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T h e  follow ing pages consist m ainly o f  E xtracts from the 

E vidence taken in  1835  b y  the Committee o f the H ouse o f  

Commons on Bribery. Out o f  700 folio pages, a selection lias 

been made o f the greater portion o f  the m ost interesting  

parts, in order to expose, w ithout partiality, the disgraceful 

extent o f  the Bribery and Intim idation practised. T h e  spec­

tacle unfolded, presents a species o f treason against the repre­

sentative principle— a conspiracy against the rights o f the 

people. T h is most unprincipled work is go ing  on day by day. 

T he recent case o f Bridgewater is a sufficient demonstration  

that all which has yet been done in the way o f  exposure and 

punishment, has not prevented open and shameless Bribery, 

lle-action must come, or the liberties o f the nation will be in  

serious danger. T o  exhibit the necessity for this re-action, and 

to quicken the public mind on this subject, have been the  

leading objects o f the present compilation. T h e labour of the 

task will be am ply repaid, i f  the objects be accomplished.

M .

t

London, June 1037-
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Abridgment o f  Evidence given in 188-5, before the Select 

Committee on Bribery, Corruption and Intimidation at 

Elections.

W e submit these extracts to the calm consideration of the people 
of England. The professed object of our representative system, is to 
secure the rights of the people, by entrusting a certain portion of the 
government to their representatives. W e admit and support the 
prerogative of the King. We admit the privileges of the Aristocracy. 
\  et we cannot look tamely on, whilst the power which is essential for 
the wholesome control of the Kingly authority, and of the privileges 
of the Peers, is sapped to its foundation. Shall the rich, the influen­
tial and the titled, intimidate or corrupt the elector, and fraudu­
lently transfer to themselves the influence of the nation ? This 
question, the middle classes of the people must answer. They are 
the productive classes of the country : from their industry, skill and 
enterprise, flow all the prosperity of the country. They have a deep 
interest in the answers to be given, for if the progress of the intimi­
dation and corruption now so widely practised be not restrained, the 
middle classes will have as much cause to fear from the misery and 
exasperation of those below them, as from the unsoundncss and de­
basement of those, who in external advantages may be above them. 
The Tories know, that unless they can regain a majority in Parlia­
ment their reign is over in England. Sir Robert Peel in his cele­
brated Tam worth manifesto declared, that the true scene of political 
combat would be henceforth in the courts of registration. The people 
of England, properly to appreciate the value of this assertion of Sir 
Robert Peel’s, ought to consult the numbers 011 recent divisions; wiiere 
they will find a majority of twenty-three only on church rates, and much 
such a number on the appropriation principle. Several Liberal mem­
bers have notified that they do not intend again to encounter a con­
tested election among corrupt constituencies. Mr. Hall at Monmouth, 
and Mr. Elphinstone at Hastings, two liberal and independent men, 
have come to this determination"'. The Tories are restrained by no 
such considerations. For generations the Tories have plundered the 
public. Corruption has been a source of fortune to them. They, at

* W e  are m u ch  gratified  to pe rce ive  th a t  M r.  H a l l  a n d  M r.  E lp h in s to n e  have 
been  in v ited  to becom e C an d id a te s  for the  g re a te s t  B o ro u g h s  in  E n g lan d ,  M ary -  
lebone an d  L iverpoo l ; an d  th is  too, p r im a r i ly ,  because  th ey  h av e  h a d  th e  courage  
to ren o u n ce  connection  w ith  c o r ru p t  boroughs. T h i s  is a  h e a l th y  sym ptom , an d  
we rejo ice to find the  people in  large  co n s t i tu en c ie s  th u s  hones t .



all events, are not so imbecile as to refuse a trifling sum out of their 
gains, to maintain the “ edifice” of Toryism. If the labouring classes, 
generally, imbibe the notion that the representative system is unsound, 
because the exercise of the franchise is unprotected, they may seek 
out some short and easy path, by which they may attempt, not only 
to make sure of the free exercise of the franchise, but to obtain a 
share of electoral power, much greater than that which they now en­
joy. It is to avoid this mischief, it is to provide for the quiet and 
silent, yet steady and certain march of the whole people towards a 
better and sounder state, that we now call upon that class on which 
we have main reliance, to bestir themselves whilst there is yet time. 
We do not exaggerate, when we affirm that the freedom, not of Eng­
land only, but of other free nations, may be involved in the result. 
To European tyranny, at least, we are the great obstacle. The in 
teresting changes now in progress in the old countries of Europe—  
the gradual but sure elevation of the people in the scale of existence 
-—the change from ancient prejudices and modes of action, almost as 
potent to influence and improve the moral, as change in the distri­
bution and application of mechanical power, has been to improve the 
physical condition of man—the tranquil and philosophic progress 
of freedom in which the necessity for the advance is demonstrated 
before it is made—all these great considerations, so pregnant with 
good to England and to the world, depend upon the preservation of 
the freedom and purity of our representative system, and upon the 
prevalence of the conviction that it is free.

From a perusal of these extracts, it will be evident that any cir­
cumstance which would render the effect of intimidation and bribery 
uncertain, would be a vast improvement. It is true, we have a volume 
of statutes framed with care, professedly to punish those who should 
be proved to be guilty of any of these offences. Laws, unless 
they embody the opinion, and command the respect of the public, 
are worse than useless. The Constituent body of this country 
has been thoroughly debased under the system which has been 
so long pursued, and we must awaken once more in the minds of 
the people, a love and a reverence for public virtue, before much per­
manent good can be attained. The people must be taught that the 
highest morality, that which is more important than any other, is the 
discharge of our duty to our country. We have lost much of our 
faith in the power of the existing laws to restrain the debasement 
here recorded. Laws like these are at variance with our habits. We 
must be educated before we can understand them. The corrupt 
elector regards a law against bribery as an interference with his fran­
chise. The previous practice of ages of corruption has prevented his 
attaining the moral elevation from which he would discern a higher 
influence, which would guide him in the exercise of his elective 
franchise. We must show him, among other things, that his very sel­
fishness is interested in his fidelity to his country, and that his tem­
porary individual interests are as nothing when compared with the

2
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benefits which ho would derive from a well regulated and an equitable 
Government.

The Committee did not limit the inquiry into the mere existence 
and practice of bribery and intimidation, they also proceeded to col­
lect evidence as to the remedy for these evils. From parties best 
qualified, by their experience and knowledge of elections, both as to 
the law and the practice, much valuable information was ob­
tained as to the method of conducting elections here, in the 
United States, and in France. Among the persons examined on 
these most interesting topics, were M. do jTocqueville, Mr. Joseph 
Parkes, Mr. Goddard, &c., &c. W e should gladly have printed at 
length the important testimony given by these gentlemen, but we 
have already exceeded the limits originally proposed, and we can 
only assure our readers that the testimony we are compelled to omit, 
is exceedingly valuable, not only for the information it contains, but 
for the remedial measures which it suggests ; and we earnestly re­
commend it to the attentive perusal of all parties interested in this 
vital inquiry. We may be the better excused for this omission, inas­
much as our primary object is to awaken the public feeling into 
action. W e wish to possess the nation with a determined spirit, 
not merely of strength to complain, but of vigour to inquire and to 
reform. It is vain to expect to triumph in these struggles, without 
earnest zeal and much labour. W e do not disguise the strength of 
our enemies—we do not under-estimate their power, but we know 
their cause to be the cause of a faction, and their object, self-interest. 
It is with them a pecuniary question, and they have always regarded 
any interference with political abuse, as an intermeddling with pri­
vate property. Vigilance and action, are the price which the people 
must pay for liberty, and the state of that nation is hopeless, where 
the people are not in cases of this nature both vigilant and active.

B R I B E R Y .

M r .  J o h n  J a m e s , o f  Hereford,

853, 854. B e l i e v e s  b rib e ry  to h av e  ex is ted  a t  H e re fo rd ,  s ince  the  p a s s i n g  o f 
the  R efo rm  Bill, to a  m u ch  m ore  cons iderab le  e x t e n t  th an  before.

855. T o  w h a t  do  you a t t r ib u te  i ts  ex is t in g  to a m o re  a la rm in g  e x t e n t  s ince  
th e  p a ss in g  th e  R efo rm  B i l l?— T o  th e  g re a t  des ire  th e  conse rva tives  h a d  to 
secu re  the  e lection  o f  th e i r  politica l fr iend.

S5fi. D o  you a llude  to the  two las t  e lec t io n s?— Y es.
857. H a s  the  b ribery  you  sp ea k  o f  been d i rec t  o r  in d i rec t ,  or bo th  ?— D irec t 

and  ind irec t,  both.
858. In  w ha t  m ode h a s  th e  d irec t  b r ib e ry  been  c a r r ie d  on, so as to evade the  

s t a tu t e ? — I m u s t  beg  leave to dec line  an sw erin g  th a t  question.
• S i9. Do you m ean  th a t  d irec t  b r ibery  has  been  d one  to a v o te r  p rev ious  to 
the  election, in  o rd e r  to in d u ce  h im  to vote for a p a r t ic u la r  ca n d id a te  ?— Yes, I 
a p p re h e n d  so.

8(i0. D o  you m ean  th a t  m oney  h a s  been  p a id  p rev ious  to th« election ?— C e r ­
tain ly .

861. H a s  i t  been in the  form  o f  gift  o r  l o a n ? — B o t h ;  on one side only by  way 
of loan .
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862. W a s  i t  the  politica l pa r tisan s  th a t  g en e ra l ly  advanced  th e  m oney on loan ?
__y e s . x believe a  b an k e r  was the perso n  who furn ished  the  money.

863.’ W e re  those loans ever  r e p a id ? — ! ca n n o t  sp eak  as to all, b u t  som e ce r­
ta in ly  were not. , .  , x 1 -n •

861*. W e re  p rom issory  notes  or bon d s  g iven  for the  a m o u n t . Promissory

n ° 8̂ 5WH a v è  you know n p a y m e n t  d e m an d e d ?— Yes, a n d  tlie p a r tie s  a r res ted .
866 I n  those instances in  which you have known the p ay m en t  dem anded , and 

th e  p a r tie s  a r res ted , h av e  the  p a r t ie s  rece iv in g  the loan an d  who were called upon 
to  repay  the loan voted  for t h a t  p a r t ic u la r  cand ida te  o r  n o t  ?— N o, he  lias voted
aga ins t  the  candida te .  .

867 H a v e  you know n the  p a y m e n t  o f  a  loan dem anded  in any  case w here  the
p a r ty  receiv ing  the loan voted for th e  cand idu te  on whose beha lt  he  rece ived  it  ?
— N o, I k n o w  n o th in g  of the  k ind .  <

S68. T h e n  was n o t  the p rom issory  no te  a secu ri ty  for the  vote \  es, it  m ust
have been  considered as such  security .
v 8G9 I n  those cases w here  the  p a r tie s  have  been  a r re s ted  in  the way you m en ­
t ioned  w ere  the par tie s  by whom  the loans w ere  advanced  the b a n k e rs  of the
p]ace 7__T h e  no tes  were g iven  to the  solicitor who conducted  the election, but
I h av e  s ta ted  th a t  sum s o f  m oney were considered  to come from a banker.

870 C an  you s ta te  any  th in g  as to th e  am o u n t  of those loans ?— O ne cheque
brouo-ht to —_______  a  week before the election, was to th e  a m o u n t  o f  33/.

87*1 W h a t  class of vo te rs  was i t  who received  those  loans ?— T h e  m an  th a t  
rece ived  the  cheque w a s --------------w ho lived in a 10/. house, an d  who was
a l i t t le  t rad e sm an .  , . - . i  c

S7 2 , D id  h e  receive the cheque, an d  give his note of h an u  tor the sum  . H e

^8*70. H a s  the  system  of b r ib e ry  by loans been  gen e ra l  ? O n  one side to a
considerab le ex ten t .  _ ,

877. H a s  the  b r ibery  a t  the  p laces  w ith in  y o u r  know ledge ,  on beliali oi the
p a r t icu la r  candidates,  been  conduc ted  by one ind iv idua l as agen t  to r  th a t  p u r ­
pose ?— C erta in ly  n o t  ; m any perso n s  a re  employed.

878 I s  th a t  w ith  a  view of re n d e r in g  de tec tion  m ore  difficult ?— N o t  exactly. 
879* W h a t  is th e  object of em ploying m ore  persons  th a n  one ?— T h e re  are  

several reasons w hy several a re  em ployed  ; a ce r ta in  class of p erso n s  a re  m ore
'accessible to one th a n  a n o th e t . ^

‘880. H as  the  system  prevailed  ot p ay in g  money a ite r  the  election foi the \otes.
p-iven ?— T o  a very small am ount.  . .  . .
* 881 Before the pass ing  the R eform  Bill, was it  the  p rac t ice  o f  g iv ing  so 
m uch "money for each vote g iv e n ? — I t  was scarcely k n o w n  w h a t  b r ibery  was 
before th e  p ass in g  of the  R eform  Bill in  one ol th e  p laces  of w hich  I have

^ CI591. H a v e  you  seen  the  b r ibe ry  oa th  re fused by those to whom it has  been 
ten d e red  ?__N e v e r  ; 1 believe the  m an  who takes  the money will always tak e  the
oath. (pp .  SO, 5 ) ,  ;>4.)

M r ,  C h a r l e s  C o w e l i . ,  Ip sw ic h .

1286. I n 1826 did you n o t  say m oney was g iven bo th  before and  a f te r  the

P°1287. W a s  i t  given openly by both p a r tie s  w ithout m uch  a t te m p t  a t  conceal­
m e n t 7— I t  was n o t  given openly.

1088 W h a t  was th e  mode o f  d is tr ibu ting  i t  ?— A  friend, to r  instance, o f  th e  
vo ters  would receive the  money from an o th e r  person in some circu itous way, 
and  then  d is tr ibu te  i t  am ong them  ; and  a poor vo ter  took p e rh ap s  205. or o0s. 
for h is  vote, an d  i t  was paid  in  th is  circuitous way

1289. W h a t  was th en  the num ber of vo ters  ?— A bou t 1,000 or M ° 0 .
1290. W h a t  was the price  pa id  for a vote to those who received the  bribe

I should  suppose from 20s. u p  to  ó'O/. , , . • « . * , ,  «r tin»
1291. D id  the price  advance as they  approached  th e  te rm in a tio n  ot

election ?— Yes ; it  advanced  to as m uch as 30/.



1202. W a s  the e lection  close r u n  ?— V e ry  ; the re  was n o t  :i difference of 10.
1293. W as  the  b r ib e ry  o a th  a d m in is te red  !— I th in k  it n ev e r  was ad m in is te red  

a t  Ipsw ich till th e  las t  election .
1294. A re  you aw are  th a t  in 1826 th e re  was a p rev io u s  ag reem en t  between 

the can d id a tes  or th e i r  com m ittees ,  o r  t h e i r  ag en ts ,  th a t  th e  b r ib e ry  oath  should  
n o t  be ad m in is te red  on both  s i d e s — 1 do no t t h in k  the th in g  was ever  
co n tem p la ted  ; 1 am  n o t  aw are  th a t  it  was ever  co n s id ered  ; I do n o t  th in k  the 
b ribery  oatli was ev e r  ad m in is te red  in  Ipsw ich  till the  la s t  e lec t ion ,  an d  th e n  1 
ind iv idua lly  nam ed  two or th ree  cases  in  w hich  i t  shou ld  be ad m in is te red  ; a n d  
from  m y ex p e r ien ce  a t  th a t  e lection 1 th in k  it  n ev e r  will be the  p ra c t ic e  to 
ad m in is te r  the  b r ibery  o a th  aga in , because  it  only g ives  r ise  to p e r ju ry ,  w ithou t 
h av in g  th e  s l igh tes t  in fluence on th e  voter.

129J. A re  you  o f  op in ion  th a t  the  m an  who would rece ive  a b ribe  would be 
also likely  to tak e  th e  b r ib e ry  o a th  w ithou t  re lu c tan ce  or scrup le  !— I am  <juite 
o f  th a t  op in ion , as  a g e n e ra l  ru le .

1296. I n  those  cases in  which you re q u ired  the  b r ibery  oatli to be ten d e re d  a t  
the  la s t  election, had  you s t ro n g  reason  to sup p o se  th a t  the  p a r t ie s  h a d  been  
b r ib ed  ?— I h ad  no d o u b t  o f  it.

1297. D id  an y  o f  th e  p a r tie s ,  to whom  the b r ib e ry  o a th  was so te n d e re d ,  
re fuse to ta k e  i t  Í— I was n o t  p re s e n t  w hen  the  o a th  w as req u ired  to be taken ,  
h u t  I was to ld  by a f r ie n d  o f  m ine ,  who was in sp ec to r  a t  one  o f  th e  booths , th a t  
a n  ind iv idua l,  who w as know n to be bribed, h a v in g  confessed i t  befo re  he  w e n t  
to the  poll, w h en  th e  b r ib e ry  oa th  was ten d e re d  to h im , a n d  he  cam e to the  
w ords “  p ro m ise  o r  in d u c e m e n t ,” s to p p ed ,  a n d  th e  peop le  a ro u n d  g a v e  a  cheer,  
an d  sa id  he cou ld  n o t  swallow i t ;  th e  r e tu r n in g  officer sa id  he d id  n o t  u n d e r s ta n d  
it ,  a n d  re p e a te d  the w ords ag a in ,  a n d  h e  h e s i ta ted  aga in  ; I w as told, I w as not 
p re se n t ,  b u t  th e  th i rd  t im e, to use  the  ex p ress io n  o f  m y fr iend , he g u lp ed  it.

1298. D id  he  vote I— Yes, he took  the  oath, and  voted.
1299. I s  th a t  the  only in s tan ce  you  a re  aw are  of, in w h ich  the  o a th  was no t 

w illing ly  ta k e n ,  o r  ta k e n  w ithou t  h es i ta t io n  ?— I was n o t  w itness  to  the  fact  ;
1 was m ere ly  to ld  i t  by  a fr iend .

1300. I s  th a t  m an  personally  k n o w n  to you, who w e n t  up  a n d  took  the  oath , 
h av in g  confessed befo rehand  th a t  lie h a d  r e c e h e d  a  b r ib e  I— H e  is p erso n a lly  
k n o w n  to me.

1324. I n  w hat m ode was the b r ibe ry  p rac t ised  a t  the  las t  e lec tion  ? W a s  it  
d i rec t  b r ib e ry  by  the  p a y m e n t  o f  m oney , as  on  th e  fo rm er  e lec tion  o f  1S26 ?—  
Y es, by  d i rec t  p ay m en t  o f  m o n ey  in  seve ra l  ins tances .

1325. W h a t  w as the  m ost  u sua l form  in  which i t  was p rac t ised  ’— A  L o n d o n  
b a r r i s te r  ca m e  down as the  fr iend  o f  one  o f  th e  cand ida tes ,  a n d  h e  was in tro d u ced  
as th e  r e p re s e n ta t iv e  of one  o f  the  can d id a tes  to the  vo ters ,  an d  was left  in  
Ipsw ich  as h is  re p re sen ta t iv e ,  w hile  he  w en t  to  a t t e n d  to h is  professional
business  ; the  n am e  o f  th a t  b a r r i s te r  w as M r . -------------- who h as  been  p roved
before a  C o m m ittee  o f  the  H o u s e  o f  C o m m o n s ,  a n d  has  by th e i r  d ec is io n  been  
dec la red  to be g u il ty  o f  bribery .

1326. Is th a t  the M r . -------------- m en t io n ed  in the  re so lu t io n  o f  the  Ip sw ich
C o m m it tee  as  h a v in g  been  p ro v ed  to have  b een  g u i l ty  o f  b r ib ery  ?— H e  is th e  m an .

1327. H a v e  o th e r  p e rso n s  also been  n am ed  in  th a t  reso lu t ion  a s  h a v in g  been  
g u i l ty  o f  b r ib e ry ? — T h r e e  p e rso n s  have  been  he ld  g u il ty  o f  b r ib e ry  by  th a t  
reso lu tion .

1328. D i d -------------- give m oney  d irec t ly  to th e  v o te rs  ?— T h e y  did.
1329. W e re  th e re  m ore  fo rm s  th a n  one in  w h ich  th ey  d id  i t —  M y  s ta tem en t  

in answ er m u s t  be p a r t ly  in fe ren tia l ,  f rom  th e  c i rc u m sta n ces  ot th e  case. I t  
ap p ears  to  m e, from  w ha t  I  saw o f  the  elec tion , th a t  they  h a d  seve ra l  ind iv idua ls  
w ithout ch a rac te r  a n d  w ith o u t  s ta t io n  in  society , who were em ployed  tor  th e  
p u rp o se  of d r in k in g  w ith  ce r ta in  v o te rs ,  g e t t in g  from  th em  a  know ledge  ol 
th e i r  pecun ia ry  si tua tion ,  a n d  th e n  ta m p e r in g  w ith  th e m  for th e i r  vote, a n d  
b r in g in g  th em  to those  ind iv idua ls .

1330. \ \  ere  the ind iv idua ls  who p a id  th e  m oney  em p lo y ed  on b eh a lf  o f  the 
can d id a tes ,  or any o f  th em  as ag e n ts  lo r  those  p u rp o se s  ?— O ne o f  th em , as 1 
before s ta ted ,  was in tro d u ced  as  th e  re p re sen ta t iv e  o f  one o f  th e  cand ida tes ,  
while the  can d id a te  was ab se n t  from  Ip sw ich ,  an d  was left  by h im  th e re  to 
a t te n d  to h is  in te re s t ,  he  h im se lf  s ta t in g  th a t  fact.
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1339. W as  anÿ person  proposed  to be exam ined  who h ad  h im se lf  received  a 
b ribe  in  o rd e r  to induce h im  to vote ?— Several persons were exam ined  who 
received  bribes.

1340. D id  any  of those persons so exam ined refuse to give evidence on the 
subject ?— N o t  one of them  ; they  all gave evidence.

1341. W as  their  evidence of a n a tu re  to c r im in a te  th em se lv es?— Certain ly .
1342. D id  they  claim  any  p ro tec t ion?— I did not h e a r  they d i d ;  I do no t 

th in k  they  did.
1343. D id  th is  b ribery  tak e  p lace before the election began, or after the 

election h ad  ac tually  com m enced ?— Instances  have come u n d e r  m y know ledge 
of b r ibery  having  been  com m itted  some days p rev ious  to the  election.

1344. Can you s ta te  what was the  s ta te  of the poll a t the close of the first 
d ay ?— W e  were in a m inority ,  I th ink ,  of som eth ing  u n d e r  30.

1345. W a s  the re  m uch difference betw een the re la tive  position  o f  the can d i­
dates  on  the first day and  the second d a y ? — N o t  any  g rea t  d iffe rence; b u t  I 
should  say th a t  in  consequence of the system  of t re a t in g  com m enced by our 
o pponen ts  on the first m o rn in g  of the  election, they  headed  us above 100 in 
the space of an h o u r  or two on the first day.

1346. I n  w hat mode was th a t  t re a t in g  ca rr ied  o n ?— T h ey  had parochia l 
b reak fa s ts  a t  public-houses.

1347. D id  the vo ters  come from  those b reakfasts  up  to the poll ?— Y es ; they
cam e from those houses in  bodies to the  poll.

1348. D id  a  large  n u m b er  of the voters  b reak fast  genera l ly  a t  each of these 
pub lic -houses  ?— Yes.

1349. W as  the  m ere  b reak fa s t  sufficient in your m in d  to induce the people to 
vote in  a  p a r t ic u la r  way ?— Ï can scarcely answ er the question  ; my im pression  is, 
t h a t  all doubtful m en, and  m en  w ho would be tem p ted  by a bribe, would natu ra lly  
be ta k e n  to such  a  s i tuation , because i t  p rev en ted  the possibility  of ou r  en co u rag ­
in g  th em  to vote accord ing  to the ir  own ju d g m e n t  ; we could n o t  see them  before 
th ey  voted.

1350. W h a t  d id  they  ea t  an d  d r in k  a t  the  pub lic -houses  ?— I u n d e r s ta n d  they 
had  all so rts  of cold m eat, h o t  beef  s teaks, &c., an d  w hat sp ir i ts  they  chose to have, 
f p p .  71, 73, 74.)

M r.  T . E d w a r d s  an d  M r.  J o h n  R . S t a f f , Norwich.

2416. W a s  th e re  a con tes t  for m unicipal officers in  the y ea r  1 8 3 2 ?— T h ere  was
a very  serious co n tes t  for sheriff  in  A u g u s t  1832.

2417. W a s  th a t  a t  a pe r iod  when an  early  dissolution of P a r l iam en t  was e x ­
pec ted  ? T h e  R eform  Bill passed  in  J u n e  p rev ious  to that ,  and  we had  an 
an tic ipa tion  of a gene ra l  election.

2418. A t  the election was there  very  considerable  bribery  ?-— I th in k  I never 
knew  or h ea rd  o f  so m uch  b ribery  a t  th e  sheriff’s election before ; the  con tes t  ran  
very close a t  the finish of the  election.

2419. A re the sheriffs the  r e tu rn in g  officers?— T h ey  are , for M em bers  of 
P arl iam en t.

2420. D o  you find th a t  the  freem en  who have voted upon  be in g  paid  a t  the 
m un ic ipa l elections, adhere  to the p a r ty  th a t  pa id  them  a t  the n e x t  con tes t  ?—  
I th in k  there  is a g rea t  po rt io n  of th em  th a t  do ; b u t  I th in k  the re  is a po rtion  of 
them  always in  the m arke t,  th a t  i f  any  th in g  in te rv e n es  between th a t  t im e by which 
they would be  b e t te r  paid , they would tak e  it ; i f  any  m unic ipa l election occurred  
subsequen t  to that, I  th in k  they would th en  be buyable i f  they  had  a b e t te r  offer.

2421. A t the election in 1832, d id  you find th a t  m o s t  of the persons th a t  had  
supported  your p a r ty  a t  the election for sheriff, also supported  your p a r ty  a t  the 
election for M em b ers  of P a r l i a m e n t? — W e h a d  a g re a t  defalcation ot them, 
because they  were subsequently  bought.

2422. T o  w hat c ircum stance do you a t t r ib u te  th a t  defalcation ?— I a t tr ibu te  it  
to#th e ir  be ing  b ough t  a t  th e  genera l  e lection in  1832. I  have no doub t of their  
be ing  bought.

2423. A re  you a t  all cognizant of the m eans  by  w hich  they were b ough t  a t  th a t  
genera l  e lec t io n ?— I  believe th a t  they  were b o u g h t  by persons  who h ad  been in 
the  hab it  of canvassing, and  they  were e n t ru s ted  with m o n ey ;  where they go t the 
money from is no business of m ine, and  I k n o w  not.
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2424-. D o  you  p re su m e  th a t  th ey  w ere  b o u g h t  a t  the  g en e ra l  e lec tion  in  the 
sam e way th a t  they  w ere  bought a t  the  p rev io u s  local e lection  ?— I am  c e r ta in  
they  were, because I  h ad  one  o f  the  m en  th a t  were bought,  who b ro u g h t  the 
m oney  in to  o u r  co m m ittee -ro o m  an d  depos i ted  the m o n ey  w hen  he was b o u g h t  ; 
h e  was bought open ly  in  the  s tree t.

2425. H a d  i t  been  th e  p ra c t ice  a t  p re v io u s  P a r l ia m e n ta ry  e lec tions for the 
borough in  which you  res ide , to buy vo tes  in  th e  sam e way in  w hich  they  were 
bough t  a t  the  m u n ic ip a l  elections, o r  was a  d iffe ren t sy s tem  p u rsu e d  fo rm erly  ?—  
A  differen t sys tem  was pu rsued .

2426*. By bo th  p a r t ie s  in  the  b o rough  ?— B y b o th  p a r tie s .
2427. W il l  you desc ribe  the  m ode in  w hich  th ey  w ere  b o u g h t  u n d e r  th e  old 

sys tem  ?— 1 th in k  they w ere  b o u g h t  by th e  p a t ro n a g e  o f  the  c o rp o ra t io n  in  som e 
degree ,  by  the  a ld e rm en  g iv in g  o u r  c o rp o ra t io n  charit ie s ,  p ro m is in g  t u r n s  to the  
vo ters ,  o r  to v o te rs ’ ch ild ren .

2428. W h a t  a re  th e  g en e ra l  sum s pa id  ?— A fte r  an  e lec tion  th e re  was w h a t  we 
call head -m o n ey  p a id  ; a f te r  the  t im e  h ad  e x p ire d  in  which the  M em b ers  co u ld  be 
p e t i t io n ed  ag a in s t  ; we w aited  till a f te r  th a t  time.

2429. W h a t  was the  u n d e r s ta n d in g  w ith  th e  vo te rs  ab o u t  th is  h ea d -m o n ey  ?—  
T h e  u n d e r s ta n d in g  was th a t  th ey  w ere  to have  h a l f  a  sov ere ig n  for each  ca n d id a te ,  
a  sov ere ig n  each  voter.

2430. I n  w h a t  way was th a t  u n d e r s ta n d in g  co m m u n ica ted  to th em  ?— I t  was 
g en e ra l ly  ta k e n  fo r  g ra n te d  th a t  i t  was so.

2431. T h e  cus tom  o f  the  p lace  ?— T h e  cus tom  o f  th e  p lace, a n d  so m etim es  th ey  
u sed  to say I  ex p e c t  to  be p u t  on  as a ch a irm an ,  a n d  also to h av e  th e  m o n ey  a f te r  
the  election.

2432. I n  the  ev e n t  o f  th e i r  b e in g  re fused  to be  p u t  o n  as a  ch a irm a n ,  in th a t  
case w ould  th e y  go to th e  o th e r  p a r ty  ?— Y es, a n d  we f req u en t ly  h av e  d one  i t ;  
b u t  w hen the  c o n te s t  ru n s  h igh ,  n e i th e r  p a r ty  re fuses  it.

2433. H a v e  you  ev e r  kno w n  a n y  p e rso n  who h ad  ap p l ied  to  th e  o th e r  p a r ty  
for an y  a p p o in tm e n t  o f  th is  k in d  b e in g  re fused ,  a n d  co m in g  to y o u r  p a r ty  a n d  
g e t t in g  it g ra n te d ,  a n d  th e n  g iv ing  you his vo te ?— Yes.

2434. W h a t  is  th e  a p p o in tm e n t  o f  c h a irm a n  ?— P e rs o n s  to c a r ry  a  ch a ir  ; 
th e re  a re  ab o u t  50 to c a r ry  th e  cha ir ,  a n d  w e  h a v e  k n o w n  as m a n y  as 700 or 
800 p a id ,  a l th o u g h  they  do n o t  ca rry .

2435. A re  those v o te rs  them se lves  o r  co n n ex io n s  o f  th e  v o te rs  ?— S in ce  the  F la g  
a n d  C olour B ill has  passed, th ey  c a n n o t  be vo ters .  N o w  w h en  w e a re  can v ass in g  
th ey  say, “ Y o u  m u s t  p u t  on m y  son  o r  m y  f a th e r  ; ”  th e y  m a k e  a r e g u la r  c la im .

2436. D oes  th a t  sys tem  still  c o n t in u e  ?— N o t  to  th e  e x t e n t  t h a t  i t  d id  ; b u t  i t  
does to a  very  la rg e  e x te n t  now.

2437. O n  both  s ides  ?— O n b o th  sides.
2438. D o  you  conceive  th a t  to be a m ode o f  b r ib e ry  ?— I t  is a n  in d i re c t  bribe, 

certa in ly .
2439. A re  th e re  any  p e rso n s  besides  c h a irm en  th a t  a r e  b r ib ed  in  th a t  way ?—  

T h e r e  a re  w hat a re  ca lled  the  c h a i r  posse, a n d  th e re  a re  w ha t  th ey  call th e  sh e r if f 's  
posse. I t  often  h a p p e n s  th a t  we c a n n o t  p ro m ise  a  m a n ’s son to be a  c h a irm an  
because  the  lis t  is  lull, a n d  we say, “  Y o u  shall be w ha t  th ey  call a  ch a ir  posse ,” 
t h a t  is, a  m a n  to w alk  by the  side  o f  th e  ch a ir  a n d  ta k e  ca re  of i t  ; a n d  som etim es  
we a re  ob liged  to  p ay  h im  as m u ch  as th o u g h  h e  was one  o f  the  ch a irm en .

2440. A re  th ey  also p u t  up o n  th e  b an d  ?— E v e r y  f r e e m a n  w ho ca n  p lay  up o n  
an  in s t ru m e n t ,  o r  fancies  th a t  he  can  play , m a k e s  a  c la im  to be p u t  u p o n  the 
b and  ; th e  fact is, t h a t  we c a n n o t  m ak e  a  b a n d  w ith o u t  non -f reem en .

2441. W i th  re g a rd  to the  flag -bearers ,  a re  th ey  in  the  sam e  s i tu a t io n  ?— Y e s ;  
we t ry  to satisfy th e m  w ith  b e in g  i iag -b eare rs ,  a n d  i f  we c a n n o t  satisfy  th em  w ith  
tha t ,  we p u t  them  on the  chair .

2442. Is  th e  p a y  of the  f lag -beare rs  less th a n  th a t  o f  th e  ch a irm en  ?— I t  is.
2443. I t  is, in  fact, a m ode o f  p ay in g  the  e le c to rs? — Y es,  a n d  th e  ap p lica tio n s  

for various s itua tions  av e rag e  th re e - fo u r th s  of th e  c o n s t i tu en ts .
2444. W h a t  is  th e  to ta l  n u m b e r  o f  the  co n s t i tu en ts  ?— W h e n  I say th re e -  

fourths ,  I sp ea k  of one s id e ;  the  re g is t ra t io n  is 401S.
2445. A re  th e re  m an y  ap p lica tio n s  of the  10/. h o u seho lders  for tho^e s i tu a t io n s?
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— Yes, th e re  a re  m any from  them  ; the fact is, th a t  in th a t  place the small 10 /. 
householders would become as con tam inated  as the others.

2505. D oes i t  n o t  operate  as a g re a t  d isadvantage to a par ty  n o t  hav ing  a co n ­
tes t  on every  possible occasion ; do not the  vo ters  feel th a t  i t  is a very bad  policy 
for them  to belong to a  par ty  which does no t b ribe  th em  a t  every  successive 
e lection  ?— Yes, they  g e t  dissatisfied ; and  if  they  go on an y  length  of t im e , the 
m en  them selves  will m ak e  an opposition ; b u t  un less  they  a re  paid , th e re  never 
is any  serious contest.

2506. I s  n o t  the re su lt  of th is  system alm ost always to p roduce  a  contest, in 
o rd e r  th a t  the vo ters  m ay g e t  pa id  ?— Yes.

2507. I s  the  canvass of the  freem en, th a t  is, the c o r ru p t  p a r t  of i t ,  ca rr ied  on 
betw een individual and  individual,  or w ith  th e  freem en assem bled  in  masses ?—  
B etw een  ind iv idua l an d  ind iv idual.

2508. Do you  th in k  th a t  it is easy, by the  mode which you ad o p t  in ca rry ing  on 
b rib e ry  a t  the m unic ipa l elections, to evade the  law which a ttaches  penalt ies  only 
w hen the  b ribery  can  be t raced  to the  agen ts  of th e  can d id a te s?— Yes, L th in k  it  
does. T h e  fact  is, th a t  it the re  is a gen e ra l  election, a t  which n e i th e r  p a r ty  
chooses to bribe, an d  the m en  become dissatisfied, you can then ,  a t  th e  n ex t  
m un ic ipa l  election, p ay  them  fo r  th e  genera l  election.

2509. D o  th e  m un ic ipa l e lec tions afford a n  o p p o r tu n ity  n o t  only for b r ib ing  
the  m en  beforehand, as a  sort  of re ta in in g  fee, b u t  for af te rw ards k eep in g  them  in 
check  by the  expecta tion  of th e ir  rece iv ing  a rew ard  for th e i r  votes a t  the  P a r ­
l iam en ta ry  election, by the p ay m en t  a t  the  n e x t  m unicipal e lec t ion?— It  has  been 
done, an d  i t  is so now, I have  no  doubt ; being losers, we have  not paid.

2510. D o  you  th in k  th a t  the system  th a t  p revails  th e re ,  of coup ling  the  two 
elections, enables  you to cloak the co n trac t  which has  ta k e n  place a t  the P a r l iam en ­
tary  election, by the p ay m en t  in fulfilm ent of the con trac t ,  as  for the municipal 
e lection  ?— Yes, I do. I have no doub t the election m ig h t  be ob ta ined  in th is  way. 
T h e  p a r tie s  would say, “ W e  can n o t  give you any  th ing  for the genera l  e lection ; 
i f  you choose to t ru s t  to us, we shall have a co n tes t  for sheriff, o r  we shall have 
a  con tes t  for mayor, an d  we will t r e a t  you then as well as th e  o thers  do .”

2511. How  would you b ribe  the 10/. h o u s e h o ld e r s ’— W e could n o t  bribe the 
10/. householders  in th a t  way, bu t th e re  is always such a p ropor tion  of m en  to be 
p u rch ased  in  th is  way, th a t  would always swamp the householders an d  the free­
holders.

5236. I s  the re  m uch  bribery  a t  the  elections for M em bers  of P a r l ia m e n t  on 
the  n igh t  th a t  elapses between the two days o f  p o ll in g ?— I n ev e r  knew  any  direct 
b r ibery  for M em b ers  of P a r l ia m e n t  before the election o f  1832.

2176. Y ou say th a t  s ince the R eform  Bill the re  has been  no b r ib e ry  a t  the 
P a r l ia m e n ta ry  elections of the sam e n a tu re  th a t  took place  a t  the m unicipal 
e lec tions on  yo u r  side ?— O n  m y  side, ce rta in ly  n o t  ; the  fact is, I n ev e r  knew  
o u r  side go to d irec t  b r ib e ry  ex c ep t  by  cha irm en , posse a n d  trea t ing .

2477. T h e  d irec t  bribery  on y o u r  side in 1832, was en tire ly  ca rr ied  on a t  the 
p rev ious  m un ic ipa l  election ?— T h e  d irec t  bribery  was a t  the m un ic ipa l  e lection  
an d  a t  the sheriff’s e lection  I have  m entioned .

2178. D id  you lose the  two M em b ers  of P a r l ia m e n t  for n o t  b r ib in g  them  ? —  
W e  did.

24-79. D id  your opponen ts  b r ib e ? — Y es they  did.
2480. H a v e  you any  evidence o f  th a t  ?— T h e r e  is the evidence o f --------------

an d  o thers  u p o n  th a t  subject.
2481 . Could th a t  b r ibery  be traced to the  cand ida tes  so as to affect the ir  

s e a ts ? — N o, i t  could not.
2482. I s  i t  w ith in  your know ledge th a t  by the ad h e ren ts  an d  p a r t i s a n s  

b r ibery  was ca rr ied  on on the o th er  side ?— T o an enorm ous e x te n t  ; I am  certa in ,  
from m y  know ledge of the  constituency, th a t  un less  they  h ad  had  a very s trong  
influence indeed, th ey  would never have done it. (pp .  135, 136, 140, 141.)

H a r m a n  V i s g e r , E s q .

6308. W h e r e  do you reside ?— A t  Bristol.
6309. H ow  long  have you lived th e re  ?— A ll m y  life.
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6310. W h a t  a re  you ?— A  m a n u fa c tu re r  an d  m erch an t .
6408. W a s  i t  n o t  g iven  in  ev idence  before  th e  co m m ittee  th a t  sa t  to in q u ire  

in to  the valid ity  o f  the re tu rn  o f  the e lection o f  1832, th a t  polling1 m oney was g iven 
on th a t  occasion ?— I could  n o t  say  po ll ing  m o n ey  ; b u t  for a t ten d a n ce  on n o m i­
na tio n  day, 3i. was g iv en  to a  la rge  n u m b e r  o f  m en. I h ad  i t  before m e, from 
persons  who paid  a  good deal.

6409. Besides tha t ,  was it  n o t  g iv en  in ev idence ,  th a t  on the  day o f  polling , a 
g re a t  m an y  o rd e rs  for d r in k  w ere  d is t r ib u te d ? — Yes, 1 saw th e m  a t  w h a t  they  
ca lled  the  “ b rib e ry  box ,” which I  c a n  describe  to you.

6410. You saw i t  yo u rse lf?— Yes, I stood by  a n d  saw h u n d re d s  g o in g  and  
com ing. W e  call it  the  “  b r ib e ry  box .”

6411. W h a t  w as i t  you  s aw ?—-I t  w as a  house  a n d  a  bow—w indow  f ro n t in g  the 
s t re e t .  A t  two sides of the  w indow  the  s h u t te r s  w ere  u p  ; t h e  o th e r  s-ide, a p a n e  
o f  g lass  was rem oved, an d  a  s l id in g  pan e l  was su b s t i tu te d ,  a n d  th e  r e s t  boarded  
up . A  re g u la r  s t re a m  of m en  cam e in an d  h a n d e d  in  a  p a p e r ,  an d  re ce iv ed  out 
a n o th e r  p ap e r .  T h e  p a p e r  h an d e d  in I saw, in  a  g re a t  n u m b e r  o f  ins tances .

6412. W h a t  was th e  n a tu re  o f  the  p a p e r  h a n d e d  in  ?— T h e  p a p e r  h an d ed  in 
was w h a t  we call th e  scr ip ,  be in g  th e  n u m b e r  a n d  n am e  o f  the  ind iv idua l,  which 
was g iven  to each  m an  to facilita te  th e  poll.

6413. A n d  which was the  certif ica te  th a t  he  h a d  polled  in  a p a r t ic u la r  m a n ­
n e r  ?— I am  n o t  su re  th a t  i t  was m a rk e d  so, b u t  i t  was the  sc r ip  o f  h is  own p a r ty  ; 
an d  a l th o u g h  i t  m ay n o t  be re g a rd e d  as  a  ce rt if icate ,  th e  in fe ren ce  was th a t  he 
h ad  polled  for h is  own p a r ty .  H e  th e n  re ce iv ed  a n o th e r  p a p e r  in  exchange ,  
which, from su b seq u e n t  inqu ir ies ,  was p ro v e d  to be  a n  o rd e r  on d iffe ren t  public  
houses. I saw one  myself, an d  I a sk e d  a  m an ,  “  W h a t  have  th ey  g iven  you I"  
H e  show ed m e, an d  1 saw th e  n am e  o f  W h i te  H o rs e ,  t h a t  be in g  the  n am e  of a  
p u b l ic -h o u se  in  th e  p a r ish  w h e re  m y p re m ise s  a r e  s i tua te .

6411. W h a t  was the  ob ject o f  th is  bow -w indow  a n d  th is  s l id ing  p an e l  !— In  
o rd e r ,  as  i t  a p p e a re d  to m e, th a t  it  m ig h t  be d one  in  secrecy.

G415. A n d  d id  the  m an  p u t  in h is  p a p e r  w ith  one  h a n d  a n d  rece ive  a n o th e r  
p a p e r  ?— Yes.

6416. I  his was a n  o rd e r  for d r in k  for a n o th e r  a m o u n t  !— I th in k  i t  was su b se ­
quen tly  a sc e r ta in e d  to be  3s.;  I th in k  I sh o u ld  r e m a r k  th a t  i t  w a s  only on one 
side th is  was done.

6417. W’as the  offer m ad e  to the  o th e r  s ide , a re  you a w a r e ? — I h a v e  a lready  
s ta ted  tha t ,  with th e  ex cep tio n  o f  51. o r  61., w h ich  I have  h e a rd  was s p e n t  on the 
L ib e ra l  s ide  a t  B ed m in s te r ,  in th e  su b u rb s ,  to th e  b e s t  o f  m y  know ledge  an d  be­
lief, a n d  su ch  is m y  en t i re  conv ic tion ,  th a t  th e re  was n o t  one  p in t  o f  b ee r  g iven  
on  the  L ibera l  side.

6399. H a v e  you  h e a rd  o f  7s. be in g  p a id  as po ll ing  m oney  ?— I th in k  it w as 7s.6d.
6400. P e r  head  ?— P e r  vote.
6401. Before th e  R efo rm  Bill ?— Y es, befo re  the  R efo rm  Bill.
6402. H a v e  both  sides  p a id  it  ?— Yes.
6103. I f  a m an  sp l i t  a  vo te  b e tw een  the  p a r t ie s  d i rec t ly  o p p o sed  to one a n o th e r  

in po li tics ,  each  cand ida te  p a id  i t  ?— I a p p r e h e n d  th ey  g e n e ra l ly  did ; ce r ta in ly  
those opposed  to each o th e r  in  p o l i t ic s ;  b u t  p e rso n s  o f  th e  sam e po litics  were 
g en e ra l ly  op p o n en ts .

6404. I t  w en t  by  th e  nam e  o f  the  co m p lim e n t  ?— N o. po ll ing -m oney .
6405. W h a t  po l i t ic s  w ere  th o se  p e rso n s  you  re fe r  to ? — T h e r e  was g en e ra l ly  

a  T o ry  re tu rn e d ,  by  a lm o s t  g en e ra l  co nsen t,  a n d  th e  oppos i t ion  lay betw een the  
two W h ig s— an  a r is to c ra t ic  W h ig  an d  a  l ibera l  W hig .

6406. A re  you sp ea k in g  o f  th e  e lec tions be tw een  1812 an d  1 8 3 0 ? — Y es, th e  
old elections.

6 1 0 / .  D id  it n o t  come o u t  before th e  co m m ittee  who sa t  on  th e  e lec tion  o f  1832, 
th a t  p o l l in g  m o n ey  w as p a i d ? — T h e  elec tion  co m m ittee  o f  1832— th ere  was 3i. 
pa id  to a  large  num ber.

6559. W as the re  n o t  also a society  form ed, u n d e r  th e  n am e  o f  the  “ C onserva tive  
O p e ra t iv e  S o c ie ty ? ” — T h e re  was.

6560. Vi h ich  was very  in s t ru m e n ta l  in  in d u c in g  the freem en  to co -o p e ra te  to ­
g e th e r  in  s u p p o r t  of one of th e  politica l p a r t ie s  in  B ris to l — I view i t  as n o th in g  
b u t  a  c lo ak  for system atic  b r ibery .
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6561. A n d  th a t  b ribery  d irec ted  principa lly  aga ins t  freem en ?— Almost entirely. 
I m ay re m a rk  here , th a t  by m ean s  of th a t  society an  ex p ed ien t  for virtually p ay ­
ing  polling-m oney  appears  to have been h i t  upon.

6562. W h e n  was th a t  association formed ?— I have  the book of ru les ,  in Ju n e .
6563. G ive us the y e a r? — J u n e  1832.
6636. T h e n  you have no doub t w ha tever  of th is  society hav ing  been  in tended  

as an  in s t ru m en t  to p rom ote  the  e lec tioneering  views of the B lue p a r ty ? — N o t  
the  slightest.

6637. D id  it  ap p e a r  th a t  a f te r  po ll ing  they  rece ived  any  m oney  or any  order  
for d r in k  ?— A t the b r ib e ry  box?

6638. A t  the b ribery  box , in  the  way you described  yes terday  ?—-Y e s  ; also 
w ha t  was called B lue b ee f  a t  C hris tm as,  which I  believe was a cun n in g  way of 
avo id ing  the nam e of po lling-m oney .

6639. T h e re  was also a d is tr ibu tion  of beef  a t  C hris tm as,  was th e re  ?— T h ere  
was.

6640. T o  the  m em bers  o f  the  O pera t ive  Society  ?— Yes, an d  to all who voted.
6641. I t  was d is tr ib u ted  u n d e r  the nam e of C h a r i ty ?— I t  was d is tr ib u ted  very 

osten ta tiously  u n d e r  the nam e of Blue beef. I saw some splendid  oxen decorated  
with  blue r ibbons  d r iven  ab o u t  the  c ity  ab o u t  C hris tm as,  an d  which were u n d e r ­
stood to be the oxen  which were to  be g iven to the vo ters  on the  B lue in te re s t ;  this 
was C hris tm as  1832. I do not know  w h e th e r  I should  re m a rk  h e re  th a t  th e re  was 
an o th e r  d is tr ibu tion  of beef subsequen t to the la te  elec tion ,osten ta tiously  advertised, 
which I  will read. T h is  is the T o ry  p a p e r ;  the  o rgan  o f  the T o ry  p a r ty  ; F e l ix  
F a r ley ’s B ris to l Jo u rn a l ,  21st M arch ,  1835. “ A  subscrip tion , am o u n tin g  to abou t 
800/., has been ra ised  in th is  city  for th e  p u rp o se  of enab ling  th e  C onserva tive  
opera t ives  to ce lebra te  th e  tr ium ph  of th e i r  p r inc ip les  a t  the las t  e lec t io n ;  i t  will 
be d is tr ib u ted  am o n g s t  th em  in  the course of a few days in b read  and  beef, th a t  
mode be ing  considered  p referab le  to a  public  en te r ta in m en t ,  in which the  wives 
an d  ch ild ren  o f  the  vo ters  would n o t  have p a r t ic ip a te d :  the  m en will receive 
ab o u t  141bs. of p r im e  beef, an d  th ree  q u a r te rn  loaves.”  1 saw c a r t  loads o f  bread, 
and  in one or two places  crowds w aiting  abou t to receive  this. T h e re  is no  
do u b t  w hatever th a t  they d id  thus  receive th is  which was prom ised, an d  the  value 
is as near  as possible the 7s. 6d. polling-money. A pe ti t ion  was p re sen ted  to P a r ­
liam ent,  se t t in g  forth  these facts, b u t  a t the  tim e i t  was rid iculed . (pp .  375, 
37 6 ,  392, 395, 396.)

J o h n  S c o t t .

G745. W h e r e  d o  yon r e s id e ? — A t  Bris to l.
6716 . W h a t  bus iness  a r e  y ou?  — A c a b in e t  m a k e r  an d  jo in e r .
C747. H o w  long h a v e  y o u  l ived  t h e r e ? — All m y  life tim e.
0748. W e re  you s e c re ta ry  o f  th e  C o n se rv a tiv e  O p e ra t iv e  A ssocia tion  ?— Y es.
687G. I n  so m e  o f  the  la te  e lec tions  do you ev e r  r e m e m b e r  b r ibes  be ing  

g iv en ?— I  h av e  h e a rd  ta lk  o f  th em , b u t  1 have  n e v e r  had  an y  m yself.
C877. D id  you  e v e r  c a r ry  a b o u t  an y  m oney yo u rse lf?— Y es,  I  c a r r ie d  last 

y e a r  th e  m oney  I  g o t  fo r  th e  su b sc r ip t io n .
G878. In  som e o f  th e  la te  e lec t io n s  to d i s t r ib u te  to th e  v o te rs  to in d u c e  th em  

to v o te?— N ev er .
6879. U sed  th ey  to d i s t r ib u te  a f te r  th e  e lec t io n ?— Y es, the  po lling  m oney .
G880. N o t  m ore  th a n  t h a t ? — I  n e v e r  saw  an y  m o r e ;  som etim es  i t  was 15s. 

o r  7s. 6d . a  s ide ,  po ll ing-m oney , th e  w inn ing  p a r t i e s ;  th a t  w as  a  s tan d in g  
ru le .  I t  w as 4s. Gd. w h e n  I  re co l lec t  i t  t irs t .

G881. D o  you  k n o w  a  person  o f  th e  n a m e  o f --------------------- in M o n tag u e -
s t r e e t? — I  c a n n o t  say  I  do.

G882. H e  sp l i t  his vo te ,  an d  w as re fu sed  to  h a v e  an y  o f  th e  b e e f  t h a t  was 
d i s t r ib u te d  a f te rw a rd s  ?— I  do  n o t  k n o w  h im , b u t  I  k n o w  som e w ho sp li t  th e i r  
vo te s  w ho h a d  only  h a l f  the  a l low ance  o f  b re a d  an d  b ee f ,  b e c a u se  they  sp li t  
thei-r vo tes .

6883. A re  th e  w o rk m e n  g en e ra l ly  e x p e c te d  to  v o te  as  t h e i r  m as te rs  wish ? 
— M ostly .

6384. D o  you know  o f  any men who have been dismissed because they
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voted a g a in s t  the  w ish  o f  t h e i r  e m p lo y e r? — A t th a t  t im e  I co u ld  h a v e  n a m e d  
som e, h u t  I h av e  n o t  a n y  p a r t i c u la r  p r o o f  o f  it.

13885. T h e r e  a r e  m an y  w ho h a v e  b een  d i s c h a r g e d ,  b u t  th e  m a s te r  d o es  n o t  
ass ign  a re aso n ?— Yes.

(»798. D o  you  k n o w  a n y  th in g  a b o u t  t h e  d i s t r ib u t io n  o f  b e e f  a f t e r  th e  
e le c t io n ? — Y es.

6799 . W h a t  c a n  you say a b o u t  t h a t ? — I t  w as  g iv en  to  th o se  w h o  po lled  in 
th e  Hlne in te re s t .

(»800. H a d  you any  o f  i t ? — Y es.
0891 . D id  you  c o l lec t  a n y  o f  th e  su b se t  ip t io n s  fo r  t h a t ? — N o .
6892. W h o  p a id  fo r  th a t  ?— T h a t  I  c a n n o t  say .  (p p .  402, 4 0 4 ,  406 .)

M r, J o h n  S i r c o m .

6921. D o  you  l iv e  a t  B r i s to l? — I  do.
692 2 .  H o w  lo n g  h a v e  y o u  lived  t h e r e ? — F o r ty - f o u r  y e a rs .
692 3 .  W h a t  is y o u r  bus iness?— M y  b u s in ess  is a n  a c c o u n ta n t ,  a n d  t e a c h e r  

o f  m a th e m a t ic s .
6921. Y ou a r e  in th e  B lu e  I n t e r e s t ,  a r e  y o u  n o t ? — I  am  d e c id e d ly ,  a n d  e v e r  

h a v e  been .
6325. H a d  y o u  any  th in g  to  do  w ith  t h e  fo rm a tio n  o f  th e  O p e r a t i v e  C o n ­

s e rv a t iv e  A sso c ia t io n ?— 1 h a d ,  a f t e r  i t  h a d  firs t  c o m m e n c e d .
6958. I n  w h a t  w a y  w e re  y o u  c o n c e rn e d  in  i t ? — I to o k  on m y s e l f  th e  

office o f  t r e a s u r e r  to  th e  A ssocia tion .
6959. W h o  a p p o in t e d  you  to  t h a t  o ff ice?— T h e  c o m m it te e .
6960. W h ic h  c o m m i t t e e ? — T h e  c o m m i t t e e  o f  th e  O p e r a t i v e s ’ A sso c ia t io n .
710(3. H a d  you  a n y th in g  to  do  w i th  th e  d i s t r ib u t io n  o f  w h a t  is c a l le d  th e

B lu e  b e e f? — N o th in g  m o re  th a n  b e in g  a s u b s c r ib e r  in t h e  p a r is h  t o  w h ich  I 
b e lo n g ed .

7107. D id  y o u  ass is t  in d i s t r i b u t in g  th e  b e e f ? — N o t  in  m y  ow n  p a r ish  ; b u t  
I saw  th e  beef.

7108 . D id  y o u  a t t e n d  th e  d a y  th e  b e e f  w as  d i s t r i b u te d  ?— I c a n n o t  s a y  I 
a t t e n d e d  a t  a n y  o n e  p a r t i c u la r  p la c e  ; 1 s aw  th e  b e e f  in a  good  m a n y  places .

7109. D id  y o u  o r  d id  y o u  n o t  a t t e n d  a t  an y  p la c e  w h e r e  th e  b e e f  w as  d is ­
t r i b u t e d ? —  N o t  fo r  t i ie  p u rp o s e  o f  d is t r ib u t io n .

7110 . F o r  w h a t  p u rp o s e  th e n  ?— M e re ly  to see  th e  m a n n e r  in  w h ic h  i t  w as 
la id  o u t .

7111. Y ou w e re  p re s e n t  th e n  w h e n  it w as d i s t r i b u t e d ? — N o ;  I  w as  n o t  a t  
an y  o n e  p la c e  w h e re  th e  b e e f  w as  d i s t r i b u te d ,  I  on ly  c a s u a l ly  lo o k e d  in 
b e fo re  i t  w a s  d i s t r ib u te d .

7112 . D id  y o u  s u b s c r ib e  to w a r d s  t h e  fu n d  ?•— I  d id  in 1S35 s u b s c r ib e  m y  
10ó. t h e  s a m e  as an y  o th e r  c o m m it te e -m a n  in t h e  d i s t r ic t .

711 3 .  I t  w as  g iv en  to  th o se  w h o  v o te d  in th e  B lu e  in t e r e s t ? — W h e th e r  
h o u s e h o ld e r s  o r  f r e e m e n ;  I  w ish  t h a t  to  b e  p a r t i c u la r ly  e x p r e s s e d ;  a n d  i f  
th e y  g a v e  to one  c a n d id a te  o n e  vo te  a n d  th e  o th e r  t h e  o th e r ,  i t  w as  still th e  
sa m e  ; t h e r e  w as  n o  d is t in c t io n .

7114 .  D id  you  g iv e  to any householders w ho w ere  n o t  freem en ? — T h e re  
was no d istinction  made.

7115. T h e y  w e re  all in th e  B lu e  i n t e r e s t  to  w hom  th e  b e e f  w as  g iv en  ?— N o  ; 
you  w ould  n o t  ca ll  a m an  w h o  g a v e  his v o te  fo r  .Sir J o h n  H o b h o u s e  a B lu e .

7116. D id  a n y  o n e  re c e iv e  a n y  o f  th e  B lu e  b e e f  u n le ss  he  had  g iv e n  o n e  
v o te  in  the  B lu e  in t e r e s t  ?— C e r t a in ly  no t.  ( p p .  4 0 7 ,  408 , 109, 41 4 .)

Mr. J a m e s  H u d s o n .

2 1 2 0 . W h a t  a r e  y o u ,  a n d  w h e re  d o  y o u  r e s id e  ? — A m a n u f a c t u r e r ,  l iv ing  
a t  L e ic e s te r .

2121. H a v e  you  t a k e n  an  a c t iv e  p a r t  a t  t h e  la s t  e le c t io n s  fo r  L e i c e s t e r ? — 
Y e s ,  ti ll  t h e  la s t  5 I  w a s  so c o m p le te ly  d i s g u s te d  w i th  th e  p ro c e e d in g s  in 1832  
th a t  I w as  d e te r m in e d  to h a v e  n o th in g  m o re  to  d o  w i th  th em .
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2 t2 2 .  Will the ev id en ce  you have to g ive  refer to e lections previous?— 
Generally  up to the last time.

2123. F ro m  w h a t  p e r io d  do  you  beg in  ?— I h av e  b een  genera l ly  a c q u a in ted  
w ith  th em  from  m y y o u th  ; I w as  v e ry  active, in th e  c e le b ra te d  e lec tion  o f  
M a n n e rs  a n d  l iab in g to n  ; I  th in k  th a t  m u s t  be  a b o u t  35 y e a rs  a g o ;  b u t  w e  
k n e w  very  l i t t le  a b o u t  th e  c o r r u p t  w o rk in g  o f  an  e lec t io n  till 1826. M r.  
B ab in g to n  an d  M r.  S m ith  p rev io u s ly  r e p re s e n te d  th e  t o w n ;  M r.  S m ith  for 
a b o u t  25 y ea rs ,  an d  M r .  B ab in g to n  a b o u t  20 y ea rs ,  an d  M r .  M ansfie ld  and 
M r.  P a r e s  a sh o r t  t im e. In  1820 th e  sy s tem  co m m en c ed  w o rk in g  in good 
e a rn es t .

2124. H a s  th a t  sy s tem  co n t in u e d  e v e r  s in c e ? — I t  has.
2125. W ill  you d e s c r ib e  th e  m a n n e r  in w h ich  th a t  sys tem  w o rk s ,  in th e  first  

p lace  w ith  r e g a rd  to  b r ib e ry  ?— Sim ply  in th is  w a y ,  t h a t  th o se  w ho h av e  th e  
b e s t  p u rse  a r e  su re  to  be  r e tu r n e d  ; politics  a r e  co m p ara t iv e ly  im m ate r ia l .

212G. In  w h a t  sh ap e  w as th e  b r ib e  a d m in is te re d ? — In  a v a r ie ty  o f  w ay s ;  
th e  g e n e ra l  ru le  is to  g iv e  a  d i s t r ic t  t i c k e t  a t  t h e  c o m m e n c e m e n t  ; t h e  tow n 
is d iv id ed  in to  d is tr ic ts .

2127. A re  those  d is t r ic ts  e a ch  u n d e r  th e  s u p e r in te n d e n c e  o f  a  c o m m itte e  ?— 
Y es, o r  r a th e r  o f  an  a g e n t ;  tw o  a g e n ts  a r e  a p p o in te d ,  c o n n e c te d  w i th  the 
g en e ra l  co m m itte e ,  to  su p e r in te n d  p a r t ic u la r  d is tr ic ts .

2128. A re  those  d i s t r ic t  t i c k e ts  g iven  by th o se  a g e n ts ? — T h e y  a r e  g iven  by 
th e  a g e n ts  o f  th e  c o m m itte e  from  som e o f  th e  w o rk e r s  o f  th e  co m m ittee .  I 
find a  vote  in  d is t r ic ts  N o . 8 or 2 ,  o r  w h a te v e r  i t  m ay  be ,  I  t a k e  it  to  th e  
c o m m it te e ,  a n d  I  g e t  a  t i c k e t  f rom  one  o f  th e  le a d e rs  o f  t h a t  co m m it te e  t h a t  
th e  m an  belongs to  d i s t r ic ts  2 o r  8 ; t h e  w o rk in g  o f  t h a t  t i c k e t  a t  th e  las t
e lec t io n  w as th is ,  t h a t  a  d is t r ic t  t i c k e t  fo r  t h e ---------- p a r ty  g a v e  th a t  m an  f r e e
access  to  all th e  p u b l ic -h o u ses  fo r  e a t in g  a n d  d r in k in g  th e  w hole  o f  th e  t im e , 
a n d  I th in k  w'e n e v e r  had  so m uch  e a t in g  a n d  d r in k in g  a n d  d ru n k e n n e s s  as w e 
h a d  a t  th e  la s t  e lec tion .

2129 . T h a t  d i s t r i c t  t i c k e t  g ives  f r e e  access  to  all th e  pu b lic -h o u ses  for 
e a t in g  an d  d r in k in g  th e  w ho le  o f  th e  t im e ? — Y es, t h e  m a n  show s his t i c k e t ,  
anti he  ea ts  a n d  d r in k s  w h a t  he  l ikes ,  a n d  is n e v e r  a sk e d  to  p a y  fo r a n y  th in g .

2130. D o e s  t h a t  f ree  access  to th e  pu b lic -h o u ses  up o n  show ing  th e  t i c k e t  
c o n t in u e  a f te r  th e  te s te  o f  th e  w r i t? — T h a t  t i c k e t  is g iv en  on th e  c o m m e n c e ­
m e n t  o f  th e  ca n v ass ,  o r  as  sh o r t ly  a f t e r  as  th e  v o te r  is fo u n d ,  w ho app lies  
fo r  i t ,  a n d  i t  co n t in u es  till  t h e  e lec t ion  is over ,  e x c e p t  t h a t  a t  th e  la s t  e lec t io n ,  
th e  e lec t ion  o t  1835, t h a t  t i c k e t ,  a f t e r  h av in g  b een  av a ilab le  fo r  th e  w ho le  o f  
th e  canvass  a n d  th e  po ll ing ,  w as  av a ilab le  on  th e  S a tu rd a y  n ig h t  a f te r  the  
e lec t ion  w as o v e r ,  in th is  w ay ,  t h a t  th e y  w e n t  to  one  o f  th e  a g e n ts  o f  th e  co m ­
m it te e  and  re c e iv e d  1/. in p a r t  o f  p a y m e n t  o f  m o n ey  d u e  to th em  till th e y  
cou ld  h av e  a  s e t t l e m e n t  o f  th e  a c c o u n t  fo r  t h e i r  s e r v ic e s ;  th o se  d is t r ic t  
t i c k e ts ,  I should  ex p la in ,  a r e  all su p p o sed  to  c a r r y  w ith  th em  th e  value  o f  a 
c o n s ta b le ’s t i c k e t  fo r  3s. 6c?., o r  5s., o r  7s. a  d ay  w hile  the  e lec t io n  lasts.

