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Respondent has three children. There are two girls. One,
27, is here with her. The other, 25, remained in Hungary
with her husband., She also has a son, age 21, who is live
ing with her in New York,

Respondent left Hungary on January 19, 1957,
She arrived in the U, S. April 1}, 1957.

Respondent has staved in 0l1d Greenwich, Connecticut, and in
New York City since her arrival in the U.S.

Regarding her immediate pians, sie alicady oo started worke-
ing at & downtowm office in New York as a secretary for
correspondence in Inglish, Cermea, =nd French.

Respondent has been interviewed only at the Americen Consu=-
late Ceneral in Vienna in connection with her immigration,
and then at Camp Kilmer. Both were routine interviews.

Respondent speaks, reads, and writes CGerman, French, and

EngliSh.o
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CHARACTER DESCRIPTION:

b Respondent is the first subject of the mature age group (she is L9)
and therefore could give an interssting picture of pesit-war and
Communist-dominated Hungary from quite a different angle than we
are receiving from the younger gencration.

Respondent comes from the upper social class., Her late father was
General Manager of the Southern Hungarian Railrcad Co., and sub=
ject received the best of everything with regard to educaticn,
home, travel, etc.

Due to her late husband's connections (he was Editor-in-Chief of

the leading Hungarian Catholic newspaper, Nemzeti Ujsag), subject
had extremely good comnections with all leading political parties,
etc., and was also very extensively informed about politics while

in Hungary.

Her son, following in his father's footsteps, took an active part
in the spiritual as well as the military leadership of the revo-
lutiony and was closely connected with the journalists, actors,
and writers who played such an important part in the uprising.

Besides her interesting background, subject is very intelligent,
clear~headed, and unbiased. Her attitude is never narrow=-
minded and her judgment is sound., It was a revealing experlence
and a plessure to interview her,




1T, MAJOR SALIENCE AND WARM-UP QUESTION

Respondent's answer to what she thinks Americans should know about
the revolution was as follows:

"I hope that by now the American nation and public opinion has
realized that the October Revolution in Hungary was the revolution
of the entire nation, regerdless of soeial background, race, re-
liglon, or age, against the Commmist oppressicn and Soviet dominaw
tionu »




III.

A

A.

CHRONOLOGY OF PERSONAL EXPERIENCES

Respondent gave the follewing account of her activities
during the first days of the revolution:

"On the 22nd ¥ left Budakeszi and went to town to stay with
my married daughter who lived at Buda in a residential dige
trict. This day we had heard that the students were going
to organize a sympathy demonstration at the Polish General
Bem statue in Buda,

"On the 23rd, I spent my whole day at my office. This was
in tae central district of Budapest. I worked there until

5 o'clock in the afternoon. During the day, two of my
children came to see me. They were already wearing the red,
white and green cockades in their lapels, and told me about
the demonstrations. Several of my colleagues left the office
to join in the demonstrations; however, I had a terrific
amount of work to doj somehow I thought I'd better finish
everything I could.

"Since I had a part-time job in a lawyer's office, I went
there after my office hours and we discussed at some length
with the lawyer what is going to happen. On my way to the
lawyer's office I saw the terrific crowd that was streaming
back from Buda around 5:3). Iverybody was greatly elated,

and so was I. It was & tremendous experience to see how
happy people were, I myself must admit I cried of happiness,
However, T was deathly scared of the reactions of the politi=-
cal police, At the lawyer's office, as I said before, we
were talking over the events and decided %o remain there until
8 o'elock so as to be able to listen to Gero's speech over the
radio. We were convinced that after all that had happened
Gero would give in and former Communist Nagy would again take
over, and little by little all the problems znd the political
crisis would be solved. We, the more mature pecple, were just
believing that it would be quite logical that Cero would give
in,

"Regarding the age and social class to which the demonstrators
belonged, I really couldn't say who was not there #if with us

in the streets., It was a very orderly, peaceful, and enthusias-
tic demonstration full with heppy expectations and optimism.

"As far = I know, the university students were the only ones
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who organized the demonsiration to the Bem statue. The rest |

of the demonstration was completely spontaneous, Everybody

Jjust joined in and the cruwd swelled =t every street corner.
|

"After we had listened to Cero's speech in the office, we
were quite speechless that he could be irresponsible o this
extent and lead the nation into a general debacle. We were
terribly upset about the way he talked, and we agreed that he
was doing everything so as to remain in power,

"I worked until 11 o'clock at night in the lawyer's office ~

I was in complete lethargy by that time and very downhearted. |
Then I went home, but had to walk all the way to my daughter's |
gpartment. At thet time the Buda streets were very quiet, and

at that time I still did not hear anything of what had hapw

pened in town end around the radic building, ;

"When I arrived home, my son was not there, but he rang up from

somewhere near the radio building, He told me what wae going on ‘
there = the fighting, ete. I begged him to return; however, he
said, 'Mother, there are some more important things than the
family', ond he stayed. We stayed up all the night and lis =
tened to the radio, Radie Free Burope, that is. We were in-
formed by the RFE broadecasts of what was going on in Budapest,
It seems that Redio Free Furope was able to get in touch with
the radio stations of the Freedom Fighters. Fpom then on we
were constantly listening to the broadeasts of Radio Free
Hurope. I must admit that before this time we never did,

"I'm sure that the bloodshed could have been avoided had the
AVH not used their arms against the crowd. As far as I was
informed by my scn, the revolution and bloodshed started
there at the radio building.

“As to where the Freedom Fighters received their arms from,
again my son told me that the first arms they received were
those the police farce has handed over

the Hungarian army who joined their ranks.

"As to the outcome of the revolution, I must admit quite
frankly that I was deathly scared for all the young people
who took part in the fighting because I was fearing reprisals
on the part of the govermment,

"We just simply refused to believs that the government could
g0 vile as to call in the Russians and have the city and its
population be fought and shot at by the Russian troops., We
were convinced that this was the doing of Gero.
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"I heard the word 'Freedom Fighter' as early as the night of
the 23rd when my boy phoned me and took such an active rart
in the revolution,

"It was the young people who fought during the whole uprising -
and mostly the young working class, Many of them were what

we would call 'tough boys' from the slums of the cityes...
industrial spprentices, etc. The intellectuvals took part more
in organizing the revolution. These were the newspapermen,
actors, and writers,

"I also renember now that my son told me that a great many of

the young people who took part in the fighting received mili- ‘
tary training - what they called partisan training - from |
the governmenti. These young boys already had arms, and then |
later on the military armories were also ransacked., Here the

Freedom Fighters found very little resistance on the part of

armories.

"Rggarding the organization of the revolution, I can only say
that it wasn't organiged at all - and this was the greatest
mistake and cause of many unhappy incidents in the beginning,
By the end of our first free three days, however, the young
people were ordered to report at every district town hall
and were organized somehow, but I don't know more details.

I have heard, but forgotten the name, of one of the police
ceptains who was one of the main leaders of the young people.
Also I have heard that the Kilian Barracks were defended by
General lialeter. It was only through the Radio Free Burope
broadcasts that we heard that there were fights going on all
over the country.

"The 2lth of October was spent by us at home and with my
daughter and her family. We were in a great fix regarding
food, There wasn't anything at kome and, since at that time
it was still quite peaceful in that district we tried to get
some food and erganize the Uddg///¥g/d{d household, We dic
something to shelter and prepared shelter packages, etc. We
had only heard that around the Sgzenater the barricade gates
had been erected,

"On the 25th my two daughters with their husbands came to see
us, They walked into town from the suburbs of Budapest, My
son=in-law and son went off and told us they were going to

fight again, Tt was that day that the shooting had occurred
at the Parliament Square. My daughier and I decided that we
should go and help wherever we could and went down teo one of
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the hospitals on the Buda side of the city. There we were
told that they were adequately staffed, but asked us to go
over to Pest where there is a great shortage in voluntary
help at the hospitals. 'hen we arrived at the Margsret
Bridge, the Russians were keeping the bridge under fire, so
we had to crawl back and take shelter., Later on we walked
home. We heard that the Russians had turned their guns
against the AVH at the Parliament Square.

"On the 26th and 27th again we spent our time queueing up for
food, and I was waiting for my son to return. Later I was in-
formed that he was captured on the 25th, but he managed to es-
cgped on the 27th and he came homs. From that time on our
plece became a kind of a home to the Freedom Fighters who came
and slept there. We gave them food, ete.

"We were constantly sitiing at the radio and listening to the
broadcasts of the Western radio stations. It was a pathetic
thing to hear and see how hopeful these young people were of
recelving help from the West. I had to translate the English
broadcasts for them, and really my heart was aching when I
had to tell them that nobody was coming to help. They still
kept on hoping. I must say that this was not the Radio Free
Furope but the American broadcasts, in English, from overseas
which we heard on the shortwaves. I believed it to be my
duty, being of the older generation, to tell them the truth,
and I tred, but they just did not believe me.

"I think it was on the 28th that I started again to go to my
office. There I was received with a great hello and so kindly
by the staff - and as if they wanted me to be the MaNager.
They were perfectly aware of my former connections with Care
dinal Mindszenty and my former political background, md there-
fore probably they thought it would be a good thing if they
had me there, Ve arranged a meeting. Fverybody received the
Cader file. We read them together and them burned them all,
Everybody was extremely happy and nice to each other and we
decided that all ill feeling should be forgotten from then on,
and we should all work tcgether in the new world which was
forthcoming for Hungary.

At that time we were convinced that the Russians will retreat
from Hingary., On Saturday, November the 3rd, my son came home
and told me that the Russians were negotiating regarding their
withdrawal. They set four conditions which should be first
fulfilled. As far as I remember, one was that all Russian war
monuments should be restered, and that we should give them a
very flashy and showy goodby when they withdrew, and that the
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government should pledge iteelf that Hungary was going to be
rebuilt in a real Socialist spirit. I do not recall, however,
what was the fourth condition.

v "] spent the whole day of Ngvember 3rd at the office of Carw-
dinal Mindszenty in the Var district of Buda. I also talked
several times with him,

"Tt was very interesting to see snd to hear that all bishops
of gll religions 21l over the country were willing to co-
operate with the Catholic Church. They either came to visit
the Cardinal cor asked him on the phone for an audience.

"I also recall another incident. The mob was
storming all state offices. The Cardinal wanted to save the
State Church Office, as it was called, in order to save all
files there which might be useful later om. He asked that,
if possible, some soldiers be sent to defend the building.

"Later on people from the radio came (I was present at that
time) and ssked the Cardinsl whether they should bring up the
tape recorder and record his speech, which then later should
be broadcast over the radic. The Cardinal was quite upset by
that. He said, 'No, I want to talk directly to the nation
over the radio.' He also refused to have 2 special escort
when he went to deliver his speech for the radio.

" also would like to mention that even the Cardinal was so
deeply convinced that the Fussians were going to withdraw .
their troops that before I left he asked me to berin (and he
entrusted me with this) to organize and to se® up Catholie
press organization.

"The first thing we heard zbout the Russians having broken
their word ik and that they were retwning was on November ljth
at dawn when we heard the cannons.

- "ntil November 7th I did not leave the house. We only lis-
tened to Radio Free Fwrope from Mynich., I was especially im-
pressed by the wonderful speech of Mr, Bery. At that time
fierce fighting was going on all over the town so we moved our
quarters down to the cellars. The Russians were using mines.

-

"After Ngyvember 7th I started to go back to my office. We
had to receive a speclal kind of identity card saying that w
had started our work, because whenever we were stopped in the
streets to identify ourselves we had to show this - otherwlss
. we were charged that we were out on strike. However, I must
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and issued such c¢ards to everybody. Very often - and mostly -
people did not even attend the offices. I went to my office
twice a week ohly because we could not wark anyway. There

was no light, and especially in the beginning no heat. Also
we had to walk to the offices, which was extremely hazardous
as well as tiring.

