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1. IRC=20

2. Mr, Janos Nagy (cover name) - real not given
3, St. George Hotel, Erocklyn

4, 29

9, Married

10, One: 6 months (born in Viemna in January 1967)
11, electronics research engineer

12, laboratory technician, night school student
13, Wife also had well paying job (civil engineer)
14, Father: retail store keeper

15, unknown

17, No

18, Demonstrator

19, Technological night univ,
20. Pudapest (Aquincuam)

22, Buda.put suburd

240 Doclnbor 16, 195€ or abouts
25. Vienna, U.S,.

26, Eo

27, Ho

28, 1

X, "7, No; coriial and friendly throughout, a bit formal
32, "9-107

83, "9-10"

34, Hardly - not at all
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The West doces not fully appreciate that the Scviet Union is a militery
pover and it will make full use of its fowces wheneyer warranted in their
view. liscumsionn have no place in their policy. They are very systematic
and it was hard to trust Vestern radiom, even the BBC;when they insisted
that the Soviet fuorces are withdrawing after the first revolt.
Noone even thought of a revolt )not even on the 23 of Qotober. The situation
looked so R&8PE hopeless that noone considered a revolt seriously. The Soviet
forces were completely cver'helmix;g and the NMungerians didn't even have a
phatol.,
All thought someihing may hap.en in Russia but nothing did.
The ap)earance of Ilwe liagy promised‘nore normal develooment of Hungery end
peonle were optimistic and had a little more hope. Actunlly the explosive
program of Imre Wags bit the cougtry 1iks « bemb and its varigual aspecte
were unexpected by the average person. A% first it sounded even more than
it actually was. The COLLECTIVES broke up immediately. Rakoei's retort was
quick =nd as a result the Nagy policies did not heve much effect in Budspest.
‘here were alro sone préce reductions but these were not substential. 1In
fact they gpreared irritating because they £BGguAt? frequently referred
to unnecesrary itenes.

at
This had 1) direct result until the Hungarian Yugoslav relations themselves
were rehgiilitated.
Thore wer & lot of talk even offiwially on this and the spBrit of the 20th
songress as this w:-s referred to, was a good excuse %o axpect some fresdoms.
Prirarily nows mas $8EB¥E received from the Westy some were heard from the
Ta8t. And again this had no direct result on the Revolt. However, the
Poleds heroism was received with much enthusiasm.

This hed dire results. It was a battls by itself and the baltle was
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within the Communist Party. It became obvious once again that half of the
Party was not Communist at all. Most were forced into the Party one vay or
another. Many spoke freely in priw te life and some started diverse forces
within the Party. Of course although there was strong pressure ¥2$H$B# against
:ag.hosi_ as they put up with him . or 10 yeare they could have put up with him
longer, but there were some open revolution against Rakosi within the Party
branches. On several occasions his removal v-s demanded by Barty sections and
the convocation of z new Party congress was demanded. This trend was borne
primarily in intellectval Party groups. In these Party orgmizations the real
Comrmniste were not mrre than 104 of the total number of members.

The functioning of the Petofi Club gave it a great impetus.

Noone believed in s real change although all were impressed with the students’
demands and bluntnsss.

One of the main achievements of the Com unists was that during the pgst 10
years they tanght people to think MOP8® politically even the simples workers,
Ppeo le who rever really cared were forced into p'litice and consciofdly debated
the issuer. This did not only cover ecomomic factors but meant political
maturity. ,

The Polith development hed great importance and even the SZASAD Nep s the
officiel Communist daily, hailed in its Tuesdsy issue the Polish development.
This was on Oc. 22nd. This most remarksble article may heve been dmwe to a few
eiitors on the paper but at any rate it is umexplained how this could hapven
on the official Party newspapera The next thing was that demonstrations started
with Polish flags at the statue of General Jem.

I don't know who started it. Perhaps $28*® some old-tims of ficer had some

phstols, but such a REvolt 1s never created without the strongest popular
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pressure. The Rfwolt had no final aim. Ther were no plans for the future.

It was simply anti-Communistic. It is enﬁrely possible that 211 political
views were represented and united through their anti-Communist at.itudes.

The aims were not obvious. First few days had definitély pot drawn up any
plans. One never heard of a political debate. They were only two issues at
hand; get tle Russians cut and fight the AVO,

There was n: time for political views to develop. Fighting was the order of the
day. Perhsps in the countryside there was more chance for politics to take form.
Only againit Commurism.

Freedom r:d econonic improvements. The other factors ware debatable.

It sterfed withut my. It wes definitely silent. O,} the first day as a matter

: AnD
of fart many <ven took the R4 Flag along’ until later in the day there were no

elojans. Oree the grouv was encouraged sokma slogans began to be heard. One

vas ¥Perisa Rtholi and G\Zﬂ.a e We want indebendenco.' These slogans were
gshouted by some at the band stat.ne but they were soon hushed by the oth.d;. On
the wey to Parliament, Rakosl was getting blamed but this was fine and he was
out of power anyway. The anti- slogans were more dangerous. These
frllowed vhen peopie gathered more courage. During the revolt,Emurderous
AVO%and "Go home Ruski® vere the most general slogans.