2135. R e fe r r in g  to th e  d i s t r ic t  t i c k e ts  w h ic h  a r e  d i s t r ib u te d  befo re  the  
e lec t io n ,  th ey  b e a r  th e  v a lu e ,y o u  say ,  o f  3s. Gd. to  5s. a d a y  ?— T h a t  is th e  u n d e r ­
s ta n d in g  g iven  by th e  ru n n e rs  o r  ag e n ts  ; th ey  h av e  no specific  va lue  p u t  up o n  
them .

2136. W h a t  do th e y  b e a r  up o n  th em , w h a t  is w r i t t e n  upon  th em  ?— I t  is a 
m e re  t i c k e t  o r  c a rd ,  w ith  th e  d is t r ic ts  an d  th e  in itia ls  o f  one  o f  the  c le rk s .

2137. N o  n am e  o f  th e  c a n d id a te ? — No.
2138. H a v e  th e y  an y  seal u p o n  th em , o r  a n y  d is t ingu ish ing  m a rk  besides 

th e  in itia l  o f  th e  c le r k  ?— No.
2139. A re  t h e r e  any  in s tan ces  w ith in  y o u r  k n o w le d g e  o f  t h e i r  be ing  sold 

for a c tu a l  m oney  ?— No, th e y  a r e  only av a ila b le  by be ing  p re s e n te d  by the  
p erso n  to w hom  th ey  h av e  been  d e l iv e red  ; th e  n am e  is ca lled  over ,  an d  the  
t i c k e t  r e fe r r e d  to.

2140. I s  the  n a m e  o f  th e  p a r ty  w r i t t e n  upon  th e  t i c k e t ? — Yes, i t  is.
2141. T h e  n a m e  o f  th e  p a r ty  is ca lled  over ,  an d  th e  m o n ey  is pa id  ?— Y es ; 

when lie p re se n ts  his t i c k e t  on th e  S a tu rd a y  e v e n in g  a f t e r  th e  elec tion , his 
n am e  is ca lled  over ,  an d  th e  d i s t r ic t  r e fe r r e d  to ; o n e  g en t lem an  says it  is all
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r ig h t  ; a  sov ere ig n  is th ro w n  d o w n ,  a n d  th e y  say  you  m ay  l a k e  th a t  till w e 
h av e  p o w e r  to  se t t le  w i th  you.

2142. W h en  is the final sett lem ent?— I cannot tell that. In the e lec t ion  o f  
1835, all w ho voted for one o f  the parties rece ived  a second  t ick e t  at the inn 
w h ere  the com m ittee  sat ; the voter, as soon as he had polled, w e n t  w ith  the  
agen t or runner to the com m ittee-room , there he rece ived  a t ick e t  w ith  a 
stam p ; that t ick e t  which he rece iv ed  in the com m ittee-room  he w as instructed  
to  ta k e  to the h ead  quarters o f  the p a r ty ;  he w as adm itted  by that t icket  
singly into a room, and w as paid by  a stranger l ib .  ; they rece ived  30s. besides  
their  k eep  during the election.

2143 . A t  any form er e lec t ion s  with  w hich  you have been conversant ,  have  
you ev er  seen  a  similar p ract ice  resorted to as that you have  d escr ib ed  with  
re feren ce  to th e  polling t ic k e t s  w ith  the seal upon them  ?— T ic k e t s  had been  
g iven  regularly by both parties at th e  last three e lec tion s,  to m y certain  
k now ledge .

2144. A t  the p o llin g?— D u r in g  the canvass.
2145 . Y ou have spoken  o f  tw o t ick e ts ,  first the t ick et  w h ich  hears a value  

o f  from 3.ç. Gí/. to 5s.  a d ay ,  that is g iven  at the canvass?— Yes.
214G. Y ou say  th ere  is a second t ick e t  g iven  at the polling, is the g iv in g  o f  

th at  n ew  t ick e t  at the polling a new' p ract ice ,  or was that an old p ract ice  
w hich  has ex is ted  at form er e lec tions?— An old practice.

2147. W ill you  confine your descr iption  ot it to w hat yon  have  know n take  
p lace  at form er elections,"at the election  o f  1832 for instance?— T h e  arrange­
m ents  o f  1832 w e r e  m ad e in th e  sam e w a y  by the a g en ts  o f  the different  
parties, they  took a t ick e t ,  and that was understood betw een  the parties to 
bear a certain  value w h ich  th e  different co m m ittees  paid afterwards.

2148. D id  they  g ive  also a t ic k e t  at the polling?— N o t  generally .
2149 . W ere  there instances in w hich  those w ere  g iven ?— Yes, certainly.
2150 . H ow  w ere  those t ick ets  a fterw ards paid ?— B y  the com m ittees .
2151. T h e y  paid both classes o f  t ickets  equally?— Yes.
2152. W ere  they  paid by a  stranger at form er e lec t ion s  ? - - C erta in ly  not ; 

the case  o f  th e  10.?. t ick e t  1 referred to in th e  e lec t io n  o f  1835, w as a 
remarkable case.

2153. W hat m eans have  you o f  k n ow in g  that such p a y m en t was made, did 
an y  body tell you  w ho had rece iv ed  m oney in that w ay ?— O h y es ,  1 have  been  
upon th e  com m ittees  m y s e l f  at form er elections.

2154. A nd h a v e  y o u rse lf  paid those t ic k e t s? — I have  know n that p a y ­
m ents w ere m ade from m y ow n w orkm en, I know* th e  last e lec tion ,  th e  e lec tion  
o f  1 8 3 2 ;  probably I could  sp eak  to that more particularly by stating  that I 
was on Mr. E vans’s c o m m it te e :  M r. Evans protested  against purchasing  
votes, and his com m ittee  m et for the purpose o f  w aiting  upon him ; 1 was one  
o f  that deputation  to tell him he w ould lose his e lec tion  without, and he said,  
“ V ery  well,  then, I will lose it. I am obliged  to yo u  g en tlem en , for your  
“ serv ices  as a co m m itte e ;  but i f  I am  not to have  them  w ith o u t  m aking  an 
“ im proper use o f  m y m oney, I  m ust d ec lin e  the ir  serv ices;  I will not consent  
“  to a  s ingle shilling being sp en t  for the purchase o f  a vote, but the ordinary  
“ ex p en ses  o f  out-voters m ust be paid .”  A t  that e lection  the voters w ere  
paid b y -------------- and his com m ittee .

2155. Y ou k now  th at th ey  w ere  paid ?— I do.
2171. Are those d istr ict agen ts  generally  professional m e n ? — N e v er .
2172. H a v e  you  e v e r  a cted  as a d istr ict agen t ?— Y es, in 1832.
2205. T h e  parties w ho  r e ce iv e  the t ick ets  w h ich  p rocure the treating  are 

generally freem en ?— Yes.
2200. Are a n y  o f  them 10/. householders ?— N o  ; I  should say that the 10/. 

householders, w ith  very  fe w  ex cep tio n s ,  are not cap ab le  o f  being bribed.
21G4-. D o  both parties pay alike, or is there a com petition between two ca n ­

didates standing tor the borough?— A  prom ise is made o f  a larger sum during  
the canvass than is generally paid, but the variation o f  price is on the second  
morning ; there are a great number o f  the voters, after the state ot the poll on 
the first evening is known, come into the market to know who will g ive them  
the most.
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2165. H a v e  those p ersons  prev iously  received  t icke ts  ?— Yes, they  have been  
feasting  all the  t im e ; i f  they have been  l iv ing  on th e  cand ida te  for a week, they  
do not consider them selves u n d er  an obligation to vote for him  ; they  have their  
ba rga in  to m ak e  afterwards as to money.

2166. T h e y  have  th e ir  bargain  to m ak e  as to the po ll ing  m oney ?— Yes.
21C7. T h e n  the polling  money is n o t  a fixed s u m ? — N o.
2168. W ith  w hat descrip tion  of persons do they  m ak e  th a t  b a r g a in ? — W ith  

one of the d is tr ic t  ag en ts  ; the com m ittee  ap p o in t  d is tr ic t  agents.
2169. Is  it  upon the faith  o f  the  assu rance  of those  d is tr ic t  agents  th a t  they 

give th e ir  vote ?— U nquestionably.
2170. T h ey  af te rw ards receive a t icke t  which they  change  for m o n e y ? — Yes, 

af te r  they have voted they  ex h ib i t  th e i r  ticket. ; the lis t  ir, then  looked to, to see 
w h e th e r  they  have polled  for the p a r ty ,  a n d  th en  they receive th e ir  money.

2173. W h a t  are  the in s truc t ions  g iven to the pub lic-houses abou t the  
recep tion  of those persons  who cam e with the t icke ts  ?— T h e  houses a re  opened 
by ind iv iduals  o f  the  party .

2174. By d is t r ic t  agen ts  also ?— Yes, by  d is tr ic t  agen ts  also ; they are opened 
first u n d e r  the p re te x t  of finding accom m odation for the  ou t-voters .

2175. I s  th a t  a t  iin early  per iod  of the canvass  before the  election ?— Yes.
2176. I s  the  land lo rd  in s t ru c ted  to give m ea t  and  d r in k  to any person  

b r in g in g  those t icke ts  ?— W h e n  the houses a re  opened  th e re  is one of the  agents  
o r  d is tr ic t  m anagers  has  the super in tendence  o f  th a t  house from th e  com - 
m it t te e  ; one of the com m ittee  generally  visits th a t  house every  even ing  to take  
the  cha ir  an d  d r in k  the health  of th e ir  fr iends ; it  is u n d e r  the d irec tion  of the 
com m ittee  ag en t,  who allows voters  to tak e  there  w hat they  please.

2177. Does he  m ak e  a barga in  with  the  in k eep e r?— No, 1 th in k  not.
2178. W h o  m akes  the barga in  with the in n k e e p e r? — I do not th in k  there  is 

any  barga in  with him.
2179. T h e  in n k eep e r  p rov ides  the m ea t  and  d r in k ,  and  tru s ts  to the  com m ittee  ? 

— Yes.
2180. T h a t  m oney is n ev e r  paid  probably  till the 14 days is ex p ired  ?— 1T here  

were several applica tions m ade by in n k eep e rs ,  an d  they w ere  told none o f  the 
bills could be paid  till a ce r ta in  t im e , th a t  was un t i l  the re jection  of the p e t i t io n  : 
they have been paid  in p a r t  since, I  believe.

2181. A t  the elec tions with which you have been  conversant,  was th e  same 
p ractice  p u rsu e d  ?— In 1826 the expense  was so enorm ous they did n o t  get 
money enough  to pay  th em  for several y ea rs ;  they sp en t  ab o u t  60,000/. on that  
occasion.

2182. I s  th a t  w ith in  yo u r  k n o w led g e?— Yes. (pp. 120, 121, 122, 123.)

M r.  J a m e s  F l o r a n c e .

693. W h a t  is the  n u m b er  of vo ters  a t  H a rw ich  ?— A bout 220 recorded  voters.
694. H ow  m any  o f  those have ac tually  g iven th e ir  votes a t  any  election since 

the passing  of the  Reform  Bill ?— T h e la rges t  num ber,  1 th ink ,  was 198 a t  one 
election ; a t  the  la s t  e lection  160, as n ea r ly  as I  rem em ber.

695. I s  the n u m b er  of voters , in  y o u r  opinion, so small, th a t  you believe the 
whole body of voters are  w ith in  the  reach  of the p u rse  o f  the candida tes ,  if  they 
chose to exercise bribery  ?— N o. T h e re  a re  m any persons of sucli thorough 
respectab ility  in th a t  small constituency, th a t  they a re  not the subject of b ribery  ; 
b u t  th e re  is an  infer ior  p a r ty  quite sufficient to tu rn  the scale a t  an  election, 
who a re  unquestionably  open to bribery . I know  abou t 20 or 25 of the  lowest 
class of voters, who always wait un ti l  the second day of th e  election ; and  my 
own be lie f  is th a t  they  receive considerable sum s to give th e i r  votes, and  they 
can  m ake  e i th e r  scale p rep o n d era te ,  (p. 42.)

M r.  J o s e p h  P a r k e s .

1593. Y o u  have been engaged a good deal in e lec tioneering  affa irs?— I have.
1594. As well in elections as in conduc ting  cases on pe t i t ions  before C om ­

m ittees  ?— 1 have.
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1595. A n d  also in  conducting p ro secu t io n s  for b r ibery?— I have. I will 
s ta te  to  th e  C on im itteee  w h e re  locally  I have  ac ted  ; I  have  been  em ployed  in 
C ornw all  12 or 13 yea rs  since, a n d  h a d  th e  ac tive  m a n a g e m e n t  as  the  c le rk  on 
th e  C am elford  C o m m ittee  o f  Inq u iry ,  which was a v e ry  no ted  case ; I was an 
ag en t  for M r.  E v a n s  a t  L eices ter ,  in  the  n o te d  co n tes t  of 1826, an d  I was a 
p r inc ipa l a g e n t  o f  M r.  S pooner  a t  Stafford, in  th e  co n te s t  w ith  M r .  B eaum on t 
in  1827 ; I  have  been  a t  two C o v en try  co n tes ted  elections, in  the  borough of 
W arw ick ,  an d  I have  ac ted  in  the  co u n ties  o f  W o rces te r ,  W arw ick ,  a n d  Stafford ; 
also u n d e r  the  old system  as a so lic ito r  in  B irm in g h am , I have  been  engaged 
freq u en t ly  in  finding o u t  an d  sen d in g  cons iderab le  n u m b e rs  o f  n o n -re s id en t  
freem en , who, in  a la rg e  town l ik e  B irm in g h am , b e lo n g  to L iv erp o o l ,  B ris to l,  
N orw ich , W o rc e s te r ,  a n d  o th e r  to w n s ;  I was co n ce rn ed  for th e  L iverpool 
D is fra n ch isem en t  B ill a n d  th e  W a rw ic k  B i l l ;  I a lso  co n d u c ted  M r.  T e n n y s o n ’s 
co n tes ts  a t  S tam ford ,  an d  the  s u b s e q u e n t  co n te s t  by M r.  G re g o ry  ; I h av e  now 
som e p ec u lia r  cases from  Y o rk  an d  L eicester .

1.596. C an  you give th e  C o m m ittee  an y  s ta te m e n t  o f  the  m odes o f  b r ib ery  
which you  have  observed  p ra c t ise d  a t  any  o f  those  e lec tions ?— 1 have  seen 
v a r io u s  m odes  o f  b r ibe ry  in p rac t ice ,  w hich  I m ig h t  c lass as d irec t  b r ib e ry  in 
sm all consti tuencies ,  a n d  also b r ib e ry  in  la rg e r  cons t i tuenc ies .  T h e  close c o r ­
p o ra t io n  sys tem  in  C ornw all  was qu ite  a d is t in c t  b r ibe ry ,  a n d  was co n d u c ted  by 
th e  ag en ts  o f  th e  can d id a te s  a n d  vo ters ,  b u t  t h a t  1 n eed  n o t  t roub le  the 
C o m m ittee  abou t,  because  in  p o in t  o f  fact sm all  co rp o ra t io n s  a re  in  Schedu le  
(A .)  su ch  as C am elford , w here  th e re  w ere  b u t  25 votes. A  d ep u ta t io n  o f  
e lec to rs  g en e ra l ly  m ad e  an  a r r a n g e m e n t  for a  ce r ta in  su m  o f  m oney, w hich  was 
divided, g ene ra l ly ,  in  equal p ro p o r t io n s  a m o n g  th e  co rpora to rs .

1597. D oes an y  s im ila r  d is t inc tion  ex is t  in th e  sys tem  of b r ib e ry  p u rs u e d  by 
the  sm a lle r  co n s t i tu en c ies  now ex tan t ,  such  as S tam ford ,  which is sm all as  
co m p ared  with C o v en try  an d  L e ic e s te r  ?— I co n s id e r  th a t  a lm o s t  every  p lace  has 
a sys tem  o f  co r ru p t io n  p ecu lia r  to itself, w here  th e  sam e end  is o b ta ined ,  an d  the 
sam e sys tem  o f  c o r ru p t  p ra c t ic e s  p revail ,  b u t  in  d iffe ren t m odes  ; I have  seen 
m an y  g en t lem en  openly  p ay  dow n ag reed  sum s, an d  before th e  poll,  an d  1 have  
been p rivy ,  th a t  is , 1 have  had  a  p e rso n a l  know ledge  : g en e ra l ly  sp ea k in g ,  the  
b r ib e ry  is c o n tra c ted  to be done a f te r  the  ex p i ra t io n  o f  th e  p e r io d  for p e t i t io n in g  ; 
I am  now confin ing  m y o bserva tions  to d i re c t  m o n ey  b r ibery ,  b u t  w hich  of 
course  I do n o t  co n s id e r  to  be th e  on ly  spec ies  o f  b r ib e ry  ; m o n e y ’s w orth  is 
equally  bribery . T h e  m ost  open  sys tem  I have  ev e r  p erso n a l ly  k n o w n  p ra c t ise d  
is in  Stafford, a n d  w h e re  th ey  have  a  very  p e c u l ia r  sys tem  oí' voting, w h ich  I 
will ex p la in  to th e  C om m ittee ,  because  it  invo lves  th e i r  system  of bribery . T h e  
freem en  th e re  vo te  by th e  a lp h ab e t  o f  th e i r  su rn a m e s  ; th e  consequence  is, in  a 
close ru n  elec tion , the  p e rso n s  w ho r e p r e s e n t  th e  low er n am es  in  the  a lp h ab e t ,  
below M  p a r t ic u la r ly ,  ex ac t  v e ry  m u ch  la rg e r  sum s th a n  th e  e lec to rs  o f  the 
ea r l ie r  le t te r s  in  th e  a lp h ab e t  ; an d  I h av e  been  p r e s e n t  w hen  v e ry  r e m a rk a b le  
a r ra n g e m e n ts  w ere  m ade.

1598. A la te  le t te r  is co n s id ered  a lu ck y  th in g  a t  S tafford  ?— I t  is considered  
a g re a t  r isk ,  because  th e  e lec to rs ’ g a in  v e ry  m u ch  d ep e n d s  u p o n  th e  po ll ;  ab o u t  
th e  m id d le  o f  the  a lp h ab e t  a  m an  m ay  g e t  l i t t le  o r  n o th in g  for h is  vo te ; one  la te r  
has  th e  ch an ce  of g e t t in g  a la rg e r  b r ibe .  I do  n o t  t h in k  th e  sh rew d  m en  in  
Stafford l ik e  to be low down in  th e  a lp h ab e t ,  b u t  i t  is th e  p o p u la r  no tion  in  
Stafford th a t  th ey  g e t  m ore  by be in g  la te r  in  th e  a lp h ab e t .  T h e  sys tem  o f  b r ibery  
at Stafford is r a th e r  a l te red  a t  p re s e n t  from  w h a t  it  was 30 yea rs  since. T h e re  
ex is ted ,  I  was in fo rm ed  by old freem en , a v ery  s in g u la r  c lub  in  Stafford, which 
they  k e p t  to  a m ax im u m  n u m b e r ,  o r  r a th e r ,  to  a m in im u m  n u m b er ,  sufficient to 
ca r ry  the  elec tion , an d  th ey  sh a red  th e  m o n ey  w hich  th e  can d id a tes  b ro u g h t  ; 
a n d  i t  is singular t h a t  the c lub h a d  a tai l  to it, th a t  is, a class o f  vo ters  who d id  
n o t  belong to th e  society , b u t  who w ere  can d id a te s  to g e t  in , in  case o f  vacancy, 
b y  d ea th  or otherw ise  ; th e  ta i l  f req u en t ly  vo ted  w ithou t m oney  b r ib es  two o r  
th re e  elections, for th e  chance  o f  g e t t in g  in to  th e  club . T h e  c lub always 
m a in ta in ed  a sufficient m ajo ri ty ,  b u t  n o t  m o re  th an  sufficient, in o rd e r  th a t  
th e  p lu n d e r  m ig h t  n o t  be too m u ch  subd iv ided .  B u t  the  club  has  been  long  
b ro k e n  up . I have seen  in Stafford an  open  t re a ty  in  o u r  room  by a very  
considerable n u m b e r  o f  the  le ad in g  m as te rs  o f  the borough , who came to  make
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bargains  far the m en, consis t ing  of the  first shoem akers  in  Stafford, m en o f 
sonie opulence, who have been the  b arg a in ers  for the  p rice  to be pa id  to the 
m en ; and  I  h ave  seen the  p rice  of a boot r ise  from  51. u p  to 11/. d u rin g  the p ro ­
gress  o f  the poll with two candida tes ,  one ra is ing  the p r ice  above the  o th e r ;  and  
I have seen an  instance of one of o u r  own co m m ittee -m en  po ll ing  aga ins t  us 
u n d e r  a bribe ,  af te r  lie had  sa t  w ith  us th ree  weeks. O n  ou r  canvassing  a r ra n g e ­
m en ts  I have seen the  bank  notes p a id  to the m as te rs  for the m en, w here  the 
m as te rs  were active e lec tioneerers  on  a ce rta in  side, a n d  they m ade th e  bargain  
an d  took the  m oney for the  m en , g iv ing  i t  to the m en af te r  they had  polled, and  on
th a t  occasion th e  agen ts  of the  losing cand ida te ,  M r.  --------------, s p e n t  upw ards
of 0,000/. in t rea t in g ,  b ribery  a n d  c o r ru p t  practices. I c a n n o t  s ta te  th a t  I have
a personal co rrec t  know ledge of the sum  s p e n t  by M r. -------------- , b u t  I should
th in k  M r . -------------- m u s t  h av e  sp en t  from  12,0007. to 14,000/. in  the town ; and
for w eeks d u r in g  ou r  ex p e n d itu re  (as  we originally  con tended  with an o th e r  can ­
d ida te) ,  a n d  d u r in g  the days of the  polling, the m ost  b ru ta l  d ru n k en n ess  
p revailed  th ro u g h o u t  the town am ong  the lower classes. W i th  the  la s t  election 
for Stafford I am  not a t  all conversan t.

1599. W h e n  was the  las t  election for Stafford you were cogn izan t o f ? — the 
election on the dea th  of M r.  I rem o n g er ,  af te r  the  election o f  1S26. T h e  p r inc ipa l  
direct* m oney b ribery  T have seen  in  th e  p ay m en t o f  money, has re la ted  principa lly  
to f r eem en ;  an d  w ha t  I am  cognizant of from a r ran g e m e n ts  in o th er  towns, and  
know n practically ,  has  been the system  of b r ibery  by some cus tom ary  g iven sum  
paid  th e  freem en ; these  sum s vary  : a very  low sum  is pa id  a t  L eices ter ,  but 
which is so influential, th a t  if  n o t  pa id  to o n e -s ix th  or one -fifth of th e  const i tuency  
they will n o t  vote for a candidate .

1000. How is the a r ran g e m e n t  m a d e ? — I t  is generally  by h o n ora ry  en g ag e­
m en t w ith  the  agents.

1001. W h a t  is the s u m ? — I n  L eices ter  I  th in k  i t  v ar ies  from 1 /. t o 2/. ; in 
Y o rk  the sum  is no torious to election ag en ts  ; for a p lu m p e r  21., an d  for a single 
vote 1/. in cash ;  an d  in  H u l l  th e re  is a  d i rec t  m oney  pay m en t  to them.

1002. H a s  that  been  since the pass ing  of the Reform  B il l?— Yes.
1003. W i th  th a t  descrip tion  of persons  a re  those  h o n ora ry  a r ran g em en ts  

m a d e ? —-In p o in t  of fact th ey  a re  always m ade, I should  say, with, o r  ind irec tly  
th rough , the p r inc ipa l  ag en t  for the  cand ida te ,  the  g en tlem an  m ost in  h is  confi­
dence in  re g a rd  to the m oney a r ran g e m e n ts  ; though  he is n o t  th e  m echanical 
p e rp e t ra to r  of the  bribery , he  is affected with a com plete  know ledge o f  i t ;  for 
exam ple , in  the case of Stafford, w hich  I a t tended ,  of course I had  too m uch 
good sense to pay an y  single  perso n  myself. M r.  Ing leby , a  m ost respec tab le  
solicitor of B irm in g h am , the  p r inc ipa l  agen t  w ith  me, be ing  m y sen io r ,  we bo th  of 
us  detested  the  system , b u t  certa in ly  we were all cogn izan t o f  the a r ran g em en ts  
m ade, an d  I should  say we were so far im plicated, th a t  th ough  we did not know  
exactly  how it was pa id ,  or by whom th e  m oney was d raw n  from our resources 
for do ing  it, we h ad  a know ledge therefore , though  p ar tic ip a tio n  in  the offence 
could n o t  be traced  hom e to us.

160 k  W h o  were the  m echanical  a g e n ts ? — I n  the case o f  Stafford I can  s ta te  
now how it  was done ; we took  a very respec tab le  in n k eep e r  of L ondon, who was 
in ou r  confidence, who lived a t  an o th e r  inn, and  th ro u g h  whom all the b an k  notes 
passed , and  i t  was m an ag ed  with ce r ta in  p a r tie s  from  an o th e r  confidentia l 
s t ran g e r  who w ould  tak e  the money and  dole i t  ou t to the m asters. T h e  m oney 
I frequen tly  saw pa id  to the  m asters .  T h a t  ind iv idual was sen t  ou t o f  the way, 
the  London*innkeeper I  m ean , p en d in g  the chance o f  a pe t i t ion  ; indeed  I  have 
know n in  m y own personal know ledge an d  p ractice, several ind iv iduals  sen t  to 
F r a n c e ;  I have know n a c lergym an in a C orn ish  borough sen t  to F ra n c e  ; and 
ou t  of the  way m any  weeks ; I have know n a  very  respectab le  m erc h an t  in 
L ondon, who m anaged  a  Cornish  borough, sen t  o u t  of the  way to avoid the 
service of sum m ons,  an d ,  as  a  clerk , I have gone backw ards an d  forwards to 
h im  d u r in g  the whole investigation  of the  committee.

160-5. I n  those h o n ora ry  engagem ents,  who are th e  m echanical agents ,  as you 
have  expressed  yo u rse lf?— T h e  m echanical agents a re  two o r  th ree  confidential 
persons, generally  s trange rs  to the electors, b rough t  down to pay  the money ; 
I  should say  th a t  all the different sections of the  bribed  in  the town have some
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leading agent or active e lectioneered on whose word they can rely, and who is 
put in communication with the starnger.

1606. T h ey  look to a pe rso n  upon  w hose a s su ra n c e  th ey  re ly  ?— I could  n am e  
ind iv idua ls  in  five o r  s ix  tow ns, b u t  I do n o t  th in k  it would be r igh t ,  in whom  the 
clubs h ad  confidence, an d  i f  he g ives  th em  h is  w ord th a t  he has secu red  th e i r  
in te re s t ,  they  vote, an d  i f  i t  is n o t  g iven ,  it  is a  hazard o u s  co n tes ted  election.

1607. Do they  receive  a  so r t  o f  a s su ra n ce  from h im  th a t  all will be r ig h t ,  or 
words to th a t  effect ?— Y es, th a t  is the  c o n te x t  o f  th e  u n d e rs ta n d in g .  T h e r e  is 
a n o th e r  d esc r ip tio n  o f  d i rec t  m oney  b r ibery  in m y  view, in  re la t io n  to th e  
freem en , ve ry  im p o r ta n t  to s ta te ,  an d  th a t  is , the  h a b i t  o f  p ay in g  for th e i r  
adm ission  ; th a t  o f  course  is  now lim ited  to the  t im e o f  t a k in g  u p  th e i r  a d m is ­
sion u n d e r  the  R eform  A ct,  b u t  i t  s ti ll  co n t in u es  p rev io u s  to th e  re g is t ra t io n  ; 
a n d  it is no to rious  th a t  th e  ac tive  ag en ts  o f  p a r t ic u la r  local p a r t ie s  o f  the  town, 
o r  o f  p a r t ic u la r  cand ida tes ,  are  in  the  hab it  o f  reg u la r ly  p a y in g  adm iss ion  m oney 
to the town c le rk s ,  which 1 co n s id e r  a d irec t  m oney  b r ibe ry ,  for th is  reason ,  th a t  
i t  is in m y  own persona l  know ledge  if  one  ca n d id a te  will n o t  do i t  to secu re  th e i r  
fu tu re  votes by p ay in g  for th e i r  freedom , they  will go  over  to the  o th e r  side  who 
will do it. T h e  th ird  class o f  m o n ey  b ribery ,  the  m ost  ex ten s iv e ly  ca r r ie d  on, 
is the  pavm er .t  o f  ra te s ,  a n d  th a t  is the on ly  d e p a r tm e n t  o f  b r ib e ry  th a t  I can  say 
I have  been  m echan ica lly  engaged  in ; in d eed  we have  always h ad  g r e a t  d o u b t  
how  far  i t  was i l lega l ;  it  has by m ost  com m ittees  been  held  to be legal, b u t  it  is 
a  conflic ting  d o c tr in e  : we n e v e r  co n s id ered  th a t  we w ere  d o in g  ac ts  o f  bribery .
i n  the town o f -------------- I have  k n o w n  the  ag e n ts  t a k 2 from  th e  b an k ,  o r  from
th e  ca n d id a te ’s p u rse ,  m o n ey  to  pay  up  ra tes .

1608 . --------------- is a sco t  an d  lo t  b o ro u g h ? — Y e s ;  I have  also done th e
sam e in S tam ford ,  a n d  have  o rd e red  i t  to  be d one ,  a n d  p a id  for i t  for two c a n ­
didates .

1609. S tam ford  is a  sco t a n d  lo t borough  also ?— Y es  ; no  freem en.
1610. A m o n g s t  w hat class o f  perso n s  were those  p a y m e n ts  chiefly m ad e  ?—  

F o r  the m ost  p a r t  th e  need y  sco t a n d  lo t te rs ,  a n d  so m etim es  in in s tan ces  th a t  
w ould  su rp r ise  the  C o m m ittee  ; p e rso n s  who o u g h t  n o t  to  receive  such  a  b ribe  
from  th e  can d id a te s  have  h ad  th e i r  ra te s  p a id  up.

1611. A n y  10/. h o u s e h o ld e r s ? — I c a n n n o t  s ta te  t h a t  i t  does affect th e  10/. 
h o u seh o ld e rs ;  I h av e  kn o w n  a  10/. ho u seh o ld er  a p a u p e r ,  b u t  on ly  as a s in g u la r  
exception .

1612. H a v e  an y  app lica tions  b een  m ad e  as to the  p a u p e rs  to p ay  the  ra te  ?—  
C o n s tan t ly  m ade , an d  p a r t ic u la ry  by the  wives ; in d eed  Ï m ig h t  say th a t  they, 
p e rh a p s ,  for the  p o o r  v o te rs ,  tak e  a lm o s t  a  m ore  ac tive  m a n a g e m e n t  of e lection  
concerns , as  to the  m oney, th a n  the  m en . A ll  a g e n ts  ( t h e  firs t s tep  in  a  scot 
a n d  lo t bo rough) asce r ta in  th e  n o n -p a y m e n t  o f  ra te s ,  a n d  in  m an y  in s tan ce s  we 
go  an d  pay  for p e rso n s  w hom  we know  to be in  o u r  own in te re s t ,  an d  u n k n o w n  
to th em , an d  for those  w ho m ay  be o u t  o f  th e  town, in  o rd e r  to secu re  th e ir  votes.

1613. I n  th a t  case i t  is bond fide  a loan  ?— I t  is, som etim es  ; th en ,  to ca r ry  o u t  
th is  p a r t  o f  the subject,  I shou ld  s ta te  t h a t  th e re  is a n  ex ten s iv e  p a y m e n t  now in 
coun ties  of th e  sh il ling  fo r  v o te rs  ; in d eed  I h av e  g one  w ith  m y f r iends  an d  
re g is te red  150 at a  t ime, p ay in g  all th e  sh il lings  myself.

1G14. D o  th ey  re fuse  to vo te , u n less  the  sh i l l in g  is p a id  for th em  ?— I  c a n n o t  
ex ac t ly  say th a t  th ey  have  m ad e  i t  a  m oney  b a rg a in ,  b u t  th ey  ob jec t  very  m uch to 
th e  sh i l l in g ;  th ey  th in k  i t  an  im posit ion  an d  invas ion  o f  th e  r ig h t  they  o u g h t  to 
have  w ith o u t  p ay m en t  o f  a  sh i l l in g ;  but, from  th e i r  n eg lec t  to p ay  i t ,  a n d  the  
condition  of some, we a re  in the h a b i t  o f  p ay in g  for m any.

1615. D o  you m ean  to say  th a t  the sh i l ling  o p e ra te s  as a  b r ib e ? — Y e s ;  I 
should  say i t  f requen tly  did, in a  l im ited  deg ree ,  i n  m an y  in s tan ce s  ; I  have been  
well aw are of a  n u m b e r  o f  p e rso n s  so poor,  t h a t  th ey  could  n o t  co n v en ien tly  p ay  
th a t  sh il ling  for the p u rp o se  o f  o b ta in in g  th e i r  vo te  ; an d  I can  s ta te  a cu r ious  fact 
as to the northern div is ion  of W a rw ick sh ire ,  th e  o th e r  day, w here  the sh i l ling  
p ay m en t  o p era ted  very co n s iderab ly  in the d iv is ion , n e a r  C oven try ,  in  which th e re  
l ived  a  number of p oore r  w eavers. T h e  C o n se rv a tiv e  ag e n t  reg is te red  80 or 90 
votes ,  who lived  in  a d is tr ic t  p a r t ic u la r ly  favourable  to the l ibera l c a n d id a te s ;  
w hen our canvassers  w ent to canvass  the new  vo ters  p u t  on  the la s t  year,  they  
found a very  honourab le  feeling am o n g  th em  ; th ey  would not p rom ise  us the ir

c
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votes from the o th er  p a r ty  un ti l  we had repa id  the sh il ling  to the a g e n t ;  I au tho ­
rized a person  to rep ay  the  money, four or five pounds, and  I believe he  d id ;  
they sp l i t  for the m ost opposite candida tes ,  the  m ost  T ory  an d  the  m ost Radical 
one, and  I believe they all p rom ised  to vote exclusively for the  R eform ers  a t the 
n e x t  election, and  I  really  believe i t  was a  very hones t  feeling th a t  they owed 
th e i r  votes to the T ory  ag en t  who h a d  reg is te red  them , and from a  feeling of 
g ra ti tude .  B eing  an im p o r tan t  num ber,  we h ad  a good deal to do w ith  th e m ,  
an d  t rea ted  them  accordingly.

1616. Y ou have given evidence as to system atic  p ay m en t o f  money ; h av e  you 
an y  experience  of bribery  ca rr ied  on by  m ore  casual p ay m en ts  go ing  on d u r in g  
th e  poll ?— 1 should  say  th a t  a considerab le  degree  of b ribery  exists  in loans of 
m oney, p a r t  of which are m e a n t  to be repa id ,  an d  p a r t  n ev e r  are. I have seen a 
no te-case  of such vouchers, and  i t  is a very  o rd inary  p ractice  to avoid the a p p e a r ­
ance  of bribery , va ry ing  from  10s., on b its  of p ape r ,  u p  to 51. an d  10/. an d  '201. 
I t  is a very  com m on p rac t ice  to p ay  ren t,  because in  m any  ins tances  a land lo rd  
m ay be a m an  of opposite  politics, and  th rea ten in g  his ten an t ,  th e  vo ter  goes to 
th e  p a r ty  he adheres  to, c la im ing  assistance to pay  h is  ren t .  I  th in k  th e re  is 
a n o th e r  considerable class of b r ibery ,  in m oney’s w orth , p rom is ing  p rem ises  to

Íiersons w hen vacant,  an d  p ro m is in g  s ituations, an d  prom is ing  accom m odation 
and  to them . I have  know n nu m ero u s  instances  where accom m odation land , in 

the  ne ighbourhood  of towns, is the  m ost  influential consideration  which can  be 
p re sen ted  to electors.

1617. E m p lo y m e n t? — Yes, an d  em ploym ent.  I n  some towns the  t re a t in g  
really  am oun ts  to bribery  ; the  access to a public-house for weeks, to r  the sav ing  
th e i r  own m oney, an d  g e t t in g  tw ice as much sp ir i ts  and fe rm ented  liquors as they 
a re  accustom ed to, is in po in t  of fact a gift of m oney and  m ater ia l  influence.

1618. A re  those loans of m oney and  p ay m en ts  o f  ren ts ,  an d  p rom ises  o f  p r e ­
mises, and  so forth , effected p r inc ipa lly  th ro u g h  the agency o f  the ind iv iduals  
connected  as p ar t isan s  with the cand ida tes ,  an d  n o t  as  recognised agents  ? I 
should  say th a t  the  la t te r ,  viz. g ran ts  of p rem ises ,  are  effected very  m uch indeed 
am o n g  the  active p a r t is an s  and  com m ittee-m en  ; b u t  a  g re a t  n u m b er  of a r ran g e ­
m en ts  connected  w ith  such b ribes  come th ro u g h  th e  agen t,  are  m ade  d irec tly  
th ro u g h  the agen ts ,  who know  the ind iv idual connected  with the  p a r ty  m ost 
likely  to induce the  voter,  by prom ise, to vote. T h e  C om m ittee  a re  probably  
aw are th a t  in m an y  towns there  a re  p a r t ic u la r  gifts of m o n ey ’s w orth , p igs  p a r t i ­
cu la r ly ;  the evidence on the  C orpora tion  Com m ission shows, in  one p ar ticu la r  
town, a p ig  is usually  a n  additional b ribe  with  money.

1619. I t  is n o t  a can t  ph rase  for the p rice  of a p ig ? — N o. Some towns are 
happ ily  free from bribery , un ti l ,  l ik e  a ro t ,  i t  once begins, an d  then  I have never 
know n i t  leave a  town ; in  Coventry , w here  the re  are  the m ost  co r ru p t  practices, 
i t  has n ev e r  been  in m y know ledge th a t  e i th e r  p a r ty  has  g iven money ; I  dare  
say  there  m ay have been instances  w ithout m y knowledge, ye t  I doub t the degree, 
though  i t  is a co r ru p t  town in re sp ec t  of elections.

1620. I Iow  do you m ean  c o r ru p t? — T h ere  is the  m ost  system atic  t rea t in g  I 
have  ever know n prevail there ,  and  the best m anaged. I t  has  n ev e r  been  b rough t  
hom e to any  candida te,  though th e re  have been  m any election petitions.

1621. H a v e  the goodness to describe i t ? — T h e  t rea t in g  has  long  gone in  C o­
v en try  by the nam e of “ h o t  su p p e rs  an d  h o t  b reak fasts ,” an d  th e re  is a p ecu ­
l ia r  election beverage in C oventry , w ithou t which num bers  of freem en h an g  back 
and  are unw illing  to vote, i t  is called “ b u t te r ’d  ale.” T h e  public-houses are  
open  on both sides ; the  p a r tie s  a re  kn o w n  as th e  Sky-b lue  and  the D a rk -b lu e ,  
o r corporation  an d  an ti-co rp ra t ion  p ar ty ,  an d  both  par tie s  equally t r e a t ;  th e re  is 
a series of pub lic -houses opened, an d  I should  consider, as far as regards  that,  
the  in n k eep e rs  are th u s  subjected to a very d irec t  b ribery , and for th is  reason, in  
all towns I have know n, in  S tam ford and W arw ick , and  L eicester  and  Stafford, 
the  in n k eep e r  comes to the com m ittee room and m akes  a m ost  d irec t  bargain , 
“  I f  you do not open m y house, I will n o t  vote for you.  ̂ T he profit  they  get 
by the t re a t in g  of a p a r t ic u la r  candidate, is a  m ost d irec t  bribe to the in n k eep e rs ;  
as  a proof, 1 have know n one in n k eep e r  change sides in  Stamford, for the pui pose 
o f  ge t t ing  a b e t te r  t re a t in g  cand ida te ,  and  change his votes.

1622. H ow  long  before the  election does the  t re a t in g  beg in  ?— I t  does n o t
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b eg in  long- before, b u t  it  is c a r r ie d  on u p  to th e  very  d ay  o f  th e  poll, a f te r  the  
tes te  o f  the  w rit.

1623. A re  you o f  op in ion  the  in k eep e rs  ca r ry  n inny votes a lo n g  with th em  - 
N o , I do n o t  th in k  th a t  they  do ; 1 th in k  t h a t  the  i n n k e e p e r  is m ore  often  u n d e r  
th e  pow er o f  c e r ta in  p a r tie s  who f req u en t  his house  ; he is no t g en e ra l ly  a m an  
o f  much influence ; in d eed  I know  a  very  re m a rk a b le  in s tan ce  to the  c o n tra ry  : 
in  the las t  e lection a t  B irm in g h am , w here  the  in n k e e p e r s  a n d  b ee rsh o p -k ee p e rs  
were m uch incensed  ag a in s t  the  p o p u la r  cand ida tes ,  Mr. A t tw o o d a n d  M r. Schole-  
f ie ld ,an d  w here  they  th re a te n e d  to oppose tb em  for vo tes  on the  sub jec t  o f  the 
B eer  Bill, an d  by  which a g r e a t  h u b b u b  was c rea ted  in the  town, the  n o n -e lec to rs  
f req u en t in g  th e i r  houses  p u t  o u t  a p u b l ic  ad v e r t i se m en t ,  ca ll in g  upon  th e  e lec ­
tors  an d  n o n -e lec to rs  to v is i t  th e  p u b lican s ,  an d  re m in d  th em  o f  th e i r  in te re s t ,  
an d  thus to coerce  th e i r  votes.

1624. W as th a t  effectual?— Y es, I u n d e r s ta n d  it was, a n d  th a t  the in n k eep e rs ,  
o r  m an y  p robably , voted  co n t ra ry  to th e i r  dec la red  in ten tions .

1625. T h e y  w ere  in t im id a ted  by th e i r  c u s to m e rs ? — Yes, a n d  I believe the 
C om m ittee ,  i f  they  in q u ire  as  to Stafford, m ay  lea rn  som e v e ry  p a r t ic u la r  c i rc u m ­
s tan ces  co n n ec ted  w ith  the  in n k e e p e rs  there .

1626. Y ou have s ta ted  th a t  th is  t re a t in g  a t  C o v en try  h a s  n e v e r  been  b ro u g h t  
h o m e  to a n y  o f  the cand ida tes ,  will you ex p la in  the  m ode in  w hich  i t  is k e p t  ou t 
o f  legal c o g n iz a n c e ? — I sp eak  only  w ith  the  know ledge  o f  o n e  s id e ;  I believe 
i t  is h a rd ly  possib le  to trace  th e  t re a t in g  sys tem  ; I shou ld  say  i t  is im possib le  to 
t ra c e  the  m oney  pa id  to th e  in n k e e p e rs  to an y  person  co n n ec ted  w ith  th e  election, 
o r  to an y  cand ida te ,  b u t  I shou ld  dec line  to  ex p la in  why, a n d  I do n o t  believe 
th e re  a re  above two or th re e  o f  th e  m ost  ac tive  ag en ts  in C o v en try  who a re  a c ­
q u a in te d  w ith  th e  m o d e ;  I am  su re  the  m ajo ri ty  o f  th e  C o m m ittee  a re  not.

1627. B u t  the  th in g  is no to rio u s ly  done ,  a n d  has  n e v e r  y e t  b een  d e tec ted  ?—  
I t  has  not.

1628. T h o u g h  allega tions o f  t r e a t in g  have  been  c o n ta in e d  in the  p e t i t io n s  ?—■
I  c a n n o t  s p e a k  from  persona l  know ledge  o f  th e  a l lega tions  w ith o u t  r e fe r r in g  to 
th e  pe ti t ions ,  b u t  a lm ost every  r e tu r n  has  been  a t ta c k e d  on  p e t i t io n ,  a n d  of course  
th e  p a r ty  would have  p ro v ed  t rea t in g ,  i f  th ey  could  have  ava iled  them selves  o f  
th e  proof.

1629. W o u ld  i t  h av e  been  p ro b a b le  th a t  i f  the  one  side h ad  a t te m p te d  to b r in g  
ev idence  o f  t re a t in g  ag a in s t  the  o ther ,  th e  o th e r  side would have  re ta l ia te d  ?—  
P ro b ab ly  they  w'ould, a n d  I th in k  th e re  is a v e ry  h o n o u ra b le  feeling  in  som e towns, 
n o t  to avail them selves  in  th e i r  p e t i t io n s  o f  th e  c o r ru p t  p ra c t ice  in d u lg ed  in  by 
bo th  par tie s ,  an d  p a r t icu la r ly  as to th e  freem en . I know  we m ade a w r i t ten  
a r ra n g e m e n t  in  Stafford, th a t  we would d isco u rag e  an y  p e t i t io n  for b r ibery ,  an d  
n o  perso n  p ro m o tin g  a p e t i t io n  for b r ib e ry  could ev e r  a p p e a r  a t  a second  elec tion  
in  Stafford, w ith  the  leas t  possible  chance .  I m en t io n ed  to th e  C om m ittee ,  th a t  
p e c u l ia r  cus tom s p rev a il  in  p a r t ic u la r  tow ns ; som e tow ns a re  p a r t ic u la r ly  free 
from  ce r ta in  p rac t ices  o f  c o r ru p t io n ,  a n d  o th e r  tow ns from  o th e r  p ractices .  I 
n e v e r  h ea rd  in  m y  life o f  a  b r ib ed  v o te r  a t  W a rw ick ,  till the  e lection o f  1831, 
th ough  a n a t ive  o f  W arw ick ,  an d  p re s e n t  a t  m an y  elections, a n d  the  d em o ra l i ­
z in g  effect o f  it  was m ost  lam en tab le  w h en  once com m enced . 1 h e a rd  i t  in s in u ­
a ted  to have  ta k e n  place  in  1831, I am  n o t  su re  i t  was p ra c t ise d  th en ,  b u t  in 1832 
i t  w'as m o s t  open ly  p rac tised .

1630. E x te n s iv e ly ? — T h e  e x te n t  o f  i t  I  should  sny was l im ited  ; b u t  th e n  the  
C o m m ittee  sh o u ld  k n o w  th a t  the  p rev ious  r e tu r n  h ad  been  c a r r ie d  by only  16 o r  
17 votes.

1631. H a v e  you observed  a p e rcep t ib le  difference in the  m o ra l i ty  o f  th e  town 
s ince  th a t  p rac t ice  com m enced  ? - -V e r y  g re a t  indeed , from  b r ib e ry  an d  o th e r  
co r ru p t  ex p e n d itu re  o f  m oney, an d  also in th e  s ta te  o f  society. T h e  co n se ­
qu en ces  of these  profligate  co n tes ts  are ,  I  conceive, m ost  e x t re m e ly  lam en tab le  
an d  in ju r ious  to the  town ; 1 do n o t  sp ea k  w ith  re fe ren ce  to an y  p ar ty ,  b u t  I 
s p e a k  with re ference  to the  co n d u c t  of bo th  p a r tie s ,  n o t  in b r ibery ,  because  I 
firmly believe the liberal p a r ty  do n o t  bribe ,  b u t  as  to the  s ta te  o f  society  from  
p a r ty  feeling  and  o th e r  ex p e n d itu re .

1632. W ith  re ference  to th e  s ta te  o f  society  an d  the  mischief, can  you g ive 
deta ils  ?— I  should  say th a t  all p a r t ie s  in  W a rw ick ,  before th e  co n tes t  u n d e r  the
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Reform  Bill, l ived on very  amicable te rm s,  bo th  the h ig h e r  an d  the lower classes 
in  the town. I t  is scarcely cred ib le  w hat has subsequently  been the  effect ot 
p a r ty  sp ir i t  am ong  all classes of society, even betw een  g en tlem en  and  the  lower 
classes, and  th e  consequences have also been  m ost in jurious to shopkeepers .  T h e  
custom ers  extensively  t ransfe rred  the ir  custom , and  th e  tradesm en  com plain  th a t  
the wealthy landed p rop r ie to rs  an d  g en try  in  th e  neighbourhood have left them  
and  gone to o thers  ; to a ce rta in  ex te n t  1 should  th in k  both p a r tie s  have p ra c t i ­
cally re so rted  to very  exclusive dealing, and  all pa r tie s ,  m ore  or less, suffered in  
th e i r  custom. In d e e d  I know  th a t  no p ro m in en t  m em b er  of e i th e r  par ty ,  
generally  speaking , would have  now any dealings with  m en o f  opposite  par ty  
princip les  ; I  know th a t  in t im a te  personal friends, and  m en w ho used to m eet a t 
th e  sam e table, a re  now on  hostile term s, an d  th a t  they sp eak  one of an o th e r  in 
language exceedingly  disgraceful an d  very lam entable .

1633. D o  you  connect  th is  w ith the  in troduc tion  of d irec t  b r ibery  in  the  town ? 
— No, with  the  general  system , the  mode of conduc ting  elections, the  p a r ty  sp ir i t  
e n g en d ered  by the  system.

1634. D o  you conceive i t  to be consequen t on the in tro d u c tio n  of d irec t  
b r ib e ry ? — N o t  co n seq u en t  on  th e  in troduc tion  of b ribery  alone, b u t  re su lt ing  
from  the  whole system  of t rea t in g ,  an d  th e  election pe t i t ion  p re sen ted  to expose 
th e  co rrup tion ,  and  th e  legal proceedings afterwards institu ted .

1635. Y o u  have said th a t  before 1831 no b ribery  h ad  ever  been  p rac tised  in 
W arw ick ,  do you m ean  to  confine th a t  expression  to the  p ay m en t  of m oney ?—  
Yes.

1636. A  species of in d irec t  bribery  by loans  and  p ay m en t of r e n t  an d  ra tes,  
an d  p rom is ing  em ploym ent,  an d  so forth , you believe to  have  been  p rac t ised  to a 
c e r ta in  e x te n t? — N o, th e re  was only one contest,  to be called a contest, in W a r-  
wick p rev ious  to 1831, which was on  the  loss of the  Catholic R e l ie f  Bill, th e re  
wras a vacancy by the  dea th  of M r.  C harles  M ills  ; M r.  T om es was th en  a  cand i­
date ,  an d  a M r.  W y nn , a s t ran g e r ,  con tes ted  ag a in s t  M r.  Tom es, an d  m ade a 
very  m iserab le  poll ; t h a t  was the  co m m en cem en t of any  opposition  between th e  
two parties.  T h e re  had  prev iously  been a  so r t  of tac i t  u n d e rs ta n d in g  th a t  the 
re p resen ta t io n  was divided betw een L o rd  W arw ick ’s p a r ty  an d  the in d ep en d en t  
p a r ty ,  and  to show what litt le  im pression  political opinions h ad  w ith  the  co n ­
stituency, M r. Mills, who was the  rep resen ta tiv e  of the in d ep en d e n t  par ty ,  was 
as dec ided a  politic ian  as Sir C harles  G reville ; b u t  to secure the independence  
of the  town in one re tu rn ,  m any  T o ry  gen tlem en  who d id  n o t  ap p ro v e  of the r e ­
tu rn  of two M em bers  in  the  in te re s t  of L o rd  W arw ick ,  un ited  with the  W hig  
p a r ty  to secure one in d ep en d e n t  rep resen ta tiv e  a t  th a t  t im e ; th is  was ab o u t  20 
years  since, an d  the T o ry  influence in  the  in d ep en d en t  p a r ty  being the strongest,  
th ey  selected indiv iduals  o f  consonan t  politica l opinions, an d  M r. M ills being 
connected  with p ro p e r ty  in  the  town aud  neighbourhood, and  a  L ondon  b an k e r  
of very  h ig h  charac te r ,  was selected as the individual. W h e n  he  d ied  the  liberal 
p a r ty  h ad  increased  th e ir  num bers ,  and  then  they  selected a l iberal candida te  ; b u t  
I should  say  a g re a t  n u m b er  of the old T ory  par ty  p rom oted  M r. T o m e’s election 
too ; th en  on the  Reform  Bill the con tes t  began by  the re tu rn  on  the p a r t  of the 
l ibera l pa r ty  of two M em bers , to the  exclusion of S ir  C harles  Greville, an d  by a 
m ajority  of only abou t 16 or 20 .

1637. Y o u  say th a t  bribery  was n o t  p rac t ised  on  one side though  i t  was on the 
o ther,  do you confine your expression  of b r ibery  to the p ay m en t o f  money ?—  
E x c e p t  to the p ay m en t  of ra te s  ; bo th  sides paid  ra tes ,  b u t  I  have n ev e r  know n 
a n  ind iv idual o f  the liberal p a r ty  g ive a d irec t  money bribe otherw ise than  by p ay ­
in g  ra tes. I should how ever say th a t  a g rea t  deal of m ost im p ro p er  conduc t  p r e ­
vailed with th a t  p a r ty  by the a r ran g em en t  of m asters  as to em ploym ent,  and  so on. 
I have b een  cognizant of a n u m b er  of cases which I consider ex trem ely  corrupt.

1638. D o  the political pa r tisan s  on the liberal side pay  m o n ey ?— I should  say 
there  have been  loans an d  assistance and  a r ran g em en ts  for re n t ,  and  for the change 
of p rem ises  w hen th ey  were tu rn ed  out of th e ir  home by the  opposite  p ar ty ,  all of 
which were ex trem ely  im p ro p e r  modes of influencing voters.

1639. Offered for the purpose , and  understood  by the  person  to whom they  a re  
offered as  being for the purpose  of influencing his vote ?— M ost distinctly  so. 
(pp . 88— 93.)
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A l e x a n d e r  E d m u n d  C o c k b u r n , E s q .

3743. I t  is u n d ers to o d  th a t  you have  h a d  co n s id e rab le  p ra c t ice  before C o m ­
m itte e s  o f  the  H o u se  o f  C o m m o n s?— I h av e  had  som e p rac t ice .

3744. A n d  y o u  h av e  p u b l ish ed  R e p o r ts  o f  p ro ceed in g s  th a t  have  ta k e n  p lace  
before C o m m ittees  ?— I have  a t ten d e d  before a lm o s t  all C o m m it tees  w hich  have 
sa t  d u r in g  the  la s t  two o r  th re e  Sessions, w ith  th e  view o f  r e p o r t in g  the  cases 
th a t  cam e before th em . (p. 2 1 0 .)

3S03. I s  i t  y o u r  op in io n  th a t  the  p rac t ice  o f  b r ib e ry  h a s  in c reased  or d im in ­
ished  o f  la te  yea rs  ?— M y know ledge  o f  th e  p ro c eed in g s  an d  p rac t ice  o f  C o m ­
m ittee s  has  co m m en ced  w ith  th e  R efo rm  A c t ; b u t  from  th e  ex p e r ien ce  1 have  
h ad  before C om m ittees ,  a n d  from  seve ra l  cases which h av e  com e u n d e r  m y  own 
know ledge , w h ich  have  n o t  b een  b ro u g h t  before P a r l ia m e n t  in  consequence  of 
the  a n t ic ip a t io n  o f  th e  difficulty o f  proof, I am  conv inced  th a t  w h e th e r  i t  p ro ­
ceeds  from  th e  can d id a te s  o r  not, th e  p ra c t ice  o f  b r ib in g  goes  on to an  e x te n t  
o f  w hich  n e i th e r  the  pub lic  n o r  th e  leg is la tu re  have  an y  concep tion ,  (p . 217 .)

3766— 3759. Y o u  s ta te  th a t  th e  g re a t  difficulty in d e te c t in g  b r ib e ry  a r ise s  from 
th e  p re s e n t  s ta te  of th e  law o f  ev idence  ?— T h e  p r in c ip a l  difficulty, I  should  
th in k ,  a r ise s  from  th a t  cause. I w^ould say  t h a t ,  a s  the  law now  s tands ,  I can  
conceive  no  case, ex cep t  a case o f  ac tua l  in fa tu a tio n ,  in  which, i f  b r ib e ry  is 
to le rab ly  well m anaged , conv ic tion  w ould  be poss ib le ,  (p p .  2 1 3 — 212.)

T h ese  facts  o f  b r ib e ry  by sys tem , a re  a  re ad y  source  o f  p e r ju ry ,  an d  a d eep  blot 

u p o n  o u r  na t iona l  c h a rac te r .  N o r  do th ey  s ta n d  alone, b u t  a re  m ix ed  up , 

as  in th e  case o f  W a rw ick ,  Stafford, &c., g iven  in  ev idence  by M r.  P a rk e s ,  

w ith  n u m e ro u s  o th e r  evils. A n d ,  w’h a t  m a k e s  th em  so m u ch  th e  m o re  

d isgracefu l,  th ey  a re  ap p ro p r ia te ,  w h e rev e r  th ey  ex is t ,  to  m en  o f  a  s ta t ion  

in  society , w ho— reso lu te  a l ik e  th a t  th e y  sha l l  th em se lv es  be  'protected by 

secrecy in the mode o f  obtaining votes, a n d  th a t  th e  r e p u ta b le  t ra d e sm a n  shall 

be exposed to p u b lic ity  in tha t o f  g iv in g  them , w ith  w hatever in ju ry  to h im self 

and  fa m ily — o u g h t  to b lu sh  n o t  to  feel b e t t e r  th a n  to sub jec t  them se lves  to 

th e  u n d en iab le  ch a rg e  o f  o r ig in a t in g ,  an d  o f  k e e p in g  u p  th e  whole mischief. 

T i l l  th is  s ta te  o f  th in g s  is  b ro u g h t  to a  co m p le te  en d ,  n e v e r  le t  e i th e r  the 

posit ion  o f  th e  la s t  w itness  be fo rgotten , o r  the  w ords  in  w hich  i t  is  e x ­

p re ssed  : “  1 can conceive no case, except a case o f  actua l in fa tuation , in  which, 

i f  bribery is to lerably w ell m anaged, conviction w ould be possible.”

Sco tland ,  a s  fa r  as  th e  ev id en ce  goes, a p p e a rs  to be co m p ara t iv e ly  c lea r  o f  the 

gu il t .  B u t  in  I r e la n d  th e re  a r e  in s tances ,  two o f  which shall  be  the  f in ishing 

o f  th is  rev o lt in g  p ic tu re .  T h e  one  was a t  N ew ry ,  a n d  is on th e  ev idence  of

J o h n  C a r a h e r , E s q .

7389. W h a t  i s  y o u r  p r o f e s s i o n  ?— A  m e r c h a n t .
7390. D o  you re s id e  in  N e w ry  ?— I do.
7391. H a v e y o u b e e n a c q u a in te d  w ith  th e  p ro ceed in g s  a t  th e  N e w ry  e lec t ions  ?—  

Y es, I have.
7450. W h a t  a re  the  n u m b e r  o f  vo tes  a t  N e w ry  ?— I rea l ly  forget.
7451. A b o u t? — A b o u t  850.
7452. Is  th e re  m uch  des ire  a m o n g  th e  v o te rs  to have  the  ballo t  ?— Y es, th e re  

is ; a t  the  e lection  of 1832, w hen  L o rd  M a rc u s  H i l l  stood, b r ib e ry  was ca rr ied  to 
such  an  ex ten t  a t  the  e lec t ion ,  t h a t  we d es ired  an y  re l ie f  we could  g e t  as to it. 
(p p .  4 3 1 , - 4 3 5 . )

T h e  o th e r ,  which gives  five p e rso n s  by n am e,  b r ib e rs  a n d  b ribed , was a t  T ra lee ,  

an d  is  th u s  detailed  in  th e  s ta te m e n t  of
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M r. D a n i e l  S u p p l e , J u n i o r .

12061. W h e r e  do you l ive?— In  T ralee.
12062. W h a t  is your b u s in ess?— T h a t  of a solicitor.
12063. W e re  you active d u ring  the la te  election ?— I was.
12064. W h a t  p a r t  did you take  ?— T h e  po p u la r  part.
12065. IIovv long  have you been  em ployed  as an  election agen t  in T ra lee  ?— I 

believe since the year  1818.
12118. Do you know a m an of the nam e  of--------------, a voter ?— Yes, I  know him .
12119. Do you know any  c ircum stance  re la t in g  to his v o te ? — 1 know on the 

election p reced ing  the las t  he  p rom ised  to vote for M r. O ’Connell ; he  af te rw ards 
voted for D enny  ; a t  the last election he  p rom ised  n o t  to vote for e i th e r  par ty ,  but 
however he  was p u t  on the table on M r. D en n y ’s tally, an d  1 ten d e red  the b ribery  
oath, an d  he  re fused  to give his vote on th a t  occasion ; he  afte rw ards in form ed
me, th a t  p rev ious to his com ing  on the tab le  he got from a m an  nam ed-------------- ,
whose nam e I m entioned  yesterday , a sum of 35/., and  from  a m an  of the  nam e
of---------------------- , a sum  o f  5/., m ak in g  a ltoge ther  40/. ; t h a t  h is  nam e was p u t  on
two o r  th ree  tallies ; before th a t  he declined com ing forw ards un t i l  he  g o t  the  
m oney, an d  th a t  he ac tually  h ad  the 40/. in  his p o ck e t  a t  the  t im e I  tendered  the 
b r ibery  oath , and  which 40/. he re ta ined ,  as  h e  inform ed me.

12120. D id  he  show you the 40/. ?— No, b u t  from the appearance  in his co n ­
dit ion  an d  change in h is  s i tua tion  of life from th a t  which i t  was before the election , 
he ev idently  m u s t  have  got m oney somewhere.

12121. D id  he  say where he  got the m o n e y ? — l i e  told m e he  g o t  i t  from
-------------- , who was one of the o u t-ag en ts  ac ting  on the p a r t  of M r.  D enny .

12122. W a s  i t  in M r. D e n n y ’s co m m ittee -ro o m ?— In  M r. D enny 's  com m ittee- 
room, im m edia te ly  before he  was p u t  forwards ; M r.  D enny  got his voters in to  
the  room  ad jo in ing  the court-house, an d  all they  had  to do was to pass  from the 
window of his com m ittee-room  in to  the polling  booth.

12123. W a s  the  m oney g iven in th e  com m ittee-room  ?— In  the com m ittee-room .
12124. So open an  ac t of b ribery  as g iv ing  a m an so large  a  sum  o f  m oney as 

40/. in a com m ittee-room  ?— So he  told me.
12125. M ig h t  it  n o t  be done very private ly  in  the com m ittee-room  ?— I  do no t

know  how i t  was done, I only m ention  w h a t------------- sta ted  to me ; an d  the  way
Í come by  th e  know ledge of th is  fact w as this, a pe t i t ion  p re fe rred  aga ins t  M r.  
O ’Connell,  an d  m y be in g  concerned  for h im  as h is  agen t,  i t  was m y duty  to t ry  
an d  find out all the  evidence th a t  would bear  on the case, an d  I have ta k e n  down 
h e re  from  the lips of each w itness  th a t  were ready  to come forwards to depose to 
these  facts ; I have  the  m em orandum  I  took on th a t  occasion from the lips of 
each witness.