"At that time my son wasasrrested far the second time - this
time by the Russians. He was kept prisoner at the Russian
Secret Police station ‘where on the top floor a great many
Russian officers were arrested and locked up - as he told me.
He was released on the condition that he was going to report
all the activities of the other Freedom Fighters. Of course
he didn't do that, just the contrary. He was one of those
whe organized the demonstretion of the Hyngarian women at
the Unknown Hero's Monument, and also took part in organizing
the big general strike.

mention that all the offices were extremely decent about this, :
|

"I believed, however, that it would be muc¢h safer for him to
leave, and he did. After him my dsughter end her hushand

also escaped; and my other daughter promised me that she, too,
would try to cross the border with her husband., Finally, I
decided also to leave, I had been informed that my connections
with Cardinal Mindszeniy were recorded by the AVH, so I did
not dare to stay behind, and left 'he country,

"I certainly believe that Hungary did gain, morelly, in the
eyes of the West and the whole world; otherwise, she is the only
loser.™
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EXPECTATIONS OF HELP FROM THE WEST DURING THE REVOLUTION

Respondent's expectations regarding help from the West boiled
down to this:

"We were convinced that the United Nations would enforce the
sanctions and also that meybe it would allow voluntary forces
to come to fight on the side of the Fungarisn Freedon Fighters,
The reason why we believed so firmly in this, especially in the
actions of the United Nations, was that we knew that it was

in the interests of the whole world, not only in the interest
of the Hungarian nation, that an end be put to Russian ex-
pansion and Russian terror,"

"We also fully aware that this was a unique occasion for the
West to put an end tec Russian expansion. I am convinced that
unfortunately the West has completely missed the boat., At
the time of the Hungarian Revolution all Furope could have
been cleaned of the Russians because all other satellites
would have joined in the revolution,"

Respondent did not come into contact with any foreigners be-
tween October 23rd and the time of her escape from Hungery,
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V. SOCIAL CLASS STRUCTURE AND ATTITUDE

A. Respondent gave the following information on her social and
class backgroun:d:

Her father died in 1928. He was the General Manager of the
Southern Hungarian Railroad Company and had a very high in-
come. Hespondent could not give any figures, but she dis-
closed that she had the best of everything regarding education,
travels, home, etc. The family had a large household, many
servants - had their own personal maids, ete. Her father also
had an automobile, and a large apartment. They had governesses
and so on. However, he had no private assets.

Regarding the education of her parents, she told me that her
father had a degree from the Hungarian University of Technical
Sciences in Engineering. Her mother had a high school educae
tion.

B. When asked about the different social classes in Hungary res-
pondent said:

"Well, I believe that first of all there is what I would say
are the former intellectuals, then the new intellectuals,
then we have the working class, then the peasantry., As to
what I termed ‘former intellectuals', I would say belong the
Hungarian aristocracy - those who remained at home, the pecple
who have a university degree, people who had top Jjobs at the
different state offices, doctors, engineers, and state em-
ployees. To the same 'former intellectusls!' belong also (to
my mind) the bourgeoisie, and the different craftsmen, mere
chants, banking circles, bankers, industrialists, etc, The
'new intellectuals' are coming mostly from the lower social
classes and were educated by the regime. These are mostly
newspapermen, actors, teachers, writers, etc. This is quite
a new generation which grew up during the Communist regime.
I, myself, of course bslong to the old intellectual class
which, however, under the Communist regime was degraded to
the real proletarian class.

"I was in quite close contact with the Hungarian peasants as
I spent two years among them when I was deported. All I can
say about them is that are decidedly anti-Communist. It was
interesting to see that there was a strictly observed caste
system among the peasants. They were divided into small,
middle, and large peasantry; and, for instance, they did not
even marry between these classes. All Hungarian peasants
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hated the regime because they were terribly exploited by the
regime and also they had to submit so much of their products,
Also, I would like to point out that the Hungarian peasants
were extremely decent with all the deportees for waom they
cared, and they respected them.

"I did not have many contacts with the Huagarian working class,
only my children who worked with them. I can say, however,
that during the revoluticn they behaved extremely well and very
decently, Of course, they can de more than any other class
because they are such a foreceful group.

"Unfortunately, due to my heavy working schedule, I had very
little opportunity to get in touch with my own class - that
1s, the intellectual class. However, what T have seen was
that generally the women could hold their ground much better
than the men during the Communist regime. Ve always tried to
keep our living standard at a level as high ae possible., We
kept our chin up. We were hopeful and we were defisnt. It
was always the Hungarian woman who did not let the family
lapse into tired proletarian standard,

"It was, of course, the class of the former intellectuals to
which I also belong, that was hardest hit by Communism. Not
only had they been forced to change their concrete living
standard and life, but also they were deprived of their homes,
they were persecuted because of their social origins, ete.

A  to the attitudes of the different classes towerd each
other, respondent said:

"For a while the Hungarian peasante rather envied the warkers,
and mayy of the young peasant boys went to work in factories,
However, it was interesting to see how the Hungzarian peasants
hated the new intelleetual class which was a product of the
Communist regime. They pitied the old intellectusl class, and
this was the attitude of the workers alsc.

"As I said before, I do not know very much about the workers
in Hungary, end I do not know much about their attitudes to-
ward the peasants either. I know that in the beginning the
workers were very much sgainst the old intellectual class, and
they were taken in by the slogans of the Commnisi regime,
However, litlle by little, when they saw how the old intellec=
tual class was being treated their hate o prejudice turned
into sympathy. I was told that the leading engineers in the
Tactories, for instance, were idolized, and the priests, the
doctors, etc. in the countryside were also greatly beloved,
end the simple people did everything for them,




F-55
MA 3N
C. As to how an individual might advance himself in Communist

D,

Hungary, respondent gave the following information:

"The most important thing, of course, is your political
view, then comes your class origin, and only last, your
talent,

"However, I must mention that in the last year or so any-
body who had a specific knowledge and who was very good in
his job could succeed slowly, even if he was of the what we
would call "wrong' class. The whole trend of tolerance star-
ted in 1953, after Prime Minister Nagy tock over.

"The individual who could get ahead in Communist Hungary

must have very, very little demands on life, he or she must
possess a great deal of will, be an optimist, and have physi~-
cal and spiritual force, besides being tops in his profession.

"The group that got, perhaps, more out of the regime than
they deserved were the sportsmen, of course because the govern-
ment pampered them for propaganda purposes to a very great ex-
tent,
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IX. MAJOR DISSATISFACTIONS AS FELT IN EVERYDAY LIFE

A. ™y main dissatisfaction in Commnist Hungary was the com-
plete uprooting of my life, and that evem working eight hours
a day in an office was not sufficient to support myself,

"Apart fram other things the greatest anmoyance was caused by
insecuriiy., We never knew when we were going to be dismissed,
when we were going to be arrested, why and what for."
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our family when my husband was imprisoned and later died, was
something that tied us more closely together. So we were able ~
not, perhaps, materially, but spiritually - tc keep the old
ways and the old spiritual standard,

On marriage, courtship, sex problem, ete., respondent said:

"Due to the living standard, the marriage, courtship, and

sexual behavior has greatly changed in the young people during

the Communist regime in Hungary., It was extremely difficult

to get marriad beczuse of the housing shortage, so people just

lived together. There was no more of the old-fashioned courte

ship going on, and many of the young people had love affairs. .

"The role of the parents in our clase, however, remzined about
the same. Our children accepted our judgment and our word and
the old patriarchal family feeling still pretty much prevailed.
This patriarchal feeling remained especially, as I referred
before, smong the peasants where the father usually told his
children whom they ought to marry, and did not let them marey
outside their class. I have no idea, however, how the marital
relation, etc. was formed among the working class during the
Communist regime,

"The reasons for all changes in Hungary are economic, rather
than being due to Communist doctrines. The doctrines might
have affected the mare primitive classes - maybe -, on the
other hand, there wasn't a very high sexual morality among
those people anyway, not even before the Communist regime.

"To my knowledge, prostitution was strictly prohibited under
Communism, Nevertheless, it flourished.

Respondent's answer to whether or not the sexual merality
under the Communists was different was as follows:

"First of all, let me tell you that during these twelve years
I have never met a convinced Commnist, that is, one who had
some brains. I would have liked to meet and talk to one like
that, but I was unable to do so. Therefore, I really cennot
tell you what the sexual morality -f the convineced Communists
is.

"I never have heard of anyone among our friends who beceme a
party member., I weculd like to stress that a person whom I
choose to be my friend certainly never would have turned to
Communism,
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On juvenile delinquency, respondent's reactions were as
follows:

"I do not believe that juvenile delinquency is being played
down by the Communists because it simply does not exist to
such an extent as it does here in the United States. As a
matter of fact, however, the official attitude toward ju-
venile delinquency is that they are under reactionary ine
fluences at home, and this is the reason why they become
delinquent, On the whole, I do not believe that juvenile
delinquency has increased in Hungary. We do not have any
loafers, for instance, because the pecple are being checked
all the time, and those who do not werk are being locked Upe
I do not believe that the behavior of juveniles is any worse
in Hungary than anywhers else in Furcpe.

"The Jampec is just a youngster who is aping the worst, and
the movie actors and actresses, by wearing flashy clothes and

hairdos. It is purely a put-on attitude, and I do not think
it is very serious,.'’
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VII. RELIGION

v A. "Religion did play an enormous part, in fact the largest part
in life, in Hungary during the Communist regime - larger then
ever before. Maybe it was becausc of politics, but also peo-
ple tried to find relief in religion,

“The religion most hard hit is the Catholic religion in Hume
gary because the Catholic clergy has put up the greatest
resistance -~ headed by Cardinal Mindszenty - againat the re-
gime, Also the minor clergy was “he militant enemy of the
Communists.

"Religicn, of course, is a bulwark against Communiam in Hune
gary; mostly because the Roman Catholics, especially, in the
Confessional, at church meetings, ete. were slways able to
discuss what could be done in a form of passive resistance.

B, '"Religion does pay an important role in my life, and I believe
& more important one than In the 1ife of my parents. I be-
lieve that I am more or less as religious as the average per-
gon in Hungary is. I also follow the rules of my church and
asttend the church as much as possible and when and if time
permits.

C. "Regarding the function of the churches in sceiety, I believe
that the role of churches in education is extremely important.
In an independent country the church should certainly play 2
major role in education. On the other hand, I do not believe
that the churches should inferfere in setting wmorel codes, in
things as movies, plays, books, eic., and also I am decidedly
ggainst any church taking an active part in polities in an in-
cependent Hungary. The church and state should be independent
of each other, but they ought to cocperate,”

E Ds On the Jewish minority, respondent said:

"The Jewish religion has also been hurt by Communism. I can
say this very emphatically. The Jews lost their schools as
did the other religious groups. In the beginning, however,
they wers treated with less striciness. I also have seen
many Jews attend their services ou FPpiday evenings in Puda-
pest, which was more or less a demonstration against the re~
gime.

¢

P
e
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"As to how the Jews were affected by the Communist rule in
Hungary, I can say that in the begimning the Jews were favore
ably inclined toward accepting Communism. I find twe reasons
for that: one, vengeance against the regime under which they
had so much to suffer;,and the second reason, I believe, was
that the Jews did not believe that the Communist regime would
ruin them economically and they would not be affected by Come
munism this way. However, later on the Hungarian Communist re-
gime started to clamp down their rules cn the Jews also - then
they became sort of disappointed. Nonetheless, from the be-
ginning, when the Communists took over in Hungary, the Jews
joined the Communist Party in great numbersj there always was
some merber of every Jewish family who became a big shot in the
Conmunist Party. These, however, were not the 'top class' Jews
(as we called them), the bankers, the induatrialists, etc., but
the 'small’ and lower class Jews.

"he attitude of the Jews during the revelution was suddenly
mti-Communist, and I heard from my son that many of the young
Jewish intellectuals were fighting side by side with the other
Freedom Fighters. Also, the majority of the newspapermen,
authors, etc. who took part in the spiritual leadership of the
revolution were Jews.

"T couldn't put it this way: that the Jews do not want an in-
dependent Hungary., I would say that the Jews want to be inde~
pendent, but not necessarily independent Hungarians. A Jew is
never a patriot. He wanis freedom, personal freedom, and doesn'®
care whether this personal freedom he can achieve is in Hungary

or elsewhere in the big worlid, However, I was informeé that at

the beginning of November last year there was a certain scare -
within the Communist Party whether an anti-Communist feeling i
will arise if Hungary should gain her independence,

"On the whole, I find this anti-Semitic feeling (if it exists)
quite justified because, after all, the top leaders of the whole
Conmunist Party were Jews. On the other hand, in all fairmess,
we must admit that no intelligent Gentile joined the Party « it
was cnly the misled, primitive people among the Centiles who
joined the Party; while there were very many intelligent Jews
who became Party members, Because of tiis, of course, they
achieved mush more spectacular careers within the Party and

this is how it came about that the top Communist leaders and
the people who had responsible jobs within the Party were Jews."
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"T would say that the Hungarian youth, as we think of them, are
between the ages of 1L and 2l years."