Freedom fronm Soviet interference and control

Tes. Only that.

This is simple but here we speak of different levels. Ope group supported tho
a':ds from after 945 to about '49, They then withdrew vhen they lost confidence,
and aleo realized the lack of generzl confidence of the nation in the party. They
also got disillusioned. There were also smme who wsre Communists but not Party
members. Others again, and these were many were meibers but they were not
Communists. They had no love at all for the REgime, These were people who were
part of their communities and they formed commumity influences. These had to

b» measured on an individual basis. Many of thess were alitomatically involved
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in the Revolt.

(41) The AVO would have collapsed in the first 48 hours.

(4m) This was impossible. H=d the AVO been abolished the country would ~ave become
anti-Communistic. 7t would mot have stopped half-way. Some personal hatred
would have created antisCommunist terror. The peovle today are either Communist
or anti-Comnunist. There ies nof third alternative.

(4n) Certeinly many 'ad various aims after a victorious revolt and a great variety
of politicel /#?8 directiéns were probably represented, but for the time being
the youth hsd control and no old system could have taken comtrol of the country.

(40) Some old rommunisis. One was met by chance by tgspondent during the Revolt. He
was sca-eds He sav a large propaganda board being destroyed. He first wanted
to go protect it but then he changed his mind and walked away. This man epent

hir wholq life in the cause and he admitted & that if he would

shange his views now his whole life would have been wasted. He was very  ruch
against the 1953 Nagy program. In a bitter mood hs told respondent, "mow you
can say anything you want,~they won't even t: ke you away. This man
+asn't hung by the anti-Communigts. He just 1€ft resmondent with
a reneral threat "you will see me some time." He was very much
agalinst G:-’ZKB‘.S dismissal. He thought ¥ &  ran avay from a good
fight. 85M

(5) 4% the band etatue, r8spondent narticipated.

(6) Raspondengjj wife was a civil engineer. She worked in the largest
Hungarian civil engineer planning office where about 2000 engineers
worked., They planned Hungarian rosd, railroad, and other heavy

¢ constructions., On the 23rd of October in the morning, the party
gecretary of this establishment has called in all employées in

ttheir general meeting room and he read the 13 pointe of the students
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out loud and he asked for discussion aftervards. He then
permitted the abmence of the employees for the afternoon
to participate in the demonstrations. Respondent's wife
then called him at his office aund he left to meet her

in front of the Vlgado, near the Danube, In his own
office there was quiet and his co-workers warned res-
pondent not be absent in the afternoon from his desk,
Yet, he went and they started their march to the statue.
The party secretary permitted the use of the mimeogragh -
ing equipment of their olant to multiply the thniteen

'/‘
points, The name of this organization was Melyep;qbei
T SE

- Fervvallalat § From the bamé status the group went to

53r11amant\BQuare and from there to the €3d1° studio.
&

p»

' Respondent sendf his wife home from the band statue as

she wag quite advanced 1in her pg%hnancy. ig%zpe time they
reach the stvdio a 1ittle truck was turned up ani burned.
There wag a trememdous crowd, Traffic was{itmpletely
stopped and even pedestrians couldn't move one way or
another. The trolleys were lined up all up and down

MusEy) Korur,

maaem~ urnt. Some neople were sitting in the trolleys
patiently walting until the trolleys start going again.- The
firemen camep efo:Lently put out the 1little truck and left
verw%asu. Or. his way to the studio resnondent saw el - ht
truck loads full of people., coming in from the -‘‘estruction
of the Stalin statue. At citg hall the convoys stowped

and within one minute the 'ﬁan ran up and tore down the -iant

red star, Recoondent later went home, 30 kilometres avay
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from Budapest, and he agaln participated in the demonstrations
in December. During the later part of November they led
truckloeds of ammunition to safety which the Hungarian army
deserted as they were shot at by Russians.

There was always a chance to act in some way and one had to
do someching even when all was lost,

The denonstrations were not very danserous for the large

mass »f people guaranteed that no one indivicually will be
held resnonsible.

Notaiing.

Ir the latter part of the revolution resnondent saw an attack
nf youngsters on a tremendous.qulet barracks on Vorosvari Ut,
The local youth attack thiaBM?:?“g%th the help of some soldlers
Hungarian army units were first set up to block the brid-e
traffic on Arpad bridge. However, they were completely in-
actlve ond they did nothing. Later they withdrew. The
officer in chamge was anmparently chot later for not taking
sldes with the revolution. Frequently Russlans were smined
at. Some of them were killed. Some tried to stop brid-e
traffic., Respondent saw the Schmiét castle being fired upon,
Actually nmost of the Hungarian soldiers went home after the