12107. H ave you any  o th er  c a s e ? — T h e re  was a m an o f  th e  nam e  of
--------------, a tailor, th is  person  also prom ised  to su p p o r t  M r.  O ’Connell,  and ,
as he  inform ed m e, rep ea ted  applications were m ade  to h im  on the p a r t  o f  M r. 
D en n y  by some of h is  agents, one of the  nam e of----------, who was in the em ploy­
m e n t  of S ir E d w ard  D enny , -------------- ; an d  another ,  a  m an  o f  the  nam e of
-------------- ; he  also in fo rm ed  me, t h a t  he  was to g e t  a sum  of 251. for a cloak, p ro ­
v ided he  w ent to K illarney , and  did n o t  re tu rn  tiil the  election was over, an d  th a t  
on h is  r e tu rn  he should  g e t  a sum of 15/. ; the offer was originally  made, as he
inform ed me, b y --------------; subsequently------------w ent to his house, and  af te r  some
conversation  with --------------’s wife, it  was agreed  th a t  the cloak, which was
h an g in g  up , should  be g iven for 25/., and  thereupon  10/. was paid , an d  the
cloak  delivered. S u b seq u en t ly --------------  vo ted  for M r.  O ’Connell, an d  a t
th e  very  las t  T ra le e  sessions a  civil bill was b ro u g h t  a t  th e  su i t  o f  th is
------------- a g a i n s t --------------- , for th e  balance o f  the  price  o f  the cloak, in s is t ing
u p o n  i t  as goods sold an d  de livered ; on the h ea r in g  o f  th a t  civil bill, Mr.
-------------  was p roduced  as a  witness, who was p re s e n t  a t  the  barga in ,  and  he
p roved  the sale and  delivery of the cloak ; b u t  on the cross-exam ination  it 
appeared ,  th a t  par t  of the  condition was, th a t  he  should leave the  town, and  not 
r e tu rn  un ti l  the  election was over ; of course the  barr is te r ,  v iewing it in th a t  
l ight, d ism issed the  process.

12108. W e re  you engaged  in t h a t ? — I was the a t to rn e y  for the plaintiff ,  the 
case was afterwards rep o r ted  in  th e  T ra le e  M ercury .
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12109. O n  w h a t  g ro u n d  was th e  p rocess  d ism issed  ?— T h e  con s id era t io n
b e in g  im m ora l ,  th a t  was the  dec ision  o f  the  c o u r t ;  ------ , th e  defendan t ,  was in
cour t ,  an d  on b eh a lf  o f  th e  p la in t if f  I offered to  re fe r  the  m a t te r  to the  oa th  o f
------- , who was in  cou r t ,  b u t  he  dec lined  to  com e forward, o r  d eny  h av in g  m ade
p u rc h ase  o f  the  c loak  ; he  re fused  to com e forw ard. T h e  case was fa ir ly  r e ­
p o r te d  in the  T ra le e  M ercu ry ,  an d  a f te rw a rd s  copied  in to  th e  P ilo t ,  an d  th is  be ­
fore m e is a fa ir  r e p o r t  o f  th e  facts o f  th a t  tr ia l .  I  also hold in m y  h a n d  the 
K e rry  E v e n in g  P o s t,  a  p a p e r  in the  in te re s t  o f  th e  D e n n y  family, an d  i t  does
n o t  deny  the  fact o f  the  sale an d  p u rch ase  b y -------, w hich  I also b eg  to  h a n d  i n ,
i f  the C o m m it tee  co n s id e r  th em  as ev idence.

12110. H a v e  you g iv en  a  co r re c t  ou t l ine  o f  the  p ro cess  ?— I have.
12111. Y ou a re  an  a t to rn e y  by p ro fess io n ?— 1 am. (p p .  698, 700, 702.)

T h e  profligacy  o f  th e  b r ib e ry  p rac t ised  a t  the  sam e election, (o f  1835) a t  

D u b l in ,  by  m odes in  c e r ta in  re sp ec ts  pecu lia r ,  is a m a t t e r  of no to rie ty ,  

f rom  c ircu m stan ces  a t te n d in g  the  p e t i t io n  ag a in s t  th e  r e tu r n ,  a n d  i ts  defence . 

T h e  dec ision in  th is  case , how ever,  was n o t  ti ll  a f te r  th e  te rm in a t io n  

o f  th e  s i t t in g s  o f  th e  C o m m it tee  on B r ib e ry  an d  In t im id a t io n .  W e  now 

p roceed  with E x t ra c t s ,  im p o r ta n t  in  no  o rd in a ry  deg ree ,  co n s id e r in g  th e  

la rge  p o r t io n  o f  the  c o n s t i tu en cy  d e te r r e d  from  h o n e s t  v o t in g  by the ru in  

in  w hich  such  vo ting  w ould  involve th em se lv es  a n d  families ; t h a t  ru in ,  

w hich  the  d o m in e e r in g  sp ir i t ,  w h ichever  s ide  i t  ac tu a tes ,  b r in g s  up o n  the  

re sp ec tab le  elec tor,  u p o n  w hom , as h e  is n o t  to  be b r ib ed ,  i t  v en ts  i t s e l f  by 

exclusive dealing ; th e  cu s to m er  a s su m in g  to  h im se lf  the  r ig h t  o f  h is  t r a d e s ­

m a n ’s f ranchise , the  lan d lo rd  o f  his t e n a n t ’s :  n e i th e r  a re  in s tan ce s  w an tin g  

in  which c le rg y m en  th u s  d em ean  them selves .  So i t  is th a t  m en  ca n  a r r o ­

g a te  to them selves  to be the  exc lus ive  benefic ia ries  o f  laws, m ad e  express ly  

for th e  p ro tec t io n  an d  benefit  o f  o th e rs  ; to d i rec t  th e  ju d g m e n t  o f  those  

to w hom  the  law has  ex p ress ly  g iv en  th e  p r iv i leg e  o f  ju d g in g  for them selves .

I N T I M I D A T I O N .

M r. F .  I .  G u n n i n g .

1. A r e  you in  th e  p ro fess ion  o f  th e  law a t  C am b rid g e  ?— Y es, I am  a solicitor.
2. H a v e  you re s id e d  a t  C am b rid g e  som e y ea rs  p a s t  ?— I  h av e  b e e n  re s id in g  

th e r e  twelve years.
3. H a v e  you been  co n ce rn ed  a t  all in  a n y  o f  the  r e c e n t  e lec tions for M em b ers  

o f  P a r l i a m e n t  a t  C am b rid g e  p rofessionally  ?— I have  b een  co n ce rn ed  p ro fess ion ­
a lly  in  all th e  th re e  e lec tions s ince  th e  p ass in g  o f  th e  R e fo rm  Bill.

<34. H a v e  you an y  suggest ions  to m a k e  to th e  C o m m it tee  w ith  r e g a rd  to the  
k in d  of in fluence bes ides  bribes , p rac t ised  a t  e lec tions, w ith in  y o u r  cogn izance  ? 
— W ith  re g a rd  to in t im id a t io n ,  1 shou ld  say  th a t  the  in t im id a t io n  th a t  is e x e r ­
c ised  a t  C am b rid g e  is  p r in c ip a l ly  by th e  U n ivers ity .

05. S ta te  the  d iffe ren t m odes  in  which th a t  in t im id a t io n  is ex e rc ised  ?— I will
s ta te  one m ode in  w hich  t h e -------------  h a s  th e  pow er, a n d  w hich  h e  has
exerc ised ,  of co n tro l l ing  voters .

60. W h a t  pow er h a s  he  o v e r  th e  v o te rs  for th e  b o ro u g h  o f  C a m b rid g e ? — I 
will s ta te  first, th a t  in  la s t  N o v e m b e r  T e r m  th e  y o u n g  m en  in s ta tu  pup illaris  a t  
C am b rid g e  th a t  w ere  re s id in g  o u t  o f  th e  walls in  lodgings w ith in  th e  borough, 
w ere  507, acco rd ing  to the  r e tu r n  o f  th e  U n iv e r s i ty  officer. N o  perso n  can  r e ­
ce ive an  u n d e r -g rad u a te  as a  lodger ,  un less  he has  a licence  to do so.
--------------  has  the  pow er o f  g ra n t in g  licences  a t  his p leasu re ,  o r  su sp en d in g
them , o r  w ithho ld ing  th em , w ith o u t  a ss ig n in g  any  reason  for do ing  so ; a n d
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th e  suspension of a  licence o f  th a t  n a tu re  would be in m any cases the 
ru in  of the ind ividual on  whom such a pow er was exercised . P rev ious  to
the election in  J u n e  last, --------------for the  t im e being, who has very s trong
politioal feelings, sen t  round  t h e -------------- of th e  U n ivers ity  (who is the  officer
who delivers notices to these p a r tie s  to a t ten d  on th e  subject of licensing),  
to m any  persons  so c ircum stanced  to req u es t  th e i r  vote for a ce rta in  candida te  ; 
to many persons  so situated , th a t  m essage would be a com m and, an d  it  would 
he ac ted  upon. I have n o t  any  doub t th a t  was done very  extensively.

67. I t  was m ere ly  to reques t  the  ind iv iduals  th a t  they  would vote for a p a r ­
t icu la r  individual ?— Yes, a reques t  th a t  they would vote for such a candidate.

6 8 . T hey  ac ted , then ,  u n d e r  th e  fear of hav ing  th e ir  licences w ithdraw n ?—
I have no  doub t they d id ,  an d  I  will m en tion  one case in  which 1 conceive th a t  
power was exercised.

69. W as  it  exercised  before o r  af te r  the vote  was g iven ?— I t  was th rea ten ed
before, an d  execu ted  af te rw ards. Before the election in  J u n e  last, the day 
ap p o in ted  for licensing  lodging-houses,  was nam ed  by -------------- .

70. A re  these licences renew able  annua lly  ?— I believe annua lly  ; a t  all events
periodically . A fter th e  day was appo in ted  for g ra n t in g  these licences, an even t
took place which caused  an  election for C am bridge  ; --------------- th en  a lte red  th e
day for licensing  lodging-houses, an d  ap p o in ted  a day subsequen t  to the election.

71. W o u ld  the day originally  fixed upon have in te rfe red  with the p roceedings 
a t  the election ?— I f  I  recollect r igh t,  the  day originally  fixed was th e  T h u rsd ay  
in  the wreek, a n d  the nom ination  took place on the following M onday  o r  T u e s ­
day, and  i t  would n o t  have in terfered . T h e  day was pos tponed  to the  day 
subsequen t  to the election ; no  cause was assigned why it  was deferred .

72. D o  you rem em b er  th e  day i t  was pos tponed  to ? — I do not.
73. W a s  the  day shortly  a f te r  the  election ?— I  believe w ith in  a week o r  ten  

days af te r  the  election.
74— 5. D o  you know  of any  in s tance  in w hich  you believe the licence was 

w ithdraw n in consequence o f  th e  p a r t icu la r  m a n n e r  in which the lodging-house 
k e e p e r  had  g iven h is  vote ?— I know  an  in s ta n c e  in which I th in k  i t  was w ith­
draw n because the  vo ter h ad  voted in a p a r t ic u la r  way. T h a t  vo ter  was sen t  for
b y -------------- before any  election was con tem plated , and  --------------  th en  told
him , th a t  in consequence o f  his hav ing  em ployed m yself to app ly  to a  young
m an , a bachelor o f  a r ts ,  for m oney due to h im  for lodgings, he should  con­
s ider abou t the p ropr ie ty  of w ithhold ing  his licence. I would state, th a t  with 
re g a rd  to th e  p a r t  I took  in  it, m y c le rk  was app lied  to, an d  h e  w rote  a  le t te r  
in  the  com m on way, req u es t in g  p ay m en t  of the  money. N o  process was 
served  u p o n  h im  ; no proceedings w ere  ta k e n  aga ins t  h im  ; an d  by th e  d i­
rection  o f --------------  he  cam e to m y office and  pa id  the  money, thus  acknow ­
ledg ing  the  ju s tn ess  of th e  debt. A fte r  ---------------had  called this vo ter before
him, the  election was appoin ted , and  the  day for the  licensing was postponed  ; 
he  then  sen t e i th e r  his bu t le r  or the  m arsha l  to the  voter, and  requested 
th a t  h e  would vote in  a  g iven way. T h e  vo ter  said he  could n o t ;  he had 
prom ised  h is  vote ; and  has  he had  prom ised, so he  would vote, and  so he 
d id  vote. H e  afterwards applied  to the  college of St. J o h n ’s (who had  before 
g iven him  a certificate), b u t  who then  refused it. H e  th en  app lied  to  T r in i ty  
College, who g ran ted  the  certificate, s igned  by the m as te r  and  M r. M usgrave ;
and  with th a t  he  applied  for a l icence; -------------- positive ly  re fused  it, and
from th a t  per iod  to the p re sen t  he  has n o t  had one.

76. W as  any  reason  alleged a t  the t im e for the  refusal ?— T h e  sam e reason  
was alleged, th a t  he  had  em ployed m e to w rite  to a young  m an  in sta tu  pupillaris  
for money.

89. I s  --------------  also one of the  m agis tra tes  who licenses public-houses
w ith in  the  prec inc ts  of the bo ro u g h ?— N o  licence can  be g ra n te d  b u t  by the

90. W as any influence exercised o v e r  the pub licans?  —  N o  fu r th e r  than  th a t
t h e --------------’s bu tle r  was sen t  round  to them, to s ta te  th a t  he  had desired him to
call up o n  them , and  reques t  th e ir  votes for a p a r t icu la r  c a n d id a te ;  th a t  he did 
th a t  by the d irec tion  o f  — —----------- .

91. H a d  th a t  request ,  in your opinion, m uch influence over the m a n n e r  they
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exercised their votes  ?— I have no  d o u b t  it  had  som e ; I am a ssu red  th a t  p e rsons  
in ex p ec ta t io n  o f  a l icence vo ted  in  consequence  o f  th a t  expecta tion .

92. H a v e  the  tu to rs  o f  the  colleges m u ch  in fluence over the  t rad e sm e n  ?— T h e  
tu to rs  o f  the  colleges h av e  considerab le  influence.

93. In  w ha t  w ay?— 1 will s ta te  one  fac t  : a t  th e  la s t  e lec tion  107 college 
s e rv an ts  vo ted  ; 70 voted  p lu m p e rs  for one  can d id a te ,  M r.  K n ig h t ;  32 voted for 
M r.  R ice an d  M r. P ry m e ;  a n d  th e re  w ere  5 sp l i t  vo tes  be tw een  th e  two par tie s .

94. C an  you s ta te  an y  in s tan ce  of in t im id a t io n  exe rc ised  by college tu to rs  to 
influence vo ters  ; the class o f  v o te rs  I a l lude to a re  th e  107 college s e rv a n ts ? —  
M y op in ion  would r a th e r  go to t rad e sm e n .  W i th  re g a rd  to the  college s e rv an ts ,
I  have been  told m an y  h av e  s ta ted  th ey  w ished  th ey  could  vo te  the  o th e r  way.

95. H a v e  th e  college tu to rs  th e  pow er of ex e rc is in g  a n  in fluence o ver  the 
trad e sm e n  in  th e  town ?— A  very  co n s id e rab le  power.

90. I n  w h a t  w a y ? — T h e r e  a re  a c e r ta in  n u m b e r  of t rad e sm e n  in  th e  town 
whose bills a re  ch a rg ed  to th e  tu to rs  : th ey  a re  p u t  in  th e  college bills, a n d  pa id  
by the g u a rd ia n s  o r  p a r e n ts  of th e  y o u n g  m en. W h e n  a y o u n g  m an  com es up  
to college, a gyp  is s e n t  ro u n d  with h im  to various t ra d e sm e n ,  a n d  th e  s tu d e n t  
is re co m m en d ed  to em ploy  them . I f  th e  tu to rs  o f  the  co llege shou ld  refuse to  
ta k e  in th e  bills o f  th e  t rad e sm a n ,  i t  obviously  d ep r iv e s  h im  of a  g r e a t  d ea l  of 
business.

97. O r  th ey  can  pay  th e i r  bills  a l i t t le  sooner  o r  la te r  ?— Y es, th ey  m ay  in c o n ­
ven ience  them  ce r ta in ly  in  th a t  way, a n d  i t  m ay h av e  a n  in fluence u p o n  them .

98. D o  you believe an y  im p ro p e r  in fluence is ex e rc ised  by the  college tu to rs  
over t rad e sm e n  ?— I do.

99. C an  you g ive  a n  in s tan ce  ?— Y es, I will g ive a n  in s tan ce  in  w h ich  a 
ta i lo r  w as s e n t  for by  th e  tu to r  o f  a college a t  th e  first  e lec t ion  (1 8 3 2 ) .

100. C ould  you, i f  re q u ired ,  g ive  the  n am e  o f  the  tu to r  an d  th e  college, a n d  
of the  t ra d e s m a n  ?— C e rta in ly  I could , i f  re q u ir e d .  T h e  c i rc u m sta n ces  were 
th ese  : the  v o te r  was s e n t  for by the  tu to r  of th e  college, an d  re q u ired  to  vo te  
fo r  one o f  the  th ree  cand ida tes .  H e  s ta te d  h e  had  p ro m ised  h is  vo te  to  
the  o th e r  cand ida tes ,  a n d  i t  was im possib le .  T h e  tu to r  sa id , “ I f  you 
a re  n o t  w ith  m e, you a re  ag a in s t  m e, a n d  you  m u s t  tak e  th e  co n seq u en ces .”  
T h e  m an  u l t im a te ly  ag reed  to g ive one  vo te  to one  o f  th e  can d id a tes  w hom  h e  
p rom ised  to vo te  for, a n d  th e  o th e r  acco rd in g  to th e  t u to r ’s wishes. O n  the  day 
o f  th e  e lection  th e  tu to r  twice s e n t  to th e  m a n  to s ta te  th a t  he  was w a it ing  a t  the  
h u s t in g s  to see h im  poll,  an d  the  m a n  a t  la s t  w en t  w ith  th e  tu to r  to  poll,  an d  h e  
gave one  vote for th e  tu to r ’s f r iend  a n d  one  for th e  o th e r  can d id a te ,  a n d  the 
ex p ress io n  he  used  to to  m e was, t h a t  w h en  h e  left  th e  h u s t in g s  he  felt th a t  ev e ry  
one  was p o in t in g  the  f inger o f  sco rn  a t  h im  for h a v in g  d ev ia ted  from  p r in c ip le s ,  
o r  so m eth in g  to th a t  effect. F ro m  th a t  t im e  to the  p re s e n t  h e  has  n e v e r  rece ived  
an y  o rd e r  from  th e  college. H i s  b il ls  a re  n o t  t a k e n  in ,  n o r  has  he  rece iv ed  any  
o rd e r  from  the college.

101. In  th a t  case th e re  w as  a  th re a t  before  vo ting ,  a n d  p u n is h m e n t  a f te r  
v o t in g  ?— Yes.

102. H a v e  you an y  o th e r  i n s ta n c e ? — Y es, th e re  is  a n o th e r  in s tan ce  w ith  
r e s p e c t  to  a sh o em ak e r ,  w hose b il ls  w ere  ta k e n  in  ; I can  m e n t io n  the  nam e  o f  
th e  college an d  the  n am e  o f  th e  v o te r  i f  n ecessa ry .  H e  h a s  v o ted  un iform ly  for 
o n e  p a r ty ,  th e  l ibe ra l  p a r ty  a t  C am bridge .  S in ce  th e  la s t  e lec tion  h e  was sen t  
for by the  tu to r  o f  a college w ho p ro d u c ed  a bill o f  h is  a g a in s t  a  y o u n g  m a n ,  
a m o u n t in g  to  31. o r  4/., an d  who re m a rk e d ,  “  T h e r e  is one  p a i r  o f  shoes ch a rg ed  
“  for h e re  w hen  th e  y o u n g  m an  w as  n o t  a t  C am b rid g e  : ”  the  v o te r  sa id  yes ,  he  
h ad  sen t ,  by  th e  o rd e r  o f  th e  y o u n g  m an ,  a p a i r  o f  shoes to  h is  re s id en ce  in  th e  
coun try ,  and  th a t  was the  p a i r  he  c h a rg ed  for. T h e  tu to r  sa id , “  '1 h a t  is aga ins t  
m y o rd e r ,  an d  I shall  no lo n g e r  ta k e  in  yo u r  b il ls .”  H e  does n o t  t a k e  in  th e  bills.

l ‘J3. Ts the  p rac t ice  of fu rn ish in g  a r t ic le s  to y o u n g  m e n  n o t  a t  C am bridge  
ag a in s t  the  o rd e r  ?— I am  n o t  aw are  o f  an y  such  o rd e r ,  ' l h e r e  is  a n o th e r  case 
with  reg a rd  to the  sam e v o te r  a n d  th e  tu to r  oi a n o th e r  college. H e  s e n t  for th e  
v o te r  an d  he  s ta ted  to  h im  he  u n d e rs to o d  he  h ad  vo ted  in  a  p a r t ic u la r  way, h av in g  
p ro m ised  to vote  in  a n o th e r  way, an d  he  sh o u ld  n o t  t a k e  in h is  bills. T h e  v o te r  
in q u ired  who gave h im  th a t  in fo rm atio n ,  a n d  begged  to know  th e  a u th o r i ty  on 
w hich  the  tu to r  m ade th e  ch a rg e .  T h e  tu to r  m e n t io n e d  the  n am e  ol th e  perso n  
w ho h ad  to ld  h im  (a n d  whose nam e  I can  r e p e a t  i f  necessary .)  T h e  v o te r  ca lled
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upon th a t  person ,  an d  rem o n s tra ted  vvitli h im , an d  was told by h im  th a t  h e 
th o u g h t  lie had  voted so ; b u t  he refused to go to tlft* tu tor,  an d  p u t  him  r ig h t  on 
th e  subject.  H is  bills a re  n o t  now ta k e n  in by the  college.
. 104. W as there  in  tho last in s tance  an y  a llega tion  on the p a r t  o f  th e  tu to r  of 
im p ro p e r  conduct with reg a rd  to his dea ling  ?— N o t  any. I  could m en tion  m any 
instances. T h e re  is one m ore  which I will g ive : a b u i ld e r  who had  been in the 
hab it  ot do ing  business for one of the  colleges, was s e n t  for im m edia te ly  before the 
last election by the  b u rsa r  of the college, who to ld  h im  he  was abou t to m ak e  
a l te ra t ions  in th e  college, and  consu lted  with h im  ab o u t  the mode of its  being 
done. H e  th en  said, “  By the  way, which way do you vote ?” T h e  vo ter  answ ered , 
lie voted for the  liberal side ; and  be ing  p ressed  to know  w h e th e r  he would 
n o t  vote for the  o th er  side, and  re fus ing  to do so, th e  b u rsa r  said , “  I will send 
for you w hen I w ant you again. I have  changed  m y m ind  abou t th e  b u i ld in g ” 
T h e  re su lt  is, he  has n o t  been em ployed by the college again .

105. H a v e  the bu ild ings been  execu ted  ?— N o, n o r  do I believe an y  were 
in ten d ed  to be executed.

106. Y ou have  g iven  in s tances  of p a r t ie s  b e in g  excluded  from  em ploym ent in 
consequence of th e ir  votes ; do you know  of any in s tan ce  of p a r t ie s  be ing  taken  
in to  em ploym en t in  consequence of th e i r  votes ?— 1 can  s ta te  no in s tance  of th a t  
n a tu re .

107. B esides tu to rs  of colleges, do you know  any ind iv iduals  in the college 
t ln e a te n in g  to w ithdraw  th e ir  custom , and  afte rw ards h av in g  executed  th e ir  
th rea ts  in consequence o f  the  vote g iven  ?— Y es, I do know  of an  instance of a 
th re a t  before voting, an d  I know  ot a n  in s tan ce  of a w ithdraw al of custom  af te r
voting. I  will s ta te  two in s tances  b y -------------- for the  time being. T h e  cases
were these ; two trad esm en ,  who a re  p a r tn e r s  as  booksellers ,  both vo ted  in 
1832 for the  l ibera l cand ida tes  ; before th a t  pe r iod  they  h ad  been  uniform ly  em ­
ployed, as I u n d e rs ta n d ,  b y -------------- to fu rn ish  the  s ta t ionery  req u ired  by the
U nivers ity  : a f te r  they had  so vo ted  I u n d e r s ta n d  the  custom  o f -------------- for the
tim e be ing  was w ithdraw n, and  th e  su b se q u e n t -------------- have n o t  re so rted  again
to those trad esm en  : a t  the  n e x t  election bo th  p a r t ie s  re fra in ed  from  voting  a t  all, 
an d  a t th e  la s t  e lection they both  vo ted  for th e  T o ry  candidate.

108. \ \  as  an y  reaso n  ass igned  in th a t  case for the w ithdraw al of the  cus tom  ? 
— N o t  th e  least reason .

109. H a s  th e  custom  been  since g iven to th em  ?— I am n o t  aw are  w h e th e r  i t  
has or not. W ith  re sp ec t  to those tradesm en , 1 will m en tio n  two colleges who 
h ad  o rdered  th e ir  p r iz e -b o o k s  from  th em , b u t  w ithdrew  th e i r  custom  also after 
th e  first vote. A fte r  th e  election in  J u n e  1834, two m en  em ployed in  the  U n i­
vers ity  P re s s  were d ischarged  for alleged incom petence .  O ne  o f  those  m en  has  
been re s to red  ; lie d id  n o t  vote a t  the la s t  election, b u t  he  is know n to en te r ta in  
very  s t ro n g  political opinions.

110. W lien was he r e s to r e d ? — V ery  recen tly  before the  la te  e lec t io n ;  and, 
as  a  p ro o f  ot the  capacity  ot th e  o ther ,  he  has s ince been  reg u la r ly  em ployed  in  
M essrs .  H a n s a r d ’s printing-office.

111. H o w  did  the  m an  vote a t  the  las t  e lec tion  who was re s to red  ?— H e  did 
n o t  vote a t  all.

112. H a v e  you any  o th e r  cases of ind iv iduals  ?— I  will m en tio n  the case of an  
ind iv idual,  the  head  of a college in  the U n ivers ity  ; he  s e n t  h is  bu tle r  in  J u n e  
las t  to a vo ter  ( th e  v o te r  be ing  the college g a rd en e r ) ,  to req u ire  h is  vote. T h e  
m an  respectfu lly  re fused  to p rom ise  h is  vote, an d  he  was th en  sen t  for by the 
h ead  ot the college, who s ta ted  to h im  th a t  he  felt s trong ly  upon  the  subject of 
th e  approach ing  election, an d  he would have no  se rv an t  in  his es tab lishm en t who 
did  n o t  do as he  h im se lf  th ough t  fit.

113. W e re  you p re sen t  a t  the conversation  ?— N o, b u t  I  h ad  i t  from the v o te r’s 
own lips ; and  the  v o te r  is in L ondon  a t  the p re s e n t  m om ent,  an d  can  be p ro ­
duced. H e  did vote for M r.  R ice, an d  was d ischarged , an d  he  is now em ployed  
in the R e g e n t ’s P a rk .

114. D o  you know  of an y  instance of persons, n o t  heads  o f  colleges o r  tu to rs ,  
w ithdraw ing  th e i r  custom  from tradesm en , in  consequence o f  th e i r  mode of 
voting ?— W ith d ra w in g  em ploym en t from them . I  will m en tion  the  case of 
 , who is a  brew er, an d  had  em ployed  a m an  a g rea t  m an y  years  as his
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coop er;  he is discharged since the e lection  in  Ju ne ; he voted for the liberal 
party.

115. Had he previously applied to the party for h is  vote? I cannot speak to that.
116. D id  t h e ------- ------- take an active part for either o f  the candidates ?— Y es,

for one o f  the candidates, but not for the candidate for whom the man voted. 
There was another instance which occurred at the last election, at which a voter  
was discharged, because he voted for the liberal party ; he was discharged by his  
master within a week afterwards, upon the express ground that he had given a 
vote for the party to whom his master was opposed.

117. Was the servant d ischarged  in co n seq u en ce  o f  his a b sen tin g  h im se lf  
from his m aster’s business for the purpose o f  voting?— N o ;  I think the  
expression was, “  W hat do you  mean by voting  for a d am n ed  radical like  
h im ? ” and he d ischarged  him.

118. Are there any more instances?— I have  k now n instances in which  
parties have  stated  they have  suffered by the withdrawal o f  custom  generally .

119. Are those instances, instances w h ich  have had the effec t o f  m aking  
p eop le  vote  contrary to  their  conscientious fee l ings  ?— I b elieve  a great many  
voters vote contrary to their conscientious opinions, from an apprehension  that 
the punishment w hich  has been  ex erc ised  upon som e will be also exerc ised  
upon them , unless they vote  in a particular way.

120. H as it the ef fec t in any case  o f  d eterr in g  persons entitled  to vote from  
registering  their v o te s? — I am aw are of only on e  case  in w hich  a  party has 
ex p ressed  an intention o f  not being registered .

121. Has it the effect o f  ind u cin g  registered  voters not to vote  at all ?— Y e s ,  
in many instances ; I have k now n  persons to leave  the tow n  for the w h o le  
period o f  the e lec t ion .

122 W hat num ber o f  unpolled voters w ere  there  at the last  e l e c t io n ? —I 
think GO good votes.

123. O u t  o f  how m any?— A b ou t 1450.
124. D o  you  b elieve  a large proportion o f  those GO abstained from votin g  in 

con seq u en ce  o f  their fee ling  it m ight be prejudicia l  to their in terest  i f  they  
m ixed  in political m atters?— 1 b elieve  som e of them  did.

125. I f  they vo ted  on one particular s id e? — Y e s ;  i f  they  voted  as they  
conscientiously  wished to vote , it would in terfere  w ith  their  in tere st ,  and they  
therefore abstained from voting.

12G. H as not a circular been s igned  by m any m em bers  o f  th e  U n ivers ity ,  
and sent round, con d em n ing  the p ract ice  o f  punishing voters?— Y e s ,  this is  
the c ircu lar:—

“  Cambridge 1 DA M arch, 1835.
ii In  co n seq u en ce  o f  a very  general im pression , that intim idation and per­

secution  w ere  em ployed  by som e m em bers  of the U nivers ity  at the late  
e lec t ion s  for this town, w e ,  the undersigned  resident m em bers o f  the S en a te ,  
d eem  it our duty  to m ak e a  public  declaration  o f  our sen tim ents  on this 
subject.

“  W e look upon the e lec t iv e  franchise as a sacred  trust, for the conscientious  
discharge o f  w h ich  a man is d eep ly  responsible ; and every  sp ecies  o f  undue  
in terference ,  d irectly  or in d irectly ,  w ith  that trust, (su ch  as threaten ing  
tradesm en w ith  loss o f  business, or d ism issing d ep en d an ts  for daring to ju d g e  
and act in opposition to the political principles o f  their em ployers),  is ,  in our  
opinion , a gross breach o f  public  and private morality ; b e ing  an a t tem p t  to  
constrain a m an to do that w h ich  his co n sc ien ce  d isapproves, by appea ling  to 
his fears and his interests.

“  W e trust that ev ery  friend o f  religion and m orality , to w h a tev er  party  
he may belong, will agree  with  us in condem ning  p roceed in gs  so d iscred itab le  ; 
w hich , by their cruel and degrad ing  operation , tend to destroy the in d e­
p en dence ,  the w elfare , and the p ea ce  o f  m ind, of very many ot our fellow-  
countrym en.

IW. D a v y ,  D . D .  M aster  o f  Caius.
J. L am b, D .D .  M aster o f  C orpus Christi.
S. L ee, D .D .  T r in ity ,  U eg iu s  Professor  o f  H eb rew .
11. Jr H . B ond , M .D .  Corpus Christi.
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J .  C u n im in g ,  M .A . T r in i ty ,  P ro fe sso r  o f  C h em is try .
A . S e d g w ic k ,  M .A . Fellow  o f  T r in i ty ,  W o o d w ard ian  P ro fesso r .
T .  M u sg ra v e ,  M .A . Fe llow  o f  T r in i ty ,  L o rd  A lm o n er’s P ro fe s s o r  o f  A rab ic .  
J .  S. H e n s lo w ,  M .A . St. J o h n ’s, P ro fe sso r  o f  B o tan y .
G . B . A iry ,  M .A . T r in i ty ,  P ro fe sso r  o f  A stronom y.
T . S. H u g h e s ,  B .D .  E m m an u el .
J .  R om illy ,  A .M . Fellow o f  T r in i ty ,  R e g is t r a r  o f  th e  U n ivers ity ,
G .  A. B ro w n e ,  M .A . Fe llow  o f  T rin i ty .
J .  B o w s tead ,  M  A. F e llow  an d  T u to r  o f  C orpus.
C. T h ir lw all ,  M  A. F e l lo w  o f  T r in i ty .
J .  H in d ,  M .A . la te  F e l low  an d  T u t o r  o f  S idney .
St.  J o h n  L ucas ,  M .A . D o w n in g .
G e o rg e  T h a c k e r a y ,  M .A . F e llow  o f  K in g ’s.
L .  W . S am p so n ,  M .A . F e llow  o f  K in g ’s.
G .  C ra u f u rd  H e a th ,  M .A . Fellow  o f  K in g ’s.
R .  S h eep sh an k s ,  M .A . F e llow  o f  T r in i ty .
H .  B a t t is c o m b e ,  M .A .  F e llow  o f  K in g ’s.
J a m e s  P a c k e ,  M .A . Fe llow  o f  K in g ’s.
J .  H e av is id e ,  M .A . F e llow  an d  T u t o r  o f  S idney .
F .  S eroco ld  P e a r c e ,  M .A . J e su s .
Jo s .  S h aw ,  M .A . F e l lo w  o f  C h r is t ’s.
G .  W . C ra u f u rd ,  M .A .  F e llow  o f  K in g ’s.
H .  G u n n in g ,  M .A . C h r is t ’s.
H .  A r le t t ,  M .A .  F e llow  an d  T u t o r  o f  P e m b ro k e .
H .  C a l th ro p ,  M .A . Fe llow  an d  B u rsa r  o f  C orpus ,
T .  B . B u rc h a m ,  M .A . F e llow  o f  T r in i ty .
C. C. B a b in g to n ,  M .A . St. J o h n ’s.
S. W . W a n d ,  M .A . F e llow  an d  T u t o r  o f  M ag d a len e .
R . D a w e s ,  M .A . Fe llow  a n d  T u t o r  o f  D o w n in g .
P .  B lak is to n ,  M .A . E m m an u e l .
H .  L . Jo n es .  M .A . F e llow  o f  M ag d a len e .
C. Lofft, M .A . Fe llow  o f  K in g ’s.
J .  C ro f t ,  M .A . F e l lo w  o f  Chris t 's .
R. W. K o thm an , M .A . F e llow  o f  T r in i ty .
J .  S a u n d e r s ,  M .A . Fe llow  o f  S idney .
J .  N . P e i l l ,  M .A . F e llow  a n d  D e a n  o f  Q u e e n ’s.
W. D .  R an g e ley ,  M .A . Fe llow  o f  Q u e e n ’s.
A. T h u r t e l l ,  M .A . Fe llow  o f  Cains.
R. M u rp h y ,  M .A . F e llow  o f  Caius.
J .  T in k le r ,  M .A . F e l lo w  o f  Corpus.
A. F i tc h ,  M .A . C h r is t ’s.
B . D .  W alsh ,  M .A . F e llow  o f  T r in i ty .
J .  Mills, M .A . F e llow  o f  P e m b ro k e .
G .  L ea p in g w e ll ,  M .A . C orpus .
R . P a s h le y ,  M .A . F e llow  o f  T r in i ty .
J .  K e m b le ,  M .A . T r in i ty .
J .  L. C am eron , M .A . T rin i ty .
127. W h a t  effect do you an tic ipa te  from th a t  c i rc u la r ;  do you th in k  i t  will be 

operative  a t  th e  n e x t  e lection to p re v e n t  the  in t im ida tion  you speak  o f?— I th in k  
to a g iven ex ten t  i t  m ig h t  ; I  do n o t  th in k  i t  will effectually ; 1 th in k  there  is bu t 
one mode a t  C am bridge th a t  will.

128. WTh a t  is th a t  mode ?— T h e  ballot. I  th in k  n o th in g  b u t  the ballo t will 
have the effect. I  am  speak ing  aga ins t  m y fo rm er op in ions ; b u t  from w ha t  1 
have  seen, I am  satisfied th a t  no th ing  b u t  the ballot will p ro te c t  th e  t im id  and  
dep en d en t  voter.

154. Y ou have  sp o k en  of the  influence exercised  over vo ters  by  persons in  the
situation  of heads of houses, an d  tu to rs  of colleges ; do you know  o f  in t im id a­
tion ar is ing  from  any  o th e r  source from  the  populace ; has  n o t  th e  fear of the 
populace had  an  influence over th e  lower class of tradesm en , such  as h u ck s te rs
an d  sh o p k eep ers  ?— I should th in k  not, certainly.

155. W ould  publicans be fearful o f  losing th e ir  custom ers  i f  they  were know n
to vote in  favour o f  the  u n p o p u la r  cand ida te  ?— I th in k  not.
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156. I s  th e re  any  in t im id a tio n  a r is in g  from  the  p o p u la r  feeling in  consequence 
o f  a person  voting  in favour o f  th e  u n p o p u la r  ca n d id a te  ; an d  does he  n o t  in c u r  
a n y  r i sk  o f  in ju ry  to his pe rso n  o r  p ro p e r ty ,  by  h av in g  h is  w indows b ro k e n  ?—  
N o, I th in k  I can  s ta te  th e  converse  of tha t .  O n e  o f  the  can d id a tes  a t  the  e lec­
t ion  a t  C am bridge, in J u n e  las t ,  h ad  in h is  em p lo y m en t  a  cons iderab le  n u m b er  
o f  bullies, w ho w ere  p a id  to co n d u c t  an d  p ro te c t  th e  flags, an d  who were in  the 
hab it ,  a f te r  the  e lection in  th e  even ing ,  o f  p ro c eed in g  w ith  to rches  a n d  m usic  
ro u n d  the town, an d  h av e  b ro k en  an d  done  m u ch  m isch ie f  to  the  windows an d  
houses  o f  the p a r t is an s  o f  the  l ibera l  cand ida tes .

157. W e re  p a r tie s  well p ro tec ted  to th e  po ll  a g a in s t  p o p u la r  v io lence  ?— Y es  ; 
th e re  was no  violence, ex c ep t  on  th e  p a r t  o f  th e  h i re d  m en . (pp .  1, 5— 12 .)

M r .  J a m e s  F l o r a n c e .

345. W h e r e  do you r e s id e ? — M y office is  in  P a r l ia m e n t- s t re e t ,  W e s tm in s te r .  
I re s id e  a t  F u lh a m .

346. You a re  a  solicitor, I b e l iev e ?— Yes.
347. H a v e  you been  long  in  p rac t ice  as a  so lic ito r  ?— F o r  n e a r ly  tw en ty  years .  

I was ad m it ted  in  F e b ru a ry  1816.
348. I n  th e  course  o f  y o u r  p ro fessional p ra c t ic e  h av e  you h a d  m u ch  e x p e ­

r ien ce  in the  co n d u c t  o f  e lec tions ?— V e ry  ea r ly  I  was en g a g ed  for L o rd  G eorge  
C avend ish ,  an d  for S i r  G odfrey  W e b s te r .

349. I n  w ha t  e le c t io n ?— T h e  S ussex  elec tion , ab o u t  16 o r  17 yea rs  ago.
350. H a v e  you h ad  m o re  re c e n t  e x p e r ien ce  th a n  t h a t ? — Y es, w ith in  th e  las t  

seven  o r  e ig h t  years ,  in  seve ra l  co u n ty  a n d  b o ro u g h  elections.
615. I n  w ha t  form  do you co n s id e r  th a t  u n d u e  influence is  m o s t ly  ex e rc ised ,  

t a k in g  th e  co u n ties  a n d  th e  b o roughs  se p a ra te ly ? — W ith  re fe ren ce  to W e s t ­
m in s te r ,  w h e re  th e re  is  a  la rg e  cons t i tuency , I t h in k  th e  u n d u e  influence o f  p e r ­
so n s  in  office o u g h t  to be re p re s sed  by  som e m ean s  o r  o ther.

616. C an  you s ta te  th e  fact o f  an y  u n d u e  in fluence w h ich  o ccu rred  a t  th e  last 
e lec tion , o f  yo u r  own know ledge  ?— I  can.

617. W o u ld  you  be p re p a re d  w ith  r e g a rd  to those  cases, to h a n d  th e  n am es  
p r iv a te ly  to  th e  C h a irm an ,  fo r  the  p u rp o se  o f  a u th e n t ic a t in g  th em  ?— C e r ta in ly  ; 
b u t  i t  is only u p o n  th e  u n d e r s ta n d in g  th a t  I  do n o t  im p ro p e r ly  ava il  m y se lf  o f  o r  
v io la te  m y  p rofessional p riv ilege.

618. Y o u  a re  s p e a k in g  o f  the  la s t  e lec tion  ?— Y es.
619. W i th  t h a t  u n d e r s ta n d in g  g ive us  som e spec im ens ,  co n s is t in g  o f  facts, of 

th e  m ode in  which the  u n d u e  influence is  ex e rc ised  ?— I s p e a k  o f  g re a t  m en ’s 
l ive ried  se rv an ts  co m in g  in to  a co m m itte e  room  and  a sk in g  for in fo rm ation ,  an d  
a s k in g  for th e i r  bills  to  s t ick  u p  in  t r a d e s m e n ’s shops ,  an d  in q u i r in g  w h a t  p a r ­
t icu la r  p e rso n s  h ad  a r ig h t  to vote, an d  a s k in g  for can v ass in g  ca rd s  o f  th e  c a n ­
d ida te ,  a n d  say ing  a t  th e  sam e tim e, S o -an d -so  is o u r  t rad e sm a n ,  a n d  he  shall 
vote  so -a n d -so  ; an d  th a t  S u ch -a -p e rso n  is o u r  t rad e sm a n ,  a n d  th e se  la rg e  bills 
shall be s tu ck  o v e r  h is  shop .

620. A re  you s p e a k in g  o f  a n  official p e rso n  ?— N o ;  a  p e rso n  o f  h ig h  s ta t ion  
a n d  influence.

621. H a v e  you kn o w n  w h e th e r  th ey  h av e  s tu ck  u p  those  b il ls  in  the  windows 
o f  vo ters  who have  been  o pposed  in politics  to  th e  p e rso n s  on w hose b e h a lf  the 
bills w ere  p ro c u red  ?— I h av e  n o  d o u b t  w h a tev e r  th ey  w ere  ta k e n  to th e  t r a d e s ­
m e n  o f  th a t  person .

622. In d e p e n d e n t ly  o f  w h a tev er  m ig h t  be the o p in ions  o f  the  t rad e sm e n  to whom 
th ey  were tak en  ?— Y es, for th e  p u rp o se  o f  in f luenc ing  th em . I know  also the  
s e rv an ts  o f  one  o f  th e  pub lic  es tab l ish m en ts  h ad  c o n t in u e d  access to th e  com m itee-  
room , for the  e x p re ss  p u rp o se  o f  g e t t in g  ca rd s  to d e l iv e r  to p a r t ic u la r  p e rso n s  who 
m ig h t  be  in fluenced  by th a t  es tab lishm en t.

623. W h e n  you  s p e a k  o f  p a r t ic u la r  p e rso n s  who m ig h t  be influenced by th a t  
es tab lishm en t,  do  you m ean  the  t ra d e sm e n  who w ere  in  the  h a b i t  o f  su p p ly in g  the  
es tab l ish m en t  w ith  a r tic les  for th e i r  u se  ?— Y es, I do.

624. D id  ins tances  com e w ith in  y o u r  spec ia l  know ledge ,  in  w hich  so licita tions 
w ere  conveyed  to those  t rad e sm e n  by  th e  s e rv an ts  o r  m an ag e rs  ot the  es tab l ish ­
m e n t ? — I  have  seen  m an y  re sp ec tab le  v o te rs  who have  to ld  m e th a t  th ey  had 
rece iv ed  h in ts  from  ce r ta in  p a r t ie s  as  to the  way th ey  should  give th e i r  votes, 
m e a n in g  th e  p a r tie s  co n n ec ted  w ith  the  pub lic  es tab lishm en t.
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6 25. W h e n  those vo ters  m entioned  w hat you have  s ta ted ,  did they  seem to be 
u n d e r  an  im pression  th a t  if  they had  n o t  g iven  th e ir  votes in  th a t  way i t  would 
have been  to the ir  d e t r im en t  in business ?— Yes. O n  the o th e r  h a n d  p e rh ap s  I 
m igh t  be a t  l iberty  to say, th a t  the influence of both p a r tie s  was in a very  curious 
position  a t  the las t  election ; a T ory  ad m in is tra t io n  h ad  ju s t  g o t  in to  office, an d  
th e re  was a s trong  belief c u r re n t  th a t  th ey  would n o t  la s t  long, an d  the  fear of 
offending the succeeding adm in is tra tion  o p era ted  very  powerfully.

626. Do you s ta te  th a t  from  h av in g  actually  h ea rd  voters  express  themselves 
so as to the ir  fear from e i th e r  the one or the o th er  ?— Y es, from  m y conversation  
in  canvassing, I  ascerta ined  th a t  to be the fact.

627. F ro m  the  dec lara tion  of voters, who s ta ted  to you th a t  they  were u n d e r  
th a t  in fluence?— Yes.
. you m ean  to say th a t  the  apprehension  of a  n u m b er  of the consti tuency
included  the app lica tion  m ade by the  se rvan ts  of the es tab lishm en t on b eh a lf  of 
a candida te  ?— N o ; w ith  re sp ec t  to voters influenced by the servan ts  of p a r ticu la r  
persons, I th in k  th a t  influence is very  g rea t ,  an d  had  an  influence on the  voter. 
\Y ith respec t to the  class o f  persons  u n d e r  the  influence o f  p leasing  or d ispleasing 
th e  succeeding  adm in is tra t ion ,  1 th in k  the class was m uch larger,  m any of them  
w ere  p rev en ted  from voting  for fear of offending the p a r t ie s  who would n e x t  come 
in  ; th a t  arose from the  sta te  of things.

629. T h e n  the effect o f  the ex p ec ta t io n  o f  evil from  both  p a r tie s  had  the  effect 
o f  m ak in g  them  n o t  vote a t all ?— Yes.

630. Is  n o t  the apprehens ion  o f  h av in g  th e ir  custom  w ithdraw n in boro-ughs, 
the  usual form in which undue  influence operates  ?— I m ust  say th a t  a t  H arw ich ,  
w here  the  co rpora tion  influence is p rev a len t ,  I  have know n persons nearly  ru in ed  
by ad o p tin g  a line of poli tics  in  opposition to the co rpora tion .  I  k n ew  a t rad e s ­
m an , a m ost respec tab le  m an, who a t  one t im e had all the business  of the m em bers  
of the corporation , b u t  who, in  consequence of tak in g  a course of politics opposed 
to  the corporation , was alm ost ru ined .

631. A nd is n o t  the  custom  genera l ly  w ithdraw n w ithou t an y  reason  being 
ass igned  for w ithdraw ing  the custom  ?— Y es ; shortly  af te r  th is  ind iv idua l  took  an 
active p a r t ,  th e  influential m em bers  o f  the corporation  called upon  h im  for his 
accounts. T h a t  I have been  told by the  ind iv idual himself.

632. W a s  the des truc tion  of the  business, an d  th e  ru in  of th a t  individual, know n 
in  Harwich, an d  did it excite  a t ten t io n  and  ta lk  ?— I t  d id ;  i t  was frequen tly  said, 
“  W ha t  a fool th a t  m an  is ; he is ru in in g  h im se lf  by opposing  the corpora tion .”

633. Does n o t  this fear opera te  m ore  powerfully upon the politica l conduc t of 
t radesm en , th an  the  am o u n t  ot m oney  usually  p a id  to vo ters  can  be expected  to 
d o ? — I th in k  it  is  m ore  influential than money.

634. I s  i t  no t a question of life an d  dea th  to th e  tradesm an  an d  his family ?—  
Y es, i t  v ir tually  opera tes  so.

635. \  ou have spoken  o f  the influence exercised over t radesm en  proceed ing  
from classes above th em  ; does i t  com e within your know ledge o f  a  s im ilar influence 
be ing  exercised  over th em  by apprehensions  from the class below them , from the 
w ork ing  classes, who would give th e ir  custom  to tradesm en  or w ithdraw  i t  from 
them , accord ing  as they voted  in accordance with, o r  in  opposition to th e ir  wishes ? 
— I believe the lower classes o f  voters in W es tm in s te r  an d  the small householders 
to be far m ore independen t ,  an d  far less likely  to be influenced, th an  the super io r  
class of tradesm en  are, an d  I do n o t  th in k  the lower classes undu ly  influence the 
u p p e r  class of tradesm en.

636. I n  T o tlii l l-s tree t  for instance, and  th e  low er p a r ts  of W estm ins ter ,  do you 
n o t  know  th a t  to be the fact ?— I th in k  they  are less liable to the influence of th rea t .

637. I s  i t  requ ired  of t radesm en , or is i t  for the benefit of t radesm en to ex h ib i t  
th e  nam e of the  popu lar  candida te  in th e ir  windows, a n d  does th e ir  custom  with 
th e i r  ne ighbours  very m uch depend  upon th a t  c ircum stance ?— I am  unable  to 
speak  positively abou t th e  effect of such exhibition, all I can  say is, th a t  a t rad e s­
m an  o f  a g rea t  m an has s tuck  bills in his windows in a  p a r t ic u la r  can d id a te ’s 
in te rest ,  an d  my own opinion is, th a t  he  would have lost the  g rea t  m an ’s custom  
if  he re fused to do it.

638. D o  you know  o f  t radesm en  be ing  influenced in the  vojes they give a t  an 
election, for fear of losing th e  custom  of the lower people ?— I  am  not, I confess, 
a t  all aw are of that.
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639. D id  you ev e r  k n o w  o f  bills b e in g  s tu c k  b y  t rad esm en  in a sm a lle r  way, a t 
th e  beck o f  a n u m b er  o f  p o o r  m en  ?— No.

640. I f  i t  were so, the  ballo t would be an equa l  p ro tec t io n  aga ins t  in t im id a tio n  
o f  th a t  k ind  ?— Yes, in m y  ju d g m e n t  an d  belief.

641. H a s  the ap p reh en s io n  o f  th e  loss o f  th e i r  licences  in th e m in d s  ot pub licans ,  
i f  they h ap p en ed  to d isp lease  th e  m ag is t ra te  who d em an d e d  th e i r  vote, h ad  the 
effect o f  in fluenc ing  the  vote o f  p ub licans  w ith in  y o u r  know ledge  ?— I t  has  not.

642. You spoke  o f  som e vo te rs  who, be in g  u n d e r  the  in fluence o f  an  e x p e c ta ­
t ion  o f  evil from p a r t ic u la r  p a r tie s ,  th o u g h t  i t  b e s t  to g ive no vo te  a t  all ; was 
the  n u m b e r  of these  vo ters  very  c o n s id e rab le?— I believe i t  to be  very  c o n s id e r ­
able, and  very  ex ten s iv e ,

679. W ill  you s ta te  w ha t  you were g o in g  to observe with re g a rd  to the  co rp o ­
ra t io n  of H a rw ich  ?— I th in k  i ts  in fluence is v e ry  g re a t ,  an d  very  u n d u ly  used.

680. In  w ha t  m ode does th a t  u n d u e  influence display  itse lt  ?— By the  m em b ers  
o f  the co rp o ra t io n  w ithhold ing  o r  g iv in g  th e i r  su p p o r t  to a p a r t ic u la r  class ot voters.

681. W h a t  do you m ean  by  th e i r  s u p p o r t  ?— T h a t  they  would w ith d raw  th e ir  
cus tom  from p erso n s  who d id  n o t  vote  as  the  c o rp o ra t io n  am i as the  m e m b ers  of 
th e  co rp o ra t io n  would desire .

682. I s  th a t  the custom  o f  the  co rp o ra t io n  collectively , o r  th e  custom  o f  m e m ­
b ers  o f  the  co rp o ra t io n  as in d iv id u a ls ? — I t  is  w ith  re fe ren ce  to th e  cus tom  ot 
th o se  ind iv idua ls  sepa ra te ly ,  because  as a  c o rp o ra t io n  in  the  ag g reg a te  th ey  have 
very  l i t t le  custom , I believe.

683. A re  th ey  the  m ost  in fluen tia l  p e rso n s  in  th e  tow n ?— Yes.
684. A n d  th e  w ea lth ie s t  ?— Yes.
685. I t h in k  you  sa id  a  la rge  n u m b e r  o f  p e r s o n s  w ere  k e p t  from  v o tin g  a t  

W e s tm in s te r  by in t im id a tio n  ?— N o t  by in t im id a t io n ,  as  such.
6 8 6 . B y ap p reh en s io n  ?— B y ap p reh en s io n  o f  lo s ing  th e i r  cus tom ers .
687 . W h a t  is the co n s t i tu en cy  o f  W e s tm in s te r  ; a r e  you aw are  ?— I th in k  the  

reco rd ed  c o n s t i tu en cy  o f  W e s tm in s te r  was abou t  13,000 a t th e  la s t  election.
6 8 8 . W h a t  was th e  g re a te s t  n u m b e r  who vo ted  ?— O nly  4 ,500  ; b u t  th e  n u m ­

b e r  th a t  m ig h t  have  vo ted  was, I consider ,  ab o u t  11,000.
689. So th a t  th e re  w ere  6 ,000  w ho d id  n o t  vo te  w ho m ig h t  have  vo ted  ?— ^  es.
690. W a s  th e  poll k e p t  o pen  th e  whole o f  the  two days  ?— I t  was.
691 . D o  you th in k  a large p o r t io n  of th a t  6 ,000 was k e p t  aw ay by  th e i r  a p p r e ­

hen s io n s  ?— I th in k  one  h a l f  o f  th em  w ere  ; b u t  th e  in fluence oi th e  p ec u lia r  
pos i t ion  o f  p a r t ie s  was very  cons iderab le  a t  th e  las t  election.

692. Y o u  allude  to the  u n c e r ta in ty  of the  co n t in u an c e  of th e  m in is te r s  ?— ^  es;  
th e y  h a d  j u s t  acq u ired  office, b u t  w ere  n o t  th o u g h t  l ike ly  to re ta in  it. (pp .  
23, 38, 42.)

M r.  C h a r l e s  C o w e l l , Ipsw ich .

14G0. D o e s  b r ib e ry  ex is t  a m o n g  th e  b e t te r  class o f  sh o p k ee p e rs ,  a s  well as the 
low er o rd e r  o f  s h o p k ee p e rs  ?— N o , I do  n o t  th in k  b r ib e ry  ex is ts ,  b u t  in t im id a tio n  
does.

1461. D o  you conceive the ba l lo t  w ould  be  a p re v en t iv e  o f  b r ib e ry  a t  Ip s ­
wich ?— Y es, m y  se n t im e n ts  a re  very  s t ro n g  u p o n  the  sub jec t  ; I co n s id e r  the
ballo t  is th e  only secu r i ty  for th e  in d ep en d e n ce  o f  th e  suffrages.

1462. H a v e  you kn o w n  b ribes  be in g  g iv en  to  p a r t ie s  to in d u ce  th em  n o t  to 
vo te  a t  all ?— I do n o t  know  o f  an y  in s tan ces  ; I h av e  h e a rd  o f  su ch  cases.

1463. Y o u  h av e  s ta te d  th a t  you do n o t  th in k  b r ib e ry  e x te n d s  to th e  b e t te r  
c lass o f  s h o p k e e p e r s ? — Yes.

1464. H a v e  you  n o t  s ta ted  th e re  was a  g r e a t  difference in th e  a m o u n t  of 
b r ibes  ten d e red ,  r u n n in g  from  30s. to 301, ?— Y es, th a t  was w ith  re sp ec t  to the 
election  o f  1826.

1465. W a s  th a t  difference in  th e  a m o u n t  o f  th e  b r ibes  ow ing to the  difference 
o f  the class o f  vo ters  b ribed , o r  th e  difference in  p o in t  o f  t im e  a t  which th e  b ribe  
was tendered  ?— B oth  c ircu m stan ces  w ould  o p e ra te  som ew hat,  b u t  p r in c ip a lly  
I should  say i t  was th e  time.

1466. N ow , w ith  re fe ren ce  to the  exe rc ise  of in t im id a t io n ,  I  th in k  you s ta ted  
th a t  a l th o u g h  the  b e t te r  class o f  s h o p k ee p e rs  were n o t  m uch  a t ta c k ed  in the  way 
o f  bribes, y e t  th a t  considerab le  in t im id a t io n  was exe rc ised  over th em  !— \  es, co n ­



siderable in tim idation  has  been  exe rc ised ;  I know  several of the m ost respectable 
shopkeepers  who would n o t  vote a t  all a t  the last election, fearing  to pre judice 
them selves  with th e i r  custom ers.

1467. Do you know  of any instance in which ac tua l th rea ts  have been  used 
before an election to d e te r  them  from voting  a t  all, or from voting on any p a r t i ­
cu la r  s id e ?— 1 know  of a gen tlem an  who called on a  shopkeeper ,  an d  a ttem pted  
to influence h im  ; b u t  i t  ce r ta in ly  th e re  had n o t  th a t  effect, for he was a wealthy 
shopkeeper ,  an d  a Q uaker ,  and  no c ircum stance would h av e  influenced his vote.

1468. D o  you know  ins tances  in  which custom  has been  actually w ithdraw n 
af te r  an election, in  consequence of the  m a n n e r  in which any  p ar ticu la r  v o te r  
voted ?— I  know o f  several ins tances  w h e re  ind iv iduals  have  been  th rea ten ed  
with the loss of custom  if  they  h ad  voted  in  a ce r ta in  way, an d  the accounts  were 
p a id  up af te r  they h ad  voted co n tra ry  to the  wishes of those persons.

1469. D oes an ap p reh en s io n  ex is t  in  the m inds  of a considerable n u m b er  o f  the 
shopkeepers  of Ipsw ich, th a t  i f  they  exercised  the ir  franchise in  a p ar ticu la r  
way, they  would suffer in  th e ir  business  in  consequence ?— T h a t  im pression exists  
to a g re a t  ex tent.

1470. W e re  those ins tances  you m en tioned  a t  th e  las t  election ?— Yes.
1471. F ro m  w hat class do they ap p reh en d  they  will suffer in  the ir  custom , if 

th ey  vote in a p a r t icu la r  way ?— T h e re  is a general im pression  in  Ipswich, and 
I  believe i t  is co r rec t  to a ce r ta in  e x te n t  (how far I can n o t  exactly  say), th a t  the 
T ory  party  a re  consolidating  an d  co n cen tra t in g  th e ir  pow er over the  tradesm en  of 
the  town to b r in g  it  to b ea r  up o n  the election. W ith o u t  absolutely  asse r t in g  
such is the fact, I can  tak e  up o n  m e to say there  is a gen e ra l  im pression  th a t  they  
are  doing it.

1472. I s  i t  by  the  p r inc ipa l  custom ers  in  the town, or in  the  coun try  a round  
th e  town ?— T h e  p r inc ipa l  cus tom ers  of the trad esm en  in  the  town, an d  the 
co u n try  for several miles round.

17 43. C an  you s ta te  any  fact to jus tify  th a t  im press ion  ?— O ne of ou r  witnesses, 
d u r in g  the  p re sen t  inquiry , has  sworn to the fact th a t  one of the candida tes told 
h im  th a t  th e  T ory  p a r ty  h ad  a r ran g e d  a  p lan  of exclusive dealing, and  the 
im press ion  has  gone forth  th a t  th a t  is true, an d  I have  been  to ld  repea ted ly  by 
persons  th a t  they do believe i t  to be true.

1474. Can you state, s ince the election has  tak en  place , in the  b eg in n in g  of 
J an u a ry ,  th a t  any  ins tances  of exclusive dealing have  tak en  p lace?— A g en t le ­
m an  in the sam e t rad e  as m yself  em ployed a bu tcher ,  who lived opposite  to his 
coun ting-house ,  an d  he  has vessels which th is  bu tcher supp lied  w ith  m ea t  ; this 
m an  voted on the m o rn in g  o f  the second day for M r.  M orrison  an d  M r.  W ason ; 
the g en tlem an  called in a day or two af te rw ards, an d  desired  th a t  his account 
should  be sen t  in ;  an d  he  has b ough t  n o th ing  fu r th e r  of him , and  w ould  not 
even  allow h im  to have coals or m alt  from his warehouse, b u t  told h im  he would 
have  no th in g  fu r th e r  to do with him. T h e  m an came to m y coun ting-house, an d  
told m e the fact, an d  ask ed  m e w hether  I  would have  any  objection to le t  h im  
have  coals an d  m alt,  say ing  th e  o ther p a r ty  had  d e te rm in ed  to ru in  him  i f  possi­
ble ; an d  he  asked  me w h e th e r  I  could, u n d er  those circum stances,  have  any  
objection to allow m y  capta in^  to buy o f  h im  som etim es, as  he  was fearful of 
be ing  ru in ed  in  consequence o f  the exerc ise  of his f ranchise  according to his 
inclinations.

1475. W a s  th a t  m an , who d e te rm in ed  to close the account, was he  s trongly  
in te rested  on th e  T o ry  side ?— Yes.

1476. W h ich  side do the  gen tlem en  an d  clergym en in the  ne ighbourhood of 
Ipsw ich  take  in  po li tics?— T h e  T o ry  side.

1477. H a v e  th ey  endeavoured  to influence the  votes of the  trad esm en  whom 
th ey  em ploy?— O ne clergym an I know, who has m ade h im self conspicuous a t  the 
elections, has  closed an account with a fr iend  o f  mine.

1478. A re  you aware whether, p revious to doing this, h e  in t im a ted  his in ­
ten tion  of doing  so, in the  even t  of your fr iend voting aga ins t  h im  ?— I am not 
aware of that.

1479. A re  you aw are how long  he  was in the h ab i t  o f  dea ling  with h im  p re ­
viously?— I am not aware of all the circum stances, bu t I believe ever since the 
gen tlem an  cam e in to  Suffolk ; he had  not been there  very long.



33

1480. Then, those two o f  the m any instances you can mention, are the onlv  
two you happen to recollect?— I could m ention other instances o f  exclusive  
dealing, and accounts closing1.

1481. Y ou h av e  no  d o u b t  m an y  in s tan ces  h a v e  e x i s t e d ? — I have  no doubt 
m an y  m o re  exis ted .

1482. D oes  a general belief  ex ist  in the minds o f  tradesmen, that i f  they vote  
in any particular manner, their conduct in voting is l ike ly  to be visited upon  
them in  the withdrawal o f  custom ?— Y e s ;  w hen  I w ent round canvassing I 
was told this repeatedly,— “ W e  were injured last time in  consequence o f  voting  
for Mr. Morrison and Mr. W ason, and they have not protected us by the ballot, 
and we do not think w e are called on to m ake the same sacrifice again for them  
that was the frequent reply that was made to m e when I was canvassing*.

1483. D o  you know whether the persons who gave that answer to you, voted  
at all at the last election, and whom they voted for ?— Several of them did not 
vote at all.

