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INTRODUCERE 

Organizarea unui colocviu cu terna „Sanctuare şi locmi de cult din epoca fierului în 
lumea tracică" a fost o întreprindere di ficilă. 

În primul rând, a fost di ficultatea ternei, general recunoscută, întrucât deseori rămân 
extrem de puţine vestigii care să poată reflecta dialogul dintre oameni şi zei, aceşti „parteneri" 
invizibili  şi atotputernici . 

În al doi lea rând, sărăcia in fomiaţiilor scrise păstrate despre viaţa spirituală a traci lor ne 
p1ivcază de infonnaţii esenţiale privitoare atât la conţinutul ca atare al credinţelor şi mitologici 
acestora, cât şi despre gesturile ori incantaţii le care însoţeau ritualu1i lc. 

În al  treilea rând, regimuri le comuniste, care au dominat circa jumătate de secol aproape 
toate teritoriile locuite odinioară de traci, au împiedicat serios progresul nonnal al cercetări lor în 
domeniul sacrului întrucât evoluţia umană trebuia privită doar prin prisma tconc1 marxist­
leniniste şi a materialismului istmic. La acestea s-au adăugat di ficultăţi le in fonnării şi a 
dialogului cu cercetătorii de dincolo de „cortina de fier". 

Totuşi , descoperirea a numeroase vestigii de cult pc pământurile tracilor, între care se 
remarcă templele şi reprezentări le figurative de pc piesele din metale preţioase - au pcm1is o 
seric de observaţii şi concluzii imp011antc p1ivitoarc la viaţa spirituală a acestora. 

Am apreciat, de aceea, că organizarea acestui colocviu este deosebit de importantă, cel 
puţin din două motive: pc de o pm1c, pentru a vedea stadiul de cunoaştere a fenomenului şi, pc 
de altă a11c, pentru a ne propune o strategic comună de cercetare, un schimb mai rapid de idei şi 
publicaţii .  

Participarea a peste 20  de  cercetători valoroşi din România, Rcp. Moldova, Bulgaria, 
Grecia şi Polonia a reprezentat, prin valoarea comunicări lor şi discuţii le care au avut loc, un pas 
important în cercetarea vieţii spiritua le a tracilor. S-au prezentat şi aspecte importante ale vieţii 
spirituale din lumea grecilor, a celţilor, ca şi a altor popoare, cu care tracii au intrat în contact şi 
s-au influenţat reciproc. 

De asemenea, acest volum reprezintă un succes deosebit, din mai multe puncte de 
vedere: include 15 studii valoroase, în limbile engleză şi franceză, este editat în anul imediat 
unnător colocviului , în condi ţii grafice deosebite, ceea ce-i va asigura o largă circulaţie 
internaţională. 

Faptul că acest colocviu se desfăşoară sub egida Comisiei XXX a Uniunii Internaţionale 
de Studii Pre- şi Protoi storice - „Practici m011uarc în Pre- şi Protoistoric" - poate să surprindă 
doar la prima vedere ; dacă, însă, avem în vedere că aceste credinţe privitoare la „viaţa de 
dincolo" reprezintă o parte imp011antă din viaţa spirituală a oamenilor şi că o seric din 
ritualuri le  dedicate zeilor s-au desfăşurat în necropole, faptul devine explicabi l .  

Volumul a fost  pregătit pentru tipar la Muzeul Brăi lei; mulţumim colegilor Dana 
Smasnov şi Roberto Tănăsachc pentru ajutorul acordat la aranjarea în pagină a studiilor şi, 
respectiv, realizarea grafică a coperţi lor. 

Ne facem o datorie de onoare din a mulţumi Muzeului Judeţean de I storic din Braşov, în 
special d-lui director Radu Ştefănescu, pentru triplul c fo11, în special de natură financiară, pe 
care l-a focul: de organizare a colocviului, de publicare a comunicări lor şi de editare a două 
volume dedicate vieţii spi1i tualc a geto-dacilor. 

Dr. Valeriu Sîrbu 
Preşedintele Comisiei XXX a U . I .S .P .P .  
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INTRODUCTION 

Organiscr un colloquc portant sur « Les sanctuaires de I '  âgc du F cr ct Ies lieux de culte 
dans le mondc thracc » s ' avcre ctre, de plusicurs points de vue, une cntreprise ardue. 

Tout d 'abord, ii s ' agit d 'un thcme gcncralcment reconnu comme dinicile, puisque le plus 
souvent tres pcu de vestiges nous rcstent pour rcllctcr le dialogue cntre Ies hommes et Ies dieux, 
ces « partcnaires » invisiblcs et tout-puissants. 

Deuxiemement, la raretc extreme des ecrits conservcs portant sur la vie spirituelle des 
Thraces nous privent des infonnations essentielles concemant autant le contenu tel quel de leurs 
croyanccs ct mythologic, que Ies gcstcs ou Ies incantations qui accompagnaient Ies rituels. 

Troisiemcment, c' est la faute aux rcgirncs cornmunistes qui avaient domine pour la 
moitic d 'un siecle presque tous Ies teITitoires habitcs jadis par Ies Thraccs ct qui avaicnt 
bcaucoup cmpcche Ic progres nonnal des rccherches dans Ic domainc du sacre, puisqu'i ls  ne 
voyaient l ' cvolution humaine qu 'a  travcrs la thcmic marxiste-leniniste ct Ic materialismc 
historiquc. A tout cela s ' ajoutc la diffi.cultc de l ' infonnation ct du dialogue entre Ies chercheurs 
au-dela du « ridcau de fer ». 

Neamnoins, toute unc scrie de vcstigcs dccouvcrts dans Ies teITitoircs des Thraccs, dont 
on remarquc Ies templcs ct Ies representations figurativcs sur Ies pieccs en rnctaux prccieux, 
nous pcnncttcnt de faire des observations importantcs sur la vie spirituclle de ceux-ci. 

Aussi avons-nous considere que l 'organisation de ce colloquc est importante, au moins, 
pour trois raisons : pour voir Ic stadc de connaissance du phcnomene, pour proposer une 
strategic communc de rechcrchc ct pour un cchangc plus rapide d ' idces et de publications. 

La pmticipation des 20 chcrchcurs importants de Roumanic, Rcpubliquc de Moldavie, 
Bulgaric, Grece ct Polognc a rcprcscntc, par la valcur des communications ct Ies discussions qui 
ont suivi , un pas important dans la rcchcrchc de la vie spiritucl lc des Thraccs. On y a prcscntc 
cgalcmcnt des aspects majeurs de la vie spi1ituel le des Grecs ct Ccltes, pcuplcs qui sont cntrcs 
cn contact avec Ies Thraccs et se sont mutucllcment inllucnccs. 

Le volume rcprcscntc un succes tout pa1ticulier pour plusicurs raisons : ii comprcnd unc 
quinza inc d 'ctudcs de valcur, cn anglais et cn frarn;:ais, ii a etc public dans l 'anncc suivantc au 
col loque, dans des conditions graphiques cxccptionncllcs, cc qui lui assurcra unc large di ffusion 
intcmationalc. 

Cc colloquc ticnt scs travaux sous I' egide de la XXXc Commission de I 'Un ion 
lntemationalc d 'Etudcs Pre- ct Protohistoriqucs « Pratiques luncraircs pre- et 
protohistmiqucs », cc qui pcut surprcndre a premiere vue; si I '  on ticnt compte quc ccs 
croyanccs sur Ic « mondc de I' au-dela » reprcsentcnt unc pmtic impmtante de la vie spirituel lc 
des gcns ct qu 'unc seric des ritucls consacrcs aux dieux se tenaient dans Ies nccropolcs, alors 
tout s ' cxpliquc ct se justific. 

La prcparation du volume pour la publication a etc rcalisce au Musce de Brai la; nous 
rcmcrcions dans ce sens nos colegucs Dana Smasnov ct Roberto Tănăsachc pour J ' aide accordce 
a la mise cn pagc des ctudcs ct, rcspcctivement, la rcalisation graphique des couvertures. 

Cc sera notre dcvoir d 'honneur de remcrcicr le Muscc d 'Histoirc de Braşov, en 
particulicr, au dircctcur, Monsicur Radu Ştefănescu, pour son triple effort, surtout financicr : 
organiscr Ic col loque, publier Ies travaux ct editcr dcux volumcs pmtant sur la vie spiritucllc des 
Geto-Daccs. 

Dr. Valeriu Sîrbu 
Prcsidcnt de la XXXc Commission de U . l . S .P .P. 
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QUELQUES CONSIDERATIONS SUR LES TEMPLES DATANT DE 

L'EPOQUE DU ROYAUME DACE 

Cristina Bod6 (Deva - Roumanie) 

Mots-cles: espacc sacre, Royaumc dace, temple, aulei, o ffrandc . 
Resume. La matCiialisation du sacre chcz Ies Daccs s ' avcrc ctrc d 'unc grande variete, tout 
comrnc chcz Ies autrcs pcuplcs antiqucs. La plus imprcssionnantc consiste cn Ies tcmplcs 
quadrilatcrcs el circulaircs elcves cn picITc, la plupart dans la zone capitale du Royaumc dace . 
On Ies a traites dans maints ouvragcs, neanmoins i ls  continucnt a soulcvcr toutc unc seric de 
problcmcs. 

Toutc societe laissc son cmprcintc sur I' cspacc el, cn rcvanchc, I' cspacc apparaît cornmc 
unc modalite d 'cxprcssion de la societe (Cadorct 1 999, p. 635-636) .  Toutcs Ies communautes 
« construiscnt » Ic tcnitoirc qu' cllcs occupcnt, comptc tenu des di ffercntcs detcm1inations, 
dcpuis des critcrcs d'usagc jusqu 'â  lcur proprc systcrnc de rcprescntation du rnondc. C ' cst cn 
fonction de ccs coordonnecs quc Ies comrnunautes cxploitcnt, trans fonncnt, fa<;:onncnt l ' cspacc, 
de sortc quc celui-ci n ' est j amais homo gene: la possibi lite de I 'uti liscr ticnt cornptc de principcs 
precis de di ffercnciation, tandis quc Ies rnodalites d'occupcr l ' cspacc ct d 'cn cxploitcr Ies 
rcssourccs ne sauraicnt Ctrc separecs d'un codagc symboliquc (Cadorct 1 999, p. 635-636). 

Par consequcnt, I '  cspacc n' est pas homo gene pour I ' hornrnc rcligicux (Eli adc 2002, p .  
1 7), J 'hommc prcnd toujours soin de di ffercncicr Ic milieu cnvironnant cn fonction de scs 
bcsoins el cc11ains cndroits pcuvcnt rcccvoir unc Jegitimite surnaturcllc, unc consecration cn 
raison de lcur sacralite (Wuncnburgcr 2000, p .  62). Pour l ' hommc rcligicux, la revelation de 
l ' cspacc sacre acquicrt unc valcur cxistcnticllc; tout cspacc sacre irnpliquc unc epiphanic, unc 
mani fcstation du sacre, gui rncnc a un detachcrncnt du tcnitoirc de son milieu cnvironnant ct sa 
transfonnation qual itativc (Eliadc 2002, p. 20). Les gcns n' ont pas la libcrte de choisir Ic I icu 
sacre, ils ne pcuvcnt quc Ic chcrchcr ct Ic decouvrir a travcrs des signcs rnystericux (Eliadc 
2002, p. 22). 

Cct cspacc a va lcnccs sacrecs pcut rcvctir divcrscs fom1cs (Glinistcr 1 997, p. 6 1 -67), 
plus ou moins spcctaculaircs, soit qu ' i l  s ' agissc d'unc forct, d'unc sourcc, d'unc grottc (dans 
l ' archeologic, cc n'cst quc par Ies o!Trandcs deposecs qu 'on pcut Ies rcconnaîtrc) ou bicn i i  
scrait plus claircmcnt rnarque par l ' intcrvcntion humainc: complcxcs de fosscs, constructions 
sacrecs, autcls, âtrcs de culte. 

li existe, chcz la majorite des pcuplcs antiqucs, unc grande divcrsite de licux a caractere 
sacre el Ic mondc dace n ' cn foit pas cxccption : sanctuaircs, fosscs de culte, puits, licux sacres 
avcc des depâts, cnccintcs sacrecs, âtrcs de culte; nous pounions egalcmcnt supposcr I '  cxistcncc 
des sourccs, grottcs sacrecs, bocagcs. Ccrtcs, tout cela rcllCtc unc variete des mani fcstations de 
culte quc nous aurions de la pcinc a rcconstitucr dans I ' abscncc des sourccs litteraires, mais 
sculcmcn1 d'cn presurncr l'cxistcncc . Nous sommcs d'avis qu'i ls ont unc caractc1istiquc 
comrnunc - I' cspacc sur lcqucl on a foit Ic depât, sur lcqucl on a bâti , est un cspacc consacre, 
sorti de la sphcrc du profane ct investi d 'unc signification toutc particulicrc pour Ies mcmbrcs de 
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la communautc respective. Des licux de culte, on en trouvc dans tout le territoire habite par Ies 
Geto-Daces, rcpandus, a pcu d' cxccptions, d'unc maniere assez homogene. 

On a trouve des licux avcc des depâts a: Băneşti (dep. de Prahova), Brad (dep. de 
Bacău), Bratei (dcp. de Sibiu), Zvoriştea (dep. de Suceava), S iăntu Gheorghe (dep. de Covasna), 
Piscu Coconilor, Pietroasele (dcp. de Buzău), Orlca (dep. d 'Olt), Oradea - Salca (dep. de Bihor), 
Ocniţa (dcp. de Vâlcea), Miercurea Ciuc (dcp. de Harghita), Măgura Moigradului (dep. de Sălaj )  
etc . C 'etaient des endroits ou  des communautes plus grandes ou  plus petites faisaient des depâts 
periodiques, rcprcscntant parfois Ic !icu ou I' on dcposait Ies individus du meme etablissement, 
autrefois, des individus de plusieurs communautcs avoisinees. De tels lieux de culte, uti l ises 
parfois depuis la prchistoirc jusqu 'a  I ' âge du fer, ont ete trouves au sud du Danube, sur le 
teITitoire de la Bulgarie d'aujourd'hui. Les caractcristiqucs de ces monuments sont Ies suivantes 
(Sîrbu 1 992, p.  39-52): la predi lcction de lcur emplaccmcnt sur des forn1cs dominantcs, la forme 
varice, la structure consistant en maintes fosses, foyers, platcs-fonnes avec divcrses offrandes, 
dcpâts de vascs, Ic nombre des fosscs variant depuis quclques dizaines jusqu 'a  quclques 
ccntaincs, mobilier divers, (cc qui y est caractcristiquc, cc sont la terrc ameublie, Ies debris du 
fcu, foycrs ct murs d' edi iiccs, os d 'animaux, fragments ccramiques) . I l s  se datent aux ir siecle 
av. J .-C. - ir sieclc apr. J .-C. 

Dans la mcmc seric des licux a signitication cultuelle, i i  faut enumerer Ies puits, dont le  
p lus  connu est celui de Ciolăncştii din Deal (Petrescu-Dâmboviţa, Sanie 1 972, p. 24 1 -258 ;  
Petrescu-Dâmboviţa 1 974, p. 285-290), cnsuitc ccux de Răcătău, Popeşti, Piscu Crăsani, Brad. I I  
scrait bon de mcntionncr cgalemcnt Ic complexe intercssant de Conţeşti , comm. Davideşti (dep. 
de Argeş) (Vulpe, Popescu 1 976, p. 2 1 7-226, Nicolăescu-Plopşor 1 976, p. 227-230) ou bien la 
decouvertc foite dans la tourbierc de Lozna (dcp. de Botoşani) (Teodor, Şadurschi 1 978,  p. 1 2 1 -
1 40; Teodor 1 989, p. 68-72). 

Un aspect plus particulicr s 'averc Ctrc celui des bâtiments a abside (Bod6 2000, p. 25 1 -
275), dccouvcrts a Cârlomăncşti, Cetăţeni, Feţele Albe, Malaja Kopanja, Mcleia, Pecica, Piatra 
Roşie, Popeşti, Dealul Pustâiosu, Rudele, Solotvino, Şimleu! Si lvaniei, Tei, ou I ' abside 
rcprcscntc, prcsquc surcmcnt, Ic !icu consacre a la divinite, mais tous Ies cas ne signifient pas 
que Ic bâtimcnt cn cnticr a un caractere sacre. 

Si l'on fait des analogics avcc d 'autrcs cspaccs ct avcc cc11ains dcpâts d 'outi ls cn fer ou 
obj cts cn argent, alors on pouITait Ies considercr des dcpâts a caractere rituel .  

Les fosses de culte sont bicn nombrcuscs (Bcldiman, Szăcs 1 992, p. 259-263;  Gheorghiu 
2000 p. 232-238,  Sîrbu 1 993); c 'est Ic mobi lier (et parfois l ' intcntionnalite du depât) qui en 
dctcnninc Ic caractere; compte tenu de cc dcmicr element, i i  cn existe plusieurs types: fosses a 
dcpâts de vascs: Poiana (dcp . de Galaţi), Răcătău (dcp. de Bacău), Tăşad (dcp. de Bihor), 
Cladova (dep. d'Arad), Popeşti (dcp. de Giurgiu), Sprâncenata (dcp. d 'Olt), Radovanu (dcp. de 
Călăraşi), Vlădiccasca, Grădiştea (dcp. de Brăi la), Eliseni (dcp. de Harghita), Mcreşti (dep. de 
Harghita), Sânsimion (dep. de Harghita), Bâzdâna (dcp. de Dolj ), Cârcea (dep. de Dolj); fosses a 
depâts d'animaux : Zimnicea (dcp. de Telconnan), Brad (dcp. de Bacău), Căscioarele - Cătălui 
(dep. de Călăraşi), Şura Mică (dcp. de Sibiu), Someşeni (dcp. de Cluj), Şeuşa (dcp. d'  Alba), 
Poiana (dep. de Galaţi), Cătunu (dcp. de Dâmboviţa), Lupu (dep. d'Alba); d 'une part, ii y a des 
fosscs ou l 'on peut trouvcr le rcsultat des sacriticcs humains ( faits dans diverses occasions) ct de 
l 'autre, des fosscs (la maj01itc) ou Ic mobilier consiste en tout ce qu 'on avait mentionne ci­
dcssus . li existe cncorc des fosscs pres des bâtimcnts sacres (Piatra Crai vii, dep. d'  Alba, Brad, 
dep. de Bacău), ou, probablcmcnt, on avait dcpose Ic rcsultat des rituels accomplis dans ou pres 
du temple. Neamnoins, la diversite des matcricls decouverts dans Ies fosses s 'explique par Ies 
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rituc ls differcnts, a la suite dcsqucls on Ies y avait deposes et que nous ne saurions que, dans le  
mcil lcur cas, supposcr. 

Les âtres orncmcntaux trouves dans maints etablisscments du territoire dace, a 

Cârlomăncşti (dcp. de Buzău), Poiana (dep. de Galaţi), Bucureşti - Mihai Vodă, Popeşti - Nucet 
(dep. de Giurgiu), Popeşti - Leordcni, Vlădiceasca sont consideres conunc des autels, des lieux 
ayant trait au culte, des cspaces ou l ' on accomplissait des ritucls. Nous rctrouvons ce typc de 
monument de culte dans la Plaine Valaque ct au sud de la  Moldavie (a Popeşti) qui se date aux 
I I" siecle av. J.-C. - I "r siecle apr. J . -C. ,  et pourrait constituer une inf1ucnce sud-thrace (Comşa, 
1 997, p. 247-260) . 

Les tcmplcs dresses en picrrc representcnt dans ce territoire la plus impressionnante 
materialisation du sacre . Les premiers templcs decouverts ont ete ceux de la zone des Monts 
Şurcanu, dont Ies caracteristiques ont longtcrnps servi commc c1iterc de detenniner le caractere 
sacre d'un bâtimcnt. 

V crs la fin du XIX" siccle ,  on a signale I '  cxistcncc de la construction qui al lai t  entrer 
dans la litteraturc de specialite sous Ic nom de « grand sanctuaire circulaire » de Dealul Grădiştii 
(Daicoviciu, Fcrcnczi I95I, p. 82-84, avcc la bibliographic); Ies fouilles systematiques n 'y 
comrncnccront quc dans la periodc de l ' cntrc-deux guerrcs, aux tcmpies de Costeşti (Daicoviciu, 
Fcrcnczi I 95 1 ,  p.  I 7). La zone sacrec de Dealul Grădiştii sera mise a jour a partir des annees '50 
et c 'cst de celte periode que date la classi fication des constructions sacrees en deux grandes 
categorics: tcmplcs quadri latcrcs- fonncs d'aligncmcnts de colonncs, et temples circulaires. 

Le nombrc des tcmplcs decouvcrts dans la zone intra- ct extracarpatique augmente suite 
a I' cxtcnsion des foui l lcs archeologiqucs ct Ies nouvcaux vcstiges apporteront des infomiations 
supplemcntaircs sur ccrtains aspccts des bâtimcnts sacres dans Ic monde des Geto-Daces. On y a 
decouvert autant des tcmplcs circulaircs quc quadrilatercs, e lcves cn picrre, bois ct argi le ou 
seulcmcnt cn bois ct argile .  

L 'histmiographic des bâtimcnts sacres abonde en discussions sur la maniere de presenter 
!cur supcrstructurc (s'i ls etaicnt ou non couvc11s) et de nombreuscs propositions de 
rcconstruction. En plus, ccnains chcrchcurs ont tente d ' interpretcr quclques-uns de ces 
monumcnts commc des calcndricrs ( i i  s 'agit, cn premier ! icu, du « grand sanctuaire circulaire » 
de Sannizcgctusa Regia) (Daicoviciu, H. I 960, p. 25 I-254; Daicoviciu, H. I 965, p. 3 83-3 85 ;  
Antonescu 1 98 I ,  p. 209-2 I 2;  Florescu I 990, p. I I-I 9), ct, plus rcccmment, on  a etudie Ies 
possiblcs implications astronomiqucs des monuments de culte (Stănescu I987-I988,  p. l I9-I3 8 ;  
Stănescu I997, p.  807-8I7; Stănescu 200 1 ,  p.  324-333); 

Si dans la premiere etape des rcchcrchcs on croyait que Ies sanctuaircs n '  etaient pas 
couvc11s (Daicoviciu, H. I 972, p. 2 I O), plus lard on a pu demontrer quc ccux-ci auraicnt du etre 
rccouvc11s afin de concspondrc au but initial de leur construction (l ieux de culte de la 
communaute) . Voir Ies argumcnts a cel egard chcz: I.H. Crişan ( 1 993,  tomc II ,  p .  I02-I08), I .  
Glodariu (Strâmbu, Glodariu I 9 8  I ,  p .  382), D .  Antonescu ( 1 980, p .  499-5 I 6). I ls apportent, 
pour soutcnir !cur hypothesc, des argumcnts logiqucs, aussi bien qu'archeologiques. Les 
p1incipaux traits de I '  architccturc geto-dace prend contour (Crişan 1 993, voi .  I I ,  p. 82): Ies 
sanctuaircs sont des edificcs couvcrts ct totalcmcnt ou particllement del imitcs des murs, bâtis en 
picnc, bois ou argi le.  L 'argument de D. Antonescu (Antonescu I 980, p. 72) pour demontrer 
l 'cxi stcncc du toit c 'cst la prescncc des bâtisscurs grccs qui ne pouvaient choisir que cene 
solution, du moment quc la hautcur de I ,20-I ,50 m annulc ct minimalisc Ic volume de la 
construction. N ' oublions pas la decouvcrtc faitc a Augustin (Glodariu, Costea I99I, p. 26),  ou 
on a trouve un fragment de paroi de la chambrc intericurc, ce qui demontre sans conteste la 
prescnce du toit - pas de toit ,  pas de paroi cn bois ct argile. 
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Quant a ! 'origine des tcmplcs, Ies opm1ons prcnncnt dcux dircctions principalcs, 
nuancces, naturcl lcmcnl par cc11ains chcrchcurs: soit ces monuments representaicnt des modelcs 
plus ou rnoins fideles des ternplcs grccs, soit, ils tcmoignaicnt d 'un caractere original, 
autochtone. C. Daicoviciu ( 1 952, p. 294) ne croit pas quc, dans cc mi lieu dace, i i  fai l le 
s 'attendre a des templcs du typc classique grcco-romain ct parlc du «typc des tcmplcs daccs».  D.  
Antonescu ( 1 980, p. 72)  considere qu' i l  faut chcrchcr l ' in ilucnce des artisans grecs sculemcnt 
dans Ies solutions techniqucs, puisquc, dans Ic rcstc, ii existe un plan miginal, spcci fiquemcnt 
dace. D. Antonescu ( 1 980, p. 72) cxpliquc Ies templcs quadrilateres par l ' impm1ancc de la foret 
en tant qu'espace pour Ies Daccs, de sortc quc la colonne est cn fait unc transposition de l ' arbrc, 
et alors le sanctuairc initial quadrilatere, cn bois, rcilctait d 'une cc11aine fa\:on la forct ( Ic 
sanctuairc de Barboşi scmblc Ctrc l ' imagc la plus rapprochcc du prototype ) . 

I .  Glodmiu ( 1 976 p. 249-258) croit quc, parei\ a d'autres populations, chcz Ies Daccs 
aussi a !icu un proccssus, a savoir la transposition de la conccption constructive, de 
l ' architecture profane dans celle rcligicusc, Ies sanctuaircs circulaircs complcxcs di ffercnt des 
constructions laîq_ues par !cur fom1e rcguliere, par le soin accorde aux detai ls,  par Ic mobilier. 

Dans I' opinion de J .H .  Crişan ( 1 993, p. 1 1  O), Ies sanctuaircs ont pour mode Ies Ies 
maisons ordinaircs ou Ies sanctuaircs grecs. Neanmoins i i  scmblc hesitcr a cn etablir I ' origine ; 
i i  a ffinne quc Ies sanctuaircs quad1i latcrcs sernblent avoir ete inspires par ccux grccs a peristyle, 
et Ies circulaires, par Ies bâtimcnts du typc tholos, mais Ic mcme autcur souticnt unc autrc thesc, 
celle que Ies bâtimcnts circulaircs se rctrouvcnt dans plusicurs cspaccs, aussi lui paraît-il evident 
quc Ies habitations daccs rondcs se trouvcnt a la basc des sanctuaircs circulaircs. 

Faisant retcrcncc aux sanctuaircs circulaires, N. Conovici şi G .  Trohani ( 1 988 ,  p.  2 1  O) 
croient, en dcpit d 'unc origine grccquc presurnec de cc gcnrc de bâtimcnt, quc I ' idee se retrouvc 
chcz Ies Geto-Daces autant dans une periodc plus ancicnnc quc dans Ies constructions laîqucs. 

Certcs, l ' inilucnce grccquc, cnsuitc romainc, se voit aussi dans Ies solutions tcchniques 
abordecs au cas des tcmplcs cn picrrc, nonnalcs si l ' on ticnt comptc de la prescncc des 
bâtisseurs grccs el romains atlcstes autanl dans Ies vcstiges archcologiqucs quc dans Ic peu de 
sources cc1itcs. Leur prcsencc ne signi fiait pas l ' importation de lcurs propres modeles, mais 
seulemcnl l ' importation des tcchniqucs de travai l .  

Les propositions de  rcconstitution vmicnt cn fonction du  point de  vue de  l 'autcur sur 
! 'origine des sancluaircs, l ' acccptation ou non de l ' cxistcncc du toit, Ic stade des rcchcrchcs 
archcologiqucs. Les plus imp011antcs cont1ibutions a cet egard apparticnncnt a: H. Daicoviciu 
( 1 965, p.  1 46), l .H .  Crişan şi M. Moldovan ( 1 975, p.  9 1 - 1 06), I. Glodariu şi M. Strîmbu ( 1 98 1 ,  
p. 377-386), I . H .  Crişan şi V .  Saivanu ( 1 992, p. 1 5-32), D. Antonescu ( 1 984; 1 980, p. 69-76), ce 
demier ayant aussi proposc une methodc de travail generale: «II est exclus d'acceptcr des 
solutions di ffercntes la ou i i  existe des programmes et plans identiqucs et la rcconstitution doit 
SC fairc de tellc sorte que Ies e\Cments composants proposes puisscnl ctrc repris sans 
changcments csscnticls dans le cadre d 'un objccti f rcsscmblanl». 

l i  existe dcux types de tcmplcs: rcctangulaircs ct circulaires, qui ont fait I '  objct de mainls 
ouvrages de spccialitc, donl rcccmmcnt Ic volume p011ant exclusivcmcnt sur cc typc de 
bâtimcnl, (Pescaru 2005, avec la bibliographic ) ; cn raison de toul cela, nous n 'al lons pas cn 
fairc une prcscntation detai l lcc. 

Les temples circulaircs sont de dcux types: complcxcs, fonnes de plusicurs chambres 
conccntriques - Ies deux cxtericurcs circulaircs ct la centrale a abside, dccouvc11s a: Dealul 
Grădiştii ( l ' antiquc Sannizcgctusa Regia), vi llagc de Grădiştea de Munte (comm. Orăştioara de 
Sus, dep. de Hunedoara) (Daicoviciu C.  ct collab. 1 95 1 ,  p. 1 1 3- 1 1 7; Daicoviciu C.  ct collab. 
1 952, p. 283-286; Daicoviciu, H . ,  Glodariu 1 976, p. 75; Daicoviciu, H.  et collab. 1 983 ,  p. 233) 
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et Augustin (dcp. de Braşov) (Gloda1iu, Costea 1 99 1 , p. 2 1 -40) ct simplcs, consistant cn unc 
scule chambrc circulaircs, dccouvcrts a Feţele Albe, vil lagc de Grădiştea de Munte (cornrn . 
Orăştioara de Sus, dcp. de Hunedoara) (Daicoviciu H .  1 97 1 ,  p. 257-262), Dealul Grădiştii ,  
vi l lagc de Grădiştea de Munte (cornm. Orăştioara de Sus,  dep. de Hunedoara) (Daicoviciu C.  ct  
collab. 1 953 ,  p. 282),  Pecica (dcp. d 'Arad) (Crişan 1 966, p. 9 1 - 1 00), Brad (dep. de Bacău) 
(Ursachi 1 995 ,  p. 62-69). 

Des tcrnplcs rcctangulaircs, on cn a trouvc a Costeşti - Cetăţuie ( cornm. Orăştioara de 
Sus, dep. de Hunedoara) (Daicoviciu, H. 1 972, p. 205-206), Costeşti - Blidaru - !icu dit 
Pietroasa lui Solomon (comm. Orăştioara de Sus, dcp. de Hunedoara) (Glodariu ct collab. 2003 , 
p. 1 07- 1 08),  Dealul Grădiştii, vil lagc de Grădiştea de Munte (comm. Orăştioara de Sus, dcp. de 
Hunedoara) (Daicoviciu C. ct col lab. 1 95 1 ,  p. 1 08- 1 1 O, 1 1 8 ;  Daicoviciu C .  ct collab. 1 952, p. 
287-288 ,  292-296; Daicoviciu C .  ct  collab. 1 953 ,  p. 1 56- 1 64; Daicoviciu C. ct  collab., 1 96 1 ,  p. 
303-305 ;  Daicoviciu C.  et collab .  1 962, p .  466-467; Daicoviciu C .  ct  col lab . 1 973,  p.  63-65), 
Augustin (dcp. de Braşov) (Costea 2006, p .  1 8 1 - 1 93),  Băniţa (dcp. de Hunedoara) (Macrea ct 
collab.  1 966, p .  27) , Galaţi - Barboşi (dep. de Galaţi) (Gostar, 1 969, p. 33) , Bâtca Doamnei (dep. 
de Neamţ) (Gostar 1 969, p. 1 8- 1 9), Căpâlna (comm. Săsci01i , dcp. d'Alba) (Glodariu, Moga, 
1 989, p. 56-60; Moga, 1 982, p. 275-278) , Craiva - Piatra Craivii (comm. Cricău, dcp. d'Alba) 
(Moga, 1 987,  p. 35; Macrca ct collab. 1 966, p. 50-5 1 ;  Moga ct collab. 2007, p. 1 4 1  ) , Piatra 
Roşie (comm. Boşorod, dcp. de Hunedoara) (Daicoviciu ct col lab . 1 954, p. 55-56) . 

D ' unc maniere generale, on pcut dirc quc, dans Ic mcmc cndroit, un scul typc de temple 
Ctait fonctionncl cn mcmc tcmps, sauf Sannizcgctusa Regia (c 'cst un cas a pa11, avcc un 
complexe qui doit ctrc rcgardc et analyse dans son cnsemblc) ct Augustin, ou i i  existe autant des 
templcs circulaircs quc rcctangulaircs, pcut-ctrc Feţele Albe. 

D 'habitudc, Ies temples sont situes cn dchors de la forti fication, a peu d' cxccptions: a 

Augustin, ii existe un temple quadri laterc dans l 'cnccintc, a Băniţa, il scrnblc quc Ies pl inthcs 
aicnt etc decouvc11cs dans l 'cspacc cnfcnnc par Ic mur ct a Costeşti, ! 'un des tcmplcs est situc 
intravallum. 

Les tcmplcs rcctangulaircs consistent cn des aligncments de colonncs, mais dans Ies 
Monts Orăştici, i ls sont inclus dans unc cnccintc rcctangulairc marqucc par des pilastrcs. On 
clcvait cc typc de temple de la maniere suivantc: on faisait un fondcrncnt pour chaquc colonnc a 

part - on crcusait unc fossc dcmi-circulairc, quc l'on rcmplissait avcc de ! ' argile ct picnc, cn 
dcssus on mcttait unc pl inthc prcsque circulairc cn picnc (calcairc, andcsitc), au-dcssus de 
laqucllc on clcvait la colonnc cn bois ou picrrc . Tous Ies tcmplcs ctaient rccouvcrts de tui le ou 
de bardcau. N 'ayant pas de fondation, Ies pilastrcs ayant servi pour perimetre aux tcmplcs des 
Monts Şurcanu, ne pouvaicnt pas soutcnir, mais sculcmcnt dcmarquer «la zone la plus sacrec», 
l ' cspacc ou Ies initics sculs ctaicnt admis. Les templcs quadri latercs ct ! ' abside au centre de ccux 
circulaircs sont 01icntcs, sauf quclq ucs cxccptions, vers nord-nord-ouest. II n 'y a pas de regie 
quant au nombre total des plinthcs, la distancc cntre Ies rangecs de plinthcs ct Ies dimcnsions de 
ccllcs-ci .  

A Grădiştea de Munte (comrn. Orăştioara de Sus, dep . de Hunedoara) se trouve l ' antiquc 
Sannizcgctusa Regia, la zone sacrcc la plus imprcssionnantc ct la plus complete cn conccption. 
On y trouvc des templcs quadrilatercs ct circulaircs disposcs sur dcux tenasscs (i i i .  1 -4): la X-c 
et la XJ-e, qui , tout commc la plupa11 des terrasscs de la collinc Grădiştci, sont faitcs par 
l 'hommc, mais on y a aussi bâti des murs d' appui pour ces tcnasscs de grandcs dimcnsions. 
Ayant uti lise la tcchniquc murus dacicus, Ies murs s ' clevcnt juste cn face des JX-c, X-e et XJ-c 
tenasses. Les materiaux pour la zone sacrcc (tcmplcs, autcl ,  place) ont etc Ic calcairc, l ' andcsitc 
et Ic bois. 
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A un moment donne, 7 tcmplcs fonctionnaicnt dans la zone :  dcux circulaircs ct cinq 
rcctangulaircs, Ies uns ayant subi Ic long du tcmps, des modi fications ct des rcconstructions. 
L' acccs dans la zone sacrec de l ' antiquc Sarn1izcgctusa Regia se faisait par un chcmin qui vcnait 
de la cite, pave de dallcs de calcaire ct servant aux proccssions 

A l ' cntrec dans l 'aire sacrec, Ic chcrnin se biCurquait cn deux, ! 'un vers Ic temple de la X­
c tcrrassc, ct l 'autre aboutissait dans la place de la XI-c tcrrassc, pavec aussi avec des dalles de 
calcairc . 

Un scul temple quadri latere se trouvait sur la X-e terrassc, bâti initialcmcnt en calcairc et 
bois, cnsuitc cn andesitc, cettc sccondc phase de construction se passant dans l 'epoquc des 
gucrrcs avcc Ies Romains sous la commandc de Trajan (Daicoviciu C. et collab. 1 95 1 ,  p. I 08-
1 1  O; Daicoviciu C.  et collab. 1 952, p. 292-296; Daicoviciu C ct collab. 1 953, p .  1 54- 1 64;  
Daicoviciu H .  ct  collab. 1 986, p. I 05) .  

Commc nous ! ' avans deja preci se, sur cctte tcrrassc avait fonctionne, dans unc periodc 
plus ancicnne, un temple de calcairc, oriente NE-SO, dont i i  rcstc encorc quclques potcaux de 
calcaire qui avaicnt cioture ! ' edifice. On a demoli cettc construction, on a agrandi la  terrassc (en 
elcvant un sccond mur d' appui) ct on a commcnce a drcsscr le temple d'andesitc, forn1e de six 
rangecs avcc unc dizainc de colonncs chacunc. Les dimcnsions cn etaient 37,50 x 3 1 ,50 m et 
I '  oricntation, NE-SO. 

l i  se pcut quc Ies Daces aicnt voulu drcsser un bâtiment impressionnant, du moment quc 
c ' cst Ic scul a avoir Ies colonncs cn picrrc; nous y rcmarquons, cn tant qu'elemcnts de 
construction, trois composantcs (tout cn picnc, scmblc-t-il) :  la plinthc d ' andesitc (plus de deux 
mctrcs de diametre), mise sur unc fondation en pierrc ct argile, au-dcssus de laquclle on montait 
un tarnbour ct Ic colonnc. Vu quc Ies Romains avaicnt reuti lise de nombrcux elements du 
temple, car on Ies a decouvcrts, par exemple, dans la murai lle de la forti iication romainc ou bien 
cnfouis, el que la rcchcrchc archeologique mcnc a la decouvcrtc de ccrtains elerncnts inedits, cn 
proposer des rcconstitutions scrait unc speculation. 

De dimcnsions plus reduitcs, Ies autrcs tcmplcs sont situes sur la XJ-e tcrrassc. Dans la  
partic mCiidionale, ii y a deux tcmplcs quadri latcres cn calcairc, ! ' un d' eux relevant de plusicurs 
phascs de construction, la plus ancicnnc datant de I '  epoquc de Burebista. 

Le temple ancicn cn calcairc a connu trois phases de construction (Daicoviciu C. et 
col lab . 1 952, p. 304-305;  Daicoviciu H .  ct collab. 1 983, p. 233;  Daicoviciu H .  et collab. 1 986, p. 
1 05) .  Nous al lons Ies prescntcr cn commcrn;:ant par la plus ancienne, qui consiste cn unc rangee 
de groupcs, 3-4 blocs de calcairc chacun, mis cn croix ou rcctangulaircs. 

Le nivcau suivant se trouve a 2,85  m de pro fondeur et consiste en un temple fonne de 
quatrc aligncmcnts, 1 5  colonncs chacun (dont on a conserve Ies plinthes de calcaire) . Autour du 
temple ii y avait unc cioture de potcaux cn bois (on cn a trouve des traccs). Les colonnes du 
mcmc alignemcnt se trouvaient a 2,50 m l 'unc de l ' autrc ct la distance entrc Ies rangecs etait de 
3,20 m. Les archeologucs ont decouvcrt a l ' intericur de ! ' edi fice, un medai llon cn argile cuite 
sur lcqucl etait rcpresentee une figurc feminine: unc analogic pour ccttc piccc pourrait ctre Ic 
denier rornain de ! ' an 80 av. J .-C. , sur ! 'avers duquel se trouve Diane (cl ic est rcnduc aussi sur le 
medai l lon). Sur le câte de sud-ouest, dcux murai lles bomaient l ' cscalier d'acces, faite cn dalles 
de calcairc, aboutissant pcut-etrc dcvant la platc-fonne du haut de la murai lle qui soutenait la 
tcrrassc. 

La dcrnicre phasc de la construction est rcprescntec par un temple a quelle on y a mis au 
jour sept plinthcs de calcaire «enfouis dans unc fondation faite de cai l loux relies avec de 
! ' argile». Les plinthcs ont 1 ,30 m de diametre et 20-25 cm d'cpaisseur. Une platc-fonne (2 m de 

1 4  

https://biblioteca-digitala.ro



large, 0,60 m au-dessus du temple) commcncc dans la pat1ie N E  - clic represcntait peut-ctrc 
l '  entree dans le temple. 

Parallelemcnt au bâtiment prescnle ci-dcssus, mais plus haut, se trouvait un autre temple 
forme d 'aligncmcnts de colonnes - cctte fois-ci i i  s ' agit de trois rangecs, six colonncs chacune 
(Daicoviciu C. ct collab. 1 952, p. 287-288;  Daicoviciu C. et col lab. 1 96 1 ,  p. 302; Daicoviciu C.  
ct  collab. 1 98 ,  p .  63-65) .  Le diametre des plinthcs mcsurc 1 ,27 m. Le temple est oriente nord-est 
- sud-oucst. 

P lus loin, aprcs un tenain vague, relativemcnt grand, servant probablement aux 
ceremonies/rituels imposes par la rcligion el a des reunions a caractere politique, se trouvcnt, 
groupes, Ies quatrc autres templcs: dcux circulaires ct quatrc quadrilateres en andesite, Ies deux 
dcmicrs dans la pa11ie nord de la tenassc. Mais, avant d 'aniver a ces bâtimcnts, on voit Le soiei! 
d'andesite, en reali te, un autcl fait d ' andcsite (Fig. 1/1 -2). 

Cc monument (Daicoviciu C.  el collab., 1 96 1 ,  p .  303-304; Daicoviciu C.  el col lab.  1 962, 
p .  466-467; Daicoviciu C.  ct collab 1 973, p. 62-62, I aroslavschi, 1 994, p .  49-53) est eleve en 
andesitc ct calcairc ct consiste cn un support foit de blocs de calcaire, la premiere rangee mise a 

la rcncontrc du disquc central avcc Ies bouts des rayons d'andcsitc, Ic second, a l 'extremite des 
rayons d'andesite. Le diametre total de l ' autel etait de 6,98 m, l ' epaisscur du pavage, 0,30 m. I I  
se composc d 'un disquc central au diametre de 1 ,46 m et d 'unc dizaine de rayons, 2, 76 m de 
long; la largcur des rayons est inegale, Ies variations a11eignent 6-8 cm. A 0,45 m de la bordurc 
des rayons, se trouvcnt des crcux rcctangulaircs de I 0,5 - 1 1 ,5x5,6-8cm, 3-4 cm de profondeur; la 
distance cntre dcux creux parcils est de 1 5- 1 8  cm. Dans cc11ains de ces creux on a trouve Ies 
debris de pieccs en marbrc en fom1e de la le11rc T .  Dans I ' un des rayons, on avait foit un orificc 
par lcqucl Ies liquidcs du disque coulaient dans unc bassinc a bec, et d' ici, dans Ic canal de 
drainagc. Trcs pres du cote cxtericur de I' au tel ii y avait un rayon long ( « ileche ») fait en blocs 
de calcairc el oricntcc vers le nord. 

Connu dans la li11erature de specialite sous Ic nom de «grand sanctuaire circulairc», le 
monument est cn foit un temple fonne de trois pieccs (Fig. 1/3) : le diametre du bâtimcnt, 29,40 
m (Daicoviciu C. ct collab. 1 95 1 ,  p. 1 1 3- 1 1 7 ; Daicoviciu C. ct collab. ,  1 952,  p .  283-286; 
Daicoviciu H. ,  Glodariu 1 976, p .  75; Glodariu 1 976, p .  253 -254; Daicoviciu C.  el collab. 1 983 ,  
p .  233) .  A l 'cxtericur i i  y a un ecrele Conne de 1 04 blocs d' andcsite poses ! ' un a cote de l 'autrc. 
Tres pres de celte rangec de blocs, se trouvc un dcuxiemc ecrele de potcaux d'andesite ( 1 0-12 
cm plus hauts) ,  groupes six plus ctroits Cl un plus large, CC qui SC repete 30 fois ,  Jcs potcaux 
etroits aboutissant probablcmcnt dans la partic supcricurc par des goujons quadrilateres. Le cote 
cxtericur des potcaux est legercmcnt convexe ct la distance cntre dcux potcaux consccutifs est 
de 1 2- 1 3  cm. Les dcux chambres sont marquccs par Ies fosscs des potcaux cn bois .  

A 3 ,65 m du ecrele fom1e de potcaux d'andesitc se trouvc le ecrele fonne de 84 poteaux 
de bois, situes a 35-40 cm ! 'un de l ' autre, chacun sur un bloc de calcaire. Au centre, delimitant 
unc chambrc absidale, se trouvc unc li le de 34 poteaux de bois. A I '  est du bâtimcnt, a 1 ,20 m 
distance du ecrele cxtericur de cai lloux, la platc- fonnc qui marquc l 'entrcc. Faitc en blocs de 
calcaire, commc le mur dace, la plate-fonnc a le câte de l ,50 m. La chambre circulaire ctait 
prcvue de quatrc cntrccs, marquccs par des scui ls de calcairc, dcux sur Ic mcme axe, tandis quc 
I 'acces dans la chambrc absidale se foisait par deux ouvc11urcs, marquccs cl les-aussi par des 
scui ls faits de blocs de calcairc . Dans la charnbre circulairc, prcs d 'une cntrcc, i i  y avait un foycr 
rectangulaire, cn galcts ronds, dont Ic liant est ! ' argile j aunc, avcc eroule (dimensions : 1 ,50 x 
1 ,3 5  m) . De gros clous d 'un certain typc fom1cnt le mobil ier. La construction se date au ier sicele 
av. J . -C. et ful dcmolie cn I ' an 1 06 .  A dcux metres, cn-dcssous de ce niveau, on a trouve Ies 
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dcbris d' unc construction plus ancicnnc, datcc vers la fin du Ier sicclc av. J . -C. - commcnccmcnt 
du Ier sicclc apr. J.-C. 

Le sccond temple circulairc (Daicoviciu C.  ct collab. 1 95 1 ,  p .  1 1 7 ;  Daicoviciu C .  ct 
collab. 1 953,  p .  283; Daicoviciu C ct collab. 1 96 1 ,  p. 303) a 1 2,5  m de diametre ct consiste en 
1 1 4 poteaux d 'andcsitc dont 1 0 1  sont minccs el hauts, ct 1 3  courts ct largcs, la distancc cntre Ies 
potcaux, 1 O cm. Les potcaux sont groupcs de la fa<;:on suivantc : 1 1  fois ,  8 hauts ct un court, unc 
fois ,  7 hauts el un court, unc fois, six courts el un haut. Des traccs de fosscs pour Ies poteaux 
sont apparucs a l ' intericur du ecrele sans pouvoir ctablir s ' i ls dclimitaicnt une autre chambrc ( si 
oui, qucllc sorte de chambrc) et un foycr avcc unc couchc de bnîlurc ct charbon, 7-8 cm d'cpais. 
L'cntrcc dans Ic sanctuairc se faisait sur unc platc-forn1c oricntcc NE-SO, a câte de l ' cdi iicc. Le 
planchcr ctait cn argi le tasscc. Unc construction a supcrposc le temple ct a dctruit Ies possibles 
vcstigcs de l ' intcricur. 

Le temple quadrilatcrc d'andcsite (Fig. 2/4) (Daicoviciu C. et collab. 1 95 1 ,  p. 1 1 7 ;  
Daicoviciu C .  c t  collab. 1 952,  p .  287) se trouvc au nord du  «grand sanctuairc circulairc». Les 
dimcnsions du bâtimcnt sont: 1 2  x 9,20 m, ct l ' orientation, vers NE-SO. II consiste en un cnclos 
de potcaux d' andcsitc, cnviron 0,62 m de hautcur conscrvcc, enfouis dans la tc1Tc a 0,20 m de 
profondeur. Un potcau d'andcsite, plus gros se trouvait aux quatrc coins, tandis quc dcdans, ii y 
avait trois rangccs, chacunc avcc six potcaux ronds d'andcsitc, bicn cnfouis dans la tcrrc (0,70-
0, 72 cm de diametre), assis sur unc fondation tout commc Ies bâtimcnts prcscntcs ci-dcssus. 
L 'cntrce se faisait par Ic coin de sud-oucst ou i i  cxistait unc platc-fonnc fonnce de blocs de 
calca irc (oricntcc nord-sud). 

A câte de cc bâtimcnt se trouvc un sccond temple quadrilatcrc cn andcsitc (Daicoviciu C .  
c t  collab.  1 95 1 ,  p .  1 1 8) ,  ayant a l ' intericur des clcmcnts autant circulaircs quc rcctangulaircs. I I  
est dclimitc par des potcaux d'andcsite c t  i i  est micntc NE-SO. 

Cc typc de monument soulcvc toutc unc seric de qucstions auxqucllcs, malhcurcuscmcnt, 
nous n 'avans pas encorc trouvc de rcponsc. II y existe plusicurs aspccts. Prcmicrcmcnt, cc sont 
Ies questions conccrnant tous Ies tcmplcs, qucls qu'cn soicnt Ies materiaux ct Ia frmnc . En 
dcuxicmc licu, cc sont Ies problcmes quc Ies tcmplcs drcsscs cn picrre soulcvcnt cn general ct 
ccux quadri latcrcs, cn particul icr. 

On ne saurait pas parler d' unc diffusion uni fonnc des tcmplcs quadri latcrcs el circulaircs 
- Ies plus nombrcux sont dans la zone de la capitale du Royaumc dace, cnsuitc quclqucs-uns a 
Augustin ct un scul a Pecica, Brad, pcut-Ctrc Barboşi ct Dolincan. 

Dans la capitale du Royaume dace, la XI-c tcrrassc de la zone sacrcc avait probablerncnt 
un râle doublc: licu de ceremonies rcl igicuscs mais aussi de reunions pol itiqucs, surtout quc Ies 
sourccs litteraires rclcvcnt du lien ctroit cntrc I 'acte politiquc et la vie rcligicusc. A Brad ct 
Pecica cgalcmcnt, la place cn face du temple aurait pu joucr le mcmc râle doublc. 

II est bicn possiblc quc la zone rcligicusc ait servi pour Ies rcunions politiqucs puisque, 
croyons-nous, Ies dccisions plus impmtantcs dcvaicnt avoir unc justiiication rcligicux. Le 
pol itiquc est justi fic par Ic rcligicux ct non sculcmcnt au nivcau royal .  C 'cst bicn dans cc 
contexte qu'i l  faudrait inclurc les infonnations transmiscs par ccrtains autcurs antiqucs commc 
Iordancs (Iordancs, 7 1 -72) : «Dccencc . . .  a commandc non sculcmcnt le mcnu pcuplc, mais aussi 
lcs rois» ou Strabon (VII ,  3 ,.5) «Zahnoxis rcncontrait rarcmcnt Ies gcns du dchors, outre Ic roi ct 
scs domcstiqucs. Le roi travaillait de concert avcc lui, car ii voyait bicn quc Ies gcns ctaicnt 
dcvcnus bcaucoup plus obcissants qu 'auparavant. Car Ies sujcts croyaicnt qu' i l  (Ic roi) 
commandc d'aprcs les conscils des dicux. Ccttc coutume a continue j usqu' a  nos jours, car ii y 
avait toujours quclqu ' un qui donnc des consci ls au roi . . .  » (nous y voyons que l ' autmite du 
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commandant augrncntait au moment ou on croyait quc ses dccisions ctaient legitimccs par la 
divini te) . 

Dans le monde celtiquc aussi Ies magistrats etaicnt nommcs sous la dircction des prctrcs, 
cc qui conicrait unc dimension sacrec a cet acte politique . Le !icu de rcunion, theâtre de toutcs 
Ies ccremonics, ctait en toute evidcnce un lieu sacre suffisammcnt ctcndu pour accuci llir un 
grand nombrc d'hommcs. Les textcs ne mcntionncnt pas dircctement Ic sanctuairc dans 
I '  oppida, mais des licux de reunion a caractere politiquc ct rcligieux (Fichtl et al ii 2000, p. 1 80). 

Les monumcnts drcsses cn pieITc se groupent dans la zone de la capitale Sannizegctusa 
Regia - Costeşti - Cetăţuie, Costeşti - Blidaru, Feţele Albe, Piatra Roşie, Băniţa, Căpâlna, 
Piatra Craivii . Cette rcalitc est duc au fait quc Ies bâtisscurs grccs avaicnt probablcment eleve 
ccs bâtiments sur commandc royalc. On rcncontrc aussi des tcmplcs cn picnc a Racoş (centre 
politique et rcligicux imp011ant) et Bâlea Doamnei . 

Comme nous l ' avons deja dit, Ies tcmplcs de la zone de Sannizcgctusa ont maintcs fois 
etc pris comme exemple pour definir un cspacc a valcncc cultucllc. Ncanmoins, ccux-ci ne 
scmblent pas ctre unc mani fcstation caractc1istiquc, car i l s  s ' cncadrent dans unc pCiiode asscz 
restreintc ( I '  cxistcncc du Royaumc dace), se trouvcnt dans un petit nombrc de localitcs, ne sont 
pas repandus d 'une maniere homogcnc. 

S ' i i  exi ste des templcs circulaires, en tant quc bâtimcnts â abside (l 'unc des composantcs 
des temples circulaircs avec un plan complexe) faits dans un autrc matcriau ct dans unc peri ode 
plus ctendue de tcmps, ccux quadrilateres n 'apparaisscnt que dans la pCiiodc du Royaumc dace 
ct sont cn picnc - l 'cxistcncc d'un temple quad1ilaterc â Barboşi est mise cn doutc (Sîrbu 2006a, 
p. 3 1 ) . 

Ccrtains autcurs considerent quc ccs tcmplcs situcs dans Ic voisinagc des cites daccs 
suggcrent Ic fait quc l ' on y accomplissait, de prcfcrcncc, des proccssions ct ri tucls gucnicrs, ce 
qui tcmoignc du lien Ctroit entrc Ies clitcs militaircs ct ccllcs rcligicuscs (Sîrbu 2006a, p. 3 1 -32 ;  
Sîrbu 2006b, p .  38-39). 

I I  faut mentionncr quc, dans l'etablisscmcnt ouvcrt de Feţele Albe, i i  y a des clcmcnts 
qui suggcrcraicnt Ia prcscncc au moins d'un temple quadri laterc. 

Nous pounions a1Tinner que ce typc de temple (eleve cn picITc) rcprcscntc, pour Ic 
mondc dace, unc cxccption car i ls apparaisscnt sculcmcnt dans quclques cndroits ct sur une 
ccrtainc periodc de tcmps.  Ccpcndant, ii vaudrait pcut-ctrc micux ctablir commcnt on est aITivc 
â drcsscr cc typc de bâtimcnt? Qucl a etc Ic râle de ccs fo1111cs imprcssionnantcs de 
manif cstation du sacre ? 

PouITait-il s ' agir d 'unc mani fcstation du pouvoir royal qui marquc ainsi la sphcrc 
d' inilucncc? Les dccouvcrtcs de Bâlea Doamnei scmblcnt suggcrer des I iens plus ctroits avcc 
l 'cspacc intracarpatiquc quc cc qu 'on trouvc dans Ic rcstc de la Moldavic. 

A pai1ir des donnccs archcologiqucs, on se posc la qucstion si un texte de Iordancs 
( lordancs, 7 1 -72) n ' indiqucrait pas justcment cc changcment, celte naissance d'un typc de 
construction sacrcc cn liaison avcc Ies changcmcnts detcnnincs par la crcation du Royaumc dace 
ct d 'une autoritc autant rcligicusc quc politiquc. «Car alors i i  a choisi Ies hommcs Ies plus 
bravcs ct Ies plus sagcs auxqucls i i  a cnscignc la thcologic, a conscil lc d'honorcr cc11aincs 
divinitcs ct sanctuaircs, tout cn Ies faisant prCtrcs ct lcur a donnc le nom de pil lcati puisquc, jc  
pense, i l s  faisaicnt des sacri ficcs, la tete couvc11c d 'unc tiare, quc nous appclons d'un autrc nom 
pil lcus». 

Les rapp011s etroits entre le politique ct la rcligion sont attcstcs tout le long de l' existcncc 
du Royaume dace; ce que nous ne savons pas c '  est si la fonction de Grand Pretrc ctait scparec 
de celle de roi ,  une fois quc Ies dcsccndants de Burcbi sta Ies avaicnt fait fusionncr (Glodariu 
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200 I ,  p. 777-778). li est bicn possiblc quc Ies dcux fonctions aicnt fusionne non seulcmcnt au 
plus haut nivcau, c ' est-a-dire grand pretre - roi ,  mais Ies prctres de tout nivcau se soient 
impliques dans la vie politique ct militaire. 

Pour ce qui est de ccs templcs quadrilatcres, tel qu'i ls sont publies au moins dans la 
litteraturc de specialitc, unc pa11icularitc supplemcntairc se fait voir: en general ,  ccs templcs sont 
drcsscs sur unc terrassc ou, cn dchors du bâtimcnt proprcment-dit, ii n 'y a pas d 'espacc qui 
pcnncttcnt de fa irc des cercmonics. l i  n ' existe pas non plus, de traccs de place ou d'autcl .  Alors, 
on se pasc la question: ou Ies cercmonies avaicnt-ellcs lieu, car parfois la sortie du temple 
marquait justcmcnt le bout de la tcrrassc . 

Cela vcut souligncr cncorc unc fois le râle particulicr quc ccs temples avaient. D'autrc 
part, malgrc quc Ies archeologucs n 'aicnt pas cncorc trouve Ic li cu des ceremonies, i i  doit avoir 
existe ail lcurs (?) 

L 'abscncc du mobilier a constitue pour maints autcurs l ' un des critcrcs pour detcnniner 
Ic typc d 'un bâtimcnt. Vu quc Ic mobilier manquc dans Ies tcmplcs des Monts Orăştici, on a 
considere quc c ' ctait unc caractcri stique d 'unc construction sacrcc. Neanmoins, divers objets 
ctaicnt dcposcs dans Ies tcmplcs; cn tcmoignent Ies gros clous d 'une cc11aine frmne decouverts 
cn grand nombre a Sannizcgctusa Regia, ainsi quc la poutre avcc de gros clous y enfonces, 
trouvcc dans le temple circulairc complexe d' Augustin; ii en resuite qu'on accrochait Ies 
ofli·andcs a ccs gros clous cnfonces dans Ies pa11ics boisccs du temple. Les plus rccentcs foui lles 
archeologiqucs de Piatra Craivii ct Brad ont mis au jour de nombreuscs ct variees pieccs de 
mobi lier qui pourraicnt cn ctrc des cxceptions .  

Piatra Craivii est la scule zone ou i i  y ait  des tcmplcs cn picrre avcc un mobilier 
abondant. 

Nombrc de picces de mobilier Curent trouvccs dans le temple decouve11 cn 2006 sur la 
tcrrassc «Bănuţului» (Moga et a/ii 2007, p .  1 4 1 )  (mcmc si  l ' on ticnt compte du fait que 
sculcmcnt unc petite pai1ic du bâtimcnt a etc fouillcc, la zone corrcspondant a dcux plinthes de 
calcairc) consistant cn unc grande quantitc de ccramiquc, (pouvant Ctre complctee, pour la 
plupa11), sur Ic nivcau des dcux pl inthcs, objcts de parurc: huit fibulcs cn fer, bronze et argent, 
grcs cn picrrc, fusai"olcs, moulin cn fragments, monnaic republicainc d'argcnt datcc cn 42-4 1 av. 
J . -C . ,  importations romaincs ( fragment de l ' attache d 'unc situla Eggcrs 1 8), pieccs d 'anncmcnt 
(pointcs de ilechc). Mcntionnons qu'i l  n 'y a aucunc trace d' incendie ou de destruction 
intcntionncllc de cc temple. Un mobilier abondant est signale cgalement dans Ies templcs 
antcrieurcment dccouvcrts a Piatra Craivii (en particulicr celui de la V-c tcrrassc ou l ' on a 
trouvc aussi cinq fosscs a rcstcs de cerealcs, dcpâts de vascs, y compris de la ceramique peinte, 
objcts cn bronzc, os d 'animaux) . 

L ' abscncc, ct non pas la prcscnce du mobi lier dans ccrtains temple, est inhabituelle et 
cxige une cxplication, puisquc dans Ic mondc antique indo-europecn, on accomplissait des 
sacrificcs au benefice d 'unc divinitc ct Ies objcts consacrcs trouvaicnt lcur place dans Ic temple. 
Les fosscs (javissae) de Piatra Craivii, V-e tcrrassc vicnncnt completer I ' image des objcts 
dcposcs dans Ies tcmplcs. 

Les Romains ont systcmatiqucment dcmoli Ies tcmplcs des Monts Şureanu, aussi est-i i 
naturcl que Ies objcts trouvcs dcdans fussent emportcs commc butin. D 'autres cherchcurs sont 
d'avis quc Ies Daccs eux-mcmcs auraicnt cmportc Ies picccs des tcmples ct Ies auraient cachees 
pour quc Ies cnncmis ne Ies trouvcnt pas. En fait, Ies chcrchcurs acceptcnt unc de ccs deux 
variantes (autant valablcs), et toutc fois, i ls conditionncnt la fonctionnalite de temple d 'un 
bâtiment par le manque du mobilier. Le temple de Piatra Craivii (ct meme celui de Brad) 
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tcmoigne du foit que Ies objets dcposcs dans Ies temples n 'ont etc ni gardcs, ni cachcs par Ies 
Daces, rnais ils sont rcstcs sur place. 

Vu I ' irnportance de la rcligion dans le monde des Gcto-Daces, dane des bâtiments y !ies, 
ii semit di nicilc a cxpliqucr la dcmolition des tcrnplcs par eux-memes (parfois, i ls ont bâti, a la 
place de la construction sacrce, des irnrneubles laîqucs - Piatra Roşie, sans avoir pour autant 
sauve Ies pieccs appa11cnant a la construction sacree ), la rcutilisation des materiaux a des buts 
profoncs - Costeşti - Cetăţuie, Căpâlna . Si pour ces deux dcmiers, le geste s ' explique par le 
dcscspoir de I ' ultime rcsistance, nous aurions du mal a faire la meme chose pour Piatra Roşie ou 
i ls  ont pu SC pcnnettre d'abandonncr Ic temple el scs elcments d'architecturc. 

Cc11ains ont justific cet ultime gestc par le dcsespoir, mais alors, meme si la fameuse 
rcsistancc des Daccs s ' explique inclusivemcnt d 'une maniere rcligieusc, serait-il naturel de 
croire qu ' i l s  avaient «profane» des objcts ayant appartcnu a la maison des dicux? I I  aurait etc 
plus nonnal de dcsircr obtcnir l ' aidc divine cc qui ne pourrait pas s ' accomplir par l a  
«profanation» de sa  maison. 

Une possible cxplication de la dcmolition des tcmplcs par Ies Romains serait la grande 
rcsistancc quc Ies Daces ont manifcstcc ct alors Ies Romains ont voulu punir leurs dieux. I I  scrait 
alors cncorc plus di rticilc a cxpliqucr pourquoi Ies Daccs avaicnt rcutilise Ies picces 
composantcs des tcmplcs a des buts profoncs. 

Encorc plus, a Sannizcgctusa Regia, on a trouvc unc seric de blocs taillcs sur Ies six 
câtcs, cnfouis par Ies Daces mcrncs dans la zone sacrcc aprcs avoir dcsa1Tectc le bâtiment qu' ils  
composaicnt, mcmc si ccrtains de ccs blocs ctaicnt dans un ctat asscz bon pour pouvoir servir a 

d'autrcs constructions .  Ce gcstc s 'cxpliquc par Ic dcsir des Daces de Ies protcgcr, et i ls  Ies ont 
cntcncs dans la zone sacrec pour cn prcvcnir la profonation, tout conune Ies objcts sacralises 
des templcs etaicnt dcposcs dans lcsfavissae (Gheorghiu 2006, p .  1 27- 1 37) .  

De toutc fac;:on, la naissancc du Royaumc dace s ' accornpagne de changcrnents dans le 
plan rcligicux aussi . L 'unc des mani festations matc1iclles des changements rappeles ci-dessus 
est l 'apparition des bâtimcnts sacrcs irnposants . Un tel effort constructif dcvait avoir eu maintcs 
motivations, pour l 'autmitc rcligicuse ct politiquc. Les ressources matcriclles des rois ctaicnt 
sunisantcs pour qu' i ls fossent vcnir des bâtisscurs grccs qui mettcnt cn reuvrc lcur programmc 
architectural ct rcilctcr de la sortc, la forcc politiquc et mil itairc de ccs clitcs. 

La zone sacrcc de Sannizcgctusa Regia dCtcnait un important râle politique, celui 
d'cpatcr, d'acccntucr de ccttc maniere aussi l 'autoritc du roi/grand pretre - a un moment donne, 
sept tcrnplcs y ctaicnt cn fonction (on dcvrait Ies regardcr comme un complexe). 

A Sannizcgctusa Regia la capitale s 'est dcvcloppcc a partir (autour) de la zone sacree. 
Au debut, c 'ctait un centre rcligicux, cnsuitc politiquc ct, finalement, economique. Les vestiges 
Ies plus anciens sont dans la zone sacrcc, sinon mcrne au centre de I' ctablissemcnt. 

Pendant toute la pc1iodc d' cxi stcncc du royaumc dace, on attcstc I' ctroite liaison entrc Ic 
pol itiquc ct Ic rcligicux, mais on ne saurait pas si et quand la fonction de grand prctrc avait etc 
scparec de celle de roi .  

J l  s e  pcut bicn que Ies tcmplcs en picnc, cn pai1iculicr ccux quadri lateres, signalassent l a  
prescnce de l ' autmitc royalc, rcconnusscnt celle-ci ou, a u  moins, l 'autorite religieusc dont Ic 
centre se trouvait dans Ies Monts Şurcanu. 

Mcntionnons egalcrncnt Ic foit quc Ies tcrnplcs sont Ies seuls constructions en pierrc, a 

câte de ccllcs militaircs (pa11icllcmcnt, a I '  cxception des quclques tours-demeures). 
La plupart de ccs tcmples ont cu une iin tragique, car Ies Romains vainqueurs Ies ont 

systernatiqucmcnt demolis et Ic clcrgc, aneanti . Cctte intolerance, si peu speci fiquc aux 
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Romains, s 'cxplique par Ic râle quc la rcligion et la hierarchie sacerdotale ont cu dans la 
resistance dcvant Ies annccs romaines .  
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Fig. 1 .  1 Image de la  zone sacree de Sarmizegetusa Regia (autel, canal, mur d'appui sur l a  X-e 
terrasse ) ; 2. Image de la zone sacree de Sarmizegetusa Regia; 
3. Plan du temple circulaire complexe de Sarmizegetusa Regia. 
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5 

Fig. 2 .  4. Image d'un temple quadrilatere d'andesite de Sannizegetusa Regia 
5. Image d'un temple quadrilatere de Costeşti 
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THE PANDACIANS RELIGIOUS CENTER ON 
AUGUSTIN-TIPIA ORMENIŞULUI 

Florea Costea (Braşov - Romania) 

Key-words:  Dacians, sanctuarics, invcntory, rcligious function. 

Tipia Onncnişului îs a hil l  with a hcight of 755 ,9m from sca-lcvcl and a relative height 
of almost 200 rn, placcd on the lcft sidc of thc 1ivcr Olt, in its defile through the Perşani 
Mountains, bctwccn thc actual cities Augustin (upper-coursc) and Mateiaş. 

The scttlcrncnts and monuments frorn Tipia Onncnişului took the attention of thc 
antiquity lovers and archeologists sincc thc XVI I l -th century first, during topographic measures 
for realising coITect rnaps of thc whole rcgion and alsa the whole Transsylvania .  The first 
„archcological" diggings werc madc in 1 863 by Wilhelm Hausmann, from Braşov, who made 
thern bc known in the weekly papcr „Kronstădtcr Zeitung" nr. 1 97 from 1 2-th December 1 864. l t  
fol lowed the researches by Orban Balazs who included thcrn in the wel lknown monography of 
the Secui-provincc in Transsylvania (Balazs 1 866, p .  294 and ncxt). 

The rediscovcry of the settlernent took place in the year 1 979 after a strol l  of the author 
together with dr. I .  I .  Pop, followed one year later by an other rcscarch togcther with I .Glodariu. 
Actualy, the archeological rescarch can be considered as being finished cven if it could cxtend 
only on one third of the sit ' s surface in thc uncovcrcd places. The researchs ' results were subject 
of nurnerous studies, m1icles and rcpe11oircs and monography. 

Tipia 01111enişului, a Pecenego-Cumano toponirny, began to be sparsely populated in the 
period of translation to the Bronze-Agc (Coţofcni-culture) . An alsa sparsely population was 
proved in rniddle- and end- Bronze Age (Wietenberg culture, Costea 2007, p. 1 53- 1 54 and PI. 
I I-VII) .  A more intensive population took place in the first lron Agc (Ursuţiu 2007, p .  1 55- 1 60 
and PI .  VI I I-XXXI I I) .  The apology of population and human activity was reached during the 
Dacian Latene. The Dacians settlcmcnt character is at the beginning a civil and strategic one and 
becomes dming Burebista · s mastery a spiritual charactcr without losing thc military-strategic 
atributes (Costea 2007, passim) . 

The first structural trnsfonnation took place during the first phase of Dacian Iiving 
(Costea 2007, p. 1 6 1  and ncxt), in thc first half of the I lnd ccntu1y BC, when the dwell ings, 
datable in the centu1ies V-I I  and those from the first I ran Age, were compromised. lt weren 't 
found fo11ification marks. Instead, in thosc timcs began the first important fitting out of the 
terraccs. In this phase, the total lcngth of thc tcrraccs from the south side of the hil l  was of  
alrnost 800111 and they were I Om large, rnaybe excepting the terrace I which a lways was  bigger 
than the others. 

In the Ist centmy BC, more probably a little bit before ir s middle, on the Tipia 
Onnenişului took place large edilitar works, so that, the hil l  bccomes the look held ti l l  the roman 
conqucst . 

Duc the e tT011s made, the length of the resulted plateau reached 93-94 m and his breadth 
22 rn (in antiquity) and 33 rn. For its obtaining it was dislocated and reused a quantity of 
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approximatcly 2350 m3 stane and cmih. Jn thc platcau '  s insidc wcrc anangcd thrcc platfonns, 
cach for a bui lding and only for build thcm up : onc for thc sanctuary with limcstonc plints (28 x 
1 3  m), thc sccond for the sanctua1y with vulcan o tufa plints (23 x 1 O m) and thc last (but first in 
chronological ordcr) for thc rectangular sanctumy with continuous stane alignmcnt (minimum 
1 1  X 1 0  m). 

Wc have to precise that thc only buildings which wercn 't build up on special platfonns 
are thc „Banack" and thc stane towcr in its ncighbourhood, both having a foundation, 
constructive incorporated into thc pavcmcnt and thc prccincts substructure. 

As wc could sec, from thc dcscription dcprivc rcgarding to thc r01ii lication clemcnts. 
Thc cxplication is thc fact that thcy don 't exist, nor thc tenace walls or thosc which dcl imit and 
sustain thc platcau · s structures having such a role .  Thc dcfcnding or thc wholc bui ldings 
asscmbly from Tipia Onncnişului was assurcd by thc othcr fcl!iifications in thc dc li lcc. More 
than that, during thc state, it wasn 't put thc problem or  an attack against thc rcligious ccntrcs, 
and wc al so couldn 't spcak about a thrcat from thc ins ide. That is why wc think that thc 
simi litude to Sarmizegetusa Regia is not r011uitous. 

Complex circular sanctuary on southern terraces (Fig. 2) 
Al a lrcady known, archcological rcscarch on Tipia Onncnişului rcvcalcd rcligious 

bui ldings as wcll, both circular and rectangular (with alignmcnts) . Thc first catcgory, but thc 
complex typc,  includcs thc sanctuaiy alrcady publishcd and known to bc locatcd on Terrace /II 
(Glodariu, Costea 1 99 1 ,  p .  2 1 -40). Jn thc ycars following its publication, discovcrics wcrc madc 
on the tc1Taces upstream-downstream, which allowcd toning thc cnscmblc · s imagc and its 
conect positioning. 

