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VIFLAIMUL iN MARAMURES

Cele mai raspandite si mai cunoscute obiceiuri s-au
dovedit a fi cele legate de Craciun si de Anul Nou.

Maramuregul mai pastreaza inca vii multe dintre traditiile
si obiceiurile care se practicd de sdrbatorile de iarnd. Pe langa
celebrul obicei al colindatului, umblatul cu Viflaimul rimane inci
traditie nealterata.

Viflaimul este o piesa de teatru popular cu o tema sacr3,
care abordeazd mitul nasterii Mantuitorului. Sunt putine
localitatile Maramuregului in care mai este prezentat spectacolul,
si datoritd numirului mare de personaje, dar si a pregatirilor
minutioase care trebuie facute cu mult timp inainte,

Acest teatru popular spectaculos, care imbina perceptiile
ancestrale despre bine si rau cu legendele crestine, este pastrat viu
in mai multe sate de pe Valea lzei (Oncesti, Ndnegti, Rozavlea,
leud, Poienile lzei etc.), pe Valea Tisei la Sarasdu, pe Valea
Vigeului la Rona de Jos gi nu in ultimul rand in cadrul minoritatilor
de ucrainieni, tipteri si maghiari din zona Maramuregului istoric.

in cadrul sarbétorilor de iarnd, un rol important |-a jucat gi
il mai joaca inca deghizarea practicatd in jocul cu magti. Cei care se
mascau urmareau ca, pe langd protectia reala sau magic3, s3 obtina
cu ajutorul migtilor si legatura spirituald cu presupusele forte
supraomenesti.



Viflaimul redd scena nagterii lui lsus, imbindnd dogma
cregtind cu ritualuri magice. Interpretats, incepand cu ziua de
Criciun gi pand la Boboteazd, aceastd manifestare dramatica
insumeaz3 circa 24 de personaje, toate mascate sugestiv: Maica
Domnului, ingerii, Pruncul lisus, losif, Pacurarul, Ciobanul si cei
Trei Crai de la Rasarit. Vor fi grupate si personajele negative: Irod
pe tron, dracii in ierarhia lor cunoscutd in zona Maramuregului
(Lucifer, Ispravaicul, lnspectorul, Ingelatorul, Sarsild), Moartea
i Inteleptul de la curtea lui Irod. Toti actantii sunt tarani simpli,
fard studii de actorie. Acegtia incep pregatirile pentru Viflaim inca
din postul Craciunului. Rolurile le Tnvata singuri, iar repetitiile le
fac seara, fie la casa unuia dintre actanti, fie la scoald sau caminul
cultural.

Proiectul Viflaimul in Maramures igi propune prezentarea
si promovarea acestui vechi spectacol de teatru popular. Dorim s3
includem in circuitul muzeal o prezentare a obiceiurilor de iarnd,
prin intermediul unei foarte diversificate colectii de masti populare.
Figurarea piesei de teatru ,Viflaimul” in cadrul expozitiei de
etnografie, va pune in valoare o parte a patrimoniului cultural

imaterial din zona Maramuregului istoric.

Cand ma gandesc la Maramures, la folclorul nostru
si la felul intamplator si prea adesea partial in care am
pastrat ceva din ce a fost, imi spun ca ceea ce stim §i
admiram noi, laolalta cu atatia straini, reprezinta poate
numai resturile si firimiturile unui banchet al zeilor.

(Constantin Noica in Calendarul Maramuresului, 1980)



The Viflaim - The Nativity Popular Play in
Maramures County

The best known and widely spread winter customs in
Maramures county are the ones connected to the Christmas and
New Year celebrations.

Maramures county is still preserving alive many of the
customs and traditions practiced for the winter celebrations. Along
the famous customs of caroling, the “Viflaim” remains an
unaltered tradition.

The “Viflaim” is a popular play with a sacre theme which
addresses the myth of Jesus's birth. The are very few villages
where the scene is still played and this is due to the high numbers
of characters needed and the careful preparations required to be
done well in advance.

This spectacular popular play that combines ancient
perceptions about good and bad with christian legends, is kept
alive in many villages from l2a Valley (Oncesti, Nanesti, Rozavlea,
leud, Poienile lzei ete), from Tisa Valley in Sarasau, from Viseu
Valley in Rona de Jos and not the last in minority of Ruthenians,
Germans and Hungarians from the historical region of Maramures.

During the winter celebrations, an important role was and
still is played by the practice of mask disquising. Those wearing
the masks were seeking to obtain, along with the real or magic
protection, the spiritual connection with the alleged superhuman
powers.




The Viflaim describes the scene of the birth of Jesus,
combining the christian dogma with the magic rituals, Played,
starting with the Christmas Day till the Epiphany, this dramatic
popular play, is gathering around 24 characters, all suggestively
masked: Mother Mary, the Angels, Joseph, the Shepherd and the
Three Wise Men. The negative characters will be grouped together
as well: Herod on this tron, the devils in their specific hierarchy
known the region of Maramures (Lucifer, “lspravnicul’, the
Inspector, the Cheater, “Sarsaila”), the Death and the Wise from
Herod's kingdom. All the actants are simple villagers, with no
specific acting studies. They start preparations for the Viflaim in
the Christmas fasting period. They self teach the roles themselves
and the rehearsals are done in the evenings, either at one of the
actants house, in the school or in the local cultural centre.

The project “Viflaim in Maramures” aims to present and
promote this ancient popular play. We wish to include in the
museums circuit  presentation of the winter customs, through a
variety of collections of popular masks. The figuration of the play
“The Viflaim” in the museum's Ethnographic exhibition, which will
enhance a part of the immaterial cultural heritage from the
historical Maramures.

When I think about Maramures, our folklore and the
accidental and too often incomplete way in which we safe
kept things of the past, I tell myself that what we know and
admire along with our many foreign visitors, represent

maybe only a few of remainings and crumbs of the gods’
banquet.

(Constantin Noica in Maramures's Calendar, 1980)
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Festivalul de datini si obiceiuri de iarnd
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Imagini din Muzeul etnografic al Maramuregului
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