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Preface

The organization, at the beginning of a university year, of
an International Symposium with an obvious contemporary theme
represents, in our view, an engagement in a scientific dialogue
which is both necessary and useful from a professional
perspective.

We are all fully aware of the importance of writing
monographic studies, in various fields, that would have the
qualities and significance of approaches with the widest
historiographical and social impact.

In recent decades, the historiographies from many
European countries, and especially those in central and eastern
part of the European continent, witnessed an unprecedented
ferment marked by openness and recovery, by the correction of
the way in which past realities were presented during
Communism, and by methodological innovations.

In this context of undeniable progress, the monographic
research strongly manifested itself, the results being the most
consistent ones. However, not all initiatives in this field have had
the expected completion; thus emerged a conjunctural,
unscientific literature, which must be critically examined in order
to diminish the spreading of parasitic practices.

I was interested in the stage of the concerns for the
history of rural and urban settlements, for the recent methods of
their reconstitution. As there has been full freedom of approach,
it happened that, in a situation lacking minimum exigency, texts
of questionable quality were written by some very determined
amateurs who meant well to the communities they belonged to,
but they inevitably contaminated historiography with papers of
saddening superficiality which lowered the level of such
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approaches (even though they had been well-meant) until the
nineteenth century. The phenomenon in question does not seem
to narrow down but more than ever it is developed especially
from subjective reasons.

Therefore, we believe it is time to formulate — in an
appropriate scientific framework — constructive standpoints
meant to bring forward these intellectual elaborations in the
history field.

It is also a welcome opportunity to note the outstanding
achievements in this vast field of monographic research, to bring
our contribution to a more applied and informed drafting of
monographic papers.

We sincerely greet our colleagues from the University of
Miskolc who responded to our invitation and we thank them for
their readiness and effort.

*

The papers included in this volume have been structured
on several historiographical themes. Thus, in the first sequence
we included papers that represent the standpoints of some
Romanian and Hungarian authors regarding monographs on
some localities (Viorel Faur has stated his opinion, with critical
discernment, on the studies of this nature covering the town
history; Fiva Gyulai expressed her standpoint, with an obvious
scientific rigor, on the monographs of Miskolc town, written in
1886-1911, 1929 and 1996-2007. The efforts made by the great
scientist Marcel Renard between 1962 and 1968 to write a
monograph on “Roman Dacia” are reconstructed, based on a
valuable unpublished correspondence, by Sever Dumitrascu),
banks (such as those representing Romanian financial capital in
Transylvania at the end of the 19" century and the beginning of
the next one have been reconsidered by Mihai Drecin) and the
way in which monographic texts were written on some rural
localities in the southern part of the county in 1941 (i.e. the case
of Budureasa village has been researched by Antonio Faur).
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The same concern for the evaluation of previous
monographic texts can also be seen in the papers written by Aurel
Chiriac.

Zita Horvath (who has focused on the synthesis of
Hungarian history from the perspective of the changes in its
political system), Gabriel Moisa (about the political influences on
the development of historiography regarding Transylvania in the
period 1965-1989). Radu Rominasu aims at monographic papers
published in the last two decades in Bihor County which present
aspects of cultural life in the period 1849-1940) and Hajnal
Tavaszi (highlights Dezs6 Feher’s initiative, from 1937, to publish
a monograph on Oradea and Bihor County, which included a
thorough chapter on the intellectuals who became known in
many fields).

The second important component of the book is
intended for writing monographic papers on some personalities
in various fields of history. It is about the Orthodox Metropolitan
of Ardeal, Sava Bracovici (whom Mihai Georgiti is bringing up to
date), dr. Ioan Ciordas, the militant and martyr from Bihor (to
whom Diana Iancu is configuring a relevant biographical route),
Silviu Dragomir, the professor and historian from Cluj (the
numerous studies and articles written about him were analysed by
Sorin  Sipos), the archaeologist and historian Constantin
Daicoviciu (recent papers about him being examined by Mihaela
Goman) and the family of archaeologists from Cluj, Géza and
Istvan Ferenczi (whose research about the Dacians and the
Romans in Transylvania is underlined by Laura Ardelean and
Mihaela Cioca).

In an interpretative manner, Attila Tézsa-Rigd identifies
the main trends of German and Austrian historical writing in the
decade 1990-2000, such as the research on bourgeois elites and
towns, on urban mentality. Interesting contributions to the
history of settlements on the valley of Bistra (Bihor County) are
made by Florin Sfrengeu, after whom Ciprian Robotin completes
the history of the Greek-Roman Church in Radesti. Adrian
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Dume’s paper on the viticulture in Bihor County in the 18" and
19" centuries is included at the end of the volume.

A result of the collaboration between academics from
Oradea and Miskolc, as a cross-border experience, this collective
volume is representative in at least two aspects: of professional
rigor and of a European spirit, of getting out of the isolation and
making a useful change of opinions among the historians from
the two neighbouring countries. In our opinion, this must
continue in order to shed light on the historiographical problem
of obvious novelty.

Oradea, 23.07. 2012 PhD Prof. Antonio FAUR

10
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POINTS OF VIEW ON RECENT
MONOGRAPHS (SINCE 1995 AND 2007)
ON ORADEA

Viorel FAUR

Abstract: A prevailing historiographical concern in the last two
decades, both on national and local level, the research on the bistory of urban and
rural settlements has recorded, by publishing their results (represented by books
and studies), obvious progress meaning that the information data and, therefore,
the knowledge of numerous places in Romania bas been widely extended. From
this perspective, Oradea bas benefited from the emergence of two historical
monographs, published in 1995 and 2007. The author of the present paper
critically examines these monographic texts in order to contribute to the correction
of some errors (typographical and interpretation ones), so that, in the future, the
reported gaps could be eliminated for developing the most comprebensible and
lasting studies on the past of the town on Crisul Repede River, highlighting the
most significant events. Among the most obvious fatlures of the first volume are,
Jor example, the basty remarks on the contemporary bistory of the town and also
the reproduction (in both monographs) of coloured pictures (at their ends)
representing edifices built before 1918, thus creating the impression that no
valuable building was erected from 1919 to 2009, which is a considerable gap and
a blatant untruth.

Key words: monographs, Oradea municipality, critical examination,

gaps, contemporary tinme

Writing some monographic studies on urban and rural
settlements represents an approach that had an upward dynamic
from 1990 to 2010, due to a total freedom of action in this
respect. Authorised people (history researchers, archivists and

13
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curators) and also people passionate about knowing the past of
their native towns, who — through amateurship (sometimes a self-
interested one) — got involved in the editing activity of some
monographs on the settlements in Bihor, brought their
contribution to the emergence of some texts of this nature, yet
unprofessional and degrading for the genuine historical writing.

They took a stand against these pseudo-scientific products
in the pages of local papers, yet without diminishing their number
noticeably. We render a fully justified critical remark: “deeply
considering these things, one must say that these experiments are
superficial enough, they do not materialise in monographic studies,
but in albums presenting some localities (our underl, — V.I.), to
which a geographical-historical-demographic-cultural sketch is
attached, not always of the best quality, neither from an
interpretation (analysis) nor from an authenticity standpoint. They
were partly lucky because of the documentation that diminishes the
impression of “easy improvisation”, yet being far from “a serious
scientific approach™’.

Indeed, the use of scientific rigor is welcome, especially
for such purposes, when the illustrations of the so-called
monograph are more consistent” than the text itself, putting the
emphasis on the image rather than on the historical reconstitution
of the past of some localities.

However, we must point out that there are also some
assessment methods of what a monograph means, on which we
do not dwell any longer, as we did not want to examine, with a
demanding critical spirit, what has been published in Bihor
County in the last years and what is called a monograph (even if,
sometimes, in an inappropriate wayl!).

U See Un album al satulni Poiana de Vagcau (An Album of the Village Poiana de
Vascdn), in Zodii in cumpdnd, Oradea, spring of 2011, p. 24.

2 There were some situations when the sponsors of the “monograph” were
more present in its pages (with photographs, documents about their economic
activity, etc) than the images related to those places. Here it is about an
uninspired publicity that diminishes the value of the product.

14
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We focus, on this occasion, on the History of Oradea Town,
which came out in 1995 at Cogito Publishing House (in
Oradea), belonging to the poet loan Tepelea, the head of the
Army House in town at that time and a very active organiser of
cultural events.

The book was printed in an edition of 1,000 copies, in
exceptional conditions on wove paper. It was coordinated by
Liviu Borcea (the renowned mediaevalist from Bihor County) and
Gh. Gorun, as well as 14 other authors whose names we do not
mention here. The book opens with a text symbolically entitled
The Times and Seasons of the Town signed by Petru Filip, the mayor
of Oradea who helped editing this monographic study. It is about
a romantic account of memorable pages in the town history and
names of great personalities who were linked to its history.

In the Preface of the book (written on October 20, 1994),
its authors state that “this work is still zbe first historical monograph
on the town on Crisul Repede River” (our underl, — V.F.), or, in
other words, the first historiographical attempt to reconstitute the
entire history of the settlement from antiquity to the beginning of
the 21 century.

Therefore, we face an unprecedented initiative that aimed,
with a stated pride, the object of a convincing historical
restoration even from the very first attempt. To do so, it would
have been necessary to get all the authoritative intellectual forces*
of Oradea involved (and some of the intellectual ones from Cluj-
Napoca), so that — by joint efforts — the most significant aspects

3 Istoria oragului Oradea (The History of Oradea), coordinators Liviu Borcea and
Gheorghe Gorun, Cogito Publishing House, Oradea, 1995, more than 515 p.
+ colour illustrations.

4 After the emergence of the monograph, it was discussed in the local papers,
in a critical manner, the fact that important and renowned historians and
researchers (some of them university staff) were not asked to contribute to
writing that monograph. We do not know the exact reasons, yet it diminished
the quality of the final text, thus of the entire attempt. Anyway, those who
took part in writing the monograph, especially its coordinators, assumed both
its advantages and its shortcomings.

15
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of the history of the town on Crisul Repede River would be
reconsidered at the level of post-revolutionary requirements.

Aware of the imperfection of the monographic text we
refer to, its authors mention that “our work is far from being
exchanstive, that, undoubtedly, snwanted inaccuracies have slipped in’,
besides the wnavoidable omissions’ ... Some authors’  personal
limitations® are added to these” (our underl. — V.F.).

The part of contemporary history was mostly criticized, as
the coordinators of the book admitted: “During the last four
decades and a half, the existence of the town has encountered
many difficulties in its reconstruction..., we were happy to werely
sketch only a few of the achievements and failures of those years,
leaving those who come after us to reconstitute, with the necessary
detachment (our underl. — V.F.), this historical epoch™.

Therefore, they admitted the inability of an objective
examination of the period after 1944, being necessary for some
time to pass so as things settle down and the distance to what
happened before 1989 to be as large as possible; this was the only
way in which one could get closer, with no prejudices and a
certain tribute paid to the conjunctural spirit, by the truth of facts
and events.

After locating the settlement, they continued with the
reconstitution of its ancient history (including its transition to
Middle Ages), based on the archaeological material discovered so
far (and published in various specialty magazines, books and

5> Nobody could claim an “exhaustive” monograph as long as most of these
studies are systematically, coherent and with a synthetic character, so it does not
need to include all the data and events recorded in the history of a settlement.

¢ We notice the preventive meaning (or, probably justifying) of this assertion.

7 It depends what we mean by “unavoidable omissions”. These could be
insignificant details or even the ignorance of some realities with certain
significance for the town inhabitants.

8 They are too obvious for some authors as it will become apparent in our
review. It was required that they would be diminished by the professional
intervention of the coordinators who have clear responsibilities in this respect.
9 Ibidem, p. 4.
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repertoires as well as the one in museum and private collections)
and on reference bibliography. It follows that the beginnings of
the settlement on Crisul Repede River dates back to the 5"
millennium BC, these being recorded in some ceramic remains
belonging to Cris culture.

Hence, the existing of living in the area of Oradea
municipality has a long history of over 7,000 years which places it
among the oldest urban centres in Romania. We noticed the
testimonies of Geto-Dacian civilization discovered around
Oradea as well as those of the Romanian continuity in this region,
which have an undeniable scientific value.

Liviu Borcea, a competent researcher of that issue and the
author of an appreciated work on medieval Bihor, wrote about
the medieval time in the past of Oradea with some connections
with its surroundings (as well as in the broader geographic
context of Bihor County).

The chapter on Industrial Age (p. 159-200), however, has
obvious gaps which add to the fact that its author (Gheorghe
Gorun, who is also the coordinator of the monograph, being
morally obliged — from this position — to be exigent with the
other collaborators and self-exigent, to the same extent) is
dependent on a limited bibliography, frequently the one on the
history of church and education.

It sometimes happens that subjectivity will play tricks on
him, meaning that he will not quote works about Samuil Vulcan’s
library (the first one'’ published in 1972) which are obviously
useful, limited to one study, in fact thoroughly argued by the
professor V. Maxim.

10 Viorel Faur, Cartile romanesti din biblioteca iluministului orddean Samuil V ulcan
(Romanian Books in the library of the Enlightener from Oradea, Samuil Vulean), in
Revista bibliotecilor, Buchatest, 1972, nr.6, p. 350-359. The more extensive work
of the researcher Florian Dudas is not mentioned, which confirms the
preferences of the mentioned author and not a rigorous spirit as it would have
been required, especially in a monograph text edited and circulated from a
cultural and scientific perspective by Oradea Town Hall.

17

https://biblioteca-digitala.ro



While hurrying to provide actual facts, Gh. Gorun
overlooks realities of particular significance, such as the presence
of Gheorghe Sincai to the court of the Bishop Samuil Vulcan, on
which ocassion he made a complete copy of Hronicii romanilor (The
Romanians” Chronicle) and he also published his renowned Elege
(Elegy), an important autobiographic text.

It is also surprising the fact that the author of the
reconstitution of Oradea during Enlightenment does not
mention any historians such as Nicolae lorga (who considered
that the first “Romanian scientific academy functioned in
Oradea”), Pompiliu Teodor (who published, in Familia, an
excellent article on Oradea as one of the Romanian cultural
centres of great importance at the end of the 18" century and
the beginning of the next one) and Florian Dudas, just to
mention a few.

However, this chapter of the monograph will require
substantial additions in the event of a future publication of
another history of Oradea.

There is a text about Oradea in the Years 1848-1849, signed
by the same author, in the chapter we are talking about. It is
outdated, in terms of scientific research, being like a compilation
(in personal style) after a book written by the lawyer from
Oradea, Hegyesi Marton, published in 1885"".

Moreover, one has the feeling — when reading this
subchapter — that Hegyesi Marton’s work is more serious and
thorough than the one elaborated in 1995, which should have had
to exploit the unpublished information found in the documents
at Bihor County Branch of the National Archives.

Noticing the fact that such a historical issue of certain
significance was simply sent to the mentioned subchapter, we
published a series of articles in the local paper (in Crisana Plus and

11 Although it is quoted tens of times, this book is not on the list of the “used”
books (probably inadvertently and superficially) at the end of the book (see
Abbreviation of the used bibliography). It is another proof of the lack of basic
scientific rigour.

18
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Cele trei Crisuri) and a book'” about the revolutionary events of 1848,
in which the institutions from Oradea played an important part.

The first five subchapters of the chapter Epoca industriald
(1850-1919) (Industrial Age), written by Liviu Borcea are accurate
and balanced, with only a few gaps (that can be completed in the
future) regarding the political and cultural life of the town in the
dualist period (1867-1919).

Relatively similar is also the manner in which the history
of Oradea in the interwar period (1919-1940) and in the four
years of its temporary Horthyst occupation (1940-1944) was
reconstructed.

However, we believe that it was inappropriate to transfer
the tragic situation of the Jews in Oradea and the northern part of
Bihor County in 1944 to another chapter entitled Comunititile
religioase  din  Oradea  (Religions ~ Communities in  Oradea). The
ghettoization of over 35,000 Jews (in the two ghettos in Oradea)
and their deportation to the death camps in Poland were political
events that permanently marked the history of the town in the
20™ century, being the biggest human tragedy that happened in
Oradea since the Tartar invasion in 1241-1242, when the entire
population was exterminated and the settlement destroyed.

The post-war period (1945 — 1989) raises some question
marks although the author of the text (Claudia Bonaciu), almost
unknown, tries to justify her own interpretation by a quotation from
a valuable book written by Vlad Georgescu: “... a careful researcher
should deal with the communist society with the same objective methods he/ she
had nsed when researching the previous societies” (our underl. — V.F.).

The prejudices in the post-December period, strongly
animated by a proclaimed fierce anti-communism and turned into
a scarecrow for some fellow townspeople, were extremely strong,

12 Viorel Faur, Rowminii din Crisana in anii revolutionari 1848-1849 (Romanians in
Crisana during the Revolutionary Years, 1548-1849), vol. 1 (1848), Editura
Universitatii din Oradea, 2005, 540 p.

13 Vlad Geotgescu, Istoria romanilor de la origini pand in zilele noastre (The History of
Romanians from the Origins until Today), Bucuresti, 1992, p. 254.

19
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thus the above mentioned opinion was embraced by too many
scholars.

Returning to the texts on the recent history of the town,
we can state that it is about a “sketch” (as it was announced in
the Preface) of this chapter in its history, outlined from data and
names, without comments or synthetic formulations, for fear of
not making mistakes in relation to the contemporary perceptions
(some of which “looked back in anger” towards their own
traumatic events).

It is surprising the way in which the coordinators of the
monograph have understood to represent the town architecture
as it really 7s (and as it can be seen by any citizens or visitors). They
were discriminatory (if not biased!) in the colour reproduction of the
edifices (with historical and artistic value) that had been built
before the First World War'* (except for The Hebrew Martyrs’
Monument in 1944).

It was natural for the architecture of the second half of
the 20" century (that houses most of the town population) 7o be
visible wunder the same conditions (not by a few black and white
buildings scattered among the chapters). They have an
undisputable documentary and architectural value, being the
result of the work of some talented architects and some
Romanian and Hungarian citizens.

Thus, by respecting the truth, these elements of historical
continuity testify the spirit of the time as well as the previous
ones (before 1918). Est modus in rebus (There is measure in all
things), the Latin maxim that urges us, for thousands of years, to
keep a fair “measure” in everything we do, especially when we are
the authors willing to offer viable work to the contemporaries
and to posterity.

In 2007, Arca Publishing House printed the second
edition, “revised and enlarged”, of the History of Oradea fifteen

14 We should understand that the author who dealt with this aspect feels
nostalgic about the Austro-Hungarian Monarchy, because the buildings erected
were worthy of appreciation. Has history stopped for him, instead?

20
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years later since the first edition. It benefits from the same elegant
typographic conditions. In the first part, the texts written by the
mayor Petru Filip and the Preface (from the first edition) are
reproduced. This time, they are anticipated by some comments'
made by the writer Mircea Bradu, the manager of the publishing
house and the main initiator of this edition. One can notice the
first “hesitations” that are “so obvious in certain extracts” of the
first edition. These hesitations “had to be clarified”!

Furthermore, there were some “necessary” additions to
the texts included in it and it was imperative for another edition
to be published; this new edition would have to be, first of all,
“revised” so that its pages could be “at the level of information
and scientific rigour of the year 2007".

On the title page of the History, one can also see the word
“enlarged”, which means that some chapters have been expanded by
including some historical rehabilitation that lacked in the first edition.

The editor’s clarifications made us think of the possibility
of having a more consistent edition (from an information
standpoint) also illustrated by a “review” of some shortcomings
(out of which we mentioned the most obvious ones). The fifteen
years would have enabled the authors to refine their texts to the
requirements of the year 2007 when fully justified claims could be
tully asserted.