During campaigns or 2004-2005 , and othcr ycars through frcqucnt cxaminations in 
seasons with no vcgctation, it could bc statcd that thc extra muros sanctuary on Tipia 
Om1cnişului cxpands to Terraces II and V. not only on Terrace III. Howcvcr thc propcr 
construction is not on Tenace IV, but its circular-arccd foundation that cxtcnds rrom the uppcr 
terracc. This foundation is 5 . 5-m high on its diamctcr line, as comparcd to the pavcmcnt or 
Terrace V, and its bui lding mwthod sllictly obscrvcs thc tcchniquc for tcnacing and a1Tanging 
the fortrcss '  prccincts : altcrnating laycrs of stane and carth, but to bc noticed that somc bouldcrs 
are in fact real levclcd blocks with sides cxcccding 50 cm. 

The monument consi sts or thrcc "conccnllic" constructions :  an cxtc1ior onc, apparcntly 
circular, anothcr circular onc insidc it, and an apsc onc insidc thc lattcr dividcd into two rooms. 
In ordcr to follow thc dcscription track casier, thc first onc will bc rcCcncd as exterior 
construction, thc ncxt onc as intcrn1cdiatc construction and thc lattcr as interior construction. 

Today, thc exterior construction, apparcntly circular as already mcntioncd, has 1 9,20-
1 9,30-m diamctcr. A scrics or limestonc and ophiol itc slabs, sl ightly lcvclcd, mark its path . 
Scldom is thc scqucncc doublcd and whcn it is, it is madc or  smallcr slabs. This succesion is not 
followcd in thc castcrn and pa11ially in thc nmihcrn and north - nmth-westcrn arcas. Thc sl abs 
had bccn displaycd dircctly on thc carth-clay mixturc in thc uppcr paii or thc tenace. Thc 
distancc bctwccn this scrics (mcasurcd from its internai cdgc) and the slab externai part in the 
intenncdiatc construction is 0 .80- 1 .20 m. Such a vmiation is duc to part ia I sliding or thc tenace 
1i l ling, which cngagcd thc s labs, and to dcrangcmcnts subscquent to sanctumy dcstruction. 
Carcfully obscrvcd, thc scrics or slabs, rcminds or a polygon whosc sidcs sccm to have bcen 
around 3 .50  m long. Many or thcsc slabs had burning trails on thcir uppcr part - more rarcly 
coal -, this leading to thc conclusion that thcy supportcd a woodcn structurc and wcrc intcnicd to 
intcrpose bctween this structure and the ground. 
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A circle or  levcled whitc tufa blocks, displaycd in circular arc, rnark thc intermediate 
construction, with 1 6 .50- 1 6.60 rn diamctcr. Thc blocks, 1 3- 1 6  cm tal l ,  are carcful ly levclcd on 
thcir internai ,  uppcr and externai sidcs . Thc first and thc latter display a 2 cm promincncc 
towards thc basc and frorn this point down thc lcvcling is not as carc !Ul l .  As a consequcncc, this 
border indicatcs thc stepping levei, doubtlcss fact thanks to thc iloor prcserved within thc space 
strctching to thc exterior construction slab row. Block lcngth and width arc partly di iTcrcnt. 0 .84 
x o .20;  0.90 x 0 .23 ;  0 .64 x 0 .2 1 ;  0 .57 x 0 .2 1 ;  0 .53 x 0.20 (broken on its lcngth); 0 .49 x 0 .2 1 ; 
0.45 X 0.2 J ;  0 .57  X 0.20; 0 .55  X 0.2 J 111 . 

Thcrcforc wc noticc that block hcight is usually 0 .20 x 0 .2 1 m (only onc 0.23 for a 
bordcrcd block) and length is complctcly di ffcrcnt. Such di ffcrcnccs in lcngth havc thcir 
cxplanation in thc cxtrcmcly Criablc whitc tu fa of thc leve ling. A singlc casc rccordcd a lcvcling 
carclcssncss, and othcr two prcscntcd deliberate hamrnc1ing on thc uppcr sidc or thc blocks (5), 
thc last onc during dcstruction o C thc sanctury or subscqucntly 

lt îs di fficult to assumc ir thc tufa circ Ic was brokcn off or not for an cntrancc, duc to its 
incomplete prcscrvation. Ncvcrthclcss this cntrancc was not absolutcly ncccssary givcn thc 
block ' s  sma l l  hcight. Dcfinitcly thcsc fiiable rock blocks did not havc thc strcngth to support 
any woodcn supcrstructurc. 

The interior construction is locatcd oul of centre within thc intcrn1cdiatc onc .  lt includcs 
two roorns, a 7 x 6 .59 m rectangular onc, thc other one with apse; internai gap bctwccn dividing 
wall and apse maximum curving has 2 .30 m.  

Limcstonc and ophiolitc slabs arc a I so at  thc bottom or thc construction walls, but Iargcr 
and more carciul ly carvcd; somc havc cvcn regular shapcs .  Thcy too had bccn dircctly laid on 
the clay layer in thc iloor uppcr part. Carbonizcd rcmaindcrs or two circular polcs wcrc found in 
thc cast and south c0111crs of thc rectangular room; anothcr polc in thc dividing wa ll and othcr 
oncs with 3-4 cm diamctcr wcrc in thc dividing wall clay. Thc lattcr was prcscrvcd with 0 .7  m 
length and 0.20-0.23 m width . 

Thc fact that it had bccn built aut of clay set on a fir-trec pickct structurc is ccrtain. J ts I 
mm smoothing coat was prcscrvcd only on thc sidc vicwing thc rectangular room. 

Interior construction had externai woodcn walls glucd togcthcr with a thick layer or clay. 
Their collapsc to thc ins ide and outsidc or thc construction led to a considcrablc conglomcration 
of burnt sticking paste and coal. Room iloor, prcscrvcd with strong burns on somc arcas, 
consistcd or carciul ly smoothcd clay. 

Thc rectangular room had two cntranccs, both set on thc long sidcs, onc starting from thc 
cast corner, thc othcr one from thc south corner. Thcir width could not bc mcasurcd, but thcy 
wcrc dctcnnincd upon discovc1ing thrcc and two hingcs in this arca , somc or thcm having cvcn 
thc anchoragc nails, as wcl l as a boit. 

Thc dividing wall bctwccn thc rectangular and thc apsc rooms had also an opcning 
markcd with a fir-trec beam thrcshold, prcservcd howcvcrc only on 0.3 1 m, so that width cannot 
bc cstablishcd. In any casc, thc opcning was set iight in thc rniddlc of thc dividing wall .  Lack of 
hingcs, prcscnt in thc othcr two cascs, raiscs thc qucstion if thc opcning had a doar or not. Wc 
tend to bclicve it did not. 

Ncxt to thc middle wall, but insidc thc rectangular room, wcrc discovcrcd rcmains of a 
carbonizcd Cir-trec beam with swan-hcadcd bolts stuck in it .  Wc wi ll get back to thcsc picccs . 

Rcgarding thc apsc-dcsigned room, thc woodcn wall supp011ing itscl r on thc curvcd 
stane basc was vcry likcly simi lar to polygon cdgcs as long as thcrc arc no traces or vertical 
poles found.  

27 

https://biblioteca-digitala.ro



Thc conc lusion that thc building had a roof dc1ivcs frorn thc powcr or  thc lire that had 
burnt the cntirc construction, from signi !icant burnt areas not only insidc thc sanctuary, but 
outsidc it, rrom thc clay-glucd woodcn walls or thc interior construction and from thc clay !loor 
of al l  „rooms". Vcry l ikcly, this covcr must havc bccn shingle madc and protcctcd the wholc 
edi li cc. 

Thc sanctuary invcntory (ccramics, bui lding material and two fragmentary fibulas) 
caractcrizcs late Latene Agc, cspccially I st ccntury AD. Evcn so it does not allow establishing 
the edi fic's  Cunctional duration but throughout I st BC - I st AD ccnturics. Howcvcr, given the 
dcstruction and the lire this cdi !ie had endurcd, thc hammcring or some tufa blocks in the 
intcrn1ediatc construction, as wcll as thc disappcarancc or thc othcr construction in the r011rcss 
and its sunounding arca dming thc fire, thc cnd or thc building may havc come from wars in the 
bcginning or 2nd ccntmy AD. Howevcr wc arc not ablc to scttlc how many ycars ago it was 
built. 

Rcturning to thc cvidcncc its rcscarch offcrcd rcgarding the propose of its component 
construction, wc bclicvc that thc exterior onc was a roo!Cd porch, without full walls .  Horizontal 
bcams had bccn laid on basc stoncs, with vertical polcs stuck in thcm in ordcr to suppm1 roor 
bordcrs and ra llcrs that intcrscctcd on thc roo llop (Glodariu 1 983,  fig. 8/2-5). Thc intcnncdiate 
construction of shapcd tufa blocks could not havc had walls, and tufa bordcr could only work for 
dclimiting thc sacrcd arca, probably forbidding acces or laymcn. Thc only ful I wall construction 
(without cxcluding window o!Tcuts) was thc interior onc. Thc rectangular room was uscd for 
kccping thank-offc1ings hung on bolts or lying on thc !loor in clay pots . Collar pots with thcir 
typical lack of bottom, that no onc found a convincing acccptablc cxplanation for, arc conncctcd 
too with sti l l  unknown 1itual scrviccs. Finally hcrc as in othcr locations, thc apsc, with no 
invcntmy, might havc bccn thc real sacrcd place, set asidc for a much worshipcd unknown 
divinity, without involving an actual statuc rcprcscnting this divinity. 

As Cor thc divinitics worshipcd in thcir special circular sanctuary, and thcir praying 
1itual ,  no ccrtain facts can bc statcd (Costea 2002, p. 35 and ncxt). 

Sanctuary with column foundation of volcano tufa (Fig. 1/2 ;  3-4) 
In spitc or thc archcologi sts cndcavor, matcrial izcd in a lot of tcnains rcscarch and tcsts 

practiccd outsidc thc castlc, its locali sation took place 5 ycars a fter di scovcring thc first plints. 
Thc discovcry took place at thc 1 8-th July 1 989, whcn on thc southcrn tcnaccs bctwcen the 
hi l l  's foot and Pârâul Raci lor (Tipici), point known by thc nativcs from Augustin and Racoş a\so 
undcr thc naming ''La Comoară", wcrc idcnti licd four such picccs . 

Pl inth no. 1 ,  conc frustum-shapcd, with lowcr largc basis: Db=60 cm, Ds=50/54 cm, H=40 
cm; pl inth no. 2, conc frustum-shapcd yct octagonal ,  apparcntly unlinished: Db=58 cm, Ds=54 
cm, H=30 cm, with brcakings on basi s .  Unrottcn lcavcs lay undcr it; plinth no. 3 almost semi 
prcscrvcd: D1i=60 cm, Ds=55 cm, H=48 cm (slightly dctcrioratcd basis); pl int no. 4, almost semi 
prcscrvcd too : Dh=70 cm, Ds=60 cm, H=32 cm (Costea 2006, p .  1 82 ;  Costea 2007, p. 86). 

Subscqucntly on thc north cast h i l l -s lopc dcbris 7 more colurnn bascs wcre found, 
togcther with a plate similar to the prcvious onc, but broken. Unfortunately threc or thcm 
di sappeared dming rescarch campaigns in 200 1 -2002 (Costea 2006, p. 1 82 ;  Costea 2007, p. 86). 

The sanctuary was located only dwing thc 1 994 campaign ( fig. 3/2-3 ; fig. 5- lirst phasc; 
lig. 6-second phasc and A platfonn), whcn rescarch on the precincts north-wcstward end bcgan, 
with a decisive conlinnation in 2003 . In 1 994 scvcn limcstonc and ophiolite c ircles were 
rcvcalcd, with picces or brokcn plint on thcm, di sposed four by four and threc by three on two 
rows, at approximatcly equal distance. ln 2003 , whcn the last three trccs in thc arca went down, 
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a full plint (thc only onc) and half of anothcr onc wcrc found in situ (Costea 2006, p. 1 82 ;  2007, 
p .  87). 

As prcviously mcntioncd, thc sanctuary is locatcd on thc platcau sidc towards Racoş 
(NW), in thc corner bctwccn walls facing Terrace I and north-wcstcm prccipicc. The arca of 
thc luturc edifice was set with considcrablc cff011 that actually involved the wholc prccincts 
arca : lowcr pa11s (southcrn) wcrc crcctcd with local clay-glued stane carried from other 
placcs and not rrom thc arca bctwccn thc sanctuaiy and thc n011h-castcrn precipice since 
othcr constructions could bc found thcre. Matcrials wcre set down dircctly upon one Dacian 
inhabitance levei and thc Hall statt one, as the arca includcd dwcllings from both agcs. 
Rcsulting surfacc was not covcrcd in clay or wooden lloor, both capablc of lcaving 
archcological marks if prcsent, thus raising doubts over man ' s  prescnce in this arca. This 
situation is far from unique as a s11iking analogy is thc rnuch larger sanctuary with 60 column 
bascs on Terrace XI at Sarmizegetusa Regia (Crişan 1 975, p .  3 89 and ncxt). 

Sanctua1y position was wcll bordcrcd from othcr cdificcs in thc prccincts: its arca shapcs a 
rectanglc with stcpping levei lowcr by 1 - 1 .20 m than n011h-wcs1 ncighboming constructions and 
south-wcstward platfonn containing thc sanctuaiy with lirncstonc colurnn bascs, scparated 
through a ''thrcshold" or bouldcrs, as well as limcstonc and ophiolitc slabs, shapcd on thc visiblc  
arca. Actually this thrcshold stands for thc cnd of a platfonn stretching frorn hcre to thc gate 
acccssing thc platcau. Jt lies 24 m away from thc nm1h-westcrn prccincts cxtrcmity, similar 1..o 
sanctuaiy lcngth. 

Rcmnants or brokcn colurnn bascs, including thcir supp011ing circlcs had bccn set in long 
rows parallcl to thc prccincts wall facing thc tcnaccs, and sh011 rows perpendicular to thc 
platcau. Pl int anangcmcnt is  as simple as practicai .  Oncc crcated, thc white lirncstonc and 
ophiolitc pavcment had implantcd stane infrastructures that cndcd on their uppcr part (visiblc 
nowadays but not in thc ancicnt timcs) with thc abovc-mentioncd props madc of natural ly tlat 
stoncs or llattcncd those timcs, lower slanting towards thc ccntcr. Jn thc middlc of thc alveolar 
construction, carth had bccn addcd as to allow perfect upper part evcning, without having thc 
plint in contact with thc stoncs undcmeath. Thc cuncntly visiblc side of thc alvcolus was iising 
l 0- 1 2  cm from thc ground. 

Thc lirst transversal (sh011) row is only 0 .50 rn away frorn thc wall at thc cnd of the fortress, 
whcrcas thc long row is a littlc lurthcr than the wall towards Terrace I (south), almost 1 m 
(Costea 2006, p. 1 83 ;  2007, p. 88) .  

Most cc11ainly all column bascs had bccn constructcd within thc quany and not inside or 
ncar the fortrcss. Howcvcr wc do not know cxactly which of the cxisting quarries is involvcd, 
cithcr frorn thc oncs on thc 1igh1 bank or 1ivcr Olt, or from its Iert bank ( one ncar Mateiaş town, 
active ti ll modem timcs, which is thc most likely possibi l ity). 

When publishing this sanctuary in Gennan (Costea, Bălos, Scurtu 2004, p. 3 2 1  and next) 
wc did not find uscful catcgorizing thc pl inths according to dimcnsions and we did not sustain 
thc possibi lity of two or more sanctuaiies. Mcanwhilc, afl.cr discovc1ing anothcr pl inth with a 70 
cm largc basis wc dccided to take this possibi l ity into account. Also more nume1ic facts 
undcrwcnt changcs :  a maximum 70 cm basis diamctcr is  no longcr unique (one itcm is even 80 
cm long), measurcd on two picccs with hcight variation addcd up bctween 22 and 48 cm, unlike 
the prcviously mcasurcd 28 and 42 cm. Uppcr diamcter varics somcwhere betwcen 52 and 60 
cm. Ir hcight is not a conclusive issuc when stating whcther plinths miginate from two 
sanctuarics, duc to thc abovc-mcntioncd thickcr or thinner slab adjustmcnts, diametcr variation 
sccms likc a strong line of rcasoning. Nothing lcavcs oul the possibil ity that thc edifice might 
havc cxpcricnccd two bui lding stagcs and, implicitly, two functioning stages, but with no 
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cvidcncc cxplaining thc rcason and moment whcn thc lirst construction had bccn dcstroycd and 
rc-built (anyway, somctimc bctwccn Burcbista ' s  rcign and thc Roman conqucst) . Evcn i r  on thc 
wholc, plint dimcnsion vmiation stays within rcasonablc limits, it stands as scrious indication 
that a sanctuary full or vulcanic tufa plints cxistcd, with its two runctioning stagcs. ln this casc, 
pl inths with 70 cm bascs or largcr bclong to thc sccond phasc, having thc sarnc diamctcr as thc 
one ' s  found on thc spot in 2003 .  Actually it is a mattcr or "laycring", with thc srnaller 
supporting circles bclonging to thc old monument. 

P lint discovered in situ providcd lirsthand dctai ls on pl inth in frastructurc. Clearing a 2 x 2 
m arca rcvealed undcmeath a compact stane and clay foundation (not laycrcd) with a trough on 
its uppcr side similar to its prcccding oncs, madc or limcstonc and ophiolitc slabs. The circular 
upper part or thcsc slabs surpasscd pavcmcnt levei with an avcragc of I O cm. Plints wcrc la id 
insidc thc alveolus, on an cm1h layer, a ftcr having had its lowcr pa11 (thc cdgc) chippcd o ff in 
ordcr to lit into the cavity. 

A ftcr rcvealing thc wholc cnsemble, spaccs or 1 O brokcn plinths rcmaincd pcrlcctly 
pcrccptiblc, as wcll as onc ful l  plint and onc half. This imagc guidcs us to conc luding that wc 
arc talking about an edi fice with thrcc plinths on its transversal row, whcrcas thc long row could 
havc lit I O plinths, givcn thc 1 . 80 intcrspacc. lt is vcry likcly that thc long alignmcnt may havc 
had only 6 column bascs sincc thc construction rcscmblcs thc "srnall sanctuary'' on Terrace XI 
at Grădiştea Muncelului, with thc only di tkrcncc that thc latter is  madc or limcstonc (Fcrcnczi 
1 973,  p. 63-65 ; Iaroslavschi 1 985-986, p. 453 ; Daicoviciu 1 972, p. 209; C1işan 1 975, p. 209; 
Moga 1 98 1 ,  p .  1 09;  2004, p. 79-8 1 ;  Antonescu 1 984, p. 5 1 ;  Gostar 1 969, p .  33 ;  1 97 1 ,  p. 4 1 8) .  
Under this situation, i t  could havc bccn 1 0 . 80- 1 1 m long and a t  least 6 m widc. 

Wc nccd to mcntion that thc abovc arc dimcnsions in thc last lunctioning stage. As statcd 
in thc bcginning or our prcscntation or thc monument, whcn unvciling thc tirst supporting 
circlcs with rcmaindcrs of brokcn plint on thcm, four such similar "constructions " existed (o .u .)  
on the short row. Wc consider this dctail crucial for sustaining thc idea that in phasc I thc 
sanctuary had .four long rows with 1 O plinths cach : two in thc 6 m spacc bctwccn lull plint and 
foundation or thc ncighboming circular foundation, onc with rull plints, and thc fou11h spacing 
out towards thc tc1i-accs, along thc line or thc ncarby supp011ing circlc, in thc samc image. Thus 
the platfom1 's 24 m lcngth that thc sanctuaiy I ies on linds its rcason and logica! usc (Costea 
2004, p. 1 1 6 ;  Bcrciu 1 969, p. 5 1 ;  Moga 1 98 1 , p. 1 09), givcn that sanctuary in phasc I has 1 O x 4 
plinths and dimcnsions or  1 7 .50- 1 8  rn x 8 . 50-9 m, and sanctuary in phasc l i  6 x 3 plinths 
(Costea 2004, p .  1 1 6) . Dircction or sanctumy's  long frontage is NW-SE, more prcciscly 320". 

Mobile invcntory within thc sanctumy is cxtrcmcly poor, and thc cxi sting itcms arc in no 
way conncctcd to a civilian or ritual daily activity on that place. It may suggcst that a ritually 
uscd invcntmy no longcr cxi stcd in thc last momcnts or anncd light, but it could havc bccn 
rcgaincd and hiddcn hoping to re-usc it a llcr victory (or simply in ordcr not to fal l  into thc 
cncrny' s  hands which, according to Dac ian bclicrs, concspondcd to thcir dc!Cat and humiliation 
or thc protccting dcity). Ir thc invcntory did exist, it would havc bccn prcscrvcd in full shapc 
sincc covcrcd by thc ncighbouring construction wal ls  (or at !cast in thc arca whcrc thc two 
plinths werc found in 2003). Sirnilarly a wooden or clay tloor should have bccn prcscrvcd, 
espccially archcological traccs or a sunounding construction or or thc crcction or thc sanctuaiy 
itsclf. None or the abovc was visible in any construction arca (Crişan 1 986, p. 1 86) . 

Thc lcw col lcctcd i tcms wcrc Dacian ceramic Cragrncnts coming from hand or whccl-madc 
pots (in the last catcgory onc "gradcd" lip from a rcd cwcr), Hal lstatt oncs, both canied along 
with thc carth brought for lcvcling thc last lirncstonc layer (to bc noticcd that all rnatc1ials 
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invcntoricd as originating rrom Swfacer!oo3 come from fil l ing carth, with thc abovc-mcntioned 
items on thc pavemcnt) . 

Metal itcms arc just as scarcc: onc iron clip (possibly dcriving rrom a prc-cxisting housc), 
one lead cast itcm (o. u.) that wc could nat relate to any of thc Dacian arti facts or ingots, 
probably mcant for a foturc alloy for anothcr usc, and onc fragmentat)' bronzc fibula. Only thc 
l ast itcm is relevant to dating thc construction. I t  is about the sp1ing of a scaly ilattcncd fibula, 
with longitudinal channcling in thc middlc, found on thc pavement right ncar thc lui \  pl inth . 
This fibula bclongs to Aurel Rustoiu ' s  l)pe 4 (Orlea-Maglavit) and it scts a perfect analogy at 
Kostolac.  This typc is datcd particularly in thc first half of the 1 st ccntury B .D„ in a relative 
chronology as "thc link bctwccn B2-C Latene-typc items and rhombic-shicldcd libulas". 
F011unatcly thc li bula on Tipia Onncnişului al lows dating back to thc bcginning or thc sanctuary 
somctimc during Burcbista ' s  mastcry. lts ccasing to lunction is tightly conncctcd to thc Romans 
conquc1ing Dacia, following its ÎITcparablc dcstruction in thc sixth and scvcnth dccadcs or thc 
20111 ccntu1y. 

The sanctuary with limestone columns basement ( Fig. 1 /3 ;  5-6) 
This sanctuary was built up betwccn thc castlc 's  gatc and thc sanctuat)' with vulcano tu fa 

plints, a place which occupics 28 m from thc platcau's lcngth (fig. 1 /3 ;  lig .  5-sccond phasc ; lig .  
6-last phasc and B platfonn) . 

Intcrcsting was thc pl ints an-angcmcnt, opcration which adoptcd solutions duc thc 
conditions offcrcd by thc infrastructurc. So, for thc pl int supcrposcd thc burncd dwclling in 
Sv1oo4 , was made an alveolar foundation or big limcstone block bound togcthcr with clay, with a 
brcadth (hcight) or 35  cm and a diamctcr or 1 ,25 m.  

Thc foundation has  an alveolar shapc alsa on thc uppcr sidc, thc slopc to its ccntcr bcing 
crcatcd by in anglc scttling thc limcstonc slabs. Thcir unbuticd cnds constituting thcmsclvcs a 
"pl int ' ,  a few cm highcr than thc sutrnunding pavcmcnt. Jn thc uppcr alveola was again pul cm1h 
in which thc plint was ' 'thrust". This tcrn1 is complctcly justi licd bccausc, such as in casc or tufa 
plints, thc limestonc plints had thc inferior cdgc proccsscd in such way in an anglc that assurcs 
thc asscmbly with thc suppm1. Identica[ shapc and dimensions had thc ncighbourcd plint ' s  
foundation, situatcd to thc tcITacc alsa in thc pc1imctcr of thc dwclling, but i t  i s  a littlc bit highcr 
(40 cm) . 

This alveolar stane foundations arc characte1istic only for thc sanctuarics from Tipia 
Onncnişului, substructions madc or stane and carth, inclusive (but occuracc) with thcir brcadth, 
wcrc long tirnc aga known in more placcs, oilcn rctaining thc sirnil itude with thc sanctuary V 
frorn Grădiştea Muncelului (Crişan 1 986, p. 1 89). Instcad, on thc pl ints plantcd in placcs in 
which thc organizing of thc platfonn was madc by ovcrcovcring lays or stane and clay, thc 
alveolar substructurc bccomcs usclcss, from its anatomy rcmaining only thc concavity in which 
thc -plint was scttlcd (ring bascmcnt) . 

Thc fi.rst aITangcmcnt with pl ints and plint suppm1s is situatcd 20 m from thc nm1h-wcstcrn 
wal\ of thc baITack and 9 m (in thc samc dircction) from thc gale. 

In this casc, tha sanctuary occupicd only thc part of thc platcau l i llcd with local stane and 
cm1h . Jn thc samc timc thc surfacc madc of lcvclcd stane was dcstincd to thc communication 
bctwccn thc Jang cxtrcmitics of thc prccincts. So wc havc a first plan with 6 X 4 plints, with thc 
long front on dircction NE-SW (50°) aITangcd bctwccn thc prccincts wall on thc south sidc and 
thc row of g1intstonc slabs found in more scctions, a1Tangcd alsa on dircction NW-SE.  

This vcrsion, cvcn if  i t  i s  nat tota lly sustaincd with construction clcmcnts, can nat bc  takcn 
oul of discussion . Considcring it as a only limcstonc sanctua1y wil l  bc in contradiction with at 
lcast threc rcalitics ovcr which wc can 't trcspass: thc stane box and plint suppm1s from Sm1199'h 
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thc "unlincd-up" supports rrom S1 1 1 _\' I IFrno 1 and the prescnce of doublc circle-supports, from 
which onc or thcm (thc oldcr oncs) penetrate bclow the split plints which naturally bclong to a 
recent phasc; in this way is cxplaincd thc distance of 2,40 m bctwecn two pl ints. In this situation 
, thc sanctuary, in thc first phasc rcconstructiblc as a plan, with a distancc of 2 ,40 m betwcen 
pl ints on thc shot1 row and 1 ,90 m on the long row, micntated NE-SW, had approximate thc 
dimcnsion or 1 3  x 9 m. Aftcrwards thc platfonn was brightencd with almost 3 m and prolongcd 
to NW with 1 O m, to pcnnit the augmcntcd construction ' s an-angcment, which this time has thc 
long front on dircction NW-SE 320°), with 1 O x 6 plints, with analogy in thc andesit sanctuary 
on thc Tenace X from Grădiştea Muncelului (Teodorescu 1 929, p. 28 1 ;  Daicoviciu 1 972, p.  
206,  21  O; C1işan 1 986, p .  1 88) .  

Its dimensions of approxirnate 22 x 1 1 ,50- 1 2 rn are hannonious pul into the platfom1 of 28 
x 1 3  rn bctwccn thc gale and the sanctuary with tufa plints, betwccn Terrace I and the oftcn 
mcntioncd gritstonc slabs row.  V CI)' irnp011ant is the fact that the first row or six plints to SE 
(gale) in  o ld shapc rcmaincd on place, in  both phascs; thc ncw long rows (sccond phase) starting 
from hcrc to NW till thc vulcano tufa sanctuary, "framing" thc stane box, prove in this scnse 
bcing thc plint suppot1s in its proxirnity. In this phasc, the distance betwcen thc plints on thc 
long row cxtcndcd to 2,70 m. Thc spacc betwecn thc new sanctuary and the basalt plints in 
proximity of thc precipicc hcld its dcstination had during thc sanctuat)' with 6 x 4 plints, namcly 
thc communication bctwccn thc sarnc cxtrcrnitics of the platcau. The distancc bctwccn the plints 
on thc shot1 row rcmains thc sarnc as in thc first phasc. 

So as just a rti1111ed, thc only pl int row which rcmaincd on place in both vcrsions is  the one 
from SE (gale) with six picccs . So it can bc affinncd that in thc first rcconstructiblc phase, the 
sanctuai)' had 7 x 6 or 6 x 6 pl ints on row similar to thc alignrncnts J l l  and IV frorn Costeşti 
(Daicoviciu 1 972, apud Teodorescu, loc . cit). This version is rcally luring and must not bc Jet 
appart, cvcn if it can not bc sustaincd by indoubtablc argumcnts. Wc precise that in that case a 
nurnbcr or pl int supports ( livc or six on a surfacc of 1 50 1112) rcrnain outsidc thc sanctua1)' ' s  
plans. l t  's  possiblc that, thc circ Ic suppm1s bclow thc actual pl ints bclong to  this, situation in 
which thc row on dircction NE-SW moves 5-7° to N. So we can spcak about at !cast three 
phascs of thc sanctum)' with limcstonc al ignarncnts. Thc oldcst can be irnpossiblc reconstructed, 
situation in which rcconstructiblc bccornc thosc frorn phasc II and I I I . 

An unusual prcscncc in thc sanctua1)''s  architecturc in thc last phasc is thc stane box at thc 
north-wcst cnd, situatcd at hal r distancc or thc cdifics brcadth. Situatcd at a distancc of 3 ,85 m to 
thc platfonns cdgc, thc "cist" is rnadc or limcstonc slabs with edgcs smallcr than 40 cm. 
Probably rectangular in antiquity, thc box has now the shape of lcttcr "U", with opcning to the 
tcnaccs . lt was bui ld simultancously with the platfonn's  pavcment anangcmcnt, thc s labs being 
23 cm implantcd in this ( dcpth mcasurcd in its interior). Thc supc1ior quotc of thc kcrbs is  1 3-
1 5  cm highcr than the pavcmcnt. l t  has dimcnsions: 1 ,  1 5  x 0,85 m .  

In  thc givcn situation wc  arc inclincd to belicve that this stane box can bc  considercd a 
sanctum)''s  piccc and, probably, thc "storchousc" of thc oiTerings brought to the belovcd God. 

lmprobablc is thc using of thc box as a support or "storagc" of thc "carved face" of the 
protector God, literat)' unattestcd practice. This practice wasn 't cvcn archeological attested in 
thc Dacian-Gctics sanctmics, in contrat)' to thc situation from Celtic and Gennanic world 
(Pârvan 1 926, p. 722 ; Eliadc 1 980, p. 3 1 -80; 1 986, p. 1 36 ;  Berciu 1 970, p. 1 89). 

Thc ncarcst anallogy, inclusiv the rituals, wc sec in thc "stane mass" with dimcnsions 2, 1 5  
x 1 ,  1 5  m from thc ccntcr of thc Dacian circular sanctuary from Feţele Albe, cven if  Hadrian 
Daicoviciu didn 't proposc any utility of this .  A rcmcmbcring of the image from thcrc, doublcd 
by thc cardul reading or  thc affim1ation : "cxccption makes only a limcstonc slab, settled in 
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stripc, 5 1  cm long and 7 cm thick, which closcs to WNW the stonc surfacc .Thc conncct betwcen 
this slab and thc stonc mass is not singular becausc thcy arc dcpartcd by an empty spacc of 
approxirnatc 40 cm" (Daicoviciu l 972a, p .  69; Daicoviciu, Glodariu 1 969, p .  1 65 ;  Glodariu 
1 995, p. 1 1 9- 1 34). 

lt is to prcsumc that in both phascs thc sanctuaiy was dcdicated to thc samc God, whosc 
namc wc don 't know but who dcmands sacri ticcs. This aftinnation can be argued by the iron 
hooks discovcrcd on thc pavcmcnt in thc scctions from thc year 2003, pieces which have 
analogics also in othcr cult houscs (Daicoviciu 1 954, pi. X/5 ,  1 7 ; Glodariu, I aroslavschi 1 979). 

Surprising, as in thc case or thc vulcano tufa sanctuary, is  the absence of any archcological 
marks, which could sustain thc cxistcnce of a pcrimctcr building or belonging the edifice itself, 
with or without roof. 

lnstcad, anothcr archcological rcality is considcrcd rare: during the dai ly uscd hand madc 
vcsscls ,  only a fcw and bclonging to thc older living levei, split on place or gained to piles 
bcforc an-angcmcnt of thc prccincts arc found only bclow thc last stane layer of thc pavcment, 
cxactly on thc surfacc or thc sanctuaiy from thc last phasc, wcrc thousands or fragments or  
whccl madc vcsscls, rrom thcir rcpc11oirc practicai not missing any, in  houschold used, vessel or 
luxury pot. Thc unusual appcars in, at !cast two dctai ls, both with same importancc: "their 
sccding" cxclusivcly insidc thc sanctuarics pcrimctcr and their total framing into thc household 
invcntory, but not in thc 1itual onc. Wc think that wc havc to do with a iitual buming and 
spl itting by thc Dacians, action known and practiccd also by the Celts .  A convincing cxample is 
o ffcrcd, to givc only onc cxamplc, by thc sanctuaiy from Lcbcnice, in Central Moravia (Rybova, 
Bohumi l 1 962, cr. Bcrciu 1 970, p. 205; W. Krămcr 1 966, p. 1 1 1  ). Thc affi liation of the vessels 
to thc catcgory cxcludcs thc possibi lity that in them wcrc burncd offcrings . Plausiblc scems to 
bc alsa thcir bringing in thc sanctuary with that thc picces wi l l  be protcctcd by the same Gods. 
But -this action is cxcludcd by thc rcality : cvc1ywhcrc thc Dacians cmpticd thc sanctuarics of any 
invcntory which could foi i  in thc cncmics hands and also thc fact that thc vcsscls wcre brought 
split, situation in which wc can not spcak about thcir physical saving. Ali thc ceramic types can 
bc inc ludcd in thc cl ass or  "luxu1y vcsscl s", which surcly bclong to thc local magnatcs, pricsts 
or laymcn. Thc act itscl L thc 1itual or splitting, burning and sprcading (or dcposition) of thc 
vcsscls is  not uniquc in preroman Dacia, similar cascs wcrc known at Conteşti , Cetăţeni and 
Cârlomăncşti, prccising that thcrc to thc God wcrc brought alsa othcr o i'fcrings (tools, jcwclery 
a .s .o . )  which don 't rcach in sanctuaiics but in sacrcd placcs. Sometimcs this function was 
rul li l lcd by thc stakc (in Cetăţeni whcrc the vcsscls rcmaincd on place) (Vulpe, Popescu 1 976, p. 
2 1 7-226; Babeş 1 988 ,  p .  3-32; 1 977, p .  34 1 ;  Ctişan 1 986, p. 285) .  Also thc including of the 
offcring vcsscls in thc "luxu1y" class has analogy at Ciolăneştii din Dea l, whcrc they are 
dcpositcd in a wcll (Petrescu-Dâmboviţa 1 974, p. 285-299). 

Thc rcscarching or thc sanctua1ics with plints madc or vulcano tufa or limes tone lead us to 
thc conclusion that al! wcrc lunctioning at thc samc timc in the grcatest part of this period. Wc 
can not estimate thc antc1iority of onc or thcm. Thc conclusions dctachcd from thc rcsearch 
workings from Grădiştea Muncelului , in scnsc that the sanctuaiics with limcstone plints 
prcccdcd thosc with plints madc or vulcano tu fa, wc don' t  think to bc obligatmy valuable also 
for Tipia Om1cnişului . Contra1y, thc raising or thc prccincts with over I m, dming thc building 
or thc limcslonc sanctuaiy, comparative to thc quotc or thc neighbouring pavcmcnt of the 
sanctuaiy with vulcano tufa plints, makcs plausiblc thc postc1iority of thc iirst. An explication 
can bc thc fact that, unlikc thc Orăştie mountains and nat only, tufa was for the Racoş Dacians a 
local material ,  common and pcm1ancntly rcachablc. From hcre it was sprcad to thc most places 
of Dacia, iirst for thc manufacturing or g1indcrs unfailing in Dacian houscholding. 
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Unlikc thc situation in othcr Dacian scttlcmcnts, thc bcginning of both thc sanctuarics from 
Tipia Onncnişului, can bc rclativcly datcd with thc help or thc discovcrcd broachcs, 
charactcristic for thc middlc of thc I -st ccntury bcforc Ch1ist, or, largcr, during Bure bi sta ' s  
mastcry. Thcir cnd occmTcd simultaneous and in  thc samc way as thc othcr edi iics, during thc 
roman conqucst, cvcn i r thcy kncw more phascs. 

Whcn thcy wcrc rcmade and what wcrc thc rcasons for thcir dcstrnction during or onc and a 
half century, wc don 't know, though we can not takc oul of discussion thc "scccssion" or  Dacia 
aftcr Burcbista' s  dcath or thc town work during thc mastcry of Dcccbal-Diurpaneus. Vcry 
plausiblc is al so thc "dcmand" or this place from thc position or a fonncr „rcligious rcsidcncc" 
of a forcrunncr of thc unifying king. But, after al l ,  thc rcmaking or repairing of this kind of 
cdiiics must not  bc di ffcrcntiatc from othcrs and without foi i conditioncd by historical cvcnts or 
pcrsonalities, mast of thcm "natural ly"dcgradcd in timc, so as thc civi l .  Onc and thc othcr could 
havc known more bui lding phascs (Gloda1iu 1 996, p .  226-227;  Crişan 1 975, p .  347; 1 986, p. 
1 88) .  hnp011ant and dclining for thc general attributc of Tipia rcmain thcir functionality through 
1 50 ycars, includcd in thc uni lat)' state or in onc or thc pre - or postburcbista "kingdoms" and 
that rrom topographic point or vicw thcy arc situatcd intra muros, so as thc "Alignmcnt I I I "  from 
Costeşti which is intra vallum (Daicoviciu 1 972, p. 205). In casc of Tipia Onncnişului wc havc 
not a singular sancluat)' but a rcal ly sacrcd zone, spccially anangcd and which occupics thc 
grcatcst part of thc prccincts, aspect about which wc will rcturn. Ti ll thcn wc advancc thc idea 
that in casc or Tipia Om1cnişului, rrom a ccrtain date, thc tcm1 or a sacrcd prccincts must not bc 
rcsllictcd to thc platcau, but to thc wholc hil l .  

Other buildings with religious f unction situated in the precincts 
On the upper platcau arc other buildings with big dimcnsions which bclong to the class or  

rcligious bui ldings. Thc bui ldings arc alsa situatcd a l  thc n011h-wcstcm cnd or  thc platcau 
bctwccn thc vulcano tufa sanctuary and the prccipiccs from NW and NE. Thcy wcrc not 
idcntiiicd in scction 1 1 1 1 1 981 bccausc this passcd thc pai1 from which werc prclcvatcd matcrials for 
thc "topographical points" mcasured by thc arn1y in thc sixtics and scvcntics or thc XX-th 
century. 

Important spcci fications wcrc madc alsa in thc year 2003, spcci lications which refer to thc 
buildings plan and oricntation and on othcr sidc thcir dimcnsions and succcssion. 

Concluding wc can say that in the 9 ycars or rcscarching (it ' s  truc with intcnuptions) wcrc 
gaincd cnough in fonnation bascd on which wc can sustain that the bui ldings function wasn 't  a 
lay onc. 

The complex circular sanctuary from the precincts 
Thc bcst hcld part or this building was uncovcrcd in thc zone ncar thc vulcano tufa 

sanctuary, zone which, grosso modo, rcpresents approximatcly halr or its plan (Fig. 1 /5). Sarnc 
as in casc of thc sanctuary frorn thc tenaccs, wc spcak about thrcc "concentric" bui ldings alsa 
conceivcd in dcsccnding stcps from thc ccnter to thc cdgc. Thc idcnti lication of thc monument 
and thc establishing or its dimcnsions wcrc madc bascd on thc cnvironing platfonn-pavcmcnt, 
on thc foundation or thc intenncdiary building and on thc ruins or thc "central" building. 

a, Thc exterior "building". Wc speak about a surfacc with thc sizc of an arc, pavcd with 
local limcstone stoncs with smallcr dimcnsion than thc rest or thc prccincts, pavcmcnt from 
which bctter hcld arc two surfaccs to thc tenace (S) .  With a lowcr quotc, with 20-25 cm, than 
the slabs from thc circular foundation. Thc pavcmcnt has now a brcadth bctwcen 1 ,25 and 1 ,50 
m duc to the dcvastations. Natural should be that it has  an exterior kcrb, which wasn ' t  obscrvcd, 
thc stoncs situatcd on an adcquate distancc to bc considcrcd a kcrb bcing not conclusive. 
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Wc can not exclude a kcrb madc of wood planks, such a building, wcl l conscrvcd bcing 
situatcd at thc foot of thc stane tower ncar thc batTack. The two surfaccs could bc discusscd as 
acccss places, unsustaincd assumption by a convincing argument, but which also can not bc 
apri01i refuscd. 

Without introducing in our calculation thc possiblc kerb, thc cxte1ior diamctcr or this 
pavcmcnt, which in fact rcprcscnts thc maximum built diamcter, is of 1 4- 1 4,50 m, with almost 5 
m smaller than thc onc of thc sanctua1y from thc ten-ace. I t ' s  ve1y possible that is was covcrcd 
by an cave, simi lar with that from Dolincan (Smirnova 1 976, p. 309-3 1 6) or othcr placcs. 

b .  The intermediai)' building. Rctrcat to the enscmble ccntcr at a distance cqual with thc 
breadth or thc cnvironing pavcmcnt ( 1 ,25- 1 ,50 m), the intcnnediary bui lding is rcprcscntcd by a 
segment of a "circular" stane foundation. "Circular" is a generic cxprcssion, thc evident 
movcmcnt of somc stoncs not pcrn1itting spcci fications about a configuration which wc sec 
more than a polygonal onc, first, bccausc or thc unusual dimcnsions or thc bui lding, but also 
through thc analogy with thc exterior building or thc sanctumy from TctTacc IV. Thc foundation 
is madc or white l imcstonc slabs whosc sidcs rarcly cxcccd 50 cm, mTangcd thc most part or thc 
routc on onc row, a doubling bcing obscrvcd only on thc south-cast sidc, without finding a 
plausiblc cxplanation. Thc slabs are pul on an cmth layer with a thickncss rcquircd by thc native 
rock lcvcl, thc only points in which thcy havc as supp01t othcr stoncs bcing thc placcs in which 
thc cnds or thc walls or thc rectangular building is covcrcd. The foundation î s  kcpt on a lcngth 
or  1 8 ,50 m, to thc sanctuary with vulcano tufa plints. Thc sparcly prcscncc or  cole and soldc1ing 
or burncd wall makcs a rull wall lcss probablc, plausiblc sccms to bc a row or vc1tical pil lars 
madc or wood planks pul on slabs. lt is to admit thc missing of columns (pi l lars for a common 
"cupola") complctcly covcrcd bcing only thc central bui lding, on thc slabs bcing instal lcd a 
circular or modular rai ling, a tlcr thc model proposcd by D.  Antonescu ( 1 984, p. 54); an 
argument in this scnsc can bc thc abscncc or nails and spikcs. In both cascs thc light for thc 
central bui lding was assurcd. 

Thc diamctcr or this segment or thc circular foundation, dcfonncd in timc by thc moving or 
thc Stones, is or approximatcly 1 3  m.  

C .  Central building. In thc interior or this circular plan arc found rcsts or  a stonc platfonn 
highcr with 20-25 cm than thc pavcmcnt or  thc intcnncdiary bui lding (C1işan 1 978, p. 38) .  
Bccausc or  thc dismantl ing or a good part or i t ,  in antiquity or recent, i t  can not bc spcciiicd i f  
wc havc to do with it ' s  aJTangcmcnt in thc asscmbly ' s  ccntcr, positioning which i s  not cvcn 
cstablishcd at thc sanctumy from thc tcJTace or at thc Great Sanctumy from Grădiştea 
Muncelului, dctail which sccms not to bc lcss important, now bcing known thrcc cdi Cics with 
such an "architectural vice" . On this platfonn and anound it was found an important quantity or 
wal l  soldc1ing rcddcn by fire, unlikc thc rest or thc surlacc, ti l l  thc circular foundation, whcrc 
thc soldcring, so as sa id, appcar as a pigmcntation . 

From hcrc was concludcd that in thc central pmt or this "complex" cxistcd a room with 
trel ls work clcvation with a substructurc which dctachcd it, through its hcight, from thc 
sunounding pavcrnent. Unhappyly, thc NE sidc or the pavcmcnt docsn 't exist anyrnorc. 

Wc can apprcciatc that thc room's  sidcs, li·om thc platfonn, had a lcngth or approximatc ly 
6,50-7 m .  Wc think that thc building's plan is rectangular, cvcn i r thc kcrb ' s  cdgc, detc1ioratcd 
in timc, suggcst a circular plan. Wc usc as sustaining point somc scgmcnts or foundation -
alignmcnts, from which two wcrc obscrvcd dming thc 2003 campaign. 

From thc horizontal bcams, mTanged on this, riscd thc wood walls stickcd togcthcr with 
clay sustaining thc roor  madc probably or shinglc. 
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So as prcciscd, through S1 1 996 was cstablishcd that approximatcly in thc ccntcr of the 
csscmbly cxi stcd a !irc instal lation vcry cicar outlincd at only 30 cm bclow thc actual walking 
levcl. All arround was found soldcring of burncd wall with a brcadth of 35 cm in thc middlc, 
sprcad oul on a ray ovcr 1 ,25 m.  Rcpcatcangly claycd (painted) at thc upper sidc, the hcarth was 
ananged on a pcdcstal basc rnadc or limcstonc in the room's  !loor, highcr than this also with 
20-25 cm. lt ' s  markcd by a kcrb madc or limcstonc and rivcr stones, thc last or them rare on the 
Tipic, not biggcr than 1 5  cm, organizcd in a rectangular bordcr with thc sidcs of 1 ,30 x 1 ,50 m 
(almost identica) with that from the big circular sanctuary from Grădiştea Muncelului which has 
1 ,35-1 ,50 m (Daicoviciu 1 972, p. 240). 

Not far from thc hcmth, mixcd with thc wall bum, werc found two clamps madc of iron, too 
small to bc uscd for thc wood joining, instcad good as rut and l imitator for the bolt. Their 
discovcring place docsn 't  rcprcscnt a sign or the cntrance placcmcnt (but confinn the door' s 
prcscncc), which wc arc inclincd to place on thc wall-line to thc prccincts. 

A rcconstruction try leads to thc imagc or a room with entrance from the prccincts (south­
cast), built on a platfonn which dominate through i ts height thc rest or the asscmbly, with long 
walls oricntatcd NW-SE.  Thc light problem (so as that or the smoke evacuation) surcly cnjoyed 
a di ffcrcnt solution than thc usual dwcl lings, windows couldn ' t  dcptivc. Constructive, thc 
tcrracc sanctuary is csscntially not di ffcrcnt from thc now discusscd edific, the di ffcrcnce bcing 
thc material of which thc intcnncdiary bui lding is realized (white, smooth, vulcano tufa) and the 
care with which it was !inishcd. Actual ly, thc most agrccd cxprcssion for thcir similitude or the 
two monumcnts should bc thcir assignmcnt to the same architcct. 

A special attcntion dcscrvcs thc hcarth from thc central room which through its 
incorporation in thc !loor, plan, bui lding material and ovcnising of thc kcrbs in compatison with 
thc material richncss to othcr dwclling hcmts, cspccially vcsscls ,  boncs or other household rests .  

As long as thc cxistcncc or an absid - or an othcr hcarth i s  not provcd, wc consider that it 
can rcprcscnt thc altar on which wcrc madc thc titual acts. This casc i s  far to bc singular, the 
samc role bcing att1ibutcd to thc hca1th and special stane buildings rccordcd till now in 
sanctuarics, somc or thcm mcntioncd in thc antc1ior pages. Thc corrcct naming wc think to be 
hcmth-altar, similar with thosc from Sarmisegetuza Regia and Pecica. 

Looking to thc runction or cach compartmcnt or thc bui lding, thc di ffcrencc to the sanctuary 
from thc tctTaccs is thc prcscncc or thc hcarth-altar in thc edi fic from thc plateau, what can mcan 
that thcrc took place o ffcrings which wc don ' t  know but rrom whosc rows wc can not el iminate 
thc puti fication. lt is possiblc that hcrc wcrc burned offcrings which a ftcrwards were deposed in 
othcr sacrcd bui ldings on thc hi l l .  

Relevant for thc including in thc catcgot)' or rcligious edi fies scem us from bcginning and 
in !irst row thc povcrty or thc invcntory from almost thc wholc interior surfacc, cvacuatcd 
bcforc thc roman attack. 

Thc povcrty or almost total abscncc or domestic vcstigcs docsn 't constitutc the only 
argument, dctcnnining thc bui lding including in the row of sanctuaiies. lt must be rctaincd only 
as a supplemcntary proving founding. Decisive are thc common points which thc recent 
discovct)' has with thc till known monumcnts. That ' s  why, to sustain our affirn1ation wc appcal 
to thc architectural vocahulm)' general common for all sanctuarics and, bccause we think it i s  
decisive, to  that or thc complex circular sanctuarics, lcaving outsidc our discussion thc buildings 
from Feţele Albe, Rudele, Pustiosu and Mclcia (Glodariu 1 976, p .  249), about which doesn ' t  
exist any conscnsc but which wc consider to  bc also sacrcd cdi !ics, cvcn i f  thcir plans are not 
integral coincident, not bcing madc " a ftcr good cstablishcd canons (Horedt 1 973,  p .  303; Babeş 
1 974, p. 23; Antonescu 1 977, p .  90; 1 978,  p. 53 ;  1 984, p. 80; Vulpe 1 976, p .  1 0 1  and ncxt) . This 
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prcci sing limits thc numbcr or analogics to two sanctuarics, thc only known. Thc Great Circular 
Sanctua1y Crom Sarmizegetusa Regia (Teodorescu 1 930- 1 93 1 ,  p. 60-62; Daicoviciu 1 95 1 ,  p .  
1 1 3 - 1 1 7 ; 1 952, p. 283-287;  1 960, p. 234-252;  1 972, p .  234; Crişan 1 986, p. 200) and thc oftcn 
mcntioncd sanctuary from thc tcnaccs on Tipia Onncnişului (Glodariu, Costea 1 99 1 ,  p. 2 1 -40). 
How both arc wcl lknown, wc rcmcmbcr only thc plan di ffcrcnce of thc central buildings and thc 
unsurc cxistcncc of an absid in the casc of thc now discussed edi fic, evcn i f  it had not to be 
cxcludcd. 

Thc oricntation is in all thrcc cascs almost thc samc; NNW-SSE. Practicai identica! are thc 
stonc hcarths, claycd on their surlacc, inclusive, but fortuitous, as substructure and dirnensions 
vc1y ncar ( 1 ,35  x 1 ,50 m at Grădiştea Muncelului 1 ,30 x 1 ,50 m at Tipic). An othcr common 
clement, this timc for al l  thrcc, is thc incxistcncc, or at !cast thc unobligativity of thc existencc 
of rull walls at thc cxtc1ior buildings, valuablc linding also for somc simple circular sanctuarics 
(Daicoviciu, Apulum, 9, p. 259). Decisive arc othcr clcmcnts, thc plan ' s  morphology, oricntation 
or thc central buildings and abscncc of specific lay invcntmy. To this wc without fail must make 
thc spcci lication that it is  hard to admit that two cdi lics, practicai identica!, situatcd in the sarne 
scttlemcnt, onc to havc rcl igious and thc othcr lay functions .  Thc fact that onc is extra muros and 
thc othcr in thc prccincts (which in fact is a platcau) docsn ' t  rcprcscnt an cxclusivity ,  the casc 
bcing not singular and dclining a ccrtain qual ity of thc hi l i .  A ITinning in an othcr time that we 
can not spcak about a rcligious edific but about thc dwcl ling or a local magnate, maybc even a 
pricst ( so as wc ourscl r a lfo1ncd bcforc linishing thc rcscarchcs (Costea 2002 , p. 1 96 ;  2004, p .  
1 1 6) wc now make thc duc rccti lication, possible at thc cnd of thc rcscarchcs) . 

Thc mcntioncd simi litudcs, but spccially thc fact that now in Dacia are known three 
complex circular buildings (two or thcm on Tipia Onncnişului), rcprcscnts anothcr argument for 
inc luding thcm to thc sanctuaiics. Also, in thc givcn situation is also suggcstcd thc dircction of 
scnding thc plan which isn ' t  anymorc cc11ain to havc is lirst typc at Grădiştea Muncelului. The 
situation is pcrfcctly includcd in thc c1itcrion J cstablishcd by Carstcns Colpc for sanctuary ' s  
considcring, thc rcpctition catcgory (rcpcatcd typcs of sanctuarics) (Colpc 1 970, p . 1 8- 1 9, apud 
Conovici, Trohani, 1 988 ,  p. 205 and note 3),  so as in thosc which usc as critcria thc placemcnt, 
oricntation, association with othcr buildings or clcmcnts cult boundcd (includcd in a sacrcd 
prccincts ) .  

Thc critc1ia, ccrtain for Tipia Onncnişului, wc think that they can bc applicd also to the 
bui ldings from Feţele Albe, Rudele, Mclcia, Pustiosu. 

A tcnn dating or thc building is not possiblc, not bcni lying or a help - inventory in this 
scnsc (brochcs, coins, a .s .o .) cxccpting ccramics. On this basc, discovcrcd in the uppcr part or  
thc carth ti l ling and bctwccn thc stoncs uscd for tcITacing, and also through thc "storehouse" for 
vcsscls antc1ior mcntioncd, wc can say that its building beginning in the lirst dccadcs of the 1 -st 
ccntury BC. Js thc most plausiblc, cvcn ir somc ceramic types from the "storchouse" are 
cc11ainly oldcr, considered as "Hallstatt tradition" and could lowcr the moment to thc end of thc 
prcvious ccntu1y, as in Pecica (Crişan 1 986, p .  1 06). It is  possible to have suffcred repeated 
rcmakings, thc burnt one during the roman conqucst being the last. 

Othcr two problems sccm to us to bc imp011ant bound to this edi fic: thc placcmcnt ncxt to 
thc quadrilatcr sanctuary madc of vulcano tufa (approximatcly 4 m) and its dcstroying in a 
moment which was nat tao far bcforc thc roman conqucst, so as it results from thc fact that the 
rest or thc burning wcrc nat rcmovcd or covcrcd with pavcrncnt, so as it was procceded when 
thc bui lding now in discussion supcrposcd thc rectangular one . The lirst aspect plcads for the 
parallel functioning of two cdi lics dcdicated to thc sarnc numbcr of Gods with di 1Tcrcnt 
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attributions. Afl.cr all ,  thc situation is not di lTercnt to that from Sarmizegetusa Regia, spcci lying 
that thcir distanccs betwecn sanctuarics or di ffcrcnt typcs arc biggcr. 

We think alsa to anothcr cxplanation of its Cunctioning parallcl with thc othcr sanctuarics: 
usc as stakc place, o lTcrings a . s.o .  for thc othcr cdi fics, situation in which thc discusscd 
sanctuary could bc considcred as their "anncx", thc examplc bcing not singular but illustratcd in 
other cascs through modest buildings, charactcristic for thc lay oncs. 

Rectangular-designed edifice on the plateau 
As noticcd whcn dcsc1ibing thc excavations rclatcd to many scctions from various ycars, 

there wcrc discovcred onc foii  "te1Tacc wal l" and thc southcrn segment of thc circular arc shapcd 
basis belonging to thc prcvious sanctuary. Thc first clement was approximatcly I 111 away from 
thc central construction and thc archcd basis 3 m away from thc southcrn wall of thc samc 
structurc. Thc wall is 1 1  111 long with cstimatcd dircction NNW-SSE (320") similar to the long 
vulcanic tuff pl int row in thc nearby sanctuary. Wali basis facing thc prccincts sta11s north­
westwards from its south-castcrn end, in an angle Iargcr than 90'' today, probably duc to 
compaction throughout the ycars . It is cuncntly oricntcd NE-SW (50''), it maintains its 
cornpactncss for a 6 rn 1ength, bcginning from thc corner and continuing "thinncr" for anothcr 4 
m .  Wc do not know ir it  cxtcndcd to thc prccipicc in thc ancicnt tirncs or it stoppcd at its 1 O 111 , 
sincc thc tlattencd rock rnadc any basis pointlcss. Disparate slabs found bctwccn this wall and 
the NW precipicc cannot bc assirnilatcd to any plan with four wcl l-dcfincd walls . In this casc, 
a lthough thc edi fice was cc11ainly large sizcd, wc nccd to bcar in mind only thc fact that two or  
its sidcs wcrc minimum 1 1  rn, and 1 O m  long, mast Iikcly just likc thcir "pair". 

Both wall bascs arc fonncd or whitc limcstonc slabs "scalcd" with ophiolitc, with thc usc or  
Dacian vulcanic tuff grindcr in  thc 1 1 -m onc. Thc whole I 0-m segment is madc or a singlc 
course set on a clay bcd, whilc "the tenace wall" prcscrvcs from 1 to 5 slab laycrs. Thcir 
numbcr is gradually incrcasing from thc insidc to thc platcau cdgc whcrc thc lirst coursc is 
buricd into thc pavcmcnt rclating to thc tuff sanctuary. 

Elevation and rooftop had woodcn framcwork. Wali braiding had bccn clay stu lTcd as 
provcn by thc burnt gluing mixturc preservcd undcr the circular construction pavcmcnt. 

This construction (probably in thc middlc, but di nicult to know for sure with two walls 
rnissing) had a larger hcarth than thc onc in thc ncw phasc, rcddcncd on a 12 cm thickncss; its 
finishing coat was rclatively widcly sprcad, evident in pro li lc Sn999 for almost 3 m long. l t  too 
had bcen set on a ring of local stane, again 20-25 cm up from thc tloor. Givcn thc fact that 
scparation is unidircctional, it is di rticult to estimate i r  thc hcarth was rectangular too or it had 
othcr shapc. l ts dimcnsions arc vct)' largc, ncvcr sccn on any or thc structurcs in thc scttlemcnt 
or othcr sitcs, cxcept for thc bale lircs. This indication is rclatcd to its sh1inc-hcai1h Cunction (or 
bale fire), simi lar to thc casc or  thc circular constrnction on thc samc location . 

State or  invcntory discovcrcd undcrncath thc tloor rcminds or the circular construction : 
domestic pots, although frcqucnt in dwcl lings, arc Ccw and only a pai1 of thcm completable, 
brought by too whcn cvening oul thc arca. Worship and valuablc itcms arc missing. Hcrc too 
ccramics arc thc only gcncrous dating c1itcrion (as in Pecica or othcr placcs ), vcry likcly in thc 
tirst half or thc 2nd century BC. Chronologically and stratigraphically spcaking, this is thc lirst 
rcligious construction in thc n011h-wcstcrn pai1 or  the prccincts that may havc undcrgonc rcpairs 
or rcstorations likc any othcr building. Thc complex circular sanctuat)' had bccn latcr on crcctcd 
on thc samc site . 

From thc vcry bcginning, including thc construction into thc sacrcd edi iicc catcgory 
appearcd to bc di fiicult, cvcn though cvidcncc is not lacking. Thc mast imp011ant picce or 
cvidencc is locating it  on thc samc sidc or thc platcau togcthcr with two more al ignmcnt 
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sanctuarics and onc complex circular. Given their vicinity (a sacred environmcnt) it is very 
doubtCul that two constructions had bccn set up for di ffcrcnt purposcs, civilian or military, but 
their position had becn diffcrcnt and clcarly defincd. 

Rc lcrring to thc two constructions, a similar situation is idcnti ficd in preroman Dacia, as to 
both design and thcir mutual conclation, and thcir cstabli shmcnt within thc prccincts, i .c .  in 
dava at Brad (Ursachi 1 995, p. 62 and pi . 35 1 -352) .  Just likc there, thcy arc positioned in thc 
n011h-westem cnd or  thc platcau. When portraying thc round sanctuary, thc author of  the 
research and monograph asse11s that it mccts severa! phascs. Thc first phasc is thc compresscd 
ycllow soii platfonn, with 1 4  x 8 m sidcs, SSE-WNW dircctcd, likc thc rectangular construction 
on Tipia. Ovcr thc samc clay platfonn, right above it, thc apsc edifice raiscs up in sccond phasc. 
Both structurcs acquirc thc appreciation as "the iirst stage in thc cvolution of Dacian sanctuarics 
rrom thc levei of dava dwcl lings" (Ursachi 1 995, p. 62 and pi. 35 1 -352). Thc third halidom in 
Brad is thc simple sanctuary with an outcr diamctcr of 1 6  m (Ursachi 1 995, p. 62 and pi .  35 1 -
352) .  Thc construction is subscquent to thc others. Thc context, comparablc to the circumstanccs 
on Tipia Onncnişului, iniCrs two rcmarks, both of thcm archcologically (stratigraphical ly) 
substantiatcd: rectangular construc-tions' pri01ity, and mainly thcir progrcssion on thc samc site. 

Thc abovc statement is just as convincing al Brad and Augustin, as thc picturcs indicate no 
architectural or usc iul spaccs betwccn extrcmities of thc two typcs of constructions, not cvcn for 
pcdcshian passagcs. Succcssion of constructions, 1 rithout changing their location, concsponds 
to ack1101dedging this arca insidc thc fortrcss, and all inhabitants in this arca and othcrs would 
consider and respect it as sacrcd throughout its cxistcncc. 

Thc rectangular sanctuary with volcanic tuff column bascs had bccn built bcsidc thcm latcr 
on . 

Conlusions 
To sum up b1icily thc profilc of rcligious cdi ficcs on Tipia Onncnişului, wc come to thc 

conclusion that both catcgorics common in archcological litcraturc and charactcristic to Gcto­
Dacian world mcet herc: circular sanctuaries and alignmenf sanctuaries, thc lattcr with two 
typcs. Thc first typc incorporatcs only thc va1iant of thc complex circular sanctuarics (3 
"concentric" constructions) , displaycd on Traian ' s  Colurnn (scene LXI I) whi lc thc al ignment 
typc rcgistcrs two variants: with column bascs alignmcnts (with volcanic tuff or whitc limcstonc 
pl inths), cxhibitcd too on Traian ' s  Column (sccncs CI J  and CXIII) ,  or with linear foundations 
and continuous walls. Two arc thc complex circular sanctuaries : onc on southcrn tcrraccs, thc 
othcr onc in the precincts . Column bases alignment sanctuaries arc within thc prccincts, and 
cach edi fice (tufa or limcstonc) rccords al !cast two phascs. This fact raiscs thcir numbcr to 
minimum faur, taking into account composition altcration ( for both cascs) and rcdirccting the 
long frontagc (in thc limcstonc casc) . Thc al ignmcnt typc, but with continuous wall basis 
(probably apsc too ) ,  knows only onc piccc, undcr thc complex circular sanctua1y in thc 
precincts. Circular sanctuarics had not pcrccivably undcrgonc rcpairs or rcstorations, although 
likcly and probably numcrous in both cascs. 

Thcrc forc at !cast four stane plint al ignmcnt sanctuarics had bccn built throughout thc ycars 
on Tipia Onncnişului, onc with continuous limcstonc and ophiol itc wall bascs, as wcll as two 
circular sanctua1ies, giving thc lowcst total of scven pieccs .  It may bc wrong to bcl icve thcy 
illnctioncd simultancously ovcr such a long pc1iod of timc. An archcologically cc11i fiablc 
synchronism involvcs only thc la st ph ase of thc stane plint sanctuarics and thc complex circular 
oncs (Costea 2007, p .  1 1 1 , note 1 85), conlirn1ing oncc more Geto-Dacian pcoplc 's  polythcist 
rcligion, con fim1cd for long timc now (Russu 1 944- 1 948 ;  Daicoviciu 1 943- 1 945,  p. 90-94 ; 
Crişan 1 986, p. 356-4 1 2) .  Amang thcsc cdi liccs, only onc is locatcd extra muros, thus lcading to 
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thc conclusion that wc arc witncssing a truc sacred enc/osure on the platcau, cngaging about 
two thirds of its lcngth, and thc cntirc arca to thc lcft sidc of thc cntrancc, on thc oppositc side of  
thc baITacks. 

A singlc comunity, as largc and organizcd as it may havc bccn would not bc ablc to provide 
thc rcquircd Coree for thcsc works, simultancous to biggcr oncs on te1Taccs, but only state power. 
Building achicvcmcnts rccordcd so far in all  Dacia rcprcscnt thc material rcilection of royal 
initiativc togcthcr with thc highcr pricsts, as Strabo mcntions (Strabon, VI I ,  3 ,  5), to 
institutionalizc and secure a state of facts that had happcned bcforchand, in thc 2"d century BC 
Coopcration betwccn Burcbista and Dcccncu rcquircd "de jure acknow-lcdgcment of older de 
facto rcalitics from central rcligious authority" (Vulpe, Popescu 1 972, p .  90; Sîrbu 1 993, p. 1 27;  
1 985 ,  p .  89 and ncxt; Sîrbu, Rustoiu 2002, p .  42 and ncxt; Babeş 1 988 ,  p .  3-32 ;  Costea 2002, p.  
26) . l t  should bc pointcd oul that spiritual transfonnations in thc Dacian socicty, concsponding 
to rcligious ccntcrs, covc1ing largc arcas in Dacia, arc almost perfect match to other two 
archcologically cc1ti iicd historical phcnomcna: Cclts ccasc to exist in Transilvania, and "thc 
bcginning of internai economic development quickly and on a largc scale. Historical evcnts in 
thc first half of thc ncxt ccntury arc nccessari ly attached to this development that involvcs the 
economic support of thc ccntralizcd Dacian state, structurcd undcr Burcbista 's rulc" (Daicoviciu 
1 972, p .  1 8 ; Babeş 1 988 ;  Sîrbu 2006, p .  1 9 1 - 204; Costea, Crişan 2006, p. 5 1 -75 ). 

As alrcady statcd previously, no supcrstrncturc elemcnts or areal constructions havc bcen 
rcfcncd to for any of thc tulT or limcstonc alignmcnt sanctuary. Without further dctails, we 
strongly bclicvc that hal idoms on Tipia Onncnişului arc not too di iTcrcnt than thc imagcs 
architcct Dinu Antonescu suggcsts for each typc under invcstigation, considcring on thc one 
hand domestic architectural vision, and on thc othcr hand cl imatic conditions in Mount Pcrşani ,  
in no way mildcr than in Mount Orăştie (Costea 2006, passim; 2007, p .  57 ,  cf. and Antonescu 
1 984, p. 5 1 -89) . Thcsc vc1y climatic conditions compcl us to rctum bricfly to thc issuc of  
rooiing or open air iUnctioning in  thc casc of alib111mcnt sanctuarics. 

Both of thc abovc-mcntioncd sanctuarics typc prcscrvcd only thcir substructure and pl inths 
to support woodcn co lumns that, in thcir turn, wcrc pa11 of an cnscmblc sustaining rooftop. This 
situation contradicts ful l  wal l  constrnctions, in this case banacks and circular sanctuarics, whcre 
thcsc wall burnt down and col lapscd on thc spot. This situation in no way infcrs al l  year round 
functioning for circular sanctuarics, and for thc al ignmcnt oncs only surnrncr service. Both types 
had clcvation and rooftop, yct varying in construction proccss. This di !Tcrcncc ("column forest" 
for al ignmcnt catcgory, ful l  wall for the othcr) made the iirst oncs easy to dismantle and the 
othcr oncs impossiblc to undcrgo thc samc opcration. Bcaring in mind that war with Traian was 
far from unprcdictablc, Dacians had thc timc to savc rcligious itcms iirst, valuablc objects in 
sanctuaiics (with thc uniquc cxccption of thc gold ring at Pecica that may have bcen "!ost") , and 
in thc small round sanctuaiy at Sarmizegetusa Regia (that may have had laic role judging from 
thc invcntmy found on thc iloor) . Aftcrwards they procccded to dismantling al ignmcnt 
sanctuaiics ' clcvation and burning thc othcrs, with an ovcrall intcntion to save thcm from 
destruction and dcsccration concsponding to scrious prcjudice to thc protective dcity. 
Accordingly wc sec this typc of sanctua1y to havc had clcvation and neccssarily a rooftop, yet 
Daciam· destroyed these constructions before initial wmfare with the Romans for all thc above 
rcasons, as dramatically cngravcd on thc Column on its final pa1ts appointcd to thc sicge of 
Sarmizegetusa (Costea 2007, note 5 1 ;  Glodaiiu, Moga 1 989, p .  56) .  l t  may bc a direct 
conscqucncc of thc trcaty in I 02, forcing thc Dacians, among othcr things, to destroy their 
fortrcsscs, and wc havc thosc sccncs showing Dacians burning thcir interior monuments. 
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No woodcn or stonc lloor has bccn archcologically dctcctcd in any or  the sanctuaries, 
iITcspcctivc or typc; thcir rcplaccmcnt was battercd ca11h with its uppcr lcvcl somewhere up 
along the plinths ' hcight, covcring supporting alveoli in the case or rectangular rooms and stone 
bascs in thc casc or thc others. Such a lloor ncccssmily dcmandcd a roottop as wcl l .  

Wc do not think that a comparison between religious monuments on Tipia Onnenişului and 
the oncs at Grădiştea Muncelului is  stiictly necessary, but it can be useful as long as more and 
more facts substantiatc the existence of scvcral l!oly Mountains and several unknown so far 
centers focusing political and spiritual authority (supra, note 49). CoITect understanding of thc 
significance of monumcnts on Tipia Orn1cnişului, and possible unveil ing more structures in the 
luturc, just as impressive, may lcad to more insightiul knowlcdge of pre-Roman Dacia, without 
dimini shing in any way Sarmizegetusa Regia' s  rank of politica I and spiritual metropolis. 

As far as the Dacian capital is  concemcd, the above statement is true only through state age, 
whereas Tipia Onnenişului cxpcricnccs a longer religious phenomcnon, with an older starting 
point. Jn Augustin-Tipia Onncnişului, a pan-Dacian religious center is bom over a century 
bcfore thc "rel igious reforn1ation" during Burcbista and Deccncu (Russu, op. cit; Daicoviciu 
1 972, p. 204 and next; Crişan 1 975, p .  4 1 6; 1 986,  p. 345 ; Lica 1 980, p .  1 77- 1 82;  Gostar, Lica 
1 984; Babeş 1 988,  loc . cit; Sîrbu 1 993 , passim; Costea 2002, p .  2 1 -46; Vulpe, Popescu 1 970, p. 
90) , wherc royalty, with thc supreme priest ' s  guidancc and acccptance, merely penalizes an 
already sprcad phcnomenon that both institutions havc to accept, but at thc same time they are 
intercsted in it and "make it legal" in order to catch followcrs ' support. Just likc Grădiştea 
Muncelului, on Tipia Onncnişului wc arc facing a focused multitude of sanctuarics, with large 
institutionally structured p1icsthood. As in Sarmizegetusa Regia, or at Rudele and Meleia, The 
l!oly Mountain stands on considcrablc heights, a\though not nccessari ly in order to define it as 
holy. General rescmblancc bctween edi liccs, all lacking figure rcpresentations, treasures or 
offcrings, al low us to unconditionally include Tipia Orn1enişului into the catcgory of  the 
recently mcntioned pan-Dacian religious centers (Sîrbu 2006, p. 27). As compared to the 
othcrs, it is  the resuit of gcncrally spread rituals, acqui1ing rccognition from an extcnded area, 
unlikc thc othcr known "monuments" (prccincts, sacrcd arca, wish wclls etc . )  dcdicated to some 
rcstrictcd tcITitorics, somctimes cvcn just local communitics (Cârlomăncşti, Ciolăneştii din Deal 
etc .) .  Also wc can come across such rcligious centers in thc sheepfolds at Melcia and Rude le, in 
thc permanent d1 1·elfings (o .u .)  on Pustiosu and al Feţele Albe, simi lar in the most plan details 
(plus special conccntration) to complex circular sanctuarics on Tipia Onncnişului (detail that 
raiscs the problem or thcir plan dispcrsion dircction), as wcll as in thc prccincts and halidoms at 
Măgura Moigradului (Macrea, Rusu 1 970, p .  20 1 -229; Matei, Pop 200 1 ,  p .  235-277), 
Pietroasele-Gruiu Dârii (Dupoi, Sîrbu, 200 1 ;  Sîrbu, Matei, Dupoi 2005), Sighişoara-Wietenberg 
(Horcdt, Scraphim 1 97 1 ;  Sîrbu 1 993, p. 98-99) and Sf. Gheorghc-Bedehaza (Horcdt 1 95 1 ,  p. 7-
39; Sîrbu 1 993 , p. 98) etc . ,  dcspitc the fact that thc last two arc diffcrent in bui lding structure, 
composition and signi licancc, likc thc onc in Ori ea (Vulpe 1 976, p. I O  1 - 1 1 1 ; Comşa 1 972, p.  
65-78;  Sîrbu 1 993 , p .  97-98; Conovici, Trohani 1 988 ,  p .  205-2 1 7 ; Sîrbu 1 995,  p .  3 1 3-330) .  I t  
was mandatory for a l l  or  thc above to work according to rigorous hicrarchy, structurcd by 
priesthood and acknowlcdged by royalty, abiding Geto-Dacian polytheistic religion (Sîrbu 2004, 
p .  87). Among their gods, apparcntly Mars and God of Sun must have been primari ly 
worshipped (Costea 2002, p. 26 and next; 2002a, p. 26-4 1 ) .  