"The Hungarian youth played a major part in the revolution by
reason of its enthusiasm snd courage, because of which they
took tae iniative,

"To my mind they stood up against the regime because they were
bewildered by the different doctrines they tried to indoctrinate
them and, due to what they had heard at home, they didn't believe
completely. Also, young people are less fearful of consequences
and less cantious. There is so much more elan in a young person,
t00.

"During the revolution I can say that we wers terribly proud of
our children, The youngsters, on the other hand, always told
ug, ‘Now, you'd better stay home, because you are in our way
and don't bother ug.'”

On the schools snd educatichal systems in Hungary during the
last ‘ten years, respondent said:

"I tlink that theeducation in Hungary -~ that is, in the schools -
put a very great stress on ideology and Russian language, This
was the situation not only in the high schools, but in the uni-
versities as well. Further more, a child could never learn

what he wanted because he or she was admitted to the schools

and to the universities only after careful checking of the family
background. However, the situation improved greatly in the last
two years., The quality of the teaching has also improved, as I
was told; but on the whole, it is amazing to see how much strong-
er was the discipline in Hungarian schools (even under the Com-
munists) than here in the United States, for instance,

"The restriction of vocational choice was of course practiced

by the government, In fact, in the second year of high school

the child was diracted to the so-called vocational high schools.
When 1) years old, a child had to decide and state what he wan-
ted to become, The gpplications were already filed by that age.
Usually, however, the child was never glad to go on to study

what he had wented, At the university, again, the children were
directed to those certain professions in which there was a short-
age at the time. The Hungarian statistical bureaus have carefully
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figured out in which professions and how many are needed,

"The quality of the education was good, especially in the last
years, because the universities and schools simply had to call
back their old teachers. They did not have enough trained
people of ther own. The professors of the universities had a
very hard time because sometimes the students believed tiem to
be Communist, which they certainly weren't. Then, on the other
hand, they, in order to keep their jobs, had to make concessions
to the government also. I can say that I was very sorry for
anybody who had to teach in Hungary.

"The professors and teachers at the universities were extremely
competent and were qualified. I am quite sure that even if
there were a few among them who were Communist Party members,
they were not members because they were Communists, but bee
cange they wanted toc keep their jobs. After all, a2 man must
live - especially if he has a family."

In respondent’s opion, the Hungerian youth, on the whole,
rejected Communist abovo, and also because they were convinced
that it was no good. There was reality versus theory, and they
could see it for themselves,

"I do not believe that the Hungarian youth was ever sympathetic
to Communism, on the whole. However, in the beginning of tle
regime, there were some young people (and these mainly of the
Jewish religion and the working class) sympathizing with Com-
munism. Gradually, as young people of these two groupe saw
that what the regime had promised was not coming into being,

and how the regime wasturning against the Jews and workers,

they were disillusiecned, in a way, and they stopped sympathizing
altogether."
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A,

THE ECONCMIC LIFE

"Our family got along financially somehow, but only due to
the fact that after regular office hours I had an extra job,
and I worked as a rule 1} hours 2 day and sometimes more.

"Regarding food, we had a substantial meal at lunch time ia

our office which was quite good. As a result, in the evening
we only had cold cuts, tea, or a hot soup. The food situation
had improved in the last years and the food supply in the city
was much better. On the whole food commodities were expensive
&3 compared to what you were earning. For instance, the hourly
vage in Hungary was from 1 forint 60 to 2 forint LOj whereas
two pounds of bread (one kilogram) were 3 forints -~ so you see,
you had to work mere than one hour in arder to be able to buy
two pounds of bread. ,

"The clothing situation was extremely bad, at least with our
family. We could not afford to buy any clothes, and what we
had came from abrecad - from the packages our friends sent, I
mst admit, however, that in the last years the quality of
the clothing goods became betier.

"The worst thing was the housing situation., Usually six to
seven people lived in one rpom. There were thres families in
one apartment who had to share the kitchen and bathroom, ete.

"The greatest luxury for me was, for instance, a new dress, a
rew pair of nylons, or to go to a hairdresser, once in a blue
Mmoo,

"Of the above three - food, clotiing, and housing -~ it was the
housing situation that caused ws the greatest difficulty. The
living standard of our family was at its worst between 1950 and
1953, of course - at the time we were deported, and from 1953
on it started to climb slightly. On the whole, I can say that
our living standard, which had been at the highest level pos-
sible, went down to the rock bottom. I really cannot say what
I have missed becsuse you somehow lose your judgment living in
dire poverty.

"Among the families I knew, the families of the physicians, fo r
instance, were much better off than others because they made more
money. Also the specially %rained or qualifiad engineer or actor
cr musician were slways living much better and far above the
average.
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"I think that the approaching economic debacle in all satele
‘ lite states and Soviet Russia sccounts for the low living
4 standard in Hungary during the last eight years,"

B, On her own income in Hungary during the past ten years, res- |
pondent gave the following information: |

"In 1956 I earned 1800 forint per month, which was an extremely |
high salary for g woman. On this T had to pay 180 forints for |
Peace Loan, and 6%, I believe for retirement and compensation, |
The above mentioned 1800 farints includes all the premiuns |
which I received, usually every three months, - these were },0%
of my salary and were what they called 'lenguage premiums'
gince I spoke three forelgn larguages. I had to have a secon~
dary source of income, and aften office hours I worked until
. late at night in a lawyer's office, There I received ten ft.
. per hour. No deductions were taken from what I earned there

~ because I simply did not report this income for tax purposes.

"A11 members of my family worked in order te supplemen’ the
family income, Two of my daughters worked in offices. My
Scn was an unskilled laborer, as he was called, Both of my
sons-in-law worked also,

"T did not get any wage increases over the last five Years be-

cause every time I was due for a raise I was dismissed from my
Job,®

Co Ms to where our family bought our food, we bought wherever we
were able to get hold of it, We bought in cooperative stores,
free markets, or the state stores, The market stores, which
really were cooperative markets, were pretty good ~ the quality
of the commodities was good. The fruits, vegetables, etc. were
very fresh and pleasing to the eye. The prices, of course,
were very much higher,

"On the whole, I can tell you that everything in Hungary was
classified into three different types. There was the standard

¢ type. the quality type, and the export type for all commodities
whether it was far fruit or for industrial products. They went
so far that even the funeral, for instance, had three different
classes - standard, quality, end export, When my motier died
I couldn't have her buried at a certain cemetery where we had

our family vault because that was what they called a quality
cemetery, and I just couldn't afford it,

. "On the whole, I can say that everyt!ing was available, more
' or less, in the state stores.
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"In the beginning we (our friends and mmwm our class) naver
bought at the state stores as a idind of passive rosistance, and
trled to patronize the so~caelled maszek stores. Those were the
swall, in2lvidual enterprises of the lungarisn craftsmen. Howe~
evar, in the long run we couldn’t kwep pace with the increasing
prices Dbecause tho maszek storekseopere had to pay such high
taxos that hisg prices were simply boycad cur budget. The dif-
forence in price, of course, wes very much worthwhile; however,
state stores were all over the city and you didn't have time %o
go out -~ gometimes guite a distance =~ to get to your little pri-
vato tallor, and so on. On the other hand,yau had teo do your
purchasing doy by day. We had no monsy, and there were no ico~
boxes, refrigerators, etc. in Hungary. I cannot remombor
whether or not the difforences in prices were greater in scme
years than in the others. The difference in quality in shoes,
for instance, cnd food during the last year (I am thinking of
1956) waa quite remarkable.

"Ga the avallability of other commodities - dresses, clothing,
for instance -~ I can say very littla because we simply did not
buy clothess All we had ~ I mean the women in our family -
ware two skirts and two blouses for the office, and in the sum=
wer two summer droasses, one of them being laundered while we 1
wore the other. Thon we had a good or not so good winter coats
Thot was all.

"liow the retail distribution in Hungery worked, I really cannot
gaye 1 had very little time tec spend on shoppinge I do lmow
that there were commodities that were simply unobtainable scme~
times - for exemple, bathroom paper, mending wool, shirt buttons,
neadles, atc.

"The blaclk market was flowrishing in the beginning of the Jormu~
niat regine up wmitl 195%, and it was mostly for food commodities
aapeclally fats, sugar, coffes, otc. lator on, when the food sup=~
ply becamo somewhal better and we were able to buy things on the
free market, the black market disappesared. However, thare was
8%ill a black warket in Imgory for nylons, wool, and cosmetics.
Last year there was a black market for aparitments. At the time
thore etill was a black market in food commodities, ths fats,

for instonce, wero axtremely good, but of course the price was
about double that in the state stores. OFf oourse thors was
under-the~counter sale, mostly in commoditles that wers vory
soldom available -~ such as lemons, ccoson, rice, stce. It also
happened at thet time that if you wanted to buy some other com~
modity that wae vory socarce in supply, you had to purchase scme-
thing else in order to vecoive it. The changes in the availa-
bility and prices were alweys accerding to the shoritage or the
supply of goods. A% that time black merket purchasing was dan-
gerous and was punished by prison. Howewor, o great desal de-—
ponded on who the purchasor was, because the purchaser and the
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and the seller bothwre pmished if fund guilty. On the other
hand, since the Commmists had the bes=t salaries and congsequently
more funds, they bought mootly on the black market."

Ds  On the working conditions at the of'fice where respondent
workod, sho gave the following information:

 "As I previously seid, I was working in a patent office. I was

tho administrative socretary and leader of the sectiom. I did
the correspondence both for abroad and domestic. I had oight
hours to work, and we had besides that half an hour off for lumch.
On 3turdaye I worked five hours only. 1y office was about 8 to
90 mimutes from the placo uhove I lived by bus.

“It was purely through a friond that 1 obtoined this job. This
friend told me there was a vaeangy and I applied for it.

"Iy relationsvith my co~workers wore extremely good, in fact they
were wenderfule My immediate boss was an old family friond, and
altogethor I can say that this office was an excoptionally good
one. Since patents were our specialty, all poople who worked
there ~ I moon the section loaders, etc. = had to be extremely

~ Woll qualified and therefore were all of the old regime. The
Socretarios also had to lnow at least twe or three languages, so
again these girls and women had tho saze social beckgrounde The
genoral manager of the office was ¢ Communist Porty member, o
Jow who was extromely disgusting with overybody end therefore
thoroughly hated by overyone, including myselfs He was tho
brother=in~lav of a top Comrunist called Friss, Stevon Priss,
and hs threw his welight about a groat deal. Ho, of course, had
little Imowledge of the vhele business and he was put there by
the govornvent to be the political leader of the office.

"Tho Party tecrotary and’'chief of personnel was one and the same
person. GSho was a woman who, despite being a momber of the Com=
mmist Party, was an oxtronoly religious womani so I baliove ahe
must havo been one of what I call those 'idiot Comrmunists' b=
cause she woe all out for Sommunism, and on the other hand, she
wont %o church and cormmmion svery doy. 3he was quite a fanatb.
She treated all employoes oxtremoly woll, she was very nice, and
kind to overybody. In fact, she practiced 'love thoy neighbort.
1 vas oxtrewcly satisfied in my job and I liked 1% also. As I
sald before, all my fellow worlers wore wall qualified for their
Jobs, except of course the menager, and I was always praised for
my work by my other suporiors.

"The Iungarinn vacation program was extremely good on paper and
in theory, bocause overy worker was entitled to two wools paid
vacation and you received an allotwent for a very nica hotel.
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lowever, it worked like this: You roeceived your two weeke paid
vacation, but you wers nover sent to that nice health resori
because only those who had a ‘good background' and good cader
files were allowed to goe

"The hoalth program, on the whole, was good because we had very
meny end good benefits under this program. Tor instance, 90
days were frec in o hospital - all the hospitalizotion, medicine,
medical care, etec. was froe. The people who belonged to the
trode unions, however, hod more benofits than those who did note
We had %o pay only 157 of the price on wodicines if they were
guito special ones.

"The compensation or pansion program, on the other hand, was ox-
trenely bad because the pensions were very low and the amount of
pension you received alwoys deponded on how long you had been
working without interruption at the same job, and this very few
people could do. All service years spont with one company be=
foro the Communist regime wore net included.

