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Moto:
,Cele mai multe acte de solidaritate s-au manifestat la nivelul
oamenilor simpli, care nu si-au ficut nici un fel de calcule financiare
sau politice, dar care, prin gesturile lor de curaj, au salvat de la
moarte semeni de-ai lor evrei, fard a se fi gdndit la vreo recompensd.
Cel mai adesea aceste acte nu au fost consemnate in documente, dar
ele au ramas vii in mintea si inima evreilor ajunsi in situatie limitd —
si care au supraviefuit tocmai datoritd interventiei in momentele
critice a unor astfel de romdni”.

(Din Raportul final al Comisiei Internationale pentru Studierea
Holocaustului ITn Romania, Editura Polirom, Iasi, 2005, p. 295)

Motto:
“The most acts of solidarity have come from the simple people who
did not have any financial or political calculations, but who, by their
gestures of courage, saved from death their fellows - Jews, without
thinking of any reward. Most often, these acts were not recorded in
documents, but they are still fresh in the minds and hearts of the
Jews reaching a boundary situation — and who have survived only
because of the intervention in critical situations of such Romanians”.

(Of The Final Report of the International Commission for Holocaust
Study in Romania, Polirom Publishing House, lasi, 2005, p. 295)
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O PROBLEMATICA DE UN REAL
INTERES PENTRU CONTEMPORANI

Din seria de necuprins a intamplarilor trecutului ne
indreptam uneori gandul spre cele care au o relevanta
recunoscuta, ori spre cele care, din motive profesionale,
constituie obiective ale unor cercetari istorice prioritare. in
categoria acestora din urmad se Inscrie interesul nostru
pentru o problematica mai putin investigatd, dar care are o
semnificatie de necontestat. Este vorba de activitatea pe care
au desfasurat-o, In anul 1944, multi locuitori ai
Transilvaniei si, In sens mai restrans, ai judetului Bihor,
punandu-si In pericol propria viatd, pentru a-i salva de la o
moarte sigurd pe evreii din Ungaria si Transilvania de
Nord, ajutandu-i sa treacd clandestin granita, din Ungaria
in Romania.

Marturisim cd impulsul pentru cercetari (in arhiva si
pe teren, prin satele din apropierea fostei frontiere) le-am
primit de la lecturile (cu caracter stiintific si publicistic) in
care s-a scris, mai cu seamd dupa 1989, despre existenta
unor ,retele de omenie”, cu menirea de a oferi o sansa
evreilor din teritoriul amintit pentru a scipa cu viati. Intr-
adevar, aceste ,intreprinderi” au presupus riscuri reale,
intre care si pierderea vietii calduzei, dar au fost
caracterizate de o ,emotionanta omenie”, componentd
esentiala a unei solidaritati interumane.

9
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Determinante pentru preocupdrile mele in aceasta
directie au fost urmatoarele reflectii ale carturarului Raoul
Sorban, a carui contributie la salvarea evreilor a fost
apreciata cu titlul de Drept intre Popoare, conferit de
Institutul Comemorativ al Martirilor si Eroilor Yad Vashem
din Ierusalim: ,,Dupa pdrerea mea, ar merita aceastd actiune —
a doua ca amploare si reusitd, dupd actiunea de salvare a evreilor
din Franta, prin trecerea Pirineilor in anii 1942-1944 (si despre
care s-au realizat filme memorabile, prin aceasta fiind
evidentiata valoarea umanitara a unor asemenea demersuri
- n.n.) -, nu atat datoritd implicarii In desfdsurarea ei a
romanilor, cit mai ales datoritd faptului cd evreii ingisi au
dreptul sd-i cunoascd..nu numai pe dusmanii si asasinii
poporului lor, ci si pe prietenii pe care i-au avut”! (subl.ns.-
A.F.). Perspectiva evocatd ni se pare presant necesara,
pentru ca se mai afld In viata unii dintre tinerii evrei care
sunt beneficiarii acestei activitdti salvatoare, putand sa ofere
posteritdtii marturii proprii, care ar Intregi informatia
documentara pastrata in fondurile unor arhive ale statului,
ale institutiilor si particularilor.

Concomitent, se impune abordarea unor realitati
dramatice din anii de sfarsit ai celui de-al doilea razboi
mondial (1944-1945) atat prin metode traditionale, (de
investigare a fondurilor documentare pentru depistarea de
date precise, incontestabile, despre situatia tragica a evreilor
din tdrile aflate sub dominatia nazistd), cat si prin cele
moderne, de factura interdisciplinard, de o certa utilitate

! Constantin Mustatd, Un interviu — document, capturat de Securitate, in
cartea sa intitulata Dialoguri cu Raoul Sorban, Editura Anotimp,
Oradea, 2002, p. 223

10
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fiind ancheta orala la care am recurs si noi pentru
elaborarea acestei lucrari, in care am valorificat o informatie
arhivisticd edificatoare, pe care am completat-o cu cea
provenitd in urma unor intervievdri a patru martori si
participanti la evenimentele evocate.

Imaginea acestora este mai cuprinzdtoare, in cazul
recurgerii la mai multe surse complementare, istoria
reconstituita fiind, astfel, mai aproape de adevdr, mai
atractiva pentru cititorii de astazi.

Aceste randuri introductive vizeaza si modul cum
a fost reflectata problematica de care ne ocupam in
citeva carti care ne preced. In Istoria evreilor din
Transilvania (1623 — 1944), Moshe Carmilly-Weinberger
scoate in relief fapte pe care le-a cunoscut printr-o
experientd directa: ,Munca acestora (de salvare si
ajutorare a evreilor trecuti peste granitd din Ungaria in
Romania — n.n.) primejdioasd nu ar fi putut fi insa dusa la
bun sfarsit fara colaborarea intelectualilor, preotilor si
taranilor romdni. Pe linia granitei Intinse romano-ungare,
de la Arad la Brasov, au apdrut in mai multe locuri ,brese”
(la Arad, Beius, Oradea, Ludus, Sarmas), iar pe dealul
Feleacului, zona Somesul Rece — Cluj — Aiton — Turda a
oferit posibilitatea salvdrii mai multor mii de evrei”?
(subl.ns.-A-F.). Sunt oferite cateva nume? de ,,0oameni de
omenie” din zona Clujului care au contribuit la salvarea
evreilor din aceastd regiune, prin trecerea lor — de cdtre
calduze angajate — din Ungaria in Romania.

2 Moshe Carmilly-Weinberger, Istoria evreilor din Transilvania, (1623-
1944), Editura Enciclopedicd, Bucuresti, 1994, p. 174
3 Vezi Moshe Carmilly-Weinberger, op. cit., p. 174-175.

11
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In Raportul final al Comisiei Internationale pentru
Studierea  Holocaustului in  Romania* 1intalnim
consideratii de evidenta probitate stiintificd, pe care le
reproducem pentru relevanta lor: Jn Romania, 1n
circumstantele amintite numadrul celor ,Drepti intre
Popoare”, care au fost gata sa-si asume riscul de a salva
sau ajuta evrei aflati in primejdie este mic (60, pana in
iunie 2004). Cu sigurantd insa a mai existat, ca si in cazul
altor tari, un numdr greu de determinat de oameni care ar
intra in criteriile stabilite de Comisia de la Yad Vashem,
de acordare a medaliei si a titlului de ,Drept intre
Popoare”. Recunoasterea lor depinde, in bund masura,
de existenta madrturiilor directe, de perseverenta
martorilor supravietuitori de a face demersurile
necesare pentru alcatuirea unui dosar convingator. Nu
in putine cazuri cei salvati au intrat in viltoarea vietii
agitate de dupd rdzboi, au emigrat sau pur si simplu, au
gasit forme private de a-1 rdsplati pe salvator si familia
lui, neglijand recunoasterea simbolicd si oficiald a celui care i-
a salvat”> (subl.ns.-A-F.).

Este profund adevarat ca s-a manifestat un
inexplicabil dezinteres pentru acest capitol al existentei
celor In cauzd, care a fost de un real dramatism, ramanand
in sarcina istoricilor sa se ocupe, intr-o maniera sistematica
si corectd, de reconstituirea acestor imprejurdri si, mutatis
mutandis, de descoperirea si a altor salvatori de la moarte a
evreilor din Ungaria si Transilvania de Nord, care au fost,

4 Acesta a fost publicat sub titlul Raport final de catre Editura Polirom
din Iasi, in anul 2005.
5 Ibidem, p. 201

12
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neindoielnic mult mai numerosi® decat au reusit panda acum
sa-i identifice cercetatorii care au facut referiri la activitatea
lor umanitara.

Din acelasi Raport final am retinut si urmatoarea
interogatie a presedintelui Comisiei, scriitorul Elie Wiesel
(laureat al premiului Nobel pentru literaturd): ,Au existat
romani buni si curajosi care si-au riscat propriile vieti si au
salvat onoarea natiunii lor, opunandu-se opresiunii si
uciderii concetatenilor lor” - si acestia meritd adidnca noastri
recunogtintd — dar de ce au fost atit de putini?”’® . Un rdspuns ar
consta in faptul cd nu s-au efectuat investigatii sistematice si
eficiente in aceasta directie.

In timpul cercetdrilor noastre, am identificat cateva
fonduri consistente, care contin documente referitoare la
salvarea evreilor si ajutorul care li s-a dat pe teritoriul

6, Formele de solidaritate ale romdnilor cu evreii sunt insuficient cercetate
si evidentiate. Fard indoiald cd actiunile de salvare a evreilor in timpul
Holocaustului sunt mult mai numeroase decit cele evidentiate pdnd acum.
Este o temd care se cuvine aprofundatd, pentru a prezenta o imagine
echilibratd si cit mai apropiatd de realitatea anilor 1940-1944” (subl. ns.-
A.F.) (Raport final, p. 294-295).

7 Este deosebit de importantd, sub acest raport, madrturisirea
consulului general dr. Mihai Marina, In sensul ca la consulatul
Romaéniei din Oradea au fost primite dispozitii de la Ministerul de
Externe din Bucuresti pentru ca membrii acestei institutii
diplomatice sa intervina , pentru scoaterea din ghetouri (inclusiv din
cel orddean-n.n.) a evreilor cetateni romdni (subl. ns.- A.F.), pe care
urma sad-i trimitem in tara” (Mihai Marina, Nu puteam ramdine
impasibili, iIn Magazin istoric, 1976, nr. 6, p. 39).

8 Raport final, p. 15 (Din mesajul presedintelui Comisiei Internationale
pentru Studierea Holocaustului in Romdnia, Elie Wiesel, 11 noiembrie
2004)

13

https://biblioteca-digitala.ro



Antonio Faur

Romaniei, dar si in legatura cu atitudinea unor institutii ale
statului roman fatd de acestia. Se profileaza cateva posibilitati
fructuoase, pe care vom incerca sd le valorificam in anii
urmatori. Deocamdata, am elaborat si editat recent o carte care
cuprinde un numadr de aproape 200 de documente de aceasta
factura, descoperite in fondul Legiunii de Jandarmi Bihor,
pastrate in Arhivele Nationale -Directia Judeteana Bihor®.

Referindu-se la actiunile de salvare a evreilor din
Transilvania de Nord, istoricul clujean Ladislau Gyémant a
consemnat, intr-o valoroasa carte a sa despre evreii din
Transilvania, cateva nume de personalitati care au realizat
asemenea fapte ldudabile, conchizand cd, in pofida tuturor
acestor ,,adevarate acte de eroism, numarul celor salvati a fost
doar o picatura in oceanul imenselor si irecuperabilelor
pierderi pricinuite evreimii din Transilvania de Nord.
Supravietuitorii, al caror procentaj nu a depasit 10-15 % ,
purtdtori ai unei traume de nevindecat, nu au reusit niciodats,
cu toate eforturile postbelice, sd refacd amploarea si stralucirea
unei vieti evreiesti ardelene pierdute pentru totdeauna” 1°.

In cartea de sa despre Holocaustul din Roménia,
Transnistria si Transilvania de Nord, Tesu Solomovici scrie
cateva randuri despre acei ,romani de omenie” care si-au
riscat viata ,pentru a salva vieti evreiesti”!!. El a conceput
si o listd cu asemenea oameni, pe care figureaza 41 de

° Antonio Faur, Romdnia — ,poartd deschisd” pentru salvarea evreilor
(aprilie-august 1944) din Ungaria si Transilvania de Nord. Contributii
documentare, Editura Universitatii din Oradea, Oradea, 2010, 405 p.

10 Ladislau Gyémant, Evreii din Transilvania. Destin istoric, Editura
Institutului Cultural Roman, Cluj-Napoca, 2004, p. 127

11 Tesu Solomovici, Istoria Holocaustului din Romdnia, Transnistria si
Transilvania de Nord, Editura Tesu, Bucuresti, p. 272
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persoane, care au fost recunoscute de statul Israel ca
»,Drepti ai Popoarelor”, in amintirea lor fiind sadit cate
un pom pe aleea Dreptilor din padurea lerusalimului.
Autorul mentionat afirma ca, in afara acestora, s-ar putea
realiza ,,0 lunga listd cu nume de romani care n-au ramas
indiferenti fata de suferintele evreilor”’2. Suntem de
acord cu asertiunea respectiva, la care adaugam si faptul
ca, pentru a putea concretiza aceasta idee, sunt necesare
investigatii documentare minutioase si sistematice, de
catre profesionisti autentici, care cunosc atributiile unor
institutii din acele timpuri (jandarmeria, politia de
frontiera, tribunalele militare, prefecturile, etc).

Existd opinia, destul de raspandita, ca problematica
in discutie nu este destul de elucidata, decat intr-o mica
mdsura (cercetarea ei aflandu-se intr-o faza incipienta),
astfel ca ar fi extrem de utile unele demersuri care sa aiba ca
rezultat descoperirea altor aspecte ale ei si, cu prioritate, sa
identifice numele salvatorilor, dar si al evreilor care au
ramas In viatd datoritd lor, pentru ca sa nu mai existe
incertitudini sau polemici pe asemenea aspecte ale
tragismului celui de-al doilea razboi mondial, care a produs
atatea victime In randul popoarelor lumii, dar mai ales al
evreilor din Europa.

Avand in vedere acest deziderat, am fost preocupat —
in ultima vreme — de stabilirea unor ,filiere” sau ,retele”

12 Jbidem, p. 275-277. Tesu Solomovici mai completeaza (pe o intreaga
pagind de carte), cu nume noi, lista amintitd. Este si acesta un Inceput,
fiindca au ramas in anonimatul arhivelor sau in memoria celor implicati
mai multe nume de persoane care au salvat de la moarte evrei, decat ne
sunt cunoscute din lucrarile care au aparut pana acum.

15
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din Bihor, prin care au fost trecuti clandestin granita, din
Ungaria in Romania, evreii de pe teritoriul Ungariei si
Transilvaniei de Nord. Am avut satisfactia, dupa un
travaliu sustinut, sa descopdr cateva din aceste ,porti” spre
libertate'3, despre care nu s-a scris nimic pand acum.

Am acumulat, intre timp, si alte informatii despre
una din zonele In care aceasta activitate a fost deosebit de
eficienta, datorita modului cum organizatorul ,filierei” -
primarul comunei Varciorog, Teodor Popoviciu — a reusit sa
salveze, cu ajutorul sotiei si al unor colaboratori, de la o
moarte sigura sute de evrei, pe care i-a trecut granita, din
Ungaria in Romania, apoi i-a transportat la Arad, de unde
au obtinut documente si au putut circula pe teritoriul tarii.

Pentru a realiza o cat mai riguroasa examinare a
modului de functionare a acestei ,filiere”, am procedat la
anchetarea unor martori si participanti, care au ,luminat” -
prin amintirile lor — unele Intamplari legate de aceste
evenimente, devenind posibild o reconstituire mai exacta a
adevarului ca ,filiera” Popoviciu a fost una dintre cele mai
bine organizate si, In consecinta, prin intermediul ei au fost
salvati de la moarte sigura sute de evrei.

Aceasta ,filierd” n-a fost cunoscutd pana nu demult'4
iar investigatiile noastre recente, care au ca suport si un
numdr de patru interviuri, au contribuit la extinderea
considerabild a unghiului de vedere si la clarificarea unor

13 Vezi cartea noastrd citatd la nota 9 si trimiterile de la subsolul
acesteia.

14 Antonio Faur, The contribution of the Mayor Teodor Popoviciu (from
Virciorog, Bihor county) to the salvation of hundreds of Jews form , certain
death” (1944), in Studia Europaea, Cluj-Napoca, 2008, nr. 3, p. 101-108
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lucruri, facilitand elaborarea acestei lucrari, care scoate din
anonimatul istoric un numdr de oameni (din partile
Bihorului) care si-au riscat viata, in perioada Holocaustului,
salvand de la , moarte sigura” sute de evrei.

Suportul documentar al lucrdrii este, dupa opinia
noastra, edificator. El consta in informatii din arhive (ale
statului si particulare) si cele , produse” de ancheta orala,
detasandu-se in final constatarea ca primarul Popoviciu
(din Varciorog, judetul Bihor), care a murit in anul 1945,
poate fi considerat, post-mortem, unul dintre Dreptii intre
Popoare.

Au trecut peste 66 de ani de cand acesta isi facea
,datoria de om”, riscandu-si viata si libertatea, pentru ca,
macar acum, dupd atata vreme, sd i se cunoasca faptele si sa
beneficieze de aceeasi recunostinta ca si alti ,salvatori” de
la moarte a evreilor, dar ale caror nume nu au fost inscrise
in listele cu ,,0oamenii de omenie” 5.

15 Expresia 1i apartine lui Tesu Solomovici. Vezi cartea sa, pe care am
citat-o (pagina 275).
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APARTENENTA LUI TEODOR
POPOVICIU LA O IMPORTANTA
FAMILIE DE TARANI DIN COMUNA
VARCIOROG (JUDETUL BIHOR)

Comuna Varciorog este situata intr-o zond colinard
tipicd pentru spatiul mioritic transilvan, in care alternanta
deal-vale este 0 nota caracteristica, locurile sunt deosebit de
frumoase, mai ales in luminile toamnei, cu coloritul
stralucitor, evident in gradinile cu pomi, in campurile de pe
care recoltele au fost culese si padurile multicolore. Aici ai
acea senzatie - cd ,eternitatea s-a nascut la sat” — pe care
marele poet Lucian Blaga a surprins-o intr-o sintagma
penetranta si definitorie. Intr-o asemenea secventa a naturii,
cu reverberatii multiple in timpurile istorice, s-au ndscut
oameni de ispravd, crescuti in spirit national si crestin
autentic, care au servit atat interesul public, cat si pe cel al
unor contemporani ajunsi in situatii limitd, cum au fost, in
anul 1944, evreii Ungaria si Transilvania de Nord.

Cel dintai Popoviciu, care a marcat istoria asezarii,
la inceputul secolului al XX-lea, a fost Teodor Popoviciu,
care a jucat un rol decisiv in desfasurarea luptei pentru
unitate nationald in zona comunei Varciorog. Despre
activitatea acestuia In anul memorabil 1918, dar si cu
privire la personalitate a sa, au fost publicate cateva

18
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referinte de exceptie, Intr-o carte de marturii
memorialistice! apdruta in 1993.

1. Teodor T. Popoviciu, primarul comunei Virciorog
(in anii 1918-1919)

! Flaminia Faur, Mdrturii documentare despre evenimentele din Bihor
(noiembrie 1918 — aprilie 1919). 75 de ani de la Marea Unire, Fundatia
Culturala ,Cele trei Crisuri”, Oradea, 1993, p. 129-130
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Din raspunsul pe care l-a dat, la 21 februarie 1934,
notarul C. Doniga, la un apel lansat de Teodor Nes
(directorul Liceului ,Emanuil Gojdu” din Oradea), aflam
unele date esentiale despre ,trecerea prin timp” a lui
Teodor T. Popoviciu. Acesta s-a ndscut la 13 ianuarie 1868,
in localitatea Serghis (din plasa Tileagd). A urmat numai 5
»clase primare”, in scoala confesionala ortodoxa din satul
natal. S-a casatorit cu o fatd din satul Varciorog, de care si-a
legat definitiv  existenta. Datorita spiritului sdu
intreprinzator, a ajuns primarul acestei comune, pe care a
condus-o ,,ca pastorul turma sa”2.

Prin modul cum a stiut sa presteze servicii in
folosul comunitatii, intr-o vreme cu mari dificultati
pentru romanii de dincoace de Carpati — aflati sub
stapanirea Imperiului austro-ungar -, primarul Teodor T.
Popoviciu a castigat un real prestigiu si o incontestabila
autoritate, locuitorii din asezare dandu-i ,ascultare” ca
unui ,adevarat sef”. Mai mult, a influentat si atitudinea
locuitorilor romani din asezdrile apropiate (Serghis, Fasca
si Tileagd), care l-au considerat ca fiind un militant
pentru drepturile lor, astfel cd au participat la toate
manifestdrile nationale organizate de acesta. In asa-zisa
,era maghiara”, el s-a ,purtat” ca un ,adevarat roman”?,
ceea ce nu era putin lucru in acele timpuri cand s-a faurit
destinul politic al natiunii romane.

Ca un punct culminant al activitdtii sale in planul
vietii politice nationale, de simplu taran din Crisana, este de

2 Arhivele Nationale — Directia Judeteana Bihor, fond Colectia de
documente, dos. 190, £. 180
3 Flaminia Faur, op. cit., p. 130
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consemnat momentul cand a fost ales delegat al comunei
Varciorog — si concomitent al plasei Alesd* - la Marea
Adunare Nationala de la Alba Iulia, din 1 decembrie 1918,
unde a votat, cu toatd convingerea si fermitatea, alaturi de
ceilalti delegati din provinciile istorice romanesti din fosta
monarhie dualista (Transilvania, Banat, Crisana si
Maramures) unirea acestor teritorii cu Romania.

A participat, deci, ca reprezentant al locuitorilor
romani dintr-o zona reprezentativa sub raport etnic, la
marele eveniment al unirii cu romanii de peste Carpati,
traind — cu o intensitate fireasca - momentul fundamental
pentru ctitorirea Romaniei Mari. S-a reintors acasa, unde a
facut propaganda acestui act istoric si a preluat conducerea
garzii nationale din Varciorog, al carui comandant® a fost in
intervalul dintre noiembrie 1918 — aprilie 1919. Din aceasta
gardd au facut parte, alaturi de alti locuitori, si fiii sai
Simion T. Popoviciu si Florian Popoviciu®.

Dupa preluarea puterii — si in partile Crisanei — de
catre reprezentantii puterii bolsevice a lui Bela Kun,

41918 la romani. Documentele Unirii. Unirea Transilvaniei cu Romdnia. 1
decembrie 1918, Editura Stiintificd si Enciclopedicd, Bucuresti, 1989, p.
55. In procesul verbal (din 12/15 noiembrie 1918) al adunarii
nationale (de alegeri) din ,cercul administrativ’ Alesd se
mentioneaza faptul cd ,, unanimitatea voturilor au intrunit pentru a fi
alesi delegati la Marea Adunare Nationala de la Alba Iulia din
aceasta plasa, urmatorii: dr. Aurel Lazar (cel mai indragit lider
national din partile Crisanei), losif Tardu (din Sdcadat), proprietarul
Teodor Popoviciu (din Varciorog), Dimitrie Bradea (din Ponoard) si
Teodor Manea (din Bratca) (Ibidem, p. 55).

5 Flaminia Faur, op. cit., p. 129

¢ Ibidem
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instaurate in Ungaria in partea a doua a lunii martie 1919,
acestia au desfasurat o actiune de reprimare a militantilor
pentru unirea cu Romania, concretizatd in fapte sangeroase,
cum a fost uciderea, intr-un mod bestial, a luptatorilor
nationali dr. Ioan Ciordas si dr. Nicolae Bolcas din Beius,
ori Nicolae Bogdan (din Sustiu) sau a altor aparatori ai
Romaniei Mari. Si in plasa Alesd au avut loc asemenea
evenimente tragice, mai ales in localitatile de pe Valea
Crisului Repede.

In acest context tulbure si incontrolabil, cei doi fii ai
primarului Teodor Popoviciu, Florian si Simion, au fost
prinsi si dusi de ,,bolsevici” la Tileagd, dupa ce au dezarmat
garda nationala romana din Varciorog. Aici au fost ,inchisi
si condamnati la moarte”’, dupa o sumard cercetare si in
temeiul unor informatii despre activitatea lor ca membri ai
garzilor nationale din Varciorog, Serghis si Tetchea. Ceilalti
,gardisti” au ,scapat” prin munti si paduri.

Momentele de tensiune si spaima prin care a trecut
familia primarului T. Popoviciu sunt descrise de catre
notarul C. Doniga : ,,Au fost scapati (Simion T. Popoviciu si
Florian T. Popoviciu-n.n.) in urmatoarele imprejurdri: , sotia
d-lui primar Popoviciu T. Teodor...s-a dus la directorul
firmei de cherestea din Lazuri, care era comandantul
bolsevicilor din aceastd raza (dl. Popoviciu se afla bine cu
directorul firmei) si s-a plans de cele intamplate. Directorul,
care avea la Tileagd pe fratele sau, tot director al fabricei de
cherestea din Tileagd, comandantul bolsevicilor din Tileagd
(ambii evrei), i s-a spus sa nu mai planga, cd deseara 1i vor fi

7 Ibidem
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copiii acasd si au scapat de executare. Au fost condamnati la
moarte. Numai nu-i executase”?.

In 19 aprilie 1919, trupele roméane de la Ciucea au
pornit actiunea militara de eliberare a Crisanei. ,Cand a
venit armata romana (in Varciorog-n.n.) — noteaza amintitul
notar - garda nationald a iesit la iveala, i-a prins pe
bolsevici, i-a dezarmat si armele au fost duse de dl.
Popoviciu T. Teodor la sectie, la Tileagd, apoi inaintate
Comandamentului armatei romane din Oradea. Mare
serbare a fost atunci. S-au scos [steagurile] nationale din
ascunziguri...DI. comandant al armatei romdne a fost in casa d-
lui Popoviciu T. Teodor si a luat procese verbale despre
evenimentele petrecute”®.

Evocand aceste clipe dramatice, dar si de indltare
sufleteasca (datoritd implinirii idealului national si al
libertdtii), considerdm ca este pregnanta imprejurarea ca ele
condenseaza o profunda implicare a familiei primarului
Teodor T. Popoviciu in acestea, care, dupa ce a luat parte la
indltatoarele momente ale Infdptuirii deplinei unitati
nationale, a cdazut pradda unei Incercari sufletesti
extraordinare, datorate condamnarii la moarte, de catre
bolsevicii din Tileagd, a celor doi fii, care urmau sd fie
executati.

8 Ibidem
9 Ibidem
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2. Florian Popoviciu (medic) fost condamnat la moarte de girzile bolsevice
n aprilie 1919

Salvarea a venit de la directorii evrei ai fabricilor de
cherestea din Lazuri si Tileagd, care, la randul lor, erau frati
(si se aflau In cele mai bune relatii cu primarul din
Varciorog). Decizia temerara a celor doi comandanti ai
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bolsevicilor din localitatile mentionate a marcat ultima
parte a vietii lui Teodor T. Popoviciu, creand o puternica
legatura psihologica speciald a familiei acestuia cu evreii
din partile Crisanei. Recunostinta familiei Popoviciu din
Varciorog fatd de acestia s-a putut manifesta plenar in
imprejurdrile anului 1944, cand un alt primar din Varciorog,
cu acelasi nume (Teodor Popoviciu), a contribuit la salvarea
de la moarte sigura a sute de evrei din Ungaria si
Transilvania de Nord. Se poate, deci, constata o legatura
peste timp, de aproape un sfert de secol, intre ,faptele de
omenie” ale unor generatii diferite, dar care, In situatii
exceptionale, au dat dovada de curaj si spirit umanitar.