15 Mircea Bradu, La a dona editie (For a Second Edition), in Istoria orasului Oradea
(The History of Oradea Town),Second edition, ARCA Publishing House, 2007, p.
5. The second paragraph contains errors of speech: “in spite of priseless wealth
(correct: priceless) of the documents related to the o/d experience (it is to note
here that the first archaeological discoveries in the centre of Oradea date back
to the 5 century BC, thus the settlement is 7,000 years old, being multimillenary
— fun)....., of a bright plade (correct: Pleiades) of personalities who have
written about the fortress in the town on Crisul Repede River...Daring,
because the period between the Second World War and the year 7998 (correct:
1989), a turning point ....for the correct appraisal of an epokh (corect: epoch).
There are too many “loopholes” in such a short text that “opens” the new
edition of the Town History, giving the impression of haste and superficiality.

16 Thidem.
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How are things in reality? When comparing the two
editions, we reach the conclusion that they are almost identical,
except for those about the history of Oradea after 1944, a new
chapter (that replaces the old one I have already stated my
opinion about) written by Gabriel Moisa.

The noticed deficiencies regarding the revolutionary
events in Oradea'” in the years 1848 — 1849 and the local
expression of Romanian Enlightenment remained intact
although, during a decade and a half, they could have been
removed through a thorough investigation and reconsideration in
accordance with the development of the historical research.

The illustrations date up to 1918, most of the ones
depicting the socialist years being black and white, thus
maintaining the attitude that we have criticised as being
inconsistent to the truth.

Using “the final solution” in the issue of the Jews from
Bihor by the state authorities (Town Hall, Gendarmerie, and
Army) has not been reconsidered at its tragic dimension.

In a nutshell, the expected progress has not been made,
the only noticeable thing being only the part referring to the post-
war history.

The time sequence from 1945 to the end of the last century
is still (in comparison with the text in the first edition) being carefully
reconstituted, being obvious the factual arguments (data, names,
numbers). Unfortunately, the text also includes questionable
statements that could have been avoided by the author'®.

17 They went so far that Hegyesi Marton’s work (in which the author of the
text finds his inspiration) is not mentioned in the wsed bibliography (from p. 483
— 500), although it is quoted (with the abbreviation: Hegyesi, 1885) more than
50 times, which reveals a full dependence on the work written by the lawyer
from Oradea.

18 We reproduce, at random, (as we are not going to make a full examination
of that text), a few sentences for improvement: 1. “The new mayor was much
more active in all respects. He was more involved..” (p. 396); “He (it is about
Dragos Erné, an anonymous — n.n.) was one of the mayors who got involved
the most in the life of the fortress, becoming conspicuous, first of all, by the
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The publication of the two historical monographs on
Oradea, with all their interpretation imperfections and
information and documentation weaknesses'’, has the value of a
historiographical gain for specialists and of an informative means
for the readers interested in history. It represented a stage of
monographic reconsideration which the current and future
research will have to go beyond, taking what was solid (out of
what has been published so far) and continuing with a demanding
recall of the real dimensions of the history of the town.

In our opinion, writing a new monograph would be
welcomed, a work that would involve researchers and university
professors knowledgeable about the millennia past of the
settlement on Crisul Repede River.

numerous achievements he supported by improving the living conditions of the town
inhabitants” (p. 396); “The first mayor rising from the crowd gathered in front
of the Town Hall was Mircea Bradu” (p. 397); a true tribute was bought to the
mayor Petru Filip (I wonder why?), in an awkward wooden language: being
one (Petru Filip — n.n.) of the professors the students (in Oradea) have a lot to learn
Jrom. In this capacity, be fook part in several training courses or seminars both in the
country and abroad’ (p. 399). But what did he achieve as the town mayor? We
will find information in other sources because, in the text we quoted from,
there is a biographic sketch letting us know where the former mayor was born,
what courses he attended, etc. Here is what the author considered to be
important (of course, from an interestingly praising perspective): “The local
elections in June 2004 brought Petru Filip a new term as a mayor. It is cerzainly
a great performance, probably unique in Romania” (it is not unique as there are
some mayors who have held their position from before 1989 and almost to
2011) (p. 399). It would have been necessary to temper the evocative zeal for
the benefit of scientific rigour so that the text could be a reconstruction of
academic nature and not a proof of quasi-electoral propaganda.

19 We mention the fact that there are many things to improve in the two texts.
This does not mean that the monograph in question is neither useful nor a
breakthrough in research. It is regrettable the circumstance that no attempt has
been made (probably it was not wanted) to appeal, officially, to all specialists in
history (and, especially, in writing monographic studies) from Oradea and Cluj-
Napoca, in order to write a thorough monograph and, at the same time, a
more reliable one.
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ONE CENTURY, ONE TOWN, THREE
MONOGRAPHS - TOWN MONOGRAPHS ON
MISKOLC (1886-1911; 1929; 1996—-2007)

Eva GYULAI

Abstract: The volumes’ number and scopes of the books in question are
very different: from a 5-volume series, through a single volume city monograph up to the
recent MISKOLC MONOGRAPH launched in 1996 which has not been over yet. The
editor and author of five-volume SZENDREI published during the Astro-Hungarian
Dualism was well-known military and culture historian Janos Szendres, the interwar
monograph was edited by Béla Halmay, later mayor of Miskole and Andor 1eszib,
director of the local museum, the a chief editor of the MISKOLC MONOGRAPH is
urban bistorian Istvan Dobrossy, former director of the county archives. The largest
difference among the monographs on Miskole published during a century seems to be in
structural aspects, and all of them are products of their own age refer to the political
background of their era, but the works on Miskole® history meet scientific criteria of
their times and adequate to modern historical writing in the same time.

Key words: City of Miskol, city monograph, Austro-Hungarian
Dualism, interwar era, post-socialist urban bistory

Bibliography'
There are only few cities in Central, Europe which impute
three historical monographs in one century, and among these

1 On the city monographs and historical bibliography on Miskolc cf: FARAGO
Tamas: Vdrosmonografia — Miskole monografia (Kérdések, problémdik, tanulsigok az
eddigp XVII-XIX. sgazadra vonatkozd Miskole torténeti kutatdsok tikrében) |City
Monograph — Miskole Monograph: Questions, Problems and Lessons Based
on the Study of Miskolc during the Eighteenth and Nineteenth Centuries In:
Studia Miskolcinensia 3. Torténelni tanulmanyok. A Miskolci Egyetem tirténettudomanyi
tanszékeinek évkinyve, Miskolc, 1999, 246-254.
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“fortunate” cities we can find Miskolc, former market town

owned by the monarchs of the Hungarian Kingdom in the

Middle and Modern Ages, later county seat of Borsod county,

and a privileged city with municipal rights from the late 19"

century. In the socialist era Miskolc has been defined as city of

county rights, this rank has been preserved in the 90s after the
regime change had taken place.
The monographs in question are as follows:

1. “SZENDRE{”: SZENDREi, Janos:  Miskolc wvdiros tirténete és
egyetemes  helyirata  [History and Topography of Miskole/, 1-V.
Miskolc varos kozonsége [Edited by Public of City of
Miskolc], Miskole, 18961911 (170l 1, 435; pp. Vol II, pp.
733; Vol 111, pp. 602; Vol IV, pp. 938; ol 1/, pp. 672.

2. “HALMAY—LESZIH”: Miskolk. Edited by Dr HALMAY, Béla—
LesziH, Andor. A Magyar Varosok Monografiaja
Kiadéhivatal [Publications Office for Monographs of
Hungarian Cities|, Budapest, 1929 (pp. 554)

3. “MISKOLC MONOGRAPH: Miskolc tirténete G kitethen |Six-
volume History of Miskolc], I-V. Series Editor in Chief:
DOBROSSY,  Istvan.  Borsod—Abauj—Zemplén  Megyei
Levéltar—Herman Ott6 Muzeum [Archives of Borsod—
Abauj—Zemplén County—Herman Otto Museum]|, Miskolc,
19962007 (VoL I, pp. 495; V7ol 11, pp. 600; 1ol 111/ 1-2, pp.
1056; 1ol I17/1=2. pp. 1233; Vol. 17/1-2. pp.552+590 =
1042)

respective importance of the external features

Volumes, Scope, Time Interval

The volumes’ number and scopes of the books in
question are very different: the first is a huge work of 5 thick
volumes, the interwar monograph makes up a single volume; the
recent MISKOLC MONOGRAPH launched in 1996 has not been
over yet, the chief editor has planned viz. six-volume work, of
which only five tomes were published. The choice of scope and
volume number, of course, was not arbitrary, but external

25

https://biblioteca-digitala.ro



features and characteristics have been adopted to the recipients’
needs of the certain historical era and to currently prevailing
“fashion” of publishing historical works. According to the
volumes and contents, the latest work still unfinished and
planned six-tome monograph, no doubt, has won the highest
rung of the virtual podium. Both of the multi-volume editions
took more years: a quarter of a century (!) before WWI and the
recent work still waiting for the 6" volume 11 years. This fact
being reflected in scientific feature and needs predicts the
difference between the interwar HALMAY—ILESZIH and the multi-
volume monographs edited in Austro-Hungarian Dual Monarchy
and during the recent Post-socialist Era, too.

Editing and Editors

The editor of five-volume monograph bearing popular
name “The Szendrei” was published during the Astro-Hungarian
Dualism by well-known military and culture historian Janos
Szendrei (Miskole, 1857 — Budapest, 1917), who assumed key
position in the preparation and conduct of the Hungarian
Millennium Exhibition 1896.> He was born of family name
Wagner in Miskolc into a burger family of a lawyer, therefore he
showed great commitment towards Miskolc; but he made a
remarkable career as a “star historian” in Budapest. The 5-volume
monograph was sponsored and funded by the “Public of
Miskolc”, 1. e. the Miskolc residents and mainly by the City
Council, which covered the printing costs of the Volume I in
1882, furthermore the series of monograph was paid by the
subscribers who pre-ordered the publication and the customers
who bought the issues, too. The author Mr Wagner—Szendrei was
paid with 30 copies of the first issue.

2 More about Janos Szendrei cf.: KOPASZ Erzsébet: Szendrei Janos bibliogrdfia
[Bibliography on Janos Szendrei]. Miskolc Varosi Konyvtar—Herman Otto
Muzeum, Miskolc, 1982 (Documentatio Borsodiensis, 4)

3 Municipal Board Decision, Miskolc, 13. June 1882. SZENDREL I, p. 17.
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Janos Szendrei. Photo, ca 1890.
HOM HTD Inv. No. 52.205.18.2.

In the preface of the first tome written by the editor—
author are movingly explained the reasons of editing Miskolc’s
history, and Szendrei points the draft of the additional volumes,
too. The next tome was published only 8 years later, and the last
one in 1911. The volumes printed in the Miskolc press of Gyula
Forster. The issues were published in paperback without any
hardcover, this method was not unknown in that age, the
customers and readers made the paperback books binde with
predilection by their own bookbinder according to their own
taste.
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In contrary, the 1929 monograph was bound elegantly
with decorative cover, and it was edited by Béla Halmay (1881—
1953), currently deputy mayor of Miskolc, who became mayor
between 1935-1938" and Andor Leszih (1880—1963), director of
the local museum, the former gave the prestige and the financial
funds to the project, and the expert was Mr Leszih as museum
curator and archaeologist. The HALMAY—LESZIH was edited by a
stately sponsored nationwide foundation named Magyar Varosok
Monografiaja Kiadohiavatala [Publications Office for Hungarian
Town Monographs] leaded by chief editor Dr Miksa Ladanyi, so
this monograph is the only project launched by a national
publisher not by a local initiative.

There was a chief editor of the series of MISKOLC
MONOGRAPH town historian Istvan Dobrossy as director of the
county archives, but each volume, i. e. each historical period has a
peculiar editor, who was among the authors of the same issue,
too, including excellent historians as medievalist Andras Kubinyi
(19292007, member of MTA Hungarian Academy of Scienses
since 2001) and the excellent researcher on he Turkish era:
Ferenc Szakaly (1942—1999, MTA member 1995). The five-
volume series with elegant hardcover featuring the coat of arms
of Miskolc acquired in 190 and regained in 1990 was editing by
the county archives and county museum of Borsod, and funded
by the City Council. Tamas Kobold Mayor of Miskolc between
1994-2002 regarded his important task to support the
monograph project.’

4 KAprust Kirisztian: Keresgrezett életutak. Halmay Béla és Honti Béla miskolci
polgdrmesterek |Crossroads of Careers. Mayors of Miskolc: Béla Halmay and
Béla Honti]. Borsod-Abatj-Zemplén Megyei Levéltar—Pfliegler J. Alapitvany,
Miskolc, 2005

5> KOBOLD Tamas, Mayor of Miskolc (19906): Ajdniis [Recommandation]. In:
MISKOLC MONOGRAPH, I, 7-9.
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SZENDREI, I, Cover (1886)

Monographs’ Structure

The largest difference among the monographs on Miskolc
published during a century seems to be in structural aspects, of
course. The first monograph about Miskolc edited and partially
written by Janos Szendreti is a real historical work; it is about only
town history, nothing else. The 5 volumes are divided according
to general historical periods: prehistory, medieval and early
modern epochs, and the modern era up to the current years of
that time (Volumes I, 1T, IV). It is only the 3" voume that breaks the
series of the historical periods, because this issue contains merely
historical sources (charters, protocols of town council, conscriptions
etc.) intended for all the volumes from the earliest records till the
year 1843. The 5" tome is also special, because here is published a
separate cultural history (theater and literature) on modern Miskolc,
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and there is a chapter about the current municipal, communal
institutes and civil societies. Probably it was the contemporary
political and public pressure that compelled Janos Szendrei as an
editor to deal with contemporary issues, as well.

SZENDREI, 1896—
1911

HALMAY-LESZIH,
1929

MISKOLC
MONOGRAPH, 1996—
2007

History (I)
Vol. I: Topography, |Prehistory Vol. I: Prehistory and
Prehistory Middle Ages till 1526
Vol. II: Town History | History 10001878 Vol. II: Early Modern
1000—1800 History till 1702
Vol. IV: Town Contemporary History |Vol. III: Modern

History 1800—1910

1878-1929

History till 1847

Demography; Vol. IV: Age of
Administration Dualism till 1918
Vol. I1I: Archival History of Churches | Vol. V. Inter- and post-
Sources (1225-1843) war History till 1949
Vol. V: Culture School History [Vol. VI:

History, History of
Town’ Institutes,
Data-base 1800-1910

Contemporary History
till 1990]

»Sociology” (1I)

Each pertiod/volume’

topics
Literature and Arts Nationwide and Local
Political History
Society and Social Topography
policy
Sports’ History Demography
Military Affairs; Police |Agriculture and
Markets
Courts and Justice Industry (Crafts)
Economy; Agriculture | Commerce
Geology and Society
Hydrology
Ethnography Administration
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Database (11I) Culture

Data-base; Firms
(Compass)

The MISKOLC MONOGRAPH’s structural system has a
modern editorial concept, i. e: every historical period is
discussing and processing on the basis of the same points and
issues (nationwide and local political history, topography,
demography, agriculture and markets, industry and crafts,
commerce, social history, administration, culture). These topics
are framing the chapters and parts of the volumes, too. It is also a
modern principle of editorial matter, that periods are shared also
by the urban history’ turning points as 1702 when the market
town Miskolc had freed itself for half a century from the serfdom
status. The periodization of the work relates partly the town’s
special history, partly the national history, because the termini are
generally the same, the turning points of the Hungarian history as
1526, 1847, 1918, 1949 were the significant terms of Miskolc, too,
because the town’s history followed the main streams of national
politics, with the only exception of the year 1702, when Miskolc
as a market town owned by the king had emancipated itself from
the landowner’s jurisdiction for half a century.

The 1929 single-volume-work does not fit completely in
the line of the historical monographs, because it is a mixture of a
historical work and a current database and sociological
description of interwar Miskolc. This publication was intended
for a wide public both of local and national population, and
besides town history the publishers also made a kind of survey on
state of the city's current institutes, administration, firms,
demography, economical and cultural affairs. In the book, though
well separated, there have appeared together the past and the
present, so this solemn-looking monograph was wanted to be a
manual of town history and contemporary data for the middle-
class readers of that age.
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HArmMAY-1ESZIH, Hardeover (1929)

The structure in question always relates to the certain and
current historiographic tendency, so the SZENDREI is a typical
example of the positivism. This concept prefers primary historical
sources to theoretical considerations, that is why Janos Szendrei
published many archival texts and records, and devoted a whole
volume (the 3™ to editing sources, but the narrative texts of the
work are full of citations from archival records, as well.

Authors, Historians

For the SZENDREL, the only author was the editor himself,
but we know, that the leading historians of the 19" century worked
with many assistants and auxiliaries, as archivists, students, teachers,
who fulfilled the “small work™ in the archives and libraries, though
“one-man monograph” was typical in these times, known to all, that
there were many other co-workers, even “literary negroes” behind
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the single author. It is Janos Szendrei, who points out in the preface
of the 3" volume, that there were others to help him with the work,
as Antal Velics (1855-1915) orientalist, turkologist, who translated
the Turkish letters addressed to Miskolc from the Pashas of Eger,
and like Béla Pettké (1863-1942) historian, archivist of the
Hungarian National Archives who searched archival sources for
Szendrei, too.” However, the identity of other aids is still unclear.

Unlike the previous one, the HALMAY—LESZIH has a lot of
authors, in number 38, but in our view i. e. town history writing,
there is only 4 relevant history-writers. Prehistory was written by
Ignac Galfty (1859-1940), chair of the Museum Committee, and
one of the editors: archeologist and museum curator Andor Leszih.
The 1929 town monograph’s historical parts including town history
from 1000 until 1878 were created by FErzsébet LEVELES, a
mysterious researcher of that age, who’s personality has been totally
forgotten. Her life, her curriculum and other works are unknown till
now, just be sure to know that her real name was Mrs Lajos Fertaly
née Aranka Reisch. The other author , who wrote the contemporary
history of Miskolc was Csaba Sassy (1884—1960, a famous poet,
publicist and song-writer, even operetta librettist, but not a
professional and educated historian, whose name as an artist’s was
known even outside the city at that time.

The authors of the latest post-socialist monograph cannot
be enumerated; many local and other historians took part in the
great project on MISKOLC MONOGRAPH. The higher the volume’s
figure was, the more historians appeared on the list of the co-writers.
Fewest participants worked for the first volume, the most for the 4®
and 5" tomes. The latter volumes had mainly local authors, while
there were two historians, Andras Kubinyi and Istvan Draskéczy
from ELTE University, Budapest among the 5 co-workers of the
first book. This fact influenced the quality of the volumes, too, the
1% and 2™ volumes are characterized by a unified approach, and they
have more coherence than the volumes published after that. Some

¢.SZENDREIL, III, pp. V=VIL
7 LEVELES, Erzsébet: The 800 Year Old Miskol. In: HALMAY—LESZIH, 11-126.
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authors have participated in writing more volumes, as Péter Téth
and Fva Gyulai (volumes I-III) or the chief editor Istvan Dobrossy,
editor of the 4" volume L4szl6 Veres or law historian Istvan Stipta
and historian Csaba Fazekas (III-V). This project was carefully
prepared mainly by the chief editor Istvan Dobrossy, there was held
a conference in 1991 on the themes of the first and second volumes,
and the papers presented there and even discussions and debate
were published in the local museum’s yearbook in 1991.° The
preliminary studies for the 4™ and 5" volumes were also reported in
the county archives’ yearbook of 2000.”

MISKOLC TORTENE
L

MISKOLC MONOGRAPH, I, Hardeover (1996)

8.4 Miskolei Herman Ottd Miigeum Kozleményer, 27(1991) [Bulletin of Herman
Ott6 Museum, Miskolc, 1991]

9 Borsod—Abarij—Zemplén Megyei 1evéltari Fuokinyw X. [2000]. Elstanulméinyok a
Miskole monogrdfia IV=1". kitetéhez (Miskole tirténete 1848—1949-ig) [Yearbook of
Borsod—Abatj—Zemplén County Archives, 2000. Preliminary Studies for the
4% and 5% Volumes of the Miskolc Monography]
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Monographs and “Zeitgeist” in writing history

Summarizing the topic 1 would say, that the Miskolc-
monographs are products of their own age and all of them refer
to the political background of their era, but the works in question
meet scientific criteria of their times and adequate to modern
historical writing in the same time. The SZENDREI fits to the
series of town histories published in Austro-Hungarian Dualism,
moreover it is one of the earliest monographs of this epoch, only
a couple works as History of Cluj'"’ and Arad monography'' had
been started and published eatlier.