1484. In the course o f  your canvass, did you find voters who told you, “ W e are 
willing to vote for you, i f  a case o f  necessity arises, or we are sen t  for, but we  
would rather not be called upon to vote ,un less  it is  a case o f  n ecess ity?”— Many.

1485. In point o f  fact, did you call upon voters who made that answer to you, 
to come up and vote on the second day ?— I did, and was, at the time the poli 
closed, with two very respectable tradesmen in Ipswich, who placed them selves  
in my hands in this way ; one of them sent a message to me about n ine  or ten  
o’clock in the m orning of the second day, requesting to see m e ; I called, and  
he told me it would be very unpleasant for h im  and h is  friends to he called  
upon to vote, they wished not to vote ; but i f  at any time I could come to them  
and say we had reason to believe their votes would turn the election, they 
would not hesitate to come up and poll; they said, we will leave it  to you  
altogether, as a point o f  honour, but do not call upon us unless our votes are 
essential to carry the election ; i f  they are we will com e, but do not place us  
in the situation o f  offending our friends, i f  we m erely  swell the m in o r ity ;  and 
in consequence I waited with the gentlem en till the poll closed, and did not ask  
them to go and vote. Several more tradesmen acted on the same principle, and  
did not vote.

1486. In  most o f  the cases where custom is withdrawn, supposed to be in con ­
sequence o f  voting, has it been done without the party withdrawing the custom  
assigning any reason for it, but being totally silent ?— I think, generally speaking, 
the reason has not been assigned.

1491. W h en  a gentlem an has gone into the shop o f  a tradesman with whom  
he has been in the habit o f  dealing, and asked for his vote with an appearance 
o f great interest, is  not the effect upon that tradesman’s mind such as to induce  
him to believe that i f  he does not g ive  the vote, he runs great risk  o f  the loss 
of that gentleman’s custom, whether he holds out any direct threat or not ?—  
W ithout a doubt, and I have known instances in which it has produced that effect.

1492. H ave you not yourself people under your own influence in g iv ing  their 
votes ?— Yes.

1493. D id  you not make an application to the carter you m entioned because  
the carter was in your em ploym ent ?— I made the application to him  because 1 
happened accidentally to m eet him in the street.

1494. I f  you had not employed the carter, i f  you had m et him  accidentally in 
the street, would you have applied to him ?— Probably not.

1495. D id  you not exercise to a certain ex ten t an influence over him, as his 
employer ?— Doubtless.

149G. D id  you, in  m aking the application to him , indirectly express  or 
intimate to him the relation in which you and he stood towards each other ?— I 
do not believe 1 did; it was not necessary for me to do so ; I was a large employer  
of  his, and he felt the influence, I am persuaded, when I asked him.

1497. Y ou stated that in  1832 there was a great deal c f  political excitem ent  
in Ipswich, are there not some classes o f  tradesmen who are under the influence  
of  the gentry, and another class under the influence o f  the mass of the people ? 
— Yes,

1498. In times of political exotfement, do you not thinl> there is a class o f
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trad e sm en  who would be contro lled  b y  the  exercise  o f  what is  called public 
opinion in g iv ing  th e i r  vo tes  ?— I th in k  in  o u r  consti tuency  i t  would not have 
th a t  effect ; th ey  certa in ly  a re  in fluenced  by  public  op in ion  in  th e  sam e way 
as every  m an  is influenced to a  ce r ta in  e x te n t  by  th e  opinions of th e  persons 
around him .

1490. Can you not conceive the  case o f  a  conserva tive  tradesm an  b e ing  co n ­
tro lled  an d  in t im ida ted  by the  exercise of p o p u la r  fe e l in g ? — N o t  am ong  our 
constituency.

1500. A re  the re  m any  pub licans  in  Ipsw ich  ?— Yes, ab o u t  100.
1501. D o  they d ep en d  for th e ir  cus tom  up o n  the body o f  the  p e o p le ? — Yes, 

I  th in k  th ey  do.
1.502. I f  in  1832 m any  of th e  pub licans  h ad  voted in the  T o ry  in terest ,  do you 

no t th in k  they would have  suffered in ju ry  from i t ? — N o, for th is  reason  ; th e  c o r ­
pora tion , w ith  th e ir  funds and  places, have  always a  g re a t  power over a certa in  
class, or ce rta in  n u m b er  of the p oore r  class o f  the  com m unity , who would support  
such publicans.

1508. W ould  n o t  pub licans  in th e i r  in te re s t  have  lost some o f  th e ir  custom ers 
am ong  the  po p u la r  p a r ty  ?— I dare  say  th ey  would.

1504*. Does n o t  th e  po p u la r  p a r ty  exercise  a conti’ol on the  one side as well 
as the  corporation  on the  o ther,  an d  would n o t  the  ballo t  correc t bo th  ?— T h e  
ballot would undoub ted ly  co r rec t  both.

1505. I s  i t  no t desirable th a t  a trad e sm an  o f  conservative  p r inc ip les  should 
g ive h is  vote according to h is  consc ience?— B eyond  a doubt.

1506. A n d  i f  th e re  was an y  con tro l  exercised  over his vote a t  p re s e n t  by  reason 
of his cus tom ers  be ing  of re fo rm  princ ip les ,  the  ballo t  would co r rec t  th a t  control 
as well as  the  influence o f  th e  g en try  in  the  o th e r  ca ses?— Yes.

1507. D o  you th in k  the ballot would p ro te c t  p a r tie s  who were req u ired  by  the ir  
em ployers n o t  to vo te  a t  a ll?— I t  ce r ta in ly  would n o t  p ro tec t  them , because they 
would be seen en te r in g  the booth  ; for instance , I have several m en  whom I  em ­
ploy who are voters , an d  though  I d id  no t see th em  m yse lf  go  in , o th er  persons 
would inform  me.

1508. Suppose you m ade  i t  a condition  of the ir  rem a in in g  in  your em ploym ent 
th a t  they  should  n o t  vote a t  all, would th e  ballo t p ro te c t  th em  in  vo ting  ?— O f 
course i t  would not.

1509. B u t  would i t  no t r e s t r a in  your in terference, or th a t  of an y  o th e r  m aster ,  
to  the  sim ple case  o f  voting or n o t  v o t in g ?— Certainly.

1510. T h e n  would i t  no t red u ce  th e  m ischief  to o n e -h a l f?— Undoubtedly .
1511. I s  i t  n o t  the m isch ief  of p rev en tin g  m en  desirous o f  vo ting  on one side 

from n o t  vo t ing  a t  all, only o n e-h a lf  the  m isch ief  occasioned by  com pelling  m en 
to vote aga ins t  th e i r  consciences ?— Certainly.

1512. I s  th e re  any  feeling in favour of the ballo t g a in in g  g ro u n d  a t  Ipswich ?
■—T h e  even ts  a t  th e  las t  election I  would say have  m ater ia lly  s t ren g th en ed  the 
feeling in  favour of the ballot ; for instance, m any  o f  m y own p ar ticu la r  friends, 
who were here to fore  s trong ly  opposed to the ballot, have now declared  them selves 
converts  to the  ballot.

1513. D o  n o t  trad e sm en  feel them selves now exposed to inconveniences  from 
which the  ballot would relieve them  ?— Certain ly .

1514. In  re fe rr ing  to the  las t  election, do you m ean  the  in tim idation  th a t  was 
used, or the ex te n t  th a t  bribery  was p rac t ised  ?— Both.

1515. H a v e  they  become advocates for the ballo t p a r tly  from the  feeling th a t  
it  would check the  ex te n t  to which b ribery  has  been  com m itted  ?— Yes.

1516. W ith  a  view to the  general m orali ty  of the town ?— Yes, the  p u re  ex e r­
cise of the suffrages.

1517. W h o  g ran ts  publicans licences a t  Ipsw ich  ?— T h e  m agis tra tes .
1518. A re  they borough m ag is tra tes?— Yes.
1519. Connected  with the c o rp o ra t io n ?— A s the c h a r te r  is  cons ti tu ted ,  both 

p a r tie s  in th e  corporation  a re  m agistrates.
1520. D o  you believe the g ra n tin g  publicans licences is m ade use of for election 

purposes  ?— I do n o t  th in k  i t  is.
1521. I s  th a t  because there  a re  two parties, and th e  one p a r ty  would co u n te r ­

vail the  o ther ?— E x ac tly  so.



1522. I s  it w ith in  y o u r  e x p e r ien ce  th a t ,  in th e  course  o f  y o u r  canvass ,  a 
g r e a t  m an y  p erso n s  have  concealed  from th e  can v asse rs  an d  th e i r  n e ighbours  
w h a t  th e i r  in ten t io n s  were w ith  re sp ec t  to  th e i r  v o te  u p  to the  very  las t  pe r iod  of 
th e  poll !— 1 t h in k  m an y  have  done so.

1523. H a v e  they’ done so with  a view to the  p ro tec t io n  o f  th e i r  own in te re s ts  ? 
— .Many I have  kno w n  to do it  with a  view to p r e v e n t  the  ex e rc ise  o f  in t im i ­
dation .

1580. I s  th e re  a d ispos it ion  on th e  p a r t  o f  the  W h ig  o r  th e  T o ry  p a r ty  to 
e n te r  in to  an y  undertaking- a s  to exc lus ive  d e a l in g ? — I n e v e r  h e a rd  of it beyond 
w ha t  I h av e  sta ted .

1581. N o t a s  a  m ean s  of defence  ?— I have  not.
1 )82 .  Do you y o u rse lf  p re fe r  d ea lin g  w ith  those  who vote w ith  y o u ? — I will 

tell you w h a t  I have  done  s ince  th e  last e lec t io n ;  I h av e  em p lo y ed  as m y  t ra d e s ­
m en  two o r  th r e e  p e rso n s  s im p ly  from  the fact o f  th e i r  h a v in g  been  d ischarged  
by the  o th e r  p ar ty .

158.'}. D o  you th in k  you would be doing: a  r ig h t  thins: to w ith d raw  vo u r  custom ̂ o o o  v
from  a t rad esm an ,  with whom you h a d  dea lt  for som e years ,  an d  w ho h ad  g iven  
you no  cause  o f  d issa tisfaction , s im p ly  because  he voted  u p o n  th e  opposi te  side 
to you a t  th e  e lection  ?— I shou ld  not.

1584. W as  the  cus tom  w hich  you d is t r ib u te d  a f te r  the  tes t  e lec t ion  am o n g s t  
th e  t rad esm en  w ithd raw n  from  p e r s o n s  who vo ted  in  th e  opposi te  in te re s t  to 
y o u ? — I would n o t  say  th a t  i t  was w ith d raw n  a t  a l l ,  b u t  th a t  I e x te n d e d  it 
am o n g  th ese  ; I have  n o t  w i th d raw n  it, b u t  m e re ly  e x te n d e d  it  am o n g s t  those ,  in 
consequence  o f  th e i r  h a v in g  been  in ju re d  by  the  w ithdraw al of cu s to m  by the 
opposite  p a r ty .

1585. T h e n ,  in s tead  o f  em p lo y in g  one, vou have  em ployed  four o r  five ?—  
Yes. (p p .  80, 84— 87.)

M r.  J a m e s  H u d s o n .

2250. I s  th e re  any  sys tem  o f  exc lus ive  d ea lin g  r e s o r te d  to by e i th e r  p a r ty  in 
th e  town of L e ic e s te r?— \  es, th e re  is a g r e a t  dea l o f  ve ry  b ad  feeling  a f te r  an 
election.

225 7 .  I s  th e re  an y  on th e  p a r t  of w o rk m e n  a n d  peop le  in  th a t  c lass of life ? 
— T h a t  d ep en d s  upon  how th e  s ta te  o f  t rad e  i s ;  i f  t r a d e  is very  good, we a re  
an x io u s  to p lease  o u r  m en , a n d  do not co n te n d  th e  p o in t  w ith  th em  ; i f  t r a d e  is 
bad, a m an  does n o t  d a re  vote ag a in s t  th e  w ishes of h is  m a s te r ;  m an y  of them  
a re  told, i f  you do n o t  vote for m e, I will t a k e  y o u r  f ram es  from  y o u ;  b u t  that  
is g en e ra l ly  m et,  as  th e re  is a co n s id e rab le  p o r t io n  o f  m a n u fa c tu re rs  on both  sides. 
I n  1S32, th e re  w ere  a g r e a t  n u m b e r  o f  f ram es  c h a n g ed  hands .  I n  1S32, i t  was 
said, i f  you do no t vote  for us ,  we will tu rn  you off; th a t  b ro u g h t  forw ard th e  
opponen ts ,  th a t  w ork  w ould  be g iv en  to any  e x te n t  to m en who lost th e i r  w ork  bv 
th e i r  vote.

2 2 jS .  D id  th a t  cause  a n y  ill fee l ing  be tw een  the  m a s te r s  an d  the  w o rk m e n  as 
a class i — N o  ; th is  year  t ra d e  has  been  very  good, a n d  it was ab o u t  as  m u ch  o u r  
in te re s t  to p lease  o u r  m en , as  o u r  m en  to p lease  us.

2259. T h e  las t  e lection  th ey  voted p re t ty  m u ch  as  they  p leased  }. — Y es, they 
d id  so, with th is  difference, th a t  on the  one p a r t  th e re  w ere  open  houses  the  whole 
of the time, on the o th e r  the re  w ere  not,  an d  th e  m en  r a th e r  chose  to go w here  
th ey  would g e t  p len ty  o f  e a t in g  a n d  d r in k in g .

2260. W h e n  t ra d e  is good, is th e re  an y  in fluence ex e rc ised  by m en  over  the 
tradespeop le  who su p p ly  them  ?— N o ;  th e re  a re  a n u m b e r  o f  re ta il  sh o p k eep ers  
decline to  vote  a l to g e th e r ;  th ey  do n o t  vote, because  they  k n o w  they  shall lose 
som e of the ir  cu s to m ers  if  they  do ; the  e lec tion  is followed by a  v e ry  ill feeling.

2261. C ustom ers  o f  w ha t  class ?— I  h e a rd  a  co n versa t ion  w ith  a  lady, an d  she 
s»aid, “ \ \  e should  no t th in k  now o f  d e a l in g  w ith  a m a n  who vo ted  ag a in s t  us ;” 
it  is  a feeling which is now in c re a s in g  very  m uch.

"2262. Do you find p e rso n s  k e e p in g  the  sm all p rov is ion  shops u n d e r  an y  influ­
ence ; p e rso n s  n o t  d ea lin g  w ith  th e  h ig h e r  classes ?— N o.

2263. D o  n o t  you find th e m  u n d e r  ob ligation  to the  lower c lasses?— N o, the  
obligation  is the o th e r  way ; they  m ak e  advances  to ou r  w orkm en  on th e i r  wages;



th ey  are  generally  in deb t to th e  sh o p k ee p e rs ;  they  consider th a t  they keep  
p re t ty  s t ra ig h t  i f  they  pay on the  S a tu rd ay  n ig h t  for w ha t  they  have  h ad  d u r in g  
the  week, and thev consider them selves  en ti t led  to ' credit for an o th e r  week, 
(p. 127.)

M r. '  T h o m a s  E d g w o r t i i .'

3077. Y o u  are a solicitor a t  W re x h a m , in D enb ighsh ire  ?— I am.
3078. H ave  you h a d  a know ledge of the  elections for th e  D enb igh  county , and 

also the elections for a d is t r ic t  o f  boroughs in  D en b ig h sh ire?— F o r  the boroughs, 
as far as  reg ard s  W re x h a m  a n d  H o lt .

3079. W h a t  a re  the b o ro u g h s?— T h e  boroughs were D enbigh , R u th in  and 
H o l t  ; an d  u n d e r  the Reform  Act, W rex h am , added  to those th ree  boroughs.

3080. Does your knowledge ex ten d  to the two elections since the  R eform  Act 
p assed?— Yes.

3081. W a s  th e re  an y  con tes t  in the las t  election, and also a t  the p reced ing  
election ?— T h ere  was both times,

3091. A re  you a c q u a in te d  w ith  an y  in s tan ce s  o f  in f luence  ex e rc ised  o ver  
th e  e lec to rs ,  to  in d u c e  th em  to  v o te  ag a in s t  th e i r  ow n p re fe re n c e ? — Y e s ,  I am  
a c q u a in te d  w i th  m an y .  3098. T h e r e  is a case  th a t  m a d e  v e ry  g r e a t  ta lk  a t  
th e  t im e  ; th e  m an  k e p t  a  pub lic -house  in th e  to w n ,  an d  w o rk e d  as a j o u r n e y ­
m an  s a d d le r  w i th  a  person  w ho has th e  la rg e s t  c o n c e rn  o f  th a t  k ind  in 
W r e x h a m ,  an d  w orks fo r  m ost  o f  th e  families in th e  n e ig h b o u rh o o d  ; he  had  
p ro m ised  M r. M a d o e k s ,  an d  he  ca m e  to m e a  few7 d ay s  be fo re  th e  polling , in a  
v e ry  e x c i te d  s ta te  ; he  sa id ,  “  I am  af ra id  I shall com e to h a rm  th ro u g h  voting  
“  fo r  M r.  M ad o c k s  ;”  1 sa id ,  “  I hope  n o t :  w h a t  is t h e  m a t t e r ? ’' “ W h y ,  m y 
“  m is tress  lias j u s t  s e n t  fo r  m e  to  say, t h a t  i f  I v o te  for M r.  M ad o ck s  she will 
“  g ive  m e th e  b ag ,” m ean in g  th e re b y  th a t  she  w ould  d isch a rg e  h im  from 
em p lo y m en t.  “  O h  !” I  sa id ,  “ she  will n e v e r  do  th a t  he  sa id ,  “  I am  afra id  
“  she  will ; I h a v e  w o rk e d  for h e r  25 yea rs  too an d  he  seem ed  v e ry  m u ch  
e x c i te d  : I sa id ,  “  W ell ,  w h a t  do  you  m ean  to  do ?” “  D o ,”  he  said  : “  I will 
“  vote fo r  M r.  M ad o c k s ,  i f  I go to the  p a r ish ,”  a n d  he  t h r e w  his h a t  upon  the 
tab le  in g r e a t  ex c i te m e n t .  H e  p e rs is ted  in vo ting  fo r  M r .  M ad o c k s ,  a n d  he 
w as  d isc h a rg e d  f ro m  his w o rk ,  an d  h e  has now  se t  u p  a small p lace  fo r h im se lf ;  
h e  k e e p s  a  p u b l ic -h o u se ,  an d  a  s u p p e r  w as  g iven a t  his house  by som e o f  those  
t h a t  th o u g h t  w i th  h im , as a s o r t  o f  reco m p en se .  T h e r e  w a s  a  s tone-m ason 
w ho h ad  p rom ised  his v o te  fo r  M r. M a d o c k s ;  I passed  his y a rd ,  a n d  in conse­
q u e n c e  oi w h a t  I  h e a r d ,  I  w e n t  to h im , an d  I  sa id ,  “  W a s  h e  going to vote 
“  fo r  M r.  Wilson J o n e s ?  h e  sa id  he  w a s ;  I said, “ W h a t  is th e  reason  o f  
“  t h a t ,  a f t e r  p rom is ing  M r .  M ad o c k s  ?”— “  W ell ,”  he  sa id ,  “  a  lad y  in th e  
“  n e ig h b o u rh o o d ,” w hom  he  m en t io n ed ,  “  has ca lled  u p o n  m e ,  an d  sa id  th a t  
“  I shall n o t  do  a n y  m o re  w o rk  fo r  h e r  i f  I  do n o t  vo te  fo r  M r .  Jo n e s ,  an d  I 
“  h av e  done  a  g r e a t  d ea l ,  an d  1 e x p e c t  to  do  m o re ,  a n d  I c a n n o t  Ipse m y  
“  l iv ing .” 3099. T h e r e  w as  a n o th e r  perso n  w h o  w as very  w a rm  fo r  Mr. 
M ad o c k s  in th e  ea r ly  p a r t  o f  the  can v ass ,  so m u ch  so th a t  a  re la t ion  o f  his, au 
old m an , having  p rev ious ly  p rom ised  M r.  W ilson Jo n e s ,  an d  w ho seem ed  v e ry  
s te a d y  in his d e te rm in a t io n  to  k e e p  his p ro m ise— his n e p h e w ,  w h o  is th e  
e le c to r  I am  s p e a k in g  o f  n ow , said he w a s  s u re  t h a t  his u n c le  had  n o t  u n d e r ­
s tood  th e  m a t t e r  en t i re ly ,  b ecau se  he k n e w  th a t  his po li tica l  p r inc ip les  w ere  
fa v o u rab le  to  M r .  M ad o c k s ,  an d  th a t  he w ould  t a k e  c a r e  to  exp la in  how  the  
m a t t e r  s tood , an d  lie w as su re  th a t  he  w ould  th e n  vote fo r  M r .  M ad o c k s .  T h is  
e le c to r  h im se l f  w a s  s e n t  fo r  u p  to one o f  the  inns, a  sh o r t  t im e  p rev ious  to  the  
e lec t io n ,  an d  a g en tlem an  fo r  w hom  he h ad  d one  a good d ea l  o f  w o rk ,  p ressed  
him  very  m u ch  to vote  fo r  M r .  W ilson J o n e s  ; in fac t  th e r e  w e re  tw o  o r  th re e  
th e r e  w hose n am es  w e re  m en tio n ed  ; o n e  o f  th em  w as v e ry  w a rm ,  an d  said 
t h a t  if he  d id  n o t  vo te  for M r .  Wilson Jo n e s ,  he  should  n e v e r  se t  his foot on his 
p re m ise s  aga in  ; an d  the  e lec to r  told m e a f te rw a rd s  th a t  a  re la t ion  o f  his is a 
t e n a n t  o f  th is  g en t le m a n ,  an d  w ished to be  allow ed som e d ra in in g  tiles from 
his lan d lo rd  ; his lan d lo rd  said he  should  n o t  h av e  th em  w ith o u t  he  voted  for 
M r .  Wilson J o n e s ;  he  d id  vo te  fo r  M r .  W ilson J o n e s ,  b u t  his unc le  whom  
he  had  p re v a i le d  u p o n ,  an d  to w hom  he  h a d  ta k e n  so m u ch  pains to exp la in  
M r.  M a d o c k s ’s po li tica l  p r in c ip le s ,  vo ted  fo r M r.  M ad o c k s .  T h is  in te r fe ren c e



V

o f  t he neighbouring  gentry  caused  m any o f  the e lectors  not to vote ail ; though  
t . iey  had promised to vote  for Mr. M a d o ck s ,  they  would not g o  so far to break  
their w ords and vote  against h im , but they w ere  afraid to vote  for him ; I 
h ave several instances o f  th a t;  one, an old man, k e p t  out o f  the w ay the first 
day ; the second  day lie was seen  at a d istance by som e one, and a regular  
chase was com m enced  after  h im ; som e o f  the tow nsm en thought t l ie y 'h a d  
sufficient influence to bring him up to vote  i f  they  could  d iscover  him ; 
h o w ev er ,  he could not be found a n y w h e r e ;  I m y s e lf  jo in e d  in the search for  
hini. I m et him shortly afterw ards, and ascerta ined  w hy he did not vo te ;  he  
said that so many ot his custom ers in the neighbourhood had requested  him to 
vote  for Mr. W ilson Jones ,  that h e  was afraid to v o te  for Mr. M a d o ck s .  
3100 . T h ere  was another person, a sh o p k eep er  in the to w n , he certain ly  did

• vote , but he said he did it at a  v ery  great risk , for he had been called upon  
by so m any of the n eighbouring  gen try ,  w ho w ere  all good custom ers ; that lie 
had been harassed very m uch indeed about it. T h e y  had-argued w ith  him in 
this w ay : “  Y ou are going  to vote  against our interests ,  and w e  su pp ort  you ,  

and w e  do not see  w hy you should not support 11s ;”  and he told m e that one  
in particular, w hose nam e was m ention ed , had ceased  to com e to his shop  
s in ce  he had voted  ; I have  been told o f  that by other e lec tors ,  th at  gentlem en  
111 the neighbourhood w h o had previously  d ea lt  w'itli them , had ceased  to do so 
s ince  the election. I k now  tw o instances besides  th e  one I  have  now  m en ­
tioned , o f  tw o different g en tlem en  in the neighbourhood and tw o different  
tradesm en, and the expression  m ade use  o f  by the tradesm en w as,  u I am  
afraid I have lost M r. So-and-so’s custom, for lie has not been in th e  shop  
s in ce  the e lec t io n .  1 here w as  another voter whom  I  a lw ays  looked upon as a 
man o f  d ec id ed  po lit ica l p rincip les ,  a m an  o f  respectab le  business, a lways  
exp ressed  h im se lf  strongly upon political questions, and w h en  he was can ­
vassed , he d ec lin ed  prom ising his v o te  to Mr. M a d o ck s ,  w h ich  1 w as  very  
m uch surprised a t ;  h o w ev er ,  he reso lute ly  refused  to prom ise, and eventually  
voted  for Mr. W ilson J o n e s ;  I asked him after the e lec t ion  was over  w h y  it 
so happenned  ; he sa id , “  I was so s ituated  that I w as ob liged  to sacrifice m}' 
I w ishes to  the w ants  o f  m y  fam ily.”  I said to him , “  H a d  any th ing  been  

said to you ?” I m entioned  a g en t lem a n ’s n am e w hom  he a lluded  to, and  
sa id , D id  he say any th ing  to  you  ?” he sa id ,  «  N o ,  but suffic ient h ints have  
^ been given^to m e ,  and I k n ew  w h at the con seq u en ce  w ould  be i f  I did  
“  o th erw ise .” N o w  very recen tly  an association has been formed in the tow n  
for the purpose o f  reg ister in g , and small subscriptions o f  about 5s.  a -p iece  
have been g iven  by d ifferent tradesm en ; this person  has g iven  more than any  
o f  them, but he has g iven  it as an auonym ous d o n a t io n ;  he told m e that he  
did not dare to le t  his nam e be seen  to such  a thing.

3101. B u t  he told  yo u  h im self  that he w as  th e  anonym ous donor?— Y e s ,  I 
rece ived  it through the m edium  o f  a third person , and I said to him a short  
tim e afterw ards, “  I think I  rece iv ed  a sum o f  m oney on your a c c o u n t .” 

\  e s ,  ’ he said, “  you  d id ,  but i t  m ust n o t  be k now n that I g ave  i t . ’' (pp .  
1 SO — 183.)

Mr. J a m e s  L u n n .

319 4 .  \ o u  are a resident at R ipon, I b elieve ?—-Y es.
3195. \ l  hat is your  profession or business there?— A  grocer.
3196 . H a v e  you  had e x p er ie n c e  o f  the last tw o  e lec t io n s  at the tow n o f  

K ip o n r— Y es, I w as  en gaged  in them  both,
33G1. W ith regard to sh opk eepers  in K ipon, are you  acquain ted  with any  

case 111 w hich sh opk eepers  have  susta ined  loss o f  custom  from any quarter , in 
consequence ot their h av in g  voted  in 1 8 3 2 ? — I m ust sp eak  o f  m y se lf ;  to  
speak 011 my ow n acco u n t ,  w e  d id  sustain  lo ss ;  M r . ------------------ was* a great
t r i e n d  o f - — ■-----------------------jie vvas a  v e r y  g00(j fr jeilc|  0 f  olllSj b llt  w | ien
t ie e lection  tor 1832 took p la ce ,  he im m edia te ly  withdrew' his accoun t ; up to 
that time he was a very  good custom er.

33G2. M ere you em ployed  in th e  register  o f  voters at R ipon in 1833? —D o  
j o u  mean in the barrister's court?

3303. A cs .— I sat there ev ery  day.



33G4. Y ou w e ie  e m p lo y ed ?— N o, I  was n o t  e m p lo y e d ;  b u t  I  h a p p e n e d  to 
be on th e  co m m itte e ,  a n d  I w as re q u e s te d  to go there .

33G5. You a c te d ,  h o w e v e r ,  as a so lic ito r in op p o s in g  th e  votes o f  th o se  w ho 
w e re  su p p o sed  to be in th e  C o n se rv a tiv e  i n t e r e s t ? — Yes.

33GG. Y o u  a c te d  g ra tu i to u s ly ? — Yes.
33G7. B e in g  a  m e m b e r  o f  a  co m m it te e  fo rm ed  fo r  t h a t  p u rp o s e ? — Yes.
3308. W a s  th is  w i th d ra w in g  o f  c u s to m  p r e c e d e d  b y  a n y  no tif ica tion  to  you 

th a t  i f  you  ac te d  in a  c e r ta in  w ay th e  cus tom  w ould  be  w i th d ra w n  ?— N o t â t  all.
3GG9. O r  th a t  it  had  been  w i th d ra w n  in c o n se q u en ce  o f  ÿ o ù r  t a k in g  a  c e r ­

ta in  po litica l p a r t  ?— I t  was w i th d ra w n  w ith o u t  g iv ing  an y  icason .
3370. T o  w hom  w as th e  cu s to m  t r a n s f e r r e d  ?— T o  sh o p k e e p e rs  o f  th e  o p p o ­

site  in te re s t ,  of course .
3371. D o  you  k n o w  th e i r  n a m e s ? — I d a r e  say it  w as a good d ea l  d iv id ed

a l t e r  i t  w as  ta k e n  from  us. M r . ---------- u sed  to pay  us ab o u t  a  h u n d re d  a  y ea r ,
I d a r e  say .

3372. I t  se ldom  o cc u rs  in th e se  cases  t h a t  th e re  is an y  p re v io u s  th r e a t ,  or 
l eason  ass igned  a f te i  w a u l s ,  t h a t  th e  cu s to m  has b een  w i th d ra w n  in consequence  
o f  th e  po li tica l  p a r t  a person  has t a k e n  !— It  w as t a k e n  a w a y  w i th o u t  g iv ing  
a n y  reaso n ,  in m y  case ,  a n d  I should  th in k  in o th e r  cases.

3373. C an  you give m e  th e  nam es o f  a n y  p erso n s  M r . ----------. has  em ployed
s in ce  h e  le f t  you ?— T h e r e  is M r . ----------a n d  M r . ------------ and  M r.   -----------

3374. H e  has t r a n s f e r r e d  his cus tom  to th em  ?— Yes.
3375. H o w  long h av e  you b e e n  a g ro c e r  !— N in e  years .
3370. Is  th is  th e  f irs t  occasion  on w h ich  you vo ted  on th a t  s ide  o f  the  q u e s ­

tion  ?— I had  n o  vote till t h e  pass ing  o f  th e  R efo rm  Bill ; th e  v o t in g  w as  c o n ­
fined to b u rg a g e  ten em e n ts .

3377. H a v e  y o u  h a d  a n  access ion  o f  cus tom  from  o th e r  q u a r t e r s — Yes.
3378. W e re  th e r e  an y  o th e r  a c co u n ts  t h a t  you  lost ?— Y es,  w e lost I ) r . -------'s.
3379. W a s  th a t  a va luab le  cus tom  to you  ?— Y es, i t  was a very  good accoun t.
3380. P ro b a b ly  this disposition to  d ea l  w i th  p a r t ie s  o f  th e  sam e politica l 

opinions w i th  th e  c u s to m e r  p re v a i led  on both sides, both on the  p o p u la r  and  the  
a n t i -p o p u la r  s ide  ?— V e ry  likely  it  m igh t.

3381. Y ou th in k  it d id ?— I th in k  it very  l ik e ly ;  th e re  was a g r e a t  dea l  o f  
bad  feeling  a t  th e  t im e .

33S2. H a d  an y  o f  th e  perso n s  w ho h av e  t r a n s fe r re d  th e ir  a c co u n ts  to you 
s ince  th e  e lec tion  o f  1832, been in the  hab it  o f  dea ling  prev iously  w ith  t r a d e s ­
m en  in th e  opposite  politica l i n t e r e s t ;  you  w e re  u n d ers to o d  to  say th a t  ce r ta in  
p a r t ie s  had  t r a n s fe r re d  t h e i r  acco u n ts  to y ou ?— I  w as  a sk e d  w h e th e r  w e had 
a c q u ire d  any  fresh  cus tom ers ,  an d  I said w e had.

3383. N o w  had  an y  o f  these  fresh  cu s to m ers  been  in th e  h ab i t ,  p rev iously ,  
o f  d ea l in g  w ith  p a r t ie s  in the  opposite  po li tica l  in te re s t  to yo u rse lf?— I should 
th ink  th ey  had .

3384. T h e r e fo r e  th is  p ra c t ic e  p reva i led  on b o th  s id es?— Y es,  1 believe i t  d id .  
(p p .  1 9 0 ,1 9 7 ,  198.)

M r .  W i l l i a m  C r a v e n .

3422. Y o u  a r e  a so lic itor a t  H a lifax  1 be lieve?— Yes,
3423. A n d  c le r k  to  th e  m a g is t ra te s?— Yes.
3424. Y ou h av e  a p a r tn e r  w ho ta k e s  th e  opposite  side o f  the q u es t io n ,  have 

you n o t ? — Yes.
3425. W h a t  is the  n am e  o f  th a t  p a r tn e r ? — Stausfie ld .
3420. Y o u  w e re  upon th e  co m m ittee  o f  th e  B lue  in te re s t ,  I believe , a t  the 

las t  tw o  elec tions a t  H a lifax  ?— Yes.
3427. You d id  no t com e u p  on p u rp o se  for this occas ion ,  and  h ave  not, it  is 

fe a re d ,  ve ry  p e r fe c t  in form ation  as to th e  n u m b e r  o f  vo ters  an d  in h ab i tan ts  ?— 
Í  d a re  say Í  could tell w ith in  a few.

3128. C an  you  tell how  m any vo ters  w e re  on th e  re g is te r  in 1832?— From  
500 to  520.

3429. A nd  in 1835 ?— A b o u t  G10.
34GG. H ad  you  occasion in the  course  o f  th e  e lec tion  ( o f  1832,) to canvass 

any  perso n s?— Yes.

38
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3107. D u r in g  the polling d a y s? — N o , I  do  not think I  d id ;  I t h i n k !  was at 
one o f  the booths as a ch eck  clerk.

3408. H ow  long before the nomination day was it that you  canvassed  r— I 
canvassed  up to th e  tim e o f  the nom ination . I  w as  m erely  actually  not ca n ­
vassing w hen I  w as  in the booths.

3409. T h e  fee l in g  am ong th e  labouring c lasses  was very  strongly  on th e  one  
s ide  and against the B lu e  interest?— It  w as.

3470. In  the course  o f  your canvass did you  find an y  voters w h o  w ere  in ­
fluenced  by fear o f  that?— Ves.

3471. W h a t class o f  persons espec ia lly  d id  you  find su b jec t  to that influ­
ence?— B eer-shop  k eep ers  and small shopkeepers.

3472. D id  they  g iv e  you  any reason for  not votiu g  for th e  B lu es  ?— I have  
no doubt there  w ere  several o f  th em ; I  can  reco llect  on e  iu particular, who  
stated  he should be very  glad, but he really  dared not, for he should h a v e  some  
injury com m itted  upon him.

3473. D id  you hear from any voters that the low er classes ca m e to them  and  
told them  i f  they  did not v o te  for their can d id ates  th ey  w ou ld  refrain from 
co m in g  to their houses?— I do not reco llec t  that at th e  first e lec tion .

3474 . D o  you  m ean, you  do not rem em ber an instance o f  that k ind  com ing  
within your k n o w led g e ,  or that you  d id  not hear o f  such  a  th ing?— I heard o f  
su ch  a th ing a t  the first e lec t ion ,  but I d id  not hear it from an y  o f  the parties  
them selves.

3475. D id  you  hear it from parties w ho in d u ced  you to b e lieve  U n ­
ce r ta in ly .

3470. H o w  did the beer-shop k eep ers  and small provision k eep ers  iu general  
vote  upon that occasion?— W ith  very  fe w  ex c ep t io n s ,  in favour o f  M r. S tock s  
or Mr. Briggs.

3177. Y ou  are o f  opinion, from your k n o w led g e  o f  those persons, th at  there  
w ere  a  considerable  portion o f  them  w ho voted  for Mr. S to ck s  and Mr. B riggs ,

„ in co n seq u en ce  o f  the fear o f  losing custom , and not in con seq u en ce  o f  their  
political opinions ?— Certainly.

3478. W ere  there any o f  these  beer-shop k eep ers  or small tradesmen who  
actually  lost the custom  o f  th e  w orking classes in co n seq u en ce  o f  the votes  
w hich they had g iven  a t  the e lec t ion  o f  1S32?— N o t that I  k n o w  of.

3479. H a v e  you  heard o f  any such  instances?— I th ink  there have been  in ­
stan ces,  but at th e  m om ent I cannot re co llec t  the parties,  and 1 should like to  
recollect them before I  stated  it.

3480. W as there  any resolution a d o p ted  and prom ulgated  by the w orking  
classes, or small shopkeepers,  w ith  re feren ce  to confin ing their  dealiugs to those  
who supported  their interest ?— N o t a t  that e lection .

3481. D id  you  in the course  o f  your canvass at the last  e lec t ion  hear that  
they had been injured by voting  for Mr. W ortley  at th e  last e lec t ion  ?— I  have  
no doubt o f  it.

3182. W ere  those persons from w hom  you  have  heard that, small sh opk eepers ,  
or in that class o f  life ?— T h e y  w e r e  small shopkeepers.

3483. In  the year  1835, w e r e  the labouring classes still,  w ith  som e e x c e p ­
tion s ,in  the Y e llow  interest that is opposed  to Mr. W ortley  ?— Y es, but u o t s o  
strongly as on th e  former occasion.

348 K W ho w ere  the cand idates  in 1 8 3 5 ? — Mr. Wrood , Mr. W ortley , and  
Mr. Prothero.

3185. Mr. W ood aud Mr. Prothero  being  in th e  Y ellow 'in terest  ?— Yes.
3486. N o w  before the nomination day in 1835 , w a s  there any public  m eet in g  

called by advertisem ent, p lacard, or o th erw ise?— T h ere  w as a  m eetin g  o f  the 
non-voters express ly  called  to support the in terest  o f  their party.

3187. T h e  Y e llow  party.’— T h e  Y ellow  party.
3488. D o  you happen to k now  w h eth er  there w ere m eetin gs  o f  that des­

cription called, not only in H alifax , but also in the o th er  townships iu  the pa 
risk I— N o , I do not.

3189. D o  you rem em ber such a m eetin g  b e ing  c a l l e i  in the tow nship  o f  
Oven don ?— N o, 1 do not.
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3490. ‘W here w ere  they to m e e t? — T h e y  m et, I  b elieve, at the Lancastrian  
school-room ; it w as at a school-room, 1 recollect.

3491. W hat m eeting  are you now  speaking o f?— A m eetin g  o f  the non­
electors.

3492. P revious to the e lection  o f  1835 ?— Yes.
3493. D o  you remember a m eeting  being called by placard to m eet  on the 

nomination day before the M useum  ?— Yes, there was a placard issued a  day  
or two before the e lection , stating th at  non-electors would m eet  in Harrison-  
lane, and from thence would go to the place o f  nomination.

3494. Is Harrison-lane where the Lancastrian school-room is? — N o ,  it is 
n o t ;  they are tw o distinct meetings.

3495. T h e  m eeting  o f  which you  spoke at th e  Lancastrian school, was a 
m eetin g  o f  the non-voters, to discuss w ho they should support?— Yes.

3496. B ut the m eetin g  to w hich  your attention is called was one to b e h e ld  
in the open air, and to proceed to Harrison-lane, and from th en ce  to the p lace  
o f  nomination?— Y es.

3497. Is  that an open space in the town ?— Y es.
3498. In consequence o f  that placard, did large bodies o f  non-voter» com e  

from several townships in the parish with  bands and flags?— 1 believe there  
w ere  ; I  did n ot  see  them  m yself , but I  believe there w ere  la rg t  bodies.

3499. W as it  not notorious ?— It  was notorious that large num bers did as­
sem ble ; there w ere  not so many there  as w ere  ex p ec ted ,  but they jo in ed  them  
in their w ay to the p lace o f  nomination.

3500. D id  you attend the nomination?— I  did.
3501. D id  they go to  the nomination in that array ?— Y e s ,  I  saw there a large  

flag, with “ N o n -e lec to r s” upon it.
3502. T hose  words w ere  upon the flag ?— Yres.
3503. In  w hat numbers did they  attend th e  nomination, do you think ; w hat  

proportion did the non-electors com ing from a distance bear to the multitude  
o f  persons who cam e from the borough itself?— I should think there must have  
been three or four to one o f  the non-electors ; that is, there w ere three or 
four to one residing out o f  the borough, as com pared with those residing iu 
the borough.

3504. W ere  the labouring classes within the borough more divided ; that is, 
more favourable to the B lu e  interest than the mass o f  the labouring classes  
throughout the parish ?— Certainly.

3505. A t the nomination in 1835, w ere the proceedings interrupted ?— T hey  
w ere ,  but not to that ex ten t  that they w ere  interrupted before.

3506. Did they allow th e  proposer or seconder o f  Mr. W ortley , or Mr. 
W ortley h im self to be heard ?— V ery  imperfectly.

3507. Had you the means o f  observing w hether those interruptions cam e  
principally from the inhabitants o f  the tow n, or from the persons who had so 
marched in !— From the persons w ho had marched in.

3508. D id  you  remain to the end o f  the proceedings a t  the nomination ?—  
Y es.

3509. T h e  nomination w as held in the P ie c e  H all,  w as  it  no t?— Yes.
3510. T hat is the woollen market ?— T h e  m arket for woollen goods.
3519. N o w  did these bodies o f  persons attend also upon the days o f  the  

polling ?— Yes.
3520. In considerable num bers?— In v e iy  great numbers.
3521. D u r in g  the first day , Mr. Wood and Mr. Protliero w ere  at the head o f  

the poll, w ere they not ?— Yes.
3522. Mr. W ortley was a few  votes behind ?— A bout 12 or 13 votes behind  

Mr. Prothero.
3523. W as there any disturbance that night ?— I th ink  not that night.
3524. After the close o f  the poll on the first d ay ,  w ere  you one o f  those 

who exam ined into the numbers o f  the remaining voters ?— Ÿ es.
3525. D id  you , upon that exam ination, find that there w as  enough to g ive  a 

considerable majority o f  promised voters for Mr. W o rt le y ? — Y e s ;  when I 
say a considerable majority, it was about 10, which w e  thought considerable.
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3520. T h e re  w ere  not above 100 voters left unpolled ?— A bout 100
3527. Can you g ive  any reason to r so  large a num ber o f  Mr. W ortlcy’s voters  

having  refrained from votin g  on the first day ?— T h e r e  w ere  several declined  
to com e u p , in the hope that w e  m ight do w ithout th em , and who would rather  
not vote than vote.

3528. O n what ground ?— O n  a cco u n t  o f  their custom ers.
3529. In w h at class ?— A m ong th e  low er  orders, and from the parish.
3530. W h at description o f  tradesmen principally  .'— Sm all sh opk eeps .
3531. Is  H alifax  a  very  considerable m arket ?— A  very  large on e  ind eed .
3532. A n d  do a great num ber o f  persons com e in from th e  parish on m arket  

days ?— V ery great numbers.
3533. And do those persons d ea l  w ith  the small sh opk eepers  in H alifax  !—  

T h e y  do.
3534. Yon say you  w ere  present at the nomination ; do you  rem em ber hear­

ing  at the hustings, any th ing said about ex c lu s iv e  dea ling  ; did you  hear the  
proposer or second er  o f  Mr. W ood say any th ing  o f  that k ind?— Y es, 1 reco l­
le c t  M r . -----------m aking  an observation , th e  bearing o f  w h ich  w as, th a t  i f  the
B lu es  had th e  w ealth  and respectab ility  o f  th e  p lace w ith  them , h e  hoped that  
th e  non-electors would  show  them  that they had also their  m oney to sp en d ,  
and that they  had a d eg ree  o f  influence they  m ight ex e rc ise  as well.

3535. D id  not the Y e llo w  party com plain  o f  intimidation h av in g  been used  
by the B lues?— T here  was som eth ing  said ab out it.

" 3530. A nd the B lues  com pla ined  o f  intim idation  used  by the Y ellow s .’- - Y e s .
3537. T h e r e  was m utual recrim ination ?— Yes.
3538. In co n seq u en ce  o f  w h ich  w ere  these  expressions used by Mr. ----------

on the hustings ?— 1 h a v e  110 doubt about it. (pp . 199, 2 0 1 ,  203 .)

Mr. J a m e s  G i l b e r t .

4101. W i i k r e  do  y o u  r e s id e  ?— A t  B i rm in g h a m .
4102. W h at are you  ?— I am a l icensed  v ictualler  and w ine  m erchant.
1103. D id  you  take  a part in th e  last e lection  for the borough o f  B irm ing­

ham ?— Y e s ,  and I canvassed  for Richard Spooner, esq.
4101. W as any ex ten s iv e  system  o f  intim idation in p ract ice  at that election  

am ong the low er  classes o f  non-e lectors ,  by w hich  th e  vo tes  o f  a considerab le  
num ber o f  e lectors  w ere  influenced  ?— Y e s ,  there was.

4105 . Can you  g iv e  any instance that ca m e w ith in  your ow n k n o w le d g e  ? —
I can in on e  instance state , that a  person o f  th e  n am e o f ---------- had prom ised,
and w hen  I called  on him to vo te ,  he said h e  was n o t  aw are  how the tow n was  
s ituate ,  or he should not have prom ised m e ; but that his custom ers had waited  
upon h im , and he found that i f  h e  voted  for Mr. Spooner , he should be ruined.  

4100. W hat trade w as he ?— H e  w as a v ictualler .
4107. W as his district principally am ong the lo w er  classes o f  non-e lectors?—  

I should think they  w ere .  I canvassed  another landlord, and w hen  I w en t  to 
canvass him , he put np his f inger, and sa id , “  H u sh !  hush ! they  will hear you  
in th e  k itch en ,  and i f  they  hear you, I am ruined.” H e  confessed  that his 
heart w as  with  Mr. S p oon er ,  but that he durst not vote. A n oth er  instance  
w a s  w ith  a  pork-butcher in Suffolk-street ; the landlord w a ited  on him w ith  m e .

4176 . H a v e  you  alw ays been a com m ittee-m an at the late e lec t io n s? — I n ever  
w a s  a com m ittee-m an  in m y life.

4177. H a v e  you  a ttended  the com m ittee  to g iv e  assistance and information ? 
— I have a ttended  and offered m y services .

4178. H ave  they  been a c c e p te d ? — Yes.
4179. D id  you assist th e  com m ittee  in canvassing  ?— Yes.
4180. Y ou  are a partisan on the T o ry  s ide  ?— Y es,  I  h a v e  taken  a part and  

have always been proud to do it  ; it has been  a hobby all through my life ; I 
have done it for 10 years.

4181. Are there m any o f  the low er  class in B irm ingham  enrolled in the P o ­
litical Union ?— T h e re  are.

1182. D o  you  think the system  o f  political union contr ibutes  to the system  
o f  exc lusive  d e a l in g ? — Y e s ;  and i f  there had n ever  been the Political U nion,  
Mr. Richard Spooner would have been n ow  in the House.
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418?. A re  th e re  m an y  o th e r  persons  in B irm in g h a m  on  y o u r  side  w ho a r e  as 
s t ro n g  p a r t isan s  as you  a r e ;  do  n o t  y o u  th in k  m an y  o f  th e  m en  h a d  r a th e r  
h a v e  no v o te  a t  all ?— I am  su re  I c a n n o t  say  ; 1 h av e  n e v e r  h e a rd  th e m  say ; 
I have  h e a rd  th e i r  w ives  say  th a t  th ey  wish th e y  h a d  no vo te  w h en  they 
h av e  su ffe red  by i t ,  b u t a  good T o r y  n e v e r  flinches.

1184'. D o  you th in k  a  good W h ig  w ould  flinch ?— 1 am  su re  I c a n n o t  s a y ;  
I n e v e r  k e p t  m u ch  c o m p an y  w i th  tiiem.

4185. D o  you  k n o w  w h e th e r  th e  sy s tem  o f  ex c lu s iv e  d ea l in g  has  e v e r  been  
th e  s u b je c t  o f  d iscussion in  th e  P o l i t ic a l  U n i o n ? — Y es, i t  h a s ;  1 h av e  been  
told i t  has  been  d iscussed ,  a n d  I h a v e  had  a  perso n  co m e  an d  to ld  m e th a t  a  
k n ife  has b een  d ra w n  th a t  is to  t a k e  aw ay  m y  life, a n d  c a u t io n e d  m e  n o t  to 
go out.

4180 . D o  you  k n o w  w h e th e r  a n y  su ch  discussion has  ta k e n  p la c e  a t  th e  
m e e t in g  o f  th e  P o li t ica l  U nion  ?— It  w as  a t  a  m ee t in g .

4187. D o  you  k n o w  w h e th e r  su ch  a  reso lu t ion  has  been  passed  a t  th e  P o l i ­
tica l  U n ion  ?— I h av e  h e a rd  it w as passed ,  a n d  passed  a g a in s t  m e, b u t  I  h av e  
no  p ro o f  ; b u t  I h a v e  h e a rd  such  an  one  is n o t  to be  d e a l t  w i th ,  a n d  su ch  an 
one  is n o t ,  a n d  you  will be th e  firs t to fall.

4188. H a s  th e r e  been  a n y  re so lu t io n  passed  on  th e  s u b je c t  o f  ex c lu s iv e  
d ea l in g  ?— I h av e  n e v e r  seen  th e  reso lu t ion .

4189. D o  you  m ean  to  say  th a t  th e  T o r ie s  o f  B irm in g h a m  do  n o t  p re fe r  
d ea l in g  w ith  m en o f  th e i r  ow n po litica l  fe e l in g s?— I am  so rry  to say ,  b u t  I can  
say  th a t  th ey  will n o t  sacrifice a n y  th in g  fo r  th e  good o f  t h a t  cause  ; th e y  w ould  
be b e t t e r  th an  th e y  a r e  i f  th e y  w ou ld  s t ick  u p  fo r  t h e i r  p a r ty  as th e y  o u g h t  
to do.

4190. Y ou th in k  th a t  t h e  T o r ie s  o u g h t  to  dea l w ith  p erso n s  o f  th e i r  ow n w ay  
o f  fe e l in g ?— Y e s ,  I th in k  th e y  o u g h t  to d ea l  w ith  m e ,  b u t  th e y  do no t ,  th ey  
leav e  m e to t ig h t  i t  ou t,  a n d  th a t  is a p ro o f  th a t  th e  T o r ie s  do n o t  s t ick  one  to  
a n o th e r  as  th e  P o li t ic a l  U nion do .

1191. D o  n o t  you  th in k  th a t  v e ry  d isg rac e fu l  to  t h e m ? — I do n o t  k n o w ;  
th e y  a r e  good , a n d  do not l ike  to u n i te ,  th ey  l ik e  ev e ry  one  to be free.

1192. D id  th e  g en t lem en  a n d  c le rg y m e n  in th e  n e ig h b o u rh o o d  o f  th e  tow n 
co m e  in to can v ass  p rev iously  to th e  e lec t io n  ?— I n e v e r  saw one  can v ass ,  an d  
J n e v e r  saw , all t h e  t im e  th a t  I w e n t  to  the  c o m m it te e ,  a c le rg y m an  o f  the 
c h u r c h  persuas ion  th e re  all th e  time.

4193. D id  th e  g e n t ry  ?— Y es,  th e y  cam e in, a  good m an y  of them .
4194. D id  you  e v e r  k n o w  a n y  n e ig h b o u r in g  g e n t le m a n ,  an y  sq u i re  com e in, 

an d  t a k e  th e  least p a r t  in an  e lec t io n  ?— N o t  th e  n e ig h b o u rs ,  I  h av e  k n o w n  
those  in th e  tow n.

4195. B y  th e  g e n t r y  you  m ean  th e  o p u len t  t r a d e s m e n  o f  B i rm in g h a m ? —
Y es, I  cou ld  m en t io n  n am es  i f  i t  w e re  w ished .

4190. Y ou k n o w  o f  no  in te r f e re n c e  from  th e  n e ig h b o u r in g  sq u ire s  ?— Yes, 
S q u ire  T ay lo r  wras th e  cha irm an .

4197. H e  is a  b a n k e r  iu B irm in g h a m  ?— Y es, b u t  he  lives out.
4198. Y o u  say you  h av e  n e v e r  k n o w n  th e  c le rg y  o f  th e  ch u rc h  canvass ing ,  

do  d is sen t in g  m in is te rs  can v ass  ?— I  h a v e  been  in fo rm ed  th ey  h av e ,  b u t  d u r in g  
m y  canvass  I did n o t  m e e t  w ith  a n y  o f  th e m ,  a n d  p a r t ic u la r ly  M r.  E as t  has 
laid  v e ry  g r e a t  s tress  on his co n g reg a tio n .

1199. A nd th e  C a tho lic  c le rg y m e n  ?— Y es.
4105. D id  th e  d issen tin g  m in is te rs  in B irm in g h a m  ta k e  an  a c t iv e  p a r t i n  the

elec t ion  ?— T h e y  d id  in d e e d  ; an d  o n e  C a tho lic  m an  wras very  ac t iv e .
•1200. H a v e  m a s te r  m a n u fa c tu re r s  m u c h  in fluence o v e r  th e  o p e ra t iv e s  as 

r e g a rd s  th e i r  votes ?— Yes, a n d  by ca ll ing  th e m  to g e th e r ,  I h av e  h e a rd  o f  th e i r  
m a k in g  sp ee ch es  to th e m ,  a n d  te ll ing  th e m ,  w h ich  is a very  g r e a t  s t ro k e  o f  
d e c e i t ,  th is  is th e  reason  w hy w e  h av e  to  p ay  you  su ch  low w ages  ; i f  this 
Keforni w e re  go t,  w e  should  p a y  you b e t t e r  w ages  ; a n d  I h a v e  k n o w n  th em  
s c rew  th e  m en  dow n , an d  tell  th em  i f  th e  R efo rm  cou ld  be  g o t  th ro u g h  th ey  
cou ld  ra ise  th e i r  wages.

1201. T h e r e  a r e  m a s te r  m a n u fa c tu re r s  w ho a c t  in this w ay  p ro b a b ly ,  both 
W h ig  an d  T o r y ? — N o , th e  T o ry  side  n e v e r  p re a c h  u p  a b o u t  R eform , for it  
does  no good.
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4202 . Though they do not preach about R eform , they  preach a b o u t  so m e­
thing; e lse  perhaps, in order to influence their  votes  ?— I b elieve  the c h ie f  that  
they preach on is that the ch u rch  has been  in danger.

4166. W h e n  did you h e a r  th is  se rm o n  ab o u t  the  c h u r c h  bciïig  in  d a n g e r  ?— I 
th in k  th a t  is s ince th e  election.

4167. T h e  c h u rc h  was n e v e r  in d a n g e r  before the  e le c t io n ? — N o , I  nev e r  
h ea rd  a  se rm o n  p re ach e d  on the  su b jec t  before th e  e lec t ion .

4205. D o  you know  o f  a n y  in s tan ces  o f  m a s te r  m a n u fa c tu re r s  tu rn in g  away 
th e i r  o p e ra t iv es  because  they  d id  n o t  vo te as  th ey  w ished  ?— I do n o t  k n o w  o f  a  
s ing le  ins tance .

4200. Y o u  have  n o t  h e a rd  o f  one ?— N o  I do  n o t  t h in k  an y  m en  a rc  so in d e ­
p e n d e n t  as the m ech an ics  o f  B irm in g h a m , because  th ey  can  go  to a lm o s t  the  n e x t  
door a n d  g e t  w ork .

4207. A re  th e re  m an y  o p e ra t iv es  in  B i rm in g h a m 'v o te r s  ?— A 10/. house  th e re  
is  a  v e ry  sm all  h o u se  ; w here  I l ive the re  a re  a rch es  u n d e r  th e  new  m a rk e t - p l a c e ,  
m y  house  ad jo in s  the new m ark e t-p lace ,  a n d  they  a re  assessed  a t  12/. I Os. for 
a rch es  l ike  th o se ,  co n seq u en tly  th e r e  be in g  those l i t t le  d ea le rs ’ sh o p s  k ep t ,  they  
favour th e  low er o rd e rs  for th e i r  custom .

4208. I n  p o in t  o f  fact, the  m an  who is n o t  in d e p e n d e n t  in  B irm in g h a m , is the 
trad esm en  whose cu s to m ers  lie am o n g  th e  p o p u la c e ? — Y es, th e y  a rc  a ll  d e p e n d ­
e n t  on th e  populace .

4209. D o  not you th in k  it  w ould  be a good th in g  th a t  th ey  shou ld  be ab le  to 
g ive th e i r  vote w ithou t b e in g  sub jec ted  to lo s ing  th e i r  cus tom  ?— I can  n ev e r  
b r in g  m y  m in d  to do a n y  th in g  in  secre t .

4210. D o  n o t  you th in k  th a t  those  who a re  no t ab le  to g ive th e i r  vo tes  in  the 
way th ey  a r e  now given ,  could  w ith o u t  in co n v en ien ce ,  g ive  th e i r  v o te s  sec re t ly ?  
— I f  a  m an  has  a  vote, i ts  b e in g  sec re t  a t  th e  t im e  for w hom  he v o ted ,  i t  would 
he a benefit ,  b u t  still I th in k ,  u n le ss  i t  was k n o w n  w h a t  p a r ty  th ey  vo ted  for, 
i t  would crea te  a lm o s t  a g r e a te r  jea lo u sy  th an  th e re  is now.

4211. A m an  would n o t  lose h is  cu s to m  in th a t  case  ?— I f  h e  w ould  not say 
whom he  vo ted  for, a m an  w ould  go a n d  a s k  h im , an d  i f  h e  w ould  n o t  be f ran k ,  
lie would be su re  to be co n d em n ed  as a  T o ry ,  th e n  aw ay  g o es  h is  b u s in ess  ; 
B irm in g h am  is in such  a s ta te ,  th a t  a t  the  t im es  o f  e lec t ion  he m u s t  tell whom  he 
will vote for, o r  h e  would lose h is  custom .

4212. H o w  w ould  they  know  w h e th e r  he  to ld  the t r u th  o r  n o t ? — I f  he was to 
tell a  falsity, i t  is ten  to one  b u t  th a t  w ould  be  m a d e  o u t  af te rw ards .

4213. H ow ? — 1 th in k  th e re  cou ld  be n o  way o f  v o t in g  bu t i t  m u s t  be know n 
v lien  they  com e to ca s t  up  th e  n u m b e rs ,  a n d  th e re  w ould  a lw ays  be th e  su rm ise  
one  way, a n d  th e n  a n o th e r  see in g  those  nam es,  i t  w ould  be poss ib le  to m ak e  
th em  out.

421 !. I f  it  w as kno w n ,  w hy shou ld  they  go to a s k  h im  ?— I f  th ey  a sk e d  him  
th e n ,  a n d  he  to ld  th em  h e  vo ted  on th e  o th e r  s ide, a n d  i t  th e n  g o t  w ind th a t  he  
:lid n o t  poll on  th a t  s ide ,  I t h in k  t h a t  th e  in ju ry  w ould  be  m o re  se r ious  th a n  it  is 
now.

4215 . S up p o s in g  th a t  it  n e v e r  d id  g e t  w in d  ?— T h e n  i t  m ig h t  be  a  benefit.
1-210. S u p p o s in g  you  co n tr iv ed ,  as  th e  g en t lem en  in  th e  c lu b s  in L o n d o n  c o n ­

tr ive , to vo te  so th a t  i t  n e v e r  can  be kn o w n  how th e  m a n  lias vo ted , an d  it  is 
n ev e r  k n o w n  un less  th e  m a n  chooses to d ec la re  i t  ?— T h o u g h  I sh o u ld  n ev e r  be 
an advocate  for th a t ,  I m u s t  say  th a t  i t  would be a  benefit  to m e.

4217. A re  th e r e  a  cons iderab le  n u m b e r  of v o te rs  o f  B irm in g h a m  10/. h o u s e ­
holders who do n o t  ca re  ab o u t  po li tics  ?— I sho u ld  th in k  not,  th e y  m u s t  be  e i th e r  
one  p a r ty  o r  an o th e r .

4218. W h y  m u s t  they  be ?— B ecause th ey  a re  h a rd ly  looked u p o n  as m em bers  
o f  society if  th e y  do  n o t  vote for one  or o ther.

121!). B ut for in t im id a t io n ,  do  you n o t  t h in k  S p o o n e r  would h av e  been r e ­
tu rn e d  ?— I do.

1235. D o  th a t  class o f  p e rso n s  in  B irm in g h a m  d iscuss  po li t ic s  in  th e  p u b l ie -  
houscs  ?— Yes, and  in th e  factories.

42 50. D o  you th in k  th a t  if  a m an  h a d  vo ted  in sec re t  he w ould  be able to 
k eep  the  s e c re t? — I c a n n o t  s a y ;  I t h in k  they  would be able to g e t  i t  ou t i f  he 
was n o t  a m an  o f  very g re a t  n e r v e ;  i f  h e  would n o t  say w ho i t  was, they  would 
say  th en  “  D a m n  you, you a re  asham ed  o f  it ,  you  have  vo ted  o n  th e  T o ry  side .”
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4237. Y ou tliiuk  they  would pu n ish  h im  eq u a lly ?— Yes.
4238. ould th e  ease ot hones t  m en  be increased  by th a t  sec re t  vo tin^  ?— I t  

would do away w ith  th a t  violent p a r ty  s p i r i t ;  I  th in k  i t  m ig h t  in  tim e do  away 
with a  g re a t  deal ot it.

4239. Do you think they would punish the man equally who refused to tell 
them how he had voted, as the man who told them he had voted against their 
side !— I think that they would for a time perhaps.

4240. T h a t  would n o t  be th e  case for m any  elections, you m ean  ?__Yes.
4241. Y o u  th in k  i t  would n o t  a f te r  a t im e ?— I t  m ig h t  do  i t  away.
4242. D o  you th in k  th a t  i t  would do th a t  away w hen th e re  was a  con tes t?— I t  

is the see ing  a m an  go ing  up  to vote th a t  rouses th is  sp ir i t— fa ther  an d  son will 
ha rd ly  sp eak  to one ano ther .

4168. Y o u  have  suffered y o urse lf  severely  by yo u r  vote ?__I  have.
4169. D o  n o t  you th in k  i t  a  very h a rd  th in g  th a t  you should  suffer by g iv ing  

an  h o n es t  v o te ? — Y es;  they  h av e  com e an d  said, “  Y ou have  been  a  T o ry  lon<r 
enough, i f  you will tu rn  to us  we will b r in g  you a house-full  o f  custom .”

4170. T h a t  is a  form  of bribery , is n o t  i t  ' — T h e y  have said, p robab ly  you will 
be ru in ed  by s t ick in g  to th a t  p a r ty ;  a n d  I  have said, “  I  have been  b ro u g h t  up 
as one, an d  will go to the w orkhouse  as one, sooner th an  tu rn .”

4231. 1  ou r  opinions, in c o n s e q u e n c e  o f  yo u r  be in g  an  active p a r t isan  and  a 
bold m an , were well k n o w n ;  b u t  tak e  the  case ot a person  who has  n ev e r  taken  
a n y  active p a r t ,  an d  who is qu ite  nervous  ab o u t  these m a t te rs ,  i t  would be b e t te r  
lo r  h im  ? \ e s ,  i t  would, 1 believe ; it i t  was done in th a t  way th a t  nobody 
k n ew  how th ey  voted, S pooner  would have been  re tu rn ed .