Dupa ce ,a vazut opera nationald indeplinitd”, la
care a contribuit intr-o masura semnificativa, Teodor T.
Popoviciu ,s-a retras” din primarie (fiind si prea batran),
ocupandu-se de propria gospodarie. In anul 1934 el triia
,demn si linistit”. ,Primea In casa sa, cu bratele deschise, pe
oricine venea in comund. Le oferea acestora o ospitalitate
completd firad si primeasci ceva. li plicea si stea de vorba
cu oameni Invatati”. Desi nu mai fdcea politica activa, el
nutrea ,sentimente liberale”. Fruntasii comunei 1i mai
cereau, uneori, sfaturi.

Imaginea sa de intelept al satului, care adunase
multa experientd utila, in vremuri dificile, era inca vie dupa
15 ani de la introducerea administratiei romanesti in
provincia istorica a Crisanei. A fost, datorita spirtului sau
intreprinzator, cel mai bogat om din comuna Varciorog 1°.

In ceea ce priveste familia sa, aceasta a fost destul de
numeroasa. Primarul Teodor T. Popoviciu a avut mai multi

10 Jbidem
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,feciori si fete”, dintre care mai traiau in 1934 urmatorii: dr.
Simion T. Popoviciu (avocat in Alesd), dr. Florian
Popoviciu (medic de circumscriptie in orasul Cluj), Petru T.
Popoviciu (carciumar si proprietar ,de frunte” 1in
Varciorog) si Ileana Popoviciu'! (cdsatorita cu un madcelar
din Oradea). Dintre copiii sdi, care au murit de tineri, il
retinem pe cel ce a fost tatal Ilenei Popoviciu, care a fost
crescutd de bunicul ei, Teodor T. Popoviciu, deoarece ambii
parinti (mama si tatal ei) si-au incheiat prematur zilele'2.

Pentru nepoata sa Ileana, atat de indrdgitd, bunicul
ei a ,cdutat” un sot care trebuia sa indeplineascd doua
conditii: 1.s4 se numeasca Popoviciu (pentru a-i continua
numele si faptele); 2. sd fie un om cu calitdti morale si
gospodadresti recunoscute (fiindca avea sa administreze o
avere importantd, de peste 9 ha). El a fost gdsit in persoana
lui Teodor Popoviciu'3, care a confirmat intrutotul
exigentele ,bdtranului” Popoviciu, ajungand si el primar al
comunei. Acesta este ,omul” de care ne vom ocupa In
continuare, reactualizand una din ,,exprimadrile” sale in alt
timp istoric, dar la fel de coplesitor. Este vorba de conditia
acestuia de salvator de la ,moarte sigura” a sute de evrei
din Ungaria si Transilvania de Nord.

11 Ibidem

12 Informatia provine de la fiica acesteia, care se numeste tot Ileana (si
este stranepoata lui Teodor T. Popoviciu), cdsdtoritd cu inginerul
Suciu si domiciliata in Oradea. Aceasta ne-a dat un pretios interviu,
pe care il publicim In prezenta carte.

13 [bidem
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PRIMARUL TEODOR POPOVICIU -
ORGANIZATORUL UNEI , FILIERE”
BIHORENE DE SALVARE DE LA
MOARTE A EVREILOR (1944)

Inainte de a prezenta activitate de ,salvator” a lui
Teodor Popoviciu sunt de explicat cateva aspecte, care
se aflau intr-o stransa relatie cu aceasta. Mai intai se
cuvine a fi remarcat faptul cd acesta era, in anul 1944,
unul dintre cei mai instdriti tarani din Varciorog. Se
addugase la mostenirea sa (din partea propriei familii)
cele aproape 10 ha de pamant aduse de tanara sa sotie,
lleana Popoviciu. In felul acesta si-a constituit o
adevarata avere (pentru asezarea amintitd), care 1i putea
asigura o existentd comoda si fara griji materiale. El nu
s-a multumit Insa cu aceasta situatie, ci s-a straduit sa-si
sporeasca averea, nefiind obligat sa recurga la alte
activitati pentru a obtine bani.

In altd ordine de idei, segmentarea Bihorului in
doud judete (unul in Romania, altul in Ungaria) -
determinata de aplicarea dictatului de la Viena (din 30
august 1940) — a avut drept consecintd intreruperea
comunicarii libere intre toti locuitorii acestuia (romani,
maghiari, evrei si altii), datoritd unei granite artificiale,
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care trecea doar la cativa kilometri nord de comuna
Varciorog, astfel cd, pentru a-si mentine legdturile cu
persoane din Oradea, era nevoit sa treaca clandestin
noua granita dintre Romania si Ungaria. Cum el era deja
un om cunoscut, a recurs la intermediari, care, la randul
lor, cunosteau bine realitatile geografice si politice din
zona Oradiei, acesta fiind unul dintre centrele nord-
transilvane prin care (si spre care) s-au indreptat unii
evrei din Ungaria si Transilvania de Nord, pentru a
putea trece, cu succes, frontiera in Romania, ca sa evite o
moarte iminenta.

Cercetarile pe care le-am efectuat dezvaluie si o
altd fatetd a acestei personalitati care a ilustrat o
atitudine umanitarista in vremuri de restriste atat
pentru evrei, cat si pentru romani. El a trebuit sa-si
,imparta” timpul intre cele doua sau trei componente
ale ,retelei” de salvare pe care a organizat-o, pentru a o
face functionald in perioada de maxima urgenta a
folosirii acesteia (aprilie-august 1944). La toate acestea
ne vom referi In continuare, pentru a descifra un
mecanism pe care-l considerdm a fi tipic pentru acele
imprejurdri riscante si dramatice, cand solidaritatea
dintre oameni era imperios necesara.
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3. Primarul din Virciorog (in anul 1944), Teodor Popoviciu, organizatorul
filierei de salvare a evreilor
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Mentiuni documentare despre activitatea primarului
Teodor Popoviciu (in anul 1944)

Precizdm, chiar de la Inceput, cd acestea sunt
sumare!, dar au o relevanti incontestabild. Intr-o dare de
seamd semnata de agentul 246 (identificat de noi In persoana
plutonierului Vasile Muresan, care era, intr-adevar, agent
secret al Legiunii de Jandarmi?), la 28 mai 1944, acesta face
cunoscut faptul ca a fost trimis, pentru cercetari, la 21 mai
1944, pe baza unui ,ordin de cautare”, a primarului din
Varciorog, despre care Inspectoratul de Jandarmi Timisoara
— ca autoritate tutelara — a solicitat o verificare temeinica,
deoarece circulau unele informatii cu privire la activitdtile
cu caracter ilegal® pe care Teodor Popoviciu le-ar fi
intreprins, de mai multi ani Incoace.

1 Dacéd cercetarile vor fi continuate, este posibild descoperirea altor
informatii (mai importante) despre modul cum si-a indeplinit acesta
atributiile de primar, desigur iIn beneficiul comunitatii. Din
perspectiva acestei lucrdri (care nu manifesta intentia de a deveni
studiu monografic), se poate apela numai la acele consemndri
documentare care se refera la anul 1944, care sunt, intr-adevar,
destul de putine.

2 Vezi Antonio Faur, Romdnia — poartd deschisd...”, p. 108-109.

3 Era vorba de ,contrabanda cu aur”, pe care a efectuat-o,
impreuna cu Deliman Vasile (in urma investigatiilor de teren, am
stabilit ca acesta, se numea, in realitate, Florea Lasca, din satul
Subpiatrd). In anul 1943, spre pild3, in urma relatiilor pe care
Teodor Popoviciu le avea cu , evreii din Arad si Timisoara, unde se
deplasa des” (subl.ns.-A.F.), acesta a procurat obiecte din aur si le-a
trecut cu ajutorul lui Deliman Vasile, in Ungaria. Ca o confirmare
a acestei informatii a fost imprejurarea cd Deliman Vasile a fost
prins de autoritatile ungare si condamnat la un an de inchisoare,
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Deplasandu-se in comuna Varciorog, agentul amintit
a luat contactul cu primarul Teodor Popoviciu, cu membrii
familiei acestuia (a stat de vorba, de exemplu, si cu una din
tiicele acestuia, Ileana Popoviciu, care avea numai 12 ani,
incercand sa ,scoatd” de la ea, prin metode specifice
profesiei sale, unele informatii cu privire la implicarea lui
Teodor Popoviciu, in actiunile de salvare a evreilor).

pe care a executat-o la Oradea (Arhivele Nationale - Directia
Judeteana Bihor, fond Legiunea de Jandarmi Bihor, Inv. 32, dos.
45/1944, f. 1059-1059). La randul sdu, agentul 246 constata ca
aceste lucruri sunt adevdrate, deci au existat, in toatd perioada
1940-1944, legaturi de ,afaceri” intre comerciantii din Oradea si
cei doi mentionati (Teodor Popoviciu si Vasile Deliman, adica
Florea Lasca), care au facut contrabanda cu obiecte de aur,
realitate despre care au aflat si autoritatile jandarmeresti. Acestea
ori n-au cunoscut intregul adevar (adica faptul cd, sub acoperirea
ca se realiza o contrabanda cu aur, se desfdasura o activitate de
trecere clandestina, cu ajutorul unei filiere bine puse la punct, a
unor evrei din Ungaria si Transilvania de Nord in Romania), ori
au preferat sa se ocupe de aspecte ce apartineau dreptului penal si
care cadeau sub incidenta legii. Asa cum rezultd din alte surse (la
care apeleaza prezenta lucrare), jandarmii bihoreni cunosteau si
alte fapte ale primarului din Varciorog si ale colaboratorului sau
Florea Lasca din Subpiatrd, care constau insd in efectuarea unor
actiuni de salvare a evreilor aflati pe teritoriul orasului Oradea si
a partii de nord a judetului Bihor.

4+ Aceste informatii ne-au fost furnizate de catre Ileana Popoviciu
(casatorita Suciu), domiciliata in Oradea, care ne-a povestit, cu
umor, episodul in care agentul Vasile Muresan a incercat s-o
pdcéleasca, pentru a o face sd mdrturiseascd faptul cd I-a Insotit pe
tatal sdu la frontiera dintre Romania si Ungaria, care trecea prin
satul Subpiatra. Daca ar fi recunoscut acest lucru, ar fi urmat
intrebari referitoare la ceea ce ,a facut acolo”, la granita, primarul
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Agentul mentioneaza ca a ,constatat in randul locuitorilor
din comuna Varciorog ,unele nemultumiri contra
primarului”, fiindca aceasta nu s-ar ,tine de serviciu” si nu
,s€ intereseazd de administratia comunei”, deci nu-si
indeplineste — In mod corespunzator — atributiile de primar,
ci este ,vesnic plecat pe drumuri dupd afacerile lui personale la
Arad si Timisoara”, avand ,legdturi cu diferiti indivizi
suspecti”’s (subl.ns.-A.F.).

Este evident ca afirmatiile agentului de paza aveau
ca sursd discutiile acestuia cu locuitorii din Varciorog, in
randul cdrora s-au aflat si unii care nu-l prea simpatizau pe
primar®, ori chiar il invidiau pentru situatia sa materiala
prospera (comparativ cu ,lumea” sdraca a comunei, care se
confrunta cu mari dificultati economice). Agentul mentiona,

Teodor Popoviciu. Era dificil sa se ofere ,explicatii” care sd nu-l
aducd pe acesta Intr-o situatie fara iesire si sa recunoasca adevarul
ca se ocupa cu ,trecerea clandestina” a evreilor din Ungaria in
Romania.

5 Arhivele Nationale — Directia Judeteana Bihor, fond Legiunea de
Jandarmi Bihor, dos. 45/1944, f. 1058-1059

¢ Erau, desigur, ,intrigati” de faptul ca primarului ,ii mergea
bine”, cd era plecat adesea la Arad si Timisoara, ceea ce trezea
suspiciuni, cum cd ar fi fost ,bdgat In afaceri dubioase”, precum
contrabanda cu metale pretioase. Intr-un fel, aceastd
,interpretare” a situatiei a avut si un sens pozitiv, deoarece era
escamotatd principala preocupare a primarului, aceea de
organizator al ,filierei” de trecere clandestind a granitei de catre
evreii pe care, apoi, 1i gazduia si trimitea, cu calauza sigura
(propria sotie, Ileana) la Arad. Altfel spus, jandarmii se aflau pe o
,pistd” secundard, acuza de contrabandist fiind extrem de dificil
de dovedit, fiindca n-a fost surprins niciodata intr-o asemenea
situatie.
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in raportul sau, si faptul cd, in 25 mai 1944, primarul din
Varciorog a ,fost vizitat de un individ strdin”” (probabil un
avocat din Timisoara), fard sa se poata stabili ,ce a cautat”
acesta in comund. Putem, ca ipotezd, sa admitem ca acest
necunoscut era unul dintre oamenii cu care colabora Teodor
Popoviciu pentru a-i plasa pe evreii refugiati din Ungaria si
Transilvania de Nord in orasele Arad si Timisoara. Ambele
centre urbane din vestul tdrii au constituit tinte prioritare
pentru evrei si, ca atare, interesul primarului era statornic
pentru a mentine active relatiile sale cu Comunitatile
evreilor din Arad si Timisoara, precum si cu unii
reprezentanti ai autoritatilor.

Retine, cu deosebire, atentia precizarea din acelasi
document referitoare la gandurile de care era animat
(comunicd numai cu oameni cu care colabora pe ,linie
administrativa” si despre care credea ca sunt discreti, ceea
ce uneori nu se intampla): , A afirmat fatd de subnotarul
Hodisan® ca tot evreii ne scot din impasul in [prin] care trece
tara, deci cu ei trebuie si trdim”® (subl.ns.-A.F.). Asadar,
primarul Teodor Popoviciu a ,manifestat activ unele
convingeri pozitive fata de etnicii evrei, intr-un moment, in
care acestia erau tratati discriminatoriu, iar in nord

7 Antonio Faur, The contributions of mayor Teodor Popoviciu (from
Virciorog), Bihor county to the salvation of hundreds of Jews from
,certain death” (1944), in Studia Europaea, 2008, nr. 3, p. 101. Idem,
Contributia primarului Teodor Popoviciu (din Virciorog, judeful
Bihor), la salvarea de la ,moarte sigurd” a sute de evrei (1944), in
Antonio Faur, Romdnia — ,poarti deschisd” ..., p. 35

8 Jatd una din ,sursele” de informare ale agentului 246.

° Arhivele Nationale — Directia Judeteana Bihor, fond Legiunea de
Jandarmi Bihor, dos. 45/1944, f. 1058-1059
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autoritatile horthyste organizau ghetourile, intre care cel
mai mare a fost la Oradea, deci destul de aproape de satul
Varciorog”. A exprima, In mai 1944, convingerea cd evreii
vor fi un element sigur de sprijin pentru statul roman era o
dovada despre spiritul vizionar al primarului din Varciorog
care a actionat si in functie de aceste consideratii ale sale,
desprinse de orice realitate de ordin material.

Modul de organizare si functionare a ,filierei” Popoviciu

Asa cum am apreciat in randurile precedente, Teodor
Popoviciu, avand o pozitie avantajoasa (ca primar al comunei
Varciorog), a intretinut pe tot parcursul celor patru ani (1940-
1944) relatii active cu evreii din Bihorul de Nord, aflat sub
administratie ungard. El a reusit, totodata, sd formeze o
,echipd” de colaboratori (din care cunoastem cativa,
ramanand ca in viitor sd fie identificati si altii, printr-un efort
de cercetare precis directionat), cu care a constituit, In 1944, o
veritabila , filiera” de salvare a evreilor, care a fost si deosebit
de eficienta'!.

10 Antonio Faur, Romdnia — , poartd deschisd” ..., p. 35-36

11 Aceasta afirmatie va fi sustinuta de argumentatia documentara pe
care o vom prezenta in continuare. Retinem, deocamdatd, opiniile in
aceasta chestiune formulate de un publicist care s-a ocupat de o
asemenea problematica: ,Din cercetdrile noastre rezultd ca
majoritatea tentativelor de refugiu peste hotarul romano-maghiar nu
au avut loc conform unor planuri bine cumpaénite si puse la punct de
salvatori specializati, ca a fost vorba de iIncercari individuale,
intampldtoare, de cele mai multe ori fdcute la noroc. Au fost insd si
persoane care au salvat evrei in mod organizat” (subl.ns.-A.F.) (Zoltan
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Elementele definitorii ale unei ,filiere” de salvare au
fost urmatoarele:

1. existenta unui traseu al acesteia (configurat in raport
cu realitatea geografica concreta si cu dificultatile
intampinate la trecerea granitei);

2. activitatea unui organizator al ei, care sa poata perfecta
relatii cu cei implicati, incat ,filiera” sa functioneze
fara esecuri;

3. utilizarea unor cilduze ,specializate”, care cunosteau
perfect locurile prin care erau trecuti, in mod
clandestin, evreii si apoi transportati la Arad si
Timisoara.

I. Traseul ,filierei” Popoviciu

Acesta rezultd, cu deosebire, din interviurile pe care
le-am luat unor martori oculari (si care sunt reproduse
integral). Evreii aflati pe teritoriul Bihorului de Nord, cu
deosebire in zona orasului Oradea (unde aproape toti au
fost ghetoizati) au resimtit, cu acuitate, dorinta de a fugi din
Ungaria in Romania'? cu ajutorul unor persoane implicate

Tibori Szabd, Frontiera dintre viatd si moarte. Refugiul si salvarea evreilor
la granita romdno-maghiard (1940-1944), traducere de Florica Perian,
[Editura] Compania, [Bucuresti, 2005], p. 203). Acestora din urma le-a
apartinut si primarul Teodor Popoviciu, a carui activitate a fost
necunoscuta pana in anul 2008, cand am publicat, In Studia Europaea
(nr. 3, p. 101-108) o lucrare (in limba engleza) despre acesta.

12 Marturii concludente In acest sens pot fi gasite In Jurnalul Evei
Heyman, care nota - in ziua de 19 martie 1944 — cd asupra evreilor
din Ungaria s-a abdtut o mare ,nenorocire”, fiindca au ,venit
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nemtii”, adica Ungaria a fost ocupatd de nazisti Mama ei si-a
,exprimat dorinta” ca sotul ei, impreund cu socialistul Alexandru
Freidlander, sa , fugd peste granitd, in Romdnia (subl.ns.-A.F.), chiar in
noaptea aceea, caci ei erau in...mare primejdie...”. Eva Heyman a
mai transcris una din afirmatiile alarmante ale mamei sale, si anume
aceea ,Cd oamenii cinstiti au trebuit mereu sa se refugieze din
aceasta tard, caci altfel erau Intemnitati ori asasinati” (Eva Heyman,
Am trdit atdt de putin. Micul meu jurnal, traducere de Oliver Lustig,
Editura Alex, Bucuresti, 1991, p. 75). Tatal ei adoptiv, Béla Zsolt, le
,Spunea tuturor (in 21 martie 1944-n.n.) cd trebuie procurate documente
false si trebuie trecut in Romdnia” (subl.ns.-A.F.). Bunicul, la randul
sdu, era preocupat de salvarea aceluiasi ginere, care era un talentat
gazetar de stanga, facand unele incercdri de a-i procura ,, documente
false” (Ibidem, p. 79) pentru a se putea refugia In Roméania. Era
evident pentru toti evreii care au avut presimtiri sumbre cu privire la
viitorul lor apropiat, cd Romania era o ,tard a sperantei”, un loc
unde, dacd ar fi ajuns, ar fi fost feriti de primejdia aplicarii — si In
cazul lor — a ,solutiei finale”. Inainte de a fi dus3, impreund cu
intreaga ei familie, in ghetoul din Oradea, aceeasi autoare a unui
document memorabil mai preciza faptul ca a venit de la Budapesta
un verisor de-al sdu, care a ,furat” de la hotelul ,Panonnia” (la care
lucra) acte false pentru mama si tatal sau (Ibidem, p. 92). In acel
moment Insd, bunica sa a facut o scena teribild, manifestandu-se
impotriva plecarii celor doi in Romania si acuzandu-i cd acestia vor
s-0 lase pe ea ,in locul lor” iar fascistii o vor ucide (Ibidem). De
asemenea, ea a ,Inceput sa urle”, cei doi renuntand, ratand astfel
,ultima sansa” de ajunge in libertate (Ibidem, p. 93). Au fost si ei
transportati in ghetoul orddean. Am stdruit asupra acestor episoade
autentice, pentru a pune In evidentd starea de spirit a unor
intelectuali de marca evrei din Oradea, care au fost congtienti de
pericolul ghetoizdrii si distrugerii lor fizice, dar nu s-au dovedit
capabili sa actioneze pentru a trece frontiera In Romaéania, unde
puteau scdpa cu viatd. Parca o fatalitate istoricd i-a impiedicat, ca si
pe alti conationali de-ai lor, sa faca , pasul necesar” spre libertate si
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in asa-numitele ,filiere” de trecere a frontierei, dintre care
una a fost cea organizata de primarul Teodor Popoviciu,
despre care am reusit sd depistam informatii certe. Acestea
au fost deosebit de utile pentru operatia de reconstituire a
activitatii concrete, fapt care ar fi trebuit reconstituit de
multd vreme. Abia acum avem aceasta posibilitate, prin
intermediul prezentei lucrari, ale carei rezultate sunt
edificatoare.

Au o valoare argumentativa constatarile dintr-o Dare
de seamd asupra activitatii informative desfasurate in judetul
Bihor (in perioada dintre 18-23 august 1944), care contine
mentiuni cu privire la ,individul Florea Lasca, zis si
Deliman” si la sotia ,,comerciantului” Gavrila Nicorut,
ambii din satul Subpiatrd, unul dintre cele mai active
,puncte de trecere” clandestina a evreilor ,ce vin din
Ungaria”. Cei doi au prestat urmadtoarele ,servicii”: au
inlesnit (mai exact au realizat —n.n.) trecerea” evreilor, dupa
care i-au gazduit in casele lor din localitatea respectiva, apoi
le-au procurat ,haine taranesti”, pentru cd numai
»deghizati” puteau ,cdldtori mai usor”’® pana la Arad si
Timisoara.

Dintr-o alta dare se seamd, semnatd la 24 mai 1944,
de agentul 245, aflam cd In zona de frontiera dintre
localitatile Mierlau si Hotar (aceasta din urma fiind sediul
comunei in care era situat satul Subpiatrd) ,se fac cele mai
multe treceri clandestine peste frontiera din Ungaria in

viatd. Au fost, totodatd, evrei cu un spirit temerar pronuntat si cu
analiza clard a situatiei. Acestia au apelat la , filierele” salvatoare.

13 Arhivele Nationale-Directia Judeteana Bihor, fond Legiunea de
Jandarmi Bihor, dos. 43/1944, f. 822

37

https://biblioteca-digitala.ro



Antonio Faur

Romania si invers, prin faptul ca, in teritoriul cedat
Ungariei, calea ferata Oradea-Cluj se afla in imediata
apropiere a frontierei, cei interesati transportindu-se cu trenul
pand in aceasti regiune”'* (subl.ns.-A-F.). Comandantul
Legiunii de Jandarmi Bihor a dat dispozitie, in 31 mai 1944,
pentru luarea urgentda a unor madsuri de control’® asupra
acestui fenomen, care luase o amploare ce nu mai putea fi
ignorata.

Asadar, prin localitdtile apropiate de frontierd, cum a
fost comuna Hotar si satul Subpiatrd, s-au realizat, prin
filiera , Popoviciu”, numeroase treceri clandestine de evrei.
Acestia erau adusi de la Oradea cu ajutorul unor oameni de
contact sau de cdtre calauze care proveneau din asezdrile
mentionate (in documente sunt amintite Florea Lasca,
Teodor Rotar si Gavrila Nicorut). Actiunea se desfdsura pe
timpul noptii, cand riscurile de a fi prinsi de granicerii
unguri si romani, ca si de jandarmi, erau mai mici. Pe
parcursul unei zile sau a maximum trei, acestia erau ascunsi
cu mare grija, timp In care erau imbracati in haine taranesti,
ca sa treaca neobservati. Nu era o treaba usoard, deoarece
nu se gaseau intotdeauna haine potrivite pentru copii si
parinti.

Un alt moment segment ,filierei” era cel de la
Subpiatra si Hotar la casa primarului din Varciorog, Teodor

14 Tbidem, . 1073

15 [bidem. Notam cele trei ,masuri” care trebuiau concretizate: 1. sa se
faca , pande cat mai dese pe itinerariile de scurgere” a refugiatilor
evrei; 2. postul de jandarmi sa ,patruleze cat mai aproape de
frontiera” (pentru a diminua numadrul celor care treceau in mod
,fraudulos”) 3. sd fie cercetate toate ,pdadurile” in care s-ar fi putut
»ascunde” evreii care au reusit sa fuga din Ungaria.
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Popoviciu. Aici grupurile aduse peste camp erau din nou
addpostite una sau mai multe zile, pentru efectuarea
pregatirilor in vederea transportarii lor de la Varciorog la
Dobresti, apoi cu trenul la Arad.

Din interviul luat fiicei lui Teodor Popoviciu, Ileana, a
rezultat tot ceea ce se intampla in gospoddria primarului.
Daca era vorba de un grup de numai 4-5 persoane (care
constituia de obicei o singura familie), atunci acesta era cazat
in camera de la drum (cea care, la tara, este considerata
camera pentru oaspeti, fiind mai bine mobilata si ingrijita). In
situatia cd erau adusi mai multi, atunci primarul ii adapostea
in podul cu fan de deasupra grajdului, care era — dupa
constatarea noastrd directa — suportabild. Erau folosite
cearceafuri, paturi si perne curate si, daca ne gandim la
noptile de vara (iunie-august), putea fi placut. Acest pod al
grajdului a ramas neschimbat, ca si casa primarului, ceea ce
conferd o mare dozd de veridicitate unei reconstituiri filmate,
cum am fdcut si noi cu prilejul recentei deplasari in zona
principald de activitate a , filierei” Popoviciu.

In zilele cand se ficea popasul in gospodiria
primarului din Varciorog, familia acestuia se ocupa de
prepararea mancarii pentru refugiati (de cele mai multe ori
erau tdiate gdini), ca si de ,,rezolvarea problemei” deghizarii
eficiente, in haine tdrdnesti'®, a tuturor acestora. Copiii lor

16 Indrumand zeci de grupuri de evrei spre Arad, Teodor Popoviciu
si sotia sa, Ileana, erau preocupati nu numai de Imbracarea lor in
haine tdrdnesti locale, pentru a nu fi identificati si arestati de
jandarmi si politisti, ci si de pdstrarea unui numdr de asemenea
haine, pentru a fi utilizate de seriile urmatoare. Chiar si acest lucru
presupunea eforturi reale, astfel cd erau aduse de la Arad, in
»strditile” Ilenei Popoviciu toate acestea, apoi, daca era cazul, erau
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(cei mai mici) se jucau cu animalele si pdsdrile din curte,
astfel ca stresul experientei prin care treceau sa fie uitat,
integrarea intr-o viata normala de la tard avand efecte
psihologice binefacdtoare chiar si pentru pdrinti, care erau
profund Ingrijorati pentru soarta lor'”. Totul era organizat de
primarul din Varciorog pentru ca actiunea sa se finalizeze in
forma scontatd, care sa exprime certitudinea salvarii
refugiatilor evrei veniti din Ungaria si Transilvania de Nord.
In urmitoarea fazi a activititii salvatoare, cel mai
important rol il avea Ileana Popoviciu, care ii conducea pe
refugiatii evrei, prin paduri, spre Dobresti, atat pe jos, cat si
cu caruta, omul de incredere fiind Petru Malita's, care a facut
parte din ,filiera” Popoviciu, transportand multe grupuri de
evrei prin locuri mai putin frecventate de lume, asigurand
astfel , securitatea” traseului dintre Varciorog si Dobresti.

completate cu alte elemente de imbracaminte pentru femei si barbati,
tineri si batrani.