The 1929 monograph is an issue of the series
“Monographs of Hungarian Towns” edited by a special office
(Magyar Varosok Monografidgja Kiadohivatal = Publications
Office for Monographs of Hungarian Cities] which was created
directly for this purpose with the same format. There were even
small towns that were shown in this series, as Baja, Mako, even
Kispest which was a district of Budapest. The attractive books
represented the inter-war Hungarian urban culture and
development with the message that the urbanization hadn’t
broken after the Trianon catastrophe. The HALMAI-LESZIH
represents Miskolc as a modern 20"-century Hungarian town
with a significant past and history. This volume and the whole
series is the product of the inter-war Hungarian culture policy,
nevertheless the part of the town history written by Erzsébet
Leveles is the best summary of Miskolc’s medieval and modern
history, ever.

The recent five-volume monograph matches the range of
the multi-volume town histories launched in the 70s and 80s, as

10 JAKAB, Elek: Kolozsvar forténete, 1-111. Kolozsvar varos kozonsége-M. Kir. Egyetemi
Nyomda, Budapest, 18701888 [Jakab, Elek: Histoty of Kolozsvar/Cluj. Ed. Public of
Kolozsvar. University Press, Buda, 1870-1888]; JAKAB, Elek: Oklevéltar Kolozsvar
torténete 2. és 3. kotetéhez. M. Kir. Egyetemi Nyomda Egyetemi Nyomda,
Buda, 1888 [Cartulary to the 2nd and 3rd Volumes of History of
Kolozsvér/Cluj, University Press, Buda, 1888]

T TAKATOS Otté: Arad torténete, I-111. Gyulai Istvan, Arad, 1881 [LAKATOS,
Otté: History of Arad tirténete, I-111. Gyulai Istvan, Arad, 1881]
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the Szeged'” and Debrecen”” monographs. The common feature
of them is that editing the volumes took more than one decade,
so the first parts were written due to a previous approach of
history-writing. Miskolc is a lucky example in this case, because
the researches and writing was started after the change of regime,
in 1990-s, so the whole monograph is a product of the modern
post-socialist historiography.

Abbreviations:

HOM HTD = Herman Otté6 Mazeum, Miskolc, Torténeti
Dokumentacié [Herman Ott6 Museum, Miskolc, Historical
Documentation]

12 Szeged torténete, 1-5.. Szerk.: KRISTO Gyula, BLAZOVICH Laszlé. Szeged
Viaros—Csongrad Megyei Levéltar, Szeged, 1983-2010 [History of Szeged. Ed.
KRISTO Gyula, BLAZOVICH Liszl6, Szeged, 1983-2010]

13 Debrecen tirténete, 1—6. Szerk.: SZENDREY Istvan, TOKODY Gyula etc.
Debrecen Viaros, Debrecen, 1984-2010 [History of Debrecen, 16. Ed.
SZENDREY Istvan, TOKODY Gyula etc, Debrecen, 1984-2010]

36

https://biblioteca-digitala.ro



MONOGRAPH of the “ROMAN DACIA” IN
BRUSSELS

Sever DUMITRASCU

Abstract : Entre 1962-1968 le savant Marcel Renard a mené une
botaille intense pour publie une monographie ,,Dacia Romana” éerite par de grands
savants romanistes et ellenistes roumains qui ont passé dégja dans ['éternité:
Constantin Daicovicin, Mibail Macrea, Dumitru Tudor, Emil Condurachi et D.
M. Pippid.

Cet onvrage - ci présente une séquence trés importante de I'bistoriographie
de ['archéologie roumaine par le dossier intitulé ,,Latomus - 1.'histoire de Dacia”.
Le dossier contient 16 pieces publiées en original ausst.

Keywords : Latomus, Roman Dacia, Renard, Tudor, Daicovicin

In Brussels appeared and appears the important
publication LATOMUS - Revue d\'Etudes Latines, led for years
by the venerable scholar MARCEL RENARD. Between 1962-
1968, with an angelic kindness, and add, with a great love for
Dacia, for Romania, Marcel Renard has fought for six years, to
publish a monograph ROMAN DACLA, written by the best
scientists of it, then the Romance and Hellenistic scientists:
CONSTANTIN DAICOVICIU, MIHAIL. MACREA, in Cluj,
DUMITRU TUDOR, EMIL. CONDURACHI and D. M.
PIPPIDI from Bucharest. However, it was not achieved, in this
formula, ever. All these scientists have been among the righteous.
The history of the ROMAN DACIA, from BRUSSELS, as a firm
plan that they could fulfill, giving scientific greatness, deserved, to
the Roman and Oriental Latin, so we are interested in the highest
degree. For knowing the history of the ROMAN DACLA in
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BRUSSELES, a sequence ot insignificant of the historiography
of the Romanian archeology, we bring into question a file called:
«LATOMUS - DACIA HISTORY » that Mrs. Lucia Daicoviciu
had the great kindness to entrust it to us for publication, for
which we thank respectfully.

The file contains 16 pieces, of which we will publish all
the originals in the Annex:

1.

10.
11.
12.
13.
14.

15.

38

The fetter of February 21, 1962 addressed by Marcel
Renard to C. Daicoviciu;

The fetter of March 10, 1962 addressed by D. Tudor, to
C. Daicoviciu;

Remarqgues Préliminaire, Copy 1 - Xerography, above on
the right D. Tudor wrote in pencil: Comrade Acad C.
Daicovicin (3 1),

Remarques Prélinrinaire, Copy 2 - Xerography, above on the
right D. Tudor wrote in pencil: Comrade Prof. M. Macrea;
The letter of June 26, 1962, addressed by M. Renard to
C. Daicoviciu;

The draft of the letter of C. Daicoviciu to M. Renard,
dated July 16, 1962 (2 £, written in pencil on all pages);
Autographic note of C. Daicovicin (on /4 files);
Dactilograma of C. Daicovicin’s letter to M. Renard, from
July 16, 1962 (2 sheets);

Dactilograma (copy) of C. Daicovicin’s letter to M. Renard,
July 16, 1962 (2 sheets);

The manuscript of the translation into French of the letter of
C. Daicoviciu to M. Renard C. of July 16, 1962;
Dactilograma of the letter in French addressed by C.
Daicoviciu to M. Renard, dated July 17, 1962;

M. Renard’s letter to C. Daicoviciu, dated July 25, 1962;
M. Renard's letter to C. Daicovicin, dated September 11, 1968;
Dactilograma of C. Daicovicin’s letter, to M. Renard, dated
September 14, 1968;

Dactilograma of C. Daicoviciu’s letter, to M. Renard, dated
September 19, 1968;
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16. M. Renard’s letter to C. Daicovicin, dated September 23,
1968.

It is very important to start commenting on these
documents with the very first sentence of MARCEL RENARD,
proposing the publication of a SERIES of monographs on the
history of the Roman provinces and wants to start the series with:
ROMAN DACIA: ,,COMME J'AVAIS EU L'OCCASION, IL'Y
A QUELQUE TEMPS, D'ECRIRE A M. TUDOR, J'"EN Al
PROFITE POUR LUI FAIRE PART DE MON PROJET DE
PUBLIER UNE SERIE D'OUVRAGES SUR LES
PROVINCES ROMAINES, A COMMENCER PAR LA
DACIE” (our underline S.D.).

In Dumitru Tudor’s letter to C. Daicoviciu he, sending
two monograph projects(for C. Daicoviciu and M. Macrea)
proposes, among others to lead the monograph: "To expedite the
work (o.u. S.D.), I propose you to pass the responsibility of this
monograph on you (as I already communicated to M. Renard),,.

Here is of the Monograph Project (of which a copy is
published in annex), only the chapter titles:

1. Avant-Propos (presentation de 'ouvrage par M. Renard)

. Tablean de sigles

. Introduction

. Histoire

. Ve publique

. Armée et marine

. Ve privés

. Voies et communication

9. Activités economiques

10. Activités intellectuelles et sociales

11. Religion (y compris Ies grandes sanctuaires et les fétes
religienses)

03O U KW

12. Usages funeraires
13. Art et archéologie
14. Conclusion.
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In the letter dated June 26, 1962 Marcel Renard
communicates him the steps for writing and publishing this work
of synthesis (,un ouvrage de synthese”) - ROMAN DACIA,
made by a team of Romanian colleagues (,,une petit équipe de
collegues roumains: vous-méme, M. M. Tudor, Condurachi,
Pippidi et dautres que vous connaissez mieux que moi”).

Responding him, C. Daicoviciu considers the project to
be excellent and including the work in the Collection LATOMUS
- appealing, but proposes, in his turn, the construction of a
project not for Dacia, but Romania in antiguity, stating that: "The
work thus conceived could have 2 volumes (or two parts); one:
the Greek-Daco-Roman-Byzantine Dobrogea and the other: the
free Roman and post-Roman Dacia,(until by the Slavs coming).
The advantage is that such a work embraces my whole country
and not only Dacia itself". Finally he adds: "I must remember you
that even if undertaken only the Roman Dacia (i.e. without
Moesian Dobrogea )the work will have - as you also propose -
about 500 printed pages. I say this because I promised to publish
a Roman Dacia in English and Dutch at a well-known publishing
house in the Netherlands, in 8° of about 100-150 printed pages -
and would not be appropriate to appear on the Roman Dacia two
works of the same extension and the same tenor (méme teneur)”.

With great joy ("Grand Plaisir") Marcel Renard - wise -
supports the new proposal: ,,Je suis d'accord pour 2 volumes,
pouvant aller chacun jusqu'a 500 pages, consacrés a la Roumanie
dans l'antiquité, selon la disposition que vous proposez. Tout ce
que je souhaite, c'est que les cadres des provinces romaine soient
aussi bien fixés que possible. Quant au plan que je vous ai envoyé,
il n'est pas du toutl impératif: il doit étre adapté aux circonstances
régionales. Et pour ce qui regarde les collaborateurs, vous
connaissez mieux que moi les spécialistes roumains”.

In the BELLGIUM correspondence file, as we have called
it, there is a caesura of six years, during which time, we do not
know the discussions that were held on the ROMAN DACLA or
ROMANLA IN ANTIQUITY.
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The resumption of the correspondence (which appears
in file; of course will be there also other correspondence, in
other funds, but we do not know them), is made with a letter
of Marcel Renard of September 11, 1968 that includes three
paragraphs, each explanation and of a major significance, for
who knows the Romanian archeology historiography, of those
years:

A. ,,Je crois que bientot se celebrera la 50° anniversaire de
'union de la Transylvanie. A ce propos, je voudrais vous faire une
suggestion: ce serait de prendre la direction d'un ouvrage (rédigé
en francais) sur la Transylvanie dans I"Antiquité. Je crois que vous
étes le plus qualifié pour une telle entreprise. Et le volume
pourrait paraitre dans la ,,Collection Latomus”. A vous de dlcider
- et, dans l'affirmative, de choisir Ies collaborateurs”.

B. ,,Le regretté Professeur Macrea avait entrepris, pour la
Collection Latomus, un travail sur la Dacie. Un peuvant sa mort, il
m'avait écrit que cet ouvrage était terminé. Savez-vous si le
manuscrit est disponible et s'il est a peu pres au point?”.

C. ,,J'aurais bien voulu assister au colloque de Mamaia.
Mais je n'ai pas pu. Vous me connaissez suffisamment pour
savoir que ce ne sont pas les événements des derniéres semaines
qui m'eu ont ampéché! En réalité, je suis trés deprimé pour toutes sortes
de raisons...” (Emphasis ours — S.D. and it is #of random).

The response of C. Daicoviciu we know of the "penult”
two documents, of the file known to us, those of 14 and 19
September 1968, actually two versions of the same letter, stating:
,,Cest avec le plus vif plaisir que j'ai accueilli votre offre si aimable
d'écrire, pour le série Latomus, un livre consacré a la Transylvanie
dans l'antiquité. II faut vous dire que je projetais depuis
longtemps d'écrire, en collaboration avec mon fils Hadrien un
livre qui traiterait de I'époque dacigue et de 1'époque romaine et
postromaine. 11 va sans dire que l'ouvrage s'occuperait brievement
aussi des époques qui précedent les Daces, mais uniquément en
guise d'introduction, indispensable a la compréhension des trois
époques fondamentales qui bénéficieront d'une étude d'ampleur.
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Les trois époques fondamentales comprendraient l'intervalle ele
temps entre I'an 500 av.].C. et le X°, p.C.”.

They proposed the publication of a work such as the type
of the known monograph Transylvania in Antiquity, written or
revised in collaboration between the venerable teacher and young
H. Daicoviciu, archaeologist and professor at the University of
Cluj.

On September 23, 1968 Marcel RENARD wrote,
apparently, for the last time to C. Daicoviciu after that the Roman
Dacia plan - archaeological monograph, which was to be the
work of a team of Romanian experts: C. Daicoviciu, D. Tudor, E.
Condurachi, D.M. Pippidi, M. Macrea, so the plan of the
ROMAN DACIA from BRUSSELS fell, was abandoned. The
Belgian Professor again agrees completely:

,,Je n'empresse de vous marquer mon aceord complet sur
vos proposition: conception du sujet, ampleur de l'ouvrage,
illustrations, choix des collaborateurs etc.””, but he adds wise and
sad- ,,Pour ce qui est du delai de remise du manuscrit et des
illustrations, j'aurais scrupule a vous prescrise un délai: / plus tit
sera le mienx”.

And indeed the greater good is the evil good, for if the Roman
Dacia monograph, the book with which Marcel Renard wanted to
start the big series of the monographs of the Roman provinces of the
publication LATOMUS, so #he Roman Dacia in Brussels has never
occurred, there has never appeared in Transylvania or in antiqguity.

The plan of Roman Dacia in Brussels remains grand and
with the regret that lost a great opportunity, perhaps the greatest,
as the Roman Dacia to become better known in the scholarly
world and not only.

Of course, the mitigating circumstances can be discerned
in the range of facts that marked the destiny of the great
archaeologist C. Daicioviciu in the years from the end of his life.
However, they, of course, do not explain everything.
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APPENDIXES
1
LATOMUS
Révue d'Etudes Latines

Le 21 février 1962

Compte chéques postaux 7526.46
de la Société d'Etudes Latines
de Bruxelles
Redacteur en chef:
Marcel RENARD
c¢/o Madame Renard
Plac Marie-José
13 Bruxelles 5

Mon cher Collégue,

Comme javais eu l'occasion, il y a quelque temps, d'écrire a
M. Tudor, j'en ai profité pour lui faire part de mon projet du publier
une série d'ouvrages sur les provinces romaines, a commencer par la
Dacie. II vous a fait part de mon intention. Aujourd'hui, je lui ai
envoyé un projet de plan qui pourrait convenir, me semble-t-il, pour
tous les ouvrages de la série. Bien entendu, je ne suis pas hostile a
des adaptations nécessitées par des phénomenes propres a telle ou a
telle région. - Mais M. Tudor vous montrera mon projet et vous me
direz ce que vous en pensez.

Js serais tout disposé a mettre 'Ambassade de Roumanie
a Bruxelles au courant de I'offre de collaboration que j'ai faite a
mes collegues roumains. Mais au préalable j'aimerais votre avis.

Je vous pris d'agréer, mon cher Collegue, I'expres de tous
mes compliments.

ss. M. Renard

P.S. J'espere avoir un jour l'occasion de me révue en
Roumanie, ou j'aurais tant de sites, tant de musées a voit.
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Bucharest, March 10 1962

Dear,

Comrade Academician,

Prof. M. Renard sent me a joined outline of future
Histoire: the Dacia Romains that I send you in two copies.

I think it is a template plan for the monographs like this
that intend to edit in the collection "Latomus". It allows us to
improve it, and I think it is appropriate.

He proposes us to increase the staff and suggests the name
of comrade Pippidi. On this issue remains to discuss on the
carliest date.

Then he asks us whether it is necessary to announce also
our embassy in Brussels, in connection with the collaboration of
this treaty. Appreciate, if applicable.

From the plan of the work tempt me the chapters about the
army, transport links and economic life. It remains to give the
division at the earliest meeting, when I will make you some
proposals that do not belong in this letter.

To expedite the work, I propose you to pass the
responsibility of this monograph on You (as I also communicated
to M. Renard).

I think it is necessary to meet all in Cluj to put everything in
place. Ask comrade Condurachi to pay me to move by the Institute.

I expect Your communication

ss. D. Tudor
3and 4
Comrade Acad C. Daicoviciu
Comrade Prof. M. Macrea (two xerox copies with identical

content, which D. Tudor wrote the names of the two professors
from the University of Cluj)
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REMARQUES PRELIMINAIRES

1. Certaines maticres se recoupent parfois. Par exemple, il
est question de l'amphithéatre dans le chapitre ,,Vie publique” et
dans le chapitre ,,Art et archéologie”. Dans le premier cas, on en
parlera en tant que spectacle organisé par les magistrate, dans le
second du point de viue archéologique.

2. L'ouvrage pourra comporter de 300 a 500 pages; il sera
illustré des cartes, plans et photographies necessaires.

3. Nous nous chargerions du service de presse. Nous
offrirons a chaque auteurs 5 exemplaires de l'ouvrage et 30 tirages
a part de sa contribution. Comme nous poursuivons des buts
uniquement scientifiques avec des moyens limités, il nous est
malheuresement impossible d'offrir des droits d'auteurs a nos
collaborateuts,

AVANT-PROPOS
(présentation de 'ouvrage par M. Renard)

TABLEAU DES SICLES
(servira en méme temps de bibliographie générale, du moins pour
ce qui concerne les livres)

1) Livres

Exemples pour les livres:

PARVAN, Dacia, - V. PARVAN, Dacia, Cambridge, 1928

DAICOVICIU, Transylvanie =C. DAICOVICIU, La
Transylvanie dans l'antiquité, 3° édit, Bucarest, 1945

TUDOR, IST. SCLAV. - =D. TUDOR, Istoria sclavajului

in Dacia romand, Bucarest,

1957

2) Revues.

On utilisera autant que possible Ies sigles de revues
donnés par Marouzeau, L'année philologique

INTRODUCTION
1. Apercu sur les grandes publications antérieures.
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»

Les sources (d'un point de vue général): littéraires,
épigraphiques, toponimiques, archéologiques (avec
apercu sur les chantiers de fouilles) etc.

Le pays du point de vue géographiques.

Avant la conquéte romaine:

a) La préhistoire et la proto-histoire.

b) L'histoire jusqu'a la conquéte.

¢) Les peuples et leur organisation politique et sociale

au moment de la conquéte.

HISTOIRE
1. Historique de la conquéte.
2. Les limites de la province.
3. Histoire des faites durant la période romaine (avec
variations éventuelles des limites).
4. La fin de I'occupation romaine.
VIE PUBLIQUE
1. La population. Indigenes et Romaine. Villes et

campagnes (role des villes; role de la campagne).

2.

46

Le statut de la province et des diverses cvitates (avec les
limites de celles-ci dans la mesure que possible).

. Magistratures; a) provinciales; magistrats romains,

assemblée provinciale. b) locales (dans les cités et les
viel)
Finances publiques. Impots. Douanes.

. Les classes sociales: citoyens, hommes libres,

affranchis, esclaves.

. Les jeux publiques: théatre, odéon, amphithéatre,

cirque, etc.

. La vie d'intérieur; ameublement; repas (aliments et

boissons).

. Les plaisite et les jeux: jeux des enfants; jeux des

adultes; sports; autres distractions.
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VOIES DE COMMUNICATION

1. Les routes. Caractéres du réseau routier et son histoire.
Milliaires. Structures des routes. Szationes et mutationes.
Ponts. Gués. Types de véhicules.