Be "As to wkxi wherse I would profer to live in Hungary and
where I did livo in Iungory, this was always the clty. There
were alweys much better job opporitunities for me there than in
the coumtry.

"In iy spkemyxiha opinion, the city workers had a better diet
bocause, I believe, the govermment toolk great coare.

was aloo rmch higher in the eity. I beliove it was mich ecsier
politically glso to live in the city becauss in a small village
in tho sountryside you wers mmch more conspicuouse. Howover, I
do not see how you could hide away for a long time anywhere in
fungary because your deeds and your data were duly recorded on
the Cader files, and they could always track you down wherever
you wero.

"On collectivization when first introduced in Iungary I always
had a bad opinion bocause, lnowing the Hungarian peasantry, I
lmew they would not work if they were not ellowed to work for
thomselves. DBesides, the collectivimation as introduced and
practiced in Iungary was completely wrongs It was done by sheer
foroe and wos used by » I have seen it
when 1 was deported and living with the peasants in the country.
The governuent went about collectivization liks this: they im=
posed a terrific tax and compulsory surrender of grain and pro=
duce on the middle end lerge peasants to such an extent that
finally thoy couldn®t comply with these orders anymore. Little
by little they got in dobt to the state rogarding their taxes,
and they had to buy tho commodities in order to be able %o sur—
rondor them. Vhon they were at rock bottom, the authorities
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said, 'All right, we are going to forget about everything provi-
ded you join the cooperntive.' I belicve that all peasants in
Inngary objected to colloctivization. First the well=to-do-
pea.sant objected, thon the less well-te-do, and finally the
poorest peasant ovene.

"I have heard of collectives being dissolved - first in 1953 vhen
Prime linistor Nagy toolk over, and then in 1956 in the fall when
thoy were dissolved. The roasons for the dissolution were simply
that the peasants were hap y that at last thoy had an opportuni ty
to get out of these collective fayma.

" I really do not lmow what lind of agricultural system I would
lilce to see ideally in an indepondent Ingary. I cortainly do
not want to see a system whore there are huge big estates in me
hande I would prefer, howsver, that tho land should go back in~-
to private owmorshife. On the other hand, I think that the cow
operatives as practiced in the Western coumtrios - Denmark, ctce -
is goods This should not be forced and it should not be rhsused
as it was during the Cormunist rogime in Hungary. Also a state
farm can bo o vory workable enterprise if they pay good wmges.

"I bolieve that the mechanization of egriculture and the intro-
duction of tractor stations all over the country was quite goode.
Livestoclk broeding on a sciontific basie, etc. can also be con=-
ducted to a much more profitable extent on big state farms. I

do not apvrove, however, in the exploitation of persommnel and the
soil or that it is healthy, as they did it under the Communiat
regime in Mungery within the large state farms.!
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L. TIIT POLITICAL LIFG

Ae On her interest in politics before 1948, respondent said:

"Considering that my husband was the oditor of one of tho
leading dailios in Pudapest, and due to my anti~lazi attitude,
1 was of course greatly intorested in politics before 1948.
However, we had no affiliation with any political party. ly
overall political views at that time woroe toward & sound So-
cialism patterned on that of the Scandinavian states, and ideal
democracy »

"My foelings about the Corramist Party before 194E wero about
the some as now. I iksught thoroughly hatod and mistrustod theme
However, I rust mention that during the last two years of the
Gorwan domination in Iumgary the Commumist Party worked togother
with a registance group in which we alse participated. This
group was formed by all the leading Catholic clergy and olso

the Comrunist Party leaders. Tho aim of the association was to
destroy Nazism. At that time, whon we were working together with
these people toward tho destruction of Neziem in Zurope, nobody
thought thot Russia would be rowarded with castern durepe for her
part in World Var II. After all, Russia did not win the war
agai::at Gormany alone, bocause it was with Weotern help that she
did.

B« "On the Comramist Party from 1948, I can only say that 4he
Party was led by imported Jommumists who were trained by lioscow
and vho held Hungarian as well as Russion citizenship. Those men
vere sent to Iungoary with the intention of rebuilding a Commumist
Party. Of those who joined tho Comrumisgt Perty, more than half
were the proletarians who didn't have the slightest idea sbout
political watters and who only expocted that the Comrunist regime
would holp them economicallye. The other portion of the poople
who joined the Cormunist Party wem, as I mentioned before s the
Joews. Tho percentage of Jows im the CJorrumnist Party was very
high becauso the Jows wore seoking material 5ains, and not Le=-
cause thoy wore se completely convinced of the benefits of Com-
mnisme

"I always wantod to meet an intelligent Comrunist Party wember
bocause it would have been intoresting to discuss with him quite
a nucber of quostions. lowever, I never succeeded in doing so.

"The attitudos of tho Party membors toward thie Party have undor—
gone groat changes - always according to the timos and the peli~
tical trends. In tho boginning, the najority of Corrmunist Fariy
wombers were oxpecting somothing from the Party. 1In the course



F=55
MA /X1

of time, howover, when they saw for themselves that the Party
was not fulfilling ite promises, they turned against the Party.

tThere wore also a rumber of Comrumist Party mombers ~ and these
were tho really valuable mombers of the Party ~ who were the
Pormer Social Democrats. They were by no means CJommumist, bub
at the time vhen the Comxmmnist rogime simply merged the Social
Demooratic Party with the Commumist Party, they became Commmunist
Party mewbora. Nolons volens.

"I would lilm %o point out, however, that I do not accept thak
there was a compulsion %o become a Janmmnist Party member. If
you decided that you would not get ahead under the Corrmnist re-
gime and you have to work, whatever worlk you received, you were
not obliged to join the Commumist Party. Of course, meny people
did so because they wanted to loop their jobs, thoy tried te
make pome sort of compromise ~ that sort of compulsion, I adumit,
did exist. But that you were throatened to become a Jomrmnist
Party membor - that never existed in Hungary. If you had on
ideal, and if you wanted 4o livo up to that ideal, ond if you had
a strong enough oharacter - then you were certainly not obliged
to becoms a Party members

"The policies of tho Commmist Party were undergoing change all
the time. It alvays depended on what orders loscow had issued,
and these orders came in compliance with the foreign, political,
and economic situations in the satellito nations ond tho ontire
vorlds

"1 am sure that thore were differences within the Party. I have
heard of these quite by chance. At first thore was the Rajk case,
and thon there was 1955 whon Prime Finister Nagy tcok over.

Thore always has been & rift between nationel Communism and lMoscow=
dictated Cormunism, and this rift still persists. Also, I have
heard of o growing anti-Semitic foeling within the Communist Par-
ty. These faots, of course, are never publicized very mmuch, but

I have heard these facts through one of my sons-in~law who was
friendly with a Commmist Party secretary. Also it happened some~
tines that you got some grepevine information at the hairdrosser's,
who did the hoir of the wife of ome of the top Commmmists. This
wife was extremely stupid and slipped up a couple of times and
gave out informaticne.

%I do not know anything about Party worale, but I have heord that
during the last years meny members of tho Party dared to criticize
it quite strongly. From 1945 to 1948 the Party hadn't yet been
o well orgonized.
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In respondent's opinion, tho aims end motives of the top leaders
of the Coxmmumist Party can be summed up like this:

"It is vory difficult to figure out what the eims and motives of
the top Comrumnist Perty loadors are because they are dopendent
entirely on loscow. Iiot only are they dependent, but they are
muzxyad scared, too. ALlso, I believe that once & person has
gained o position and ia in power he is very reluctant to pive

it ups Of one thing I am quite surve, however; that is that the
top Comrunlet lecders in Hungary are not interested in the well—
belng of the country. I boliove that their mein motives are
megalemania and fear. The overall ainm of the Communist leadership
as o body is, of course, is the ecstablishment of world Corrmmisom,
and this under the orders of loscows However, I don't think that
they will do porsomally anything toward that aim, and this is
only a beautiful slogffesese which thoy ropeat 1lile parrotse. Al-

togother 1 do not bolieve that there is a convinced Jormumist
among theme As I seld before, I never mei one during those 12
years.

"Their personality is that of a meniac - a thoroughiy wild and

evil people, and I do not think that there is one idealist smong
them, Also there is some difference in their characters. For ine
stance I believe that Reval is a diabolically evil man., The main
reason for acting as they do is fear, I beliwve that they are
more scared of the Communist regime than I am, After all, the
purges which are carried out in the Communist Party are a very
strong lesson to each of them, It was generally said, and boe
lieved, that Raskosi was the only one among the Communist leaders
in Hungary who tried to promote Hungarian interests and stood up
for the Hungarian people, Also, he wzs the only one who did suce
ceed in enforcing Communism in Hungary, and the moment he was dige
missed the whole p@litical structure colispsed., Even he was purged
from the scene. Therefore, I belleve, ss I have repeatedly said,
that the top leaders are scared to death and fear their own lives.

"I am not quite clear to what extent Rajk was trying to imitate
Tito's methods, but after 2ll, he was a Commmnist too.

"There is certainly a great difference between the motives of the
rank and file membership and that of the leadership, becausg a
rank and file member is looking after only his own little petty
interests and he wants to prove his value to the nemt one sbove
himy this in turn to the next cne again, and so on it goes til the
very tope The top people, on the other hand, have to prove their
oun value to Moscow.

ihen Hungary is independent, if ever, T would send the top Hun~
garlan Conmunists to a forced labor camp, I believe that even
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working in the sugar beet fields or the rice paddies would be too
good for them.

C. "The opposition to the Communist government before the revo-
lution was passive resistance almost entirely., We eouldn't de
anything else because of the extremely heavy penalties and tere
rific oppression. However, the feeling and the spirit of passive
resistance prevailed in all social classes, sspecially among the
workers and the peasantry. I have heard of many slow-downs in
factories and also of wilful damage, for instance, of machinery.
The peasants sabatoged the surrender of their goods, and also
pecple often did not report carrectly how much they were growing
and how much the harvest was, etc, Nobody could talk of such op~
position behavior because immediately the government clamped down
on anything of wiich they were aware. It was not effective, of
course, (the resistance) but pecple were glad to show even that
mugh of their spite toward the regime, Opposition behavior of any
kind was kind of contagious, because if it was known that some
slow~down happened in one of the plants, then immediately three or
four others took place."

On the activities of the intellectuals, respondent saids

"I had already heard about the Petofi Cirele at that very important
and famous meeting in the fall, The next day the whole city was
talking about it, and I know that this meeting was atiended by
several Communist Party bigwigs, and also by some Russian repre-
sentatives, The Literary Magazine also started to publish very
courageous artieles and, due to this, the paper was always sold

out on black market and handed down from hand to hand, There was
also mother newspgper edited by Boldizsar. This was a Monday
paper, a weekly called Hetfoihirlap., I would like to mentien that
on October 21 in the evening e vas such a crowd on the Szenater
that it was hardly possible to get across the square., These people
were all waiting where the paper came off the press.

"The intellectual ferment was going on even before the Petofi meete
ings because we heard such things ass an article gppeared in cone
of the papers, that one of the university prefessors talked flore
freely to the students and let them hold meetings, that every of-
fice usually they held gome kind of meeting after the meetings of
the Petofi Cirele. An order was issued to the Commnist Party
delegate in the offices through the general manager that all thet
had happened at the Petofi meetings should be commended on .
Now here I would like to mention something which I have heard and
I believe it does make some sense, I have heard that the Commmist
Party instigated the revolution, but they, of course, didn't believe
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that it would get out of hand, The Soviet Union wanted to strength-
en its Furopean military force, and they tried to find a reason

for which they could send their troops to Burope. They wanted to
deal effectively with the Near Fast without interference from the
Western world. Therefore, they were putting what we call a horse
under the intellectuals and the writers and the authors whe were

all Communist Party members, and they encouraged them to eriticize
the system and the whole Communist ideology., Whether or not this

is really true, I am afraid only history will discover, and thie
may be only & hundred years hence,

"Returning to the intellectuals, I do not think that they had
anything new to say, it was more or less the ideas of everybedy
that they tried to put on paper, On the other hand, I am convinced
that without the meetings of the Petofi Circle the Hungarian revo-
lution would never have started. I am also really at a loss as to
what to think of these intellectuals who staried the revolution
because in general they were the pet children of the regime and
they had no reason whatsoever to revolt against it. Then toc,
these people had no reason to wish back the past either. Therefare,
the only reason why they turned against the Commnist regime in
Hungary must be that de3y they wanted a kind of national Communism,"
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XTI, THE APPARATUS OF POWER

A. When asked about the Hungarian Secret Police, the AVH, re-
spondent said:

"Ag far as I know, we could divide the AVH force into three dif-
ferent categories « first of all there were the leaders, then
there were the plaineclothesmen, amd finally, the uniformed police
or militia.