17 Ei se gandeau la ce-i asteapta pe parcursul drumului, in tren si in
Arad, precum si la o posibila plecare mai departe, spre Bucuresti,
unde unii doreau sd se stabileascd, iar altii plecau spre Palestina,
deoarece exista o febrila activitate a miscdrii sioniste in aceasta
directie. Doar daca erau prinsi si condamnati ajungeau in Lagarul de
la Targu Jiu, de unde au fost eliberati toti dupa 23 august 1944. Deci,
n-a murit niciunul, astfel cd Romania a confirmat sintagma cd era o
autenticd , poarta deschisa” spre viata si libertate.

18 Considerdm ca, in viitor, ar fi utile investigatii pentru a cunoaste
cat mai multe lucruri despre carutasul Petru Malita din Varciorog si
familia sa, fiindcd si acesta a contribuit la actiunea de salvare a
evreilor veniti din Ungaria si Transilvania de Nord. Pentru aceasta,
se impune o deplasare In comuna Varciorog, in vederea , procurarii”
de informatii exacte si, daca e posibil, cat mai cuprinzatoare.
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De la Dobresti, unde se afla gara de pornire spre
Arad, incepea wultima componentd a traseului, care
presupunea si anumite riscuri, mai ales cel de a fi prinsi de
autoritati si trimisi in fata instantelor de la Timisoara. Trenul
de la Dobresti la Arad constituia o veritabila aventura
palpitantd, care se sfarsea, in mod frecvent, cu bine.

Ajunsi in gara din Arad, tensiunea rendstea, deoarece
se aflau In preajma politisti, jandarmi si agenti secreti, care
desfasurau si activitati de ,surprindere” a evreilor trecuti
,fraudulos” frontiera, care cadeau sub incidenta legilor. Fiica
Ilenei Popoviciu relata faptul ca mama sa, Ileana, care era
calduza grupurilor de evrei — pentru ca acestia, daca erau
cercetati de politie sau jandarmi (ceea ce s-a si Intamplat) sa
nu fie identificati, lua toate actele de identitate si le ascundea
sub braul pe care il purta, in ideea ca nimeni nu s-ar fi gandit
sd caute tocmai acolo. Intr-un asemenea caz, lIleana
Popoviciu, fiind cu un pas in urma jandarmilor, si-a desfacut
braul si a dat drumul la documente, care au cazut pe jos si,
astfel, a scdpat de emotia unei arestari si condamnari pentru
favorizarea celor trecuti fraudulos frontiera. Aceste fapte,
aparent lipsite de importantd, care confirma existenta unor
riscuri, din perspectivd contemporana ar putea constitui
premisa pentru un film artistic, al carui scenariu' se poate
inspira din prezenta reconstituire istorica.

La finele acestei restituiri se degaja adevdrul ca
filiera” Popoviciu a avut un traseu riguros gandit si urmat,
de la Oradea la Subpiatra si Hotar, apoi la Arad. El si-a

19 Pe parcursul investigatiilor noastre ne-a aparut, ca o necesitate,
transpunerea cinematografici a unei asemenea experiente umane,
deoarece exista toate datele pentru o realizare de succes.
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dovedit utilitatea si nu a fost depistat de autoritdtile ungare
si romane, mentinandu-se intr-un anonimat deplin, pana in
zilele noastre, cand fiica primarului din Varciorog ni le-a
dezvaluit in interviul pe care-1 publicim in prezenta carte.
,Arhitectul” acestei ,retele” de salvare a fost Teodor
Popoviciu, care a beneficiat de colaboratori discreti si eficienti,
reusind performanta de a scapa de la o ,moarte sigura” sute
de evrei, fapt confirmat — prin document oficial — de cdtre
prim-rabinul ortodox al Aradului, Joachim Schreiber.

II. Organizatorul ,filierei” salvatoare

Primarul Varciorogului a fost inzestrat cu o inteligenta
practica iesitda din comun si cu o neobisnuitd capacitate de
relationare cu ceilalti. In mediul rural, asemenea oameni erau
considerati lideri de necontestat, care puteau fi urmati in toate
intreprinderile lor. Dispunea si de o experienta extrem de utila
ca sef al administratiei comunale, postura in care a cunoscut
complexitatea vietii social — economice locale, in context
judetean. Intuitia sa in ce priveste evolutia lucrurilor in spatiul
romanesc si cu privire la destinul istoric al evreilor (care ne
puteau acorda, in viitor, un ajutor) este surprinzatoare. Ea ne
face sd credem ca Teodor Popoviciu a fost un reprezentant al
elitei politice rurale, din timpul celui de-al doilea razboi
mondial, fiind apreciat de contemporani si contestat in acelasi
timp. Dar, n-ar fi fost o personalitate adevdratd, daca n-ar fi
incomodat pe nimeni.

Remarcam, totodatd, priceperea acestuia de a naviga
printre dificultatile momentului, mentinandu-si postul de
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primar si organizand una dintre cele mai eficiente retele de
salvare a evreilor din Ungaria si Transilvania de Nord, a
carei existenta — bine camuflata — a fost, cu adevarat,
descoperitd dupa multe decenii. Si aceasta realitate este
semnificativa, in sensul cd autoritatile n-au reusit sa-1
prinda asupra faptelor evocate de noi in aceastd lucrare si
sd-1 condamne. Dacd in familia sa nu s-ar fi pastrat cu grija
documentul trilingv (romand, maghiara si ebraica) semnat
de prim-rabinul ortodox al Aradului, Joachim Schreiber, am
fi fost in situatia de a nu cunoaste un capitol de inteligenta
practicd si spirit de solidaritate cu cei ajunsi sa fie
amenintati de moarte, pe care l-a ,,scris” Teodor Popoviciu,
impreuna cu colaboratorii sdi, in anul 1944.

Cum n-am gdsit In arhive decat referiri la
comportamentul si abilitdtile primarului, suntem nevoiti sa
apeldm — pentru a creiona un portret spiritual al sdu — la
amintirile membrilor familiei sale. Astfel, retinem
urmatoarea caracterizare pe care i-o face fiica sa Ileana: , Era
un barbat Inalt, cu ochi albastri, foarte apreciat si respectat,
stimat de toata lumea si cuvantul lui era cuvant,
promisiunile sale nu erau facute numai asa, vorbe in zbor.
Ceea ce spunea, totdeauna era asa”.

Una dintre nepoatele sale (Ana Vuc), pe care am
intervievat-o, remarca alte calitati ale lui Teodor Popoviciu,
care era, in opinia sa, ,,un om foarte harnic, drept si corect.
El avea servitori, dar 1i punea cu el la masa”, nefacand nici o
deosebire intre acestia si propriii copii. De fapt, primarul
din Varciorog , pe toata lumea o trata omenegste” 2.

2 Vezi interviul este reprodus integral in aceasta carte.
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Au fost retinute, asadar, acele intamplari care
dezvaluiau comportamentul moral (era corect in relatiile
sale cu ceilalti) al primarului, care 1i respecta pe oamenii cu
care lucra (in propria sa gospoddrie sau in alte imprejurari
locale, intre care si in actiunea de salvare a evreilor).

Chiar si impresiile celor apropiati atesta un model
exemplar pentru ceilalti. La toate acestea se adauga spiritul
sdau de intreprinzdtor, preocuparea permanentd pentru a-si
spori averea, care era pe atunci, ca si acum de altfel, temeiul
unei popularitati sigure.

Examinand aceste informatii incomplete, dar si
fotografia lui Teodor Popoviciu (reprodusa in aceasta carte),
putem conchide — fdra riscul unei prea mari erori de
judecata — ca primarul din Varciorog avea disponibilitati
reale de organizator al unei retele de salvare a evreilor. Era
un om curajos, obisnuit cu riscul, care se afla in excelente
relatii cu evreii din Romania si Transilvania de Nord. El a
analizat cu atentia necesara posibilitdtile existente si a ajuns
la concluzia cd poate organiza o , filiera” care sa functioneze
fara dificultati majore.

A si procedat la fapte, pe baza unui plan concret, in
sensul ca si-a gdsit oamenii care sa participe la actiunile de
salvare, gazduire si transport a evreilor la Arad, stabilind
totodata modul cum trebuie sa se procedeze in toate ocaziile.

Pentru a nu fi acuzat de autoritati (desi a fost urmarit
si s-au adunat informatii nu prea favorabile pentru el),
primarul Teodor Popoviciu s-a situat la o oarecare
,distanta” de cdlauze, pe care Insda le controla in
permanenta, pentru a nu fi comisa nici o eroare.

,Filiera” organizata de Teodor Popoviciu si-a
implinit rosturile, cei implicati in activitatea acesteia
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reusind sa salveze evrei prigoniti si terorizati, expusi
disparitiei fizice, care au recurs la ajutorul acestuia.
Conform atestatului dat de prim-rabinul Comunitatii
ortodoxe din Arad, Joachim Schreiber, rezulta — fara nici un
echivoc- faptul ca acesta (impreuna cu colaboratorii sdi,
despre care oferim In continuare cateva date concrete) a
salvat ,,de la moarte sigura” sute de evrei”?!.

Din acest document, de o valoare incontestabila, sunt
de retinut toate aprecierile referitoare la primarul din
Varciorog;:

1. acesta a avut o comportare ,humand si
exemplara” fatd de evreii care ,au cautat
refugiu” in Romania;

2. prin nobilele sale fapte, el a ,castigat increderea
si toata cinstea evreimii locale”;

3. a ,salvat de la moarte sigurd viata sutelor de
evrei” din Ungaria si Transilvania de Nord, cu
,tot riscul legilor din acele timpuri”, care
pedepseau aspru pe cei implicati In asemenea
actiuni ilegale;

4. el nu numai ca gazduit, hranit si i-a ascuns pe
evrei, ci le-a asigurat conditii de existenta libera
pe teritoriul Romaniei.

5. aceste demersuri ale primarului din Varciorog,
Teodor Popoviciu, l-au determinat pe prim-
rabinul Joachim Schreiber, sa-l1 ,recomande”
tuturor ,,comunitatilor evreiesti si fratilor evrei”,

2t Antonio Faur, Romdnia- ,poartd deschisd” pentru salvarea evreilor...,
p. 236-237
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pentru ca acestia, in situatia ca i-ar solicita, sa-i
dea ,,tot concursul”22.

A fost un gest de onoare si recunostinta, de care
primarul n-a mai putut beneficia, deoarece a murit nu peste
mult timp.

Documentul semnat de o inaltd autoritate religioasa
a evreilor de confesiune ortodoxo-israelitd din Arad, care
cunostea cel mai bine activitatea de organizator al unei
Jfiliere” de salvare a evreilor de catre Teodor Popoviciu, a
fost scris In trei limbi (romand, ebraicd si maghiara) si
inmanat familiei celui In cauza. Aceasta familie l-a pastrat
pana astdzi si mi-a dat acordul sa-1 tiparesc, fapt pentru care
1i multumesc si cu aceasta ocazie.

Calitatea unei , filiere” a fost conferita de priceperea
si talentul calauzelor, care s-au confruntat cu dificultati
reale, depasite Insa prin iscusinta si cunoasterea , terenului
de actiune”, cu toate avantajele si capcanele pe care acesta le
presupunea. Astfel, cdlduzele care treceau peste granita
grupurile de evrei, stiind pe unde se pot realiza asemenea
activitati, erau capabile sa parcurgd pe jos, impreuna cu
grupurile de evrei, distante mari, prin paduri, pe dealuri si
campuri, pe timp de noapte mai ales, fdrd sa poata fi prinsi
de jandarmi. In acelasi timp, sotia primarului se
familiarizase cu metodele de transport cu trenul spre Arad.

Datorita faptului ca din numarul mare de calauze au
fost mentionate pana acum prea putine (cele mai multe
raman incd In anonimat), am considerat ca este utild
consemnarea celor identificate de noi. Este vorba de cativa
locuitori din zona comunelor Varciorog si Hotar (in cadrul
acesteia, cu deosebire din satul Subpiatra).

22 [bidem
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II1. Calauzele
1. Florea Lasca

Locuitor din satul Subpiatra, a cdrui casa exista si
astazi, In aceeasi asezare, unde traieste si fiica sa Ana
(casatorita Buciu), cdreia i-am luat un interviu (reprodus in
aceasta carte).

A fost un om cu simt gospodaresc dezvoltat, care s-a
acomodat timpurilor, practicand si alte ,intreprinderi”, in
afara muncilor agricole. Numele sdu apare in documente la
19 iulie 1944, intr-o nota a unui subofiter de jandarmi.
Acesta 1i face cunoscut comandantului Legiunii de
Jandarmi Bihor urmatoarele: JIn gara Holod am fost
informat cd un individ cu numele Lasca Florea a lui
Deliman din comuna Subpiatrd se ocupa...cu traficul cu
evrei, care trec frontiera in Romdnia in dreptul comunei Hotar si
Subpiatrd. Astfel, numitul a reusit a trece mai multe grupuri de
evrei, pe care i-a imbrdcat in haine tdrdnesti, cu sumane si opinci,
scapdnd astfel controlului din gari” 2* (subl.ns.-A.F.).

La 21 iulie 1944, Legiunea de Jandarmi Bihor
trimitea un ordin secret Postului de Jandarmi din Holod
(comuna prin care trecea trenul spre Arad), pentru ca acesta
sd ia ,masuri” de identificare si prindere a ,susnumitului”
in aceasta gard, In momentul cand se intoarce de la Arad,
dupa care sa i se facd o ,, perchezitie corporald amanuntita”.

Legiunea de Jandarmi Bihor informa Biroul
Garnizoanei Tinca al capitanului I. Hera (care efectua

2 Arhivele Nationale — Directia Judeteana Bihor, fond Legiunea de
Jandarmi Bihor, dos. 45/1944, f. 2649
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cercetarile referitoare la evrei) despre activitdtile lui Florea
Lasca care, pana ,in prezent a reusit a strecura mai multe
grupuri de evrei”?* (subl.ns.-A.F.), din Ungaria in Romania,
pe care i-a deghizat in , haine tdrinesti”, astfel ca au scapat
de controlul jandarmilor.

Asadar, Florea Lasca se afla in atentia autoritatilor,
care 1l urmdreau prin gari si in locul de bastind, fara sa-1
poata prinde.

Dintr-un raport asupra activitdtii informative
(desfasurate pe teren, in perioada 18-23 august 1944) reiese
ca Florea Lasca (zis Deliman) a inlesnit trecerile clandestine,
peste frontiera dintre Ungaria si Romania, a unor grupuri
de evrei, pe care i-a gazduit si imbracat in haine taranesti
pentru ca, astfel , deghizati”, acestia sa poata ,cdldtori mai
usor pand la Arad si Timisoara”?.

In interviul siu, Ileana Popoviciu (Suciu) isi amintea
de doi locuitori din Subpiatra care au contribuit, in mod
direct, la actiunea de salvare a evreilor. Unii dintre ei avea
porecla Diliman, numele sau real fiind Florea Lasca. La
randul ei, fiica sa Ana (casatorita Buciu) a confirmat acest
lucru: ,Ii aducea (pe evreii din nordul granitei cu Ungaria),
noaptea si 1i tinea aici pand 1i ducea la Varciorog”?,

2 [bidem, f. 2444. In acelasi document se precizeaza faptul ci Florea
Lasca se ,,ocupd cu traficul cu evrei, din cei care trec frontiera din
Ungaria”, precum si cu ,,contrabanda cu aur, in care scop foarte des
caldtoreste la Arad si Brad, de unde procurd aurul, pe care, apoi, il
trece in Ungaria, unde il valorifica”.

25 Jbidem

2% [bidem, dos. 43/1944, f. 822. Raportul a fost adus la cunostinta de
prefectul Judetului Bihor, deci activitatea lui Florea Lasca a intrat In
circuitul national de informatii administrative. Aceste documente
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trecandu-i peste camp si dealuri, prin locuri mai putin
umblate, pentru a nu fi vazuti. In Varciorog, drumul trecea
peste un deal inalt, pe langa un grup de copaci (dintre care
mai exista si astdzi cativa), care pot fi vazuti din curtea casei
lui Teodor Popoviciu.

De altfel, dupd cum am mai scris in altd parte a
lucrarii, acest traseu era fixat cu mare atentie si prudenta,
el traversand proprietdtile primarului din Varciorog, deci
nu erau accesibile oricarui locuitor curios, care ar fi putut
descoperi ceea ce se intampld, dupa care ar fi dat veste
altora si, astfel, nu era greu sa afle si jandarmii.

Ana Vuc marturiseste ca a impresionat-o modul cum
ardtau evreii cu care s-a intalnit in casa parinteasca: , Parca-i
vad si acum, cd intre ei erau niste doamne frumoase tare si
tinere”.

2. Teodor Rotar

Despre acesta dispunem de date sumare, provenite
de la persoanele intervievate. Ileana Popoviciu (Suciu), spre
exemplu, isi aducea aminte, cu prioritate, de faptul ca tatal
sdu , avea mare incredere in unul Saica” din satul Subpiatra,
important colaborator al tatdlui sdu, pentru ca el — in
calitate de cdlduza — trecea evreii peste granitd, din Ungaria
in Romania. Nu era un nume, ci o porecld, pe care ne-a

(din care am citat) confirma faptul cd, in calitatea sa de calduza,
Florea Lasca din Subpiatrda a trecut peste frontiera un numadr
important de evrei (fara sa fi precizat exact), scipandu-i de la
moarte, inscriindu-si numele printre salvatorii acestora. El a fost
urmarit de jandarmi pentru a fi prins si judecat.
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,descifrat-o” fiul sau adoptiv, Craciun Buciu, pe care l-am
intervievat.

Prin urmare, aflam de la acesta ca porecla de , Saica”
data lui Teodor Rotar era raspandita in Subpiatra si in alte
localitdti apropiate, oamenii preferand in locul numelui
porecla.

De mentionat ca, la intrebarea daca Teodor Rotar
(zis ,Saica”) era ,implicat in vreo actiune de trecere a
refugiatilor evrei peste frontiera”, Craciun Buciu
raspunde cu fermitate: ,Era”. Interesanta este si
urmatoarea precizare a acestuia: , Evreii...or trecut pe aici
pe la noi, si Saica cu Dilimanu, 7i ducea la Virciorog si de
acolo ii ducea la Arad” (subl.ns.-A.F.).

Trecerile peste granitd, dupa parerea lui Craciun
Buciu, se faceau ziua si noaptea, pentru ca aceasta segmenta
localitatea Subpiatra, chiar prin mijlocul ei (o treime fiind
anexatd de Ungaria si doud treimi ramanand in Romania).
Nu erau dificultati atat de mari, fiindca granicerii romani si
unguri se Intelegeau. Uneori se intalneau la crasma din sat,
unde chefuiau. Aceste ,relatii” au fost favorabile celor doua
cdlauze (Florea Lasca si Teodor Rotar), care au putut sa-si
vada, fara teamd, de actiunea lor de aducere, peste
frontiera, a unor evrei.

Este, deci, incontestabil faptul ca partea de filiera
care functiona In zona granitei, neindoielnic de o
utilitate deosebita, era eficienta si datorita celor doua
calduze, care 1i duceau mai departe, pana la Varciorog si,
uneori, pana la Arad, pe evreii salvati de la moarte, prin
trecerea lor clandestina peste granita dintre Ungaria si
Romania.
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3. Ileana Popoviciu

Daca sursele documentare pe care le-am parcurs
pand acum nu contin referiri la activitatea Ilenei Popoviciu
(sotia primarului Teodor Popoviciu), totusi am avut sansa
de a cunoaste — din interviul acordat de fiica sa — o prezenta
importanta in actiunea generald, care se finaliza prin
ducerea evreilor la Arad. Evident, se putea presupune ca, in
modul cum au fost gazduiti si hraniti evreii ajunsi In casa
primarului Teodor Popoviciu, un rol decisiv 1-a avut sotia
sa, care a recurs si la ajutorul rudelor, pentru a crea conditii
omenesti refugiatilor de dincolo de granitd, din Ungaria.
Aceastd realitate a fost surprinsa de martora in discutie :
»Evreii care erau la noi, erau oaspeti cu copii, cu tineri, mai
in varstd, toate categoriile de persoane au fost gazduite.
Cand erau mai multi induntru, intr-o camerda, dormeau cati
aveau log, si ceilalti in podul grajdului”.

Aflam, de asemenea, care era ,imaginea” Ilenei
Popoviciu in amintirea fiicei sale: ,Mama era o femeie
foarte calma, linistita, buna gospodina. Ne-a crescut pe toti
curati. De fapt, educatia din familie era ca, nu cumva, sa
atingem vreodata un lucru care nu ne apartine”.

Si un alt pasaj din textul interviului de care facem uz
este de un real interes documentar, ceea ce ne determina ca
sd-1 reproducem: ,,cum sa va spun, era o miscare continud,
adica venea un grup de 3-4 persoane, poate si copiii, depinde,
cum se nimerea. li duceau la Dobresti, la gara. Mama
mergea cu trenul, cu ei. Dacd era cazul, pe femei le imbrdca
in haine tardnesti si pe barbati i imbraca tarani si mergea cu
grupul, i ducea cu cdruta, dacd erau mai multi ii ducea pe jos,
prin padure, insotiti de mama” (subl.ns.-A.F.).
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4. Ileana Popoviciu, sotia primarul din Virciorog,
care a avut rolul de gazdd si calduzi

Asadar, se forma un grup (de 3-4 persoane sau,
uneori, mai multi), dupa care acesta pornea la drum spre
gara din Dobresti. Deplasarea se facea pe jos sau cu cdruta,
dupd imprejurdri. Calduza era Ileana Popoviciu, care
cunoaste bine padurea prin care treceau, evident pe cardri
mai putin frecventate, pentru a nu se intalni cu nimeni. Ea 1i
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insotea, mai departe, pe membrii grupului, in cdldtoria lor
cu trenul spre Arad.

Ajungand in acest oras din vestul tdrii, Ileana
Popoviciu 1i conducea la sinagoga ortodoxd, unde fii
,preda” prim-rabinului Joachim Schreiber sau ,, 0amenilor”
acestuia, care se ocupau de adapostirea lor si de pregdtirea
unor acte, pentru a fi transportati la Bucuresti.

Aradul era principalul centru spre care se indreptau,
din mai multe directii, evreii salvati (atat cei din Ungaria, de la
Budapesta, Békéscsaba si Oradea, cat si cei din Romania, din
satele apropiate de granitd, pe unde erau trecuti, apoi din
Ginta si Tinca), dupa care erau indrumati in asa fel Incat sa nu
,cadd In mainile” jandarmilor si politistilor.

Intr-adevar, se mai intamplau si surprize, cum a fost
cea din gara Arad, in care politistii, dupa ce au examinat cu
atentie calatorii, au remarcat ca unele femei, care erau
imbracate in haine taranesti, aveau o ,fata mai fina, nu de
tdrancd”. Iata cum descrie aceasta situatie neasteptata fiica
Ilenei Popoviciu, care a fost impresionata de , povestirea”
mamei sale: ,,Costumele...erau locale si se vedea fata, cd era
o fata fina, nu de tdranca. $i atrageau atentia, si atunci cand
mama a coborat din tren la Arad a fost opritd de politie, si
cum era Imbracatd In costumul care se poarta aici, avea actele
celor pe care ii insotea puse la talie. A luat-o si pe ea politia, si
s-a gandit ca-i face perchezitie. Mergdnd pe drum in urma
politistilor, care avea rochia legata pe talie, o bagat mana la
spate si le-o dat drumul la plicuri, la acte, la ce-o fi avind
(subl.ns.-A.F.). Politistii erau de o parte si alta, la un pas
inaintea ei”?.

¥ Vezi interviul luat Ilenei Buci, publicat In aceasta carte.
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Deci, existau riscuri pentru cei implicati in actiunea
de salvare si transportare (din zona comunei Varciorog si
pana in cea a Aradului) a evreilor refugiati din Ungaria si
Transilvania de Nord. Acestia au trecut prin numeroase
peripetii si, uneori, au trait clipe de groaza, datorate
pericolelor cdrora li se expuneau. Chiar in tard erau urmariti
de jandarmi si politisti, de agenti secreti si de militari.

4. Petru Malita

Acesta era originar din satul Varciorog si a fost
inclus in ,reteaua” despre care vorbim de catre primarul
Teodor Popoviciu, care avea o mare incredere in el. Avand
cdruta, Petru Malita transporta grupuri mici de evrei (de
maximum 5 persoane) prin padurea care situata iIntre
Varciorog si gara Dobresti, facand acest lucru de fiecare
datd cand era nevoie. Desi despre el nu dispunem, la stadiul
de-acum al cercetarilor, de informatii mai cuprinzatoare,
totusi il putem scoate din anonimat si semnala cercetarii
istorice viitoare. Este destul sa evidentiem faptul ca si acest
locuitor a facut parte dintre cei care au contribuit la
actiunea de salvare si transportare a evreilor refugiati din
Ungaria si Transilvania de Nord.

Rezumand cele prezentate, putem afirma - cu
justificare — ca primarul Teodor Popoviciu a organizat o
veritabila ,filierd” de salvare (formatda din cel putin 5
persoane identificate), de la moarte sigurd, a sute de evrei
din tara vecinda. Acest fapt este subliniat si de Ileana
Popoviciu (casdtorita Suciu) - ca martor si intr-o oarecare
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masurd participanta (in sensul cd a cunoscut tot ce se
petrece in casa parintilor sai si n-a divulgat nimanui
informatii care sd pund in primejdie soarta celor implicati) -
in urmatoarea parte a interviului pe care i l-am luat: ,era o
filierd, zi eu. Si cand eram copil (de 12 ani —n.n.), am gandit
tot asa. Si acum (in septembrie 2010-n.n.), cu aceeasi
impresie am ramas, pentru ca [evreii salvati] erau dati in
primire si rdspundeau de ei. Mama [de pildd] 1i Insotea
pand cand 1i dddea In primire in Arad, la rabin”. Le
cumpara biletele de tren si 1i insotea pe tot parcursul, pana
cand erau ,predati” factorilor responsabili ai Comunitatii
Ortodoxe Izraelite din acest oras, care se ocupau mai
departe de ei, in vederea restaurdrii linistii si inlaturdrii
fricii, trdite cu intensitate pana in acele momente.

Prim-rabinul Joachim Schreiber, care a cunoscut — in
mod direct — aceste actiuni a considerat ca se impunea ca
organizatorul ,filierei”, primarul Teodor Popoviciu, sa fie
pretuit cum se cuvine, mai ales de cdtre evrei, inmanandu-i
documentul de o importanta exceptionald, pe care noi l-am
comentat si il reproducem in prezenta carte, pentru a intra
definitiv in circuitul de cunostinte istorice despre expresiile
si consecintele pe care le-a avut Holocaustul.

Mentionam, de asemenea, Imprejurarea ca la
trecerea evreilor peste granitd au contribuit si alti locuitori
(ale caror nume le vom aminti intr-o carte care urmeaza sa o
elaboram, dupa ce vom extinde cercetdrile), cum ar fi cazul
sotiei comerciantului Gavrild Nicorut din satul Subpiatra?,

28 Arhivele Nationale — Directia Judeteana Bihor, fond Legiunea de
Jandarmi Bihor, dos. 45/1944, f. 822
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al carui nume si prenume nu apar in documentele
descoperite de noi.

Ar mai ramane de elucidat o chestiune, de altfel mai
putin investigata: cum au fost ,rasplatiti” pentru riscul pe
care si l-au asumat cei care au fost implicati in actiunea de
salvare a evreilor? Precizdm cd nu am gasit nicio mentiune
documentara despre acest aspect, iar Ileana Popoviciu
(Suciu), care avea in 1944 varsta de 12 ani, nu a aflat nimic
in legaturd cu eventualitatea ca tatal sdu sa fi primit bani
sau obiecte de aur.