4th of November, As respondent heard only a very few of

~ them fought agalnst the revolt. The large majority were

neesive. A friend of respondent on the 23rd of October wen@
out to DBuda to nersuade a comnany of tanks to Jjoin the

revolution., Four actually did come in to the rad%?studio and
they line” up there in front of the entr nce tut they took no

action in either way., The officerd didN8it dare to firht the
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nass of neople, It would have cost their lives. But they
kept the trcons back from aldin- the revolt. Onece the arny
recelved orders to disarm the AVO ,they did fight the secret
nolice and the resnondent saw them firht them on several
occasions, Of course most AVO units were dlssolved by then,
A tyvlcal case was the dlsmantling of the star on parliament
bullding. When @his went on some AVO or some sidilar snipers
startecd snlping on the neople from the unfinished subway en-
trance along the Danube. On this occasion respondent saw a
syst:matic army force go into action with t ear gas, smoke,
ani everything else, trylng %o wipe out the AVO &n the sub-
ways They threw hand grenades down and fire on them until

it w 8 quiet. A guard was left behind at the subway entrance,
Respondent saw some people hung, He 2lso saw a AVO man cap=
tured, but he w~s not sure of his fate, He also saw the
Fleza Kalman ::REdeveIOpmenta aftervards,

One hears the radio, ets upset and really knows nothing,
There are no conflicting views and no one knows.

After the revolt there were no newepapers and every paper

was sold on the spot. Even SZASQD N’E"P o This too was
Quite free an frank, Of course it was not anti-Communistic,
Honved was strongly anti-Communistie{ This was the official
army paper., It was sold and distriiuted by soldiers. on
street cornere,

Conversation and televhone *ere the best sources.

Everyone. Free Eurone ond AYQ VOA were continually behind

develooments. The most significant difficulty of the revolt
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7a8 that 1t had no radio. There was 2 trememdous need for
one,

The radio and to some extent leaflets. Everything would

have changed 1if the revolt would h:ve h:d a serious radio
station. B Urthe small statlions were not larce
enogh to follow the news everywhere or to cover a beoad
encrhi area.- - with thehlbeam.

Th;‘party or: unlzationswere éomnletely diaaolved unbelieveaij
8o an§Amany instances wne wo ‘ed through oropaganda literature
to the knees,

Police was very decent. Théy gave their arms to the revolu=
tionaries., Respondent does not think they foucht agcinst the
revolt, However, at one -olice station they refused to cive

thelr arms to the revolutionaries. So a hand granade vas tossec

in and they immediately co-conerated.

The AVO neopnle put on police uniforms and !;{U Obuda +here they
had a strong headquarters, a maps of neople watched four of
these young neo-~1ej gangsters, brazen brats, with ewinging hins,
come out armed to the teeth with submachine cune and hand
grenades tulging in their v:ckets. One could see from a 1000
metres what they were. Yet they 1imply marched throuch a throng
of veonle for everyone was unarmed, They first dug themselves
in their headquarters building there but they later on dissavpea
One could o into their bulldin~ but there '7as nome one if 1t,,
Respondent had no information on this,

Mcny did come over and later zll came hesitaﬁg}ngly. It 1is
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apparently true that even Maﬁi;er's group foucht o zinst the
revolutiondsadd during the first two dcyse of the revolt,
Then they turned around,

Nothing.

Many Conmunists were here who wa®®- were kilcked ouﬁ)but the
councils had 1o role only the military forces,

They went home, The government trled to break the revolt

and they ran behind events around 24 to 48 hours. Imre

Nagy himeel? was never trusted holly.

Nothing.

All polit.cal organlzatlons colqugdgu The economic orga-
nizationr were Jjust beglnning to get reorganized.

The Pateii club , for instance at first h&éid no connection with
the revolt,

Parties fere founded. The small landholders, the peasant,

the rocizl democrmts and the communighs. There was strong
pressure for many more parties to form. Many were organized
even without the officlal 'mnroval. Such was the Hungarians
Independenfle Party., and the Hungarian Youth Party. But the
important ones were the four coalitlon narties, Within a day
a full slate of narties were organizing their ¢ mnzigns, ot
out nrograms, had offices, and staff., They all vied ith eacl
othef to gain the acherance of Hungary's youth., Thas, the yout
in turn turned around and formed their own narty endorsing

1limited private ownership. This by the "ray became the declsive
wvord of all molitical activity. _Licited nrivate onershin. .



(11m)

{11n)

a
(12)
(128D
(124)
(12f)

(123)

(12h)

1

9

HA® “RITRST SECTION R NN Do ;f

Elements of this nro.ram of course had zn imnact on a
Cathoklc party.

These vere srontaneous. Largely a result of ~eneral o -"inion
that the plan should remain in p@pular hands, The councils

vere to run them, At first -+hen these councile *rere formed

" Communists elected themselves to them—-esnecially in the first

days when +rorkers didn't show up., But é% these were busted

in a few days afterrards and in the new worker's council éﬂidﬁ;
politically compromised in the wpast had no role. The erclusioc
of all former leaders from the nlans changed@ the entire :t-
mosnhere. They were simnly not let in the gate.

A soclallst type _overnment but definitely democratic . Per-
heps a bit anti=-Communistic with eug;e pressures against the
Reds though not onenly. L

Yes,

They were very very afrald generally.