As to all thc abovc-mcntioncd centcrs, the pan-Dacian religious center at Augustin-Tipia 
Onncnişului singularizcs by shcltc1ing a considerable amount or religious edifi.ces (seven), with 
only one o r  thcm outside thc platcau, but within thc arca of thc Ho(v Mountain. As appearing 
today, it is a crcation bctwcen rules or Burcbista and Diurpancus-Decebal, with the first 
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changing radically and iITcvcrsibly thc fatc or  this imp011ant strategic and militat)' scttlemcnt 
whcrc a sanctuary location lived for about onc hundrcd ycars, in a centcr of pricsts and mil itarics 
ofiicially and cxclusivcly holding the prerogativcs dcriving from thcir position, proving to havc 
bccn thc foundation or the state institution. 

A first phasc in which wc can spcak about thc cxistencc or rcligious cdi fies on thc acropole 
i s  reprcscnted, vcry probable, by a woodcn bui lding, di flicult to rcbuild know only bascd on two 
pale ditchcs .  lt was fol lowcd by thc rectangular bui lding with continous walls (mayby cvcn with 
absid), both p laced at thc NW cnd of thc mcmmon and bui ld  up bcfore Burcbista ' s  mastcI)', in 
the first half o f the l11d century BC or )atest in thc middlc of it. 

In thc sccond phasc, bcginning with thc first ycars or Burcbista ' s mastc1y, was bui Id up thc 
initial shape, of 1 O x 4 rows of thc sanctuary with al ignamcnt madc or vulcano tufa plints and 
onc o f  thc, in prcscnt, not rcconstructable or thc sanctuary with limcstonc plints. I t ' s  possiblc 
that thcy were preccedcd, not knowing with how many tirnc, by thc circular sanctuary li·om thc 
prccincts, overponcd of thc rectangular bui lding with continous walls. A Iso from thcn, wc think, 
is datcd thc „baITack" standing (may bc with somc rcparcs) ti ll thc Roman conqucst. 

In the timc bctwccn thc mastcrics of Burcbista and Decebal, in which thc zone bclongcdfor 
sure to one of the faur or fivc „kingdoms" postburebista, wc think that it was built thc sccond 
phasc of the sanctumy with 6 x 4 rows of limcstonc plints and thc complex sanctum)' from the 
teITaccs, rcmained alsa in lunction till thc Roman conqucst. 

A last phasc or edi l itar cxpriming of  thc Dacians in thc Olt de fi le  from Racoşul de Jos can 
be rcprcscntcd by the sanctuary with 6 x 3 rows of vulcano tufa plints and by thc fonal phasc o f  
8 x 6 rows, the onc with limcstonc plints. Contcmporar with thcm arc, for sure, thc two big 
cdifics from TeITacc I and, so as mcntioncd, thc complex circulcr sanctuary from thc southcrn 
lcITaccs and thc „baITack". All togcthcr rcprcscnts indubitablc argumcnts about thc cxistcncc on 
Tipic, in thc last ycars or thc Dacia, or a strong and numcrous privi l igcd catcgory, tops or thc 
sacerdotal and militai)' world, rcprcscnting thc state ' s powcr, powcr thcn sinonym with thc 
Kingdom Dacia .  Thc clitcs occpicd alsa thc two big bui ldingrrom Terace I, whosc invcntory 
provcd first o f  all thc quality waniors of thc native . Thcir placcmcnt ncxt to sacrcd prccincts and 
of thc „baITack" insidc thc prccincts, undcrlinc thc natural rclation bctwccn thc waITior and 
sacerdotal elitcs and thc „military sanctuarics", respective with thc „rectangular with column 
alignmcnts" sanctuarics, which „suggcst thc cxistcncc or speci fic mil itmy bclicvcs and 1ituals". 

Ccrtainly, thc abovc-mcntioncd rcligious ccntcrs considcrcd that pan-Dacian cannot bc thc 
only ccntcrs in thc Geto-Dacian tcrritorics .  New rcscarch, mainly c01Tcct and llcxible 
interprctations, unbound to archcological routinc long aga uscd in othcr countrics, can providc 
worthy contribution to knowing thc rcligion of our "domestic" anccstors . For now, thc cxistcncc 
of thc pan-Dacian religious center în Augustin-Tipia Onncnişului should bc kcpt in mind, 
whosc spiritual inilucncc might havc cxtcndcd ovcr south-castcrn Transi lvania and, maybc, ovcr 
a tcnitory cast from thc Oriental Carpathians. Bcginning approximatcly in thc first hal f of thc 
2nd ccnlUI)' BC, for about 1 50 ycars it playcd a direct role in consolidating and obscrving thc 
official rcligion in thc Dacian kingdom that completely absorbcd its institution, aftcr timcs of  
autonomous development. 

Anothcr discussion is nccd for thc „baITack" discovcrcd on Tipia Onncnişului . Wc 
speakabout a bui lding absolutcly idcntical in plan with thosc from Luncani-Piatra Roşie but 8 m 
sh011cr. Thc fact that in wholc preroman Dacia arc known only two buildings or  this type, 
considcrcd „baITacks", but which arc absent from much biggcr f011ifications, justi fics thc 
qucstion it their Cunction c01Tcsponds truly to thc naming given by Constantin Daicoviciu. The 
remark of thc same scientist : „Thc two rooms from the middlc arc not dcprivcd from a little 
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confort and trimming . . .  " is equl with the unprobability that they were destined to the soldiers, 
more natural being their living by the military heads and sacerdots. May be not fortuitous, ib the 
two edifies, at the time of Roman conquest, were the only important houses of food reserves and 
water, noticed in the archeologicak diggings. 

Just like the state, this religious center ceased to exist in 1 06 AD, as all the religious edifices 
here and within it or outside the borders of the future Roman Dacia; this phenomenon resembles 
Gallia and other provinces of the Roman Empire. 
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� O\ LEGENDA 

Tipia Ormenlşului • plan de situaţie 

Limita abrupta · prăpastie 

Conturul teraselor 

1 .  Sanctuarul circular oomplex extramuros 
::-,..: 2. Sanctuarul cu baze da ooloane din tuf vulcanic 
l\"1 3. Sanctuarul cu baze de ooloane din cak:ar 

4. Sanctuarul circular complex din incintă 
5. Edificiul cu plan rectangular 
6. Cazarma 
7. Vetre 
8. Turn 
9. Zid de incinta 

10. Poartă 
1 1 .  Scară 
12. Plattonnă de amenajare a sanctuarului de calcar 
13. Casata de piatră 
14. Plattonne (existente -); (cruţate în stâncă ·--); (posibile - - -). 
15. Locuinl& 
16. Zid de susţinere a terasei 
17. Pavaj de piatră o 18. Lespezi 

Fig. 1 .  Terraces organisation, the upper p lateau and monument's p lacement 
(topographical l ifting by Dan Ştefan, Magdalena Duţescu, Călin Constantin and Mihai Florea) . 
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Fig. 2 .  The complex circular sanctuary from the southem terraces 
(after I. Glodariu, Fl. Costea). 

47 

https://biblioteca-digitala.ro



• 

• • 

• • 
o 

• • 

O Sm 

Fig. 3. Sanctuary with alignment of column base made of vulcano tufa, stage I 
( 1 0  x 4 plint rows, after Fl. Costea 2007). 
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Fig. 4. Sanctuary with alignment of column base made of vulcano tufa, stage II 
(6 x 3 plint rows, after FI .  Costea 2007). 
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Fig. 5 .  Sanctuary with alignment of column base made of limestone, stage II 
(6 x 4 plint rows, after Fl. Costea 2007). 
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Fig. 6. Sanctuary with alignment of column base made of limestone, last stage 
(8 x 6 plint rows, after Fl. Costea 2007). 
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Fig. 7 .  „The Barrack" (after FI .  Costea 2006, 2007). 
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FIGURINES IN THE PRZEWORSK CUL TURE FROM THE EARLY 

ROMAN PERIOD FROM THE TERRITORY OF POLAND 

lwona Florkiewicz (Rzeszow - Poland) 

Key-words: figurincs; Przcworsk culturc; carly Roman pc1iod; Poland; Geto-Dacian 

Thc figural rclics do not constitutc frcqucnt findings in the arca of thc Przcworsk cui turc. 
lt may bc thc rcason why thcy havc not bccn comprehcnsivcly rcscarchcd. Although thcy wcrc 
somctimcs takcn into considcration, thcy wcrc usually trcatcd as a thing of minor importancc in 
thc studics dcvotcd to othcr subjccts (Florkicwicz 2006) . Many rcscarchcrs cmphasisc that thc 
figural rclics arc not typical for thc Przcworsk culturc; thcrefore, as thcy suggcst, such objccts 
arc imports or borrowings from thc other culturc circlcs. 

So far, within thc arca of  thc Przcworsk cui turc from thc carly Roman period 1 O singlc 
figurincs and 2 vcsscls dccoratcd with figural ornamentations which can bc datcd to thc carly 
Roman period, havc bccn discovcrcd. Additionally, thcsc rclics can bc dividcd into two 
catcgorics :  anthropomorphic ligurincs and zoomorphic figurines (including ornitomorphic). 

Thc findings from thc burial ground in Chmicl6w Piaskowy and from thc scttlcmcnt in 
Wictrzno bclong to thc anthropomorphic figurincs catcgory. Thc objcct from Chmic16w 
Piaskowy rcprcscnts csscntially thc uppcr part of a vcry strongly bumt and dcfonncd vcsscl in 
thc fonn of a woman's  figminc (Fig. 1 : 1 ) .  Thc hcad is lcaning sidcwards as thc resuit of the fire 
intlucncc. On thc „top" part or thc hcad is thc groovc running around thc hcad, which 
prcsumably is a trace of a hcad band or a cap. On thc !cil sidc and on thc back or thc hcad thc 
sophisticatcd, now vcry dcfo1111cd hairstylc is  rccognizablc. On thc ncck thcrc is an a1tistic 
rcprcscntation or thc ncck 1ing. Thc brcasts or thcir rcmains havc bccn prcscrvcd. Thc right 
hand, bcnt at thc clbow, survivcd almost complctcly. Thcrc is only a trace or thc Iert am1 up to 
thc hand. Thc figurine holds thc pot with thc two-conc bclly and a curvcd rirn with both hands. 
Thc 1im scrvcd alsa as thc outlct lcading insidc thc anthropomorphic pot (Godlowski, Wichman 
1 998,  p. 23 ,  72). 

Thc hcad with thc piccc or thc torso is almost all  what has bccn Iert out or thc figurine 
from Wictrzno.  Thc low forchcad is dccoratcd with thc row or small hol lows limitcd by two 
shal low groovcs, mccting on thc tcrnplcs (Fig. 1 :2). Thc archcd row or hollows is situatcd on thc 
occiput and around thc thick carclcssly cxecutcd ncck. On the occiput thcrc arc two well-markcd 
conica! burnps . Bclow thc tcmpcr, al thc handle leve!, the slightly protruding bump with thc 
round hollow insidc (prcservcd on onc sidc only) can bc sccn. Thc similar bump was locatcd on 
thc othcr sidc or thc figurine ' s  hcad. Such a bump was brokcn o ff bcforc thc objcct was 
uncarthcd. On thc front or thc torso, bclow thc unmarkcd anns thcrc arc two shal low hollows 
(Janowski 1 959, p. 394). 

Thc othcr rcl ics arc thc zoornorphic rcprcscntations. From among thc isolatcd 
zoommphic figurincs, cight bcar traccs or brcaking an� which rnay suggcst that thcy did not 
rcprcsent thc separate artworks, yct thcy rnight constitutc a pa11 o f, for cxarnplc, a vesscl .  Thc 
rcrnaining figurines wcrc undoubtcdly separate mtworks. The findings from thc huria! ground in 
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Jakuszowicc and the burial ground in Sobocisko can bc included in the samc group. They are 
birds ' reprcscntations. Thc figurine from Jakuszowice is not a very realistic reprcscntation 
(Fig. 2 : 1 ) .  Howcvcr, the relic from Sobocisko was made quite carefully (Fig. 2 :2) .  Thc figurine 
has the opening on the back, which probably was connected by the linie channel with the second 
outlct on the forehcad of the bird. Unfortunately, the figurine was badly damaged in the time of  
discovery, so  its original appcarance remains uncertain. 

In casc or thc remaining rclics discovered within thc Przeworsk culturc arca, it is very 
probable that thcy were a part of the othcr objects. As it was mentioned above, the traces of  
breaking off suggest such a possibility. Some o f  these figurincs might be  a decoration ot� for 
cxample, a pot, such as in thc case of thc artefact from Wymyslowo (Fig. 3). lt alsa applies to 
the rclics from lgolomia (Fig. 4 : 1 ), Opat6w (Fig. 4 :2-3) or Strobin ( Fig. 4 :4) .  They represent 
mostly unspccificd faur-leg animals, as wcll as birds. A few of thesc figurines could be the 
fragments of thc lids, as in casc of thc rclics from Chmicl6w Piaskowy ( Fig. 1 : 1 ) ,  lgolomia 
(Fig. 4 : 1 ), Opat6w (Fig. 4:2-3), Strobin (Fig. 4 :4) or Wietrzno (Fig. 1 :2). R. Madyda-Legutko 
( 1 996) was thc first rcscarchcr who paid attcntion to such possibi lity, and alsa K .  Godlowski 
and T. Wichman ( 1 998) took it into considcration in the monograph dcvoted to the burial 
ground in Chmicl6w Piaskowy. Thc analogics to thc lids decorated with the figurines were 
found by thc rcscarchcrs in the Geto-Dacian matc1ials (Madyda-Lcgutko 1 996, p. 54; 
Godlowski, Wichman 1 998, p .  72). Within the range of  this cui turc, the artistic representation of 
riders as wcll as animals appcarcd (Bichir 1 973,  p .  1 54- 1 56). For example, on the lid from 
Cârlomăncşti thc wolf figmine was placcd (Sîrbu 1 987,  fig. 9 :7) .  The intcresting fact is that 
zoomorphic rcprcscntations in the artistic fonn werc alsa noticcd in case of pottcry, serving as 
handlcs (Bichir 1 973, pi .  CXXXIX: 1 -2, CXL: 1 -9; Bcrciu 1 98 1 ,  p i .  1 8 : 3 ,  7; 27 :2) .  

In addition to  that, thc findings from Gac  and Wyrnysl6w are cxccptionally interesting. 
In thc burial ground in Gac thc decorative vcsscl was uncarthcd, which probably had the shape 
of a standing ox with thc cylindrical hale on its back (Fig. 5 : 1) .  Only a hale and an 
schcrnatically cxccutcd ox hcad wcrc prcscrvcd. Thc homs were damagcd; the eyes wcre 
rnarked with two prcsscd points, and thc muzzle is pcrforated in order to pour a smal l trickle of  
fluid. Thc clay ox  hcad, which mast probably was  a part of  a zoomorphic vcsscl, cornes from the 
huria! place in Wymyslowo (Fig. 5 :2) .  The hcad is empty inside, with thc outlet at the 
cylind1ically shaped rnuzzle. Two smal l hollows mark thc cycs. Thc homs (one broken oft) 
grow on thc line constituting prolongation of  thc napc of thc ncck. The head is dccorated with 
incised lincs:  two lincs arc running from thc bottorn or the homs through the forehcad; similarly, 
two l ines from thc middle of thc forchead arc running to the bottom of the muzzle, on the upper 
part and the othcr two - from thc homs to thc muzzle on thc sidcs . The groovc is running around 
the bottorn of thc muzzle. Thc hcad is brokcn off al the end of the ncck, in the p lace where 
probably the lowcr part of thc vcsscl once was. Duc to the fact that thcse figurines have the 
opening in thc muzzle, it scems that thcy may bc a part of vessels serving for drinking or 
pouring iluids. Thc hcads may fonn the rim of the vcssels. The similar vcsscls arc known from 
the Geto-Dacian sitcs, for cxarnple in Răcătău and Poiana (Sîrbu 2003, fig. 5 :  1 ,  2) . They belong 
to the „kcmos" type pottery, in thc cubica! fonn with thc channcl serving for pouring (Sîrbu 
2003 , p. 90) . Although animal figurines such as thosc on thcse vessels have no outlets through 
which fluid could be pourcd, thc cylindrical outlct discovered in Gac suggests the similar 
solutions. 

The rclics or the Przeworsk culture occurrcd alsa in the settlements and in the burial 
grounds. However, rnuch more artefacts were discovered in the burial sites. The apparent 
disproportion rcgarding the types of figurincs can be obscrvcd. Only two from ten similar relics 
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arc anthropomorphic; thc rcrnaining cight constitutcs zoornorphic representations (cattle and 
birds ), prcdorninantly oxcn rcprescntations. Thcre is no precise distinction betwecn them either. 
In burial grounds, as wcll as in settlcrncnts, both types of rcpresentations are mct. However, 
more zoomorphic figurincs are found in grave complexes. Considering this fact, it is thought 
that the figural images wcre rnade in connection with bcliefs or magica! rites. lt is sti l l  unclear 
whcthcr it rclatcs in any way to thc degrec of thc figurines dcstruction. They might be damaged 
intcntionally, or maybc thc damagcs occurrcd as the resuit of the actions after their deposition . 

The purposc of thcsc objccts is unknown. They are somctimes interpreted as children 
toys. Somc of thcm rnay bc the tools dcsigncd for making sound or musical instruments. The 
omitomorphic figurine from the butia! ground in Sobocisko ( Fig. 2 : 2) may serve as an 
instrument - it miginally could be a rattle or cvcn a whistle. The similar assumptions could be 
supported by the fragmentarily prcscrvcd clay omitomorphic figurine from Igolomia ( Fig. 4 : 1 ) .  
l t  is  empty insidc, with thc holc situatcd in  the tai ! .  l ts discovcrcr suggcsted that it could be  a 
„musical instrument". The Polish archacologist, prof T. Malinowski expresses thc analogica! 
assumptions regarding thc ox hcad from the butia! ground in Wymyslowo (Malinowski 1 999, p. 
55). Howcvcr, thc prcvious conclusions on thc subjcct of the relic from this site now seem to be 
more rational .  

The above-mcntioncd pot dccorated with the figurative ornamcntation originating from 
thc burial  ground in Opat6w is a cornpletcly diffcrent relic. lts hand is made of clay, strongly 
burnt and pai1ly dcfom1cd in the fire of funcral pyrc, which makes its reconstruction 
considcrably di tlicult (Fig. 6). Its uppcr pai1 with the rnarked curved outsidc rim and the 
zoomorphic shapcd handlc has bccn prcscrvcd; the lower bottom of the handle was probably 
running to thc maximum bulgc of thc bclly, dccoratcd with the bclt of omamentation made of 
thc obliquc groovcs. The othcr shcrd of this vcsscl constitutcs a pa11 of  the round belly with the 
ribbon-likc, tlutcd handlc. Jn the uppcr pai1 of thc handle is the ncxt area of the fragmcntarily 
prcscrvcd ornamcntation in thc fonn of thc regular circular hollows 1 1  mm in diametcr, 
sutToundcd by inciscd archcs (Madyda-Lcgutko, Rodzinska-Nowak, Zag6rska-Telega 2003 , p .  

' 2 1 0). 
The artistic rclics wcre also found in thc late Roman sites of thc Przeworsk culture. ln 

thc scttlcmcnt in R6zyce-Stara Wics (Fig. 7 : 1 )  thc animal figurine - a mole or a piglet - was 
discovcrcd (Wiklak 1 995, p. 1 68) .  Jn thc scttlcmcnt in Jakuszowice the artistic rcprescntation of 
a roostcr ( Fig. 7 :2), probably constituting an clement of the zoomorphic pitchcr, wheel made, 
was uncarthed (Rodzinska-Nowak 2003 , p .  335) .  A very similar object ( Fig. 7:3) comcs from 
the burial ground in Opat6w (RodziI'lska-Nowak 2003 , p .  336). Moreover, in the burial ground 
in Spicymierz (Kictlinska, D<ţbrowska 1 963, p. 1 83)  the piecc of the ox figurine was discovercd 
(Fig. 8 : 1 ) .  Thc clay head of an ox (Fig. 8 : 2) werc found in the scttlcment in Zofipole 
(Dobrza{1ska 2000, p .  48) and a head of horse (Fig. 8 :3) were found in the scttlement in 
Igolomia (Buratynski 1 976, p. 1 05 - 1 07, fig .  1 6 ; DobrzaI'lska 1 990 1 ,  p .  43, pi. XXXVIII : 8 ;  1 9902, 
p .  60, 8 1  ). Thc attcntion could bc paid a Iso to thc figurine from Alcksandrowicc, site 2 ( Fig. 9), 
discovcrcd in thc upper part or thc fiii of thc late Roman (Naglik 2000, p .  49; 200 1 ,  p. 32 1 ) . 
Only the uppcr pai1 of thc figurine was prcservcd; thc lcgs wcre brokcn off at tights levei .  lts 
trunk and hcad wcre modclled from onc piccc or clay, whcrcas the hollows made with fingers 
markcd thc cycs, thc mouth and thc navei .  Additionally, the navei was fillcd with the Jump of 
clay. Thc hands wcrc glucd, and iingcrs and hair were schematically incised with a comb. From 
thc arca or thc Przcworsk culturc thc handmade pottery decorated with the cngraved figural 
moti fs, both zoo- and anthropomorphic, arc known (Bugaj ,  Makiewicz 1 995) .  Al i  these above­
mentioncd relics originate from thc burial grounds. Thus, on thc basis or such cvidence, it is  
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assumcd that thcsc figural rcprcscntations wcrc probably conncctcd with the belicfs or magical 
rites (Madyda-Legutko, Rodzinska-Nowak, Zag6rska-Tclcga 2003, p .  2 1 3 ; Rodzii1ska-Nowak 
2003 , p. 33 7). Additionally, the similar figurative moti fs, al so in a1tistic fonns, were shown on 
the pottcry from thc territory of thc Elbian culturc circle as well as from thc southcm part of 
Scandinavia (Bugaj ,  Makicwicz 1 995 , p .  1 1 7- 1 1 8 ;  Madyda-Lcgutko, Rodzinska-Nowak, 
Zag6rska-Telega 2003 , p. 2 1 3) .  

The reprcscntations of  human figurincs from the Roman limes arc hardly cvcr found in 
the tcrritory of Barbaricum. Thus, searching for analogies in Geto-Dacian world, inter alia, 
secms to be logical .  Analogics for thc prcscntcd findings can bc found in many sites bclonging 
to thc Geto-Dacian cultural circle. Thc separate artistic figurines, in addition to birds 
rcprescntations, show othcr animals, as wcll as more or )css reali stic human figurines (Vulpe 
1 927- 1 929, fig. 1 20 :2-4; Babeş 1 977, p .  336-340, fig. 1 1 , 1 2 ; Sîrbu 1 987, fig. 8, 9 :4). 

Thc anthropomorphic relics from the tcnitory of  Romania (Geto-Dacian) arc madc of 
clay more carelcssly. Cuts, prcssings and hol lows mark the dctails  of a human body (Dupoi, 
Sîrbu 200 1 , p .  87, fig. 1 05 ;  1 09). In  principie, the sex o f the figurine was not markcd. According 
to thc Romanian rescarchers, al l  kinds of puncturcs and perforations on thc figmincs suggcst thc 
"black magic" practices (Dupoi, Sîrbu 200 l ,  p. 87) . 

As far as zoomorphic rcprcscntations arc conccmed, in mast cascs thcy are dirticult to 
idcnti ty .  Although they wcrc madc more carefu lly, thcy rarcly have fcaturcs suggesting thcir 
gcnus (species), such as, for cxamplc,  ox homs (Dupoi, Sîrbu 200 1 ,  p. 87 ,  fig. 1 06 ;  1 1  O). 

11 is intcrcsting that in thc tcnitory of Rornania figurincs wcrc discovcrcd insidc houses, 
clase to the clay altars or hcarths (fircplaccs) ,  quitc o ftcn in thc invcntorics together with thc 
othcr artefacts, such as for cxarnple rniniaturc pottcry, rattlcs, exotic shclls or tmtoisc carapaces 
(Sîrbu 1 993 , p .  1 29- 1 75 ;  Sîrbu 2006, p .  67, fig. 43-44). They wcrc alsa found as "dcposits" in 
clay pots and houschold objccts. Thcy wcrc very rarcly discovcrcd in gravcs, and no figurincs 
were rcgistercd "in situ" in thc Geto-Dacian tcmplcs (Sîrbu 2006, p. 69) . 

In  thc proccss of dating thc figmincs from thc tcITitory of Romania two time horizons arc 
takcn into account. The first is thc period bctwccn 1 3111 and 51h ccntury B .C . ;  cmTcntly ovcr 300 
anthropomorphic figurincs and over 250 zoomorphic figurincs arc known. Thc sccond hmizon 
corrcsponds to the period bctwccn 4111 ccntury B.C. and i s1 century A.D. ; more thcn 380 
anthropomorphic and over 1 00 zoomorphic figuri nes arc known from this period (Sîrbu 1 993, p .  
58-70; Sîrbu 2006, p. 68-69) . 

Thc figurative art was alsa rcnowned in thc Sannatian cnvironmcnt. During thc first 
ccnturies A.D.  thc vcsscls with thc zoomorphic handlcs appcarcd in thc rcgion strctching from 
thc northcm coast of the B lack Sca to Central Asia (Abramova 1 969; Madyda-Lcgutko, 
Rodzinska-Nowak, Zag6rska-Tclcga 2003, p. 2 1 4) .  11 should bc cmphasiscd that thc animal 
omamcntation is typical for nomadic tribcs living in thc Bronzc Agc and thcrcaftcr. Zoomorphic 
dccoration of thc Sannatian pottcry, known from 1 si ccntury B .C„ probably dc1ivcs li·orn the 
decorative stylc which was originally uscd in ornamcntation of thc si lvcr and gold products 
(Madyda-Lcgutko, Rodzi1'lska-Nowak, Zag6rska-Tclcga 2003, p. 2 1 4) .  Thus, thc round hol lows 
surroundcd by cngravcd archcs, such as those on thc pot from Opat6w ( Fig. 6), sccms to bc, in 
the opinion of thc authors, thc distant rciCrcncc to dccorations of thc metal vcsscls known in thc 
Caucasian and Pontic zoncs in thc sccond half of thc 1 st millcnnium B.C .  and in thc first 
centuri cs A.D .  (Madyda-Lcgutko, Rodzi1'lska-Nowak, Zag6rska-Tclcga 2003, p. 2 1 4) . 

As it was mcntioncd abovc, thc figurative rclics arc not typical for thc Przcworsk culturc. 
For that reason it is intcrcsting to consider how thc findings typical for thc Geto-Dacian culture 
- since therc arc mast analogics - got to the invcntorics of thc Przcworsk culture communitics. 
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Thus, the possibility that they were imported should be taken into consideration. The attention 
could be paid to the fact that although such findings were present in the Dacian culture circles, 
they are completely unknown in the area of the Lipice culture. So far, the similar relics have not 
been found in the mixed Celtic-Dacian horizon in Slovakia or within the Puchowska culture 
area, which also possesses Dacian substratum. However, they were discovered in the stronghold 
in Malaja Kopanja in the Transcarpathian Ukraine (Kotigorosko 1 995, p. 1 02, fig. 5 1 :  1 ), but 
they are mainly known from the territory of the present Romania, among others from the site in 
Răcătău (Sîrbu 2003 , fig. 7 :2). A small number of zoo- and anthropomorphic figurines found in 
the area of the Przeworsk culture presence may attest that they were transported from the other 
regions as a resuit of trade exchange or as loots or gifts. The local imitation of the objects, which 
must have been known by the population of the Przeworsk culture cannot be excluded either. 
Due to lack of the similar findings within the Lipice culture area, it seems that this territory 
should be excluded as an area serving as the intermediary in transferring the similar impulses. 
On the map of the distribution of this kind of findings, no area can be distinguished where an 
accumulation of the similar relics can be noticed (Fig. 10). Such figurines are found in the 
southeastem Poland, as well as in Greater Poland and Silesia. It appears that the lack of the 
similar relics on the area of the Lipice culture and in the territory of Slovakia may indicate that 
the analogical elements were transferred into the circle of the Przeworsk culture directly, 
without their distinctive intermediation. Thus, the direct transfer of the similar relics from the 
area for which they were typical could be considered. Now, the question arises: are those 
figurines the evidence of the physical presence of Dacians in the Przeworsk culture area or are 
they only the evidence of the wide-spread influence of the Geto-Dacian cui ture? 
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Fig. 1 .  Anthropomorphic figurines : 1 Chmiel6w Piaskowy, Ostrowiecki district ( after 
Godlowski, Wichman 1 998); 2 - Wietrzno, Krosno district (after Madyda-Legutko 1 996). 
Fig. 2 .  Zoomorphic figurines: 1 Jakuszowice, Kazimierza district (after Godlowski 1 992); 2 
Sobocisko, Olawa district (after Malinowski 1 999). 
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Fig. 3 .  Vessel decorated with the figurative ornamentation: Wymyslowo, Gostyn district (after 
Jasnosz 1 952). 
Fig. 4. Zoomorphic figurines :  1 Igolomia, Krak6w district, size unknown (after Malinowski 
1 999); 2-3 Opat6w, Klobuck district (after Godlowski 1 966); 4 Strobin, Wielun distirct (after 
Abramek 1 982). 
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Fig. 5 .  Zoomorphic figurines: 1 Gac, Przeworsk district, size unknown· (after Hadaczek 1 909?); 
2 Wymyslowo, Gostyil district ( after Malinowski 1 999). 
Fig. 6. Vessel decorated with the figurative omamentation: Opat6w, Klobuck district (after 
Madyda-Legutko, Rodzinska-Nowak, Zag6rska-Telega 2003). 
Fig. 7. Zoomorphic figurines : 1 R6±yce-Stara Wies, Lowicz district (after Wiklak 1 995); 2 
Jakuszowice, Kazimierza district (after Rodzinska-Nowak 2003); 3 Opat6w, Klobuck district 
(after Rodziitska-Nowak 2003). 
Fig. 8. Zoomorphic figurines: 1 Spicymierz, Turek district (after Kietlinska, D<ţbrowska 1 963); 
2 Zofipole, Krak6w district (after Dobrzanska 2000); 3 Igolomia, Krak6w district (after 
Dobrzanska 1 990). 
Fig. 9. Anthropomorphic figurine: Aleksandrowice, Krak6w district (after Naglik 200 1 ). 
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Fig. 1 0. Sites of the Przeworsk culture with figural relics from the early Roman period from 
territory of Poland: 1 Chmie16w Piaskowy, Ostrowiecki district, Swi((tokrzyskie voivodeship; 2 
Gac, Przeworsk district, Podkarpackie voivodeship; 3 Igolomia, Krak6w district, Malopolskie 
voivodeship; 4 Jakuszowice, Kazimierza district, Swi((tokrzyskie voivodeship; 5 Opat6w, 
Klobuck district, Sl<iskie voivodeship; 6 Sobocisko, Olawa district, Dolnosl<iskie voivodeship; 
7 Strobin, Wielun district, L6dzkie voivodeship; 8 Wietrzno, Krosno district, Podkarpackie 
voivodeship; 9 Wymyslowo, Gosty:ll district, Wielkopolskie voivodeship. 
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SANCTUAIRES ET PLACES DE CULTE DES GETES DANS LA 
BULGARIE DU NORD - EST 

Diana Gergova (Sofia - Bulgaria) 

Mots-cles : sanctuaires, lieux de culte, Getes, Bulgarie du Nord-Est 

" Decenee . . . Ies a instruits dans toutes Ies branches de la philosophie. Il leur a 
appris l 'ethique, tout en Ies debarassant de leurs coutumes barbares, Ies sciences physiques, Ies 
faisant vivre d 'apres Ies lois de la nature; ces lois etant ecrites, on Ies a conservees jusqu 'a 
present sous le nom de belagines; ii leur a enseigne la logique, Ies rendant spirituellement au­
dessus des autres nations; pendant qu 'ii demontrait la theorie des douze signes du zodiaque, ii 
leur a fait voir Ies planetes et tous Ies secrets de I 'astronomie, comment I 'orbite de la lumiere 
croît et decroît, Ies dimensions du globe de feu du soiei! par rapport au globe de la terre et leur 
a fait connaître Ies noms et Ies signes des trois cent quarante six etoiles qui traversent le ciel de 
I 'est a l 'ouest, tantât se rapprochant, tantât s 'eloignant de la voÎtte celeste. 

Jordanes, Getica, 69 

La conception, creee par Ies auteurs antiques, du lien particulierement etroit des "Getes 
qui immortalisent" et de leur roi, pretre et dieu, le mythique Zalmoxis, avec la doctrine de 
l' immortalite de l'âme et Ies mysteres de l 'au-delâ, predestinent le role extremement important 
des donnees archeologiques pour l 'enrichissement des sources sur l 'organisation de la vie 
religieuse dans Ies terres getes. 

Ou sont disposes Ies sanctuaries et Ies places de culte des Getes, dont le nom tribal peut 
etre le plus probablement lie au terme "goetes", c.a.d. prophetes (Gergova 2007, p. 1 O) quelle 
est l 'organisation de l 'espace sacre et de l 'activite rituelle qui peut etre reconstruite sur la base 
des donnees archeologiques? 

La recherche pendant Ies dernieres annees dans la Bulgarie du NE montre que comme 
dans le reste du monde thrace ici aussi, â la fin du II et le commencement du I millenaire av. J .C. 
s 'effectuent des changements considerables dans le systeme d'agglomeration. Un des aspects 
essentiels est l 'apparition en masse d'endroits de culte et de sanctuaries (Gergowa 2007a). 
Fondes â proximite de sources d'eau, dans des conditions microclimatiques favorables 
(Domaradzki 1 994) et â la croisee de chem ins importants, ils se transforment en centre de base 
du systeme d' agglomeration thrace. 

Un grand nombre des sanctuaries jouent un role non seulement dans la vie religieuse, 
mais aussi dans la vie politique de la Thrace et sont â l 'origine des processus d'urbanisation 
pendant Ies siecles qui suivent. Un moment important est l 'apparition de complexes de culte de 
caractere funeraire, dans lesquels Ies sanctuaries sont mutuellement lies aux necropoles de 
tumulus. Une pratique generale s 'etablit, d'un ceremonial d'enfouissement d'objets rituels en 
des endroits sacres, visiblement non marques (feproea 1 987 ; Gergova 1 988; Gergova 2007a) . 

Les etudes restrintes du territoire de la Bulgarie du NE permettent la creation seulement 
d'une idee prealable de la grande diversite des caracteristiques topographiques, de la 
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planification, des fonctions et des rites dans les sanctuaries et Ies endroits de culte dans cette 
partie de l 'areal gete. Des grottes dans les canons pittoresques des rivieres, des temenos sur de 
hauts plateaux de pierre ou dans Ies vallees, ou' bien tout simplement des places strategiques 
visibles ont ete choisis pour des ceremonies religieuses, differentes de par leur caractere. 

Sur le territoire de la Bulgarie du NE d'aujourd'hui, Ies premiers resultats dans cette 
direction arriverent apres le commencement en 1 982 de l 'etude archeologique systematique de 
la supposee " Dausdava " - le centre religieux et politique gete a " Sborianovo ", en vue de 
l' eclaircissement de son caractere, de son etendue, des frontieres chronologiques et des 
fonctions des differentes parties integrantes (Gergova 1 992 ; Gergova 2000). 
A part Ies temoignages d'une presence humaine dans Ies cavernes de l 'eneolithique et de l 'âge 

de fer jusqu'au moyen âge (faihaH,Ll)KHeBa, ITaenoe 2005), l 'etude des necropoles de la haute 
epoque de fer et de l 'epoque hellenistique, ainsi que de la ville thrace, trois autres sites de culte 
ont ete identifies sur le territoire du centre gete, fonde aussi a la fin du II et le commencement 
du I millenaire av. J .C. Apres le milieu du IV s. av.J.C., tout ensemble avec la ville, ils forment 
le centre d 'une agglomeration gete bien planifiee, entoure de I' est, du nord et de l' ouest 
d' imposantes necropoles tumulaires (Fig. 1 )  

Le sanctuaire dispose sur la  rive occidentale de  la  riviere Krapinetz, sur le  haut plateau 
de " Kamen rid " fournit les donnees Ies plus anciennes, concernant l 'organisation d 'un espace 
sacre. (feproea 1 988  ; feproea 1 990; feproea 2006). La surface, entouree de murs de pierre du 
nord au sud, et limitee par le canon riverain de l 'est a l 'ouest est de 47 hectares. L'exploration a 
permis d 'etablir deux etapes de developpement du sanctuaire. Pendant la premiere, se rapportant 
aux XI - VII ss. av. J.C. ,  l 'espace sacre est entoure au sud d'un mur de pierre massif qui 
continue aussi en direction SE - NO. Au sud de lui, a l 'epoque hellenistique, est construite une 
nouvelle enceinte de pierre. L' entree, decouverte dans le mur hellenistique oriental laisse a 
supposer qu'a l 'epoque plus ancienne, le passage etait aussi au sud. Le mur septentrional du 
sanctuaire, probablement avec des reconstructions, a ete utilise pendant tout le I millenaire. On 
peut clairement discerner deux lots de terrain pendant l 'âge de fer ancien. Sur le palier de roche 
naturel, directement au nord du mur meridional sont disposes des autels ronds d'argile enduits 
sur le rocher, certains d'entre eux avec une base de pierre et des fragments de ceramique. Parmi 
la grande quantite de ceramique fragmentee sont decouverts, aussi, des recipients entiers­
certains avec des traces de bn11ure (fouee, Wanrattoea 2006), des idoles de glaise, des objets 
de culte, des parures de bronze et d' autres. Des concentrations d' os animaux, un crâne humain, 
ainsi qu'un enterrement de bebe ont ete aussi trouves (Fig.2). 

Les fosses rituelles forment une autre zone, disposee au nord des foyers, vers le centre du 
territoire enceint. Dans l 'une d'elles - double, ont ete trouvees des coupes avec des anses 
rituellement brisees, ainsi que des ustensiles biconiques, dans une autre - une idole feminine 
d'argile et des spirales de bronze. La presence de deux constructions de terre-glaise, dans la 
partie du sud-est et la partie centrale du terrain encadre suggerent que le territoire sacre a ete 
habite durant l '  ancien âge de fer, bien que par un nombre limite de personnes (f eproea 1 988 ; 
f eproea 1 990 ; reproea 2006). 

Le sanctuaire est radicalement reorganise pendant la deuxieme moitie du IV s. av. J.C. 
D'ensemble avec la construction d'une nouvelle muraille d'enceinte a ete forme un ensemble de 
deux cercles de pierre dans la partie NO de l'espace entoure. Les cercles lies par une aire rituelle 
de pierre commune different de par leur plan et fonctions. Celui du nord, d'un plan oval et une 
entree du SE, est bâti dans la technique des murs d'enceinte - de pierres non taillees qui forment 
les deux faces et un remplissage de pierres menus. Celui du sud est de grandes pierres non 
taillees et inclue un grand morceau de roche - probablement un autel. Le materiei ceramique de 
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cette epoque est cxclusivcment rare ct se dccouvrc dans la partic sud du tcmcnos, dans le scctcur 
de l ' activitc rituclle plus ancienne ( I 'cproBa 2006). La construction de cel cnsemblc est cn 
contraste frappant avcc Ies rcmarquables tombcaux de la necropole hcllenistiquc du sanctuairc 
et temoignent d'un moment intercssant de la philosophic des Gctes thraces - la vcritablc 
architecture parfaite est la sepulcrale, parce qu ' c l le est un clement csscntiel des 1itcs funeraircs, 
du sacrcmcnt de l ' immortalisation (Gergova 1 996). 

La position des deux cerclcs sur Ic haut plateau suppose !cur lien avcc Ies corps cclestes 
lumincux, avcc la vcncration du soiei ! et de la lune, d 'Apollon el d'Artcmis,  dans le cadre de 
celle anciennc triade sacrcc qui s ' impose dans Ies sanctuaires Ies plus importants de la Thracc el 
du mondc Egeen a la fin du l i  millcnaire av. J .C. ,  commc par exemple a Delas, Delphi el 
d 'autres (Gcrgova D. 2005). 

Le commcncement de la vencration des sourccs et des rochers, transfonncs cn autcls 
imposants, dans la vallcc de la riviere Krapinctz, au cocur-meme du centre gcte, pcut ctrc aussi 
date a la fin du II et le commcnccment du I mil lcnairc av.J .C. ,  d'aprcs Ies fragments de 
ccramiquc dccouvcrts. (Balkanska 1 998 ; reprosa 2006 ; reprosa , Teo.nopos 2006) (Fig.3). 
Ici aussi , Ies traccs significativcs d'cdificcs sont liccs a l ' epoquc hel lcnistiquc, lorsque dans la 
rcorganisation du centre gcte ont etc introduitcs Ies idecs d 'unc conccption d'cspace uniquc. Les 
donnccs des rcchcrchcs montrent trois ctapes dans Ic dcvcloppcmcnt du sanctuairc aprcs Ic 
milieu du IV s. av .J .C .  Ă la premiere phase se rapportcnt Ies nombreux autcls plats d' argilc, 
dccouve11s dans Ic scctcur au nord du tombcau du saint alian Dcmir baba el en dcssous. 
(Balkanska 1 998,  p . 1 9-46) La dcuxicme etape est marqucc par unc construction rectangulaire 
de tcrre glaisc avcc, disposcs a I '  interi cur, dcux palicrs rcctangulaircs pour Ies dons el trois 
omphalos d 'argi lc. Un fragment de mur d 'apside avec un grand pythos laisse a supposcr quc 
celle construction pcut etrc mise au nombrc des cdi ficcs cn apside avcc une dcstination de culte, 
dont la prescncc est allcstce dans Ies tcITcs gctcs au nord du Danubc. Des fragments d'cschara 
penncttcnt de supposcr une structurc de I '  cdi fi cc, semblablc aux constructions rectangulaircs 
avec un mur cn apside, dccouvcrtcs au nord du Danube (I�eprosa 2006; reprosa 2007). 

La troisicmc phase est licc a la rcconstruction du sanctuairc aprcs Ic grand trcmblcmcnt 
de tcrre au commcnccmcnt du I I I  s. av.J .C .  Les grands blocs qui se sont dctachcs ont etc 
transfonncs en autcls .  L 'un d'cntrc eux, avcc unc niche cn apside cntai l lce dans son mur 
occidental, est avcc des chcnaux pour l ' ccoulcmcnt du sang des bctcs de sac1i fice. Le deuxicmc, 
en fcmnc de marche, apparticnt au typc d'autcl s, caracte1istiqucs pour Ies sanctuaries de roche 
dans Ies tcrrcs thraccs du sud el I 'Asic Mincurc occidentale, ainsi qu' a  Dclphcs, fondcs a la fin 
du II et le commcncement du I millcnaire av.J .C.  On suppose quc Ic tcmcnos est, alors de fonnc 
quadrangulaire, avcc des murs d'cnccintc de pierre . Le fonctionncmcnt de ce sanctuairc 
jusqu ' au I s. av.J .C. ct a l ' cpoquc romaine, aussi, montrc la force des aspccts rcligicux du centre 
gete, conservcs memc aprcs la dechcancc de la vii le aprcs le milieu du I l l  s. av. J .C .  Des 
fragments de recipients, ritucl lemcnt briscs el rangcs, cnscmblc avec un bois de ccrf el unc 
fibula, la quantitc considcrablc de ccramique dans la rcgion du sanctuairc suggcrcnt Ies 
pratiqucs de culte dans la rcgion (Balkanska 1 998, p. 1 9-46) 

Dans la structurc hannoniquc du centre gcte s ' insercnt logiqucment deux groupcs 
d'equipemcnts de picrre, disposcs sur Ic tcnitoirc de la necropole de ! ' est el de l 'oucst. Le plus 
grand est celui sur Ic tcrritoirc de la necropole tumulairc oucst de Sborianovo, dans la localite 
"Novite korcncji"(Vulchcva 2000)(Fig.4) . Un mur de pierre, long de 3 80 m. ct largc de 0 ,80 -
1 ,20 m . ,  d'unc construction instablc, cntourc de ! 'est la place de culte dont l ' activitc commc telle 
est cnrcgistrcc apres le I mil lcnaire av. J .C.  Elle rcprcscntc un cnscmble de 38 constructions 
de pierre de fonne ronde, ovale, rcctangulairc et en arc, de fosses rituellcs avec des fragmcnts 
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d'amphores, de ceramique thracc ct de crepi bn1lc du IV - I I I  s. av.J .C.  Quatre fosses funeraircs, 
sous la pai1ic sud des constructions de picnc avec des enterrcmcnls de squclettes se 
caractcrisent par des intcrvcntions post-scpulcrales - des dcplacements de parties du squelettc, 
un nouvel an-angemcnt anatomiquc d' e!Cments du squelette qui montrent la conservation des 
particularitcs des ritcs de li.merai llcs thraces, concemant probablcment des personnes de statut 
social spccifiquc, pcrccptiblcs des le commcnccmcnt de l ' âge du fer, pendant lout le I mil lenairc 
d'avant J .C .  

Un service de trois rccipicnts de glaisc, decouvcrt dans la partie centrale d 'une grande 
airc d'argilc, ainsi qu'un tresar rituellcmcnt cnfoui dans Ies limites de cet endroit de culte ct 
contcnant 56 monnaies republicaincs d' argcnt dans un petit recipient d'argile, datees du milieu 
du I I  jusqu 'au milieu du I s. av .J .C.  ct unc monnaie d'Odcssos, montrcnt l ' existencc, ici, de 
pratiqucs de culte mcmc aprcs Ic declin des fonctions de la cite cnviron au milieu du I I I  s .  av. 
J .C .  (Vulcheva 2000, p. 2 1 7) 

Unc inscription, dcdicc a la deessc Phosphoros par Mcnehannos, fils de Posidonius, 
datcc vers Ic commenccmcnt du I I I  s. av. J .C .  ct dccouverte prcs de la porte sud de la cite thracc, 
supposc qu'cn outrc des sanctuarics isolcs, ii y avait, aussi, dans Ies frontieres de la vi i le un petit 
sancluairc, consacre a Ia proleclricc de la vii le (4WHfKOBa c KOJ1CKTHB 1 988).  

L' invcstigation du sanctuaire de roche prcs du villagc de Strelkovo en 2005 (Fouilles de 
D.  Gcrgova et G.  Atanasov) (Fig.5), situc dans un canon fluvial, a pcnnis la decouverte de 
lraccs d'autcls d'argi lc ct d 'activitc ritucl lc dans la groltc, disposec a unc hauteur d'environ 1 5  
m au-dcssus de Ia vallce de la riviere . A la basc du massif de roche, sous la grotte, ont ele 
trouvccs des marchcs taillccs dans Ic rochcr. Unc couche culturellc considerable de rccipicnts 
d'argi lc, ritucllcmcnt briscs, a etc fonncc au picd de la grottc. Le sondage montre Ies limitcs 
chronologiqucs de la pc1iodc la plus intensive de I 'uti lisation de la place du bas bronze a 
I 'cpoquc romainc ct mcmc plus lard. Des fosses ritucllcs, crcusccs dans le plateau de roche au 
dcssus de la grottc el unc grande necropole de lumulus, ainsi que d 'autres agglomerations 
imp011antcs, mais non ctudiccs cn dctai l ,  avcc unc rcsolution de l ' cspacc du type du centre getc 
a Sborianovo, pcuvcnt etrc rcmarquccs, a pa11 pres de Strclkoto, aussi prcs du vi l lage de Vetrcn -
rcgion de Sil istra, prcs du vil lagc de Pobit kamak - rcgion de Razgrad ct d'autrcs. I ls suggerent 
la stabilite du modele des ccntrcs de typc disperse dans ccttc partie de la Thrace, dans lesquels l a  
vii le, I e s  sanctuarics el Ies nccropolcs sont soumis a un shema de planification uniforme. 

Aux sanctuarics de roche ii faut ajouter, aussi, l ' uniquc pour Ic moment sanctuaire 
maritime dans la Iocalitc de Yai lata, au N/NE du cap Kaliakra (Ic vi llage de Kamen briag, 
municipalitc de Kavarna, rcgion de Dobritch)(l lopo)l(a1 1os 2007) . Dans la partie NE d'une 
tcnassc, disposcc sur un platcau de roche a une hauteur de I 0- 1 5  m au-dcssus du niveau de la 
mer ct approximativcment de mcmc plus bas par rapport au niveau du continent, ont ete 
decouvc11cs dcux grandcs ancrcs de picITc, chacunc avcc un trou , ve11icalement "cnfoncees" ct 
trois autrcs plus pctitcs, librcment couchces. L 'une d 'clles a etc uti liscc, avant d'etre ainsi placee 
sur I '  a irc au-dcssus de la mer. Au-dcssus de ccttc terrassc est documente un sanctuaire de roche 
sur un palier a 46 m au-dcssus du nivcau de la mer, avcc unc vuc sur la mer ct l 'horizon lointain 
a I' est. Des entaillagcs lincaircs ct angulaires dans Ic roc ont cte conservcs, un escalier a trois 
marches ct mcnant vers la mer a etc tai l le dans le roc, ainsi que trois tombcs a son pied. Les 
rcsultats des ctudcs archeoastronomiques montrcnt que I '  axe principal de I '  ensemble de 
sanctuairc est oricntc vers Ic point de I '  cquinoxc d'hivcr ( azimuth 1 23 degres et 38  minutes ) ct 
se rapportc aux VI-V s.  av.J .-C. Les ancres de pierre, decouvertcs a l 'Yailata, sont Ies seules du 
littoral bulgare de la mer Noirc, trouvces en tcne fcnnc, a I 0- 1 5  m au-dessus du niveau de la 
mer. Leur mise en place sous le sanctuaire et au-dessus du port comme des votifs ,  Ies 
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dctennincnt commc un element central dans cel enscmblc sacral, tai l le dans la roche et !ie a la  
dccssc-mcre ct son fils/cpoux, Ic Soiei ! .  La datation de ce typc d ' ancres dans la deuxieme moitie 
du II ct Ies prcmicrs siccles du I mil lcnairc av. J.C. et Ies etudes archeoastronomiques <latent le 
sanctuairc vers la fin de I '  cpoquc de bronze el l ' ancien âge de fer (Oopo:lKaHoB 2007). 

Un autre aspect des pratiques de culte des Getes thraces represente l ' enfouissement rituel 
de trouvail lcs collectives, caractc1istique aussi pour Ies autrcs parties de ! ' areal thrace (feprosa 
1 987 ; Gcrgova 1 988) Cettc tradition, attcstce dans Ies terres getes des la basse epoquc de 
bronze par de nombreuses trouvai lles collectives de bronze, ainsi que par une trouvaille 
remarquablc de moules de pie1Te pour l ' elaboration d'objets de bronze et d' insignes de Pobit 
kamak (l.fepHbIX 1 987, p. 244-248).  Dans la region de Razgrad, acquert, a l ' âge de fer, des 
caractcristiqucs stables. Une tradition thrace commune est l 'enfouissement de services d 'argile, 
de parurcs et d 'elcmcnts d'hamachement de cheval. Ils doivent etre, le plus probablcment !ies a 
la vcneration d'unc triade ancicnne sacrcc de la Grande deesse-mcre, Artemis et Apol lon 
(reprosa 1 987 ; Gcrgova 1 988) 

Dans la Bulgaric du NE, panni eux sont la coupe d'or de Belene (Marazov 1 997), Ies 
ustcnsiles d'argi lc de Tchcrkovna - rcgion de Razgrad, la trouvai l le collective de ceintures 
d 'argent el de bouclcs d ' oreilles cn or de Barzitza - rcgion de Provadia (feprosa 1 982) (Fig.6), 
Ic service d'argcnt de Borovo (J;1Ba11os 1 975).  Le pegassc de Vazovo - region de Razgrad 
(fa6poBCKH, KaJioHHOB 1 980), Ies appliques d'hamachcment de cheval et le casque d 'apparat de 
Lctnitza (Be 1 1cnHKOB 1 987)ct Ies parures d' argent de Tcheluchnitza. (ToHKOBa 2006). Le tresar 
de Lctnitza (Fig. 7) ainsi que Ies casqucs de bronze ou d'apparat en or (Rousse), decouverts 
uniqucmcnt dans I '  areal gctc el rituel lcmcnt cnfouis montrent que dans Ies pratiques rituelles des 
Gctcs, probablemcnt unc place importante a, aussi, la vencration d 'un autre dieu - Ares 
(reprosa 2005a; rcproBa 2006; rcproBa, Tco,1opoB 2006) . 

La dccouvertc du service de Borovo sur Ic tcrritoire d 'une necropole de tumulus, du 
Pegassc de Vasovo prcs du centre de culte des Gctes a Sborianovo, ainsi quc d 'une fossc de 
l ' cpoque romainc, plcinc de stclcs votivcs du Chcvalier thrace, non loin du Grand tumulus de 
Svcchtari montrcnt quc Ies trouvaillcs enfouics sont unc trace des pratiqucs de culte ct funeraires 
compliquecs des Gctcs, inclucs dans un systcme rcl igicux uni. La similitude de la structure des 
trouvai llcs, rituellement cnfouics, avcc celle des trouvai lles enfouies dans Ies fosses de 
sanctuairc, commc par exemple du sanctuairc de "Kamcn rid", ou bien avec Ies serviccs dans 
ccrtains des tombcaux, soulignc l 'union ctroitc des pratiques de culte des Gctes. 

L' cmplaccmcnt des trouvai llcs collcctives est une possibi lite de localisation de territories 
sacrcs en dehors, aussi, des cnsemblcs funcraircs el de culte. Tcl lcs sont Ies trouvai l les de l ' île 
de Bclcnc, la trouvail lc de Barzitza, dCcouvcrtc sur la rive de la iivierc de Provadia, et d 'autres .  

L 'apen;:u donnc n 'cpuisc pas  I c  probleme des sanctuaries e l  des places de  culte dans 
! ' areal gctc. l i  existe cncore un grand nombrc de possibil ites ct de nuances dans l ' interpretation 
d'autrcs cnscmblcs ( Ies cschares d 'argi lc dans Ies edi fices d 'habitat, Ies autels d 'argi le dans des 
tumulus sans, ou bicn avcc cntcrrcmcnt) etc. 

La pratique thracc commune de la fondation de sanctuaries ct d'cndroits de culte pres de 
sourccs d 'cau, sur de hauts massifs de roche, dans des conditions climatiques favorablcs et a des 
carrelours importants, se rapportc aussi aux Getes. La vi i le a Sborianovo est ce centre gete 
imp011ant par lequel, de l 'Egee, des marchandises penetraient, par le Danube, dans l ' intericur de 
la Thracc du nord ct de I' Europe. A vcc Ies voics maritimcs est ! ic Ic sanctuaire prcs de l a  
Yailata . La topographie des sanctuarics dans Ies terrcs gctcs est enrichie, aussi, avec l a  
documcntation, pour la premiere fois, de l ' activite de  culte dans I es  grottes, au-dessus des 
caiions pittoresques des rivicres et des ravins dans la Bulgarie du NE (Strclkovo). 
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Les etudcs archeoastronomiqucs montrcnt Ic lien ctroit de la rcsolution spatiale des 
grands ccntres getes, ainsi que de !curs clemcnts separes, avcc l 'hannonie du cosmos (Gcrgova 
2005) .  

La structure des sanctuaries et des temenos - avcc des murs d 'enceinte bas et une entrec 
du sud, correspond au modele mediterranccn commun d' organisation des placcs sacrecs . Les 
constructions de terre glaise et Ies cercles de pierre differcnt par lcur simplicite qui chcrchc unc 
hannonie avec la nature divinifiee. 

La presence de âtres ronds et canes, a part dans Ies edi fices de culte avec des murs en 
apside dans Ies sanctuaries, ainsi que sous des tumulus et d'un typc dctcnnine de tombcaux, 
suggercnt Ies fonctions soulignecs, aussi, des monumcnts scpulcraux de placcs de culte. J ls 
suggerent, aussi, le lien pa1ticulieremcnt etroit des cnte1Tcs avec Ic culte. 

Sous un cicl decouvcrt s 'cffectuent Ies offrandcs sanglantcs et sans cffusion de sang, Ies 
libations,  la dcposition des dans, souvcnt accompagnce de blcssures et de fragmentation des 
obj cts . L 'endroit de depât sont aussi bicn Ies fosscs dans Ies sanctuaries ct Ies endroits sacrcs 
quc Ies  tumulus et Ies necropolcs de tumulus. A part Ies scrviccs, Ies omcmcnts et Ies 
hamachemcnts, dans Ies tcrrcs gctes ctaicnt aussi don nes cn offrandc Ies casqucs d' apparat. 
(!eprosa  2005a, f eprosa 2006, f "eprosa, Teo.uopos 2006). Unc grande partie des dans deposcs 
sont des monuments exclusifs de la toreutique gelc el revclent un mt qui initic et legitimise 
l 'histoire sacrale avec son proprc univcrsum el mcntalile specifique , avec des molifs 
caracleristiqucs, des images, des sccnes el des cercmoniaux deja  cristaliscs (Sîrbu 2002, p. 3 70) . 
L' in fluence de cel art commc unc pmtie de ! ' ideologic gelc, anivc loin a l 'ouesl el au nord de 
I 'Europe et y demeure des siecles plus tard. 

Des donnces dircctes et indircctcs des monumcnls, suggcrcnt quc dcnierc la divcrsitc des 
places de culte el des sanctuarics se cache la praliquc d'un syslcmc ritucl ordonne qui doit etrc 
logiqucment ! ie a unc triade sacrec " hyperboreennc"de la Grande dccssc mere ct scs jumcaux 
Artemis et Apollon, ainsi que la place particulicre d'Arcs dans Ies myslcrcs des guerricrs gctcs. 

Les caracteri stiques revclecs des sanctuaiics et des places de culte gctes ct Ies praliqucs 
cn relation avcc cux, bicn qu ' encore fragmcntccs, rcndcnt cn grande partic objcctives Ies 
asscrtions des autcurs antiqucs et montrcnt l ' imp01tancc des ctudes archeologiques pour 
l 'approfondisscment ultericur de nos connaissanccs sur l ' organisation de la vie rcligicuse ct des 
pratiques des Gctes thraccs. 

Bibliographie 

BeHC.l.lHKOB 11. 1 986. TpaKuilcKomo CbKpom1u1e om Jle11111uiţa, C. 
fa6poBCKH M. Ka1mrnoB CT. 1 980. Ilpomo.i1e 11a Ile?ac, BeKoBe 3,  p. 77-82. 
faihaH,1l)f(HeBa M, IlaB.108 n. 2005 . [/euţepume 6 C6opR11oao (The cavcs in thc Sboryanovo 

rcservc), Hclis V, p. 274-277. 
f cprosa .D,. 1 982.  J7po113XOO, xapw;mep u ownupoaKa 1lll CbKpoauuţemo 0111 Ebp3Ul{ll 16. 

Wepe.1 1e111/, Bap11euau oKpb? (Origin, Charactcr and chronology of the Barzitsa 
treasurc, Vama rcgion), Apxeo11orn51 XXIV,  KIL 3-4, p. 1 - 1 6 . 

feprosa  )],. 1 987 .  CbKpoeuuţama om TpaKUR u xunep6opezin:1m Jtum (Thc Thracian treasures 
and the Hypcrborcan myth), dans nbJirapcKHTe 3e�rn B .ilpes11ocTTa. nb.1rap11 5I  npc3 
cpe,!:J.HOBCKOBHCTO . )],oKJla)lH Ha BTOplUI MC)f(.U)'Hapo.ueH KOHrpec no 6bJirapHCTHKa. T. 
6, p. 53-74. 

68 

https://biblioteca-digitala.ro



f eprosa ,n; .  1 988.  TpaKuucKuRm o6eKm 6 M . "KaMeH puo "Kpau c. MMbK flopoBeiţ-pa3KonKu, 
pe3y!lmamu, npo6JleMu (The Thracian site at the locality "Kamen rid"), Terra Antiqua 
Balcanica III, p. 1 65- 1 72.  

f eprosa ,ll;. 1 990. f eTCKOTO pemffH03HO 11 IIOJIHTHqecKO cpe;::i:mIJ,e B "C6opHHOBO" - HOBH ;::i:aHHH 
3a xapaKTepa MY (The Getic religious and political centre in Sboryanovo - new data 
about its character), Terra Antiqua Balcanica IV, p. 66 - 7 1 .  

feprosa ,n; .  2005 . JlemHuiţa, ÂUtMaH u CambH Xyy. IIapa;::i:HH urneMose H KYJITOBH rrpaKTHKH 
KompepeHI.(HH CbKposttmeTo. CnttseH 2003 , MH<l> 1 0, p. 1 48- 1 62.  

f eprosa ,n;. 2005a. CbKpoBuUţemo om JlemHuiţa. CmpyKmypa u rjJyHKiţuu (The Letnica treasure. 
Structure and functions ), Heros Hephaistos, p. 59-7 1 ,  dans Studia in honorem Liubae 
Ognenova-Marinova. 

reprosa ,n; .  2006. „C6opRH060 ". Pe!lU2UU u naMemHUiţU (Religions and Monuments in the 
Sboryanovo reserve, summ), Helis V, p. 25-38. 

reprosa ,n;, E.  Teo;::i:opos 2006. flpa6b!lcapcKU u mpaKUUCKU CJleOu (Protobulgarian and 
Thracian Traces) l13;::i:. l13TOK - 3arra;::i:. 

feprosa ,n; .  2007. HoBu OaHHU 3a caKpMHama apxumeKmypa 6 OBopa Ha )JeMup 6a6a meKe 
(Nre data about the sacral architecture at "Demir baba teke", p. 47-53 ,  in J13cne.nsaHHH 
s rraMeT Ha aKa;::i:. A . .51sarnos. C. 

feprosa ,ll; . 2007a. Ecxapama 6 2emcKomo no2pe6eHue (The Eschara in the Getic Burial, 
summ), C6opHHK s qecT Ha M. q11qHKosa (rro.n rreqaT). 

roues An., lllanrattosa T. 2006. KepaMUl.[HURm KOMn!leKC Ha meMeHoca „ KaMeH puo „ (The 
pottery complex from temenos Kamen rid, sum.), Helis V, p. 1 94- 203. 

Hsattos ,ll;. 1 975 .  Cpe6bpHomo CbKpoBuUţe om c. EopoBo (The silver treasure from the village of 
Borovo), l13Kycrno, p. 25, 3-4 

M11xaH:nosa )I{ . 2005 . I'lluHeHu 02HuUţa u o!lmapu om mpaKuucKuR 2pao 6 C6opRHOBO 
(npeOBapume!lHU Ha6JlloOeHuR) , MH<l> 9, p. 229-240. 

IIopo)l(aHOB K .  2007 (rro.n rreqaT). TpaKuucKo MopcKo cBemUJlUUle Ha 3anaOHomo l/epHoMopue 
- npu f!U!lama HaO Ka;zuaKpa (Thracian maritime sanctuary on the western Black sea 
coast - at Yailata over Kaliakraq sum.), dans C6opHHK s qecT Ha M. qHqHKosa. 

TottKosa. M .  2006. 3a oamama u xapaKmepa Ha CbKpoBuUţemo om cpe6bpHu HaKumu om 
l/eJ110U1Huiţa (A propos la date et le charactere du tresor de Cheluchnitza, sum.), Helis 
V, p. 5-44 1 .  

qepHHX E. 1 978. TopHoe Oe!lo u Mema!l!lyp2uR 6 ope61leuU1eu Eo!lcapuu, Coqrn». 
qepHbIX E. 1 978. TopHOe Oe!lO u Mema!l!lyp2uR 6 ope6HeUU1eu 50J12apuu, c. 
qHqHKosa M. c KOJieKTHB 1 988 .  Pa3KonKu Ha mpaKuucKu yKpeneH 2pao npu BooHama 

iţeHmpa;za Kpau c . M. flopoBeiţ, Pa32paOcKa 06J1acm (Excavation of the fortified 
Thracian town near the Water power station, M. Porovets village, Razgrad region), AOP 
rrpe3 1 987 r., I>naroesrpa.n, p. 55-57. 

Balkanska A. 1 998.  The Thracian Sanctuary at "Demir bab teke ", Sofia. 
Comsa M. 1 994. Les atres de culte chez Ies Geto-Daces de Roumanie, Ancient Thrace, 

Komotini, p. 247-260. 
Domaradzki M. 1 994. Les lieux de culte thraces (deuxieme moitie du /le - Ier mill. av. J-C.), 

Helis III, p. 69- 1 08 .  
Gergova D. 1 988 .  Las ofrendas sacradas de !os tracios, dans Tesoros de las tierras Bulgaras. 

Pabellon Mudejar, p. 1 9-22. 
Gergova D. 1 992. lnterdisciplinary approach in the investigations of Sboryanovo, Helis II, p. 9-22. 

69 

https://biblioteca-digitala.ro



Gergova D.  1 996. 06peObm Ita o6e3CMbpmR6aHemo 6 ope6Ha TpaKUR (The Rite of 
Immortalization in Ancient Thrace) ( Eng. Summary) (=) Agato, Sofia. 

Gergova D. ,  I. Iliev, V. Rizzo 1 994. Seismic Effects an Tombs in Sveshtari, dated to the 
Hellenistic period, dans Terremoti et Civilta Abitative. Roma, ottobre 1 993, Annali 
Geofisici. 

Gergova D. 2000. Sboryanovo - lnvestigations, Discoveries and Problems, p. 1 7-24, dans Japan 
ICOMOS Information, 4. 

Gergova D. 2005 . Sboryanovo - The Sacred Land of the Getae. Bulgarian Besteseller. 
Gergova D. 2007. L 'eschare dans le monde de Thrace et Celte, p. 1 49- 1 65 ,  dans Proceedings of 

the International Colloquium Thracians and Celts, Bistriţa, 1 8-20 of May 2006, Cluj­
Napoca (V. Sîrbu and D. L. Vaida Eds.). 

Gergova D. 2007a. Die Bestattungssitten der Thraker, p. 59-68, in Die a/ten Ziwilisationen 
Bulgariens. Das Gold der Thraker, Basel. 

Marazov I. 1 997. Ancient Gold. The wealth of the Thracians. Treasures from the Republic of 
Bulgaria. 

Sîrbu, V. 2002. "The Gloden Age"  of the Getae Princes (+ 350 - + 250 BC),  p. 370-388, in 
flzw11, Studia ln honorem Prof dr. Ivan I. Marazov, Sofia. 

Vulcheva D. 2000. Burials at "Novite korenezi ". Cult Place in Sboryanovo Archaeological 
Reservation, p. 2 1 3- 224, dans Pratiquesfunerarires dans ! 'Europe des XJTf-f s. av. J­
C. Actes du Ille Colloqie Inernational d 'Archeologie Funerarire, Tulcea. 

70 

https://biblioteca-digitala.ro



Th ·1. P ·n 

P ·n 

1 .  Plan general de Sborianovo. 

7 1  

https://biblioteca-digitala.ro



a 

c 

2. Le sanctuaire de Kamen rid 
a. aper9u general sur Ies fouilles 
b. autels d'argile 
c. le cercle de pierre de l'epoque hellenistique 
d. vases ceramiques, ceramique et trouvailles 
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3 .  Le sanctuaire pres de Demir baba teke. 
a. plan general 

Ta6/\o I 

J 

b. aper�u general sur les fouilles. A.Balkanska 
c .  ceramique du sanctuaire et trouvailles 

I 

d. une partie du mur en apside avec l'omphalos. Fouilles 2004. 
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4. a. Strelkovo-Badjaliata - monnaies; b-c Sboryanovo-Novite koreneji - ceramique 
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CTpe11Koso 2005 r. 
o6eKT Ea3a;:p1<11.RTa 
Tonorpacp11.R 11 cxeMa 
Ha nemep11Te 

ron�MaTa newepa 

"newepaTa-sxoJI" 

5 .  Le sanctuaire de roche pres du village de Strelkovo, region de Silistra 
a. plan general 
b-c. fosses de roche 
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6 .  Trouvai lle col lective de Barzitza, region de Provadia 
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7c 

7. Les plaques-applications vers un casque d'apparat de tresor de Letnitza (7a-c) et casque 
d'apparat de Satton Hoo (7d) 
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SACRIFICING "AFTER THE ANCESTRAL CUSTOM". 

An attempt at reconsidering the Thracian pit sanctuaries 

Lyubava Konova (Sofia - Bulgaria) 

Key-words :  Thracian pit sanctuarics, bothroi in the Greek world, rituals. 

Thc problcms rclated to the ritual practiccs in thc so-cal l cd pit sanctuarics in thc W est 
Pontic rcgion and to thosc in thc mainland, arc far not ncw. Thc increasing intcrcst in their 
interprctation has bccn provokcd by severa! ncwly cxcavatcd sitcs and by gcncralizcd studics in 
thc Bulgaiian and in thc Romani an literat urc as wcll (f eoprneBa 1 99 1 ,  p .  1 - 1 1 ;  nayttoB 1 998, p. 
7- 1 3 ; rcoprHCBa ct al. 1 999, p. 1 64- 1 83 ;  l:)a; i a6a110B 2002, p .  24 1 -542; Vulchcva 2002, p .  1 03-
1 25 ;  Tonkova 2003, p .  479-504; ToHKOBa 2005, p .  67-73;  Tonkova 2005;  fast in  Sirbu 2006). 
The profound study on the matter madc so far provided undoubtedly a good factual databasc for 
furthcr debates and hypothcscs. 

Thc outgoing point of this essay rcprcscnts onc pai1icular casc - that of thc pit sanctuary 
by Debclt, locatcd in thc southern l ittoral of thc Western Pontos. J ts chronological position in 
thc ih - 4111 ccnturics B .C.  and thc main charactcristics or  thc pits - such as spatia I organizat ion, 
shape, construction and fil ling show ce11ain unifonnities with thc contcmporary or cartier 
complcxcs in thc Thracian mainland (rcoprncBa 1 99 1 ,  p. 1 - 1 1 ;  rcoprncna ct al. 1 999, p. 1 70-
1 73 ;  E>ana6aHOB 2002, p. 24 1 -542; Vulchcva 2002, p. 1 03- 1 25 ;  Tonkova 2003, p .  479-499; 
ToHKOBa 2005, p .  67-73) (Fig. 1 ). 