Credem c4d, Tnainte de a da un raspuns credibil, cu
privire la o intrebare de acest fel, este necesar sa relevam
punctele de vedere ale Evei Semlyén (care a trecut printr-o
asemenea experienta). Cu o onestitate remarcabild, aceasta
afirma cd, in definitiv, de ce [altcineva] si-ar risca libertatea
si viata din cauza mea?”?. Intrebati daci dr. Aurel Socol
din Cluj-Napoca, i-a cerut bani pentru a o trece frontiera,
aceasta mdrturiseste: ,Eu nu am platit nimic, dar, fireste, lui
Crisan (un tdran din apropierea Clujului, care a avut rolul
de cdlduza-n.n.) trebuia sa i se pldteascd. Era normal sa
platesti, nimeni nu se astepta sa o facd pe gratis”*. Este un
raspuns omenesc, dat tuturor acelor care i-au etichetat pe
cei care au salvat mii de evrei de la moarte drept simpli
,traficanti de evrei”.

Este evident ca intre salvatori au fost si oameni care
n-au solicitat nicio rdsplata pentru faptele lor (ca, spre
exemplu, dr. Mihai Marina, dr. Aurel Socol si altii), dar cei
mai multi au primit sume de bani (consistente sau mai

2 Zoltan Tibori Szabd, op. cit., p. 213
% Jbidem, p. 214
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mici), unele dintre acestea fiind semnalate in documentele
publicate de noi intr-o carte apdruta in luna noiembrie a
acestui an. In momentul cand vor fi depistate mai multe
informatii sub acest raport, se poate trece la examinarea
corecta a acestei realitati.

Reconstituind, pe baza unor surse documentare si
memorialistice credibile, activitatea ,filierei” Popoviciu de
salvare de la ,moarte sigurd” (asa cum se aprecia in
documentul de exceptie dat de prim-rabinul Aradului) a
sute de evrei din Ungaria si Transilvania de Nord, prin
trecerea lor clandestind peste granita vremelnicd dintre
Ungaria si Romania, s-a realizat un act de solidaritate
umand care meritd atentia posteritdtii. Este necesar insa ca
si alte asemenea Intreprinderi umanitare (in esenta lor!) sa
fie scoase la lumina, In urma unor cercetari de durata, care
sd se finalizeze cu descoperirea de mnoi informatii
documentare.
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DOCUMENT

OFICIUL PRIMRABINATUL ORT. IZR. ARAD
Arad, Aprilie 11[1945]

Prezentatorul  acestor randuri, dlomIn[ul]
Popoviciu Teodor, domiciliat in comuna Virciorog, de
origine si nationalitate romdnd, a avut o comportare
humand si exemplard fatd de fratii nostri evrei prigoniti,
care au cautat refugiu in tara noastrd [Romanial.

Dlom]n[ull Popovicilul Teodor a cdstigat
increderea si toatd cinstea evreimii locale.

Dumnealui, cu tot riscul legilor din acele timpuri
a salvat de [la] moarte sigurd viata sutelor de evrei. Sute
de frati [au fost] ascunsi si hraniti de dansul.

Socot [ca fiind] o obligatiune de a-1 recomanda pe
dl. Popovici[u] Teodor tuturor comunitdtilor evreiesti si
fratilor evrei, si a-i da tot concursul, dacd l-ar solicita.
Primrabinul Com. Ort. Arad,

Joachim Schreiber (L.s.)

(Documentul original se afld in posesia fiicei lui
Teodor Popoviciu, Ileana, cdsatoritd cu inginerul Suciu,
domiciliatd in Oradea; o fotocopie a documentului detine
si autorul acestei carti).
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CERCETARILE PE TEREN SI CELE
PATRU INTERVIURI CU LOCUITORII
CARE AU FOST MARTORI SI
PARTICIPANTI LA EVENIMENTELE PE
CARE LE-AU EVOCAT

Evenimentele de acum 66 de ani, de la finele celui
de-al doilea razboi mondial, desfasurate pe teritoriul
Bihorului, n-au disparut din memoria colectivd, deoarece mai
traiesc unii martori ai acestora, care, desi la o varsta Tnaintata,
si le reamintesc, uneori panad la detalii care au o semnificatie
evidentd. Dintre acestea se detaseaza actiunile de salvare de la
o moarte sigurd a unor evrei, prin trecerea lor clandestina
peste granita dintre Ungaria si Romania. Una din filierele in
discutie a fost realizatd de fostul primar al comunei Varciorog,
Teodor Popoviciu, autentic si incontestabil organizator al unei
asemenea retele deosebit de eficiente.

Interesul pentru cunoasterea modului concret de
manifestare a acesteia isi are originea In documentele pe
care le-am depistat in timpul cercetdrilor efectuate In ultimii
ani, atat in arhive ale statului, cat si in cele particulare. O
adevarata revelatie a constituit-o documentul (in trei limbi:
romdnd, ebraicd si maghiard) pe care prim-rabinul ortodox al
Aradului, Joachim Schreiber, 1-a predat familiei lui Teodor
Popoviciu, prin care era recunoscut faptul ca primarul din
Virciorog (jud. Bihor) a salvat de la moarte sigurd sute de evrei.
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In fondurile documentare oridene se mai pastreaza
unele surse care se referd la activitatea acestuia in anul 1944.

Aveam, asadar, puternice premise factologice pentru
a extinde investigatiile. O directie productiva putea fi cea a
anchetei orale, pe care am si efectuat-o in luna septembrie
2010, in localitatile Varciorog si Subpiatra, care au fost
mentionate In documente, alaturi de altele.

Am avut privilegiul de a intervieva persoane care au
fost nu numai martori ai evenimentelor, ci si participanti la
activitdtile evocate. Este vorba de una din fiicele primarului
Teodor Popoviciu (din Varciorog), care in 1944 avea varsta
de 12 ani si, deci a retinut — cu acuratete — unele din
intampldrile despre care ne-a relatat. Ne referim la Ileana
Popoviciu, casdtorita cu inginerul Suciu, care actualmente
locuieste in Municipiul Oradea. In posesia acesteia se afla
materiale documentare de exceptie cu privire la activitatea
tatdlui sau menitd sa contribuie la salvarea de la moarte a
sute de evrei din Ungaria si Transilvania de Nord.

I-am facut doamnei profesoare Ileana Suciu mai
multe vizite la domiciliu, pentru a o convinge sa participe,
impreuna cu mine si cu un reporter al Televiziunii Romane
(Nicolae Nistoroiu), la realizarea unei reconstituiri (filmate),
in satul Varciorog, a tot ceea ce isi reaminteste despre
activitdtile de salvare, gazduire si transportare a evreilor
trecuti peste granitd, din Ungaria, prin filiera organizata de
tatal sau, Teodor Popoviciu.

Ne-am deplasat, asadar, in comuna Varciorog, unde
istoria parca a ,stat pe loc”, deoarece s-au schimbat prea
putine lucruri (in peisajul rural) din 1944 si pana astazi.
Restituirile de proprietati dupa 1989 au restaurat, in buna
madsura, situatia economica a locuitorilor. De aceea, este
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izbitoare asemadnarea realitatilor de astdzi cu cele dinainte
de intrarea Romaniei In sfera de influenta a Uniunii
Sovietice.

Se adauga si Imprejurarea cd, in zona unde s-au
desfasurat intampldrile care fac obiectul interviurilor
noastre, casele au ramas aceleasi, ne existand constructii
noi, ci numai unele mici reparatii si zugraviri recente,
precum si aparitia unui gard (din placi de beton) in fata
casei fostului primar Teodor Popoviciu. Oricum, contextul
general este similar, pana la identitate, cu cel din anul 1944,
ceea ce ne-a facilitat recuperarea faptelor in spatiul lor de
manifestare initiala.

Dupd wunele precizari cu privire la actiunea
salvatoare, doamna Ileana Popoviciu (cdsatorita Suciu) ne-a
acordat interviul solicitat 7n curtea casei natale, care arata
intocmai cu cea din copildrie sa, unele informatii fiind usor
de raportat la realitatea concreta. Am aflat, astfel, cateva
aspecte care meritd, cu deosebire, a fi puse in evidenta.

Prima dintre acestea este cea referitoare la
conservarea quasi-muzeala a curtii si edificiilor (casa si
grajdul) existente in timpul desfdsurarilor activitatilor de
salvare a evreilor, ceea ce a contribuit la restituirea
atmosferei de atunci, accentuand caracterul de veridicitate a
filmului documentar pe care l-am realizat, fard nici o
pregatire anterioara, ci bazandu-ne pe profesionalismul
domnului Nicolae Nistoroiu. Lucrurile au stat sub semnul
naturaletei datorate noutdtii experientei si emotiei
reconstituirilor, in planul lor real, fiind necesard doar o
simpla transpunere in timp si invocarea personajelor care
au populat scena, operatie intermediatd de demersul
reconstitutiv datorat doamnei Ileana Popoviciu (Suciu).
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5. Casa primarului din Virciorog, Teodor Popoviciu, in care au fost
adapostiti evreii trecuti granita din Ungaria in Romdnia (primdvara si vara
anului 1944)

Am anticipat interviul cu o vizitd in curtea
gospodariei lui Teodor Popoviciu, in casa (cu trei camere) si
grajdul acesteia. Toate sunt neschimbate, asa ca am realizat
cum s-au petrecut lucrurile, mai exact cum au fost adusi
evrei, in timpul noptii, si gdzduiti de primarul
Varciorogului, care, ca persoand publicd, era informata cu
privire la decretele si dispozitile guvernamentale
referitoare la evreii care trec ,fraudulos” granita, venind
din Ungaria.

Cu toate acestea, el a ignorat — cu buna stiintd -
prevederile legale, considerand ca este mai importanta
salvarea de la moarte a unor oameni prigoniti, decat sa
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respecte iIntrutotul wunele exigente administrative.
Optiunea sa a fost clard si nu s-a situat in afara riscului pe
care si l-a asumat, deoarece s-a angajat decisiv si pe o
perioada de cateva luni, intr-o autenticd aventurd, care a
avut ca finalitate victoria vietii asupra mortii, a
umanismului impotriva barbariei.

Aceasta, credem noi, a fost perspectiva vie si
adevdratd pe care a avut-o cel implicat Intr-o actiune (mai
largd decat zona in care prezenta sa si a sotiei sale au fost
deosebit de active si eficiente) de salvare a evreilor de la o
,moarte sigura”.

Camera de la drum a casei lui Teodor Popoviciu
are acelasi mobilier ca si in anul 1944, cu aceeasi masa,
scaune si doud paturi, in care au dormit, pe rand, evreii
gazduiti de primar. Pentru realizarea unui film nu sunt
necesare decat un scenariu si actori, fiind posibila o
creatie cinematografica de certa intensitate emotionald, cu
caracter evocator.

Acelasi sentiment ne-a incercat atunci cand am
urcat, pe scara, in podul grajdului in care au fost
addpostiti evreii care nu mai aveau loc In casa
primarului. El se pdstreaza bine, are fan, ca in timpurile
amintite. Am putut verifica, deci, conditiile ,de cazare”
temporara, care erau acceptabile, mai ales pentru lunile
de vard, cand era mai pldcut sd dormi in fanul proaspat
cosit decat intr-o camerd, fie ea si bine intretinuta.
Primarul din Varciorog a aranjat in asa fel lucrurile, Incat
hrana si gdzduirea evreilor sa fie, pentru mediul rural, de
cea mai buna calitate.
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6. Podul grajdului in care au fost addpostiti, in unele nopti, evreii
refugiati din Ungaria

Am examinat, de asemenea, locul pe unde erau
adusi evreii de catre Florea Lasca (zis Diliman) si Teodor
Rotar (zis Saica) din satul Subpiatra, dupa ce erau trecuti
clandestin granita din Ungaria In Romania. Acel loc este
marcat si acum de prezenta unor copaci inalti, care
apartineau lui T. Popoviciu, impreund cu o mare intindere
de teren agricol, pe unde, de altfel, erau transportati evreii
pana in curtea casei acestuia. Ne-a impresionat padurea de
la marginea comunei, bine conservata pana astazi, prin care
sotia primarului, Ileana, 1i ducea, fie pe jos, fie cu caruta, pe
refugiatii evrei, la gara din Dobresti, de unde luau trenul
pana la Arad.
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Intr-adevar, ciliuza Ileana Popoviciu folosea cirari
necunoscute, astfel ca era extrem de dificila surprinderea,
de catre jandarmi, a grupelor de evrei condusi spre
Dobresti. Este de mentionat si faptul cd jandarmii, desi erau
informati ca evreii se ascund pe campuri si in paduri, nu
prea actionau pentru a-i prinde, acest lucru petrecandu-se,
de cele mai multe ori, in gari sau pe trenurile care circulau
spre Arad. Explicatiile sunt diferite, si ele vor deveni mai
clare numai dupa ce va fi cercetata toata informatia
documentara existentd in tard, la care se va putea adduga
memorialistica, prea saracd insd, ceea ce atestd un evident
dezinteres pentru evocarea acestor momente riscante din
viata supravietuitorilor.

Un alt interviu pe care l-am realizat s-a datorat
imprejurarii ca Ileana Popoviciu, in timpul interviului a
furnizat informatii despre oamenii cu care a lucrat tatal sau,
pentru a-i salva pe evreii din Ungaria si Transilvania de
Nord de la o moarte sigura. Au fost mentionate poreclele a
doi locuitori dintr-un sat apropiat, Subpiatrd, prin care
trecea granita romano-ungara, fixata in urma dictatului de
la Viena, din 30 august 1940. Este vorba de Saica — cel mai
des invocat, chiar si in discutii particulare — si de Diliman.

A fost, prin urmare, necesara o investigatie in satul
Subpiatra, pe care am si realizat-o In aceeasi zi. Am reusit,
mai intdi, sd-1 , descoperim” pe nepotul asa-numitului
Diliman, care in realitate avea numele de Florea Lasca. Cu
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multd promptitudine, acest nepot (de 64 de ani), care poarta
tot numele de Florian Lasca, si-a Inaltat o casa frumoasa pe
locul unei parti din vechiul edificiu in care a trdit bunicul
sdu, de 64 de ani, ne-a adus la cunostintd faptul cd mai
trdiesc in localitate cel putin doua persoane cu o varsta
inaintatd, care au calitatea de martori oculari. Ne-a condus
acasa la acestia, facilitandu-ne contactul cu alte surse orale,
care s-au dovedit a fi extrem de utile, pentru cd au
confirmat si completat informatia cuprinsd in documentele
arhivistice.

7. Imagine cu satul Virciorog si locurile prin care erau adusi din satele
Subpiatrd si Hotar evreii refugiati

Am avut, astfel, posibilitatea de a o intervieva pe
fiica lui Florea Lasca (zis Diliman), Ana, care a dat unele
explicatii despre activitatea tatdlui sdu si evreii pe care i-a
vazut. Este drept insa ca raspunsurile la intrebari au fost
laconice, fiindca Ana Lasca (casatorita Buciu), nu a mai fost
niciodatd in ipostaza de a raspunde cat mai convingator ci,
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mai degrabd, a fost intimidata de aparatul de filmat si de
faptul ca a fost ,luata pe neasteptate”, cum ea insdsi a
remarcat la primirea propunerii noastre, deci n-a fost
pregatita sa dea raspunsuri mai elaborate si consistente.

Se stie ca tdranii, mai ales cei cu o varsta de peste 70
de ani, care au vazut multe in viata lor, sunt mai rezervati,
si exagerat de prudenti atunci cand sunt contactati de
persoane strdine, ale caror intentii nu le sunt destul de clare.
De aceea, formulirile sunt atat de laconice. In cazul de fata
insa, ele au o valoare documentara de necontestat, deoarece
se asociaza - cu o precizie remarcabild — la cele afirmate de
Ileana Popoviciu din Varciorog,.

Am descoperit in acelasi sat si o coincidenta
profitabila. Mai exact, sotul Anei Lasca este tocmai Craciun
Buciu, fiul vitreg a lui Teodor Rotar (poreclit Saica),
locuitorul atat de implicat in actiunile concrete de trecere
prin acel sat, a frontierei din Ungaria in Romania, a unui
mare numdr de evrei. Craciun Buciu a dovedit
perspicacitate si verva neobisnuite la oamenii de varsta sa.
El a vorbit nu numai de tatal sdu vitreg, dar si de modul
cum se fdcea intrarea clandestina a evreilor in Romania, pe
filiera organizatd de primarul Teodor Popoviciu. Au fost
caracterizate raporturile dintre granicerii romani si unguri,
care nu au aratat o prea mare atentie fata de aceste aspecte.

De la acesta am aflat pe unde trecea frontiera dintre
Romania si Ungaria, care era trasata prin mijlocul satului
Subpiatra, la o distantd de numai 100 de metri de la casa lui
Florea Lasca, cel care a jucat un rol important in
componenta filierei organizate de primarul Teodor
Popoviciu din Varciorog, el — impreund, desigur, cu altii,
care au rdmas in anonimatul istoriei — trecandu-i pe evrei
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din Ungaria in Romania, gdzduindu-i o zi sau au doua,
dupa care i-a transportat la Varciorog, peste dealuri, prin
locurile cele mai putin frecventate de lume si, adeseori, pe
timpul noptii, la casa primarului Teodor Popoviciu, care
avea partea sa, alaturi de cea de principal organizator al
retelei de Indeplinit, cu sprijinul nemijlocit, permanent si
prompt, al sotiei sale, Ileana, care a activat in postura de
calduza experimentata, pentru a-i duce pe evrei la Arad.

Intamplarea face si o intalnim, in gospodaria din
Varciorog a familiei Popoviciu, pe una dintre nepoatele
acestuia, al carui tutore a fost si care actualmente
domiciliaza in Timisoara. Este vorba de Ana Vuc, care, in
cateva scurte rememorari, ne-a oferit o informatie
complementara de certa utilitate istorica. Ea a marturisit ca
a participat la activitatile gospoddresti, mai ales la
pregdtirea mancdrii pentru evreii gazduiti In casa
primarului. A avut unele contacte cu copiii acestuia.

De un interes special sunt comentariile despre
comportamentul uman al lui Teodor Popoviciu si, cu
deosebire, despre faptul ca a fost iIndemnata de acesta sa-si
predea buletinul de identitate unei evreice tinere, cu care
semdna intr-o oarecare masurd, dupd care a anuntat, din
Timisoara, la Monitorul Oficial, pierderea acestui document
de care a facut uz persoana mentionata, pentru a se putea
deplasa in mai mare siguranta la Arad.

Reproducerea integrald a textelor celor patru
interviuri obtinute de la martori autentici ai evenimentelor
reactualizate ne scuteste de alte precizari clarificatoare. Am
ramas cu o impresie profundd In urma unor asemenea
experiente, care ne intareste In convingerea ca metoda
istoricd de investigatie prin ancheta orald are rezultate
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incontestabile, mai ales in directia reconstituirii vietii reale,
cu temperatura extraordinard a acelor evenimente de la
sfarsitul celui de-al doilea razboi mondial.

Ceea ce am aflat de la martorii consultati, pe care nu
i-am pregdtit in nici un fel, pentru a nu-i determina sa
produca relatdri elaborate, nu spontane, cum au fost cele
prezente, reprezintd o argumentatie solida pentru ideea ca
primarul din Varciorog a realizat una dintre cele mai
eficiente filiere de salvare a sute de evrei din Ungaria si
Transilvania de Nord in Romania, de care s-a ocupat intr-o
maniera comparabild cu ceea ce s-a intamplat la granita
franco-spaniola.
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INTERVIU (FILMAT) LUAT D-NEI ILEANA

SUCIU (fiica lui Teodor POPOVICIU, fost primar al
comunei Varciorog), cu domiciliul in Oradea, Strada
Satelitului, nr. 13, in 24 septembrie 2010, in localitatea
Varciorog, Judetul Bihor (filmarea a fost realizata de
Nicolae Nistoroiu, doctorand in istorie)

Antonio FAUR (in continuare: A.F.): Stimatd doamnd, cine
sunteti? Cind si unde v-ati ndscut? Unde locuiti?

ILEANA SUCIU (in continuare: LS.): Sunt fiica gospodarului
Teodor Popoviciu din comuna Varciorog, unde m-am nascut,
in 16 iulie 1932. Am terminat Liceul Pedagogic la Beius. De
fapt, studiile secundare le-am inceput in Arad, la Liceul
industrial, unde numai clasa I am facut-o, pe urma am venit la
liceu in Beius, pe care l-am terminat in 1951. Am fdcut, pe
urmad, Institutul Pedagogic de trei ani din Cluj, Facultatea de
Matematica. Am profesat ca educatoare, dupd absolvirea
Liceului Pedagogic din Beius, si ca invatatoare, dupa ce am
terminat si Institutul Pedagogic din Cluj. Am predat
matematica, pand cand m-am pensionat.

AF.: Casa in curtea cireia ne afldim noi acum este cea din anul 1944?
L.S.: Casa si curtea in care ne aflam este construita de tatal

meu pe cand avea 17 ani, deci era vatra tatdlui meu, de la
parintii lui. $i aici ne-am nascut si am crescut noi.

74

https://biblioteca-digitala.ro



Teodor Popoviciu: salvatorul de la moarte a sute de evrei (1944)

AF.. Din cdte am observat, in mare, cam in toatd comuna s-au

pastrat locurile intacte. In continuare, md intereseazd faptul dacd
in unele camere din aceastd casd au fost ficute schimbdiri sau au
ramas asa cum erau acum 65-66 de ani?

8. Interviul luat de Antonio Faur, in septembrie 2010, doamnei lleana
Popoviciu, (Suciu), in curtea casei natale

I.S.: N-a fost facuta nici o schimbare, chiar si mobila a ramas
aceeasi.

A.F.: Ce numdr are casa in care ne afladm?

LS.: Chiar nu stiu, ca s-a schimbat intre timp. Se poate
vedea cd e pus acolo, afara.
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A.F.: Ce virstd aveati in anul 1944, cind pe aici treceau foarte
multi evrei, care se refugiau din Ungaria in Romdnia?

1.S.: 12 ani. Eu m-am nascut in 1932.

9. lleana Popoviciu la virsta de 12 ani
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A.F.: Deci, erati destul de mare ca sd tineti minte anumite
intdmplari, fapte, oameni din acea perioadd. Ce vd amintiti de
tatdl Duvs., fostul primar Teodor Popoviciu, al comunei Virciorog,
unde filmam astizi?

L.S.: Am amintiri foarte pldacute. Era un barbat inalt, blond,
cu ochi albastri, foarte apreciat si respectat, stimat de toata
lumea si cuvantul lui era cuvant, promisiunile nu erau
facute numai asa, vorbe aruncate in zbor. Ceea ce spunea,
totdeauna asa era.

A.F.: Dar despre mama Duvs., ce vd mai amintiti?

[.S.: Mama era o femeie foarte calma, linistita, buna
gospodina. Ne-a crescut pe toti curati. De fapt, educatia din
familie era ca, nu cumva, sa atingem vreodata un lucru care
nu ne apartine.

AF.: Ne aflim acum, aici, pentru a face o anchetd orald, cu
privire la evreii care s-au refugiat si vd intreb dacd sunteti de
acord?

LS.: Da, sunt de acord, din ceea ce-mi amintesc, pentru ca
eram destul de mici. Niciodata nu am socotit ca ceva era un
secret, In casa la noi se discuta foarte deschis. Evreii care
erau la noi, erau oaspeti cu copii, cu tineri, mai In varsta,
toate categoriile de persoane au fost gazduite. Cand erau
mai multi Tnauntru, intr-o camerda, dormeau cati aveau loc,
si ceilalti in podul grajdului.

A.F.: Chiar aici, in casa care se vede in spatele nostru?
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L.S.: Da, in camera de la strada si in podul grajdului, sau pe
afara.

A.F.: Vi rog sd ardatati grajdul.

IS.: Era o scard acolo, era amenajat locul, pus fan,
cearceafuri, paturi cu care se acopereau si perini.

A.F.: Cum erau acesti refugiati evrei din primdvara anului 1944,
care se aflau in gospoddria familiei Dvs.?

L.S.: Erau imbrdcati obisnuit, nu ca tarani, ca intelectuali.
A.F.: Ce virste aveau?

L.S.: Tineri, bdtrani, erau copii, toate categoriile.

A.F.: Ce impresie v-au facut?

LS.: Impresie foarte buna. Stiam, ca eram intre ei cand luau
micul dejun, de regula oud, ca puneau ouale in jar, se
coceau acolo si asa le mancau. Curioasa fiind, intrebam de
ce asa?

A.F.: Ati cunoscut, in mod direct, pe vreunul dintre acesti evrei,
md refer la evreii care erau addpostiti in gospodiria tatalui Duvs.,
primarul?

L.S.: Da, intre care era un baiat, imi scapa numele. Eu aveam

un frate mai mare decat mine si ei s-au imprietenit. Se jucau
toatd ziua aici In curte, fetele cu pasari, cu ce era.
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A.F. : Despre ce altceva vd mai amintiti?
I.S.: Mi-a amintesc de la Arad, de Jutka...

A.F.: Dar despre copiii care se ascundeau aici? Erau de-o vdrsti
cu Dvs.?

LS.: Nu, nu erau mai mici si mai mult se jucau cu fratele
meu, care era elev la liceu.

A.F.: Ati stat de vorbd cu ei? Vi amintiti ceva?

LS.: Da, foarte bine ne-am inteles, stateau cu noi impreuna,
se jucau. O fetitd, Mariscuta o chema, nu stia bine
romaneste, se juca cu gdinile, cu puii din curte.

A.F.: Asa 1i spuneati Dvs.?

I.S.: Nu, asa o chema, dar nu mai stiu celalalt nume.

A.F.: Grajdul pe care-l avem chiar in fatd, de care ati vorbit, se
pastreazd ca si atunci?

LS.: Da, este exact acelasi si urcarea era prin grdadind, se
punea o scarad pe usd, pe unde se bdga fanul, (se dadea la
animale sd manance) sau prin grajd se putea urca.

A.EF.: Cum dormeau?

L.S.: Acolo era fan, se puneau cearceafuri, se puneau perini
si paturi.
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10. Ileana Popoviciu (Suciu) la virsta de 78 ani (cind ne-a acordat
interviu)

A.F.: Cam citi evrei erau addpostiti odatd? Cat de mare era un
grup de asemenea refugiati?

LS.: Nu era un grup mare, nu-mi amintesc sa fi fost mare, ca
dacd erau mai mult de 4 persoane, atunci mai dormeau in
grajd, era aranjat acolo tot ce trebuia. Daca nu, in casa.

A.F.: Deci 1i gdzduiati in casd, impreund cu familia?

LS.: Absolut, absolut, si mancau la noi si le pregatea
mama...
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A.F.: Ce stiti despre locul de unde erau adusi acesti refugiati si de
cdatre cine?

L.S.: Da, greu imi amintesc ca..., dar erau trecuti granita din
Ungaria in Romania, de reguld, asa stiu eu, pe la Subpiatra,
de unul caruia i se spunea Saica si de Diliman, a lui Florea
Deliman.

A.F.: Subpiatrd, era atunci localitate de granita?

I.S.: Cum era soseaua, partea stangd era la unguri, partea
dreaptd era la romani.

A.F.: Satul era impairtit sub doud administratii, ungureascd si
romaneasca?

I..S.: Trecerea era dupa necesitate.

A.F.: Deci, se putea trece foarte usor, dintr-o parte in cealaltd a
satului si, prin urmare, puteau...

L.S.: Ei 1i aduceau, cei de la Subpiatrd, pe evrei, ii imbracau
pe unii in hainele lor, haine taranesti, si-i aduceau la noi.

A.F.: Cat timp stdteau ascungi in casd la Dvs. si in grajd?

L.S.: Putin, pentru cad era...cum sa va spun, era o miscare
continua, adicd venea un grup, 3-4, poate si copii, depinde,
cum se nimerea. li duceau la Dobresti, la garid. Mama
mergea cu trenul, cu ei. Daca era cazul, pe femei le imbraca
in haine tardnesti si pe barbati 1i imbraca tarani si mergea cu
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grupul, i ducea cu cdruta, daca erau mai multi mergeau pe
jos, prin padure, insotiti de mama.

