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REMARKS

ON A

PampHLET, &9

T HE Meafures taken by King Charles the

Second’s Parliament, from 1662 to 1666,
in granting fuch ample Funds in Perpe-
tuity, having rendered future Parliaments ufe-
lefs, and no conftitutional Parliament being held
under King Fames ; what_next comes in Order,
is, to trace down the Rights claimed by the
Houfe of Commons in regard to public Money
during the Reign of King #illiam.

The firft Seflion of Parliament in this King-
dom, after the Revolution, was held under Lord
Sidney in the Year 1692, and as our Author
attempts to build a very extraordinary Doctrine
on a fingle fhort Paffage in the Journals of that
Seflion, it may not be amifs, in this Place, to
fpend a few Minutes in examining into the
TRruTH, and fome other Circumftances, of his Re-
prefentationof this Paffage ; for as to the Dotrine
itfelf, perhaps the moft fatal in its Confequences to
parliamentary Rights and Liberties of any that has
been broached fince the moft tyrannical Part of
the Reign of King Charles the Firft, this will
fall more properly under Confideration when
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fome few of the groffer Errors in this Author’s
Reafoning, fhall, agreeably to the Plan laid down
in the Beginning of thefe Remarks, come in
courfe to be expofed : The Manner and Occa-
fion of his Reprefentation of this Paffage. you
will find in his own Words, (. 40.) where he
tells his Reader, ¢ The principal Objection againft
¢ the King’s Claim of ‘previous Confent is this,
¢ That the Produce of thefe feveral Funds is
¢ accounted for to Parliament ; and from thence
¢ it_has been inferred, that it is public Mo-
ney, {ubjeCt to parlamentary Application, with-
out other Confent, than what is given by the
RoYal Affent to the Bill when paffed into a
Law. This feems founded on a Miftake, as
to the Realon and Manner of laying the public
Accounts before the Houfe of Commons, as
will appear from a fhort Hiftory of* this Ufage,
and an Account of the Effetts of it. ‘

¢ No Account of the Difpofition of the King’s
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¢ Revenue in this Kingdom was laid before Par-

¢ iament till the Year One Thoufand fix Hun-
¢ dred and Ninety-two, when the Crown wanted

¢ further Supplies. Then indeed, a Motion was

‘ made, that fuch Accounts might be brought
‘ in: But the Reafon of the Motion appears-on
¢ the Journal, wrz. ¢ That it might be the bet-
¢ ter known what Supplies were neceffary to be
‘“ given to their Majefties,” ¢ {o that they were
not called for as a Ricur, but defired as a
DirecTion for their Difcretion in the Grants
they were making : And for the fame Reafon,
they have been, every Scflion fince, brought
into Parliament : So that, in Truth, were not
Supplies demanded, fuch Accounts would not
have been tendered : And the going through
the Accounts, is only to enable the Houle to
¢ judge, what may be the Meafure for the Sup-
* ply; not to ApPROPRIATE the Ballance, if any

¢ there
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¢ there fhould be ; for that remains as Money ;
¢ already vefted in the Crown, for public Ser-
¢ vices: And I do not know of any Inftance,
¢ where fuch Ballance has ever been APPROPRI-
¢ arep by Parliament. without the previous
¢ Confent of the Crown.” 7
The only Ufe'intended to be made, at prefent,
of this long Quotation is to obferve, that unlefs
the Author can fupport the Fact herein laid down,
namely, that the Parliament in 1692, and all
other fubfequent Parliaments, in applying for the
public Accounts to be laid before them, far from
intending to caLL For fuch Accounts as THEIR .
RicuT, meant only to defire them as a Direiion ; it
would feem to be acknowledged by himfelf that
the Caufe he had been contendingfor muftbegiven
up: Now, if, inftead of the Author’s being able
to fupport this Fact, the true Falt fhould, on the
contrary, turn out, that the Accounts are, in reali-
ty, called for, as the Parliament’s RicHT, and not
merely defired as a Directignfor their Difcretion, and
that their calling for them in this Light is a fuf-
ficient Proof, that ¢ the Produce of thefe Funds
¢ is ACCOUNTED FOR to Parliament,’ which latter
the Author feems readily to admit ; then muft he
of Neceflity confefs, that this principal Objection
to his Doérine remains ftill in its original Force ;
and the Inference, that therefore ¢ this Produce
¢ is public Money, fubject to parliamentary Ap-
¢ plication, without other Con/ens than what is
¢ given by the royal Affent to the Bill, when
¢ paffed into 2 Law,” muft likewife be confefled
. by him a legitimate Inference; to the total Over-
throw of all that he has been pleading for, in
Support of his Clients.

- The only Proof he adduces in Support of
his Aflertion, ¢ that the Accounts are not
¢ called for as a parliamentary Right,” is the

. fhort Article in the Journal of 1692, juft now
quoted,
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quoted, wviz. that the Reafon afligned for the
Motion for thé Accounts was, ¢ That it might
¢ be the better known what Supplies were necef=
¢ fary to be given to their Majefties;”” and will
any Man, who knows the very firft Principles of
Reafoning, admit, that {o equivocal a_Circum-
ftance as this, in a Matter of {uch exten{ive Con-
fequence to the Rights of the Nation, ought to
be taken as a f{ufficient Warrant for the Author,
firft to affume, ¢ That the Parliament in 1692,
¢ and all .fublequent Parliaments, were fenfible
¢ that they had no parliamentary Right to call
¢“ for the public Accounts;” and then, to draw this
moft deftructive Conclufion, “ That the public
‘“ Money, once it is vefted “in the Crown for
‘“ public Services, 1s no longer. to be accounted
¢_for to Parliament;”’, might not the Parliament,
though ever fo fenfible of its being their Right to
call for'the public Accounts, yet give a Reafon
for their calling for them; and can it poffibly be
thought to follow, that becaufe they gave the
Reafon mentioned above for their calling for them
at that Time, therefore they, and all fubfequent
Parliaments, meant to confine themfelves folely
to that Reafon, and never to call for them for
any other ? On the contrary, do not we find, in
this very Parliament, a Committee appointed  to
inquire how the Committee of Grievances might
come by Papers and Records in the Hands of the
Commiflioners of the Revenue, and other their
Majefties Officers ; and afterwards, on having
fearched for Precedents, reporting in the follow-
ing Manner: ¢ And from the faid Precedents,
¢ we are humbly of Opinion, that the Committee
¢ of Grievances may come at Records, Accompts,
¢ and Papers, in the Hands of any of rheir Majef-
¢ ttes Officers of the Revenue, or others, by the
“ Orpers of the faid Committee, fent to the

¢ refpective
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¢ refpective Perfons in whofe Cuftody the fame
¢ remain.’ Here then we have an Inftance of the
Houfe of Commons thinking themfelves qualified
in their own Right to call for public Accounts,
for a very different Reafon from what the Houfe
gives immediately after, for ordering the State of
the Revenue of the Nation, and the Eftablith-
ment, both civil and military, to be brought the
next Day into the Houfe, namely, the Reafon
juft above-mentioned in"the Author’s Quotation ;
and it is too material to be here overlooked,
¢ that in Confequence of the Application of this
¢ Committee of Grievances, a felect Committee
¢ was appointed by the Houfe to ftate the Ac-
¢ counts from the Papers brought in by the Com-
¢ miflioners of the Revenue, and to prepare a
¢ Charge againft any Perfon or Perfons they
fhould fee occafionto charge, as to any forfeited
¢ TLands, Goods or Chattles embezzled or con-
¢ verted to private Ufe, &%’ When the Houle
of Commons thought themfelves at Liberty in
their own Right, and not in Virtue of any Con-
{ent or Direction, to inquire into the Application
of Forfeitures, a Fund which they had not created,
can there remain any Poflibility of Doubt, that
they muft look upon themfelves as moft unquef-
tionably poffeffed of the Right of inquiring into
the Application of all Money granted by them/elves,
for the Ules of Government in this Kingdom ?
and when we find them exercifing a Right of
calling for Accounts in relation to Forfeitures,
furely, no one can difpute but that their imme-
diately afterwards ordering the State of the Re-
venue to be brought in, was, likewife, exercifing
a Power in Virtue of their own Right, though they
thought fit to mention the Purpofe for which this
State of the Revenue was then called for.
‘But though more than enough may have been
faid in Proof of the Houfe of Commons at this
Time

L}
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Time looking on it as their inherent Right to call
for the public Accounts, yet would it be inexcu-
fable to pafs over this fhort Seflion without
taking Notice of a very remarkable Incident that
happened in the Courfe of it : It had been, with-
out all Doubt, a Praice in former Reigns to fend
over, from England, Bills ready drawn, fome of
them Money-Bills, to be pafled into Laws by the
two Houfes of Parliament of this. Kingdom
and in Purfuance of this Prattice, two Money-
Bills of this Sort weére by Order of the Lord
Lieutenant prefented to this Houfe; foon after
which we find the Houfe of Commons came to
the following Refolutions :

¢ Refolved, Thatit was, and is, the undoubted
¢ Right of the Houfe of Commons of Ireland,
¢ in Parliament aflembled, to prepare and refolve
¢ the Ways and Means of raifing Money.

¢ Refolved, That it was, and is, the Jole and
¢ undoubted nght of the Commons, to prepare
¢ Heads of Bills for raifing Money.
¢ Refolved, That notwithftanding the afore-
faid Rights of the Commons, this Houfe doth
think fit, upon Confideration of the prefent Exi-
gencies -of Affairs, and the public Neceflity of
{peedily raifing a Supply for their Majefties, to
order a Bill tranfmitted out of England, inti-
tuled, an A& for an additional Duty of Excife
upon Beer, Ale, and other Liquors, be now
read :
¢ Refolved, Nemine Contradicente, ‘That the
receiving or reading of the faid Bill, fo tranf-
mitted as aforefaid, be not drawn into Prefi- -
dent hereafter.’
The next Day, a Motion being made that the
other Bill, intituled, an Act for granting to their
Majefties certain Dutles for one Year, might be
read, it paffed in the Negative,

S 6 8 & &N
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¢ Refolved,




[ 9]
. “ Refolved, That the faid Bill be rejeted by
~ ¢ this Houlfe,

¢ Refolved, That it be entered in the Journal
¢ of this Houfe, that the Reafon why the faid
¢ Bill was rejeted, is, that the fame had not its
¢ Rife in this Houfe.’