Reapondent:did not meet any

Most-@f-$he 1lilkely especially since all were token out of Buda
before the return of the troops. “hﬁ was generally considered
very tad sign,

Certalnly under the immediate control of Moscor, On the 24th o
October only mé&litary nower had »ny siznificance., Thus, a
questlion of influence was a moot one., After the fourth, there
was nothing theres to be influenced,

Thie was surprising. This was nerhaps explained by the fact th
the Reds had very few loyal functionaries 4z even in the

AVO, Many of the AVO men stayed home in the revolt, There WER!
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holes andtﬁgcke in the &nmncratus., Also of course they were
incompetent sgainst + a 71llion neonle in the streets,

The two da}rs‘ strike in December made us go.

Didn't accent *7ith wife., Actually respondent dicd not want to
glve un hooe until thay there were etill demonstrations golng.=
on. One felt that all was not yet essed. [oST.

One went step Ty step.

There were no sncclal-sddmsws- alme,

Didn't want to leave at first,

Very much,

It hurt the Hungarlan people, The orld aspects of the revolt
had both nosltive and ne_atlive results, In Europe much of
Communist inference was destroyed but it seems sure no'r that
the Soviet Union now will go Eac%uto Stalinism.

It started honelessly, yet it 2221 and if Soviet pressure could
have been met and balanced from the West durlng the days 6f
victory and if great powers really could have reco;nized
Hungaria neutrality in the given moment,

One should have been still more cruel and finazl +ith the
Communists and the A¥O's, If agaln there is 2 revolﬁﬁ'%fhere
must be much less humanitarianism.

The Communiaqﬁ;narty was neve—~ very strong. They only got 17%
in the firsft election. See the contrast with Italy, The Hun-
garlans were always anti-Communists, Even their sunporting
and standing by Hitler to the iﬁég moment 1s exnlained by their

fear and hate of Communism. Another reason was Ral:bsi g

nersonal policy. He tried to be a better Stalinist than Stalir
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Hee showed too much of the tfue colors of a Communist regime,
in too short a time. He was too radic:l and peonle learned
very fast,

One couldn't fully trust him, Hed too tried to slo'r the re-
volt, and i1ts an absurdity to think of a Communist nremier.,

in an anti-Communist state. MNow Hungary knows that not even
the mildest Communists should be left in rower, As a Communist
Inre Nagy helped the revolutlon a great de-l, but a8 a revoe
lutionary he 4id very little.

One would rather have ’to say how much trust neople had in which
leader, General K;RAL1 was 1little known then. 11215:31' wos a
hero. He was pOpularly demanded to be made war minister. But
respondent is still surpriaéd and amazed to thils d~y how 1t wae
nossible that within four days the army *ras entirely disorganize
Once the Soviet troops struck 'thy was the Hungarian army not mor
effective. , on the £8k 4th of Novermber, why was 1t not orgae
nized hetter, These are weighty questions, and they may be the
clues to %ﬁiﬂg@g& real nerson,

Spontaneously assembled man.

Relative to thelr number the students but the absolutely
lar~est share wasm made of young emnloyees. Worker's youth in
general. Second , the workers. Third, the writers in nrevaring
but not in fighting the revolt, Fourth, the soldiers., Fifth,
women, Sixth, the neasants)l And seventh, the officlals.

There were many great fighters from the lover classes.
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(14)) Yes, the Reds had little influence arong the students,
(14x) Yes, respondent was surprised.
(141) They are dismersed and Just-like Lenin Baid(for his teachings

became good pguide in the rev0119 The workere are the ones -tho
had nothinz to lose, but their ch:ins.
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Res2acher in electronics, an electronic encineer,
Retall store owner unti 1946; now half retired, he works in

h’s own garden and lives on what he raises.
Since

=5388 1950 till now resnondent had ieen working in the electronic

fielgd.
In a factory laboratory. A plant manufacturing electrical
measuring instruments. Respondent stayed here for one year,
One his second jJob resnondent spent three years in a military
plant building rafar installations and on his third job he
vorked two years at the academy of science on applied reseurch.
On Job number one respondent worked in a laboratory develoning
instruments, He was =& research techniclan, Then fe® he (1d nof
have a degree . The plant had about 1500 workers, It was quite
effective and nroductive,

The plant was first located in a converted apartment iullding.
Later after 1t proved its rg'gfalnf?%!uf

Again a laboratory , %&&autéme

t cot a gew plant,

Laboratory in a military olant orocucing radar installations.
Same title. Hesea%%h techniqmgh. About 2000 employeesS—=
entirely unsucessfully managed,s Manufacture of these ine
gtallations 128 at ertreme Ffeficit and inefficiency., Produc- har
wag very 1.w;<%m relatlonp"% the erul-ment an@ the size of
the organization. They did rot use an assembly plant system

at all. They never kept a schedule, Used poor workmanship,
cheap material whilch ruihed the n: rts ~rhich were ori inally

good, Production was always on an ermeriment:l bases, Never
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on a nroduction buses.