4232. T here fo re ,  m an y  vo ted  aga ins t  th e i r  op in ions  ?— Yes.
4233. W ould i t  no t be a g re a t  p o in t  to have th e i r  votes agree with  the ir  

op inions ?— Yes.
4234. D o  n o t  you th in k  i t  w ould  h av e  been  a  g re a t  th in g  for the p o rk -b u tc h e r  

to have  been  enab led  to vote as he  wished ?— Yes, for the  m a n  was so fr igh tened  
th a t  he  d id  n o t  vote.

4171. D o  not you th in k  th a t  i t  is very  h a r d  a n  h ones t  m an  should  be in ju red  
by conscientiously exerc is ing  his will ?— C erta in ly . (pp . 241, 242, 24a— 248.)

Mr. J a m e s  T e r r e l l .

2876. I s  there much influence exercised in E x eter  by customers over their 
tradespeople ?— A  good deal ; in canvassing for E xeter  I have frequently re­
ceived the answer, “ A ny  gentleman that will vote for the ballot shall have my  
suffrage,” for the intimidation used by the customers on the tradesmen is suffi­
cient in many cases to deter them from giving a conscientious vote.

2879. T h e  influence o f  th e  gen t lem en  in  the ne ighbourhood  is sufficient in 
m any  cases to d e te r  th em  from  g iv ing  a conscientious vote  ? — Yes.

2880. Is  the  influence o f  the clergy  sufficient in  m an y  cases to d e te r  from 
g iv ing  a consc ien tious vote ?— T h e  c le rg y  have no very  gen e ra l  influence in 
E x e te r ,  for th e re  a re  no  t i thes  u n d e r  which they  can  exercise  any  influence 
ex cep t  th a t  m oral influence which a re sp ec tab le  m a n  will have over his 
neighbour.

2881. I s  th e re  any  influence exercised  over th e  beer  dea lers  an d  publicans ?— 
I  he  influence over the  pub licans was m uch g re a te r  before the licensing  system 
was a lte red  th an  i t  is now.

2882. I s  th e re  any  influence exero ised  by the lower o rders  on the  sm all  s h o p ­
k eep ers  or publicans ?— C erta in ly  n o t  the leas t  ; th e re  m ay be a p re fe rence  g iven 
to a p a r t icu la r  house where th e i r  politics predom inated .

2883. H a v e  you  know n any  case of a n  U nion  or a F r ie n d ly  Socie ty  tak in g  
away th e ir  custom  from  one house an d  tran s fe rr in g  i t  to an o th e r  on  the  " r o u n d  
of politics ?— I  have not.

2881. I n  the  course of the canvass for the c ity  o f  E x e te r ,  where you have 
s ta ted  you often h ea rd  persons  say th a t  they  were influenced by th e ir  custom ers, 
was th a t  answ er g iven  you by perso n s  who were likely  to give th a t  as a m ere e x ­
cuse, o r  w as i t  from perso n s  whose opinions you were p rev iously  acquain ted  
with, an d  whom you had reason  to expec t  to su p p o r t  yo u r  p a r ty  i f  left to th em ­
selves ?— I  believe a g re a t  n u m b er  o f  the  shopkeepers  in E x e te r  a re  de terred  from
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g iv in g  th e i r  votes acco rd in g  to t h e i r  consc iences , by th e  in t im id a t io n  used  by 
p e r s o n s  who deal with th em , an d  in fluence th e i r  votes.

2885. A re  those  cu s to m ers  r e s id e n t  in  th e  tow n ?— Yes, an d  in th e  n e ig h ­
bourhood  as well ; I do  no t  m ean  to say  th a t  it  is n o t  exe rc ised  on  b o th  sides, for 
I have been  too long  accus tom ed  to co m m ittee -ro o m s  n o t  to know  th a t  i t  is a 
question  a f te r  each  day’s poll,  “  W h o  can  in fluence th is  m a n ,  a n d  who can  lav 
the  screw  011 a n o th e r  ?” B u t th e  in fluence is m u ch  m o re  pow erfu l ag a in s t  us 
th an  for us. (p .  167.)

M r.  J o h n  J a m e s .

737. W h e n  was th e re  a co n tes ted  e lec tion  for the  c ity  of H e r e f o r d  ?— In  th e  
m o n th  of J a n u a r y  last.

738. W as  th e re  a co n te s t  a t  th e  e lection  o f  1832 also  ?— Yes.
984. W i th  re g a rd  to the  m odes  in  w hich  in t im id a t io n  is p ra c t ise d  in  th e  

borough , will y o u  s ta te  the  d iffe ren t fo rm s in  w hich  it  e x i s t s ? — In t im id a t io n  is 
p rac t ised  in  tow ns by th e  th re a t  o f  t a k in g  aw ay y o u r  own c u s to m ,  an d  by i n ­
du c in g  o th e rs ,  o ver  w hom  you  h av e  influence, to ta k e  away th e irs  too, an d  by a 
gen e ra l  th re a t  o f  d o in g  all the  in ju ry  to  th e  t r a d e s m a n  w ith in  th e  r a n g e  o f  yo u r  
power.

985. D o  th e  l icen s in g  m ag is t ra te s  ex e rc ise  a n y  in fluence o ver  p u b l ican s  ? — 
T h e y  have th e  pow er o f  suspens ion  and  g ra n t in g ,  a n d  it is fa ir  to p re s u m e  th ey  do.

986. W h o  a re  the  l icen s in g  m ag is t ra te s  in H e re fo rd ? — T h e  a ld e rm en  o f  the  city.
9S7. D oes  th e  fear o f  th e  loss o f  th e i r  licences  ac t  u p o n  p u b l ican s  ?— I  have

no d o u b t  i t  does ; I  h av e  kn o w n  an  in s tan ce  w h e re  a  m a n  in  H e re fo rd  su p p o r te d  
the  co rpora t ion ,  a n d  w ho s ta te d  to  m e th a t  th e  on ly  reaso n  th ey  voted  ag a in s t  
11s was, th a t  h e  was p ro m ised  a licence for h is  house.

988. D o  you th in k  the  fear  o f  losing  th e i r  licence  ac ts  up o n  p u b l ican s  with 
re sp ec t  to the  co u n ty  as well as the  borough ?— N o , I  shou ld  say  no t,  a s  to  the  
county.

989. D o  you  th in k  the  fear o f  losing  the  licence  o p e ra te s  in  a g re a t  d eg re e  to 
cou n te rb a lan ce  th e  effect up o n  pub licans ,  w h ich  you  h av e  before  s p o k e n  of, 
a r is in g  o u t  o f  the  sys tem  o f  t re a t in g  ?— I th in k  th e  fear o f  losing  the  licence ,  or 
r a th e r  th e  n a tu ra l  a n x ie ty  for p u b l ican s  to s ta n d  well w ith  th e  m ag is t ra te s ,  in  
th e  ev en t  su p p o s in g  any  co m p la in t  is m ad e  to the  m a g is t ra te  ag a in s t  a p u b lican  
for hav ing  k e p t  his house o pen  beyond  a c e r ta in  h o u r ,  o r  fo r  d o in g  an y  th in g  
im p ro p e r  in his house, i f  he  vo tes the  sam e  way w ith  th e  m ag is t ra te  he  m ay com e 
off b e t te r  th a n  i f  he  vo ted  in  a c o n t ra ry  way.

990. D o  th e  g en t lem en  in  th e  n e ig h b o u rh o o d  o f  th e  c ity  o f  H e re fo rd  in te rfe re  
m u ch  ?— T h e y  do, ve ry  m uch.

991. B y th re a t s  to t rad e sm e n  o f  th e  loss o f  cus tom  ?— Yes.
992. W h a t  class o f  t ra d e sm e n  a re  th ey  p r in c ip a lly  o p e ra te d  u p o n  in  th is  way ?

— R eta i l  tradesm en .
993. S m ith s  an d  sadd lers  ?— Y es, h a t te r s ,  g rocers ,  t in m e n ,  a n d  th a t  desc r ip tion  

o f  t rad esm en ,  an d  lad ies ’ shoem akers .
994. H a v e  you  kn o w n  in s tan ce s  o f  an y  th re a ts  h a v in g  been  ca rr ied  in to  effect 

subsequen tly  to th e  e lec tion  ?— I have.
995. E x ten s iv e ly  ?— Yes.
996. H a s  it b een  to the  ser ious  in ju ry  o f  c e r ta in  ind iv idua ls  ?— Y es,  o f  m any  

persons.
997. Does th a t  effect g en e ra l ly  la s t  for a  l e n g th  o f  t im e , or is i t  t ran s i to ry  ?—  

N o t  transitory .
998. D o  they  ass ign  a  re aso n  for t a k in g  aw ay the  cus tom  ?— In  a varie ty  of 

ins tances  they ass ign  a reason ,  b u t  in  th e  g re a te r  v a r ie ty  o f  in s tances  they  ac t  
silently.

999. H a s  the co rp o ra t io n  a n y  m e a n s  of ex e rc is in g  in t im id a t io n  over freem en  
as f r e em en ?— Y es, an d  I will n am e  a n  in s tan ce  o f  a  freem an  m a k in g  an  a p p l i ­
ca tion  to an  a lderm an  for h is  s u p p o r t  to o b ta in  some object w hich  he  h ad  in 
view, w hen  he  was d es ired  to s it  dow n in  th e  a ld e rm a n ’s hall ti ll  h e  co u ld  re fer  
to  the  po ll-book  ; upon  r e fe r r in g  to the  p o l l -b o o k  he  found  th e  ap p l ic a n t  had 
yoted ag a in s t  the  co rp o ra t io n  a t  {foe lpsf çjpction, w hen  h e  was d ism issed, and



rold chat he, the a lderm an , only su p p o r ted  h is  fr iends ; he only supported  those
who su p p o rted  him.

1000. W as th a t  su p p o r t  to enable h im  to  get in an a lm sh o u se?— I t  was to 
obtain som eth ing  in the gift  o f  the corporation .

1001. D o  t h e ------------- • exercise  m uch  influence ?— Yes, I th in k  they  do.
1002. A re  the re  m any m asons an d  a r t isan s  em ployed  in th e  ca thedra l  ?—  

T h e re  m u s t  be certainly.
1003. H ow  m any  r e s i d e n t ------------- - a re  the re  a t  H e re fo rd  ?— Only one re s i ­

d e n t   a t  a t im e I believe.
1001. A re  they  g en tlem en  who genera l ly  ca rry  th e i r  th rea ts  in to  effect?—  

In d eed  I believe they  are.
1005. D o  you know  of any  ins tance  in which they  have ca rr ied  th e ir  th rea ts  

in to  execu tion  ?— O ne, I believe.
1006. Do you know  of any  in s tance  in which a tradesm an  h a v in g  refused to

vote for the  cand ida te  canvassed  for by  one of these g en tlem en , th a t  th a t  t r a d e s ­
m an has been  dep r ived  o f  h is  custom  !— Yes, I do ; th e re  was an election 
d ispu te  betw een  a vo ter and  some c lergym en  ab o u t  his vote, and  I th in k  one of 
th e  was im plica ted  or n am ed  in the m atte r .

1007. W h a t  was the m an  ?— A p a in te r  an d  glazier.
100S. W a s  th a t  a t  the las t  e lec t io n ?— No, in  1832.
1009. I s  the trad esm an  who is th re a te n e d  by the c lergym en with the  loss of 

custom , convinced th a t  th a t  th rea t  is m ore  likely  to be execu ted  th an  if  it  was 
given by any  o th er  m an  ?— Yes, I have reason  to believe he is.

1010. D o  the clergym en in  the co u n try  par ishes  in  the ne ighbourhood  canvass 
m uch  d u r in g  th e  e lection for the  city  of H e re fo rd  ?— Yes, th e  co u n try  c le rg y ­
m an  in te rfe res  in  th e  city, a n d  in h is  im m edia te  neighbourhood.

1011. Do they  canvass th e i r  own t r a d e s m e n ? — Yes, an d  th e ir  fr iends’ 
t ra d e s m e n ;  they  canvass all they can. (pp .  4 5 — 55.)

J o h n  W a r d e l l , E s q .

7187. I  Believe you are, or have been, one o f  the churchw ardens  of the  parish  
of M ary - le -b o n e  ?— I am one of the  chu rchw ardens  ; L o rd  K en y o n  is the  o ther.

7188. W h e n  were you so ap p o in ted  ?— I was so appo in ted  a t  E a s te r  last. T h e  
p reced in g  year  1 was s idesm an.

7189. W ill  you ex p la in  w ha t  is a  s idesm an ?— Sidesm en are depu ties  or ass is t­
a n ts  to th e  chu rchw arden ,  an d  ac t  as chu rchw arden  in  his absence.

7190. H o w  m any  s idesm en  a re  the re  in  th e  p a r ish  ?— Two.
7285. H a v e  you ever  been p re s e n t  a t  the  po ll ing  p lace in  a ru ra l  d is tr ic t  ?— I  

have  g iven  m y vote in  a ru ra l  d is tr ic t  : 1 th in k  I have vo ted  in C heshire .
7286. H a v e  an y  such  m eans  o f  in t im idation  been  h ad  recourse  to in  M ary -  

le-bone ?— N o t th a t  I  am  aw are o f ;  solicitation, of course, is not in tim idation  ; 
g re a t  solicita tion for vo tes  h a s  ta k e n  place.

7287. A n d  does m uch canvass ing  ta k e  p lace  beforehand ?— G re a t  canvassing. 
(7297.)  T h is  is one mode of canvassing , a  p e rso n  of some consequence leaves 
a ca rd  of th a t  k in d ,  and  consequen tly  a t radesm an  does no t know  how to 
get,  i f  a good cu s to m er  on the o th e r  side has  also called on him. I have 
know n persons  who did not pay  th e ir  ra te s  up to the  time on p u rpose  to be 
disqualified.

7295. N o  th rea ts  on the p a r t  of custom ers  to w ithdraw  th e ir  business from a 
tradesm an  unless  he  would vote as they  wished ?— I can n o t  answ er that  
question ; b u t  I  know  p re t ty  well th a t  a  g re a t  n u m b er  o f  t radesm en  in our 
parish  would ra th e r  be w ithout the elective franchise, (pp . 418, 423.)

W e have no evidence th a t  influence, or in tim idation  in any form, is  exercised  

over voters in  the  Scottish  boroughs in any  m easu re  com parab le  with 

those  in the  E nglish  and  the  Ir ish .  T h e  form er o f  these  we have seen 

enough of:  we proceed  to the  latter.
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G e r a l d  F i t z g e r a l d , E s q .

52-3Í). I n w ha t  coun ty  in I r e la n d  do yon re s id e  ?— I n  the  coun ty  o f  T ip p e ra ry .
5240. D o  you hold a n y  official s i tu a t io n  ?— I a m  r e s id e n t  m ag is t ra te  o f  police 

for th a t  county.
-3241. H ow  lo n g  have you y o u rse lf  been  r e s id e n t  m a g is t ra te  ?— I have  been 

re s id in g  as a m ag is t ra te  for th e  co u n ty  for th e  las t  th i r te e n  y ea rs  ; I have  been  a 
G o v e rn m e n t  m ag is t ra te  for n ea r ly  s ix  y e a r s ;  I  have  been  s ta t io n ed  at C ashel for 
so m eth in g  b e t te r  th an  five years.

5445. W h e re  is  the las t  p lace  you  a t te n d e d  a c ity  e lec t io n  !— Cashel.
5446. W e re  you a t  the las t  co n tes ted  e le c t io n ? — N o , n o t  a t  th e  l a s t ;  I was 

a t  the  p rev ious  one, a n d  a t  seve ra l  in  the  county .
5447. C an  y o u  m e n t io n  a n y  facts  as to in t im id a t io n  th a t  took  p lace  a t  the  t im e  

the  e lec tion  was g o in g  on in C ashel ?— I  do  n o t  th in k  th a t  we h a d  any  ac ts  of 
in t im id a tio n .  I have  a r e p o r t  from  M r. P e n n e f a th e r  as to  u n d u e  influence.

5448 . O n  w hose p a r t  was th is  in fluence m ad e  use of*— O n  th e  p a r t  o f  the 
p a r ish  pries t .

5149. D id  those p r ie s ts  g o  u p  w ith  the  peop le  to the h u s t in g s  ?— M a n y  I saw 
myself.

5150. D id  th e  o th e r  s ide  b r in g  up th e i r  vo ters  u n d e r  th a t  fear  o r  in t im id a t io n  ? 
— T h ey  w en t u p  u n d e r  no ex p ec ta t io n  o f  violence, because  i t  a p p e a re d  th a t  they 
had no ch an ce  o f  success ; indeed , I m u s t  say  th a t ,  a t  th e  la s t  co n tes ted  e lection  
in C ashel,  it  was co n d u c ted  with a g r e a t  dea l o f  good h u m o u r  a n d  no  v io len ce ;  
b u t  th e re  was a g re a t  dea l o f  u n d u e  in fluence a n d  im p ro p e r  in te r fe ren c e  on  the 
p a r t  ot the  p r ie s ts  w ith  the  te n a n ts  o f  M r.  P e n n e fa th e r  on th e  com m o n s  o f  
C ashel,  all of whom  h a d  p ledged  them se lves  to vo te  for h im . I h o ld  in  m y  h and  
a  re p o r t  from  M r. P e n n e f a th e r ’s a g e n t  u p o n  th is  subject.

5451. W ill  you re a d  th a t  r e p o r t  ?— “ C ashel,  17 th  F e b ru a ry ,  1835. D e a r  S ir ,—  
A s p rofess ional  a g e n t  on b eh a lf  o f  M r.  P e n n e fa th e r  o f  N e w a rk ,  up o n  the  la te  
election for C ashel,  I have been  req u es ted  by h im  a n d  h is  b ro th e r  W ill iam , to afford 
you all the  in fo rm atio n  in  m y  p ow er u p o n  the  sub jec t  o f  the  u n d u e  influence an d  
in t im id a tio n  used by the  R o m a n  C atholic  p r ies ts ,  an d  M r.  P e n n e f a th e r ’s  co n se ­
q u e n t  defeat upon  th a t  occasion. A nd th is  I am  the  m o re  an x io u s  to do from the 
con s id era t io n  th a t  G o v e rn m e n t  o u g h t  to be su p p l ied  w ith  a ll  facts b e a r in g  g e n e ­
ra lly  u p o n  th is  p o in t ,  in o rd e r  to form  suffic ien t g ro u n d s  for ap p ly in g  to P a r ­
l iam en t  to ad o p t  som e p rac t ica l  re m e d y  for su ch  a n  ab u se  ; I h a s ten  there fo re  to 
p u t  you in possession o f  su ch  facts re la t iv e  to th is  in te r fe ren c e  as h av e  com e to 
m y  know ledge, p re m is in g  th a t  from  th e  difficulties o f  p ro c u r in g  in fo rm a t io n  ag a in s t
a  H -  --------------, in c reased  by an  unw ill ingness  to  co m m u n ica te  w ith  m e  from
--------- -— o f the  em p lo y m en t in which I was engaged , I was u n ab le  to p ro c u re  in ­
formation re sp ec t in g  m an y  ac ts  done by them , which w ere  m a t te r s  o f  n o to r ie ty  in 
C ashel,  a n d  which co n sequen tly  I am  obliged  to o m it  here . T h e r e  a re  abou t  245 
«‘lectors  for th is  b o rough , u p w a rd s  o f  80 of whom  a re  the  t e n a n t s  o f  th e  M essrs .  
P e n n e fa th e r  on the com m ons lands, a n d  who a re  all o f  t h a t  class o f  p e rso n s  m ost 
liable  to be in fluenced  by the  d ic tu m  o f  th e i r  clergy. A lm o s t  all the  re sp ec tab le  
in h ab i tan ts  o f  the  c i ty  a n d  these  com m on  te n a n ts  p led g ed  them selves  to su p p o r t  
M r. P e n n e fa th e r  u p o n  the  elec tion , an d  had  the  l a t t e r  fulfilled th e i r  p rom ises ,  he 
would u n d o u b ted ly  have been  r e tu rn e d  by a re spec tab le  m ajority .  T h o se  opposed 
to his elec tion , th e  re p ea le r s  a n d  rad ica ls ,  jo in e d  by th e  R o m an  C atho lic  p r ie s ts ,  
ex e r ted  them selves  with p e rsev e ra n ce  an d  success to co m p el  th a t  class o f  th e  
electors, who w ere  m ost  p a r t ic u la r ly  u n d e r  p r ies t ly  influence, to b re a k  the  p r o ­
mises they h ad  m ad e  th e i r  land lo rds ,  a n d  to vote  for S e r je a n t  P e r r in .  T h e y  m ade  
frequen t  excu rs ions  to  the  com m ons in  la rg e  m obs, h ead ed  by th e  p r ie s t  o r  his 
coadju tors  an d  i t in e ra n t  m ob ora tors ,  all o f  w hom  ad d ressed  th e  people  in in f lam ­
m ato ry  language , from  s tages  e rec ted  for the  p u rp o se ,  in d iffe ren t p laces  on the  
com m ons, an d  also from p la tform s e rec ted  in  the  city , the ten o r  o f  which was th a t  
th e  elec tors  should  vote for th e i r  c o u n t ry  a n d  th e i r  re l ig io n .  S e r jean t  P e r r in  
was in tro d u ce d  to a n  in m en se  assem blage  in the  c i ty  on  n ew -y ea r ’s  day  by th e  
p a r ish  p r ies t ,  M ‘D onne ll ,  who acco m p an ied  h im  in to  town at the head  o f  a la rge  
p a r ty  o f  his su p p o r te rs ,  an d  up o n  th a t  occasion  the  p r i e s t  add ressed  the  m u l t i ­
tude  p re s e n t  from  the  p la tform , te l l in g  th em , am o n g s t  o th e r  th ings, "  t h a t  M r.
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P err in  was the fr iend  o f  freedom, who was p ledged  to c leanse th e ir  foul and 
abom inable  corporation , an d  who u n d e r  G od should  do so ; an d  he  called on 
th em  to lay  th e i r  votes on th e  a l ta r  o f  th e i r  co u n try  by e lec ting  M r.  P e r r in .”  In  
th e  p r ie s t ’s visits  to the com m ons and  his in terv iew s with the  tenan ts ,  he 
th re a te n e d  them  with the  dep r iv a t io n  of the  ri tes  o f  th e i r  re lig ion ; “  th a t  he 
w ould  m e l t  th em  off the face o f  th e  e a r th  ; th a t  he  would p u t  th e  s ickness  on 
them , th a t  th ey  should  n o t  dare  to vote as they  l iked , b u t  as h e  ( th e  p r ies t)  
l iked  ; th a t  i f  they did, the  g rass  shou ld  grow a t  th e i r  door,” w ip ing  his boots 
th e re  a t  th e  tim e. H e  also h e ld  s ta t ions  (p laces  for h o ld in g  confessions^ a t  the 
houses o f  those  electors  who w ere  th e  m ost difficult to ga in  over, a n d  upon 
those occasions th rea ten ed  o r  cajoled o r  exposed  them , as bes t  su i ted  h is  views. 
H e  kep t,  or said h e  k e p t ,  a l is t  o f  all who would vote for M r.  P en n e fa th e r ,  and  
th a t  th is  shou ld  lie on his ch im ney-p iece  for public  inspection . In  one o f  h is  
speeches from the p la tfo rm  in  the  c ity  to a  la rge  assemblage, h e  said, “  th a t  any 
m an  who would vote for P e n n e fa th e r  w ould  be gu il ty  oi the  blood of those  who 
w ere  k i l led  a t  R a th co rm ac ,  a n d  th a t  th e  wives o f ‘the  electors should  th row  
th e ir  a rm s  ro u n d  th e ir  h u sb an d s  a n d  p re v e n t  th em  by force from  disgrac ing  
them selves  by voting  for P e n n e fa th e r . ’’ T h is  p r ie s t ,  or his coadjutor, in his 
chapel on a S u n d ay  im m ed ia te ly  before the election , to ld  h is  congregation  th a t  
h e  h ad  p roo f  th a t  the  P en n e fa th e rs  had  h i re d  five o r  six  m en  to assassinate  
som ebody (m ea n in g  o f  course h im self),  and  h ad  pa id  th em  a p a r t  of the  money 
in  h a n d ;  he  a l l u d e d  t o  th is  in a  speech  a t  the com m ons, saying, “  H e  m ight 
be assassinated ; b u t  as as  long  as he  p leased  h is  p ar ish io n ers  he  ca red  for 
nobody. F ro m  these am o n g s t  n u m ero u s  in s tances  o f  in t im id a tio n  an d  undue  
in te rfe ren ce  by th e  R o m an  Catholic  p r ies ts ,  i t  followed as a n a tu ra l  conséquence 
th a t  th e  ten a n t ry  of the  M essrs .  P e n n e fa th e r  on the  com m ons w ere  induced  to 
vote, a n d  d id  vote, ag a in s t  th e i r  land lo rds  co n tra ry  to  th e i r  p rom ises, freely and  
posit ive ly  g iven, an d  also co n tra ry  to  th e ir  own w ishes ; an d  th u s  M r. P e r r in  
was elected by  a la rge  m ajo ri ty .  S h o u ld  an y  o th e r  facts in  corrobora t ion  of the 
foregoing  s ta tem en t  com e to m y  know ledge, I shall  be h ap p y  to com m unica te  
them , (s igned)  T h o m as  P en n e fa th e r .”

5452. D id  you app ly  to M r.  P en n e fa th e r ,  who ac ted  as the  ag e n t  o f  one  of 
th e  cand ida tes  ?— I  wrote to M r.  W ill iam  P en n efa th e r ,  who is th e  b ro th e r  o f  th e  
cand ida te ,  to a sk  i f  any  in s tan ce  of v iolence o r  in t im id a tio n  h ad  com e to his 
know ledge.

5453. Do you n o t  th in k  th a t  you ap p lied  to a  source th e  m ost  in te re s ted  and  
p a r t ia l  to w hich  you could app ly ,  swayed by s t ro n g  p a r t isan sh ip ,  an d  aftected by 
the s t ro n g es t  in fluence both o f  a public  a n d  a dom estic  k in d  ? I app lied  to that 
ind iv idual who L th o u g h t  was capable of g iv ing  the  m ost  in form ation  a s  to the  
m ean s  t h a t  were u sed  over h is  te n a n ts  to induce them  to vo te aga ins t  h is  wish.

5454. D id  you app ly  to  S e r jea n t  P e r r in ,  o r  any body on h is  s ide  in  politics, to 
know  w h e th e r  any  influence had been  u sed  Í— N o, I  did  n o t  th in k  th a t  n eces­
sary  ; the s e r je an t  h ad  a  m ost  overw helm ing  m ajority ,  th ree  to one.

5455. W a s  th e re  an y  in t im id a t io n  which came to y o u r  know ledge, which 
m ig h t  h av e  induced  you to  m ak e  th a t  in qu iry  re sp ec t in g  M r. P e n n e fa th e r  !—  
M o st  ce r ta in ly  n o t  ; an d  re s id in g  a t  C ashel,  n o th in g  of t h a t  k in d  could occur 
w ithou t com ing  to m y  know ledge.

545G. H a d  you been  aware t h a t  M r.  P en n efa th e r ,  o r  h is  agen t,  h ad  app lied  
them selves to coerce  an y  v o te r  im properly ,  you would have  felt i t  y o u r  du ty  to 
m ak e  inqu ir ies  of th e  a*dverse p a r ty  ?— C erta in ly , if  t h a t  influence h a d  been 
exe rc ised  in such a  way as to ten d  to a  d is tu rbance  o r  b reach  o f  the  law, I  should.

6175. D id  n o t  a g rea t  m any  o f  the re spec tab le  sh o p k eep ers  o f  the  town vote 
for M r.  P e r r in  ?— A g re a t  n u m b er  of the respec tab le  sh o p k eep e rs  of the  town 
voted for M r.  P e r r in  ; I have  been  inform ed th a t  several o f  those who d id  vote 
fo r  h im  h ad  p rom ised  to vote for M r.  P ennefa ther .

(>176. B u t  you do n o t  know  th a t  ?— I do not.
6177. A g re a t  m an y  of th em  ?— 1 will n o t  say  a  g re a t  m any  of them , some 01

th em  ; I  th in k  I h e a rd  o f -----------— , a b ake r .
6178. I t  is m en t io n ed  in  the  le t te r  of M r.  P en n efa th er ,  t h a t  M r.  P e r r in  was 

b ro u g h t  in to  the  town by  M r. M ‘D o n n e l ,  the p a r ish  p r ies t ,  on N ew -year’s day ; 
do you m ean  to say th a t  the  p ar ish  p r ie s t  c^me in to  the  town w ith  M r.  P e r r in  on
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th a t  d a y ? — I d id  not see the  procession ,  th e re fo re  I  c a n n o t  an sw er  th e  question . 
I  was in  Cashel a t  th e  t im e ; I h ea rd  a g r e a t  deal o f  sh o u t in g  a t  the  u p p e r  end  o f  
the  town, an d  1 kn ew  th a t  the  p rocess ion  had  a r r iv ed  in  th e  town up o n  th a t  occa­
sion, bu t who accom pan ied  it, o r  w ho w ere  th e  in d iv id u a ls  fo rm in g  the  h ead  or 
ta il  o f  it ,  I  ca n n o t  say.

6179. H a v e  you n o t  h e a rd  th a t  th e  p a r is h  p r ie s t  d id  n o t  com e in  w ith  M r. 
P e r r in  ?— I n e v e r  did.

6180. Y ou know  n o th in g  o f  th a t  c i rc u m sta n ce  b u t  f rom  h e a r s a y ? — O f  m y 
own know ledge  I  k n o w  n o th in g  o f  it, f u r th e r  th a n  h a v in g  h e a rd  th e  no ise  an d  
shouting .

5461. C an  you s ta te  an y  p a r t ic u la r  in s tan ce s  o f  p r ie s ts  u s in g  th re a ts  to  enforce 
th e  v o te s ? — No, I c a n n o t  o f  m y  own know ledge .  I  k n o w  n o th in g  ab o u t  tha t .

5462. D o  you k n o w  o f  th e  p r i e s t  p ro d u c in g  ce r tif ica tes  o f  m e n  who w ere  to 
vote  o u t  o f  his own p o c k e t  a t  th e  h u s t in g s  ?— N o ,  1 ca n n o t  say th a t  I  do. 1 
have  h ea rd  o f  in s tan ce s  w h e re  th e  p r ie s ts  d id  g e t  possess ion  o f  th e  certif ica tes  
o f  reg is try ,  a n d  w h e re  M r. O ’B rien ,  who ex e rc ises  ex ten s iv e  influence ,  d id  so, 
b u t  th e  p eo p le  found  o u t  th a t  th ey  could  vo te  w h e th e r  th e y  h ad  those  ce rtif ica tes  
o r  not.

5463. I f  th e  p e rso n s  w en t  u p  w ho w ere  a t te n d e d  by  th e  p r ies ts ,  an d  vo ted  c o n ­
t r a r y  to  th e  way w h ich  th e  p r ie s ts  expec ted ,  would th ey  n o t  have  b een  su b jec t  
to v io len ce?— I  th in k  th ey  w ould  h av e  been  sub jec t  a t  all ev en ts  to very  u n p le a ­
san t  feeling  am o n g  th e i r  own im m e d ia te  fr ien d s  a n d  n e ighbours .

5464. D id  you  ev e r  k n o w  a  P ro te s ta n t  c le rg y m an  in  th a t  p lace  t a k e  the  f a r t  
which the  p r ie s t  has  d o n e ? — I f  i t  was h is  in te n t io n ,  h e  h a s  n o t  th e  p o w er  ; he  
is a  g en t lem an  who does n o t  in te r fe re  a t  all ; h e  h a s  n o t  a  vote.

5 4 65. D o  you  conceive  t h a t  th e  te n a n ts  ca lled  co m m o n ers  vo ted  a t  th e  las t  
e lec t ion  ag reeab ly  to th e i r  po litica l w ishes o r  n o t ? — I d a re  say ag reeab ly  to  th e i r  
po li tica l  w ishes th e y  d id  ; b u t  I do th in k  th a t  i f  th e y  w ere  left unb iassed ,  th ey  
would be in d u ced  to vo te  w ith  th e i r  land lo rd .  T h e y  a re  p ec u lia r ly  c i rc u m sta n ced  
in  re spec t  to p r o p e r ty ;  th ey  ho ld  leases  u n d e r  M r .  P en n e fa t l ie r  of th e  com m ons,  
an d  a  ques tion  has  been  ra ised  ab o u t  th e  va lid ity  o f  th a t  lease . T h e y  h a v e  b een  
told th a t  the  lease  is a  b ad  one  ; t h a t  th e  p e rso n  who m ad e  the  lease  h a d  no  r ig h t  
to m a k e  it.

5466. D id  M r.  P e n n e fa th e r  t u r n  o u t  som e o f  th e  v o te rs  w ho v o ted  c o n t ra ry  to  
his w ishes on the  e lec t ion  before th e  la s t  ?— I do n o t  re m e m b e r  th a t  he  d id  ; b u t  
s ince  the  la s t  co n te s ted  e lec tion , I t h in k  h e  h a s  lo o k ed  for r e n t s  t h a t  w ere  d u e  to 
h im  from  those  te n a n ts  th a t  h e  o th erw ise  w ould  n o t  h av e  lo o k ed  for.

5467. D o  you th in k  it  is p oss ib le  t h a t  th e  in t im id a t io n ,  a n d  th e  in f lam m ato ry  
speeches  th a t  have been  used ,  m ay  h a v e  b een  u sed  to en a b le  th e  te n a n ts  to  p lead  
to th e i r  land lo rds ,  a s  ju s t if ica t io n  for th e i r  votes, th e  v io lence  th a t  m ig h t  be e x e r ­
cised  ag a in s t  th em  by o th e r  p a r t ie s ,  as  well as  th e i r  lan d lo rd s  ; th a t  is , to iu rn ish  
th e  te n a n t  w ith  a n  apology to the  lan d lo rd ,  p re s u m in g  th a t  th e  t e n a n t  w ished  to 
vote  ag a in s t  h is  lan d lo rd  ?— I a m  q u i te  su re  th a t  th e  in d u cem e n ts  t h a t  w e re  held  
o u t  to°the peop le ,  w ere  he ld  o u t  because  th e y  w ere  co n s id e red  to  be th e  m ost  
l ikely  to a t ta in  the  ob ject in  view.

5468. D o  you  th in k  th a t  a t e n a n t ,  who was a f ra id  o f  h is  lan d lo rd ,  b u t  w ho 
w ished to vo te  w ith  the  p eo p le ,  w ould  be  g lad  o f  th e  excuse  to  h is  lan d lo rd  th a t  
h e  was th re a te n e d  by  th e  p eo p le  ?— T o  be su re  h e  w ould  ; m ost  u n d oub ted ly .  
T h e  g re a t  m ass  o f  th ese  t e n a n t s  ow ed one ,  two, a n d  som e o f  th em  th r e e  y e a rs ’ 
rent.

5469. T h ere fo re ,  i f  th e y  vo ted  a g a in s t  M r.  P e n n e f a th e r ,  th e y  r a n  g r e a t  r i s k  o f  
the  whole o f  th is  a r r e a r  be in g  d em an d e d  o f  th e m  ?— Y es.

5470. If, on  the  o th e r  h an d ,  th e y  vo ted  in  favour o f  th e  lan d lo rd ,  they  ra n
g re a t  r isk  of an n o y an ce  an d  v io lence  on  th e  p a r t  oi th e  p eo p le  ? ^  es.

5471. T here fo re ,  w h ich  ev e r  w ay th ey  v o ted ,  a  g r e a t  a m o u n t  o f  evil was likely  
to o v er take  th em  ?— Y es, th a t  is th e  fact. (p p .  305 , 319, 3*21.)

J o h n  O ’B h i e n , E s q .

8992. I  b e l i e v e  you a r e  a  m ed ica l  g e n t l e m a n  2— Y es.
8993. L iv ing  in  C ashel ?— Y es.

e



50

8904. D o  you rem em ber th e  election a t  C ashel in  J a n u a ry  last ?— I do.
899«). W h o  were the cand ida tes  ?— C a p t a i n ---------- an d  th e  p re sen t  A tto rn ey -

G enera l  for I re lan d ,  th en  Serjean t P e rr in .
8996. D id  you tak e  an  active p a r t  in  that  e lec tion  ?— I did.
8997. F o r  w h o m ?— F o r  S e r jean t  P e r r in .  ,
8998. F o r  the  po p u la r  cand ida te  ?— Y es.
8999. D id  m ost of th e  in d ep en d e n t  an d  w ealthy  in h ab i tan ts  of Cashel vote for 

the po p u la r  candida te  ?— A lm ost  all of them .
9000. A re  they  p ersons  l ikely  to be in t im id a ted  or coerced  to vote con tra ry  to 

th e ir  own political op in ions ?— T h e y  are n o t  ; n o t  one th a t  vo ted  could be coerced, 
in  m y opinion.

9001. W e re  th e re  any  of th e  vo te rs  who h a d  p rev iously  prom ised the  an t i -p o ­
p u la r  cand ida te ,  an d  w ere  forced, by in t im id a tio n  on the  p a r t  of the  fr iends of the 
po p u la r  candida te ,  to b r e a k  th a t  p rom ise  by in tim idation  ?— T h e re  was no  in t i ­
m idation  w h a tev er  on the side o f  th e  p o p u la r  candida te .  I  believe th e re  were two 
perso n s  in  C ashel who did p rom ise  the  u n p o p u la r  cand ida te ,  a n d  who did n o t  vote 
for h im  afterw ards. O ne  of th em  was m ost  p a r ticu la r ly  circum stanced . M r.
---------- , the  b a r r is te r ,  was firs t  a cand ida te  for C ashel before M r .---------- , and  he
canvassed  the electors for one  day ; an d  one o f  th ese  two I have m en tio n ed  were
persons  w ith  w hom  C a p t a i n ---------- d ea lt  very  ex tens ive ly  ; he  was a woollen-
d ra p e r  ; and  M rs .  C a p ta in  — -------sen t a  m essage to th is  person  s ta t in g  th a t  she
d id  n o t  req u ire  h im  to vote for M r . ---------- , the  b a r r is te r ,  an d  as the  cap ta in
was no t  a cand ida te  he  m igh t  vote for whom he pleased  ; an d  he  p rom ised  us, and 
he  k e p t  his p rom ise.

9002. W a s  M r.  M .---------- th a t  you  m en tioned  a  cand ida te  in  the  a n t i -p o p u la r
in te re s t  ?— Yes, a n d  h e  canvassed  the  city one day.

9003. D o  you know  th e  p ar ish  p r ie s t  of C ashel {— V ery  well.
9004. I s  h e  a v io len t po litic ian  or o therw ise ?— H e  is n o t  a v io len t ,  n o t  even 

an  active po li tic ian  ; he is n o t  a po litica l p r ie s t  by  an y  m eans.
9005. D oes h e  usually  busy  h im se lf  m uch  in  elections ?— H e  took  no p a r t

w h a tev er  in  the  J a n u a ry  election un t i l  th e  day o f  M r . ---------- ’s a rrival ,
9006. W h a t  day was th a t  ?— T h e  1st o f  Jan u a ry .
9007. H o w  m any  days before the  e lec tion  ?— F o u r te e n  days.
9008. D o  you  recollect a m ee t in g  th a t  took  place  a t  the  com m ons or r a c e ­

course  ?— I do.
9009. W a s  D r. M ‘D o n n e ll  the  p ar ish  p r ie s t  th e re  ?— H e  was.
9010. D id  y o u r  h e a r  h im  address  the  people  in  favour of the  p o p u la r  can d i­

d a te  ?— I  did.
9011. W e re  you p re sen t  a t  th e  en t i re  of th a t  add ress  ?— I  was.
9012. D id  th a t  pa r ish  p r ie s t  u se  any  expressions, such as the  following-*' T h a t  

“  he  would deprive  the  v o te rs  of the  r i te s  of th e ir  re ligion, th a t  he  would b r in g  
“  th e  s ickness  upon  them , th a t  he would m e l t  them , th a t  the  g rass  should  grow 
“  a t  th e ir  doors ,” i f  they  d id  n o t  vote the  way he  w ished  th em  ?— H e  d id  not, 
ce r ta in ly  ; h e  d id  n o t  use any  o f  those expressions.

9013. Could ho h av e  used  th em  w ithou t yo u r  h ea r in g  t h e m ? — H e  could 
not.

9014. W o u ld  the  po p u la r  can d id a te  have  been  r e tu rn e d  a t  th a t  election, 
w h e th e r  th e  p a r ish  p r ie s t  in te rfe red  o r  n o t ? — H e  would. I should  pe rh ap s  
m en tio n  th a t  before the  p a r ish  p r ie s t  took  any  p a r t  w hatsoever in  it ,  we h ad  140
p rom ises  ou t of 250, soon  a f te r  we sen t  th e  req u is i t io n  to M r . ---------- . M r.
---------- , 1 should  beg to say, d id  n o t  call upon u s ,  we called up o n  h im  a t  an
early  period.

9015. W a s  there  any th re a t  or in t im ida tion  used on the  p a r t  of th e  po p u la r  
cand ida te  o r  his fr iends, to induce  an y  vo ters  to vo te  on the  p o p u la r  side a t  th a t  
e le c t io n ? — N o, n o t  the slightest.

9016. W'ere th e re  any  th rea ts  or in t im id a tio n  used  on the  p a r t  o f  the a n t i -p o ­
p u la r  cand ida te ,  to induce  persons  to vote for th a t  cand ida te  a t  th a t  election ?—  
T h e re  were.

9017. C an  you s ta te  any  in s tan ce  ?— M r. — ——— , has  in  h is  possession at 
p re s e n t  a la rg e  t ra c t  of the  com m ons lands. O n  h is  p a r t  o f  the com m ons th e re



are 59 e lec to rs ,  th a t  is, o f  those  who were e lec to rs  a t  th e  last J a n u a r y  election ; 
an d  th e re  were six  te n a n ts  also o f  th e  a n t i -p o p u la r  can d id a te ,  an d  th ey  canvassed  
these repea ted ly .

.0018. W h o ? — T h e  a n t i -p o p u la r  c a n d id a te  a n d  h is  f r iends  ; they  occupied  a 
house  a t  w h ich  they  t rea ted  them  with w h iskey  ; i t  was a k in d  o f  rendezvous,  
and  th ey  th re a te n e d  to tu rn  o u t  o f  th e i r  houses  those  who d id  n o t  vote for th em  
who were te n a n ts  a t will ; th ey  p a r t ic u la r ly  th re a te n e d  o n e  m an  o f  th e  nam e  of

9019. W h a t  was the  th re a t  used  ?— T h a t  th ey  w ould  tu rn  h im  o u t  o f  his 
house.

9020. H a v e  an y  o f  those  th rea ts  been  p u t  in to  ex ecu tio n  to y o u r  know ledge  ?—  
Im m ed ia te ly  a f te r  th e  election they  co m m enced  a  sys tem  o f  w h a t  I w ould  call 
e x t re m e  h a rd sh ip  to th e  te n a n ts  ; they  sen t  four a rm e d  d r iv e rs  to the  com m ons, 
an d  k e p t  th em  th e re  oft’an d  on for n ea r ly  th ree  m onths .

9021. W a s  th is  a n y  ex p en se  to th e  te n a n t s ? — W h e re v e r  th e re  was a  se izure  
th e  t e n a n t  had  to p a y  the  expenses.

9022. W a s  th e re  an y  exclusive dea ling ,  e i th e r  th re a te n e d  or p u t  in to  e x e cu ­
tion, u p o n  an y  sh o p k ee p e r  in  th e  town o f  C ashel for the  u n p o p u la r  cand ida te  ?—  
Yes, the  two p ersons  I spoke  of, w ho p ro m ised  h im , an d  who vo ted  af te rw ards,
ag a in s t  him , the  custom  o f  M r .  -----------, an d  every  one  o f  h is  co n nex ion  was
w ithdraw n.

9023. D o  y o u  im ag ine  th a t  those  v o te rs  voted  for th e  p o p u la r  ca n d id a te  in  
consequence  of th e i r  own op in ion  co inc id ing  w ith  th e  po li tica l  o p in ions  o f  the  
p o p u la r  cand ida te ,  o r  in  consequence  o f  in t im id a t io n  ?— I am  satisfied th a t  they  
vo ted  for the  p o p u la r  ca n d id a te  in  consequence  o f  h is  po litica l op in ions  co inc id ing  
w ith  theirs .

9024. A rc  you aw are  of a P ro te s ta n t  vo ter of th e  nam e  o f ---------- , h a v in g  p r o ­
m ised  to vote  for th e  p o p u la r  cand ida te ,  and  b e in g  obliged  to b re ak  th a t  p ro m ise  ?
—  I am  aw are  of such a  th ing ,  he dec lined  voting.

9025. W h y  d id  he  dec line  v o t in g ?— H e fw a s  ap p l ied  to by two c le rg y m en  of 
the  E s tab lish ed  C h u rch ,  r e q u e s t in g  his in te re s t ,  an d  p u t t in g  a  v e ry  s t ro n g  case
to  h im  w hy he  o u g h t  to vote for M r . -----------, a n d  he  co n sequen tly  ap p l ied  to m e
to in te r fe re  w ith  M r . -----------, to le t  h im  oflfhis p rom ise ,  a n d  h e  would n o t  vote
a t  all.

9020. H a d  i t  n o t  been  for th e  in fluence o f  th e  P r o t e s t a n t  c le rg y m en ,  do  you 
believe he  would have  k e p t  his p rom ise ,  a n d  vo ted  fo r  the  p o p u la r  ca n d id a te  ?—
I am satisfied  he  would.

9027. W a s  th e  in fluence so g r e a t  th a t  i t  in d u c e d  th is  m a n  to w ish  to  r e t r a c t
h is  p rom ise  ?— H e  is an  in t im a te  f r iend ,  an d  has  a n  agency  u n d e r --------------
a n d -----------—  wrho ap p l ied  to h im  wras -------------- ; an d  th e  o t h e r ----------------who
ap p lied  to h im  was a re la t iv e  of, o r  co n n ec ted  w ith  h is  wife. •

9030. D o  you know  an  a t to rn e y  l iv in g  in  C ashe l  w ho ac ted  a s  a n  a g e n t  o f  th e  
u n p o p u la r  can d id a te  ?— Yes.

9031. D id  he  use an y  th rea ts  to in d u cc  p e rso n s  to vote for his e m p lo y e r? —  
H is  son  is also an  a t to rn ey ,  a n d  w as  a  p a id  a g e n t  a t  th e  e lec t io n ;  he  h a d  two 
c le rk s  w ho w ere  voters, an d  h e  th re a te n e d  to d isch a rg e  th em  b o th  un less  they  
voted  w ith  h im .

9032. D id  th ey  vote with  h im  ?— T h ey  vo ted  for th e  p o p u la r  can d id a te ,  and 
he d id  d ischarge  them .

9037. W i th  re sp e c t  to th e  ex p ress io n s  s ta te d  to have  b ee n  m ad e  use  of by the  
parish  p r ie s t ,  m ig h t  he no t use them  w ithou t  y o u r  h e a r in g  th em  ?— I t  is  qu ite  
im possib le ; I a c co m p an ied  h im  to th e  co m m o n s ,  an d  s tood  on the  table  
with him.

9038. W e re  you  p re s e n t  a t  ev e ry  ad d ress  he  m ad e  to the  peop le  ?— I was 
th e re  was no t an  e lec to r can v assed  th a t  I  was n o t  p re s e n t  at.

9039. A n d  a t  h is  g e n e ra l  h a ra n g u e s  w ere  you  p r e s e n t  also ?— 1 w as; he 
n ev e r  h a ran g u ed  th em  ex c ep t  on  th e  two occasions.

9040. Y o u  said, th e re  was no  in t im id a t io n  o n  th e  p a r t  o f  the  p o p u la r  c a n d i ­
d a te  o r  his fr iends ; are  you  awra re  t h a t  a n y  p e rso n  h a s  been  in ju red  by the 
p o p u la r  cand ida te  or h is  f r iends  s in ce  th e  e lec tion , for h a v in g  vo ted  for the
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an t i -p o p u la r  candida te ?— N o t  a  single case;  there  has been perfec t  good feeling 
s ince that.

9041. T h e re  was a ru m our,  th a t  the par ish  p r ie s t  had sa id  a cross should be 
affixed to the  doors of two b ak e rs  i f  they  d id  no t vote for the  p o p u la r  cand ida te  ; 
a n d  tha t ,  in  consequence of that ,  they  have suffered injury. D o  you believe 
such  a th re a t  was used, or have they suffered any  in ju ry  in  consequence ?— 1 am 
quite  satisfied there  was no  such  th rea t  used ; and  I  am  quite satisfied th a t  no 
person  has been  in ju red  in  trade.

9042. W h e re  th e re  no t windows b ro k en  ?— W e  had i l lum ina tions  on the n ight 
the  election te rm ina ted ,  a n d  those who vo ted  for th e  u n p o p u la r  cand ida te  d id  not 
i l lum inate  ; b u t  th e re  was n o t  a single p an e  o f  glass broken . I  should  sta te ,  as 
a  fact, th a t  i t  was only by in t im ida tion ,  u n d u e  influence, an d  a  system  of bullying, 
that, th e  opposite  p a r ty  could have  h ad  the  leas t  chance of success.

9043. D o  you know  an y  th in g  o f  C lonm el ?— I do.
9044. Y ou have  s ta ted  th a t  th e re  a re  ce rta in  facts which you have  h ea rd ,  and  

which you believe re la t in g  to the la s t  e lection  at C lonmel, up o n  which you can 
g ive evidence to the  C om m ittee  ; now before you give evidence as to those facts, 
we wish to be in form ed w ha t  the n a tu re  of th e  evidence is upon  which your belief 
is founded  ?— C ashel is only twelve miles d is tan t  from  Clonm el, I am  constan tly  
in  the  h ab i t  of g o in g  there ,  an d  I am  acquain ted  w ith  a g re a t  m any  of the p eo p le  
there .

9045. H a v e  those facts been  com m unica ted  to you by tru s tw orthy  persons, 
p e rsons  whom  you a re  in  th e  h ab i t  of bel iev ing  upon  th e ir  asse rt ion  in  ord inary  
transac tions ,  an d  have  th ey  been  com m unica ted  to you by those persons,  as 
be in g  w ith in  th e i r  know ledge  ?— T h e y  have been  com m unica ted  to m e by  t r u s t ­
w orthy p e rso n s ,  a n d  as tacts w ith in  th e i r  own know ledge. O ne p a r t icu la r  fact 
was th e  case of a m ille r  who was tu rn e d  out of em ploym ent for h av in g  vo ted  for 
the  p o p u la r  candida te .  I have h ea rd  and  believe th a t  th e re  was an ex tensive  
system  of persecu tion  ca r r ied  on by the  unsuccessful cand ida te  an d  h is  friends.
I have h ea rd  an d  believe, an d  i t  is the g en e ra l  p rev a il in g  belief in m y p a r t  of 
the  coun try ,  th a t  the  e lection  ot 1832 did n o t  cost the  successful cand ida te  a shil­
ling, an d  i t  cost  the  unsuccessful candida te  a large  am o u n t ; I  have h e a rd  4,000/.
I  should  m en tion ,  w ith  reg a rd  to C ashel,  th a t  the  e lection  of C ashel cost M r.  
---------- , the  successful cand ida te ,  5/. 12s.

9046. W a s  th e re  a n y  su b sc r ip t io n ?— I suppose  the cost for p r in t in g ,  and  
m essengers ,  an d  w a tchm en , was som eth ing  u n d e r  40/.

9047. W as th a t  defrayed by su b sc r ip t io n ?— Yes.
9048. T h a t  was the  to tal a m o u n t  of the  e x p e n se ? — Y e s ;  an d  i t  cost the 

opposite  p a r ty  600/.
9049. O n  w h a t  au th o r i ty  do  you sp ea k  o f  th a t  ?— O n  the  au th o r i ty  o f  th e i r  

agen t.  1 m ad e  a ch a rg e  on h im  of p e rsecu tin g  the  te n a n ts  (life is a good-natured , 
sensib le  m an , and  has ac ted  k ind ly  s ince  the election) ; an d  he  said it cost the 
unsuccessful cand ida te  600/.

9050. D id  h e  allege th a t  as  a reason  why he  was forcing the ten an ts  to pay 
th e i r  r e n ts  ? Y es ; he alleged th a t  as  a reason, wrhy the  unsuccessful candida te  and  
h is  b ro th e r  were forc ing  th e  ten an ts  to pay  th e ir  ren ts .  T h e re  is a c ircum stance  
which i t  is necessary  for me to exp la in , w ith  reg a rd  to w hat is ca lled  th e  b reak in g
o f the  p rom ises  of the ten an ts  on the com m ons. F o r  some w eeks before M r .------ \s
a r r iv a l  in  Cashel, M r.  , th e  o th e r  cand ida te  an d  his fr iends, were canvassing,
an d  we found th a t  they  h a d  m ad e  use of the nam es o f  respec tab le  persons  in 
C ashel to en d eavour to  induce  p e rso n s  to ac t  as tWey did ; they s ta ted  th a t  some 
ot th e  m o s t  in fluential persons  in  Cashel had p rom ised  them , and  they  m entioned  
th e  par ish  p r ie s t  as th e i r  friend. W e  to ld  th em  ( th e  electors on the commons) 
th a t  p rom ises  m ade  u n d e r  false rep resen ta tio n s  were not b inding .

9051. D o  you  believe th a t  those m en  who so voted for the p o p u la r  candida te  
voted in  acco rdance  with th e i r  own polticai op in ions ?— Ï am  satisfied they did, 
an il  o f  the  58 who voted for th e  u n p o p u la r  cand ida te ,  I am  satisfied th a t  the 
m ajo rity  would n o t  h av e  voted for h im  if they th o u g h t  th e ir  votes would have 
re tu rn e d  h im .

9052. D o  you  mean that their political opinions were really adverse to those of
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the u n p o p u la r  cand ida te  ?— T h e  p o li t ica l  op in ions  o f  the  m ajo ri ty ,  or a t  le a s t  a 
m oiety  o f  them . (pp .  -508, 510.)

J o h n  W i l l c o c k s , E s q .

5490. Y o u  a re  a s t ip en d ia ry  m a g is t ra te  in  the  c o u n ty  o f  T ip p e ra ry ? — I am  
ch ie f  m ag is t ra te  o f  police.

5491. H ow  long  have  you  he ld  th a t  office in  the co u n ty  ?— S in ce  183*2. I  was 
ap p o in ted  ch ie f  constab le  in  1821, an d  ch ie f  m a g is t ra te  in  1832.

5507. W h ich  do you consider  th e  m o s t  efficacious, th e  in fluence o f  the  la n d ­
lord  o ver  h is  ten an t ,  o r  the in fluence o f  the  p r i e s t  o v e r  h is  p a r is h io n e r  ?— I th in k  
the  p r ie s t  can  tak e  th e  te n a n t  from  th e  land lo rd , a n d  I th in k  th e y  h av e  d one  it  
in  m an y  instances.

5568. T h e n  the  p r ie s t ,  in  fact, exerc ises  h is  in fluence for po litica l  p u rp o s e s ? —  
X o  d o u b t  o f  it.

5569. D oes  n o t  the  lan d lo rd  exerc ise  h is  in fluence for po li t ica l  p u rp o se s  also ? 
— I believe such  th in g s  m ay  have  occu rred ,  b u t  I c a n n o t  s ta te  an in s tan ce  o f  a  
land lo rd  t u r n in g  a  t e n a n t  o u t  in  consequence  o f  th e  vote h e  has  g iven .  A f te r
M r . -------------- had  g iven  h is  vo te ,  1 h e a rd  M r.  B agw ell  say, “  I a m  g lad  th a t  M r.
-------------- h a s  vo ted  as h e  has  d o n e ;  Í d id  n o t  ask  h im  for his vote. M r . ------------
has  been  u n d e r  com plim en ts  to m e ;  I am  b e t te r  p leased  th a n  i f  I h a d  a  1001. 
th a t  he  voted  as he  did.*’

5570. So th a t  w hile  th is  p e rsecu t io n  is g o in g  on  u p o n  th e  o th e r  s ide, an d  u n ­
ju s t  in fluence used  to com pel p e r s o n s  to v o te  c o n t ra ry  to th e i r  w ishes, a n d  ac ­
co rd in g  to the  w ishes o f  th e  p r ies ts ,  th e  lan d lo rd s  have no t ,  acco rd in g  to yo u r  
in fo rm ation ,  p u n ish e d  th e i r  t e n a n ts  fo r h a v in g  vo ted  c o n tra ry  to th e i r  w ishes ?—  
I  believe th a t  M r .  P e n n e fa th e r  sa id  th a t  h e  w ould  look  for the  a r r e a r s  o f  r e n t  
from  th e  te n a n ts  up o n  th e  com m ons o f  C ashel ; th a t  as  th e y  chose  to go ag a in s t  
h is  in te re s t ,  he would n o t  pay  th em  an y  re sp ec t ,  or be k in d  to th e m  as h e  was 
heretofore , a n d  M r.  P e n n e fa th e r  was p ro v e rb ia l  for h is  k in d n e s s  to the  t e n a n t r y ;  
for the eleven  yea rs  1 was in  C ashe l ,  I  n e v e r  h e a rd  a n y  co m p la in ts  ag a in s t  h im  ; 
lie was always held  up as a m o s t  ex ce l len t  land lo rd .

5571. D o  you  k n o w  w h e th e r  su b seq u e n t  to  t h a t  e lec tion , M r.  P e n n e f a th e r  h ad  
ac tua lly  e jec ted  te n a n ts  from  th e i r  h o ld in g s ?— 1 do n o t  believe h e  e jec ted  any  
one, b u t  1 believe h e  d is t ra in ed  for a r r e a r s  of ren t.

5572. W hich  he  would n o t  h av e  d is t ra in ed  for i f  those  m en  h a d  vo ted  for h im  ? 
— P ro b ab ly  not.

5573. T h e n  you believe th a t  M r.  P e n n e f a th e r  h a v in g  d one  th a t  w hich  the  law 
allows h im  to  do, nam ely , to ob ta in  h is  re n t ,  has  ex e rc ised  th e  in f luence  o f  a  la n d ­
lord  acco rd ing  to th e  m ean s  w hich  th e  law allows h im  ?— C erta in ly .

5574. D oes n o t  th e  law allow the  in te r fe re n c e  o f  the  p r ie s t  to can v ass  vo ters  
a t  the  e lec tion  ?— I do n o t  th in k  i t  p re v e n ts  it .

5575. D o  you co n s id e r  th a t  th e  k in d n e s s  done by a  lan d lo rd  to his ten an t ,  in 
s u sp en d in g  an y  d em an d  for re n t ,  is a  leg i t im a te  in fluence of p ro p e r ty  ?— 1 do.

5576. D o  you  cons ider  th a t  i t  is  a leg i t im a te  exerc ise  o f  pow er for th e  p r ie s t  
to h a ra n g u e  h is  p a r ish io n e rs  in  th e  chapel,  o r  to canvass  th e m  in  th e i r  houses 
w ith  a  c ruc if ix  in  h is  h and ,  b r in g in g  in to  o p e ra t io n  the  sp i r i tu a l  in fluence o f  r e ­
lig ion , in  o rd e r  to m a k e  m e n  ac t  acco rd in g  to h is  w ishes in  a  tem p o ra l  m a t te r  ? 
— M y  o p in ion  is ,  t h a t  n e i th e r  a  R om an C atho lic  n o r  a  P ro te s ta n t  c le rg y m an  o u g h t  
to in te rfe re  in  politics.

5577. D o  you co n s id e r  th a t  th a t  is a  leg i t im a te  influence w h ich  a  p r ie s t  o u g h t  
to exercise, by  u s in g  sp i r i tu a l  pow er w ith in  h is  c h u rch ,  o r  by  p ro d u c in g  a crucifix  
to the voter, in  o rd e r  to in fluence h im  in  v o t in g ? — I th in k  i t  is not.

5578. D o  you th e n  cons ider  th a t  the  one ex e rc is in g  th e  leg i t im a te  in fluence o f  
p ro p e r ty  is justif ied , a n d  th a t  the  o th e r  ex e rc is in g  a  s p i r i tu a l  in fluence is n o t  j u s ­
t if ied?— 1 do ; i f  I have  a t e n a n t  l iv in g  u n d e r  m e, an d  I  am k in d  to h im , do ing  
every  th in g  1 can  for h is  benefit, a n d  th e  benefi t  o f  h is  family, a n d  1 w ish th e  
h o n o u r  of being M em b er  o f  P a r l ia m e n t ,  a n d  th a t  m a n  re fuses  to g ra t i fy  m e in 
th a t  hon o u r,  I th in k  all t ies a re  sev e red  be tw een  us.

5579. S up p o s in g  th a t  m an  differs from  you in  a g r e a t  po litica l question , do you 
still th in k  you a re  en ti t led  to h is  vote ?— 1 t h in k  it is the leg i t im a te  r ig h t  of the
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lan d lo rd  to have  the vote of h is tenan t .  I  th in k  I am  b e t te r  en t i t led  to it  th an  a 
s trange r .

•5580. Supposing- any  one had  done you a service, an d  lie was to com e and  ask  
you to re p ay  that  by going  to vote for M r.  O ’Connell,  would you n o t  th in k  it  
ha rd  ?-—N o ; i f  h e  was m y landlord , if  he  was a k in d  land lo rd  to me, as M r.  
P e n n e fa th e r  is to his tenan ts ,  I  th in k  I  ough t to go in  w ha tever way lie pleased ; 
ii lie h im se lf  was concerned , i f  I was in th a t  s i tua t ion  myself, if  Í d id  not vote 
lo r  h im  I would n o t  vote ag a in s t  him.

5581. Y ou m ean , th a t  i f  your political sen tim en ts  were so s tro n g  th a t  you could 
n o t  give your land lo rd  your vote, you would neu tra lize  your vote bv not votin&r at 
a l l? — Certainly.

«3582. D o  you conceive that ,  as a vo ter,  your re g a rd  for your lan d lo rd  ough t 
to be su per io r  to yo u r  re g a rd  lor  the  good ot th e  co u n try ?— I f  the re  was a  c a n ­
d ida te  who I  th o u g h t  was go ing  n o t  for the good of th e  country , 1 would n o t  vote 
for him.

5583. E v en  though  your lan d lo rd  should  req u ire  you !— E v e n  though m y la n d ­
lord  should  requ ire  me.

5584. If you th o u g h t  p ro p e r  to w ithho ld  yo u r  vote from your land lo rd , would 
riot you th in k  th a t  y o u  would fairly  forfeit any claim  upon h im  for k in d n ess  or 
indu lgence to you ?— N o d o u b t  w hatever.

5585. O r  the renew al of your lease ?— I should  th in k  th a t  all tics of re c ip ro ­
city  an d  good feeling were severed  betw een us.

558C. 1̂ hen you th in k  i t  was the in ten t io n  ol the  leg is la tu re  to give the f r a n ­
chise solely lo r  the  benefit  oi the  land lo rd  i— I ca n n o t  say  w ha t  the in ten tio n  
°* “ ^ l e g i s l a t u r e  vvas ; I  am  only say ing  how I  would ac t  myself.

5 5 8 / .  W ould  i t  no t be b e t te r ,  up o n  th a t  supposition , to give the land lo rd  a
ce r ta in  n u m b e r  of votes, acco rd ing  to th e  n u m b er  of his ten an ts  ?— (pp. 323 
328— 330.)  vi i

J .  C a r a h e r , E s q ., N ew ry .