In a few Days after, we find the Lord Lieute-
nant putting an End to the Seffion ; and juft be-
fore the Prorogation, in an Article of his Speech,
exprefling himfelf to the following Effet:

I am troubled that you Gentlemen of the Houfe of
Commons (hould fo far mifiake yourfelves as to in-
trench on their Majefties Prerogative, and the Rights
of the Crown of England, as you did on the 274h

of O&ober laft, when, by a declaratory Vote, you

affirmed, That it is the fole and undoubted Right
of the Commons of freland to prepare Heads of
Bills for raifing Money ; and alfo again, on the
twenty-eighth of the fame Month, when you rejected
a Bill fent over in the ufual Form, intituled an Aét
for granting to their Majefties certain Duties for one
Year, you voted, That it fhould be entered in
your Journals, that the Realon why the, faid Bill
was rejected, was, that the fame had not its Rife

in your Houfe. o
T hefe Votes of yours being contrary to the Statutes
of the Tenth of Henry the Seventh, and the Third
and Fourth of Philip and Mary, and the continued
Praétice ever fince -1 find myfelf obliged to affert
their Majefties Prerogative and the Rights of the
Crown of England, in thefe Particulars, 1n Juch a
Manner _as may. be moft public and permanent 5 and
therefore I do bere, in full Parliament, make my
Proteft againft thofe Votes, and the Entry of them
in the Journal of the Houfe of Cominons : W hich
Proteft I require the Clerk of this Houfe to read, and
afterwards to enter it in the Fournals of this Houfe,
that 1t-may remain as a Vindication of their Majefties
B Prerogative,

Za
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Prerogative, and the Right of the Crown of Eng-
land . thefe Particulars, to future Ages. =~ =

" Here let it be obferved, that though the Lord
1.jeutenant appears to be not a little in bad Mu-
mour, yet no Part of his Refentment is occafi-
oned by the Houfe of Commons having called
for the public Accounts, in the Manner it has
juft now been fhewn they did, nor oceafioned by
their inquiring, in Virtue of their own Right,
into the Manner of their Majefties Officers apply- -
ing of Forfeitures: The Doétrine, ¢ That the
¢ King is poflefled of Powers and Prerogatives
¢ over the Properties of the People, for the Ex-
¢ ercife of which he is accountable only to God,’
and the Pratice confequent upon it, being a-
mongft the worft of the Evils from which we
were delivered by King #illiam, of ever glorious
Memory ; it was not in Nature, that {o recently,
under a Revolution Government, this moft poi-
fonous Dotrine fhould be attempted to be re-
vived ; it is plain, that the fole apparent Caufe
of his Difpleafire was, not even the rejecting
of the Bill, but'the Rea/on that had been given
for rejecting it, ¢ Becaufe the fame had not its

" ¢« Rife in their Houfe;” this he afferts to be

fuch a Violation of their Majefty’s Prerogative,
and the Right of the Crown of England, that he
finds himfelf obliged to enter his Prozeff; at the
fame Time, founding this Right of the Crown
folely on'the Statutes of Henry the Seventh, and
of Philip and Mary, when this Country bore ro
other Refemblance to what it is now, than an heip-
fefs Infant bears to a well-grown Man ; but be this
as it will, no Part of the prefent Debate .can be
in the leaft affefted by the Doétrine of this
Speech; the contrary being univerfally, at this
Day, acknowledged to be an effential Article
in our conftitutional parliamentary Rights ; nay,

| even
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even our Author admits ¢ That the Right of
¢ granting Money,is in the Commons:” From the
Whole we may learn, that it is no impoflible
Thing for a Chief Governor of this Country to
wax wroth, and to charge, and reprefent the
faithful, and thoroughly well-affected  Com-
mons of Jreland as guilty of a violent Invafion of
the Prerogative of the beft of Kings, when, all
the while, thofe zealoufly loyal Subjelts were do-
ing no more than what, our Author himfelf be-
ing Judge, they might reafonably think them-
felves neceffarily obliged to do, in Vindication of
their own Rights, and the effential Rights of
their Country. This Parliament never atter got
Leave to meet, but, after two or three Proroga-
tions, were, fome time before Seprember, 1693,
in the Iflue diffolved.

A new Parliament was called in the Year 1695,
in which the Practice was continued of fending
a Money-Bill from England ; which was received,
and pafled by the Houfe, without any Objettion
appearing in their Journals : But will any Man,
at this Time of Day, alledge, that ¢ thatisa Pre-
¢ cedent of the greateft?V eight, to prove a parliamen-
¢ tary Acknowledgment of this Practice being no
¢ more than anAffirmanceof bisMajefty's Prerogative
¢ and Right of the Crewn * 2 Had not a very
large Number of the Parliament of 1695 been like-
wife Members of the Parliament of 1692, and
do not we fee above, that it was unanimoufly re-
{olved, that even the receiving and reading of a
Money-Bill, brought into the Houlfe according
to this Practice, fhould not be brought into Pre-
cedent hereafter 7 And fhould this Praftice
have continued ever fo long, what could it have
proved ?- It might, indeed, poffibly prove, that,

in fome Inftances, Right had been overborn by
Power,

* Sec CoNsIDERATIONS, &e. Page 12,
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Power, and that in others, an incautious or over-
cautious Houfe of Commons had, from Confide-
rations of Prudence, beet induced to wave the
Claiming, or Exertion, of this Right; "nay, -it
might poflibly have proved, that a Majority of a
Houfe of Commons might have been fo wretch-
edly corrupted and feduced, as bafely to give up
what they knew to be the undoubted and effential

Right of their own Body, and from the nature

of the thing, neceffarily inherent at all Times
in the Reprefentatives of the People ; one or
other, or all of thefe at different Times, fuch
a Praltice might poflibly have proved; but
furely it fs impoffible it ever fhould prove, that
the real Right of granting Money is not in the
Commons ; this Right had begn, in the ftrongeft
Terms, afferted by the Houfe of Commons, a few
Years before, and is now univerfally acknow-
ledged to be their undoubted, inherent, and con-
ftitutional Right, ' :

This however demonftrably fhews, that in
determining Queftions concerning conftitutio-
nal Rights, Refort muft of Neceflity be had .
to much more invariable Principles than Prac-
tice and Precedents : God and Nature have
conferred certain inherent Rights on Men ; Rea-
fon and Senfe, for the more effectual Confervation
of thefe Rights, and for this Purpofe principally,
have conferred certain delegated Rights on the
various Orders or Powers of civil Government ;
whatever Claims of Rights therefore, in anyofthofe
Orders, fhall be found effential for this original
and unchangeable Purpofe, muft of Neceflity be
allowed ftrictly conftitutional, whether Practice
and Precedent have been for, or againft them :
And for the fame Reafon, whatever Precedents
or Praltices fhall be found deftructive or injurious
to thofe eflential Rights, let them be ever fo
ancient, “or of Jong Continuance, they muft of
courfe be ackmowledeed anticonftitutional, and

: therefore
o5 Y SR .‘_
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therefore to be abrogated as foon as the Nature
and Circumftances of the Cafe, according to the
Judgment of Reafon and Senfe, will permit: It
1s true, that the prefent Article of Inquiry doth
not ftand in immediate nced of the Aid of this
Obfervation, as it fortunately happens, that Prac-
tice and Precedent are on the fame Side with
Right ; but there may be great Propriety in keep-
ing it in the Reader’s Mind notwithftanding, as
neither the Nature nor the Importance of the
Queftion now under Debate can poflibly be un-
derftood without it:

But though thisParliament waved the claiming of
aRight,towhich, itisnow univerfallyacknowleged,
they had anunqueftionable conftitutional Title; yet
we fhallfind them, in very exprefsTerms, exercifing
that Right, which our Author would have us be-
lieve neither the former or any fubfequent Par-
liament. had ever claimed, namely, the Right of
calling for the public Accounts, and calling for
them for a quite different Purpofe, than only to
¢ judge what might be the Meafure for the Supply.’
There are many Paffages in the Journal of that
Parliament, which are dire¢t to this Purpofe;
but it will be fufficient, for the Satisfaction of
the Reader, to point out the few following, in
the fecond Volume of the printed Journals;
where he will find the Houfe, p. 655. applying
for a diftinct yearly Account of all Receipts and
Payments of his Majefty’s Revenue, from 1689
to 1695, to be laid before the Houfe, and like-
wife of all Arrears ftanding out; which was
accordingly  laid before them.  Surely this
could not be for a Direstion of their Difcretion in
the Grants they were making. P.657. The Ac-
counts of his Majefty’s certain and cafual Reve-
nue were likewife laid before them, from 1689
to 1695. P. 660. They grant a Supply .to his
Majefty, not exceeding 163,325/ Apnd after-

‘ | wards,
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wards, order a Committee to examine the feve-

ral public Accounts, which had been laid before
them by the feveral Officers of the Revenue. As

- this was done pofterior to their granting the Sup-

ply, moft evident it is, that the Defign of it
muft be fomething very different from a Direc-
tion what Quantity to grant. And ih p. 666.
we find Papers called for relating to the Mifcar-
riages of the Revenue, P. 68o. The Committee,
appointeﬁ to examine the publicAccounts, make a
long Report, after having perufed thefe feveral
Papers, in which the Reader will find, that not-
withftanding that the King’s Letter had been pro-
duced, authorizing the Commiflioners of the
Revenue to difpofe of the Produét of his Majef-
ty’s Revenue, in acertain Manner; and notwith-
ftanding this related wholly to his Majefty’s here-
ditary Revenue ; and notwithftanding, likewife,
that this Manner had been laid before the Com-
miflioners of Accounts in England, and approved
of by them; yet we find here the Committee
cenfuring this Manner, as an Inlet to Fraud and
Deceit in the Accounts of his Majefty’s Revenue,
and cenfuring, likewife, the Pay-mafter-General,
for his Manner of accounting, though it had
been warranted by the Commifiioners of Accompts
in England, and Vouchers fent over by him
thither purfuant to theirWarrant; and the Reafon
they give, 1s, that Vouchers fhould appear here
for the feveral Payments made in this Kingdom :
And to-mention no more from this Parliament,
the laft ‘in K. #illiam’s Reign. (P. 847.) We
find the Committee defiring, that the Houfe might
order, that a Particular of the Debt due by his
Majefty, and the particular Years and Times

when it became due, and alfo an Account of

the Forfetures, and the Receiver-General’s Re-
ceipts and Payments. fince Fannary 1691, might
be laid,before the Houfe ; which the Houfe

v ordered



{151

ordered accordingly. Thus far it would feem
very evident that theHoufe of Commons, through-
out King William’s Reign, had no Kind of
Doubt of their Right, notonly to call for Accounts
of Money given by themfelves, but Accounts
likewife of the kereditary Revenue, and alfo of the
cafiual, fuch as Forfeitures, &¢. in direct Contra-
di¢tion to the Doétrine of our Author. It can
hardly be neceffary to obferve, that the chief
Governor, in this Reign, gave the ftrongeft Af-
furances from the Throne, ¢ that whatever
¢ Monies the Houfe of Commons gave, fhould
¢ be applied to the Ufes for which they were
¢ given; and that, inall thefe Things, the King
¢ expected nothing from them, but what was
¢ neceflary for their own Eftablifhment and
¢ Safety.’ .