"The uniformed militia part of the AVH was the only section that
I wuld say was innocent, in a way, because they were the young
boys who were drafted for military service and were just aseigned
to the AVH militia force. These people were not worse than any
of the regular police,

"The plainclothesmen, on the cther hand, were the extremely dan-
gerous section of the AVH. They were 'built-in® into every of-
fice and every ministry, and unfortunately there were even a
couple of them in the soecial societies., I really earmot tell
how the AVH kept these people under their thumb - probably they
feared reprisals against their families or they had some other
hold on them. Decidedly these people must have worked under ter-
rific moral terror, I belisve,

"The top leaders of the AVH were and the majority

of the top officials were alsec Jews. Some of the former -
Party pecple, in order to 'be on the safe side' have also joined '
the AVH, but only for the purpese of saving their skins.

"As to our perscnal experiences with the AVH, I could tell you books
@ibout it, My husband was imprisecned in comneetion with the Mindszene
ty trial eand he died in prison due to illetreatment. I myself was
interrogated in 1949 in connection with the same Mindsgenty trial
and then I was again at the AVH in 1955, At that time T was ac-
cused of taking part in industrisl syping, This was strictly an
interrogation. I was not illetreated or tortured, but they just
tried to tire me out by a ceaseless interrogation, day and night,
without any sleep. Also there was a very strong floodlight that
acted against me which they always use when interrogating people.

"We also were deported for two years into the provinces - my whole
family, probably for this very same reason,

"I do not know of any AVH men who wanted to leave the AVH or suffered
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remorse; anyway I'm sure it would have been impossible. Sueh a
perscon might have died aceidently, for that matter, before he was
able to leave the AVH,

"If end when Hungary is independent, I would give the top AVE
people and the others who took part in torturing pecple the eame
treatment they gave to their victims, but I wuld not hesitate te
give them a death sentence at all.

Comparing the regular police to the AVH, respondent saids

"The regular police were quite decent in a way, but they were
scared of each other, so they had to be decent with the people
when they were alone and individually. Of course, they had what
they had what they called a political sectlon and this was headed
by a political officer who was a member of the AVH,

‘"The regular police force was, of course, extremely badly trained
during the Commnist regime,

"Also, there was a great difference in the regular police force as
compared to the prewar police force. They never had in Hungery

any peolicewomen. Now they have taken them on, and they are trained
like men. They had to go to target-shooting practice, etec, Of
course the regime tried to indoctrinate them with the Communist doc-
trine, and therefore these people who fundamentally rejected the
Communist doctrines were serving only sort of half-heartedly. They
were also very badly paid, so I do not know of any cases, but I
could imagine that they could easily be cerrupted with bribes,

"The Communis?® regime kept silent about the major crimes so that we
were never infarmed if any such thing hgppened and therefare, I can-
not tell whether they are competent or not.

"Buring the revolution, I heard fwom my son and my two sons-in-law,
all three of whom took an active part in the revolution, the police
submitted their arms to the Hungarian youth. Unfortunately these
arms were not very good. They hadn't been issued any better, The
fact that the AVH police changed into the regular police's clothes
XESEXX during the revolution shows that they knew that the Hune
garian Freedom Fighters wouldn't hurt the regular police because

of their pro-revolutionary attitude. However, luckily some of
those AVH pesople forgot to change their shoes, and since the AVH
uniform was equipped with tan boots the Freedom Fighters immedizte-
ly knew what man had changed into the garb of the regular police by
looking at these boots,
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On the Hungarian courts before 1945, Respondent said:

"The Hungarian courts.were always known for their integrity and
for giving sentences which were absolutely just, and everybody
before a Hungarian court got fair treatment.

"I cannot say this, of course, about the People's Courts that were -
active between 1945 and 19L7. My husband was tried by 2 Pecple's g
Court. There the judges were unqualified and uneducated people

who had no idea about legal matters at all, Also, they were filled
with hatred and revenge against our class. The People's Courts

tried only political cases, but they made a political case out of

even simple economic cases.

"Regarding the so-called war criminals, I do not believe that all
of them were actually guilty. There ies no reason to put a men to
death because his country has lost & war, and surely the People's
Courts could not pass sentence on cases like that, The Allied
courts in Germany, of course, were quite different - these were
fair, Therefore, I believe that the Pecple's Court sentences of
war criminals were not just because a completely unqualified person
cannot pass sentence = or at least should not be allowed to do o,
Besides it's very difficult to specify of what an alleged war crim-
inal is guilty because, after all, an officer of any ermy (for in-
stance) has to obey orders, and it is not easy to draw a line as
to where he ought to stop,"

Dy VWhen asked whether or not Hungarian feelings about the Russian
Army are due to the events of 1848, respondent saids:

"Well, tais is just damn stupid. It was only due to the 19LL-lS
behavior of the Russian troops., They behaved at that time like
uncivilized-not even people but-animals, raping and drinking, etc.

"Before the Russians came into Hungary, we were expecting them to
leave as soon as the peace treaty was signed, that is as soon as
the CGermans were chased out of the country. The experiences we
had with the Russian Army, thank you, were pretty bad., They were
billeted at our summer home at Leanyfalu., We warked for them, we
waited on them, and they were robbing us of everything we had,

"My attitude toward the Russian Army has changed in a way, because
during the revolution I realized that they are just animals and
they camnot help being that uneducated and uncultured as they are.
They are just animals, that's all..

"Before the revolution we could not learn very much about the Rus-
sian occupation troops becsuse they were not allowed to fraternize,
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and besides, the Hungarians did not like to be in touch with them
either, They were all billeted in separate villas, etec., They had
their oun PX for shopping, and so nobody had much opportunity to
get in touch with them,

"I can, however, say that those Russian troops that were stationed
in Hungary for a longer e refused to fight against the Freedom
Fighters, and I have heard of many who even fought with the Hun-
garian Freedom Fighters, These, of carse, were considered une-
reliable and were exchanged for new troops which were Mongelians
mostly. My son told me that some of the wounded Russian soldiers
were imploring the nurses and doctors in the hospitals not to tell
on them becausze they were scared of their cwn officers.

"On the other hand, I have heard of several cases where the Russian
troops, of course the new ones, fired on civilians who were queued
up in front of food stores,”

E; . "There certainly were some people who were willing to forget the
rules and help pecple in trouble. These, however, wers mostly minor
government officials and thoy could only help in very smell ways,
These people were Communist Party members, but only for the sake

of their jobs, and were willing to help people mmwamwar wherever
and whenever they could, I'm sure that those minor officlals were
open to bribes because they were so poorly paid,”

“"Cormections through the Communist Party lines were of course im-
possible for people of our kind because we had none, As far as I
heard, you e¢culd, however, bribe people at the housing committee
and the what they called 'councils', which were a kind of town
halls (as compared to the civie organizations heré), and where the
non-politicel administrative cases were held, It was, however, im-
pos%ible to bribe anybody a® the AVH 4= at least I never heard of
it.

G. When asked about the efficiency and competence of the various
groups and pecple who hold power in Communist Hungery, respondent
said:

"Regarding the efficiency of the seeret police, I think that this
has improved because they were training their pecple. I do not
know anything, however, on the Hungarian army leadership, nor on
the Russian army leadership. Regarding the buresucracy, publie
administrations, etc, - here again they tried to train the younger
people and those people who were willing to cooperate, but they
did not have a large enough staff yet,"
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XITI, ASSESSMENT OF FUTURE PROSPECTS FOR HUNCARY

A. '"What probably will happen in Hungary in the future, and also
in Eastern Burope as well, will always depend on world policy and
the Russian attitude. I am hoping that every 'ism' sooner or later
will pass its culmination and is on the dowmgrade,

"However, I am coenvinced that as long as the Fussian troops stay
in Hungary no change will be possible. Rrrcoooooccomexsinrirgckie

"Kadar's actions do not reflect his own attitude either. He doesn't
flo anything of his own will, and he is a puppet of Moscow only.

Y"Regarding the attitude of the Weet, I do not believe that the
Allied powers will do enything by force. The only way they could
do something, and probably they will try, is on the diplomatic
level or with active economic help, Maybe the situation will
arise that the Russlians will need something badly end then maybe
they will let Hungary have a Poland-like solution. Thie is the
most I am hoping for now.

"Regarding the means whereby the satellite nations' problems could
be solved, I really am at & logs. Everybody is afraid of war, and
besides the Russians achieve everything witheut war -- at least
they have so far., Alsc, since during the Hungarian revolution,
when there was an opportunity to do something --without a war

(I must stress this because it wouldn't have come to & war) ==
nothing was done, and why should the West de something now after
this opportunity has passed. Also, like everybody else, I am
convinced that since the United Nations' sanctions were ineffective
last fall, there are no such means by which Russia could be forced
to obey, I do not imagine, either, that any internsl changes could
occur in Russia which would lead to a settlement in Eastern Eurcpe.”

Bo "During the last eight or ten years while in Hungary we just
couldn't think anything abecut the possible prospects of our coune
try. We only had the hope that at some time it must end because
we were convinced that the whole economic system in the gatellite
countries gnd Russia itself must crumble. This was our only hope
during the long 12 years,"
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XIv. SOCIAL, POLITICAL, AND ECONOMIC IDEOLOGY

A, "I would like to see in Hungary a true and real democratic
system along the lines of, for exemple, the Scandinavian democe
racies.”

Bs Regarding the desired econemic system, respondent said:

"I firmly believe that Hungary must put an emphasis on agriculture.
After all, Hungary has always been and geographically is an agri-
cultural country. I believe that some emphasis can also be put on
light indusiry, but not heavy industry which has been boosted for-
cibly. Hungary does not have any raw materials that justify large-
scale heavy industry. I believe that in the field of light indus-
try consumers' goods should be emphasized, for instance shoes,
clothing, etc. These could also be produced far export because
the Hungarian shoes, dresses, etc. were always well-known before
the war. Also, there is one very important item at which Hungary
was extremely good in producing, and tris should be emphasized tooj
that is the production of preeision instruments,”

When asked what should be done with the national enterprises if
the Communist regime were overthrown in Hungary, respondent said:

"This is an extremely tricky problem, and we shall need a couple
of very smart economists who ean figure out 3m& how and by what
means people can be compensated and the whole system reverted to
a private economy.

"I believe that the state farms should be kept up under a very
sound and competent management. The only thing of inmportance, to
my mind, is that the people should be better paid on those state
farms - then there won't be any trouble, The caucases should be,
on the other hand, dissolved; however, some of them could be kept
up on a completely voluntary basis,"

“As to the role of the government in the economic system of an ine-
dependent Hungary, I believe that the heavy industry should remain
in state hands, as well as the railways, electrical works, water
works, telephone, etc. which should be given to city management as
it was before the war., 'he power stations again are another ques-
tion because they should be dependent on the problem of what is
going to hgppen to the heavy industry, and which part of them is
going to be handed back to private persons and which remaine in
the hands of the state. I do not think that it would be easy to
give back the kmawmy heavy industry to private ownership, and
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that's why I believe it should remain in the hands of the state.
However, private enterprise should also be given a chance in this
field.

"The government's role in agriculture should mainly consist in
keeping up the tractor stations and the stations for agricultural
mechinery so as to assist the small farmers. The state should
also keep up experiment stations in the agricultural field as well
as livestock breeding., On the whole, the state should always play
a guiding end directing role in agriculture,

"T believe that the government should put 2 limit on the amount of
land sny private person may own, and I think that a small estate
of 100 to 200 acres would be the ldeal size, I do not think that
the huge estates of several tens of thousands acres should be re-
turned to private ownership because then the differences would
again be too big.

When asked which kind of government she wouldlike to see in an
independent Hungary, respondent said:

"T would like to see the first one because in a politically free
country everybody can get & job and so would I."

"Regarding the outlawing of the Commnist Party in an independent
Hungary, God forbid. Why should they be made martyrs? They ought
to try to keep up their membership and their party because they
would not succeed anyway. Besides, an undexrground movement is
always very pleasing mand is much too dangerous.