A.F.: Deci, mama Dus. ii conducea din Virciorog la Dobresti, de
unde luau trenul si apoi?

L.S.: §i apoi 1i ducea la Arad.
A.F.: Unde-i preda, da fapt, la cine?

I.S.: La rabin, nu mai stiu cum 1l chema, ca are un nume
interesant.

A.F.: Rabinul care, din cdte am inteles, i-a dat chiar o hdrtie de
multumire, un act tatilui dvs. Ce vd amintiti de acesta?

L.S.: Sigur, mi-amintesc ca statea pe strada Baritiu (orasul
Arad), nr. 14. Avea doua fiice si 0 nepoata..

AF.: Vreau si revenim la subiectul acesta legat de rabinul
ortodox din Arad, dar Tnainte as vrea sd vd intreb dacd oamenii
din satul Virciorog au aflat ceva despre ce ficea primarul
Popoviciu?

LS.: Da, au aflat, da ei stiau cd erau ceva spioni...si a avut
tata reclamatie, si o venit un control de la Bucuresti. Venind
la primadrie, cel care a fost chemat acolo (unul dintre
locuitori-n.n.), a si spus, fatd de tata, ca face spionaj cu
strdinii gi acum este spion la Dvs. acasa.

A.F.: Unde ne afldm acum?
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[.S.: Da, si atunci o venit cel de la Bucuresti in control aici,
sda vada spionul. Intrand inauntru, tata i-a zis: ,Da-ti
legitimatia dvs.”, si, dand legitimatia, culmea...era tot un
trimis care a ajuns inaintea lu cel care era acum, deci sd
cerceteze ce spioni sunt la noi in casa. $i cand o vdzut, o
ramas tablou, ca astia zice: , Poftim, aici 1i legitimatia, pe
cine am 1n casa!”. Si cu astea o cazut toate celea.

A.F.: Deci, nu s-a putut face nici un fel de anchetd, nici un fel de
rezultat din care sd se afle cd aici se addposteau refugiati evrei?

I.S.: Nu.

A.F.: De transportul lor se ocupa de aici, de la Virciorog, mama
Dus.?

LS.: Da, mama mergea pe jos sau cu caruta. Omul de
incredere era Malita Petru.

A.F.: Localnic?
I.S.: Localnic, avea cocie, cai...
A.F.: Carutd, adicd.

LS.: Caruta, da, si-i ducea cu caruta. Atatia ducea cati
incapeau odatd in cdruta si mama-i insotea.

A.F.: Deci, era vorba de grupuri, probabil 4-5 persoane, reduse,
pentru cd era periculos.
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L.S.: Mama imbrdca femeile in haine d-ale ei, depinde daca
erau mai in varsta.

A.F.: Putem considera aceastd actiune, vizutd de noi, astizi, ca o
actiune a unei filiere, deci trecerea frontierei, gazduirea lor aici, ca
o filierd, prin intermediul cdreia erau salvati de la moarte sigurdi
refugiati evrei?

LS.: Da, era o filierd, zic eu. S$i cand eram copil, am gandit
tot asa. Si acum. cu aceeasi impresie am ramas, pentru ca
erau dati in primire si rdspundeau de ei. Mama 1i insotea
pana cand 1i dddea in primire in Arad, la rabin.

AF.. V-a povestit ceva din cursul acestor transporturi
clandestine pe care le ficea la Arad, pe trenuri? Am inteles ci le
lua si bilete?

L.S.: Sigur, le lua bilete, se agseza in acelasi vagon cu cei pe
care 1i Insotea si, la Arad, 1i preda la rabin.

AF.: Ce vi amintiti despre prim-rabinul ortodox al Aradului,
Joachim Schreiber, care v-a dat acel act de multumire?

L.S.: Da, parca il vdd si acum. Asa mi-l imaginez ca si pe
Marx, asa cu o barba...

A.F.: De ce?

L.S.: Era cu o barba mare si indltime potrivitd, era foarte
comunicativ. Am stat la dansii, in fiecare sambata ma scotea
de la internat, cd eram clasa I la Arad, la Liceul Industrial.
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Ma ducea in familie si nu cunosteam obiceiurile care erau,
si odata am folosit un cutit la ceea ce nu trebuia, si indata
mi l-o luat doamna din mana si I-o bagat in pdmant. De ce si
cum, nu stiu. Nici acum nu stiu care era...

AF.: Despre familia acestui rabin vi mai amintiti ceva? De copii?

LS.: Da, era o fata mai mare, Helen o chema, sotul ei, parcs,
Banicd. Avea o fetita Iutka, cu care ma tot jucam acolo si, pe
urma, aveau o altd fata, care culmea nu semana deloc la
familie. Parcd o vad si acum, niste ochi frumosi albastri si era
blonda, dar nu-mi aduc aminte cum o chema. Asta era...

A.F.: §i cum s-a comportat, in afard de faptul cd vd invita acasd,
la masd, cind erati la internatul din Arad? Vi mai amintiti
altceva?

I.S.: Se duceau cu mine, imi ardatau materiale si mi-au
cumpadrat cateva metraje, m-o dus la croitoreasa, mi-o facut
niste rochii frumoase, cusute... si din materiale foarte bune.
Ca platea mama sau nu pldtea, asta nu stiu.

A.F.: De ce credeti dvs. cd aceastd familie, rabinul cu fiicele lui si
sotia acestuia se comportau astfel fatd de dvs.?

LS.: Parca eram copilul lor, in fiecare sambatda ma scoteau
de la internat. Nu, nu m-am gandit la ceva, numai ca mi-am
dat seama ca-s cunostinte bune de-ale parintilor mei.

A.F.: Vi amintiti si alt episod legat de faptul cd vindeau ciocolati
cu initialele tatdlui Dvs.?
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IS.: Da, da, de Craciun, cand pregateam pomul, ca de
fiecare datd, tata aducea cumparaturi, intre care si
bomboane de pom, ciocolatd si, odatd am vazut acolo, ca si
cum ar fi fost suhaide, ca sd va spun cum arata ciocolata
ceea, da, si Invelite in celofan, si pusa pe ele o eticheta: ,T.
Popoviciu”.

A.F.: Adicid numele tatilui dvs.?

LS.: Da, m-am gandit: ,Doamne, da ce-i?” Ei, trecand
timpul, si cand ne-o fdcut chiaburi (de regimul comunist-
n.n. A.F.), tata deja decedase, atunci m-am gandit ca a avut
tata nu stiu ce pravdlie, atunci am gandit, probabil ca o fi
scos autorizatie pe numele lui si toti vanzdtorii in pravdlie,
cand eu intram, la Arad, ma serveau imediat si nu plateam.
Atunci n-am realizat, dar cu timpul m-am gandit c3,
datorita carui fapt, se intampla asta. Si atunci am crezut ca
tata o scos autorizatie pentru ei.

A.F.: Nu numai asta. Era prietenul, de fapt, al rabinului?

L.S.: Absolut, erau in raporturi foarte bune

A.F.: Ce alte amintiri mai aveti?

LS.: Imi aduc aminte de o intamplare a mamei. Pe trei
doamne le-a imbracat in haine taranesti, dar cam
prea...sdreau in ochi, ca hainele erau prea frumos lucrate,

model national.

A.F.: Costumele?
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L.S.: Costumele, dar erau locale si se vedea fata, cd era o fata
find, nu de taranca. Si atrageau atentia, si atunci cand mama
o coborat din tren la Arad a fost opritd de politie, si cum era
imbracata in costumul care se poartd aici, avea actele celor
pe care 1i insotea puse la talie. A luat-o si pe ea politia, si s-a
gandit ca-i face perchezitie. Mergand pe drum in urma
politistilor, cum avea rochia legatd pe talie, o bagat mana la
spate, povestea mama, si le-o dat drumul la plicuri, la acte,
la ce-o fi avand. Politistii erau de o parte si de alta, la un pas
Inaintea ei.

A.F.: Este vorba, deci, de actele acelor femei evreice care erau
calduzite pand la Arad, de mama dvs.?

I.S.: Din moment ce aceste documente nu se aflau asupra
lor, iInseamna ca ceva era, nu stiu ce era...

A.F.: Ce vd amintiti de colaboratorii tatilui dvs.? Cine erau, cum
11 chema?

I.S.: A, de la Subpiatra. De la Subpiatra avea mare incredere
in unul Saica.

A.F.: Asta era o porecld?

L.S.: Asa cred, ca era o porecla, cum si la tata-i zicea Todea,
de la Popoviciu Teodor...

A.F.: Si ce ficeau ei?

1.S.: Ti trecea si ii aducea de la graniti la noi.
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A.F.: Stiti, cumoa, de unde erau adusi, locul, orasul?

LS.: Cred ca din Oradea, din imprejurimi, din teritoriul
Ungariei. Prin Subpiatra trecea soseaua. Un rand de case
era la unguri si unul la romani. Era foarte simplu, ca treceai
strada.

A.F.: Vi mai amintiti casele acestor cdlduze locale?

L.S.: De a lui Deliman nu stiu, dar de a lui Saica da, ca am
fost odata cu tata acolo, la Saica.

II.
INTERVIU CU VERISOARA D-NEI ILEANA

POPOVICIU (SUCIU), ANA VUC, din Timisoara
(Varciorog, judetul Bihor, in 24.09.2010)

A.F.: Vi rog sd-mi spuneti cine suntefi?

V.A.: Sunt nepoata lui Teodor Popoviciu.

A.F.: Ce ati facut in 1944 pentru refugiatii evrei?

V.A.: I-am servit la masa pe evreii care au fost adapostiti in
casa unchiului. Apoi, am reusit sa-i duc unde trebuia, unde

spunea unchiul meu sa-i ducem.

A.F.: Sialtceva?
V.A.: Buletinul (de identitate-n.n.) l-am dat uneia care imi
semdna putin, ca eu eram la scoald, la Timisoara. Acolo am
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anuntat la Monitorul Oficial ca am pierdut buletinul si pe
urmad am primit alt buletin.

A.F.: Cu intentia, sigur, de a o ajuta si se refugieze de aici, din
Virciorog, unde ne afldm acum. In ce oras au mers?

V.A.: Pai, de aici, au mers la Arad. De acolo, nu mai stiu
unde au mers. Stiu ca acolo era centrul, unde se adunau si

de acolo erau repartizati.

AF.: Vi mai amintiti, cumoa, cazuri asemdndtoare? Sau in familie dacd
mai era cineva care si-a dat actul de identitate unui refugiat evreu?

V.A.: Nu stiu, dar eu stiu ca eu l-am dat, ca unchiul
(primarul Teodor Popoviciu-n.n.) mi-a spus sa-1 dau si m-a
invatat ce sa fac cand ajung la Timisoara.

A.F.: Vi rog sd-mi spuneti numele clar.

V.A.: Vuc Ana.

A.F.: Unde locuiti actualmente?

V.A.: In Timisoara.

A.F.: Sunteti in vizitd la Varciorog?

V.A.: Da, la rudele mele. Acum ma duc la o sora, cd am aici
0 sora.

A.F.: La Virciorog? Pentru cd ne afldm in curtea casei fostului
primar Teodor Popoviciu?
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V.A..: Aici am facut toate vacantele si Teodor Popoviciu m-o
ajutat, fiindca mama o murit inaintea lui ...

A.F.: A fost tutorele dvs.?
V.A.: Da, a fost tutorele meu. A fost tutore oficial.
A.F.: L-ati cunoscut, deci?

V.A.: Cum sda nu? L-am cunoscut de cand eram mica,
fiindca tot pe la ei am stat mai mult.

A F.: Vi amintiti ceva de dumnealui? Cum era asa, ca om?

V.A.: Era un om foarte harnic, drept si corect. El avea
servitori, dar 1i punea cu el la masd, el n-o facut diferente
intre servitori si copiii lui. Pe toti 1i punea la masa.

AF.: [i trata omeneste pe absolut toti...
V.A.: El pe toata lumea o trata omeneste.

A.F.: Probabil ci tot comportamentul acesta l-a avut si fatd de
evrei, care I-a avut fatd de ceilalti?

V.A.: Stiu cd ma punea sd fac mancare, tdiam pui,
faceam supa si el imi spunea ce sa fac, cum sa-i servesc
pe oamenii care veneau la noi. li servea si sora la care
md duc eu acum, ea fdcea painea, ca sda fie paine
intotdeauna in casa.
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A.F.: Dacd vd mai amintiti cumva ceva de anul 1944, cind se
aflau aici refugiati. Ati intrat in legdturd cu ei? Ati putut vorbi
cu careva dintre ei? Stiau limba romand?

V.A.: Da, au fost unii care au stiut, au fost oameni foarte
culti intre ei: o fost un sot si o sotie foarte culti si tot timpul
se plimbau si discutau. Da, s-a putut vorbi, da.

AF.: Vi amintiti dacd in localitate se vorbea de acest fapt, si
despre primar cd gazduieste evrei?

V.A.: Nu stiu, cd eu numai aici, pe acasd, am stat, n-am
discutat prin sat, pentru cd unchiul meu cduta sa tina mai
secret treaba, sa nu se afle. i mie mi-a spus sa tac, sd nu
mai spun la nimeni nimic. $i mi-a spus ce trebuie sa fac ca
sa-mi primesc buletinul, dar altfel stiam ce se petrece in
interiorul nostru, in gospodarie.

A.F.: Se pdstra discretia absolutd?

V.A.: Da, se pastra, ca sa nu fie probleme.

I1I.
INTERVIU CU ANA BUCIU (nascuta Lasca), in satul

Supiatrd, judetul Bihor, sotia lui Craciun Buciu.
A.F.: Suntem in satul Subpiatrd, judetul Bihor, si vorbim cu?
A.B.: Ana Lasca (casatorita Buciu).

A.F.: Cum il chema pe tatil dvs.?
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A .B.: Florea Lasca.

AF.: Stiu cd prin sat trecea, in anul 1944, frontiera dintre
Romdnia si Ungaria, chiar in apropiere de aici. Dacd vd mai
amintiti in legdturd cu momentul acesta al razboiului, anul 1944,
dacd v-a povestit cumva tatil dvs. ceva despre trecerile care se
ficeau peste frontierd din Ungaria in Romdnia a unor evrei, si
dacd era implicat in asemenea treceri?

11. Florea Lasca din satul Subpiatrd
(al doilea din stdnga), una din cilduze
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A.B.: Am vazut, 1i aducea acasa.

A.F.: I-ati vazut cu ochii dvs.?

A.B.: Da.

A.F.: Ati vorbit cu ei ceva?

A.B.: Dar nu stiau romaneste.

AF.: i ascundeau in casd o perioadd si apoi ce se intdmpla?

A.B.: Cate o zi si o noapte 1i tinea, dar nu stia nimeni. Ii
aducea noaptea si 1i tinea aici pana 1i ducea la Varciorog.

A.F.: La cine 1i ducea la Virciorog?

A.B.: La tata doamnei (Ileana Suciu, care era prezenta -n.n.),
la Todea Vertii...

A.F.: Primarul din Virciorog?
A.B.: Primarul din Varciorog, da!
A.F.: Teodor Popoviciu?

A.B.: Da, 1i ducea la el, si apoi el de acolo nu stiu ce facea cu
ei, 1i ducea la Arad, or unde-i ducea, nu stiu.

A.F.: Vi aduceti aminte de ei?
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A.B.: Parca-i vad si acum, ca intre ei erau si niste doamne
frumoase tare si tinere.

A.F.: Cam ce vdrste aveau? Copii erau intre ei?
A.B.: Erau si prunci d-astia mai mici, mai tineri.
A.F.: Erau imbrdcati ca la oras?

A.B.: Da, cala oras, nu ca la noi, ca la noi erau tarani d-aistea. ..

IV.
INTERVIU CU CRACIUN BUCIU din satul
Subpiatra, judetul Bihor (24.09.2010):

A.F.: Ne aflim in satul Subpiatrd, judetul Bihor, in locuinta lui
Crdciun Buciu.

A.F.: Cine era Teodor Rotar?

B.C.: Rotar a fost tatdl meu vitreg. El m-o crescut pe mine de mic.
A.F.: Ce porecli avea?

B.C. : Saica. Asa-l stia lumea pe aici, Saica.

A.F.: Stiti cumva de faptul cd, in anii razboiului, mai exact in
1944, a fost implicat in vreo actiune de trecere a refugiatilor evrei

peste frontierd din Ungaria in Romania?
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B.C.: Era.

A.F.: Ce ficea? Mai exact.

B.C. : Ii trecea, ci aici era frontiera.

A.F.: La ce distantd fatd de casa unde ne aflidm cum?

B.C.: 100 de metri.

A.F.: Cum se desfasurau actiunile acestea?

B.C. : Domnule, batranul meu Saica a facut contrabanda cu
aur si altele, si pe urma jidanii o venit In Romania, s-au
refugiat aici.

A.F.: Evrei, sd le spunem evrei...

B.C. : Evreii, ei or trecut pe aici pe la noi, si Saica batranul
era tanar atunci, 1i ducea ca era una cu socru-meu atunci
(Lasca, zis si Deliman-n.n.), cu Dilimanu, 1i ducea la
Varciorog si d-acolo 1i ducea la Arad.

A.F.: Deci, era o filierd bine organizatd, Lasca Florea, Teodor Rotar
(zis Saica) si primarul din Virciorog, care 1i transportau de aici pand
la Arad. Se trecea greu frontiera? Ziua, noaptea, cum era?

B.C.: Treceau si ziua, treceau si noaptea. Nu era asa mare paza
pe ea. Si granicerii dstia romani cu cei unguri se impdcau bine

unii cu altii si majurul acela al ungurilor o venit aicea in
crasmd, in sat, cu al nost majur de la Varciorog.
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A.F.: Ce fiaceau? Beau cite un pahar?

B.C.: Or baut, s-or dus si la crasma impreund cu granicerii,
se impdcau bine, n-aveau conflicte de frontiera sau altele.

A.F.: Probabil cd si localnicii se impdcau cu granicerii?

B.C.: Cu romanii da, si cu ungurii se impacau, dar nu chiar
ca si cu romanii nosti.

AF.: Ati aflat vreodatd dacd Saica, adicd Rotar, era inteles cu
granicerii ca sd ajute la trecerea evreilor, in sensul ca si inchidd

granicerii ochii?

B.C: Nu. Pe romani nu-i prea interesa, dar tot se fereau de
granicerii romani si de granicerii maghiari.

A.F.: Inseamnd cd ficeau lucrurile cit mai discret, ca sid nu se
stie.

B.C.: Da, da era secreta trecerea.
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Lista figurilor

10.

11.

Teodor T. Popoviciu, primarul comunei Virciorog (in anii
1918-1919)

Florian Popoviciu (medic), fost condamnat la moarte de
garzile bolsevice in aprilie 1919

Primarul din Vidrciorog (in anul 1944), Teodor Popoviciu,
organizatorul filierei de salvare a evreilor

Ileana Popoviciu, sotia primarul din Varciorog, care a avut
rolul de gazdd si calduzd

Casa primarului din Virciorog, Teodor Popoviciu, in care
au fost addpostiti evreii trecuti granita din Ungaria in
Romdnia (primdvara si vara anului 1944)

Podul grajdului in care cu fost addpostiti, in unele nopti,
evreii refugiati din Ungaria

Imagine cu satul Virciorog si locurile prin care erau adusi
din satele Subpiatrd si Hotar evreii refugiati

Interviul luat de Antonio Faur, in septembrie 2010,
doamnei Ileana Popoviciu (Suciu), in curtea casei natale
Ileana Popoviciu la vdrsta de 12 ani.

lleana Popoviciu (Suciu) la vdrsta de 78 ani (cand ne-a
acordat interviul).

Florea Lasca din satul Subpiatrd (al doilea din stinga), una
din calduze
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A PROBLEM OF A REAL INTEREST FOR
CONTEMPORARIES

Of the unfathomable series of past occurrences we
sometimes turn our eye to those who have a recognized
relevance, or to those who for professional reasons are
objectives of priority historical research. The latter category
is part of our interest in an issue less investigated, but has
undeniable significance. It's about the work carried out in
1944, by many inhabitants of Transylvania and, more
narrowly, of Bihor County, putting at risk their own lives,
to save from certain death the Jews in Hungary and the
Northern Transylvania, helping them to illegally cross the
border from Hungary to Romania.

We confess that the impetus for research (in archive
and on ground, in the villages near the former border) we
have received from the readings (of scientific and
publishing nature) where they written, especially after 1989,
about the existence of some “networks of humanity”,
intended to provide an opportunity to the Jews from the
mentioned territory to survive. Indeed, these “actions”
implied real risks, including also the loss of the guide’s life,
but they were characterized by a “moving humanity”, an
essential component of inter human solidarity.

Decisive for our concerns in this direction were the
following reflections of the scholar Raoul Sorban whose
contribution to rescue the Jews was assessed with the title of

99

https://biblioteca-digitala.ro



Antonio Faur

Righteous among Nations, conferred by the Memorial
Institute of Yad Vashem Martyrs and Heroes of Jerusalem:
“In my opinion, they would deserve this action - the second as
widespread and successful, after the action of saving the Jews in
France, by crossing the Pyrenees in the years 1942-1944 (and
about which were made memorable films, by this being
evidenced the humanitarian value of such steps — our italics)
- not only because of its involvement in the conduct of the
Romanians, but especially due to the fact that Jews themselves
have the right to know ... not only the enemies and murderers
of their people, but also the friends they had”*' (our italics-A.F.).
The evoked prospect seems to us necessary pressing because
there are still in life some of the young Jews who are the
beneficiaries of this rescue activity, being able to offer the
posterity own testimonies that could replenish the
documentary information maintained in the funds of some
archives of the state, of the institutions and individuals.

Simultaneously, it is required the addressing of
some dramatic realities of the last years of the World War II
(1944-1945) both by traditional methods (to investigate the
documentary funds for the detection of accurate and
incontestable data, about the tragic situation of the Jews in
the countries under the Nazi rule) and, by those modern, of
interdisciplinary nature, of a certain utility being the oral
investigation which we also used it to elaborate this work,
where we valorized a probative archival information, that
we filled it with that derived from a few interviews of four
witnesses and participants in the events outlined.

31 Constantin Mustata, Un interviu — document, capturat de Securitate,
in his book entitled Dialoguri cu Raoul Sorban, Anotimp Publishing
House, Oradea, 2002, p. 223
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Their image is much wider in case of use of more
complementary sources, the reconstructed history being,
thus, and closer to truth, more attractive to the
contemporary readers.

These introductory lines also aim the manner how
the issue we deal with was reflected in several books that
precede us. In The History of the Jews in Transylvania (1623 -
1944), Moshe Carmilly-Weinberger - reveals the facts that
he has known through direct experience: “Their work (of
rescue and help the Jews passed over the border from
Hungary to Romania — our note) dangerous could not be
carried out successfully to an end without the cooperation of
the intellectuals, priests and Romanian peasants. On the line of
the Romanian-Hungarian border, from Arad to Brasov, in
several places “gaps” have appeared (in Arad, Beius, Oradea,
Ludus, Sarmas) and on Feleac hill, the Somesul Rece area -
Cluj - Aiton - Turda offered the possibility of saving of more
thousands of Jews”® (our italics —A.F.). There are offered
some names® of “good people” from Cluj area who
contributed to saving the Jews in this region, by passing
them - by engaged guides - from Hungary to Romania.

In the Final Report of the International Commission
for Holocaust Study in Romania® we meet considerations of
obvious scientific probity, which we reproduce for their
relevance: “In Romania, under the mentioned circumstances
in the number of the “Righteous among Nations”, who were

32 Moshe Carmilly-Weinberger, Istoria evreilor din Transilvania, (1623-
1944), Encyclopedic Publishing House, Bucharest, 1994, p. 174

3 See Moshe Carmilly-Weinberger, op. cit., p. 174-175.

3 [t was published under the title Raport final by Polirom Publishing
House of Iasi, in 2005.
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willing to take the risks to help or save the Jews in danger is
small (60, by June 2004). But, certainly there was also as in
other countries, a number of people hardly to be determined which
would enter the criteria established by the Committee of Yad
Vashem, the award of the medal and the title of “Righteous
among Nations”. Their recognition depends, to a great
extent, on the existence of the direct testimonies and the
perseverance of the surviving witnesses to take the necessary
steps to build a convincing file. In many cases those rescued
were entered in the midst of hectic life after the war, emigrated or
simply have found private methods to reward the rescuer
and his family, neglecting the official and symbolic recognition of
that who saved them”3> (our italics-A.F.).

It is profoundly true that it was inexplicably shown a
disregard for this chapter of the existence of those concerned,
that was of a real dramatic, leaving the task to the historians to
address in a systematic and fair manner, the reconstruction of
these circumstances and, mutatis mutandis, the finding of other
rescuers from death of the Jews of Hungary and the Northern
Transylvania, who were undoubtedly more numerous® than
the researchers managed so far to identify them referring to
their humanitarian work.

We remember from the same Final Report the
following interrogation of the President of the Commission
too, the writer Elie Wiesel, (Nobel prize laureate for

% Jbid, p. 201

% “The forms of solidarity between the Romanians and Jews have not been
researched and revealed sufficiently. No doubt those actions to save the Jews
during the Holocaust are more numerous than those suggested so far. This is an
issue that deserves thorough, to present a balanced picture and close to reality of
the years 1940-1944” (our italics — A.F.) (Final Report, p. 294-295).
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literature): “There were good and brave Romanians who
risked their own lives and saved the honor of their nation,
who opposed to the oppression and killing their fellow
citizens¥” - and they deserve our deepest gratitude - but why
were they so few?”. One answer lies in the fact that no
investigations were carried out systematically and
efficiently in this direction.

During our research, we found some substantial
funds, which contain documents relating to the rescue
efforts for Jews and the aid given on the Romanian
territory, but also about the attitude of some institutions of
the Romanian state towards them. They outline some
fruitful possibilities, which we will try to valorize in the
coming years. So far, we developed and recently edited a
book that includes a nearly 200 documents of this nature,
discovered in the Bihor Gendarmerie Legion, held in the
National Archives - Bihor County®.

¥ It is particularly important in this report, Consul General Dr.
Michael Marina confession in the sense that the Romanian Consulate
in Oradea were received provisions from the Foreign Ministry in
Bucharest, as members of the diplomatic institutions to intervene for
removal from the ghettos (including the Oradea-NN) of Jews,
Romanian citizens (our italics. - AF), whom we would send into the
country “(Mihai Marina, Nu puteam ramdne impasibili, in Magazin
istoric, 1976, no. 6, p. 39).

3 Raport final, p. 15 (Din mesajul presedintelui Comisiei Internationale pentru
Studierea Holocaustului in Romania, Elie Wiesel, November 11t 2004)

% Antonio Faur, Romania — , poarti deschisi” pentru salvarea evreilor (aprilie-
august 1944) din Ungaria si Transilvania de Nord. Contributii documentare,
University of Oradea Publishing House, Oradea, 2010, 405 p.
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Referring to the actions in saving the Jews of the
Northern Transylvania, the historian of Cluj, Ladislau
Gyémant, recorded in his valuable book about the Jews of
Transylvania, a few names of personalities who have made
such commendable acts, concluding that despite of all these
“true acts of heroism, the number of those rescued was only
a drop in the ocean of the huge and irretrievable losses
caused to the Jews in the Northern Transylvania. The
survivors, whose percentage has not exceeded 10-15%,
carriers of an incurable trauma, never succeeded, with all
the post-war efforts to rebuild the size and splendor of a
Transylvanian Hebrew life forever lost”4.