In the Reign of Queen Anre, we have not
only numerous and unqueftionable Inftances of
the Houfe of Commons calling for the public
Accounts, in their -own Right, but likewife,
moft evident Proof of the hereditary Revenue
being confidered as public Money, to be ac-
counted for to Parliament; and, in one or two
Inftances, redundant Money remaining in the
Treafury, after the Purpofes of Government for
the preceding Years had been anfwered, applied
to the Credit of the Nation, and afterwards ac-
counted for to Parliament; which laft, will not
only be an unanfwerable Refutation of every ma-
terial Article alledged by our Author, but an
Inftance; bearing a very ftrong Refemblance of
the principal Subject at prefent in Debate, namely,
that the Houfe of Commons confiders it as their
conftitutional Right,to apply any redundantMoney
which they fhall happen to find in theT'reafury, to
the Credit and future Exigencies of the Nation,
without any Imagination of a previousLeave from

the Crown, in any Senfe, being neceflary.  Of the
numerous
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numerous Inftances in regard to the firft Article, it
will be needlefs, after what has already been pointed
out under the former Reign, to mention more than
the few following. Printed ournals, Vol. lI.

P. 25.

“ Ordered,an Account of the additional Funds, of
¢ the Produce or Value of the prefent Branches of
¢ the Revenue, and the prefent Eftablithment, and
“ all formerEftablifbments,{ince:1692, to be laid be-
* fore the Houfe by the proper Officers :” Can there
be a more dire¢t Evidence of the Commons
calling for the public Accounts in their own
Right? (P. 54.) We find the Houfe came to the
two following remarkable Refolutions; firft,
Refolved, ¢ that the Funds grauted by Parliament,
¢ and the Revenue of the Kingdom, were fufficient
¢ to fupport the Government, and difcharge the
¢ public Debts to and for Michaelmas, 1%03.
Here it is carefully to be remarked, that the
Funds granted by Parliament, which are now
generally known by the Name of the additional
Duties, and which were granted by the laft Par-
liament of K. ZZilljam, had all of them expired
before Michaelmas 14703 ; comfequently, that
there muft have been, according to their Manner
of ftating the public Accounts, a Redundance of
Money in theT'reafury, at theTime they expired
and that this Redundance, together with the
growing Produce of the Revenue of the Kingdom,
(confifting fo materially of the hereditary Duties,
that the whole is now generally expreffed by that
Phrafe) was all of it Money which ought, in Juf-
tice, to be applied to the Support of Government,
and the Difcharge of the public Debts: And that
they infifted, as far as in them lay, onits being
all of it public Money, and fubjet to no other
Application, is evident, from their fecond Refo-
lution, in thefe Words, ¢ Refolved, that the
¢ Supply 70 be granted to her Majefty, be a Sum
¢ fufficient, to make up the Deficiency of the

¢ Revenue
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¢ Revenue to fupport the neceflary Branches
¢ of the Eftablithment for two Years ending
¢ at Michaelmas 1705.° Here we fee, that
whatever the State of the Accounts, given in by
the Officers of the Crown, might reprefent to the
contrary, the Houfe of Commons infifted that
there bad, or foon muff, {o much Money come
into the Treafury, from the Funds formerly
granted by Parliament, and from the ftandir;%
Revenue of the Kingdom, as fully to anfwer all
the Exigencies of Government, and the Dif-
charge of the public Debts, down to Michaelmas
1703 ; and that no other Provifion fhould be
made by them for thefe Purpofes : Doth not this
look very like the ¢laiming dnd actually exer-
cifing a Power, over all Money brought into the
Treafury, whether from the hereditary Duties,
or the temporary Funds? We fee it here like-
wile infifted on, in as ftrong Terms as Words
can exprefs, that all the ftanding Revenue of
the Kingdom zuff be applied in Support of the
neceffary Branches of the Eftablithment; and
that the temporary parliamentary Supplies are
only to come in Aid, and to make up the Defi-
ciency of this eftablithed Revenue. The Houfe
afterwards proceed to return Thanks to their
Committee, for faving to the Nation, by their
Care in ftating the Accounts, the Sum of
103,388 /. 85. 4d. which, by Mifreprefentation,
was charged as a Debt on the Nation; and in
fome Time after, on finding that the then Audi-
tor-General -had been the Author of that Mifre-
prefentation, they did not indeed expel him,
for this was carried in the Negative, but they
refolved, that he was unfit for any public Em-
ployment in this Kingdom, and that he fhould
be committed to the Conftable of the Catftle,
during the Pleafure of the Houfe, for fuch Mif-

reprefentation.
| C The
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‘The Supply granted for the two Years to
come, by this Seflion, was the Sum of 150,000/
and, on the Opemng of the next Seflion, we do
not find, in the Speech from the Throne, that

there was any Difguft conceived againft the

Condu¢t of the Houfe of Commons, in the Sef-
fion preceding, as having invaded the Queen’s

.Prerogative, .10 medd]mg with her hereditary

Revenue without her previous Confent; very

‘much otherwife: The utmoft which at that Time

the Court feemed to think themlfelves intitled,
not {o properly to claim, as to pomt out, as rea-

{onable Meafures to the Commons, in ftating

the public Accounts, were, ¢ That the Arrears,

“ not any Money in the aﬂual Receipt  of the
Treafury, but the Arrears flill ftanding out,
uncollected, of the preceding Year, muft
always be applned to make good the Payments-
of the prefent Year; and that in a Time of
War and Danger, theré is 2 Neceflity of having
Money in the Treafury, to anfwer fudden
Emergencies ;" And it is remarkable that, not-
withftanding what had been faid from the Throne,
the Supply granted that Seflion for the two fuc-
ceeding Years, was no more than what had been
granted the Seflion before.

" In the next Seffion, held in the Year 1904,
we find the Committee of Accounts moving the
Houlfe, that a proper Officer be appointed, wheo
may fland obliged to ballance the Accounts of the
Nation, and lay them before the Houfe in a juft and

o & &N B

proper Method : Could our Author have known

any Thing of this, and yet allow himfelf to fay,
that ¢ Accounts were #oz called for, as a Right,
¢ but defired as a Direltion, &¢. and that for
¢ the fame Reafon, they have, every Seffion
¢ {ince, been brought into Parliament ?* I
he did not know how fo material a Fact
ftood, how came he to reft his Anfwer to what

he
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he calls the principal Objection, folely upon an
Affertion, without making any Inquiry whether-
it was true or falfe? If he did know, can that’
be thought an honeft Caufe, which requires fuch
Arts to fupport it? But be it as it will, in re-
fpect to the Advocate, moft certain it is, that
{feveral of his Clients, who have been zealous in
propagating this Production, could not but
know that this grand Article, on which fo much
depends, was utterly falfe. 'The Supply granted
in this Seflion was for one Year and three Quar-
ters, ending the z4th of, Fune, 1709, and the
Sum 135,000/

In the next Seffion, held in May; 1709, Lord
Wharton, in s Speech from the Throne, ac-
quaints the Houfe of Commons, ¢ that in order
¢ to their having no Caufe to doubt or to com-
plain in any Particular, her Majefty had com-
manded him to dire¢t the proper Officers, that
a perfect State be laid before them of the Re-
venue, and of all Accounts relating to the Pub-
lic, which he had Reafon to hope and believe
would be done in fuch a Manner, as fhould be
to every Gentleman’s Satisfaction : And after-
wards, in the fame Speech, ‘afluring them,
that whatever Money fhould be paid by them,
would be laid out among themfelves, and em-
ployed wholly for ‘their own Service, and for
their own Security.’

In this Seffion, we find, on ftating the national
Accounts, a Report from the Committee, in
thefe Words, ¢ So that upon the Whole,” (a
Quarter of a Year’s Quit Rent being included)
¢ there will remain, in Credit to the Nation,
mark the Words, it is not faid ¢ to the Crown,’
but, ¢.in Credit to the Nation, at Midfummer
¢ 1709, over and above all Charges, the Sum of
¢ 91,019/ 15. 5d.5.” which Report was refer-
red by the Houfe, to the Committee of Supply :°

- - [ - "~ "~ "~ & ~ - - o
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And next Seffion held in 1710, the Committee
of Accounts reportto the Houfe, ¢ that the Bal-
¢ lance due to the Natron at Midfummer 1709,
¢ amounting to 71,019/. 15. 5d.5 has been
¢ duely credited to the Public.” Is not this a
dire& Proof, that Redundancies were underftood
by the Adminiftration, as well as the Houfe of
Commons;, to be alike {ubjected to Account, with
the current Supplies? Doth not this ftill farther
appear, from the State of the Accounts in that
Seflion, on which the Committee reported, thata
Ballance would remain at Midfummer, due to the
Nation, of 11,547/, 7s. 11d. % which Sum, in
the fucceeding Seflion 1711, is reported to have
been duely credited to the Public, and that on
ftating the Accounts, there remained at Midfum-
mer 1711, in Credit to the NaT10N, a Ballance of
6433]. 175+ 7d.%. which Sum, together, with the

growing Revenue, and new Accounts, were carried
forward to Chriftmas 1911 ; and the Charge of the

Public happening {o far to exceed its Credit, that
they computed there would be then a Deficiency
of 34,010l 14s. 5d. 5 ; doth it not clearly ap-
pear, that the above redundant Sum of 6433/
¢, was liquidated with the growing Revenue,
and new Aids, and confidered by the Houfe of
Commons as fubjected to the fame Appointment
and Application with the ufual Supplies? And is
not that redundant Sum, by this Report, to which
the Houfe agreed, taken and applied towards
difcharging a Debt which they forefaw would be
incurred by the Nation, at the Chriffmas following ?
From thefe feveral Articles above recited,
during the Reign of Queen Anue, doth it not
moft evidently appear,
Firft, That the %—Ioufe of Commons uniformly
claimed, in their own Right, a Power to order
the public Accounts to be laid before them ; and
thaty not merely to enable them to judge what
may



rr—r—'v--- kit AL Y
3 IO
k [ 21 ] ( /

may be the Meafure for the Supply, as our Au-
thor would have us believe, p. 42. but for va-
rious other Purpofes, and particularly to prevent
the Officers of the Crown from defrauding the Nation.
Indeed, if the Author meant any thing that is,
fair and honeft, by the Words he makes ufe of,
namely, ¢ to enable them to judge what may be
¢ the Meafure for the Supply,” a plain Man muft
imagine that he has himfelf well nigh given up the
whole of his Caufe; for if, on finding aRedundancy
' the Treafury, the Houfe ought to diminifh the
Supply, in Proportion, for the enfuing two Years,
the Expenees of the Eftablifhment continuing the
fame ; what is this Jefs, than admitting, to all
Intents and Purpofes, that the Houfe has a con-
ftitutional Right to apply all this Redundancy to
the Credit of the Nation, and for anfwering the
ordinary Exigencies of Government, for the en-
fuing two Years? If this Author means, that
it is only when the Treafur is empty, and
the Funds have proved de cient, that the
Houfe of Commons fhould have any thing to
do with the public Accounts; that is, that
their Bufinefs is only to increafe, and never to
diminith the national Taxes, he is now to
fpeak out, and not referve this unpalatable Part
of his Doctrine till a more feafonable Opportu-
nity: An Opportunity, for Inftance, when the
Gentlemen of this Country fhall come to be more
thoroughly difciplined, and more generally re-
conciled to the wholefome Doctrine of ¢ cealing
¢ to judge for themfelves,” or pretend to diftin-
guifh betwixt material and not material, Right and