Co Respondent's answer to the position she would want Hungary to
have ideally was as follows:

"My dream has always been a United States of Europe and within
this, an independent Hungary.

"7 would be willing, maybe, to have Hungary have cultural rela-
tions with the Soviet Union, but only in the scientific field
and also for music and theater. I would not want to have Hune
gary have any military alliances with anybody. I would prefer
her to have economic connections, and strong ones, with all the
rest of the world except Russiay and the same stands for cul-
tural relations which should be fostered,

"0f course I have heard a great deal about the federation of
Danubia states and this was a much discussed topic in Hungary.
Nevertheless, I still prefer the United States of Furope solution
because in a federation of the Dgsnubia states Hungary would meet
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with too much antagonism, Besides, the United States of Furcpe
would have more backing. Within the Danubian federation too many
nations of Slav origin would take part, and that is to the disad-
vantage of Hungary. Therefore, I do not believe that a Danubian
federation is very likely and I still prefer the United States of
BEurope to any other solution,

"Hungary's present boundaries are unacceptable to me because too
meny Hungariens are living outside the Hungarian border, Within
a United States of Europe this problem could also be solved by an
international settlement so that those territories that are popu-
lated mostly by Hungarians should be returned to Hungary. Alseo I
believe that the idea of a plebescite is good. I do not advecate
any exchange of population. We have already seen in the past how
poorly this warks. This problem on the whole is very importent
for me and I have always been worried about the fate of Hungerian
minorities outside the mother country.
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I got from the newspaper men was mostly reliable. The other, of
course, was infiltrated with a lot of wishful dreaming. I also
was able to figure out a great deal of news by plain deduction ==
whatever happened in the other satellite nations socner or later
would happen in Hungary also.

D. Respondent's reading heblts.

"Before and during the war, ofcourse, I read all the leading Hune
garian dailies; and before the war and during the war even, I was
able receive always the Neue Zuricher Zeitung. Among the magazines,
the Ceographical Magazine which I liked best; and smong books I can
say that I have read the literature of all civilized nations, more
or less, and mostly in the original langvage, In Hungarian I read
almost only political books, I read very little fiction.

"During the war the Hungarian press was more or less under the ine
fluence of the Cermans, with the exceptions of the Nemzeti Ujsag,
Magyar Nemzet, and Nyoleorai Ujsag.

“"As to what I have read during the last eight to ten years in Hun-
gary, the only paper I read was the Magyar Nemzet. I have alsc
read the Szabad Nep, however, and this for information purposes.

I was able to read between the lines always., I also read the of-
ficial Hungarian Gazette, end this was important because I werked
in the patent office, and T had to know about the new official
decrees.

On the whole I can say that I did not place any trust in the news-
papers because everything, even the news about theater, etc. was
always slanted. For me, however, it was easy to read between the
lines -- after all I have spent my whole life among newspaper
people., There is one thing T would like to point cut. FEven the
uneducated class in Hungary did not believe what the Hungarian

newspapers said,

"Neither myself nor my family ever read any publications coming
from the USSR or any satellite nations., O0f the Western publicae
tions, it was the Reader's Digest that I was able to get hold of
gometimes, bui it was very difficult to get a copy. Of the other
magazines, I sometimes got Vogue from friends. I have not read
any illegsl publications; however, of the go-called proscribed
books I was able to get now and then a copy from °friends. These
were mostly American and British authors which we read in the ori-
ginal, In general the proscribed books that were in private owner=-
ship did not have to be given up %o the suthorities. Only the
public libraries were purged, We only had to submit our political
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books; however our whole private library was taken by the Communist
regime at the time when my husband was taken prisoner. I do not
know what other people did with their books, tut as I said, they
were not compelled to give up fiction in private possession ~ that
was proseribed that is.
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Xvi, EVENTS OUTSIDE HUNGARY

A. "I do not believe that there are sny chances of a change inside
Russia, The Fuesian people are too politically immature, and they
don't have anything good to remember from old times. Only an econo=~
mie collapse could bring about a change inside Russia. The Russian
Commnist regime might see that sooner or later they must do some-
thing in order to appease the people, mostly due to the fact that
many of the Ryssians have been in Burope and seen that life is
different there, For the above reasons, I believe that a change

in Russia can only be brought about graduallye.

"T do not believe that anything good would be the outcome of free
elections in Russia. The people there do not even know for whom
to vote. They have no idea whatscever that anything can exist
other than the previous regime, First of sll I believe that the
Russisn peoplc must be educated politically and only then be al-
lowed to vote,

"As to the sims and motives of the top Russian leaders, I believe
their motives are not only Bolshevik ideology but alse pan-Russian.
Their collective aim, of course, is world Communism, but besides
that, Russian domination of the world snd especially of Asia, I
believe that the Russian leaders are good Russian patriots, con-
trary to our Hungarian and other satellite Communist leaders. The
Russisn Commnists want Russia to become the leader and ruler of
the whole worlde I do not believe that the top Russian Communists
have any individual aims because we have seen how anyone who starts
on his own little road has been purged.

"T believe what I have sald sbove explains also the difference be-
tween the Russian and the Hungarian top leaders. The Russians are
the rulers and the Hungarians are the servile servants of Russia.

B, "Regarding the relative popularity in Hungary of the other
nations in Eastern Burope, Poland is most popular, because they
also have the guts to stand up to the Russian regime. Then fol-
lows Yugoslavia, which is quite popmlar also because they too
dared to break off from the Russians. For Eastern Germany the
people in Hungary are mostly sorry because they have to live
under Russian domination. I cannot define the popularity of the
others, Bulgaria, Romania, and Czechoslovakia, I only know that
the Czechs are heartily disliked in Hungary. The likes and dige
1ikes towaerd these countries are always based on the people be~-
cause, after all, the governments are identical with ours, and
not elected by the people.



F-55
MA 2/xvI

"If free elections were held in these countries, I believe that
all of them would break away from the Soviet Union and they wauld
prefer to have a free democracy.

"Regarding the living standards in the satellite countries; as far |
as I was told, Czechoslovakia has the highest standard of living,

followed by Fastern Germany., I think the living standards are

about the same in the other satellite nations - Hungary, Poland,

and Romania. :

C. On the Polish situation, respondent said:

"I believe that the Gomulka government is a genuine change, but

what he wlll be able to achieve ls agein another question. I

think that his policy was right, and the policy of gradualism has
proved to be workable. We have seen in Hungary that the other method
did not work.imx¥mngzex As to whether or not he will stay depends
entirely upon what he can achieve economically in his country and

so maintain his popularity.

"The events in Poland, of course, did affect events in Hungary,
but not before October.

"We heard about the riots and th@ trials in Poznan from the foreign
radio, Also the Hungarian press commented on it - that is, gave
out the news, but refrained from commenting because they were not
sure what attitude they would be a2llowed to take at that time.

"Gomuika's attitude was justified by events in Hyngary., He achieved
something for his country and we did not. Therefore I wuould have
preferred the Hungarian revolution to have taken place along the
Polish lines.

D, On Tito, respondent said:

"I do not believe that Tite always regarded his country's interests

to be the most important ones., I think that he wasannoyed primarily

that S¢alin was the master, and so he wanted also to be on the top. |
In what Rajk felled, Tito has succeeded because he could free his |
people and break off from the Soviet Union., Nevertheless, national |
Communism %o me is Just as distasteful as international Communism,

"Tito's relations with the other satellite notions, Russia, and

the western hemisphere ars%always geared to the situation. He is |
a very dubious character and a fence sitter. He fully showed his |
character during the Hungarian Revolution when he at first approved
of it, and then in the second half of his speech he condemned it.
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v, THE FORMATION OF PUBLIC OPINION

A. "The Twentieth Party Congress and Kruschev'!s speech at this
Congress was widely discussed by the foreign radio, and it was
from these broadcasts that I took my informetion. The Twentieth
Party Congress was intended to declare the loosening of the grip
of the Soviet Union over the satellite nations in many ways.

"The Hungarian press also discuss the Twentieth Party Congress
and this speeck at length., In fact, every office had to cell a
kind of a meeting on this event, and people were encouraged to
debate on the addenda of this congress. On the whole, evan st
that time, we thought that from the Russian point of view it
would not lead anywhere, because the moment they do lose their
grip the oppressed pecople will always want more and they will not
be able to be stoppeds Of course, we were very pleased at that
time because we were hoping for a little bit more freedom.

"0f Senator McCarthy and his activities and of the Un~American
Activities Committee I have heard, and we were pleased that finally
in America. they have reslized the Communist danger.

"I have heawi of the fall of Peron on the foreign broadcasts. I
know he was the dictator of Argentina, and his fall was due to
an economic collapse in Argentina.

"About Rakosi's private life, on the other hand, nobody knew anye
thing -= at least not until the revolution. This was a topic that
was not discussed. We didn't even know whether he was married to
that woman who always posed as his wife. It was rumored that this
woman was a spy planted on him by Moscow. We only knew after the
revolution that he lived in unbelievable luxury. On the whole T
can say that the private lives of the top Communists was never
discussed publicly, We didn't even know whether they were merried,
were family men, had children or not, stc.

Bo"The source from which I took most of my information regarding what
was happening in the rest of the world was mainly the radio, and
the foreign radio at that. I have always and regularly listened
to the foreign language broadcasts of Western Germany and the BBC
and Vienna, and always in German and English,

C. "0Of wurse I have received news by word of mouth from friends

and relisble people; also I had many friends among the journalists.
Then, one of my song-in-law was friendly with a Communist Party man,
and his wife sometimes inadvertently gave us some news. The news

 eeled S el ol oL R
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"I believe that Tito is very populariin Yugoslavia, ever since he
fought against the Germans, and now that he has rejected Soviet
domination of his country too. As far as I was told, the living
standard in Yugoslavia is much better than in Hungary, and this
refers also to labor conditions, freedom of expression, ete."

E. Respondent's views about the Mjddle East, and specifically
on the Anglo-French invasion of Egypt, boiled down to this:

"In my opinion the Anglo-French invasion in Egypt, despite the

fact that 1t did have a most desastrous effect on events in Hune
gary, was right because we felt that san end must be put at all

costs to the Russian expansion in the Near East.Regarding the |
Israeli invasion of Egypt at that time, we thought that it was |
the British who incited Ierael to do so. Now, since I have been
in the United States, I really camnot form any opinion since I. |
have heard so meny interpretations of the situation. ‘

"Unfortunately, as I said before, the imvasion of Ezypt by the |
French and British did have an effect on events in Hungary. The |
timing was wrong, however, because it diverted attention from our

cause,

"The whole situation in the Mjddle and Near Bast was provoked by

the Russians - of this I am certain., It was beautifully timed by

the Soviet Union. I am perfectly comvinced of this - that the

Russians had their fingers in this pie, and I am confident mmix '
that in the course of history it will be proved. It was a pre- ’:
meditated action and extremely well carried out by the Russians, ™

F. On Western Germany, respondent gaids:

"As far as I was informed, the living standard in Western Germany
is the highest possible one in all Europe,

"I do not believe that the Germans are dangercus because they
might start a new war. The only war the Germans would start is
war ggainst the Russians, but I'm sure that even in this case it
wouldn't be the Germans who would start it. They certainly will
not attack -- at least as long as Adenauer lives surely not.

"German rearmament is extremely necessary, and must go on as rmuch
as possible, because even nowthe only power the Russians respect
and fear is German military might. They are not afraid of America
but they certainly are scared by the Germans. Regarding the length
of service in the West Germen army, I haven't got any idea how long
it is."
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When I asked respondent to compare the occupation of Hungary by
the German army during World War II with the occupaticn of the
Russian army, she said:

"The only difference I can point out is that the German occupa=
tion was short-lived, and the Russisn occupation lasted and is
still lasting. Also, the Cerman troops were after all Buropeans,
the Russians were barbaric Asians. To me personally, the occupa=-
tion armies of both countries were equally distasteful. On the
other hand, the German army was the better disciplined by all
means, officers and enlisted men alike. The most unpopular occu=
pation force in Hungary was, of course, the Russian one."