This was a brand new nlant but 1t wasn't cle:n at aIll. It s
not impressive from within though 1t was co from the outside.
It +as poorly maintained, ventllated, an:d heattd.‘ 99

Job numberﬁ?;:ae. At Szervig.; Te% now renamed Martinelll
Sauare. -<% wvas one exf of the institutes of the academy &
geience, and respondent worked as a reseach eniineer., His
ticle was that of an associate, He snent there two years

and the institute had only about 70 nenle. This too not very
procuctive in relation to the investment., involved perhans,
But this 18 ¢ifficult to judge, The place of work wae very
pleasant. Although there were many shortages 1n eaulrment,
One could combine the first two Jobs under one head. Resnond-
dent had pleasant relations 1ln a2ll three lcboratorles; ex
cluding oorty members of course, Many of these rere no-ular
educators called Nepnevito t-rh%m as part of thelr task

on the job and also aftervards at the home o~ the employees.;’ A
tuy to start dlscussions on politice to get the attitude s

and revort them and also instill official views on the peonle
they contacted.

Respondent salary was 1200 forints on the first-m—uﬁn-oa_
job; 1450 on the second, and 1850 plus 8% 30% radio active
danger add'tion on the third job, He rezlly enjoyed his rork
in the last laboratory. The first to fobe were alright. But
the third -ras really pgood, One had free hours to come and ;o =

he pleased. DBut also one *rorked late,
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the peace-

Before Imre Nagqﬁ_? s
loan racket, one months contribution a year was the very
minimum. After the Imr» Nagy reforms it became a maximum
ficure. Dut neonle ‘ere nressed 'y sundry meanse to cone
tribute-the naximum, - or more, They also deducted 5% old are
nension . Resnondent does not think there a8 a hosnitalizatior
linsurance, If there was any 1t s very 1ittle. There vas a
23% childless tax and this us decucted both from husband ané
ife, Also there were lateness decuctiors, If one arrived on

te. ?uncHEB IN AT 07007
BaYlE hepec—hours~on-the~tine this was already

Qh&:u'

late and oneﬁdeducted. The deductions amounted to 5 to 10 forie

However. if one wag one or two hou~s late this was much better,

|5

For a story could be 1iven and &@ was nerhaps accepted., With th
third or so lateness the fine cre?ﬁfun to 20 fori!pts.

nlants AN
In respondent's first-a&aasithey nanufactured/‘electronio machine
messuring so called PH concentration. They manufactured these
Py the thousan?s, DBut they ~ere -11 out of order and the in“i-
cators were -—oing +1ld even without a chemie-1 reaction, If the
the instituges or plant who bought these machines sent them
back to the m:nufacturer for revalrs they rould get their
machines back after a month zor so with a 1000 forint bill for
repalr service yet in the very same condition.

“o +h¢5&wneﬂhr§b
Ser%~1t, So resnondent who knew heu-these reralry -iore=towbe

7 fimed arranged with the university that he would be invited as

a specjlal consultant by the universit;, @sr'ﬁ'é university could

MAKE our 4 BiLL

sdddx whlle a nrivate rerson couldn®’t, Thus reanondent went to

the university laboratory .; fixed the metres, charged whatever,
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he thought was o falr price. The university-ha added theilr
overhead, approximately 20 or 30 % an? the metfilg v7as areﬂé%ea
in a week, Respondent charged about 400 forints per muchine
and he cleared 1000 Torints rer month., !ut this 'usiness only
LASTEL PURW BUE.
the last siz months, - og'lgss. Of course to-

cether with his regular Job this nut a trememdouly heavy work
lood on him,

Very well.

It wvas zvera e nlus ex®e extras like dancer ﬂaiz'and the ertr
income, Thus it rras hetter than .verage.

One "rorked an average 19 hours cgainst the offici:l eicht, =¥k
TERI=OR-PHERE

This went on six days a week; end on Sunday respondent worked
on his nart time Job.

There -rzs no nay.for overtime,

Two weeks plus two weeks more foﬂqhazardoua Job.

Same elsewhere without the extra two weeks,

The first two Jobs ere ve y rtrict. See above,

Yes there vas,

There were also ather means than decucti-ns. And it could
come to firing,

Respondent had no norm system iut it +ras known to be crazy .
This could only straln the strained workers some more, and
there serlous nlight arsued for reform. The time checker and
the *rorker freauently arzued hours to decide whether a job
should take i hour or 3/4 . Also the time checkers ot

Instuctione recularly to s~rueere the time linits.
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Yes, See norms.

Conditinns were better 1in the Egggoriea than the reseach offlic
In the later there wus one ¢ “séor ingtance at the service o
forty -eonle. And in this reé}ect the radar nlont rras very

well equiped.

Pirst one was very crowded. The second was okay. The third

wvay fine,

Thls w=s very poor on the third job,

The first nlangg-nroducts were not baq’though they had nany
ahort‘pomings. The second plant produced very woorly. The
third was good,

Resnondent took the bus. An hour each way. With two transfer

which cost him 3 forints per day.