Wrong, in the Tranfactions of Parliament.
Thefe are Matters, much too arduous for
rifp - Underftandings 5 and not only fo, but
Matters which they fhall find, to their Coft,
are not to be meddled with, without ex-
Poﬁng themfelves to much perfonal Evil;
forewarned,
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forewarned, as fome of them may think them-
felves already to be, ¢ that every Gentleman of
¢ the Houfe of Commons, who fhall fcruple to
¢ follow implicitly, wherefoever a chief ‘Gover-
¢ nor’s Secretary, or any other Perfon in whom
¢ he happens to place his Confidence, fhall think
¢ proper to lead ; or fhall refufeplacidly toregifter,
¢ without further Examination, whatever Ediéts
¢ this Perfon of Confidence fhall bring into the
¢ Houfe; muft lay his Account to be treated as
¢ difaffected to his Majefty, and deferving all
¢ the Severity which the Plenitude of the chief
¢ Governor’s Power, for fupporting what he may
¢ efteem the Dignity of Government, enables
¢ him to ufe; qualified by nothing but his own
¢ perfonal Humanity.” But, ‘

2dly, I'he uniform Practice of theHoufe of Com-
mons, in the Courfe of the Reign of Q_Anne, muft
abundantly fhew, ¢ thatal/ Money brought into
¢ the Treafury, was counted by them as the Mo-
ney of the NaTion; and all Money found in
the Treafury, or ftanding out in folvent Ar-
rears, at the Time of their Inquiry into the pub-
lic Accounts, was confidered as fo much Money
applicable by them, towards difcharging any
national Debt which might happen to be in-
curred, before the growing Supplies could be
brought in, and at all times to be applied 1o the
¢ Credit of the Natwon.” Thefe Rights, it is un-
deniable, were claimed ; thefe Rights, it is un-
deniable, were exercifed by the Commons of
Ireland, and never once called into Queftion by
the Adminiftration under the Queen : And laftly,
thefe Rights muft be fufficient to juftify the
whole of the late Procedure in the Houfe of Com-
mons, which is now the Subject in Debate, unlefs
fome Reafon can be thewn why the Houfe of Com-
mons, under the prefent Royal Family, fhould
not
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not enjoy the fame Rights which they had done
under the late Qeeen. |
Sorrow and Confufion muft be the una-

voidable Portion of every honeft Whig, if Pre-
rogative {hould be found, in any Inftance, under
their fingularly favourite Succeflion of the pre-
fent royal Family, to be fet up in Oppofition to
fuch Rights of the zealoully loyal Houfe of Com-
mons of Ireland, as they were left in the full
Enjoyment of, at the Demife of that Princefs : Bat
happily for all, in purfuing the prefent Method
of Inquiry, it will evidently turn out, that not
the leaft Symptom of this fortis to be found, till
the Search is brought down to the Commence-
ment of the prefent Adminiftration in the Year
1751.

7In the firft Seffion of Parliament of KingGeorgel.
his Majefty, in his Anfwer tothe Addrefs of the
Houfe of Commons, thanks the Houfe for their Pro-
mife of Supplies, and gives them his Affurance, that
they fhall be employed for the Welfare of fo faith-
ful, and obedient a People; and in p. 64. of theJour-
nals, Vol. 4th, the Houfe orders Accounts to be
laid before them, of the hereditary Revenue, as
well as the additional Duties, ever fince the
Year 1698 : And, in p. 73. the Committee takes
Notice of Accounts, &c. having been laid
before them, ¢ both by Direttion of the Houle,
¢ and by the refpective Officers, from whom the
¢ {amewas required; they next proceed to acquaint
the Houfe, ¢ that due Credit had ‘been given to
¢ the Publicj for the Sum which the Committee
¢ of 1711 had reported to be due to the Nation,’
as mentioned above: In this Report they take
Notice ¢ that the Accounts had been ftated to
¢ their Satisfaction, by the Accountant-General,
¢ the Officer to that Service appointed upon former
¢ Qrders of Parliament.”  After this, there furely

need be no more Proof that the Houfe exercifed
' the
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the Power of calling for Accounts, &F¢. in their
own Right.

The Committee of Supply, after having had the
Report of the Committee of Accounts laid
before them, came to the following Refolutions,
that Credit ought to be given o the Kingdom for
71421 3s. being {o much Money uniffued of the
Barrack Fund. Ismnot this Claim of Power over
the Redundancy of a Fund fet apart by hisMajefty,
a Circumftance peculiarly ftrong in Favour of the
Right of the Houfe of Commons over public Mo-
ney remaining unapplied ? |

They next refolve, ¢ That 16106/, 115. ;.
¢ is the Sum due at Michaelmas 1715, to
¢ difcharge the Debt of the Nation. Zbirdly
¢ that a Supply be granted to his Majefty, for the
¢ Payment of faid Debt, and towards the fup-
¢ porting of the neceffary Branches of the Efta-
¢ blithment for two Years, from Michaelmas 1715,
¢ to Michaelmas 1717 3 and. fourthly, that by the
¢ Death and Promotion of feveral half-pay Officers
¢ on the Eftablifhment, there will be a Sum fuf-
¢ ficient to make up the Pay of the half-pay Offi-
¢ cers mow remaining on the faid Eftablifhment,
¢ full half-pay for themfelves and Servants.” Is
not this laft likewife  an Inftance of the Houfe
claiming a Right to point out an Application of
Money already granted by them ?

In the laft Place, they refolve that the Supply
granted to his Majefty be a Sum not exceeding
187,587 125 4d. %. to all which Refolutions the
Houfe did agree. It may not be amifs juft to re-
mark, that though the thort Money-Bill, granting
his Majefty feveral Duties for fix Months, was pal-
fed into a Law before the Houfe had fixed on the
above Sum for the Quantum of the Supply, yet
they make no Difficulty of applying the Produce
of thofe Duties towards making good the faid

Supply : Some Time farther on in this Seﬂiohn,
| the
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the Houfe, upon Notice given them, from the
Government, of a threatened Invafion of thisKing-
dom, came to the following Refolution, which
laid the Foundation of the Loan Debt; the Re-
mainder of which, the late Bill, which gave Oc-
cafion to the prefent Debate, was meant to dif-
charge; ¢ Refolved, nenune contradicente, that
¢ whatever Sums of Money fhall be advanced
¢ and paid into the Treafury, by any Perfon or
¢ Perfons, &c. for the Defence of the Kingdom,
¢ fhall be made good by this Houfe, with legal
¢ Intereft for the fame, out of fuch Aids, as [ball
“ be granted to bis Majefly the next Seffion of Parlia-
¢ ment.’

Here we have the Faith of the Houfe of Com-
mons folemnly pledged to the Public in Behalf
of the Government, and pledged without any
Limitation of Sum ; with this further extraor-
dinary Circumftance attending it, that this un-
bounded Vote of Credit was pafled in the Houle,
without one contradicting Voice : So true it 1s,
that the Prince who rules in the Hearts of his
faithful Commons and Subjeéts, may always be
fure of their Purfes, for {upplying every Exigency
of Government, to the Extremity of their Power |
Muft it not thenbe an evil Office, to attempt
raifing Jealoufies refpecting Prerogative, in the
Breaft of fuch a Prince, to the exquifite Diftrefs,
and, perhaps, irreparable Injury of fuch a People ?

The Sum borrowed by the Government, in
confequence of this Vote of the Commons, was
50,000 Liand thus was laid the Foundation of
the national Debt: And by tracing our parha-
mentary Proceedings, in regard to this Article,
down to the prefent Time, the Reader will
quickly be qualified to judge concerning the
Merits of the Queftion now in Debate ; a Quef-
tion the moft interefting of any that has arifen
in this:Country, at leaft fince the latter End of

D the
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the Reign of Queen Aune, when it was made
a Matter of Debate, whether this Country ought
to concur in fuch minifterial Meafures, as muft
neceffarily have iffued in bringing themfelves
under the Domination of a Popifh Pretenders or
gallantly to withftand them, by a vigorous Ex-
ertion of their conftitutional Rights; animated
by the Profpect of foon living free, and having
their Property and Liberties effetually fecured
to them, in confequence of the Succeflion of the
prefent royal Family; which may God, from
Generation to Generation, preferve at the Head
of a free Britifb Empire !

In the next Seflion of Parliament, 17147, we
find that the national Debt, including this
50,000 /. and the Intereft, amounted, at M-
chaelmas, 1717, t0 94,5441 135 24d. 5. and
a Supply, granted for the Payment of faid Debt,
and towards fupporting the neceffary Branches
of the Eftablithment for two Years, ending
Michaelmas, 1719, not exceeding 279,648 1. 115.
3d. 3. In*ry19, the national Debt, including
the Loan, amounted to 87,511/ 45 7d. =
for Payment of which, and towards fupporting
the Eftablithment for two Years, ending /M-
chaelmas, 1721, a Supply was granted, not €x-
ceeding 3¥2,6637 185 6d. L. In 1721, the
Accounts were carried on to Chriftmas, and then
the national Debt, including the Loan, amount-
ed to 77,2617 65 7d. % and for Payment of
faid Debt, aud fupporting the Eftablithment for
two Years, ending Chriftmas, 1723, a Supply was
granted, not exceeding 331,880/ 145 8d. 3.
In the feveral Aéts of Parliament correfponding
to thefe Refolutions, particular Care was taken

to infert a Claufe to fecure the Paymeént of the

50,000 . Loan, together with Intereft for the
fame, during the Time it fhall continue unpaid :
In 14723, at Chriftmas, the whole Debt of the

Nation
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Nation was computed to 66,3187 8s. 34 L.
and for Payment of this Debt, and fupporting
the Eftablithment for two Years, ending Chriji-
mas, 1725, aSupply was granted, not exceed-
ing 339,368/ 6s5. 64. +. Hitherto we fee,
that the Intention of the Houfe was, to make
Provifion for the Difcharge of the whole Debt,
as well as for anfwering the ordinary Exigencies
of Government, in the Courfe of the enfuing
two Years, for which the refpective Supplies
were granted ; for it is to be obferved, that, in
the Seflion of 1715, the Supply granted for an-
{fwering thefe Exigencies, {&'c. was only 187,587 /.
125. 4d. §; and here, in the Seflion of 1723,
no lefs than the above Sum of 339,368/ 6.
6d. 3. was granted. But though the Supplies,
through various Accidents, always fell fo far
fhort of anfwering this Intention, as to leave the
50,000/ Loan ftill undifcharged, yet from two
Years, to two Years, they exceeded the current
Expences of the Eftablithment; and this Sur-
plus was always applied towards reducing the
national Debt, which, -at Michaelmas, 1717, ex-
clufive of the Loan, amounted to 44,544 /. and
in 1723,.to no more than 16,318/ fo that an
Application does plainly appear here to have
been made for difcharging the national Debt

without any previous Leave from his Majefty.
The Money-Bill, in 1723, reduces the Intereft
of the 50,000/ Loan from 8 to 7 per Cent.
and in cafe the Creditors, or any of them, fhall
be unwilling'to accept of fuch reduced Intereft,
it directs” that they fhall be paid their principal
Money:and Intereft, on their afligning their Sub-
{cription: to the Vice-Treafurer, or his Deputy :
Whatscan be an Evidence of the Houfe of
Commons claiming and exercifing the Power of
Application over the public Money, if this be
pot ?  Parliamentary Faith had been given, and
D2 muft
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muft be facredly maintained ; therefore Provifion

is hereby made, that noné who trufted to it, and

lent their Money, fhould run the {malleft Ha-
sard, or have the leaft Reafon to complain :
This Law likewife enaéts, for the farther Se-
curity of the Creditors, that the Principal and
Intereft of this Loan,” or whatever Part of 1t
(hall remain unpaid at the 25th of December,
1725, fhall then be paid without ‘any Deduc-
tions whatfoever. . .