2. Transports fluviaux. Barques fluviales.

3. Transports maritimes. Navires de haute mer.

ACTIVITES ECONOMIQUES

1. Monnaies et mesutes.
2. Agriculture, élevage, chasse, péche (v compris
l'outiage) le sel. La vie rurale.
3. Métiers divers (y compris les matériaux, les outile, les
techniques):
a) bois (bucherons, charpantiers, tonnaliers, etc.);
b) pierre (cartiers, macons, etc.);
) peinture et mosaique;
d) métaux (mines, fonte de métaux, forgerons,
bronziers, etc.):
€) céramistes;
f) verriers;
g) tissu (filage, tissage, foulage, tailleurs, etc.);
h) cuir;
1) vannerie etc.
4. Les monopoles d'état.
5. Commerce local (boutiques, marchés) et grand
commerce; entrepots; exportations et importations.

ACTIVITES INTELLECTUELLES ET SOCIALES
1. Enseignement et belles-lettres. Langue(s) indigene(s),

etc. Latin; adoption du latin. L'enseignement:
pédagogues, grammairiens, rhétors. Vie intellectuelle.
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2.
3.

Les écrivains originaires de la province.

Avocats.

Médicine: médicins, chirurgiens, oculistes, pharmacie;
hygeene etc.

RELIGION

(v compris les grands sanctuaires et les fétes religieuses)

—

N —

oa W

NNk W=

Cultes indigenes.

Dieux romains et gréco-romains.

Syncrétisme.

Culte impérial.

Cultes orientaux.

Christianisme.

Croyances populaires (superstitions, sortileges, etc.).

USAGE FUNERAIRES

. Les différentes rites et les différents types de tombes.

Les idées relatives a l'au-dela.

. Le culte des morts.

ART ET ARCHEOLOGIE

. Urbanisme (les sites et leur plan).
. Architecture:

a) publique; forums, temples, théatre, odéons,
amphithéatre, cirques, aqueducs, etc.;

b) privée: la maison de ville, la maison de campagne.
Sculpture: pierre, bronze.
Peinture et mosaique.
Arts décoratifs et divers: céramique (vases, lampes,
etc.), verrerie, métaux (récipients de bronze, fibules,
bijoux, etc.), etc.
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CONCLUSION

1. Contribution de la province a l'ocuvre de Rome.
L'apport de la province. Ses représetans dans d'autres
régions de l'empire: armée, administration, etc.

2. L'héritage de Rome. Ce que Rome a donné a la
province.

5

LATOMUS REVUE D'ETUDES LATINES
Le 26 juin 1962.

Compte chéques postaux 7526.46
de la Société d'Etudes Latines de Bruxelles
Rédacteur en chef: Marcel RENARD
c/o Madame Renard Monsieur C. DAICOVICIU,
Place Marie-José, 13. Professeur a I'Université, Cluj.
Bruxelles 5

Mon cher Collegue,

Je voudrais savoir ce que vous pensez de mon projet de
publier dans la ,,Collection Latomus” un ouvrage de synthéese sur
la Dacie romaine. Je voudrais que ce soit un ouvrage important
qui montrerait la voie pour d'autres livres du méme genre,
consacrés aux autres provinces.

Sans doute étes-vous fort chargé de travail... Mais
comme vous la savez, je verrais volontiers cet ouvrage par une
petite équipe de collegues roumains: vous-méme, M.M.

Tudor, Condurachi, Pippidi et d'autres que vous
connaisses mieux que moi.

Lors du récent passage de MM. Condurachi et Pippidi a
Bruxelles, nous avons beaucoup patlé des travaux et des fouilles
poursuivis en Roumanie depuis quelques années: et mon désir est
devenue plus vif encore de souhaiter 1'élaboration de l'ouvrage en
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question. Je suis persuadé qu'un tel livte aurait un grand
retentissement.

Je souhaite que mon projet rencontre votre faveur vous
prie d'agréer, mon cher Collegue, l'expression de tous mes
compliments.

ss. M. Renard

6
4 copies

Dear Colegue

I received your letter of June 26 with the complimentary
proposal to write, with a team (equipe de collegues rumains) a
history of the Roman Dacia. I resume my activity after a long
illness, and I hasten to show you my opinion in this regard. I
mention that I had been informed about this proposal with some
four months before by my collegue D. Tudor.

The project is undoubtedly excellent and answers to a
necessity. Framing the work in the "Latomus Collection" is, on
the other hand, attractive.

I am ready to participate in this work, dealing, in addition
to the editorial and organizational problems of some chapters of
1t.

I will take the fastest contact with my colleagues D.
Tudor, M. Macrea, Em. Condurachi and D.M. Pippidi - to discuss
both the plan (theme) made by you - which I find to be generally
very good - and sharing the duties.

I do not know if colleges Condurachi and Pippidi will
accept the collaborate on a Roman Dacia, their concerns being
directed almost exclusively on the Greco-Roman Moesia
(Dobrogea. - Therefore, I wonder if it would be appropriate a
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paper entitled "Romania in antiquity", including the Greek,
Dacian and Roman era of the entire Romanian territory (of the
century VI B.C. until 600 A.D.)? What do you say? In this case,
the two colleagues would have plenty to give all the value of their
capacity.

The work thus conceived could have 2 volumes (or two
parts); one: Greek-Daco-Roman-Byzantine Dobrogea and the
other: free , Roman and post-Roman Dacia (until the Slavs
coming). - The advantage is that such work embraces the whole
territory of my country and not only Dacia itself.

It goes without saying that in the latter case, if accepted
the above project, the work plan will undergo some modifications
and extension amplifications.

We must remember you that, even if undertaken only the
Roman Dacia (i.e. without Moesian Dobrogea ) the work will
have - as you also propose - the 500 pages printed.

I say this because I promised to publish a Roman Dacia in
English and Dutch at a well-known publishing house in the
Netherlands, in 8 © of about 100-150 printed pages - and would
be not appropriate to appear on the Roman Dacia two works of
the same extension and the same tenor (author? our note S.D.)

Here, my dear fellow, my views on the issue that you
raised it.

I expect now your answer about Romania in antiquity, but
until then I will begin the discussions with the colleagues
indicated. With the finest regards.

Cluj, July, 16 1962

7

Note: "Written also for Tudor and Condurachi (with the
copy of the reply to Renard) July, 16, 962"

Manuscript Text — C. Daicovicin
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8and 9
(identic copies our note S.D.)
M. Renard
Brussels (CD autographic note.)
Dear Collegue,

I received your letter of June 26 with the complimentary
proposal to write, with a team (équipe de collégues roumains) a
history of the Roman Dacia. I resume my activity after a long
illness, I hasten to show you my opinion in this regard. I mention
that I had been informed about this proposal with some four
months before by the colleague D. Tudor.

The project is undoubtedly excellent and responds to a
necessity. Framing the work in the "Collection Latomus" is, on
the other hand, attractive.

I am ready to participate in this work, dealing, in addition
with the editorial and organizational problems of some chapters
of it. I will take as soon as contact with my colleagues D. Tudor,
M. Macrea, Em. Condurachi and D.M. Pippidi - to discuss both
the plan (theme) made by you - which I find to be generally very
good - and sharing the duties.

I do not know if the colleges Condurachi and Pippidi will
accept the collaborate on a Roman Dacia, their concerns being
directed almost exclusively on the Greco-Roman Moesia
(Dobrogea). - Therefore, I wonder if it would be appropriate a
paper entitled "Romania in antiquity", including the Greek,
Dacian and Roman era, of the entire Romanian territory (of the
century VI B.C. until 600 A.D.)? What do you say? In this case,
the two colleagues would have plenty to give all the value of their
capacity.

The work thus conceived could have 2 volumes (or two
parts); one: Greek-Daco-Roman-Byzantine Dobrogea and the
other: free, Roman and post Roman Dacia(until the arrival of the
Slavs). The advantage is that such work embraces the whole
territory of my country and not only Dacia itself.
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It goes without saying that in the latter case, if accepted
the above project, the plan of the work will undergo some
modifications and extensive amplifications.

I must remember you that even if undertaken only the
Roman Dacia (i.e. without Moesian Dobrogea) the work will have -
as you also propose - about 500 pages printed. I say this because 1
promised to publish a Roman Dacia in English and Dutch at a
well-known publishing house in the Nethetlands, in 8 © of about
100-150 printed pages - and would be not appropriate to appear
on Roman Dacia two works of the same extension and the same
tenor.

Here, my dear fellow, my views on the issue that you
raised it.

I expect now your answer about Romania in antiquity, but
until then I will begin the discussions with the colleagues
indicated.

Cluj, July 16, 1962 My best regards,
C. Daicoviciu

10 and 11

(Manuscript translation, revealing a woman's writing, is exactly with
the dactilograma our note S.D.)

Cher et honoré collegue,

J'ai regu votre lettre du 26 juin a.c. avec la flatteus
proposition d'écrire, secondé par une équipe de collegues
roumains, une histoire de la Dacie romaine. Comme j'ai reptis,
apres une longue maladie, mon activité, je m'empresse de vous
faire connaitre a cet égard, mon opinion. ]'ajoute que mon
cillegue D. Tudor m'avise déja, il y a environ quatre mois,
informé de vorte propositions.
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Votre projet est sans doute excellent et répond a une
necesité en outre, la publication de l'ouvrage dans la ,,Collection
Latomus” me parait attrayante.

Quant a moli, je suis prét a participer a ce travail, en me
reservant, outre les problémes de l'organisation et de la rédaction
de l'ouvrage, quelques uns aussi de ses chapitres. Je me mettrai au
plus tot possible en communication avec mes collégues D. Tudor,
M. Macrea, Em. Condurachi et D. M. Pippidi, afin de discuter
avec le plan que vous avez arrété (et que moi-méme je trouve en
général tres bon) comme aussi la répartition de nos charges.

Je ne sais pas encore si mes collegues Condurachi et
Pippidi voudront bien accepter leur collaboration a une Dacze
romaine, étant donné que leurs préoccupations sont dirigées
presque exclusivement vers la Mésie gréco-romaine (la
Dobroudja). C'est justement pour cela que je me demande s'il n'y
aurait pas lieu de sens a un ouvrage dont le titre serait ,Jla
Roumanie dans I'antiquité” et qui comprendrait I'époque grecque,
dace et romaine de tout le territoire roumain (a partir du VI
siecle avant notre ere jusqu'a 600 environ de notre ere). Qu'en
dites-vous? Dans ce cas, mes deux collegues auraient une belle
occasion de faire valoir toute leur compétence.

L'ouvrage, ainsi congu, poutrait avoir 2 volumes (ou deux
parties), l'une: La Dobroudja gréco-daco-romaino-byzantine,
l'autre La Dacie libre, romaine et post-romaine (jusqu'a l'arrivée
des Slaves). Un tel ouvrage aurait l'avantage d'embrasse tout le
teritoire de mon pays, non seulement la Dacie proprement dite: il
va de soi que, dans ce dernier cas, si le projet susmentionné étre
accepté, le plan du travail comportera quelques modifications et
de vastes amplifications.

Je dois vous faite conaitre que, méme dans le cas d'une
Dacie romaine (c'est a dire sans la Dobroudja mésique), I'ouvrage
devra avoir - conformément a votre proposition méme - circa 500
pages imprimées. Je le précise parce que je me suis chargé de la
publication d'une Dacie romaine en anglais et en hollandais,
qu'une maison bien connue de la Hollande fera prochainement
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paraitre in 8° et qui aura 100-150 pages environ: in ne serait pas
du tout convenable que deux ouvrages de mémes dimensions et
de méme teneur paraissent en méme temps concernant la Dacia
romaine.

Telles sont, cher collegue, mes opinions au sujet de votre,
proposition. J'attends votre réponse en ce qui concerne ,la
Roumanie dans l'antiquité", tout en vous faisant connaitre que
dans un tres proche avenir je ne manquerai pas d'entamer la
discussion a ce propos, avec mes collégues cidessus indiqués.

b

Cluj, 17 VII 1962 Avec mes meilleures salutations
C. Daicoviciu

12

LATOMUS REVUE D'ETUDES LATINES

Le 25 juillet 1962.
Compte cheques postaux 7526.46
de la Société d'Etudes Latines de Bruxelles

Rédacteur en chef : Marcel RENARD
c¢/o Madame Renard
Place Marie-José, 13. Bruxelles 5

Cher et honoré Collegue,

Votre lettre du 17 courant m'a fait grand plaisir.

Je vous dirai que j'ai peu de chose a répond cat toutes vos
suggestions sont excellentes.

Je suis d'accord pour 2 volumes, pouvant ail chacun jusqu'a
500 pages, consacrés a la Roumanie dans l'antiquité, celon la
disposition que vous proposez. Tout que je souhaite, c'est que les
cadres des provinces romaine soient aussi bien fixés que possible.
Quant au plan que je vous ai envoyé, il n'est pas du tout
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impératif: il doit étre adapté aux circonstances régionales. Et pour
ce qui regarde les collaborateurs, vous connaissez mieux que moi
les spécialistes roumains.

I est bien évident que ce que je vous demande c'est un
travail plus détaillé que celui dont vous avez accepté 1'élaboration
pour un éditeur hollandais. Car je crois qu'il est urgent d'avoir ici
un bon état scientifique et bien a jour en ce qui concerne votre
pays. J'espere pouvoir publier d'autres volumes du méme genre,
mais a yeux la tache est pressante pour la Roumanie.

Je souhaite donc que vous puissiez mener 'entreprise a
bonne fin dans les meilleurs délais.

En vous renouvelant mes remerciments, je vous prie
d'agréer, cher Collegue, l'expression de mes sentiment les meilleurs,

M. Renard
13

LATOMUS REVUE D'ETUDES LATINES

Le 11/9/68
Compte cheques postaux 7526.46
de la Société d'Etudes Latines de Bruxelles

Monsieur C. DAICOVICIU,
Recteur de 1'Université, CLUJ
Directeur:
Marcel RENARD,
Place Maria-José, 13,
Bruxelles 5

Cher Monsieur Daicoviciu,

Je crois que bientét se célébrera le 50° anniversaire de
l'union de la Transylvanie. A ce propos, je voudrais vous faire un
suggestion: ce serait de prendre la direction d'un ouvrage (rédigé
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francais) sur la Transylvanie dans I'Antiquité. Je crois que vous
étes le plus qualifié pour une telle entreprise. Et le volume poura
paraitre dans la ,,Collection Latomus". A vous de décider... et,
dans l'affirmative, de choisir les collaborateurs.

Le regretté Professeur Macrea avait entrepris, pour la
Collection Latomus, un travail sur la Dacie. Un peu vant sa mort,
il m'avait écrit que cet ouvrage était terminé. Savez-vous si le
manuscrit est disponible et s'il est a peu pres au point?

J'aurais bien voulu assister au colloque de Mamaia. Mais
n'ai pas pu. Vous me connaissez suffisamment pour savoir que ce
ne sont pas les événements des dernieres semaines qui m'en ont
empaché. En réalité, je suis trés déprimé pour toutes sortes de
raisons. ..

Je vous prie d'agréer, cher Monsieur Daicoviciu, l'expres
de mes fideles sentiments.

M. Renard

14

Cluj, le 14 septembre 1968
Cher Monsieur Renard,

Clest avec le plus vif plaisir que j'ai accueilli votre offre si
aimble d'écrire, pour la série Latomus, un livre consacré a la
Transylvanie dans l'antiquité. Il faut vous dire que je projetais
depuis longtemps d'écrire, en collaboration avec mon fils Hadrien
un livre qui traitera de 1'époque dacigue et de I'époque romaine et
postromaine. 11 va sans dire que 'ouvrage s'occuperait brievement
aussi des époques qui précedent les Daces, mais uniquement en
guise d'introduction, indispensable a la compréhension des trois
époques fondamentales qui bénéficieront d'une étude d'ampleur.
Les trois époques fondamentales comprendraient l'intervalle de
temps entre I'an 500 av. J.C. et le X p.C.

Tout en acceptant donc avec empressement votre aimable
invitation, je vous signale que le songe a un volum d'environ 500
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pages imprimées, au format de la série Latomus, avec planches,
figures, cartes (esquisses) et un index. Il est possible, par ailleurs,
que mon fils et moi fassions appel a un troisi¢me collaborateur.

Pour ma part, jignore l'existence d'un pareil ouvrage da
au regretté M. Macrea. Je ne connais qu'un livre de vulgarisation
de I'histoire de la Dacie romaine, qui paraitra bientét en langue
roumaine et que l'auteur souhaite présenter en francais a
l'intention de la série Latomus. Je me permets de vous dire en
toute franchise que je ne voyans pas dans mon ancien éléve
Mihail Macrea l'auteur adéquat pour donner un ouvrage de ce
genre, au niveau de la série Latomus, tout comme je ne vois pas
non plus dans Monsieur Tudor 'homme capable de fournir un tel
travail de synthese.

Je vous serais tres obligé si vous pouviez repondre dans le
plus bref délai aux propositions que je viens de vous faire et de
me faire part en méme temps du terme que vous pensez pouvoir
nous accorder pour la présentation du texte (en langue francaise)
et des matériaux annexes.

Je vous prie d'agréer, cher Monsieur Renard, I'expression
de mes sentiments les plus distingués.

Prof. CD.

15
Cluj, le 19 septembre 1968
Cher Monsieur Renard,

Clest avec le plus vif plaisir que j'ai accueilli votre offre si
aimable d'écrire, pour la série Latomus, un livte consacré a la
Transylvanie dans l'antiquité. Il faut vous dire que je projetais
depuis longtemps d'écrire, en collaboration avec mon fils Hadrien
un livre qui traiterait de 'époque dacigne et de I'époque romaine et

postromaine. 11 va sans dire que l'ouvrage s'occuperait brievement
aussi des époques qui précedent les Daces, mais uniquement en
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guise d'introduction, indispensable a la compréhension des trois
époques fondamentales qui bénéficieront d'une étude d'ampleur.
Les trois époques fondamentales comprendraient l'intervale de
temps entre I'an 500 av.].C. et le X° p.C.

Tout en acceptant donc avec empressement votre aimable
invitation, je vous signale que je songe songe a un volume
d'environ 500 pages imprimées, au format de la série Latomus,
avec planches, figures, cartes (esquisses) et un index. Il est
possible, par ailleurs, que mon fils et moi fassions appel a un
troisiecollaborateur.

Pour ma part, jignore l'existence d'un pareil ouvrage da
au regrett¢é M. Macrea. Je ne connais qu'un livre de vulgarisation
de I'histoire de la Dacie romaine, qui paraitra bientét en langue
roumaine et que lauteur souhaitait présenter en francais a
l'intention de la série Latomus. Je me permets de vous dire en
toute franchise que je ne voyais pas dans mon ancien éléve Mihail
Macrea l'auteur adéquat pour donner un ouvrage de ce genre, au
niveau de la série Latomus, tout comme je ne vois pas non plus
dans Monsieur Tudor I'nomme capable de fournir un tel travail
de synthese.

Je vous serais tres obligé si vous pouviez répondre dans le
plus bref délai aux propositions que je viens de vous faire et de
me faire part en méme temps du terme que vous pensez Voir
nous accorder pour la présentation du texte (en langue frangaise)
et des matériaux annexes.

Je vous prie d'agréer, cher Monsieur Renard, 'expression
de mes sentiments les plus distingués.

(Prof. C. Daicoviciu)

16
LATOMUS REVUE D'ETUDES LATINES
Le 23 septembre 1963.

Compte cheques postaux 752646
de la Société d'Etudes Latines de Bruxelles
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A. Monsieur C. DAICOVICIU
Directeur:
Marcel RENARD,
Place Marie-José, 13,
Bruxelles 5
Cher Mansieur Daicoviciu,

Je regois a l'instant votre aimable lettre du 19 courant.

Je m'empresse de vous marquer mon accord complet sur
vos propositions: conception du sujet, ampleur de l'ouvrage,
illustrations, choix des collaborateuts etc.