7437. W a s  t h e r e  i n t e r f e r e n c e  o f  t h e  l a n d e d  p r o p r i e t o r s  o n  t h e  o c c a s i o n  o f  t h e
last e lec t io n ?— Y e s ;  on the  la s t  e l e c t i o n . ------------------------------------------- f shortly
before i t  com m enced , w ro te  to h is  agen t,  saying, th a t  he w ished h is  in te re s t  to be 
g iven  in  favour oi S ir  T h o m a s  S taples. T h is  gen t lem an  w en t w ith  S ir  T hom as 
an d  his p a r ty  to canvass th e  tenants.

/438 .  D o  you know  w h e th e r  any  notices h av e  been  served  on any  of those }.—  
Yes.

7439. S in c e ? — Im m ed ia te ly  a f te r  it.
7440. U p o n  those  who voted in favour of M r.  B ra d y ? — Yes.
7441. \ \  ere  the no tices served  on a l l --------- ------------- .’g te n a n ts  who had  voted

tor M r.  B rad y  .’— T h ey  were, an d  served  im m edia te ly  a f te r  th e  election, and  1 
believe a t  some tim e p rev ious  to th e  1 s t  M ay  last, a good m an y  o f  those, who also 
v o ted  lor S ir  Ih o m a s  S tap les ,  were served  with notices. I t  was no ticed  in the 
New ry  E x a m in e r ,  sho rt ly  a f te r  the  first  class o f  no tices  were served , the h a r d ­
sh ip  on  the  ten an try  ol these  notices be ing  s e r v e d , ---------- ------------ , h a v in g  seen
this* p arag iap l i  i:i the N ew ry  E x a m in e r ,  *------ -- --------------w rote  a le t te r  to the  edi-
toiM>f the E x a m in e r ,  d isavow ing any  know ledge  w h a te v e r  o f  these notices.

7412. I l a v e  an y  of th e  pa r tie s ,  who rece ived  no tice  since the election o f  1835, 
actually, q u i t te d  ? 1 lie tim e has n o t  a r r iv ed  y e t  ; N o v e m b e r  n e x t  is th e  time.

7443. H a v e  any  of the  trad esm en  been in ju red  in  th e i r  custom  th ro u g h  this 
elec tion , (a t  New ry, in  1835) in consequence o f  the  votes they  gave  I— T h e y  have 
been on both sides s ince th a t ,  to som e ex ten t ,  1 believe.

7444. Iii w ha t  way ?— T hose  p erso n s  who su p p o r ted  M r. B rad y  and  voted for 
jum , M r .  B rady’s o p p o n en ts  have ceased to dea l w ith  th em , a n d  have  told them  
in some ins tances  they  would not.

7145. H a s  th a t  h ap p e n ed  in m an y  ins tances  ?— Y es  ; in  m any I believe.
7 1 10. A n d  they also s ta te  th a t  the sam e th in g  h ap p e n e d  on the  o th e r  side, th a t  

M r.  B rad y ’s su p p o r te r s  had  d iscon tinued  dea ling  w ith  those who supported  Sir 
T h o m as  S tap les  i ~ Yes, T u n d e r s ta n d  so, in re ta lia tion ,  (p . 434.)
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R e v . J a m e s  M a h e r , Carlow.

10275. H a s  exc lusive  d ea lin g  been  re so r ted  to b y  th e  peop le  I— I believe n o t  
to an y  g re a t  ex ten t .

1027b*. H a s  i t  been  re so r ted  to by the  g e n t ry ? — I  h av e  h ea rd  t rad e rs  in  C ar-  
low stating-, th a t  in consequence  o f  t h e i r  vo ting  for th e  l ibera l  p a r ty ,  2 0  pass  
books were closed w ith  som e o f  th em  by the  g e n t le m e n  o f  th e  c o u n ty  ; they 
ceased  to deal w ith  them  a n y  lo n g e r ,  a n d  t ran s fe r re d  th e i r  d ea lin g  a n d  custom  
elsew here , a n d  on th e  o th e r  s ide  th e re  was a  d eg ree  o f  reac tion .

10277. So th a t  exc lus ive  d ea l in g  h a s  been ca r r ie d  on on both  sides ?— Yes.
1027S. I n  th is  s ta te  o f  th in g s ,  do you  n o t  th in k  an e lec to r  in  h u m b le  c i rc u m ­

stances , d e p e n d e n t  on h is  la n d lo rd  on th e  one  h an d ,  d e p e n d e n t ,  p e rh ap s ,  on 
public  op in ion  for h is  dom estic  peace  a n d  t ran q u i l l i ty  on th e  o th e r ,  is p laced , a t  
an  e lec tion , in  a very  ca lam itous  c o n d i t io n ? — I d o ;  I t h in k  h e  is v e ry  u n fo r ­
tu n a te ly  c ircum stanced .

10279. D o  you n o t  t h in k  i t  w ou ld  be m u ch  b e t t e r  for th e  g r e a t  body o f  the  
e lec to rs  to be  d ep r iv ed  o f  th e i r  f ranch ise  th a n  th a t  th e  p re s e n t  sys tem  sh o u ld  be 
allow ed to co n t in u e  ?— I  have  o ften  sa id  it ,  a n d  have  h e a rd  o th e r  c le rg y m en  d e ­
c la re  t h a t  the  elec tors  h av e  reason  to  cu rse  the  day  th a t  a R e fo rm  L eg is la tu re  
in v es ted  them  w ith  th e  d an g e ro u s  p r iv i leg e  o f  v o tin g  for o r  ag a in s t  can d id a te s  
to r e p re s e n t  I r i s h  co u n ties  in  P a r l ia m e n t .  I  cou ld  g ive  in s tan ces  o f  p e rso n s ,  
ia rm ers ,  one  or two o r  th re e  y ea rs  ago, who a re  now, in  co n seq u en ce  o f  th e i r  
votes, red u ced  to the  co n d it io n  o f  day  laboure rs ,  a n d  som e o f  th e m  a re  beggars .

102S0. Y ou cons ider  th a t  th e  g re a t  m a jo r i ty  o f  th e  p eo p le  th em se lv es  w ould  
be h a p p y  to  be d ep r iv e d  o f  th is  f r a n c h is e ? — N o ; b u t  1 say  th e  L eg is la tu re  th a t  
in v es ted  th em  w ith  th e  p r iv i leg e  o u g h t  to ta k e  b e t t e r  c a re  o f  th em  an d  g r a n t  
th em  p ro tec t io n  in  the  ex e rc ise  o f  th e i r  p r iv i leg e ,  a n d  th a t  is w h a t  th ey  desire ,  
(p .  584.)

D u r in g  ti.is p e r io d ,  such  w as the  e x te n t  to  w h ich  th e  n o n -d e a l in g  p r in c ip le  

was app lied ,  th a t  we find m en  p ro v c rb e d  for b e in g  benevo len t ,  tu rn e d  

in to  re sen tfu l  po li tica l  p a r t i s a n s  : a n  h o n es t  a n d  a  va luab le  fo rem an  in  a  

concern ,  is d ism issed  for v o t in g  as h e  th o u g h t  r ig h t .

/  J o h n  L o o b y .

9519. W h e r e  do you re s ide  ?— A t  C lonm el.
9520. W h a t  is yo u r  profession  .’— A  m iller .
9521. A r e  you  a m a s te r  m i l le r  ?— A  fo rem an  m i l l e r ;  we call ou r  em ployers  

the  m as te rs  ; I h av e  been  the  forem an.
9522. W h o  was y o u r  m a s te r  ?— M r . --------------
9523. H a v e  you a  vo te  lo r  th e  b o rough  o f  C lonm el ?— Yes, I  have .
9524. e re  you can v assed  by  an y  p e r s o n s  p re v io u s  to  the  tw o las t  e lec t ions  ? 

— 1 h ad  been  canvassed  by  M r .  Bagwell.
9525. By an y  ot M r.  B agw ell’s f r ie n d s  — N o , Sir , by h im se lf  personally .
9526. D id  you vote to r  M r.  B agw ell  ?— N o, S ir ,  1 v o ted  for M r .  l lo n ay n e .
9527. D id  you  vote for M r .  R o n ay n e  a t  bo th  e le c t io n s ? — N o, Sir , a t  th e  first 

e lection 1 h ad  been  can v assed  b y  M r. Bagwell, h e  ca lled  o n  m e, a n d  I  to ld  
h im  th a t  I con)d n o t  g ive  m y  vote u n t i l  th e  day  o f  the  election, I w as n o t  p r e ­
pared  th e n  ; the e lection  ca m e  on, a n d  I to ld  M r.  R c n a y n e ,  in  case he  w an ted  
me, th a t  I  w ould  vote lo r  him  ; M r.  R o n ay n e  h a d  a sufficient m ajo r i ty  w ithou t  
me, an d  he  did n o t  call on  m e.
] 9528. \Y hy  d id  you  tell M r.  R o n a y n e  t h a t  you w ould  n o t  vote for h im , un less  
•ie wjiute > you — iJecause I  was c e r ta in  I  would be d isem ployed .

9529. W h o  by ?— B y M r.  _________
95o0. By yo u r  m as te r  ?— By m y  m as te r .
9536. l h e n  a t  the  second  e lection d id  you v o t e ? — I  voted a t  the  second 

election.
953<. W e d ,  w ha t  was th e  con seq u en ce  ?— T h e  consequence  was, I  h av e  beep  

d ischarged .
9538. W ho d ischarged  y o u ? — M r.  ■
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9539. H ow  long  af te r  the  election d id  he d ischarge you ?— T h e  second day 
af te r  the e lection  I g o t  m y  discharge, which I can  show you.

9540. P ro d u ce  it, will you ?— T h is  is i t .— \_The fo llow ing Paper was then readJ 
“ J o h n  Looby w orked  with us as  a  m iller  for upw ards o f  seven years, d u ring  
which tim e h e  conducted  h im self  to o u r  satisfaction, be ing  sober, hones t  and  
a t ten t iv e  to his business. W e  now d ischarge  him , h av in g  first pa id  all wao-es 
C lonmel, 1 M on th  21, 183J .”

9547. W h e n  was an y th in g  said to you  firs t abou t q u i t t in g  your em ploym en t?
—  The n ig h t  p rev ious to the election.

9a48. W h o  spoke to you ?— I  will re p e a t  to you w hat h ap p e n ed  verbatim . T h e  
even ing  p rev ious to the e lection I h a d  n o t  been  apprised , as I usually  used to be, 
t h a t  1 was to be u p  th a t  n igh t,  for generally  any  m ach in e ry  th a t  was o u t  of order 
in  the  day-tim e I received  d irec tions to have  i t  re p a ired  a t  n igh t,  so as to be ready 
to  w ork  the  following day. I  h ad  been  app r ised  the even ing  p rev ious  to the  elec­
tion  th a t  th e re  were new b rushes  to be p u t  in to  the  flour m achine . I  w en t  home, 
w as in the ac t o f  tak in g  a  cup  o f  tea, w hen  the  s tew ard  cam e in  and  told m e I was 
to  be up  th a t  n i g h t  “ V ery  well, S ir ,” sa id  I ,  “ I shall a t te n d  ; w hat is  the 
h o u r  “ About. ten  o’c lock ,”  said he. I w en t  to the  m ill  a t  ten  o’clock, o r  a 
tew m in u te s  afterw ards, to g e t  w ha t  l i t t le  m ate r ia ls  were w an tin g  for it, b rushes  
an d  one th in g  or ano ther .  I  h ad  the  m ach ine  done a t  four o’clock in  the m o rn ­
in g ;  w orked  hard  a t  i t ,  n ev e r  know ing  the drif t  in h av in g  m e  u p  th a t  n i g h t  A fte r  
th e  jo b  was finished, I  cam e down an d  sa t  opposite the k i ln  f i re ;  I  had  n o t  been 
th e re  long, when I  was tap p ed  on the  shou lder  by the  s tew ard ; he s lep t in  the mill : 
“  J o h n ,”  said h e ,  “ is  the  job  f in ished?” — » Yes', i t  i s ,”  said I .  “ Y ou a re  w anted
in  th e  office,”  sa id  he. 1 w ent, an d  saw M a s t e r ---------- : “ J o h n ,”  said lie, “  t
w an t  you down to ---------------------- “  W h a t,  a f te r  h a v in g  been  up  all th is  n ig h t?
i t  would be r a th e r  severe  for m e to  go now,” sa id  I. “  Oh come, com e now,” 
says he, “  g e t  y o u rse lf  re ad y  a t  once, an d  com e away.” Said I .  “  W h a t  might, 
be  sa id  now, in  case I w en t  away, b u t  th a t  I  w as bribed  ?” — “  O h ,”  said he, m ak in g  
answ er,  “ I  w an t  to  have no th in g  a t  all to do ab o u t  elections ; b u t  com e w ith  m e,
1 w an t  you to come to m y  m ill.” — “  M a s t e r ---------- ,”  says I, “ th a t  is too severe
af te r  a h a rd  n ig h t’s  w ork  to re q u ire  o f  me, b u t  s top until  th ree  o’clock in the dav, 
an d  I will go  with you.” — “  Oh, come, com e,” says he, “ J o h n  p u t  on your clothes
a t  once, com e off,”  says he, “  t o -----------— Z*— W ell ,  S ir , s top  for a m o m en t ,”
says I  ; I  w an ted  to  co llec t myself, he  be in g  r a th e r  a  good em ployer ,  with  th e  ex ­
cep tion  ot h is  w an tin g  m e to go ag a in s t  m y  will an d  m y conscience ; they  pa id  me 
w ha t  I ea rned ,  honestly . I  w ent over to m y  house, w hich  was ab o u t  100 yards  
from  the  mill door, an d  ap p r ised  m y  m istress.  “ W h y ,”  says she, “  i t  is very  h a rd  
to  a sk  you to go o u t  o f  town a f te r  a  h a rd  n ig h t’s  w ork .”  I  h ad  n o t  been* there  
m ore  th an  five m in u te s  w hen  the  s tew ard ra n  a f te r  m e, an d  said, “ J o h n ,  w ha t  is 
k e e p in g  you ? ” — “ W ell, S ir , I have m ade  up  m y  m in d  no t to go ,”  sa id  I .  “ Come, 
Jo h n ,  1 have n o th in g  a t  all to do w ith  th a t ,” sa id  h e ;  an d  I accord ingly  w en t  to 
the  m ill  aga in  ; th e re  was a  horse  an d  g ig  a t  th e  door, a n d  a  person ,  as I should  
suppose h im  to be, his b ro th e r ,  h o ld ing  the  re ins o f  the ho rse ,  an d  a coachm an’s 
c loak  w ra p p ed  ro u n d  h im . “  J o h n ,”  savs he, “ a re  you read y  to come with me ?” 
“  N o , S ir ,” says I ,  “  I  am  n o t .” — “ Is  th a t  w hat you a re  go ing  to do,”  said he,
“ af te r  all the  k in d n ess  th a t  we have shown you ? ” — “  M a s t e r ---------- says I,
“  I will go w ith you to an y  place  if  you  will allow m e till th ree  o’clock in  the day, 
b u t  1 canno t th in k  ot go ing  n o w ; ”  I w an ted  h im  to have  allowed m e to have 
s to p p ed  until  th ree  o’clock in the  day, an d  th en  I would have  voted. “  W ell, take  
y o u r  choice,” said he, “ to go in to 'th a tg ig 'n o w , o r  to w alk  o u t  t h a t  door.” — “  W ell, 
S ir ,  I will walk out th e  d o o r ;”  I w a lked  to m y  own house, an d  1 a ssu re  you I 
th o u g h t  m yse lf  to be a d ischarged  m an  o u t  of th e i r  em ploym ent.  H e  overtook  
m e, he  g o t  in to  the  gig, an d  w hipped  the horse  as h a rd  as possible . N ow  m y m is­
tre ss  h ap p en ed  to be a t  th e  d o o r :  “ M rs .  Looby, is i t  no t  a h a rd  th in g  th a t  Jo h n  
will n o t  come with m e  ?” says he. “  S ir ,” says she, “  i t  is r a th e r  too severe af te r  
a  h a r d  n ig h t ’s w ork  to a sk  h im  to go w ith  you now .” Said  I ,  “  I f  you will allow 
m e un t i l  th ree  o’clock, I will go with you.” — “ N o ,” was th e  reply. “ Come now,” 
says he, “ a n d  [ will m ak e  you comfortable, an d  a n y  m o n ey  th a t  M rs. Looby 
w ants she can  g e t  i t  a t  the  office.” — “ Allow m e u n t i l  n ine  o’clock, S ir ,” said I.



“  B u t vou will vote before n in e  o’c lock ,”  says lie. I said , “ I w ould .”  W i th  th a t  he 
drove off, an d  I w a lked  in  and  to ld  m y  wife. “  I t  is a  b ad  jo b ,”  says she. “  T h e r e  
is no  he lp  fur i t ,” sa id  I ,  “  [w ill  n o t  b a r te r  m y  consc ience ,  I  will go  as  m y  in te r io r  
d ic ta te s  to m e .”  I c leaned  m yse lf  a n d  re p a i re d  to M r.  R o n a y n e ’s lod g in g  w ith  a 
g en t lem an  o f  C lonm el ; I told M r. R o n a y n e  w ha t  h ad  occu rred  as  I have  re p ea ted  
to  you, n ea r ly  in  th e  sam e  w o rd s ;  M r.  R o n a y n e  s ta r te d ,  an d  sa id  i t  was very  s e ­
vere, an d  th a t  they  w ere  n ea r ly  done ,  a s  he  supposed .  I  le f t  M r .  R o n ay n e ,  an d  
I had  n o t  seen  h im  for a good p a r t  o f  the  day. I w en t  h o m e  abou t,  as  1 m ig h t
th in k ,  n in e  o’c lock  in th e  m o rn in g ,  an d  M r . ---------------------- , s e n t  h is  c a sh ie r  for
m e  to m y  house  aga in  to com e to  his office. I w en t  o ver  w ith  th e  ca sh ie r  :
“ J o h n ,”  sa id  he “ a re  you p r e p a re d  to go w ith  M a s te r  -------------- t o --------------?”
“  N o, S ir ,”  sa id  I ,  “ I am  n o t .” — “ W h y  so ? sa id  he .  “ I m e a n  to vo te ,”  says I ,  
“  an d  th en  I will go  to a n y  p a r t  th a t  you  will r e q u ir e  m e  to go a f te r  v o tin g .”  So 
in  the  in te r im  betw een  h e  a n d  I sp ea k in g ,  M r .  R o n ay n e  an d  som e o th e r  g e n t le ­
m en  passed  by th e  w indow  : they  w ere  ap p r is e d  th a t  I w as in s ide  ; I was locked  
in  th e  office a t  th e  t im e ;  th e  m o m en t  th ey  go t  m e  in th e  office th ey  lo ck ed  the
door, M r . -------------- d id  ; h e  p erce ived  M r.  R o n ay n e  co m in g  in : “ ----------------,”
said  he  “ tu r n  o u t  th e m  fellows.” M a s t e r -----------w e n t  out, a n d  w h a t  occu rred
b e tw e en  h im  a n d  M r.  R o n ay n e  I c a n n o t  say, because  I  h e a rd  n o th in g  in  th e  
office a t  the  t im e  ; b u t  I  su p p o se  th a t  th e re  w ere  som e a n g ry  w ords, for I could 
h e a r  on ly  the noise, an d  I  sa id  I  w ould  go o u t  a n d  se t t le  th e  affair a t  once. M r.
-------------- th o u g h t  to k e e p  m e inside , b u t  I w en t  to th e  d o o r  a n d  u n lo ck ed  the
office do o r  m y se lf  an d  w alked  o u t ;  I cou ld  h e a r  n o th in g  th a t  o ccu rred  outs ide , 
b u t  I a sk ed  th e  gen t lem en ,  “  I s  i t  m e  you w a n t?  ” — “  Yes,”  sa id  one  o f  th e  g e n ­
tlem en , m ak in g  answ er.  “  I  am  with m y  em ployer ,  b u t  I will be with you  in  a 
few m in u te s ,” says I ,  r e tu r n in g  in from  M r.  R o n a y n e  a n d  th e  g en t lem en  th a t  
acco m p an ied  h im . I w ent in to  th e  office a n d  th e y  w e n t  away. “  W e ll  now,
i s  n o t  th is  p re t ty  w o rk  ?”  says M r . -------------- . “  W ell ,  w h a t  c a n  I d o ?  ”  sa id  I ;
“ i f  you rece ive  an y  h a rsh  lan g u ag e  in  the s t ree t ,  how  ca n  I he lp  t h a t ?  h av e  you 
seen m e  a m o m en t  a b se n t  from  m y b usiness  ? I  h av e  b een  witli you  e ig h t  yea rs  
all b u t  two m on ths ,  a n d  you  h av e  n o th in g  to say  a g a in s t  m e, on ly  th is  a lone, th a t  
I am  g o in g  now to vote  a s  I  th in k  p ro p e r  : you  vote for y o u r  p r inc ip les ,  a n d  why 
n o t  allow m e to do th e  sam e ? ” — “  T h e n  we ca n  n e v e r  look  o n  you  ag a in ,”  sa id  he. 
“  I c a n n o t  he lp  tha t ,  S ir ,”  sa id  I .  T h e r e  w e re  som e p erso n s  co in ing  in to  the  
office j u s t  a t  th a t  t im e ,  an d  I w a lked  out.  I  w e n t  down the  s t ree t ,  a n d  I re m a in ed  
th a t  p a r t  o f  the  day  away, u n t i l  th e  n ex t ,  a n d  1 vo ted  th e  n e x t  d ay  for M r .  
R o n a y n e .  T h e  day af te r  I vo ted ,  I  ca lled  in  a t  th e  office to k n o w  w h e th e r  I
was to be em ployed  o r  d ischarged . M r . -------------- *----------- was n o t  th e re .  I was
d es ired  to  call aga in . I left  w ord  for M r . --------------------------, t h a t  I  h a d  called
there . I ca lled  the  second t im e , a n d  he  h a d  n o t  b e e n  th e re .  W ell ,  the  d ay  af te r  
I ca lled  I m e t  w ith  h im  ; he  was s ta n d in g  by the  office lire  : “  W h a t  do  you
w an t ? ”  sa id  he, w hen  I en te re d  th e  office. “  M r . -------------- ,” sa id  I ,  “  I com e to
know  w h e th e r  I am  to be em p lo y ed  o r  d isch a rg ed  ?” — “  W h a t ! ”  sa id  he, Hying in to  
a  passion , “ h av e  you th e  face a n d  assu ran ce  to  com e to look  to  be em ployed  af te r  
w h a t  you  h av e  done ? ” — “  W h a t  d id  I do, S ir ,” sa id  I ; “ have  you  an y  th in g  to 
say  ag a in s t  m e  d u r in g  the  e ig h t  y ea rs  all b u t  two m o n th s  th a t  I  have  been  with
you ?” — “ N o ,” sa id  lie, “ only  v o t in g  for t h a t -------------- who ca lled  m y  b ro th e r  a
ruffian, a n d  if  I  h ad  it  in m y  pow er I would s t r in g  h im  a n d  th e  p r ie s ts  u p ; ” he 
used  th e  w ord  s t r in g  to th e  bes t  o f  m y  know ledge . “  W e ll ,  we ca n  n e v e r  look 011 
you ag a in ,”  sa id  lie, “  w ith  th e  sam e confidence, n o r  can  we th in k  o f  h a v in g  
you 111 ou r  e s tab l ish m en t .” — “  W ell ,  S ir ,  th e re  is 110 h e lp  for i t ,” said I ,  “ I on ly  
voted accord ing  to m y p r in c ip le s .” — “ W e can  n e v e r  look  on  you  w ith  an y  re sp e c t .” 
“  Well, S ir ,” said I ,  “ i f  I  th o u g h t  you  d id  n o t  r e s p e c t  m e  as I m er i ted ,  I could 
not th in k  o f  l iv ing  in  yo u r  co n ce rn .  I  h av e  t a u g h t  four ap p re n t ic e s  in y o u r  e s ta ­
b l ish m e n t;  they  a r e  now  well able  to  w ork ,  a n d  you  have n o th in g  to say a g a in s t  
m e, only vo ting  as m y  p rin c ip le  d i re c te d  m e .” — “  N o ,”  sa id  he, “ we n e v e r  can  
look  011 you as the  s a m e ;” a n d  h e  r e p e a te d  th o se  w ords seve ra l  t im es. “  W ell ,  
th e re  is no he lp  for i t ,”  sa id  I ,  “ all I e x p e c t  is m y  d ischarge ,  an d  I h ope  you  will 
g ive  m e m y m eri t .”  H e  gave  m e m y  d ischarge .

9 J1 9 .  D id  he give you th is  d isch a rg e  a t  th a t  t im e  ?— N o t  th a t  day : “  M y  tim e
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is r a th e r  tak en  u p  now,”  said he ; and  I  called the n e x t  day  with the expectation  
th a t  he would io rge t t i l ings ,  f o r i  was advised by some fr iends to tak e  h im  coolly 
a l te r  a  day  o r  two, or I  believe th ree  days, th in k in g  th a t  his passion would then  be 
o v e r ;  so I did, b u t  i t  was all of no use, lie wrote th a t  d ischarge which you have 
seen ;  n o t  th a t  indeed, b u t  ano ther ,  w hich  I did n o t  th in k  fit to receive, hav ing  
been p r in c ip a l  m iller  tor h im  for e ig h t  years ,  w here  th e re  was, I believe, on an  
average, 40,000 barre ls  of w heat m an u fac tu red  in  a yea r ,  an d  I the principa l 
m iller ,  m o u n t in g  the m achinery , an d  see ing  th a t  every  th in g  was done to his 
satisfaction.

9550. Y o u  say he wrote som eth ing  else, did you receive  t h a t ? — I d id ;  I l*e- 
tu rn ed  it ,  I d id  n o t  th in k  i t  a su itab le  one.

9551. W ha t  was the  substance  o f  i t  ?— I t  was n o t  so fair a  one as the  p resen t,  
a n d  I m ade a n  objection to it.

9552. D id  you m ak e  an  objection to i t  on yo u r  first receiv ing  i t  as  n o t  be ing  
sufficient t— \  es, as  n o t  be ing  sufficient for the  capacity  which I he ld  in  his con­
cern , a n d  the  objection which I m ade  to th a t  one w hich  you now have in  your 
h an d  was, th a t  he  left ou t “  p r in c ip a l  or head  m ille r .”

955o. W h en  did you receive  th is  ?— T h re e  or four days a l te r  the  election.
9554. W hen  did he  g ive you the one which you re tu rn e d  ?— 'The day p rev ious  

to rece iv ing  that.
9-5«>5. H o w  m an y  days was i t  a f te r  th a t  conversation  which you have been  ju s t  

de ta i l ing  ab o u t  s t r in g in g  up  the  p r ies ts  ?— I t  was th re e  days af te r  that.
9556. A n d  the day a f te r  you received  th is  ?— Yes.
9557. W h a t  was your objection to the first ?— I  d id  n o t  th in k  i t  sufficient for 

m e to take  to show to any  gen tlem an , th e re  was n e i th e r  “  p r in c ip a l” n o r  “ head  
m ille r” m entioned .

9558. B u t  the  first one I am  sp eak in g  of ?— I n  th e  firs t one it  was n o t  m en ­
tioned “  th a t  he  h ad  conducted  ou r  bus iness .”

9559. rl h i s  is as follows: “ J o h n  Looby w orked  with us  as m iller  for upw ards 
oi seven years, d u r in g  which t im e  he conducted h im self  to our  satisfaction, 
b e in g  sober, h o n es t  an d  a t ten t iv e  to h is  business  ; we now d ischarge him , h av in g
first p a id  all wages. Clonmel, 1 m on th  21, 1835. -------------- .”  N ow  will you
sta te  w ha t  th e re  is co n ta in ed  in  th a t  which was n o t  co n ta in ed  in  th e  one before 
th a t  ? 1 wiil give you an id ea  o f  w h a t  was in  th e  one I rece ived  before th is  :
“ J o h n  L ooby w orked  with us as  m il le r  ‘ for u p w a r d s ’ of seven  y e a r s ; ” — “ for 
.seven y ea rs” the  o th e r  was ;— “  d u r in g  which tim e he  conduc ted  h im se lf  to our 
satisfac tion , be ing  sober ;” th is  h ad  been  in the  o ther,  “  he  conduc ted  h im self  
sober, hones t  a n d  a t ten t iv e  to h is  b u s in e s s ;” — “  conduc ted  h im s e l f  to  o u r  s a t is ­
fac t io n ” is w ha t  he has p u t  in  this.

9560. A n d  th a t  was om itted  in  the  firs t ?— Yes, “  sober, hones t  an d  a t ten t iv e
to his business .” ' I h e n  it  was the  cash ie r  h an d e d  m e t h a t ;  M r . --------------
wrote it. I m ade  an  objection : “  W ell ,  J o h n ,” said  lie, “  I will show th is  to 
M r. , w hen  he com es i n . ” “  H a s  lie any  th in g  to say  ag a in s t  m e ? ”
sa id  1. “  N o ,  J o h n ,” says the cash ier,  “  1 do n o t  th in k  h e  has, he  could not
have an y  th in g  to say ag a in s t  you .”

9561. I  lie cash ie r  said t h a t ? — Y e s :  “ an d  I have no d o u b t  he  will give 
i t  to you as you re q u ire ,” said lie ; he  o m itted  th is ,  “  p r in c ip a l  or h e a d  m il­
ler,” because why ? m an y  a m an  m ig h t  act as  a  m iller , he  m ig h t  be a n igh t  m il­
le r  or an  ass is tan t  m iller, b u t  1 was a g en e ra l  m iller  ; I am  a genera l  w orkm an, 
Ï know liovv to re p a i r  stones, to d re ss  stones, an d  m o u n t  m ach inery ,  an d  see 
co rn  k i ln -d r ied  ; and I know  how flour should  be dressed, lofts k e p t  in order, 
an d  every  th in g  of th a t  k ind .

9562. I n  fact, you a re  acquain ted  with every  p a r t  o f  the business  o f  a  flour­
m i l l? — Yes.

9563. Y o u  a re  a  m illw right,  1 suppose, are  you n o t? — No, 1 am  not.
9564. L u t  you w ent to re p a i r  m ach ine ry  ?— Yes, i f  a  m ach ine  is ou t of order, 

th e  i ro n  abou t it ; or if  i t  wants  new b rushes  in the  in te r io r  o f  the  m ach ine ,  I 
m o u n t  those new myself.

9565. 1 h a t  is the  du ty  oi the head  m ille r  to do, is i t  n o t ? — Yes.
9566. D id  you  en te r  in to  M r . -------------- ’s service y o u n g ? — Y es, I did.
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9507. W hat age were you ?— I was born the 5th o f  February, 1804 or 1805,  
and I entered His service on the 10th April,  1827. (pp. 542— 540.)

T h e y  manage these  m a t te rs  d iffe ren tly  in  A m er ica ,  w h e re ,  as  in  one of the 

two following in s tances ,  (b o th  o f  w hich  re la te  to  s e rv a n ts )  even  a m a n  o f  

colour is  a  s t r a n g e r  to th e  id ea  o f  co n cea lin g  th e  side  on  w hich  lie votes, 

though  for p u rp o se s  o f  co n v e n ie n ce  th e  m e th o d  o f  v o t in g  is by ballot. As 

for the  m a s te r ’s r e s e n tm e n t ,  sho u ld  the  vote  be on the  o p p o s i te  side, the re  

is scarce ly  an o u trag e  th a t  w ould  be co n s id e red  g re a te r .

G e o r g e  T i c k n o r , E s q .

9053. Tn w ha t  p a r t  o f  the U n i te d  S ta te s  do you  re s ide  ?— I n  Boston.
9054. H o w  long  h a v e  you re s id ed  th e re  ?— All m y  life.
9055. Y o u  a re  now trav e l l in g  ?— I have  been  a b se n t  from  the  U n i ted  S ta tes  for

two m o n th s  ; 1 have  always lived, e x c e p t  occasional absences , a t  B oston  ; I h av e f
n e v e r  been  dom iciled  an y  w h e re  else.

9081. D o  su ch  th in g s  ev e r  occur w ith in  y o u r  k n o w led g e  as th e  th re a te n in g  
t rad e sm e n  o r  p e rsons  in  d e p e n d e n t  s i tu a t io n s  in  case th e y  re fu se  to vote as  c e r ­
ta in  p e rso n s  re q u ire  them  ?—  I shou ld  th in k  n e v e r ;  p e rh a p s  I can  h e r e  s ta te  
m y  opin ion  b e t te r  up o n  th a t  sub jec t  by  m e n t io n in g  two ac ts  w hich  have occu rred  
to m y  reco llec tion  s ince  I was d es ired  to com e before the  C om m ittee .  A g e n t le ­
m an  in  N e w  H a m p s h ire ,  w hom  I m en t io n  on th is  occasion, because  a t  the  t im e 
o f  w hich  1 sp eak ,  he  h ad  p robab ly  as m u ch  po li tica l  in fluence as a n y  m a n  in 
N e w  H a m p s h ire ,  an d  because  h e  w as as m u ch  in te re s te d  in  po li tics  as an y  m an  
in  N e w  H a m p s h ire ,  an d  w as a t  one  t im e  a  m e m b e r  o f  the  S e n a te  o f  th e  U n i te d  
s t a t e s  ; he  re la ted  to m e the  fact n o t  lo n g  before 1 left hom e, so th a t  i t  is q u i te  
fresh in  m y  m em ory  : a confidentia l  s e rv a n t  w ho h ad  lived  w ith  h im  for m an y  
yeiirs, was des ired  by  h im  to a t te n d  a t  a c e r ta in  e lec t ion  a n d  vote ; i t  w as the 
only occasion on which th is  g e n t le m a n  ever  in te re s te d  h im se lf  to p ro c u re  the  a t ­
ten d an ce  o f  one  o f  his se rv a n ts  to v o te ;  he sp o k e  to th e  s e r v a n t  on th e  m o rn ­
in g  of th e  e lec tion , a n d  a sk e d  h im  to go dow n ; th e  s e rv a n t  re p l ie d  th a t  he h ad  
n o t  in ten d ed  to vote a t  th a t  e lec tion  ; th a t  h e  c a red  n o th in g  a b o u t  it ,  b u t  th a t  he 
had  now lived  w ith  th is  g en t lem an  m an y  years ,  w as v e ry  m u ch  a t ta c h e d  to  h im , 
an d  h a d  g r e a t  reason  to be a t ta c h e d  to h im , a n d  th e re fo re  he  o u g h t  to  tell 
h im  frankly , th a t  i f  he  were to go dow n to the  poll, h e  sh o u ld  vote ag a in s t  h im  
an d  his f r iends  as he  always h a d  done. I m en t io n  th is  en t i re  f r a n k n e s s  on  the 
p a r t  o f  the se rv an t ,  because i t  show s th a t  the  s e rv a n t  felt th a t  th a t  so r t  o f  f r a n k ­
ness  w ould  n o t  in te rfe re  w ith  the  re la t io n  th a t  subs is ted  be tw een  h im se l f  a n d  his 
m aster .

9082. W a s  th is  s e r v a n t  a w h ite  o r  a  b lack  !— A w hite. T h e  o th e r  case t h a t  1 
was go ing  to m en t io n  was th a t  o f  a  b lack , a n d  I th o u g h t  m ig h t  be  ap p ro p r ia te  
to the  p u rp o se  of the  C o m m it tee ,  because  h is  m a s te r  was a m an  o f  as  la rg e  p e r ­
sonal fo r tu n e  as p robab ly  a n y  g e n t le m e n  in Newr E n g la n d .  O n  th e  m o rn in g  o f  an  
im p o r ta n t  election , w hen he an d  his t r ien d s  w ere  very  an x io u s  in a sh a rp ly  co n ­
tes ted  e lec tion  to e lec t  th e ir  cand ida te ,  the  wife o f  th is  g en t lem an  told h im  th a t  
she would save h im  one  vote th a t  day ,  for t h a t  one o f  h e r  se rv an ts ,  a b lack  m an , 
who she  k n ew  would vo te  a g a in s t  h im , because  he  h a d  fo rm erly  lived  w ith  tin. 
opposing  ca n d id a te ,  an d  was q u i te  fond of h im , shou ld  be occup ied  t h a t  forenoon, 
so th a t  he  shou ld  no t be able  to go to the  p o l l ;  the  g en t lem an  sm iled , a n d  said 
very  l i t t le  ab o u t  it, b u t  had  occasion to be a b s e n t  f rom  hom e ; w h en  lie cam e back  
to d in n e r ,  h is wife to ld  h im  th a t  she h ad  em p lo y ed  th a t  s e rv a n t  in  b o t t l in g  wine 
the whole forenoon in the ce lla r ,  so th a t  he  sh o u ld  n o t  be ab le  to go  to the 
poll ; he sa id  he th o u g h t  i t  was very  ingen ious, but was doubtfu l  w h e th e r  she 
had succeeded. T h e y  sa t  dow n to tab le  a t  d in n e r ,  a n d  th is  s e rv a n t  occupied 
his usual p lace b eh in d  h is  m is t r e s s ’s c h a ir  ; th e  g en t lem an  said  to his se rv an t ,  
“  W ell, Scipio, whom d id  you  vote for to -d ay  ?” — “  I v o ted  for M assa  so -a n d -so ;  
I l ik e  M assa  so -an d  so v e ry  well ; I u sed  to live with h im  : he was very  good to 
m e .” — “  B u t ,” said his m is tress  to h im , “  I to ld  you to bottle  th e  wine th is  fo re ­
noon.”  H e  said, “  Yes, M a ’am , I b o tt led  th e  wine, b u t  th e re  w ere  n o t  co rk s



GO
enough, an d  I w en t  to M assa  so -and-so  for corks,  an d  he lives close by the poll, 
an d  while h e  coun ted  the corks, you know , I  w ent in  an d  voted .”  I m ention  
both  these  facts, because  they  a re  as s trong ,  p robably , as could  be afforded, u n ­
d e r  an y  c ircum stances ,  to prove th a t  one ind iv idual does n o t  by  w ealth  or power 
directly  influence the  vote  of ano ther .  I n  th e  case o f  those persons, though as 
d ep en d en t  as any  one is with us, one u p o n  a  person  of the  very h ighes t  political 
consideration , an d  the o th er  of the  very  h ig h es t  consideration  for his fortune, the  
gen tlem en  h ad  no so rt  of influence u p o n  two servan ts  liv ing  in  th e ir  family.

9083.  N e i th e r  o f  those  se rvan ts  was d ischarged  in  consequence of ac ting  in 
the m a n n e r  you have  described  ?— O f  course n o t  ; the politica l m an  would never 
have  ceased to be rep ro ach ed  with it ,  i f  he  h ad  done it.

9084. D o  you  th in k  th a t  i t  en te red  in to  th e  thoughts  of the  m as te r  in  e i the r  
case to feel an y  offence ag a in s t  his s e rv a n t? — N o, I am  sure  i t  d id  no t,  for I 
have h e a rd  th em  tell  the  s to r ies  to  m y  g re a t  satisfaction an d  am u sem en t  ; i t  is 
from  them selves  I h e a rd  it.

9085.  T h e  re m a rk ab le  fact in  the  s to ry  o f  the b lack  being, r a th e r  the  in g en u ity  
w ith  which he  evaded  the  m is tress ’s t rap  th a n  the fact o f  the  m as te r  hav ing  
re ta ined  h im  ?•—T h e  re m a rk a b le  fact is  the en t i re  f ran k n ess  w ith  which he  told 
the  t r u th  of h is  h av in g  voted as h e  d id  ; he was aw are  th a t  h e  h a d  outw itted  
h is  m istress,  an d  was very  willing to tell h e r  so. (pp. 51 3 ,514 .)

I f  these  A m erican  occurrences  ra ise  a  sm ile  in  p e rso n s  of E n g l is h  o r  Ir ish  

habits ,  w ha t  is the  feeling w ith  w h ich  the n a r ra t iv e  o f  the  C lonm el m iller ,  

o r  th e  following o f  two booksellers  a t  Yougliall,  would be h e a rd  in  A m erica  ? 

O r  w ha t  will be  the  ve rd ic t ,  in  such  cases, of the  pos terity  of ou r  p re s e n t  

race o f  C onserva tive  an ti-re fo rm ers ,  who have for aim , by system, to m ake  

vo ters  vassals, to  th e  en d  th a t  so  m ade ,  they m ay  so k eep  th e m  ?

M r .  J o h n  H a m i l t o n .

9126. Y o u  are a bookse ller in  Y oughall?— Y e s . ’
9127. H a v e  you taken  any part at any o f  the e lections for the tow n o f  Y ough-  

hall?— N o .
9128. H a v e  you ever  voted  ?— N o.
9129. H a v e  you  a  vote  ?— I have.
9130. W h at w ere your reasons for not voting ?— 1 did not fully approve o f  

cither o f  the candidates, or their p r inc ip les;  that was the reason.
9131. W ho w ere  the two can d id ates?— Mr. Smith and John O ’Connell.
9132. W ere you  solicited by e ither or both candidates  to v o te ? — I w as  

warm ly solicited by Mr. Sm ith’s partisans.
9133. W hat was the d eg ree  o f  warm th ?— A great many people  w aited  on 

m e, ladies, and others o f  th e  first respectability  in the neighbourhood.
9134. Did they hint any th ing , d irectly  or indirectly , as to w hat would be  

the consequences o f  your not voting ?— T h e y  did.
9135. Who did ?— T h ere  was John -  . ■ sent down from the com m ittee  to 

say , that i f  I did not vote , I would be ruined in my business, and that another  
person would  be set  up in opposition.

913G. W hose authority did he quote for send ing  you  this m e ssa g e ? — T he  
com m ittee's ,  he cam e down from the com m ittee .

9137 . W hat was that com m ittee  com posed of?— G entlem en in the tow n , his 
friends.

9138. W as it  com posed very  m uch o f  your cu s to m ers? — It  w as  entirely , I 
believe ; in fact,  I had been th e  only  person in that business in the tow n for
20 years.

9139. W hat answ er did you  g ive  to M r . ------------ !— H e  was told I could
not com e forward consistently  with  my principles, w h a tev er  the result 
might be.

9140. You are a dissenter?— Yes.
9141. You refused to vote at all ?— Yes.
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9142. W ere  you afterw ards solicited  by  Mr. O ’Connell’s p a rty ? — I was not,  
because they k n ew  m y p rincip les ; they  said that i f  I did not vote  against them ,
th e y  w e re  q u i te  satisfied.

9 14 3 .  Had you  m any custom ers am ong Mr. O ’C o n n e l ls  p a r t y . — I nave  
more now  than I had before, I had not m any then.

9144. Are you  a  P resbvter ian  ?— N o ;  I am a B ap tis t .
9145. In consequence  o f  your not vo tin g ,  has any custom  been w ithdraw n  

f r o m  y o u ? — Alm ost entire ly .
9146. Who have w ithdrawn their custom  ?— All th e  C onservat ive  party in 

Y oughall ; there  are very few  o f  m y P rotestan t custom ers remain.
9147. H o w  m any persons can you state  to have  w ithdrawn their custom froiu 

vou  in co n seq u en ce  ot your not vo tin g?— 1 could not say th e  num ber, but all 
p eop le  in the town and neighbourhood  o f  that party.

9148. H a v e  you a  list o f  those ?— N o  ; but I have  som e docum ents  that w ere  
sen t m e  by som e o f  the principal p eop le ,  say ing  that they  would  deal no more.

[_ The W itness delivered in the same, which w ere read , as fo llow s  ; ]

“  T h e  list o f  the H ouse  o f  C om m ons not b e ing  in th is  A lm an ack , it will not
do for M r s . -----------, so she returns it ; and begs Mr. Ham ilton  will  send her  iu
her accoun t,  as she does not intend tak ing  any more period ica ls  from him .”

a  M r s . _________sends Mr. H am ilton  the am ount o f  her a c c o u n t ;  it h e  has
got P axton  tor D e cem b er ,  she, of cou rse ,  w ill  ta k e  it ,  but in fu ture she w ill 
j:et that and R en n ie’s, and any other things she m ay w an t in his line from Mr.
Barrv. -----------in Cork, January 19th, 1835 .”

“  M r. _________returns Mr. H am ilton  the m agazines he last got  from him,
having found them faulty in m a n y  resp ects ,  n e ith er  w ill  h e  require any more
in fu ture .”  #

9149. H a v e  you  any m ore com m unications o f  the sam e sort ?— N o t  written ; 
but 1 had a great num ber o f  verbal m essages.

9150. D id  you  rece ive  those com m unications im m ed ia te ly  a fter  the e l e c ­
tion ?— Y es.

9151. W h ere  the cop ies  that you  sen t im p erfec t  as is a lleged  ?— N o ,  it is 
necessary  to state  with  regard to‘ that,  to show  that th ey  w e r e  not im p erfect ,  
that I sold them  a w e e k  a fter  th at  iu the regular w a y  o f  business ,  and there  
was no fault found w ith  them.

9152. T h o se  m agazines that are  referred to in on e  ot the le tters  you had  
"been in the habit o f  su p p ly in g  ?— Y es, C ham bers’ Journal and som e other
m agazines.

9153. A nd no fault had been found before ?— N o.
9154. H a v e  vou any d o u b t  that it w as  in co n seq u en ce  o f  the part you  took  

in the e lec t ion ,  th at  th e  su p p ly in g  the m agaz in es  was w ith d raw n  from you I—  1 
have not the least doubt that that w as  th e  reason.

9155. W ere many o f  those verbal com m unications m a d e  to you to the same  
e f fe c t? — A great many.

9156. H o w  many should you think ?— I should suppose som e dozens.
3157. H a v e  you the nam e o f  th e  parties?— I have not.
915S. A re  they principally  C atholic  or P ro testa n t  custom ers w h o have w ith ­

drawn their custom  ?— Principally  P ro tes ta n t;  m y business ch iefly  lay am ong
the P rotestants .  • • r

9159 . D id  any o f  those custom ers th at  continued  to deal with  you , inform  
you  that they  had been so lic ited  to w ith d raw  dea ling  from you ?— T h e y  did  
frequently.

9160. Can you g iv e  an y  instance o f  the k in d ? — Y e s ,  I  could refer to som e  
who have told m e  that they  w ere  rep ea ted ly  requ ested  to w ith d raw  their  
custom.

9161. H ad  vou a  stock in hand in ten ded  for that class o f  persons ?— Yes.
9162. O f  w hat descr ip tion  ?— P rin cip a lly  P ro te s ta n t  books, that could  be 

sold only among a certain class.
9163. D o  you e x p e c t  th at  yo u  will  sustain a  considerab le  loss from having  to 

dispose o f  this s to ck ? — Yes.



9164. Is  M r.  J o h n --------— , t h e --------------o f  the  co rp o ra t io n  o f  Y oughall  ?—
H e  was a t  th a t  time.

9165. D id  he t a k e  an y  p a r t  ag a in s t  you in co n sequ en ce  o f  w h a t  you  had  
done  a t  th e  e lec tion?— A very  a c t iv e  p a r t .

9106. W hat did  he d o ?— H e  d e c la re d  in my shop— I  d id  n o t  h e a r  i t  ; b u t  I 
am  fully  confident o f  the  t r u th  o f  i t  ; my son who is h e re  could  s ta te  i t .

M r. G e o r g e  H a m i l t o n .

9 1 G7. W h a t  did you h ea r  M r . --------------------- ,who w a s -------------- o f  the co rpo­
ra tion ,  s ta te  in  your fa the r’s shop ?— I h ea rd  h im  state, th a t  s ince he  would n o t  vote 
af te r  be ing  told the reason  of his n o t  voting, he nev e r  would tak e  a sh i l ling ’s w orth  
o f  goods himself, an d  th a t  lie would n ev e r  deal with h im  again , or a l lo w  a n y b o d y  
else th a t  he  could p rev en t ,  an d  th a t  he would do all in  his pow er to in ju re  him .

9168. To M r. John H am ilton]  D id  he ca rry  his th rea ts  in to  e x e cu t io n ?—  
H e  did.

9169. I n  w hat way ?— I n  every  possible way th a t  he  could ; the  g rea tes t  p a r t  of 
th e  custom ers  w ithdrew  ; and  it was p r inc ipa lly  th rough  his influence, I have 
no  doubt.

9170. D id  any o f  your fo rm er custom ers  tell you th a t  M r . --------------had  used
his  influence w ith  them  to in ju re  you in  your  bu s in ess?— No, they  did not 
absolutely  tell me so ; they told me th a t  they  were solicited, b u t  they  did  no t  say 
by whom, an d  I d id  n o t  ask  ; 1 tho ug h t  it  r a th e r  indelicate to ask  that.

9171. Is  M r.  •------------- a m an  o f  influence ?— Yes.
9172. I s  he  supposed  to be  a wealthy m an  ?— Y es, he  is considerably  w ealthy.
9173. H e  lives in a respectab le  s ta tion  in  l i fe?— Yes.
9174. H a d  you an  accoun t with the  co rpora tion  p rev ious  to th is  e lec tion?—  

Y es,  an d  had  been in the h ab i t  of su p p ly in g  th em  with s ta t io n e ry  for 10  o r  
15 years.

9175. Y ou supplied  h im  also on his p r iv a te  accoun t  ?— Yes.
9176. D id  he  close the corpora tion  a c co u n t?— I t  was no t he  who closed it  ; 

b u t  i t  was p a r t ly  th ro u g h  his influence, Ï have no  doubt.
9177. W as  th e re  an y  es tab lishm en t in  bookselling  on a p a r  w ith  yours  in 

Y ougha ll  p rev ious  to this ?— No.
9178. D id  they  ca rry  the ir  th rea ts  in to  execution , an d  se t  u p  a shop as a rival 

to yo u rs  ?— T h e y  did.
9179. D id  th e  co rpo ra t ion  tran sfe r  th e i r  business  from  yo u r  shop  to  th a t  of the 

r iv a l  shop ?— T h ey  did.
9180. H ow  long  was th is  a f te r  the  election ?— P e rh a p s  abou t two m on ths  after 

the  election.
9181. D id  they  ever  ass ign  any  reason  why they t ransfe rred  th e i r  bus iness?—  

T h e y  have  in a  gen e ra l  way assigned  a  reason , th a t  it was on accoun t  o f  m y not 
voting.

9182. Y o u  do n o t  m ean  th a t  the  co rpora tion ,  as a co rpora t ion ,  assigned a 
r e a s o n ? — N o, I do n o t  th in k  they  did.

9183. D id  an y  ind iv idua ls  be long ing  to the corporation  give you any  h in t ,  th a t  
i t  was on accoun t o f  th e  p a r t  you took  in the election th a t  th e i r  business  was 
rem oved  from  your shop  ?— I really  can n o t  reco llec t  th a t  th ey  did, though  we 
kn ew  the  reason  very well.

9195. I s -------------------------- t h e ----------------o f  Y oughall  ?— H e  is a t  p resen t .
9196. D id  he deal w ith  you before ?— H e  did.
9197. O n  acco u n t  of the parish  or on his own accoun t  ?— O n his own account.
9198. D id  he w ithd raw  th e  accoun t ?— H e  did.
9199. D id  h e  tak e  any step  which convinced you th a t  he  was an g ry  w ith  you

on accoun t of th e  p a r t  th a t  you took in the  e lec t ion?— Y es  ; he  was very  angry , 
an d  said th a t  h e  would n ev e r  d a rk e n  th e  door again , th a t  he would n e v e r  en te r  
th e  shop.

9200. D id  he  com e in to  yo u r  shop to •---------------- ?— H e  did not.
9201. W h y  ?— I suppose on accoun t  of h is  promise.
9202. D id  he  com e to th e  outside o f  th e  door ?— H e  did, a n d  h a d  m e  called out 

in to  the  hall.



9203. D id  the  liberal p a r ty  have  reco u rse  to an v  m easu res  o f  the  sam e k ind ,  
in w ith d raw in g  th e i r  cus tom  from  p e rso n s  of th e  C o n serv a tiv e  i n t e r e s t ? — T h e y  
d id  for a few m o n th s  a f te r  the  election .

9204. S ince  th e  fe rm e n t  of the e lec t ion  has gone  by, h av e  th ey  co n t in u ed  th e ir  
test o f  exclusive dea lin g  ?— N o ,  in a g re a t  m e a su re  i t  is g iven  up on th e i r  sides.—
[ George Jiam ilton . ]— I n  as far as th e  shops th a t  h a d  been  p a r t ic u la r ly  m a rk e d  at 
the t im e  h av e  been  s in ce  the e lec tion  th ro n g ed  as m u ch  as ever.

9205. H a v e  an y  of the p a r t ie s  who w ith d rew  th e i r  cu s to m  from  you shortly  
a f te r  th e  election r e tu r n e d  to you  s in c e ? — [John H am ilton, j— N o t  a s ing le  in d i ­
vidual.

9206. I t  is s ta ted  in one  o f  th e  n o te s  s e n t  to you, th a t  som e o f  th e  goods you 
h ad  de l ivered  p rev io u s  to  the  e lec t ion  w ere  r e tu r n e d  up o n  y o u r  h an d s  by the 
buyer  ? — \  es.

9207. D id  th is  h a p p e n  in  m ore  th a n  one  in s tance  ?— O nly  in  tw o in s tances .—
I George H am ilton . ] — I n  th re e  in s tan ces  ; tw o pe rs is ted ,  an d  one took  i t  back  
b ecause  we pers is ted  ; th e  reaso n  th ey  gave  was th a t  th e re  was no l is t  o f  m in is ­
te rs  ; we conv inced  th em  th a t  no list could  have  it, an d  we r e fe r r e d  th em  to the 
note, which said w hen  a new  m in is t ry  was chosen  he  w ould  p u b lish  it g ra t is ,  an d  
on  th a t  show ing  they  could  n o t  b u t  ta k e  it ,  b u t  th ey  n e v e r  h av e  h a d  an y  th in g  
since.

9208. D id  you  t a k e  a n  ac tive  p a r t  in the e lec tion  (— No.
9209. [ To John H am ilton .]— D id  you  tak e  a n y  p a r t  ?— N o , I d id  n o t  vote  a t  all.
9210. D id  you  a sk  an y  o n e  else to vo te  ?— No.
9216. W h a t  is the  nam e  o f  th e  new  s ta t io n e r  se t  u p  ?--------------------
9217. D o  m an y  p e rso n s  b e lo n g in g  to the  l ib e ra l  p a r ty  deal w ith  h im  ?— N o, I 

shou ld  th in k  v e ry  few.— [Air. George H am ilton .]— I t  is n o t  n a tu ra l  to sup p o se  so; 
i t  is s ince  th e  e lec tion  th a t  h e  h a s  se t  u p ,  w ith in  a w e ek  o f  the  elec tion .

9218. H a s  th e re  b een  an y  re d u c t io n  in  the  p r ic e  o f  th e  a r tic le s  o f  s ta t io n e ry  in 
Y oughall  s ince th e re  w ere  two rival s h o p s ? — [M r. John H a m ilton .]— 1 do no t 
th in k  th e re  has  been  : we were v e ry  low before.

9219. H e  has  n o t  b ro u g h t  down the  p r ice  ?— N o.
9220. Y o u  have  s ta ted  th a t  seve ra l  o f  th e  cu s to m ers  o f  the  l ibera l s ide  have  

r e tu r n e d  to deal w ith  shops  w h ich  w ere  s t ro n g ly  m a rk e d ,  a r e  those  shops  re ck o n ed  
to be  the  shops  w hich  su p p ly  th e  b e s t  a r t ic le s  o f  th e  k in d  in which they  dea l ?— 
I do no t k n o w  th a t  th ey  a re  p a r t ic u la r ly  good, o r  b e t te r  a r t ic le s  th an  o th e r  shops.

9221 . W h a t  reason  do  you su p p o se  ex is ted  for those  l ibera l  cus tom ers ,  af te r  
h a v in g  ta k e n  aw ay th e i r  bus iness  from  th e  l ibera l  sh o p k eep ers ,  to w hom  th ey  h ad  
gone, to  r e tu r n  to th e  p e rso n s  w hom  they  h a d  fo rm erly  em ployed  ?— 1 ca n n o t  
exac tly  say.— [M r. George H am ilton . ] — T h e y  w ere  d isp leased  w ith  th em  for the 
t im e  for v o tin g  c o n t ra ry  to th e  l ibe ra l  m em b ers ,  as  th e y  conceived  they  h ad  som e 
claim  u p o n  them , as th ey  w e re  sh o p k e e p e rs  th a t  d id  b us iness  w ith  t h e i r  p a r ty .

9222. B u t  h a v in g  em p lo y ed  a  l ibe ra l  sh o p k ee p e r ,  w ould  n o t  th e  sam e  reason  
induce  th em  to re m a in  t h e r e ? — [M r. John H a m ilto n .]— T h e y  th o u g h t  g o o d  to 
g ive  u p  th e  exc lus ive  business ,  they  saw the  folly o f  it.

9223. T h e y  th o u g h t  i t  b e t t e r  to go  to  th e  shop  w h e re  th e y  cou ld  g e t  th e  best 
ar tic les ,  w i th o u t  re fe ren ce  to  the  po litica l p r in c ip le s  o f  th e  p a r ty  w ho sold th em  ? 
— Yes.

9224. M ig h t  no t the sam e reaso n s  have ap p l ied  to  th e  p a r t ie s  w ho w en t  to  M r.
■ *s sh o p  ?— T h e y  m ig h t ;  b u t  I th in k  h a rd ly  an y  p e r so n  will say  t h a t  the

th in g s  a re  sold c h e a p e r  in h is  p lace  th a n  in  m ine.
9225. O r  t h a t  his a r tic les  a re  su p e r io r  in  qua li ty  ?— N o. (p p .  516— 519.)

B esides b r ib e ry  d irec t ,  a n d  the  in t im id a t io n  o f  exc lus ive  dea ling , th e re  a re  

various o th e r  m odes o f  e x t in g u ish in g  freedom  ; som e o f  th e  m ore  p ro m in en t  

o f  which we m u s t  give.

M r.  T .  B. T r o u g h t o n .

1061.  A r e  you re s id en t  C o v e n t r y ? — I  am.
1062. H o w  long  have  you  re s id e d  th e re  ?— A ll m y life.



1063. H a v e  you h ad  expe rience  in  elections o f  M em b ers  of P a r l iam en t  for
C o v en try ?— Yes, I  have tak en  g re a t  in te re s t  in  th em  since 1818.

1064. H a v e  you tak en  an  in te re s t  in elections from 1818 down to th e  las t  elec- 
tion  two m o n th s  ago ?— I  have.

1060. H a v e  you always tak en  an  in te re s t  on  one s id e?— Invariab ly .
1066. H a v e  you been concerned  in  the  m an ag e m en t  o f  th e  elections on  b e ­

h a l f  o f  the  cand ida te  opposed to the  co rpora tion  ?— Y es, I  have ta k e n  a  great 
in te re s t  in it.

1067. H a v e  you h a d  th e  d irec tion  of th e  p roceed ings  up  to a  ce r ta in  ex ten t  ?
— Y es, to a  ce r ta in  ex ten t ,  I  have . 0

1068. H a s  th e re  been , in  an y  election of which you  have  know ledge, any  or 
m uch  b ribery  ?— I  believe th e re  has  been  n o  d irec t  b r ibe ry  : I am  n o t  aw are  of 
any d irec t  bribery.

Ï0 6 9 .  H a s  th e re  been  any  ind irec t  mode o f  in fluencing vo ters  p ra c t i s e d ? —  
T re a t in g  h a s  ce r ta in ly  been  adop ted  on b o th  sides.

1070. H a s  the  t re a t in g  been  to a  considerab le  e x te n t  on bo th  sides ?— I  should  
say  n o t  to so g rea t  a n  e x te n t  as  i t  is in  m any  places ; i t  has genera l ly  consis ted  
of a le  d r in k in g ,  an d  w ha t  is called b u t te red  ale.

1071. H a v e  the  pub lic -houses  been  k e p t  open a t  the ex p en se  e i th e r  o f  the 
cand ida tes  o r  th e ir  p a r t isan s  ?— Y es, b u t  I  should  say th a t  1 do n o t  th in k  a t  
C oventry , as  fa r  as m y  own know ledge goes, th e re  is un lim ited  t re a t in g  on  our 
p a r t  ; t h a t  is a  p rac t ice  I  have  k e p t  very  m uch  aloof from ; I  ca n n o t  sp eak  with 
any  g re a t  ce r ta in ty  up o n  th a t  p o in t ;  th e  p o in t  to which I would wish to d irec t  
the  a t ten t io n  o f  the  C om m ittee  is  the  p rac t ice  of pay ing  for the  adm ission  of 
freem en.

1072. S ta te  w hat you know  with re sp ec t  to th a t  ?— 1 sh o u ld  p e rh ap s  state, 
first of all, t h a t  a t  C oventry , b y  the  local A ct, the  freem en  a re  com pelled to send 
in  th e ir  claim s on  th e  first  T u esd ay  o f  the  m on th ,  an d  th ey  a re  to  be adm itted  
on the  las t  T u esd ay  of the  m o n th  ; an d  be tw een  the  firs t T u esd ay  an d  the las t  
T u esd ay  i t  has  been  the  custom  for canvass ing  to go  on am ongst  the persons  
who have o r  who c laim  to have the r ig h t  o f  b e in g  adm itted ,  an d  they  have  been 
p a id  for on both sides.

1073. W h a t  sum  has i t  been  usual to pay, o r  w ha t  sum  have you k n o w n  paid  
for the  adm ission o f  each ind iv idual f r e e m a n ? — I t  is reg u la ted  by A c t  o f  P a r l ia ­
m en t— 1/. 3s. 6d., 1/. O.s-. 6d. for the  s tam p  an d  th e  p a rch m en t ,  a n d  8s. fees, paid  
to the tow n-c le rk  for th e  admission.

1074. A re  those  the en t i re  fees cha rged  upon  th e  adm ission  ?— Yes.
1075. I s  i t  the custom  for th e  cand ida tes  on  b o th  sides to defray th e  en tire  

ex p en se  ?— N o, b u t  is has  been  p a id  for, I believe ; i t  was p a id  for m an y  years 
by the co rpora tion  on th e  one side, a n d  a  c lub was form ed in  th e  opposite  
in te re s t ,  an d  i t  was p a id  for by subscrip t ions  from th a t  club. I  am  sp ea k in g  of 
th e  p a r ty  I  tak e  an  in te re s t  in. W e  have n o t  pa id  i t  to m y  know ledge  for the 
last th ree  or four years  ; i t  has  been  paid  for on the  o th er  s ide ,  an d  we certa in ly  
have lost vo ters  in  consequence of no t h a v in g  p a id  it. I t  was unders to o d  th a t  they 
were to vote for th e  side o f  the p ersons  who pa id  it ,  an d  I have  know n ins tances  
o f  persons whose adm issions have  been  pa id  to r  by th e  co rpora t ion  p a r ty ,  th a t  
have com e over to ou r  side an d  said, th a t  i f  we would p ay  th em  back  the  m oney 
they would vote for us.

1076. D o  you th in k  th e  corpora tion  pay  for th ese  adm issions o u t  o f  the  co r­
pora te  funds ?— I  do n o t  th in k  the  co rpo ra t ion ,  a t  the  p re s e n t  t im e , do pay  for 
them  o u t  o f  the  co rpo ra te  funds.