T'he national Debt, in the Seffion 1725, is ftated
at 118,844/ 5s. 11d. %5 the Supply for the
enfuing two Years is fixed at 292,181 L. n3:i38d.
from Chriftinas, 1725, to 'Chriftmas, 1827 ; the
Claufe of paying the Principal and Intereft of the
ILoan, at the End of thefe two Years, 1s the
{ame with what has juft now been mentioned. In
1724, the firft of his prefent Maiefty, the prefent
Houfe of Commotis ftated the national Debt at
127,371 1 155 6d. and granted a Supply of
298,011/, 35. 6d. 3. and the Money-Bill of
that Seffion continties all the Claufes of the Act
of 174k, relating to the Loan, In 1729, the
national- Debt, on ftating the Accounts, was
found by the Houfe ‘of Commons to ‘amount 0
220,730} 155 34d. 35 for the Payment of
which, and for anfwering the growing Exigen-
cies of Government to 1731, they voted a Sup-
ply of 570,238 . 164. 10d. and the fame Seffion
reduced the Intereft of the Loan of the 50,000/.
to 6 per Cent. in the fame Manner, and on the
fame Terms, with the former Reduétion ; and,
likewife, direted that Debentures {hould be »
ftruck for 150,000/ 'more, to be borrowed at
the fame Intereft, and payable in the fame Man-
ner; thus the Loan ‘was now increafed to
200,000 [. 15,

On ftating the Accounts in the Seffion 1731,
the Houfe found the ' national Debt increafed to

335,400 /.



{.

[ 29 ]
335,4661. 7 s. Ad. +. and towards the Pay.
ment of this Debt, as well as towards fupport-
ing the Eftablifhment for two Years, ending De-
cember, 1733, they grant a Supply of a Sum not
exceeding 624,323 7. 1.

Amongft the Accounts given in by the Offi-
cers of the Crown this Seflion, there 1s an Ab-
ftrat of Receipts and Payments in the Trea-
fury-Office, from Lady-day, 1729, to Lady-day,
1731, and this Abftract begins with a Ballance
remaining in the Trealury at Lady-day, 1729,
of 2,7151. 15. 6d. . True, the Ballance, at
this Time, is not very confiderable ; but this
alters not the Cafe ; it is as plain, as Fals can
make it, that there was no Imagination in thofe
Days, nor, indeed, at any Time before or fince,

~ 1ill our Author, and his Clients, have taken

very ftrange Things, and full of malignant Ten-
dency, into their Head ; no Imagination but that
all Money brought into the T'reafury, oughs to be
accounted for to Parliament ;. and accordingly,
this Ballance is the firft Article in that Abftratt
now mentioned, brought, by the Officer of the
Crown, to the Credit of the Nation; to this

is added the Produce. of 4l/ the Branches of

his Majefty’s Revenue, hereditary, cafual,
and biennial Supplies; and to the total of
thefe, are fet in Oppofition all the Payments

made out of the Treafury, and from thence a

Ballance is ftruck either to the Credit or Debit of
the Nation ; juft as on totting up the feveral Ar-
ticles of the two oppofite Columns, the Matter
{hall happen to turn out.

In this Seflion, we find the national Debt in-
creafed to fuch a Sum, that the Houfe of Com-
mons, defpairing of being able to raife Supplies
within the two Years, fuch as would be fufficient
to fupport the Eftablithment, and, at the {fame
Time, difcharge this Debt, dire¢t Debentures
0 be flruck for the Loan of another hundred

thoufand
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thoufand Pounds, and, at the fame Time, they
teduce the Intereft of the whole three hundred
thoufand Pounds to five per Cent. with the fame
Provifos in Favour of the Creditors, as were
above-mentioned, when the former Reduction
was made.

* In the Seflion' 1733, we find the Accounts
carried on in the fame Manner with ‘that of the
former Seflion’; the Ballance in the Treafury
being the firft Article brought to the Credit of
the Nation ; we find likewife a Saving of 1,335 /.
15. 9d. +. onthe civil Eftablifhment, occafioned
by Vacancies on the Benches of the Exchequer
and CommonPleas and a farther Saving of 5,090 /.
4 5. 3. claimed by the Committee to be applied to
the’ Credit of the Nation ; and, accordingly thefe
two Sums were ‘placed to Credit by 'the Houfe,
and the Debt of the Nation voted to be a Sum not
exceeding 371,312 L 125. 2 4. 5. and to difcharge
this Debt, and ‘anfwer’ the current Exigencies of
the next twoYears, ‘they grant a Supply not ex-
ceeding 658,727 L 45. 8 d. +. The Committee ob-
ferve farther, that there is a Ballance of the Loan
Duties, after paying the Intereft,’ amounting to the
Surn’ of 26,006 /. gs. '2d. % which being ap-
plied as the At direéts, thefe are their own Words,
it will reduce the principal Loan of 300,060 /. to
the Sum of 273,9937/ 105. 9d.

It ‘appears, from the Accounts in' 1735, that
24,7001 was applied to the'Reduction of faid
principal Sum, and that a Ballance of 1,424 7. 17 s.
10d. ftill remained in the Treafurer’s Hands, to
to be applied to the fame Purpofe : Is there the
leaft Trace of previous Leave «for this Applica-
tion? Poflibly, fome Folks may think to get rid
of this Inftance, by faying, that this Redundan-
cy arofe from impropriated Duties, and therefore,
there could be no Occafion for his Majefty’s pre-
vious Confent; but bcfore they rely upon this

as
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as an Anfwer, they will do well to look ‘back inta
the Origin of this Debt, and of the parliamen-
tary Proceedings that were relative to, and con-
{equent upon it.

When the Houfe of Commons paffed their
Vote of Credit in 1715, did they not pledge their
Faith, that whatever Money fhould be advanced
to the Government, in confequence of this Vote,
they would take care to repay, together with the
legal Intereft, that fhould be due, out of the
Funds which fhould be granted to his Majefty next
Seffion of Parliament ? And do we not find them,
in the Year 1717, making exprefs Provifion for
the Re-payment of this Debt, by granting Funds,
which, according to their Computation, were to
produce upwards of ninety-two thoufand Pounds
more than the former? And in the A& where
thefe Funds are firft granted, is it not exprefly
declared, that they were intended for Re-pay-
ment of this Debt, as well as for fupporting the
Eftablifhment for the two enfiting Years ? And is
there not an exprefs Claufe in this A&, to make
Jure to the Creditors the Money they had lent,
whether the Funds hereby granted, fhould prove
fufficient or not; enacting, that whatever: Part
of the faid principal Sum and Intereft fhall be
due and unpaid at November 1719, (when the
Funds were to expire) the :fame fhall be well and
truly fatisfied andpaid to the refpective Creditors,
to whom the fame fhall be then due, without any
Deductions whatfoever ? This. laft Claufe, which
runs through all the A&s relative to our national
Debt, even down to the prefent Adminiftration,
- mutt {urely cover the Advocates for previous Con-
fent with no fmall Confufion : But the Purpofe of
what is now mentioned, is only to fhew, that, at
the Time we are now {peaking of, there were no
appropriated Funds ; and, confequently, all the
Funds, from Year to Year, paid into the 'Ii“rea-

ury,
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fury, were fubjeted to this Debt, and this Me-
thod continued to the fecond Seflion of the prefent
Parliament ; then the Debt was become fo large,
notwithftanding all former Attempts to difcharge
or reduce it, that it was found convenient to take
fome of the Funds formerly granted at large,
and to appropriate them, together with fome new
ones, to pay the Intereft, and reduce the Princi-
pal of the national Debt, then increafed to upwards
of two hundred thoufand Pounds : But will any
one pretend to fay, that by taking this Meafure,
either his Majefty, or his Parliament, intended

 to weaken the Security given to the Creditors, to

whom this national Debt was due, and given by
his Majefty and the Parliament, the very Seffion
before? And if not, then muft they of Neceflity
own, that the whole Revenue of the Kingdom,
whether -appropriated, or unappropriated, con-
tinued ftill a Security for the faithful Re-payment
of this Debt.

In 1739, the Debt of the Nation was ftated at
206,988 /. 175 1d. . and the Supply for dif-
charging this Debt and fupporting the Govern-
ment for two Years, ending Chriftmas 1741, was
fixed at 559,509 1d. % the Ballance in the
Treafury at ' Lady-Day 1737, and brought by the
Officer to the Credit of the Nation, amounted to
15,0701 175. 1d. 5. :

In 1741, the national Debt was ftated at
253,856 /. 2d. §. and the Supply for the two
Purpofes juft now mentioned, fixed at 601,144 /.
185. 34. ;. the Ballance remaining in the Trea-
fury at Lady-Day 1739, and brought by the Officer
of the Crown to the Credit of the Nation, amount-
ed to 12,6361 175 10d. The Intereft of the
I.oan was, in this Seffion, reduced to four per
Cent.

In 1743, the Debt of the Nation, at Lady-Day

preceding, was ftated at 331,440/ 125 64. {'ci
b ' and
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~and the Supply ranted for anfwering the Pur-

pofes, as above, to Chriftmas, 1745, fixed at

521,906 . 105 6d. + the Ballance in the

Treafury at Lady-Day, 1741, amounted to
13,986 /L 35 9d. 1.