G, When asked about NATO, respondent said:

"Yes, I know sbout NATO, and I know its purpose. It is a very
important defense alliance against communism. If I were to come
pare it to the Warsaw Pact, I would say that the Warsaw Pact was
not set uwp for any defense purposes., The Russians heve forced
the satellite nations to join the Warsaw agreement because after
the Austrian Peace Treaty they had to withdraw their forces from
Austria, so they wanted to find scme pretext to keep troops in
Fastern Furope. Therefore, they made 211 satellite nations join
the Warsaw agreement,

"To my mind the British Labor Party is not favorable to Communism. 4
Nevertheless, I still prefer the good old Tories.

"Regarding the living standards in the Western Hemisphere, I bee
lieve that Western Germany has the highest 1iving standard at
present, Second is Great Britain, followed by Italy. About the
others, I really do not know.

Ho Respondent gave the following snswer teo the question, what sur-
prised her particularly about America during her first few months
here:

"It was the terrific dimensions of everything here in the United
States which struck me most. 'Then I found this city to be ex-
tremely dirty and terribly noisy."

Regarding what the U,S. should do now for the people and nations
of Eastern BEurope, respondent had the following answer:

"I believe that as many subversive people as possible should be
sent to the satellite nations so as to keep up in the people
there their spirit of resistance. I do not think that the U.S.,
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Gevernment should give any economic assistance to Hungary. The
present policy of the United States is altogether too naive and
too cautious. They still don't realize the denger of Russian
domination and expansion., They always negotiate with the Russians
and deal with them as if they were members of the same club and
gentlemen. However, I would not btreak off diplomatic relations
with the Kadar government; if I were the United States Government
I would procrastinate snd try to keep up the present situation.

I would not bresk off the relationship, but not accept x or ace
knowledge the Hungarian Kadar Government.

"People in Hungary will certainly see Western visitors with
great pleasure « all kinde of them for that metter, but of
course in the present situation over there nobody would dare to
get in touch with them, so I don't know whether they could get
very valuable information, What I would tell those visitors is
that they should try to get in touch with private people because
that's the onlv way to find out the real situation. But, as T
sald before, it is extremely unlikely that they would find anye=
body right now who would be willing to risk his life.

"The situation is the same with regard to literature to be sent
to Hungary - it would be much too dangerous now. Therefore, my
idea 1s to send all sorts of Western publications to large offices,
for instance, beceause after all they cannot lock up the whole of-
fice, It is =x their headache to figure out what to do with those
publication once they are there. It may be that a few will seep
through and get into the hands of the others. Certainly I would
not have anything sent to individuals because it would be too
dangerous, and therefore I think it would greatly matter to people
whether or not emigres here are involved in these activities. It
would certainly not be to their advantage.

On the Marshall Plan and its purposes, respondent saidj

"Yes, I know the Marshall Plan was launched to give economic aid
to the war-damaged Furcpean countries, and it had wonderful, won-
derful results, in fact. Hungary's government was told by the
Soviet Union not to accept this Marshall Plan aid, and

it was quite good, because it would then have delayed the economic
crisls in Hungary which is the only hope for us to get another
chance te become free. The aims of the United States were, of
course, Very far-reaching, It was partly to help those Western
and Eastern BFuropean nations, but of course it was also in the
interest of the American state., They had their own political pur=
poses, of course, but baslically and in the beginning it was real-
ly Rercewzmemiexamd for economic reasons they have o
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But, after all, an econcmically sound country is always the best
bulward sgainst Communism,

"Regarding why America became involved in the Korean War in 1950,
T really cannot say; because at that time we never understood the
reasons, I believe it might have been that the United States
might have wanted to try out war and the new weapons, and also
how World Communism reacts to war. All I can say is that we were
never quite sure in Hungary at that time who was the aggressor
and why, and also why Amerieca, in the end, did not use the H-bomb.

I, On the United Nations, respondent said the following:

"0f course, the United Nations could have affected the situation
in Hungary during the last month of 1956 by having our beloved
friend, Sgcretary Hammerskjold, board a plane and go to Hungary,
He, however, is really a cowardly swine (I must use this strong
word), The United Nations Charter somehow, on the other hand,

is completely outdated, The United Nations was primarily formed
to be a bulwark against the Germans, and the charter therefore is
now completely outdated. The main enemy now is Russia, and under
the presently prevailing charter - due to the veto hwmamxkt right -
the United Nations cannot achieve anything. Therefore, I am dead
certain that this United Nations with the present charter will
and with the use of the velto rights as they are now will never be
able to do anything effective for Hungary,
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A, Vhen asked who, in her opinion, is the greatest living Hune
garian, respondent said:

"Unfortunately, I cannot name snyone who could be called politie
cally the greatest living Hungarian. I do not think you are ine
terested in persons in any other fields.

B, On important personalities, respondent said:

Imre Negy = " I am not prejudiced by the opinion of his followers
who swere by him, but I do believe that at that time
he was the only possible person who could have taken
over,"

Cardinal Mindszenty -« "He is a martyr, and he should remain one.
But he should by no means be mixed up in politics.
As a man and a priest, I think he is wonderful, but
he is absolutely apolitical and not a diplomat; and
I am sure that if he would assume a political role
he would lose his popularity. I am referring to his
speech on Nov. 3 which did him a great deal of harm."

Vaszlo Rajk = "To my mind, he is a Communist, whether a national-
ist or an internstionalist.”

M. Gero - "He is a beast., He is a shrewd Jew and pro-Russian,
Besides, I have heard that he has an incurable illnees,
probably cancer,”

Janos Kadar -~ "This man has been so much tortured by the Communists
and the Russians that he has no willpower at all, and
he has no character either, He is a coward. I do not
think that he is an all-out Commnist. He just is a
puppet in the hands of the Soviets. I would really

- like to know with what they are terrorizing him.

Therefore, I would not pass judgment on him before I
+ We zre not sure what is behind all

this, The other puppets around him, Munich, Marosan,

and Revai, etec, are much than Kadar."

General Bela Kirsly = "I do not know anything. I had only second-
. hand gossip. This man is an enigme to me,"
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Anna Kethaly - "She was a very popular person while in Hungary.
She was a very honest and decent politician - a
8oclal Democrat. Were Charles Peyer alive, these
two would make a wonderful team. Unfortunately, Miss
Kethaly is neither young enough nor intelligent enough
to carry on alone,”

Eisenhower -"I believe that President Fisenhower was absolutely
Jvustified in his budget. This we know much better than
the American people here, and we sincerely hope that
he will be able to stay in office for the whole term.

Hammerskjold - "I can only repeat what I said because I thoroughly
despise him for having been such a coward and not have
ing gone to Hungary during the Hungarian Revoluticn.

I also believe that he is what we call a ‘drawing-room
Comunist.' I only wish he would have to live in a
Communist dominated country - I am sure he would feel
differently then."

Dulles - "I think he is an old fool."
Eden - "T am terribly sorry for him.®
Truman « "I simply have no opinion mfxkisx sbout him."

Mikoyan -~ "I simply hold no opinion &bout him. On the whole,
these Russian statesmen (if you wish to call them
that), or rather politicians, play only epigons and
are small, little cog-wheels in a huge machine,"

Nehru - "He is a very shrewd politician. He would like to be
ruler of the whole of Asia. He likes to use these
slogans sbout all freedoms, but in the question of Kash-
mir, far instance, he still doesn't dare to put his
foot down. He is afraid of the Russians.”

Chiang Kai-Shek - "He 1s only a figure-head who has to be kept,
by all means, for political purposes.”

Ferenc Nagy - "I would rather not talk of him. I despise him,"

Roosevelt - "He sold out the whole of Fastern Furope, together
with Hungary, to the Russians, end therefore we cer-
tainly hate him,"

Adenaver - "He is the greatest living statesman of this century,"
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Syalin - "0f course, we cannot find enough words to des=
cribe his methods amd his vileness. On the other
hand, in all fairmess, from the pecint of view of the
Russian country {not even people) he isthe greatest.
After he died the whole big machinery seems to have
collapsed. It is, of course, quite another thing to |
discuss the means he used to achieve today's Russiaj |
but he certainly made the Soviet Union the greatest
power at present. Everybody here in the United Sgates,
even President IZigenhower, is afraid of Russia."

Malenkov -~ "To me he is just another Russian,"

Franco = "I can only say that I am not interested at all in dicta-
tors, therefore T am not interested in him."

Aneurin Bevan - "He is a big men in the Pritish Labor Party. I i
have heard about him and also I heard his speech over
the radio once.”

Khrughchev « "He is the same sort of epigon as all other |
Russi an gtatesmen, ™ |

Tito and Peron « "I have sald all that I could before."

Molotov - "He is the best qualified diplomat of the Soviet Union.
"He is the most dangerous one because he has brains
and is extremely smart."

Ollenhauer - "The German Socialist bigwig. In my opinion he will
surely back Adenauer in general and big questions.
Ollenhauer is mainly ead first of all a true German,
and enly after that a Social Democrat, which, to my
mind, is a very good combination."

Churchill - "He is one of the greatest living statesmen of this
century. He always thinks in long terms, and ahead
about ten years. I believe he should be consulted
and listened to more often.”
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ZVIII, ATTITUDES TOWARD EXILES AND EXILE ACTIVITIES

A. When asked tc specify people who fled Hungary during the Oc-
tober revolution, respondent said:

"First of all I believe the majority of people who left Hungary
were from the border counties, then the others came mainly from
Budapest. They had different rezsons for leaving. The Jews were
afrald that anti-Semitism would breask out. The Communists were
scared because they thought in the beginning wes lost for them -
that the revolutionaries had won. Then there were a few adven~
turers who thought this was a good occasion to escepe. Then also
there were quite a few who, for some time, weould have liked to
leave Hungary, but were unable toc do so. Oply at the very end
did those go out who fought and who feared for their lives and
feared the reprisals the Communist government would bring sgainst
them. These were mostly young people who took an active part in
the revolution., I think that they belong to all social classes,
but the biggest number smong them was of the intellectual class.
However, I have seen during the lsst 12 years that all social
classes were equally affected and persecuted bty the Communists
the moment the individual was against the regime. I think, there-
fore, that the refugees were of all different social classes -
except maybe the peasentry. Very few peasants came out of Hun-

gary.

"Those who stayed behind did so mainly for family reasons. Also
there were quite a number who were afraid to start a new life
under unknown circumstancess but the majority of those who stayed
behind felt it was their duty to remain at home., This I have seen
In my own family. A cougin of mine who was an engineer chose to
remain with the workers who idolized him, and he said it wes his
duty to remain with them. I can tell you that I do admire and re~
spect these people highly for having remained in Hungary. I am
perfectly sure that people at home who have left Hungary except
those who fled their homeland because they had to in order to save
their lives. Assuming that people had a chance now to come to the
West, I do not know that many more than have already come would
come out,

B. When asked about Hungarian exile groups and individuals who
were active in the Wgst during the last ten years, respondent
saids

"0f course I have heard and know of almost all the leading
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Hungarian politicians who were here in the West. Of organizations
I have heard of the Hungarian National Council. I knew that they
came out for political reasons and they were active here in the
hope of being helpful regarding the Hungarian cause. We have heard
about their activities mainly from the Western radio broadcasts.

I think that all people who came out before the revolution were
acting in absolute good faith herein trying to de whatever was
possgible for Hiingary, but they were, of course, rather ineffective.

"Since I came out of Hungary, here in the U, S. snd also in Austia,
I was in contact with many of those leading Hungarian politicisns.®

When handed the list of arganizations and individuals, respondent
made the following remarks on the different organizations and
politicianss

Hungarian National Council - "It is fullof good will, but not very
effective in its activities,

"I have heard that the American Hungarian Foundation alsc is doing
its best, but they de not have enough people who are skilled encugh
in that kind of work,

"The literary magazine, Latohatar, was well-known to me., My son
especially praised it highly. IEXRAXXXESHXAALLAERFEE From a
literary point of view it had a high standard.

“0f the Hungarian high schools I heard that there were many in
Germeny. However, I heard only the Innsbruck one specifically
praised. "

On the political individuals, respondent said:

"I think Monseignor Bela Varga to be an extremely good-willed man
but of not very great caliber, \

"0f Ferenc Nagy I have expressed my opinion. I do not like him and
I do not trust him,

"Tibor Eckhardt, on the other hand, is a politician of very great
caliber. He tries to do too many things at the same time, how=
ever, and also I think he has lost contact with the Hungarians
because he left Hungary in 1941. Nevertheless, he is the only
Hungarian politician who has zood possibilities in achieving

something for Hungary.
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"Paul Auer, as far as I know and a¥ long as he was at home, was
always a decent man.