All were educated engineers,

This depended entirely on each individual case. u’enerally not

bad, But at the same time the real power w:s with the party,

fne was almost never friendly with the man who had the actuéi

power, In the second plant the real power ef was in the hande

of a very simple "sob". He was an unskilled and he was the

local party secretary in the section. His influence was so

nowerful that the englneers nreferred not to wear white coats

w&@gg 220

he disliked . tssur, they --ore blue ones, He controﬂbd
the general atmos—~here in the war »nlant and also decided
SUPPRESS KD
technical matters. He subjeebed improvements and proposals

to-study-—cpitieism in his ignorance, And thus conslderably

glowved down production and reae%?h. He was to be an assistant

in the exnerimental 1ahoratqr%) presumabty workin~ there hali

A



(7¢)
(7a)

(7e)
(7¢)
(7g)
(7h)
(71)
(7))

(7x)
(71)

(7n)

129

A% PRITEST SECTION 1 p. 20

time, but one never sov him, His own boss was quite
rrorrj.eﬁ about him, He could interfere Wproduction
anfl:::imy other decision,

Yes,

€

One kent everyoqlelae under close otgervation. Emcept
the clesef~sclossast closeé;i friends, It took months

if a new man joined the -~roup. Especially Aif no one

had information on hiss previous life,

Yes,

Yes with the closes friends.

Of course, stezadlly.

Yes e had membership meetings and they also erganized
quick meetiﬁﬁs for everyone.

Only active members got ahead. Inactive members -rére in
the same pnosition as nonemembers,

The unions were responsible for factory newspapers etc.,
and loudspeakers and newspaners controled whatever nutlic
oninion was made known,
No

All working conditions were determined by the party.

For the worker's *enefit the union had nothin%Acontribute.
The one thing they did do was they organized vacation trip
But here az:in , some neople had to take their vacation in
January or February for they were snread out around the
year,

Doesn't know them. It was come soz}\"of little quirk to
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solve nroblems over work diaclpllne) #iithin the pla%.

(70) Thig solved 211 the nroblems. But it had little self
determination for 1t worked on orders from abtove, It made
no defisions by itself,

(7p) ' This Qas difficult but 1f he was a really good ernert
they rromld let him *rork. Closely supervised he could
even cet into a leading position, Of course this is the
exceptlional man. Respondent:=" boss in his first nlan
was an ex- United States resident., He was a talentad,
dynamic, organized man., Yet he was not trusted because
of his American residen%ﬂg, He was accented 1late . in the
party only after years of aponlication just before the
revolt, Although he turned actively nro-Communistie
for quite some tipjré.h At the university much was ~gatn
tolerated, lost anytgl'gng could be sald »rivatel; and

L agu
some even vAry renou;{ professors could even nermit to
make public comments z:ailnst the government, Thegu
Thogyh v;na%ertain occasions they deemed—suffdedont
Mm renoved from their nosition,

("q) This would not be really toler-te” for one would be
asked for one's opinion continuously,.

(7r) Yes,

(78) Chances of advancement base on politics alone were
lesgen2d lately in constrast with 3835, IQJB..

(7¢t) Respondent knew of one in his plant. But this was only

apparent later 'ren he once sas his face in a critical Sfo

4
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during a nublic speech on farliament Sruare. Then nobody
excent AVO men occunle” the winfows surrounding the
sauare, On@ this occasion respondent was sent out to
insnect the sound equinmment to he installed, He f’"
noticed that the AV¥O peonle lnspected every sau-:re inch
two hours before the sneech. All these AVO people

were in civilian cloths. Them surrounded the speaker
with a thick ring of neople down belo+, However,these
all wore cilvillan cloths and someone from the “istznce

VOM&&S. ENDED

couldn't tell where A and the [‘eneral nuiliec

started,
(7u) This was cenerally fine.
(3) From thﬁ&irst to the second job respondent was transferred

Actually at first he the plant in which resvondent worked
manufactured parts as dild several others for these radar
installations, bu?t later the operations *r°re co-bined in
a single plant ond the people who *rere concerned with
this oroject were all moved to the new nlant. From the
second Jjob respondent was simply fire” for various reasons
but actually 1t came to a head when he criticized the use-
fulnessz of the unions in front of ﬁﬁe groun of-a&:h;;,eifh
He also nut together a short wave ralo 52_3 in the office
listening to AFN musig, This of course “as not officlally
prohiblted an{the erime was only 1f one snread news heard
But the party secretary was most uovset,

(82) One could chan-e jobs,
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The same, e

1S
The greatest nee”,for skilled workers and these ~1so have
the most personal securlty. The various factors are
very conplicated, Famili?s use strong nrenstre-,{ 1%
talk thé&g children to gotgg?fgchnicll fiel, The
peasant was primefily influenced to try his luck in the
factory/ @nce he failed to make 2 1living on the farm,.
tEEolysandod=bo-romnooful .  Agaln for converlence the

teciinical fieldSwere preferred, Responsibility was one
A

of the critical criterias, GLverybody was afraid of 1t.