In 1745, the Debt of the Nation, at Lady-Day,
1745, was ftated at 258,517 /. 105. 6 4. and the
Supply not only for the two Ufes above {pecified,
but likewife for buying Arms for the Militia, and

~ for erecting Batteries for the Harbour at Cork, was

a Sum not exceeding 607,080/ 15 5d. +. and
for the more fpeedy and certain execution of the
laft two Purpofes, Debentures were ordered to be
ftruck for a further Loan of %0,000L at 4 per
Cent. the Ballance, returned by the Officer, as
lying in the Treafury at Lady-Day, 19733, to be

applied to the Credit of the Nat:on came to

14,8581 65. 24 %

In 14744, the Debt of the Nation, at Lady-Day
preceding, 1s ftated, by the Committee, - at
314,304 7 185 34 and by: the Officer of the
Crown, at 317,848/ and the Supply for the
ufual Purpofes, for two Years, ending Chriftmas,
1749, fixed at 575,027/ 15 10d. the Ballance
in the Treafury at Lady-Day, 1745, as returned
by the King’s Officer, amounted, to the Credit
of the Nation, to 33 6191 95 1od. =

And now we are come to the Seflion which, in
regard to the Article in Debate, very well de-
ferves the Reader’s clofeft Attention ; the Com-
mittee of the Houle drew up a State of the nati-
onal Account in the following Manner.

Firf}, They take Credit to the Nation for the
net Produce-of the bereditary Revenue, and next,
of the additional Duties, for the two Years lat
paft, ending the 25th of Marcb 1749, amount-
ing to 1,007,994/ 1s. 2d. 5. to which they
add the Sum of 58,500 /. being fuch Part of the
laft Loan of 70,000/, as had at that T'ime been

£ ~ pad
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paid into the Treafury; they farther add the Sum
of 17,6821 9s5. 10d. which was the Ballance
remaining in the Treafury, in Credit to the Na-
tion, at Lady-Day 1747, making in the whole
1,084,176 L. 115. 4. Then the Committee pro-
ceed tor deduct out of the above Sum, the full
Charge for Support of the civil and military Efta-
blithment for the laft two Years, and likewife
{feveral Payments made by the Treafury, pur-
{fudant to Act of Parliament, King’s Letters, {c.
making in all the Sum of 905,972 7. 115. 64d. %
and when this is deducted, the Remainder being
178,203 1. 19s. 6d. is the exact Ballance due to
the Nation, at Lady-Day 11149, ‘out of the Produce
of the hereditary Revenue and additional Duties ;
for the Reader will here obferve, that there is no
Diftin€tion made between the one and the other,
or even between them and the Loan, but

‘all are alike confidered, and claimed, as the

Money of the Nation; and claimed, in fuch an

artlefs, obvious Manner, as plainly to thew, that

the Houfe of Commons had not the leaft Sufpicion
or Imagination, that any Perfon could call their
Right of doing {0, into Queftion, upon any Pre-

tence whatfoever. |
The Committe next proceeds to lay before the
Houfe the State of the national Debt. "And firf,
"They bring to charge the Sum which had been
reported to be due, on the Loan, at Lady-Day
1747, amounting t0 331,087 /. 8y, Td. to which
they add the Money which had been paid into the
"T'reafury, on Account of the laft Loan of 70,000/
and likewife the Intereft due on the whole of the
Loan, to Lady-Day 1749, amounting in all to
the Sum of 422,0727.-8s. 14, and then they
dedu@ from this Sum, firf#, the whole Produce
of the feveral Duties appropriated to pay the In-
tereft of the Loan, to Lady-Day 1749, amounting
to 38,750/ 105 1d. which Deduction leaves a
Remainder,
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Remainder, amounting to 383,321 7. 185s. from
which laft Sum deducting the Ballance already
mentioned, of the Money remaining in the Trea-
fury at Lady-Day in Credit to the Nation, a-
mounting to 178,203/. 19s5. 6d. the whole
Debt of the Nation at Lady-Day 1749, Was a
Sum, fo the Committee pronounce, not exceed-
ing the Sum of 205,117/ 15 64. and agree-
ably to this State, the Houfe refolved, that this,
and no larger Sum, was the Debt of the Nation
at Lady-Day 1749.

Thus the Houfe of Commons confidered Mo-
ney redundant in the Treafury, as equivalent to
Money already applied to the Credit of the Na-
tion, in the actual Difcharge of national Debt :
They very well knew, that his Majefty was not
only a royal, but a moft righteous Truftee; and
therefore, as his Majefty had, at the Opening of
the Seflion, acquainted them by his Lord Lieu-
tenant, that He had nothing to afk but the ufual
Supplies, they thought themfelves fure, that no-
thing would be more acceptable to his Majefty
shan to ea/e bis faitbful Subjels, by relieving them
of Part of the Burthen they had fo long lain under,
of national Debt; indeed, they were not only
warranted to think in this Maaner, from that
paternal Regard which his Majefty had always
gracioufly teftified towards his truly dutiful and
well-deferving Subjects of this Kingdom, but
now the Time was come, when parliamentary
Faith abfolutely required it, as an Actof Juftice,
that fuch an Application fhould be made of this
redundant Money ; the Creditors had, in every
A¢t of Parliament, relative to this Debt, been
made fecure of the punétual Payment of their In-
tereft, .and al(o of their Principal, as {oon as they
refpeétively fhould think fit to call for it; not
only fo, but in every A&, the Nation likewife were
affured, that as foon as the Nature and Circums

E 2 {tanceg
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ftances of Things would admit, they fhould be

relieved of this Burthen, and confequently of the
Taxes which were relative to it; this was done
by enacting, that the Principal, as well as Intereft
of this Debt, /bould be paid off, at the End of the
enfuing two Years.

The Nature and Circumftances of the prefent
Situation, did not only obvioufly admit, but
plainly point out, that this Stipulation fhould now
be carried into attual {pecific Execution, in re-
gard to a large Portion of this Debt ; nor would it
have been confiftent with Truth, with Juftice, or
with- any Principle of honeft Policy, to have
omitted it: Well then might the Houfe of Com-
mons take it for granted, that fuch an Applica-
tion of public Money, as every Principle which
can bind honeft Men required to be made, muft
of Neceflity be highly pleafing to his Majefty,
who had, as expreflly as Words and Actions
could do it, fignified this to be invariably his royal
Intention by pafling the feveral former Aéts.

It was not in Nature, that the Houfe of Com-
mons could have the leaft Donbt of fuch a Meafure
being at prefent highly approved by his Majetty ;
as the only conceivable, or poflible Circumftance
of Hefitation had been already obviated by the
Declaration from the Throne, ¢ that the King
¢ had nothing to afk from his People but the
¢ ufual Supplies.” Should it be fuggefted, that
ftill Emergencies might intervene, which would
require a different and inftantaneous Application
of the whole or a large Part of this Money,
let it be recolletted, that thefe Emergencies
might juft as well happen after his Majefty
had intimated that he would confent, as at
any other Time; and if this Suggeﬂ'lon 1S to
have any Wﬁ’lgllt it is plainly in Oppofition to
this new Form of a previous Intimation of Confent ;
becaufe it certainly would be more uncouth to

Majefty,



Bt JAEL e L s Lo i o g 2 e O ol
'I s -

[371]

Majefty, to be laid under a Neceflity of refufing
the royal Affent to an Application of Money,
which had been recommended from the Throne,
and declared before-hand that the Crown would
confent to it, than if the King had not brought
himfelf into any fuch Intanglement; and yet,
whatever Neceflity would juftify his with-holding
his Affent in one Cafe, muft be cogent enough to
compel his with-holding it in the other.

Be this as it will, Heads of a Bill were or-
dered, in the very fame Manner that all o-
ther Money-Bills had been ordered; in which
the Houfe diret a Claufe to be inferted, for
applying {o much of the Ballance remaining
in the Vice-Treafurer’s Hands, at Lady-Day
laft, as fhall be neceffary to difcharge a Sum
of 70,000 /. remaining of the old Loan at five
per Cent. and likewife, to pay off the Sum of
58,500/ Part of the new IL.oan; amounting
in the whole to 128,500 . Purfuant to this Or-
der, the Claufe in the Heads of the Bill which
foon after paffed, and was fent to the Lord Lijeu-
tenant to be tranfmitted to Eugland, is to the
following Effect; after many Recitals, and par-
ticularly, after taking Notice, that the Aids and
Duties, granted in the former Seffion, bud nor
proved fufficient to pay off the feveral Loan-Debts,
the Bill goes on in thefe Words; ¢ And whereas,
¢ on the 25th Day of March laft, a confiderable
¢ Ballance remained in the Hands of the Vice-
¢ Treafurers or Receivers-General of this King-
¢ dom, or their Deputy or Deputies, unapplied,
¢ and it will be for your Majefty’s Service, and
¢ for the Eafe of your faithful Subjets of this
¢ Kingdom, that {o much thereof as'can be con-
¢ veniently fpared, fhould be paid, agreeably to
¢ your Majefty’s moft gracious Intentions, in
¢ Difcharge of Part of the aforefaid national
¢ Debts, we pray it may be enacted, £9¢.’ and then

goes
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goes on, firfl, to direck the Payment of 70,000/,
remaining at five per Cent. and next, the Pay-
ment of a further Sum of 58,5007 at four per
Cent. with the Intereft for the faid Sums, to March
1750; which Intereft was to be paid out of the
growing appropriated Funds of the prefent Year
and then, in the Manner of former Aéts, makes
Provifion for the Payment of Principal and Intereft
of the remaining Debt at Chriftmas 1751.

Thefe Heads of a Bill were prepared and
brought into the Houfe by his Majefty’s principal
Lawyers, and paflfed by the Houfe without any
Oppofition, and without one contradicting Voice ;
paffed, likewife, without the leaft Symptom or
Appearance of any Intention or Senfe of Duty in
his Majefty’s Servants, or in any other Perfon, to
acknowledge, in any Manner, an Intimation of his
Majefty’s previous Confent; indeed the Thing
was impoflible, unlefs they were to think it their
Duty to have acknowledged a Falfhood ; for no
fuch Intimation had been given, either from the
Throne, or by Meffage from the Lord Licute-
nant, or in any other Manner, if there be any
other practifed in Parliament; though if there
had been ever fo formal and exprefs Intimation,
this would not, in any Sort, have altered the
Cafe;, for it is always to be remembered, that it
is not his Majefty’s fignifying his previous Confent,
but the Houfe of Commons, making a parlia-
mentary -Acknowledgment, that his previous
Confent, and an Intimation thereof to the Houle,
‘was necefTary before they could bring in any fuch
Heads of a Bill, which can be of the leaft Ser-
vice to the Caufe of this Advocate, or to that
of his Clients: Would not his Clients then do
well to advife him to cancel in his next Edition,
the chimerical, and evidently difhoneft, Repre-
(entation of this Proceeding, contained in the
7th, 8th, and gth Pages of his Confiderations ?

oy More
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More than enough has already been faid in
regard to the Strefs this Author wants to have laid
on the Words ¢ agreeably to your Majefly’s Inten-
¢ tions,” making Part of the above Claufe ; ftrange
indeed, if doing Juftice, and keeping his royal
Word, might not, with the utmoft Propriety,
and T'ruth,at all times,be pronounced conformable
to the gracious Intentions of his Majefty ! But
it may not be amifs juft to remark, in regard to
his Obfervation, of his Majefty’s ¢ being al-
¢ lowed to be Fudge of what canconvensently be
¢ Jpared 5’ that furely it never entered into any
Man’s Imagination, that the King was not a
Judge of this, and of every Article, in every
Bill that is to be paffed into a Law ; but is it
not, at the fame Time, moft evident, that the

“Houfe of Commons took upon them likewife

to be Judges of what ‘could conveniently be
fpared, when they immediately proceed to spe-
c1fy the Sum ? On the whole, it is hardly to be
conceived, that any one plain-hearted Man can be
found in this Kingdom, who will not find him-
felf forced to confefs, that the whole Procedure
of the Houfe of Commens, in regard to this
Bill, teftifies as ftrong a Senfe of their Right of
applying redundant Money, brought into the
Treafury in virtue of the Authority of Parlia-
ment, towards the Difcharge of the national
Debt, as their Procedure in regard to raifing
the Loan, teftified of their Right of fubjecting
the Nation to Debt and to Taxes, for the Sup-
port of Government.