Thc synchronous appcarancc of thc so-cal lcd pit-ficlds, thcir disllibution arca and thc 
typological similaiitics, arc thc common critcria for considcring thcm as a Thracian 
phcnomcnon (fast in Oppcm1ann 2004, p. 3 1 ,  34, 94). Othcr group of authors is rcasonably 
moderate to such concept spcciiying thc cxistcncc of parallcls in diffcrcnt rcgions of thc ancicnt 
world - Grccce, Central Europe etc . (f eoprneBa ct al. 1 999, p .  1 74;  E>a1a6attoB 2002, p .  544-
545;  Vulchcva 2002, p .  1 03 - 1 25 ;  Tonkova 2003, p .  483) .  

Howcvcr, thc main point of di ffcrcncc bctwccn thc pits in thc Thracian inlands and in 
Dcbclt is thc material found in thcir fi l ling - thc lattcr oftcn rcprcsenting Grcck importcd warc, 
which carlicst date - thc late ih ccntu1y B.C. coincidcs with the cstablishment of thc neighbor 
Grcck scttlcmcnt Apol lonia Pontica (Fig.2) . Hcncc thc general structurc of the pits and thc 
rituals obscrvcd thcrc cnhanccs a principal compaiison with thc 1itual practice perfom1cd in 
bothroi in thc sanctuarics of somc Grcck colonics as thcsc in Odcssos, Histria and Olbia 
(TOH'ICBa 1 967, p . 1 57 ff; la st in rcoprttCBa ct al. 1 999, p. 1 7 1  ). Thc function or thc pit 
structurcs (bothroi) attestcd thcre has bccn considcrcd reccntly as "serving probably for bmying 
thc items of  ritual furnishing and apparatus no longcr in usc" (rcoprncBa ct al .  1 999, p. 1 70, 1 74 
with rcforcnccs; last in Rusyacva 2003,  p. 1 1 0). 

Although it sccms that this statement rcquircs more dctai lcd study of cach pai1icular 
casc. Thc rcason for that arc thc scholars' argumcnts for thc el osc rclationship of thc bothroi in 
somc Grcck sanctuarics with thc worship of Asclcpius, or of chthonic deitics and/or hcroes 
(Ekroth 1 998,  p. 1 20- 1 27; RicthmUl lcr 1 999, p. 1 23- 1 43 ;  RicthmUllcr 200 1 ;  Monis ct al. 2002) . 

79 

https://biblioteca-digitala.ro



Furthcr on thc similaritics in thc shapc, f"i ll ing and stratigraphy or thc pits cithcr in thc Thracian 
lands or in thc Grcck mainland ( for thc pit structurcs in thc Grcck world compare in Ekroth 
1 998, p. 1 20- 1 27; MoITis ct a l .  2002 passim) provides a linn base for establishing at )cast a 
fo1111al conncction bctwccn thc ritual actions pcrfonncd there. 

Judging from this  point or view, the general di ffcrcnce betwecn bothroi in Grcek 
sanctuarics and thc pit structurcs in thc pcriphe1y or the Grcek world should be scarched in the 
main p1inciplcs or organization or  thc sacrcd space, according to which the fonner were 
organizcd a llcr a "classical" pattcrn. Although thc exploit or this vicw could bc a misleading 
outgoing point for cxaminc thc qucstion, bccausc thc forn1al critcria for distinguishing them l ic  
cithcr in the prcscncc or abscncc or  cult bui ldings - tcmplcs, temenos wall ,  altar etc . ,  the lattcr 
appcaring somctimcs in thc Thracian pit sanctuarics as well . 

Jn  thc archacological complex in "Kostadin cheshma" in Dcbclt, a round rock-cut 
structurc with charcoal traccs around it, rectangular ashlar platlonns, a ritual ditch and ceramic 
ti·agmcnts around thc pits wcrc documcntcd (f;aria6a1 10B 1 999, p .  69-7 1  ) .  Simi lar situation was 
obscrvcd also in thc arca of Drama, Yambol rcgion - in thc so cal led Early Imn Agc structure B 
in thc place Kai1yaka, which rcprcscnts an cllipsoidal stonc ring around a circular stonc 
pavcmcnt (Jhixap.'.lyc ct al .  200 1 p. 1 36- 1 37,  lig. 47) (Fig. 3). Jn thc rcccntly cxplored "pit 
liclds" from thc Early lron Agc to 5th - 4111 ccntmy B.C.  in Polski Gradcts by Radnevo and 
Malko Tarnovo by Chirpan (both locatcd to thc south of Hacmus mountain), severa! stonc altars 
imposing in thcir sizcs and horscshoc-shapcd cult ditchcs with stonc platfonns around the pits 
wcrc rcportcd (HHKOB 2005 , p. 67; ToHKOBa, .LI.mmTpos 2005, p. 75-76). 

Jt is howcvcr vcry speculative to state, that thc structurcs dcscribed abovc represent a 
spcci lic Thracian phcnomcnon . Onc or  thc rcasons is thc abovc mcntioned similaiitics with 
contcmporaiy, carlicr or latcr complexcs within thc ancicnt world, among which thc recently 
rcp011cd archacological structurcs in thc Acropolis of Monte Pol izzo, ncar Ag1igcnto in Sicily 
cvokcs special intcrcst ( Fig. 4). Conccrning thc 01igin or thc phcnomcnon, thc conclusions or  
thc cxcavators bascd on a largc scale obscrvations i s ,  that "Thc datcs suggest that or  round 
chthonic shrincs with pits wcrc transmittcd from onc culturc to another, the most plausible 
dircction is  from Sicily to thc Acgcan. Thc mast plausible sccnario i s  that Grcck scttlers adoptcd 
somc indigcnous rcligious activitics, but adoptcd thcm to thcir own purposcs, including (but not 
rcstrictcd to) chthonic cult. Agrigcnto may havc bccn thc major point or interaction" (Monis et 
al. 2002, p, 56) .  

Taking into considcration thc casc or thc Thracian pit  sanctuaries, which location points 
approx imatcly thc main contact dircctions along thc rivcr val lcys in the timc prcdating the Greek 
colonization and later - (sec Fig. 1 ), it is rcasonablc to state that thcrc wcrc severa ! points of 
intcraction whcrc thc Greck scttlers probably adopted simi lar typc of ritcncss. Thus far the 
consistent deve lopment or thc lattcr throughout thc whole Roman agc in Thrace can bc quali iied 
as a phcnomcnon or thc diachronic development of thc society. 

Thc hypothcsis cnhanccs the search for 1ln1her typological and essential similaiitics 
betwccn the hothroi in thc Grcck tcmplcs and the so-called pit lields in Thracc. One of them is 
thc cxistcnce or simple altar-likc structurcs, attcstcd in severa) Thracian pit-complexcs. Thc 
samc charactcristic has bccn obscrvcd in many Grcck sanctuaiics from thc archaic and carlier 
pcriods as wcll .  As a mattcr or fact thc latcr divcrgcncc bctwecn the construction and 
anangcmcnt or both was obviously dctcnnincd by thc general ideologica! trcnds of the polis' 
claboration li:om onc sidc, and by the conservatism or the non-polis society from thc other (<t>oJI 
B. 2006, p .  30-3 1 ). 
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Thc next point of rcscmblancc is the ritual itsclf and the sac1i ficial practices perfonned 
in pits. Thc analysis of thc bone rcmains outlincs following picturc : 

1 .  According to thc observations, the majority of bone dcposits represent the practice to 
storc only particular parts of the victims (rcopr11csa ct al .  1 999, p. 1 77;  J;a,1 a6attos 2002, p. 
542; for analyses sec Tonkova 2003). In some of the cascs a culinary treatment is  detected 
(reoprnesa et al. 1 999, p. 1 77;  Tonkova 2003 , p. 487). The combination of the latter with finds 
of vegetable origin, broken vcsscls etc . makcs possible to suggest that wc are dealing here with 
some kind of sacrifice analogous to the wcl l-known archaic and classical Greek thysia. 

Thc basic elemcnts of the latter include thc slaughter of the victim on the altar, strewed 
by grains, collccting thc blood in a vcsscl and libation, fol lowcd by common dining of the 
worshippcrs (Jamcson 1 994,35 ;  Scullion 2000, 1 63- 1 7 1 ;  Ekroth 2000, p. 267 - 268; Gebauer 
2002, p. 255) .  More rarely this practice was complctely rcplaced by holocaust, but as a rulc thc 
god' s  portion was only a pai1 of thc victim dcstroycd by buming (Jamcson 1 994, p .  35 ;  Gebaucr 
2002, p. 255-256). Thc rest was usually consumcd by the worshipcrs, which may represent the 
most plausiblc cxplanation or thc bones with culinary trcatment in the Thracian pit sanctuaries. 
This ba sic conclusion givcs rise to the hypothesis that somc of the ceramic fragments - of those 
particular shapcs dcsigned for eating and drinking could bc intcrpretcd as feasting traces. 

2. Thc sccond possible interpretation deals with the cases when the ritual could be 
modi ficd by a theoxenia clement, i . c .  by offering of the preparcd food to the gods. As far as the 
theoxenia ritual was accompanicd usually by meat and fruit offerings (Jameson 1 994, p. 35 -
57), thc vcgctablc rcmains and thc intact vcsscls such as amphorac etc. point probably at similar 
practice. 

Thc third casc is  that of thc large bone dcposits, attestcd in Drama (J1Hxap.Zlyc H Jlp. 
200 1 ,  p .  1 43) and in thc pcriphery or onc tumulus in I stria (Alexandrescu, Evtimie 1 959, p. 1 43 
- 1 64; Alexandrescu 1 966, p. 409 - 422). This special phenomenon could be probably 
considcrcd in rclationship with the so-callcd bone-altars made of skulls ,  homs and/or of the 
thighs of thc victims, known from thc l itcrary description of the famous altar of Apollo at Delas 
and from thc archacologically attcstcd practice at Didyma, Samos and Ephcsos (Hăgg 1 998, p. 
53-54; Chcnal-Vclardc, Studcr 2003 , p.  2 1 5  - 220) . 

3 .  The ncxt point conccms thc practice of depositing whole animals .  I t  rcpresents a type 
of rclativcly rare ritual action in casc of thc pit-sanctuarics, but on the other hand it was attested 
more oiicn in funcral context. Thc common victims arc horsc, shecp, he-goat, ram, dog and cat 
in onc casc - thc lattcr attcstcd in a pit in Dcbclt sanctuary (oa1a6attoB 1 999, p. 69, 72, 74) . This 
practice, as I would suggcst resembles thc sphagia ritual, which is also wel l known from the 
writtcn sourccs sincc the Linear B tablcts (Palaima 2004, p. 225) .  The fcatures distinguishing it 
from thc more regular thysia arc the special trcatmcnt of thc victim and the prominence of thc 
blood offering. At this kind or sacri fice no altar was uscd, no fire was lit; the animal was simply 
killed and thc blood t1owcd on thc ground or into a bothros (Ekroth 2000, p. 269 - 27 1 ;  Gebauer 
2002, p. 255-256; 280-28 1 with refcrcnccs) . 

According to the widely spread opinion, this type of ritual action scems to have been 
perfonned on thc battlcfield (Ekroth 2000, p. 276-279), or in connection with the rnost 
sacramental rituals, such as pmification and/or oaths (Gcbaucr 2002, p. 255). At this point it 
could bc probably cornparcd to thc signiticance of thc human sacri fice, which represents also an 
extreme casc or sacri ficial practice (To11Kosa 2005, p. 70) . The examples of that type wcre 
attcsted in Dcbclt, Glcdachcvo, Malko Tarnovo, Chirpan region, Drama, Durankulak ( last in 
TonKosa 2005, p. 70-7 1  with l iteraturc) and in some complexes north of the Danube river, 
which arc l ater in date ( last in Sirbu 2006, p. 59 with references). As it has becn confinned by 
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thc w1ittcn sourccs, thc human sacri fice was quitc not unusual for ancicnt Thrace ( for litcrary 
cvidcnccs sec in l lo 110B 1 989, p. 55-67 with rcfcrcnccs) and - as the archacologically attcsted 
examples from thc t11 ccntu1y B .C .  onwards show, it can bc rcgardcd also as a diachronic 
practice comparcd with thc litcrary known instanccs from Hcl las itsc lr  ( for discussion on thc 
human sacri fice sec Hcinrichs 1 98 1 ,  p . 1 95 - 242; Hughes 1 99 1 ;  Brown 1 99 1 ;  Antonacio 1 995 ; 
<DoJI B .  2006, p. 1 1 6 , 1 5 1 - 1 53) .  

Dcspitc or thc unce11ainty or  thc comparison bctwccn literat)' na1i-ativcs and 
archacological situations, it is cicar that the main component or thc 1itual practice - thc pit, 
testifics to thc promincncc of blood and/or libation sac1i ficcs, which arc wcll attcstcd in thc 
1ituals or severa) chthonic dcitics and/or hcrocs, as in thc li terat)' known instanccs or Agamcdcs 
at thc Trophonios oraclc in Lebadeia,  in thc Athcnian Ercchthcion etc. ( for rm1hcr cxamp lcs sec 
Ekroth 2000, p. 274 - 275) ( Fig. 5) . This association rcquircs severa) points of considcration . 

Thc onc dcals with thc old-Grcck tcrn1 covcting thc mcaning or  thc blood sac1i licc -

Evayi.�EtV, KaTayi.�ElV, translatcd as "to bc part or thc pollution" (Power, Nagy 1 999, p. 45 1 ) , 
or similarly as "to absorb thc victim and\or its blood" as an instrument for achicving thc sacrcd 
purity (LSJ s .v . ;  for fut1hcr intcrprctation sec in <Do.r1 2002, p. 286) .  According to thc commonly 
acccptcd vicw bascd on thc analysis or thc tcrn1ino logy or thc ancicnt writtcn rccords, thc tcnn 
usc to designate thc rituals associatcd with chthonic dcitics or hcrocs (sec in J la1osa 2000, p .  
1 39; the rclation to  thc human sac1ificcs sec in  Yanakicva 2005 with rcfcrcnccs), as distinct to 
thc verb Ofo::tv applicd to thc Olympian sac1i ficc. As far as in thc pit sanctuarics and also in thc 
archacological material from Hcllas thc cxistcncc or  both ritual catcg01ics - thysia and .�phagia 
is attcsted, thc literai)' dcc larcd di ffcrcncc bctwccn Olyrnpian and a non-Olympian titc cvokcs 
ce11ain embaITassmcnts. 

Thc inconsistent infonnation givcn by thc writtcn and thc archacological rccords was 
convincingly clucidatcd in thc recent studics on thc problem. Thc main point or thc authors is  
that thc sharp distinction bctwcen Olyrnpic and chthonic gods ( i .c .  the ritual complcxes and thc 
ritual cquipmcnt) did not always exist at )cast unti l the post-C lassical period ( for dctailcd 
analysis sec Ekroth 1 998, p .  1 29-2 1 3 ; Scul lion 2000, p. 1 63- 1 7 1 ; Ekroth 2002, p. 23 - 1 28,  1 29-
2 1 3) .  In summa1y, thc author providcs a userul criticai rcvicw or thc tcnns and dcfinitions 
conncctcd with Grcek hcro-cults and attcmpts to refutc thc traditional assumption that di ffcrcnt 
rituals scparatcd the heavcnly gods from the hcrocs/chthonic gods and shows convincingly that 
the main ritual for both groups is thc thysia sac1i ficc followcd by dining (Ekroth 1 998,  I 1 7- 1 29; 
Ekroth 2000, p .  263-279; on thc hcro-cults sec last in Antonacio 1 995 ; Dcoudi 1 999; Foi V. 
2005) .  

An additional cxplanation givcs thc text of thc sacrcd law from Sclinous prcscribing 
annual sac1i ficcs to a scrics or supernatural figurcs - Zcus Eumcncs, the Eumcnidcs, Zeus 
Mcil ichios and thc Tritopatores in conncction to thc Kotytia festival (Jamcson, Jordan, 
Kotansky 1 993). Thc lattcr arc first dcscribcd as "pollutcd" and thc proccdurc is cxplicitly "as 
for hcrocs", which includcs libation down trough a roof or thc hypogcum, i . c .  from thc top into 
the ground. Ncxt it come thc proccdurc of burning or thc ninth part of thc animal, thc rest or  
which was probably dincd on. Altcr that thcrc follows a sacri fice of  a rul l-grown ship, 
accompanicd by libation or honcy mixturc and by ol ive, fruit and meat offc1ings - this timc to 
thc "pure Tritopatorcs" as to thc gods (A 1 3  - 1 7) .  

Thc text cvokcs special intcrcst in  two points .  
Thc first onc conccrns thc naturc or thc so-cal lcd collcctivc anccstors, which namc has 

bccn rccognizcd as carly as in Linear B tablcts (Dcoudi 1 993, p .  3, nn 7-8 ; <Do:1 2004, p .  1 5 1  ) .  
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Thc latcr litcrary elaboratcd concept dcscribcs thcm as "the first-bom offspring of 
Uranus and Gaia" or as souls bcaring winds (after <t>o: 1  2004, p .  1 50- 1 5 1  with analysis of thc 
written rccords) . Summing up, thc perccption of the primordial ancestral spirits could bc 
considercd as similar to thc concept of the relict or hist01ical pcrsonal itics- thc hcrocs, whosc 
divine or semi-divine naturc havc bcen ritually or literal ly mythologizcd in thc coursc of thc 
ideologica! development of thc Grcck polis (Antonacio 1 995, p. 267-268;  Hall 2002, p. 93-98). 
S imilar process is  evident in the litcrary treatmcnt of a range of thc Thracian mythological 
figurcs - thc king-herocs, prophets and anthropodaimones Rhcsos, Orpheus etc. (Foi V. 2005). 
The basic trends of thc crcation and development of such typc of images and ritual practiccs 
originatc probably in the Myccncan past, but thcy are also evident within somc latcr 
archacological complcxes in Thracc. Thcrcby hangs also thc introduction of thc terni 
"Myccncan Thracc" as a dcsignation or  thc long-living and vivid "Myccncan" tradition and 
ritual practice in Thracc (<t>on 1 998, p. 1 07- 1 1 8 ; <t>on B. 2003, p. 23 8-24 1 ;  Foi V. 2005). 

Howcvcr thc search of complete cohcrencc of thc litcra1y naintivcs and thc 
archaeologically attcstcd situations secms to bc more or lcss tricky mattcr. This approach has 
rnuch in common with thc contextual archacology promulgatcd by I .  Hodder (Hoddcr 1 987, 
p .  l O) and followcd in somc cxtent by C. Antonaccio, who argucs that "thc contextual approach 
opens new possibilities of undcrstanding mcaning by emphasizing thc context or ritual action 
and its traces in thc material record. Context includcs regional vaiiation and similaritics, 
o tTcrings and actions made in a varicty or circumstanccs, prcscrvcd w1itten sourccs and 
historical frameworks" (Antonaccio 1 995, p. 9) . 

Expl01ing the confrontation bctwecn writtcn rccords or epic and/or of mythological hcro 
worship and the material traces of ritual activity at diffcrcnt localitics in Grcccc, thc author has 
dcmonstratcd thc ra1ity of hero cult bcforc the archaic pc1iod. On thc othcr hand thcrc is a cicar 
"concern for cxtcndcd rituals conncctcd with thc dcad and a great deal or cvidcncc considcring 
drinking and fcasting as an imp01tant social institution in thc I ron Agc" (Antonaccio I 995 ,  p. 
1 97). Furthcr cxamination or thc qucstion lcads to thc conclusion of cc1tain continuity or thc 
practice for rcusing or placing oiTc1ings in thc Mycenean tombs as mani festation cither or a typc 
of local hcro-cults or as ancestral worship with thc most promincnt cxamplc in thc "aristocratic" 
tomb of Lcikandi (Antonacio 1 995, p. 1 99-220). 

Thc ncxt imp01tant point in this conncction is that thc tomb cult, cspccially whcn sccn as 
a manifcstation or hcro cult has bccn conncctcd most probably with the "loss of thc stable power 
strncturc" and thus far intcndcd to cstablish a conncction with thc ancicnt inhabitants and to 
avc1t thc angcr of the anonymous powcr in the land (Antonacio 1 995, pp. 6-7 with rc lcrcnccs). 
Fol lowing this general trend of thc studics and thc inforniation givcn by thc archacological and 
writtcn cvidenccs of all thrcc catcgorics - tomb -, hcro cult and anccstors' worship, onc of thc 
most plausiblc suggcstions conccms thc proccss of thcir litcra1y convergcncc. I n  addition thc 
lattcr is explicitly attestcd in thc casc of thc thrcc-sidcd complcxcs in Erctria, on the Athcnian 
Agora and of thc Archcgcsion on Delas, considcred eithcr as hcroăns or as cult placcs of thc 
collcctivc ancestors - thc Tritopatores (sec in Antonaccio 1 995, p. 263 ff; Ekroth 1 998, p. I I 9). 
This convergencc is also evident in thc text or Sclinous' sacrcd law prescribing sac1i ticcs to thc 
Tritopatorcs, which arc thc same "as for the hcrocs" (A 9, aftcr Jamcson, Jordan, Kotansky 
1 993). 

Taking this into considcration and in thc light of thc abovc argucd abscncc or cicar 
diffcrcncc betwecn thc Olympic and chthonian sacrifice (sec last in Ekroth 2000, 263-279), 
therc is no reason to consider thc meaning or Ka-rayl.�Et v and 8uEt v as dciining thc "markcd 
and "unmarkcd sacrificcs" ( for furthcr commcnts sec Scullion 2000, 1 64- 1 65,  supra 4). Thc 
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mast plausible intcrprctation seems to bc in thc concept that both vcrbs arc intended to designate 
the scquence or thc ritual action as thcy were described for instance in Sclinous ' text - first to 
perfonn thc puri fication of the "pollutcd T1itopatores" (katagidsein), after which there fol lows 
the sac1i fice to the "pure Tritopatores . . .  as to the gods (thuein) (A 1 3  - 1 7) .  

Thc typc and thc sequcnce of thcse ritual  actions give onc more point of comparison with 
the rituals in thc Thracian pit sanctuarics. Thc mast plausiblc reconstruction based on the sacred 
law of Selinous and on thc interprctation of thc archacological situation offered so far, outlines a 
range of purificatory rituals, such as blood sacrifice and l ibations of liquids into the ground (pit) 
to thc "pol luted Tritopatores as to the hcrocs" followed by regular thysia-l ike actions to the pure 
ancestral spirits "as to thc gods". A clue to understanding thc meaning of this ritual  is provided 
by thc passage in Porphyr. (de ant. Nymph. 3 1  ), quoting Pherecydcs of Syros, who mentions 
rcccsscs, and dens (pits), cavcs, gates, and ports 1 , mcaning in a riddling manner the passage of 
the souls to  and from carthly cxistcncc (sec thc comments in  Scaford 1 986, p. 1 3 ; last in <t>on B. 
2000, p .  20-2 1 ;  Foi  V .  2003, p. 239-250). According to Scaford this idea could bc considered as 
dcriving from ritual, probably similar to that or  severa) Greck mysteries, which may well have 
involvcd thc cavcs, ditchcs and gatcs listcd by Phcrekydes (Scaford 1 986, p .  1 3- 1 4) .  As it was 
dcmonstratcd, the cvcntually ritual origin of this concept could give some clue to the 
intcrprctation or thc pit structurcs attcstcd in Thracian context being an essential  instrument 
associatcd with thc transfonnation and contact between this and the Underworld. 

At thi s point the idea cohcrcs in gcncrally thc Hittitc practices, which, even representing 
spatially and chronologically distant cascs providc striking analogics with aur recent subject. 
Severa) tcxts discusscd rccently by Collins describc a numbcr of ritual actions addressed to the 
Dark Ea11h Goddcss and thc Anunnaki - thc Primordial Undcrworld dcities (sec Collins 1 995, p. 
224-23 8). Usually thcy wcrc pcrfonncd aut of doors and communication achieved by means of 
pits dig into thc ground in rcsponsc to a specific problem. The mast promincnt rcfcrence to the 
signi ficancc o r  this ritual clement is givcn by thc inclusion of the Pit (Api) among the gods of 
thc Undcrworld, which is nat so much a tcstimony of its divine status as i t  is  a rccognition of its 
cxtra-human powcr to connect thc rea Im of thc gods with that of thc man (Collins 1 995,  p .  225). 
Thc pit has bccn considercd to serve a number of functions in Hittitc ritual :  as a channel for the 
chthonic dcities and as a doar through which they rcccive offcrings; as a way of insu ring fertility 
of thc carth and humans;  as a means of disposing of impurities by consigning them to the earth 
as an offc1ing or finally to attract thc dcity to hcr ncw home (Collins 1 995 , p. 226). Concerning 
thc animal sacrifice in which thc blood has playcd significant role, the mast common victims 
wcre larnbs, shccp and piglets - the lattcr giving the main rcason for drawing "tantalizing" 
parallcls with somc of thc practiccs attcstcd within the Grcek Thesmophoria and the Eleusinian 
rnysterics (sec Collins 1 995, p .  237-238) .  

To go iln1hcr on, it sccms alsa acccptablc to cxtcnd the diapason of Collins '  arguments 
and to point at ccrtain similarities with thc abovc dcscribed practiccs in the Thracian pit 
cornplcxes, which may have an origin in the common set of ideas dcvelopcd in a process of the 
wcll attcstcd Thracian - Anatolian inten-clations since the carliest pcriods in thcir history. 

In the light of thc analogics givcn so far, severa) conclusions are possible. The rituals 
attcsted in thc Thracian pits are mast probably related and addressed to chthonic deities, but they 
alsa havc to do somchow with thc notion of thc primordial anccstors - anthropodaimones and 

1 rnu Lupi.ou <l>EpEKu8ou �1uxou<; 
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Lords of thc inhabitcd lands. Thc lattcr could be considcred to be rcminiscent of thc concept of 
thc hcrocs crcatcd and idcologically claboratcd in the course of the Grcck polcis development. 
Thcrc arc severa) additional facts that spcak in supp011 of this .  

Thc iirst onc is implicit in  the possibilities to  cstablish a tcITitorial relationship bctwcen 
pit sanctuarics, scttlcmcnts and nccropoliscs existcd on onc and the samc place. In some of thc 
cases therc are vcry important observations made by the cxcavators. Severa) examples as those 
in Troyanovo, Dcbclt, Drama, Stal iyska mahala etc. point al the consecutive existcnce of earlier 
settlcments and latcr pit sanctuaiies or at a co-cxistcncc of pits and necropolises as well (noues 
l 996; Jhixap!lyC ct al .  200 1 ,  p. 1 8 1 ,  fig. 60; rocrro;:urnos, Kocrnsa 2005, p. 54-55 ;  omKKOBa, 
H11KOB 2005, p. 74; I l cxp1130B, Ba:1c11rnu0Ba 2006, p. 1 44 - 1 45 ;  To11KOBa, MHKOB 2006, p. 1 66 
- 1 67). 

Accordingly one may supposc, that thc rituals attcstcd in thc pit sanctuaries wcre 
probably intendcd to puri ly and to sancti fy ccrtain tcnitory, which was bclieved as belonging to 
thc ancestral spirits . Thcrcfore they nccd to bc propitiatcd by libations, animal and blood 
sac1i fices as "to thc herocs" in ordcr to rcalize thcir transfo1111ation and regencration - an idea 
which is comparablc with thc notion givcn by Phcrckydcs .  Altcr that thc new-born pure spirits 
shall bc worshiped "as gods" according to tenninology of thc Scl inous sacred law. The sccond 
motive could bc scarchcd in the nccd of self-dcfinition of thc community, which confi1111ed 
1itually it' s autochthony by mcans of thc dcsc1ibed ritcs. Thc most substantial proofs in support 
arc somc pa1ticular finds, which arc common to thc invcntory of the pits. Those are thc clay 
rcrnains originating frorn evc1y pait of thc housc, wall-plastcr, fi:agments of  portablc hcarths etc. 
(summarizcd in rcoprncna ct a l . .  1 999, p. 1 7 1 ;  for thc last attestcd examplcs of similar practiccs 
sec in HexpH30B, Ba.JleHTHHOBa 2006, p. 1 44; TottKOBa, reoprnesa 2006, p. 1 64- 1 65 ;  ToHKOBa, 
M 11KoB 2006, p. 1 66- 1 67). To this catcgory bclong probably sornc special vesscl 's fragrncnts 
with stamps or insc1iptions rcfcning to thc eventual namcs of scttlemcnts as this from Debelt 
(na: 1a6a11on 1 999, p .74, fig. 1 6) (Fig. 6). 

Fol lowing this trend of intcrpretation, thc cases in which only parts of human skeletons 
or singlc skulls havc bccn attcstcd (oaJJa6auoB 1 999, p. 69) could be considered as a symbolic 
act of lying to rest thc ancestral rclics. This suggcstion docs not contradict thc statement that 
thcy may rcprescnt a typc of prccautionary mcasurc against a hannfol dcad, who lies unburied 
(reoprn:esa 1 999, p. 227; Gcorgicva 2003 , p. 3 1 8-3 1 9) .  Thcrc is although worth to note, that the 
anthropodaimones - thc lords of thc land arc also ablc to get thc community in trouble  if they 
wcrc not appcascd by sacri fi cc. 

Thc next group of finds, which according to some opinions rcprcscnt typical "objccts of 
thc cult", such as the roughly shapcd clay figurincs, diccs etc . a l lows to be intcrprcted in thc 
samc context . Thcir rare occmTcncc, as pointed out by sornc scholars, is  not as surprising as it 
was considcrcd to bc (na1a6attos 2002, p. 542). This typc of objccts evoked special intcrcst 
among many Bulga1ian scholars from thc 501h years of thc Iast century onwards (M11KoB B .  
1 958,  p.  657 - 67 1 ;  Ta"!esa - X11rnsa M .  1 97 1 ;  Teo.aoCHeB 1 990; <llo.1 1 99 1 ,  p. 83-95; 1 1 4- 1 20;  
Tco)..loc11cB 1 992). 

Jn thc coursc of my recent study on the problem it secms that thc most plausible clue to 
thcir intcrprctation is not sirnply in their shapc (as in Tco;10CHeB 1 990, 1 992), but in the act of 
thcir modcling and dcpositing in a particular context (Konova 2004; Kottosa 2005). Working 
down figurincs of clay (mud, soil) is signi iicant of the ritual purification by itscl f, as refcncd 
also by thc Hittitc tcxts (Col lins 1 995, p. 227-228). Thc act of lying thern into the pit could be 
cornparcd - although with ccrtain rcscrvations, with thc wholc set of actions,  dcscribcd in the 
orphic nanative about thc Argonauts as wc li (for interpretation sec in <llo;l 2002, p. 1 20- 1 22). 
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Thc text givcs an account of thc rituals perfo1111cd by Orpheus - not thc singcr, but thc magician, 
intcnded to appease the mighty chthonic A1tcmis - thc guardian or the gatc, bchind which thc 
Goldcn Fleecc has bccn kcpt, by digging up a trcc-rcet bothros. by throwing grains and/or 
roughly molded figurincs (?) (Ko110Ba 2005, p. 1 53) .  

I t  is  howcvcr a mattcr or fact that cxploiting thc similarities bctwecn thc litcrary tradition 
and thc archacologically attestcd traccs or rituals is more or less speculative mattcr. Thus the 
more sophisticated approach rclay undoubtedly upon thc comprehensive analysis or the whole 
set of finds in the context or thc rituals in cach particular complex. From thi s standpoint thc 
definition of thc roughly rnodclcd figurines and of othcr finds as "typical cultic obj ccts" sounds 
!css convincing, sincc thc rest of thc finds situatcd in pits can change thcir uti l itarian mcaning 
and fonction on a 1itual levei (sec in Osbom 2004, 1 - 1  O). Thcrcforc the appcarancc or "cultic 
figurincs" in singlc complcxcs could bc considcrcd as a mani icstation of thc singula1ity of thc 
magica! act of modcling, i . e .  disccming and dcnoting or thc creative divine naturc, rcsponsiblc 
for thc organization and rcncwal or thc Cosmos. On the other hand the act în itsclr must havc 
reprcscntcd an cquivalent of thc ritual pu1i tication by mcans or thc divine unity with thc 
an cc stors. 

Furthcr on considering thc coincidcncc or thc initial period or cxistcncc or  thc pit­
sanctuary by Dcbclt with thc cstablishment or the colony Apollonia Pontica and thc finds or  
importcd warc, one or thc plausiblc vicws is that thc complex rcprcsents onc of thc "mecting 
points" bctwccn thc new scttlcrs and thc natives, whcrc thc fom1er continue to adopt 1ituals 
which arc vcry clase to thc ancestral cults in Hcllas itscl r and on thc othcr hand - to thc polis 
concept of thc hcrocs taking shape cxactly at this time. Thc ritual actions,  which have bccn 
perfonncd by them, wcrc intcnded not only to appcasc thc ancestral spi1its - the lords of thc 
land, but also to providc a kind or sacral sanction of thcir autochthony in thc ncwly scttled 
tcnitorics by "pcrfonning thc rituals according to thc ancestral custom" and thcrcby crcating a 
ncw "past" for themsclvcs as wcll as a ncw social and religious rcality, a ftcr the words of C .  
Antonaccio (Antonaccio 1 999, p. 1 2 1  ) .  
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One of the round strutures with ritual pits 
on the Acropolis of Monte Polizzo ( after Morris at al. 2002) 
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Fig. 4. The round structure A with the ritual pits in the Acropolis of Monte Polizzo (after Morris 
and al .  2002). 
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Hollow altar for libations and ritual pit in the Athenian Erechtheion 
(After Ekroth 2000, 27 5, fig. 1) �--------------
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Fig. 5 .  Hollow altar for libations and ritual pit in the Athenian Erechtheion (after Ekroth 2000, 275, 
fig. 1 ). 
F ig. 6. Graffito inscription with the name of the settlement near Debelt (after Balabanov 1 999, 74, 
fig. 1 6) .  
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SANCTUARIES OF SARMIZEGETUSA REGIA 
(GRĂDIŞTEA MUNCELULUI), HUNEDOARA COUNTY 

Adriana Rusu-Pescaru, Eugen Pescaru (Deva- Romania) 

Key-words: Dacians sanctuaries, temples, Sarmizegetusa Regia, foundation, limestone. 
Abstract. The sanctuaries, true temples of the geto-dacian antiquity, represent their ingenuity, 
the talent and skills of the builders of these large dimension cult edifices, with a special 
architecture. Almost every fortification' structure and architecture, regardless its character, 
includes sanctuaries, too. These sanctuaries have a rectangular shape, looking like a a line of 
limestone or andesite plinths, or simple or complex circular one. The specialized literature 
works have mentioned so far about 35 sanctuaries. There are 26 linear sanctuaries known and 9 
circular ones. 

The settlements and fortresses of Sureanu Mountains, known as „ Dacian fortresses of 
Orastie Mountains" are located within the central and West mountaineering sector of Southem 
Carpathian mountain chains . Most of fortresses are concentrated around Gradistea or Apa 
oreaului river which is a tributary of Mures river. 

The ruins of Sarmisegetusa Regia the glorious capital of the Dacian state are situated on 
a rocky height called "Piciorul Muncelului" at 1 OOO m above sea level. Here, we found the 
sacred zone with sanctuaries - religious constructions achieved once Sarmisegetusa importance 
growth. They were erected since Burebista until Decebal king reign, on two hill terraces situated 
North -East from the fortress (PI. I). There were 1 1  sanctuaries of which 9 were rectangular 
type - and two circular type and besides it, there is also the Andesite Sun 1 • 

The number and glory of the sanctuaries indicate that it is about the saint 
"Kogaionon"mountain mentioned by Stabon. 

The big limestone sanctuary2 (PI. II) was identified on the Xlth terrace during the 
archaeological campaign of 1 95 1 .  It was sinvestigated during the following years, including 
1 979- 1 98 1 ,  as a resuit of the preservation and restoration works from Sarmizegetusa Regia. The 
ramp with the sanctuary situated South -East from the spring is NE-SW oriented and keep four 
construction stages. 

Looking upside down, this is a Roman construction made of wood placed on a stone 
layer overlying the levelled remains of the sanctuary after destruction when the fortress was 
fired and conquered by the Romans in 1 06 AD. This level was found at about lm depth. 

The second level belonging to the Dacian phase is only 0.35m beneath the Roman one 
where we found the traces of a sanctuary made of andesite pillars placed on a substruction made 

1 Antonescu, D., Introducere în arhitectura dacilor, Bucureşti, 1 984; Crişan, I. H.,  Spiritualitatea geto-dacilor, 
Bucureşti, 1 986; Glodariu I . ,  Iaroslavschi E., Rusu A., Cetăţi şi aşezări dacice în Munţii Orăştiei, Bucureşti, 1 988; 
Glodariu I . ,  Pescaru Rusu A., Iaroslavschi E., Stănescu FI.,  Sarmizegetusa Regia - capitala Daciei preromane, 
Deva, 1 996; A Rusu-Pescaru, Sanctuarele Daciei, Deva, 2005. 
2 C. Daicoviciu and all i . ,  MCA V, 1 959, p. 395-3 99; MCA VI, 1 959, p .357;  MCA I ,  1 96 1 ,  p.304-305; H .  
Daicoviciu, op. cit., p.207; I .H . Crişan, op. cit., p. 1 76- 1 85 ;  H.  Daicoviciu and colab. ,  MCA 1 980, p. 1 6 1 - 1 63 ;  
MCA, Bucureşti, 1 983,  p . 2 3 3 ;  M C A  1 986, p. 1 1 5 .  
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of mud binding stone (PI. III). In the middle of the surface outlined by the andesite pillars, there 
were 7 limestone pedestals with average diameter of 1 .30 m and 0.20-0.25 m thick, supported by 
a „foundation" made of unfinished stone mixed with earth (PI. IV). The ramp of the Northem 
side constituting the access to the sanctuary seems to have been on this level. The ramp was 2m 
wide and made of limestone blocks. 

To the Northem side, close to the end of the access ramp, the archaeological 
investigations identified another "foundation" trace, which could have been the 81h trace on the 
seven pedestal alignment in the middle of the terrace. 

The next level (PI. III) is at 2 .85 m depth where there were found four rows of limestone 
pedestals each having 1 3  in situ parts of sizes similar to the preceeding ones, namely 1 .30 m 
diameter and 0.20-0.25 m thick. On the surface of some pedestals there were noticed circular 
hollows of 0.50-0.80 m diameter, traces representing the diameter of the wooden columns 
erected on these pedestals. To the West, on a substruction similar to the one where the andesite 
pillras of level 2 were placed, there occurred the traces of seven wooden pillars of 0.50-0.80 m 
diameter, and to the East there are two pillars plus four traces with average diameter of 0.40 m. 
The distance between the wooden pillars was 2m,. These last four traces found in 1 980, led to the 
conclusion that the wooden pillars were on all the four sides of the sanctuaries. It is always then 
that it was noticed that the limestone pedestals were placed on „foundations "3, dug as cones in 
the terrace filling material. (PI. IV). They had a maximum diameter of 1 .60- 1 .85 m and were 
1 .60- 1 .90 m deep (PI. IV). These „foundations" were made of stone and mud and the space 
inbetween depended on the space between the pedestals, as they constituted the resistance 
system of the pedestals on which the wooden columns were erected. The investigations 
performed 1 980 - 1 98 1 ,  to the East side of the sanctuary revealed the trace of foundation no. 1 4  
from the pedestal row. The l 51h „foundation trace" was destroyed by the previous digging 
operations when the Northem side wall elevation was checked at the sanctuary finding. It is 
admitted that in case of this ediffice construction level, it is about a sanctuary made of 4 rows of 
1 5  columns each. So, we have a sanctuary with 60 columns spaced 3 .20m between the rows and 
2.50m between the columns (interaxis). To the South side, the terrace hanging wall is doubled 
by another 1 .30m thick wall. In parallel with the wall at 2,55 m from it, there is a similar one but 
its thickness is 1 ,08 m. These two rows of walls bordered the access stairs to the sanctuary and 
this stairs is made of limestone slabs ending in front of a ramp situated at 0.40 m above the 
terrace wall corresponding to the smoothing level of this construction phase (PI. III, 2). It is 
obvious now, that the pedestals from the 2 rows (the 1 41h and 1 51h) were dismantled and re-used 
for the construction phase together with the 8 pedestals in the middle of the sanctuary and 
andesite pillar enclosure. The last level noticed at 4.40 m depth consists of a row of 3-4 
limestone block groups with either cross or traingular shape disposal (PI. III, 1 ). They were 
found on the East side of the sanctuary terrace. At the same time, there occurred on this 
direction some lens4 achieved as semi-spheric holes filled with mud bound unfinished stones 
constituting the foundation of the column supporting base. 

The 4 1  x 1 3  m terrace where the sanctuary is placed, in a similar manner with all the 
terraces from here was arranged by the Daces and is supported by massive limestone block 
walls built up using the murus Dacicus technique. The terrace hanging wall of the large 
limestone sanctuary extend on the three sides (Northern, Southern and Western), the wall is 
2 .50-2.90 m thick and made of 1 1 - 1 3  block layers. From the South-East corner of the sanctuary, 

3 H. Daicoviciu and alli., MCA 1 986, p. l 05- 1 06. 
4 Idem, op. cit. , p .  l 06 fig. 1 13 .  
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on the South - East to thc North -West sidc, on the 2 .40 m levei thc sidc of a rectangular shape 
towcr starts. Thc tower is part of this first Dacian levei from the sanctuaiy ramp. 

Sincc its finding it was considered that it was an open sanctuary with columns erected on 
the limestone pedcstals up to I . 50m high .  Then, anothcr „reconstitution": is proposcd that is a 
two levei cdi ilice, namely basement and groundfloor with porch, cella and roof, a system 
inspircd by thc Greek diptcral temple system cornbined with thc pscudo-dipteral onc5 (PI. V). 
This opinion contradicts the Greek intlucncc, but it maintains thc idea regarding the existcnce of 
a roof and partly enclosed with woodcn pil lars and climination of basement and othcr elcrnents, 
such as porch, cella6 (PI. VI). According to other opinions, thcre would bc a rcconstitution with 
wooden columns, roof and walls  7 (PI. VII) .  

Furthcr to all the opinion review, i t  was concludcd it was a sanctuary rnade or  4 rows or  
I 5 column basc cach. Each of  thc pedcstals is placed on a foundation which dcpth docs nat 
allow the prcsence o r  another construction at the basement. Thcse foundations were neccssary to 
take ovcr thc column prcssure from thc friable rock and particularly on the tc1racc iil ling. At 
only 0,80 rn from the marginal row there is the trace row of woodcn pi l i  ars which do nat allow 
sufficient circulation spacc for the ercction of wal ls  along this distancc. Thus, therc sti ll remains 
thc possibi lity of an edifice madc or woodcn pillars supported by the mentioned limcstonc 
pcdcstals which, in their turn supp011 a shinglc roof, wood and the pil lars constitute only the 
cnclosure, a walking conidor around the sanctuaiy, and this is common for other sanctuaries, 
tao. Thc access was providcd by thc stcps of Southcrn sanctuary (PI. I I I, 2). 

Bascd on thc above rncntioncd, togcthcr with cng. Lavinia Brătcscu and arch. Richard 
Sil lcr from thc Design Institute of Hunedoara - Deva, wc tried to reda this big limestonc 
sanctuary from thc Xlth tcrracc of phasc I I  with faur row of fiftcen pedcstals cach and wooden 
pi l lar enclosure (PI. VII I), taking into account the structurc and resi stancc clcmcnts. 

Thc results indicate it is  about a sanctuaiy which columns arc 6111 high. 
The small limestone sanctuary was invcstigated betwecn I 962- 1 963x and is located to 

the South cnd of thc terrace XI,  bctwccn thc big l imcstonc sanctumy and the Ancicnl pavcd road 
(PI. IX, 1) .  There is a limestonc b lock procmincncc which was partly covcrcd with eai1h from 
the older excavations .  Procccding with thc block rcmoval, therc was noticcd the cxistence of a 
smoothing levei , on which surfacc ceramic fragments and Dacian and Roman metal objects 
wcre found. Throughout thc cntirc surface thcre wcrc found significant traces of a fire hazard 
which at places, detennincd thc soi i red colo1ing. Thc largc amount or limcstonc blocks 
indicated thcy wcre brought thcrc or had fallcn from the Ancicnt road parament, but anyway, 
thcy were nat in situ and werc ncithcr pai1 of a wall nor of a building substruction. This first 
leve) was probably contemporary with thc second phase of the sacred constructions 
characterizcd by the andcsite use. Thus, the prcsence on this leve) of thc Roman matcrials is 
explained. 

After complete clcaning or this leve) thc digging operations continucd and al 0 .40m 
dcpth thcrc was found a second levei made or ycllow-rcddish mud. On this levei ,  thcre wcrc 
found limcstone pedcstals of thc sarnc shape and size like thc big sanctuary ones, but they were 
arrangcd on three rows of 6 pcdcstals cach (PI. IX, 2). Thc sanctuary is NE-SW 01iented. 

' 1.H. Crişan, Burebista2• p.3 9 1 -395 . 
6 D. Antonescu, R\1\1 I .  1 980, p . 69-76;  Idem. Arhitectura. p .5 1 -66. 
7 \1. Strîmbu, I. Glodariu, Acta\11\' XVIII .  1 98 1 .  p .3 77-386.  
x St.  Fercnczi, \1CA X. 1 973, p.65 ; H. Daicoviciu, Dacia. p.209; I .H. Crişan. Spiritualitatea. p. 1 8 7 .  
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Each limestone pedestal was placed on a foundation lens built in the same manner like 
the previous sanctuary and it demonstrates that that there were also woodcn colunms for 
supporting the roof . Ali around this sanctuary there have not been found so far traces of some 
eventual enclosure pil lars, but at the North-Wwest corner there was found a threshold formed of 
limestone blocks (PI. IX, 2) . It is  always on this sanctuary side that there was found a small  size 
limestonc slab channel .  

The sanctuary found bclongs to  the first phase of constructions characterized by 
l imestone use and so, i t  is probably contemporary with the b ig  limestonc sanctuary nearby. But 
i t  is  l , 80m higher. I t  is  noted that aftcr abandoning the small  l imestone sanctuary, the land was 
no longer used for the construction of an andesite sanctuary l ike in the case of  the big l imestone 
sanctuary. Over the small limestone sanctuary aft:erlevel ling operation, there were built only one 
or more fir wood buildings. 

The andesite sanctuU1y of the terrace X-a {PI. X, 1) .  The tcrrace X, situated to the West 
of tenace XI is  70m long and 40m wide and is bordered to the East and West by massive wal ls  
which separate it from thc upper tenace IX and the lowcr tenace XI . The wal ls  are carried out 
using the common murus Dacicus tcchnique. The wall scparating the terrace X from the terrace 
IX is 3 .20 m thick, and two distinct elements arc noticed: the presence at places of vertical slots 
on the wall face and a balustrade at its upper part. 

The othcr wall separating thc tenace X from thc lower XI is a double wal l .  Both wal ls  
built in different stages are 4-5111 high. The first wall bui lt up in the first phase fol lowed the land 
configuration, the anglc broken line of the tenace X, after which, on a certain date there was 
built the second wall stuck to the first (PI. X, 2). Both wal ls  have two paraments measuring 
2,50 111, and respectively 1 .  70 111 . Thc second wall see111s to bc decorative, at its upper part there 
are blocks with Greek w1iting found all around. The invcstigations of the years 1 95 1 - 1 9529, 
indicated thc existence there on the terrace X, of two sanctuaries one of li111estone corresponding 
to the construction phase of thc first tenace hanging wall and an andesitc wall when the te1Tace 
was cxtended and thc second wall was raiscd. On the sanctuary surface therc werc discovcred 3 3  
in situ andcsite pedcstals with variable 2,05-2,25 111 dia111etcr, and 0,35 m thick. They werc 
anangcd on four parallcl rows, two from North-West sidc with ten pedestals and two from the 
South-East sidc with cight, respcctively thrcc pedcstals and two on thc sixth. The distance 
betwcen thc rows is approximatcly 4m, and the interval between each row pcdestals is  about 
1 .60 111. 

At the construction of the andesite sanctuary thcre was used the same method like for the 
big l i111estone sanctuary of tcrrace XI .  Thus, under thc andesite disks supporting the limestones 
there cxistcd a basc, actually a ho le fi l ied with stones and mud which has the shape of a lower 
river bed; its upper diamcter is 2. 70m, and it is 1 .28m high (respectively, hole depth). 

The surfaccs of the pedestals are wcll carvcd and smooth with small  pockets except for 
about 0.30m of the diamcter. The smooth part allowed the placemcnt of a second element found 
at the column basc. Thc basc diametcr is  1 .20 m, getting narrower to 1 . 1  O 111 and is 0.50 m high. 
They are characterized by 0. 1 8  111 high profiles at the lowcr part which assu111es that up to this 
level, thc 2 cle111ents, namcly the pcdcstal and the basc, were in the ground. 

On the first disk of the second row fro111 thc North-West side, there is  a column basc 
which upper part was destroycd (PI. X, 1 ). 

9 C. Daicoviciu and al l i . ,  SCIV I I ,  I ,  1 95 1 ,  p. I 08- 1 1 O; SCIV. III ,  1 952 ,  p.292-296; SCIV IV, 1 -2 ,  1 953 ,  p. 1 56-
1 64; H. Daicoviciu, up.cit., p.2 1 O ;  I .H. Crişan, op.cit. , p.  I 84- 1 94. 
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Overlying thcse bascs there wcrc placcd column drums which were made also of 
andesitc and identiiicd in diffcrcnt zones ( cdges of terrace XI ,  Roman bath, fortress wall). These 
drums arc 0,92- 1 ,  1 8  m long and 0,8 1 -0,82 111 diameter. The difference between the diameter 
(uncc11ain) of the column basc upper part ( 1 ,  1 O m) and the drum diameter are not an obstacle of 
the sanctuary constructive clcmcnts. Based on the pedestal size, the distance between them and 
the completion of a tcrrace hanging wal l ,  therc existed a large size sanctuary of 6 rows with 1 O 
elcmcnts cach, NE-SW 01iented. In this casc, the 61h row cross over the wall from the first 
construction phasc, and thc sanctuary was 37.50111 long and 3 l .50m wide. 

The lack of indicators referring to the height of thc columns or other architecture 
elemcnts, dctcnnined C. Daicoviciu 1 0 to submit two hypothesi s: either the sanctuary was not 
dcfined at thc timc whcn thc war with thc Romans started and we fully agree to it, or it is about 
an open edifice with high columns corrcsponding with the size of the drums found around, 
proposing cvcn a rcconstruction of thc alignments (PI. XI, 2). Thc idea was taken over by H .  
Daicoviciu 1 1  which complete i t  by  placing on cach column an andesite large vessel for  sacrifices 
paid to the gods (PI. XI, 3). 

As for thi s sanctuary of 60 columns it is  to be noted that on its Wcst side, but not parallel 
to it, thcre was found a wall of limcstone blocks which is considcred as ' a fenec" because i t  
would have bcen al lcast 3 m high and werc not filled with stone and earth material .  Parallel to 
i t ,  at  6m, thcrc is thc tenace wal l .  To the South -Wwcst corner of the tcrrace X there wcre fo und 
largc stonc carvcd troughs starting in this zone and continuing on thc terrace XI below the East 
end of thc pavcd square. 

Limestone sanctuwy ji·om the terrace X. In 1 95 1 1 2  thcre was noticed the existence of a 
sanctuary oldcr than thc onc with thc andcsite columns . .  This sanctuary cnclosed by l imestone 
pil lars (PI .  XII) occupicd a 37,50m x 26m tcrracc surface area, cxtending to the first terrace wall 
of thc first construction stage (insidc) . On this sanctuary levei , besides ceramic rcmainings, no 
other particular vcstigcs wcrc found. 

Thc pil lar and corner blocks wcrc placcd on limcstone slabs of 0.60m wide and 2 .30m 
long and O. I Om thick . Thc pi I lar shapc must havc bccn rectangular. The corner block kept to the 
N-E sidc has a strangc shapc, with a "L" cut whcrc a wooden pil lar for roof supporting could 
havc bccn placed. Wc think that insidc thi s limcstone pil lar cnclosure, thcre wcre the limestone 
pcdcstals similar in shape and sizc with thosc of Costcsti . The analogy is based on such pieces 
idcntiiicd in thc Roman wall of thc fortrcss. It is  always there that a square limestone ramp was 
found but its role is not known, probably it was an altar. Thc sanctuary was NE-SW oriented. At 
the West sidc of the sanctuary,thc row of the l imcstone pillars is  interrupted ovcr 5m long x 
l .30m widc surfacc arca and it could have been an entry to the sanctuary. 

The rectangular constructions from the Northern part of the terrace may bc related to this 
sanctuary. Givcn that from thc limestone sanctuary of thc terracc X fcw elements were kept, i t  is  
only assumcd that it was contemporary with the small and big l imestone sanctuary from the 
terracc XI .  

The big quadrilateral andesite sanctuary1 3  is  situatcd at  the North end of  the terrace XI 
(PI .  XIII, 1 ) .  I t  has  a rectangular shape with a N-S oricntcd 1 3 .5m long side . Only a fcw 
andesite rectangular pil lars (0,22 x O, 1 8  m) of about 0,60-0,70 m high werc kept. At the corners, 

1 0  C. Daicoviciu and alli . .  SCIV III. 1 952.  p .295.  
1 1  H. Daicoviciu and alli . .  op.cir. . p.2 1 0-2 1 1 .  
1 1  C. Daicoviciu and alli . .  SCIV 1 -2. 1 953. p. 1 58 ;  H. Daicoviciu. op cit .. p. 2 1  O; I .H . Crişan. op.cit. , p. 1 88 .  
1 3  C. Daicoviciu and alli . .  SCIV II. L 1 95 1 .  p. 1 1 8 ;  III. 1 952, p.287-288; MCA VII. 1 96 1 .  p.303; H. Daicoviciu. op.cit . .  
p.2 1 O; I .  H. Crişan. op.cit. , p. 1 95. 
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the sanctuary was providcd with larger stronger pi llars with plugs at the uppcr part. The size of  
the three rectangular pi llars is  0,42 x 0,43 m, 0,45 x 0,45 m and 0,47 x 0 ,50  m. Thc plugs are 
0 .26111 high and 0,26 m thick (PI. XIX, 2). At the South side the pi llar row is intcrruptcd by a 
ramp made of l imestonc blocks and covered with slabs of  the same material which penetrate 
over approximatcly Im inside the sanctuary. The ramp is I .55m widc and it i s  at approximately 
O. I Om from the pi I lar of thc South - West corner of the edi fice. Ins ide there are only five 
constructive elements, two rectangular 0 .58mx0.58m elements and threc circular 0 .52m 
diameter clement. They are arramgcd on 3 rows and it would have meant that thc sanctuary was 
constituted of three rows but we cannot specify numbcr of thc columns or inside pil lars. At the 
West and North sides the sanctuary is bordered by the hanging wall of thc terracc X at a cc11ain 
distance. 

The small quadrilateral andesite sanctuary14 is  situatcd to the North side of  the terrace 
XI between thc big quadrilatcral andesite sanctuary and thc small  circular sanctuary. Thc 
sanctuary is 1 2  x 9,20 m and it is N-S oricntcd (PI. XIV, 1 ). It is bordcrcd on the four sidcs by 
andesite pillars with the 0,22 x O, 1 8  m sizcs, approximately 0,60-0,62 m high introduced at 
approcximately 0 .20111 in thc ground and 0 .22m spacing. Their upper part is dcstroycd but it is 
l ikely that they were plug endcd. At thc corncrs thcrc are four large sizc pil lars, thrce rectangular 
pi l lars which side dimension ranges betwcen 0.45 m and 0 .60 m, and thc one from thc NW 
corner pi llar i s  circular with a 0.46 m diamctcr and 0 .55m high. Each pi l i  ar  kept part of thc cnd 
plugs which wcrc about 0 .25111 widc and thick and covcr thc entirc pi I lar width. 

Inside, there are three rows of columns with six clcmcnts cach. At prcsent fragmcnts of  
1 6  columns with 0.68-0.  70m diameter are kcpt. Therc arc fivc  fragmcnts of  column on thc first 
two North -Wcst rows and six fragmcnts on thc East third row. Each of thcsc columns is placcd 
on a stane and carth layer constituting thc foundation and this structurc is  similar for thc other 
sanctuaries, too. Thc spacc bctwccn thc columns is 1 . 50 m along the N011h -South alignmcnt 
and 2 m widc on the East -Wcst dircction. But thc distancc from he columns to thc row of  
cnclosure pil lars is differcnt (PI. XIV, 2) .  

To the South, at thc outcr sidc or  thc sanctuary towards thc Wcst corner of thc andcsitc 
pi llar row thcrc is a 1 .50 m widc wall madc of limcstonc blocks with supports for thc sanctuary 
cntry ramp (PI. XIV, 4). On the oppositc sidc, at 0 , .72 m insidc thc sanctua1y and at only 0 . 1 8m 
from the pi I lar row, thcrc is 0.48 x I .  70 m slab constituting thc inncr thrcshold or thc cntry. Thc 
ramp and the threshold arc conncctcd by a wood stcp bridge abovc thc andcsitc pillars bctwecn 
the ramp and thrcshold. At thc East sidc of the ramp, clase to it, but ccntcrcd on it, there two 
l imestone blocks with a rectangular opcning cach at thcir middlc part. 
The block spacing is 1 . 1 3  m and thus it is possiblc to access thc sanctuary from thc East sidc 
too. Certainly, thc andcsitc plug endcd pillars reprcsented an cnclosurc balustrade of thc 
sanctuary. The entire pil lars must havc been 1 .20- 1 .35  m sizc . Woodcn elemcnts fixcd with thc 
plugs raised from thc corner pil lars and insidc colunms and they supportcd a two 1idged shingle 
roof (PI. X IV, 3). 

Thc rcconstitution and rcsistancc calculation of thc sanctuaiy structure wcre carricd out 
togcther with cng. Lavinia Brătescu and arch. Richard Siller. This sanctuary columns may havc 
been 5m high as resulted from the structure and resistancc calculations. 

14 C. Daicoviciu and alli . ,  SCIV II, I .  1 95 1 ,  p. 1 1 7- 1 1 8 ;  SCIV III ,  1 952. p.287-288;  MCA VII, 1 96 1 ,  p.303 ; H. 
Daicoviciu, op.cit„ p.209-2 1 0; I .H .  Crişan, op.cil . . p. 1 94- 1 95 .  
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During the archaeological investigations of the sanctuary there were found severa! 
l imestone blocks which detennine us to assume there existed a quadrilateral limestone pedestal 
sanctuarv1 5, elements identified in the fortress wall zone. 

The big circular sa11ctuary is  located on the XI  terrace from Gradistea Muncelului -
Sannizegetusa Regia . lts complete investigation and cleaning was conducted by C. Daicoviciu 
between 1 950 and 1 95 8  (PI. XV, 1 ). Since then it was establ ished that it was a construction 1 6 
consisting of three concentric circ les and in the middle there was an absyde construction. The 
maximum diameter is 29,40 m. The first circ le, namely the outer one, consists of 1 04 large 
andesite blocks, arranged one by the other and fonning a clase ring. Each block is 0 . 80-0.90 m 
long, 0.47-0 .50 m thick and 0 .43-0.45 m high and at its lower part there is a ri111 represcnting for 
sure the smooth leve l .  Near it at the inside part there is a second circle of 1 80 narrow and 30 
wide pillars a I so 111ad eof andesite. The pillars of the second circle ae ananged in groups or  six 
pi llarseach fo llowed by a wider one (PI. XV, 4) . 

There werc probably end square plugs at thc upper part or thc narrow pil lars (PI. XVI). 
They were approxi111atcly 1 .20- 1 .35  111 high at 0 .50-0.60 111 at least above thcAncient level .  Thcir 
width and thickness range between 0. 1 8-0.24 111 . The 0,50 x 0,2 1 x 0,52 111 pil lars outer face is 
slightly conves and the space between two successve pil lars is  0 . 1 2-0 . 1 3  111 . At approximatcly 
3 .65 111 fro111 the inner stane row there is another circle, but this time it includes 84 wooden 
pillars 1 7, which dia111eter at the ground levei is 0 .40 m and they are 0.35-0 .40 111 spaced. These 
pil lars were 1 .40- 1 .60111 deep in the ground. At each pi llar base there is a li111estone block like 
the ones or the wall construction and they supportcd the pi l lar to prevent its subsidcnce. Thc 
pil lar part in the ground was mostly circular shape, and the part above the ground was four 
edges carved allowing the construction of a wall madc o 111ud. Ring endcd, trianglc shaped, 
round big head or rectangular end bolts were fixed on each pil lar. lnside every pil lar holc, at its 
strongly bumt part, therc wcre found betwcen 1 1  and 23 such bolts; so111e or the111 were up to 
0 .40-0.50 111 long and they werc surely used for hanging the offcntories. 

Unlike the stane circ Ies, the circle of the wooden pil lars is  interrupted by four threshold 
marked by li111estone blocks threshold constituting the entries to this space . The threshold sizc of 
the entries onc and four is 1 .30 111, and 2 .20111 for entrics fivc and six. The number or woodcn 
pillar betwecn thc four thresholds are as follows: between P 1  and P6 - 20 pil lars ; between P 1 and 
P5 - 1 9  pillars; bctwecn P6 and P4 - 22 pil lars and P4 and P5 - 23 pillars. This circle diameter is  
20 m (PI .  XV, 2) .  

At thc central part of the sanctuary thcre were 34 wooden pillars fonning an North -
West oriented absydc . The pil lars, s i111ilarly to the prececding circle, were fixed in the ground at 
approximatcly thc same depth and also they wcre supportcd by a limestonc block each. The 
absyde plan was intcnuptcd by two entrics, na111ely two and three ( on thc direction of threshold 
I and 4 fro111 the pil lar circle), which werc 1 . 30111 wide. During the 1 957 and 1 95 8  investigation 
ca111paigns thcrc was found a rectangular fire placc 1 8 , made of river round stones bound with 
yel low 111ud and crust surface. It is 1 .50 x 1 . 35  111 and it is locatcd inside thc wooden pil lar circlc, 

1 ' C. Daicoviciu and alli . .  SC/V IL L 1 95 1 ,  p. 1 1 8 .  
1 6 C. Daicoviciu and alli . .  :vtCA IV. 1 959.  p .336-337;  MCA VII. 1 96 1 .  p.303; H. Daicoviciu. op.cil., p.235-260; 
I .H.Crişan. op.cit . .  p.200; H. Daicoviciu and alli .. '.\fCA 1 983.  p.232-234; C. Daicoviciu and al l i . ,  SCIV. I .  II. 1 95 1 .  
p. 1 1 5 - 1 1 7 ; SCIV III 1 952. p.283-287. 
1 7  Numărul de 84 de stâlpi a fost stabilit în urma degajării în suprafaţă a sanctuarului. în anul 1 980. cu prilejul 
lucrărilor de conservare-restaurare. Până la acea dată era cunoscut un cerc de 68 de stâlpi .  ce a permis diverse 
interpretări asupra obiectivului. în special acela de calendar. 
1 8  C. Daicoviciu and al l i  . . '.\fCA VIL 1 96 1 .  p .303;  H. Daicoviciu. Dacia. p.240. 
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near thc cntry 6 .  At thc outcr part of the sanctuary whilc cleaning the surroundings, at the 
entrancc no. I at 0.60m from the andesitc block row, tthere was found a limestone 2 .30m sidc 
slab which for a long time, was considcred the edifice cntrance. Later on, in 1 984, the 
archaeological invcstigations conducted around the sanctuary revcaled the existence of anothcr 
1 .50111 widc East -Wwest orientcd ramp made of limestone blocks, in a similar manner to the 
one uscd for thc Dacian wall, situated at l .20m from outer andesite circle, between the threshold 
one and six. The access was provided by this ramp and then a wooden stair crossing thc andesite 
pillar balustrade (PI. XV, 3). 

The investigations conductcd on this terrace including the sanctuary, namely of the 
tcrrace XI al thc Northem part, rcvcaled traccs of human living al 2m beneath the level of the 
big circular sanctuary which was built after the artificial raise of thc older terrace. The low level 
was probably at the same lcvel likc the big limestone sanctuary from thc terrace XI .  

Sincc i ts  finding in 1 95 1 ,  severa! attcmpts have been made to rcconstruct the objective. lt 
was considcrcd as an open edifice, then according to intcrprctation, it was a Dace calendar based 
on thc andcsitc pi I lar grouping 6+ 1 or a real sanctuary. lt is  sure that it is  a religious bui lding 
from thc sacrcd prccincts of Sannizcgctusa Regia. In 1 95 1 ,  architect Horia Teodoru tried to reda 
thc monumcnts from the sacrcd precincts of Grădişte (PI.XI, 1 ) . By that time, the idea of some 
open tcmplcs was prcvail ing and thc rcconstruction consisted only of simple wooden pil lar 
cmplaccmcnt 1 9 . H .  Daicoviciu maintains his opinion of rcconstruction, but actually it was about 
only an clcvation transposition of thc fie Id data20 (PI. XVI). 

Thc architcct Dinu Antonescu, convinced that at Grădiştea Muncelului there arc no „ sub 
caelo " sanctuaries and that thcre wcrc indoor monument edificcs, proposed the reconstruction of 
thc sanctuary2 1  (PI. VII).  He col lcctcd thc data from the cxcavation reports and indicated that 
thc two circles wcre above thc sanctuary levei by 0 .20-0.25m and thus thcre could be created a 
continuous water bcaring sealed rim. To eliminate this it would bc required a canal ization 
systcm and cithcr thc bui lding complete roo ling or the raisc of the sanctuary leve i .  Architect D.  
Antonescu imagine thc sanctuary as  an monument edifice consisting of a platform gallery raised 
by about 0 .40-0 .50 m comparcd to the Ancicnt levei, paved with stane slabs bordered, at their 
outcr pai1 by a strong andesitc basc and a balustrade forn1ed of 6 rcgularly arranged balustcrs 
with 30 acccss ways. Thc edifice itscl f would have had woodcn roof and walls .  At the outer part, 
the sanctuary walls would havc bcen marked by a row of squared pillars covered with ceramic 
plates up to the roof. No doubt, it is a closed and covered bui lding, but thc proposed 
rcconstruction docs not consider severa! clemcnts, such as the construction material found 
during the investigation and that is why we think that thc temple should have looked differently. 

Thc cuncntly avai lablc clcments al low us to plcad for the existence of an edifice with 
thrcc rooms. The finding of the wooden pillars fixed in the ground and supportcd by limestone 
blocks and moreover, the occurrcncc of an amount of binding mud are thc mast significant 
cvidcnces of a cane shaped roof raiscd up to 5-5 . 50  m high supported by the wal ls  made of the 
wooden pil lars . 

Likc for thc other sanctuarics investigatcd on the "sacred zone" tcnaces, there was no 
clement found to allow us to speak about the prcsencc of a different 1loor type, but mud floor. l t  
is truc that a l l  thesc edificcs werc dcstroyed by the Romans, but traces of it should have been 

1 9  C. Daicoviciu and alli . . SCIV II, 1 95 1 ,  p . 1 1 2 ;  H. Daicoviciu, op.cit. , p .235-23 7. 

20  H. Daicoviciu. op.cit. , p . 23 7 .  

2 1  D. Antonescu, SCIV A 4, 1 980, p.499-5 1 7; A rhileclura, p. 7 1 -88.  
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found anyway during the invcstigations. So wc sti l l  sustain the idea of mud leveling of the entire 
sanctuary surface, that is at its smooth levei . 

Jn thi s case, it is  necessary that the roo[ covers the entire construction preventing at the 
sa111e time, the fonnation of mud during the rainy or snow weather in the circular gallery. 
Consequently, the roof was supp011ed by pil lars or wooden colu111ns which were raised on the 
widc pillars of the second stane circle .  The high andesite pil lars, the six ones, were in their turn, 
connccted inbetween by a wood girdle comprising the roof pi llars, too (PI. XVI I I). Thus, the 
circular gal lery allowing the cntrance to the gal lery was fonned through the 4 entrances and then 
through thc absydc, to the other one. Thc walls of these two rooms were 111ade of wood pil lars 
and 111ud binding material mixed with chaff. 

The small circular sanctuary 22 was identified in 1 950 and the investigations started in 
1 952 on the tcrrace XI near thc big circular sanctuary, but North fro111 it at about 1 8111. A c ircle 
consisting of only one row of andesitc 1 2 .50m dia .  pi llar was fonned (PI. XIX, 1 ) .  The pi llar 
lower pai1 was destroyed and thus their height is varyable. 

Thc andcsitc pillar circle of the sanctuary was fonned of 1 1 4 pil lars , of which 1 3  were 
widcr and 1 O 1  narrower. Amang them, the wider ones disappeared except for a single one, the 
location of thc others bcing obvious by the holes Iert bchind in the sequence of the narrow 
pillars. The 1 1 4 pillars werc arranged in 1 3  groups, 1 1  groups of 8 narrow pil lar each and 1 
wider pi I lar, a group of 7 narrowcr pillars and 1 widcr pi l lar and a last group pf 6 narrow pillars 
and 1 widc pil lar (PI. XIX, 2) . 

Thc pil lars were ananged on a wcll co111pacted 111ud tloor with no base or pedestal .  Their 
sizes are givcn below: thc nanow pillars arc 0 .60-0 .70 111 nigh; their width ranges between 20.5 
cm, 20. 8  cm and 21  cm; thc thickness being constantly 1 5  cm.  Mast of the original elevation of 
the nanow pillars which should havc been about 0.90-0.95 111, was stuck in the ground, the 
rcmaining pa11 rising a bovc thc Dacian levei of the sanctuary. The sizes of the wider pi llars are : 
0 .39 m high, 0 .44 cm wide, 0 . 1 8  rn thick . Thcsc, as it can be seen frorn thc only piece kept, had 
no plug cnd likc the naITow oncs, but thcy wcrc smooth surface ended. They werc stuck into the 
ground up to 0 . 1 Om depth, and thc distance between them was always about 0 . 1  O rn. 

Insidc the sanctuary thcrc was fonned a smooth cornpactcd mud iloor where, a thin 7-8 
thick layer of fir wood burnt coal was noticcd. The bumt material traccs arc more obvious at the 
circlc periphcry and beco111e !css obvious to the central part, but they do not disappear. Along 
the dia111ctcr, on thc East - Wwcst dircction thcre werc 3 (maybe 4) 0.35m diamcter wooden 
pillars which traccs are sti l l  prcscrved and they were at 0 .30- 0.40m beneath the Dacian levei. 
Thc holes arc fil led with bumt coal and eai1h. Overlying the original sanctuary floor, at about 
0 . 1 0-0 .20m abovc, thcrc is  a ncw bumt matc1ial and compacted tloor with limestone s labs which 
cross ovcr thc andesitc pili ars, too, and with Roman tiles and some vessels. The oval hale of the 
Southcm part of the circle seems to belong to this construction, too. 

In 1 978,  the invcstigations insidc thc sanctuary were resumed and the traces of severa! 
woodcn pi llars werc found, but togethcr with those found in the precccding excavations, are not 
cnough to reconstruct the sanctuary. 

The andesite sun. Near thc big circular sanctuary, at its North -West side there was 
found a "circular paving" which was called "the andesite sun" or the" solar disk"23 {PI. XX, 1) .  

2 2  C. Daicoviciu and all i . ,  SCIV, 1 -2, 1 953 ,  p. 1 53- 1 56;  MCA VI ,  1 959, p .336;  MCA VII, 1 96 1 ,  p .303-304;  H .  
Daicoviciu, op. cil, p.260-263;  J .  H. Crişan, op.cil. , p.208. 
2 3  C. Daicoviciu and all i  . .  MCA VII. 1 96 1 ;  MCA VIII, 1 962, p.466-467; I. H. Crişan, MCA X, 1 973, p.62-63. 
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The paving made or andcsite consists or  a 1 .46 m dia .  central disk and ten 2 .  76m long 
rays.  The cntire circular paving is 6 .98m diamcter, and the ray width îs not equal, but the 
ifferences are severa! centimcters. The paving thickncss is 0,30 m. 

The monument was not entircly prcscrved, fivc of the rays being more or less dcstroyed. 
At 0.45 m from the outer cdge or thc rays, thcre arc made 1 0 . 5 - l  1 . 5cm long, 5 . 6-8cm widc and 
3-4cm dcep rectangular s lots which are arrangcd parallcl to thc outcr cdgc of thc pavcmcnt. 
Thcre are about 6-7 slots in a ray; somctimes a slot îs overlying two rays. Thc poor preservation 
condition of the pavement did not allow the dctennination of the total number of s lots. The 
lower part of the dolomite stane carved as "T"shape penetrate the slots (PI. XX, 3). 