1077. H a v e  th e  corporation  d iscon tinued  p a y m e n t  as long  as you have  ?— No,
n o t  the  co rpora tion  p a r ty  ; b u t  my be lie f  is, th a t  i t  has n o t  for the  la s t  two or 
th re e  years  been  p a id  o u t  of th e  corporation  funds. «

1078. W lk tt  reason  h ad  you for ceasing  p a y m e n t? — W e  w ere  t i red  of it ,  and  
we th o u g h t  o u r  p a r ty  was sufficiently strong.

1079. H a v e  the  n u m b er  o f  freem en, ad m itted  since th e  R eform  Bill, decreased, 
as com pared  w ith  the  n u m b er  ad m itted  before the  p ass in g  o f  the  l te lo rm  Bill ?— 
I c a n n o t  say  ; I th in k  it  is ab o u t  th e  same.

1080. D o  you know  w ha t  is the  average n u m b er  ad m itted  annually  ?— I 
can n o t  s ta te  th a t  ; th e re  is always a g re a t  n u m b er  on th e  eve o f  a n  election ; a t
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th e  p re s e n t  t im e th e re  a re  up o n  th e  ch u rch  doors  u p w ard s  o f  130, an d  I a t t r ib u te  
th a t  to th is  C ircu la r ,  which I will h a n d  in :—

“ S i r , “  Coventry, A p r i l  2, 1 8 3 5 .

“  A  society is co m m en ced  for the  p u rp o se  o f  ra is in g  a  fu n d  to ass is t  those  
fr iends, on C onserva tive  p r in c ip le s ,  who have  n o t  th e  m e a n s  to ta k e  u p  the  
freedom  o f  the  city, in o rd e r  th a t  they  m ay  have  a  vote  a t  a n  elec tion , to add  to 
th e  s t re n g th  o f  th a t  p a r ty .

"  I  am  in s t ru c te d  by th e  co m m ittee  to solicit  th e  favour o f  a  don a tio n ,  which 
will be g ra te fu l ly  acknow ledged .

“  N . I i ,— S u b sc r ip t io n s  rece ived  b y -------------- , t r e a su re r ,  a n d  a t --------------- %
b a n k e rs .”

“ -------------- , Secre ta ry .
A n d  I  do  n o t  h e s i ta te  to say  I  sha l l  feel i t  in cu m b en t ,  in  som e m a n n e r ,  to 
c o u n te ra c t  w ha t  is g o in g  on. I  do n o t  th in k  i t  safe to th e  p a r ty  I am  in te re s te d  
for, to  suffer th em  to pay  en tire ly ,  an d  us  n o t  to  pay .  W i th  re sp e c t  to  M r.
-------------- , w ho is m en tio n ed  in  th is  c ircu la r ,  he w as ---------------  on  o u r  last
pe t i t ion ,  in 183*2.

1081. W h o  is M r . --------------, the  p a r ty  whose n am e  is subscr ibed  to th e  c i r ­
cu la r  ?— H e  i s ---------------------------------, a  p r in c ip a l  m an  i n - - .

1082. D oes  h e  hold a n y  office u n d e r  the  co rp o ra t io n  ?— I  believe not.  M r .  
 is also in  th e  council.

1083. Is  i t  M r . -------------- t h e ----------------?— Yes.
1084. A re  you aw are  w h e th e r  th e  p ay m en ts  on th e  adm ission  o f  freem en , 

m ade by th e  co rpora tion ,  w ere m ad e  ou t o f  th e  co rpo ra te  funds, o r  from s u b ­
scr ip t ion s  h an d e d  to th em  by  in d iv id u a ls?— I am  no t in th e  sec re ts  o f  the  
co rp o ra t io n .  I kn ow  th e  im press ion  a t  C o v en try  was, th a t  they  u sed  to be paid  
ou t o f  the  co rp o ra te  funds  originally .

1085. W a s  th e  m oney you  sp ea k  of, as h av in g  asked  to  be g iven  by  you, for 
th e  p u rpo se  o f  ta k in g  i t  to the  o th e r  s id e  i— Yes.

1086. Is  th e re  an y  ex p ec ta t io n  am o n g  those  p a r t ie s  w ho a re  e n t i t le d  to 
th e  adm ission  o f  freem en , who m ig h t  also h a p p e n  to be  p o o r  ; is th e re  any 
exp ec ta t ion  on th e i r  m ind s  of hav in g  th e  fees for adm ission  d ischa rged  for them  
on one side o r  th e  o th e r  ?— Yes, an d  I  th in k  we have los t  s t r e n g th  ; o u r  p a r ty  is  
no t so s t ro n g  as i t  would have been, i f  we h ad  ad o p ted  th e  m ean s  w hich h ave  
b een  adop ted  by the  o the r  side.

1087. H o w  is the  freedom  of  C oven try  acqu ired , by  b i r th  a n d  se rv itude  ?— B y  
seven  y ea rs ’ se rv itude  ; the  in d en tu re s  a re  to  be en ro lled  w ith  the  c le rk  o f  th e  
peace w h en  they  a re  bound, an d  a t  the  ex p ira t io n  o f  the seven  yea rs ,  th e  nam es  
of th e  p a r t ie s  a r e  p u t  on the  ch u rch  doors, and  pub lic i ty  is g iven  to them  ; an d  
on the  first T u esd ay  o f  th e  m o n th  th ey  a re  ex am ined  before the  council,  an d  on 
th e  las t  T u esd ay  in  the  m o n th  th ey  a re  adm itted .

1088. T h e n  freedom is acq u ired  by se rv i tu d e  ?— Y es.
1089. W h a t  is the  ag g reg a te  n u m b e r  o f  th e  freem en  o f C o v e n t ry ? — A bout 

2,700 o r  2,800.
1090. A re  th e  g re a te r  n u m b e r  o f  those  year ly  ad m it ted  in  a  poor  s i tua tion  

o f  l ife?— Yes.
1091. So th a t  a g re a t  n u m b e r  o f  th e  new adm issions w ould  be  o f  perso n s  to 

whom the  p ay m en t  o f  the  fees o f  adm ission  would be an  object o f  d e s i re ?  —  
Certainly.

1092. O f w ha t  does the  p ay m en t  o f  th e  1/. 3s. 6d. c o n s i s t ? — O f  1/. for the  
s tam p, and  6 d. for the  p a rc h m e n t ,  an d  3s. to th e  c le rk ,  for fees o f  adm ission.

1093. D o  you th in k  th a t  i f  th e  s tam p  d u ty  was ta k e n  oft', th e  p a y m e n t  o f  3s. 
to th e  town c le rk  would be easily  defrayed  by th e  po o r  freem en  ?— I do, and  
I  t h in k  the  3s. is no t  m o re  th an  a  co m pen sa t io n  to the  town c le rk  for the  
t ro u b le  he  has.

1094. H a v e  you any  th in g  fu r th e r  to  s ta te  w ith  re fe ren ce  to th e  h ab i t  o f  
pay ing  for th e  adm ission o f  po o r  f reem en  by  bo th  p a r t ie s  a t  C o v en try ?— No.

1095. H a s  th a t  hab i t  co n t in u ed  eve r  s ince  you  hav e  h ad  any  know ledge o f  the
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elections -Yes, s ince th e  e lection o f  1818, b u t  I have  no doubt i t  h a d  been  in
ex is tence m an y  years prior.

1096. C a n  you s ta te  or give us any idea  o f  the  g iven expenses  in cu rred  a t 
C oven try  on an y  one election by  e i th e r  side ; does yo u r  know ledge ex ten d  to 
th a t  fact?— N o, I  know  n o th in g  of th e  money m atte rs .

1097. A re  the re  any  in d irec t  m eans  o f  in fluenc ing  vo ters  re so rted  to a t 
C o v e n t ry ? — M y own opinion is th a t  the  charit ie s  o f  th e  corpora tion  have  a  very  
pow erfu l influence in  the  election.

1098. A re  those charit ie s  adm in is te red  b y  th e  co rpora t ion  ?— A lm ost ex c lu ­
s ively; the re  a re  a few o th er  cha ri t ie s ,  bu t th e  g rea t  h u lk  a re  ad m in is te red  by 
th e  corporation.

1099. C an  you s ta te  w ha t  those  charit ie s  a re  which a re  ad m in is te red  by the 
co rpora tion  ?— T h ey  a re  very nu m ero u s  ; th e re  is  S ir  T hom as  W h i te ’s charity ,  
by which 4 /. is  g iven  to a  ce r ta in  n u m b e r  of freem en  annually .

1100. C an  you tell w h a t  n u m b e r ? — I  sh o u ld  th in k  ab o u t  200. T h e r e  is 
a n o th e r  charity ,  by w hich  sum s o f  50/. a re  to  be len t  to ind iv idua ls  who can  g ive 
secu ri ty  ; they  have got a  la rge  su m  ot m o n ey  in  h an d  from them , lo r  they 
canno t g e t  r id  o f  them , so m eth in g  l ik e  8 ,0 0 0 /. or 10 ,0 0 0 /.

1101. H o w  are  th e  ind iv idua ls  to w hom  th a t  4/. is g iv en  chosen ?— E n tire ly  
by the  se lec tion  o f  the  council.

’ 1102. A re  the  ind iv iduals  who are  to benefit  by  th is  donation  annua lly  selected 
by the  council ?— T h ey  are.

'  1103. O f  how m any  do th e  council c o n s is t? — T h e  council consists, by the  
ch a r te r ,  o f  31, b u t  th ey  a re  now only abou t 20.

1104. I s  th is  council p e rm a n e n t  ?— Y  es.
1105. Is the donation  of 4/. p e r  a n n u m  g iven  to the sam e m en  y ea r  af te r  year  

a f te r  th ey  once rece ive  it, o r  a re  th e  ind iv idua ls  who receive i t  e lec ted  each 
year  ?— 1 be lieve th e  co rpo ra t ion  have now m ad e  a n  o rd e r  th a t  perso n s  are n o t  
eligible to have  i t  a  second t im e u n d e r  a c e r ta in  n u m b er  of years, e ig h t  o r  n ine  
years  I th in k ,  which ce rta in ly  g ives a m uch  fa ire r  chance  to  o th er  p a r t ie s  ; I 
th in k  they  h av e  done i t  in  the  s p i r i t  o f  fa irness.

1100. I s  i t  supposed, o r  is th e re  reaso n  to believe th a t  th e  pe rso n  se lec ted  to 
benefit  by  the  donation  a re  freem en  w ho have  vo ted  w ith  th e  co rp o ra t io n ? —  
T h e r e  is a s t ro n g  im p ress io n  to th a t  effect. T h e re  a re  various o th e r  charit ie s  
which I shou ld  say th e re  is a  g re a te r  ou tc ry  ab o u t  th a n  this.

1107. W h a t  a re  those  charit ie s  ?— T h e r e  is B ab lake  hospital,  w hich  consists 
of 7 s .  a  w eek  to po o r  m en , w ith  a p lace  to  live in , o r  i t  m ay  be p a id  to th em  out.

1108. T o  how m an y  po o r  m e n  a re  th e  benefits o f  th is  ho sp ita l  ex tended  ?—  
I t  is l im ited  accord ing  to the  funds, some years  m o re  th a n  o thers ,  as  the  leases 
fall in.

1109. D o  you k n o w  w hat the  o rd inary  an n u a l  rev en u e  o f  i t  is ?— N o  ; b u t  it  is 
v e ry  considerab le  indeed .

11010. M u s t  th ey  be freem en , to  rece ive  it  ?— I  th in k  i t  is n o t  essen tia l  to 
be freem en.

1111. In  p o in t  of fact, are  those who p a r ta k e  o f  th e  benefit  o f  the  hospital 
all f reem en  ?— T h e  g re a t  b u lk  a re  freem en  who have  vo ted  for the corporation  
all th e i r  lives, a n d  i t  is cons idered  as a  rew ard .

1112. D o  th ey  vote for the  co rpo ra t ion  a t  the  t im e  th ey  a re  in  possession of 
th e  ch a r i ty  ?— No, th e  r ig h t  o f  v o tin g  is ta k e n  away from  th em  by  th e  decision 
o f  the  H ouse .

1113. A re  th e re  o th er  charit ie s  which you can  sta te ,  adm in is te red  by th e  co r­
po ra tio n  ?— T h e re  is B illinge’s ch a r i ty  and  W h e a t ley ’s ch a r i ty  ; th e re  a r e a  g rea t  
m an y  charities .

1114. I n  p o in t  of fact, is i t  the u n d e rs ta n d in g  am ongst  th e  g re a t  body of the 
freem en, th a t  the  way for th em  to be ad m it ted  to der ive  benefit  from  th ese  
charit ie s  is to vote w ith  the  co rpo ra t ion  ?— T h e  s t ro n g  im press ion  o f  th e  f ree ­
m en  on  o u r  p a r t  is, t h a t  i f  they do vote w ith  the co rp o ra t io n ,  th ey  shall  have a 
m uch  g re a te r  sh a re  of the  charit ies  th an  i f  they  voted on th e  o th er  side.

1115. Y o u  sta te  th a t  th a t  is th e  im pression  am o n g  the  g rea t  body  o f  the  f ree ­
m en  on y o u r  s id e?— Yes.

1116. D id  th e  C om m issioners  for C o rpora te  In q u iry  inves t iga te  the  subject as



to the co rp o ra t io n  of C oven try ,  w hen  th e y  m ad e  th e i r  c i rc u i t? — T h e y  did. I 
know  th e re  was ev idence g one  into.

1117. D id you  y o u rse lf  g ive  a n y  ev idence  before the  C om m iss ioners  ?— 1 was 
no t exam ined .

111S. A re  th e  v acancies  su p p l ied  by e lec tion  ? — T h e y  are.
1119. H o w  are  th e  m ayor an d  a ld e rm en  chosen  ?— B y  th e  council,  (pp. 60 -6 2 .)

M r.  J a m e s  H u d s o n .

2215. I s  th e re  an y  influence ex e rc ised  over  th e  v o te rs  for the borough o f  L e i ­
ce s te r  th ro u g h  the  m ed iu m  o f  c h a r i t ie s  ?— Y e s :  I co n s id e r  th e  co rp o ra t io n  i n ­
fluence by m ean s  o f  th e i r  ch a r i t ie s ,  t ru s t  m on ies  and  o th e r  m on ies  which pass 
th ro u g h  th e i r  h an d s ,  a t  leas t  six  o r  seven  h u n d re d  besides.

2216 . A re  those  six  o r  seven  h u n d re d  o f  the  sam e  class as those  y o u  describe  
as accessib le  to m oney  b r ib e ry  ?— N o, they a re  m o v in g  in  r a th e r  a  m ore  e leva ted  
sp h e re ,  a  g re a t  n u m b e r  of th e m ;  in  those  s ix  o r  seven  h u n d re d  I would include 
th e  co rp o ra te  body o f  seventy-tw o.

2217. D o  you m ean  to say  they  a re  in fluenced  by  d is t r ib u tio n s  o f  ch a r i t ie s  !—  
Y es, I d o ;  1 can  show th a t  th ey  rece iv e  ch a r i t ie s  to th e  e x te n t  they  o u g h t  n o t  
to do.

2218. I s  i t  y o u r  belief, t h a t  in  th e  d is t r ib u tio n  o f  those c h a r i t ie s  re g a rd  is had  
to the  votes a t  th e  e lec tions o f  the p erso n s  re ce iv in g  th e  c h a r i t ie s ? — Y e s;  
p robab ly  in  re fe ren ce  to the  m o re  re sp ec tab le  p o r t io n ,  the  v o te rs  k n o w  th a t  the 
very  sum  o f  m oney, w h a t  is  ca lled  S ir  T h o m a s  W h ite ’s m o ney , now a m o u n t in g  
to 18,000/., is so used  ; the  o r ig ina l ob jec t  was to len d  i t  o u t  to p o o r  y o u n g  
t rad e sm e n ,  a t  50/. each, for n ine  years ,  w ith o u t  in te re s t ,  i f  they  conduc ted  th e m ­
selves well ; th ey  h ad  th e n  40/. for seven  y ea rs  longer ,  w ith o u t  in te re s t  re c e n t ly  ; 
th e  reason  ass igned  by the c o rp o ra t io n  is th a t  th ey  h av e  g o t  so m u ch  m o n ey  now 
th a t  th ey  m u s t  le t  i t  o u t  in  h u n d re d s  in s tead  o f  fifties. Í do  n o t  g ive  th em  qu ite  
c red i t  for th a t  m otive , b u t  th a t  i t  is to m a k e  th e  benefi t  m o re  exc lus ive ,  th a t  
th ey  m ay be m ore  p a r t ic u la r  ab o u t  th e i r  su re tie s  ; th a t  acco m m o d atio n  g iv en  to 
360 in d u s tr io u s  trad esm en ,  a t  50/. would do  a  g r e a t  dea l o f  good  to a n y  tow n ; 
b u t  as i t  is l e n t  o u t  in h u n d re d s ,  i t  g ives  accom m odation  to 180, a n d  th a t  is g iven  
w ith  a d is t in c t  u n d e r s ta n d in g ,  I have  n o  h e s i ta t io n  in  say in g  from  po litica l"m o­
tives— “  \  ou  shall h av e  th is  m oney  i f  you  will se rv e  us .”

2219. A re  you acq u a in ted  w ith  an y  w ho have  been  benefited  from th a t  ch a r i ty  ? 
— \  es, who have had  the  h u n d re d s  ; I  th in k  th e  c o rp o ra t io n  have  h ad  i t  all th e m ­
selves, and  th e i r  sons too, som e o f  them .

2220. You say  th a t  they  h av e  r e s t r ic te d  i t  to  ISO in s te a d  o f  g iv in g  it  to 
360 ?— Yes.

2221. Y ou say th a t  it is g iv en  with a  view to po li tica l  ob jects?— Yes.
2222. H o w  do you ac co u n t  for th e  co rp o ra t io n  conf in ing  th a t  po litica l in f lu ­

ence  to 180 in s tead  o f  3 6 0  ?— I t  is because  th ey  wish to tak e  the  persona l  benefit 
to them selves  in s tead  o f  p o o r  t rad esm en .

2223. Y o u  say  i t  is  u sed  to in fluence vo tes  at th e  e lec t ion ,  a n d  ye t  you say 
th a t  the  c o rp o ra t io n  p re fe r  s e c u r in g  180 to 36*0 v o te s ;  how  do  you ac co u n t  for 
t h a t . '— T h is  I  say  h a s  ta k e n  p lace  from  the  in c re ased  m on ies  ; i t  is in c reas in g  
ev e ry  yea r ,  a n d  they  say th a t  th ey  en la rg e  the  s u m  because  th ey  can  as well g ive 
a h u n d re d  a s  fifty ; b u t  they  have  been  g iv in g  i t  the  la s t  few y e a rs  exc lus ive ly  to 
th e ir  po li tica l  fr iends.

2224. D o  n o t  you th in k  tha t ,  if  they  h ad  g iv en  50/. to 360 po li tica l  fr iends, 
they would h av e  had  a  g re a te r  a d v a n ta g e  in  r e g a rd  to the  poll th a n  bv g iv in g  
100 /. to 1 80?— I t  is q u es t io n ab le  w h e th e r  th ey  could  have  found a sufficient 
n u m b er  for i t ;  b u t  now few su m s on ly  becom e v acan t  each  year.

2225. I t  is len t  w ith o u t  in te re s t  ?— Yes.
2226. A re  th e re  securitie s  re q u ired  ?— Yes.
2227. Does no t the loan  o f  100/. reach  a  different class from those  who would 

avail them selves  of 50/. ?— Y es, to be su re  it  does.
2228. A re  the persons  who rece iv e  th e  loans  o f  100/. those  likely  to be acces­

sible  to d irec t  bribery  ?— T h e y  a re  m en  m o v in g  in  a  s p h e re  o f  life th a t  would not 
receivc b r ibe ry  a t  elections.
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2229. A re  you aw are  th e re  is  a  s im ilar  fund  also, S ir  T h o m as  W h ite ’s, a t  N o t ­
t in g h a m ? — Y es, a t N o t t ingham , C oventry , L eices ter ,  W a rw ic k  an d  N o r th a m p ­
ton.

2232. H a v e  you read the  C orpora tion  R e p o r t s ? — T have not. T h e  m oney is
seldom the whole of i t  out, for the m ayor for th e  year,  as one  of his perquis ites ,
lias th e  in te re s t  of th is  m oney w hen  n o t  out.

2233. T h a t  is, the in te re s t  of the  m oney  w hen  n o t  len t  ?— Yes.
2234. A re  you acqua in ted  w ith  any of the  p a r t ie s  who have rece ived  this

loan from the co rpora tion  ?— 1 know  m an y  personally .
2235. A re  they re ta i l  trad e sm en  ?— Some a re  professional g e n t le m e n ;  they 

a re  principa lly  the corporation  an d  th e i r  im m edia te  f r iends  and  the  publicans.
2236. A re  th e re  any  ins tances  o f  p a r t ie s  who have received  loans  o f  money 

th ough  voting  on th e  side opposed  to the corporation  ?— Y es, in  some cases ; 
from 1822 to 1 S31 they  g ra n te d  the  m oney to 117 ; in th a t  election, ou t of the 
1 17, th e re  were seven ty-s ix  voted for the  corporation  cand ida tes  and  four aga inst 
them .

2237. Is  the  loan re sum ab le  w hen it  has once been m ade  ?— I t  is len t for 
n ine  years  ce rta in  w ith o u t  in te rest ,  w ith two good securities .

2238. A t  the  end  of those  n ine  years  is i t  un ifo rm ly  r e p a id ? — It  is  re p a id ;  
in  th e  y ea r  1832 they  g ra n te d  th e  m oney  to eleven, ten  o f  whom  voted for them  
an d  one ag a in s t  them.

2239. H a v e  you kn o w n  any  ins tances  of the ir  re fu s in g  to advance  m oney to 
the p a r tie s  on  the  o th er  side in politics ?— [ have.

2240. In  those  cases w ere  the re  respec tab le  su re ties  tendered  ?— As good as 
th e  town could produce.

2241. W hile  the p a r tie s  k ee p  the m oney they  are in d ep en d e n t  of the  corpo­
ra tio n  ?— Y es  ; b u t  th en  there  is a so rt  o f  feeling obligation.

2242. W ould n o t  th a t  p re v e n t  persons  o f  an  opposite  b ias  in politics  m ak in g  
th e  ap p l ic a t io n ? — In  som e cases, w hen they  th in k  th a t  th e  ind iv idua l is a little 
w avering  which way he  shall go, they m ake  h im  an  offer o f  the money to get 
h im  over.

2381. I s  i t  the p rac t ice  to pay  for th e  adm issions of freem en in L e ic e s te r? —  
Yes, th ey  give th em  th e  needful on both  sides.

2382. W h a t  is the fee ?— T h e re  a re  th ree  different sum s ; 1 th in k  the  admission 
o f  the  e ldes t  son of a freem an  is 1/. 85. or 1/. 9s.;  the  adm ission  of the  o th e r  sons 
is r a th e r  more.

2383. H a s  i t  been  the p ractice  of the two sides in L eicester  to pay  for the  a d ­
m ission of f r e em en ?— E v e r  since 1826.

2384. H a s  th a t  gone on ever  s ince th e  R efo rm  Bill ?— Yes, th e  consideration  is 
before the  reg is tra t io n ,  w ith  a view to have his freedom.

2385. Is i t  done now before the  reg is tra t io n  ju s t  as  i t  used  to be done ju s t  
before  t h e  p o l l? — Y es.

2386. T o  as g re a t  an  e x t e n t ? — Y es, o f  the  young  p a r t  o f  t h e m :  the  young 
m an  p rom ises  to su p p o r t  th e  side who p ay  th e  1 /. 8s. to 1/. 10s. or 1 /. 12s. (pp .  
1 2 5 ,1 2 6 ,1 3 3 . )

M r.  J o h n  J a m e s , Hereford.

892. D o  you sp ea k  of vo ters  accessib le  to d irec t  b ribery  ?— D ire c t  an d  in ­
direct.

893. W h a t  a re  the  m odes of in d irec t  b r ibery  to which you have ad ve rted  ?—  
T h e r e  a re  a  g re a t  va r ie ty  o f  them.

894. Specify some of th em  ?— In d u c em en ts  to a vo ter to re co rd  his vote aga inst 
h is conscience by a p rom ise  o f  custom , a n d  i f  he be a po o r  freem an, by  the  p ro ­
mise o f  th e  hospita l  ; an d  by  d is tr ib u tin g  am ong  o th e r  freem en  also the  funds  of 
charit ie s  to a la rg e  am o u n t  which ou r  co rpo ra t ion  possess ; an d  I find the  c le rg y ­
m en  n o t  only the  m ost p e rsevering  an d  u nscrupu lous  canvassers ,  b u t  also the  best 
k ee p e rs  of th e ir  p rom ises  in  n o t  co n tinu ing  th e ir  cus tom  o r  otherwise.

895. D o  you m ean  th a t  w hen  a c le rgym an  th rea ten s  to tak e  away h is  custom  
he  executes  th a t  th rea t  m ore  heroically  than  o th er  persons  do ?— Yes, he always 
fulfils his prom ise.



896. A re  you sp ea k in g  o f  the  p a r t ic u la r  class o f  c le rg y m en  w ith in  y o u r  own 
cogn izance  ?— Yes.

897-8 . VVhat do you m ean  by u n sc ru p u lo u s  ?— A c le rg y m an  g en e ra l ly  is a good 
poli teal p a r t i s an  ; a v o te r  c a n n o t  g e t  r id  o f  h im  ; he  is n o t  sa tis lied  w ith  the  v o te r 's  
saying, Í c a n n o t  vote for y o u r  fr iend ,  because  1 p re fe r  the  po litica l p r in c ip le s  o f  
the o th e r  g en t lem an  ; he is n o t  c o n te n t  w ith tha t ,  b u t  lie b r in g s  all his influence 
to bear  to an  im m en se  ex ten t .

899. D o  you m ean  by u n sc ru p u lo u s  can v asse r  a  m a n  who w ould  n o t  be satisfied 
w ith  the  first answ er, b u t  who w ould  follow i t  u p  ?— D ecided ly ,  by  th re a ts  m ade  
th a t  the  c le rg y m an ’s cu s to m  shou ld  be w ith d raw n ,  an d  the cus tom  o f  all o thers  
o ver  w hom  he  h as  an y  influence, a n d  it  has  been  done.

MO. U n d e r  whose con tro l  a re  the  h osp ita ls  you sp o k e  o f ? — U n d e r  th e c o n t ro l  
o f  th e  co rpo ra t ion .

901. H o w  m a n y  a re  th e re  ?— T h e r e  a re  four hosp ita ls  u n d e r  th e  co rp o ra t io n ,  
an d  one  u n d e r  a g en t lem an ,  who is also o f  the sam e politica l p r in c ip le s  as  the 
co rp o ra t io n .

902. D o  you m ean  th a t  w hen  in d i re c t  b r ib e ry  is c a r r i e d  on by m ean s  o f  those 
hosp ita ls ,  th a t  perso n s  a re  a d m it te d  to the  hosp ita ls  or a lm sh o u ses  in consequence  
of the  vo tes  which th ey  g ive  ?— J u s t  so, as  fast as  th ey  ca n  fulfil th e i r  p rom ises .

903. H ow  m an y  p erso n s  do  the  hosp ita ls  o r  a lm sh o u ses  co n ta in  !— T w en ty -  
e ig h t  I th in k .

904. D o  they  a l to g e th e r  co n ta in  tw en ty -e ig h t  p o o r  m en  ?— Yes.
905. H o w  m an y  vacancies  a re  th e re  in  a  y e a r  u p o n  a n  ave rag e  ?— I c a n n o t  e x ­

ac tly  say  how  m a n y ;  th e re  a re  som e vacancies  to be filled up  in  ev e ry  year.
906. I s  i t  a n  u n d ers to o d  th in g  am o n g  those  f reem en  th a t  th e  on ly  way o f  o b ta in ­

in g  adm ission  in to  th o se  hosp ita ls  is by v o t in g  acco rd in g  to th e  p re su m e d  wishes 
o f  th e  co rp o ra t io n  ?— I t  is.

907. D o  you believe th a t  the m a jo r i ty  o f  p e rso n s  in  those h osp ita ls  h av e  been  
ad m it te d  in consequence  o f  th e i r  vo tes a t  e lec tions ?— N o t  the  m ajority ,  b u t  th e  
whole o f  th em , w ith  th e  ex cep t io n  o f  one  ind iv idua l.

908. W a s  th e re  an y  p a r t ic u la r  re a so n  fo r m a k in g  th a t  ex cep t io n  as to th a t  one 
in d iv id u a l  ?— Y es ; I  have  no d o u b t  th e re  was.

909. I s  an y  t i ling  p a id  for the  ad m iss io n  o f  f re em en  ?— Y es, th e re  is.
910. S ince  th e  p a s s in g  o f  the  R e fo rm  Bill ,  has  th e re  been  a n y  p a y m e n t  on th e  

p a r t  ot the  cand ida tes  for the adm ission  o f  f reem en  ?— N o n e  a t  all, because n one  
h ave  applied .

911. P rev io u s  to th e  p a s s in g  o f  the R efo rm  Bill ,  a r e  you  aw are  th a t  a n y  e x ­
p en se  was in c u r re d  by the  ca n d id a te  for the  adm iss ion  ot f reem an  w ith  a  view 
to th e ir  vo tes  a t  the e lection  ?— I k n o w  m o n ey  was p a id  a t  th a t  pe r iod  fo r  such 
purpose .

912. W h a t  was th e  adm iss ion  f e e ? — A b o u t  2/. I th in k .
913. H o w  do you ac co u n t  for the  p ra c t ic e  h a v in g  been  d iscon tinued  s ince  the 

p a s s in g  of the  R efo rm  Bill ?— F ro m  the  w an t  o f  f reem en  to  be ad m itted .
911. W h y  are  n o t  freem en  as m u ch  w illing  a n d  re a d y  to be a d m it te d  now as they  

w ere  p r io r  to the  p a ss in g  o f  th e  R efo rm  Bill .'— B ecause  th e  m ode o f  o b ta in in g  
th e ir  freedom  b y  m arr iag e  is  d one  aw ay w ith  ; i t  can  only  be by b ir th  o r  se rv itu d e  
for the  p u rp o se  o f  an  e lec t io n .

91ü. A re  th e re  n o t  the sons o f  freem en , an d  also a p p r e n t ic e s ju s tc o m in g o u t  o f  the ir  
time, to w hom  the  sam e ass is tan ce  m ig h t  be  e x te n d e d  now as was p r io r  to the 
p a ss in g  ot th e  R eform  Bill !— C e r ta in ly ;  in  an sw e r  to the  firs t p a r t  o f  the  q u es ­
tion, as to o b ta in in g  f reed o m  by b ir th ,  the  e ld es t  sons  o f  f reem en  n o t  re s id e n t  do 
not apply, because  th e i r  fa th e rs  a re  n o t  reg is te red .

916. D oes  n o t  th e  d im in u t io n  ar ise  from  two sources , from  th e  abo li t ion  o f  ob­
ta in ing  freedom by m a rr ia g e  a n d  th e  ab o li t io n  o f  n o n - r e s id e n t  f reem en  ?— Y es, 
an d  also the custom  is v e ry  m u ch  d im in ish ed  o f  b in d in g  ap p ren t ic e s  for seven  
years. A  m an  to o b ta in  freedom  b y  ap p re n t ic e sh ip  m u s t  se rv e  his ap p ren t ice  to 
a freem an, and  n o t  an  elec tor,  (pp .  /51, 52.)
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Mr. C . Co w e l l .

1438. W i t h  respec t to the influence which the corporations m ay exercise upon 
voters ,  have  they  any  charit ies  u n d e r  th e i r  con tro l  a t  Ipsw ich  ?— L a rg e  charity  
funds an d  large corpora te  funds.

1439. A re  those corporation  an d  charity  funds im partia lly  d is tr ibu ted  am ong 
the d ifferent freem en, w ha tever th e i r  political op in ions  m ay be ‘— C erta in ly , some 
few dese rv in g  individuals  a re  p laced  upon the  co rpora tion  cha ri t ie s  ; bu t ,  generally  
speaking , they  are  used for election purposes.

1 140. I s  it  th e  im pression  am ong  th e  genera l  body of the freem en, th a t  the  way 
tor them  to derive  any  benefit from those charit ies ,  is to vote with the  co rpora t ion  '
-—"i es, an d  one case of bribery , which we have established upon  our pe t i t ion ,  is an 
in s tance  of a n  ind ividual vo ting  in consequence o f  the p rom ise  h e  received  th a t  he 
should  be p laced  up o n  the foundation of one of those charities .

1441. W h o  appo in ts  to those charit ie s  ; is  i t  the  c o rp o ra t io n ;  and w hat officers 
of the co rpora t ion  ?— I believe the  m ost  w ealthy  ch a r i ty  is u n d e r  the d irec tion  ot 
a w arden  a n d  two or th ree  a ss is tan ts ;  I th in k  they a re  ap p o in ted  ou t of t h e p o r t -  
m en  or com m on councilinen ; I am  n o t  qu ite  ce r ta in  ; b u t  the  C orpora tion  C om ­
m ission In q u iry  h a s  gone in to  evidence upon  those points.

1442. W h a t  is the am o u n t  o f  the cha ri t ie s  ?— I th in k  they p ro d u ce  an  income 
o f  between 2,000/. an d  3,000/. a  year.

1413. D o  you m ean  to say th a t  th a t  sum  of money is app lied  p r inc ipa lly  to 
election p u rp o s e s? — 1 am  not able to answ er the question  to th a t  e x te n t ;  I  would 
m ere ly  say th a t  i t  is  largely  app lied  to the exercise of e lec t ioneering  influence.

1444. Is  it  u sua l to give a bribe to the wife of the  v o te r  w ith o u t  h is  know ledge , 
an d  a f te rw ards for the wife to induce  the  e lec to r to vote, w ithou t  an y  d irec t  s ta te ­
m en t  by h e r  th a t  she has  g o t  the  m o n ey  ? — I do n o t  know  w h e th e r  th a t  is done 
or no t ; th e re  have  been  re p o r ts  to th a t  effect a t Ipsw ich  d u r in g  the election.

1393. A re  the re  a  considerab le  n u m b er  o f  the  freem en  o f  Ipsw ich  in  a poor 
an d  d ep e n d e n t  s ta t io n  o f  life .’— M o st o f  them .

1394. A re  th ey  in a  low sta t ion  of l i fe?— M o st  o f  them  a re  in  a d ep en d en t  
s ta t io n  o f  life.

139J .  A re  m ost of them  in the  e m p lo y m en t  of the m an u fac tu re rs  or t radesm en  
o f  the  town !— A large  n u m b er  o f  them  are  p e rsons  em ployed  b y  o thers  ; very  few 
in d eed  o f  th em  ob ta in  th e i r  l iv ing  by  u s in g  th e ir  own capital.

1390?. H ow  is the freedom  at Ipsw ich  acqu ired  ?— By b ir th  and  serv itude.
1397. I s  i t  by se rv itude  to a freem an , or to any  person  in  th e  town I— T o  a f ree ­

m an  for seven  years.
1398. A re  th e re  any  fees u p o n  adm ission  ?— Y es, th e re  a re  fees up o n  ad m is ­

sion, which I ex p la in ed  to the C o rpora tion  Com m issioners ,  before whom 1 gave 
ev idence; a n d  in  m y opin ion  the  p a y m e n t  for the  adm ission o f  th ese  freem en  is 
used  as an  in s t ru m e n t  of bribery.

1399. W h a t  is the  am o u n t  ?— 1 ant n o t  c e r ta in  w h e th e r  i t  is 3/. or 4/.
1400. D oes a large  po rt io n  o f  th a t  3/. or 47. consis t  of the  s tam p  ?— I  do not 

know.
1401. A re  th e re  a  g re a t  n u m b er  o f  respec tab le  trad esm en  an d  m an u fac tu re rs  at 

Ipswich 'who a re  n o t  freem en  ?— A la rge  po rt io n  o f  w hat is called the respectab il i ty  
an d  wealth  an d  in te lligence o f  the town have  no  connection  w h a te v e r  w ith  the c o r ­
pora tion . I will no t answ er for i ts  be ing  quite  correc t,  bu t I do no t believe th a t  
am o n g  th e  whole of the  freem en, in c lu d in g  the  corporation , th e re  are 40 in d iv i­
duals  who pay  a t  the r a te  of 10 /. a year  in  po o r’s ra tes.

1402. Y on m en t io n ed  ju s t  now the fact of these  adm ission  fees being an  in ­
s t ru m e n t  o f  b r ib ery  ; was it  the  p rac t ice ,  before the  R efo rm  Bill, to pay  for the 
adm ission  fees of freem en  ?— It  was the  p rac t ice  o f  the  cand ida tes  to pay  the 
adm ission  tees on both sides, the  un iversa l  p rac t ice  ; an d  the freem en , generally  
sp eak in g ,  waited  for an election in  o rd e r  th a t  they  m ig h t  ob ta in  th e ir  freedom 
w ithou t  cost.

1103. W a s  it j u s t  u p o n  the eve of an election th a t  these freem en were 
ad m it ted  in gen e ra l  ?— D u r in g  the election.



1404. W a s  i t  in  o rd e r  to qualify  th e m  to  vote ?— Y es ; the re  g en e ra l ly  was a 
g re a t  co u r t  held  the  day  before th e  elec tion , a t  w h ich  a g re a t  n u m b e r  were
ad m itted .

1405. S ince  th e  R efo rm  Bill, has  th a t  p ra c t ice  g o n e  on o f  p ay in g  th e  adm ission  
fees ?— Since  th e  R efo rm  Bill i t  has  n o t  been  d one  a t  a l l .  W h e n  I an sw er  th a t  
question , I am  an sw erin g  on ly  w ith  re fe ren ce  to o u r  own f r ie n d s ;  the  co rpora t ion  
is in  the h an d s  o f  o u r  o p p o n en ts .

1406. W e re  th e re  large  ad m iss io n s  o f  f re em en  e i th e r  im m ed ia te ly  p rev io u s  or 
d u r in g  e i th e r  o f  the  la te  e lec tions !— O f  the reg is t ra t io n ,  I p re s u m e  is m ean t .

1407. W e re  th e re  la rge  ad m iss io n s  m ad e  p rev ious ly  to th e  r e g is t r a t io n ? — I do 
n o t  th in k  th e re  was. I w ould  w ish  to s ta te  o n e  fact, t h a t  n o t  h a v in g  p a id  the  
fees o f  adm iss ion ,  a n d  h a v in g  from  p r in c ip le  re f ra in e d  from  p a y in g  th em , m an y  
o f  o u r  y o u n g  f reem en  a re  n o t  ad m it te d ,  a n d  a re  w a it in g  to  be a d m it te d  w h en ev e r  
we a re  ready to p ay  th e  m o n ey  ; we h av e  dec lined  p a y in g  it, an d  th e y  w ere  n o t  
re g is te red  a t  the  la s t  e lec tion .

1408. W a s  th e r e  an y  e x p e c ta t io n  on th e i r  p a r t  th a t  som e po li t ica l  f r iends  in  
the  b o rough  would p ay  th e i r  adm iss ion  fees as  f reem en  ?— C e r ta in ly  th e re  was, 
a n d  seve ra l  of th em  have com e to m e a n d  a s k e d  m e to p ay  them , a n d  I have 
consu lted  som e o f  m y  fr iends  u p o n  the  p ro p r ie ty  ot to rm in g  a com m ittee ,  an d  
su b sc r ib in g  a c e r ta in  su m  an n u a lly  to p ay  for th em , because  th e y  a re  in d iv id u a ls  
in  so p o o r  a s ta t ion  o f  life th a t  th ey  c a n n o t  afford to p a y  th e  3/. ; th ey  have  n o t  
the  m eans.

1409. H a s  a n y  su ch  assoc ia tion  b een  fo rm ed  ?— N o.
1410. H a s  an y  assoc ia tion  for a  s im ila r  p u rp o se  been  fo rm ed  on  the o th e r  side 

by yo u r  opponen ts ,  th a t  you  a re  aw are  o f  ?— I do n o t  t h in k  th e re  has.
1411. H a s  th e re  been  an y  ta lk  o f  su ch  an  assoc ia tion  in  th e  town ?— N o t  th a t  

I am  aw are  of.
1412. D o  you  know any  in s tan ce s  ill w hich  ap p lica tio n s  w ere  m ade  by freem en  

a t  the  la s t  r e g is t ra t io n  to p ay  for th e i r  adm iss ions ,  a n d  w h ich  w ere  re fused  !—  
Yes, I  r e m e m b e r  a  ca se  o r  two o f  in d iv id u a ls  w ho a s k e d  m e  w h e th e r  I  could 
a r ra n g e  a  p lan  for it, a n d  w ished  to k u o w  w h a t  p la n  w as adop ted .

1413. D id  you re fuse  to a r r a n g e  su ch  a  p la n  ?— I did. (p p .  77, 79 .)

M r. T .  E d w a r d s  an d  M r.  J o h n  11. S t a f f , N orw ich.

2425. H a d  i t  been  the p rac t ice  a t  p rev io u s  P a r l ia m e n ta r y  e lec tions for the  
borough  in  w h ich  you res ide , to buy  vo tes  in  th e  sam e way in  w hich  th ey  were 
b o u g h t  a t  th e  m u n ic ip a l  e lec t ions ,  o r  was a d iffe ren t sys tem  p u r s u e d  fo rm erly  ?—  
A different sys tem  was p u rsu ed .

2426. By both  p a r t ie s  in  th e  b o rough  ?— B y bo th  p a r t ie s .
2427. W il l  you describe  the  m ode  in  w h ich  they  w ere  b o u g h t  u n d e r  the  old 

sys tem  ?— 1 t h in k  th ey  were b o u g h t  b y  the  p a t ro n a g e  o f  th e  c o rp o ra t io n  in  som e 
degree , by the  a ld e rm an  g iv in g  o u r  co rp o ra t io n  cha ri t ie s ,  p ro m is in g  tu rn s  to the  
vo ters ,  o r  to vo ters’ ch i ld ren ,  (p .  137.)

^  > &  M r .  J a m e s  T e r r e l l .

2873 . W i th  re fe ren ce  to the  c ity  o f  E x e te r ,  a re  you  aw are  o f  a n y  sou rces  of 
influence th e re  affecting the  e lec tions w ith  w h ich  you h av e  b een  a c q u a in ted  1—
I th in k  in  th e  E x e t e r  e lec tion  for th e  city, the  g r e a t  evil we find in  the  E x e t e r  
election is, th e  influence o f  th e  c o rp o ra t io n  over the  freem en .

2874. E x e rc is e d  th ro u g h  w h a t  m ean s  ?— T h e r e  a re  som e very  considerab le  
charit ie s  an d  a lm shouses  in  the  h a n d s  o f  the  c o rp o ra t io n  ; those  a lm sh o u ses  h av e  
always been  g iven  to the freem en , th o u g h  in  m o s t  cases  th ey  a re  tor  th e  benefit 
o f  the  in h ab itan ts  g en e ra l ly  ; t h a t  h a s  o p e ra te d  as a n  in fluence d irec t ly  on the  
freem en  occupying those a lm shouses ,  a n d  in d irec t ly  as a tem p ta t io n  to o th e rs  in 
case o f  vacancy.

2875. H a s  evidence up o n  the  su b jec t  o f  the  po litica l in fluence of the  c o r p o ra ­
tion  p a tro n ag e  been  g iven  to the  c o rp o ra t io n  com m iss ioners  — In  the  m unicipal 
co rp o ra t io n  re p o r t  th e re  is the  s ta te m e n t  th a t  those  ch a r i t ie s  have  been  g iv en  to 
the freem en  in p re fe rence ,  a n d  in  add it ion  to th a t ,  th e y  have considerab le
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p r o p e r t y  in  E x e t e r ,  a n d  t h e i r  t r a d e s m e n  a n d  t h e i r  t r a d e s m e n ’s  j o u r n e y m e n  b e i n g  
f r e q u e n t l y  f r e e m e n  a l so ,  g iv e  t h e m  a  d e c i d e d  p r e p o n d e r a n c e  w i t h  t h a t  c l a s s  o f  
v o t e r s ,  ( p p .  166*, 1 6 7 . )

J o h n  S c o t t .

0 8 2 6 .  D o  y o u  t h i n k  t h a t  a  f r e e m a n  w h o  v o t e s  i n  t h e  B l u e  i n t e r e s t  h a s  a  b e t t e r  
c h a n c e  o t  o b t a i n i n g  r e l i e f  f r o m  t h e  c h a r i t i e s  i n  B r i s t o l  t h a n  i f  h e  v o t e d  011 t h e  
o p p o s i t e  s id e  ?— I n  s o m e  h e  h a s ,  b u t  i n  s o m e  h e  h a s  n o t  ; i t  d e p e n d s  o n  w h a t  
a l d e r m a n  t h e  g i l t s  a r e  u n d e r .

6827. H a s  he  a  b e t te r  chance  on  the  whole i f  he votes in  th e  B lue in te re s t? —
e ?> a n d  l ia s  a  b e t t e r  c h a n c e  o f  g e t t i n g  a  c h i l d  i n t o  t h e  s c h o o l .
6 8 2 8 .  T h e  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  C o n s e r v a t i v e  O p e r a t i v e  S o c ie ty ,  y o u  t h i n k  t h e y  

w o u ld  h a v e  a  b e t t e r  c h a n c e  o t  g e t t i n g  c h a r i t a b l e  r e l i e f  ?— Y e s ,  b e c a u s e  t h e y  s e t  a  
r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  f r o m  t h e  c o m m i t t e e .

0829. D o  you know  an y  m en  w ho have  app lied  for ch a r i ty  a n d  w ere  re fused 
because they  have vo ted  on  the  L ibera l  s i d e ? - N o ,  1 can n o t  say I  d o :  I  know  
som e tim e back  th e re  w ere  m an y  in s tan ces ;  I  cou ld  have  reco llected  w hen  I was 
h e re  before, l l i e y  have a m a r k  which th ey  m ak e  on th e  pe t i t ion .  T h e  cler<ry- 
m a n  w hen lie signs i t  m ak es  a  b i t  o f  a  m a rk ,  an d  so the  p a r ty  knows th e  g ro u n d  
on which he  is w orking , as  I  have  been  informed.

6830. W e re  there  an y  m em bers  expe lled  from  th is  O p e ra t iv e  C onserva tive  
n u m b er  they  w ere  supposed  to be inc lined  to the L ib e ra l  p a r ty  .-— A  vast

6845. M e n  used  to delay ta k in g  o u t  th e ir  freedom till  the  e lection a r r iv ed  ?
* " " i  es.

6846 D id  th ey  p ay  them selves  for t a k in g  o u t  th e i r  freedom  ?— T h e  M em b ers  
d i d ,  o r  t h e  c a n d i d a t e s ’ f r i e n d s .

(p p 8 4 0 4 A 4 0 5 l)hat alter thC POlUng bl ° an ' - TiU tl,e Iast moment o f  polling.

H a r m a n  V i s o e r , E s q .

. J i n S i r  r m  8 0  thr0Ugh ‘.h e  P -i,CticeS in  fo rn ,er  t i ,nes>an d  w ith o u t  crinii- 
S  Î  «  CH“  y-°U . ?W “  occurred  a t  Bristo l, was th e  ta k in g  up  of 

ti t  freedom  o f  freem en  im m edia te ly  p rev ious  to the  election, o r  even  d u r in g  the 
election, one ot the c o r ru p t  p rac tices  t h a t  was had  recourse  t o ? - I t  w as always

o CtheeX t i  7  Í ’ T  f0Urth day 0t' th e  election ; i t  was n ev e r  d one  p rev ious 
T  Í WaS ,lle 1° a ,g re a t  e x te n t> a n d  avowedly an d  openly.

bóoS. T h e  claim s to  the  freedom  were suffered to accum ula te  b e tw e en  one 
e lec tion  a n d  an o th e r  till th e  e lec tion  a r r iv ed  ?__Yes.

tl.eir W n l r  í* 1 SeneraI1y  t,lat ^ rec t ly  or indirectly the candidates or

aiid ayowetlly on both s!” ^  *° U k e  UP tl,6Se fteedoms «“ D irectly
6360. C an  you g ive an y  in s tance  o f  this, as  to the  election o f  1774?— T h e re  is 

3  S  S T  ln?tanCe k the  î l ,ep o r t  ° t tlle C orpora tion  Com m issioners, 
votes for each. ° S Ve So t the  p a r t ic u la rs  o f  th e  elec tion , a n d  the

C rag e r  - - O ld  voters 2 ,1 6 8
N ew  vo ters  - 2,397

T o t a l  -  3 ,5 6 5

B u rk e  -  - Old voters» T ” 1 ,5 5 3
N ew  vo ters  - 1,154

T o t a l  -  2 ,7 0 7

B rickdale  - Old vo ters  ] gg.j
N ew  voters  - - .  .  ’772

T o t a l 2 ,4 5 6
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6362. So th a t  i t  a p p e a rs  th a t  M r.  B u r k e  ca r r ied  his e lec tion  b y  ta k in g  up 
m ore  new  freedom s th a n  h is  o p p o n en t  M r .  B r ick d a le  ?— Y es, it  does.

6363. N ow  do the  C o rp o ra t io n  C om m iss ioners  a d v e r t  to th e  election o f  1812 
— I th in k  they g ive  m o s t  co n tes ted  e lec tions for som e y ea rs  back.

6364. T h ey  s ta te ,  do  th ey  not,  th a t  th e  B ris to l  r e tu r n  for 1813 in c lu d es  the  
per iod  from  th e  29 th  S ep tem b er ,  1812, on w hich  day  P a r l ia m e n t  was d isso lv ed ;  
in th a t  y e a r  1,720 w ere  a d m it te d  in s tead  o f  50, w hich  is  ab o u t  the  av e rag e  
n u m b e r  o f  o rd in a ry  years  ?— S p e a k in g  from  m y  reco llec t ion ,  so m e th in g  °to 
th a t  ex ten t .

6365. T h e  r e tu r n  o f  1826 w ith o u t  g o in g  in to  th e  nu m b ers ,  was M r. - 's
r e tu r n  effected by the  sam e m e a n s  ?— I t  was effected by all th e  usual m ean s  of 
e lec tioneering .

6366. H a d  n o t  h is  a n ta g o n is t  a  m a jo r i ty  on  the  first d a y ’s poll ?__Yes.
6367. A n d  was i t  th e n  d e te rm in e d  by h is  fr iends to have  re co u rse  to th e  tak inn  

up o f  f reedom s ; a n d  was n o t  from  700 to  800 ap p lica tio n s  m ad e  on the  p a r t  o f
c la im an ts  to the freedom  to M r . -----------'s  co m m ittee  ?— I know  th a t  M r.  - ’s
e lec t ion  was in  th e  g re a te s t  possib le  d an g e r ,  a n d  th ey  dec id ed  on ta k in g  up 
freedom s, an d  sp en d in g  all th a t  was req u is i te ,  an d  i t  was tu rn e d  by  th a t  m eans .

6425. N ow  have th e  ch a r i t ie s  in  B ris to l  been  m u ch  d iv e r te d  from  th e i r  p u r ­
poses ,  an d  m ad e  use  o f  as  a  m ean s  o f  ex e rc is in g  P a r l ia m e n ta ry  in fluence ?__I do
n o t  know  th a t  th ey  have  b een  m u c h  d iv e r te d  from  th e i r  p u rp o se ,  b u t  I  know  
they have  been  a ve ry  pow erful m ean s  o f  P a r l ia m e n ta r y  influence.

6426. W a s  i t  g e n e ra l ly  u n d e rs to o d  by freem en , th a t  un less  th e y  vo ted  a g re e ­
ably  to th e  w ishes o f  those  in  w hose h an d s  th e  d is t r ib u tio n  o f  th e  ch a r i t ie s  was 
vested , a n y  a p p l ic a t io n  for p a r t ic ip a t in g  in  the  c h a r i ty  was n o t  l ike ly  to be s u c ­
cessful ?— I  sh o u ld  say i t  w as the  u n iv e rsa l  a n d  e n t i re  con v ic t io n * .

6427. D id  you  ev e r  re a d  th e  ev idence  o f  a  p e rso n  n am ed  L ea ch ,  g iv en  before 
th e  e lec tion  co m m ittee  o f  1812, in w hich  th is  passage  occurs  :— “  Q. A re  the 
freem en  o f  the  p a r ish  w h e re  you  re s ide  en t i t le d  to an y  c h a r i ty  m on ies  I— A .  I 
have  h ad  i t  (m e a n in g  ch a r i ty ) ,  b u t  on ac co u n t  o f  p o ll in g  for — —1—  : 1 
could n o t  g e t  i t  th is  la s t  t ime. Q. D id  you m a k e  an y  ap p l ica t io n  for ch a r i ty  
m oney  ?— A .  Yes, I  h ad  m y  p e t i t io n  before C h r is tm a s  from  the  p r in c ip a l  g en t lc -
m en  of th e  par ish .  1 took  i t  to M r .  ----------- to h av e  i t  s igned , an d  he  said, he
w ondered  a t  m y  im p u d en ce .  H e  sa id  he  cam e to  m e to a sk  th e  favour to vote
f o r -------; I  re fu sed  h im , a n d  he  w ould  n o t  s ign  it. Q. W a s  i t  n ecessa ry  th a t
M r . -----------shou ld  sign i t ? — A .  Y es, h e  was the  -------- o f  th e  p a r ish .  Q. D id
you go an y  fu r th e r  w ith  t h a t  p e t i t io n  ?—  A .  M y  wife w e n t  to the  m in is te r  o f  the 
p a r is h  a n d  h ad  i t  s igned , an d  th e n  I lodged  i t  in  M r.  W 'ilk inson’s  hands ,  a n d  he 
lodged i t  a t  th e  co u n c il -h o u se ,  b u t  I had  n o th in g .  Q. W h a t  is  th e  a m o u n t  of 
th a t  c h a r i ty ? — A .  T h re e  p o u n d s ,  M rs .  P e l lo q u in ’s m o n ey .”— I h a d  m y  a t te n t io n  
ca lled  to t h a t  passage  in the  p r in te d  ev idence.

fi 1*29. H a v e  you seen  a n y  e s t im a te  o f  the  c h a r i t ie s  th a t  a re  ves ted  in  the  c o r ­
po ra tio n  ?— I have.

6430. A n d  w hich  they  have  th e  pow er to d is t r ib u te  ?— Í have  i t  m ad e  out.
6 4 3 1 .  H a v e  the g oodness  to  re a d  it.— H e r e  is  a  com pila t ion  o f  the  B ris to l  

charit ie s ,  an d  from  th a t  th e  m em o ra n d u m  has  been  taken ,
6432. P r e p a re d  by y o u rse lf  ?— N o t  p re p a re d  by  myself, b u t  p r e p a re d  by a 

fr iend  o f  m in e  a t  m y  reques t .
6433. A n d  from  the  r e p o r t  o f  the  co rp o ra t io n  c o m m iss io n e rs? — F ro m  the 

com pila tion  ol w ha t  re la ted  to B r is to l  in  the ch a r i ty  co m m iss io n e rs ’ rep o rts .
6 4 ^ 4 .  l l i e n ,  in tact, all you s ta te  th e re  has  been d e r iv e d  from  the  r e p o r t  of 

the  ch a r i ty  co m m iss ione rs  o f  th e  ch a r i t ie s  a t  B ris to l  ?— I believe i t  to be fully 
an d  correc tly  tak en .

6 4 3 5 .  W ill  you ju s t  be so good a s  to re a d  i t  ?

M r.  A i s g e r  then read  an elaborate sta tem ent o f  the  C h a r i t i e s  at  B r i s t o l .

G ra n d  T o ta l  L oan , m oney  an d  co rn  f u n d ..........................................................  G200
G e n e ra l  C h ari t ies  in  m oney, food, clo thes, &c. annua lly  d isbursed ,

e x c l u s i v e  o f  s e r m o n s ........................................................................................................  16 895
T h e  gene ra l  C orpora tion  C h ari t ies  ( M r .  V isg e r  observes)  in  doles o f  bread , 

&c., pass  also th rou g h  the  h an d s  o f  th e  C h u rchw arden s  : the  total he  says) is less

* See N o te  a t  the  end .



than  in  s t r ic tn ess  i t  should  be, from a desire  n o t  to oversta te ,  an d  from the 
p rac t ice  adop ted  of s ta t in g  every  th in g  as nearly  as possible in  ro u n d  n u m b ers .”

6436. N o w ,  th e  d is t r ib u tio n  o f  th e  c h a r i t ie s  a l lu d e d  to  is p r in c ip a l ly  in the  
h an d s  o f  th e  c o rp o ra t io n  an d  p a ro ch ia l  a u th o r i t i e s ,  is i t  n o t? — P r i n c i p a l l y ;  
an d  as to  t h a t  in th e  c o rp o ra t io n ,  th e  san c tio n  o f  th e  p a ro c h ia l  a u th o r i t i e s  is 
f r e q u e n t ly  ask ed .

6437. A r e  th e se  se lf -e lec ted  b o d ies?— I  b e liev e  e v e ry  v e s t ry ,  a n d  th e r e  a re  
18 in n u m b e r  in B ris to l,  h a v e  th e  c loses t  p r in c ip le  o f  self-e lection .

6438. N ow  th e  au th o r i t ie s  a d v e r te d  to ,  a r e  th e y  p r in c ip a l ly  com posed  o f  th e  
m e m b ers  o f  one  p o li t ica l  p a r t y ? — T h e y  a r e  av o w ed ly  a n d  o p en ly  th e  e lec t ion  
co m m itte es  o f  one p a r ty  ; I  h av e  seen  th e  books m y s e l f  in w h ich  e l e c t io n e e r ­
ing  p ro c e e d in g s  w e re  re g u la r ly  r e c o rd e d  on th e  m inu tes .

6439. T h e  v e s t ry  books?— Yes.
6440. I n  t im es  past  ?— P e r h a p s  10 o r  15 y e a r s  ago.
6441. C a n  you g ive us an  in s ta n c e ? — A le t t e r  h ad  been  re c e iv e d  from  a

c o m m it te e  room , W h i te  L ion , to  go can v ass in g  fo r  ---------------- , o r  som e­
th ing  l ike  th a t ,  I  w i l l  n o t  s p e a k  p rec ise ly ,  an d  th e r e  w as  a  reso lu tion  
th e re u p o n  reco rd e d .

6442. C an  you g ive ,  in p r o o f  o f  th e  b e l i e f  p re v a i l in g  am o n g  th e  f r e e m e n ,  
t h a t  th ese  c h a r i t ie s  a r e  d i s t r ib u te d  p r in c ip a l ly  am o n g  th e  s u p p o r te r s  o f  one  
politica l p a r ty ,  a n y  a n s w e r  g iv en  by f r e e m e n  to  p e rso n s  can v ass in g  fo r  M essrs. 
B a i ley  a n d  H o b h o u se  in 1834?— I h av e  h e a rd  so m a n y  th in g s  as to th a t ,  t h a t  it 
is im possib le  to  e n u m e r a te  t h e m ;  I  h e a rd  p a r t ic u la r ly  t h a t  those  w h o  s u b s e ­
q u en t ly  m ig h t  re c e iv e  c h a r i ty ,  sa id  it  w ould  n o t  do  fo r po o r  m en  to  fly in  th e  
fa c e  o f  those  w h o  cou ld  do  th em  good.

6443. D id  you  h e a r  a  m an  say so y o u rse lf ? — N o, i t  w as r e p o r t e d  to  m e  a t  
th e  tim e.

6444. D o  you  k n o w ,  in th e  ca se  o f  M rs .  P e l lo q n in ’s c h a r i ty ,  w h e th e r  th a t  
in p a r t i c u la r  has b een  m isap p lied  ?— I h a v e  h e a rd  th a t  i t  is v e ry  com m on  to 
g ive  i t  w ith  th e  u n d e r s ta n d in g  th a t  i t  shall  be  s u b d iv id e d .

6445. O u g h t  i t  n o t ,  a c c o rd in g  to  th e  b eq u e s t ,  b e  g iv en  in sum s o f  61. to  poor 
househo lders?— Yes, I  am  to ld  so.

6446. W h a t  do  you  m e a n  b y  s u b d iv id e d ? — I  h a v e  h e a rd  f ro m  a  so u rce  
w h ich  has  le f t  no  d o u b t  as to t h e  f a c t  on m y  m in d ,  t h a t  i t  w as g iven  to  a  fam ily  
on  an  u n d e r s ta n d in g  th a t  o th e rs  w e re  to p a r t i c ip a te  in i t  ; a  p o u n d  a  p ie c e ,  o r  
so m eth in g  in t h a t  w ay.

6447. C h r is tm a s  g if ts ,  w h a t  is th e  n a tu r e  o f  th em  a t  B r is to l?— I  c a n n o t  g ive 
you  an y  in fo rm a tio n  as to  th e  d e ta i l  o f  th e  cha ri t ie s .

6148. B u t  t h e r e  a r e  w h a t  a r e  ca lled  C hris tm as  g ifts  d i s t r ib u te d  b y  th e  p a r o ­
ch ia l  au th o r i t ie s?— T h e r e  a r e  m an y .

6419. P a ro c h ia l  v es t r ie s?— M a n y ;  I  h a v e  re a d  t h e  a c c o u n ts  o f  th em  on the  
b o a rd s  in t h e  ch u rch .

6450. H o w  a r e  t h e s e  d i s t r ib u te d  ?— B y  th e  v es tr ie s  a n d  th e  c h u r c h w a rd e n s .
6451. I s  i t  g en e ra l ly  b e l iev ed  th a t  th ey  a r e  d i s t r ib u te d  in o r d e r  to  se rv e  

po li tica l  a n d  e le c t io n e e r in g  p u rp o se s?— I t  is g en e ra l ly  b e l iev e d  th a t  th e y  a rc  
d i s t r ib u te d  w i th  re fe re n c e  to po li tica l  a u d  e le c t io n e e r in g  p u rposes .

6152. D o  y o u  k n o w  an y  th in g  o f  th e  O a ls to n  g u in ea  ; d o es  i t  go  b y  th e  
n am e  o f  th e  B lu e  g u in ea?— I k n o w  it is a so c ie ty  ca lled  c h a r i ta b le ,  b u t  v i r ­
tu a l ly  politica l.

6453. I s  th e r e  a p ra c t ic e  th a t  w h e n  a  f r e e m a n  ap p l ie s  fo r  a g if t ,  he  a lw ays  
ta k e s  w ith  h im  a co p y  o f  his f reed o m , an d  th a t  w h en  his vo te  has  b een  f a v o u r ­
ab le ,  his f re ed o m  is m a rk e d  w ith  b lue  ink  ?— In  fa c t ,  t h e  co p y  o f  th e  f reed o m  
is p ro o f ;  I  h a v e  seen  n u m b e rs  o f  th em  m a rk e d  w ith  b lue  in k  in var ious  places, 
a c c o rd in g  to th e  e lec t io n s  in w h ich  th e y  vo ted .

6454. I s  his f r e e d o m  b e ing  m a rk e d  w ith  b lue  c o n s id e red  a s  a  p assp o r t  for 
su ccess  in ap p ly in g  fo r  c h a r i ta b le  re lie f?— T h e  m a r k  w ith  b lue  is d ee m e d  a 
p ro o f  o f  his h a v in g  v o ted  iu fa v o u r  o f  th e  T o ry  p a r ty .  I t  is m a r k e d  in d if ­
f e r e n t  p a r t s o f  th e  co p y  a c c o rd in g  to d if fe ren t  e lec t ions ,  an d  th a t  is supposed  to 
b e  a  p a s s p o r t  to  success.

