Sentember of
1956 but I always thought that it would
have been much more helnful to send ug some
spaghetti, or coffee, or just anything in
these balloons instead of Havers.
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De Regarding what she thin%s the goals
and motives of these broasdcasts and leaflets
were, re¢ no dent said:

"I guess they wanted to inform us about
the free world because v.e saw only the Come
munist side, but I co1ld never understand
when they started to ex»lain thcir ~olitics
from many sides. It was above our ability
to nnderstund. Ve wanted to see action in-
stead. "“oliticlzing is not a subject fo r
a8 radlo station. It should be donrne at the
. I ruess, however, that the grals of
all these statlions wers the same --just to
inform us.

"I thin 1n general that to stir un
the »nonulation »of a nation over the radio
i1s not the most decent thing. Of course,
the meo"le have thelr own common sense.
They said it was very easy to noliticize
from abroad, and they wouldn't let them=-
selves be bothered by that. I hesrd  rom
a mx¥roliceman wonce that khkay zakamong
themselves they call Rsdio I'ree Lurove

' Anderson ‘Radio.'"
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XXo. CHI'D REAPI'C  ND DISCTIPLLE

s Fegarding her views on how children
ghould be browght un, re:¢nondent gald:

"A chiid definlitely shouldn't grow
w3 on the street. i‘hen a child is very
small he should be taught about religion,
hygiene ~- to eat regularly and to go to
gleen early. Later on, a out hinor toward
the clder neonle, discinline and non=inters
fercnce In adult affairs. hen they go to
school the boys should be tusy with s»orts
and the g¢lirls should learn about housework.

"4 child defkmkzxdelfinitely should be
discinlined. In most casesg, 1f they are
never beaten, they won't xxhave my rcsvect
for anyone. Lven under Communigm, the good
narents gave a few slaos to their children."

XConcerning how she was discinlined as
a child, resmondent said:

"The biggest crime was not to come home
on time. I got slans in the face even when
I wae married, but in general, my mother
gave me a few slaps until I was 1. Jn occasion,
for ‘nstance, if I 1it a clgarette, if I pot
hore 5 minutes after 8 o'clock, which wa s
tlie deudline, msometimes she didn't slan
m¢ but she didn't tal% to me for a few days.

"In the families I knovi, generally the
father nunishes the children. The boys are
beaten and the girls et scolded. For in-
stance, my brother was strictly nunished,
even vwhen he vwas 16, 1f he was on the street
after 2 ot'elock,

"In the lower ¥classes, the sarents
Wérc more nervous, the children grev un
on the streets and werc rough. Therefore
the narents had to beat the cnildren much
more. In general, nhysical runishment wasg
ston-ed at about 1T BF %or 16 for girls, and
16 gamxxayxto 13 forp boys. The »unishment
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wag abandoined in general when the youngsters
becusme Indesendent, that is, vhen they started
to make their owun living. “Tnder Comnunis:i,
the varents vere afraid of their children. If
they beat them, the children could tell khe
nolice avout it, and in such cases the »arents
were very strictly nunished.

"For instance, the Communists told wy
brother's children that they shouldn't say
"{ie klss your bands", which was a regular
Hungarian greeting, to their mother. They
wcre told they shouldn't be oblirated to
their mother for piving them birth."

fbout the characteristics that she
would valve most in a friend, resmordent
sald:

"4 friend should have a loyal charac-
ter. He should heln the other even in nolitics,
in snite of the danpger it might =ean for him.
nder Communisn, friendshins changed. If a
friend went too high in vosition he usually
lost his characteristics as a pood friend.
But honest good fwimmafricnds who trusted
each other stayed the same. However, it
wag not nossible to establish a good friende-
shils during Commujiism 1f the »eorle hadnit
known each other before,”
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