At the South part of the pavemcnt ovcrlying two rays, there was a circular fire place of 
1 . 05 m diametcr placed direetly on the pavemcnt (PI. XX, 2). Its centra l part is  at about 2.30 m 
from the central part of  the pavement. The iloor crust is mostly damaged by the earth and stones 
caved on the pavemcnt latcr; it could be fixed at places. Pig bones and fine ceramic fragments 
werc found at the fire place. It is possiblc that it was placcd on thc pavcmcnt attcr its dcstruction 
and for other purpose than the religious ccrcmonies of thc Dacian pricsts or maybe this 
pavcment was cxactly thc solar altar and thc fire place scrved for sac1ificcs; tthis hypothcsis is 
related to the existcncc of a big limestonc l .03m long block dug as a wash basin - with an 
opcning dirccted to the channel - found on thc edgc from the channel construetion 
approximately in thc middlc of the trough portion fonning one and single body with the disk 
sub-strueture. 

Unfortunately, almost half of thc „andesite disk" is dcstroycd and il is exactly the part 
from the channcl and only a small portion of each ray was prcservcd.Thc poor prcscrvalion of 
the monument al this part i s  cxplaincd by the fact that rays 5,6 and 7 covcrcd lhc channcl, and 
there was nothing lcaning against thcir outer edgc.  

A limestonc block "arrow" stai1s from lhc "andeitc disk" and lhis aITOW is N oricnled or 
the I d .Ch ccntury. On some blocks of the arrow thcre arc marks of which onc coincidcs wilh thc . 24 equmoxes . 

The sanctuarics, real Geta - Dacian Antiquily lemples reprcscnt the talent and skills of 
builders to erect such cult largc size cdificcs and for eomplcting a particular architccturc . Almost 
each fortrcss rcgardless its na turc, corn prise sanctuarics .  Thcsc sanctuaiies arc rectangular of thc 
limestone or andesite circular simple or complexe pedcstal typc. 

The spccialized l itcrature spcci fics a numbcr of 35 sanctuarics found so far on thc old 
Dacia tcrritory (PI. XXI). 26 sanctuary of thc alignment typc arc known and namcly: Costeşti 
four, two at B lidaru, onc at Piatra Roşie, nine at Sarn1izcgelusa Regia, one al Băniţa, thrce at 
Piatra Craivii, two at Căpâlna, one al Racoş, one al Barboşi, two at Bâtca Doamnei; and thc 
second categmy - thc circular ones - includcs 9 sanctua1ies and namcly: threc at Sannizcgetusa 
Regia considering thc andcsitc sun, too, onc at Feţele Albe, one at Pecica, onc at Racoş, one at 
Brad, onc Dolincan (?), onc at Butuccni (?) . 

Thc eomponcnts of thc cult edifice, mainly the pedcstals wcrc dircctly placcd on thc 
tcrrace rock or on foundation canicd out by digging somc conc shapcd lcns fil led with rivcr 
stones and clays in thc terrace fill ing metarial, in ordcr to reinforcc thc land . .  Thc woodcn 
columns were raiscd on thc l imestonc pcdestals and thcy supportcd thc ridged woodcn and 
shrindle roof; for thc andesitc bascs, the column drums werc madc of thc samc material .  

For almost cach sanctuary two or evcn thrcc construction phascs arc known. 

24 FI. Stănescu, Acta� XXII-XXIII, 1 985 - 1 986, p. 1 05 - 1 29 ;  FI. Stănescu, în I .  Glodariu, E. Iaroslavschi, A. Rusu­
Pescaru, FI. Stănescu, Sarmizegetusa, p.237-26 8 .  
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Only at Sarmizegetusa Regia, the older · limestone pedestal sanctuaries are replaced by 
the andesite base ones. At Sarmizegetusa Regia there exist also two andesite sanctuaries which 
joint together the columns and pillars of the same material. It seems that the construction stage 
of the limestone sanctuaries corresponds to the period of Burebista and his successors, and the 
second phase, namely the andesite construction seems to he contemporary to the kings of the I 
AD. century or even to the second half of I AD century and Decebal reign. 

The pedestals and part of the column were stuck in a mud filling layer which constituted 
the smooth level, respectively the pavement of the ediffice The archaeological investigations did 
not find any other element that could he used for this purpose, like for instance stone slabs. 

Besides the data related to the resistance constructive system, the presence of roof is 
indicated by the ramps from the sanctuary entrance carried out using the same well known 
Dacian wall technique. These ramps were provided with a stone slab paving for walking l ike for 
instance at the big andesite sanctuary from the Xlth terrace or a wooden floor which followed 
the sanctuary direction and an entrance step was present. 

The recent finding of some new construction elements allowed us to rebuild from 
architectural point of view some sanctuaries. With the time, they were considered open places 
with circular stone pedestals where 1 .20m- 1 .50m high columns could he erected. Their sizes 
were determined based on the columns which belonged to the big andesite sanctuary from the X 
terrace and which had not been finished by the time of Sarmisegetusa Regia conquest. 

These cult edifices were usually located outside the fortress itself except for the intra 
vallum sanctuary of Costeşti and provided it was a sanctuary, the one from Racos which was 
investigated and which are inside the fortress. They were raised on terraces especially arranged 
by the man, in the rock which constituted the height where the fortress was built. 

I. H .  Crişan in his work entitled „Burebista and his epoch" expresses, as an hypothesis, 
the idea that the alşinements constituted of pillars supporting the roof of a "wood Greek type, 
slightly modified"2 t temple (PI. V) . It is difficult enough to believe it, as there was found 
neither floor and nor stone foundation (stereobat) and ramp (stilobat), which are typical 
elements of of a Greek temple construction. The bumt coal layer resulted probably at the temple 
buming, once the fortress was fired, did not indicate the existence of wood amount which could 
have constituted the structure of the great monument. Generalizing it for the other sanctuaries 
of the same type, too, the erection of such an edifice by the Daces would have supposed the 
existence of a cult of the Greek gods and there has not been found any evidence of it so far. In 
case of the big sanctuary from the XI terrace of Sarmisegetusa Regia which reconstruction was 
attempted, the existence of a basement as well as the diminution of the column number for the 
upper levei seemed impossible to us . Even if the stairs of this zone constitutes a tum26 from the 
South side ramp, it cannot he considered as the entrance level to the temple because the vertical 
distance between the limestone pedestals and the ramp is only 0,60 m27, and it is too low to exist 
there an underground room. The analogy with the „sanctuary - palace", found at Ocniţa28, an 
edifice formed of three underground rooms, dug in the rock, overlain by three rows of columns 
is not likely, particularly because the edifice is only mentioned during review of the materials 
found in the said settlement. So, we cannot say what its destination was and it does not fit in the 
already known constructions. 

25 I .  H.  Crişan, Burebista2, Bucureşti, 1 977, p.4 1 5-42 1 .  
26 Ibidem, p.39 1 .  
27 C .  Daicoviciu, MCA VI, 1 959, p.339.  
28 D. Berciu, SCIV 3, 1 974, p.3 86; Apulum XIII, 1 975, p.6 1 6; Buridava, p.66-67. 
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An analysis of the alignments was made by M.  Babeş29, too, and he considered it a 
Greek peristyle temple. It is to be reminded that the peristyle is a group of columns near the laic 
buildings. Provided that the name was accepted, the column appearance indicate their 
construction technique and namely according to Vitruvius the height of the columns must b� 
equal to the porch width, and the space between the columns should not be smaller than three 
times the column diameter and neither four times bigger30. The column sizes and the space 
between the column rows do not match with our columns and moreover outside the column 
rows there is no other edifice related to them. 

Taking into account the archaeological findings from the big limestone sanctuary from 
the terrace XI from Sarmizegetusa Regia, the architect Dinu Antonescu3 1 , made an attempt, for 
this construction phase with 60 coolumns, the reconstruction of a wood collonnade with ridged 
roof (PI. VI). D. Antonescu shows the three sides of the hanging wall of the terrace while the 
West side represents only the row of wood pillars of the sanctuary enclosure and delimitation. ln 
the author's representation, the East side pillars have not been shown so that the terrace 
sanctuary surface remains "a gallery open up to the front side of the edifice columns ". 

Another reconstruction which included also some walls enclosing the sanctuary sides at a 
certain distance from the colonnade has been made by M.  Strimbu and I. Glodariu32 (PI. VII). 

The enclosure with the lateral walls along the wood pillar alignment the gallery is 
eliminated. As the distance from the wood pillars to the columns is 0.80m we think that the 
respective pillar row is only an enclosure which is found also at the limestone sanctuary of 
terrace X and the two rectangular andesite sanctuaries from the terrace XI. 

Besides the quadrilateral alignment type sanctuaries, there investigated circular 
sanctuaries from the Dacian firtresses and settlements. The construction issue is raised for them 
too. 

They look like being built as a single circle of wooden or stone pillars and the complex 
sanctuaries constituted of several "precincts" or "rooms". 

ln case of the circular sanctuaries, namely the big circular sanctuary of Sarmizegetusa 
Regia, the resistance elements are relevant. Each wooden pillar is of an ediffcie is supported by 
a limestone block stuck at about 1 .40- 1 .60 m depth so that the pillar stability above the ground is 
ensured so that to support, in their turn, a roof leaning on the wood skeleton walls. 

As for the circular sanctuaries, there were promoted several opinions regarding their 
astronomy and calendar significance. Again, for the circular sanctuary of Sarmizegetusa Regia it 
is to e noted that from the very beginning the 6+ 1 grouping of the andesite pillars, together with 
its 30times repeat, was interpreted as an illustration of a semester of the 360 day year. 

Taking into account that the other Ancient peoples used a 365 day calendar, the Dace 
one was corrected by the pillars of the inner ci rele formed of 68 wooden pillars, actually 84 84 33, 
but they were counted by deduction as it had not been found the entire surface of the sanctuary 
by the time of the hypothesis promotion and neither have the 34 pillars of the absyde. 

lf, in an initial stage, the hypothesis was justified, later on there were submitted many 
opinions but they were groundless exaggerations. The cycle interpretations, the measurements 
based on modem calculation methods regarding the archaeological pieces of the sanctuaries, 

29 M .  Babeş, SCIV, 2,  1 974, p.236. 
30 Vitruviu, Despre arhitectură, Bucureşti, 1 964, p. l O 1 - 1 1 3 .  
3 1  D .  Antonescu, RMM 1 ,  1 980, p.69-76; Idem, Arhitectura, p.65. 
3 2  M .  Strimbu, I .  Glodariu, ActaMN XVIII, 1 9 8 1 ,  p.377-3 86. 
33 H. Daicoviciu and alli.,  MCA 1 983,  p.232-234. 
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their relations, assume the existence of more centres of the calendar system, make useless the 
speculations if the new archaeological findings are not considered. 

The archaeological investigations undertaken so far for the quadrilateral or circular 
sanctuaries did not succeed to identify any relation of the sanctuary type and a god worshipped 
by the Get-Dace population. 
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DRA WING I. Grădiştea Muncelului - Sarrnizegetusa Regia. Sanctuary terraces 
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1 

2 
DRA WING I I .  Grădiştea Muncelului - Sarmizegetusa Regia. 
1 .  Photo Big l ime sanctuary from the XI'b terrace; 
2. Photo The sanctuary after the reinforcement preservation work completion 
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DRAWING !JI. Grădiştea Muncelului - Sarmizegetusa Regia. Big liine sanctuary from the 
Xlth terrace. 1 -2-3 .  Plan Reinforcement stages 
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DRA WING IV. Grădiştea Muncelului - Sarmizegetusa Regia. Big lime sanctuary from the Xlth 
terrace. 1 .  Foundantion lens aerial view; 2-3 . Plan cross sections 
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DRA WING V. Grădiştea Muncelului - Sarmizegetusa Regia. Big lime sanctuary from the Xlth 
terrace.  Proposal for reconstitution (ace . to I .  H. Crişan). 
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DRA WING VI. Grădiştea Muncelului - Sarmizegetusa Regia. Big l ime sanctuary from the Xlib 
terrace. Proposal for reconstruction (ace. to D. Antonescu). 
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DRA WING VII. Grădiştea Muncelului - Sarmizegetusa Regia. Big l ime sanctuary from the XIlh 

terrace. Proposal for reconstruction (ace. to M .  S trâmbu and I .  G lodariu). 
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DRA W ING VII I .  Grădiştea Muncelului - Sarmizegetusa Regia. Big l ime sanctuary from the Xlth 
terrace. Proposal for reconstruction and construction details .  
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DRA WING IX. Grădiştea Muncelului - Sarmizegetusa Regia. Small lime sanctuary from the XIth 

terrace. 1 .  Photo; 2 .  Plan. 
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DRA WING X. Grădiştea Muncelului - Sarrnizegetusa Regia. Andesite sanctuary from the X'h 

terrace. 1 .  Photo; 2. Plan. 
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3 
DRA WING XI .  Grădiştea Muncelului - Sarmizegetusa Regia. 1 .  Terraces with sanctuaries; 
Reconstruction attempt. Plan (ace. to H.  Teodoru). Andesite sanctuary from the X'h terrace, 
Reconstruction proposal (2 - ace. To C. Daicoviciu; 3 - ace. to H. Daicoviciu). 
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DRA WING XII. Grădiştea Muncelului - Sarmizegetusa Regia. Lime sanctuary from the Xth terrace. 
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DRA WING XII I .  Grădiştea Muncelului - Sarmizegetusa Regia. Big quadrilateral andesite 
sanctuary from the XI'h terrace. 1 .  Pboto; 2. Plan. 
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ORA WING XIV. Grădiştea Muncelului - Sarmizegetusa Regia .  Small quadrilateral andesite 
sanctuary from the XI'h terrace. 1 and 4. Photos; 2. P lan; 3. Reconstruction proposal .  
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DRA WING XV. Grădiştea Muncelului - Sarmizegetusa Regia. 1 .  Andesite sun; 2 .  Plan; 3 .  Photo 
"T " shape decorative part. 
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3 
DRA W ING XVI.  Grădiştea Muncelului - Sarmizegetusa Regia. Big circular sanctuary from the 
Xlth terrace. 1 .  Overview; 2. Plan 3 .  Photo - Entrance ramp; 4. Photo. Aspects during the 
investigations concentric andesite circles. 
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DRAWING XVII .  Grădiştea Muncelului - Sarmizegetusa Regia. Big circular Sanctuary from the 
XIth terrace. Reconstruction proposal (ace. to H.  Daicoviciu). 
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DRAWING XVIII .  Grădiştea Muncelului - Sarmizegetusa Regia. Big circular sanctuary from the 
Xlth terrace. 1 .  Plan; 2. E levation; 3 .  Perspective reconstruction proposal (ace. to D. Antonescu). 

1 25 

https://biblioteca-digitala.ro



DRA WING XIX. Grădiştea Muncelului - Sarmizegetusa Regia. Big circular sanctuary frorn the 
XIth terrace. Reconstruction proposal . 

1 26 

https://biblioteca-digitala.ro



1 

o .I m  

DRAW I N G  X X .  Grădiştea M unce l u l u i  Sarmizegetusa Regia .  S m a l l  c i rcular  
sanctuary from the Xfh terrace .  1 .  Photo ;  2 .  P lan .  
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DRA WING XXI. Quadrilateral and circular sanctuaries. 
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MĂGURA MOIGRADULUI1•  
SACRED AREA (18T CENTURY BC) AND 

FORTIFIED DACIAN SETTLEMENT (18T CENTURY AD) 

Horea Pop, Alexandru V. Matei (Zalău - Romania) 

Key-words : Dacians, sacred enclosure, fortified settlement, inventory, chronology. 

The only known Dacian fortified settlement located in the Salaj County is the one 
situated on Măgura Moigradului. lts presence in the nearby of the Meseşeană Gate2 was not 
obviously, accidentally. Mandatory pass, main Northwestem access route from and towards 
Transylvania, the place appears to us as an important communication route used by merchants or 
by anybody else, desiring to get out or in Transylvania with other purposes. 

Short historic 
A volcanic hill ,  a massive pile of stones, presently exploited by a quarry situated on its 

Southwestem slope, Măgura Moigradului emerges as an impressive cone body, with a 
maximum elevation of 5 14m, elevated with 224m above the Ortelec Valley, the water that 
created the previously named pass. The upper plateau is oval in shape with the large diameter of 
approximately 400m and the small one of 250m; with a total surface of seven hectares (Plate 1 ) . 

The site became known in the scientific literature quite early3, due to the discovery of some 
Dacian hoards of silver adomments and coins4, and then, after the archaeological excavations 
between 1 93 8  - 1 9395, 1 940 - 1 94 1 6, 1 958  - 1 9597 as a Dacian cremation necropolis. The site 
from the Măgura Moigradului proves to be a large and prosperous fortified Dacian settlement8 

1 This short description presents the main conclusions contained in the monographic study of the site, which is in 
preparation. An analogous Roman ian version of this text appeared in Studii de istorie antica. Omagiu Profesorului 
Ioan Glodariu, p. 253-277 
2 V. Mihăilescu, Porţile Transilvaniei, Crisia, 1 97 1 ,  I ,  p. 9- 1 4. 
3 I. Marţian, Urme din războaiele romanilor cu dacii, Cluj ,  1 92 1 ,  p .6 . 
4 I. C. Siedel, A OG XV, 1 855,  p. 324; C. Gohl, Chronik der arhaologischen Funde Siebenburgens, Hennannstadt, 
1 875, p. 37;  O. Gohl, ArchErt XX, 1 900, p. 434; idem, Koisztobokus, Eremlelet Aranyosmedyesen, NK, Budapest, 
1 903, I I ;  I. Marţian, op. cit. ; E. Chirilă, Descoperiri monetare în Transilvania, AMN I II ,  1 966, p. 42 1 ;  K. Horedt, 
Die Dakischen Silbe1:funde, Dacia N.S.  1 7, 1 973, p. 1 27- 1 67; Bundesministerium Fur Wissenschaft und Forschung, 
Die Daker Archaologische Funde aus Rumanien, Wien, I ,  Neue Hofburg, Burggartensale, 1 1 , Juni, Bisch, Oktober, 
1 98 1 .  

5 C .  Daicoviciu, Neue mitteilungen aus Dazien, Dacia VII-VIII, 1 937- 1 940, p. 323.  
6 I .  Ferenczi, Regeszeti megfigyelesek a limes dacicus eszaknyugati szakaszan, EM, XL VI, 1 94 1 ,  p. 1 99-206. 
7 M. Macrea, M. Rusu, Der Dakische Friedhofvon Porolissum und das problem des Dakischen Besattungsbrauche 
in der spatlatenzeit, Dacia N.S. IV, 1 960, p.20 1 -229; M. Macrea, D. Protase, M. Rusu, Şantierul arheologic 
Porolissum, Materiale VIII, 1 962, p. 485-504. 
8 Al. V. Matei, Aşezarea dacică fortificată de pe Măgura Moigradului, ActaMP X, 1 986, p. 1 26- 1 28;  Al. V. Matei, 
H. Pop, Şantierul arheologic Porolissum - Moigrad, in voi. Cronica Cercetărilor Arheologice, Satu Mare, 1 994, p. 
50-5 1 ;  idem, Raport preliminar în legătură cu săpăturile arheologice şi lucrările de conservare şi restaurare 
executate la Porolissum în anul 1 993, ActaMP XVIII, 1 994, p. 1 1 1 - 1 34; idem, Şantierul arheologic Porolissum­
Moigrad, in Cronica Cercetărilor Arheologice, Cluj Napoca, 1 995, p. 55-57; idem, Măgura Moigradului, in Situri 
arheologice cercetate în perioada 1 983-1992, Brăila, 1 996, p. 73-74. 

1 29 

https://biblioteca-digitala.ro



previously preceded hy a site with a cultic nature9, dated hetween the end of the second century 
BC and the first century BC 10. Because of the geographic conditions, the fortified settlements 
similar to those discovered in the Southern or Eastern Dacia 1 1 , are not typical to the Salaj 
County region; only the site from Moigrad stands alone. 

We will  not detail now prohlems connected with the site ' s  fortification, which is to he 
discussed later in the text, hut we will try to reflect severa! aspects of the site revealed in the 
excavations carried out in the last years, presented also in later studies 1 2 . 

On Măgura Moigradului systematic archaeological excavations took place heginning 
with the years 1 93 8  - 1 939 1 3 • Well known in this moment are the results of the 1 984, .1 987 -
1 995 14  research campaigns to which we may add with the campaigns from the years 1 958  -
1 959 1 5  hut only with certain prohahi lity, due to the particular situation in which we received the 
archaeological inventory (Plate 1 - The general plan of the excavations). 

Excavated surface - preliminary results. The plateau has a total surface of 70.000 
square meters from which only 3 .730,36 square meters were excavated, representing 5 ,32% 
from the total. In this surface there were identified 1 93 Dacian pits, 32 dwellings, 43 fireplaces 
and 8 ovens. Severa) less preserved ovens might have heen considered fireplaces, hut this 
possihility does not change the main data of the issue. From the 1 95 discovered Dacian pits, two 
were post holes and were connected prohahly, with a dwelling positioned in the nearhy. 

For the chronological horizon dated at the end_ of the second century BC - first century 
BC, which corresponded to the period in which the site functioned as an area with ritual 
deposits, there were identified and dated as such, 4 pit-dwell ings (Plate 1) and 79 pits. For the 
period hetween the first century BC and the first century AD one could date 1 dwelling and 6 
pits and for the first century AD there were excavated and dated 27 dwell ings (Plate 1 )  and 25 
pits. For the last two chrono logical horizons we identified only surface-dwel l ings hut also pits 
with an unquestionahly ritual nature. The rest of the pits could not he dated precisely in one of 
the three chronological periods, due to their poor inventory or due to poor technical recordings 1 6  

(inaccessihle for us). 
The fortification of the plateau - components. Due to the controversy connected to 

their chronology, only occasional notes appeared ahout the fortification elements from Măgura 
Moigradului. Beginning with the year 1 984, when archaeological excavations restarted in this 
site, the fortification elements were investigated in eleven points corresponding to the six field 
campaigns which had this ohjective (Plate 1). The seven hectares of the upper plateau were 

9 Al. V. Matei, op. cit., p. 1 26- 1 28; Al. V. Matei, C. Stoica, Cercetări arheologice pe Măgura Moigradului 
Campania 1 987, ActaMP XII, 1 988, p. 1 58- 1 60; H. Pop, Contribuţii metodologice privind cercetarea spiritualităţii 
dacice, reflectată în descoperirile arheologice, ActaMP XVII ,  1 993, p. 9 1 - 1 05 .  
1 0 H. Pop, Al. V. Matei, The tipology of grey pottery discovered in the dacian settlement from Măgura Moigradului, 
paper sustained at the Pre Congress Colloquy- The stamped grey pottery, Zalău, 27-30 June, 1 996. 
1 1 Few examples at I .  Glodariu, Arhitectura dacilor, Cluj Napoca, 1 98 3 ;  D. Berciu, Buridava dacică, Bucureşti, 
1 98 1 ;  others from Transylvania at I. Glodariu, Aşezarea dacică şi daco-romană de la Slimnic, AMN IX, 1 972, p. 
1 1 9- 1 40, idem, Vase de argint în tezaurele dacice, Sargetia XI-XII, 1 974- 1 975, p. 1 9-34; idem, Aşezări dacice şi 
daco-romane la Slimnic (jud. Sibiu), Bucureşti, 1 9 8 1 ,  p. I 9 I .  
1 2 H. Pop, Civil architecture and habitat during Latene D in the Depression of Şimleu, ActaMN XXXII,  1 995, p. 
1 03- 1 1 8. 
1 3 C. Daicoviciu, op. cit., p. 323.  
14 Excavations carried out by dr. Al. V. Matei together with a collective in which took part C. Stoica (.1 987- 1 990), 
D. Tamba ( 1 984, 1 987- 1 989), dr. H. Pop ( 1 988- 1 995), I .Bej inariu ( 1 994) 
1 5  See footnote number 6. 
1 6 This is the case with the 55 pits discovered in the 1 958-1 959 excavation campaigns. 
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cnclosed with a systcm of fcnccs fi.xed into two parallcl foundation trcnchcs, positioncd at 
variable distances ( from 5 to 1 0  mcters, Plate 8/1 3-15). In a singlc point ( S l / 1 993, Plate 8/1 5a) 
l ocatcd in the Eastcm part of thc platcau, thc obscrved distancc bctwecn the two foundation 
trcnches was narrowcr (0,5m). This arca is  thc mast difficult to climb and here the fenec 
fortification was not doubled in thc exterior by a ditch .  In all thc other cases the fortifi.cation 
ditch was located at thc basc of the fenec at a distance of 3 ,5  - 7m. The opening of thc ditch 
which had a rounded bottom, varicd between 2 - 3m, with depths between 0,7 - l ,5m (Plate 

8113,14). The widcness of thc two trcnches with wood bcams which supp011cd thc fenec 
measured bctwecn 0,3 - 0,6m, and depths of 0,8m (Plate 8/13a). Evcn though thc stccp and 
long slope of the hill madc cnough dinicult any unfriendly cl imbing attcmpt, thc cntirc platcau 
was fortificd with a wood and cai1h f011i fication doublcd on thc exterior, almost on its cntirc 
lcngth (approximately 1 km), by a ditch, imposed in a way by thc land pattem (Plate 1) .  
Morcover, al  25 rnetcrs away from thcse fortification clcmcnts, on the western slopc or  thc hil l ,  
thc one oricntatcd towards the Mcscşcană Gale and casier to cl imb, anothcr ditch, 235m in 
length, was found (Plate l i) .  Thc ditch was 3 rn widc on top and l ,3 rn in dcpth and was probably 
designed to havc a fenec fixcd in a vallum which probably fell in tirnc insidc thc ditch, duc to 
the steep slopc (Plate 8/1 Sb ). Both fortifications seem to function in the sarnc tirnc, during the 
first century AD, until thc Roman conquest. An cvidence in this way is thc archacological 
material found in the ditch fi l ling, but abovc this, thc discovcry of a Dacian dwel ling datcd in 
the first century AD ovcrlapped by thc Dacian fortification of the plateau. 

The sacred area. An archacological site may be considercd a cult place only with 
regard to thc archacological context of thc discovcry, the prescncc in thc ncarby or complcxcs 
with solid elcmcnts or ritual :  fircplaccs, altars, sanctuaries, ritual pits, itcms with a cultic 
signification. 

Măgura Moigradului cntercd thc historical literature with some ritual discovcries, 
initia lly interpretcd as funerary monurnents 1 7. As resuit of the cxcavations caITicd oul during 
1 984 - 1 995,  thc site may be now considcred a large civil Dacian scttlcment 1 x  which occupicd 
the entire 7 ha of thc upper platcau smTounded by a vallum. I f  this atlim1ation seems to bc 
unquestionably for thc archacological rcality datcd in thc first ccntury AD, although, alsa in this 
period there were discovcrcd 1itual pits, for thc first century BC the mast justified intcrprctation 
o r the site is that or a cult place . 

An argument for this intcrprctation 1 9  rnay be thc largc numbcr of pits datablc in the first 
ccntury BC (79) comparcd with the srnall number or scason (none or them had a tireplacc) pit­
dwcllings (4) with a poor invcntmy. Moreovcr, for this chronological horizon, the ritual pits 
wcre identificd alsa on thc slopcs o r thc hil l ,  in the exterior of the forti lication, as it was thc casc 
with a pit cxcavatcd in 1 99 1 20 and with othcr cornp lcxcs identificd in the Southcm sector or thc 
site, during the rcconstruction or thc road which cnsures the access on the platcau. Apart, from 
the typical invcntmy ( cntirc or fragmentary ceramic vesscls, bumt stoncs, animal bones, 
sometimcs crernatcd, ash, coal, cntirc or fragrnentary utcnsi ls, picccs of 1ircplaccs and burnt c lay 

1 7  M. Macrea, M. Rusu, op. cit. ,  p. 20 1 -229; M. Macrea, D. Protase, M.  Rusu. op cit. , p.  3 6 1 -390; M. Macrea, M. 
Rusu, I .  Mitrofan. op. cil . ,  p. 485 -504. 
i x  See thc text in which thc subjcct is thc fortiticd settlemcnt from Măgura Moigradului. 
19 H. Pop, Arhitectură civilă şi hahilaf 1/1 La Tene D, 1/1 Depresiunea Şimleului, in voi. S111dii de islorie a 
Transilvaniei. Familie şi societate, Cluj Napoca, 1 999.  p. I 09- 1 22 .  
20 idem, Contrih11ţii 111e1odologice privind cerce/area spirilllalilăţii dacice. reflec/ată în descoperirile arheologice, 
ActaMP XVII 1 99 3 ,  p. 9 1 - 1 05 .  
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walls, adomments, dress accessmies, fragments of grinders), some pits (4 of them) contained 
inside human skelctons or parts of skeletons2 1 . 

Without an obvious tendency to group in any part of the plateau, the Dacian pits dated in 
the first century BC, had regular diameters of 1 m and regular depths of l ,2- l ,5m. There were 
identi fied as well ,  large pits with diameters of 2,2-2,5m, not much deeper than the rest. The 
situation was similar for severa! pits dated in the first century AD. 

In general ,  the faur pit-dwel lings identified on Măgura Moigradului (Plate 1 ), which 
correspond to the chronological horizon when the site functioned as a sacred place, had a 
circular plan and depths of 0,70m, with 30-40cm dug actually in the rock bed of the hil l .  The 
roof  had two slopes supported by two posts, positioned inside the construction, fixed with 60 cm 
below the walking levei. The diameter of the dwel l ings vari ed between 2 to 3,5m. None of these 
houses had a fi.replace insidc. This type of complex had as inventory ceramic,  bones, small tools 
and stones fa l ien from the hay roof, and was observed on the Eastem and Southem parts of the 
plateau, in opposition with the surface-dwellings, which were identified not only on the Eastem 
and Southem sides, but alsa on the Northwestem side, more exposed to winds. 

The fortified Dacian settlement. The identification of the fortified Dacian settlement 
resulted after the analyses of the so call ed plaiforms with ceramic, presented as well in the o Jder 
literature and moreover, atler the appearance of simi lar complexes in more recent excavations. 
We consider thesc p/aţforms with ceramic22 as surfacc-dwel lings (Plate I). Their inventory 
consisted in ceramic vesscls broken in situ, pieces of clay walls, sometimes bumt, animal bones, 
sometimes bumt, other items specific to an everyday life (whetstone, iron items, items for 
ceramic mode l ing, grinders ) . Their contour was often irregul arly; often they overlapped a 
fireplace and frequently pits . The pits usual ly belonged to the older levei .  That i s  why we 
consider those p latfonm surface-dwel l ings built on wood beams foundations, technology used 
duc the small depth where one could found the volcanic rock specific to Măgura Moigradului ;  
the wood beams did not lct any traccs in the rock except for when they wcre dug into it. 

The archaeological material. Chronology, types of vessels, functionality, decoration, 
manufacturing techniques. For the time interval between the end of the second century BC and 
the first century BC, when we consider thc first chronological horizon of the Dacian 
habitation in this site to be a sacred arca, wc mention as chronological markers si lver broche 
with knots (3 items) discovered in 1 85523 (at K.M.V.  beginning with the year 1 865), datable in 
the la st qua11er of the second century BC unti l the middle of the next one24 . In the pit G 1 7  / 1 994 
there were found pieces of a belt hook covered with a decorated bronze plate (Plate 2/1 ) 
together with a knife, a spoon (Plate 2/7), an iron spur and entire ceramic vessels (3  pots with 
isolated knobs and a black polished fruit-bowl without its foot) . The belt hook can be dated 
during thc first century BC25, as well as thc iron exemplar discovered in the pit-welling 

2 1  Al .  V .  Matei, Aşezarea dacică.fiJrtificatu de p e  Măgura Moigradului, ActaMP X, 1 986,  p. 1 26- 1 28;  Al.  V. Matei, 
H. Pop, Şantierul arheologic Porol issum-Moigrad, in voi. Cronica Cercetărilor A rheologice, Satu Mare, 1 994, p. 
50-5 1 ;  idem, Raport preli111ina1)" în legătură cu săpâturile arheologice şi lucrările de conservare şi restaurare 
exerntale la Porolissum în anul 1 993, ActaMP XVIII, 1 994, p .  1 1 1 - 1 34;  

22 M. Macrea, M .  Rusu, op. cit„ p.  2 0 1 -229; M.  Macrca, D. Protasc, M.  Rusu, op. cit„ p. 3 6 1 -3 90; M. Macrea, M.  
Rusu, I .  Mitrofan, op. cit„ p. 485 -504. 

2' R. Florescu, I .  Miclea, Tezaure transilvane la Kunsthislorische Muzeum din Viena, Bucureşti, 1 979,  p. 20-2 1 .  

24 A. Rustoiu, Fihu/e/e din Dacia preromanâ, Bucureşti, 1 997,  p. 32-3 3 .  

2 '  M. Babeş, Pa/ia/ele Latene târzii din sud-estul Europei, SCIV A 34, 1 983,  3 ,  p. 1 96-22 1 ;  A. Rustoiu, Metalurgia 
bonzului la daci, Bucureşti, 1 996, p. 1 20- 1 2 1  

1 32 

https://biblioteca-digitala.ro



identi fied in S l / 1 993 . ln this dwelling appcarcd also a fragment of an iron coat of mail ,  this type 
of equipmcnt disappearing gradually at thc beginning of the first century AD26 . 

In G5/ l 984, near the ritual deposited superior half of a woman, there was discovered a 
globular silver pendant (Plate 2/4) with good analogies at Liptovska Mara27 with Celtic items 
dated in the I I-I centuries BC. Thesc early items provide the chronology for the ceramic vessels 
discovercd inside the pit G5/ l 984, in an older period, at the end of the second century BC and 
along the first centmy BC. Thc ancient mending observablc on thc hanging ring of the globular 
silver pcndant, made with a bronzc wire, may suggest a long period of use for this item. A 
tempting hypothesis, considering this adornment as specific to the Celtic world, might assert that 
thc sacri ficcd individual was a war prisoncr (?). The circular silvcr pendant with three rungs, 
discovcrcd in the same complex, without any good analogies in the Dacian world, could also 
sustain thc previously named theory. A similar exemplar, but with four rungs, appeared at 
Sighişoara-Wietenberg28, and its Central-European analogies29 suggest the fact that the item was 
importcd30, or that the sacrificcd feminine individual from G5/1 984 pit was a war prisoner. 
Thesc typcs of itcms arc usually chronologically datcd between the second half of the second 
ccntury BC and thc first ccntury BC, data which completes, by the way, the proposed 
chronology for thc entire complex3 1 . 

The chronological horizon of  the fo11ificd settlcment ( 1 51 ccntury AD) can be precisely 
dated duc to the prcscncc in severa I complcxcs (L l / 1 99 1 / 1 992 in S 1 / 1 99 1  and C2-C3/l 992 and 
thc dwclling-towcr discovercd in the Southcm sector of the site in 1 995) of profiled bronze 
pendants (Plate 2/8-1 2), dated cspccially in the first century AD32 . An iron broche, without the 
spring, manufactured in a local workshop (Plate 2/6), discovered in the dwelling identificd in 
S 1 / 1 99 1  and C2-C3/ 1 992, can be dated in relation with the bronze profil ed pendants in the 
second half of the first ccntury A0-33 • 

Thc lira-shapcd bronze buckle (Plate 2/5) discovered in the dwel ling L2/ l 992 belongs to 
a vc1y wcl l known Dacian typc34, mainly dated in the first ccntury AD35. This type of buckle 
appears in 5 cxcmplars in Liptovska Mara36, in Slovakia, in the Puchov culture, the author who 
published thcm, considcred thcy arc Noricum-Pannonian importcd items. A fragmentary item 
was discovcrcd in Malaja  Kopanja  in Ukraine, also considered there, an imported Noricum­
Pannonian item37 .This typc of drcss acccssory provides for the ceramic material discovcred 
insidc thc dwelling a chronology in the first century AD. 

Considcring thc pottery found in complexes bclonging to the two chronological 
horizons, as chronological markers, we obscrved that these matcrials are indeed different, from a 
period to the other, as dccoration, shapes and material used inside thc clay mixture. 

26 A. Rustoiu, op. cit., p.  1 50. 
27 K. Picta, liptovska Mara, Bratislava, · 1 996, p.  94, fig. XI-3, 4, 9. 
2� K. Horedt, C .  Seraphin, Die prahistorische A nsiedlung au( dem Wietenherg hei Sighişoara-Schasshurg, Bonn, 
1 97 1 .  pi . 62/ 1 3 .  

�9 D.  van Endcrt, Die Bronzefimde aus dem Oppidum von Manching, i n  the series Ausgrabungen i n  Manching, Bd. 
1 3 , Stuttgart, 1 99 1 .  p .  1 5 - 1 8 . 

:;o A.  Rustoiu, Metalurgia hronwlui la daci, Bucureşti, 1 986. p. 1 26 
3 1  Ibidem, p. 26 
32 M. Macrca, M. Rusu, op. cil . ,  p. 2 1 5 , fig 1 3/ 1  I ;  A. Rustoiu, op.cil. ,  p. 1 23- 1 24 .  
3 3  A.  Rus toiu, op. cit . ,  p.  52,  fig .  57 i i ,  type 1 8 . 
-'4 A.  Rustoiu, Catarame înf<mnă de "liră " în Dacia preromană, Marisia XXIII-XXIV, 1 994, p. 577-580 
-'' A .  Rustoiu, Metalurgia hronwlui la daci, Bucureşti. 1 986, p. 1 1 8- 1 1 9  
36 K. Picta, I. J\itra. 1 982. p.  253 ,  fig. Xl/ 1 4 ; idem, Liptovska Mara, Bratislava, 1 996, p.80, fig. VIII/5-8. 
-'7 V. Kotigorosko, Ţinuturile Tisei Superioare în veacurile III î. e.n. -IV e. n . ,  Bucureşti, 1 995, p. 98 and fig 50/53 
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l f  for the first period (the cnd o[ thc second century BC - first century BC) wc identi fied 
hand-made pots (Plate 3) with slightly ilarcd out lip and more rarely with a l ip with facets, 
decoratcd with alveoli girdles (never inciscd girdles) (Plate 3/5, 6) which l inks cylindrical or ilat 
knobs, with finger-tips alveoli, dccorated with oblique girdlcs positioned on the pot 's  body 
( Plate 3/4) or decorated with incised omaments rnade with a "comb" on the cntire suriace of thc 
pot or with two or faur knobs isolatcd on the maximum curvature of thc pot (Plate 317, 8), 
containing in the c lay srnashed shards, limestone or mica, the pots ( cooking vesscls wcre the 
mast numerous, Plate 6) datcd in the second horizon ( lirst century AD) had a pronounced tlared 
out lip, with facets, immediately under the ncck decorated with horizontal l ines or wave lines 
incised with a "comb" with 3-5 tccth (Plate 6/1 , 3), followed almost constantly by continuous 
horizontal girdles, incised ( Plate 617, 8) or with alveoli (Plate 6/1 , 6, 9), in relie f� positioned on 
the maximum curva turc of the pot. In this period appeared thc decoration with incised littlc firs 
positioned in thc superior half of the vessel (Plate 6/6). ln the clay they usually mixed fine sand. 

For the older horizon3x typical werc the porringcrs with a lip shapcd as a 'T" or "S" 
( Plate 4/6, 8), black or brown polishcd fruit-bowls (Plate 4/5) or grey hand-made exemplars and 
Celtic typc hand-madc kantharoi, with sl ightly over-clevated handles (Plate 417)39 . Alsa 
frcquent wcre thc small  and rncdium sizcd bitruncated mugs, with a cyl ind1ical handle, covercd 
with a brownish or dark grayish slip (Plate 4/1-4). Thc rushlight cups had rarcly no handlcs 
(Plate 8/1 1 )  and more frcqucnt had onc handle (Plate 8/3-5) or two handlcs (Plate 8/1 , 2, 1 0) ,  
without much decoration (Plate 8/1 O),  cspecially in thc first ccntury AD, whcn thc site 
functioncd as a fortified settlement, context in which the incrcased number of this typc of 
lighting installation may have an cxplanation . The miniaturc vcsscls wcrc not vcry numcrous in 
the first period; a special cntirc itcm, a miniature pot, was dccoratcd with motifs, which wcrc 
ncvcr noticcd in totality in the dccoration of the largc vcssels (Plate 3/3).  For thc first ccntury 
AD wc noticcd an increascd prcscncc of thc miniaturc vcsscl s, imitation of pots (Plate 8/6-9) 
and rushlight cups (Plate 8/12) .  

Thc whecl-made ceramic was in majority fircd without oxygcn, prescnting a grayish 
color. For thc first ccntury BC horizon wc noticcd thc prescncc of hcmisphc1ical porringcrs with 
a lip shapcd as a "T" (Plate 5/4, 5) or "S" (Plate 5/2, 3) and of numcrous mugs with onc handlc 
(Plate 5/6-1 2), in which water could havc bcen brought from thc ncarby springs. Thc largc 
vesscls for storagc (Plate 5/1 ) lackcd almost cntircly. Thc fruit-bowls had in general, largc lips 
of 3 ,5 -8cm and imprcssive diamctcrs. The quantity of whccl-madc pottcry was smallcr in 
comparison with thc samc technologic typc dated in thc latcr period of thc site development. 

In thc first ccntury AD wc noticcd thc prcscncc of largc bowls with a walc positioned in 
thc area of thc lip (Plate 7 /8). Thcsc vcsscls wcre uscd for transporting thc food to the table, 
fumiture item which we can guess as invcntory in the surfacc-dwcllings, typical for this ccntmy 
on Măgura Moigradului. Thc porringers with a similar profile rcprescnted a more modest in sizc 
relative of thcsc bowls; thcy wcrc uscd in thc individual alimcntation (Plate 7/6, 7) . Thc whecl­
madc fruit-bowls, had with more slcndcr shapcs, conica! intcriors and narrow l ips ( 1 ,5 - 3cm, 
Plate 7/3-5), suggcsting their usc more as drinking cups (Plate 712). than vcsscls for eating. The 

>x Good analogies for the pottery dated in this horizon in M. Macrea, I. Glodariu, Aşezarea dacică de la A1paş11 de 
Sus, Bucureşti, 1 976; I .  Glodariu, Aşezări dacice şi daco-romane la Sli11111ic, Bucureşti, 1 98 1 ;  V .  Sîrbu, Dava 
getică de la Grădiştea, Brăila, 1 986.  
3 9  The best analogies in B .  Iovanovic, M. Iovanovie, Gomo/ava, l'\ovi-Sad-Bclgrad, 1 988,  where the Celtic type 
Ka111haroi belong to the materials dated in the phases Via and Vlb, dated in the time interval between the second 
century BC and the end of the first century BC. The Dacian material from Gomo lava is identica) with the pottery 
diseovered at Moigrad. 
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small number of kantharoi (Plate 9/12) may be in this way explained. The mugs (Plate 7/13) 
were found again in a large number, completing the functionality of the fruit bowl-cups, that of 
transporting l iquids. The pitchers were also found in a small number (Plate 7 /11  ) , in comparison 
with the mugs. In this chronological horizon appeared the hemispherical l id with an exterior 
co Ilar (Plate 7 /1) and the large vessels for storage, grey or brick colored, with ring shaped 
bottom or straight bottom and profiled, flared out lip (Plate 7 /10). This type of vessel was quite 
numerous, compensating in a way the lack of major water resources inside the enclosed plateau, 
as possible water storage vessels. The decorations were always the same: alternative incised sets 
of horizontal l ines or wave lines, realized with "combs" with 4 - 9 teeth. Because of the high 
humidity level in the soil, few polished ornaments preserved in time, but we suppose they 
decorated vessels l ike fruit-bowls, mugs or kantharoi; the preserved polished motifs were 
typical for the Dacian pottery. 

These conclusions are sustained by the following tables. 
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For 45 .000 square meters in use we suppose the existence of 2 .943 possibie pits. 
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L2 S2 meter 9- 1 2  1 

L l  S2 meter 1 1 3- 1 1 989 1 1 7 

L2 S2 meter 1 -4 1 
1 990 L l  S l /90 1 
1 99 1  L l  S 1 /9 1 ,  C2-C3/92 1 

L l  S l /92 1 
1 992 

L2 S 1 /92 meter 2-
1 0  

L l  Above L2 S 1 193 1 
1 993 

L2 Bellow L l ,  with 1 
G l  l ?  

1 995 L l  Dwelling-tower? 1 
L2 C l 7, 20 1 

Total 9 1 5  3 1 1 26 
4 

% 1 3  3 ,2 83,8 
1 958- L l -1 1 6  1 6  1 959 

3 1  dwellings 

The statistical analysis of the wheel-made Dacian ceramic, discovered in the Dacian 
p1ts an d d I i i  h 1 984 h I . I we ngs m t e arc aeo og1ca campa1gn. 

BC AD Total O/o BC% AD% 

1 Vessels with a foot 20 26 46 39 44,4 35,5 
2 Mugs 1 5  23 38 32  33 ,3 3 1 ,5 
3 Small mugs 4 1 5 4,2 8 ,8  1 ,3 
4 Lids - 1 1 0,8 - 1 ,3 
5 Large storage vessels 2 8 1 0  8,4 4,4 1 1  
6 Bowls 4 1 0  1 4  1 2,3 8,8 1 3 ,6 
7 Imitations - 4 4 3 ,3 - 5,4 

Total 45 73 1 1 8 1 00% 1 00 1 00% 
Total% 3 8  62 

Conclusions 

The excavations performed in different parts of the p lateau showed that the general 
situation of the settlement remained unchanged no matter the area, except a third of the plateau 
positioned in the middle, which is higher, therefore exposed to winds and where the number of 
complexes is very small .  A statistic analysis40 may approximate4 1 the total number of complexes 
which once could have occupied the entire plateau, because of the representative number of 
researched complexes and due to the excavations performed in various points. We consider for 

40 Similar data can be observed in V. Crişan, Despre situaţia demografică în estul Transilvaniei în scalele II î. H. -I 

d. H„ ActaMN XXVI-XXX, I I I ,  1 989- 1 993, p. 70-89. 
41 See a first attempt in H. Pop, op. cit., p.  1 03 - 1 1 8. 
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this assumption, only the two thirds of the plateau which were intensely and permanently 
inhabited (45 .000 square meters). 

Therefore, hypothetically, for the chrono logical horizon dated in the first century BC, 
there could have existed 48 dwellings and 952 pits, a regular relation in the case of a sacred 
p lace with ritual deposits in pits, of a dwel ling to 1 9,7 pits. 

For the intermediary chronological horizon dated between the first century BC and first 
century AD there could have existed 1 2  dwellings and 72 pits, and for the third horizon, to 
which we believe the intermediary belonged also, 325 dwellings and 30 1 pits. 

Calculating that a dwelling could be occupied by a family composed of 5-6 members42 , 
we estimate communities of 240 people for the first horizon, 60 for the intermediary and 1 625 
for the third43• 

Of course these estimations might seem exaggerate, but only for the third chrono logical 
horizon which ends at the Roman conquest, time around when the entire fortification was 
erected44• 

What fact determined the growth of population on the plateau of Moigrad remains 
difficult to establish. A demographic growth is excluded. More probably, we consider the 
immigration of a population from the valley to the hi l l  in front of a possible danger dated in the 
first century AD. 

The long time performed archaeological excavations on Măgura Moigradului, the nature 
of the identified complexes (ritual pits, dwel lings) permitted through an analysis of these closed 
complexes, the emergence of a daring proposal for a shorter chronology of the Dacian ceramic 
identified here, supported by the dating of c losed complexes with metal items and analysis of 
the ceramic typology and manufacturing technology. The association of different Dacian 
ceramic types in closed complexes offered c lues for a shorter chronology of the complexes. 

The present attempt aimed the presentation of the most recent historical and 
archaeological conclusions regarding the controversial nature of the discoveries made at Măgura 
Moigraului, as a synthetic approach, to be followed soon, we hope, by the complete 
monographic study of the site ( conclusions for the 1 984- 1 995 excavations ) .  

42 V. Crişan, op. cit., p. 87. 
43The calculus used the minimal value of 5 members. 
44 H. Pop, Der Nordwesten Dakiens von den Dako-Romischen kriegen, Sargetia XXVl/ l ,  1 995- 1 996, p. 257; idem, 
Nord-vestul Daciei în preajma războaielor daco-romane, paper presented at the symposium The Dacian-Roman 
Warsfrom the time of Trajan, Deva-Geoagiu, 7-9 November 1 996. 
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MAGURA MOl(;RADl llUI 
Plate 1 :  Măgura Moigradului. The general p lan of the excavations ( 1 958- 1 959, 1 984, 1 987- 1 995). The empty circles and partially filled 
circles represent the dwel lings dated at the end of the second century BC-first century BC. The fil led circles represent dwell ings dated in the 
first century AD. 
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Plate 2 :  Metal items discovered in Dacian complexes from Măgura Moigradului. Older horizon 
the end of the second century BC first century BC ( 1 -4, 7), later horizon first century AD (5, 6, 8-
1 2). Belt plate ( 1 ), pendants (2, 4, 8- 1 2), spur (3), spoon (7), buckle (5), broche (6). Iron with 
bronze plate ( 1  ), iron (3 ,  6, 7), bronze (5, 8- 1 2), silver (2, 4). 
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Plate 3 :  Hand-made Dacian pots from complexes found on Măgura Moi gradului (the end of the second century BC first century BC). 
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Plate 4 :  Hand-made Dacian pottery from complexes found on Măgura Moigradului (the end of the second century BC-first century BC) 
Mugs ( 1 -4), fruit-bowls (5), porringers, bowls (6, 8), kantharos (7). 
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Plate 5 :  Wheel-made Dacian pottery from complexes found on Măgura Moigradului (the end ofthe second century BC-first century BC). 
Mugs (6- 1 2), porringers (2/5), storage vessels ( 1 ). 
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Plate 6 :  Hand-made Dacian pots from cornplexes found on Măgura Moi gradului (first century AD). 
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Plate 7 :  Wheel-made Dacian pottery from complexes found on Măgura Moigradului (first century AD). Mugs ( 1 3), porringers (6, 7), storage 
vessels ( 1  O), bowls (8), kantharoi (9, 1 2), l ids ( 1  ), fruit-bowls (3-5), cups (2), pitchers ( 1 1  ) . 
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Plate 8 :  Hand-made Dacian pottery from complexes found on Măgura Moigradului (first century AD). Rushlight cups ( 1 -5 ,  1 2), miniature 
pots (6/9). 
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„ARTEMIS VENDIS I V ASSILEIA": PHOCEAN ASPECTS OF A 
NORTHERN CULTURE 

Sotiris Y. Raptopoulos (Delphi - Greece) 

Key-Words: rock sanctuaries, cave rituals, Greek religion, northem culture. 

The term "Rocky Sanctuary" ["sanctuaire rupestre"] was in use to describe the city 
sanctuaries of goddesses such as Demeter and Persephone, founded by the first Greek colonists 
in Southem ltaly and Sicily ["Magna Graecia"] 1 • 

These sanctuaries combined the cut-in-rock chambers, known in greek religion as p laces 
where cave rituals were performed2 - with a fa<;:ade of a normal temple, in the Doric order. 
Their function is considered as "official ", "state-like " _ in other words, they were considered as 
important, central sanctuaries, their rituals having something to do with the religious motives the 
first colonists brought along with them from Mainland Greece. 

German nineteenth-century archaeologist Lolling, the first that studied the famous 
"Rocky Sanctuary " of Artemis, noted that this curious, three-aisled building of classical date -
partially curved in the s lopes of mount Kefali, in the Phocean town of Antikyra (Phot. 3) (the 
Antikyra sanctuary, sketch by Lolling) (Phot. 4) (the Antikyra sanctuary, recently taken 
photographs) was very important - because it was the only one of its type in M ainland Greece 
,that came to his attention3 . The other examples he could offer are to be found in Asia Minor . . .  

Lolling seemed to ignore the "Rocky Sanctuaries" of "Magna Graecia" - yet, he is not 
to be blamed for something the archaeological research would  not come in terms with, until 
many decades later„ . The Asian "rocky sanctuary" he is having in mind is undoubtedly 
Yasilikaya -in central Asia Minor- dedicated to the cult of Astarte/Artemis4• 

So, our type of sanctuary is to be found in Central Greece, in Magna Graecia - and in 
Asia Minor. Dedicated to Godesses [ and also to male gods] is  strongly connected with city I i .e. 
"official" rituals5 . In the late 201h century, as the archaeological research progressed, we begun 
to understand -more and more- the pattem : 

Originating from Central Greece, the rocky sanctuary model is to be found almost 
everywhere in the Greek World : The Antikyra Sanctuary, that housed one of the masterpieces 
of sculptor Praxiteles (Phot. 5) (statue base), is placed in the middle of an area full of such 
sanctuaries : This area is identica} with Central Greece itself. . .  

The Aesculapius sanctuary (in Naupactus6), the sanctuary of Oeanthea described by 
Pausanias7, the recently found rocky sanctuary at Pente Oria [Chaleum} possibly dedicated to 

1 Le DINAHET, p. 1 43-4. 
2 ITOP<t>YPIOL, - 3-4. 
3 LOLLING, p .  229-232, pi. 7. 
4 Deutsches Archaeologisches Institut - AUSGRABUNGEN I FORSCHUGEN, Seit 1 950, p .  44. 
5 GRAF, p.63 . 

6 ITAYLANlAL, X, 3 8 ,  9. 
7 ITAYLANIAL, X, 38,  9- 1 0  Kat 1 2- 1 3 . 
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Apollo, Artemis and Aesculapius8 (Phot. 5) (rocky sanctuary at Pente Oria), (Phot. 6, 7) (rock­
cut niches in the Pente Oria sanctuary), the sanctuary of Trophonius in Levadeia9 (Phot. 8) 
( l 91h -c. gravure of the Trophonius sanctuary) - and, of co urse, the Delphi sanctuary itself 
(Phot. 9, 10) (rocky sanctuary to the north of, Apollo temenos, Delphi) ! This pattem passed 
over to Asia Minor and Sicily - and also to Macedonia and Thrace (As we take a look at the 
Philippi rocky sanctuaries, we realize that the Artemis of the rocky reliefs is that at the type of 
Kynagetis, the Praxitelian one, known from Athens 1 0  and Antikyra (Phot. 1 1, 12, 13) (Philippi, 
rocky sanctuaries). 

The form under which Artemis was worshipped in Thrace, is that of Vendis or Vassileia, 
a type of ''potnia theron " ["mistress of the hunting"] : lts characteristic "sack'', the conica} 
covering I "hat" on her head, is known from statuettes found in the Antikyra Archaic Cemetery1 1  

- and her name can be seen in a stone-cut inscription from modem coasta} town Glypha12  

[possibly ancient Oeanthea1 3], near modem Naupactus. 
We reach the conclusion that Phocis and Western Locris , "ethne " of Central Greece, 

played an important role in forming the Orphic I Thracian cult of V e n d i s: We shouldn't 
forget that Pylades, Orestes colleague who helped him bringing the statue of Artemis from 
Krimaia to Greece (according to the ancient drama tradition), was a Phocean ! 14 

There are two features of the rocky sanctuaries' cult, that give it its unique character : 
First of all, its complexity : Beyond its primai deity, a rocky sanctuary houses more "secondary" 
deities I cults. In Antikyra, it houses many 'forms "/"eponyms " of Artemis (Phot. 14, 15) 
(inscriptions of the Antikyra sanctuary, that include various eponyms of Artemis). This 
complexity is reflected in modem Dhistomon, where , in a Christian church dedicated to Aghia 
Paraskevi I Aghios Panteleimon, a 3rd c. B.C. marble base fragment is holding the following 
iscription : 

] I  I:QTEIP AI 
OPOMA8EI 

1 .e. ,  Ap'ttµ18]1 I:co'tdpa1 
flpoµa9Ei 

< „ . to Artemis saviour 
. . .  to Prometheus > 

3ct c. B.C. 
1 5(Phot. 16, 17) (inscription of Aghia Paraskevi I Aghios Panteleimon church, 

Dhistomon) 
The inscription belongs to a dedication to both Artemis and Prometheus 

Deukalion, the son of Prometheus, was the patriarch of the post-cataklysm phase of 
humanity - and, according to Phocean mythology, his boat [a parallel to Moses' boat - if we 
want to search for biblica} references] landed, after the cataclysm, on top of mount Pamassus -
only few kilometers far from this Dhistomon church . . .  But the most important clue for our 
research, is that Prometheus belongs to the old order of gods,he is the one that is punished by 
the " new leader " Jupiter ,being tied up in a rock an Kaukasus Mountain - his connection with 

8 L.PAITTOITOY J\OL I ,  cr. 1 7. 
9 s� note "6''. 
10 ·MITPOYLKAPH, cr. 9 1 -2. 
1 1  L.p ATITOITOY AOL 2.  
1 2 1.G .IX, J, "PHOKIS - INSCRIPTIONES LOCRORUM OCCIDENTALIUM", p. 92, no 355.  
1 3 XpovtKa A.�. 2003, <l>ffiKioa [under publication] . 
14 �.BROOKS BERG, p. 232. 
1 5 ·PAITTOITOYAOL I ,  cr. 1 2. 
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North - Eastern cult being more than obvious . . .  And, as a carrier - stealer of the divine fire, is 
pretty clase to Artemis -and her form of Pyrforos, "the light-carrier " . The sister of Apollo is 
widely known and respected in Northern cultures . . .  

Then, in  almost all these sanctuaries, we meet the custom of manumissions : 
The ultimate dedication to the God is the human life, a life that is dedicated 

«rn'EAf:u0Epia» ,"to be free": Here we have the connection to the Orphic I Early Christian 
culture : A «'5ovA.oc; Bt:ov»-slave to god is not claiming that his slavery is a god-sent gift - on the 

contraty, he is saying that he is free in the name of god : 
The "800-name bearer" polygonal wall of the Apollo sanctuary at Delphi (Phot. 18) (the 

Polygonal Wall in Delphi) >is the ultimate monument of freedom, in an ancient society that 
believed in freedom beyond the socio-economic context of its era16  

• • •  
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Phot. 1 (the Antikyra sanctuary, sketch by Lolling). 
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Phot. 2, 3 (the Antikyra sanctuary, recently taken photographs). Phot. 4 (statue base). Phot. 5 
(rocky sanctuary at Pente Oria) .  Phot. 6, 7 (rock-cut niches in the Pente Oria sanctuary).Phot. 8 
( 1 9'h-c .  gravure ofthe Trophonius sanctuary). 
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1 3a 

Phot . 9, 1 0  (rocky sanctuary to the north of Apo l i  o temenos, Delphi). Phot. 1 1 ,  1 2  (Philippi, rocky 
sanctuaries). Phot. 1 3a (sketch of an Antikyra coin). Phot. 13b  (inscriptions of the Antikyra 
sanctuary, that include various eponyms of Artemis). 
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1 6  

Phot. 1 4  (inscriptions of the Antikyra sanctuary, that include various eponyms of Artemis). Phot. 
1 5, 16 (inscription of Aghia Paraskevi I Aghios Panteleimon church, Dhistomon). Phot. 17 (the 
Polygonal Wal l  in Delphi). Phot. 18 ( IVth c. Clay statuette of Artemis Vendis from the ancient 
cemetery of Antikyra). 
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RITUAL AND INVENTORY IN A DACIAN SA�RED 
ENCLOSURE - PIETROASA MICĂ - GRUIU DĂRII 

(lst century BC-lst century AD) 

Valeriu Sîrbu (Brăila - Romania), Sebastian Matei (Buzău - Romania) 

Key-words: Dacians, sacred enclosure, inventory, rituals. 
Abstract. The mound deposits and in situ fireplaces indicate specific rituals, as we know these 
vestiges could not have been simply thrown in them. The cleaning of the area for the upcoming 
deposit, the ring of stones and the fireplace set into place, the deposits of items, the successive 
layers of materials etc . ,  all these constitute with no doubt a certain ritual. The ample fitting outs 
in the area, the walls that were put into place and maintained, the rich inventory and the rituals 
that took place here stand proof of the importance of the enclosure to the sacred life of the 
Dacian communities in the area. The monumentality and richness of the votive deposits in Gruiu 
Dării constitute incontrovertible proof that this was a major sacred center for the Geto-Dacians, 
an impressive temenos. 

1 .  Introduction. Since our purpose is to merely introduce some of the features of the 
inventory and a few possible rituals, we shall not insist on other aspects of the site, which can be 
found in the monographs and studies already published (Dupoi, Sîrbu 200 1 ;  Sîrbu 2004, p. 1 83-
2 1 4 ; Sîrbu, Ştefan, Garganciuc, Matei 2004, p. 72-75 ; Sîrbu, Matei, Dupoi 2005). We shall 
only refer to the 1 

st 
c. BC - 1 

st 
c.  AD, the period for which we have enough data, as the 

discoveries from the 4th_3rd c. BC are too few and their nature is still unclear. lt is necessary, 
however, to introduce the main features of the site in order to have a full understanding of the 
topics we shall approach. 

2. Topography. The site is on a promontory (altitude 534m) of the Istriţa massive, in 
the Southern Sub-Carpathians, looking truncated, with three steep sides and the fourth, to the 
west and north-west, being a gentle, accessible slope; to the north and the east, the cape is 
bordered by the river Dara. 

3. The enclosure. Only about 2500m2 of the enclosure have been preserved, since the 
sides to the south and the east have been destroyed, in time, by the limestone quarries; perhaps, 
in the Dacian era, the enclosure had about 3500m2 (Fig. 6). 

Terraces. A number of terraces were built, one to the north and several the south of the 
enclosure, towards the plains. 

4. Fortification system. Since the southern and eastern sides of the enclosure were 
destroyed by the limestone quarries, we cannot say anything about the fortification that was 
once there. As for the north-western and northern sides, the foundation of the walls, sometimes 
even the first slabs of the elevation have are still standing. One could notice two stages in the 
construction of the walls, which, for the most part, follow the same route. The wall from the last 
stage is 2 .00-2.20m tall and the inner wall face was preserved for a height of l .20m at most, 
mostly the foundation, with eight apsides. The slabs, usually polished on the visible side, were 

1 55 

https://biblioteca-digitala.ro



held together with a white-yellowish bonder. The emplecton consists of small and medium-sized 
pebbles, bonded with yellow soii (Fig. 5). 

5. Chronology. Only 1 1  complexes and isolated items have survived from the 4th_3rd c. 
BC, but their chronology is tight: Greek-amphorae stamps, fibulae, coins, Dacian vessels etc. 
(Dupoi, Sîrbu 200 1 ,  p. 22, 42-43 ; Sîrbu, Matei, Dupoi 2005, p. 1 5- 1 6). 

The 1 st c. BC - 1 c .  AD period is well documented in terms of the stratigraphy and 
complexes, as well as of the large variety of items, where the dozens of fibulae are clear 
chronological markers (Dupoi, Sîrbu 200 1 ;  Sîrbu, Matei, Dupoi 2005). 

6. Type of complexes. In the almost l 200m2 that were excavated so far, one has found, 
from the 1 st c. BC - 1 st c. AD, only three types of clearly defined complexes: a) mound-like 
deposits, mostly with rings and fireplaces in situ or deposited, b) isolated fireplaces and c) pits. 
In the 2001 -2007 interval alone, in the over 300sqm excavated in the enclosure and on Terrace 
I, one has found 1 1 1  complexes: 70 mound-like deposits, 1 4  isolated fireplaces and 1 5  pits; 
there were also another 1 2  complexes, with unclear typology (Sîrbu, Matei, Dupoi 2005, p. 1 5-
20, 65-90, plus the discoveries from the 2006-2007 campaigns) (Fig. 1-4, 7-8). 

The research on Terrace I, from 2006-2007, has determined that such votive deposits 
were also outside the enclosure; the situation on the other terraces remains to be established by 
future excavations. 

The previous campaigns, from 1 97 4- 1 989, when about 800sqm were researched, found 
the same kind of complexes; although their numbers were not clearly established, based on the 
documentation preserved, there were about 1 00 of them (Dupoi, Sîrbu 200 1 ,  p. 1 8-20). 

lt is difficult to estimate, before researching the entire enclosure, what is the number of 
complexes and if there are some location and orientation patterns. On the other hand, we can say 
that in all of the areas researched, in various parts of the enclosure, one has found all the types of 
complexes. Only the south-western side of the enclosure, where the rock reaches the surface, is 
less likely to have had such complexes. 

We also do not know how these deposits were made - in a certain direction or clustered -
because of two things. On the one hand, we do know, for sure, which was the entrance to the 
enclosure and, on the other, not all the complexes included items with a narrower dating, which 
would establish a clearer chronology (Dupoi, Sîrbu 200 1 ,  p. 22, 42-43 ; Sîrbu, Matei, Dupoi 
2005, p. 65-90, annex 1 ). 

We will now discuss the types of complexes in the enclosure. 
a). Votive mound deposits with ring at the bottom - 53 instances, 9 of which have in situ 

fireplaces and 8 deposited fireplaces, are the most diverse, in terms of shape, contain the richest 
materials and pose the hardest problems, so they can be considered characteristic of the 
enclosure. Round or oval, with diameters ranging between 0.40 and l .80m, they have a ring, 
more or less compact, at the bottom, made of stones of various sizes, sometimes including even 
Hellenistic-Roman grinders or grinder fragments. Some of the deposits, such as C 1 6  and C 1 9, 
look like genuine shrines, since they are massive stone constructions, high above the fitting out 
levei, and the burnt fireplaces prove that rituals were performed on them (Fig. 3-4). 

Sometimes, there is a mother-ring and other circular or semi-circular fitting outs, either 
inside it (e.g. C46) or attached to it (e.g. C3, C29), where individual item deposits were found. 

In some cases, in situ fireplaces were found in this type of complexes, usually smaller 
ones, but sometimes using its entire surface ( e.g. C 1 6, C 1 9  - Fig. 3-4). No fire remains were 
found on these fireplaces (coals, ash) and, usually, no whole items either. The height of these 
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complexes, probably hemispheric, is difficult to establish, g1ven thcir cros1on m time; the 
heights preserved are betwcen 0.20 and 0 .50m. 

Inside these complexes, one found fragments of dwelling wal ls or fireplaces, stones, 
animal boncs and, rarely, pieces of coal, plus an archaeological inventory - entire or 
fragmentary items (Fig. 3-4). We are o ften dealing with whole items, including clay vcssels, 
sometimes brokcn in situ. 

b) The ring-less votive mound deposits - 1 7  instances, consist or agglomcrations of 
stones ( e .g.  C48), of animal bones, rarely anatomically connected ( e.g. C49), of pieces of bumt 
dwelling walls ( e.g. C24) or of pottery fragments, animal bones and stoncs ( c .g .  C6 1 ). In these 
deposits, one has found fcwer whole items, such as tools, weapons, adommcnts etc . ,  but these 
did show up in all of the areas researched. 

c ) . Jsolated fireplaces. Alsa, in all of the areas researchcd, but in different conccntrations 
( for instancc, in S 1 7, oul of thrcc complexes, thrcc wcrc fircplaccs) one has found isolated 
fireplaces ( 1 4  instanccs) of vaiious sizcs, with more or less intense signs of buming. Thcre are 
cases where one fireplace succecded anothcr (c.g. C52, C68 and C79) . The remains of the fire 
were almost never found depositcd on thc fireplacc or around it. This obscrvation could mcan 
they were connected to the mound dcposits in that, after the rituals wcre perfonned, thc rcmains 
of  the fire were depositcd in this typc of complcxes. There is alsa proof to that cnd: in S9, half 
of a destroyed fircplace (C I O) was placcd in the mound dcposit next to it (C3). 

d) Pits - 1 5  instances, are a typc of complex sprcad in all of  the arcas but containing 
poor, unrcprcsentativc inventory; somctimcs, therc are many rocks in them. 

From Terrace I, whcrc the cxcavations have only j ust begun, wc will introduce two 
complexes, both of them from thc I st c. BC - 1 st c. AD. 

Complex C20 1 ,  of thc mound typc, oval in shape, has includcd a large amount of 
fragments of bumt dwelling walls and numcrous vcssels and vesscl rragmcnts, but no animal 
bones. Another interesting thing is that although the walls werc strongly bumcd, there wcrc no 
signs of coals or ash in the complex. Somc or thc vcssels werc dcpositcd wholc, ve11ically, and 
broken aftcrwards; there are no traces of ulterior buming (Fig. 1 7/1 ) .  

In the case of C206, under an oval fitting oul of 1ivcr stones, pottcry fragmcnts and rare 
animal bones, therc was a rectangular arca madc of stane slabs and, undcmcath it, a layer of 
b lack soii with traccs of Dacian vcssel fragmcnts (Fig. 1 7/2) 

Ovcrall, although one has rcscarchcd an arca of about 1 200sqm, no in situ huts, surfacc 
dwcllings or workshops were found. Thercforc, one unresolvcd issue is the inhabitation arca for 
thosc that guarded and maintained the f011ifications or thosc that perfonned the rituals - inside 
the cnclosure or outsidc it? 

7. The inventory found is rich and varicd, with many items dcposited wholc, including 
clay vesscls, some of them broken in situ. Although therc are "richcr" and "poorer" complexes, 
no si lvcrwork or coin treasures werc found, as havc not been any deposits of othcr catego1ies of 
items (tools, wcapons, wearable itcms, clay vesscls)(Fig. 9-1 6). No typical invcntorics, namely 
charactcristic item associations can be made for a representativc number of complexcs. Of 
course, the impo11ance of the deposits depends on the value of thc itcms in their time and thcir 
ritual mcaning. 

Howevcr, the inventory found in the cnclosurc suggests some selcction or the deposits 
did take place . Otherwise, it would bc dirficult to account for the extreme scarceness or certain 
types of items, such as the basic tools for fanning ( coulters and plow bladcs, hocs, sickles, 
rakes), wood processing (axes, saws), blacksmithing (anvils, pincers, hammcrs) or stane 
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quanying (pickaxcs, largc chiscls), all thc more so as the area is  in a region rich in l imestone 
and forests. On thc othcr hand, thcrc arc quite a lot of clay vcssels, iron knives and fibulae; the 
prcscncc of b1idlc bits and spurs is worth noticing. Another intercsting aspect consists of the 
Hcllenistic-Roman stane g1inders, wholc or fragmcntary, dcposited either inside rings or 
included in the rings themsclvcs; thcir presence points to the prescncc of certain rituals that 
implicd the ritual grinding of ccreals .  

8. Rituals. Of course, with no writtcn or iconographic sources to rely on, it i s  difficult to 
interpret thc rituals that took place herc. Howcvcr, bascd on the discoveries made so far, one can 
imagine a ccrtain ritual scenario that applied to the mound deposits with rings and fireplaces . 

First, thcy cleaned the arca of thc futurc fitting out, built the stane ring and the fireplace, 
fol lowed by various rituals in thc prcscncc of fire; thc existcnce of isolated firepl aces next to the 
mound dcposits suggests thesc rituals took place hcre, not just on the fireplaces inside the 
complcxcs. Thc remains of thc fire wcre carcfully pickcd up, from both the fircplaces in the 
complcxcs and thosc outsidc thcrn . Insidc thc rings, thcy deposited pieces of bumt c lay walls, 
fircplacc fragrnents, animal boncs, wholc vcsscls, vessels broken in situ or just fragments, as 
wcll as othcr catcgories of itcms, wholc or fragmentary. J t  was all covered, in a more or less 
compact fashion, with burnt wall c lay or stones. 

Thcrc are instanccs whcrc thcy dcposited, in successive layers, vcssel fragments, bumt 
wall clay or picccs of burnt wall and stones, such as complexes C29, C4 l and C45.  

Some of the cornplcxcs arc rnassive, occupying large surfaccs (2-4sqm), have an 
elcvation of at !cast 0 .40-0,50m and contain a rich inventory, such as dcposits C2, C 1 6, C 1 9, 
C33,  C4 l ,  C45,  C63 and C75 . Thcrc are alsa many instances where the main ring has smaller 
rings attachcd to it, insidc or outsidc, and itcrns wcrc deposited in thcm, such as complexes C2 l ,  
C29, C45 , C63, C80 etc . 