Pour ce qui est du délai de remise du manuscrit et des
illustrations, j'aurais scrupule a vous prescrire un délai: /e plus 1ot
sera le mieux. Je feral mettre a l'impression des réception du
manuscrit des illustrations.

Je wvous prie dagréer, cher Monsieur Daicoviciu,
l'expression de mon plus cordial souvenir.

M. Renard
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REFLECTIONS ON WRITING THE
MONOGRAPHS OF THE CREDIT
INSTITUTIONS WITH ROMANIAN CAPITAL
IN THE LATE 19™
- EARLY 20™ CENTURY TRANSYLVANIA

Mihai D. DRECIN

Abstract: The monographs of the credit institutions, be they in the field
of the cooperative or of the limited liability companies by shares, are a special category
of works that allow wus to enter decper into the bistory of the economy at a historic
moment, but also into other spheres of the daily life, that is the political, cultural,
diplomatic, mentality, etc. benefit from the bank loans.

This paper points out some quantitative and qualitative aspects of the
research stage and writing the monographs of the credit institutions with Romanian
capital in the Transylvania of the period 1867 to 1918.

For beginning they made a thorough inventory of the main bank
monographs published in 1897 - 2009, dedicated to the banks with Romanian
capital that were active in the Austrian - Hungarian dunal era (1867-1918). In the
110 years taken into account, the historical writing passes not less than four distinct
eras: the Austrian-Hungarian dualist era, the interwar period of the unified
Romania (1919-1947), the Communist era (1948-1989), the transition period to
democracy (after 1990). The interest in publishing studies dedicated to the banking
phenomenon ranged from a bistorical period to another, this being dissected and
explained by the anthor with political and scientific arguments grounded in the
realities of those times. Below there are details, in the terms of his own research
experiences of over 40 years, the difficulties now facing a researcher who wants to
specialize in the banking history, the plans, directions to be considered for a quality
research in the field, the basic sources to be covered in the documentation for the
production of a banking monograph.

Finally, however, they also evidence the positive parts of the banking
history research, in understanding the general national and regional history at a given
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historical moment. 1t says that the credit banks are a true barometer of the economic
development in any society, fulfilling the role of the doctor in the human community.

Keywords: monograph research, banking monographs, Romanian credit
institutions, 1867 - 1918, Transylvania - Romania.

The first institutions with Romanian capital credit in
Transylvania began to build around the year 1870. It is about the ,,
Societatea de pastrare si imprumut” from Rasinari - Sibiu, in 1867 -
1868, after all a credit cooperative type Schultze - Delitsch, then
the Credit and Savings Institute “Albina” in Sibiu, in 1871 - 1872,
the first credit bank established as an anonymous society on shares.
The initiator and organizer of these two credit institutions was
Vissarion Roman, professional a teacher, journalist, editor of
newspapers and magazines, an economist himself, and a veritable
encyclopedic mind. Since 1880 began to appear in an accelerated
rhythm, more and more of the 26 Transylvanian counties with
Romanian majority, an increasing number of credit cooperatives
and banks with Romanian capital. The creation rate and their
number' were determined by the increase of the economic force of
the minor and major elite of the Romanian nation, from the
peasants, artisans and traders, to intellectuals, here especially
practitioners of some liberal occupations: lawyers, doctors,
engineers, accountants. In addition to this crucial economic factor,
creator of money for the subscription of shares have to remember
the Romanians accommodate with the banking discipline
mechanism and increase of the number of graduates with average

! Between 1880 - 1914, they set up 296 Romanian credit cooperatives and
banks as follows: 1880/1889 - 25, 1890/1899 - 62, 1900/1910 - 121,
1910/1914 - 88. Between 1868 - 1873, they set up only three credit
institutions: the credit cooperatives in Risinari - 1868 and Nasiud (“Aurora”) -
1873 and the Bank “Albina” in Sibiu in 1871. See Nicolae N. Petra, Bancile
roménesti din Ardeal 5i Banat, Bucharest, 19306, p 27-52; Vasile Dobrescu, Sistenul
de credit romanesc din Transilvania 1872 — 1918, “Petru Maior” University
Publishing House Targu Mures, 1999, p 250-273.
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or greater economic training - accountants and economists. We
add that the German - Austrian model was the base of the
organization and activity of these Romanian institutions, as well as
of those with Hungarian or Hungarian - Hebrew capital in
province, in fact in the entire Austria - Hungary.

Until 1918, there were not constant concerns for writing
banking monographs at the level of the Romanian economists and
historians. The Romanian credit institutions were in the phase of
consolidation and modernization efforts, considering that it was
unnecessary as a part of time and profits to be spent on writing
and printing monographs or some anniversary round numbers.
However, the exceptions have strengthened the rule. It is about the
first synthesis dedicated to the establishment and operation of the
Bank “Albina” in Sibiu. Nicolae Petra - Petrescu wrote it 1897 on
the occasion of celebrating the 25 years since its establishment’,
the history of credit cooperative in Saliste, written in 1909 by Ioan
Lupas, also on the celebration of 25 years of existence, published
in 1911, republished in 1918’. Finally, the young economist loan L.
Lapedatu, former director of the Bank “Ardeleana” in Orastie,
prepares and publishes in 1913, a monograph of the credit
institution on the quarter-century anniversary of its foundation®. In
the “Economic Review” of February 1918, without the authot’s
signature, they made a brief history of the Bank “Silvania” in
Simleul - Silvaniei on the reach of 30 years of activity’.

The banking life in the Unified Romania has seen a veritable
explosion, moving upward to the terms of number of banks
established, figures of business and modernization, with the

2 Nicolae Petra — Petrescu, Monografia Institutului de credit si de economii ,, Albina”,
1872 — 1897, ,,Albina” Institute Publishing House, Sibiu, 1897

3 loan Lupas, Cassa de pdstrare (renniune) in Sdliste. Un sfert de secol de la infiintarea ei (1884 —
1909), Saliste 1911; Ibid, Printing Pattern Arhidiacezane, Sibiu, 1918. See other details
to Mihai D. Drecin, ,,Joan Lupas istoric al vieii financiar — bancare romidnesti din
Transilvania’, in_Analele Universititii din Oradea, Seria:Istorie — Arbeologie, 2002, p.245 - 246
4 Ion 1. Lapedatu, Monografia Institutnlui de credit si economii ,, Ardeleana” — Societate
pe actii in Ordgtie, 1885 — 1910, Orastie, 1913

5 Silvania”, in Revista Economicd (Sibin), n0.7/16 February 1918, p.57 - 60
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exception of the years of the global economic crisis in 1929 - 1933,
which also has affected us since 1928. The interest in the Romanian
banking capital of the Old Kingdom to subordinate its banks in
Transylvania, regardless of their capital origin - Romanian, Austrian,
Hungarian or Hebrew, explains the appearance of some
monographs dedicated to several Romanian banks in Transylvania,
in the following years of 1918/1919. Even now they are not
numerous, do not attend to the archive documents but only to a
limited extent, and is based on edit and press works. Even so, they
could provide accurate data about their economic powet, in any case
well below the Kingdom of Romania banks, details about the
directors and shareholders in Transylvania, necessary in the efforts
to subordinate them, if not you “swallow” them by fusion. We
mention here at our present level of knowledge, the works of Victor
Slivescu - dedicated to the Bank “Albina™, Ion I Lapedatu -
regarding the first insurance company with Romanian capital in
Transylvania’, Ioan Ghisa - who makes the history of the Bank
,,Crisana” in Brad at fifty years from its establishment®.

The final establishment of the communist regime in our
country in the years 1948 - 1949, marks the nationalization or
self-liquidation by refusing the reescont by the State Bank of
Romania - all joint-stock banks, ownership of some domestic or
foreign shareholders. From this time, the labeling of the banks as
instruments of the bourgeois-landlord exploitation until 1948 has
determined the blocking of any landowner scientific researches in
that field, conducted by economists or historians. The brief
period of liberalization of the communist regime in our country
in the period 1964 - 1971, with interesting sequential extends, in

¢ Victor Slavescu, Banca ,,Albina” din Sibin, cea mai insemnatd intreprindere financiard
din Transilvania. Cu o privire generald asupra bincilor comerciale din Ardeal si Banat,
Bucharest, 1919

7 lon L. Lapedatu, ,,Prima Societate ardeleand de asiguriri generale” S.A. Cluj, fosta
wBancd  Generald” de Asignrare” §i mai tarzin ,Romdinia — societate anonimd
transilvaneand de asigurdri”, Sibin, Tip ,,Foaia poporului”, Sibiu, 1923.

8 Joan Ghisa, Banca ,,Crisana” S.A. Brad (1891 — 1940), ,,Concordia” Publishing
House, Gh. Munteanu, Institute of Graphic Arts, Arad, 1942.
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some areas of research, allows the publication of some studies
and monographs of the Romanian banks in the Transylvania of
the Austrian - Hungarian dual time. We think of the cooperative
of credit in Risinari’ and the Bank “Albina” in Sibiu". References
to the work of other Romanian credit institutions until 1918, but
not constituting independent monographs, we find in the studies
of Vasile Dobrescu in Targu — Mures. They were dedicated to the
emergence and affirmation of the Romanian village elite in
Transylvania. In addition, also to the evolution of the land
relationships in the province in the period 1848 - 1918, the
imposition of the culture and the national sentiment - all seen
including in close connection with the development of the
Romanian banking system at the turn of the 19" - 20" centuries.

X X
X

From 1990 - 1991 the Romanian historiography enters a
new phase. The right to a personal opinion, to the research
without hindrance to the national and world history, to
connections of ideas and interpretations with international
openings — allow among others, the open approach to the
Romanian banking history. As such, on the model of the years
1966 - 1982, they strengthen the researches of banking history in
general, especially of the Romanian ones. We believe that the
revival of the researches in this tier of the national economy
history was boosted also by the onset of the National Symposium
(International since 1997) of Financial - Banking History,
organized by the University of Oradea starting with the year
1991, every two years''.

® Bujor Sutdu, ,,Societatea de pdstrare si tmprumut din Rdginar?’, in Acta Musei
Napocensis, Cluj — Napoca, 1966, p.323 - 328

10 Mihai D. Drecin, Banca ,, Albina” din Sibin — institutie nationald a romanilor
transilvaneni (1871 — 1918), Dacia Publishing House, Cluj — Napoca, 1982.

W Simpozionul National ,,Muncd, banz, banci, culturd si politicd (secolele X1/1II — XX),
1991, 1993, 1995, 1997, 1999, 2001, 2003, 2005, 2007, 2009, 2012.
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The first monograph studies were published in a volume
dedicated to the history of the Transylvania Romanian banks
dualistic era. It is about the Bank “Economul” in Cluj, a study
written by Nicolae Trifoiu and Mihai D. Drecin and the Bank
“Bihoreana” in Oradea, a study by Ioan Crisan'’. They exploit
unpublished archival documents; press of time, published works
tangentially dedicated to the banking phenomenon of the epoch,
especially to the economic and political life in Austria - Hungary.
We mention that at the date of the authors’ documentation,
especially in the ‘80s of last century, the archival banking funds
were not fully inventoried and by all the scientific standards.
Reductively, they done their study fragmented, with all the
consequences that could arise from here, in the terms of the
presentation and interpretation of the complex effects of the
banks’ activity in the Romanian village world, of the completely
Transylvanian society. Lucian Dronca published in 1996, in the
directory “Banatica” in Resita, a monograph of the Bank
“Victoria” in Arad for the period 1887 to 1918". Three years
later, he printed in a volume a thorough monograph dedicated to
the Bank “Economul” in Clyj for the same period'". Both studies
benefited of the funding entire archiving of the two credit
institutions, came to the attention of archivists of Cluj - Napoca
and Arad after 1990.

Recently, Vasile Dobrescu and Adrian Onofreiu realized
the monograph of the Bank , Bistriteana” of Bistrita (1888 -
1922)", valuing the archivist fund kept in the National Archives -
Bistrita — Nasaud County Service.

12 Istorie financiar bancard Studii asupra bincilor romanesti din Transilvania (1867 —
1918), coordinator: Mihai D. Drecin, voll, Dacia Publishing House, Cluj
_Napoca, p.81 — 116, 117 — 141.

13 Lucian Dronca, ,,Activitatea Bancii <Victoria> din Arad (1887 — 1918), in
Banatica, Resita, 1996. p.301 - 346

14 Idem, Din politica financiard a romanilor ardeleni. Banca ,,Economul” din Cluj (1886
— 1918), Cluj University Publishing House, Cluj — Napoca, 1999, 196 p.

15 Vasile Dobrescu, Adrian Onofreiu, Din istoricul Bancii ,,Bistriteana” (1888 — 1922),
Napoca Star Publishing House, 2009, 300 p.
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We note that after 1990 the production of the historians
on the slice of “banking history” is quite “thin” when it comes to
banking monographs. Fortunately, the communications presented
during various national and international scientific meetings
devoted to the impact of the banking world in various fields
(politics, culture, education, charity societies, church, economic,
architectural, historical development and modernization of cities,
etc.) are more numerous. Perhaps the “boom” that we find at the
studies level is a first step in opening the appetite of the
researchers, primarily those from the young generations, to
writing the credit banks and cooperatives monographs of local,
provincial or national importance. At least two national scientific
sessions drive this research. Besides the mentioned scientific
meeting hosted in Oradea, it is necessary to point out the
contribution of the scientific session “The City and the Bank”,
organized under the aegis of the Romanian Academy -
Commission of History of the Cities in Romania and the
National Romanian Bank, in revealing a dimension less known,
even surprising at first sight, regarding the impact of the bank
offices on the urban architecture evolution. It is about the
influence that the bank buildings, genuine palaces, with their size,
with their exterior and interior design sighted the impress and
attract of the customers - have had on the construction of some
buildings similar to other economic companies or even the
wealthy citizens of the city'®. Thus were born at the turn of the
19" — 20™ centuries the historic centers of the major cities in all
the Romanian provinces, marked by the Western - European
architecture, especially German and French.

The writing of the credit institutions monographs in general,
including our country faces a number of difficulties. The collecting and
selecting data from archives, newspapers and other historical
sources, requires the researcher great patience, I might say even a
Benedictine work. The bank data themselves (numbers,

16 See Historia Urbana, Romanian Academy Publishing House, Tom XV, no.1 — 2
/2007, p.13 -175
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percentages) do not contain anything spectacular, so they are dry,
arid, at first hard to understand - compared to the sphere of
political or cultural life marked by spectacular, they are looking at
first glance. Finally, the understanding of the economic
phenomena requires interdisciplinary knowledge in various fields
of science: history, statistics, accounting, agriculture, industry,
commerce, banks, cooperatives, stock exchanges, insurance, etc.
Therefore, the research of the financial - bank history requires
teamwork, where they find historians, economists, lawyers,
statisticians, etc., from different generations.

In our opinion, the research and writing banks monographs must
target more plans | directions, depending on the fields of the economic life in
which the credit institutions involved and the practical tools that did this
engagement. 1t is about the lending of the banks in agriculture,
industry, trade, construction, exploitation of the subsoil, culture,
politics - in every these areas the credit bank is bound to observe
certain rules on the size of the interests during the loan,
guarantees made, etc. The inter bank linkages at the national
geographic space - where the nation was still shared in many
political entities, between the national banking systems in a wider
geographical area in which there were oppressed nations by
politically dominated nations - may highlight the national
economic role of the banks in undermining and collapse of the
multinational empires, the formation of the federal states or of
the modern unitary national state. Interesting by connecting the
Transylvanian Romanian banks in the years 1867 - 1914 to the
Western European banking model of organization and work is
the process progress in their reform and modernization. The
objective that begins in 1892, seeks to ensure the permanent
growing efficiency of the banks and avoid the bankruptcies. Since
the 60s - 70s of the 19" century, the Romanian credit system in
forming knew two forms of organization: credit cooperation -
organized on the principle of joint associations and solidarity,
respectively the loan banks as joint stock companies on shares.
The investigation of the relationships between these two very
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different credit systems, the cooperative targeting just about the
helping of the local community, without financial profit and the
credit banks seeking primarily to obtain the dividends (profits) for
shareholders - is very interesting for the nowadays historians and
practitioners of the banking system. The relations between banks
and customers, the financial - banking culture of the customers,
the ability or inability to capitalize most effectively the obtained
credit from the bank; the school system of the bank officials in
secondary commercial schools and university ranking commercial
academies; the world of the bank officials, with their cash income
obtained from wages and other sources, their professional
knowledge level, their involvement in the cultural, economic,
political and modern life of their time, the numerical growth rate;
the forms of the professional organization - are other issues to be
argued presented in a banking monograph. Finally, we need to
weigh the theorists and politicians role in the banks life, the
personalities who have won their head; the rate of occurrence and
quality of journals, studies, university courses, books of specialty,
brochures and articles for popularization dedicated to the banks
activity and banking history.

The basic sources of banking bistory research, including the
development banks monographs are in various stages of storage. The
bank archives are in a deplorable state, especially the
correspondence between bank and customer. The mentioned
archives were kept in a poor condition, the best case remaining the
minutes of the Managing and Directing Boards. The
correspondence of the Managing Directors with their counterparts,
with the State authorities or political and cultural life personalities,
has vanished during World War I and the revolution of 1918 -
1919", then the communist regime. Technical details regarding the
setting up of the banks, but also information on the “national
security” of the dual empire, we find in the county administration

17 See the case of correspondence of Partenie Cosma, the General Manager of
the Bank “Albina” in Sibiu between 1885 - 1916; Sava Raicu, Chief
Accountant and General Manager of the Bank “Victoria” in Arad, etc.
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archive courts, of the Hungarian Interior Ministry or of the Austria
- Hungarian Bank. The economic and political magazines and
newspapers, even the culture ones in Budapest, Oradea, Arad,
Caransebes, Orastie, Sibiu, Brasov, etc. can provide us further
information on the work of the Romanian banks. Not lastly, the
personal archive funds of several bank officials, shareholders or
politicians can replenish, sometimes spectacularly, banks credit
banks history, taking into account that the whole Romanian elite
was involved in banking businesses, either as ordinary depositors
or as shareholders and debtors.

X X
X

At the end of our considerations on the difficulties faced
by a researcher in the field of the banking history, respectively,
the aspects that he needs to consider whether wants to make a
quality banking monograph - we conclude, however, in an optimistic
note, highlighting also the reward the researcher involved in studying this area
of the economic life can get it.

By leveraging intelligent the figures and percentages
found in the banking documents, making them come alive, let
talk to us - the historian may show that behind them is the
arduous work of the man, his sacrifice and hope for better. The
asserting of any human community bases on the work carefully
considered and promptly executed and of quality, as the work
done chaotically, without a prior planning, poor quality, in jumps,
without the strict observance of some terms, thought non-
professionally - blocks the progress or even can lead to the
involution of the society. Not lastly, the banking history
highlights the interacting between the spheres of the economic,
social, politic and cultural at the level of a human community at a
given historical moment.
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The monographs of the credit institutions can not only
help to complete the general culture of the ordinary citizen, but
they may prove that the banks are a true barometer of the economic
development in the pre-capitalist and capitalist societies, promptly
recording both ascending moments and of mankind. By the role
they play in the economic life, the credit institution can be
compared with zhe physician role in the human society. By the policy
that leads (credit ceiling, the amount of interest on deposits and
loans, granting prompt credit, guarantee of deposits made by
customers, etc.) a credit institution can contribute decisively to
the recovery or, conversely, worsening the economic life
generally, at a given historical moment. A serious banking system
cultivates the spirit of saving at the level of the ordinary citizen,
the confidence in work and life. The bank failures caused by
groups of interests to get rich on the backs of the small
depositors, or due to the mismanagement, they are leading to the
impoverishment of the population. They are also conducing to
the lack of confidence in the strength of the economy and of the
state as a whole and can cause discontent and dangerous social
unrest, endanger the national security. Finally, we can make a
shocking statement to some, accepted by others knowingly, that
we do not intend to argue here and now. The recent history, our
daily life, the long-term future lies in the hands of two institutions
that manipulate us and decide our fate: #he banks and the secrets
services. 1f the intelligence provides the information necessary for
the political leadership, the banks provide money, the political life
and intelligence financing. Without the support of these two
institutions, any party or political leader cannot come to power in
almost any country in the world. The U.S.A. model through the
Busch family, respectively, Russia under the Putin - Medvedev
tandem are symptomatic.
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MONOGRAPHS OF THE BIHOR VILLAGES
AFTER 1990, BETWEEN WISH AND
SCIENTIFIC VALUE

Aurel CHIRIAC

Abstract: The paper analyses the monographies of the villages from
Bihor, especially the historical ones, which appeared between 1990 and 2010.
Why? Because the many publications that appeared in the last twenty years are
still marked by the relation between desire and scientific quality. This is why in
sitnations when publication was burried the solution they often resorted to during
the communist age (1945 - 1989) was a classical elaboration pattern and already
known information, scarcely new information resulted from field and archive
research.