In fact 1f tvo peonle talked of a job one alweys commente
Were
"This 1s a fine job for is no recsnonsibility tied
A
to 1t, " If that was the case. The final reasonfor
educatlonal limitations 1s that university admlesions
7ere so closely controi@d. They channeled most neople to
) A
techthums instecd of gymnasiums. And ¢ thus few had
chances to et a higher education,
NO,
WERE
Respondent felt he feached the top. There wws not further
chances for, advancement for the nert trenty years., The to
due
as closedj r@mily and other ties and esneclally party
resvonsgli:llity, It seems thadthe five leaders of the inst
WHERE - |
tute zeme. resnondent ess wog&iwere all related :né they
were all Jewish., They collaborated *rith the :overnment
and kept the management of cuch soft Jobs as = fa ily

domain,

Jhmuad;dwmheaaee@ueeamahea/% large vercentage of leadershi
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nositions both 1n absolute und relative num"ers were in
Jewlsh hands. Hovever, also a large number of them came
out and a largest number of them got United States

visae, Respondent was very diégusted znd @iscoura-ed
that all the leading positions were & closed to him.
Above the famlly needs his hobbles were rhysics, and
electronics, He ould try to write,

No.

Yes.

Relatively pnoorly.

Both of us., Also both parents,

The parents nosittbon was much worse now,

Respondent couldn't atford a TV set or a motorcycle.

Of course not a car, and certainly not a refri:srater.
But ex~ecting o baby he was thinking of buyling a chean
washing machine. HNot automatic and not at all elaborate,
but at least it rrould hove helped,

See resnondent's income above., For wife incone note

1500 a month. Together rita all the extras they made
3300 to 3900,

Rething. Resrondent had no home. Although both narente
ovned houses and also other n»ronerty there was no arartmer
avai:i%.ble. Resrondent an” hle wife lived usually with his
h&afin—lawa or +7ith his parents, DBoth narents had a one=
room and a one-kitchen amartment. The room was sharec by
all four of them: Resnondent » however, -lready investec 1

new furniture. Only they couldii't use it anywhere for
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N 9 C%T_H_E_Y HAD 0 PLACE TO GO. They could have moved awa;ﬁ:y sharing
an apartment with some slf:nsers vho where willing 'to sub
let part of thelr agpartment and build another kitchen. This
would have meant an expense of 35000forints, cash vayment
aslde from the monthly rent. Thus respondent tried to '
build a room ajacent to his mother-in-law's house.
It is fantastically difficult to get any bullding materials,
howevr:r’so the officlals in charge of bullding materials in
hie small community had to be bribed, The building was

would
indsed started and masons ware<ds work on it on weeksendsg

and :pnajggenings after their own jolijj but the place was not
vet ready when the Respondent and his wife departed, There
Was no water no sewerage, no gas, no phone; M raw
brick walls and electicity, FRespondent spent 25000forints
on his furnlture and agbout 30000for the house including
the bribe. _

(og) Respondent spent about 1200 forints & month on food,
There was no walting in lines since 1563 except for pork and
lard,

(oh) Respondent bought three sults since 1950 and he thought he
spent about 1000forints on clothing g month., A good pair
of shoes woulé..;ae 400 forints and you could buy g ready-

00
made sult for 380 to 1000 forints, Respondent hgd his
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tallored for a slightly higper price,

Everything was purchased in state stores,

None, In-laws pald for it,

It was very difficult to get coke. Wood was also hard o
get. Coal was easiest, Electricity was satisfactory,
except in 1952, Then they over-exploited the electric
production, running all their generators at full capacity,
so their stock deferiorated very quickly, They have since
starte&};trong building program,

Respoa&&nt, whe has very poor teeth, spent gbout 2000
forints a year on his dentist., He had gold €888 which he
secreily took to the dentist, who filled hls tooth with it,
This vas strictly 1llggal, and one would have to give ,'
1 == 2 hundred forg#nts to the dentist , .
Medicszl eervices were provided for the whole family,
Somatimeq to the opera, perhaps every other month, Seats
were about 60 forints for both, Resepondent bought g 1500
forint radio for his mother-in-law, <‘hey never went to

the m>#ies; had no time. ’*heir transportation cost 12
foriits a day, and they spent about 120 forints on cigarettes
a month,

Yes. Respondent's sltuation was very difficult in spite of
“1s high pay. He lived under poor conditions,

Yes, definitely.

SoWlet economic relations, and also the great mistakes

made with their own economy by poor leadership,
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There were improvements until 1949, but no improvements

in 1953,

Respondent did not think much of them,

This was a never-ending drain, No-one knew the facts, and
they kept changing the rates,

Some were compulsory, Respondent got excused sa. ing that he
got his indoctrination at the unlversity, but there he said
he would be trained in his job, They were not absolutely
compilsory: there/:re alvays exceptions possible,
Industrializatlon was good, altho some of it was crazy. Dunae
pentele was a mad industrigllization plan., It was generaglly
dlsliked, whille the people were gensrally for g free, mamkk
enall and medium industries, As a result of government
policies, there were no plumbers le@ft, There was no in-
itiative for change and there were no consumer,lndustrles.
Ginerglly it is understood that all lived better then, tho
now everyone sces differently and everyone very much insists
that a new page has been turned,

There were no improvements after '44; in fact, 1t was worse
than during the war.