Thcrc is alsa significant vaiicty in tcnns of the mound deposits - 70 cascs. l f  we look at 
it from thc perspective of the rituals alonc, thcn we could associate the mound deposits (70 
instances) with thc isolatcd fircplaccs ( 1 4  cases), which rcsults, practically, in thc existence of a 
singlc fitting out of, and manncr of perfonning, the sacrcd acts. The manner of fitting out the 
mound dcposits and thc invcntory in thcm stand proof of the cxistencc of ritual nom1s, since it i s  
obvious that thc presencc of vcstigcs in thc cnclosure is  no accident, but the resuit of cult acts. 
Thc prescncc of pieces of burnt dwcl ling wal ls  in mast of thc complcxcs is important, but they 
arc never the resuit of thc in situ collapsc of dwcll ings or other types of edifices. Instead, the 
picccs wcrc always brought in and dcposited in thc mound deposits, with or without rings. 

Mast of the complexes hold vcsscls, wholc or broken in situ (e .g.  C I ,  C2, C4, C 1 8, C24, 
C33,  C43 , C45, C80). Importantly, thcre arc cascs where the vessels wcre fi lled, exclusiveiy, 
with picccs or wall c lay or of fircplaccs (c.g. C2, C24) or with vcssels with "lids" containing 
somc offerings (c.g. C I  8, C45)(Fig. 1/6 ;8). The dcpositing of wholc itcms, some of them 
valuablc (coi ns, fibulae, bridlcs and b1idle bits, spurs, pendants etc .)  docs not make any sense 
without a strong cult motivation; we arc gcncral ly dealing with used items, because they show 
signs of wcar and tear. 

One has found some human boncs - skcletons from two adults and three chi ldren, plus 
four isolatcd human bones, all of them from adults (Dupoi, Sîrbu 200 I ,  p .  62-63 , fig. 1 8 , 1 23 ; 
Soii caru, Stan 2005, p. 1 07). For thc timc bcing, we cannot account for the presence of these 
human boncs - whole or pai1ial skclctons, some of them dismembered and incomplete, plus the 
isolated bones, in these complexcs. In our opinion, they fal l  in the category of "non-cremated 
human boncs in non-funerary contcxts" and could be from human sacrifices or corpse exposure I 
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dccomposing or dismembc1ing practiccs (Sîrbu 1 993,  p. 3 1 -36 ; 1 997, p .  1 93 -22 1 ; 2006 1 ,  p. 
1 38- 1 5 1 ) . 

Wc have no proof in favor of associating thc discoveries herc with the funerary practices, 
although the lack of tombs from thc Geto-Dacian inhabitation arca throughout the 1 st c.  BC - 1 st  

c. AD is an archacological and historical fact (Sîrbu 1 986, p. 9 1 - 1 08 ;  1 993,  p. 39-40; 2006, p .  
1 28 - 1 36;  Babeş 1 988 ,  p. 3-32). 

Thc fact that most of thc animal bones are from dry or l ittle-meat body parts (head, 
membcr cxtrcmities, ribs) suggests that somc sclcction took place and that the rest of the body -
with a high nutritional value - was consumed during rituals or, simply, at regular meals .  This 
s011 of disproportion bctwcen the fauna rcmains could not have becn possible in a settlement, 
wherc parts from all of the body parts arc discovercd in equal percentages. Also, the obvious 
prccminencc of thc pig - almost 40% of thc rcmains - compared to the other species 
(Bălăşescu, Stan 2005 , p.  1 09- 1 1 7  ) ,  is unique among contemporary Dacian settlements. 

I t  is  important to point out thc importance of the fire in the rituals performed here, as 
provcn by both thc isolated fircplaces and thc fircplaces inside the rings of the complexes, plus 
thc many fragments of fircplaces ins ide some of the deposits. 

Al so, in the casc of thc itcrns deposited whole - where the observations have relevance -
one has found that they were not put through fire on purpose. 

Undoubtedly, thc discovc1ics made so far point to the sacred character of the dcposits 
from the cnclosure and Tenace I .  

9 .  Final observations. 
Whcrc are the offering makcrs from? 
Bcsidcs thc ample fitting out works of thc arca for the foture cnclosure and the erection 

of thc wal ls, thcrc must havc bcen somc pcoplc for guarding the enclosure and maintaining the 
walls, plus thc "spccialists of the sacrcd", which perforn1ed the rituals here. Al l  these required 
important human and material rcsourccs that could not bc sccured solely by the contributions of 
thc sunounding communitics, to  thc cxtcnt that wc know of thcm up unti l now. Clase to Gruiu 
Dârii, onc has found Dacian vestigcs, not many up unti l now, so it is possible that the makers of  
o ffcrings arc from the immcdiate vicinity of thc site, based on these facts. Therefore, we  believe 
thc o ffcring makcrs are from cornmunitics from a wider arca, but one that is  impossible to 
detcnninc. 

How can wc account for this varicty of itcms? 
Thc study or other cult sites , with varied sources, including written or iconographic ones 

( Gifts to the Gods 1 987), suggcst that thi s diversity could be the resuit of worshipping several 
dcities or of the different occupations of those that made the dcposits, or both. 

To which deities were thcse rituals dedicated? 
Bccausc, for thc timc bcing, no sanctuaries or major figurative representations were 

found, wc cannot opt for any pm1icular dcity. 
Thcre may have bcen fitting outs or edifices dedicated to thc cult that we have not found 

yet; i C  howcver, they were in the destroyed area, we will ncver have any data on them. The 
discovery or many fireplaces, in mound deposits with stane rings or isolated ones (23 cases), 
shows, howcver, that some rituals took place in the open. 

Thc sizc of the enclosure, the monumental sizc of some sections of the wall and the long 
period during which rituals wcre perfonncd here - about two centuries -, stands proof of the 
importance of this place as a cult site. Thc fact that the rituals happened on a tall plateau, around 
the ii re, somc of thcm clearly in the open, and that most of the rings were round could indicate 
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belicfs and practices dedicated to a solar dcity. 
On thc other hand, thc prcsencc of many fragmcnts of dwcll ing walls and of thcir 

invcntorics, as wcl l  as the fireplacc fragmcnts, could point to rituals connccted to the cult of thc 
household, the hearth and thc lire. To that cnd, wc can b1ing into thc discussion, as further 
prooC thc prcsence of thc anthropomorphic and zoomorphic fi.gurincs, namcly itcms that arc 
charactcristic o f  magic practiccs or witchcrafi (Sîrbu 1 993 i ,  p. 58-70; 1 9932, p. 1 29- 1 75), and 
thc lack of outstanding figurative reprcscntations. 

Although, as wc havc already said, somc selection is visiblc, thc invcntory diversity and 
the lack of clcarly-defi.ned depositcd sets of goods arc gencrating somc extra problems when it 
comcs to identi lying the dcities that the offcrings wcre madc to. In thc absencc of written 
sourccs, it is difficult to comprchcnd thc mcaning of  the various catcgorics of itcms prcsent in 
the cult sitcs. 

Thc analysis of the invcntorics found in a numbcr of south-Thracian cult sitcs has 
strcssed thc divcrsity of thc catcgmics of itcms dcpositcd in thcm, a largc pcrccntagc consisting 
of adommcnts, tools, utcnsils and miniaturc itcms (Domaradzki 1 994, p. 69- 1 08 ;  Tonkova, 
Savatinov 200 1 , p. 95- 1 26 ;  Tonkova 2005 , p. 1 63 - 1 85) .  

lf we talk of just thc grindcrs, itcms so oftcn found in Gruiu Dârii, thcir prcscncc in a 
cult site means at least threc possiblc intcrprctations :  a) accessory for prcpaiing the food and 
drinks for thc deities or thc ccrcmony participants, b) ex-vota offcrcd to thc agra1ian deitics by 
the fanncrs and c) chthonian offcring, buricd so as to secure fc1tility and thc resumption of thc 
agricultural cyclc (Poux 2006, p. 1 93) .  

That fact that this enclosurc is fo11i lied should be no surpri sc, sincc rnost of the impmtant 
sacrcd sitcs of the "classic" or "barbarian" civilizations wcre fo1ti licd. Gruiu Dârii necded to bc 
fortilicd for severa! reasons. As onc knows from the general history of rcligions, the sacrcd 
spaces necd to be dclimited from thc profane world and thc acccss to thcrn nccds to bc rcstricted 
(E1iadc 1 986).  A1so, on thc one hand, thc sacrcd arca and the dcposits must not bc profancd by 
animals and the goods donatcd to thc dcitics ncedcd protcction frorn potcntial robbcrs. Evcn in 
thc Dacian world, thc impmtant sanctuarics wcrc cithcr insidc thc forti fi.cd arca or ncxt to thc 
fortrcss walls (Daicoviciu 1 972, p. 204-266; Crişan 1 993, p. 78-1 22; Antonescu 1 984, p. 43-95; 
Sîrbu 2006 i ,  p .  2 1 -62). 

So far, wc havc no proof that, initially, a fortress or fortilied scttlcmcnt was hcrc but that, 
starting at somc point, thc cnclosure was uscd for votive dcposits. Evcn i f  thc varicty of the 
dcposits is highcr in the laycrs frorn the I st c. BC and the mound dcposits from thc 1 st c. AD are 
much more numcrous and "standardizcd", thcrc are no dwcllings from thc initial stage cithcr, 
while the mound complcxcs arc prcscnt from that tirnc. 

We would likc to that thrce-four laycrs with this s011 of mound dcposits from thc 1 st c .  
BC - 1 s t  c.  AD wcrc found (Sîrbu, Matei, Dupoi 2005,  p .  1 5-20, 1 39- 1 4 1 ,  fig. 1 2/2; 1 3) .  

Why was this place choscn? 
As known frorn thc general history of rcl igions, the choicc of a sacrcd site is based on 

both obj ective and subjective factors. In Gruiu Diirii, we could dctcrn1inc only thc objcctive 
charactcristics of the site (dominant topographic location, visibility, conditions favorablc to 
dcfensc etc .) .  The subjective argumcnts are a rnattcr of the cpiphany of somc dcity hcrc, of some 
mcaningful act that happened in thc arca, of thc manifcstation of sorne natural phcnomenon 
(Eliadc 1 986 ; 1 992, p. 2 1 -63), which wc cannot know for lack of writtcn or iconographic 
sources or of oral traditions. Thc uniquc charactcr of thc monument makcs it cvcn more di fli cult 
to undcrstand the mcaning of this place and the rituals that took place hcre, in Gruiu Dării, but, 
pcrhaps, othcr such sites cxistcd clsewherc too. 
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We find necessary to stress that, not so far away (about 1 5km in a straight line), there 
were two important Dacian cult sites that co-existed throughout the I '1 century BC, Pietroasele­
Gruiu Dării and Cârlomăneşti-Cetăţuie (Babeş 1 975,  p. 1 25- 1 39; 1 977, p. 3 1 9-352; Babeş et al. 
2004, p .  76-77; Gugiu 2004, p .  249-25 1 ) . 

The situation can be approached a) geographically - the fact that they take care or  the 
sacred aspect in two different areas, b) in tenns of thc typology of cult sites, in that 
Cârlomăneşti-Cetăţuie was a ccnter or the official religion, whi lc Pietroasele-Gruiu Dării was a 
regional cult center or c) as expressing beliefs and rites dedicated to di tTercnt dcitics. 

Surely, the classification of the cult sitcs can be based on severa! criteria, such as: their 
impo1iance in the Dacian world, topographica l location - insidc or outside other typcs of sitcs, 
the presence or abscnce of tcmples (perhaps a Iso bascd on their typcs), the category or artifacts 
found in them - cult gear, offerings (Conovici, Trohani 1 988,  p. 205-2 1 7  ; Sîrbu 2006 i ,  p. 73-
75 ; 20062, p. 60-62) . 

Based on the role and importance of the sanctuaiies in thc Dacian world, wc can 
distinguish severa! categories of cult sites. 

a) . The pan-Dacian religious centcrs stand out because of the concentrations of va1ious 
types of sanctuaries, meant to impose certain cults favored by thc central politica! and religious 
power and served by a hierarchical clergy, as is  the case in Sannizcgetusa Regia (Daicoviciu 
1 959, p. 379-40 1 ; Daicoviciu et al. 1 959, p. 39 1 -399; Daicoviciu et al. 1 96 1 ,  p.  30 1 -320; 

Daicoviciu 1 972, p. 207-2 1 8, 238-260 ; Crişan 1 993, p .  82-97 ; Glodariu et al. 1 996, p. I 09-
1 30) , Tipia Onnenişului (Glodariu, Costea 1 99 1 ,  p. 2 1 -40; Costea 2006, p. 1 75-208) , Melcia 
and Rudele (Daicoviciu 1 959, p. 3 86-39 1 ;  1 960, p. 3 1 1 -3 1 3 ;  Glodariu 1976, p. 256-25 7; Vulpe 
1 986, p. I O 1 - 1 1 1  ), and, possibly Cârlomăncşti . Almost al! or thcsc discovcries are in thc 
mountains, most of the them are conccntrated in the arca or thc Dacian capital and no relevant 
figurative represcntations, treasurcs or rich offerings wcrc found in thcm. Thc exception, from 
the discoveries madc so far, is Cârlomăneşti-Cetiiţuie, located on an impressive erosion marker 
from the Buzău vallcy whcrc, so far, five tcmplcs havc been found, somc or thcm with and 
expressive zoomorphic and anthropomorphic plastic ait (Babeş 1 977, p. 3 1 9-352 ; Sîrbu, 2006 i ,  
p .  36-39) . 

b) Thc regional rcligious ccntcrs arc reprcsented by enclosures that, bccausc of thcir size 
and the wealth of thc invcntorics found in thcm, could only have been "managcd" by larger 
communities. In Ocniţa, one has found underground chambcrs that point to the pcrfonning of  
rituals and thc depositing, afterwards, of rich and varicd offcrings (Berciu 1 98 1 ,  p. 74- 1 0 1 ) ; i t  is  
a lso in thcm that one found many fragmcnts from massive wal ls  that could have bcen from 
sanctuarics, as also suggcstcd by the pit alignments. The failurc to find sanctuaries in other 
important enclosures, such as Pietroasa Mică-Gruiu Diirii or Măgura Moigradului (Macrea, 
Rusu, Mitrofan 1 962, p. 485-502; M atei, Pop 200 1 ,  p. 253-277) , is merely the resuit of the stage 
of the rescarch or the partial destrnction of the site. The many tireplaces, sometimes 
ornamented, i l lustrate thc impmtant role that fire playcd in the rituals pcrfonned hcre (Trohani 
1 986, p. 66 1 -666; Gugiu 2004, p. 249-257; Gcrgova 2007, p. 1 49- 1 65) . Also, one has found 
zoomorphic and anthropomorphic statuettes and tigurincs or ligurative represcntations in thesc 
sacred enclosures, sometimes skeletons or isolatcd human boncs, a iich and diverse invcntory, 
often consisting of items that are whole or broken on site, sometimes bronze figurative 
representations (Ocniţa) . Such cnclosurcs were found in almost the entirc arca inhabited by the 
Geto-Dacians, but the presence of some notable di iTercnccs bctween them in tenns of the type 
of complexes, cult gear and offcrings suggests eithcr thc cxistencc of belicfs and rituals 
characteristic of just some of the communitics in thc arca or sharcd beliefs expresscd di ilercntly 
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(Sîrbu 2006 1 , p. 35-46). 
c) The cult centcrs of onc or more smal lcr communities, with a local impact, include 

discovcrics with a smallcr numbcr of complexes, with less valuable and diverse artifacts. In  
somc cases, thc rituals werc pcrfonncd on that site, such as in Băneşti (Peneş 200 1 ,  p. 33-34 ; 
2002, p. 5 1  ; 2004, p. 52), but in other cascs, only the offerings wcre dcposited, as the cult acts 
were pcrfonned elsewherc, such as in Zvoriştea (Ignat 1 983 ,  p. 383-409). 

d) Sacrcd areas wcre found in a lmost all of the important Dacian davae (those in which 
ample excavations took place, of course), represcnted, largely, by rectangular sanctuaries with 
apsidcs or simple, circular ones, such as in Brad (Ursachi 1 995 ,  p. 62-69), Popeşti (Vulpe 1 960, 
p. 307-3 1 O;  1 966, p. 27-29), Piscu Crăsani (Conovici 1 994, p. 6 1 -83) or Pecica (Crişan 1 978,  p. 
l 06- 1 08). Usually, thcre was a single sanctuary and the next ones were built on the same spot. 
Most likely, on ce1tain occasions, the membcrs of the communities nearby participatcd in the 
ceremonies .  Onc did not iind valuable figurative rcpresentations in thcsc sanctuaries either. 
Morcovcr, in Răcătău (Căpitanu 1 994, p. 335-343) or Brad, thc outstanding figurative items 
werc not found in the arca with thc sanctuary. H owcvcr, since the items wcre found in pits or the 
layer, it is di rficult to say whethcr thcir position herc is secondary, so wc do not know if they 
wcrc used in the cult. 

Also, votive deposits or thc resuit of ritual acts werc found outside the sanctuary or the 
scttlcments .  

Sometimcs, animal offerings and itcms are discovercd at the edge of lakes, such as in 
Conţcşti (Vulpe, Popescu 1 976, p. 2 1 7-226), othcr times - vcssels deposited in wells, such as in 
Ciolăneştii din Deal (Petrescu-Dâmboviţa, Sanie 1 972, p. 24 1 -258) or various categories of 
items found on islands, such as in Căscioarele-Ostrovel (Marinescu-Bîlcu 1 966, p.  1 1 3- 1 23 ; 
Trohani 2005, p. 22 1 -225).  

Quitc numcrous are also the buricd trcasurcs consisting of wearablc items, the kind wc 
havc in Lupu (Glodaiiu, Moga 1 994, p. 33 -49), of coins and si lvcr items (Horedt 1 973,  p. 1 27-
1 67), whose foaturcs prove wc arc dcal ing with votive deposits; therc are also the deposits of 
iron "looking glasscs", tools and wcapons, such as in Lozna (Teodor, Şadurschi 1 979). 

Thesc discovcrics prove that, bcsidcs a number of types of sanctuaiies that are rather 
widcsprcad, suggesting simi lar deities and rituals, namely the official cult, served by a 
hicrarchical clergy, wc nced to accept a highcr divcrsity of regional beliefs in the Geto-Dacian 
socicty, as provcn more and more by the archacological discovcrics (Sîrbu 2006 i ,  p. 99- 1 02). 

Thc many unknown aspects aside, it is crystal clear that the size and wcalth of the votive 
deposits make Gruiu Dârii an important Dacian sacred center, an impressive temenos, and that 
rcscarching and analyzing thc vcstiges here has substantially enriched aur knowledge of the 
Gcto-Dacians '  spi1itual l i ic .  
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3 4 

5 6 

Fig. 1 .  1 .  Complexes C 1 6, C l  7 ,  C 1 8, C l  9 ;  2 .  C omplex C 1 6; 3 .  Complex C 1 9  (deta i l ) ;  
4 .  Comp l exes  C 1 6  and C 1 9; 5 .  Comp lex C l  7;  6 .  Comp l ex C 1 8  

( after V. Sîrbu ,  S .  Matei ,  V. Dupoi 2005) .  
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Fig.2.  Complexes C25  ( 1 ), C28  (2), C80  (3), C86 (4), C47 (5) ,  C75  (6-8) 
(after V. Sîrbu, S .  Matei, V. Dupoi 2005) .  
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Y S 1 4 , C 1 9 and C 1 6  - Southwestern profi le - 2004 
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5 

7 

Fig. 5 .  Aspects of the western ( 1 -4 ) , northem walls, of S 1 O ( 5 -6) and S 1 2  (7-8) 
(after V. Sîrbu, S .  Matei, V. Dupoi 2005).  
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3 4 

5 6 
Fig. 6. Enclosure aspect of the excavation ( 1 )  and Surfaces S 1 2  (2), S l  l (3), S 1 4  (4), S 1 5  (5), 
S20 (6) (after V. Sîrbu, S .  Matei, V. Dupoi 2005). 
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Fig. 7. Surface S l l .  Complexes C 1 4, C2 1 ,  C23 , C26, C28 and C42 
(after V. Sîrbu, S. Matei, V. Dupoi 2005). 
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Fig. 8 .  Complex C45, during different phases of the excavations 
(after V. Sîrbu, S. Matei, V. Dupoi 2005) .  
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1 2 4 

Fig.  1 2 . Items from C omplex no. 2A (after V. Sîrbu ,  S .  Matei ,  V. Dupoi 2005) .  
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Fig. 1 7 . Terasse no. 1 .  l a-c Complex no. 20 1 ;  2a-c Compex no. 206. 
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SACRED DACIAN LANDSCAPES 

(2"d CENTURY BC - l st CENTURY AD). 
SEARCHING FOR A THEORETICAL MODEL 

Valeriu Sirbu (Brăila - Romania), Dan Ştefan, Magdalena Duţescu (Bucharest - Romania) 

Key words:  sacrcd cnclosurcs, dcposits, tcmplcs, landscapc, Dacian 
Abstract: Thc authors proposc and analyzc, in a complcmcntary manner, a model or 

ancicnt perccption of thc sacrcd landscapc during classical Dacian pc1iod, by classical 
archacological mcans and trough spatia) analyscs . A site isundcrstood as an asscmblagc betwccn 
thc archacological rcmains and thcir host cnvironmcnt. 

Thc prcsent study cxplores a possiblc cultural model or usc and organization of thc 
public sacrcd spacc in the late Dacian period (211d ccntury BC - r1 ccntury AD).Thc basis for 
thesc hypothescs will bc rcprcscntcd by complex analyscs or thc rclationships cstablishcd 
bctwccn possibly sacrcd Dacian sitcs and thcir cnvironmcnt. Wc will aim at thc idcntiiication 
and rcmodcling of human past expcricnccs or pcrcciving sacrcd spaccs and sacrcd landscapc, as 
aspccts that may cnrich the archacological in forniation obtaincd through classical mcthodology. 

Since wc will investigate only a fcw particular aspccts of sacrcd sitcs from thc classical 
Dacian period, wc will refer hcrc ncithcr to thcir analysis and classi fi cation nor to thc general 
problems connectcd to thc choicc of a sacrcd place in othcr cultural arcas. For thc issuc of 
sacred places selcction and classi iication in othcr culturcs, wc namc contributions or  authors likc 
L.  Lcvy-Bruhl ( 1 935), M. Eliade ( 1 992) or thc studics publishcd as resuit to thcmatic col loquia 
( Gifts to the Gods 1 987). Also for thc subjcct rcgarding thc issuc or cult placcs and Dacian 
tcmples wc mcntion H. Daicoviciu ( I  972, p.  204-220), D. Antonescu ( 1 984), Al. Vulpe ( 1 986, 
p. 1 O 1 - 1 1 1  ) ,  N. Conovici and G. Trohani ( 1 988 ,  p. 205-2 1 7), I . H .  Crişan ( 1 993,  p. 78- 1 22), S. 
Sanie ( 1 995) and V. Sîrbu ( 1 993;  1 995,  p.  3 1 4-329; 20062, p. 2 1 -86). 

Wc arc putting forward a proposal for an alternative invcstigation of thc past, intcndcd to 
cnrich thc c lassical archacology pcrccption through thc cxploration or a ncw set or qucstions and 
answcrs. Wc state that thc archaeological cxcavation is not thc only rncthod for cxamining and 
rcconstructing thc past as new tcchnologics and rncthods may add distinct valuc to thc 
knowlcdgc in this fie Id. In fact, in tcnns of mcthodology, wc wi ll compare a set of conclusions 
obtaincd through archacological mcans with intcrprctations suggcstcd by spatia) analyscs, 
undcrlying thc similaiitics and thc di tTcrcnccs. 

For this study wc will consider four or thc mast important Dacian sitcs, situatcd in high 
locations, in diffcrcnt arcas with pa1ticular landscapc: Pietroasa Mică-Gruiu Dării, Buzău 
County (Dupoi, Sîrbu 200 1 ;  Sîrbu 2004, p. 1 83-2 1 4; Sîrbu, Matei, Dupoi 2005), Ocniţa, Vâlcea 
County (Bcrciu 1 98 I ;  Bcrciu, Iosifaru, Diaconescu 1 993,  p. 1 49- 1 56), Moigrad-Mcigura 
Moigradului, Sălaj County (Macrca, Russu, Mitrofan 1 962, p.  485-502; Matei ,  Pop 200 1 ,  p.  
253-277) and Augustin-Tipia Ormenişului, Braşov County (Costea 2006, p. 1 75-208), al l  of the 
monumcnts dated between 1 50 BC - 1 06 AD. 

1 83 

https://biblioteca-digitala.ro



Wc will analyzc i r  and in what way the four sites follow a pattem and cstabl ish, at the 
samc time, their distinctivcness as complex landscapes uscd by humans and as sources for ritual 
bchaviors. Thc intcgration of monumcnts, arti facts and rituals into a greater geographical scale 
may i l lustratc a largcr context in which thc rclations bctwcen communities bccome visible. 

The Dacian communitics gencrally prefened as cult sites locations with particular 
fcatures: high impressive hilly or mountain massifs, considerably highcr than the sunounding 
relief� difficult to cl imb, gcncrating a great visual impact, sometimes located nearby natural 
strategic rcsourccs (salt, imn). 

The monument assemblage from Augustin-Tipia Ormenişului was regarded as a sacred 
Dacian centcr; similar to thc political and religious capital of Sannizegetusa Regia (Glodariu et 
al. 1 996, p. 1 09- 1 30) ,  but thc other thrce mentioncd sites (Moigrad-Măgura Moigradului, 
Ocniţa and Pietroasa Mică-Gruiu Dării) wcrc initially considered settlements, fortresses or 
necropoliscs. Latcr invcstigations or reconsidcrations of  oldcr excavations i l lustrated a variety of 
cultic mani festations, cithcr as cult structures or  as invcntory, thereforc claiming that in these 
places humans perfonncd depositional activitics with cc11ain intentionality (Sîrbu 1 995, p. 3 1 4-
329; 2004, p. 1 83-2 1 4; 2006, p. 2 1 -86). Thc lack of dwelling complcxcs or othcr typical 
anncxcs for a dwel ling may indicate the diffcrent f'unctionality of thesc sites .  

Thc development of our reasoning, prescnted in this study and the resulted final 
considcrations had as main grounds the following dccisions of interpreting the archaeological 
discoverics from thc sitcs in qucstion. 

I .  The largc cdificcs with a circular plan or rectangular plan with an apsidal room or 
rectangular plan with alignments of basis for columns werc interprctcd as public cult edifices or 
tcmples. A similar intcrprctation for this typc of cdificcs comcs from H .  Daicoviciu ( 1 972, p. 
204-220), D. Antonescu ( 1 984), Al. Vulpe ( 1 986, p .  1 0 1 - 1 1 1 ), N. Conovici and G .  Trohani 
( 1 988,  p. 205-2 1 7), I .  H. Crişan ( 1 993,  p. 78- 1 22), S. Sanie ( 1 995), V. Sîrbu ( 1 993 ;  1 995,  p. 
3 1 4-329; 20062, p. 2 1 -86) and FI .  Costea (2006). 

2. The asscmblagcs of itcms depositcd in closed contexts (pits, mounds, underground 
chambers) il lustrating a positivc sclcction of the invcntorics, following a certain pattem in 
inventory selection, aspect and spacc distribution, usually associated in groups of complexcs of 
the same type, which cannot bc considercd dwcl lings, regular gravcs or isolated hoards, were 
intcrprctcd by us as intcntional dcposits for various possiblc purposes, most l ikely with votive 
intcntions, in our opinion (Dupoi ,  Sîrbu 200 1 ;  Sîrbu 2004; Sîrbu, Matei, Dupoi 2005; Sîrbu 
2006 1 ;  Sîrbu 20062) 

3 .  The archaeological sites, which consistcd, mainly, cither of groups of intentional ly 
made deposits (pits, mounds, underground chambers) or of assemblages of severa] cult edifices, 
were intcrprcted as sacred places (Sîrbu 2006 1 ;  Sîrbu 20062. p. 48-62) . 

During pai1icular spatial analyscs pcrfonncd in time ovcr these sitcs (Sîrbu, Ştefan 2004; 
Ştefan, Duţescu 2005; 2006), ccrtain similaritics regarding the environment charactcristic to 
sacred placcs and rclations with thc contemporaneous sites located in the surroundings, became 
understandable for a reasonably large arca. 

Thcrcfore, wc had thc premises to stai1 an investigation for the purpose of validating or 
rejecting thc existcnce of a cultural model regarding the sacred natural space, which might 
generate a common cultural behavior. 

Historical premises 
Some writtcn sources suggcst thc cxistencc of an important Dacian centre at 

Sannizegetusa Regia (Ptolemaios I I I ,  8,  4). Archaeologically, this centre was identified with 
Grădiştea de Munte, in the Orăştici Mountains, whcrc the first sanctuaries can be dated back to 
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thc I st century BC. The site was considcrcd thc capital of the Dacian state, connected with cultic, 
social, and politica! e lite, which initiatcd a process or centralization or the Dacian communities 
(Daicoviciu 1 972, p. 1 38- 1 39, 207-2 1 O; C1işan 1 993-I I ,  p. 8 1 -97; Glodariu et al. 1 996, p. 83-
1 40;  Sîrbu 2006 i ,  p.  25-27; 20062, p.  33-35) .  

Imp011ant changes in various ficlds or  the spiritual l ifc became noticeable starting with 
thc middlc of thc sccond century BC, with a relative homogeneous character. They appear in the 
entire spacc inhabitcd by the Dacian comrnunities: the disappearance of regular graves, the 
building o f largc ternplcs (apsidal edificcs or with alignrnents or colunms), the increased number 
of deposits of si lvcr coins and othcr si lvcr itcms, the intensification of human sacrifices and use 
of figurative rcprcscntations on rnctals or ceramic (Sîrbu 1 993, p. 1 27- 1 28 ;  20062, p. 1 63 - 1 65) .  

One rnay consider such a large-scale proccss characterized by the appearance of simi lar 
typcs of tcmplcs and official patterns of cultic manifCstations in an extended space, as linked to 
a cc11ain rcligious authmity associatcd with thc politica! power. 

In this context, wc notice that severa! sitcs bclonging to the same period, obviously 
excrnpli fy a di ffcrcnt fonn of cultic mani fcstation, di iTcrent in comparison with the official 
model rcprcscntcd by thc pan Dacian ccntcrs from Sannizegetusa Regia (Glodariu et al. 1 996, 
p. I 09- 1 30) and Augustin - Tipia Ormenişului (Costea 2006, p. 1 75-208). This reality may raise 
qucstions about politica! and social diffcrcnccs, about conflict and competition inside the Dacian 
communitics, or cvcn about ccrtain regional authority . Among these distinct centers (regional), 
wc wi ll analyze Moigrad-Măgura Moigradului, Ocniţa and Pietroasa M ică-Gruiu Dârii. 

Landscape Archaeology 
W e consider thc environmcnt to be an essential and integrating element which contains 

(possibly detennincs) the material aspects of human activities and beliefs which is why it i s  
mandatmy that one take i t  into consideration in a complete deiinition of a site (regardless of  its 
type). Usually defincd as landscape (Si lva, Pizziolo, 2005; Lock 2003, p. 1 64, Bender 1 993) this 
kind of spacc, associatcs to natural clements a cognitive value resulted from perccptions and 
idcntity structurcs, always various and dynamic, gcncrating a multitude of circumstances. 
Thcrcforc, through pcrniancnt transfonnation of nature by humans into landscape and its 
valorization in a cultural way, thc spacc becomcs thc objcct of study not only for geographers 
but also for archaeologists and anthropologists. 

The rclativcly recent phenomenon of giving a spatial dimcnsion to the archaeological 
thought, combincd with p1imary classical invcstigation mcthods used in archaeology may offer 
alternative solutions to common questions such as: Which were the reasons that led a certain 
community to choose a distinct place when raising a settlement, fortress or sacred place? Which 
1rns the visualZv observed a rea from a certain point in the land? ln 1vhat way are these aspects 
significant in the definition of relations. which govern communities or groups of communities? 
Jn it·hat 1my particular communities integrate the landscape in the assembZv of a sacred place? 
May one state a model of choosing, use and organizing the environment in relation to the 
character of the structures and archaeological contexts identified ins ide? 

Using the a lready traditional instrumcnts and mcthods of landscape archaeology, we wil l  
hy to cxplore the cultural dimension of the environment and propose land usc models regarding 
speci fic elements . A proper rciining or the conc lusions will be possible only through the 
intcgration and cvaluation or the archacological analyses, offe1ing a larger comparative 
perspective. Thc main critique made against the spatial analytical tools is in regard to the 
diiliculty expericnccd in working with non-quantitative data and the failure of representing 
individual perspcctives thorough simple maps (Peterson 1 998;  Til ley 1 994). We acknowledge 
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thc diachronic state of the proccss of rcgaining thc spatia! pcrccption . Wc rccognizc that thc data 
used for intcITogations is selectcd and defincd by rcscarchcrs and may bc subjcctivc. 

Spatia) analyses and methods1 

The relief modcls, in which onc analyzes possiblc acccss routcs bctwcen diffcrcnt points 
locatcd in thc land, make usc of a paiticular typc of analysis called Slope Ana�vsis (Fig.4. 1 . ;  
5.2 . ;  8.4.; 14.3). Thc relief areas with a mild slope arc rcprcscnted with light color and thc stecp 
slopcs with a dark color. Thc impmtant acccss roads follow, in the idea of cffort diminution, 
routcs with soft relief transitions .  This way, routcs that arc longer, but !css bumpy, might bc 
pre iCITcd, a l lowing thc circulation, for cxamplc, of chariots with mcrchandisc and supplics. 

Thc Visual Analysis (Fig.4.2. ; 14.1 .) is  onc of thc spatia !  invcstigations, which most 
implies thc idea of a personal pcrception of spacc (Ga!Tncy, Stancic 1 99 1 ;  Madry, Rakos 1 996; 
van Lcuscn 2004) Elcvation calculus takcs away from thc visually obscrvcd arca thc rcgions 
obstructcd by highcr relief locatcd in sight. Thc resuit is a map, which rcprcscnts thc 
suITounding tcITitmy of a site visual ly obscrvablc and casy to control .  Why is this !'act valuablc? 
The visiblc spatia !  clements, natural or human madc, furnish a human uni verse with significancc 
and internai  logic, possiblc intcrconncctcd. On onc sidc, wc investigate thc visual impact of thc 
sitcs in thc suITounding tcITitory and on thc othcr side, thc areas locatcd in its direct controllcd 
pcrimctcr. 

In thc dynamic rclation establishcd bctwccn man and cnvironmcnt, altitudc changcs, thc 
prescncc of natural obstaclcs, watercourscs, pcnnancntly condition thc human communitics to 
adjust. Even thc circulation bctwcen two points locatcd insidc a real gcographical spacc, wil l  bc 
inf1ucnccd by this .  That is why thc quantification of thc cffort consumcd for a movcment in 
spacc bccomcs impmtant in order to rcconstruct ancicnt circulation routcs and to cstabl ish which 
of thc natural rcsources locatcd closcr or more far away could bc actually uscd and in what way 
pcoplc in thc past could cxchangc gi fts and mcrchandisc (Kvammc 1 999; Gaffocy, Stancic, 
Watson 1 995 ; Madry, Rakos 1 996; Bintl iff 1 984). Least Cost Swface Analysis proposcd us, 
according to c ffmt and timc consumcd whcn crossing thc relief, di fTcrcnt spatia! matrixcs 
around thc site as tcnitmics with possiblc diffcrcnt usagc for thc comrnunity travcling Crom or to 
the site. 

Augustin- Tipia Ormenişului, Braşov County. This site is rcmarkablc, locatcd on top of a 
quitc inaccessiblc mountain, cnjoying a dominant position in thc 1ivcr Olt Pass (Fig.2. 1 .), 
clcvatcd with more than 200m abovc thc smrnunding lands (absolute clcvation 755 .9111); the 
surrounding arca was intcnscly inhabitcd, as thc site was includcd in an asscmblagc of civil 
scttlcmcnts and fortrcsscs (Fig.4). 

Tipia Ormenişului is  a massif composcd of volcanic and scdimcntary rocks with stccp 
slopcs, somctimcs almost vc1tical ;  thc acccss was possiblc only on thc Southcrn sidc. It consists 
from an uppcr platcau, with an oval clongatcd shapc, and a total surfacc of 35001112 and six main 
tcITaccs (Fig.3 . 1 .) all locatcd on thc Southcrn sidc (Glodariu, Costea 1 99 1 ,  p .  2 1 -40; Costea 
2002, p. 26-4 1 ;  Costea 2006) . 

On the tcITaccs, it was only until thc middlc of thc first ccntury BC that the site 
functioncd as a scttlcment with numcrous dwcll ings (Costea 2006, p . 1 69- 1 72). At somc point, 
aftcr the middlc of thc I st ccntu1y BC, largc-scalc activitics of reorganizing thc spacc took place 
herc: a levcling with rock pavement of thc prcvious strnctures, thc crection on thc platcau of a 
suITounding stoncwall on the Eastcrn, Southcrn and Western side (thc Nmthcrn slope is a 

1 For a more detailed presentation of spatia( archaeology methods used and adaptcd by us and presentation of 
associated objectives, as wel l  as a more complete bibliography sec Ştefan, Duţescu 2005 ; 2006 
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vertical abyss), thc construction of severa! tcrraces strcngthcncd with supporting wal ls, thc 
disappearancc of dwell ings, the erection of severa! large cult edifices, sometimcs (in thc 
Northwestcm part of the platcau) multiply ovcrlappcd (a succession of threc edifices) . 

The cult edifices erected on Tipia Ormenişului werc datcd atlcr thc stratigraphic 
sequcnce and types of ceramic as beginning in thc sccond half of thc second century BC until 
the Roman conqucst (Costea 2006, p.296). 

Bccausc thc cult cdificcs from Tipia Ormenişului wcre rccently publishcd (Costea 2006) 
and a scrics of data are also present in this volume, in a study signcd by FI. Costea, A. Bălos, L. 
Savu, we wil l  not dctail thcm, but only mcntion severa! cssential  aspccts, as neccssary in our 
invcstigation. 

On thc Eastcm sidc of thc plateau, the archaeologists discovered a large rectangular 
bui lding surrounded by an apsidal structure and a towcr and, on thc Central-Western sidc, 
occupying two thirds of thc plateau, severa! cult cdi ficcs, circular and rectangular, with 
alignrncnts of colurnns (Fig.3.1 .) .  

Eight cult cdificcs (Fig.2.2.;  3 . 1 .) were discovcrcd on Tipia Ormenişului, four of which 
werc rectangular with columns alignmcnts, two wcrc madc out of limcstonc and two of volcanic 
rock, thrce were circular (two of which had a complex plan). Scvcn of these tcmplcs wcre 
discovcred insidc thc plateau walls, intra muros, and onc of thern on thc third tcrracc. One may 
noticc in the North western side of the plateau the succcssion of thrce cult edificcs. 

Wc mcntion a rectangular building with alignments of foundations for columns rnadc out 
of limcstonc, 01icntatcd North-South and another onc with alignmcnts of foundations for 
columns madc out of volcanic rock, orientated Northwcst-Southeast, both locatcd on thc platcau 
and having two phascs of construction and utilization. Thc invcntory found insidc consists of 
fcw fragmcnts of ceramic vessels and few iron iterns. 

On thc third tc1nce thcre was a structurc madc (Fig.3 . 1 .) out of: a) an exterior circular 
ring (diameter 1 9 .20- 1 9 .30m, constructed frorn limestonc and volcanic rock slabs, poorly 
polished; b) an intcnncdiary ring ( diamctcr 1 6 .50- 1 6.60m) locatcd approximatcly I m  towards 
thc interior, polygon-shaped, with 36 sidcs of approximatc ly 3 . 50m cach, rnadc oul of whitc 
polished l imestone b locks; powerfol traccs of bumt wood and coal found nearby suggcst thc 
fonner existcncc of a woodcn elcvation; c) a rectangular structure with the apse oricntatcd 
NNW, locatcd in thc middle of the rings, but not quitc in thc centre, with two rooms and two 
cntrances. A bumt wooden beam was discovercd lying ncar thc intcnnediate wall .  Eightccn 
large imn nai ls  shapcd likc a swan head wcrc stuck in it; thcy served pcrhaps for hanging thc 
off crings . Thc post hal ls, thc compact arcas with bumt clay walls, the bumt wood bcams attest 
the cxistcncc of a building with wood and clay walls. The inventory consistcd in fragmcnts of 
ceramic vesscls, which could not bc put togethcr, among which wc namc the largc vcsscls 
without a bottom, thcn thc nails, a door ai1iculation and a broche. 

All of thc rectangular buildings and all thc tc1Taces arc oricntated NNW-SSE (Fig.3 .1 .) ,  
which could indicate a large-scale plan for reshaping thc mountain, according to pm1icular 
behavioral patterns. Monumental stane stairs and pavcd platfonns completcd thc site ' s  
imprcssive architccture. 

In the case of this site, wc observcd how thc same spacc rcceivcd completcly di ffcrcnt 
significations, in rclation with thc identity of thc group that uscd it and related to it. This spacc is 
succcssivcly associated with practicai fcaturcs, and thcn includcd in the sacred sphcrc. l ts 
fcatures, valucd initially for living, wcrc later rcshapcd for rcligious purposcs. 

The relief fonnation on top of which the monument asscmbly was found is dominant in 
thc surrounding landscape, a real visual marker for thc communitics living in thc arca of the Olt 
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valley. This perception induccs powcrful feclings. The access is special  constructed, following 
the relief. There are no water sourccs insidc the walls. 

The location offers large visibi lity and control over the Olt valley (Fig.4.2.), towards 
Racoş, thc Valley of Raci and the Baraolt vallcy. The site was integrated in a network of 
contemporaneous sites and communication routes, a l l  visually interconnected (Fig.4). The relief 
is  strongly human shapcd - terraces sustained by supporting walls, access stairs. We note the 
idea of delimitation, spatia I partitioning as the massir  is delimited natural ly by waters, and the 
plateau is surrounded on three sides by a wall .  

Obscrvers located on the platcau could see the Dcpression of Baraolt, the Olt valley, the 
vallcy or Raci, the ridge mute towards the Black Hill, the Cornu Hill and Tipia Racoşului. The 
only slope of the massif an observer on thc platcau could not visually control ,  namely the 
Western slopc, may be neverthcless completely visually controlled from the fortress of Piatra 
Detunată. Thc visibi lity arca of thc Piatra Detunată fortress concentrates along the defile 
(Fig.4. 1 .) .  J t  a lso controls a part or  the hcight mute towards thc Black !fiii. We underline the 
shared visibi lity between the main sites in thc rcgion Tipia Ormenişului. Piatra Detunată, Cornu 
flii!. 

In thcse analyses, we did not rcgard the potential  obstacles represented by past forest 
vegetation; in addition, the height calculated for the virtual observers did not consider their 
possiblc location on top of high buildings or walls elevatcd above the ground levei .  

The stope analyses pcrfonncd for the site of Tipia Ormenişului and for the relief on the 
lcft sidc of the river Olt, suggest that thc most probable routes for accessing the site used the 
ridgcs from the direction of thc Black flii! and Augustin Valley (Fig.4.1 .) .  These suggestions are 
backcd by thc rcsults or thc visibi lity analysis ,  in which these particular heights are observable 
for someonc insidc thc site. Wc may speculate on thc cxistence of another fortress visible from 
Tipia Ormenişului, located somcwhere towards the Augustin Val ley, meant to supervise the 
sccond part of thcsc ridgc routcs which dcsccnt into the larger Olt Val ley. 

Ir wc rcgard the large numbcr or cult structures (Fig.2 .1 . , 3 . 1 .), the typological variety 
and the monumcntality of thc edificcs, we may consider Tipia Ormenişului one of the Sacred 
Mountain or the Dacians (Sîrbu 2006 1 , p. 33 -80; 20062, p. 27-29). 

:\1oigrad-Măgura Moigradului (Sălaj County). The enclosure is  located on top of a 
platcau, oval in shape, with a scvcn hcctares surface and elevated more than 200 meters above 
thc surrounding vallcys . The imposing massivc is  probably thc resuit of a volcanic activity 
(Fig.5. 1 .) .  

The cxcavations represcnt less than six perccnt of the total surface (3700 m2) (Fig.7.2) . 
Ncvertheless, the interpretations of thc archacological remains dating back to the 2nd century BC 
- 1 st century AD i s  sti l l  a mattcr or  scientific debate (Macrea, Rusu, Mitro fan 1 962, p .  485-502; 
Matei, Pop 200 1 ,  p. 253-277; Sîrbu 1 994, p .  39-59). 

In the beginning, the archacological fcaturcs discovered here were described as 
incineration graves in cylindrical pits, but anthropological analyses showed that this was not a 
statement that could bc backed up. 

Latcly, thc discovery of a few dwel lings and fortification structures was used for 
supporting the idea that the site functioned initially, in the I st  century, BC as a sacred enclosure 
and then, in the 1 s t  century AD, as a fortification. 

In our opinion, the topographic situation and the assembly of discoveries indicate that a 
sacred enclosure functioned at Moigrad, givcn the plateau with steep slopes (Fig. 7.1 )  and the 
fact that the lack of water sources did not secure proper living conditions. 
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The 200 pits (Fig.9. 1 ;  9.3.) discovercd unti l now may support our statement - they show 
obvious ritual fcaturcs ( dcposits of itcms - Fig.9.2, traces of fire, animal bones, and rarely 
human bones). ln addition, wc should consider the discovery of many isolated fireplaces (almost 
30) and agglomcrations of matcrials depositcd on soi i .  Sometimes all the three types of 
complcxcs wcrc ovcrlapped. Thc severa! dwcllings are rather small and located on the edge of  
the plateau. Thcy date back to thc 1 st ccntu1y AD. This fact cannot change the sacred character 
of thc site as the cult practitioncrs must have livcd somcwhere. 

The forti fi cation is rather small and could bc a delimitation of the plateau as this type of 
structurc (ditch with vallum) (Fig. 8.2. ; 8.3.)  was not in use at that date - 1 51 century AD in the 
Dacian fortresscs - surroundcd with stonewalls and with smaller surfaces (Glodariu 1 983 ,  p .  75-
1 2  l ). 

The topographical rcprcscntation of thc site i l lustrates its dominant position in the region 
(Fig.8. 1 ;  8.4.), thc hard acccss on top and thc stccpness of its s lopes. The site induces an 
ovcrwhelming visual impact, given it stands 200111 above the surroundings val leys and i s  
isolatcd from thc surroundings. Thc upper platcau is oricntatcd NNE-SSW ( Fig.7.2 .) and i s ,  in 
fact, not ilat, which could indicate ancicnt tcrracing works. Thc visual analysis calculated for a 
1 5  kilomctcrs rangc indicatcs a rathcr regional statute for the site, as the main circulation route 
in the arca is not visible from Moigrad, but another one is, a sccondary circuit that links it with 
thc main one. 

Ocniţa (Ocnele Ma1i - Vâlcea County). The prospcrity of the local communities (rich 
invcntory, roman imp011s) was bascd on vc1y rich salt resourccs located a l l  a long the area 
(Bcrciu 1 98 1  ) . 

Two f011rcsscs built on a hil l  shaped as half a circle (Fig.6.1 ;  6.2 . ;  1 0), were probably 
mcant to protcct thcsc vcry important salt resources and control thc local trade. The same massif 
is  a lso the location for an arca with votive deposits and a largc settlcment at the bottom. Al i  thc 
sitcs are from thc pc1iod bctwccn the 2nd century BC - the cnd of the I st ccntury AD. 

Thc site included a superior platcau (Fig. 1 1 )  and scvcn tcrraccs, arranged as stairs, and 
oricntcd Wcst North-West-East-South-East (Fig. 10.1 .) .  Underground chambers and pcrhaps 
hundrcds of pits wcrc discovcrcd hcrc. To thcsc wc may add scvcn l ittle dwel lings. The 
acropolis and thc first three terraces wcre f011i ficd, but the general fortification systcm is now 
rathcr di fficult to dcciphcr as thcrc is no plan of thc excavations and thc earth collapsed in those 
arcas. 

Locatcd on thc superior platcau, insidc a rectangular arca l 7x 1 5111, delimited with a 
ditch, thcrc wcrc thrcc underground chambers (Fig.1 1 )  (all containing a very special inventory 
rcsultcd from intcntionally made ritual activities) and traces of edi iices destroyed by powerful  
fircs suggcsting a prcvious existencc of temples. 

Underground chamber numbcr two is oval in shapc (dcpth=2 .40m, diameter=4. 
00x3 .40m) . l t  was dug into the stane thcrc. lt containcd an extremcly rich inventory :  dozens of 
wholc ceramic vesscls, among which wc may mcntion the painted vessels and thc rush light 
cups, and dozens of fragments of pottery, scvcn anthropomorphic clay figurines, a roman sword 
(gladius) with scabbard, an anowhead, a spearhcad, a curved dagger (sica), knives, different 
othcr iron items, fivc bronze iibulae, two roman denari from Augustus, fragments from vessels 
with Grcek inscriptions mcntioning a potte1y workshop belonging to a local basileus. 

From underground chambcr number thrce, among numerous vesscls and metal itcms, we 
would like to draw attention to thc prcscncc of a bronze human mask, carcfully laid down near 
the wal l .  
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On the fi ith terrace (Fig.1 2.2; 1 2.3), the archaeologists found, disposed on the both sides 
of an alley, 1 26 pits, which contained various inventory items, large pieces of bumt clay walls, 
animal bones, ceramic vesscls and fragments of ceramic vesscls .  In pit 1 05 (Fig. 12. 1 .) ,  dated to 
1 st century BC, one found, among other materials, 25 entire ceramic vessels, a whetstone, an 
iron fibula, an iron shield umbo, half of a dagger scabbard made out of iron and an iron plate 
(Berciu, Iosifaru, Diaconescu 1 993, p. 1 49- 1 56) .  The ceramic vessels were carefully laid down 
in particular positions; the set included 1 2  rush light cups, 1 2  j ars and a porringer, all hand 
made. I f  wc think about the deposit as being carefully arranged and about the positioning of the 
pit in a fi led of pits, we can state that this was a ritual deposit. 

In Ocniţa, one found relatively numerous figurative representations, including the 
aforementioned bronze mask, two medallions and a semicircular item, all made out of bronze, 
and clay anthropomorphic figurines; one aspect worth noticing is the significant number and 
variety of ceramic vessels, weapons, tools, coins and adomments deposited as offerings (Berciu 
1 98 1  ) . 

Pietroasa Mică-Gruiu Dării (Buzău County) . The site from Pietroasa Mică-Gruiu Dării 
is located in the micro region of the Istiita Hil l  - part of the hil ly massifs that borders the Curve 
Carpathians in the South, ensuring the transition towards the lower levels of the Buzău Valley. 
Therefore, a distinct feature of this region remains the abrupt and cicar elcvation difference (30-
60m) betwecn thc last sub-Carpathian hil ls and the plain below. This provides the sites located 
in this rcgion with very good strategic locations in relation with the plain. The l striţa massif i s  
delimited by the Valley of Nişcov to  the North, the Val ley of Sărata to the East and the Val ley 
of Buzău to the South. The total surface is approximately 200km2 and maxim clevation 749m. 
There are salt resources nearby. 

The site from Guiu Di/rii is part of an impressive landscape (Fig.5.2 .), with a powerful 
impact on the observer. The site stands on top of a rocky plateau, elcvated at 534m above the 
plain, surrounded by higher hil ls ,  like in an amphitheatrc. The site enjoys a spectacular view 
towards the plain bclow (Fig.14.1 .) .  This visibi lity is obviously a sharcd perception, as the site is  
observable from the plane, as a genuine landscape marker. 

Al i the perfonned spatia !  analyses emphasized the importance of this relation between 
the site and the plain. The shortest road used to access the site was coming from the plain on the 
Valley of Dara (Fig.14.2). The mast accessible territorics around the site, which implied 
minimal cffort in passing through the relief, were the southem tenaces, which descended into 
the plain and the fields located at the foothill of  the site (as the CSA i l lustrates) . The site is at the 
confluence of three main passing corridors (Fig.14.3), located mainly on peaks and ridges, 
which interconnect the large valleys that surround the Istriţa massif, alsa impmiant 
communication routes in the region . 

Thc plateau was enclosed with a stane wall (Fig. 13 . 1 . ;  15. 1 .) .  Paiis of walls are 
nowadays visible only in the Western and Northem parts of the enclosure, from which only a 
surface of 2500m2 sti l l  stands today, as the Eastem and Southem edges were destroyed by a 
modem limestone quarry (Fig. 13.1 ) .  The surrounding wall , 2 .00-2.20m wide, consists of two 
faces of polished l imestone ti les (parament) and of emplecton (Dupoi, Sîrbu 200 1 ;  Sîrbu 20043, 
p .  1 83-2 1 3 ; Sîrbu, Matei, Dupoi 2005) .  Considering the preserved remains, mainly the 
foundation, this wall did not seem to posses the necessary features of a fmiification, i ts function 
being, perhaps, that of del imiting the sacred space and of impressing the participants to the 
ceremomcs. 

In the a lmost 1 200 m2 excavated until now in different areas of the enclosure, only three 
types of complexes were registered (Fig.13.2 .)  for the period between 1 st century BC -
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1 st centul)' AD: a) mound-likc dcposits (Fig.1 5.2 ; 15.3.), the majority with a stonc ring at thc 
bottom and fircplaccs discovercd in situ or deposited in secondat)' positions;  b) isolatcd 
fireplaces and c) pits. Betwccn 200 1 -2007 atone, in ovcr 300 excavated square mcters inside the 
cnclosurc and on the First îcITace, the archaeologists found 1 1 1  complcxcs: 70 mound-likc 
deposits, 1 4  isolated fircplaccs and 1 5  pits. To thesc, one may add 1 2  complexcs with unknown 
functionality. The cxcavations carried out on the First Terrace (2006-2007) dcmonstratcd that 
thesc types of votive dcposits cxistcd not only insidc thc cnclosure, but also outside the walls; 
one must also vcri iy the archacological situation on the other existing tcITaces that bordcr thc 
uppcr platcau to thc South and Wcst, dcsccnding as stairs towards thc plain. 

Among thc discovercd complexes, neithcr in situ dwcllings, ncither workshops nor house 
anncxcs wcrc found. The majority or complcxes arc reprcscnted by mound-likc dcposits with 
stonc rings at thc bottom (Fig.1 5.2.), oval or circular in shapc, somctimcs with fircplaces in situ 
found insidc, or just sccondary dcposited, containing burnt pieccs or clay walls, animal bones 
and other itcrns composing rich invcntorics. Thc rings had various diamcters (0.40- 1 . 80111) and a 
prcservcd hcight or 0.20-0 .50111. 

Along thc 1 st ccntury BC- 1 si ccntury AD period, thrcc or faur archacological laycrs with 
this typc or  asscrnblagcs wcre cxcavated. Somc dcposits, as for cxamplc C 1 6  and C 1 9  had the 
aspect of altars , as thcy wcre massive stone constructions considcrably clcvatcd abovc thc soi i ;  
the burnt fircplaccs on  top or thcm could have been conncctcd with some 1ituals .  

Thc discovercd invcntory includes a largc varicty of items; some dcpositcd cntirc, othcr 
wcrc just rragmcnts (Fig. 16) :  ceramic vesscls (almost the entire set of Dacian rccipicnts), tools 
and utcnsi ls, wcapons and hamcss itcms, adomments and drcss acccss01ics, coins, zoomorphic 
and anthropomorphic !igurines . Wc must notice the cxtremely rare prcscnce or agrarian tools or 
or tools for wood and stane works, thc imprcssive numbcr or knivcs, itcms connccted with 
weaving (spindle whorls and clay weights), adornments and dress acccss01ics. Entirc or 
fragmentat)' Hcl lenistic-Roman typc grinders wcrc found insidc thc deposits or as components 
or thc stonc rings. 

Thc abscnce of dwellings may indicate that this site was not a fortiiicd scttlcment. Thc 
distiibution of the discoverics, which occupicd thc cntirc suriacc, did not offcr in fact, any rree 
space for othcr types or complcxcs. Qf COUrSC, thc diSCOVCI)' or SOmC dwcl Jings rcmains a 
probability as thc practitioncrs and guardians o r thc cnclosurcs must havc livcd somcwherc. Thc 
existcncc or  cult edifices also rcmains a possibi lity. 

Thc analysis or thc clcments found insidc thc mound likc deposits suggcstcd the fact that 
thcy containcd burnt parts or dwcll ings and thcir inventOI)', preccded by a ce1tain selection, as 
somc catcg01ics or  items werc totally absent and others appcared rrcquently. 

Wc must al so undcrlinc the important role played by the fire in thc ritual activities 
undc1takcn hcre, fact suggestcd by thc discovery or numcrous fircplaccs. 

Thc dcposits with rich and various invcntorics, usually composed from alrcady used 
arti facts, o ftcn, valuablc itcms (Fig.1 6), cxprcss thc strong cultic motivation that prcssurcd the 
pcoplc to givc thcm away. Ncvertheless, wc should assert that hcrc, onc found ncithcr hoards of 
si lvcr itcms and coins nor hoards of other items. Only the entire asscmbly of itcms deposited in 
this site may bc rcgarded as a "hoard". Wc consider thc site as a sacred cnclosurc (temenos). 

Final considerations 
As various histOI)' or rcligion studies demonstratcd, thc choicc of a sa cred place regardcd 

ccrtain objective considcrations and others, more subjcctive. Conclusivcly, Mircea Eliadc, one 
or the mast known rcsearchcrs in the field, statcd: Any sacred space implies a hierophany, an 
explosion of sacrum ithich leads to the iso/afion of a territory from the cosmic environment, 
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making it qualitative d(fferent ( 1 992, p. 26). Somctimcs animals rcvcal thc sacrcd naturc of a 
place or this sacrcd naturc imposcs itsclf as resuit of othcr rnystc1ious signs. 

Unfmtunatcly, thcrc arc no writtcn sourccs or iconographical reprcsentations of thc 
Dacian mcntality to cicar oul thc rcasons Cor which thcy chosc cc11ain spaces as sacred sites. 
That is why wc arc obligcd to identi ty and analyzc the iield raw data. 

Apa11 from thc pan-Dacian ccntcr from Racoş - cxpression of thc official religion, wc 
analyzcd threc regional, contcrnporancous sitcs, bclonging to thc same spiritual culture, 
obviously distinct in cornparison with thc onicial model .  As for Tipia Ormenişului we may 
suppose thc adoration of dcitics in largc stane and wood temples and the functioning of largc 
public ccrcmonics (Fig.2.2.; 3 .1 .), in thc casc of Ocniţa-Colina Sacrii, Moigrad-Mâgura 
Moigradului (Fig.8 ; 9) and Pietroasa M ică-Gruiu Dării (Fig. 15 ;  1 6) we do not have such 
imprcssive structurcs, but dcposits of itcms, in underground chambcrs, pits or piles, associatcd 
with fircplaces. Of coursc, thc prcscncc of cdi ficcs rcmains as wcl l probable for the regional 
ccntcrs, but thesc sitcs did not havc thc rnonumcntality of the official ccntcrs. 

Ncvcrthelcss, thc largc-scalc phcnomcnon of votive dcposits from thcse spaces and the 
iichncss of thcir invcntory sustain that thcy wcrc public sacrcd placcs, probably with a regional 
charactcr, opcncd for communitics living in a largcr arca. We tricd to observe i f  thc obvious 
diffcrcnccs betwccn cultic bchaviors was maintaincd in the case of structuring and intcgrating 
thc sacrcd landscapc. 

Wc can truly spcak about a sacrcd Dacian landscapc, as thc relief was not sclected just 
for similar fcaturcs. In othcr words, it fclt in thc same way, but also modclcd, arranged and 
structurcd by humans. 

Ali thc sitcs wcrc situatcd on top of high platcaus (Fig. 2 ;  5 ;  6 ;  7 ;  8 ;  9), considcrably 
clcvatcd abovc thc sun-ounding relief, gcncrating a strong visual impact, inacccssible and 
unsuitablc for an cvcryday living. Thc relief was large-scale modi ficd trough terracing and 
lcvcling activitics. 

Thesc cult arcas wcrc not isolatcd, but intcgratcd in an asscmblagc of  contcmporaneous 
sitcs. Thc sacrcd arcas wcrc dclirnitatcd by stccp slopcs or watcrs and by ditchcs and walls .  Thc 
votive dcposits and thc cult structurcs werc in rnany cascs ovcrlapped in multiple lcvels. 

Thcsc similaritics rnay indicate thc cxi stcncc of comrnunitics with similar cultural 
fcaturcs. lt wi l l  rcmain a task of thc futurc studics to arguc if, in thc context of a supposed 
conncction bctwccn thc central rcligious authority and thc po litica! authority, thcsc differences 
can bc cxplaincd as a multitudc of politica! structurcs (idea that rcfines thc gcncrally acceptcd 
thcory of a Dacian centralism in thc 1 st century BC - 1 st ccntury AD) .  

Thcrc is  no  doubt that wc can also accept anothcr interprctation for thc sacrcd ccntcrs 
frorn Pietroasa M ică-Gruiu Dârii, Moigrad-Mâgura Moigradului and Ocniţa-Colina Sacrâ. 
Narnely, thcy could bc regional cult ccntcrs, which did not competc with the official cult but, 
instcad, rcprcscntcd complcrncntary bclicfs and practiccs, having old traditions rootcd in the 
mcntal ity of the Dacian communities. 

Thc archacological discove1ics point to an cvcr-increasing diversity of cult sites and 
figurative rcprcscntations in the arca inhabited by Gcto-Dacians, which suggests that notable 
diffcrcnccs, in tenns of both religion and collcctivc imagcry, wcrc present (Sîrbu 2006, p .  2 1 -86; 
99-1 02). Based on thc monumental character of  such cult centers (ex . ,  Ocniţa, Pietroasa Mică­
Gruiu Dării), it is obvious that they arc thc cxprcssion of a regional politica! and rcligious el ite , 
which had at its disposal significant economic and hurnan rcsourccs for establishing such cult 
sitcs. This could indicate thc intcntion of the regional politica! structures to stand out in tenns of 
rcligion as wel l .  
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Pcrhaps the tirne has come to stop talking of just "a Geto-Dacian religion" and start 
acccpting thc cxistcncc or an increasingly visible religious diversity. l t  rcmains to be seen what 
was thc rclationship bctwccn thc rel igious cult ccnters with certain types of temples, as an 
cxprcssion of an "o llicial" rcligion, one considered "pan-Dacian" (Sîrbu 2006 1 , p. 7 1 -86;  20062, 
p. 59-62), and these regional cult centers, as a spiritual maniiestation of local structures. 
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Fig. 1 .  Temples and sacred enclosures at the Geto-Dacians (± 100 BC-106 AD) 

Legend 
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Legend: 1 .  Rectangular temples with columns and circular temples with apse buildings, 2 .  circular 
temples, simple or with apse buildings, 3 .  rectangular temples with columns alignement in/or near the 
fortresses, 4. apse temples in settlements, 5. apse temples and simple circular temples in settlements, 6. 
rectangular temples in settlements, 7. regional religious centers withlwithout temples and rich offerings, 8. 
"pit fields ", 9. isolated circular temples. 

Localities !ist: 1 Bagacina, 2 Băneşti, 3 Băniţa, 4 Bâtca Doamnei, 5 Biharea, 6 Blidaru, 7 Brad, 8 Bratei, 
9 Bucureşti-Tei, 1 O Căpâlna, 1 1  Cârlomăneşti, 1 2 Costeşti, 1 3  Dolinean, 
1 4  Feţele Albe, 1 5  Sarmizegetusa Regia, 1 6  Malaja Kopanja, 1 7  Meleia, 1 8  Moigrad, 1 9  Ocniţa, 
20 Oradea-Salca, 2 1  Orlea, 22 Pecica, 23 Piatra Crai vii, 24 Piatra Roşie, 
25 Pietroasa Mică, 26 Piscu Crăsani, 27 Popeşti, 28 Pustâiosu, 29 Augustin, 30 Rudele, 
3 1  Sântimbru-Miercurea Ciuc, 32 Sf. Gheorghe-Bedehaza, 33 Sighişoara-Wietenberg, 
34 Zvoriştea. 
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�l� � Tipia ienişului 
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Dealul Negru 

i 

Fig. 2 .  Racoş - Tipia Ormenişului. l .  General view from North; 2. Virtual reconstruction 
of the plateau - view from East. 
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Fig. 3 .  Racoş - Tipia Ormenişului. 1 .  General plan; 2 .  Three-dimensional reconstruction of the edifices 
located on the plateau (cazarma in the background and the edifice with alignments ofbasis for colurnns 
made out of limestone) after the architectural proposals of Antonescu 1 984, p.58-66, fig. 39-40. 
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4. 1 .  

Possible ridge route 

Possible valley route 

- Visually control led area from the plateau 
of Tipia Ormenisului 

- Visibility area of 1 5  km calculated for - Visibility area of 1 5  km 
the plateau of Tipia Ormenisului calculated for the site 

Piatra Detunata 

4.2. 

Fig. 4. Racoş - Tipia Ormenişului. 1 .  Slope Analysis;  2 .  Viewshed Analysis: 1 .  Tipia Ormenişului 
2. Piatra Detunată; 3 .  Tipia Racoşului; 4. Dealul Negru; 5 .  Dealul Cornu. 
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5 . 1 .  

5 .2 .  

Fig. 5 .  General views. 1 .  Măgura Moigradului; 2 .  Pietroasa mică - Gruiu Dării 
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6. 1 .  

Sacred HI/I 

6.2. 

6 .3 .  

Fig .  6. Ocniţa. 1 .  General view from Northwest; 2 .  Three-dimensional reconstruction of the relief in a 
Slope Analysis - view from Northwest; 3 .  The altimetric profile of the site (South North). 
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Fig. 7. Măgura Moigradului . 1 .  Relief representation of the 
microregion; 2 .  General plan of the plateau. 
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Fig. 8 .  Magura Moigradului. 1 .  Altimetric 
profile of the microregion 
(Southeast-Northwest); 2. Altimetric profile of 
the hill (West-East); 3 .  Altimetric profile of the 
hill (South-North); 4. Three -dimensional 
reconstruction of the relief in a S lope analysis -
view from West. 
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Fig. 9. Măgura Moigradului. 1 .  Pit 55  - vertical drawing; 2.  Inventory of pit 55 ;  3 .  Pit 55 ;  
(9. 1 . , 9 .2 . ,  after Macrea, Russu, Mitrofan 1 962) 
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Fig. 1 0. Ocniţa. I .General plan of the archacological assemblage; 2 .  Panoramic view of the site 
from Northwest. 
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Fig. 1 2 .  Ocniţa. 1 .  The inventory of pit 1 05 located on the Fifth Terrace; 2 .  The plan of the Fifth Terrace; 
3. Detail of an excavation surface researched on the Fifth Terrace ( 1 2 . 1 „  1 2.2„ 1 2 .3 .  after Berciu, Iosifaru, 
Diaconescu 1 993, p. 1 53-4, pl. I I I-IV, pl. I I ,  p. 1 50, pl. I). 
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1 4. 1 .  

1 4 .2 .  

1 4. 3 .  

Fig. 1 4. Pietroasa Mică - Gruiu Dării. I .  Viewshed Analysis; 2 .  Least Cost Surface Analysis; 3 .  Three 
dimensional reconstruction of the relief in a Slope Analysis - view from Northwest. 
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WHERE WAS THE SO-CALLED MAIN SANCTUARY OF DIONYSUS 

IN THRACE IN THE 6th - 1 st CENTURIES B. C.? 

(an opinion) 

S. Topalov (Bulgaria) 

Key-words :  Thrace, sanctuarics, mountains, templcs, Dionysos, . 

The cult of Dionysus in Ancient Thrace and holy places connccted with thi s cult 
(mountains, mounts, hil ls ,  holy land, holy woods, templcs, etc .  notcd in general as sanctuary or 
sanctuarics of D ionysus) arc mcntioncd both in the first works of the ancient authors and many 
of the latcr works having rcachcd our days and containing ccrtain historical infonnation (a short 
review of the informat ion related to the sanctuaries of Dionysus in Thrace is given in 3.1aTKOB­
C Ka5! 1 97 1 ,  p. 248, NB 1 73 ;  <1>0:1 1 990, p. 1 78- 1 94). Thcy mcntion the cxistence in south-west 
Thrace of the so-cal lcd now mast wcl l-knowTI sanctuaiy of Dionysus or the so-call cd now main 
sanctuary of DioTiysus in Thracc and give a fragmcntary and, in mast of the cascs, coTitradictory 
infonnatioTI about its location. Without submittiTig to discussion the point whcthcr OTIC or severa] 
vcry wcll-knowTI ccntres connected with thc cult of Dionysus had cxisted in Ancicnt Thrace 
(similar to thc Tiumcrous great centrcs connectcd with thc cult of thc Great Mothcr Goddess in 
Thracc) aTid whethcr OTIC or anothcr of thc cxisting great cult ccntres was selcctcd to be the mast 
important onc iTI cc11aiTI pcriods of time, wc shal l  call , in this study, thc holy place commcntcd 
in the sources and rclatcd to thc cult of DioTiysus the main sanctua1y of DioTiysus iTI Thrace. 

The modem research workcrs haviTig studicd thc past of Ancient Thrace havc dealt with 
the problem for diffcrcnt reasons aTid have cxprcsscd diffcrcnt opinions on thc poiTit whcrc the 
main sanctuary of Dionysus was. Wc thiTik that thcrc is Tiot yct a vicw having bcen gcncrally 
acceptcd which could adducc sufficicntly sound arguments to accept at !cast onc of thc 
assumptions cxprcsscd about the exact place of the maiTI sanctuary of Dionysus. 

Thc TICW communications having bccn madc latcly that thc main sanctuaiy of DioTiysus 
has becTI discovcrcd this time in the Eastem Rhodopes arc the cause which has provoked us to 
express our opinion on the problem brought forward. UnfortuTiatcly, speci fic arguments takcn 
from the infonnation availablc from thc ancieTit authors aTid supportcd by facts of wcl l-kTiown 
historical eveTits haviTig takcn place in this rcgioTI in thc period from the 6th to the I st ccntury B .  
C.  havc not bccn givcn . Jnstead somc assumptioTis bascd on the cxistencc of a sanctuaiy in rocks 
kTiown for a vc1y long time alrcady and simi lar to many such sanctuaiies existing in a lmost thc 
wholc ten-itmy of south Thrace arc categorically prcscTited as provcn. This is OTIC of the reasons 
for which wc make a revicw of part of thc scanty iTifonnation from thc sourccs and interpret it 
somcwhat diffcrently. For this purposc wc have taken into consideration thc actions of the 
histo1ical persons having participatcd in the cvcnts of that cpoch (pcrsons mentioncd by the 
aTicicnt authors, when speaking about the main sanctuaiy of Dionysus) and we havc tried to 
avoid the modem trivial interprctation of this inforn1ation. Jn our rcvicw wc shall submit direct 
and indirect infonnation of numismatic character relatcd to thc problem and our conclusioTis 
drawTI from thc study of such numismatic infonnation aTid from our visits to thc saTictuaries in 
rocks in south Thracc, aTid wc shall exprcss our opinioTI on some rcsults of the studies haviTig 
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been can-ied oul up to now and related to the main cults in Ancient Thrace and those specifying 
the location of the main sanctuary of Dionysus . At the same time wc shall point out the 
arguments which should be adduced in our opinion when looking for the answer to the question 
where in Ancient Thrace the main sanctuary of Dionysus must have been . We shall alsa point 
out a complex of adjacent cult places which may bc considered with good grounds, in our 
opinion, as the mast probable main sanctuary of Dionysus in Thrace. 