From our point of view there is a real need for monographies. But, in
order to increase their scientific quality one must resort to the monographic
research method - regardless of the subject - born in the interwar period on one
band, and on the other band, a thorough interdisciplinary scientific research,
that is not to be limited by archive documents but extends to bibliography,
photographic and oral testimonies, bringing out natural or architectural
patrimony and everything else that is able to personalige the existence of a rural
community on a long period of time.

Key words: desire, scientific  quality,  bistorical  monography,
interdisciplinary, photographic testimonies.

After 1990, both historians and lovers of the field
constantly expressed their wish to rediscover objectivity in
writing history, a justified aspiration if we consider the number of
history books printed in the last twenty years of the communist
regime in Romania, many of which responding to the ideological
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requirements of the times or being censored with a nonchalance
close to stupidity'.

Among the works that should have been published in the
Ceangescn Erra, the monographs of different settlements® were of
major value with the mention that most of them addressed their
history rather than aspects of social, economic, spiritual life. Several
of them were dedicated to rural settlements’. A pattern of content
was established in order to allow the circulation of those pieces of
information that were conveniently accepted and that foregrounded
the ,,great” achievements of the multilaterally developed socialist
society. The requirements to write historical monographs of the
villages eventually became a party norm and fell mainly in the charge
of the party activists trained at party schools or at the ,Stefan
Gheorghiu” Academy of Political Sciences. In some cases,
professional historians were involved, most of them trying to remain
honest in interpreting the past. We can conclude that the historical
monographs of the villages written between 1945-1989 are the
expression of a time when people’s knowledge should have been
diverted from the perception of historical truths.

These brief introductory lines are only meant to draw the
attention to the existence of some volumes that, although
supposed to be important for a community or other because of
the way in which they focused on their place and role over time,
in an area or another, under communism they turned, in their

U AL Zub, Discurs istoric 5i tranzitie. In cintarea unei paradigme, Tasi, 1998; P. Tugui,
Istoria si limba romdind in vremea lni Gheorghin-Dej, Bucuresti, 1999; Fl. Miiler,
Politica si istoriografie (1948-1904), Cluj, 2003; G.Moisa, Directii §i tendinte in
istoriografia romaneascd (1989-2006), Oradea, 2007; 1.Zainea, Istoriografia roménd si
cenzura comunistd (1966-1977), Oradea, 2010.

2 We have to mention that references point to the fact that monographs are considered
to be scientific contributions exhaustively dwelling upon a certain topic. During the
interwar period, Dimitrie Gusti founded the monographic research method.

3 In this paper we refer only to village monographs, mostly relating to past, top
the history of the settlement and less to aspects of social, economic, religious,
cultural, spiritual life (traditions, folklore) which are only mentioned not dwelt
on according to their importance for the destiny of the community over time.
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great majority, into some surrogates aimed at distorting history
and providing the collective mind with data imposed by the
political authority of those years".

After 1990, the issue of the historical monographs
became important again. Bihor is a significant example in this
respect. The main purpose of those who authored such works is
mainly to achieve, in a period of complete freedom, a true
historical monograph so much wished for by all. Wish was a key
factor when it came to carry out such a task. The willingness to
originate such an initiative, to fund such a work or to author it,
and especially the wish to find out truths hidden for more than 40
years motivated the open minds to complete these intentions.
Unfortunately, this aspiration very often generated hasty works,
similar to the models common before 1990. The result was that
more than once they were devoid of a proper scientific content.
The latter situation urged us to participate to this seminar’.

1. It is obvious that in today’s Romania, historical
monographs of settlements or of other topics are a priority because
they lack on the one hand. On the other hand, because many of
them were written during the socialist era and in few instances,
during the interwar period when such initiatives were carried out
successfully but at the level of knowledge of that time. When we
refer to the latter, their writing officially involved the intellectual
elites of the villages (schoolmasters, teachers, priests) who focused
mainly on the collection and printing of field evidence, respectively
folklore, customs that could be studied then.

Dimitrie Gusti’s monographic method also employed by
other sociologists of his time or later’, was fascinating mostly

* For the sake of clarification, we mention that in this paper we refer only to the
monographs of rural settlements published after 1990; most of them are historical.
5> The seminar Monographis Research in Central Enrope (1990-2010), Oradea, the
University of Oradea, October 7, 2011

6 D. Gusti, T. Herseni, Indrumiri pentru monografii sociologice, Bucuresti, 1940; H.
Sthal, Monografia unui sat: cum se alcituieste in folosul caminului cultural, Bucuresti,
1973; H. H. Sthal, coordinator), Dimitrie Gusti, Bucuresti, 19802.
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because the field solution facilitated the hoarding of some
information about a human reality personalized by traditions and
a long-standing social life’. The result was the issue of several
monographs which, through their interdisciplinary researches,
proved to be scientifically valid®. What is noteworthy is that
whenever it was about ample monographs, their authors were
selected from among specialists. An example of this kind in Bihor
is The Almanac Monograph of Crisana, Bihor County ( Monografia —
almanah a Crisanei [udetul Bibor), published in 1936 in Oradea,
coordinated by Aurel Tripon and having the contribution of
Stefan Lupsa, a theologian, and of priest Nichifor Jude, of the
teachers Teodor Nes and Eugen Cerutea, of the lawyers Stefan
Mircus and Liviu Popa, of Angela — Salagianu-Butca, president of
the Romanian Women’s Reunion in Beius, and, last but not least,
Mircea Pauca, a geologist at the ,,Grigore Antipa” Museum in
Bucharest. We have to mention that the patronage was provided
by the National House of Bihor which was a cultural society
supporting the interests of the Romanian community’.

We can hardly avoid revealing a common motivation in
writing: the need for monographs. Then, between 1918 and
1940 it meant to catch up with a lost time in this respect in the
European context, and in Transylvania to provide a long-awaited
book for each community, the Romanians, the Hungarians, the
Saxons, especially for reasons of historical destiny determined by
the Great Union.

7 Here are some example relevant for the interwar Bihor County: T.Miriscu,
Monografia comunei Sudrigin, judetul Bibor, Beius, 1934; 1dem, Folclor adunat din
comuna Batdr, Bibor, Tinca, 1938; P.Stelea, Viata sdtenilor din Crsenia, Bibor, Beius,
1944. Fondul Primdriei orasului Beiug, inventar 129, dosar 1941, Monografii
(Budureasa, Finis, Ribigani, Cojdeni, Albesti, Sducani).

8 H. H. Sthal, Nere, un vilage d’une région archaique, 1 — 111, Bucuresti, 1939; 1. 1.
lonicd, Dealu Mobhului. Ceremonia agrard a cununii in Tara Oltului, Bucuresti, 1943;
X. C. Costaforu, Cercetarea monograficd a familiei, Bucuresti, 1943.

0 V.Faur, RRominasu, Statutele asociatiilor culturale romanesti din Oradea §i Bibor
(1849-1933), Oradea, 2007, p.135-146; R. Rominasu, Asociatii culturale romainesti
din Oradea si Bibor in perioada interbelicd, Oradea, 2008, p.109-177
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2. When acknowledging the positiveness of writing
historical monographslo, we cannot but refer to the fact that most
of them are of notable scientific quality. This result was possible
due to the balanced relationship between social control, the
coordinator or coordinating team, and the author, to be
expressed in writing them.

We have had no intention to evaluate the scientific
dimension of the monographs about villages or communes in
Bihor published after 1990. They exist in a large number',

10°We have to mention that the Hungarian community of Bihor also
encourages such a project so that they could publish a large number of
historical monographs of different settlements or monographs focused on
architectural monuments, and other topics, but this issue is not to be
considered now.

1T Monographs published after 1990(thereport contains only the titles we
possess or are to be found in important libraries of the county):

Anca, Aurel, Monografia conunei Dobregti — Judetul Bibor, Artpress, Timisoara, 2008.

Ardelean, Petru, Terra Ucrus — Pamantul Ucuris — [Contributii monografice],
Editura Universitatii din Oradea, Oradea, 2007.

Blaga, Miron, Blaga, Octavian: [ala laduluz. Locuri, oameni, fapte, traditiz, Oradea:
Centrul Judetean pentru Conservarea si Promovarea Culturii Traditionale Bihor,
Societatea cultural-stiintifici AdSumus, Editura Abaddaba, 2005.

Bulc, Nicolae, Todincd, Vasile (coord.), Delani, un sat din Tara Beiusuluz,
Editura Mega, Cluj-Napoca, 2011.

Butiscd, Constantin, Monografia comunei Driganesti- Bibor, Editura Brevis,
Oradea, 2002.

Butiscd, Constantin, Sasul Poiana de Vascin. Case, oameni i traditii, Editura
Brevis, Oradea, 2010.

Butiscd, Constantin, Pele, Ioan, Satu/ Finate — Judetul Bibor. Case si oameni.
Istorie si tradipii, Editura Brevis, Oradea, 2008.

Chiriac, Aurel, Borcea, Liviu (coordonatori), Monografia comunei 1V adu
Crisului, Oradea, 2005

Chiriac, Aurel, Mihira, Gheorghe, Godea, loan, Monografia judetnlni Bibor,
vol. I-ITI, Editura Arca, Oradea, 2010.

Coltea, Dumitru, Cardsan. Monografia unui sat de pe Crisnl Negru, Editura
Napoca Star, Cluj-Napoca, 2006.

Cuceu, Maria, Nipdiesti. Un sat de pe Valea Crisului Negrun. Monografie
etnografico-folelorica, Editura Napoca Star, Cluj-Napoca, 2004.

Danielisz, Endre, Monografia municipiniui Salonta in date, 2003.
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tending even to increase in number. A first encouraging
observation is that the authoring boards are made up of

Degiu, loan, Comuna Buntesti. Monografie, vol. 1-11, Editura Abaddaba,
Oradea, 2004.

Degiu, Ioan, Apan, Adrian, Pestis. O wvatrd de istorie, culturd si civilizatie
romaneascd din Bihor, AdSumus, Oradea, 2007.

Degau, Ioan, Branda, Nicolae (coord.), Bezusul §i lumea lui. Studin monografic,
vol. I-1V, Editura Primus, Oradea, 2008-2009.

Fazecas, Gruia, Marta, Doru, Moisa, Gabriel, Tivadar, Nicolae, Istoria
communei Suplacu de Baredn, Editura Universititii din Oradea, Oradea, 2011.

Gal, N. Nicolae (coord.), Monografia orasului Marghita, Ed. Primus, Oradea,
2007.

Hodorog, Florian Laurentiu, Povesti adevdrate din satul men natal Bogei, Editura
Studia, Cluj-Napoca, 2008.

Indries, Traian, Monografia comunei Tileagd la a 750-a aniversare, Editura
Imprimeriei de 1est, Oradea, 2006.

Indries, Traian, Monografia localititii Tilecus judetul Bibor, Editura Imprimeriei
de Vest, Oradea, 2004.

Marta Doru (coord.), Fazecas, Gruia, Dirdban, Gheorghe, Moisa, Gabriel,
Monografia comunei Holod, Editura Arca, Oradea, 2012.

Milinas, Ioan Mirin, Satul i biserica din Cintelec, Bibor - file de monografie,
Editura Mihai Eminescu, Oradea, 1997.

Mihes, Petru, Mihes, Mircea, Mihes Papiu, Livia, Satul Megiad-Pagini de
monografie, Editura Imprimeriei Ex libris Hoffnung-Stei, 2009.

Moisa, Gabriel (coord.), Monografia comunei 1azdreni, Editura Arca, Oradea,
2007.

Moisa, Gabriel, Monografia istoricd a satulni 1 arvig, Editura Muzeului Tarii
Crisurilor, Oradea, 2005.

Moisa, Gabriel (coord.), Fazecas, Gruia, Marta, Doru, Parasca, Criciun,
Monografia comunei Pomezen, Duran’s, Oradea, 2010.

Mot, Aurel Gaviil, O vatrd folclorica: Agstilen. Oradea: Centrul Judetean pentru
Conservarea si Promovarea Culturii Traditionale Bihor, Editura Abaddaba,
2006.

Sipos, Sotin (coord.), Satele de pe Valea Superioard a Bistrei. Schifa monografica,
Editura Universitdtii din Oradea, Oradea, 2011.

Tica, Aurel; Muscas, Viorel, Monografia comunei Sarbi, Editura Arca, Oradea,
2010.

Tigan, Florian, Crampeie de monografie sentimentald a satnlni Dusesti — judetul
Bihor, 1508-2008, Editura Casa Corpului Didactic Bihor, Oradea, 2008.

Vribies, Nicolae, Monografia satului Husasau de Tinca, Editura Universitatii
din Oradea, Oradea, 2009.
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specialists in  various fields, their presence ensuring the
consistency of these texts. The relationship between social
command and authors is likely to operate on natural principles.
Undoubtedly, there are situations where the sponsor has special
claims from the author or co-author, situations that require
attention to be paid to professional ethics, an issue we should
consider.

Their content is getting closer to the rigor of such
scientific contributions. The method employed, in spite of the
impatience of publication is obvious in some cases, is the use of
bibliography, archives, field findings which is a good thing. It is
equally obvious that, in their urge to demonstrate the long-
standing existence of some rural communities, many historical
monographs contain inconclusive, general data which cannot fill
in the gap in the specialized references. We believe that it would
be more appropriate to insist on those historical periods where
arguments could be provided in favour of differentiating the
concerned communities whereas annexes should contain archival
documents reporting on occupations, on inhabitants, on their
social and religious status; photographs of generations of families,
so important for the visual remembrance of that place; old
villagers’ oral testimonies; descriptions of the natural heritage and
local architecture.

3. It follows from the above discussion that it is
mandatory to re-examine our attitude towards such enterprises
firstly by negotiating with the coordinator or the author of the
monograph, the content that can help highlight, beyond the
standardized structures (the natural geographical background,
historical evolution, religious environment, schools), the markers
of social and spiritual life, specific to a settlement or other.
Secondly, it should be essential to have an album to stand for a
visualized chronicle of the society circumscribed to the place. In
conclusion, we strive for writing rural monographs, historical
ones or of other kind, which should be the result of a responsible
scientific effort. It is time for all these to meet the requirements
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of a highly scientific synopsis characterized by completeness,
interdisciplinarity, and rigor in using citations and references and in
stating value judgments, as well as by objectivity of interpretation.
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HISTORIES OF HUNGARY AFTER THE
CHANGE OF THE POLITICAL SYSTEM

Zita HORVATH

Abstract: This paper conld only give a sketchy overview of the different
histories of Hungary published after the change of the political system. The limits of
the paper made it impossible for me to give an acconnt of the difference in the views of
history of the different authors even in relation to just one period like the beginnings
of the Early Modern Age or analyse the basic differences in the evaluation of the
different periods. It wounld have been worth giving a deeper analysis of the different
works but this conld not have been done within the limits of this paper. I was
restricted to classic national synthesises so I did not give an overview e.g. of the
extremely useful comprebensive works on cultural history’ or the djfferent
monographs on social history.? The analysis conld thus have been extended to many
other works but for this, only a more substantial book on bistoriography would give
opportunity. But I do believe that this sketchy overview also reveals a lot about the
initiatives started and appearing in books in relation to the history of Hungary after
the change of the political system..

Time will decide which of the works presented here will prove to be really
long-lasting.

Key words: monographs on Hungary, comprebensive bistories, regime
change, post-socialist history writing

U For example: Magyar Kidex. A magyar miivelddéstirténet évszizadai, 1-V1.
(Hungarian codex. Centuries of Hungarian cultural history Vol. I-V1.’) Chief
ed.. Szentpéteri, Jozsef. Budapest 1999-2001. and Koésa, Laszl6 (ed.): Magyar
mifvelddéstorténet. A Hungatian cultural history’) Budapest 1998.; E. Kovacs,
Péter: Heétkoznapi élet Matyds kirdly kordban (Mindennapi torténelem). CEveryday
life in the age of King Matthias. (Everyday history)’) Budapest, 2008.

2 Gyani, Gabor—K&vér, Gyorgy: Magyarorszdg tarsadalomtiorténete a reformkortd] a
masodike vilaghdboriig. CA social history of Hungary from the Reform Age to
World War IT’) Budapest, 1998.
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Introduction
This paper gives an overview of the histories of Hungary
published after the change of the political system. Naturally, it is
impossible to cover all the published works in such a short paper
but those of decisive importance will be analysed and classified
with the intention to give a comprehensive overview. The works
are arranged according to the following principles:
e Comprehensive histories of Hungary from the
beginnings to the present age.
e Works covering long periods of Hungarian history
like the Middle Ages, the beginnings of the Early
Modern Age, etc.
e Works covering the history of a particular century.
Every period produced/produces its own vetrsion of
national history. It was so in the 19th century, between the two
world wars and after the change of the political system, as well.
Underlying causes of writing newer and newer histories of
Hungary include the different political systems, the development
of historical science, the appearance of new trends, changing
public demands and others.

Preliminaries’

Historical science became an independent discipline 7 #he
19th century *, when its system of institutions and the complete
system of conditions developed which were capable of triggering
its development but the process obviously had earlier
preliminaries. Different European trends such as positivism,

3 In the short chapter entitled Preliminaries, a brief overview is given of the
histories of Hungary from the second half of the 19th century to the political
changes without striving for completeness.

4 For details see Gunst, Péter: A magyar tirténetirds torténete. (A history of
Hungarian historiography’) Debrecen, Csokonai, 2000. 197-224., and Romsics,
Ignac: Clio biviletében. Magyar torténetiras a 19-20. sgdzadban —  nemzetkizi
kitekintéssel/ (Under Clio’s spell. Hungarian historiography in the 19th and 20th
centuries with an international outlook.”) Budapest, Osiris, 2011. 106-166.
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historism, Marxism, etc. exerted their influence in Hungary, too,
but they were less determining than in West Europe. The norm
imposed by religious denominations,” was a stronger
consideration than any other methods, especially in the coverage
of the beginnings of the Early Modern Age. In Hungary just like
anywhere else in Europe, research focussed on ’national
historiography’ primarily under the influence of nationalism — it
should not be forgotten that this was the period of the emergence
of modern national states. With its own devices, historical science
made an attempt to legitimise the current existence of the nation
with its past, which also met a kind of public demand. It was not
different in Hungary, either. As early as in the 19th century,
substantial histories of Hungary were written by e.g. Mihaly
Horvath, Gyula Pauler and Ignic Acsady. .However, the best-
known and most ambitious work of the period was the 10-
volume Magyar nemzet torténete (A history of the Hungarian
nation’), edited by Sandor Szilagyi and made for the millennium
celebrations. In comparison with former histories of Hungary, its
most important novelty and strength was that the history of the
particular periods was written by the best experts of the given
era,” which is true even if the different chapters are not of the
same standard.

5> This term was introduced by Zoltan Té6th. Téth, Zoltan: A rendi norma és a
\Reresztyén polgdrisodas” Tarsadalomtorténeti esszé ("The norm of estates and the
’Christian bourgeois development. An essay on social history’). Szdzadvég,
1991/1-2. 75-130.