"0f Imre Kovacs, I do not know anything special. The sgme is
true of Imre Selig.

"0f Charles Peyer, on the other hand, I can say that it is a pity
that he died., He was an extremely decent, good Hungarian Social

Demoerat,

"Former Prime Minister Miklos Kallay is an extremely good man,
but he is a little bit outdated already.

"Zoltan Pfeiffer is a talented man, but I would not wvouch for his
reliability.

"Tstvan Barankovics I always disliked thoroughly while in Hungary.
I haven't met him yet here and I do not know any of his activities

which wuld change my mind about him.

"on the whole, ail I can say about tiese politicians is, and why I
disliked them at home, they always at home and even here in exile
tried to break up Hungarian unity by forming some new parties.

0f course, these people wanted to be the new le aders.

"Monseignor Josef Kozi~Horvath I knew in Hungery, and at that tims
he was an extremely courageous and decent politician, I do not
know anything about him at present. Also, he was the author of
very good short steries which were written in a kind of popular
Hungarian style.

"Bela Fabian. Shksxkx I must admit I thoroughly admire this little
man, He is extremely active and he does the maximum amount of
work he can on behalf of Hungary. I really do admire him. XEXIE
The only thing sbout him is that Xz it is a pity that he is not
more talented,

0P General Zako I have never heard anything.
"0f General Farkas we expected more than he did.

"0f Otto of Hapsburg I can only say that I heard he m is extremely
well educated, very able, and a talented man.

"0f Admiral Horthy I can only answer with a Latin proverb:
De mortuis nil nisi bene,
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"During the revelution we certainly did think of the exiles here
in the United Sates, and we were hoping that they would try to
influence public opinion in favor of Hungary and present owr cause
to the proper authorities effectively.”™

C. Respondent did not meet any Hungarian who escaped to the West
after 1945 and who returned te Hungary later.

Regarding the redefection campaign, respondent said this was ine
effective before the revolution and she volunteered the information
that she knew personally of several cases where the Communist gov-
ermment used wercion in order to make psople return to Hungary.

The government also tried to bribe them if they couldn't coerce t
them, However, as far as respondent knew this redefection cam-
paign was ineffective. Respondent said that after the revolution,
however, unfortunately a great number of disillusioned escapees
went back from Austria,

. "Both redefection campaigns on the part of the Communist govern-
ment, of course, had only one purpose, and this was propagandacsso
directed against the West and also domestically."

D, Vhen asked what pecple in Hungary would like to know about the
exiles, respondent said:

"I am quite sure that they are most interested in how we are gete
ting on and how our lives have been changed since we left Hungary.
On the other hand, what they should know is that we really do suc-
ceed in our new surrowidings. Also, I think it is very important
to inform them of the purchase value of the wages we receive here,
and how high the living standard is. There is, however, smother
and very important thing of which they ought to be informed ==
that is that people back in Hungary should not hope for any help
from the West,

"T believe that the exiles here should get together and form a
united front, All those petiy quarrels should be set aside, no
geparate parties should be formed, and nobody should try to as-
sume leadership over different groups. I believe that a united
sort of assecciation of the exiles ought to exercise a control
over the refugees se that they should not disgrace the Hungarien
cause. This organization should keep a record of every Hungarian
escapee and refugee and kind of check on them. I think that if
all exile organizations would merge for that purpose it would be
extremely beneficial. This same organization ought to hold lec-
tures and explain to them and try to talk sense to them that
there is only one common cause and they shouldn't have too many
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newspapers, parties, organizations, etc. I myself would really
work in such an association and do anything I could do., Of course
this same organization ghould have as members all Hungarians, old
emigres and new ones as well,

"Regarding my personal opinion about the different Hungarian poli-
tical parties, I belise that the Party was
the best before 1948. I do not have any knowledge smbout parties
in exile. As to political parties revived in Hungary during the
revolution, I must say that we did not have any time - that these
parties did not have time to start or display effective activity.
The trouble was that at thet time they started % form too many
parties, which I always disapproved of.

"I and everybody else in Hungary would have thoroughly disgpproved
people whe left ar groups who went into exile having returned to

Hungary .

E. "Regarding my oun plans for the future, I would like to retum
to Hungary, but only if she is completely free.

"In view of the fact that I have grown-up children, I do not think
I have to answer whether or not I want my children to learn Hun-
garian also. I only hope they will not forget it here. Besides,

I know them, and they are such fierce patriots that I'm sure they
will continue to speak Hungarian among themselves.,
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XIX, AUDIENCE REACTION TO RADIO AND LEAFLETS

A. Radio

"We always listened to foreign radio stations while in Hungary.

I usually and quite regularly listened to the broadcasts of
Vienna, Western Germany, and the London BBC, I very rarely
heard the others - Radio Free Europe and Voice of America before
the revolution. All of the above-mentioned stations were jammed,
the Vienna station, however, the least., Also this station broad-
cast on the length waves and they were the best. I
always listened to the original German or Enzlish broadeasts and
very regularly at that - every day, that is, whenever I had time.

"We always discussed what we had heard on the radion with others =
my family and even in the office with some of my co-workers, We
had our own radic. A4s a rule, when we had guests, for insgtance,
the main item was always listening to the foreign broadasts.

"0f course I always heard about Western broadcasts second~hand,
Just as I also passed them on.

"There was no risk involved in listening to foreign broadeasts,
however, and no official reprisals. Nonetheless, the moment you
passed on the news to someone else and you were overheard or re-
ported, then they could say that you were disgeminating dangerous
propaganda. Also, despite the fact that listening to foreign
broadcasts was not a crime per se, it was usually used against you
ifx and it was an additional charge if they wanted to arrest you
for some reason. WNevertheless, pecple were not deterred by this
fact from listening to foreign broadecasts,

"As T mentioned before, I listened to the Vienna, Western German,
and BBC broadcasts because they were absolutely objective and
they used very little propaganda methods, I preferred the BBC
broadeasts because they were abselutely factual and without come
mentaries,

"Radio Free Burope was not accurate enough for my liking and also,
they used too much propaganda stuff - and bad propagandas for that
matter. However, during the Revolution, I must admit in 211 faiw
ness, that they were extremely valuable and important for us.
They served as a comnecting link between between the different
revolutionary groups. I do not know how they managed it, but
they seemed to know everything that was hsppening in the dif-
ferent parts of the city.
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"The Voice of America was better than Radio Free Furope and, as
I said, BBC was the best.

"Radio Free Eurcpe was always inciting pecple and giving them ene
couragement.,

"I think anybody who says that Radio Free Furcpe helped to incite
the Hungarian people by holding out promises of Western help is
quite right, They did it, Every Western radio station did it,
and even sometimes the BBC. It was not a promise of actual help,
nevertheless, it was always worded in a way that people could
understand it this way. We were told that we had to hold out bew
cause sverything would be 21l right. 'That was the meaning of

everything,

"Nevertheless, I think it very important that Radio Free Europe
should continue to broadcast to Hungary and the Eastern Eur opean
nations - however, they ought to revise their program very care-
fully. T thirkthat straight news, political or mmmm economic,
and technical improvements, for instance, or events should be
stressed more. Then they ought to have, maybe a women's hour.
The only thing I would omit from the broadcasts is the anti-
Communist pmes propaganda. In Hungary people reslly do not need
that. It just amngers people in Hungary (as it did myself) to
hear about Communism and the situation under Communist domination
mentioned and discussed by people who really do not know a thing
about it, We have been living under it, so we know. Why should
we be told about it.

B. When asked about initials NEM and the 12 Demands, respondent
said she had no knowledge of these whatsoever.

C. Regarding the Free Furope Press and the leaflets, respondent
said she had not only heard of them but seen herself several of
those leaflets that were sent into Hungary by balloons. Respondent
was of the opinion that they were ridiculously primitive and that
they were very badly edited. It was extremely dangerous m¥mmys
also to people, because if anybody saw them pick them up they were
immediately arrested by the AVH, It had a very bad psychological
effect too, in respondents opinion, because pecple wers rather
resentful that Radio Free Furope didn't pick people who could do
1t so mich better. It was 2 very primitive and stupid affair.

It only gave rise to bad feeling.

Respondent was of the opinion that Rpdio Free Europe should send
not send any more leaflets because they are too dangerous and also
too much risk is involved regarding people back in Hungary.
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D. When asked sbout the motives and geals of Western groups who
broadcast and send leaflets into Hungary, respondent said:

"I believe they had one common goal. It was to fight Commmism.
However, it was not necessary to disseminate so much anti- Communist
propaganda for the aforeOmentioned reasons". In respondents opinion
the stress should be put rather in giving factual information than
to feed them political comments and anti-Communist propaganda.




XX, CHILD REARING AND DISCIPLINE

Respondent explained her views on how children should be brought
up as follows:

"To my mind a child must be brought up in a way that the moral
principles should become its second ego. I also believe that
the child must first of all be taught to accept the authority of
parents, teachers, and the law. To my mind, what I see here =
how juvenile delinquency is spreading - is the proof of the fact
that children here do not respect their elders, their teachers,
their parents, and the law enough. Too much fuss is being made
about the children here without the necessary discipline. I be-
lieve most sincerely in good discipline, and this discipline can
be enforced by physical punishment when the child is small and
young if it is necessary. Later on, of course, this must or
should be abandoned by the child has reached the age when it
obeys if you reason with it,

"Certainly I wuld not make any differences in bringing up a boy
a girl when the child is small., Later on, however, of course

tite-education of a girl differs greatly from that of a boy. I
think the girl should be taught to be more feminine and the boya
to be more masculine,®

When asked about an incident in her life when ahe wag young, ree
spondent disclosed that she was brought vp extremely strictly by
her parents, and she even recalls that when she was quite grown
up, sometimes her mother gave her a couple of slaps in the face.
However, she said, "We all, the three of us, respected and obeyed
our parents." As an incident she recalled that when she was 18
years old and she took the family car without asking permission,
she was not allowed to drive the car for three weeks. In another
incident she remembers that when she was 16 and had gone to the
opera with her parents and she started to make signs to a friend
of hers in another box, her father sent her home immediately for
undiseiplined behavior.

Rgspondent said also that among families she knew, people usually
always punished children who were six years old or even much older.
Respendent was of fhe view that this did not depend on the social
class, and that on the whole they ways or system of educating
children was about the same in 2ll social classes.

B it
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Respondent also believed that the chﬁnéea brought about within
the last ten years did not refer to her own family.

Usually physical punishment, accor to re‘épmdent, m aban-
doned for boys when they were 15 to 16, and girls when they were
about 1l to 15, : = : 5%

Punishment in general is never abandoned in Hungary as long as
the children remain within the family. There they have to obey
their parents. The only exception respondent mentioned was that
what she has seen liere she could compare to the behavior of the
Jewish families back in Hungary =-- they were always extremely
indulgent toward their kids and idolized them, just as they de
here,

According to respondent, Communism did not bring about any changes
in respect to bringing up children within the families. However,
there were changes at school where physical punishment was aban~
doned,

Regarding the discipline methods within the last ten years for
children in their first eight years in school, respondent said:

"The techniques of discipline before Communism consisted of re-
port cards being sent to the parents, then parents were called in
to conferences with the teacher. Also, among boys, it was gene
wrally accepted that if they were %too nsughty they were slapped
by the teacher, or even caned. The girls got maybe raps on their
knuckles with a ruler. Also the younger children were put into
the corner or tie otlers kept overtime after hours., Sometimes
children had to write down, for instance, a hundred times, fI
should not ve disobedient', ete. Or, if they didn't know the
right answer in a lesson somestimes, they had &k to write it down
also a couple of hundred times.

"Under the Commnist regime, however, physical punishment ~ at
least on paper -~ was completely abandoned, and only the report
cards to parents remained as disciplinary measures.”

Respondent, however, wanted to point out that these programs were
only heard by hearsay since her children were out of school already
at that time.

On the characteristics respondent values most in a friend, she
disclosed that mainly and primarily she values a friend who is
absolutely unselfish and has a very strong character. Respond-
was of the cpinion that it is not necessary that they should
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share the same opinion in everything, However, she wants a
friend to be very reliable,

Fespondent was of the vwiew that changes in friendship under Com=

munism only came about to the benefit of the friendship because
friends became only closer friends in mutual sufiering,

Ena