In his book about the Holocaust in Romania,
Transnistria and the Northern Transylvania, Tesu Solomovici
writes a few lines about those “Romanians of humanity”
who risked their life “to save Hebrew lives”4. He also
developed a list of people, which included 41 people who
have been recognized by the Israel state as “Righteous of
the Nations” in their memory a tree being planted on the
Righteous path of the Jerusalem forest. The mentioned
author says that, besides these, they could make “a long list
with names of Romanians who have not remained
indifferent to the sufferings of the Jews”42. We agree with

4 Ladislau Gyémant, Evreii din Transilvania. Destin istoric, Romanian
Cultural Institute Publishing House, Cluj-Napoca, 2004, p. 127

41 Tesu Solomovici, Istoria Holocaustului din Romdnia, Transnistria si
Transilvania de Nord, Tesu Publishing House, Bucharest, p. 272

2 bid, p. 275-277. Tesu Solomovici also completes (on a full-page
book), with new names, the list mentioned. And it is a beginning,
because the archives have remained anonymous in memory of those
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the respective assertion, to which we would add that, in
order to materialize this idea, there is necessary thorough
documentary and systematic investigations by true
professionals who know the powers of the institutions of
the time (gendarmerie, border police, military courts,
prefectures, etc.).

There is the opinion, quite widespread, that the issue
in question is not quite elucidated, but in a lesser degree (its
research being in its infancy) so that some actions would be
extremely useful having as result the discovery of its other
aspects and priority, to identify the names of the rescuers,
but also of the Jews who remained alive because of them, so
that there is no more uncertainty or controversy on such
aspects of the tragedy of the World War II that produced so
many casualties among the peoples of the world, but
especially of the Jews in Europe.

Given this, we were concerned — during the last time
— about the establishment of some “branches” or
“networks” in Bihor, through which they were smuggled
past the border between Hungary and Romania, the Jews
from the territory of Hungary and the Northern
Transylvania. We had the satisfaction, after a claimed labor
to discover some of these “gates” to freedom*}, about which
nothing was written up now.

We gathered in the meantime, some other
information about one of the areas where this activity has

involved or more names of people who were saved from death
Hebrew, than we know of works that have appeared so far.
# See our book cited at note 9 and the references in its subsoil.
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been particularly effective because of the manner how the
organizer of the “branch” — the Mayor of Varciorog, Teodor
Popoviciu - managed to save, with the help of his wife and
of some of his collaborators from certain death hundreds of
Jews, whom he crossed the border from Hungary to
Romania, and then transported them to Arad, where from
they obtained documents and could move across the
country.

To achieve the most rigorous examination of the
functioning manner of this “branch”, we proceeded to
investigate some witnesses and participants, who
“enlightened” by their memories - some stories about these
events, making easier an accurate reconstruction of the
truth that the Popoviciu “branch” was one of the best
organized and, consequently, by which they saved from
certain death hundreds of Jews.

This “branch” was not known until recently*, and
our recent investigations, are represented by a number of
four interviews, contributed to the considerable expansion
of the angle of view and to clarify some things, facilitating
the development of this work, that takes out of the
historical anonymity a number of people (from Bihor
places) who risked their lives during the Holocaust and
saved from “certain death” hundreds of Jews.

The documentary support of the work is, in our
opinion, enlightening. It consists of information from

# Antonio Faur, The Contribution of the Mayor Teodor Popoviciu (from
Virciorog, Bihor County) to the Salvation of Hundreds of Jews form
,Certain Death” (1944), in Studia Europaea, Cluj-Napoca, 2008, no. 3, p.
101-108
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archives (state and private) and those “produced” by the
oral investigation, finally detaching the conclusion that the
mayor Popoviciu (of Varciorog, Bihor County), who died in
1945, can be considered post-mortem, one of the Righteous
among Nations.

Over 66 years have passed since he has done his
“duty of man”, risking his life and liberty, because, even
now, after so long, to let them know his facts and to receive
the same recognition as other “saviors” from death of the
Jews whose names were not included in lists of “people of
humanity”#.

% The expression belongs to Tesu Solomovici. See his book, which
we quoted on page 275.
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TEODOR POPOVICIU'S MEMBERSHIP
TO AN IMPORTANT PEASANT FAMILIY
FROM VARCIOROG VILLAGE (BIHOR
COUNTY)

Varciorog village is situated in a hilly area typical for
the Transylvanian pastoral area, where the alternation of
hill-valley is a characteristic note, and the places are very
beautiful, especially in the autumnal lights, with the bright
coloring, evident in the tree gardens, in the fields from
which the crops were collected and the multicolored forests.
Here you have that feeling - that “eternity was born in
village” - which was integrated by the great poet Lucian
Blaga into a penetrated and defining phrase. In such a
nature sequence with multiple echoes in the historical
times, stunt people were born and raised in national and
genuine Christian spirit, who served both the public
interest and that of some contemporaries who have reached
limit situations, who were in 1944, the Jews in Hungary and
the Northern Transylvania.

The first Popoviciu, who marked the history of the
settlement, in the early 20t century, was Teodor Popoviciu,
who played a key role in carrying the fight for the national
unity in the village Varciorog area. Some except references
about his work in the memorable year 1918, but also on his
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personality, have been published in a book of memoir
confessions! published in 1993.

The answer he gave on February 21st 1934, the
notary C. Doniga, at a call launched by Teodor Nes (the
Head of the High School “Emanuil Gojdu” from Oradea),
we learn some basic data about “crossing through time” of
Teodor T. Popoviciu. He was born on January 13t 1868,
the locality Serghis (of Tileagd county subdivision). He
attended only five “primary classes” in the Orthodox
religious school in his native village. He married a girl
from the village Varciorog, whom he has linked definitely
his existence. Because of his entrepreneurial spirit, he
became the mayor of this village, which he led like “the
shepherd his flock”2.

He knew how to perform community services in a
time of great difficulties for the Romanians over here of the
Carpathians - ruled by the Austro-Hungarian Empire — the
mayor Teodor T. Popoviciu has won a real prestigious and
an indisputable authority, residents of the settlement
according him “obedience” as to a “real chief”. Moreover,
he has also influenced the Romanian people’s attitude in
the nearby villages (Serghis, Fasca and Tileagd), who
considered him as an advocate for their rights so that they
have participated in all national events organized by him.
In the so-called “Hungarian era”, he “behaved” as a “true

! Flaminia Faur, Midrturii documentare despre evenimentele din Bihor
(noiembrie 1918 — aprilie 1919). 75 de ani de la Marea Unire, ,,Cele trei
Crisuri” Cultural Fundation, Oradea, 1993, p. 129-130

2 National Archives - Bihor County, fond Colectia de documente, file
190, £. 180
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Romanian”3, which that was not less so in those times when
it was forged the political destiny of the Romanian nation.

As a culmination of his work in the national political
life plan, of a simple peasant of Crisana, is recorded the
moment when he was elected delegate of Varciorog village
- and concomitantly of the county subdivision of Alesd* - at
the Grand National Assembly from Alba Iulia, on
December 1st 1918, where he voted with conviction and
determination, along with the other delegates from all the
Romanian historical provinces of the former dual monarchy
(Transylvania, Banat, Crisana and Maramures) the union of
these territories with Romania.

So, he was involved, as representative of all the
Romanian citizens in an area as ethnically representative, in
the great event of the union with the Romanians over the
Carpathians, feeling - with a natural intensity — the
fundamental event for Great Romania foundation. He
returned home, where he made propaganda to this
historical act and took the lead of the National Guard in
Varciorog, whose commander’ he was in the period

3 Flaminia Faur, op. cit., p. 130

41918 la romdni. Documentele Unirii. Unirea Transilvaniei cu Romdnia. 1
decembrie 1918, Scientific and Encyclopedic Publishing House,
Bucharest, 1989, p. 55. In the minutes (of November 12/15% 1918) of
the national assembly (elections) of the “administrative circle” Alesd
noted that “the unanimity of votes to be elected delegates met at the
Grand National Assembly from Alba Iulia in this net, next: Dr. Aurel
Lazar (most popular national leader of Crisana areas), losif Tardu
(from Sacadat ), the owner Teodor Popoviciu (of Varciorog), Dimitrie
Bradea (from Ponoara) and Teodor Manea (of Bratca) (Ibid, p. 55).

5 Flaminia Faur, op. cit., p. 129
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November 1918 - April 1919. To this guard took part, along
with other people, also his sons Simion T. Popoviciu and
Florian Popoviciu®.

After taking the power - also in the parts of Crisana- by
the representatives of the Bolshevik power of Bela Kun,
instituted in Hungary in the second half of March 1919, they
carried out a repression protest against the activists for the
union with Romania, reflected in bloody deeds, as have been
killed in a bestial way, the national fighters dr. Ioan Ciordas
and dr. Nicolae Bolcas of Beius, or Nicolae Bogdan (of Sustiu)
or of other defenders of Great Romania. And, also in the
county subdivision of Alesd, tragic events took place,
especially in the localities on the Crisul Repede Valley.

In this cloudy and uncontrollable context, the two
sons, Florian and Simon, of the mayor Teodor Popoviciu
were captured and taken to ,Bolsheviks” in Tileagd, after
they disarmed the Romanian National Guard of Varciorog.
There they have been ,,imprisoned and sentenced to death””
after a brief research and on the basis of information about
their activity as members of the national guards in
Varciorog, Serghis and Tetchea. The other ,guardists” have
~escaped” in mountains and forests.

The moments of tension and fear experienced by the
mayor T. Popoviciu’s family are described by the notary C.
Doniga: ,There were saved (Simon T. Popoviciu and
Florian T. Popoviciu - our note) in the following
circumstances: the wife of mayor Popoviciu T. Teodor...
went to the lumber company’s director of Lazuri, who was
the Bolsheviks’” commander in this range (Mr. Popoviciu

¢ Ibid
7 1bid
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was in good relationship with the company’s director) and
complained about what happened. The director, who had
his brother in Tileagd, also director of the lumber factory in
Tileagd, the Bolsheviks” commander in Tileagd (both Jews),
told him to stop crying, that his children will be home
tonight and they escaped of execution. They were sentenced
to death. Only, they were not executed”®.

On April 19th 1919, the Romanian troops started
from Ciucea the military actions to release Crisana. ,When
to the Romanian Army came (in Varciorog-our note) - notes
the above mentioned notary - the National Guard came out,
caught the Bolsheviks, disarmed them and the weapons
were brought by Mr. Popoviciu T. Teodor to the
department, at Tileagd, then submitted to the Romanian
Army Command in Oradea. Great celebration was then.
They put out the national [flags] of hidings... The Commander of
the Romanian army was at the place of Mr. Popoviciu. T. Teodor
and took minutes and got about what happened”.

Recalling these dramatic moments, but also uplift
(due to reaching the national ideal and freedom), it seems
obvious the fact that they condense a deep involvement of
the mayor Teodor T. Popoviciu’s family therein who, after
taking part to the elative moments of the realization of the
full national unity, fell prey to a great spiritual attempt, due
to the death sentence by the Bolsheviks in Tileagd, of the
two sons, who were to be executed.

The saving came from the Hebrew directors of the
lumber factories in Lazuri and Tileagd, who in their turn,
were brothers (and they were in the best relationship with

8 Ibid
o Ibid
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the mayor of Varciorog). The bold decision of the two
commanders of the Bolsheviks in these localities marked the
last part of Teodor T. Popoviciu’s life, creating a strong
special psychological link of his family with the Jews from the
areas of Crisana. The gratitude of Popoviciu family of
Varciorog towards them could manifested plenarily in the
circumstances of the year 1944, when another mayor of
Varciorog, with the same name (Teodor Popoviciu), helped
saving from certain death hundreds of Jews in Hungary and
the Northern Transylvania. They may, therefore, found a link
over for nearly a quarter of a century, between the ,acts of
humanity” of different generations, but which in exceptional
circumstances, have shown courage and humanitarian spirit.

After he ,,saw the national opera fulfilled”, to which he
has contributed to a significant extent, Teodor T. Popoviciu
,retired” from the mayor (and being too old), taking care of
his own household. In 1934 he lived , dignified and peaceful”.
,He welcomed at his home with open arms, everyone who
came into the village. He provided them with a complete
hospitality without receiving something. He liked to talk to
learned people”. Although he was no longer active in politics,
he harbored ,liberal feelings”. The village heads asked him
again, sometimes, advice.

His image of the wise of the village, who gathered
much useful experience in hard times, was still alive after 15
years from inserting the Romanian government in the
historical province of Crisana. He was because of his
entrepreneurial spirits the richest man in the village of
Varciorog!.

10 Jbid
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Regarding his family, it was quite large. The mayor
Teodor T. Popoviciu had many ,,sons and daughters”, among
whom the following lived in 1934: Dr. Simon T. Popoviciu
(lawyer in Alesd), Dr. Florian Popoviciu (district doctor in
Cluj), Petru T. Popoviciu (,leading” innkeeper and owne in
Varciorog) and Ileana Popoviciu'! (married to a butcher in
Oradea). Among his children, who died young, we remember
the one who was Ileana Popoviciu's father, who was raised by
her grandfather, Teodor T. Popoviciu, because both parents
(her mother and father) ended early their days'2.

For his granddaughter Ileana, so popular, her
grandfather ,looked for” a husband who had to meet two
conditions: 1. be named Popoviciu (to continue his name and
deeds), 2. be a man of recognized moral and household
qualities (because he had to manage an important asset of
over 9 hectares). He was found in the person of Teodor
Popoviciu'®>, who fully confirmed the requirements of the
,old” Popoviciu, also becoming mayor of the village. This is
the ,man” whom we are having in view further on, refreshing
one of his ,expressions” in another historical time, but just as
overwhelming. It's about his saving condition from ,certain
death” of hundreds of Jews in Hungary and the Northern
Transylvania.

1 Ibid

12 The information come from her daughter, who is also called Ileana
(and the grand granddaughter of Teodor T. Popoviciu), married to
Suciu engineer and lives in Oradea. This gave us a precious

interview, published it in this book.
13 Jbid
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MAYOR TEODOR POPOVICIU - THE
ORGANIZER OF A “BRANCH” IN
BIHOR COUNTY TO RESCUE THE JEWS
FROM DEATH (1944)

Prior to present the activity of “savior” of Teodor
Popoviciu there are some aspects to be explained which are in
close relationship with him. Firstly, it should be noted that he
was in 1944, one of the wealthiest peasants in Varciorog. They
added to his legacy (from his own family) those nearly 10
hectares of land brought by his young wife, Ileana Popoviciu.
Thus, he has made a real asset (for the settlement mentioned),
that could provide him a convenient existence and worry-free
materials.

In other news, the segmentation of Bihor into two
counties (one in Romania, other in Hungary) - determined by
the application of the Vienna Diktat (on August 30" 1940) —
resulted in the discontinuation of the free communication
between all its inhabitants (Romanians, Hungarians, Jews and
others) because of an artificial boundary, passing just a few
miles North of the village Varciorog so that, to maintain his
relations with the people from Oradea, he was forced to
illegally cross the new border between Romania and
Hungary. As he was already a famous man, resorted to
intermediaries who, in their turn, knew well the geographical
and political realities of the Oradea, this being one of the
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centers of the Northern Transylvania by which (and to which)
turned some Jews from Hungary and the Northern
Transylvania, as well to Arad, in order to pass successfully the
border into Romania, to avoid imminent death.

The researches that we conducted reveal another facet
of this personality which reflected a humanitarian attitude in
troublous time both for Jews and for Romanians. He had to
“share” the time between the two or three components of the
saving “network” which he had organized, to make it
functional during the period of maximum urgency of its using
(April-August 1944). Further on, we will refer to all these to
decipher a mechanism which we consider to be typical of
those risky and dramatic circumstances, when the solidarity
among people was imperative necessary.

Documentary Entries about the Mayor Teodor Popoviciu’s
Activity (in the year 1944)

We note, from the very beginning, that they are
sketchy!, but they have an undeniable relevance. In a
statement signed by the agent 246 (identified by us in the
person of sergeant Vasile Muresan, who was indeed a secret
agent of the Legion of Gendarmes?), on May 28t 1944, he let
know that he was sent to research on May 21t 1944 on the

1 If the researches will be continued, it is possible to discover other
information (most important) on how to fulfill the duties of mayor,
certainly in the benefit of the community. From the perspective of
this paper (not intention to become a monographic study) can call
only those documentation records covering the year 1944, which are
indeed quite rare.

2 See Antonio Faur, Romdnia — poartd deschisd...”, p. 108-109.
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base of a “search order” of the mayor of Varciorog, about
whom the Gendarmerie Inspectorate of Timisoara — as a
tutelary authority - asked a thorough check as there were
circulating some information on the illegal activities® which
Teodor Popoviciu would have done for many years.
Moving into the village Varciorog the above
mentioned agent has contacted the mayor Teodor Popoviciu,
the members of his family (for example, he also talked to one

3 It was about the “gold smuggling”, which he has made with Deliman
Vasile (from field investigations, we determined that he was called, in
fact, Florea Lasca, from the village Subpiatrd). In 1943, for example, as a
result of the relationships Teodor Popoviciu had with “the Jews of Arad
and Timisoara, where he often went” (our italics-A.F.), he bought golden
objects and passed them with Deliman Vasile’s help in Hungary. In
confirmation of this information was the fact that Deliman Vasile
Hungarian was caught by the Hungarian authorities and sentenced to
one year in prison, which he executed in Oradea (The National Archives
- Bihor County, Bihor Gendarmerie Legion Fund, Inv. 32, dos. 45/1944, {.
1058-1059). In his turn, the agent 246 finds that these things are true, so
they were, throughout the period 1940-1944, “business” connections
between the commercials in Oradea and the two mentioned (Teodor
Popoviciu and Vasile Deliman, ie. Florea Lasca), who have been
smuggling golden objects, which have been actually also by the
gendarmerie authorities. They often have not known the whole truth
(i.e., that it was done under the cover of the gold smuggling, the illegal
passing activity, with the help of a well-developed branch, of several
Jews from Hungary and the Northern Transylvania in Romania), or
they preferred to deal with issues that belonged to criminal law and fell
under the law. As apparent from other sources (which calls this work),
the Bihor police also knew other acts of the mayor of Varciorog and his
collaborator Florea Lasca from Subpiatrd, which consisted in carrying
out actions of rescue the Jews on the territory of Oradea city and the
Northern part of Bihor County.
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of his daughters, Ileana Popoviciu, who was only 12 years old
trying to “pull out” from her, using specific methods to his
profession, some information on the involvement of Teodor
Popoviciu in the rescue activities of the Jews*). The agent
states that he “found among the inhabitants of the village
Varciorog some complaints against the mayor” because “he
would not fear of duty” and “he’s not interested in the
administration of the village” so, he did not meet -
appropriately — the obligations of a mayor, but he was “always
out looking for his personal affairs in Arad and Timisoara” having
“contacts with various suspect individuals”®. (our italics-A.F.).

It is obvious that the statements of the agent guard had
as source his discussions with the inhabitants of Varciorog,
among whom there also were some who did not too much
sympathized the mayoré, or even they envied him for his

4 This information was supplied by Ileana Popoviciu (married Suciu),
resident in Oradea, who told us with humor, the episode when
Vasile Muresan agent tried to cheat her, to make her to confess that
she accompanied his father from Romania and Hungary border,
passing through the village Subpiatra. If she admitted this, they
would have followed questions about what she “made there”, at the
border, the mayor Teodor Popoviciu. It was difficult to provide
“explanations” which do not bring him in a hopeless situation and
recognize the truth that he was in charge with “the illegal crossing” —
of the Jews from Hungary to Romania.

5 National Archives — Bihor County, Bihor Gendarmerie Legion Fund,
file 45/1944, £. 1058-1059

¢ There were, of course, “intrigued” by the fact that the mayor “was
doing well”, he was often left in Arad and Timisoara, which was
suspicious, as he would have been “involved in illicit business” such as
smuggling of precious metals. Somehow, this “interpretation” of the
situation had a positive effect, because the main concern of the mayor
was wangled, that of the organizer of the “branches” of illegal crossing
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prosper material situation (as compared with the poor
“world” of the village, which was facing great economic
difficulties). The agent noted in his report, also that on May
25t 1944, the mayor of Varciorog “was visited by a foreign
individual”” (probably a lawyer from Timisoara), without
being possible to state “what he sought” in the village. We
may, as a hypothesis, to assume that that stranger was one of
the people whom Teodor Popoviciu cooperated with, to place
the Jews refugee from Hungary and the Northern
Transylvania in the towns of Arad and Timisoara. Both urban
centers in the Western country were priority targets for Jews
and, as such, the mayor’s interest was to maintain active his
relations with the Jewish communities of Arad and Timisoara,
as well with some representatives of the authorities.
Remember, especially, the specification in the same
document on the thoughts of which he was animated (he
communicated only with people who worked with on
“administrative line” and about whom he thought they were
discreet, which sometimes did not happen): “In front of the
sub notary Hodisan® he said that the same Jews take out us of the
deadlock in [through] the country passes, so we have to live with

the border by the Jews, whom then hosted them and sent, with safe
guide (his wife, lleana) to Arad. In other words, the police were on a
secondary “trail” the smuggler accuses being extremely difficult to be
proved because he was never recorded in such a situation.

7 Antonio Faur, The contributions of mayor Teodor Popoviciu (from
Virciorog), Bihor county to the salvation of hundreds of Jews from , certain
death” (1944), in Studia Europaea, 2008, no. 3, p. 101. Idem, Contributia
primarului Teodor Popoviciu (din Virciorog, judetul Bihor), la salvarea de
la ,,moarte sigurd” a sute de evrei (1944), in Antonio Faur, Romdnia —
»poartd deschisi” ..., p. 35

8 Here is one of the “sources” of information of agent 246.
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them” 9 (our italics-A.F.). So, the mayor Teodor Popoviciu
“actively expressed some positive beliefs to the ethnic Jews, at
a time when they were treated discriminatorily and in the
North, the Horthy authorities organized the ghettos, among
which, the largest was in Oradea, so close enough to the
village Varciorog”10.To express, in May, 1944, the belief that
the Jews would be a certain element of support for the
Romanian state meant a proof of the visionary spirit of the
mayor of Varciorog who acted according to these
considerations detached from any realities of material content.

The Organization and Functioning Manner of the
Popoviciu “Branch”

As we noted in the previous lines, Teodor Popoviciu,
having an advantageous position (as mayor of the village
Varciorog), has maintained throughout the four years
(1940-1944) active relations with the Jews from the Northern
Bihor, under Hungarian administration. He succeeded,
however, to form a “team” of collaborators (of whom we
know some, that in the future remains to be identified
others too, through a research effort directed specifically),
with whom, he established in 1944, a true “branch” to
saving the Jews, that was also very effective!l.

° National Archives - Bihor County, Bihor Legion of Gendarmes Fund,
file 45/1944, £. 1058-1059

10 Antonio Faur, Romdnia — , poartd deschisd” ..., p. 35-36

11 This statement will be supported by the documentary argument
which we will continue to present. We see, for now, the opinions on
the matter raised by a journalist who has dealt with such problems:
“Our researches show that the most attempts to retreat over the
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The defining elements of a saving “branch” were the

following:

1. the existence of a path of it (configured in report to
the specific geographical realities and difficulties
of crossing the border);

2. the activity of an organizer of it, which can perfect
relationships with those involved, that the
“branch” to operate without failures;

3. the use of some “specialized” guides who knew
perfectly the places through the Jews were
passed in a clandestine manner, and then
transported to Arad and Timisoara;

1. The Route of Popoviciu “Branch”

It is clear, particularly from the interviews that we’ve
got from some witnesses (which also are reproduced
entirely). The Jews on the territory of the Northern Bihor,
especially in the area of Oradea town (where almost all
were made ghettos) felt, acutely, the desire to flee in

Romanian-Hungarian border were not doing according to several
plans well balanced and done by specialists in rescuing, it was about
individual tests, random, most often made by chance. There were,
however, also people who saved Jews in an organized manner” (our
italics-A.F.) (Zoltan Tibor Szabd, Frontiera dintre viatd si moarte.
Refugiul si salvarea evreilor la granita romino-maghiard (1940-1944),
translated by Florica Perian [Publishing House] Compania,
[Bucharest, 2005], p. 203). The latter belonged to the mayor Teodore
Popoviciu, whose work was unknown until 2008, when we
published in Studia Europaea (no. 3, p. 101-108) a paper (in English)
about it.
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Hungary from Romania'? with the help of some people

12 Testimonials conclusive in this sense can be found in the Journal of
Eve Heyman, who noted of March 19% 1944 - that the Jews in
Hungary were hit by a big “evil” because “the Germans came”, that
Hungary was occupied by the Nazis. Her mother has “expressed the
desire” as her husband, along with the socialist Alexandru
Freidlaner to “flee across the border in Romania (our italics-A.F.), that
very night, for they were in ... great danger ...”. Eva Heyman has
transcribed one of her mother’s alarming claims, namely that “the
honest people have always had to take refuge from this country;
otherwise they were imprisoned or murdered” (Eva Heyman, Am
trdit atdt de putin. Micul meu jurnal, translation by Oliver Lustig, Alex,
Publishing House, Bucharest, 1991, p. 75). Her adoptive father, Béla
Zsolt, “told them all (on March 21st 1944-our note) that must be
procured false documents and passed in Romania” (our italics-A.F.). My
grandfather, in his turn, was concerned with saving the same son-in-
law, who was a talented journalist of left, making some attempts to
obtain “false documents” (Ibid, p. 79) to take refuge in Romania. It
was obvious to all Jews who were apprehensive about their future
bleak near that Romania was a “country of hope”, a place where, if
reached, would have been spared by the danger of applying - also to
them — of the “final solution”. Before being taken, along with her
entire family in the ghetto of Oradea, the same author of a memory
document specified that a cousin of her came from Budapest, who
“stole” from the hotel “Panonnia” (where he worked) false
documents for his mother and father (Ibid, p. 92). In that moment, his
grandmother did a terrible scene, manifested against the departure
of the twos in Romania and accusing them that they will to let her
“in their place” and the fascists will kill her (Ibid). Also, she “started
crying”, the twos giving up, thus failing the “last chance” to reach
freedom (Ibid, p. 93). They were also transported to the ghetto of
Oradea. We remember these episodes authentic, to highlight the
mood of spirit of some special Hebrew intellectuals of Oradea, who
were aware of the danger of the ghettos work and their physical
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involved in the so-called “branches” of crossing the border,
of which one was that organized by the mayor Teodor
Popoviciu, about who we have been able to find reliable
information. They were particularly useful for the operation
of reconstructing the concrete activity, which, in fact,
should have been long reconstituted. Only now we have
this opportunity, through this work, which results are
enlightening.

Of an argumentative value are the findings in a Report
on the informative work carried out in Bihor County (in the
period between August 18" to 23t 1944), which contains
references to the “person Florea Lasca, also called Deliman”
and the wife of the “merchant” Gavrila Nicorut, both from
Subpiatra village, one of the most active clandestine
“crossings points” of the Jewish “coming from Hungary”. The
twos have provided the following “services”: they have
facilitated (i.e., have done - our note) the transition of the Jews,
after which they have hosted them in their houses in that
locality, then they have acquired “peasant clothes”, because
only “disguised” could “travel more easily”’® to Arad and
Timisoara.

Of another report signed on May 24t 1944, by the
agent 245, we find that in the frontier area between the

destruction, but they did not prove able to cross the border in
Romania where they could survive. It's like a historical fatality
prevented them, and the others of their own countrymen, to make
the “necessary step” to freedom and life. There were also Jews with a
pronounced daring spirit and the clear analysis of the situation. They
have resorted to the saving “branches”.

13 National Archives - Bihor County, Bihor Legion of Gendarmes Fund,
file 43/1944, f. 822
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localities Mierldu and Hotar (the latter being the headquarter
of the commune where the village Subpiatra was situated)
“are done the most illegal crossings across the border from
Hungary to Romania and vice versa, by the fact that the
territory ceded to Hungary, the railway Oradea-Clyj is right
near the border, those interested being transported by train in this
region”* (our italics — A.F.). The Bihor Gendarmerie Legion
Commander disposed on May 31t 1944, to take urgent
measures to control'> this phenomenon, which had a
magnitude that could not be ignored.