In the above Manner and Words, the Heads
of this Bill were carried to my Lord Lieutenant,
and by him, and the Privy Council of Zreland,
put into Form, pafled unanimoufly by the Coun-
cil, who are, at all times, prefumed to be fuffi-
ciently careful of his Majetty’s Prerogative ; tranf-
mitted next to the Council of England, where it

' was
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* was likewife unanimoufly paffed, and after an-

nexing the Great Seal, returned back again to
Ireland, in the Words in which it went over;
paffed unanimoufly by the Houfe of Lords, and
then received the Royal Affent, and thus be-
came a Law; a Law evidently accompanied
with every Circumftance of Advantage which
can give Weight to an Act of Parliament ; found-
ed in Reafon and Juftice; warranted by the
ftrongeft and moft undeniable Precedents 5 every
Article, throughout the whole of its Procels,
fair, open, and avowed, void of all Symptom
of Art, Conftraint, or clandeftine Management,
from beginning to ending; and, at length,
enated by the unanimous Confent of all the
feveral Branches of our Legiflature,

By this A¢t of Parliament, the Right of the
Houfe of Commons in pointing out to his Ma-
jefty, as original Movers, and in, Virtue of - the
Conftitution of this Country, fuch Applications
of Money, already brought into the Treafury,
as to them fhall appear moft conducive to his
Majefty’s Service, and the Eafe of his Subjects
of this Kingdom, is in the fulleft Manner ad-
mitted and recognized; a Right, fully proved
to be claimed and exercifed by the Houle of
Commons, as inherent in themfelves, by a long
Induction of Fa&s and Precedents, from the
Reign of Charles 11. without one Inftance or Symp-
tom of its having ever been called into Queftion,
down to the Yeat! 1751 ; when his Grace the
Duke of Dorfet was appointed Lord Licutenant
of Iréland, and his Sen; Lord George Sackuville,
was appointed his Secretary. |

And here, let it juft be obferved, that if the
conftitutional Rights of the Houfe of Commons
of this Kingdom, were not the fame in this laft
Seffion 1753, that they were in the Seflion we

have been {peaking of, in 1749, and for near a
| Century
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Century before, they muft have been alfered
during this Adminiftration ; if they are the fame,
then muft it be acknowledged, that the Tranfac.

tion on the ever memorable 17th of December,

1753, was noother than what, in Duty, the Houfe
of Commons were obliged to go through with, in
Vindication of an effential conftitutional Right,
which they, of all others, were under the ftrong-
eft Ties of Duty to preferve, and tranfmit un-
violated to the utmoft of their Power. )

If the Rights are not the fame, then muft' it
be maintained, that one fingle Precedent, if fuch
can be produced, whether queftionable or not,
is fufficient, of itfelf, to alter our Conttitution,
in Oppofition to Senfe and Juftice, and to the
unqueftionable Authority of Aé&s of Parliament,
and Precedents almoft innumerable 5 in which
Cafe, itis fondly to be hoped, that future Par-
liaments will religioufly adhere to the Precedent
which has laft of all been fet to them, in refo-
lutely vindicating that Right, which has, this
Seflion at leaft, been reclaimed, to the everlafting
Honour of thofe who reclaimed it, and which,
it is demontftrated, was the unqueftionable ¢os-
fitutional Right of the Commons, for near two
hundred Years.

The Supply granted to his Majefty towards
paying off’ the Remainder of the national Debt,
and for the Support of Government, for two
Years, ending Chrifimas 1751, was 2 Sum not
exceeding 553,267/ 125. 14 °

.In opening the Seffion 1751, his Grace takes
Notice, in his Speech from the Throne, that it
gave him great Satisfation to obferve the ex-
traordinary Produce of the Funds which the Com-
mons -had formerly granted, and that he had
nothing then to afk but the ufual Supplies ; and
then goes on in thefe Words, ¢ I am commangd-
¢ ed by the King to acquaint you, that his Ma-

| F Jefty,
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¢ jefty, ever attentive to the Eafe and Happinefs
of “his Subjes, will gracioufly confent, and
recommends it to you, that fuch aPart of the
Money now remaining in bis T'reafury, as {Hall
be thought confiftent with the public Service,
be applied towards the further Reduction of the
national Debt.’
No Body can difpute that this was a Language
altogether new, fuch as never had been {poken
frdm that Place before; and may it not be law-
ful, modeftly to afk, what Occafton could there
be for it? Surely it could not mean that, in all
Events, whether urgent Emergencies happened
or not, his Majefty would fill perfevere in his
Purpofe of applying this Money to difcharge the
national Debt; and if not, had not the Houle of
Commons the ftrongeft Affurances already, which
could pofiibly be given them, of his Majefty’s
gracious Intentions 6 pay off this Debt, by his
paffing the Act of Parliament ~of laft Seflion,
wherein it is exprefly. enacted, that it fhould be
paid off; at this very Time? It is certainly no
great Wonder, that a Language capable at leaft
of being conftrued into a Senfe. very unfriendly to
the Rights, to the effential Rights, of this Coun-
try,- proved a little alarming; but, without pre-
tending to.examine critically nto their Meaning,
the Houfe of Commons fatisfied themfelves in
their Addrefs, with pafling over the Words
~awill gracioufly ‘confenty’ and only ¢ acknow-
¢ ledge, with all Thankfulnefs, his Majefty’s
¢ gracious Attention to our Eafe and Happinefs,
¢_in recommending the Application of the Money
¢_yemaining in the Treafury towards the farther .
¢ Reduction of the national Debt.” Already then
there plainly appears.a remarkable Difference be-
tween the Tranfaction of this Seffion, :and that of
the laft ; in the former, there was #o Notice taken
in the Speech of applying this redundant Money,
| and
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and yet the Houfe of Commons proceeded to
apply it without any Hefitation; in the prefent,
there is abundant Notice taken in- the Speech,
but taken in fuch a Manner, as in Part of it
proves very alarming, inftead of being, as ufual,
Matter of Thankfulnefs to theHoufe; and putsthem
upon a Caution always diftrefsful to right-hearted
faithful Subjects, when addrefling their Prince.
In ftating the Accounts, the Committee pro-

ceed in the very fame Manner with that already -

mentioned under the Year 1749, and fuch was
the Increafe of the Funds, arifing principally

from the moft pernicious, impoverifhing Caufe -

of monftrous Importation of Luxuries for fome
Time before, that, on ballancing the national
Accounts at Lady-Day 1751, after making Pro-
vifion for the Difcharge of the whole Loan, there
remained in Crediz to the Nation a Sum not lefs
thang22,370/ 15 11d 4. there remained how-

ever, at the Time of ftating the Accounts, due

to the Creditors, the Sum of 237,500/ and out
of the large Ballance remaining in the Treafury,
at' Lady-Day 1751, the Houfe inftruct their Com-
mittee, who were to bring in the Heads of the
Money-Bills, to infert a Claufe for applying fo
much as fhould be meceflfary for paying off and
difcharging the principal Sum of 1 20,000. Heads
of a Bill were accordingly drawn up, by the
Prime-Serjeant, sthe Attorney and Sollicitor-Ge-
neral, the Chaitman of the Committee of Ac-
counts, and the Sollicitor to the Commiflioners,
and read and.pafled by the Houfe ; the Purpofes
of which Heads of a Bill were, finff, to pay off
the principal Sum above-mentioned, and then to
grant hisdMajefty certain Duties, to be applied to
the Difeharge of the Intereft of the faid principal
Sum, till itfhould be paid off; and to pay the
Intereft of the remaining Sum of 117,500/ and
towards the Dilcharge of faid Sum. In the

¥ 3 Preamble
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Preamble to thefe Heads of a Bill, the Houfe
made ufe of the Words in their own Addrefs;
exprefling, ¢ thankful Acknowldgements of his

Majefty’s gracious Attention to the Eafe and

Happinefs of his Subjets, in recommending
- the Application of the Money remaining in the

Treafury, fo far as it might be confiftent with

the public Service, towards the further Re-

duction of the national Debt.’

In this Manner, thefe Heads of a Bill were
fent to the Lord Lieutenant, and after being
put into Form, and pafled through the Privy-
Counci) of Ireland, without any Alteration, were
tran{mitted to England ; doth not every Step
hitherto taken, inregard to this Bill, moft clear-
ly evince, that not only in the Judgement of the
Houfe of Commons, but of his Majefty’s princi-
pal Lawyers, chief Judges, and his other privy
Counfellors in this Kingdom, his Majefty’s pre-
vious Confent was f{o far from being meceffary,
that their making any Acknowledgment of it,
might poflibly not even be barmle/s ; for if they had
been fure, particularly his Majefty’s Lawyers in the
Houfe of Commons, that an Acknowledgment of
¢ Confent’ might be made with equal Safety, with
that of ¢ recommending,’ no poflible Reafon can
be affigned why they fhould omit, and purpofely
omit the one, and yet infert the other, when,
according to the ufital Form, of repeating in the
Addrefs the Words of the Speech, both ought to
have been inferted : Our Author, when fpeaking
on this Head, (. 12.) fo far acknowledges, as
that leaving out the Word ¢ Confent,” mplied,
that it was imagined, zhat fuch Confent was not,
neceffary; but with what Grace he makes this
Acknowledgement, after having fo recently as in
p. 7. reprefented his Majefty’s Lawyers as all
looking on it as a clear and undoubted Point that
e B St oo TR T
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his Majefty’s Confent was neceffary, and only
that as the Cafe was new, the Gentlemen found
themfelves a little at a Lofs in refpect to the Form
in which this Confent OUGHT to appear, let other
Folks judge.