¢ Horvath, Mihaly: A magyarok tirténete 1-VIIL. CA history of the Hungarians I-
VIIT’) Budapest, 1871-1873.; Pauler, Gyula: A magyar nemzet torténete azg
drpdadhazi kirdlyok alatt. 1-11. (The history of the Hungarian nation under the
kings of the House of Arpad’) Budapest 1893.; Acsady, Ignic: A magyar
birodalom torténete. 1-11. CA history of the Hungarian Empire’) Budapest 1903-
1094.; Szilagyi, Sandor (ed.): A magyar nemzet torténete, I-1IX. CA history of the
Hungarian nation I-IX.") Budapest, 1894-1898. (Authors: Rébert Frohlich,
Bélint Kuzsinszky, Géza Nagy, Ignic Acsady, David Angyal, Géza Ballagi,
Vilmos Fraknéi, Henrik Marczali, Gusztav Beksics, Lajos Dézsi, Sandor Marki,
Antal Pér, Gyula Schénherr. The foreword was written by Kolos Vaszary.)
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The demand for writing a new synthesis was also present
in historiography between the two world wars, bearing the features of the
history of ideas, a flourishing trend at that time. After the country
having become considerably smaller due to the Trianon peace
treaties, the historical and cultural self-definition of Hungary
played a role in the writing of the new national history just like
the development of the discipline. Although in many cases, it
cannot stand the test of present research results, which often
modify its conclusions, the work of Balint Héman and Gyula
Szekfl proved to be long-standing.” In spite of the fact that it is
not a history of Hungary in the classic sense, the five-volume
Magyar muvel6déstorténet (Hungarian cultural history’), edited
by Sandor Domanovszky, should also be mentioned here.” While
Hoéman-Szekfd’s Magyar torténet (Hungarian history’) centred
on political history, as the title indicates, the volumes edited by
Domanovszky investigated the different aspects of culture like
society, economy, geographical determining factors, etc. In the
present sense, it had a more modern approach but as it was
written by several authors, it was less consistent. Between the two
world wars, there were several important works written by just
one author. From among these, the works of Gyula Szekft and
Istvan Szabé as well as those by Ferenc Eckhardt and Domokos
Kosary should be mentioned ’. As regards their focus and
approach, there are significant differences between these works.

The period after World War II did not only bring changes in
the history of the country but there were also significant changes

7 Héman, Balint-Szekfd, Gyula: Magyar torténet 1-V. CA Hungarian history’)
Budapest 1928-1934.

8 Domanovszky, Sandor: Magyar mivelédéstorténet. 1-NV . (A history of Hungatian
culture I-V.’) Budapest, 1939-1943.

9 Szekfl, Gyula: A magyar dllam életrajza. CA biography of the Hungarian state’)
Budapest 1918 (New edition: Budapest 1988.) and Szabo, Istvan: A magyarsdg
életrajza (A biography of the Hungarian nation’). Budapest 1941 (New edition:
Budapest 1990.); Eckhart, Ferenc: Magyarorszag torténete (A history of
Hungary’). Budapest 1933.; Kosary, Domokos: Magyarorszag torténete (A
history of Hungary’). Budapest 1943.
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in the institutional system, representatives and dominant methods of
historical science, too. After 1945, Marxist historical approach
became dominant with Marxist historiographers rewriting the
history of Hungary in response to current demands. In 1949, in the
general assembly of the Hungarian Historical Society, Erzsébet
Andics, a well-known representative of Marxist historiography
defined the essence of the historiography of the new period."” Five
authors undertook to write the first comprehensive history of
Hungary with a Marxist approach.' Just like in all the Marxist
historical works, this work emphasized the class struggle of serfs and
anti-Hapsburg movements, which were both presented as the
forerunners of the Republic of Councils. A two-volume history of
Hungary edited by Erik Molnar was published in 1964."* Although it
still had an unquestionably Marxist approach, it was a much more
refined and much more professional synthesis than the previous
one. It was also produced by several authors.

Shortly before the change of the political system, the
Marxist approach was alreadyless influential. The best-known
history of Hungary written before the political changes was the
"10-volume’ history of Hungary, of which, however, only 7 were
produced.” Neither the history of the period between 1246 and
1526 nor that of the period following 1945 was written. The
volumes have a varied level but this is natural in the case of multi-

10 Andics, Erzsébet: E/noki székfoglald a Magyar Torténelmi Tarsulat 1949. mdrcius 27-
i kozgyilésén. (Chairwoman’s inaugural at the general assembly of the Hungarian
Historical Society on 27 March, 1949’) Szazadok, 1948. 1-4. (1949)1-18. Quoted
by: Romsics, Ignac: Eliszd (Foreword’). In: Magyarorszag torténete CA history of
Hungary’). Chief editor: Romsics, Ignac. Budapest 2007. 12.

11 Heckenast, Gusztav—Incze, Miklés—Karacsonyi, Béla—Lukacs, Lajos—Spira,
Gyorgy: A magyar nép torténete. Rovid dtrekintés. (A history of the Hungarian
nation. A brief overview.”) Budapest 1951-1953. (Published several times
between 1951 and 1953)

12 Molnar, Erik (ed.) Magyarorszdg torténete. 1-11. CA history of Hungary I-11.)
Budapest 1964

3 Magyarorszdg torténete 15z kotethen. (A history of Hungary in ten volumes’)
Chief editor: Pach, Zsigmond Pal. Budapest 1978-1989.
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author works. In my opinion, the best part is the one about the
period between 1686 and 1790 (volume 4) . The bibliographies
at the end of the different volumes are especially useful. In
addition to the ten-volume history of Hungary, a short summary
was also written for the general public. The exaggerations of
Marxist historiography are missing even from this."

Histories of Hungary after the change of the political
system

After the change of the political system, there was social
demand for a national history with a new approach. New
textbooks were written, and several editors commissioned
acknowledged historiographers to write a new history of Hungary
for the educated public.

Perhaps with a little exaggeration it can broadly be stated
that after the change of the political system, there was a similar
process going on as in the 19th century. The country was
searching for its identity, and wanted to redefine it with the help
of historiography breaking with everything that had occurred
under the influence of the Marxist view of history. And as after
1945 °... historical science, earlier almost exclusively involved and
mostly interested in the cause of national state identification, ...
was forced to directly serve class politics ... — in the 1970s' —

Y4 Magyarorszdg torténete 153 kitetben. (A history of Hungary in ten volumes’) Vol.
4.,1686-1790. Ed. Ember, Gy6z6—Heckenast, Gusztav. Budapest 1989.

15 Unger, Matyas—Szabolcs, Otté: Magyarorszdg tirténete (A history of Hungary’).
Budapest 1979.

16 This process already started in the 1970s, before the change of the political
system. Many put this shift in historiography to the 1970s: Gosztonyi, Péter:
Torténelemszemiélet, torténelemtudat és torténeti irodalom Magyarorszagon. (View and
awareness of history and historical literature in Hungary’) Korunk, 1995. 4. sz.
34. and Benda, Gyula: A tarsadalomtorténet-iras helyzete és perspektivai ("The
conditions and perspectives of social historiography’). Szidzadvég, 1997. Tavasz.
36.Quoted in: Gyani, Gabor: Torténetirasunk az ezred forduléjan. (Hungarian
historiography at the turn of the millennium?) Szdzadvég, 2000 6sz. Uj folyam,
18. szam. (117-140). Here: 120. [gyani, 2000]
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the original function given up under pressure was revived.
...what could be a wvalid social task for historical science after
1989: naturally, a contribution ... to the post-communist
rebuilding of the nation”'” It follows from this that
historiographers wanted to contribute to the rebuilding of the
nation with a new comprehensive national history. This was
demanded by history teaching, which has been politics-centred up
till now, the demand of the public and, although this is less often
highlighted, by market demand, too. As the increasing number of
publishing companies also saw the publishing of new histories of
Hungary as good business, several histories of Hungary were
written parallel or within a short time in many cases. The public
bought them as people thought that everything published from
historiographers before 1989 must have been a lie imposed on
historiography by politics. '® It was believed by some of the
experts, politicians and laymen interested in history that
historiography should continue from the point where it had been
interrupted under political pressure after 1945. It was believed
that an authentic presentation of national history was needed.”
Following from this, political history ’remained the dominant
approach’ as ’most of the secrets were directly related to the
world of political decisions so everybody was primarily interested
in these.” In spite of the fact that from the second half of the
1970s, Hungarian historiography underwent a significant
methodological renewal, at the time of the change of the political
system, the approach of political history became dominant in the
histories of Hungary with a few exceptions that will be dealt with
later. So it is not the case that Hungarian historiography would
not have known the thematic or methodological possibilities of

17 Gyani, 2000. 121.

18 The exaggerations of this are the illusiory theories concerning the ancient
history of the Hungarian nation as they consider the Finno-Ugric origin of the
Hungarian language a Marxist lie, too.

19 Gyani, 2000. 119.

20 Gyani, 2000. 137 p.
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postmodern historiography *' (to the contrary, many experts
used/use them) but due to the abovementioned reasons, on a
wider scale there was greater demand for the classic approach of
political history. In other words, at the time of the change of the
political system, the non-professional public was craving for a
new national history. (Fortunately, nowadays there is substantial
demand for other types of historical works, too, as it is well
indicated by the varied supply of publishing companies Osiris or
I’Harmattan.)

In general, comprehensive histories of Hungary were
written by acknowledged historiographers. It is obvious that there
is a qualitative difference between the individual works
themselves. This is not necessarily caused by any difference due
to the qualities of authors but may rather have resulted from
customer intent, available size or meeting the demands of an
assumed or real circle and demand of readers.

Comprehensive histories of Hungary from the
beginnings to the present age

One type of the histories of Hungary attracting a wide
circle of readers represents the approach covering complete
national history from the beginnings to the present age.

Of this type, chronologically the first work is Magyarorszdg
rovid torténete ("A short history of Hungary’) written by Ivan Bertényi
and Gabor Gyapay.” The authors had a double objective. On the
one hand, they wanted to write an objective work which presents
true facts for the general public and public education. This is how
they define their objectives in the foreword:’Consequently, there
was and there is a need for a balanced and objective view of

21 It is not possible to analyse every relevant work, which is not the task of this
paper, either. T should only like to refer to one overview: Bédy, Zsombor—O.
Kovics, Jézsef: Bevezetés a tarsadalomtirténetbe. (Introduction to social history’)
Budapest 2003.

22 Bertényi, Ivan—Gyapay, Gabor: Magyarorszag révid torténete. (A short
history of Hungary’) Budapest 1992. (657 pages)
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history, based on facts [...] giving preference to the
considerations of public education and the values and criteria of
’popular’ science in the broadest sense.”™ On the other hand, the
authors wanted to produce an objective history free from any
political dogmas: *At last, in 1990, Hungary could turn over a new
leaf [...] no political dogmas may distort the scholatly
investigation of our past any more’” Undoubtedly, this book was
written in an easily understandable, fluent style. One of the
authors, Ivan Bertényi is a historiographer and a university
lecturer while his co-author is a secondary school teacher of
history so they were also helped by their educational experience
in finding the proper, reader-friendly, clear style. The work does
not contain any revelatorily new conclusions but is a balanced
summary of the history of Hungary from the beginnings to the
change of the political system. Noone who is interested in history
and would like to get an overview of the history of the country
will get disappointed by it. Due to its character, the book does
not and need not contain references but a bibliography is really
missing from it. However, the reader’s orientation is assisted by a
chronology as well as subject and name indexes. The accounts of
the different periods, the different chapters are proportionately
structured and are not overdimensioned at one anothet’s expense.
In my opinion, the objective set by authors and publisher is
achieved.

In 2001, publishing company Osiris Kiadé published an
exquisitely impressive book, Millenniumi Magyar Torténet (A
Hungarian history at the turn of the millennium’) to celebrate the
millennium of the Hungarian state.”” It was written by several

23 Bertényi, Ivan—Gyapay, Gabor, 1992. E/dszé (Foreword’). 5.

2 Bertényi, Ivan—Gyapay, Gabor, 1992. Back cover of the book.

25 Millenninmi magyar tirténet. Magyarorszdg torténete a honfoglaldstd! napjainkig. (A
Hungarian history at the turn of the millennium. The history of Hungary from
the occupation of the territory of the country to the present age.”) Ed. Téth,
Istvan Gyorgy, Budapest 2001. (719 pages) In German: Geschichte Ungarns.
Herausgegeben von Istvan Gy6rgy Téth. Budapest 2005.
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historiographers, the best experts of the given period. The Middle
Ages: Pal Engel, Attila Zsoldos, Péter E. Kovacs. The beginnings
of the Early Modern Age: Istvan Gyorgy Téth, Gabor Agoston,
Janos Kalmar, Teréz Oborni, Csaba Borsodi. Early Modern Age:
Zoltan Foénagy, Tamas Dobszay, Robert Hermann, Janos Veliky.
Modern (present) Age: Ignac Romsics, Gyorgy Gyarmati. The
chronology and bibliography at the end of the book were
compiled by Gabriella Kocsis. The authors of the volume almost
all have affiliations in the capital, primarily in the Institute of
History of the Hungarian Academy of Sciences and Eo6tvos
Lorand University of Arts and Sciences with the exception of
Janos Veliky, who is a lecturer of Debrecen University. It is a
scholarly work but is not written solely for historiographers as it
provides good reading for the general public, too. This is
confirmed by the fact that soon after its publication, it ran out of
stock, which is rare in the case of a scholarly book on history. As
the editor of the book, Istvan Gyorgy Toéth writes in the
foreword there were comprehensive histories of Hungary
published earlier, too, but "Hardly any books were written which
gave an account of the history of Hungary from the beginnings to
the moment of their writing at length so with attention to the
details, too, and in a well-readable style but at the same time using
the special terminology of historical science. This is what we want
this book to be like, we have planned its size so that both those
interested in history and students preparing for their final or
other examinations will get a scholarly high-level and detailed but
at the same time well-readable and clearly structured overview of
Hungarian history. ... The authors did not avoid contraversial
issues in the account of any period, let that be the theory of ’the
double conquest of the territory of Hungary’, the origin of the
Seklers, the evaluation of the Turkish occupation or the role of
the AVH (state security authorities) following 1949, which are all
dealt with in the book. The authors form their opinion on the
basis of their own research, often after exploring the materials of
archives which were closed or were not accessible for Hungarian
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researchers earlier™™ Indeed, the greatest merit of the book is that
its chapters were written by the best experts of the period, who
not only summarised what historical science knew about the
given period but completed general knowledge with their own
research results thus synthesizing and giving new at the same
time. The illustrations and maps help getting a deeper insight but
the book does not contain any indexes. In my opinion, it is one
of the best summaries of the history of the nation ever written.
Exactly 10 years after Bertényi and Gyapay’s book and in
almost the same size, three outstanding historiographers, Gyula
Kristo, Janos Barta and Jené Gergely published Magyarorszig
tirténete elvidoktdl 2000-ig (A history of Hungary from ancient
times to 2000°).”” Gyula Kristé was a renowned expert of the
Middle Ages at Szeged University, Janos Barta is an
acknowledged researcher at Debrecen University while Jend
Gergely was a renowned professor of history at E6tvos Lorand
University of Arts and Sciences. It is to the credit of the
publishing company, Pannonica Kiadé that it had the courage to
break with the tradition of inviting authors only from the capital,
thus confirming Gabor Gyani’s statement that it is no longer the
privilege of academicians to write a comprehensive account of
our national history™ It is a clear, understandable work, written
for the general public, characterised by an authentic, unprejudiced
and modern approach. The book contains a similarly detailed
chronology as the previous one together with an index of names.
Fortunately, the authors also compiled a detailed bibliography for
every period. The publishing company targeted ’the wider reading
public’ with the book so that they could get factual knowledge
reflecting an unbiassed and modern approach.” The work is

26 T6th, Istvan Gyorgy, 2001. Eldszd (Foreword’), 15.

27 Kristd, Gyula—Barta, Janos—Gergely, JenS: Magyarorszdg torténete eldidiktd]
2000-ig CA history of Hungary from ancient times to 2000°). Budapest, 2002.
(687 pages) [Kristd, Gyula et al., 2002]

28 Gyani, 2000. 134.

29 Krist6, Gyula et al., 2002. Back cover of the book.
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chronologically structured but the authors also give a propetly
detailed account of social, economic and cultural conditions. It is
capable of meeting the demands of a relatively wide range of
readers from BA university students to readers simply interested
in history. Ten years has passed since its publication but it is still
considered to be a state-of-the-art work.

The most recent comprehensive account, edited by Ignac
Romsics, was published by Akadémiai Kiadé in 2007 . It is
indicated by even its size that we are concerned with the greatest
endeavour of the period after the change of the political system.
The book, which is longer than 1,000 pages together with the
bibliography, the chronological appendix and the index of names,
was written by several outstanding experts including Csanad
Balint, Marta Font, Andras Kubinyi, Géza Palfty, Laszl6 Katus
and Igniac Romsics. The foreword was written by chief editor
Ignac Romsics. In it, he gives a brief overview of previous
histories of Hungary, defining the place of this work among
them. This work, part of the series _Akadémiai kézikinyvek
(‘Acadenic handbooks’) of Akadémiai Kiadd, primarily wishes to be
a teaching aid for students of academic grammar schools
involved in a deeper study of Hungarian history as well as for BA
ot  undergradnate university students and their lecturers.
Accordingly, it does not only contain historiographers’
interpretations but also source texts, maps, tables, a detailed
chronology and didactically structured, rich bibliographies, as
well.” In contrast to the previously mentioned comprehensive
works, it also includes references and a brief summary at the
beginning of the account of each period, indicating main trends.
Just like in the case of the other comprehensive accounts of
national history, the main structuring principle is chronology
here, too, but social, economic and cultural conditions are also
given a properly detailed account. A special merit of the book is
its ongoing European perspective. Although it is a serious

30 Magyarorszdg torténete. (A history of Hungary’) Chief editor: Romsics, Ignéc.
Budapest 2007. (1,036 pages)
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scholarly work, this is not at the expense of readability. I cannot fully
agree with the chief editor’s statement that 'No great synthesis of
Hungarian history has been produced in the one and a half decade
that has passed since the change of the political system ....However,
at least half a dozen one-volume brief overviews have been
written.”! Ignac Romsics is absolutely right that there have been no
such great endeavours as the history of Hungary written for the
millennium in the 19th century or Héman-Szekf’s Magyar torténet
CA Hungarian history’) or the huge 10-volume account after 1945
(although unfinished). However, I consider the work edited by
Istvan Gyorgy Toth or the just presented book, edited by Ignac
Romsics, new syntheses even if they only consist of one volume. I
hold the series presented below and published by Pannonica Kiado
a kind of synthesis, too.

Works investigating long periods of the history of
Hungary — the Middle Ages, the beginnings of the Early
Modern Age, etc.

This short chapter gives an overview of some of the
works giving an account of one period instead of presenting the
history of Hungary from the beginnings to the present, without a
strive for completeness.

Of this type, the first work was published in the year of
the political changes, at the same time revealing a demand created
by the gap following the publication of the 10-volume summary.
It is actually not a single work but a series edited by Ferenc Glatz,
bearing the title Magyarok Eurépaban (Hungarians in Europe’) *

31 Romsics, 2007. Elészé (Foreword’), 13.

32 Engel, Pal: Beillesgkedés BEurdpaba a kezdetektd] 1440-ig. Magyarok Eurdpdban 1.
(’Adaptation to European conditions from the beginnings to 1440. Hungarians
in Europe 1.”) Budapest 1990.; Szakaly, Ferenc: Virdgkor és hanyatlds 1440—111.
Magyarok Eurdpdban II. (Golden age and decline 1440-1711. Hungarians in
Europe 11.) Budapest 1990.; Kosary, Domokos: Ujjaépités és polgirosodds 1700-
1867. Magyarok Eunrdpdiban 1II. (Rebuilding and bourgeois development 1700-
1867. Hungarians in Europe I11.”) Budapest 1990. [Engel 1990]; [Szakaly 1990],
[Kosaray 1990]
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The series was originally planned to have 4 volumes but in the
end, only three were actually written. The fourth one, planned by
Ferenc Glatz to be entitled A modern Magyarorszag, 1867-t6l
(Modern Hungary from 1867°) was not produced.