The infonnation known at the moment from the sources has been quoted and commented 
in the studies having becn canied out up to now. Therefore, wc shall quote only some passages 
of works of ancient authors. 

ln his "History" Herodotus (who wrote in the 5th century B. C.)  mentions that "The 
Satrae werc not conquercd by anybody, as far as I know; they were the only tribe among the 
Thracians that remained frec to this day, bccause they live in high mountains covered with 
various thick forests and snow and because thcy are bellicose. The sanctuary of D ionysus 
belongs to them, and this sanctuary is on the highest mountain. The oracles in the sanctuary are 
Bessians from thc Satrae. There is alsa a p1icstcss who gives answers in the same way as in 
Dclphi, but nothing special" (Hcrodotus, VII, 1 1 1  ) . 1 

Aristotlc (who wrote in the 4th century B. C.) mentions in his "Strangc Things" ("About 
thc Marvellous Stories") that in "Crestonia that is  in the lands of thc Bisaltae" . . .  "there is  a Iso a 
great beautiful temple of Dionysus in which, they say, a fcast takes place and oblations are 
made, and when the god intends to make the year ferti le, a large flame appears, and al l  mcn who 
arc near the holy place, can sec it. When (he intends to make) a Jean year, no such l ight 
appears . . .  " (Aristotelcs, 842a, 1 22). 

In a scholium to "Hckuba" of Euripidcs (it is not known, when this scholium was 
written) it is mentioned that "Somc a ffinn that thc sanctuary of Dionysus must be around 
Pangeus, others - around Hemus . . .  " (Euripides, Hekuba, scholia, 1 267). 

J t  is possible to find a short infonnation rclated to worshipping of Dionysus in Thrace in 
a passage or Pomponius Mela (who wrote in the 1 st century A. D.) saying that "In the interior of 
the counll)' 1isc the mountains Hemus, Rhodopes and Orbei famous for thc rites of L iberus and 
for the orgies of the maenads initiated by Orpheus for the first time" (Pomponius Mela, I I  2, 
1 6-33) .  Here it should be noted that the majority of the research workcrs connect the mountain 
Orbclus mainly with the mountain Belassitza but it is alsa connectcd with other adjacent 
massifs .  

Suetonius (who wrote in the 1 st-2nd centurics A. D.) ,  when commenting the actions of 
Octavius (thc father of thc future emperor Octavian August) as a ruler of Macedonia in  60-59 B.  
C . ,  notes that " . . .  whcn Octavius led his anny somewhere in the remote places of Thrace, he 
asked the oracle or  Dionysus in a barbarian ritc in the holy wood or this god about the fa te of  his 
son, and his prediction was confinned by the priests, since after the wine was spilt on the altar, a 
flame tlared high up to the sky ovcr thc sanctuary - an omen simi lar to the one that was 
bestowed only on Alexander the Great, whcn the lattcr offered a sacri fice on the same a ltar" 
(Suetonius, A ug., 94). 

1 In this first quotation we shall draw the attention to thc differences in transmitting some designations in the 
translation from ancient Grcck in the Bulgarian and Russian publications avai lable to us. Such differences make 
di fficult drawîng unambîguous conclusions. Thîs îs also valid for this first quotatîon of which we have severa) quite 
diffcrent translatîons. Thc translatîons quotcd în this study arc taken, without mentîonîng where exactly they arc 
încludcd. from ··sourccs of the History of Thracc and thc Thracians" voi. I .  1 982, and voi. 2. 2002, as far as the 
authors until Aristotlc included are conccmed, and from · ·sourccs of Ancient History and Geography of Thrace 

and Macedonia"'. 1 949. as far as the othcr latcr authors are concemed. 
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Dionis Casius (who wrotc in thc 2nd-3rd centuries A. D.) ,  when dcscribing the military 
actions or Crasus in Thracc in 29-28 B.  C . ,  notes that, "when he gained a victory in a battle with 
the Thracian tribcs thc Mcdac and thc Serdae, he cut the hands of the captured warriors and thus 
he could chcck thcm, howcver with difficulty. He dcvastated also the lands of all the other 
Thracian tribcs with the exception or thc Odrysae. He spared the latter because they worshippcd 
Dionysus and mel him unanncd. He bestowed on them the l and on which they celebrated their 
god after he took it away from the Bcssae that owned it up to that moment" (Dionis Casii, LI 23 ,  
2-27). 

Macrobius (who wrotc in thc 4th-5th centuries A. D .) ,  when commenting infonnation 
from A1istotlc, notes that "Aristotle who wrote "The Principles of Gods" affinned that Apollo 
and Libcrus Pater arc onc and the samc god, and many other evidences prove it; even he says, 
the Ligcrac in Thrace had a sanctuary of Liberus Pater where prophesies were made . . .  " 
(Macrobius, Sat. I ,  1 8) .  

In onc or  his studics K. Vlakhov discusses in detai l  this infonnation of Macrobius and 
givcs a diffcrcnt translation or this passagc of Macrobius to which he has added his own 
intcrprctations. Wc quotc hereunder thc wholc K. Vlakhov ' s  passage which is of interest in this 
casc: 

"We havc lcamed that thc Sun is also considered as L iberus ( I ta lian god of fcrtility and 
plants) which thosc pcoplc (i .  e. thc inhabitants or Thrace, my note - K. V.) cal ling him Sebadius 
glmiry in a splendid cult, as Alexander wrotc, and to this god is built up on a hill a temple 
sun-ounded with a palisade or pointcd stakcs with a round roof open in the middle" (Vlakhov 
1 982, p. 43). 

Thc c1itical rcvicw of thc earlicst infonnation of ancicnt authors included in the sources 
shows that thc main sanctuary of Dionysus in Thrace is situated somewhere in south-west 
Thracc . Thc latcr authors and thc latcr scholiums to some of their works give direct infonnation 
about thc existcncc of wcll-known great sanctuaries of Dionysus not only in this region, but also 
in thc Rhodopcs and evcn in Hcrnus. Thcir different description also gives us indirect 
infonnation about thc cxistcncc of many sanctuarics of Dionysus in Thrace. 11 is possiblc to 
dctcnnine from thc infonnation from thc authors quoted above that in their opinion thc 
sanctuarics describcd arc : 

• "on thc highcst rnountain", ( i .  c. on a peak - it should be noted that the highest peaks 
in this rcgion arc bald); 

• on a mountain (diffcrcnt "rnountains" in Thrace are named without mentioning that 
this is "thc highcst mountain" which cxplains to a certain extcnt that there is a "holy 
wood", since the forcsts in his region are mainly on the lower peaks); 

• at thc foot or a rnountain or evcn a hil l  (this being an explanation of the existence 
thcre of a "holy land", "a holy wood", a spring, e tc .) ;  

• in a temple (this infonnation cxplains in the bcst way the presence of "a holy land", 
"a holy wood'', a sp1ing, etc .) .  

Jn a numbcr of monographs rclatcd to the study of the Thracian rcligion prof. A. Foi 
desc1ibes thc cult or the Thracian Dionysus, the ritcs connected with this cult and the Thracian 
sanctuarics or Dionysus. ln accordance with his studies "this god which has no name in the 
Thracian-Pclasgian antiquity" has been identified "first with the solid cosmic element, the stane, 
it is a god of the rocks", "this anonyrnous god having been adopted first in Delphi in the 8th 
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century B. C." . . .  "in one or  the rnost ancicnt Thracian-Pclsagian sanctuarics" (<1>0.1 1 990, p .  
1 47). "At the bcginning of the deification of Dionysus holy erect stoncs and altars wcre 
decorated with tlowers" (<1>0,1 1 99 1 ,  p. 252) .  On the basis of thcsc studics it i s  possible to draw 
the conclusion that thc earlicst sanctuary (or thc earliest sanctuary of Dionysus represcntcd 
natural rocky configurations. In Ancicnt Thrace thc other rnain Thracian god, thc Great Mothcr 
Goddess, was also worshipped on rnountains. It is sullicicnt to note that the main cult place or  
this goddess was on  the Holy Mountain. We  shal l add that thc great cult centre of  thc Great 
Mothcr Goddess narned in the latcr cpochs Cybel la and Artemis Phosphoros built up in the 
second milleniurn B. C. was on a rock in the highest place in Kabyle. Sorne rescarch workcrs 
presurne that the irnagc of the god worshippcd in the region or Kabyle was rcprescntcd in an 
archaic way by sculpturing its contours on thc rock. 

Sharing his personal irnprcssions of the sanctuary of Delphi prof. A .  Foi notes :  "I noticcd 
that rnany reccsscs and tornbs, sacrificial platforms and steps were hcwn into thc rock. I saw 
reccsscs and tornbs near the holy spring too . . .  However, therc is no doubt for rne that Dclphi is a 
majestic sanctuary in rocks bclonging to thc Thracian-Pclasgian cult urc frorn thc middlc or thc 
second milleniurn B. C.  (<l>on 1 986, p. 1 50- 1 5 1  ). Furthcr in the study he givcs sornc shmt 
infonnation about thc bcst known largc Thracian sanctuaries in rocks in thc rnountains of  
Strandzha, Sakar, the Eastem Rhodopes and Rila. In  anothcr study thc fol lowing general 
description is made : "A wood with a holy stane (a covc, a picce of rock) ncar somc watcr is the 
typical archaic sanctumy in the open" (<l>on 1 990, p. 1 64). Wc havc also notcd thc cxistcncc or 
such sanctuarics of Dionysus in Pirin, in  the region of Pangcus (wherc was thc rnain sanctuary 
of Dionysus according to sornc rcsearch workers) and whcre thc prophcts (and not thc 
posscssors of  the sanctuary) wcrc Bessians The rnountain in thc rcgion was narncd Orbclus in 
the sources (connectcd with the mountain of Bclassitza at thc prcscnt limes and/or sornc of its 
adjacent spurs to the cast or thc wcst) and was "in Crcstonia, ncar the land of thc Bisaltae" 
which corrcsponds to the rnassifs around and to the wcst of Bclassitza situatcd to thc n011h of 
Ancicnt Macedonia .  

Since rnany of the ancient authors, when rnentioning the main sanctuary of Dionysus, 
locatc it in thc Rhodopes, rnany modem rescarch workcrs look for this sanctuary in thc 
Rhodopcs for this rcason. Howcvcr, wc shall submit somc evidcnccs supporting a diffcrcnt 
opinion on thc point which massifs wcrc usually given this narne by the ancicnt authors, whcn 
thcy used the namc of thc Rhodopcs, vc1y popular among thc ancient people without trying to 
situate this mountain more cxactly. 

In  the carly cpoch espccially thc high mountains of the interior of Thracc situatcd rnost 
closely to the Acgean coast reprcscnted according to the ancicnt Grceks two vcry long, almost 
parallcl massi is .  This notion was bascd on the actual situation of Hernus (Stara Pianina) within 
the lands of Thracc to which wcre addcd some smaller spurs to the wc st and the nearby parallcl 
pai1s of thc mountain Srcdna Gora. The mountains consisting of thc prcscnt Rhodopes, Pirin 
(and Rila), Ograzhden, Bclassitza and somc othcr smal lcr spurs to thc wcst of Bclassitza 
appcarcd to thcm as a sccond similar long massif. l t  is possible to supposc that Sakar and 
Strandzha in thc cast were included in somc cases in the narnc of thc Rhodopes. One of the 
reasons for such a general designation of the group of rnountains by thc namc of thc Rhodopcs is 
that thcy wcrc inhabitcd by onc cornrnunity of peoplc, narnely the Thracians .  Thcse rnassifs arc 
relatcd in the ideas or thc ancicnt authors to the numcrous Thracian llibcs having populated 
thcse rcgions. ln most or thc cases the narne of thc Thracian tribe populating thc region was 
given as a refcrcnce point for a bctter gcographical detennination or the part of the rnountain in 
question, and only in rare cascs wcrc thc names of some spurs mentioned as in the casc of 
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Orbelus already mcntioncd. Here wc shall quotc again Herodotus who mcntions laconically that 
"the Bessians frorn thc Satrae . . .  rute thc sanctuary of Dionysus, and this sanctuaiy is on the 
highcst rnountain" (Hcrodotus, VI I ,  1 1 1 ) . ln our opinion, "the highcst rnountain" according to 
Herodotus rneans thc highcst rnountain in Thracc which includes, in his opinion, not only thc 
relatively low massif of today ' s  Rhodopcs but also thc actually highcst rnountains of Rila and 
Pirin, sincc in thc carii est idcas of the ancicnt authors this rangc of mountains was dcsignatcd by 
thc general name of thc Rhodopcs. 

An indirect proof thcrcof can bc found in looking through the old maps existing still 
nowadays in which arc markcd pm1s of thc land populatcd by thc Thracians. The rnap of 
Ortclius shows that Stara Plani na and thc mountains situatcd to thc south of Stara Pianina which 
have diffcrcnt namcs at prescnt arc almost parallcl .  Thcy wcre markcd by thc general name of 
the Rhodopcs in thc antiquity. l t  i s  possiblc to  sce clcarly on the map of Mercator that thc range 
of mountains in the wcst of today ' s  Rhodopcs arc reprcscntcd as a continuous massiC 

In fonnation given by Hcrodotus in the 5th ccntury B .  C. rcprcscnts serious grounds to 
supposc that by thc namc of thc Rhodopcs wcrc dcsignatcd severa I massi is situatcd vcry far to 
thc west of today' s  Rhodopes. Noting chronologically evcnts of the campaign of Xerxes through 
Thracc, thc father of the histmy says that "Thc king of thc Bisaltac who is a Thracian did thcre 
and in thc Crcstonian land an unhcard of action : he did not agrcc voluntari ly to bc Xcrxcs ' s  
slave and ilcd high up in  the Rhodopcs aft.cr having forbiddcn to h i s  sons to  takc thc ficld 
against Athens. But thcy cithcr did not obcy his fathcr or thcy simply wantcd to sec thc war and 
took thc fie Id with thc Pcrsians .  Howcvcr, a ltcr thcy rcturncd back safe and sound alt of thcm, 
and they wcrc six, thcir fathcr gougc out thcir cycs for thcir inobcdicncc" (Hcrodotus, VIII ,  1 6) .  

According to  thc studics having becn can-icd out up to now thc Bisaltac rulcd ovcr the 
lands to thc wcst of the lowcr coursc of Suimon (the iiver Strouma), thcir n011hcrn bordcr 
reaching Orbelus (Bclassiza?) . The Thracian tribc of thc Crestonae inhabitcd lands to thc wcst of 
the Bisaltae situatcd on thc northcrn slopcs of thc mountains of Dissoron and Bogdan (KpamKa 

e111ţuK.10nedzm 111pm:1diC1a1 ()pemwc11111 = Short Encyclopedia of Thracian A ntiquities, 1 993, p. 
42 and 1 55). 

Ir thc text of Hcrodotus is analyzcd carcfully, it will bc cstablishcd that, whcn Xerxes 
reached thc lands of thc anonymous rnlcr of thc Bisaltac and thc Crcstonac, thc lattcr could not 
lly from thc Pcrsians "up in the mountain of thc Rhodopcs", since thc western parts of thc 
Rhodopes is about 1 50 km to the cast, and thc road to that pai1 was alrcady undcr Persian 
control .  This anonyrnous king could withdraw "up in thc mountain" only to thc north whcrc 
scvcral massifs to thc wcst of Belassitza arc situatcd. Hcrc we shal l point out again that "in 
Crcstonia ncar thc land or thc Bisaltae" "thcre is also a vc1y big bcauti fol temple of Dionysus" 
(Aristotclcs, 842a, 1 22) and wc shall also note again thc in fo1111ation of Pomponius Mela quotcd 
alrcady abovc and related to thc cxi stcncc of a sanctuary of Dionysus in the mountain of Orbclus 
(Pomponius Mela, J J  2, 1 6-33) .  Anothcr similar infornrntion is includcd in thc text of Dionis 
Casius also quotcd abovc saying that aftcr Xerxes won thc battlc with thc Mcdac and thc Scrdac, 
he bcstowcd on thc Odrysae thc sanctuary of Dionysus which "he took away !i·orn thc Bcssae" 
(Dionis Casii LI 23 ,  2-27). Obviously Crasus did not wagc war against thc Mcdac and thc 
Scrdac in today ' s  Rhodopes. Thereforc, it should bc rncntioncd here again that the Bcssac did 
not posscss thc sanctuary of Dionysus, but Bcssians wcrc oraclcs in thc sanctumy of Dionysus 
as in thc cari ier cpoch pricsts of Thracian ori gin wcrc orac lcs in Dclphi . 

Wc also find grounds that thc rnain sanctuary of Dionysus was not in today ' s  Rhodopes, 
whcn interprcting somc infonnation from thc sourccs and connccting it with thc coinage and the 
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dccoration or vcsscls or prccious mctals with imagcs and symbols or thc carly Odrysian regal 
comagc. 

Thc irnage of a bipcnnis conncctcd with thc cult of Dionysus was introduced in the 
coinage of thc junior branch or thc Odrysian dynasty at thc time or Sitalccs. We have 
inforniation about two great campaigns of Sitalccs to south-west, thc lirst against the Pconac, 
whcn he addcd tcnitorics around thc uppcr and thc middle courscs of the rivcr Strouma to his 
posscssions, and thc sccond onc canicd aut shortly thcrcaftcr against the Macedonian Kingdom 
and dcscribcd in details in the sourccs (Thucydidcs, II 29, II 67, I I  95- 1 0 1 ) . lt is considcred that 
thc aim or thcsc military activitics was to satisiy thc tcnitorial pretensions of the Odrysian kings 
to the Macedonian Kingdom for lands around thc lowcr course or the rivcr Strouma. It is  exactly 
at that timc that thc imagc of a bipcnnis stm1cd to be uscd as a symbol of the royal-priestly 
power in thc lands of Ancicnt Thracc, and it is for thc iirst time that it is  connccted with the 
Odrysac and thcir king Sitalccs (May 1 950, p. 96). Thc imagc of thc bipcnnis is uscd by the 
succcssors of Sitalccs - Mctokos, Amatokos, Tcrcs IJ - as a dynastic symbol of thc coinage of 
thc Od1)'sian kings or thc junior branch of thc dynasty a ftcr Tcres I. It is considcrcd that the 
rnain sanctuary of Dionysus in Thrace fcl l  in thc hands of thc Odrysac dming the reign of 
Sitalccs and that it is this cvent that is  thc rcason for which the image of the bipennis was 
adoptcd as a syrnbol or thc kings rcsiding in this rcgion or  the Odrysian Kingdom. Thc same 
irnagc is cncountercd an objccts or prccious mctals such as the vcssel s of the Rogozen treasure 
an which thc namc or Satokos, the son of Sitalccs, is writtcn in addition to the image of thc 
bipcnnis (relatively detailed explanation in Torra:1os 1 994, p. 74-75). At that time Sitalces did 
not wage war with the independent Thracians (callcd Satrae, Diac and Bcssae) populating part 
of today ·s Rhodopcs. Thc lattcr joincd voluntmily his anny, and for this rcason it should be 
considcred with good grounds that he did not takc posscssion of thc main sanctuary of 
Dionysus. Thc direct or indirect subrnission to Sitalccs of some rcgions around the middlc and 
lowcr course of the 1ivcr Strouma at thc timc of the carnpaigns mcntioncd here shows that 
probably thc main sanctum)' of Dionysus was somewhcrc in thcse lands, since the Thracian 
tcnitorics incorporatcd in thc Odrysian Kingdom at that timc wcrc situatcd exactly in thcse 
rcgions. The n011hcrn pat1 or  thc land or thc Migdonac, the Crestonae and the Bisa ltac was alsa 
cxactly in this rcgion . Thc main sanctuary or  Dionysus in Thrace was also in this rcgion 
according to thc infomiation includcd in mast of thc sources. 

A parallel bctwccn thc tirnc, whcn thc main sanctuat)' of Dionysus was put under the 
control of thc rcprcscntativcs of thc j unior branch of thc Odt)'sian dynasty, and the timc, when 
the main sanctuary of thc Great Mothcr Goddcss in Thrace situatcd on the Holy Mountain was 
put undcr the control of thc rcpresentativcs or thc senior branch of thc Odrysian dynasty, shows 
thc almost simultancous introduction or thc two diffcrcnt dynastic syrnbols in thc coinagc of 
both branchcs or  thc dynasty. In thc case of thc junior branch (whosc represcntativcs aft.er 
Sitalccs werc Metokos, Amatokos and Tcres I I) it is the image of a bipennis connected with the 
cult of Dionysus. ln the case of the senior branch (whosc represcntatives aftcr Sparadokos were 
Scuthcs I, Hcb1)'zelmis, Kotys I and Kcrsebleptes) it is the image of the typically shapcd conica! 
vessel with two handles (cotylc?, cotyli scus?) connectcd with the cult of the Great Mother 
Goddcss. Hcrc it should bc notcd that atlcr Phi l ip II thrust the Odrysian kings aut of the 
southcrn pm1s of the Od1)'sian Kingdom towards thc initial lands of thc Odrysian tribal union 
(situatcd around the middlc course of the rivcrs Maritza and Toundzha), wherc werc nat the 
main sanctuarics of Dionysus and thc Great Mothcr Goddess, thesc two basic images used until 
that time were not stampcd anyrnorc on the coi ns of thc ncxt Odrysian kings. 
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Thc combination of somc othcr data !rom thc sourccs rclatcd to the cvcnts of  the period 
of thc 4th - I st ccnturics B. C. rcprcscnts and impmtant argument that the main sanctuary of 
Dionysus was not in today ' s  Rhodopcs. 

The cunent studics show that thc routc of the grcatest military campaigns in Thrace 
having taken place in the antiquity did not cross today ' s  Rhodopes from the time of the Persian 
invasion to thc time when Thrace was dcclarcd Roman province.  Evcn the victorious Roman 
arn1y could not place undcr its direct control thc highest parts of thc Rhodopes unti l about the 
middlc of thc I st ccntmy B. C. Somctimcs thc campaign of Philip II and Iatcr of Alexander I I J  
to  thc east of  Macedonia took thc old roads la id  along the Thracian coast and the courses of  the 
rivers Ma1itza and Toundzha. The carnpaigns of thc Macedonian kings to the north of 
Macedonia wcrc mainly along the courscs of  thc rivers Strourna and lskar. The same is valid for 
thc great campaigns of thc Roman mili ta1y units in thc period of thc 2nd - 1 st ccntmics A.  
D.  Evcn whcn using thc wcll-known roads bcatcn in mi litary actions, the Thracians were 
striking hcavy blows to the Macedonian anny and later to thc Roman arn1y in thcir mountains. 
We shall note only the tirst and the last cases, namcly that Philip II himsel f was wounded and 
his spoils Crom his victorious campaign in cast Thracc wcrc takcn away by the Tribalac in the 
rcgion around thc gorge of l skar and that thc Roman anny, whcn rcturning from a victorious war 
in Asia Minor, was being plundcrcd during thrce days in the rcgion of thc Korpi lian gorge by 
thc not so numcrous Thracian tribcs. For this rcason it is cxtrcmely i l logical to expect that kings 
such as Phi lip J J  and Alexander J l l  could undc11akc so risky visits to a sanctuary situated high in 
today ' s  Eastcrn Rhodopcs, bccausc good roads on which cvcn a small military unit may move 
up to secure thc safcty of thc kings wcre missing at that timc. For thc same rcason the father of 
thc futurc cmpcror Octavian August, bcing the Roman govcmor of Macedonia rcsponsible for 
its protcction from thc continuous attacks of the ncighboming t1ibes would hardly unde1take a 
campaign far to thc cast of Macedonia in tcnitories control lcd al that timc by thc Odrysian 
kings, al I ies of Rome, and penetrate in thc intc1ior of today 's Rhodopcs inhabited by thc Bessae 
only with a vicw to visiting the Thracian sanctuary of Dionysus that was there. Both the 
Macedonian kings and thc Roman govcrnors in Thracc could visit, rclativcly without problems, 
the wcl l -known sanctuary of Dionysus staiting from the tenitmy of Ancient Macedonia, only if 
this  sanctuary was situatcd to thc north of their possessions in relatively low and more accessible 
massifs. As thc sourccs show these are thc mountain spurs to the west of Bclassitza, that are the 
rnountains callcd by thc ancient authors Orbclus and unidentificd up to now, which represented 
probably severa) adjaccnt massi is .  

Searching additional infonnation about the thesis bcing claboratcd that the popular name 
of thc Rhodopcs was used in the antiquity to designate in many cascs a number of mountains 
and mountain spurs situatcd to thc wcst of today ' s  Rhodopes, wc came across the comments of 
B .  Gucrov relatcd to the dctcnnination of thc Iocation of the mountain called Orbei by the 
ancicnt authors. Aftcr rcviewing and summarizing thc infonnation from thc sources, B. Gucrov 
draws thc fol lowing conclusions: "From all this infornrntion it is possiblc to conclude that 
initially Orbclus meant only Bclassitza, but thc later authors who knew poorly thc interior of  
Thracc bcgan to call by this namc . . .  a l l  the mountains that wcrc bchind Bclassitza bctwecn the 
middlc courscs of the rivcrs Strouma and Vardar and also bctween the rivcrs Strouma and 
Mcsta" ( ! 'epos 1 96 1 ,  p .  1 67- 1 68). Since Orbei was dcsc1ibed in somc of thc sources as one of 
thc highcst mountains in Thrace togcthcr with thc Rhodopcs and Hemus (Pomponius Mela, II 2, 
1 7) ,  probably this namc was uscd to designate some of thc spurs of the mountains to the west of 
thc rivcr Vardar too.  This dcsc1iption of thc mountains to the wcst of thc river Strouma (and 
cven Mcsta) reprcscnting one and thc samc massif supports our opinion that, in the notions of 
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thc ancient pcople, thc long mountain rangc to thc south of  Hemus and simi lar to Hcmus was 
gcnera lly cal lcd the Rhodopcs, a namc that was popular in that cpoch. And thc main sanctumy 
or Dionysus was in its western part. 

It is possible to find alsa somc infonnation rclatcd to thc place of thc main sanctuary of  
Dionysus in  thc fa11hcst western parts of  Thracc, whcn making a comparison with somc othcr 
data from thc sources and thc imagcs and thc insc1iptions on a rare issuc or Thracian imitations 
or Thasos tctradrachmas or thc sccond period from thc cnd or the 1 st ccntury B. C .  

We havc notcd that about 28 B .  C.  thc main sanctumy of Dionysus was takcn away from 
thc Bessae. At that timc, thc mast loyal al ly or  Rome in Thracc was thc Sapcian Kingdom, thc 
main territories or  which since the middlc or thc 2nd ccntury B. C. wcrc around thc lowcr 
courscs or thc rivcrs Strouma and Mcsta. Thc silvcr coins or high dcnomination mostly used in 
this rcgion wcrc thc tctradrachmas or Thasos or thc sccond period or coinagc and thcir Thracian 
imitations mintcd mainly in their lands at thc bcginning. In 27 B. C. a ltcr thc dcath or Rolcs, 
king or thc Getac, Rome concedcd his posscssions to thc dynasty or Thracc tolcratcd by Rome . 
Some of  thc rcsearch workcrs consider that its rcprcscntativcs arc or an Odrysian-Sapcian 
origin . With a v icw to introducing more casily thc Thracian imitations or Thasos tctradrachmas 
which wcre ncw for thc tcrrit01ies of Ro Ies, issucs of thc sarnc having a typical concave shapc of  
thc tlans which wcrc nat uscd up to that moment bcgan to bc  mintcd. Thc lcttcrs on  thcsc coins 
arc rcplaccd with a succcssion of dots usual for thc Thracian imitations of tctradrachmas or thc 
typcs or  Alexander I I I/Philip I I I  A1idcus uscd up to that moment in thc lands or thc Gctae. Thc 
unusual additional insc1iption <I HNNTUS was put around thc barba1izcd image or thc hcad or 
Dionysus in onc or  thcsc issucs. This inscription, by analogy with othcr typcs or  coi ns mintcd 
carlicr in this rcgion probably offcrs thc writlcn infomrntion rclatcd to somc changc having 
takcn place at that timc and allowing to interpret thc meaning of thc imagc . Thc unusual 
inscription has bccn dcciphcrcd as "(imagc or thc hcad of Dionysus) Sintian", and it is  possiblc 
to supposc that it appcarcd in this issuc cxactly, bccausc thc main sanctuary of Dionysus was 
takcn away from thc Bcssac and handcd ovcr to thc ruling Thracian dynasty tolcratcd by Rome 
(dctailcd study in To1 1anos 1 996, p. 72-74). Thc Sintac or Sintiac rnarkcd in thc inscription arc 
local izcd in sornc st ud ies to havc bccn inhabiting lands on thc right rivcrsidc of thc Vardar, i. c .  
to thc west of  thc Bisai tac (3.1aTKOBCKa5l 1 97 1 ,  p .  28 ,  and map 1 ) .  According to othcr studics, thc 
Sintac inhabitcd lands around thc middlc coursc of thc rivcr Strouma, and thcy wcrc rclated to 
thc Sayac or thc Sapcac (CnHpHJJ.OIIOB 1 993, p. 26 1  ). Sincc it is mentioncd in thc sourccs that 
thc animals cannot bc fod with thc barlcy cultivatcd by thc Sintac and thc Mcdac (Aristotclcs, 
De mirabl. auscult. 1 1 6; Thcophrastus. De odor„ J I ,  4), it mcans that actually thc Sintac wcrc 
populating thc lands bctwccn thc Vardar and thc Strouma and thcir ncighbours must havc bccn 
thc Medae and the Bisaltac . Thc unusual additional inscription stampcd shows that thc hcad of  
Dionysus on  thc tctradrachmas îs a head or  a god, thc worshipping of which was conncctcd with 
thc lands of thc Sintac, i. c .  this is a rcason to think that a largc cult centre or this god was 
situatcd in or ncar thcir lands. Jn this casc, according to thc infonnation from thc sourccs 
mcntioncd above, thc Sintian cult centre or Dioniysus is alsa in thc rcgion or thc main sanctuary 
of Dionysus în Thracc dcsc1ibcd by mast of thc ancicnt authors. 

Thc infonnation from thc sources included hcrcin, thc rcsults of some studics having 
alrcady bccn canicd out and thc ncwcst study having bccn canicd out rcprcscnt sc1ious grounds 
to supposc that thc main sanctumy or Dionysus was în the group or mountain spurs wcst of thc 
Strouma. This mountain rcgion is bctween the adjacent lands inhabited în thc 5th-4th ccntmics 
B. C. by thc Migdonac, thc Crcstonac, thc Bisaltac and thosc of thc Pconac, thc Sintiae and thc 
Medac situated to thc n011h of the fonncr, thc sourccs noting that part of thc Pconac included in 
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the tenitory or  thc Early Odrysian Kingdom a ltcr thc campaigns or  Sitalccs. By Thrace thc 
ancicnt authors and espccially thc authors or the Roman limes mcant mainly thc lands from 
Stara Pianina to thc south Thracian coast. On the basis of this view of the ancicnt authors and 
pondcring on thc sh011 text or Suctonius quoted abovc that "thc holy wood of Dionysus" was 
"somewhere in thc far off parts or Thracc" (Suetonius. A ug„ 94), wc can cstablish that thc thcsis 
that thc parts of today' s  Rhodopcs situatcd in thc central pm1 or Ancicnt Thrace should bc 
considercd as some "far off pm1s or Thrace" is unfoundcd. 

Aftcr having rcvicwcd thc sourccs and the studies carricd oul (summarized mainfy in the 
publications of prof Al. Fol) and visitcd cult placcs in rcgions or  Ancicnt Thrace, wc havc 
drawn thc conclusion that thc main sanctua1y of Dionysus in Thracc must have bccn a largc 
sanctumy in rocks vc1y di ffcrcnt from thc othcr cult placcs in Thracian lands and having cxistcd 
probably as carly as in thc 2nd - 1 st mil lcnium B. C. Wc think that it is 1ight to supposc that thc 
main sanctumy or Dionysus in Thracc must havc rcprcscntcd a natural complex or primmy 
fonnations, as follows :  

• a mountain in somc part of which thcrc arc big rocks which can bc considcrcd 
scparatcly or altogcthcr as thc "holy" stoncs mentioncd in thc sources; 

• largc stane blocks rising ovcr the rocks and suitablc for cult ritcs cons1stmg or  
natural high up1ight stoncs, sincc "at thc bcginning of  worshipping Dionysus, holy 
up1ight stoncs and altars wcrc dccoratcd with wrcath" (<l>o.:i 1 99 1 ,  p .  1 47); 

• thcrc must havc bccn a water spring quitc ncar thc rock dcsignatcd in thc infonnation 
or thc ancicnt authors as "a 

• holy sp1ing; 
• therc must havc bccn a forcst quitc ncar thc rocks rcprcscnting, according to thc 

infonnation from the sources, "a holy wood"; 
• due to thc great general Thracian cclcbrations of  Dionysus in thc ccrcmonics of  

which wcrc pm1icipating many pi lgrims, thc main sanctuary or Dionysus in  Thracc 
must not havc rcprcscntcd a small iso\atcd sanctua1y but a largc complex of  
charactcristic rocks situatcd a t  the foot or a mountain adjaccnt to its highest part, so  
that thc arca around thc sanctuary could allow a l l  thc pcoplc prcscnt a l  thc 
ccrcmonics to pa11icipatc in thc cclcbrations ;  

• sincc thc carliest cult placcs consistcd of rocks (<l>o.:i 1 99 1 ,  p. 252), cutting of 
platfonns of diff crcnt size in thc rocks, stcps betwccn thc platfonns, making somc 
cult facilitics, shaping stoncs as altars, digging large rescrvoirs for collecting 
rainwatcr, digging largc rectangular pits or chambcrs (dctcnnincd by somc rcsearch 
workcrs as "tombs" but more l ikcly dcsigncd for sacri ficcs or othcr 1itcs), digging 
channcls sunounding thcm, cxcavating di tTercnt rcccsscs in upright cult rocks or 
other adjaccnt rocks, etc. could bc cxpcctcd as the only pcm1issiblc intervcntions to 
change their original shapc; 

• thc groups or  cult placcs fonning the main sanctuary or Dionysus in Thracc must 
havc rcprcscntcd rocks in thc open without any bui ldings around thcm, i .  c .  they 
must not havc bccn built up or shapcd pieccs rocks, or reprcscnt "tcmples" with high 
walls and roors typical for later cpochs; 

• onc (or sevcral?) or thc cult placcs in such a complex must havc kcpt, until thc 
prcsent days, traces or the round palisade SUITOunding thc altar as dcscribcd by thc 
sources .  Such a palisade obviously must not havc becn vcry high because thc peoplc 
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prcscnt around thc holy place should havc bcen ablc to watch thc flame of the wine 
pourcd on thc altar which was raising over the palisade, i .  e .  it is expected that the 
holcs around thc altar in thc rock in which palisade stakes wcre d1iven must have 
rcmaincd to thc prcscnt timcs; 

• it i s  also expcctcd that a nurnbcr of  cult faci lities situated onc above the other must 
havc bccn uscd for differcnt cult rites just bccausc of their diffcrent positions, the 
highcst one having becn intended in ccrtain cascs for the enlightcncd dcvotees of thc 
cult or for special ritcs; 

• The stane constructions in the arca of  the large cult complex at present should be 
considcrcd as additional constructions of latcr times. In  sorne cases, they probably 
were latcr defensive constructions built up with a view to preventing the destruction 
and the pi l lage of the cult complex in casc of invasions of enemics such as the Celtic 
invasion in thc 3rd ccntury B. C . ;  

• Sincc such a largc complex was situatcd high in thc mountain, it must be cxpccted 
that in thc latcr cpochs (and mainly a fter the Christianity was adoptcd) differcnt 
fo11rcsscs with buildings for their inhabitants must havc been erectcd in this region 
what would make difficult at prcscnt thc categorica! dctennination of the existing 
archacological rnonumcnts as a speci fic early cult site . 

On thc basis or thc in fonnation from thc sourccs it should bc expccted that the great 
cclebrations dcscribcd by thc ancicnt authors and rclatcd to thc cult of Dionysus must havc bcen 
taking place on a cult site in a favourable natural environment. Prophcsies by pouring a holy 
liquid (winc according to thc sources) connccted with thc god over the fire in the holy altar must 
havc bccn told thcrc too. Thc bricf dcscriptions or thc ritc having rcachcd our days allow to 
supposc that a special 1itual holy place without any roof cxistcd. Sincc thc reply of the god was 
judgcd by thc hcight of "thc flame flaring up" obscrvcd by thc pm1icipants in thc rile, it should 
bc supposcd that the fenec or thc cult place was not vc� high, i. c .  the cult place cannot be 
similar to thc wcl l-known big Greck tcmplcs or thc 8111-51 ccnturies B. C. Sincc wc have sccn 
othcr cult placcs in rocks surroundcd by holcs of 1 5-20 cm diamctcr dug in thc rock in a dcpth 
or about 50 cm symmet1ically distributcd ovcr an arca of a diamctcr of 1 0-20 m, wc suppose 
that stakcs wcrc driven in thosc holcs thus fonning thc palisade around the altar and the holy fire 
blazing in it. For this rcason it can bc cxpectcd to sec in the complex of cult placcs fonning the 
main sanctuary of Dionysus a platfom1 cut on a rock di ffcrent from thc surrounding rocks and in 
addition to it stcps lcading to the samc, reccsscs, etc . ,  as wcl l as decp holes fonning a c ircle 
surrounding the holy spacc with thc altar and thc holy fire accessible only to thc p1iests. 
Sacri ficcs in honour of thc god and prophcsies wcre told within this fenced space. Probably it is 
cxactly this spacc that is mcntioncd by the ancicnt authors as thc place in which "cvery animal 
brought in dics", i .  c. it was sacri ficcd in honour of the god. Onc of the significant texts that 
reachcd our days which wc shall quotc fully now again rcads, as follows:"The story goes that 
the hares caught in Crestonia in thc land of thc Bisaltae had two livcrs (two hearts) and that 
therc was a place one plethron long wherc evc1y animal that goes in dies. There is there a large 
and bcautifol temple of Dionysus too, whcre it is said that the fcstivity and the sacri fice were 
taking place, and whcn the god intcnds to make the year fertile, a high flame appears . 
Evc1ybody in thc holy place can sec it. When (he intcnds to make it inferti le, no l ight appears. 
Darkncss covers the place l ikc all thc othcr nights (Aristoteles, 842a,  1 22). 

Whcn wc express above our vicws on what most probably thc main sanctuary of 
Dionysus could havc looked like, wc did not have to construct a presumablc complex of cult 
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faci litics or di ffcrcnt sizc and dcstination probably conccntratcd togcthcr in onc place. In  this 
casc wc havc only describcd by memory a complex or cult placcs in rocks or diffcrcnt type 
visitcd by us at thc foot or thc highcst part of a massi r situated a lmost in thc middle of a large 
val ley sunoundcd by othcr similar spurs of mountains. At thc foot of the mountain dcscribed 
ilnthcr (which should bc probably considcrcd with good grounds as a "holy mountain" in the 
antiquity) therc was a largc spring. I ts water is caught and used at prcsent in thc nearby villagc. 
Thc first of a number or cult placcs is  only about severa! dozcns of mctrcs from the large spring 
that cxi sted thcrc. A rock 7-8 m high resembling a column rises abovc a large levei platfonn. A 
big rccess or a regular shapc has been dug out in thc middle of this column . A relief cult slab 
was placed probably in it. Two horizontal rectangular chambers of 1 . 5 x 0 .8  x 0 .8  m havc bccn 
excavatcd in clase vicinity of thc high stane column ("tombs" according to some rescarch 
workcrs, but probably just facil itics for sacriiiccs and othcr cult ritcs). They are sunoundcd by 
channcls. Thcre arc many dccp holcs of 1 5-20 cm diarnctcr fonning a circle or a diamctcr of 
about 1 5  m around thc high rock. Another ilat rock platfonn has been made at  about 30 m from 
the iirst onc. A rock riscs in thc midd\c too. Thcrc arc also horizontal rectangular chambcrs and 
sunounding channcls around thc lattcr. A third platfonn simi lar to the sccond one is nearby. Ali 
thrcc fonn a triang\c. Bccausc of thc paiticularitics of thc tc1rnin thc only accessible path to 
cl imb up thc mountain passcs through thc thrcc cult placcs describcd and leads to thc peak. So, 
this natural path passcs by many simi lar but sti l! di iTercnt natural rocks around which thcrc arc 
ilat platfonns, stcps, chambcrs, rcccsscs, etc. Almost rectangular stane blocks of about 8x6x6 m 
can bc sccn in severa! placcs. Stcps, chambcrs and rcccsscs arc also madc around thcm. 
Cl imbing up and looking at thc big blocks from abovc, wc can cstablish that thc horizontal 
chambcrs with sunounding channcls havc bcen madc on thc uppcr surfacc of somc or thcm. 
Aflcr climbing up about half a kilomctrc alongside cult placcs similar to thc ones dcscribcd 
abovc, wc reach thc highcst pmt of thc pcak which rcprcsents a rock naturally shapcd (or 
probably artiiicially shaped as it looks likc now) as a block largcr than thc dcscribcd oncs, its 
thrcc sidcs hanging ovcr a stccp prccipicc. A largc watcr rcscrvoir is dug out ncar thc accessiblc 
sidc or thc stane block. lt was half foii or rainwatcr, whcn wc visitcd it in the summcr. 
Platforn1s, stcps, rectangular chambcrs suJToundcd by channcls, rcccsscs, etc. wcrc made around 
in diffcrcnt dircctions .  

Thc complex of various cult facil itics dcscribcd which must be  of Thracian origin in  our 
opinion is on thc tcITitory or today ' s  Republic or Macedonia in thc adjaccnt arcas dcscribcd by 
the ancicnt authors as bclonging to thc Migdonae, thc Crcstonac, the Bisaltac, thc Pconac, thc 
Mcdac, etc. In thc latcr cpochs this mountain casy to bc dciended was surrounded by walls 
fonning a stronghold in which bui ldings wcrc crcctcd for different purpose. Probably part of this 
largc ancicnt cult complex was dcstroycd particularly aflcr adoption of the Christianity. 
Ncvc1thcless, the platfonm, stcps, chambcrs, etc . madc in the rocks have rcmained, and in our 
opinion thcy rcprescnt scrious grounds to supposc that thc main sanctuary of Dionysus famous 
in thc antiquity and dcscribcd by thc ancicnt authors was cxactly in this place. Wc assumc that 
large and small local sanctuaiics or Dionysus wcrc similarly crcatcd in vcry suitablc rocky 
placcs in Ancient Thrace whcrc thc Thracians inhabiting thc ncarby rcgions wcrc worshipping 
this god. lt is possiblc to think that rites and prophcsies wcrc madc in thcse local sanctuarics too. 
Wc draw this conclusion from thc exi stcnce in somc of them of dccp holes for the woodcn 
stakcs fonning a c irclc and probably smTounding thc holy spacc in these sanctumies and frorn 
thc cult faci lities madc in thi s  spacc in thc rocks . In our opinion the sanctuaries in Tatoul and 
Pcrpc1ikon arc such local sanctuaries of Dionysus in Thrace. Thcy wcre transformed in thc 
Roman cpoch into cult tcmplcs built with stoncs in which Dionysus continucd to bc cclebratcd. 
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They wcrc included naturally latcr in the strongholds of  thc local feudal rulcrs during thc 
Christian era. 

We have mentioncd that during the business trips wc wcrc on bcforc 1 989 conncctcd 
with our main job of dcsigning machincs and automatic lincs wc had thc possibi lity to vi sit for a 
short time the largc cult complex dcscribed abovc which is supposcd to be thc main sanctua1y of  
Dionysus in  Thrace. Rctuming to  Bulgaria wc  acquaintcd rcscarch workcrs studying the past of 
thc Thracian lands with our invcstigations. Up to that timc wc have not  yct publishcd any onc of  
our studics in  the ficld of numismatics and histmy of thc Thracian lands. Probably for  this 
reason and bccausc of thc unacceptablc vicw that thc main sanctuaiy of Dionysus must not havc 
bccn in thc Rhodopcs, wc wcrc not cvcn hcard carefully cnough. ln spitc of our proposal to scnd 
competent Bulgarian rcscarch workcrs in this rcgion to visit this cult complex, nobody has takcn 
an intcrcst to carry out such a study . Sincc wc have no financial mea ns avai lablc to vi sit again 
thc cult complex dcscribcd abovc and to takc photos of thc cult placcs includcd in it with a vicw 
to prcsenting it  in a special study, wc have dcfcrrcd this publication up to now. Although this 
infonnation is rnissing, wc offcr this study to our rcadcrs with a view to subrnitting our vicw on 
how argumcnts relatcd to ncw thcscs in this ficld should bc set fo11h, our argumcnts and our 
conclusion drawn that thc main sanctuary of Dionysus in Thracc is not in thc Eastcm Rhodopcs 
but in a rnassi f in thc lands populatcd by the Thracians to thc west of thc Strouma val lcy, as wcll 
as a short dcsc1iption of the stil l  cxisting ruins of thc probablc largc sanctuary. 

Wc think that thc pcrsons dcfcnding latcly thc thcsis that thc main sanctuary of Dionysus 
in Thracc is somcwhcrc in thc rcgion of today ' s  Ea stern Rhodopcs should, bcforc to continue to 
spcak on this subjcct in thc rnass media, havc subrnittcd sufficicnt wcll-groundcd argumcnts in 
support of thcir opinion in thc way adoptcd by scicncc and sufficicnt wcll-groundcd argumcnts 
relatcd to the unsoundncss of opinions simi lar to thc onc submittcd in this study about thc 
location of thc main sanctua1y of Dionysus in south-wcst Thracc. Wc havc no reasons at all to 
suppose that thc majority of the Bulgarian rcscarch workcrs dea ling with thcsc problcms would 
cornmit thcrnsclvcs to support thc thcsis of thc discovc1y2 of thc main sanctumy in Thracc and 
more spccifically in thc rcgion of thc Eastcrn Rhodopcs, thcsis that is not supportcd by any 
imp011ant argumcnts up to now but is fab1icatcd in cvc1y possiblc way as provcn. Thc long 
si lcncc on the problem of  Bulga1ian hi storians considcrcd as lcading by thcir rcscarchcs of thc 
past of Ancient Thracc is surprising. Arc also surprising dcclarations in thc mass media on such 
an impm1ant issuc for thc past of Ancicnt Thracc which arc not sup011cd with thc relevant 
scientific publications and scicnti fic discussions. And this issuc will bccomc a problem from 
now on, sincc stcps arc takcn to include thc main sanctuary of Dionysus "discovcrcd" in thc last 
fcw ycars in thc li st of sitcs of world impm1ancc or, bcttcr, it will bccornc a problem,  whcn thc 
groundlcssncss of such an assumption prescntcd by its discovcrcrs as an alrcady gcncrally 
acceptcd scicntific fact will bc cstablishcd. 

2 Thc cult place in thc Eastcm Rhodopcs dcclarcd latcly to bc thc main sanctuary of Dionysus has bccn studicd 
many timcs by somc of thc mast eminent Bulgarian rcscarch workcrs of which wc shall mcntîon prof. l\'an 
V cnedîkov. Thc conclusions drawn from thesc studîcs. for whîch arguments havc bccn adduced. arc that ît  
represcnts one of the numerous Thrac îan sanctuaries în rocks thc tcrrîtory of whîch was uscd în latcr cpochs to mect 
thcir rcquircments as shown by past. presen! and future În\'cstîgatîons în thc samc. What will not be cstablished. în 
our opinion. by thc ncw archaeological in\'cstîgatîons are ccrtaînly thc proofs that thc maîn sanctuary of Dîonisus in 
Thrace mcntioned by the ancient authors was there. 
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ZONES SACREES - ZONES PUBLIQUES CHEZ LES 

GETO-DACES 

George Trohani (Bucarest - Roumanie) 

Mots-cles: Geto-Daccs, âtrcs dccorcs, constructions de culte, zones sacrees, zoncs publiques. 

Des nombrcux articlcs ct ctudcs apparucs Ies dcmiers deccnnies presentent divers 
problcmcs conccmant des aspects rclati fs aux pratiques cultuellcs dans le monde des thraces et 
des gcto-daccs Et un nombre non petit de discutions poscnt la question de l ' attribution d'une 
pa1tie des constructions comme foycrs de culte - tcmplcs. Ainsi, des constructions ayant une 
abside ou contcnant des âtres, parfois dccorcs, d 'autre constructions d'une fom1e circulaire ou 
rcctangulaire, mais pour cc demicr cas ayant a lcur interieur des supports de colonnes -
tambours - sont presentcs par la plus grande partie de specialistes comme etant des temples 1 • 

Le problCmc est bcaucoup plus compliquc parce que non seulement la fonne 
geomctriquc d' unc construction dctern1ine implicitcment aussi son râle social .  On sait le fait 
qu ' i l  y a des constructions circulaircs ou a abside, f"cmne qui apparaît depuis la fin du 
neolithiquc, ct qui etaicnt uti lisecs commc ctablcs pour Ies animaux2 . 

Pour cela, lors de l ' att1ibution d 'un cc1tain râle a unc construction on doit avoir en vue, a 
part la fonnc el Ies dimcnsions, la composition de I '  cspace inte1ieur, 1 ' inventaire, mais aussi 
l ' cmplaccment topographiquc dans le cadre de l ' ctablisscment3 . 

I I  y a un qua11 de sicclc ( 1 980) Tadeusz Makicwicz ct A. Prinke4 ont emis des 
possibi litcs theorctiques d ' idcnti iication des lieux sacrcs. En pa1tant du critc1ium de la repetition 
el de la situation cxccptionnclle, ainsi quc Carstcns Colpe5 cn 1 970, ils ont etabl i  pour 1 O sites, 
du lusacicn jusqu 'aux IX-cme - XI-cmc sicclcs ap.J .C . ,  la possibilite d'attribution de zoncs 

1 A voir entre autres : H. Daicoviciu, Dacia de la Burehisra la rncerirea romană. Cluj , 1 972, p . 1 6 1 - 1 62, 2 1 4; M.  
Cic ikova, )/{ep11uw·11121Ku n:12111uc11111'1ec1-.-rJu '.Jnoxu R c/Jpa1'Ull (Jertvelniki ellinisticeskoi epohi v Fraki i) ,  Studia 
Thracica I .  1 975. p.  1 80- 1 94 ;  T.  Makiewicz, Ornamenred a/Tars and "'.(irehirds " from rhe Iran Age in Europa, 
A.A. 24, 1 976. p. I 03- 1 83 ;  T.  Makiewicz. Cllnceming rhe origins of Thracian and Dacian a/Tars and rirualisric 

firehed1·. A.A. 25 ,  1 977, p. 1 79- 1 87 ; I. Glodariu. l 'origine de la conceprion archirecronique des sancruaires daces 
cirrnlaires. Thraco-Dacica I ,  1 976. p. 249-258 ;  I .  Glodariu. Arhirecrura dacilor, Cluj-Napoca, 1 98 3 ;  D. 
Antonescu, lnrroducere în arhirecfura dacilor. Bucarest, 1 984; G.  Trohani. !nfluences hellenisriques dans la 
dernrarion des ârres gero-daces, Ancient '.'vfacedonia IV, 1 986, p. 66 1 -666; V. Sirbu, Oameni şi zei în lumea geru­
dacilor!Man and Gllds in rhe Gero-Dacian World. Braşov, 2006. 
2 1\'.M. W. de Vries, la maison a ahside en !rafie er Ies relarions halcaniques. Pulpudeva III. Sofia, 1 989, p .  3 1 8 .  
3 G.  Trohani, Cenrres de producrion - cenrres Sllcio-spiriruels dam le monde gefo-dace de la Plaine du Danube. 
Acta Centri Historiae „Terra Antique Balcanica''. Veliko Tîmovo. 1 986.  L p. 83-86 .  
4 T. Makiewicz, A.  Prinke. Theorefical possihileries of idenrifj·ing a sacral place, dans Przeglad Archeologicznz, 
28, 1 980. p. 57-90. 
< C. Colpe. Theoretische Moglichkeiten zur ldentifizierung von Heiligttimem und Interpretation von Opfem in ur­
und prăhistorischen Epochen. dans Vorgeschitlichen Heil igtfirrner und Opfcrplatze in Mittel- und Noreuropa, 
Gottingen. t. 74. 1 970. p. 1 8-39.  
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sacrcs. Nous meme, cnsemble avec natre regrette col leguc Nicolas Conovici, nous avans emis -
i i  y a 20 ans - quelques hypothcscs dans ce scns6 . 

En partant de ces idecs, mais aussi commc suite des rcchcrches ante1ieures, on peut, nous 
l ' csperons, pouvoir dcmontrcr l 'existence de constructions de culte ainsi que de ce11aines zoncs 
sacrees dans des etablissements des geto-daces. 

En cc qui concerne l 'cmplacemcnt de la zone sacree a l ' inte1ieur d 'un etabli ssemcnt on 
peut obscrver deux situations : I )  son cmplacement dans une zone a pcu prcs centrale ; 2) son 
emplacemcnt au bord de I' etablisscmcnt. 

Pour le cas des etablissemcnts plus intensivemcnt fouilles on a pu observer que dans 
ce11aines zoncs  se trouvaicnt : la construction I ma ison pour le culte (le temple), des 
constructions atelicrs contenant des fours de poticr ou pour preparer Ies metaux, des fosses ou 
des constructions ayant un invcntaire a part - des vascs deposes ritucllcmcnt, des osscmcnts 
d 'animaux sacri fies, des enteITcmcnts rituels. 

Ainsi, a Chirnogi (a 6 km NO d' Olteniţa, dep. de Călăraşi), vers l ' cxtremitc d' est de 
l ' etablissernent geto-dace du point « Rudă1ie » on a dccouvcrt7 : 

a) de la premiere moitie du 1 1 -c siccle av.J .C - l ' Habitation no. 20, qui avait l ' âtrc dCtruit 
volontairemcnt et rcnverse ; l 'Habitation no. 1 3 , a l ' interieur de la quel les se trouvait Ic squclctte 
d 'un cnfant ; la Fossc no. 20, avec des osscmcnts d 'animaux. 

b) de la deuxicmc moitic du I I-c sicclc av.J .C. l 'Habitation no. 1 4  supcrposee par 
l ' Habitation no. 1 2, de la premiere moitie du 1 -cr siccle av.J .C . ,  d 'unc fonne pentagonale ct 
contenant dcux âtrcs, des quel un de grandcs dimcnsions ct avcc des vascs (dcux amphores, un 
brac, un bocal etc) tout au taur de lui .  Ccs dcux habitations etaicnt dcstinecs, probablemcnt, au 
culte .  

c)  de la premiere moitie du 1-cr sicclc av .J .C la Fossc no .  I I ,  probablement une 
habitation detruite cn grande pmtic, contenant un faur ; la Fosse no. 1 3 ,  qui contcnait dans le 
support d 'une fruiticre des picds d'oiscaux cnroules dans des plaqucs cn bronze ; l ' Habitation -
Atelier no. 1 1 , avcc dcux fours pour fondrc des rnetaux ct un âtrc ; la Fossc no. I 8 ,  contcnant 
unc tres grande quantite d'osscments d 'animaux ; et un Faur cn plcin air. 

La situation est d 'unc cc11ainc mcsure scmblablc a Popcşti8 (20 km oucst de Bucarcst) ou 
dans la zone centrale  du sud-est de l ' etablisscmcnt se trouvait l ' ainsi dit palais-tcmplc qui etait 
entoure par divers constructions contenant des fours ct des âtrcs, beaucoup de ccs dcrnicrs etant 
dccorcs. A Piscu Crăsani, sur la Ialomiţa, au centre de la Plaine Roumaine, dans la zone centrale 
se trouvait un grand âtre-autcl ,  decore, situation semblablc a Brad9 ( l ' antique Zargidava, sur le 
Siret). lei, dans cc dcrnier ctablissement, au taur d 'unc place centrale, pavee avcc des pierrcs de 
ruisseau et qui a fonctionnec un tcmps plus Jang, se trouvaicnt des constructions civilcs el de 
culte de premiere imp011ance : un « palais » ayant plusicurs chambres, des quellcs unc avec 
abside (de la dernicre phasc d'habitat), un sanctuaire avcc trois phases evolutives, un faur pour 
le pain, l ' entre dans ! ' acropole qui avait unc li aison directe avcc la place centrale, ainsi quc 
plusieurs constructions plus 1ichcs. A Vlădiccasca l 'habitation avec un âtre decan� se trouvait, 
de memc, dans la zone centrale de l ' etablissement 1 0 . 

6 N. Conovici .  G .  Trohani, Sanctuare şi zone sacre la gel o-daci, Revista de Istoric 2. 1 988 .  p. 205-2 1 4. 
7 G. Trohani. Săpâturile arheologice e(ec/uate la Chirnogi, jud. Ilfiiv, în anii 1 9 71 - 1 9 72, CcrcctArh. MNIR I, 1 975 ,  
p. 1 27- 1 4 1 . 
� R. Vulpe, Aşeuiri getice din Muntenia. Bucarcst. 1 966. 
9 V. Ursachi, Sanc/11arul de la Zargidava. Magazin Istoric 3 (204), 1 984. p. 60-6 1 .  
J <J G. Trohani. Raporl asupra sâpciturilor arheologice e(ect11a/e în aşezarea gelo-dacicâ de la Vlădiceasca. jud. 
llfiiv. în anul 1 9 7  3. CcrcctArh MNIR I, 1 975.  p. 1 58 ,  fig. 2 .  
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En cchange, a Căţelu Nou 1 1  (aujourd'hui a l 'cxtremite d 'cst de Bucarcst), dans la partic 
du nord de l '  etablisscmcnt se trouvait, iso lee des autres complexes, une huttc enfouillce avec un 
âtre au dchors, habitation qui avait eu unc util isation d'atelier pour un forgcron du premier 
nivcau d'habitat, et du dcuxicmc nivcau d'habitat plusieurs âtres en plein air, des quel un, le seul 
rectangulaire, ayant Ies bords dccorcs avec des lignes incisces qui constituaient un cadre, ainsi 
qu'aussi un faur de potier. 

Nous desirons, de mcme, rcmcttre cn discutions la situation de Sannizegetusa, la capitale 
de l a  Dacic, ou la VII I-c tcrrasse, avcc des ateliers, est situee dans le tout prcs voisinage des IX­
e - Xl-e tcrrasscs, cellcs avcc des templcs. A Pccica 1 2  ( l ' antique Ziridava, a l 'cxtremite d'oucst 
de la Roumanic) I' cvcntucl sanctuairc rond, plus ancicn, et I ' habitation temple avcc une abside 
se trouvent aux alcntours d 'unc habitation atelier. De mcme, â Ocniţa 13 (Bmidava, sur I 'Olt) et 
Bâtca Doamnei 1 4 (cn Molda vie, plus au nord de Brad) Ies habitations atclicrs se trouvent non 
loin des habitation ou de complcxes ayant un râle ritucl . 

D ' aprcs Ies obscrvations faitcs on a pu observer qu 'cn certains cas Ies fours ct Ies 
constructions ateliers se trouvaicnt aux bords des ctablisscments, fait d'ai l lcurs parfaitement 
cxplicablc du point de vuc hygicniquc rnais aussi pour la sccuritc de la col lectivite. Mais 
souvcnt, de meme aux bords des ctablisscmcnts, ct surement non par hasard, ct toujours dans la 
zone respective, se trouvaicnt Ies complcxes qui avaicnt un certain râle cultuel .  On pcut ainsi 
parler d 'unc cventucllc zone sacrcc pour Ic cas d 'une pm1ic des ctablisscments gcto-daces, zone 
ou se trouvaicnt la construction pour Ic culte, divers complexcs ritucllcs, Ies fours ct Ies atclicrs . 

Et partant· d' ici nous croyons qu' i l  ne faut pas ncgligcr Ic râle qu' accomplissaient Ies 
pcrsonnes qui travail laicnt avcc le fcu 15 - c'est-â-dire Ies forgcrons ct Ies potiers. Eux, commc 
maîtres du icu, pouvaicnt rcaliscr Ic passage d'un ctat a un autrc, i l s  pouvaicnt donc changcr Ic 
mondc. Par la production d'outillcs, uti liscs spccialcmcnt dans l 'ag1iculture, mais aussi de vascs 
ceramiques dans Ies quels SC gardaicnt ou on prcparaicnt Ies resultats de l ' agriculture, objcts qui 
jouaicnt un râle magique dans Ic culte de la fe11ilite et de la icconditc. Et Ies anncs produitcs par 
Ies mcmcs forgcrons accompagnaicnt l 'heros decede dans sa tombc. Dans cc sens, celui qui 
produisait des parcils objcts dcvient unc des personncs importantes de la collcctivitc. Et Ic licu 
ou lui ii travail lait, son atelier, dcvcnait un licu sacre qui ne doit pas Ctrc loin de la maison de 
rasscmblcmcnt ou de la place ou on app011aicnt des offrandcs, de la construction pour Ic culte de 
l a  col lcctivitc. 

Par cctte sommaire prcscntation d' idecs nous csperons attircr l ' attention sur la ncccssitc 
d 'unc rcchcrche integrale des ctablisscmcnts ct de l ' etude, mcmc avcc un surplus d'attention, 
des zones marginalcs qui pcuvcnt cachcr cncore beaucoup de surprises. 

1 1  V .  Leahu, Raport asupra sâpă111rilor arheologice efectuale în 1 960 la Câţelu Nou. Cercetări Arheologice în 
Bucureşti, 1 963 , p.  1 5-47; idem, Săpăturile arheologice de la Căţelu Nou, CAB II, 1 965, p. 55-67. 
1 2  I .H. Crişan, Ziridava, Arad, 1 978, p.  48,  I 06- 1 08 .  
1 3  D.  Bcrciu, Buridava dac iul, Bucarcst, 1 98 1 .  
1 4  N. Gostar, Cetăţi dacice din Moldova, Bucarcst, 1 969. 
J <  M. Eliade, Forgerons el alchi111istes, Paris, 1 956.  
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LE SANCTUAIRE DACE DE BRAD 

Vasile Ursachi (Roman - Roumanie) 

Mots-cles : Geto-Daccs, constructions de culte, invcntairc, zones sacrees, zones publiques .  

Panni Ies constructions, tout a fait specialcs, decouvertes dans la fortercsse Dace de Brad on 
pcut aussi mcntionncr le sanctuaire rond cn bois, situe a la profondcur de 1 ,55 m, dans Ies c. 1 -7 des 
scctions XXV-XXVII (Fig. 1). En mcmc tcmps dans la categorie des amenagcments de culte 
decouvc1tcs a Brad pcuvcnt ctre inclucs la construction a abside, de grande dimensions, le soit nomme 
palais ct l 'habitation de smface de I' etablisscmcnt ouvert, a plusieurs piliers en bois, fonnant une 
construction rcctangulairc speciale, dont nous avans deja parle a une autre occasion, tout comme d'un 
nombrc considerablc de fosscs a clair caractere rcligicux. 

Dans Ic prescnt discours nous al lons mcttrc cn evidence seulemcnt Ic sanctuaire 
decouvc11 dans la paitic SV de I ' acropole, celui qui de point de vue de la construction nous a 
revele plusicurs phascs. La premiere phasc SC presente sous la fonne d 'unc platcfonne 
rcctangulairc de tcnc j aunc bicn battuc et brulec au rougc, ayant unc margc longuc de 14 m ct 
l 'autrc plus courtc de 8 m, dont l ' micntation etait SSE-VNV. Sur la marge plus courte, celle de 
nord-oucst, a mcmc Ic bord, ont ete dccouvcrtcs 1 2  fosscs des pilicrs ( 1 - 1 2), de fonne ronde, 
tres pcu cnfoncecs dans l ' amas de lene glaisc, disposecs en lignc, en marquant lcs limitcs d 'un 
edi fice. Lcur rangcmcnt imposc la conclusion sclon laqucllc Ic nombre de ces fosscs etait plus 
grand, mais Ies constructions ultericurcs ont cause !cur disparition. 11 est sur quc lcur fonction 
etait celle de rcnfcnncr unc cspace sur unc ccrtainc margc (Fig. 2). 

Sur Ic cote SV une autrc rangcc des fosscs, au nombrc de 19 ( 1 8-36) cette fois bcaucoup plus 
cnfoncecs dans l 'amas de tcITe glaise, en la pcn;:ant, avaient la fonne ronde dont Ies dimcnsions 
vmiaicnt cnvirons O, 1 5-0,30 m en diametre ct la profondcur de 0,20-0, 70 m. Cette rangec des fosscs se 
trouvait cnvirons O, 75 m a l 'inte1ieur de la platcfonnc de tcrrc glaisc. 

Paral lelcmcnt a la rangce des fosscs situecs sur Ic cote nord-oucst, au nivcau de la dcrnierc 
fossc sur Ic cote SV ont etc dccouvcrtcs autrc 5 fosscs ( 1 3- 1 7), disposecs cn rangec a la prolongation 
dcsqucllcs sur unc distancc cnviron 2,5 m se trouvait unc poutrc cn bois carbonisee, suivie sur le cote 
NV par d'autrcs trois fosscs (47-49) pcu cnfoncccs, disposccs, de mcme, cn rangce tout comme une 
continuation du parois qui dcvrait cxistcr, marquc par Ies dcux rangecs des fosses ( 1 3- 1 7; 47-49) et la 
poutrc carbonisec qui pmtagcait en dcux la platcfonne de tcrre glaise. A la proximite des rangecs des 
fosses 47-49 ont ete dccouvc1tcs cncore dcux fosscs, pcu cnfoncees (50, 5 1  ). Le nombre des fosses sur 
Ic cote SV pouvait ctrc plus grand, mais a cause du fait que nous n'avons pas enleve la zone de terre 
glaise melangcc au gravis qui constituc Ic sanctuaire rond, dane la troisieme phase, ceux-ci n'ont pas 
pu fare rctrouvecs. 

I I  est tres faci le a observer quc la rangee des fosscs sur le cote SV ct la troisieme rangee 
du NV fonnent un angle droit. li est di fficile a preciser qu ' cl ic etait la signification de ces 
fosses, rcspcctivemcnt des piliers qui etaicnt cnfonccs cn elles, a l ' interieur de I' edifice, mais 
nous ne pouvons pas exclurc, de maniere quc nous avans deja  montre, le possible 
compartimentation de I ' interi cur. En tout cas i i  n 'y avait aucunc liaison a la resistance de l a  
construction d'autant plus qu ' i ls  ne  se  trouvaicnt quc sur dcux cotes de  cel le-ci. Quoi qu' i l  fUt 
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leur râle sur la rangce du SV, la rangec des fosscs de l ' intcrieur, respectivcrncnt 1 3- 1 7  ct 47-49, 
constituait unc paroi qui partageait la construction dans deux parties inegales. La partie vers le 
bout N de la poutre carbonisce ct la fossc no. 49 ont Cte troublees par I ' arncnagement d'une 
alveole, orientee SSV-NNE, qui pen;:ait la plateforn1e de la tcrre glaise, ayant le Jang axe de 3 ,5  
m et le court de I m, a profondeur de O, 15  m, a I ' interieur desquels on a trouve bcaucoup de 
cendrcs et de charbon en bois. Nous ne sommes pas capables a attribuer un râle ou une 
signi fication a cet amenagement. En tout cas cel le-ci a aiTecte, probablemcnt, la paroi existante 
ou l 'entree dans la deuxiemc chambre de ) 'edi fice. 

En exceptant Ies fosses qui avaicnt un smt d'ordre a l 'interieur de la construction, de cote SE 
apparaisscnt encorc 9 fosscs (37-49), qui pcuvcnt Ctre miscs cn liaison avec unc annexe de I 'edifice, 
probablemcnt une entree amenagcc, tandis que sur le cote NE ii y avait une fossc plus largc ( 46), qui 
peut ctre lice a la rcsistancc de la conslruction, puisquc a cct endroit on pcut aussi obscrver unc 
reduction de l 'cpaisscur de la paroi, marquce par la tranchc de fondation. 

Sur unc distance environ 9,5 m, du cote NE de la construction, nous est apparn unc tranchc de 
fondation d'un mur ou d'une paroi, remplie de torchis en provcnant des parois, qui diminuc cn largeur 
peu a peu, en cornmcrn;:ant de NV vers le SE. Scs dimensions sont cnviron 0,70 m ct 0,38 m en largeur 
et environ 0,50 et 0,30 m en cpaisseur. Quand mcme, ii est curicux que celte tranche de fondation se 
trouve seulcment sur une des cotes el la seulcmcnt sur une pmtion. 

Chronologiquement toutes ccs constructions sont conternporaincs, constituant l a  
premiere phasc de  construction e t  d 'utilisation de  cc bâtimcnt. Toujours a celte phasc 
appaitiennc la face cxterieure d'une partic du torchis qui constituait la platefonne de la chambrc, 
puisque an a pu identifier Ies traces des doigts qui ont ctcndu la terre glaise de maniere radiale. 
L ' existcnce de 3-4 superficies supcrposccs rnontrc la rcpetition de celte opcration a plusieurs 
fois .  Sur quclques portions de la surfacc de la platcfonne de torchis on a dccouvc11 une grande 
quantitc des cendrcs fines el des poutrcs carbonisccs, cn se remarquant un bâton en bois, trcs 
droit, dont la longucur depassait I m.  

La dcuxicme phase de conslruction el  d' uti lisation de cette zone est rcprcscntcc par 
l 'cdi iice a abside, qui utili se sculcrncnt unc partic de la platcfonne en torchis. L ' abside a Ic point 
maximal de courburc sur Ic milieu du cote nord-ouesl, la ou disparaisscnt quclqucs fosses de la 
rangcc qui la dclimitc, ses cimes s ' appuyant sur Ic dcmicr pil ier de la rangcc du cote SV et la fin 
de la tranche de fondation du NV (Fig. 3). 

La construction de I 'abside a etc rcaliscc, probablcment, sculemcnt cn bois, selon Ies 
traces laissccs dans I' am as de torchis, unc alveole de 4-5 cm ayant la largeur cnviron 1 5  cm. Le 
plus curieux c ' cst quc celle construction se trouvait a l ' intcrieur de l ' autre plus ancicnnc, aux 
parois cn branchcs liecs par de la terrc . Les traccs de la paroi de ! ' abside, cn bois, sont rcstccs 
jusqu ' a la surface du torchis ,  ce qui signi fic quc le demier a brulc cn mcmc temps que la 
construction, cn dcssous Ies dcbris de celle-ci I ' incendic se poursuivant sans oxygcnc ce qui a 
donnc le bois carbonise. Sur l e  cote SV, dans l 'amas de tcnc glaise avcc du gravicr qui a servit 
de platefonnc pour Ic sanctuaire rond, on observe la rncmc tranche, sur unc ctcndue cnviron 6,5 
m,  en continuation de la courbure absidale, qui pcut ctrc mise cn liaison au paroi en bois bnîle 
qui a provoquc unc dcscendue de la tcrrc dans celte zone, ultcrieurcrnent nivelee. San 
deplaccment vers SV pasc Ic probleme de la dffom1ation de la construction a abside, qui aurait 
dans ccs conditions Ies longues cotces asyrnelliqucs, le cote SE etant plus longuc que celui 
absidal. II s' agirait, probablement, d 'unc anncxe, dont la fonne est assez curicuse, dans la pa1tie 
SV et smtout vers le sud, la ou le torchis brulc au muge ct un nombrc de 9 fosscs des pilicrs ( 1 -
9), appartcnant a la phase a abside, justifienl natre supposition. 
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Au coin SE de la construction i i  y avait une annexe, de fonne rcctangulaire cnviron 4,5 x 
4 m, qui constituait, probablemcnt, l 'cntree. Selon Ies traces, une couche assez cpaisse des 
cendrcs fi.nes (5-7 cm) et Ies fosscs des pilicrs (37-43), on peut affinncr quc celle-ci ctait rcalisce 
seulement en bois ctant recouvcrtc au roscau ou bois. Celle-ci a cte uti lisee pendant Ies deux 
phases de la construction et probablemcnt meme dans la periode du sanctuaire rond, sans avoir, 
evidemment, la meme fonnc. I I  faut mcntionner que Ies deux phascs de construction de ! ' edi fice 
constituent une etape d'uti lisation, probablcment pour des raisons religieuses, antcricure au 
sanctuaire rond et aussi que celle zone n ' ctait auire chose quc Ic perimetre sacre de cet 
etablissement. En faveur de cettc hypothese viendront d'autrcs clcments qui ont etc signalcs 
anterieurement, commc i i  suit : a) l 'endroit se trouvc ă la proximitc d'unc place centrale, pavc 
en piene de la riviere, surp1isc dans Ies scctions VI I I ,  IX, XXI J J  et XXIV ; b) sur toute la 
surface qui commcncc dcpuis Ic c .  8 jusqu 'au c. 2 1  de S 1/ 1 993 - 1 994, sur unc distance environ 
28 m de longucur et environ 6-7 m en largcur, dans Ies dcux demiers nivcaux Daces, 
respcctivemcnt Ic Ier s .  av. J. Chr. Ic I l e  s .  apr. J .  Chr. , i i  n'y avait pas d'autrc habitation ou 
complexe 1 • II est ccrtes que nous somrnes devant une cc1taine organisation interne de 
l ' etablissemcnt, du moins sur ! ' acropole. Celte place ctait dclimitec par une autrc grande 
construction ă plusieurs chambrcs, dont une ă abside dccouvcrte en S V-X, vers la partic Est2, 
l ' entree sur I ' acropole dans la partic Nord3 et celte zone sacrce dans la partic Oucst. Sous Ies 
dcbris du torchis, melce a ceux-ci a etc dccouvertc une grande quantitc des tcssons et d 'autrc 
objcts, quc nous al lons prescnter cn cc qui suit : 

ccramique travaillcc ă la main cn pâte fine vemie ă l 'cxte1icur, on a dccouvcrt 82 fragmcnts cn 
provenant de 3 jancs, unc coupe ă decor cn relief a l ' intcricur ct unc fruiticre giise ; 2 fruiticrs, un 
jaITe et un petit plat, noirs, vernis ; 2 fruitiers ct 2 janes rougcâtrcs ; 
ccramique poreuse, grossicrc, a differents ingrcdients, 250 fragments cn provcnant de - 24 
jarres, 4 cassolettcs, un fragment de ceramique a decor cn relief, probablement d 'un âtre 
portati C des fragments de croute d'âtre . Le decor est rca lisc par Ies moti fs suivants : des 
boutons ronds simplcs ou a 3-4 alveolcs ; des boutons combincs a raie alveole ; goulottcs, 
raie alveole ; 
ccramique travail lce a la rouc reprcscntcc par 50 fragmcnts de 5 fruiticres, 5 brocs, un 
kantharos ct unc passoire cn pâtc fine grisâtrc, une cana, un kantharos ct une fruiticrc Dace 
pcintc, une fruiticrc, un jarrc et une amphore rouge d' importation. 