So, through the villages near the border, as were the
common Hotar and the village Subpiatrd, numerous illegal
passing of Jews were made through the “Popoviciu”
branch. They were brought from Oradea with the help of
some contact people or by guides coming from those
mentioned settlements, (Florea Lasca, Teodor Rotar and
Gavrila Nicorut are mentioned in documents). The action
took place at night, when the risks of being caught by the
Hungarian and Romanian border guards, as well by
gendarmes, were lower. During a day or maximum three,
they were carefully hidden, time when they were dressed in
peasant clothes, to pass unnoticed. It was not an easy task,
since there were not always found suitable clothes for
children and parents.

14 Ibid, £. 1073

5]bid. We note the three “steps” to be implemented: 1. to make
“frequent ambushes on the leakage roadmaps” of the Hebrew
refugees, 2. the police station to “patrol closer to the border” (to
reduce the number of those who passed “fraudulently”) 3. to
investigate all the “forests” where the Jews could “hide” who had
managed to flee from Hungary.
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Another segment moment of the “branch” was that
from Subpiatra and Hotar villages at the house of the mayor
of Varciorog, Teodor Popoviciu. Here, the groups brought (
through hidden places at night) at the house of the mayor of
Varciorog, Teodor Popoviciu, were housed again for one or
more days to make the preparations to transport them from
Varciorog to Dobresti, then by train to Arad.

Of the interview taken to Teodor Popoviciu's
daughter, Ileana, appeared everything what happened in the
household of the mayor. If it was about a group of only 4-5
people (which was usually a single family), then that was
housed in the room towards the road (that one that in the
country was considered the guests’ room, being better
furnished and cleaner). In case that there were brought more,
then, the mayor housed them in the attic with hay above the
barn, offering - as our direct finding - bearable conditions.
There were used clean sheets, blankets and pillows, and if we
think about the summer nights (June-August), it could be nice.
This attic of the barn remained unchanged, as the mayor’s
house, which gives a great deal of accuracy in a filmed re-
enactment, as we did on the occasion of the recent movement
in the main area of activity of the Popoviciu “branch”.

On the days when they halted to the mayor’s
household in Varciorog, his family took care of preparing the
food for refugees (most of the times there were cut hens), as
well of “solving the problem” of the effective disguise in
peasant clothes!®, of all these. Their children (the youngest)

16 Guiding dozens of Hebrew groups to Arad, Teodore Popoviciu
and his wife, Ileana, were concerned not only putting their local
peasant clothes, not to be identified and arrested by gendarmes and
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were playing with animals and birds in the yard, so the stress
the experience they were passing by to be forgotten, the
integration in a normal country life having beneficial
psychological effects even for parents who were deeply
worried about their fate!”. All was organized by the mayor of
Varciorog for the actions to be completed as expected,
expressing the certainty of salvation the Jews refugees arrived
from Hungary and the Northern Transylvania.

In the next phase of the rescue activity, the most
important role had Ileana Popoviciu, who was leading the
Hebrew refugees, through forests, to Dobresti, both on foot
and by cart, the reliable man being Petru Malita'®, who took
part of the Popoviciu “branch”, transporting several groups of

policemen, but also for retaining clothing to be used for the future
series. Even this supposed real efforts so that they were brought
from Arad, Ileana Popoviciu’s “straiti” (bags) all these, then, if
necessary, were supplemented with other items of clothing for
women and men, young and old.

17 They thought of what lies ahead over the road, in train and in
Arad, as well as a possible departure on, to Bucharest, where some
wanted to settle, while others went to Palestine, because there was a
feverish activity of the Zionist movement in this direction. Only if
they were caught and convicted they arrived in the Camp in Targu
Jiu, where from all were released after August 234 1944. So, none has
died, so that Romania has confirmed that the phrase was a genuine
“open door” to life and liberty.

18 We believe that in future, investigations would be useful to know as
much about the teamster Petru Malita of Varciorog and his family,
because he also contributed to saving the Jews who came from Hungary
and the Northern Transylvania. To do this, it was necessary to travel to
the village Varciorog in order to “purchase” accurate information and, if
possible, as comprehensively as possible.
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Jews through places less frequented by people thus providing
the “security” of the route between Varciorog and Dobresti.

From Dobresti, where was the departure station to
Arad, began the last part of the route, which also entailed
certain risks, especially that of being caught by authorities
and sent to the court in Timisoara. The train from Dobresti
to Arad was a genuine thrilling adventure, which ended,
frequently, well.

Arriving at the station in Arad, the tensions rose
again, as there were nearby policemen, gendarmes and
secret agents who also performed activities of “surprise” of
the Jewish past “fraudulently” the frontier, who fell under
the laws. Ileana Popoviciu’s daughter reported that her
mother, Ileana, who was the guide of the Hebrew groups -
for them, if they were investigated by police or gendarmerie
(what happened) not to be identified, took all the identity
documents and hid them under the girdle she wore, in the
idea that nobody would have thought to look just there. In
such a case, Ileana Popoviciu, being a step behind the
gendarmes, loosened her belt and let down the documents,
which fell down, and thus, she escaped of the excitement of
an arrest and conviction for promoting those who had past
the border illegally. These facts, seemingly unimportant,
which confirm the existence of some risks, from a
contemporary perspective could be the premise for an
artistic film, whose script' can be drawn from this historical
reconstruction.

19 During our investigations it has emerged as a necessity, the
cinematic transposition of such a human experience, because there
are all the data for a successful implementation.
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At the end of such refund results the truth that the
Popoviciu “branch” had a rigorously planned and followed
route from Oradea to Subpiatrd and Hotar, then to Arad.
He has proved his usefulness and was not caught by the
Hungarian and Romanian authorities, maintaining in a full
anonymous, until today, when the mayor’s daughter of
Varciorog revealed us in the interview that we publish in
this book.

The “architect” of this “network” of rescue was
Teodor Popoviciu, who had discreet and effective
collaborators, succeeding the performance to escape from
“certain death” hundreds of Jews, fact confirmed - by
means of the official document — by the first Orthodox rabbi
of Arad, Joachim Schreiber.

2. The Organizer of the Saving “Branch”

The mayor of Varciorog was endowed with an
extraordinary pragmatic intelligence and an unusual ability
to relate with the others. In the rural areas, such people
were considered undisputed leaders who could be followed
in all their undertakings. He was also endowed with a very
useful experience as head of the communal administration,
a posture in which he has seen the complexity of the local
social-economic life, in county context. His intuition
regarding the evolution of the things in the Romanian space
and on the historical fate of the Jewish (who could not
provide, in future, an aid) is surprising. She makes us
believe that Teodor Popoviciu was a representative of the
rural political elite, during the World War II, being
appreciated by his contemporaries and disputed at the
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same time. But, he wouldn’t have been a true personality if
he wouldn’t have bothered anyone.

We note, however, his ability to navigate through the
difficulties of the moment, maintaining his post of mayor
and organizing one of the most efficient networks of rescue
the Jews from Hungary and the Northern Transylvania,
whose existence - well hidden - was, really, discovered after
many decades. And this reality is significant, meaning that
authorities have failed to catch him on the facts mentioned
by us in this work and to prosecute him. If his family would
not have kept carefully the trilingual document (Romanian,
Hungarian and Hebrew) signed by the Orthodox prime-
rabbi of Arad, Joachim Schreiber, we could have been in the
position of not knowing a chapter of practical intelligence
and spirit of human solidarity with those who came to be
threatened by death, which had been “written” by Teodor
Popoviciu along with his collaborators in 1944.

As, in archives, we found only references to the
mayor’s behavior and his skills, we had to appeal - to sketch
his portrait of spirit - to the memories of his family
members. Thus, we note his following characterization
made by his daughter Ileana: “He was a tall man, blue-
eyed, very valued and respected and esteemed by everyone
and his word was word, his promises were not made just
so, flying words. What he said always was like that”.

One of his nieces (Ana Vuc) whom we interviewed
noted other qualities of Teodor Popoviciu, who was, in her
opinion “a very hardworking man, right and correct. He
had servants, but he put them at the same table with him”,
and he did not made any differences between the servants
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and his children. In fact, the mayor of Varciorog, “was
treating everyone humanely”2.

There were retained, therefore, those stories that
revealed the mayor’s moral behavior (he was correct in his
relations with the others), who was respecting the people
who work (in his own household or other local
circumstances, which included the rescue action of the Jews).

Even impressions of those closes show an exemplary
model for the others. To all add his entrepreneurial spirit,
the continuing challenge to increase his wealth, which was
then, as now, moreover, and the base of a secure popularity.

Examining this incomplete information, but also
Teodor Popoviciu’s photo (reproduced in this book), we
conclude - without the risk of a too much error of law - that
the mayor of Varciorog was endowed with actual
availabilities for organizing a network of rescuing the Jews.
He was a brave man, accustomed to the risk, who was in
excellent relations with the Jews in Romania and the
Northern Transylvania. He analyzed with the necessary
attention the existent possibilities and concluded that he can
organize a “branch” to operate without major difficulties.

He also proceeded to facts, based on a concrete plan,
meaning that he found people to participate in the rescue
operations, housing and transport of the Jews in Arad,
while establishing how it should proceed on all occasions.

To avoid being accused by authorities (although they
pursued him and gathered information not too good for
him), the mayor Teodor Popoviciu stayed at some

2 See the interview reproduced fully in this book.
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“distance” from the guides who were permanently
controlled by him to not have committed any errors.

The “branch” organized by Teodor Popoviciu has
turned its joints, those involved in it managing to save the
persecuted and terrorized Jews, exposed to the physical
disappearance who have resorted to his help. According to
the certificate given by the prime-rabbi of the Orthodox
Community of Arad, Joachim Schreiber, results - without
any equivocation - that he (along with his collaborators,
about whom we continue to offer some evidence data) has
saved from “certain death” hundreds of Jews?!.

Of this document, of an unquestionable value, are to
be retained all the appreciations referring to the mayor of
Varciorog;:

1. his behavior was “human and exemplary” to the
Jews who “sought refuge” in Romania;

2. by his noble deeds, he “won the trust and honor
of all local Jews;

3. he “saved from certain death the life of hundreds
of Jews” in Hungary and the Northern Transylvania, with
“all risk of that time laws”, which severely punished those
involved in such illegal activities;

4. he not only hosted, fed and hid the Jews, but he
also provided them free living conditions on the Romanian
territory.

5. all these steps of the mayor of Varciorog,
Teodore Popoviciu, have prompted the prime-rabbi
Joachim Schreiber, to “recommend” him to all “Hebrew

21 Antonio Faur, Romdnia- ,poartd deschisd” pentru salvarea evreilor ..., p.
236-237
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communities and Hebrew brothers” since they, in a
situation that they would be required to give him “all
competition”?2.

It was a gesture of honor and gratitude, which the
mayor could not profit by anymore, because he died not too
long.

The document signed by a high religious authority
of Jewish-Israeli Orthodox confession of Arad, which knew
best his activity as an organizer of a “branch” of rescuing
the Jews, by Teodor Popoviciu, was written in three
languages (Romanian, Hebrew and Hungarian) and handed
over to the family of that in discussion, whose family kept it
up today and agreed that we print it, actually to thank on
this occasion.

The quality of a “branch” was conferred on the skill
and talent of the smugglers, who have faced real
difficulties, but overcome by skill and knowledge of the
“ground of action” with all the advantages and pitfalls that
it entailed. Thus, the guides who were passing the Hebrew
groups over the border, knowing where they could perform
such activities, were able to walk away, along with groups
of Jews, long distances, through forests, hills and fields,
especially at night, being not possible to be caught by the
gendarmes. At the same time, the mayor’s wife was familiar
with methods of transport by train to Arad.

Because of the fact that of the large number of guides
have been identified so far too few (mostly remains
anonymous), we considered it was useful to mention those

2 Ibid
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detected by us. It is about a few people in the villages
Varciorog and Hotar (in it, especially in the village Subpiatra):

1. Florea Lasca

He was inhabitant in Subpiatra village, whose house
still exists, in the same location, where lives also his
daughter Ana (married Buciu), interviewed by us
(interview, reproduced in this book).

He was a man with a developed household sense
who accommodated to the times, practicing also other
“enterprises” beside the agricultural works. His name
appears in documents on July 19 1944, in a note of a non-
commissioned officer of gendarmerie. He makes known to
the Gendarmerie Legion commander the following: “At the
station Holod I was informed that a person named Florea
Lasca of Deliman of the village Subpiatra is dealing with ...
the Jews traffic, who are crossing the border into Romania off the
villages Subpiatrd and Hotar. Thus, the above mentioned
managed to pass several groups of Jews, who were dressed in
peasant clothes, with peasant coats and foot plates to bargain off
the control at the stations” 2(our italics — A.F.).

On July 21st 1944, the Gendarmerie Legion of Bihor
sent a secret order to the Gendarmes Office of Holod
(village crossed by the train to Arad), as he to take
“measures” for identifying and catching the “above-
mentioned” at that station, when he returns from Arad, and
then “to be thoroughly corporal sought out”.

2 National Archives - Bihor County, Bihor Legion of Gendarmes Fund,
file 45/1944, £. 2649
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The Bihor County Gendarmerie Legion informed
Garrison Office of Tinca of the captain I. Hera (who was
performing the research on Jews) about the activities of
Florea Lasca who “up to date has managed to sneak more
groups of Jews”?* (our italics-A.F.) from Hungary to
Romania, whom he disguised in “peasant clothes”, so they
escaped the control of the gendarmes.

So, Florea Lasca was in the attention of the
authorities watching him in the train stations and birth
place, being not able to catch him.

Of a report on the informative work (carried out on
land, during the period August 18%-23rd 1944) shows that
Florea Lasca (called Deliman) has facilitated the illegal
crossings over the border between Hungary and Romania,
of several groups of Jews, whom he had hosted and dressed
in peasant clothes for so “disguised”, they could “travel
more easily to Arad and Timisoara”?.

In her interview, Ileana Popoviciu (Suciu) recalled
two inhabitants of Subpiatra who have contributed directly
to saving the Jews. Some of them were nicknamed Diliman,
his real name being Florea Lasca. In her turn, the daughter
Ana (married Buciu) confirmed this: “He brought (the Jews
of the Northern border with Hungary), at night and kept

2 Jbid, f. 2444. The same document states that Florea Lasca “is
dealing with trafficking with Jews, of those who cross the border
from Hungary” and the “gold smuggling, for that which often
traveled to Arad and Brad, where they obtained the gold passed then
to Hungary, where he recovered”.

% Ibid
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them here until they were taken to Varciorog”?® passing
them over the fields and hills, through places less traveled,
not to be seen. In Varciorog, the road was passing over a
high hill, along with a group of trees (of which there are
several now) that can be seen from the courtyard of Teodor
Popoviciu.

In fact, as we have written in another part of the
paper, this route was fixed with great care and caution, as it
was crossing the properties of the mayor of Varciorog, so
they were not accessible to any curious citizen, who could
have discovered what’s happening and after that, they
would have given news to others and thus, being not hard
the gendarmes to find out of this.

Ana Vuc confessed that she was impressed how the
Jews whom she had met at the parental home looked: “It’s
like I see them now that among them there were several
very beautiful and young ladies”.

2. Teodor Rotar

About him we have summary data obtained from
the interviewed persons. Ileana Popoviciu (Suciu), for
example, remembers, as a priority, that her father “had
great confidence in a person called Saica” of the village

% Jbid, file 43/1944, f. 822. The report was made aware by the Prefect
of Bihor County, so Florea Lasca’s work came into the national
circulation of administrative information. These documents (from
which we quote) confirm that, as a guide, Florea Lasca of Subpiatra
village crossed over the border of a large number of Jews (not
specifically stated), thereby saving them from death, by signing his
name among their rescuers. He was pursued by gendarmes for being
caught and tried.
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Subpiatrd, an important collaborator of his father, because
he - as a guide - passed the Jews across the border from
Hungary to Romania. It was not a name but a nickname that
was “deciphered” for us by his foster son, Craciun Buciu,
whom we interviewed.

Therefore, we learn from him that the nickname
“Saica” given to Teodor Rotar was widespread in Subpiatra
and other nearby localities, people preferring instead the
name the nickname.

We note that the question whether Teodor Rotar
(called “Saica”) was “involved in any action of Hebrew
refugees crossing over the border” Craciun Buciu responds
firmly, “He was”. His following statement is also
interesting: “The Jews ... were stopping by to us, and Saica
with Dilimanu, brought them to Virciorog and there from took
them to Arad” (our italics - A.F.).

The crossings over the border, according to Craciun
Buciu’s opinion, were done by day and night, because it
segmented the village Subpiatrd, even in its midst, (one
third being annexed to Hungary and two thirds remaining
in Romania). There were no such big difficulties, because
the Romanian and Hungarian border guards were agreeing
to each other. Sometimes they met at the village pub, where
they reveled. These “relationships” were favorable to the
two guides (Florea Lasca and Teodor Rotar), who could
perform without fear, their action to bring, across the
border some Jews.

It is, therefore, undeniable that the part of the branch
which was functioning in the border area, no doubt of a
great utility, was effective also due to the two guides who
took the Jews saved from death by their illegal passage
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across the border between Hungary and Romania, further
up to Varciorog and, sometimes, up to Arad.

3. Ileana Popoviciu

If the documentary sources that we’ve come over so
far do not contain references on the activity of Ileana
Popoviciu (the mayor Teodor Popoviciu's wife), although
we had the chance to learn — of the interview with her
daughter - an important presence in the general action,
which was completed by bringing the Jews to Arad.
Obviously, one could assume that, the way the Jews were
housed and fed inside the house of the mayor Teodor
Popoviciu, his wife had a decisive role, requiring the help of
her relatives in order to create human conditions for the
refugees across the border, from Hungary. This reality has
been captured by the witness in question: “The Jews, who
were with us, were guests with children, young people,
older, all categories of people were housed. When there
were more inside, how many had place slept there, in a
room, and the others in the attic of the barn”.

We learn, too, which was the “image” of Ileana
Popoviciu in the memory of her daughter: “My mother was
a woman very calm, quiet, good housewife. She grew up all
clean. In fact, the education in family was, lest ever to
achieve that what is not ours”.

And another excerpt from the text of the interview
that we use is of a real documentary interest, which leads us
to reproduce it: “how do I tell you, it was a continuous
motion, that there was coming a group of 3-4 persons, maybe
also children, depends on how it got it. They took them to
Dobresti, at the station. My mother went by train
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accompanying them. If so, she dressed the women in
peasant clothes and the men in peasants and went with the
group, took them by cart and, if they were more, they went on foot
through the woods, accompanied by mother” (our italics - A.F.).

Therefore, they formed a group (of 3-4 people, or,
sometimes more), after which it proceeded on the journey
to the train station in Dobresti. The movement was done on
foot or by cart, according to the circumstances. Ileana
Popoviciu was the guide who well knew the forest passing
through, less frequented paths clearly, so as not to meet
anyone. She further accompanied the members of the group
in their journey by train to Arad.

Arriving at this town, in the Western part of the
country, Ileana Popoviciu led them to the Orthodox
synagogue, where she “gave” them to the prime-rabbi
Joachim Schreiber or to his “people”, who dealt with their
housing and preparing several documents to be transported
to Bucharest.

Arad was the main center to be headed in several
directions, the saved Jews (both from Hungary, from
Budapest, Békéscsaba and Oradea, and those from
Romania, from the villages near the border, where they
were passed by, then from Ginta and Tinca), after which
they were directed so as not to “fall into the hands” of the
gendarmes and police.

Indeed, there surprises happened, too, as it was that
of Arad station, where the police, after having carefully
examined the passengers have noticed that some women
who were dressed in peasant clothes, had a “smoother face,
not of a peasant”. Here’s how Ileana Popoviciu’s daughter
describes this unexpected situation, which was impressed
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by her mother’s “story”: “The costumes ... were local and
they could see the face, a face that was fine, not of a
peasant. And they attracted attention, and when my mother
got off the train at Arad was stopped by police, and how
she was dressed in costume which is worn here; the
documentation of those accompanied was put at the waist. She
also was taken by the police, and she thought that they
would seek out her. Going on the road behind the police,
having her dress tied at waist, put her hand back and let the
envelopes, documents, whatever having to fall on the road (our
italics-A.F.). Police were on both sides, one step ahead of
her”?.

So, there were risks for those involved in rescuing
and transporting action (from the area of the village
Varciorog up to that of Arad) of the Jewish refugees from
Hungary and the Northern Transylvania. They have been
through many adventures and sometimes lived moments of
terror, due to the hazards to which they were exposed.
Even at home they were pursued by gendarmes and
policemen, secret agents and soldiers.

4. Petru Malita

He was from the village Varciorog and was included
in the “network” we are talking about, by the mayor Teodor
Popoviciu, having great confidence in him. Possessing a
cart, Petru Malita was carrying small groups of Jews
(maximum 5 persons) through the forest situated between
Varciorog and Dobresti train station, doing this whenever it

77 See the interview taken to Buciu Ana (formerly Lasca), published
in this book.
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was needed. Although we do not have about him, at our
research stage, more comprehensive information, however
we can report him out of the anonymous and give evidence
of him to the future historical research. It is enough to
highlight the fact that this native was among those who
have contributed to the action of rescue and transport the
Jewish refugees from Hungary and the Northern
Transylvania.

Summarizing the above, we can say - with
justification - that the mayor Teodor Popoviciu organized a
genuine “branch” of salvation (made up of at least five
persons identified) from certain death of hundreds of Jews
in the neighboring country. This is underlined by Ileana
Popoviciu (married Suciu) - as a witness and participant to
some extent (in the sense that she knew everything going
on in her parents” house and she did not disclose to anyone
information that endanger the fate of those involved) in the
next part of the interview that we’ve got “it was a branch, I
say. And when I was a child (12 years old — our note), I
thought so. And now (in September 2010 - our note) I got
the same impression, because [the saved Jews] were given
into receive responding to them. My mother [for example]
accompanied them until she gave them into receive in
Arad, to the rabbi”. She bought them train tickets
accompanying them throughout, until they were “given” to
the responsible factors of the Orthodox Israelite
Community of this town, which were further caring about
them, in order to restore the peace and remove the fear
experienced intensively up to those moments.

The prime-rabbi Joachim Schreiber, who has known
- directly - these actions considered that it was necessary
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that the organizer of the “branch”, the mayor Teodor
Popoviciu, to be valued properly, particularly by Jews,
handing him the document of an exceptional importance,
which we commented and reproduce it in this book, to
finally enter the circulation of historical knowledge about
the expressions and the effects that the Holocaust had.

We note also the fact that for crossing over the
border of the Jews, other inhabitants also helped (whose
names we will remember in a book to be elaborated, after
expanding our research), such as the case of the wife of the
merchant Gavrila Nicorut of village Subpiatra?, whose
name and last name do not appear in the documents
discovered by us.

It remains to be determined a matter, moreover less
investigated: how were they “rewarded” for the risk that
they took those who were involved in the action of saving
the Jews? We mention that we did not find any
documentary note about this aspect, and Ileana Popoviciu
(Suciu), who was 12 years old in 1944, has not learned
anything about the possibility that her father might have
received money or gold.

We believe that, before giving a credible answer, on
a question like this, it is necessary to reveal the views of Eva
Semlyén (who went through such an experience). With a
remarkable honesty, she says that, ultimately, why
[somebody else] would risk his liberty and life because of
me?”?. Demanded if Dr. Aurel Socol from Cluj-Napoca had

28 National Archives - Bihor County, Bihor Legion of Gendarmes Fund,
file 45/1944, f. 822
2 Zoltan Tibori Szabd, op. cit., p. 213
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asked her money to cross the border, she confessed: “I have
not paid anything, but, of course, Crisan (a peasant from
near Cluj, who served as a guide -our note) was to be paid.
It was normal to pay, nobody expected to do so for free”30.
It is a human response, given to all those who have labeled
those who saved thousands of Jews from death as simple
“Jews traffickers”.

It is obvious that between rescuers were also people
who did not ask for any reward for their works (as, for
example, Dr. Mihai Marina, Dr. Aurel Socol and others), but
most have received sums of money (consistent or smaller),
some of which being reported in the documents published
by us in a book appeared in November this year. By the
time when more information will be tracked under this
report, we can proceed to examine this reality correctly.

Reconstructing, on the basis of several documentary
and memoir credible sources, the activity of the “branch” of
rescue from “certain death” (as they appreciated the
outstanding document given by the prime-rabbi of Arad) of
hundreds of Jews in Hungary and the Northern
Transylvania, through their clandestine crossing over the
temporal border between Hungary and Romania, there was
performed an act of human solidarity that deserves the
attention of posterity. It is however necessary that other
such humanitarian enterprises (in their essence!) to be
brought to light, after long time researches, to be completed
with the discovery of new documentary information.

% Ibid, p. 214
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RESEARCH ON LAND AND THE FOUR
INTERVIEWS WITH THE
INHABITANTS WHO WERE
WITNESSES AND PARTICIPANTS IN
THE EVENTS THAT THEY HAVE
EVOKED

The 66 years ago events, at the end of the World War
II, undertaken across the Bihor areas, have not disappeared
from collective memory, as some witnesses of them still
live, who, although of an old age, remind them sometimes
up to details that have a clear meaning. Among these the
saving actions from certain death of some Jews are
detached, by their illegal passage across the border between
Hungary and Romania. One of the branches in question
was made by the former mayor of Varciorog, Teodor
Popoviciu, authentic and indisputably organizer of such
high efficient network.

The interest to know the concrete manner of its
manifestation is rooted in the documents we found during
the research conducted in the recent years, both in the state
archives and in the private ones. A real revelation was the
document (in three languages: Romanian, Yiddish and
Hungarian) which the first Orthodox rabbi of Arad, Joachim
Schreiber, handed to Teodor Popoviciu’s family, by which
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was acknowledged that the mayor of Varciorog (Bihor
County) saved from certain death hundreds of Jews.

The documentary funds of Oradea still retain some
sources referring to his work in 1944.

We have, therefore, strong factual premises to extend
the investigations. A productive direction could be that of
the oral inquiry, we made in September 2010 in the localities
Varciorog and Subpiatra, which were mentioned in
documents, along with others.

We had the privilege of interviewing people who
were not only witnesses of the events, but also participants
in the activities mentioned. It is about one of the daughters
of the mayor Teodor Popoviciu (of Varciorog), who in 1944
was 12 years old and thus held - accurately - some of the
incidents she reported us about. We refer to Ileana
Popoviciu married to Suciu engineer who currently lives in
Oradea. In her possession, there are exceptional
documentary on his father’s work meant to help saving
from death hundreds of Jews of Hungary and the Northern
Transylvania.

We paid Professor Ileana Suciu’s place more visits to
persuade her to participate with me and with a Romanian
TV reporter (Nicolae Nistoroiu) to the realization of a
reconstruction (movie), in the village Varciorog, about
everything she remembers on the rescue activities, housing
and transporting the Jews passed over the border from
Hungary, through the branch organized by her father,
Teodor Popoviciu.

We went, therefore, in the village Varciorog, where
history seems to have “stayed put”, because few things
have changed (in the rural scene) of 1944 until today. The
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property refunds after 1989 restored to a large extent, the
economic situation of the inhabitants. It is therefore striking
the resemblance of the nowadays realities to those before
the Romanian entrance into the Soviet Union sphere of
influence.

It is added the fact that in the area where the events
which are the subject of our interviews the houses have
remained the same, without existing new constructions, but
only minor repairs and some recent paintings, and the
apparition of a fence (of concrete tiles) in front of the house
of the former mayor Teodor Popoviciu. However, the
general context is similar up to identity, to that of the year
1944, which helped us recovering the facts in their initial
presentation space.