The chief merit of the first comprehensive work written
after the change of the political system is the parallel investigation
of Hungarian and world history, which was not typical of
histories of Hungary either earlier or later. The editorial foreword,
giving the justification for the publication of the series, is
included in all the three volumes. On the one hand, the editor
criticizes experts of social history for ’publishing their research
results in a language and using a terminology understandable for
only a narrow range of professional readers ... which only
arouses or may only arouse the interest of a narrow range of full-
time social scientists... We feel it particularly tragic that there is a
gap between proud researchers, having retreated into their own
institutions and the most important intellectual workers of
society, the representatives of the teaching profession.” Thus,
the series was primarily intended for teachers but also for the
general public interested in history. Ferenc Glatz thinks that there
is a lack of popular scientific works as scholarly articles are only
read by historiographers so the new research results exert no
influence. That is what makes it necessary to produce a
comprehensive work written in widely understandable style but at
the same time, on an academic level. The first two volumes are
intentionally centred on political and military history. The third
volume is also structured by the chronology of events but rather
focusses on the analysis of major correlations and problems.”The
authors’ view of history is based on the same principles, however,
they use different methods and devices. Pal Engel and Ferenc
Szakaly put greater emphasis on narrative, enriching their
characterisations with event descriptions. The former author pays
special attention to social movements while the latter rather

33 Glatz Ferenc: Torténelmi olvasikinyy négy kitethen (Eldsz0). CA reader in history
in four volumes. (Foreword)’). 9. (In all the three volumes.)
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concentrates on the correlations of state and military history.
Domokos Kosary appears as a representative of classic
synthesizing as he gives a unified account of European overviews
and cultural and social history”*

In the first volume, Pal Engel gives an overview of the
history of Hungary up to 1440 in an extremely well-readable style.
In the foreword, he writes: "The topic of this book, the Middle
Ages is often the favourite period of those who want to find
consolation for the misery of later periods in ’the glory of old
times’. For them, the Hungarian armies of old centuries represent
the same as their favourite football club, if they win, they cheer
with them, and they are sad if they lose. They swell with pride
reading that under the leadership of King Louis the Great, the
Hungarian army managed to occupy the Dalmatian coast, and they
are very likely to be angry with King Sigismund because he lost the
territory. Many people who feel like this consider such sentiments
to be a natural manifestation of patriotism. Therefore, perhaps it is
worth calling their attention to two aspects that they may not know
about or may never have considered fully. First, football and
history are two different things. One of them is a game .... while
the other is, of course, grim reality, in which every military
campaign was accompanied by immense suffering, destruction and
— especially in the Middle Ages — intentional acts of cruelty no
matter who the winner was. ... Secondly, what is much more
important: we understand something else by the Hungarian nation
now than what it meant at that time. ... The Hungarian nation that
decided on and waged those wars only consisted of a very thin
caste. ... All through the Middle Ages, common people were
excluded from the nation, and had no interest whatsoever in any of
the wars. Therefore, any reader who expects patriotic feelings from
this book will surely be disappointed Any solidarity with Hungarian
politics in the Middle Ages is, on the one hand, self-deceit and a
sign of conscious prejudice, on the other. But if a historiographer

34 Ibid. 10.
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wants to take his/her subject seriously, for him/her the most
important guideline should be relentless objectivity.” I think these
words speak for themselves. In his work, the author achieved the
objectives set here.

Ferenc Szakaly gives an account of the period between
1440 and 1771, with a conscious focus on political and military
history’. Similarly to Ferenc Glatz, he also thinks that "In the past
decades, Hungarian  historiography  struggled for the
emancipation of economic, cultural and social history, becoming
almost independent disciplines, until it forgot about the
development of political history and about filling the gaps in the
row of events.” At the same time, he acknowledges that the
account of the changes in lifestyle were omitted due to size
considerations and economic and social history were given a less
important role. He succeeded in clarifying a large number of
commonplaces, for example the Hapsburg question and the issue
of Counter-Reformation.

Domokos Kosary presents Hungary as a part of
European culture as it is his objective ’that we should not see our
history in isolation, torn out of a bigger unit ...”7 He focusses on
the presentation and analysis of major trends.

Undoubtedly, this series is the first comprehensive history
of Hungary after the change of the political system, which still
has decisive importance.

The publishing company Osiris Kiadé launched a new
series of textbooks with the objective to provide history majors at
colleges and universities with modern coursebooks based on
state-of-the-art research and approach. Two parts of the series
published relatively early give a high-level account of the history
of the Middle Ages in Hungary.” The first one analyses the

35 Engel, 1990. 11-12.

36 Szakaly, 1990. 11-12.

37 Kosity, 1990. 9.

3 Krist6, Gyula: Magyarorszdg torténete §95-1301 (The history of Hungary 895-
1301°). Budapest 1998.; Engel, Pal-Krist6, Gyula—Kubinyi, Andras:
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period from the occupation of the territory of the country to the
dying out of the House of Arpad while the second gives an
account of the period extending from 1301 to the battle of
Mohacs. The first volume was written by one author, Gyula
Krist6, founder of the Szeged historiographer school, specialised
in the Middle Ages, while the second one was the work of three
authors: Pal Engel, Gyula Kristé and Andras Kubinyi.”” As I have
mentioned, it was not primarily intended for the general public
but for students of history in higher education. Although it
contains no footnotes, every chapter has a detailed thematic
bibliography and at the end of the volume, there is a
chronological table. The authors created a synthesis incorporating
the research results of Hungarian experts of the Middle Ages and
the results of their own lifework of several decades. The two
volumes provide professional, objective and exact knowledge.
They are extremely rich in data. Besides political history, social,
economic and cultural conditions are also given a detailed
analysis. It is a serious scholarly work which puts Hungarian
history in a European perspective.

Pal Engel wrote a special history of medieval Hungary,
having the title Szent Istvan birodalma (The Realm of St
Stephen).* Its special character is due to the fact that it was written
for foreigners and was published in English earlier than in
Hungarian. The book gives an account of the Middle Ages as a
whole in Hungary. At the end, coloured maps and a detailed index
of names and subjects can be found. In contrast to the English
edition, the Hungarian one contains no separate bibliography but
only footnotes, for which the explanation is given in the list of

Magyarorszag  torténete 1301-1526. (The history of Hungary 1301-1526°)
Budapest, 1998.

3 Pal Engel was a researcher in the Institute of History of the Hungarian
Academy of Sciences while Andras Kubinyi is a professor of history at E6tvés
Lorand University of Arts and Sciences.

40 Engel, Pal: Szent Istvin birodalma. A kozépkori Magyarorszdg torténefe. ("The
realm of St Stephen. A history of medieval Hungary.”) Budapest, MTA TTI,
2001. [Engel, 2001]
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abbreviations at the end of the book. References are made to
sources and publications of sources but not to special literature. In
the foreword, the author tells us exactly why and for what purpose
he wrote his work. It was written at the request of Andrew Ayton
English historiographer for the London publishing company 1. B.
Tauris as since Homan’s history of the Middle Ages, published in
German (Ungarisches Mittelalter, I-1I. 1940-1943.), nothing had
been published about medieval Hungary in Europe. ’For me, the
most important thing was to write a book we should not be
ashamed of. In western countries, the kind of pathos and national
prejudice for the ’glorious past’, by no means unprecedented in
Central Europe and almost certainly expected from such a work by
a considerable segment of the Hungarian public, has long been out
of fashion. However, we should be aware that all this is totally alien
to the taste of the educated western reader now, and especially to
the taste of the English, whom I wanted to convince very much
that our view of history is just as ’civilised’ as their own.

It is an objective, emotionless and well-readable book, one
of the best medieval histories I have ever read, which is primarily
due to its approach and not to the abundance of data in it.

Works investigating the history of a particular century

The publishing company Vince Kiadd’s series entitled
Tudomany — Egyetem ('Science — University’) published several
historical works including such biographies as Andras Kubinyi’s
book about King Matthias,” or Agnes Deik and Andris Molnar’s
biography of Ferenc Deik *. In addition, it published such
histories of Hungary which cover the history of one century.

The series does not only comprise historical works but no
historical book has been published in it recently. There are two
books in it giving an account of the Hungarian history of one
century. One of them was written by Istvan Tringli, researcher of

4 Engel, 2001. El6sz6 (Foreword’), XI.
#2 Kubinyi, Andrés: Mdtyds kirdly (King Matthias’). Budapest 2001.
# Dedk, Agnes—MInar, Andras: Deak Ferenc (Ferenc Deak’). Budapest 2003.
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the Middle Ages while the other one was the work of
historiographer Agnes R. Varkonyi, a renowned researcher of the
beginnings of the Early Modern Age.

Istvan Tringli’s work™ covered the last century of the
Hungarian Middle Ages, or as the author puts it in the title of the
book, the dawn of the Early Modern Age, i.e. the period between
1440 and 1541. The appendix at the end of the book includes
genealogical tables, maps, a bibliography and an index of names.
The book is chronologically structured. "The author intended to
restore the respectfulness of the approach of political history,
nowadays denounced from many sides as outdated and one-sided
... The account of two phenomena are given special emphasis in
the book: the connection of Hungarian and foreign political
events and the underlining of the role of dynastic groups of
countries™ The delineation of the period may seem strange but
the author gives an explanation for it: this period both started and
ended with turbulent times, and displays the features of both the
Middle Ages and the Early Modern Age At the end of the major
chapters, the author collects the widespread commonplaces
related to the relevant period and puts them in their proper places
clarifying them. As Istvan Tringli writes it in the foreword, the
book is basically centred on political history but does not lack the
account of social and economic conditions, either. It is a work
with a clear structure, written in a balanced, well-readable and
easily understandable style and may be useful for both educated
readers interested in history and students of history in higher
education.

Agnes R. Varkonyi wrote about a period of royal Hungary
lasting a bit longer than a century. The reason for delineating the
period in this way was the occupation of Buda in 1541 and its

4 Tringli, Istvan: Az ujkor hajnala. Magyarorszag torténete 1440-1541. ("The
dawn of the Eatly Modern Age. The history of Hungary 1440-1541") Budapest
2003. [Tringli, 2003.]

4 Tringli, 2003. 10-11.
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reoccupation in 1686% The book is the history of the Hungarian
Kingdom (Royal Hungary), the part of the country torn into three
parts that was under the rule of the Hapsburg kings, written in
excellent style. Thus, contrary to the usual way, the author did not
write the history of the whole country or the history of the whole
period of the Turkish occupation but just a segment of it in terms
of place and time. She presents all the circumstances leading to
the formation of the Hungarian Kingdom together with the
political and economic conditions of the region and the political
tigures of the era putting great emphasis on cultural history. The
appendix consists of a chronological overview, a detailed
bibliograhy and an index of names and subjects. Just like the
other volumes in the series, it may be recommended to educated
readers with an interest in history, teachers of history and
university students, too.

In 2000, the publishing company Pannonica Kiadé also
launched a series entitled Magyar Szazadok ('Hungarian
centuries’), giving an account of the whole history of Hungary in
an unusual division, century by century. The ten-volume series
was intended to commemorate the 1,000 years of the Hungarian
state with popular scientific publications. The individual volumes
were written by excellent historiographers who used the results of
their fellow scholars and supplemented them with their own.
With the exception of the 9th and 10th centuries, which were
covered in one book by Gyula Kristé and Ferenc Makk, a
separate volume was devoted to every period from the 9th to the
20th century. The authors were the following (in the order of the
volumes): Gyula Kristd, Ferenc Makk, Tibor Almasi, Ivan
Bertényi, Istvan Draskéczy, Géza Palffy, Gabor Agoston and
Teréz Oborni, Janos Barta jr, Laszlé Csorba, Jené Gergely and
Lajos Izsak. The series is a very popular compulsory or
recommended reading for history majors in college and university
programmes but due to its well-readable style, non-professional

46 R. Varkonyi Agnes: A kirdlyi Magyarorszig 1541-1686. (Royal Hungary 1541-
1686.”) Budapest, Vince K., 1999.
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readers interested in history may also benefit from it. Later, the
publishing company published the different parts in collections,
too, which, on the one hand, is a proof of their popularity and on
the other hand, proves that it is good business to publish books,
especially high level ones, which is something one can really be
pleased about.”

In 1998, a history of 18th century Hungary was published
with the editorship of Andras Gergely and written by several
authors by the publishing company Korona Kiadé." The authors
of the book include: Laszl6 Csorba, Tamas Dobszay, Zoltan
Foénagy, Andras Gergely, Gyorgy Kovér, Gabor Pajkossy, Ferenc
Péléskel and Zoltan Toéth. On the back cover, the publisher
recommends the book with these words: "The university textbook
presenting the history of Hungary in the ’long’ 19th century uses
a material based on modern, new research. Its publication
presents a novelty not only for higher education but also for the
whole public education system, the professional public and those
interested as there are a lot of romantic ideas, references and
debates in connection with this era. This authentic book
providing comprehensive knowledge is indispensable in the
further training of history teachers, too.. The book is indeed a
serious scholarly work, not really written for the general reading
public but rather for experts, teachers of history and university
students. While chronological order remains intact, the book
progresses in thematic units. In 2005, the publishing company
Osiris Kiadé republished the book with some modifications,
again edited by Andras Gergely, as part of a series of textbooks.
The authors remained the same with the exception of Zoltin

47 Kristd, Gyula—Makk, Ferenc—Almasi, Tibor—Bertényi, Ivan—Draskdczy,
Istvan: A magyar kozépkor tirténete. CA history of medieval Hungary’) Budapest
2005.; Palffy, Géza—Agoston, Gabor—Oborni, Teréz—Csorba, Laszlé: A magyar
djkor torténete CA history of Hungary in the Early Modern Age’). Budapest
2007.

8 Gergely, Andras (ed.): 79. szazadi magyar tirténelem 1790-1918. ("The history of
Hungary in the 19th century 1790-1918’) Budapest 1998.
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To6th, who was omitted for a reason unknown to me. In the
carlier edition, chapter XI, entitled ,,A népesség gyarapodasa ¢s
polgarosodasa” ("The growth and achieving middle-class status of
the population’), was written by Zoltan Téth. In the new edition,
this was replaced by three new chapters: ,,A dualista monarchia
kilpolitikaja” ("The foreign policy of the dualist monarchy’),
»Magyarorszag tarsadalma a 19. szazad masodik felében”
(Hungarian society in the second half of the 19th century’)and
,,Magyarorszag kulturalis élete a dualizmus idején” (Cultural life
in Hungary in the dualist era’). The second edition is also a
serious scholarly achievement, which is not primarily for the
general public but it was not its original objective, either. It is a
start-of-the-art university coursebook presenting new research
results.

One of the most called for book about the history of a
particular century is Ignac Romsics’ history of Hungary in the
20th century, already having its third edition in 2005, which is
quite uncommon in the case of a professional work on history.”
No wonder. The author, who is the best-known researcher of
20th century Hungarian history, produced a balanced book free
from political considerations. This university textbook, written in
an understandable style even for the general public, has a clear
structure and makes a definitely enjoyable reading while it deals
with the sensitive issues of the 20th century free from prejudice.
Obviously, 20th century Hungarian history attracts a much wider
reading public than other periods in general. Ignac Romsics
‘intended to strike a balance between the aspects of the history of
economy, society and culture as well as the considerations of
foreign and internal policy.”

Finally, mention must be made here of a work dealing
with an earlier period but published later, in 2010, Géza Paltfy’s

4 Romsics, Ignac: Magyarorszdg torténete a XX. szazadban. ("The history of
Hungary in the 20th century’) Budapest, Osiris, 2005.
50 Publisher’s recommendation on back cover.

101

https://biblioteca-digitala.ro



synthesis about the 16th century’’ The book is about ’the 16th
century operations, place in the conglomerate of Hapsburg states
and system of relations of the part and legal successor of the
Hungarian-Croatian middle power (in other words, St Stephen’s
realm), torn into three parts after the battle of Mohacs (1526) and
the fall of Buda (1541), the Hungarian Kingdom (or St Stephen’s
state). From the second half of the 19th century, this period of
the almost four centuries long Hapsburg-Hungarian coexistence
was often evaluated on the basis of prejudices and myths dictated
by current political and ideological considerations. Thus, even in
relation to the century following 1526, the Hapsburgs often
appeared as the oppressors of Hungarian (national) independence
while the Hungarian Kingdom functioned as the colony or anti-
Turkish buffer state of their monarchy. In this book, I do not
wish to investigate the 16th century relations of the Hungarian
Kingdom and the Hapsburg monarchy in terms of the
oppositions of pro- and anti-Hapsburg forces or colony —
national independence, which was so frequent carlier’™ Géza
Palffy’s work is impressive from the aspect of both quantity and
quality. It relies on a huge source and special literature basis,
which makes his argumentation convincing. It clarifies a large
number of issues, about which both historical science and public
opinion have had other ideas. Perhaps the best example of this is
the reinterpretation of the Bocskai uprising.”

51 Palffy, Géza: A Magyar Kiralysag és a Habsburg Monarchia a 16. szazadban.
(The Hungarian Kingdom and the Hapsburg monarchy in the 16th century’)
Budapest 2010. [Palffy 2000]

52 Palffy, 2010. El6sz6 (Foreword’), 9.

53 Palffy, 2010. 351-406.
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TRANSYLVANIA: BETWEEN LOCAL AND
REGIONAL HISTORY IN THE YEARS OF
CEAUSESCU REGIME

Gabriel MOISA

Abstract: The research concerning the Transylvanian bistoriography
history began, for the period governed by the Ceausescn system, at the end of the 60
with a series of bistoriographer balances of the year 1918 in a favorable medium for
the Romanian historiography created by the debate upon the attitude of the politic
system towards all the coordinates of the important event. This will remain one of the
constants of the researches of Romanian historiography bistory; at each round
anniversary it benefits by a real escalate of historiographer balances from different
point of view of the event.

Keywords: Transylvania, local and regional history, bistorians,
Ceansescu, regim

This travelling in the present phase of the problem’s study
emphasizes a fundamental thing: beginning with the last part of the
60, the historian Pompiliu Teodor from Cluj-Napoca became more
and more an indisputable authority in the Transylvanian
historiography field. The importance of the professor Teodor
research must not be emphasized as long as, according to our results,
his works are, by far, the best both on quantitative aspect and on ideas
and suggestion aspect. Professor Pompiliu Teodor is a leader not only
in the research regarding the Transylvanian historiography history, but
also in the Romanian historiography history as a whole'.

U P. Teodor, Evolutia gindirii istorice, Cluj, 1970; Idem, Gh. I Britianu-istoricul, 1,
Dimensiunile operei, in Anuarnl Institutului de Istorie si Arbeologie , Tasi, 1983; Idem,
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An historian of the Romanian Diaspora, Dionisie
Ghermani® and the American historian, Keith Hitchins’, always
concerned about the Transilvanian history and historiography,
successfully follow the historian from Cluj in this direction. Both
historians are considered, due to their activity, as great researchers
of the Transylvanian history.

The research concerning the Transylvanian historiography
history began, for the period governed by the Ceausescu system,
at the end of the ’60 with a series of historiographer balances of
the year 1918 in a favorable medium for the Romanian
historiography created by the debate upon the attitude of the
politic system towards all the coordinates of the important event.
This will remain one of the constants of the researches of
Romanian historiography history; at each round anniversary it
benefits by a real escalate of historiographer balances from
different point of view of the event.

Another constant of the research is the investigation
through the historiographer history conception of the
“Enlightenment” research. Here we emphasize again the
professor Pompiliu Teodor work. His analysis on the

Gh. 1. Britianu-istoricul, 1, Conceptie 5i metodd istoricd, in Annarul Institutului de Istorie
si A