This did not appear to be a Communist program, It meant re-
building bridges and people did not see the political aims,
It was a good program, and it made a good impression.

Thle was not the same; 1t apveared to work as political pres-.
sure,  forcing the country's economic clime in a mold. One
could aeé the trend in which the ecomony was forced, but
thers was little interes®, and only few really knew what

the plan was all about;in spite of the extenaive/§33%§E§ﬁ&§
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on the five year plan,

One expected more than one had received,

Even tho it was for greater productivity of consumer goods,
and 1nfact, some plarts started manufacturing these in the
Communist pattern by which to a large extent consumergoods
were manufactured out of leftovers from the regular pro-
ductlon,- :hey would make spoons out of waste, Thoy could
have improved their political position, had they relaxed the
eccnom!c picture jJjust a little,

The ecomonic cllime was the same as betoré, and the ecomomic
regsols were decigcive,

About half and half,

Politlcal matters were very consciously felt,

With the exception of represenstives of Hungarian culturgl and
spcrts 1life, everybedy was supressed., To these people,
mu:h was forgiven, even politically.

Raspondent doesn't know of any plans or organizations, In fact,
on the very day preceding the Revolt, the Institutes' lathe
cpergtor accicentally mentioned that he would go to fight in

2 war againgt the Communists. Actually,/ig:§vg§_never did,
Others, who d.dn’t say anything, ceme and fourht,

Only very few broke out openly, but 1t did happen at the
military racar plant that a party member, a lathe operator,
took hls psrty card, went up to the party secretary in

public and gave it back to him, with geveral assorted curses,
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They didn't dare touch him at first: his case generated
too much interest, and it certalnly was unique,

They were very active,
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Regpondent finlshed 8 years of secondary education in 1947,
By then he had finished 4 years grade school, 4 years
Pclgari and 4 yeers of commercial high school, He attended
night wnlversity from 1951 to 1955, Ee attended a course
in Ccamunicatione Electroniecs,
Uni‘ersity degree.
Briapest Technical University.
H.dio Isotopes course in thy university,
les, four years of university,
No
fo
o

Iig main intereste,

(loes not apply),
(oes not apply).

3ame things but sooner.

Good,

No, he couldn't enter the Unlversity, only until later from
the factory as a working man,

Yes, people with personal dr party connsctions,

All courses were comoulsory.

Yes,

This was not compulsory in aight school,

No one would have taken it volentarily: it was desplsed,
Didn't have 1it,

Respondent didn't have it,

On ahiczher level of educatlon, we coulda't verymuch influence

people anymore, buf those starting gmade school after 1950



129 WA¥ PRETEST SECTION S NN P, 5[

ARE PRobgbly influenced., There is strong Soviet influence

in the text, as half of the text books are made up of proe
poganda material, Much of this 18 accepted unconciously by
the youngsters. FHow much 1s declded usually by the efficiency
and effectiveness of the parents, They must keep the reins

on the child'e educat®ion,

the Revolt
(9b) There may have been some result perhaps, but/pmmp¥m changed
edl this. All kids wanted to fight,
(9¢) Soclalist 1deas 424 take root. Real struggle there was be-
;g:en the pa ren%s and the school, ,
(94d) /Uttoro movement was frequently dangerougi The children got

a good deal of things freem there, and/38 out of 40 were
ploneers in a chass, the kids often pestered their parents to
let them gr, They went to meetings and functions, They soon
got ngnﬁgpyatching thelr tongues, and they got educated to
the Cemier shests, They unconsclously started to watch

thelir steps at a tender age. Respondent had much influence
in the educatlon of his nephew who was a boy of 13, He was
politically well versed, yet he acceptgd the benefits of the

gsstem, but otherwise he was sceptical,

(9e) Most rq@peptive are the children between 6 and 12,

(10) Middle-class, in the retail trade,

{10p) Middle-class; her father operated a small shop with several
workers,

(30e) Father of wife came from the country and he was a foreman
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IN a factory. Mother was an aristocrget; and in its day
this would give gause to a big stink,

(11) Father became a gardener on his own plot,

(120 Retall tradesman. _

(12 a) They took awey the store,

(12¢) The store owner lived modestly but normally; now he haf 1o
work very hard outdoors,

(124) /Pg{éari

(12e) He very much approved,

(12) Average,

(13a) Wosse than average, .

(14) Father 1ived; mother dled in early 50s.

(14b) Yes,

(14c) No home,

(15) Only father,

(160 It handicapped in part; it delayed his university education

to a later dste, but later this proved no problem once hig
talents were recognized,

(17) ¥es, _

(17a) Civil engineer,

(17b)  Sinece 1955,

(17¢) One boy. .

(174) No%t born yet, .

(22)  Good relations,

(23) Yes, openly,

(24) Noi
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nNo reply,

Yes, clothes, ,
Qu‘gg'a few famllies were this way,
Job orme music,

Music and outings, ,
Every other Sundsy, approximately.
St111 more music and electronics.
RESPONDENT NO LONGER AVAILABLE

Ps 33