This Bill was altered in England, and fent
back hither under the great Seal, with the Words
of the Speech inferted in Place of the Words
of the Addrefs : The general Uneafinefs that was
occafioned by this Alteration, and, in particular,
to a confiderable Number of Gentlemen in the
Houfe of Commons, who have f{ince become
zealous Advocates for the Dotrine of the Alte-
ration, need not now to be remembered, farther
than juft to obferve, that had the fame Queftion
been put upon this Bill which was put upon the
laft, inftead of a Majority of five, there would,
according to all Appearances at that Time, have
been a Majority of upwards of fifty: Why this
Queftion was not then put, and why the Meafure
of paffing the Bill jub filentio, as it is phrafed,
and without the Houfe appearing to be apprized
of any fuch' Alteration, why this Meafure was,
at that Time, preferred to rejecting the Bill, are
Matters much eafier afked, than it would be to
refolve them : Many Caufes and Circumftances,
it 1s faid, concurred ; and among them, it has
been alledged, that the Friends of this Country
found themfelves under a Kind of temporary
Neceflity, inftead of marching ftraight forward
in the plain, open, conftitutional Road, to de-
viate for once.into this political Winding, in
order to avoid a Snare, which, they conceived,
fome Folks.-had been laying for them, with a
View to entangle them with the Miniftry of Eng-
land, and of obtaining an Opportunity of covering
their own perfonal and petulant Ambition with
the fpecious Pretext of fingular Zeal for his Majef-
ty’s Prerogative : If this was their Motive, or

Part

W i



’ '
\

[ 46 ]

Part of their Motive for pafling the Bill, it is plain,
the Event has difappointed ‘them ; and it is to be
hoped, that future Parliaments will be inftructed
from this Example, as, moft happily for Jre/and,
the prefent has been already, never toventure on
fuch a dangerous and unjuftifiable an Experiment
of Shifts and Expedients, from Conceits and
Conjectures of Policy and Forefight for the
Time to come,

Stll it muft be allowed, that the T'emptation
was a great one ; no Wonder that the very Ap-
prehenfion of being fet in the Light of Froward-
nefs to his Majefty, and of calling in Queftion
any of his antient Rights; fhould be fhocking to
Subjects always diftinguithed for their zealous
and moft faithful Attachment to his Majefty’s
Perfon, his Family and Government; and con-
fcious, that the leaft Intention of encroaching on
his MaJeﬁy s Prerogative was abhorrent to their
Thoughts : But bitter as this Cup was, they pro-
bably have, by this Time, been convinced, that
they would have done well, rather than fuffer
themfelves to deviate from the ftraight Rule of

- parliamentary Conduét, to have been contented
%o drink of it, and left it to T'ime and future Op-

portunities to fet themfelves right in:the Eye of his
Majefty, and of fuch of the Public, as'might hap-
pen to be mifled ; a Time, they might ‘be fure,
could mot have been far off; when they fhould
have an Opportunity of mamfeftmg to the whole
World, that in regard to the Struggle which at
that time was actually commenced, the fole Ob-
je& whichohis faithful Commons had in View, was

 merely to preventthe Powerof a Primate, and.of a

Lord Lieutenant’s Secretary, from growing up

' into a Domination over all the Rights, Properties,
~and Priviledges of this:-Country, the laft two Offi-

cersin the Kingdom, who fliould think themfelves
at Liberty o claim any Power whatfogver in the
. Direétion
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f)ire&ion of the internal Interefts, or over the
Properties and civil Rights of fuch a Community.

But whatever were the Motives, the Fact is
certainly true, and the Adverfaries of this Coun-
try are welcome to make all the Ufe of it, which
its real Nature will admit, or their Ingenuity can
devife ; the Bill, with the Alteration, was then
actually paffed, and is now to be found in the
Lift of our Statutes: Ufe it however as they will,
it 1s impofiible that any Man, who looks upon
Truth and fair Dealing to be effential Ingredi-
ents in order to give any Tranfaction the Weight
of a Precedent, can ever be brought to admit
the prefent Tranfaétion into the Rank of Prece-
dents. Do but compare, for 2 Moment, the
Tranfattion of 1749, with this, we are now fpeak-
ing of, in 1751 : In the former, every thing was
open, {imple, and natural ; the Parts all confift-
ent and fimilar; and the whole the Refult of
univerfal Choice, and inward undiffembled Con-
fent; in the latter, every material Circumitance
reverfed ; begun, like the former, in the Tem-
per of chearful Confent, but evidently conclud-
ing in Diffatisfaction, Perplexity, and a painful
Senfe of Conftraint: Will any Man contend that
Tranfanctions {o different, are yet to be con-
fidered in the fame Rank of Authority? Far-
ther, ought not every Reafon, which gives
Authority to Precedents, have prevented the
Alteration, which was {o evident a Departure
from the Precedent of 1749? And will not
every Reafon which fhall juftify the Admini-
ftration in departing from this Authority, and
in creating a new Precedent in the Year

1751, juftify likewife the Reprefentatives of

the People in creating, in the fame Manner, a
new one in the Year 1753 ; and much more in
returning back to an o?d one, practifed, unquef-
tionably, {o lately as the Year 1749, and war-

ranted
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ranted by an uninterrupted Courfe of Practices,
at leaft To far back as the Year 16627 And
laftly, under this Article, may it not be afked,
in what Senfe is the Tranfattion in 1751 to be
accounted a Precedent ? Surely not in the whole,
for that was made up of two very diflimilar Parts ;
and for a ftill ftronger Reafon, not in the firft
Part, becaufe that was in diret Oppofition to
the Doérine of previous Confent; what then is
there left of this Tranfaction to conftitute this
fingular Precedent of greatef! Weight 2 Why,
plainly, no other than this, ¢ That the Houfe of
¢ Commons fuffered an Acknowledgment in their
¢ Name to continue in a Bill, which had been
¢ inferted without their Confent; an Acknow-
¢ ledgment, which their whole Conduct had
¢ clearly demonttrated they never meant to bave
¢ made, if left to themfelves, and which they could
¢ not probably have thade confiftently with Truth,
¢ after the Senfe they had {o recently teftified, in
¢ regard to the conftitutional parliamentary Right
¢ of this Kingdom, re{pecting this Article ;’ a Pre-
cedent this, if it muft be called a Precedent, which
may well be lamented, but can never be envied to
the Adverfaries of the parliamentary conftitutional
Rights of this Kingdom. Men who are want-

- ing to lay fuch a Strefs on fo fpurious a Tranf-

aftion, cannot more ftrongly confefs that their
Caufe is utterly deftitute of all legitimate Autho-
rity.

Thus, haviag laid the Foundation in one
remarkable A& of Parliament in 1665, and
concluded with another in 1749, the Remarker
would gladly hope, that by the preceding Induc-
tion of {o long a Series of intermediate Proofs, it
muft, at length, be made level to the Apprehen-
fion, and fatisfactory to the Judgment of every
plain honeft Man, that the Houfe of Commons of

Ireldﬂtf,
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Freland, have been in full Poffeflion, and in the uninter-
rupted Enjoyment and Exercife of the following conti.
tutional Rights, for near a Century of Years.

Firft, The eflential Right of ordering, in virtue of
their own Authority, all the public Accounts of the Na-
tion to be laid before them.

Secondly, The effential Right of calling the Officers of
the Crown to an Account for all Applications of the public
Money, and of punifthing them for Mif-applications,

And, Thirdly, 'The moft effential Right, never once
called into Queftion before the Year 1751, of pointing
out to his Majefty, by Heads of Bills, fuch Application of
public MoneK/Iat any Time redundant in the Treafiiry,
as they, his Majefty’s fupreme Council for this Kingdom,
judged moft conducive to his Majefty’s Service, and to the
g,afe and Safety of his Majefty’s Subjedts of this King-

om. .

In confequence of thefe, it muft likewife demonitra-
bly follow, that to acknowledge an antecedent Neceflit
of his Majefty’s previous Confent, before the Houfé can
be at Liberty to point out fuch Applications of public
Money, would be, in the ftrongeft Terms, to give up
and renounce one of the moft eflential and important of
all parliamentary conftitutional Rights ; and,

Laftly, ‘That the full Enjoyment of all thefe parlia-
mentary Rights is perfeétly confiftent, and evidently cor-
refpondent with, his Majefty’s full and undifturbed En-
joyment of every Article'of his royal Prerogative, or an-
tient Rights; of every Prerogative and every Right that
the worthy Heart of his_prefent Majefty wonld wifh to
enjoy, and which any Prince can be permitted to enjoy
confiftently with.a legal Government, or with any ratio-
nal Security of the Property and Liberties of this Coun-
try ; indeed, confiftently with the Safety of the general
Liberty of érr'rar‘n, and of the prefent free Br;#ifb Empire.

Before proceeding to the third and laft Purpofe of thefe
Remarks, it may not be amifs to conclude the prefent
Article with the following Obfervation ; that the Policy
of the Houfe of Commons in letting fo large a Sum remain
in the Treafury at that Time, without propofing any
farther Application, would feem extremely well judged;
for, as this large Redundancy was principally owing to an
extravagant Importation of Luxuries, which, in the Na-
ture of the Thing, muft in fome Time neceflarily abate,

. and,
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and, in Confequence, the Produce of the Duties be i
Proportion reduced, nothing would feem to be better
judged, than to let Money remain in the Treafury againft
fuch an Event, in order to'prevent the Neceflity of in-
creafing the Taxes for future Supplies: And it is to be
hoped, that fo obvious a Refleétion will never be fuffered
by any Friend to this €ountry to goout of his Thoughts,
that as there muft always be a Neceflity on the Houfe of
Commons of increafing the Taxes for the Support of Go-
vernment, when the former Supplies have proved infuf-
ficient ; fo; in order to do equal Juftice to their Confti-
tuents, there muft be a like Neceflity as often as there fhall
happen 4 Redundancy from thefe Supplies, to point out
fuch an Application of this Redundancy as will beft con-
duce to the Eafe of the People, now that all the Exigen-
cies of Government had already been anfwered.

Agreeably to this moft evident Maxim of Juftice and
OEconomy, the Houfe, who had granted a Supply of

553,267/ 1245 1d. in 1749, grant no more than

326,720/ 4s5. 2d. in the Year 1751.

If the above Detail of the Proceedings of Parliament
proves acceptable to the Reader, he will readily excufe
the lengthening out of thefe Remarks: But as it is not
enough to point out the Fallacy of our Author, but like-
wife highly expedient to lay open the malignant Ten-
dency of his Doétrine, a fupplemental Number for an-
{wering this Purpofe, and compleating the Remarker’s
Intention, fhall be publifthed next Saturday.

ErraTa in Nume. IIL

AGE 12. Line 2. for Having, read Waving. P. 16.
L.25. for And how, read And now. ---- Nums. IV.
Page 41. Line 25. for two, read one.