Sur la mcmc surfacc on a aussi dccouvert des oscs d 'animaux, quelques uns bnîlcs, 
charbon en bois, cendres, 5 fragments des picncs plates aux traces de brU!ure, une fusai"olc a 

decor ct un objct de ccramique a debut de trou. 
Des constructions a abside ont etc dccouvc1tcs dans plusieurs etablissements des Daces. 

Memc dans I' ctablissemcnt de Brad, toujours sur I '  acropole, pendant plusicurs campagnes de 
fouillcs a etc retrouvcc unc maison a abside, ayant plusieurs chambres, chacunc d'clles pourvuc 
d 'un âtre au milieu4 . 

Ă Popeşti, unc construction de grandcs dimensions ( 1 1 /7,5 m) avait un cote ă abside 
dans la partie NNV et prcsentait a l ' interieur des âtrcs omcmentaux5 . 

1 Ursachi, V . ,  Zargidava. Cetatea dacică de la Brad, Bucureşti. 1 995.  p. 1 2 . fig. 2 .  
1 Idem. Cercetări arheologice efectuale de Muzeul de Istorie din Roman. Carpica I, 1 968. p.  1 7 1 - 1 84. 
' Idem, Zargidava. p .  99- 1 1 1 .  
4 !hidem. p. 5 1 -53 .  fig. 1 8 . 
'

Vulpe. R. Aşezări dacice din Muntenia, Bucureşti. 1 966, p. 32-3 3 ;  MCA VI, 1 957,  p. 308-309; MCA VIL 1 960. p .  
327-328. 
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Ă. Piatra-Roşie i i  y avait une construction a abside, qui n 'est autre chose qu' une simple 
habitation sans fonction religieuse6 . De mcme, a Pecica-Arad, pres du sanctuaire rond ii y avait 
une construction a abside, orientce NNV-SSE, ayant un âtre a l ' interieur et des parois 
omementes. Toujours a son intcrieur on a aussi trouve un fragment d'un âtre portatif7 . 

L 'enceinte absidale du milieu du sanctuaire calendrier de Sannizegetusa puisse aussi etre 
mentionnee, mais seulement en tant qu 'analogie concemant cette fonne utilisee aux sanctuaires 
de la zone sacree8 . 

Ă. Bucarest - Lacul Tei et Cetăţeni9 - deux autres constructions a abside completent le 
tableau concemant l ' existence des certaines edifices aux fonctions religieuses ou aux elements 
tout a fait speciaux, qui pourraient servir aux activites l iees a la rel igion. 

En tout cas, Ies elcments communs, tels I' orientation vers NNV des absides, I' existence 
des âtres omementces, des parois aussi omementees, des restes des âtres mobiles, tout comme la 
position a l ' interieur des ctablissements, nous donnent la possibilite d'admettre qu' i l  s ' agirait 
des vraies sanctuaires. En tenant compte de la situation de Brad, ces sanctuaires pourraient 
constituer une etape plus ancienne dans Ies constructions religicuses, qui precedaient Ies 
sanctuaires ronds aux piliers en bois .  Par Ic mcmc raisonnement l ' existence des certains 
sanctuaires rcctangulaircs aux tambours en bois pourront aussi constituer une etape 
intcnncdiairc des dcux typcs de sanctuairc ou meme une phase anterieure a ceux-ci .  La datation 
precise constitue I '  clement esscnticl a la solution du probleme de leur evolution constructive. Si  
l a  disposition sur des rangecs du groupe des pil iers de ! ' edifice a abside de Brad peut etre mise 
cn !ia ison aux sanctuaircs rcctangulaires en bois, tels celui de Barboşi 1 0, alors nous pouvons 
admettrc qu' i ls  represcntent la premiere etape dans l ' evolution des sanctuaires Daces des 
ctablisscments de type dava. 

La demicre construction de culte de cettc zone qui designe la troisieme phase du sanctuaire est 
reprcsentee par le sanctuaire rond, qui se constitue dans une platefonnc de torchis, restee d'une 
construction antc1ieure, dctruite par Ic feu, nivelee par Ies constructew-s de la nouvclle construction et 
retouchce dans Ies endroits ou Ic torchis avait disparu, anin d'aniver a une forme ronde, a l 'aide d'une 
couchc d'argile jaune et du gravicr, soit par de la tcrre noire cendreuse de nivcllement, bien tassee, en 
fonnant la platcfonne. Celle la recouverte presque sur toute sa superficic d'une ermite blanche 
calcaire ctait entource d'une rangce des piliers (colonnes) cn bois dont Ies fosses se trouvaient environs 
1 0- 1 5  cm plus bas. Cette ditlerence ctait donnce par Ic niveau du passagc et l 'epaisseur de la couche 
du torchis (Fig. 4). 

Les pilicrs en bois, de fonne ronde, etaient disposes aux distances inegales, pour 
s ' enfoncer environs 0,65 - 0,70 m cn dessous Ic niveau de passage. Les fosses, faciles a suivre, 
en raison de leur remplissage par de la terre cendreuse ct des rcstes du bois pourri ou brule des 
piliers , avaicnt la fonnc cylindrique dont Ic diametre variait entre 0,25-0,40 m. Quelque unes, 
tellcs la fossc no. 29, avaicnt Ic fond clargit, cn lemne de c loche. 

Les quelques grandcs fosscs, nos. 1 6, 23 ,  3 1 ,  33, font d'autant plus exception, non 
seulement cn raison d 'avoir des piliers plus gros, mais, probablemcnt, parce qu' i l s  ont ete 
changes a plusieurs fois, d'ou l 'elargissemcnt de la fossc. En tout cas ii faut considerer qu' au 

6 Daicoviciu, C . ,  Cetatea dacică de la Piatra Roşie, Bucureşti, 1 954, p. 50-55 ,  fig. 1 7-20. 
7 Crişan, H. I., Ziridava. Arad, 1 978,  p. 1 06- 1 08 ;  Idem, A cta Ml\ 3,  1 966, p. 92. 
8 Daicoviciu, C. el a/ii, SCIV 3, 1 952, p. 283-287; Daicoviciu, H., Dacia de la Burehista la cucerirea romană, Cluj, 
1 972, p. 235-262. 

9 Rosetti, V.D., Câteva aşezâri şi locuinţe preistorice din preajma Bucureştilor. Bucureşti, 1 932, p. 1 2, fig. 23; 
Vulpe, R., op. cit . . p .  3 3 .  
1 0  Gostar, l\'., Cetăţile dacice din Moldova. Bucureşti, 1 969, p. 1 8- 1 9. 
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rnois a la surfacc du sol Ies pilicrs avaicnt la rncme dimension ou des dimensions proches, tout 
commc on peut obscrvcr sur la grande majoritc des fosses.  II n 'cst pas exclu que Ies fosses des 
cc11ains pilicrs soicnt plus largcs cn raison du fait qu'on devrait imposcr l ' assurance d ' une 
distance a pcu pres egale entrc ceux-ci, cc qui pennettait leur plus facile deplacement. 

La distance entre Ies piliers est gencralement environ 0,75 - 1 m, mais ils ne nous 
manquent pas Ies situations ou i i  s ' agit des differences plus grandes, tcl les celles entre Ies pi liers 
nos. 4 et 5 ( cnviron 1 ,40 rn), nos. 1 1  ct 1 2  ( environ 1 ,25 m) ou nos. 26 et 27 ( environ 1 ,  1 5  m). 
Nous ne connaissons pas la valeur constructive ou la signification de ces differences, mais nous 
sommcs d'avis qu ' aux constructions de ccs proportions cl les n 'etaient pas tres dissonantes, affin 
de dirninucr la valcur de ! ' edi fice ou rneme d'etre observees plus facilement. Puisque dans le  
rappmt prclirninaire des  foui llcs de l ' annee 1 982 Ies  di fferences que nous avions signales etaient 
mises sur Ic compte des rcchcrchcs pas cncore achevees, a present toutes lcs donnes font le 
resultat de la rcchcrchc exhaustive de la zone du complexe respecti f. Ainsi disant ces differences 
cxistaicnt dans la construction du sanctuairc. 

II est a rncntionncr quc plusieurs des fosses des piliers nos. 7, 1 5 , 28,  32 se trouvent 
cnviron O, 1 5  - 0,50 m vers I ' inte1icur de la construction et Ies fosses nos. 1 0  et 36 environ O, 1 5  
voir 0,30 m vers son cxtericur, a des distanccs tres courtcs face a la  rangee des fosses du 
sanctuaire. En mernc temps, trois fosses nos . 47, 48, 49, appartcnant a ce niveau de Ia 
construction, sont disposees beaucoup vers son intcrieur dans la zone de NE. Si pour Ies 
positions des fosscs nos .  28,  30 ct 36  nous pouvons supposer une necessite l iec a I '  existence des 
ce11aincs fosscs des vivrcs ou de culte dans l ' i111mediate proximi te, soit qu ' elles etaient util isees 
a l ' epoquc, soit quc la tcITe aninec de !cur rernplissage ne favorisait la stabilite du pilier, pour 
Ies pil icrs nos. 1 O ct 1 5  nous n ' avans pas une cxplication plausible de leur rctraite dans la zone 
fonctionncllc du sanctuairc ou vers son cxterieur. La situation est la memc pour Ies deux fosses 
plus grandes ct celle plus petite nos. 47, 48, 49, de l ' intericur du sanctuaire. 

D 'aprcs lcur position, Ies fosses nos. 1 -39, tout commc Ies sept (nos .  40-46) que nous 
supposons avoir existe, sans Ctre 111arquccs sur Ies plans des foui lles de la tranche no. I, fouillee 
pcndant Ies annccs 1 963 ct 1 964, inscrit un ecrele de 1 6  m cn diametre. En exceptant I ' amas de 
torchis, Ies p011ions de gravicr a I ' argi le jaunc ct terre bien battue fonnant Ic sol de tout 
! 'edi fice, de forn1c ronde, a l ' inte1icur du ecrele insc1it par Ies fosscs des piliers, on n 'a pas 
dccouvcrt d'autrc construction. Concernant Ies trois fosses de l ' interieur, nos. 47, 48, 49, a 
! ' instant i i  n 'y pas d'cxplication satisfaisante . Les di111ensions des fosses supposent l ' existence 
des piliers assez largcs pour soutcnir Ic toit. L 'epaisseur cnviron 0,65 - 0,70 111 en etait 
suffisantc. En ce qui concerne l 'existcncc d'un toit ii ne faut pas negliger ni la presence d'une 
111incc croute blanchc situcc au dessus du torchis, qui pourrait provenir de I ' incineration de la 
echandolc ou bicn du roscau, cn cornbinaison avcc l 'cau des infiltrations. Par ai l leurs, au dessus 
du torchis on a trouve une grande quantite de charbon cn bois et des cendres fines, qui pourrait 
appartenir a une construction en bois situcc au dessus de l ' a111as de torchis. 

Sur toute la supcrficie du sanctuairc, a I '  epaisseur de 1 ,30 - 1 ,50 111 ont cte decouvertes des 
fragmcnts ceramiques en provenant de 3 coupes Daces, 20 vases sac, desquels trois grands, de la 
categorie de la ccramique travaillec a la main en pâte grossiere, deux fruitieres, un vas pot, une grande 
coupe cn pâte noire palie et unc fruiticrc rougeâtrc palie. De la categorie de la cera111ique travaillee au 
roue ii y a des frag111ents cn provcnant de deux fruitieres, quatre coupes, un vas a corps bombe et la 
lcvrc tirec vers l 'intCricur, un couverclc, dcux plats de coulcur giisâtrc, un kantharos Dace peint et un 
autrc d'irnportation. Tous ces types des vases appmticnncnt a la periodc elassiquc de la culture Dace, 
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en se ressemblant a ccux dccouvcrts dans la grande majorite des etablissements Daces du Ier s. av. J .  
Chr. - Ia s. apr. J .  Chr1 1 . 

L 'amas de torchis brfde avec la couche d'argilc jaune au gravicr qui faisaient partie de la 
construction du sanctuairc rond a etc percec, du cote est, par un derangcment d'âgc modeme, sur une 
superficie plus grande, en meme tcmps que par Ies fosses nos. 1 1  et 1 2, qui apparticnncnt elles aussi 
aux niveaux superieurs, en detruisant Ies tombcs medievales qui se trouvaient dans la zone. Pour le 
rcste, sur toute la superficie mentionnee, ii n ' a  pas cu de construction ultcrieure a la dcstrnction du 
sanctuaire, a l 'exception d'unc couche tres cpaisse d'argile, situce environ 0,35 - 0,40 m au dessus de 
la couche de torchis. Les derangements d'âge medicvaux et celle d'âge modeme ne nous ont pas 
pennis d'observcr si toutc la zone a cte nivelee par cette couchc d'argilc, qui aurait supposc l 'existencc 
d'un autre licu de culte, ce qui n'est pas du tout exclus. Nous mcntionnons pourtant la decouverte de 
deux âtres situes dans la partie ou est de I' cspacc circonsc1it par Ies piliers, a I '  cpaisscur de 1 ,25 m, qui 
aurait supposc un changement de destination de cette supcrficie dans Ies dcmieres phases d'habitation 
par Ies Daccs. 

Suite a la prcsentation que nous venons de rcaliscr on observe qu'il s 'agit d'unc construction 
speciale, tout a fait di ffercntc du rcste des cdifices dccouvcrts jusqu'a prcsent dans cctte grande station 
archCologiquc, de fonne ronde, entource des piliers en bois, qui soutcnaicnt probablcmcnt une toit ct 
servait d'office pour certains rituels religieux de la population Dacc1 2 . 

De tcls edificcs ont etc aussi rctrouves sur I 'aire de la culturc Dace, mais !cur nombrc est 
assez reduit. Des cinq sanctuaircs ronds decouvc11s jusqu ' a prcsent dans di fferentes zoncs, 
auxquels nous rajoutons celui-ci, aucun n 'cst idcntique l 'un a l 'autrc. Ainsi, a Sannizcgctusa, 
dans l a  zone sacree, ont ete decouverts deux sanctuaircs ronds, di fferents a celui de Brad par Ies 
piliers cn pierre disposes selon un ccrtain ordrc, tout c01mne par d'autrcs elcmcnts specifiques1 3 • 
Le grand sanctuaire a 30 m en diametre, donc bcaucoup plus grand ct i i  prcscnte a l ' interieur 
d 'autres constructions en picrre ct en bois ct un foycr14 • 

Bcaucoup plus rapprochee est la situation du petit sanctuairc rond ayant 1 2 ,5 m en 
diametre, sans avoir d'autrcs constructions a I ' interieur, dont Ies piliers cn pierrc etaicnt disposes 
dans unc ordrc certainc1 5 . Ccs dcux sanctuaircs ont etc mis cn I ia i son au calcndricr Dace ct i ls 
ont re(ţu le nom de sanctuairc calcndricr 1 6 du a la disposition de leurs pilicrs et de !curs 
constructions intericures. 

Toujours dans la zone des montagnes nommccs Orăştie, a Feţele Albe, sur la troisiemc 
terrasse de Şcşului cu brânză a etc dccouvcrt un sanctuairc rond aux pilicrs cn calcairc, dont la 
disposition,  en depit du mauvais ctat de prcscrvation n 'a pas pu etrc ctablie. Le sanctuaire a un 
diametre de I 0,80 m, donc tres proche de celui de Brad. Au mi lieu ii y a une agglomeration des 
picrres et dans la moitic sud de la zone circonscrite unc fosse profonde rcmplie au torchis 
bn11c1 7 . 

1 1 Toute la bibliographie de Crişan, H. I., Ceramica daco-getică. Bucureşti, 1 969. p. 233 -248. 
1 2 Aucun des sanctuaircs ronds Ctudies jusgu ' a  prescnt n'a pas foumit aux chcrcheurs la preuvc de l ' existence des 
traces du toit . Pourtant Ies discutions continucnt, Ctant donnc guc Ies traccs de celui ci ne pcuvcnt pas constituer des 
depots trop epais, par ce gue i i s 'agit des ccndres fincs ou du charbon en bois, gui se rctrouvent a tous Ies 
sanctuaircs. gui ont finit d ' exister. dans la plupart des cas par des inccndies. Un essai de rcconstitution de ceux ci, 
pourvus du toit, a ele realise par I ' architccte Dinu Antonescu. Arhitectura 2-3, 1 977, p. 90-93 ; Idem, Arhitectura 3, 
1 978, p .  53-57; Idem. Thraco-Dacica 2.  1 98 1 ,  p .  209-2 1 2, fig. I .  
13 Suprn 8 .  
14 Daicoviciu, C . ,  Gostar. K .  Daicoviciu, H„ MCA VI, 1 959. p. 336-337 ,  fig .  6.  
1 5 Daicoviciu, H.,  op. cir. , Buc., 1 972, p .  26 1 ,  fig. XXXII. 
16 Ibidem, p. 235-260. 
1 7 Daicoviciu, H., Un sanctuar cirrnlar dacic la Feţele A lbe, Apulum IX. 1 97 1 .  p.  257-262. 
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Les deux derniers sanctuaires ronds decouverts â Pecica-Arad et Dolinean, rayon de 
Hotin, region de Cernăuţi, ont le plus grand nombre d'elements communs â notre decouverte. 

Meme s' i l  a seulement 6-7 m en diametre, le sanctuaire rond de Pecica-Arad se 
ressemble â celui de Brad en raison de sa plateforme en argile bien battue, entouree par des 
piliers en bois et par ce qu' i l  est situe dans la meme zone â l ' interieur de l 'etablissement, c'est-â­
dire dans la partie NV de l 'acropole 1 8• Par comparaison â la situation de Brad, dans ce cas ii 
s 'agit d'un âtre entoure des pierres au centre de I '  edifice, Ies piliers sont soutenus par des pierres 
et ils sont disposes dans un certain ordre, six ronds et un quarre, situation qui n'a pas ete 
rencontree â Brad. Tenant compte du foit qu' â Pecica -Arad et â Brad on a decouvert des 
fragments en provenant des âtres portatives, le manque de ceux fixes des uns des sanctuaires ne 
constitue pas un element pour montrer une difference de fonction des ces edifices. 

A Dolinean a ete recherche un sanctuaire rond, â plateforme en argile jaune entouree par 
36 piliers en bois 19• Ici meme on a decouvert au milieu une fosse et un pavage en pierre qui 
entourait le sanctuaire et qui etait recouvert par l 'auvent de l 'edifice. Le diametre de cet 
ensemble est de 1 4  m et certains des piliers sont renforces par des pierres. Donc, Ies dimensions 
tout comme le systeme de construction, â quelques petites differences, sont identiques â ceux de 
Brad. 

Nous observons donc l 'existence dans des divers etablissements Daces des certains 
edifices dont on peut supposer leur fonctionnement en tant que sanctuaire, d' apres certains 
elements caracteristiques â ce type de construction, ce qui Ies approche de ceux decouverts dans 
le centre religieux de Sarmizegetusa. Les differences entre eux peuvent etre mises en liaison â la 
diversification des rituels dans des zones differentes de la meme culture. 

L 'utilisation du bois au lieu de la pierre s ' imposait lâ ou celui-ci representait le principal 
materiei de construction. Par ailleurs, Ies recherches ont montre que le remplacement de la 
pierre par le bois ne se produise seulement au cas des constructions religieuses, mais aussi pour 
Ies fortifications et la construction des maisons20• Son abondance dans certaines zones, tel le cas 
des trois etablissements aux sanctuaires en bois mentionnes plus haut, tout comme son usinage, 
beaucoup plus facile que celui de la pierre l ' imposait devant Ies autres materiels de construction. 

Les dimensions des ces sanctuaires variaient selon I' endroit ou ils etaient construits et 
probablement selon le nombre de ceux qui l 'utilisaient de telle maniere que ni la dimension ni le 
nombre des piliers ne representait un element obligatoire qui ait des significations religieuses, 
mais seulement leur disposition. On ne peut pas dire la meme chose sur Ies sanctuaires ronds en 
pierre de Sarmizegetusa, lâ ou, meme s ' ils ne sont pas identiques, ils peuvent avoir des 
significations tout â foit â part, imposees par I' ordre strict dans la disposition des piliers, d' autant 
plus au cas du grand sanctuaire, lies au calendrier2 1 • 

En tout cas, etant donne que ce type des constructions est tres rare, par rapport â des 
centaines des habitations decouvertes jusqu'â present dans l 'aire de la culture Dace, leur 
attribution â des pratiques religieuses est imposee par la nature des elements constructifs, qui Ies 
approche de ce qu' on appelle un sanctuaire. L' existence des certains centres religieux plus 
grands n' exclut pas la possibilite de la pratique des rituels ordinaires, meme quotidiens, dans 
chaque etablissement. Ceux-ci se deroulaient dans des endroits speciaux que nous decouvrons 

1 8 Crişan, H. I . ,  Sanctuarul dacic de la Pecica, ActaMN, 1 966, p. 92-95, fig. 1 -2. 
1 9 Smimova, I .  G., Sanctuarul de lângă satul Dolinean din regiunea Nistrului Mijlociu, SCIV A 27, 3 ,  1 976, p. 309-
3 1 7'  fig. 1 ,  3 .  
20 Ursachi, V., MCA Tulcea, 1 980, p. 1 78- 1 8 1 .  
2 1 Daicoviciu, H. ,  II tempo calendarie dacico di Sarmizegetusa, Dacia, NS. IV, 1 960, p. 23 1 -254; Idem, Nouvelles 
donnees concernant le sanctuaire calendrier dace, Dacia, NS. IX, 1 965, p .  283-287. 
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aujourd'hui dans plusieurs etablissements. Etant donne la difficulte de retrouver Ies traces des 
ces edifices et leur preservation dans les conditions ou des actions ulterieures dans la zone de la 
construction ont efface les principaux vestiges, on justifie le nombre encore reduit de tels 
sanctuaires decouverts jusqu'a present et presque impossible, selon notre avis, a surprendre dans 
les etablissements plus etendus, la ou leur traces sont d'autant moins consistantes. 

Apres la presentation des principaux complexes d'habitation des deux secteurs de 
l 'etablissement Dace de Brad, il ne nous reste qu'a signaler, surtout pour l 'acropole, un certain 
soio pour la disposition des constructions civiles ou publiques. Sans disposer des donnees 
necessaires pour le reste de l 'acropole, la zone dominee par la place centrale, pave a pierre de la 
riviere, une veritable agora, montre une tendance de systematisation architectonique basee sur 
l ' inclusion a l ' interieur de cet espace des edifices a caractere public tels la grande maison a 
abside, le sanctuaire rond et les deux phases anterieures desquelles l 'une a abside, l '  entree au 
dessus la tranche de defense de la zone ouverte de l 'etablissement et probablement d'autres 
maisons de l 'aristocratie locale, ayant le droit d'habitation dans cette zone importante de 
l '  etablissement de laquelle ne manquait pas celle religieuse. L'  existence du sanctuaire et des 
quelques fosses a caractere de culte, liees probablement a celui-ci, constituaient une vraie zone 
sacree, la ou on officiait, probablement, toutes les ceremonies religieuses de la zone a population 
dense, qui gravitait autour ce grande etablissement. 
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Fig. 1 .  Sanctuaire de Brad. Plan du sanctuaire rond. 
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Fig. 2 . Sanctuaire de Brad - Premiere phase du sanctuaire rond. \ . Zone avec de la terre glaise. 2 . Zone aux cendres fines.  

3 . Dl:rangement modem. 4 .  Fosse des pi\iers. 5 .  Cendres. 6 .  Coupes sauvl:es. 7 .  Poutres carbonisl:es.  8 . Tranchi:e de fondation. 
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Fig. 3 . Sanctuaire de Brad - DeuxiOme phase du sanctuaire rond. \ . Coupes sauvees.  2 . Zone avec de la terre glaise polie. 
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THE THRACIAN PIT COMPLEX IN ROUSSE 
(EXCA V ATIONS IN 2006) 

Varbin Varbanov, Deyan Dragoev (Rousse - Bulgaria) 

Key-words : Thracians pits sanctuaries, Dacians, inventory, rituals. 

In 2005, in the course of rescue archaeological excavations within the territory of the 
Roman fort Sexaginta Prista, cultural levels dating from the Hellenistic period to modern times 
were registered (Bop6attoe, .lJ:paroee, 11eattoe 2006, p. 1 93- 1 96). In 2006 an area of about 75 
square metres was additionally excavated, which made it possible to specify the dating of some 
of those levels. Structures from the 2nd-3rd century were found above the level from the 
Hellenistic period. One of them has been identified with a temple of Apollo. It is partially 
overlapped by another big building - the principia of Sexaginta Prista. The remains of the 
principia were found covered with a thick layer from the l 9th-20th century, which had 
destroyed the chronological levels after the 5th century. Nine new pits and a masonry tunnel 
from the second half of the 1 9th century were discovered (Fig. 1 ) . 

The earliest level contained more than 30 pits with materials from the late-3rd century 
BC until the 1 st century AD (Varbanov, Dragoev, in print). The newly excavated 9 Thracian pits 
and two other structures belong to the same levei (Fig. 2). They are traced in depth with 
difficulty, because their filling does not differ from the surrounding soii by colour. Only their 
lowest, dug in the loess part is clearly seen. The loess !ies at a depth of 4, 1 0-4,30 m from the 
modern terrain (34,00-34,20 m above sea-level). The pits and structures which were excavated 
in 2006 are deep from 1 ,00 to 2,00 m. Their diameter varies from 0,90 to 2,30 m, but is most 
often about 1 ,50 m. The shape usually resembles a beehive, hemisphere or frustum of a cone 
(Fig. 3). Pits 3 1  and 33 are rectangular and trapezium-shaped in cross-section (fig. 2). Some of 
the pits are almost entirely destroyed by later diggings-in (pits 3 7 and 39). The rest of them are 
only partially excavated (from one-fifth part to a half), because of either their being overlapped 
by later structures or their destruction by other pits. 

The filling of the pits is similar to the one registered during the previous archaeological 
campaign. Except for earth, charcoals and ashes, it also contains about 200 pieces of clay 
plastering, 1 00 sherds of pithoi, stones, flints, bones, spindle-whirls, whetstones, a millstone, 
fragmented bronze items and some 2200 pottery sherds ( 1 2 1 4 from vessels made by hand and 
987 from vessels made by means of a potter's  wheel). The concentration of finds varies: it is 
smaller in the upper part of the pits and much greater from the bottom to a height of about one 
metre. Judging by the fragments from one and the same vessel in their lower and upper parts, 
each of the pits seems to have been filled in at a single time. Most of the pits are synchronous. 
The finding of homogeneous pottery as well as parts of a particular vessel in different areas 
proves that. Probably from the ruined pits into the squares I 2 and I '  3 belong the discovered in 
the leveling layer (from 3rd century AD) fibula (Fig. 17- dating from the first half of I c AD see 
Garbsch 1 985,  p. 565-566 ) and two coins: denar-serratus from Q.Antonius Balbus and imitation 
of Alexander The Great (picture 1 and 2 see Sydenham 1 952, 742a). 
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The ceramic complex consists of vessels made by hand as well as by means of a potter' s 
wheel. The hand-made pottery îs rough and fine. The first group includes pithoi, pot with and 
without band and incised decoration, cups of the so-called "ceaşca dacica" type as well as 
vessels with widely open mouth. Their colour usually varies within the range of ochre to brown, 
more rarely brick-red. The vessels of the group sometimes reveal traces of secondary burning -
most often on the bottom of pots and "ceaşca dacica" cups. The traces of burning on the edges 
of sherds prove that the vessels were placed in fire after their ritual breaking. 

The other part of hand-made pottery is with burnished surface on the inside and outside -
3 I 2 sherds of bowls, fruit dishes and jugs. These vessels are brown and grey to black în colour. 

The pottery made by means of a fast potter' s wheel includes sherds of fruit dishes, 
bowls, jugs, pots, cups, amphorae and pithoi. A great part of the vessels are grey în colour, but 
brown- and brick-red-coloured ones are also met. Sherds of a pithos with incised linear and 
wavy decoration have been found. There are many fragments ( 449 pieces) of amphorae, which 
are yellow, ochre and brick-red în colour. Some of them are yellow-varnished on the outside. 
Two stamped handles were found in structure 33 .  Five sherds of imitative Megarian cups were 
found în pits 33b, 34, 35 ,  3 8  and structure3 I .  They date from the second half oh the 2nd - I st 
century BC (Vulpe, Gheorghiţă I 976, p. I 69). Imported pottery (small fragments of thin-walled 
red-varnished ceramics and a sherd of a black-glazed vessels) was found în pit 32 and structures 
3 I and 33 .  The presence of fine pottery with brick-red to ochre colour and white-painted 
decoration îs also worth noting. 

In 2006 the dating of the excavated part of the pit complex was specified. The pottery, 
coins and other materials from the pits date to the period from the late-3rd century BC to the I st 
century AD, but offering of older materials was a common practice at sites of the kind (Bnnqeaa 
2002, I I 5) .  Sherds of wheel-made pottery with grey colour and decoration of burnished stripes 
have been found în almost all of the pits. Since this kind of pottery îs mostly characteristic of the 
I st century BC - I st century AD (BaranHHCKH 2002, p. 24; Ka6aKqHeaa 2005, p. 96-97), that is 
the dating of the excavated pits. The co ins from the early- I st century AD în the central pits 3 
and 30 and the fibula from the second half of the I st century AD în pit 32 support the argued 
dating. Future excavations în the adjacent areas on the hill will answer the question whether 
there were earlier or later pits. 

The cult function of the complex already was proved during the first archaeological 
campaign în 2005 . The excavations in 2006 brought about strong additional evidence of that -
intact or fragmented vessels without utilitarian function. The part of a fruit dish from structure 
33 merits a special attention. It contained unidentified organic material and a bone and was 
placed upwards with its bottom directly on the black earth. Small charcoals and pieces of 
charred timber were found beneath it. The offered vessels are remains of unknown to us ritual, 
în which fire and pouring of liquids played a significant role. 

So far no remains of dwellings have been found at the supposed Thracian walking levei 
(at a depth of 1 , I 0- 1 ,40 m from the 0,00-mark for the site = 36, 50 m above sea-level). 
Synchronous pottery sherds and other archaeological materials are rarely found outside the pits. 
Judging by similar sites in Romania, future discovery of dwellings or other settlement-life 
structures might well be expected ( 1 3  dwellings and 1 23 pits in Borduşani; 38 dwellings and 
20 1 pits în Grădiştea) (Trohani 2006, p. 1 08;  Sîrbu 1 996, p. I 1 4) .  

The complex most probably stopped functioning in the last third part of the I st  century 
AD, at the time of the Roman settling on the hill. 

The pits and structures are numbered according to the sequence of their excavation. 
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Structure 3 1 .  lts size and shape are not cntircly specificd. Thc cxcavated part of thc 
structure is situated in working squares I 1 and I '  1 (Fig. 2). It is rectangular by plan, with north­
east/south-west 01ientation. lts bottom I ies al a dcpth of 2, 75 m from the 0,00-mark for the site 
and has dimensions of 1 ,20 by 0,40 m. The structure (a ditch?) probably connectcd pit 32 with 
the central pit 3. lt cuts across pit 32 ,  but is some 0,20 m shal lowcr than it. Thc walls of the ditch 
are not parallcl to cach other - the ditch widens from the bottom upwards. The upper part of thc 
structure was probably disrupted during the construction of thc Apollo temple (the Thracian 
matcrials lay at a depth of 1 ,40- 1 ,50 m from the 0,00-mark for thc site). Spots of bumt clay werc 
rcgistercd at a dcpth of 1 ,90-2,00 m .  The fi l ling does not differ from the surrounding carth. 
Sherds of a pithos (pithoi?), pottcry, stoncs, flints and bones werc found in thc upper pa1t of the 
structure. 

The pithoi sherds were 1 7  in numbcr (Fig. 4. 02) . Their concentration was higher al a 
dcpth of 1 ,60-2,00 m. There werc stones (6 pieccs) and ilints (7 picccs) only at thc bottom. 
Biggcr stones lay at a depth of 1 ,70- 1 ,90 m. Twclve picccs of clay plastcring from walls and 
hcarths and 9 picccs of bumt carth ilour wcre alsa found in thc structurc. Thc lattcr lay at its 
bottom. A flat clay spindlc-whirl and a pi cec of an imitative Megarian cup werc found al a dcpth 
of 1 ,90 m (Fig. 4. 08, 1 0) .  Thcrc wcre pottcry shcrds cvcrywherc in thc structurc. Thc rclation 
bctwecn hand-madc and whecl-made pottcry is approximatcly 3 :  I .  Thcrc arc 1 36 shcrds of 
hand-madc pottcry, 77 of them bcing picccs of bowls and iruit dishcs with bumishcd sur face on 
both sidcs ( Fig. 4. 03). Thcy arc ochrc-brown to grcy-black in colour. Onc of thc shcrds was 
additionally shapcd as a tokcn, 4,4 cm in diamctcr (Fig. 4. 09). Thc rest 59 shcrds arc of  ochrc­
coloured pots with rough surface (Fig. 4. 05, 07). Some of thcm bcar band decoration. There are 
23 ochrc-colourcd amphora fragmcnts with ycllow outcr surface. Thc shcrds of pottcry madc by 
means of a fast pottcr' s whccl (24 picces) arc grey in colour and bclong mostly to bowls and to 
one sifter (fig. 4. O 1 ,  04, 06). One of them is black-glazed, and anothcr onc - whitc-paintcd. 

Pit 32. Pit 32 is situatcd in working squares I '  I and I '  2 (Fig. 2). Although placcd 
among the walls of latcr structurcs, it is thc mast thoroughly cxcavatcd pit until prcscnt. lts 
bottom !ies al a dcpth of 2,92 m from thc 0,00-mark for the site and is 1 ,50 m in diarnctcr. Thc 
pit was found sealcd with thc iloor levei of the Apo l i  o temple at a dcpth of 1 ,05- 1 ,  1 O m. That 
levei as well as thc carth immcdiatcly bencath it contain small  sherds of unrcprcscntativc pottcry 
from the 2nd-3rd ccntury. Thc lowcr layer is poor in finds. Small fragmcnts of Thracian pottcry 
arc accidcntal ly found in it. Thc conccntration of finds grows up at a dcpth of 1 ,60- 1 ,70 m.  
Exccpt for ccramics, stoncs, 11ints and many boncs bcgin to appcar. A hcaping of 3 big (up to 
0,40 m) and about I O smallcr stoncs, 8 fragments of a pithos and 2 of a mil lstonc (Fig. 7. 1 7) .  
was rcgistcred at a dcpth of 1 ,80- 1 ,90 m. Thc fil ling of the pit from a dcpth of 1 ,60 m to  its 
bottom contained many pottery sherds, 3 small stoncs, a 11int, 9 picccs of clay plastcring and 3 
small  lumps of mcltcd material .  A jug with broken mouth was found at a dcpth of 2 ,  40 m, 
almost in thc centre of the pit .  l t  had bccn placcd thcre in straight position and covcrcd with a 
ilat stane (Fig. 8. 01) .  Thcre was black grcasy ca1th (rcnrnins of somc organic substancc) inside 
the jug.  The jug is made of grey c lay and is dccoratcd with bumishcd vertical sttipcs . A bronzc 
rivct and a broken bronzc applique had becn pul just undcr thc jug (Fig. 8. 1 0, 1 1 ). Thc bronzc 
fibula which was found al thc very bottom of thc pit (Fig. 8. 12) is of great importancc for thc 
dating of  thc whole pit complex. lt bclongs to thc so-called Langton-Down or Riha 4.4.4 typc 
and dates to the sccond half of the 1 st ccntury AD (Riha 1 994, p. 88-89, tar. 1 4, 2 1 1 3  ). The 
fibulas of  the typc arc usually mel in the Roman provinccs Britannia and Gallia as wcll as along 
the Rhinc (Riha 1 994, p. 87). Thc fibula from pit 32 points to either economic rclations with 
thosc lands or presencc of foreigncrs from there in thc settlcment. Only one more sample of thc 

245 

https://biblioteca-digitala.ro



typc is known until now from Bulgaria ( found in Lom) (rcw1esa 2004, p. 79) . On thc borderline 
bctwccn pit 32 and pit 36 was found fragmcntary fibula, so-called thracian type ( Fig. 8. 1 3  see 
LlmrnpancKH 2000, p. 209-2 1 O). 

The total of pottcry shcrds is ovcr 900 and thc rclation betwcen hand-made and wheel­
rnadc pottcry is approximatcly 1 :  1 ,5 .  

Therc arc 388  shcrds of hand-madc pottcry, 3 1 7  of them bcing with rough surface in  
diffcrcnt colours (ochrc, brick-rcd, brown, grcy) . Mast of the sherds are of pots (Fig 7 .  01 ,  02, 
04, 05, 16) .  At lcast 20 di fferent vessels havc bccn identified. Twenty-nine sherds bear band 
dccoration and have bud- or tongue-shaped handlcs. Over 50 sherds are with incised decoration 
of straight or wavy parallel l ines. The dccoration of a few others is combined. Some of the 
shcrds arc of vcsscls bclonging to thc so-callcd "ceaşca dacica" type and others are of shal low 
vcsscls with wide mouth . Fift.y-onc fragmcnts arc blacken with smoke or bear traces of 
sccondary burning . Sevcnty-onc shcrds arc of vcsscls madc by hand or by mcans of a s low 
pottcr' s  whecl ( Fig 7. 03, 06, 07) .  Thcy havc burnishcd surfacc and are ochrc, brown or black in 
colour. Thcsc shcrds arc of bowls, j ugs, pots and fruit dishes (over 1 5  vessels) . Faur of  them are 
sccondarily burnt and two othcrs (black-colourcd) arc additional ly shapcd like tokens ( Fig 8. 
1 4) .  

Thc whccl-madc pottery is rcprcsentcd by 534  fragmcnts, 254  of which are grey in 
co lour. Thcy come from bowls, fruit dishcs, pots, j ugs and smal l-sized vcssels (Fig 7. 08, 1 2, 1 3, 
1 4, 1 5) .  Somc 1 0  per cent of the vesscls from this group (mostly the fruit dishcs) are decorated 
with burnishcd bands ( Fig 8. 04, 05, 06). Thcrc is a hale pierccd in thc foot of a fruit dish (Fig 8. 
09) . Thc burnishcd dccoration of one of thc jugs is al so wmth mentioning: it di vi des the surface 
into ficlds fill cd with branch or tree pattcrn (Fig 8. 02). This dccoration rescmbles very much 
thc dccoration of a zoomorphic ceramic vcsscl which was found during thc campaign in 2005 . 

Thcrc arc 32 shcrds of whccl-madc vcsscls with brick-rcd, ochre and brown colour (Fig. 
7. 09, 1 1  and fig. 8. 03) .  Two shcrds of bottoms arc rcd-varnished. Other 8 shcrds arc of bowls 
with whitc-paintcd dccoration ovcr thc brown-vamished outer surface. ln a few cascs red lines 
arc paintcd ovcr the white oncs .  Somc wall shcrds arc ochrc-coloured, but with ycllow vamish 
on thc outsidc. 

Thc amphora shcrds arc 247 in numbcr. They are yellow/ochre to ochre/brick-red in 
colour, with outcr vamish in yellow as wcll as in the shades of brick-red ( Fig. 7. 1 0, 18 and fig. 
8. 07) .  Eight of the amphora walls are shapcd as tokcns ( Fig. 8. 1 4) .  A graffito of two letters is  
insc1ibcd on anothcr one (Fig 8. 08). More than I O shcrds come from a brick-rcd-coloured 
pithos with rich incised dccoration (Fig 7. 09). 

Thc rich ostcological material is  rathcr intcrcsting. l t  includes lower j aws of more than 
40 pigs. 

Structure 33. It is  situatcd in working squarcs I 2/ I 3 and II 2/ II 3 ( Fig 2). The structure 
is registcred from a levei of - 1 ,35  m downwards. lts bottom lies at a dcpth of 2, 50 m from the 
0,00-mark Cor the site. The ground plan of the strncturc resembles a trapezium. The structure 
appcarcd in thc fonn of strips of bumt earth and charcoals immediately bcncath thc dismantled 
south-castcrn wall  of thc Apo li o temple,  at a levei of - 1 ,35/ 1 ,40 m. The strncture is  about 3 ,50 m 
long !rom the north-cast to the south-wcst, its width varying from 1 ,50 ( on the south) to 1 ,00 m 
( on thc north). Thc uppcr layer of its fil ling was 0,05-0, 1 5  m thick and containcd small sherds of  
(mostly hand-madc) pottery and a fcw bones. Thc ncxt layer downwards (about 0,20 m) was 
poor in finds. Thc levei from - 1 ,80 to - 1 ,  90 m yiclded bones, pottery, stones and tlints, but in 
low conccntration. An amphora handlc with stamp reading M EN . . .  EYS, a part of a bronze 
objcct and a shcrd of an imitative Mcgarian cup wcrc found in it (Fig 9. 05, 13) .  Irregular strips 

246 

https://biblioteca-digitala.ro



of ashcs and srnall charcoals werc registercd at a depth of 1 ,90 m. The conccntration of finds 
sharply grcw up from that levei downwards. The !ist of finds includes pottery sherds (a pithos 
wall and an amphora mouth with crased stamp among thcm), bones, stones (36 pieces, one of 
thcrn with a holc picrced in it ,  see Fig. 9. 14), ilints (8 picces) and more than 50 pieces of 
di ffcrent by size clay plastcring (from walls, tloors and a hearth) .  

A fragmcntcd fruit dish (about two-thirds of it) was found in  the profile of the excavated 
arca in working square 11 3 .  lt had bcen laid upwards with thc bottom on tlat black earth, over an 
animal bone. Thc hol low of the vessel was full of charcoals and charred timber. The other part 
of the discussed fi-uit dish was found in working square l '  3, in the levei from - 1 ,50 to - 1 ,70 m.  
The vesscl has bccn succcssfully rcstorcd, with a smal l  missing part of its foot (Fig. 1 O .  01 ) .  

Thc total of collected shcrds is about 500. The ratio between hand-made and whecl-made 
pottcry is approximately 1 ,5 :  1 .  Thc first group includes 293 sherds, 236 of which are with rough 
sur face and di ffcrcnt colour ( ochrc, brick-rcd, brown, grey, see Fig. 9. 01,  02, 03). Most of them 
arc or pots ( only onc is or a "ceaşca dacica", and two - of vesscls with wide mouth). Thirty-six 
shcrds bcar band dccoration and havc bud- or tonguc-shapcd handlcs. The sherds of hand-made 
(or madc by mcans of a slow pottcr' s whccl) pottcry with bumishcd surfacc and ochre, brown or 
black colour arc 5 7  in number. Thcy arc mostly or bowls. Two of the wal l sherds are shaped as a 
tokens (Fig. 9. 15, 1 6) .  

Thc whccl-madc pottcry is reprcscntcd by 20 1 sherds, 89 of which are grey in colour. 
Thcy are parts of bowls, fruit dishcs, pots, j ugs, lids and smal l-sized vessels (Fig. 9. 06, 1 0  and 
fig. 1 0. 04, 05). About I O per cent or thc group is decorated with bumishcd stripes ( almost all  
thc rrnit dishcs, see Fig. 10. 01 , 02, 03). Scventeen sherds arc of whecl-made vessels with brick­
rcd, ochrc or brown colour (parts of about 9 bowls). Thrce wall sherds arc red-vamishcd (Fig. 9. 
1 2), and other six arc decoratcd with whitc painting over brown vamish (Fig. 1 0. 06). There i s  
only one black-glazcd fragment, most probably of a kantharos. Two other sherds are of small 
bowls with brick-rcd colour (onc or thcm has becn restored, see Fig. 9. 1 1) .  

Nincty-thrcc shcrds come rrom ochrc- to  brick-rcd-colourcd amphorae, some of which 
wcrc yel low-vamishcd on thc outsidc ( 4 bottoms and 8 handles, two of which stamped, see Fig. 
9. 04, 05, 07, 08, 09). 

Pit 33 A. lt is  situatcd in working squarcs I 2 and I 3,  and is partially overlapped by 
structure 33 (Fig. 2). About onc-fourth pai1 or it was excavated. The pit is  recognizable only in 
thc loess, downwards from levei -2,50 m. lts bottom !ies at a depth of 2, 72 m and was found 
covered with a thin (about 0,03 m) layer of ashcs and charcoals. The lowcr part of the pit was 
full of carth mixcd with charcoals, srnall bones, stoncs, ilints, pieces of clay plastering (23 
picces) and broken pottcry ( 1 63 sherds ). 

Thc ratio of hand-made and whccl-madc pottcry is approximately 3: 1 .  The sherds of 
hand-madc vesscls arc 1 25 in numbcr. Nincty-cight of them (rnostly of pots) are with rough 
surface and di tTcr in colour from ochre, brick-rcd and brown to grey. Sixteen of thcm bear band 
dccoration and havc bud- or tonguc-shapcd handles (Fig. 5. 02). The sherds of hand-madc (or 
made by mcans of a s low potter's whecl) pottc1)' with bumished surface and ochre, brown or 
black colour are 27 in nurnbcr. Thcy arc mostly of bowls .  

Thc whecl-made pottery is  rcprcscntcd by 3 8  shcrds, 1 3  of which are grey in  colour. 
Thcy are pai1s of bowls and jugs (?). Sorne of thc fi:agments have a bumished decoration. 

Twenty-tivc shcrds are of ochrc- to brick-red-coloured amphorae, some of which wcre 
yellow-vamished on the outside (the total includes 1 handle and 1 mouth, see Fig. 5. 01 ) . 

Pit 33 8. l t  i s  situated in working squares I 3 and I I  3 .  The pit is partially overlapped by 
structure 33 and pit 8, and a part of it was destroyed in the past by the partition wall ·or the 
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Roman principia, whose foundations wcre la id at levei - 1 ,65 m from the 0,00-mark for thc site. 
Lcss than a half  of thc pit was cxcavated . I t  is clearly rccognizable in the loess, downwards from 
levei -2,50 m.  lts bottom !ies at a depth of 2,68 m and was found covercd with a thin layer of 
earth mixed with ashes. The pit was bechivc-shapcd, with diamcter of 1 ,40 m at the bottom. A 
layer containing charcoals, picces of baked clay (6 picces of clay plastering), ccrtain amount of  
broken pottery, 2 red and 1 brown flint and bones was rcgistercd in  the pit, some 0,30-0,40 m 
beneath the foundations of the principia. Thcre was a homogeneous layer of charcoals 
immediately undcr it (0,50 m bcneath the foundations of the principia) . Thc fi l ling of thc pit 
downwards was similar to the already dcscribed onc - grey-brown carth mixed with charcoals 
and small picces of baked clay. A spindle-whirl was found in the pit (Fig. 6. 02). 

The amount of col lectcd pottcry sherds is 47. The ratio of hand-made and whccl-made 
pottcry is approximately 1 ,5 :  I .  The sherds of hand-madc vessels arc 29 in numbcr. Twcnty-six 
of thcm (mostly of pots, but a handle or a "ceaşca dacica" as wcll) are with rough surface and 
differ in colour from ochre, brick-rcd and brown to grcy. Eight or thcm bear band dccoration 
and have bud- and tongue-shaped handlcs ( Fig. 6. Ol). Onc of the wall shcrds is shapcd as a 
token ( Fig. 6. 03) . The shcrds of hand-madc (or made by mcans of a slow potter' s  whccl) 
pottery with bumished surface and ochrc, brown or black colour arc 3 in numbcr. 

The whecl-made po11cry is representcd by 1 8  sherds, 6 of which arc grcy in colour. They 
are parts of bowls and a foot of a fruit dish. Some of thc fragmcnts arc dccoratcd with bumished 
stripes ( Fig 6. 04) . Onc sherd is of a thin-wallcd vcsscl with brick-rcd colour. 

Thcre arc 1 1  fragmcnts of ochrc- and brick-rcd-coloured amphorac. 
Pit 34. 11 is situatcd in working square I '  3. Thc pit is  asymmctrical and more or !css 

cone-shaped, with diametcr of O, 70-0,90 m al thc bottom. It was partially dcstroycd to a levei of 
- 1 ,70/ 1 ,80 m by a latcr cmbankment (with materials from thc yct ccntury AD) . Thc fi l ling of the 
upper part of thc pit probably consistcd or ca11h, with a small amount or without broken pottery. 
Betwcen levels -2,30/2,40 and -2,80-2,90 m the pit was tightly fil led almost cntirely with picccs 
of clay plastering from iloors, walls and hea11hs (20 big and ovcr 30 small picccs ) .  Mast of thosc 
had bccn laid downwards with their front side . Thcrc was little pottcry in thc pit - 6 shcrds of 
hand-made and othcr six of whccl-madc vcsscls (ratio of I :  1 ). Faur of thc hand-made shcrds are 
of pots with ochrc and grcy-brown colour. Thrce of thcm are mouth parts ( onc of thcm has a 
handlc and bcars a band dccoration, see Fig. 1 1 .  Ol) .  Thc rest two hand-made shcrds arc of 
vcsscls with grey-brown bumishcd surfacc (Fig. 1 1 . 02) .  Faur of the whccl-made shcrds arc 
grcy in colour. Thcy are pm1s of two bowls, of a fruit dish (a mouth decoratcd on the pcriphery 
with a bumishcd wavy stripe) and an imitative Mcgmian cup (a hcmisphcrical bottom, see Fig. 
1 1 .  03; 04; 05; 07). The rest two whecl-madc sherds are brick-rcd in colour. One of thcm is a 
preservcd handle and bears relief dccoration in a horizontal stripe (Fig. 1 1 .  06) . 

The pit ' s  bottom lics at a dcpth of 3 ,27 m from the 0,00-mark for thc site . Therc wcre 
vcry little finds in its lowcr part (fi:om -2,90 to -3 ,27 m) : only 4 pottery shcrds and a piccc of 
clay plastering. 

Pit 35. Thc pit i s  situatcd in working squarc I '  2, partially bencath the pa11ition wall of 
thc sacellum or  thc headquartcrs building. A half of it was excavatcd. The pit has thc shapc of a 
truncatcd cane, with larger diameter (at thc bottom) of about 1 ,50 m.  Another pit with diamcter 
of 0,40-0,50 m was latcr dug in pit 35 ,  a li11lc bit as ide from its centre. Thc latcr pit (designa led 
as pit 35a) did nat contain any finds. Its fi l ling ' s  colour was similar to the one of pit 35 .  

The pit was partially dcstroycd to  a levei of  - 1 ,  70/ 1 ,80 m by a later embankment 
containing materials from thc yct centmy AD. The pit ' s  bottom is ilat and lies at a depth of 3 ,43 
m from the 0,00-mark for the site. Thc fil ling was comparativcly poor in finds : a bronzc cagle ' s  
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head (fig. 1 4. 1 0), 2 stones, 4 pieces of clay plastering (from walls, floors and a hearth) and 
some 90 pottery sherds. The layer from -2,30 to -2,60 m of the filling contained 23 fragments of 
walls and the bottom of a pithos (Fig. 14. 09). The latter was found in horizontal position. There 
were traces of burning on its inner side. lt is possible that the whole lower part of the pithos was 
laid intact in the pit, and was broken into pieces during its filling in. The breaking might have 
also been caused by the impact of moisture. The pithos is light-brown in colour. lt was made of 
clay with a great admixture of quartz. 

Forty-five of the sherds are of hand-made vessels, and 43 - of wheel-made ones. The 
ratio is approximately 1 :  1 .  The fragments of wheel-made pottery come from about 20 different 
vessels. Twenty sherds are of amphorae with yellow, ochre, brick-red and brown colour. The 
grey-coloured sherds are 1 8  in number and come from jugs, bowls, a sifter, a pot and an 
imitative Megarian cup (Fig. 14. 05, 07, 08). There are 7 ochre- and brick-red-coloured sherds. 
Some of the grey-coloured sherds are decorated with burnished stripes. 

The hand-made pottery sherds belong to about 1 5  different vessels. Sixteen of them are 
polished on both sides (walls of bowls with ochre-brown to black colour; one of the bowls has 
been restored, see Fig. 14. 02, 03, 06) .  The rest 27 fragments are of ochre- and brown-coloured 
pots (6 of them bear incised or relief decoration in bands, see Fig. 14. 01 ;  04). Two bottoms of 
pots are blacken with smoke on the inside. 

Pit 36. The pit is situated in working squares I 2 and I' 2, partially beneath the partition 
wall of the sacellum of the headquarters building. Less than one-fifth part of it was excavated. 
The pit 's shape was not exactly established, but it seems to have resembled a beehive. lts 
diameter is more than 1 ,50 m at the bottom, which lies at a depth of 3, 1 8  m from the 0,00-mark 
for the site. The pit was partially destroyed to a levei of - 1 ,  701 1 ,90 m by a later embankment 
containing materials from the 3rd century AD. The upper part of the pit, to a levei of -2,30/2,40 
m, probably contained less archaeological materials. Downwards from that levei the excavated 
part of the pit yielded a few stones, 2 flints, 1 1  pieces of clay plastering and baked earth flour, 
three sherds of a pithos, a lump of melted substance, bones and 1 04 pottery sherds. 

Forty-three of the sherds belong to about 20 different wheel-made vessels, and the rest 
6 1  are of some 30 hand-made vessels (ratio of about 1 :  1 ,5). 

There are 8 amphora fragments (yellow, ochre and brick-red in colour). Three of them 
are shaped as tokens with diameters ranging from 4,5 to 6,5 cm (Fig. 15. 10). The sherds of 
wheel-made pottery are brick-red (7 pieces, see fig. 1 5 . 1 1 ) or grey in colour (28 pieces, see Fig. 
15. 06, 07, 08, 09). They belong to bowls, jugs, fruit dishes, a two-handle cup, a pot and a lid. 
About one-fourth part of them are decorated with burnished stripes. One of the sherds is shaped 
as a token (Fig. 15.10) .  

The hand-made pottery is represented by 17 sherds of vessels with polished surface 
(bowls, fruit dishes and a pot; colour range: brown, grey-brown, black, see Fig. 15. 04, 05) and 
44 sherds of vessels with rough surface (mostly pots, ochre to grey-brown in colour, see Fig. 15. 
01, 02). Two of the latter are shaped as tokens (Fig 15. 10) .  Three sherds of walls bear band 
decoration. Two others are decorated with incised parallel lines. There are 2 fragments of 
"ceaşca dacica" cups (Fig. 15. 03). Nine of the sherds are blacken with smoke on the inside. 

Pit 37. The pit is situated in working square I '  3 .  About a half of it was excavated. The 
original shape of the pit has not been established, because part of it was destroyed to a levei of -
1 ,  701 1 ,80 m by a later embankment from the 3rd century AD and pit VII from the late- 1 9th 
century. lts diameter is about 1 ,50 m at the bottom, which lies at a depth of 3 ,  1 O m from the 
0,00-mark for the site. The pit was poor in finds: 1 3  fragments of a pithos (two of them with 
traces of secondary burning), a flint, a piece of wall clay plastering and 6 pottery sherds. Three 
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of the sherds are of wheel-made vessels (an ochre-coloured bowl, a brick-red vessel of unknown 
shape and a token made of an amphora wall, see Fig. 12. 01)  and the rest - of hand-made ones 
(a pot with rough surface and two bowls with polished walls, see Fig. 12. 02). 

Pit 38. The pit is situated in working square I' 3, partially beneath the partition wall of 
the sacellum of the headquarters building. A little more than a half of it was excavated. The pit 
is bell-shaped. Its diameter is about 2,30 m at the bottom, which lies at a depth of 3 ,27 m from 
the 0,00-mark for the site. A part of the pit was destroyed to a levei of - 1 ,90/2,00 m by a later 
embankment from the 3rd century AD and pit VIII from the late- 1 9th century. There is another 
pit next to pit 38  on the east, with diameter of 0,40 m. The smaller digging was registered as pit 
3 8a. Its filling did not differ by colour from that of pit 3 8, but there were no finds in it. 

Similar to the already-discussed cases, the upper part of pit 38 (to a levei of -2,30/2,40 
m) must have contained less archaeological materials. Its lower part yielded a copper bracelet, a 
sherd of an imitative Megarian cup, a spindle-whirl, severa} stones, 2 flints, 1 O pieces of clay 
plastering and baked earth flour, bones, the bottom and many wall sherds of a pithos, a fragment 
of a tile and 1 32 pottery sherds (Fig 16. 05, 14, 15, 16). 

The layer from -2,40 to -2,80 m of the filling yielded 53 fragments of walls, 3 of the 
mouth and the whole bottom of a pithos (Fig. 16. 1 1, 12, 13) The latter was found in horizontal 
position. There were traces of buming on its inner side. Sherds of other vessels were found 
within the pithos. The pithos is light-brown in colour and was made of clay with a great 
admixture of quartz. Quite a big part of it seems to have been laid intact in the pit and broken 
into pieces later, during the filling of the pit. 

The pottery sherds are of wheel-made and hand-made vessels. The first group includes 
39 pieces of about 20 vessels, and the other one - 92 sherds of about also 20 vessels (a ratio of 
approximately 1 :2). 

The amphora sherds are 1 9  in number (yellow, ochre and brick-red in colour). The 
wheel-made pottery is also represented by 2 brown/ochre-coloured ( one of those of a jug with 
bumished vertical stripes) and 1 7  grey-coloured sherds (of bowls and jugs, see Fig. 16. 09, 10). 

The group of hand-made pottery includes 23 sherds of vessels with polished surface 
(bowls, fruit dishes and pots with different colour - ochre, brown, grey-brown and black, see 
Fig. 16. 02, 03, 04, 06, 07) and 65 sherds of vessels with rough surface (mostly pots with ochre 
or grey-brown colour and a few cups, see Fig. 16. 01,  08). One of them is additionally shaped as 
a token (Fig. 16. 17) .  

Pit 39. The pit is situated in working square I '  3 .  About a half of it was excavated. The 
shape of the pit was not established. lts diameter is about 1 ,00 m. The pit was recognized only in 
the loess, at a levei of -2,45 m. Its bottom lies at a depth of about 3, 1 0  m from the 0,00-mark for 
the site. The pit yielded 35  sherds of hand-made pottery ( 1 8  of pots and 1 7  of vessels with 
polished surface) and 7 others of wheel-made pottery (2 of amphorae with yellow surface, 1 of 
an ochre-coloured vessel and 4 of vessels with grey colour, see Fig. 13. 02). The layer 
immediately above the remains of the pit (from levei -2,40 m to levei -2,00 m) contained no 
materials from the Thracian period. The upper layer (from -2,00 m to - 1 ,70 m) however yielded 
a spindle-whirl and a Hellenistic coin (picture 2). Sherds of a hand-made pot (now restored) and 
of two fruit dishes were also found at the same levei. Another part of one of those fruit dishes 
was discovered in structure 33 (Fig 13.  01 and fig 10. 01) .  The finds from the layer upwards 
from levei -2,00 m might well not belonged to pit 38,  but to another structure or pit above it. 
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SANCTUARIES, AL TARS AND CULT HEARTH FROM THE IRON AGE 
IN THE BALKAN-CARPATHIAN-PONTIC SPACE 

Ion Niculiţă (Chişinău-Rep. of Moldavia) 

Key-words: sanctuaries, cult places, Balkan-Carpathian-Pontic space, Iron Age 

In the Balkan-Carpathian-Pontic space are known more than 83 cult constructions. They 
were discovered at 49 archaeological monuments, the same number of discoveries was made at 
the Greek towns as Olbia (Arheologia SSSR, 1 984, p. 30 1 ,  tabl. CXI, 2, 3), Callatis (Iconomu 
1 980, p. 229-233), Thracian urbs as Seutopolis (CiCikova 1 975, p. 1 8 1 )  or mixed urbs as Pistiros 
(Lazov 1 996, p. 63-73; Domaradzki 2002, p. 1 1 -29), Albesti (Trohani 1 986, p. 662), Thracian­
getic davas as Neporotovo (Krusel 'nica 1 980, p. 90, 97, 1 09), Butuceni (Niculiţă 1 987, p. 3-79), 
Saharna Mare (Smirnov, Niculiţă 1 987, p .  73-79), Saharna Mare (Smirnov, Niculiţă 2003, fig. 
1 5-20), Brad (Ursache 1 995, p. 62-7 1  ), or at the fortresses from Zolotaja Balka (Vjazmitina 
1 969, p. 1 32- 1 88), Matronino (Bessonova, Skoryj 200 1 ,  fig. 2/3), Zabotin (Pokrovskaja  1 962, 
fig. 3, 6) and at the settlement from the village Dolineni, Cernăuţi region (Smirnova 1 976, 293-
307). Some categories, such as the cult hearths, are not missing either from the tumuli burials 
discovered during the excavations from Zimnicea (Alexandrescu 1 980, p. 1 9- 1 26), Goleamo 
Izvor (Cicikova 1 975, p. 1 85), Sveseari (Faher 1 934, p. 1 1 0), Batak (Koncev, Milcev 1 970, p. 
1 86- 1 87), Fântânile (Mateescu, Babeş 1 988, p. 283-29 1 ), etc. 

There aren't two complexes that would be completely identica} among those 83 known 
at present. Generally speaking they form tree big categories: a) sanctuaries, b) altars, c) cult 
hearths. 

The sanctuaries in their turn are: circular (Philippopolis, Butuceni, Dolineni, 
Sarmizegetusa), apsidal (Racoş, Popeşti) and rectangular (Sarmizegetusa, Bâtca Doamnei) with 
stone tambour alignments or wooden columns with stone quadric-bases. Such sanctuaries were 
discovered in - different sites that existed during the first millennium BC - first centuries AD 
known by such sites: the complex from Philippopolis-Plovdiv from the 6th_5th centuries BC 
(Koleva 2000, p. I 03- 1 05), Getic fortresses from Butuceni dated with the 4th _3rd centuries BC 
(Niculiţă 1 987, p. 73-79), the settlement from Dolineni from the I s t  century BC - 2nd century 
AD (Smirnova 1 976, 3 1 6), the davas Bradu (Ursachi 1 995, p. 69), Sarmizegetusa - 1 st century 
BC - 2nd century AD (Daicoviciu 1 972, p. 235-240, 260-262), Racoş (Florea 2002, p. 1 94- 1 95) 
etc. 

The majority of the specialists who approached the problem of the use of the sanctuaries 
have pointed out that regardless of the circular, apsidal or rectangular form, the sanctuaries 
represented cult construction destined to satisfy certain religious rituals, and they had an 
applicative functionality of „astronomic time measurement" - sanctuaries-calendars (Bobancu, 
Samoilă, Poenaru 1 980, p. 1 90; Rodean 1 984, p. 320). 

The second category of cult constructions - the altars - is represented through a much 
bigger number of findings and is spread on a larger area. According to the form they are 
quadrangular and circular, ornamented or ornament free. 
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Omamented rectangular altars discovered at Philippopolis chronologically refer to the 
61h _3rd centuries BC (Koteva 2000, p. 1 05), Seuthopolis, were found mainly in houses or cult 
dwellings dated with the 4th_3rd centuries BC (Cicikova 1 975, p. 1 8 1 - 1 92), Pistiros which 
functioned in the period of the 3rd _2nd centuries BC (Lazov 1 996, p. 73), Popeşti, in the apsidal 
construction from the 2nd _ l st centuries BC (Vulpe 1 959, p. 3 1 4-3 1 9) and in the burial rooms 
from the tumuli burials at Zimnicea, Svescari, Fântânile etc. functioning in the same 
chronological diapason. 

On the basis of the materials that are at the disposal of the researches it is possible to 
establish that rectangular altars, as well as circular altars were more largely distributed in the 
second half of the 1 st millennium BC. Their functioning corresponded generally to the one of the 
circular and quadrangular sanctuaries with stone or wooden tambours. Hence, the circular altar 
from the fortress Matronino from Cerkasc region - the basin of river Teasmin - Ukraine, was 
discovered in association with the material from the ih-6th centuries BC (Bessonova, Skoryj 
200 1 ,  p. 9), the one from Zolotaja Balca refers to the 4th_3rd centuries BC (Vjazmitina 1 969, p. 
1 22- 1 35)  and from Olbia dates with the 2nd century BC (Arheologia 1 984, p. 301 ). 

Both circular and rectangular al tars are omamented. They represented a crust of bumed 
clay covered with decor, that was done through stamping, known by the pieces discovered at the 
fortress from Zolotaja Balka, Bel'skoe, Pistiros and Grădina Bosut. 

Although, there aren 't known until present two identica! rectangular or circular altars 
based on their form or decor, as stated before, in detai ls they have a lot of common traits. 

First, according to their location the altars are known in towns or in davas, in rectangular 
constructions built at the surface of the ground representing probably sacred cult dwellings, and 
in mortuary rooms. 

Second, the ornament, although not identica! and regardless of the altar form or location, 
was composed of the same incised or incrusted spiraled combinations, squares, triangles, 
quadrangles or parallel circles. In some cases are noted palmettos or petals. 

A particular interest represents the findings of altars covered with stamped decoration in 
the form of twisted or incised cord, or rows of hatched triangles - omaments characteristic to the 
ceramics from the facieses Psenicevo-Razcopanica-Cozia-Sahama-Babadag. At a large number 
of sites, such as those from the region of the Lower Dnieper, from Zolotaja Balka, Liubimovka, 
Gavrilovka, and from Poiana etc„ were found "firedogs" characteristic to the Thracian-Getic 
world (Vjazmitina 1 969, p. 1 22- 1 35).  

The circular or oval in plan cult hearth represent clay platforms, some of them built on 
the antic ground level, others on a fundament of refined stone pieces, or of earth mixed with clay, 
as known by the discoveries from Pistiros, Sahama Mare etc. The diameter of the hearths vary 
as a rule from 30x40 cm up to 1 x 1 ,20 m. The circular hearths do not exceed the diameter of 
1 ,20- 1 ,50 m. The width of the hearths varies between 8 and 1 2  cm (Niculiţă 2003, p. 26-27). 

Some cult hearth had a notch made of non-refined stone pieces or of clay. 
The cult hearths are found more frequently than other cult constructions of this type. 

Only at the Thraco-getic fortress Sahama Mare were found 1 2  cult hearths. As fragments they 
are considerably present also at the fortress Bel ' skoe (Sramko 1 987, p. 1 27). 

In this category of cult construction are included also clay hearth with kemosos. The 
hearths had a notch of no more that 6-8 cm width. In the center they had several funnel-shaped 
pots of relatively small dimensions with 1 6  cm in height, the upper side diameter of 1 2  cm, and 
the lower side of 3 cm in diameter. lt is similar with the hearths from Girişul de Criş (Sfrengeu 
1 999, 5- 1 6) and with the globular trunk of those from the fortress Zolotaja Balka (Vjazmitina, 
1 962,p. 227). 
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I f  both thc initial stage - thc second hal f of the 1 st millennium BC - and thc usc of  thc 
circular and quadrangular sanctuarics with alignmcnts as cult constructions and calcndars, are 
gcncrally accepted by thc majority of the specialists, their origin and interpretation of the 
decorated altars raise ccrtain discussions. 

Somc specialists l ink the cmergence and the distribution of the altars in thc Eastcm and 
Central Europe with the influence of Greck religious ideas (Makiewicz 1 987, p. 38-39; 55-64), 
assumption that cannot be accepted duc to the fact that altars are known in the ih century BC 
when Greek colonization of the north-west of Pontus Euxinus was in its initial stage (Niculiţă 
1 996, p .  62) . On the other hand, circular altars with spiral decor were discovered in the space 
towards thc north of Balkans already in the 1 3 111- 1 th centuries BC according to the piece found 
at Sighişoara which ' s  decor is similar to the Mycenean altars (Horcdt 1 960, Abb.3) .  

Already in the 70ies of the 201 11 ccntury was launched the assumption according to which 
omamented cult altars represented indispensably an attribute of the Thracian religion (Cicikova 
1 975,  p. 1 90- 1 94). This idea was prcscnted by us with arguments in severa! studics publishcd in 
the last years (Bcssonova 1 996, p .  34-36 ;  Lazov 1 996, p .  63-73) .  

lf  we admit that circular sanctuaries, altars and cult hcarth to be of Thracian origin, the 
only thing that remains unexplained is their presence in Central Europe. It is hard to imagine a 
Thracian-Getic influence during the 1 st millcnnium BC on such a large scale. 

In our opinion, the large distribution of thcse cult constructions could be connected to the 
process on Indo-Europeanization . 

The simil itude of these clay altars from this early period could prove as well the 
existence of somc common rcligious rcpresentations. 

Ir circular constructions from Pistiros, Butuceni, Dolincni, Bradu, and the later ones from 
Orăştia Mountains are considercd sanctuaries-calendars l inked directly with thc cult of the sun, 
having alsa an applicative functional predestination related, more or only with the supreme 
priest which representcd the link between the supreme god, the king and the socicty though the 
sent mcssenger cach 5 years to Zalmoxis, the cult hcarth, as ritual pits, could be linked to thc 
adoration of some concrete gods from thc Thraco-getic pantheon. 

The specialists consider that rectangular or circular clay hearth orten associated with 
"iiredogs", omamented with circular decor dane through impression, or with the reprcsentation 
of the "Thracian horseman" as on the picces from Zolotaj a  Balka; or with cord in relief decor, 
alveolar and crestcd cord as thosc from Poiana and Pistiros, represent altars related to the 
adoration of Big Goddcss, protector of family' s  hcarth. 

Lately was launched the assumption that clay altars could be l inked to the cult of Dactyls 
- protectors of thc extraction and manufacturing of iron - as the clay hcarth from Pistiros were 
discovered concentrated in one singlc place with a lot of pieces of ore and iron slag, fonning 
thus a sacred zone. 

It is  known that the Thracian-Geto-Dacian religion, being polytheist, disposed of  a 
complicated doctrine with a lot of deities and as a consequence with a numerous cast of priests, 
hierarchical and well instructed (Sîrbu 2006, p. 2 1 -86), which held a sufficient levei of 
knowlcdge and ski l ls  necessary to forecast the weather according to the movcment of the 
celestial bodics, using for this end the sanctuaries-calcndars, to heal the humans and animals  
with medical plants, to  practice the ccroplastics - "fircdogs" - and different l ibations at the 
rectangular or circular altars . 
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