After some clarifications on the saving action, Mrs.
Ileana Popoviciu (married Suciu) favored with the
interview we asked in the natal house yard, which looked just
as in her childhood, some information being easier to be
relate to the concrete reality. So, we found out some aspects
which specially deserve of being highlighted.

The first of these is that referring to the quasi-
museum preservation of the court and buildings (the house
and barn) existing during the rescue activities of Jews,
which contributed to the restitution of the atmosphere of
then, increasing the reliability character of the documentary
film that we realized, without any advance preparation, but
relying on the professionalism of Mr. Nicolae Nistoroiu.
Things have been marked by naturalness due to the novelty
of the experience and the emotion of the re-enactments,
their real plan, requiring only a simple transcription in time
and the invocation of the characters who populated the
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scene, an operation interceded by the reconstructive
intercession due to Mrs. Ileana Suciu.

We anticipated the interview with a visit in the
household yard of Teodor Popoviciu, in the house (with
three rooms) and its stable. All are the same, so we realized
how things happened, more exactly how Jews had been
brought, at night, and hosted by the mayor of Varciorog,
who as a public figure, was informed of the government
decrees and regulations relating to the Jews who pass
“fraudulently” the border, coming from Hungary.

However, he ignored - knowingly - the law
previsions, believing that is more important saving from
death some persecuted people, than to fully comply with
certain administrative requirements. His choice was clear
and he was not outside the risk he assumed, as he engaged
decisively and in a period of several months in a genuine
adventure, which ended with the victory of life over death,
of humanity against barbarism.

This, we believe, was the fresh and true perspective
which had that engaged in an action (larger than the area in
which his presence and his wife were very active and
effective) to rescue the Jews from “certain death”.

The room towards the road of Teodor Popoviciu’s
house had the same furniture as in 1944, with the same table,
chairs and two beds, where they slept, in turn, the Jews hosted
by the mayor. For carrying out a movie are only required a
script and actors, making possible a certain emotional
intensity cinematic creation, with evocative character.

We tried the same feeling when we climbed the
ladder to the stable attic where the Jews who had no place
in the mayor’s house were housed. It is kept well, it has
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hay, as in the mentioned times. We could check, then, the
conditions of temporary “accommodation” which were
acceptable, especially for the summer months, when it was
nicer to sleep in the freshly mown hay than in a room, be it
well-maintained. The mayor of Varciorog arranged things
so, that food and accommodation for Jews be, for the rural
zone, of the highest quality.

We examined also the place where the Jews were
brought by Florea Lasca (called Diliman) and Teodor Rotar
(called Sasca) from Subpiatra village, after they were
smuggled past over the border from Hungary to Romania.
That place is now marked by the presence of some tall trees
that belonged to T. Popoviciu, together with a large expanse
of land, where, in fact, the Jews were transported to his
house yard. We have been impressed by the forest at the
edge of the village, well preserved until today, through
which the mayor’s wife, Ileana brought the Hebrew refugees,
either on foot or by cart, to the station Dobresti, where from
they took the train to Arad.

Indeed, the guide Ileana Popoviciu used unknown
paths, so it was extremely difficult for gendarmes to capture
the Hebrew groups led to Dobresti. It is worth mentioning
that the gendarmes, although they were informed that the
Jews were hiding in fields and forests, not much worked to
catch them, this fact coming off, most times, in stations or in
the trains traveling to Arad. The explanations are different,
and they will become clearer only after all the documentary
information will be researched in country, the memorial to
be able to add, too poor, however, which reflects a clear

disregard for evoking these risky moments in the survivors’
life.
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* *

*

Another interview we conducted was due to the fact
that Ileana Popoviciu during the interview provided
information about the people his father worked with, to
save the Jews of Hungary and the Northern Transylvania
from certain death. There have been mentioned the
nicknames of two people from a nearby village, Subpiatra,
through which the Romanian-Hungarian border was
crossing, set after the Vienna Dictate, on August 30t 1940. It
is about Sasca - most often invoked, even in the private
conversations - and Diliman. It was necessary, therefore, an
investigation in the village Subpiatra, which we have done
the same day. We succeeded, firstly, to “discover” the
grandson of the so-called Diliman, who in reality was
named Florea Lasca. Promptly, this grandson (64 years old),
also named Florian Lasca, who has raised a beautiful house
on the place of a part of the old building where his
grandfather had lived, informed us that at least two persons
in old age still live in the village, acting as witnesses. He led
us to their, facilitating us the contact with other oral
sources, which proved to be extremely useful, because they
confirmed and supplemented the information contained in
the archival documents.

We were thus able to interview the daughter of
Florea Lasca (called Diliman) Ana, who gave some
explanations about the work of his father and the Jews she
had seen. It is true that her answers to questions were
laconic as Ana Lasca (married Buciu), has never been in the
position to respond as convincing but, rather, was
intimidated by the camera and that she was “suddenly

150

https://biblioteca-digitala.ro



Teodor Popoviciu: salvatorul de la moarte a sute de evrei (1944)

taken”, as she herself noted at the receipt of our proposal,
so she was not ready to give more elaborate and consistent
responses.

It is known that farmers, especially those aged over
70 years who have seen a lot in their lives, are more
reserved, and overly cautious when they are contacted by
strangers, whose intentions are not clear enough. Therefore,
the formulations are so laconic. In this case however, they
have undeniable documentary value, since they combine -
with a remarkable precision - to the assertion of Ileana
Popoviciu from Varciorog.

We found in the same village also a profitable
coincidence. More specifically, the husband of Ana Lasca is
just Craciun Buciu, the stepson of Teodor Rotar (nicknamed
Saica), the inhabitant so involved in the concrete actions of
passing through that village, the border from Hungary to
Romania, a large number of Jews. Craciun Buciu proved
astute and unusual spirits for people of his age. He spoke
not only about his stepfather, but also how it was done the
illegal entry of the Jews in Romania, by the branch
organized by the mayor Teodor Popoviciu. There were
characterized the relations between the Romanian and
Hungarian border guards, who did not show too much
attention to these matters.

From him we found where the border between
Romania and Hungary was, which was drawn through the
middle of the village Subpiatrd, at a distance of only 100
meters from Florea Lasca’s house, who played an important
role in the composition of the branch organized by the
mayor Teodor Popoviciu of Varciorog, he — together, of
course, with others, who have remained in the anonymous
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history - by passing the Jews from Hungary to Romania,
hosting them for a day or two, then transporting them to
Varciorog, over hills, in the places the least frequented by
people and, often, at night, to the mayor’s house Teodor
Popoviciu, who had his part, along that of main organizer
of the network to fulfill, with the immediate, ongoing and
timely support of his wife, Ileana, who served in the
position of experienced guide, to lead the Jews to Arad.

It happens to encounter in the household of
Varciorog of the Popoviciu family, one of his nieces, whose
tutor he was and currently lives in Timisoara. It is about
Ana Vuc, who in some short memories gave us additional
information of real scientific utility. She confessed to
participating in the household activities, especially in
preparing food for the Jews staying in the mayor’s house.
She had some contact with his children.

Of a particular interest are the comments about the
human behavior of Teodor Popoviciu and, especially, about
the fact that she was asked by him to hand over her identity
card to a young Hebrew lady, whom she resembled to a
certain extent, after that, she announced in Timisoara, at the
Official Gazette, the loss of this document exercised by the
mentioned person, in order to move safer to Arad.

The full reproduction of the texts of the four
interviews obtained from authentic witnesses of the events
updated which absolve us of further information. We were
marked by a deep impression from such experiences, which
strengthened our conviction that the historical method of
investigation by the oral investigation had compelling
results, especially towards the reconstruction of the real life,
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with the extraordinary temperature of those events at the
end of the World War II.

What we learned from the visited witnesses, whom
we did not prepare, in any way, not to determine them to
produce designed stories, not spontaneous, as those
presented were, is a strong argument for the idea that the
mayor of Varciorog made one of the most effective branches
to rescue hundreds of Jews from Hungary and the Northern
Transylvania in Romania, which he was interested in a
manner comparable to what happened at the Franco-
Spanish border.
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L
INTERVIEW (MOVIE) TAKEN to MRS. ILEANA SUCIU
(the Daughter of Teodor POPOVICIU, the Former Mayor
of Varciorog Village), Settled in Oradea, Satelitului Street,
no. 13; On September 24t 2010, in Varciorog, Bihor
County (the filming was carried out by Nicolae Nistoroiu,
Ph.D. in History)

ANTONIO FAUR (hereinafter: A.F.): Dear Madam, who are
you? When and where were you born? Where do you live?

ILEANA SUCIU (hereinafter: 1.S.): I am the daughter of the
householder Teodor Popoviciu, from the village Varciorog,
where I was born on July 16t 1932. I finished the
Pedagogical High School in Beius. In fact, I started the
secondary education in Arad, at the Industrial High School,
where I attended only class, and then I went to the school of
Beius, which I finished in 1951. I followed, then, the
Pedagogical Institute of three years of Cluj, the Faculty of
Mathematics. I worked as an educator, after graduating the
Pedagogical High School of Beius, and as a school teacher,
after I finished the Pedagogical Institute in Cluj. I taught
Mathematics until I retired.

A.F.: The house in the yard that we’re now is that of 19447
L.S.: The house and yard where we are is built by my father

when he was 17 years, so it was my father’s hearth, from his
parents. And here we were born and raised.
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A.F.: As far as I noticed at large, somewhat in the entire village
the areas were kept intact. Then, I am interested whether in some
rooms of this house have been made any changes or have remained
as they were 65-66 years ago?

LS.: It was not made any changes, even the furniture
remained the same.

A.F.: What number is the house where we are in?

IS.: T really do not know, because that was changed
meantime. You can see it, it's put out there.

A.F.: How old were you in 1944, when here, near the town, many
Hebrew were passing, taking refuge in Hungary in Romania?

1.S.: 12. I was born in 1932.

A.F.: So you were old enough to remember certain events, facts,
people in that period. What do you remember about your father,
the former Mayor Teodor Popoviciu, of Virciorog village, where
we are filming today?

LS.: I have great memories. He was a tall, blond, blue-eyed,
highly valued and respected and esteemed by everyone man
and his word was the word, his promises were made not only
so, or words thrown in flight. What he said, always it was so.

A.F.: What about your mother, what do you remember?

I.S.: My mother was a very calm woman, quiet and a
good housewife. She grew up us all clean. In fact, the
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education in the family was, lest ever to achieve that
which is not ours.

A.F.: We are here now to make an oral inquiry, regarding the
refuge Jews and I wonder if you agree?

LS.: Yes, I agree, that what I remember, because we were
quite young. I never thought that something was a secret, at
home we used to talk very openly. The Jews, who were
with us, were guests with children, youth, older, all
categories of people who were housed. When there were
more inside, in a room, had slept there how many had
place, and others in the barn bridge.

A.F.: Right here, in the house that can be seeing behind us?

LS.: Yes, in the room from the street and in the barn bridge,
or outdoors.

A.F.: Please show the barn.

LS.: There was a ladder, the place was arranged, put hay,
sheets, blankets (they have covered with) and pillows.

A.F.: How were these Hebrew refugees in the spring of 1944,
which were in the house of your family?

LS.: They were dressed normally, not like peasants, like
intellectuals.

A.F.: How old were they?
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L.S.: Young, old, children, they were all categories.

A F.: What impression did they do to you?

LS.: A very good impression. I knew, because I was among
them when they had breakfast, usually eggs, that they put
the eggs in the embers, so they baked there and they ate

them like this. Being curious, I was asking why so?

A.F.: Did you know, directly, any of these Hebrew, I mean the Jews
who were sheltered in the household of your father, the mayor?

LS.: Yes, among which there was a boy, his name escapes to
me. I had an elder brother and they became friends. They
played all day here in the yard, the girls with birds, what it
was.

A.F.: What else do you remember?

L.S.: I remember from Arad, about Jutka...

A.F.: What about the children who were hiding here? Were you of
the same age?

L.S.: No, they were not younger and more they were playing
with my brother who was a student at school.

A.F.: Have you talked to them? Do you remember anything?

LS.: Yes, we understood well, they sat with us together,
playing. A girl, her name was Mariscuta, didn’t know
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Romanian well, and played with the hens, the chickens in
the yard.

A.F.: So you're saying her?
1.S.: No, so was called, but I do not know her other name.

A.F.: The stable that we have even in front of us, you were
talking about, is it kept as then?

LS.: Yes, it is exactly the same and the climbing was done
through the garden, they put a ladder on the door, where
from the hay was let in, (the animals were fed) or, through
the stable they could climb.

A.F.: How did they sleep?
L.S.: There was hay; they put sheets, pillows and blankets.

A.F.: About how many Jews were housed together? How big was
a group of such refugees?

L.S.: There was not a large group, I don’t remember to have
been a great group if there were more than four people, and
then they had to sleep in the barn, where everything was
arranged. If not, in the house.

A.F.: So, did you house them into the house, together with the family?

LS.: Absolutely, absolutely, and they ate with us, and my
mother was cooking for them...
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A.F.: What do you know about the place where these refugees
were brought and by whom?

LS.: Yes, I hardly remember that ..., but they had been
crossed the border from Hungary to Romania, as a rule, so I
know, at Subpiatra, by one they called Sasca and by
Diliman, Florea Deliman’s.

A.F.: Subpiatrd, was then a border locality?

LS.: As it was the road, the left side was at the Hungarians
in and the right side was at the Romanians.

AF: Was the wvillage divided into two administrations,
Hungarian and Romanian?

L.S.: The transition was as necessary.

A.F.: So, they could very easily pass from one side to another side
of the village, and therefore, they could...

LS.: The people from Subpiatra brought them, the Hebrew;
some of them were dressed in their clothes, peasant clothes,
and brought them to us.

A.F.: How long have they lived in hiding in your house and barn?
L.S.: A short time, because it was ... how to say, it was a
continuous motion, that there was coming a group, 3-4,
maybe children too, depends on how hit. They were taken
to Dobresti, at the station. Mother went by train with them.
Depending on case, the women were dressed in peasant
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clothes, and the men were dressed as peasants, and she
went with the group, she went with them by carriage, if
they were more, they were going on foot, through the
woods, accompanied by mother.

AF.: So, your mother accompanied them from Virciorog to
Dobresti, where from they took the train, and then?

1.S.: And then she took them to Arad.
A.F.: Where she gave them, in fact, to whom?

1.S.: To the rabbi, I cannot remember his name, that he has
an interesting name.

A.F.: The rabbi, who from, what I understood, gave a thanks
paper, an act to your father. What do you remember about him?

LS.: Certainly, I remember that he was indwelling in Baritiu
Street (Arad city), no. 14. He had two daughters and a
granddaughter...

A.F.: T want to return to this subject related to the Orthodox rabbi
of Arad, but first I would like to ask whether the people from the
village Virciorog have learned something about what was the
mayor Popoviciu doing?

LS.: Yes, they learned yes, they knew that they were a kind
of spies ... and father had complains, and a control came
from Bucharest. Coming to the mayor, that who was called
there (one of the inhabitants — our note), also said in front of
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my father that is doing foreign spy and now is a spy in your
house.

A.F.: That was where we are now?

I1.S5.: Yes, and then came from Bucharest for controls
here, to see the spy. Going in, my father said: “Give me
your identification card”, and, giving his card,
extraordinarily... he also was an emissary who came
before that who was there now, so to investigate what
spies are in our house. And when he saw, he froze, as
they say: “Here it is, here is the identification card,
which I have in the house!” And this, all those fell
down.

A.F.: So there could be no investigation, no results from which to
learn that the Hebrew refugees found shelter here?

1.S.: No.

A.F.: The transportation, from here, from Virciorog was your
mother’s deal?

LS.: Yes, my mother went on foot or by carriage. The
trusted man was Malita Petru.

AF.. Alocal?
1.S.: A local who had cart, horses...

A.F.: A carriage, that is.
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L.S.: Carriage, yes, and he took them by the carriage. As
many as they entered the cart once, and mother was
accompanying them.

A.F.: So it was about groups, probably 4-5 persons, reduced,
because it was dangerous.

L.S.: My mother used to dress the women in her clothes,
depends on whether they were older.

A.F.: Can we consider this action, as seen by us, today, as an
action of a subsidiary, so crossing the border, hosting them here as
a branch through which the Hebrew refugees were saved from a
certain death?

LS.: Yes, it was a route, I say. And when I was a kid, I
thought so. And now, too. I have the same impression,
because they were given into receive and respond to them.
My mother accompanied them until she gave them to be
received in Arad, to the rabbi.

AF.: Did she tell you something about such transportations
which were illegal to Arad, by trains? I understand that she
bought them tickets, too?

LS.: Sure, she got tickets and sat in the same wagon with
those accompanied, and, in Arad, she gave them to the
rabbi.

A.F.: What do you remember about the first Orthodox rabbi of
Arad, Joachim Schreiber who gave you that act of thanks?
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LS.: Yes, it seems like seeing him now. So I imagine him as
Marx, so with a beard...

AF.: Why?

L.S.: He was with a big beard and a corresponding height,
he was very communicative. I stayed at them; every
Saturday took me out from the internee, as I was class I in
Arad, at the Industrial High School. He took me into the
family and I did not know the customs that were, and once
I used a knife to what should not, and immediately the
madam took it from my hand and put it in the ground. Why
and how I do not know. I still do not know what was...

A.F.: Do you remember something about the family of this rabbi?
What about the children?

LS.: Yes, it was an older girl; her name was Helen, her
husband, I think, was Banica. She had a little girl, Tutka
with whom I was playing there and then, they had another
girl, who bore no resemblance to her family. It’s like I see
her now, beautiful blue eyes and was blonde, but I do not
remember her name. That was...

A.F.: And how did he behave, except that you were invited at his
home to dinner, when you were at the internee in Arad? Do you
remember something else?

LS.: They accompanied me, showed me materials and
bought me few lengths, took me to a dressmaker, who
made me some beautiful dresses, embroidered ... and very
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good materials. That mother paid or not paid, I do not
know.

AF.: Why do you think that this family, the rabbi with his
daughters and wife were behaving so to you?

LS.: T thought I was their child, every Saturday they took
me out from the internee. No, I did not think to something
like this, only because I realized that they were good
acquaintances of my parents.

A.E.: Do you remember another episode regarding the fact that
they were selling chocolate with your father’s initials?

LS.: Yes, yes, at Christmas, when I was decorating the fir-
tree, as always, father brought shopping, including tree
candies and, chocolate, and once I saw there, something
looking as filled-cream chocolates, to tell you how did that
chocolate look like, yes, and wrapped in cellophane and put
a label on them: “T. Popoviciu”.

A.F.: You mean your father’s name?

LS.: Yes, I thought: “God, what is it?” Well, time passing,
and when they made us wealthy (the communist regime —
our note A.F.), my father had already died, then I thought
father had a certain shop, then I thought, maybe he took a
license in his name and all the vendors in the shop, when I
entered in, in Arad, I was served immediately and did not
pay. Then I not realized, but in time I thought that, because
of which fact, this happened. And then I thought that my
father brought an approval for them.
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A.F.: Not only that. In fact, was he the rabbi’s friend?
L.S.: Absolutely, they were in very good relationships
A.F.: What other memories do you have?

LS.: I remember a story of my mother. She dressed three
ladies in peasant clothes, but a little too ... truly amazing,
the clothes were too nice worked, national model.

A.F.: The costumes?

L.S.: The costumes, but they were locals and you could see
their face, a face that was fine, not of peasant. And they
attracted attention, and when my mother got off the train to
Arad was stopped by police, and as she was dressed in the
costume which is worn here, she had the documentation of
those accompanied put at the waist. The police took her too,
and she thought that they would search her. Going on the
road behind the police, as had her dress was tied at the
waist she put her hand on the back, told mother, and let the
envelopes, the documentation or, whatever having to drop

on the way. Police were on one side and the other, one step
ahead of her.

A.F.: So, is it about the acts of those Hebrew women who were
guided to Arad by your mother?

1.S.: Since these documents were not on them, it means that
something was I do not know what was...
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A.F.: What do you remember about your father’s employees? Who
were they, how were they called?

LS.: Ah, from Subpiatrd. From Subpiatra he had great
confidence in one Saica.

A.F.: That was a nickname?

L.S.: I think so, that it was a nickname, as like my father was
called Todea, from Popoviciu Teodor...

A.F.: And what were they doing?
L.S.: They were passed and brought from the border to us.

A.F.: Do you know, somehow, where they were brought from, the
place, the town?

LS.: I think from Oradea, from the surroundings, from the
territory of Hungary. Subpiatrd was crossed by the road. A
row of houses was in Hungary and one Romania. It was
quite simply, because you only crossed the street.

A.F.: Do you remember the homes of these local guides?

LS.: Deliman’s I do not know, but Saica’s yes, as I was one
there with my father, at Saica’s.
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I
INTERVIEW WITH MRS. ILEANA SUCIU’S COUSIN,
ANA VUC, FROM TIMISOARA (Varciorog, Bihor
County, on 24/09/2010)

A.F.: Please tell me who you are?
V.A.:Tam Teodor Popoviciu’s niece.
A.F.: What did you do for the Hebrew refugees in 1944 ?

V.A.: I served the meals for the Jews who were housed in
my uncle’s house. Then I managed to take there where
needed, where my uncle said to take them.

A.F.: What else?

V.A.: I gave the card (of identity — our note) to one who
resembled to me a little, as I was at school in Timisoara.
There I announced in the Official Gazette that I lost my card
and then I received another card.

A.F.: With the intention, of course, to help her to take refuge from
here, from Virciorog, where we are now. What town did they get in?

V.A.: Well, from here, they went to Arad. From there, I do
not know where they went. I know there was the center,
where they were gathered and distributed.

AF.: Do you remember, somehow, similar cases? Or, do you
remember if there was someone in the family who gave the
identity card to a Jewish refugee?
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V.A.: I do not know, but I know that I've given mine, that
my uncle (the Mayor Teodor Popoviciu-our note) told me
to give it and taught me what to do when I get to Timisoara.
A.F.: Please tell me your name clearly.

V.A.: Vuc Ana.

A.F.: Where do you live now?

V.A.: In Timisoara.

A.F.: Are you visiting Virciorog?

V.A.: Yes, I'm visiting my relatives. Now, I go to a sister,
that I have a sister here.

AF.: In Virciorog? That is because we are here now, in the
former Mayor, Teodor Popoviciu’s house yard?

V.A.: Here I have spent every holiday and he helped me,
because my mother had died before him...

A.F.: Was he your tutor?
V.A.: Yes, he was my tutor. He was an official tutor.
A.F.: So, you've known him?

V.A.: How not? I've known him since I was a little girl,
because almost all of time I stayed to their place.
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A.F.: Can you remember something about him? What was he like,
so, as a man?

V.A.: He was a very hardworking man, right and honest.
He had servants, but he put them at the same table with
him, and he did not made differences between the servants
and his children. All of them were put to the table.

A.F.: Everyone was treated absolutely humanly....
V.A.: He was treating everyone humanely.

A.F: Probably he had the same behavior as against the Jews,
which had to others?

V.A.: I know that he put me to cook, I was cutting chickens,
I was cooking soup and he told me what to cook, how to
serve the people who came to us. They were also served by
the sister to whom I'm going now; she was baking bread, to
be always bread in the house.

A.F.: Do you somehow remember anything else about the year of
1944, when refugees were here? Have you been in touch with
them? Could you talk to any of them? Did they know the
Romanian language?

V.A.: Yes, there were few who knew, there were very
educated people among them: there was a husband and a

wife very educated and always they were walking and
talking. Yes, we could talk, yes.
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A.F.: Do you remember if the locals talked about this fact that the
mayor used to host Jews?

V.A.: I do not know, because I only here stayed, at home, I
stayed, I did not talk in the village, because my uncle tried
to keep secret that thing, not to be found out. And he told
me to shut up, not to tell anyone anything. And he told me
what to do to get my card, but otherwise I know what was
going on inside our household.

A.F.: Did they keep an absolute discretion?
V.A.: Yes, they did, not to be problems.
III.
INTERVIW WITH ANA BUCIU (born Lasca) in
SUBPIATRA VILLAGE, BIHOR COUNTY, CRACIUN
BUCIU’S WIFE

A.F.: We are in Subpiatri village, Bihor County, and talking to?
A.B.: Ana Lasca (married Buciu).
A.F.: What was your father’s name?

A.B.: Florian Lasca.

A.F.: I know that the village was crossed in 1944 by the border
between Romania and Hungary, quite near from here. If you
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remember about this time of the war, the year 1944, if somehow
your father told you something about the crossings over the
border from Hungary to Romania of some Jews, and if he was
involved in such crossings?

A.B.: I saw, he brought them home.

A.F.: Have you seen them with your eyes?

A.B.: Yes.

A.F.: Have you told them something?

A.B.: But they did not know Romanian.

AF.: He hid them in the house for a time and then what
happened?

A.B.: He held them for one day and one night, but no one
knew. He brought them at night, and kept them here until
he brought them to Varciorog.

A.F.: Who took them to Virciorog?

A.B.: Lady’s father (Ileana Suciu, who was present-our
note), at Todea Vertii...

A.F.: The Mayor of Virciorog?
A.B.: The Mayor of Varciorog, yes!

A.F.: Teodor Popoviciu?
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A.B.: Yes, he brought them to him and then, from there, I do
not know what he did with them, he led them to Arad, or
he didn’t, I do not know.

A.F.: Do you remember them?

A.B.: It's like I see them now that among them there were
some very beautiful and young ladies.

AF.: About how old were they? Were there any children among them?
A.B.: There were small babies, younger.
A.F.: Were they dressed as at town?

A.B.: Yeah, like at town, not like us, as here were peasants,
like these...

IV.
INTERVIEW WITH CRACIUN BUCIU FROM
SUBPIATRA VILLAGE, BIHOR COUNTY (24.09.2010)

A.F.: We are in Subpiatrd village, Bihor County, at Criciun
Buciu’s place.

A.F.: Who was Teodor Rotar?

B.C.: Rotar was my stepfather. He grew me since I was a
little chilled.

A.F.: How was he nicknemed?
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B.C.: Saica. So the people knew him here, Saica.

AF.: Do you know that, during the war years, specifically in
1944, he was involved in any actions of passing the Hebrew
refugees over the border from Hungary to Romania?

B.C.: He was.

A.F.: What was he doing? Please, more specifically.

B.C.: He passed them by, that here was the border.

A.F.: At what distance from the house where we are?

B.C.: 100 meters.

A.F.: How were these actions taking place?

B.C.: Sir, my old man $aica was smuggling gold and others,
and then the Yehudas came in Romania, took refuge here.

A.E.: Jews, let’s call them Jews...

B.C.: The Jews, they came over to us, and the old man Saica
was young then, took them because he was on the same
with my father-in-law then (Lasca, also called Deliman-our
note), with Dilimanu, he brought them to Varciorog and
from there to Arad.

A.F.: So, it was a well organized branch, Lasca Florea, Teodor
Rotar (called Saica) and the Mayor of Virciorog, who was

173

https://biblioteca-digitala.ro



Antonio Faur

transporting them from here to Arad. Was it hard to pass the
border? Day, night, how was it?

B.C.: They passed by day, and passed by night. There was
no so much security on it. And these Romanian guards with
the Hungarians comport well with each other and that
major of the Hungarians came here in a pub, in the village,
with our major from Varciorog.

A.F.: What were they doing? Were they drinking a glass?

B.C.: They drank, went to the pub together with the guards,
got along well, and did not have border disputes or others.

A.F.: Probably, the local people, too comport well with the
guards?

B.C.: With the Romanians yes, and with the Hungarians
comport well, but not quite as with our Romanians.

A.F.: Have you ever found if Saica, i.e., Rotar, aligned with the
guards to help the Jews to cross the border that meaning, the
guards to close their eyes?

B.C.: No. The Romanians were not too interested, but they
kept avoiding the Romanian and Hungarian guards.

A.F.: It means that they did things as discreet as they could, not
to be known.

B.C.: Yes, yesthe passing was secret.
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