6455. D id  you  e v e r  h e a r  o f  a  p e t i t io n  w h ich  w as  b ro u g h t  to a  g en t lem an  o f
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l ib e ra l  p r in c ip le s  fo r  s ig n a tu re ,  a n d  o n e  o f  th e  d o c u m e n ts  g iv en  in  s u p p o r t  ot 
t lic p e t i t io n  w a s ,  th a t  th e  a p p l i c a n t  h a d  a lw a y s  s u p p o r t e d  th e  B lu e  p a r ty  by 
h is  v o te  ?— I  h a v e  h e a rd  su ch  a  th in g  s t a t e d ,  a n d  la u g h e d  at.

6456. L a u g h e d  a t  b e c a u se  it w as n o t  b e l iev e d  ?— N o ,  la u g h e d  a t  fo r  h is  g iv ­
in g  su ch  a  re aso n  to  th e  L ib e ra l  p a r ty ,  m is ta k in g  h im  fo r th e  o p p o s i te  p a r ty ,  
(p p .  377— 384.)

M r .  J o s e p h  P a r k e s .

L829. D o  you  k n o w  w h e th e r  th e r e  is an  a b u s e  o f  c h a r i t i e s  fo r  e le c t io n  p u r ­
poses in c o rp o ra t io n  t o w n s ? — V e r y  e x ten s iv e .

1830. C a n  you  ç iv e  a u y  in s ta n c e s? — Y e s ;  in H e r e f o r d  th e  a lm s h o u s e s ;  an d  
i t  is notorious* in C o v e n t ry  a n d  L e ic e s te r .  I c a n n o t  s t a t e  th e  in s ta n c e s ,  b u t  
i t  is a d m i t t e d  by all p a r t i e s  t h a t  th e  a d m in i s t r a t io n  o f  th e  c h a r i t ie s  is po li­
tical. I  k n o w  i t  has  b een  so a m o n g  m y  o w n  p a r t i s a n s ;  I  k n o w  th a t  ad m iss io n  
in to  a p a r t i c u la r  c h a r i ty  h a s  b e e n  m a d e  a n  in d u c e m e n t  to  p e r s o n s  to  poll in a 
p a r t i c u la r  w a y ;  I do  n o t  m e a n  to  say  th a t  has  b een  c o n t in ed  to o n e  po li tica l  
p a r ty .

1831. I s  n o t  t h a t  th e  n e c e s s a ry  c o n s e q u e n c e  o f  h a v in g  p o p u la r  e lec t io n s  to  
th o se  c h a r i t i e s ? — No, fe w  a r e  p o p u l a r ;  I th in k  t h e  c h a r i t ie s  m ig h t  be  a d v i s ­
ab ly  p u t  on a v e ry  d i f fe re n t  foo ting .

183*2. S u p p o s in g  th a t  t h e  v o tin g  w as  by b a l lo t ,  w o u ld  n o t  t h a t  in f lu en ce  
cease  ?— I  th in k  i t  w o u ld .

1833. I f  he  h a d  a  p o li t ica l  fe e l in g  c o in c id in g  w i th  th e  c o rp o ra t io n ,  h e  w ou ld  
vo te  w ith  it ; b u t  i f  n o t ,  h e  w o u ld  vo te  a c c o r d in g  to  his c o n s c ie n c e  ?— Y es, a n d  
possess  th e  c h a r i ty  too , i f  h e  d id  n o t  d isc lose  w h ich  w a y  h e  v o te d .

1834. T h e  c h a r i ty  p e n s io n e r s  a r e  g e n e ra l ly  p e rso n s  o f  no  po li t ica l  fe e l in g  
b e fo re  th e y  a r e  e le c te d  to  th e  c h a r i t y ? — N o , I do  n o t  say  t h a t ;  b u t  th e y  feel  
i t  n e c e s sa ry  to m e rg e  t h e i r  feelings.

1835. T h e y  a r e  n o t  e le c te d  fo r  e le c t io n  o b j e c t s ? — Y e s ,  f r e q u e n t l y ;  I co n ­
s id e r  a g r e a t  m an y  o f  th e m  e le c te d  to s e r v e  th e  e l e c t io n e e r in g  p u rp o s e s  o f  p a r ­
t i c u la r  p a r t ie s ,  h a v in g  p re v io u s ly  g iv en  t h e i r  p ro m ise  to  vo te .

1830. T h e  p a r ty  in t r o d u c e d  in to  th e  a lm sh o u se  is s u p p o s e d  to  h e  o f  th e  po li­
t ica l  fee ling  o f  th e  p a r ty  p u t t in g  h im  in ?— Y e s ,  by  profess ion .

1837. T h e r e f o r e  th e  b a l lo t  w o u ld  b e  a n  i n d u c e m e n t  to  h im  to  v io la te  his 
p ro fe s s io n ?— Y e s ,  it  w ou ld  e n a b le  h im  to  d o  i t ;  b u t  I c o n s id e r  th a t  a m u ch  
less evil th a n  th e  o th e r  case  ; t h a t  is, v o t in g  c o n t r a r y  to  his p o l i t ic a l  op in io n  is 
a g r e a t e r  ev il  th a n  b r e a k in g  a  d is h o n e s t  p ro m ise .

1838. l u  th e  o n e  c a se  h e  is v io la t in g  his m o ra l  f e e l in g ,  a n d  in  th e  o t h e r  his 
p o l i t i c a l? — I c o n s id e r  i t  a m o ra l  v io la t ion  in b o th  cases .

1839. D o es  n o t  th e  m an  w h o  vo tes  fo r  M r .  A. s a y ,  by  t h a t  he  c o n s id e r s  M r .  
A. th e  m ost  fit p e r so n  to be  r e tu r n e d  to  P a r l i a m e n t ? — I th in k  a t  leas t  his d u ty  
is to  v o te  fo r  th e  p e rso n  he  th in k s  m ost  t i t ,  a n d  t h a t  t h e r e  c a n n o t  be  a g r e a t e r  
v io la t ion  o f  m o ra l  o b l ig a t io n  th a n  to  v o te  c o n t r a r y  to  h is  c o n sc ie n ce .

1840. A m an  is e le c te d  to a c o r p o ra t io n  c h a r i ty ,  b e in g  a  l ib e ra l  m a n ;  be in g  
th e r e  as a  l ib e ra l  m a n ,  h e  v o te s  th e  n e x t  d a y  fo r  t h e  l ib e ra l  c a n d id a t e  ; th e  
ballo t  w ou ld  e n a b le  h im  to  v o te  fo r  w h a t  y o u  w o u ld  call  t h e  i l l ib e ra l  c a n d id a t e  ? 
— Y e s ;  a n d  I  th in k  th a t  w o u ld  be  ju s t i f ia b le ,  i f  h e  t h o u g h t  th e  i l l ib e ra l  c a n ­
d id a t e  th e  p r o p e r  one .

1841. W o u ld  it  n o t  be  b e t t e r  i f  lie h ad  c h a n g e d  his o p in io n ,  t h a t  he  should  
have  an  o p p o r tu n i ty  o f  e x p r e s s in g  th a t  ?— Y es  ; a n d  w e  all k n o w  th a t  v e ry  
g r e a t  a l te r a t io n s  in n a t io n a l  o p in io n s  h a v e  ta k e n  p la c e  in th e  la s t  tw o  o r  t h r e e  
y ea rs ,  a n d  th a t  f u r t h e r  m ay  o c c u r  in th e  n e x t  tw o  o r  t h r e e  y ea rs .

1842. They c a n n o t  t u r n  h im  o u t  o f  th e  c h a r i ty  in c o n s e q u e n c e  o f  his v o t e r — 
N o ;  b u t  th e  m an  m ay  s till  be  u n d e r  in f lu e n c e  t h a t  w ill  p r e v e n t  his e x e rc is in g  
his f ran ch ise ,  only he  m ay  n o t  l ike  to  d o  t h a t  in o p en  v o t in g  w h ic h  he  w o u ld  
u n d e r  th e  ballot.

1843. D o  you  hold  it to be  a  m a n ’s d u t y  w h o  lias b een  e le c te d  in to  a  c o rp o ­
ra t io n ,  a lw ays  to vote  as t h e  c o r p o ra t io n  m ay  d i c t a t e  to  h im  a f t e r w a r d s  ? — No.

1844. W o u ld  n o t  you  c o n s id e r  t h a t  a s  g r e a t  a n  in t ru s io n  u p o n  his l ib e r ty  o f
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conscience as their d ictating  to him what verd ict he should g ive  i f  he was a 
ju rym an  on a trial?— J u st  as much. (p . 109.)

Further ev id en ce  by Mr. Parkes relative to undue influence in boroughs 

will be adduced  w hen w e  com e to  his answers to a  question upon it  in 
counties.

H itherto  w e  have attended  to boroughs, with litt le  deviation into counties.  

A gainst the counties few  charges o f  bribery have been brought forward;  

but, as the ev id en ce  has show n, they  are open, to an alarming ex ten t,  to 

those o f  intimidation, by influence o f  various kinds w hich cannot be too 
m uch reprobated.

B R I B E R Y .
A . E .  C o c k b u r n ,  E s q .

3804. H ave an y  ca ses  co m e  u n d e r  y o u r  k n o w le d g e  o f  b r ib e ry  in co u n ty  
e lec t io n s  ?— 'N o .

M r.  J a m e s  S k e r r a t t .

•>84G. Y o u  a r e  a  so l ic i to r  in C h esh ire ,  a r e  y o u  n o t? ____ I  am.
•5847. A t  w h a t  p la c e ? — A t  S an d b a c h .
3848. H a v e  y o u  h ad  an y  e x p e r ie n c e  in e lec t io n s  ?__1 h av e .
3849 . I n  w h a t  e le c t io n s?— I n  th e  e lec t io n s  fo r  th e  c o u n ty  o f  C h esh ire .
3850. I n  a n y  o th e r ? — N o.
3851. F o r  bo th  div isions o f  t h e  c o u n ty  o f  C h e s h i r e ? — B e fo re  t h e  c o u n ty  

w a s  d iv id ed ,  I  h a d  to r  t h e  c o u n ty  g en e ra l ly  ; s in ce  i t  w as d iv id e d ,  on ly  fo r  th e  
so u th e rn  division.

3852. H a v e  th e r e  b e e n  a n y  c o n te s ts  in  t h a t  c o u n ty  s ince  y o u r  e x p e r ie n c e
co m m e n c e d ? — T h e r e  h a s  n e v e r  b e e n  a n y  c o n te s t  t h a t  has  co m e  to  no ll inc
s in ce  th e  y e a r  1736 till  t h e  y e a r  1832.

3853. W e re  th e r e  e v e r  p re p a ra t io n s  fo r  a c o n te s t  b e fo re  o r  s in ce  ?— M a n v
3859. H a v e  you  e x p e r ie n c e d  m u c h  b r ib e ry  in t h e  c o u n ty  ?— N o  v e ry  l i tt le
3860. H a v e  you  b eco m e  a c q u a in te d  w i th  a n y  ?— M e re ly  som e in s tan ces  - 

th e r e  h av e  been  tw o  o r  t h r e e  in s tan ce s  o f  a b o u t  a  so v e re ig n  a t  a  t im e  " iv en  to 
p o o r  f r e e h o ld e r s — w h a t  th e y  call  th e  40s. f r e e h o ld e r ,  t h a t  has  b een  I n  poor 
c i rc u m sta n c e s  ; I b e l iev e  a b o u t  t h r e e  in s tan ce s  h a v e  ta k e n  p lace .

3861. YVithin y o u r  ow n  k n o w le d g e  ?— N o t  ex ac t ly  w i th in m y  ow n k n o w le d -e
b u t  f ro m  h ea rsay .  0 9

3862. H a v e  y o u  reaso n  to  b e l iev e  th a t  y o u r  in fo rm a tio n  is c o r r e c t  O n e  
m an  to ld  m e  t h a t  lie w as  t a k e n  in to  a  l ie ld  a n d  h a d  six  so v e re ig n s  offered  h im  
i t  lie w ould  vo te  to r  t h e  T o r y  c a n d id a te ,  b u t  h e  re fu s e d  to t a k e  them .

3863. B u t  b r ib e r y  h a s  n o t  b e e n  c a r r i e d  to  su ch  a n  e x t e n t  in  th e  c o u n tv  
e lec t io n s  as m a te r ia l ly  to  in f lu en ce  th e  e lec t io n  in y o u r  op in ion  ?—  N o t  a t  all. 
( p p .  2 2 1 , 2 2 2 .)

M r .  J o h n  J a m e s ,  County o f  H ereford.

8»!). N o w  w ith  regard to bribery, have you  know n bribery carried on to anv  
ex ten t  in a county  e lection  f - J S o ,  not at all ; the constituency  is too laree  for 
an y  o p e ra t io n  o t  t h a t  k in d .  ”

840. H a v e  you ev er  had any ex p er ien ce  o f  the last day o f  a hard contested  
e lec t io n  io i a  co u n ty  ?— Y es, i t  w a s  a  v e ry  s e v e re  c o n te s t  in 1818 fo r  a  d a y  or 
two# (p# 49»)

Mr. J o s e p h  P a r k e s .

♦I ^  HA.VE th in g  10 a d d  t0  th e  in f<” -niation you h a v e  g iven  a s  to
th e  d if fe ren t  m o d es  o t c o r ru p t io n  a n d  b r ib e r y  ? - N o ,  1 am  n o t  a w a re  t h a t  I
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h av e  a  k n o w le d g e  o f  a n y  o th e r  m o d e  o f  c o r r u p t io n  t h a t  I  sh o u ld  c lass  u n d e r  
a s  b r ib e ry .

1641. H a v e  y o u  an y  th in g  to  say  as to  c o u n t ie s  ?— I n  c o u n t ie s  I  shou ld  say  
th a t  b r ib e r y  in a  d i r e c t  sen se  w as  r a r e ly  k n o w n  o r  p r a c t i s e d .

1G42. H a v e  y o n  e v e r  b een  c o g n iz a n t  o f  a n y  im p ro p e r  a c t  in co u n t ie s?—  
I  c a n n o t  say  th a t  1 h a v e  a n y  k n o w le d g e  o f  a n y  d i r e c t  a c t  o f  b r ib e r y  in c o u n ­
t ies ,  a n d  I a t t r i b u t e  t h a t  in  a g r e a t  d e g r e e  to  th e  la rg e  n u m b e r  o f  th e  c o n ­
s t i tu e n c y .

1643.* H a v e  you  b e e n  c o g n iz a n t  o f  a  h a r d  r u n  e lec t io n  fo r  a  c o u n ty  ?— Y es,  
1 h av e  k n o w n  th e  n u m b e rs  w ith in  2 0  o r  30 ,  a n d  th e  sec o n d  d a y  d e p e n d e n t  on th e  
s u p e r io r  e x e r t io n  o f  p a r t ie s ,  b u t  I h a v e  n e v e r  h e a r d  a n y  p ro p o s i t io n  o f  b r ib in g  
a n  in d iv id u a l  ; i t  is n e v e r  till la te  a t  n ig h t  o r  e a r ly  th e  n e x t  m o rn in g  no w  th a t  
w e  k n o w  w h o  h a v e  n o t  v o te d ,  (p p .  9 3 ,  94.)

M r .  J a m e s  F l o r a n c e .

568 . D o  you  k n o w  o f  an y  p a r t i c u la r  ac ts  o f  b r ib e r y  iu t h e  p u r c h a s in g  o f  
vo te s  w i th  m oney , p rev io u s ly  to  a  c o u n ty  e lec t io n  r— I  h a v e  k n o w n  in m y  e x ­
p e r ie n c e  t h a t  i t  d o es  o c c u r ,  b u t  on ly  in t h r e e  o r  f o u r  in s ta n c e s ,  w h e r e  i t  h a s  
b e e n  b ro u g h t  to  m y  k n o w le d g e ,  a n d  w h e re  th e  f a c t  h a v in g  b e e n  b ru i t e d  a b o u t ,  
th e  b r ib e r y  o a th  has  b een  a  su ff ic ien t  t e s t  to  p r e v e n t  th e m  f ro m  v o tin g .  C e r ­
ta in ly  w ith  r e s p e c t  to  c o u n ty  e le c t io n s ,  1 do  n o t  b e l iev e  t h a t  b r ib e r y  ca n  be  
sa id  to  ex is t .

509 . T o  w h a t  c a u s e  d o  y o u  a t t r i b u t e  th e  p r a c t i c e  o f  b r ib e r y  b e in g  less f r e ­
q u e n t  a t  c o u n ty  th a n  b o ro u g h  e lec t io n s  :!— T h e  re s p e c ta b i l i ty  o f  th e  c o u n ty  
e le c to rs  is fa r  s u p e r io r  to  t h a t  o f  b o ro u g h  e le c to r s ,  a n d  in d e p e n d e n t ly  o f  th a t ,  
t h e  c o n s t i tu e n c y  in g e n e ra l  is m u c h  l a rg e r ,  an d  m o re  d is p e rs e d .

570. l ) o  y o u  im a g in e  t h a t  i f  th e  b o ro u g h  c o n s t i tu e n c y  w e re  co m p o sed  o f  th e  
sa m e  class o f  p erso n s  a s  th e  c o u n ty  c o n s t i tu e n c y ,  t h a t  b r ib e r y  w o u ld  b e  m u c h  
less f r e q u e n t ? — Yes.

571. D o  y o u  n o t  t h in k  th e  f a c t  o f  t h e  c o u n ty  c o n s t i tu e n c y  b e in g  so 
s c a t t e r e d ,  p r e v e n t s  th e  p a r t i e s  w h o  w ish  to  b r ib e  f ro m  d o in g  so ?— V e r y  
m u ch  so.

572. D o  you  n o t  th in k  also t h e  f a c t  t h a t  m a n y  o f  th e m  b e in g  also s u b j e c t  
to  th e  c o n s ta n t  p a r a m o u n t  in f lu e n c e  o f  l a n d lo r d s ,  p r e v e n t s  p eo p le  from  offer­
ing  b r ib e s ,  in a sm u ch  as  th e y  co u ld  n o t  o ffe r  a n y  b r ib e  w h ic h  w o u ld  w e ig h  
a g a in s t  th a t  r— I n d e p e n d e n t l y  o f  th e  in f lu en c e  o f  th e  lan d lo rd s ,  w h ic h  I c o n ­
s id e r  to  b e  v e r y  g re a t ,  I  c o n s id e r  t h e  c lass  o f  in d iv id u a ls  p re c lu d e s  th e  possi­
b i l i ty  o f  t e m p t in g  th e m  w i th  b r i b e s ;  th e  in f lu en ce  o f  l a n d lo rd s  in a g r ic u l tu r a l  
c o u n t ie s  is v e ry  c o n s id e r a b le ,  a n d  th e  only  r e m e d y  I  c a n  su g g es t  w o u ld  be 
s e c r e t  su f f rag e ,  i f  p ra c t ic a b le ,  (p p .  3 5 ,  36.)

I N T I M I D A T I O N  A N D  U N D U E  I N F L U E N C E .
M r.  J a m e s  S k e r r a t t , Cheshire.

3856. W e r e  you  on th e  v e ry  eve o f  a  c o n te s t  on  th e  la s t  g e n e ra l  e lec tion  ?—  
Yes.

3858. D o  you  th in k  th a t  u n d u e  influences  still  p re v a i l  ?— I  th in k  to a  g re a t  
ex ten t.

3865. H a s  th e re  b een  m u ch  in t im id a t io n  in  o r d e r  to  in f lu en ce  the e lec t ions  
in your e x p e r ie n c e  I— I believe th e re  has.

3866. W h a t  is th e  w o rs t  a n d  m ost  in ju r io u s  form  in  w hich  th a t  in t im id a tio n  
has  been  p rac t ised  !— T h e  w ors t  is in  o u r  d iv is ion  o f  th e  coun ty ,  th e  in fluence 
possessed by th e  co u n ty  m ag is tra tes .

3867. D o  you th in k  th a t  th e  au th o r i ty  o f  th e  m a g is t ra te s  h a s  b een  used  w ith  
a  view u ndu ly  to in fluence the  e lec t ion  ?— I h av e  no  d o u b t  o f  it.

38(38. Can you g ive an y  in s tan ce s  w ith o u t  m e n t io n in g  n am es  ?— I th in k  I 
can  ; I can  s ta te  one in s tan ce  w h e re  a m a g is t ra te  ot th e  co u n ty  m e t  w ith  a v o te r  
th a t  h a d  vo ted  for the  R efo rm  side  before,  a n d  a sk e d  h im  to g ive  h im  h is  vote, 
an d  he  to ld  h im  th a t  he  cou ld  n o t ,  he  sh o u ld  wish to  vote for the  o th e r  p a r ty  ; 
th e n  he  said, “  1 will tak e  i t  in  sp i te  o f  you  ; w h a t  h av e  you  to  say to t h a t ? ”  o r  
words to th a t  effect.
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3869. D id  an y th in g  follow in  consequence ?— T h e  m an  i f  i t  had  gone to a 
polling , th ough  he had p rom ised  his vo te  to one cand ida te ,  would not have
g iven  it.

3870. Y o u  understood  this from him  ?— F have  w rit ten  down to C hesh ire  since 
I have been  in London ; I h ad  h ea rd  of the c ircum stance  before, and  I believed 
i t  to be perfec tly  t rue  ; and  I had answ er b r in g in g  i t  as  n ea r  hom e as I th in k  it  
could be,

3871. W h a t  was the reason  th a t  induced  the v o te r  to m ak e  th is  change in 
consequence of this th re a t ;  w h a t  pow er would th is  gen t lem an  have  h ad  of e n ­
forcing th is  th r e a t? — T h e  m an  is a ca rp en te r ,  and  h e  w orked  for the  agen t  of 
th is  gen tlem an , who is a jo in e r  and  bu ilder ; and  he  considered  i f  he did not 
vo te  as th is  g en tlem an  told h im , h e  should  be tu rn ed  o u t  of the em ploy o f  his 
m aster .

3872. W h a t  influence d id  the m ag is tra te  possess over h is  m a s te r? — H is
m as te r  was —------------------- to the  m ag is t ra te .

3873. T h e n  the  influence ex e r ted  had n o th in g  to do w ith  the  m agisterial 
power which the gen tlem an  u s e d ? — T h a t  single ac t  has n o th in g  a t  all to  do with 
th e  m agis teria l  influence, bu t th a t  ind iv idua l is in the com m ission o f  the peace.

3874-. Y ou have m en tioned  it  on th is  occasion because  you th in k  i t  im p ro p er  
th a t  p e rsons  in  the office o f  m ag is tra te  should  exerc ise  th a t  k in d  of in t im id a ­
tion , even w here  i t  is owing to th e ir  p ro p e r ty  an d  n o t  to th e i r  office ?— I th in k  
he  ough t n o t  ; i t  is im p ro p er .

3875. D o  the m ag is tra tes  in the in te re s t  o f  the R eform  cand ida tes  exercise 
any  influence of th a t  k in d  ?— 1 have  n ev e r  h ea rd  o f  an  instance.

3876. H a v e  you in  any  in s tance  k n o w n  a m ag is t ra te  use h is  in fluence as a 
m agis tra te ,  th a t  influence which he  derived  from the  au th o r i ty  vested in  h im  as 
a  m agis tra te ,  to influence persons  who cam e u n d e r  his influence in  th a t  ca­
pac ity  ?— Yes.

3877. In  w ha t  in s tan ce s?— 1 know an  ins tance  o f  an o v e rsee r  o f  th e  poor of 
a  to w n sh ip ;  he  w en t  to a m ag is t ra te  to  g e t  his assessm en t signed , to allow h im  
a  ra te  ; the m ag is t ra te  kn ew  th a t  the m an was go ing  to do w hatever he  could  for 
th e  R eform  cand ida te ,  an d  he  refused to s ign the  assessm ent,  an d  w ould  not 
s ta te  any  reason  why he  did refuse, b u t  did re fuse  to do it.

3878. H a v e  you any  reason  to suspect th a t  th a t  was on acco u n t  of the  over­
s e e r ’s po li tics  ?— E v e ry  reason  to suspec t  i t ,  for he  sen t  for the  overseer a few 
days af te r  an d  d id  sign it.

3879. H a d  th e  m an  changed  h is  politics  in the i n te r im ? — H e  h ad  not, b u t  it 
was noised  ab o u t  the co u n try  th a t  the m ag is tra te  h ad  re fused  to s ign an  assess­
m e n t  for the re l ie f  o f  the  po o r  because the  overseer was em ploying  h im se lf  to 
g e t  votes, a n d  canvassing  for the R efo rm  cand ida te ,  an d  we considered  th a t  th a t  
was th e  reason  w h y  h e  s igned  the assessm ent.

3880. Y ou suppose th a t  i t  was in  consequence o f  the  pub lic ity  th u s  g iven  to 
the  transac t ion  th a t  the  m ag is tra te  a lte red  h is  conduc t ?— Yes.

3881. H o w  m any  m ag is t ra te s  a re  th e re  in th a t  d iv is ion?— G enera l ly  three .
3882. T h is  app lica tion  was n o t  m ade  a t the  p e t ty  sessions, b u t  a t  his p r iva te  

house  ?— 1 am  no t aw are ; the  genera l  way is to go to two of the m ag is tra tes ,  if  
they  want an  assessm en t signed , and  th e re  shou ld  n o t  be a pe t ty  session a t  the 
time.

3883. H o w  often are the re  p e t ty  sess ions held  ?— O nce a fo r tn igh t ; I th in k  
they  a re  as often signed  by th e  m ag is t ra te s  a t  th e i r  own houses as a t  pe t ty  
sessions ; an d  I th in k  we have  n ev e r  a  case o f  any  difficulty which req u ire s  to 
be  b ro u g h t  before the  p e t ty  sessions.

3884. H a v e  you any  reason  to suppose  th a t  the  m ag is tra te  re fused to sign 
the  ra te  a t  the t im e, on acco u n t  of any th in g  suspicious in  the  ra te ,  which in ­
duced  h im  to re q u ire  the assis tance o f  h is  b ro th e r  m ag is t ra te s  ?— I am  certa in  
h e  h ad  no occasion w h a tev er  of th a t  sort, an d  th a t  was n o t  h is  motive.

3885. W a s  th e  ra te  signed  af te rw ards in his own house  o r  a t  p e t ty  sessions ? 
— A t  h is  c le rk ’s office.

388G. W i th o u t  th e  ass is tance o f  h is  b ro th e r  m ag is t ra te s?— Y e s ;  I h av e  the 
s ta tem en t  o f  th e  overseer.
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3887. W a s  the p ream b le  to th e  s ig n a tu re  w ri t ten  by his c le rk  ?— I th in k  the 

whole o f  the  assessm en ts  a re  tilled u p  by  th e  m a g is t ra te ’s c lerk .
3888 . H a d  th a t  been  w ri t ten  by th e  m a g is t ra te ’s c le rk  ?— W e h av e  no assess ­

m e n ts  b u t  w h a t  the  p re am b le  is tilled u p  by  th e  m a g is t ra te ’s c le rk ,  for they  will 
no t  allow th e  m ag is t ra te  to s ig n  any  a sse ssm en t  w ith o u t  it.

3889. H a d  i t  in the  first in s tan ce  b e e n  so d raw n  u p  by th e  m a g is t ra te ’s c le rk  ? 
— I  c a n n o t  sp ea k  with ce r ta in ty ,  b u t  I  believe it  had.

3890. D o  you believe th a t  w ri t ten  s ta te m e n t  o f  the  o v e rsee r ’s to  be co r rec t  ?—  
Yes.

3891. D o  you believe th a t  he is co r re c t  w hen he  savs th a t  th e  m a g is t ra te  r e ­
fused to  s ign th e  asse ssm e n t  for th e  re l ie f  o f  the  po o r  o f  th e  sa id  tow nsh ip  
 , w ithou t  a s s ig n in g  an y  re a so n  fo r h is  so d o in g  ?— I  do.

3892. B u t  h e  verily  be lieves  th a t  the  reason  for his so d o in g  was because  th e  
overseer  was n o t  a  T o ry ,  an d  why he  is ab le  to s ta te  such  his b e l ie f  is, th a t  a t  the  
t im e  th e  m ag is t ra te  re fu sed  to s ign  the assessm en t,  p a r ty  s p i r i t  was ru n n in g  very 
h igh  in th e  town a n d  ne ighbourhood  ; b u t  som e s h o r t  t im e  a f te rw ards ,  w hen  th in g s  
h a d  becom e m o re  reconciled , th e  m a g is t ra te  m e t  h im , a n d  sa id  th a t  i f  h e  w ould  
b r in g  h is  asse ssm e n t  up to th e  office o f  h is  c le rk ,  he  would s ig n  it ,  which he 
acco rd ing ly  d id  ; a n d  consequen tly ,  th e  v e ry  sam e  a sse ssm en t  w h ich  th a t  m ag is ­
t r a t e  had p rev ious ly  re fu se d  to s ign  as before s ta ted ,  was th e n  s igned  by h im  and  
a n o th e r  ; do  you  believe th a t  s ta te m e n t  to be co r re c t  ?— I do.

3893. W as  i t  d raw n  up  by th e  m an  him self, o r  u n d e r  h is  in s p e c t io n ? — It is 
d raw n  from  th e  m a n ’s own w ords by a  c le rk  o f  m ine .

3894. W a s  th e re  an y  o th e r  p ro o f  of the  d is l ike  of th e  m ag is t ra te s  show n to th is  
m an  ?— Yes.

8895. I n  h is  cap ac ity  as a  t r a d e s m a n  ?— Yes.
389(j. W h a t  is his t r a d e  ?— H is  t rad e  is a p r in t e r  a n d  s ta t io n er .
3897. W h a t  was th a t  p ro o f  o f  d i s l ik e ? — H e  h a d  p r in te d  th e  whole o f  the  p r e ­

cepts ,  w a rra n ts  an d  su m m o n ses  th a t  th e  m a g is t ra te s  used  for seve ra l  y ea rs  
p rev ious  to the  e lection  in  1 8 3 2 ;  he was ca lled  u p o n  soon  a f te r  th a t  t im e  to 
de l iver  in his acco u n t  for p r in t in g  by th e  m a g is t ra te ’s c le rk  ; b u t  a f te r  he had  
d e l iv ered  i t  in, th e  p r in t in g  was rem o v ed  from  h im  : no  reason  was ass igned  
w h a tev er ,  a n d  he has  n ev e r  p r in te d  for th em  since.

3898. H a d  an y  fau lt  been  found  w ith  h im  for h is  m o d e  o f  co n d u c tin g  the  
bus iness  ?— N o n e .

3899. D o  you know  w h e th e r  th a t  w as d o n e  by the  m a g is t r a te ’s o rd e r s ? — 1 
c a n n o t  s ta te  that.

3900. D o  the m ag is t ra te s  p ay  for those  a r t ic le s  ?— T h e  c le rk  pays  for them .
3901. H a v e  the  m ag is t ra te s  any  th in g  to  do w ith  th e  p a y m e n t  o f  th em , o r  the  

o rd e r in g  o f  th em  ?— T h e y  m ay  h av e  to do w ith  th e  o rd e r in g ,  bu t n o t  the 
p ay m en t .

3902. H a v e  they an y  th in g  to do  w ith  the  o rd e r in g  ?— I do n o t  know  ; b u t  they  
m a y  d irec t  the  c le rk ,  1 shou ld  suppose.

3903. D o  you believe th e  c le rk  w ould  h av e  done  i t  w i th o u t  th e  wish of th e
m ag is t ra te s  b e in g  ex p ressed  ?— I believe not.

3904. D id  you ev e r  know  an  in s tan ce  w here  a  m a g is t ra te  in te rfe red  in  re g a rd
to  th e  s u p p ly  o r  th e  pay  o f  those  a r t ic le s  ?— I d o  not.

3905. D o  you  know  a n  in s tan ce  w here  he  was c o g n iza n t  o f  i t ? — I t  is im ­
possib le  1 co u ld  be aw are  o f  it.

3906. W a s  th is  th e  a s s i s ta n t  o v e rsee r  o r  th e  p r in c ip a l  ov e rsee r  ?— H e  has 
ac ted  in  bo th  capacities .

3907. Is  h e  ap p o in ted  by the v es try  ?— A t the t im e  he was ac ting ,  th en  he  was 
a h ired  overseer  to th e  o v e rsee r  th a t  was ap p o in ted  ; he  had  no  sa lary  from  the  
p a r is h ;  we a p p o in t  o u r  officers, an d  if  th o se  officers do  n o t  choose  to ac t  th e m ­
selves, they  p ay  o th e rs  for ac ting .

3908. l i e  was p a id  by th e  o v e rsee r  ?— Yes.
3909. I n  w ha t  re sp ec t  w ould  the g iv in g  o r  w ith h o ld in g  o f  his s ig n a tu re  to th a t  

assessm en t enab le  th e  m ag is t ra te  to  ex e rc ise  an y  influence over  h im  in re g a rd  to 
th e  e lec tion  ?— I t  m ig h t  in t im id a te  h im  so th a t  he  m ig h t  dec line  ta k in g  an y  p a r t  
w h a tev e r  in elections, because  it  m ig h t  d e ta in  h im  in  d o in g  an y  business  with  the 
m ag is t ra te s .



3910. W h a t  in jury  would be done to the m an  ?— I t  would re ta rd  h im  from 
going  on with his business.

3911. W as  th e re  any  o ther  m ag is tra te  to whom he  m ig h t  app ly  ?— T h e re  were
th re e  acting, b u t  all ac ting  in  the  sam e w ay ; an d  one i s -------------- , an d  the
o ther  was ac ting  a long  with them , an d  they  d id  n o th in g  b u t  w ith  the  cognizance 
o f  each other.

3912. W as  th is  th e  n ea res t  m ag is tra te  ?— Yes.
3913. T h e  one to whom he h ab i tu a l ly  app lied  to s ign the  ra te  ?— Yes.
3914. D o  you suppose tha t ,  if, a f te r  the  refusal o f  th a t  m ag is t ra te ,  he  had  

ta k e n  th e  ra te  to ano ther ,  he  would n o t  have  re fu sed ?— I f  he  had  know n th a t  
th e  one h a d  refused, th e  o th e r  would h av e  re fused  to s ign it, 1 should  th ink .

3915. D o  you n o t  th in k  th a t  he  would have a sk ed  him , w hy do not you tak e  
it  to the  n ea res t  m ag is tra te  ?— Yes.

3 9 1G. D o  n o t  you th in k  th a t  the second m ag is tra te  would be quite  r ig h t  in 
re fus ing  ?— 1 t h in k  he  would w hen the first h ad  refused.

3917. D id  an y  of the m ag is tra tes  reside  in  the  to w n s h ip ---------------- ?— Yes.
3918. A re  th e i r  p ro p e r t ie s  assessed for the  p o o r? — Y es, they  are.
3919. T h e n  he  has as m uch  in te re s t  in the  ra te s  be ing  duly collected as any 

o th er  in h ab i tan ts  ?— A ccord ing  to the  am o u n t  o f  th e  p ro p e r ty  for which h e  was 
assessed he h a d  an  in terest .

3920. W h a t  is the  m an ’s in te re s t  in  h av in g  ra te s  collected, p a r t  o f  w hich  he 
has to p a y ? — T h e  ch ie f  in te re s t  he  can  have  is to have  th em  well collected up , 
so th a t  he" shall  have the  bu rd en  of the whole ra te  k e p t  a t  as low a scale as he  can.

3921. Does he  com prom ise th a t  by n o t  s ign ing  th e  assessm en t ?— T h e  poor 
m u s t  have  the ir  p ay  p a id  to th em  every  week, an d  b y  a  m ag is tra te  re fus ing  to 
s ign  a ra te ,  he places the  overseer  in  a very  aw kw ard  state.

3922. B u t  the  in ju ry  to the  overseer  is g re a te r  th a n  to th e  m ag is t ra te  h im ­
se lf  ?— I t  is because h e  is  bound  to p rov ide  m oney  for th e  poor.

3923. O verseers  a re  genera l ly  m en  th a t  have  business  of th e i r  own ; th is  m an 
was a p r in t e r ? — Yes.

3924. I t  could not, there fo re ,  be very  co n v en ien t  to h im  in  the  course of his 
t rad e  to go to the  m ag is tra te  to w ait up o n  h im  to have th e  r a te  s igned  ?— V ery  
inconven ien t.

3925. Is  i t  th e  gen e ra l  im pression  in  y o u r  p a r t  of the  coun try ,  th a t  m ag is tra tes
exercise  a  g re a t  influence over the  overseers  of th e  poor ?— M an y  peop le  th in k  
th e y  do. I have  a n o th e r  instance I  can  nam e  of the  p re s e n t  overseer of the 
poor,  who is ac t in g  in  h is  own capacity ,  n o t  as a h i r e d  servan t.  T h e re  has 
been w ith in  these two o r  th ree  m onths ,  1 have  n o t  th e  da te  w ith  m e, a  dec la ra­
tion  o f  confidence p assed  th ro u g h o u t  the  co u n try  which was ag reed  to a t  a 
m ee t in g  he ld  a t  th e  Uoyal H o te l  in C hes te r ,  exp ress ing  th e ir  confidence in  L o rd  
M elbourne  a n d  the  p re s e n t  ad m in is tra t ion ,  an d  th e  o v e r s e e r ---------- , who is a  R e ­
former, an d  has  been  fo r  som e time, re fused  to s ign  th a t  dec la ra tion ,  a n d  the 
reason  w hich  he  assigned was, th a t  if  he  d id  do it, he shou ld  n e v e r  be able to 
g e t  an y  business  done by the  m agis tra tes .

3926. I s  h e  an  in d e p e n d e n t  m a n  in  o th e r  re sp ec ts  in  c ircum stances  ?— H e  is 
so m u ch  so, th a t  I  h an d e d  h im  a  copy of the  dec la ra t ion  an d  he  took  it  in to  an 
ad jo in in g  p a r ish ,  an d  g o t  it  s igned  by m any  ind iv iduals  th e re ,  w hen  he  would 
n o t  in te rfe re  in  i t  in  his own town.

3927. H a d  he  ever  before h e  becam e a n  overseer ,  exh ib i ted  a  s im ilar  d read  
o f  th e  consequences of showing h is  political op inions ?— N e v e r ;  th e re  was n o t  a 
m an  m ore  bold in his politica l disposition th an  he  was. (p. 221— 225.)

M r.  J a m e s  F l o r a n c e .

647. A r e  you aw are  th a t  in  the  towns of E ssex , n o t  boroughs, th e re  a re  m any 
of the  leaseholders  who have  abs ta ined  from  reg is te r in g  them selves  as voters for 
the  coun ty ,  in  consequence o f  be ing  politica lly  opposed  to  th e  politics  of th e ir  
p r inc ipa l  cu s to m ers?— I am  n o t  aw are of that.

648. H a v e  you been  em ployed  as a n  ag en t  to p ro cu re  the  reg is tra t ion  o f  voters 
in  E s s e x ? — Y es, ev e r  s ince the  R eform  Act.
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649. H a v e  you observed  an y  unw il l ingness  on th e  p a r t  of coun ty  vo ters  to be 
re g is te red  ?— V ery  l i t t le  ; Í have had  a g re a t  deal to do  with reg is t ra t io n s  before 
th e  rev is in g  b a r r is te rs ,  before an  election .

650. W h a t  do you in fe r  from  y o u r  p rac t ica l  e x p e r ien ce  before th e  rev is ing  
b a r r is te rs ,  th a t  th e re  is an  ap a th y  with re sp ec t  to, o r  a des ire  to be p laced  on the 
reg is ter ,  o r  a n  unw ill ingness  to be p laced  up o n  i t ? — I t  d ep e n d s  very  m uch 
in d eed  upon  th e  p ro sp ec t  of an  e lection  ; im m ed ia te ly  a f te r  a co n tes t  g re a t  
ap a th y  ex is ts  as  to th e i r  n am es  be in g  p ro p e r ly  in se r ted  in  th e  reg is te r .

651. Y ou th in k  th e re  is a g re a t  deal o f  a p a th y  a f te r  an  elec tion , an d  w hen no 
o th e r  e lection  is im m ed ia te ly  ex p e c ted  ?— Yes.

652. B u t  w ha t  h av e  you  observed  w hen  an  e lection  is an t ic ip a ted  a t  an  ea r ly  
p e r io d  ?— T h e r e  is a s t ro n g  s t ru g g le  to  g e t  reg is te red ,  as  th e  su re  m ean s  to 
secu re  the  e lection itself.

653. A re  you able to s ta te  w h e th e r  th a t  s tru g g le  is  on the  p a r t  o f  th e  agen ts  
o f  th e  po li tica l  p a r t ie s ,  or th e  land lo rd ,  o r  the  ind iv idua l  v o te r  whose nam e  is 
to  be p laced  on the  re g is te r  ?— O n the  p a r t  o f  the ag e n t  o f  the  politica l can d id a te ,  
iden tif ied  with the  p a r t ic u la r  vo ter.

654 . D id  th e  c le rg y m en  in  E s s e x  in te r fe re  m u ch  a t  th e  e lec tions in which 
you  h av e  been  concerned  ?— T h e y  ce r ta in ly  took  a  very  dec ided  p a r t .

655. O n  which side  ?— I th in k  o f  the class o f  c le rg y m en  who in te r fe red  a t  the 
la s t  e lec tion , a la rge  m a jo r i ty  w ere  co n se rv a tiv e  in th e i r  politics.

656. D id  th e  d is sen t in g  m in is te r s  ta k e  an  ac tive  p a r t  ?— U ndoub ted ly .
657. O n  w hich  s id e ? — T h e  opposi te  side.
658. I n  w h a t  m ode d id  the  c le rg y m en  in te r f e re ? — B y c a n v a ss in g ;  I know  

n o th in g  beyond tha t .
659. W a s  th e re  an y  in t im id a t io n  u sed  by c le rg y m en  ?— I th in k  not.
660. A n y  u n d u e  influence, to  y o u r  k n o w led g e ?— N o t  bey o n d  th a t  influence 

w hich  th e  s ta t ion  as a  m in is te r  w ould  g iv e  th em  ; I  t h in k  th ey  w ould  no t 
condescend  to in t im ida te ,  o r  to say  an y  th in g  th a t  cou ld  in t im id a te .

661. D o  you know  an y  in s tan ce  o f  a  c le rg y m an  th re a te n in g  to w ith d raw  his 
custom  ?— I do n o t

662. D o  you k n o w  an y  in s tan ce  of h is  ac tu a l ly  w ith d raw in g  h is  custom  ?— No.
663. D o  you know  an y  in s tan ce  o f  th a t  c h a ra c te r  as to  d is sen t in g  m in is te r s  ? 

— N o t  to th a t  l e n g th ;  even  a m o n g  d is sen t in g  co n g reg a tio n s ,  by  h av in g  been  
engaged  on bo th  s ides  a t  d iffe ren t t im es ,  I  h av e  h e a rd  co m p la in ts  o f  the in te r f e ­
re n c e  a n d  in fluence o f  th e i r  m in is te r .

664. B y whom  were those  co m p la in ts  m ad e  ?— B y th e  m e m b e rs  o f  the  co n ­
g reg a t io n  who e n te r ta in e d  different po li tica l  o p in ions  from th e i r  pastor.

665. D id  th ey  s ta te  th e  n a tu re  o f  th e  influence a n d  in te rfe ren c e  o f  which they  
c o m p la in ed ?— N o t  m inu te ly ,  b u t  in g e n e ra l  te rm s  they  did.

6 6 6 . W h a t  was th e  n a tu r e  o f  th e  in fluence an d  in te rfe ren ce  ?— H a v in g  th e  
in fo rm ation  m ere ly  from  h ea rsay ,  an d  o f  a  g en e ra l  k in d ,  I can  only im ag in e  it  to 
be th e  p e rso n a l  v is i ta tion  an d  ca ll ing  on th e  p a r t ie s  by th e  m in is te r .

667. D o  you m ean  u s in g  th e i r  in fluence as a  sp ir i tu a l  g u id e  for secu la r  
p u rp o s e s  ?— Yes.

6 6 8 . I s  i t  in co n s is ten t  w ith  th e  func tions  o f  a m in is te r  o f  re lig ion  to canvass  
v o te rs  for po li tica l  objects  ?— Y e s ;  a t  lea s t  in m y  own opinion.

669. A n d  was th a t  the  view th ey  took  o f  i t  ?— Yes.
670. A n d  av a il in g  h im se lf  of the  facility  o f  th e  in te r fe ren c e  he  h ad  in his 

sp ir i tua l  ch a rac te r ,  in  o rd e r  to ca r ry  on his po litica l p u rp o s e s ? — Yes, in  o rd e r  
to gain  votes for th e  p a r ty  he  th o u g h t  r igh t .

671. D id  th is  ap p ly  to an y  one  c lass o f  d issen te rs ,  or all in g e n e ra l  ?— T h e r e  
a re  not m an y  d is t inc t  classes of d is sen te rs  in E ssex  ; th ey  a re  chiefly th e  sam e 
denom ination .

672. W h a t  is t h a t ? — In d e p e n d e n ts .
673. A n d  i t  is of them  you sp ea k  ?— Y es. I f  I m ig h t  s p e a k  o f  C o lch es te r  at 

th e  la s t  election, w here  Í was e n g a g ed  by th e  C onserva tives ,  th e re  was an  
a t t e m p t  m ad e  a t  C o lchester  to p lace  on th e  re g is te r  an  a lm sm an  o f  an  a lm shouse. 
T h e  t ru s tee s  of th a t  a lm shouse  w ere  d is sen te rs ,  an d  I know  th e  object was to 
es tab lish  a p rinc ip le ,  th a t  one  o f  th e  a lm sm en  shou ld  be g o t  on  the  reg is te r ,  an d  
if  he  h a d  b een  allowed to be e n te re d  on th e  reg is te r ,  th e n  a considerab le  n u m b e r

G •
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o f  these  alm sm en would have been  allowed to be  reg is tered , and  who were 
completely  u n d e r  the  influence of the d issen ting  trustees ,  the m ajority  of whom 
h ad  the pa tronage  in them.

674. W e re  those  alm sm en them selves d issen ters  ?— I unders tood  they w ere ;  
an d  because they were d issen ters  th ey  were chosen  alm sm en. I am now 
sp ea k in g  of th e  influence which d issen ters  used  with re s p e c t  to those almsmen.

675. Could  they influence all d issen ters  to vote aga ins t  th e ir  know n political 
opinions ?— I th in k  the d issen ters  in  E ssex , a lm ost to  a m an, adop t  one line of 
p o l i t ic s ;  they are  all of the Yellow p a r ty  ; they  are R efo rm ers  as opposed to 
T ories  and  A n ti-R efo rm ers .  W ith  re sp ec t  to the  influence, I th in k  this was in 
i tse lf  an  abuse, though p e rh a p s  fair w hen opposed to influence on the  o ther side, 
an d  i f  this one a lm sm an  h ad  been  p e rm it ted  to be reg is tered , all the re s t  would 
have been  in se r ted  in the reg is ter ,  an d  the whole of th em  unquestionab ly  would 
have been  Yellows.

676. D o  you th in k  they  would have been  o f  the Yellow p ar ty ,  i r respective  of 
the  influence of the  d issen ting  m in is te r  ?— T h e y  h ad  no  connex ion  with the 
m in is te r ,  b u t  the t ru s tees  h ap p e n ed  to be d issenters.

677. D o  you th in k  th a t  the  body of d issen ters  generally  who have votes in  the 
coun ty  of E ssex ,  a re  influenced by th e i r  m in is te rs  to vote differently from w hat 
th e y  would i f  th a t  influence h ad  n o t  been  exercised  ?— I do n o t  th in k  they  are 
u n d u ly  influenced by th e ir  m in is te rs ,  who in  gene ra l  a re  of the  sam e k in d  of 
poli tics  as  the body o f  the congregation  ; I  sp ea k  only as to the  fact th a t  u n d u e  
influence m ig h t  exist,  w ith  re ference  to a  m in is te r  who did no t en te r ta in  such 
politica l opinions as the large  m ajority  o f  the congregation  did.

678. H a v e  you ever  kn o w n  a c le rgym an  o f  the  E s tab lish ed  C h u rch  a t te m p t  to 
exercise  precisely  the  sam e influence as the  t ru s tees  of the  a lm shouses  or 
chari ty  ?— I have n o t  m yself  kn o w n  th a t .  (pp . 40— 42.)

M r.  J a m e s  T e r r e l l .

2694. Y o u  reside  in  E x e te r  ?— I  do.
2695. H a v e  you been  co n v ersan t  w ith the  D evonsh ire  an d  E x e te r  e lections? 

— I  have been  engaged in  th e  whole of the  elections for the  co u n ty  o f  D evon  
since 1816, an d  in  1830 an d  since have h a d  the  p r inc ipa l  m anagem en t.

2696. H a v e  you since the la s t  e lection com piled  any p ap e rs  i l lus tra tive  of the 
course which the  votes took u n d e r  different influences ?— I  have  p re p a re d  an 
analysis  of th em  ; th e re  a re  seven  d is tr ic ts  in  the  south  of D evon  ; I  have 
ex trac ted  the  votes from th e  po ll-books  a n d  the  check-books, a n d  com pared  
th em  with the  reg is try ,  an d  have  div ided  them  in to  freeholders  an d  leaseholders, 
an d  have th en  div ided  them  as to those  who vo ted  for L ord  J o h n  R u sse l l  an d  
those  w ho vo ted  for M r.  P a rk e r .

D i s t r i c t s .
F  REEHOLDERS. L e a s h o l d e r s .

Russell. P a rk e r . Russell . P a rk e r .

2 1 7 411 189 5 1 0
112 9 0 98 71
251 2 9 9 168 2 7 9
5 1 7 5 2 8 3 1 2 4 0 4
133 31 1 8 0 66
3 4 0 2 4 6 1 0 2 2 0 8
3 2 4 2 9 2 185 3 0 2

1 8 9 4 1897 1 2 3 4 1 8 4 0
1 2 3 4

M r. P a r k e r ’s M ajo ri ty  o f  L easeho lders 606
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26V8. W h a t  do you m ean  by the  w ord  “ le a se h o ld e rs? ” — 1 m ean  those  who 
hold leases  for 99 years, o r  50/. re n te rs .  I n  D e v o n sh ire  i t  is  the  case w ith  a 
g re a t  m an y  o f  the land lo rds  th a t  th e i r  ten an c ies  go  on w ith o u t  any  fresh  lease 
be in g  g iven ; th e re  is a p er fec t  u n d e r s ta n d in g  on  w hich  they p roceed .

2699. H a v e  you in  p re p a r in g  th is  also m ad e  an y  n o te  o f  th e  d iffe ren t p ro ­
p e r t ie s ? — I have, in pencil.

2700. H a v e  you the  m ean s  o f  showing, from y o u r  know ledge  o f  the  county , 
an y  o f  those  d is tr ic ts  in  w hich  a considerab le  n u m b e r  o f  p erso n s  v o ted  on r ig h ts  
o th e r  th an  freehold , in  whose h an d s  th e  freeho ld  is ?— I can  do i t  in  a lm ost 
ev e ry  case.

2701. C an  you specify an y  p a r t ic u la r  p a r ish e s  o r  d iv is ions in the  la s t  e lec tion , 
w h e re  the  vote of th e  te n a n t  following th a t  o f  th e  lan d lo rd  was p a r t ic u la r ly  
r e m a rk a b le ? — Yes, in  a  g re a t  n u m b e r  o f  cases.

2702. H a v e  the  goodness  to p o in t  th em  o u t  ?— O n e  case I  w ould  m ore  p a r ­
t icu la r ly  call the a t ten t io n  o f  th e  C om m ittee  to ,  a r ises  in  th e  N ew to n  d is t r ic t  ; 
h e re  a re  th re e  p a r ish e s  im m ed ia te ly  ad jo in in g  each o ther ,  the  p a r ish e s  o fR a t t e r y ,  
S ta v e r tc n  a n d  B ro ad h em p s to n e .  I n  th e  p a r ish  o f  R a t t e ry  th e re  w ere  21 vo tes  
po lled  a t  th is  e lec tion  ; on ly  one was a  freeholder,  the  o th e r  20  were leaseholders ,  
o r  50/. ren te rs .

2703. D o  you m ean  te n a n ts  a t  will ? — I t  is a  ten an c y  from  y ea r  to year.
2704. T h e  m en  m ay be p u t  o u t  a t  the  m ercy  of th e ir  l a n d lo rd s ? — Yes, or they  

m ay  have leases for seven  years  ; I  c a n n o t  say how th a t  is.
2705. A re  a n y  o f  th e  p e rso n s  those  w ho hold leases  for lives ?— I believe n o t  

in  R a t te ry  ; th ey  a re  o rd in a ry  r e n t in g  ten an ts ,  I  conceive.
2706. V o t in g  u n d e r  th e  50/. c la u s e ? — I a p p re h e n d  so; in  the e lec tion  o f  1832 

those  vo ters  all vo ted  for M r .  B u ltee l ,  th e  R efo rm  cand ida te .
2707. A re  th e y  all u n d e r  th e  sam e la n d lo rd ? — Y es, th e  whole.
2708. H o w  d id  the  lan d lo rd  vo te  a t  th a t  e l e c t io n ? — H e  vo ted  w ith  M r.  

B u ltee l  in  the  la s t  election , they  all,  w ith  th e  ex cep t io n  o f  one, vo ted  for M r.  
P a rk e r ,  the  C o n serv a tiv e  cand ida te .

2709. H o w  did  the  lan d lo rd  v o te ? — T h e  lan d lo rd  vo ted  for M r.  P a rk e r .
2710. W a s  th e re  an y  p e c u lia r i ty  ab o u t  th a t  e x c ep t io n  o f  one  ?— N o ,  I am  n o t  

aw are  of an y  pecu lia ri ty .
2711. T o  whom does t h a t  p a r is h  b e lo n g ?— T o  S ir  W a l te r  Carew. T h e  n e x t  

p a r is h  to which I w ould  call th e  a t te n t io n  o f  th e  C o m m ittee  is th e  p a r ish  o f  S ta -  
v e r to n ,  which is ad jo in ing  the  p a r ish  of R a t t e r y ;  41 vo tes  w ere  polled , th re e  
freeho lders  an d  24 leaseho lders  for L o rd  J o h n  R u sse l l ,  a n d  five f reeho lders  a n d  
n in e  leaseho lders  fo r  M r.  P a r k e r  ; th e  lan d  in  t h a t  p a r ish  belongs to the  D e a n  
an d  C h a p te r  of E x e te r ,  who have the  g re a t  t i th e s ;  th e i r  leases  a re  g ra n te d  for
21 years ,  w hich  leases  a re  re n e w e d  eve ry  seven  y e a r s ;  p e r s o n s  h o ld in g  su ch  
leases  cons ider  th e i r  t e n u re  very  good, because  d ean s  an d  c h a p te rs  n ev e r  re fuse 
to renew  a t  th e  en d  o f  the  seven  y e a rs ;  th e n  they  g r a n t  a fresh  lease  for 2 1 .

2712. D o  they  co n s id e r  th em se lv es  d ep e n d e n t  u p o n  th e  dean  a n d  c h a p te r  ?—  
V e ry  litt le ,  w ith  the  ex cep tio n  o f  th e  influence w hich  th e  t i th es  w ould  have  u p o n  
th e  p a r ish ,  for th ey  always find th e  d ean s  a n d  c h a p te rs  very  re ad y  to renew .

2713. A re  those  ten an ts  th e  sam e class of p e rso n s  as the  te n a n ts  in  the  o th e r  
p a r ish  ?— I w ould  observe th a t  in  th e  th re e  p a r ish es  I have  ad v e r te d  to, th e y  a re  
th e  sam e class o f  yeom en. I n  S ta v e r to n ,  th e  n u m b e r  th a t  vo ted  for M r.  P a r k e r  
w ere  five f reeho lders  a n d  n in e  leaseho lders ,  an d  for L o rd  J o h n  R ussell ,  th ree  
freeholders  a n d  24 leaseho lders  ; th e  n in e  a n d  five in c lu d e  the  c h a p te r  c le rk  ot 
E x e te r  an d  th e i r  su rveyor.

2714. Y o u  s ta te d  th a t  two in d iv id u a ls  o f  those  who vo ted  for M r.  P a r k e r  held  
offices, from which you w ould  d raw  th e  in fe ren ce  th a t  those w ere  in fluenced  by 
th e i r  offices ; do you  know  i f  an y  in d iv id u a ls  w ho vo ted  for L o rd  J o h n  R ussell 
w ere  th u s  in fluenced  ?— I believe n o t ;  I w ould  s ta te  th a t  they  a re  as in te l l ig e n t  
a n d  respectab le  a  se t  of yeom en  as a n y  in  th e  c o u n ty  ot D evon . I n  the  p ar ish  
o f  B ro ad h em p sto n e  th e  vo te rs  a re  n ea r ly  all f reeh o ld e rs  ; th e re  a re  29 freeho lders  
in  th a t  p a r ish  who vo ted  for L o rd  J o h n  R usse l l ,  a n d  four leaseh o ld e rs ;  five f ree ­
h o ld e rs  voted for M r .  P a rk e r ,  a n d  one  leaseh o ld er  ; o f  those s ix  who voted for 
M r.  P a rk e r ,  th re e  reside o u t  of th e  p a r is h  a t  a  d is tance ,  an d  o f  the  o th e r  th ree , 
one  was the  c lergym an.
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2715. How m any  o f  L o rd  J o h n ’s freeholders  reside ou t of the p ar ish  ?— Only 
three.

2716. A re  the  b u lk  o f  those 29 freeholders  of the  sam e class of vo ters  as the 
p ersons  in  S taverton  and  R a t te ry  ?— I sh o u ld  say, tak in g  the  th ree  parishes  
together ,  they  would form one class of people  ; they are in  the h ab i t  oi associating 
to g e th e r ;  they are a very in te l l igen t  se t  of m en.

2717. W ho is the ow ner o f  the p a r ish  of B roadhem pstone  principa lly  ?— T h ere  
is no g rea t  ow ner o f  th a t  p a r ish ,  they are all freeholders.

2718. D o  you consider th a t  the b u lk  of the freeholders  in  S taverton  and  Broad- 
h em p sto n e  a re  in d ep en d e n t  of an y  in fluence?— I n  B ro ad h em p sto n e  m ost 
dec id ed ly ;  in S taverton  a  very  s l ig h t  in fluence; the influence of the landlord , 
be in g  th a t  o f  the dean  an d  ch ap te r ,  for the reason  1 have  before sta ted , I th in k  
is n o t  a very powerful one in re spec t  o f  the leases; the influence of the t i thes  
be in g  in the ir  hands  pe rh ap s  m ig h t  have som e weight.

2719. A re  the  t i th es  le t  on  l e a s e ? — T h ey  are leased by  the  dean  and  ch a p te r  
f o r 21 years  to a m idd le -m an , who holds t h e m ;  I r a th e r  believe i t  is th e ir  own 
surveyor.

2720. W e re  you acquain ted  before the  election with the  political sen tim en ts  oi 
the vo ters  in those th ree  p a r i s h e s ?— 1 have  been  in  th e  hab it  oi associa ting  with 
the  yeom anry  of th a t  ne ighbourhood  a good deal w ith in  the  la s t  few years.

2721. A re  you of opinion th a t  the sam e opin ions in politics  ex is ted  am ongst 
those  persons  as am ong  th e  o thers  of which you have a lread y  sp o k en  !— I am.

2722. D oes th a t  c ircum stance  of your know ledge of th e i r  political op inions 
give r ise  to the supposition  in  yo u r  m in d  th a t  the change which took  place  in the 
R a t te ry  vo ters  took place  in  consequence of the  change of opin ion  of th e  l a n d ­
lo rd  ?— I t  does.

2723. H a d  you any  conversation  witli any  o f  th em  on th e  sub jec t?— I do not 
know  p a r t ic u la r ly ;  I  have had  a good deal of conversa tion  w ith  th e  yeom en in  
th a t  ne ighbourhood  by frequen tly  m ee tin g  them .

2724. I s  th e re  any o th e r  p a r ish  or d is t r ic t  to which you wish to re fer  as  il lus­
t ra t iv e  of the gen e ra l  p r in c ip le  you have  s t a t e d ? — In  th e  d is t r ic t  im m edia te ly  
ro u n d  E x e te r ,  those  vo ters  who poll a t  E x e te r ,  th e re  were 189 only o f  the  lease­
ho lders  and  501. r e n te r s  who voted for L ord  J o h n  R ussell ,  while 510 voted for 
M r.  P a r k e r ;  i t  will be seen from  the l is t  of the E x e te r  d istr ic t ,  t h a t  in  m any  
p a r ish e s  L o rd  J o h n  R u sse l l  h ad  n o t  a s ing le  vo ter  of the leaseholders.  I m ig h t
in s tance  some of th e  m ore  p ro m in e n t  cases of C olaton  R ale igh ,  ---------------
•--------------  th e re  were 22 leaseholders  vo ted  for M r.  P a rk e r ,  n o t  one  for L ord
J o h n ;  in  the p a r ish  o f  D u nsfo rd ,  24 leaseholders for M r.  P a r k e r  an d  one for 
L o rd  Jo h n .

2725. T o  whom  does th a t  p a r ish  b e lo n g ?— T o -------------- principa lly .
2726. A re  you sufficiently acqua in ted  w ith  those  par ishes  to say, by references  

to y o u r  poll book, how the sam e class of persons  voted when they  voted  in  re spec t  
o f  th e ir  freehold  qualifications ?— T h e re  a re  b u t  n ine  freeho lders  in  the p a r ish  of 
D u n sfo rd ,  they also vo ted  for M r.  P a rk e r .

2727. A re  they  the sam e desc rip tion  of perso n s  ?— Y e s ,  th ey  a re  small f ree­
holders,  who also p robab ly  r e n t  lands.

2728. H a v e  you any freeholders  in  Colaton R a le ig h ? — T h e r e  are  seven.
2729. H ow  did they  vote ?— F o r  M r.  P a rk e r .
2730. A re  you sufficiently acqua in ted  w ith  those places  to say w h e th e r  the 

freeholders  of those par ishes  a re  the  sam e class, or o f  a class above o r  below the 
re n te r s  who v o ted ?— 1 should  say ab o u t  the  sam e ;  in the par ish  of E x m in s te r  
th e re  were 24 leaseholders for M r.  P a r k e r  and  one for Lord  J o h n  R u s s e l l ;  free­
holders,  13 for M r. P a r k e r  an d  one for L ord  Jo h n .

2731. O ne  leaseholder an d  one freeho lder?— Y e s ;  in  th e  par ish  o f  K e n n ,  13 
leaseholders  an d  21 freeholders vo ted  for M r. P a rk e r ,  an d  only one  freeholder for 
L ord  Jo h n ,  and  I believe he lives ou t of the  parish .

2732. I n  the  course  o f  your com m unication  w ith  the vo te rs  in the  coun ty , are  
you aw are  of any instances  of perso n s  who have  voted  co n tra ry  to th e i r  in c l in a­
t ions in  consequence of any  su p e r io r  influence exe rc ised  over them  ?— I know 
m any  cases ; som e of the ten an ts  have told me of it, an d  told me th e  c i rcu m ­
stances, b u t  they  have  told it m e in  confidence, because  they say if  i t  was know n



th a t  they  had  repea ted  i t ,  they  shou ld  lose th e i r  in te re s t  w ith  th e i r  land lo rds , 
and  th a t  would be a lm ost as  bad for th em  as if  they had  vo ted  ag a in s t  th e i r  
l a n d lo rd ’s w ish ;  1 can  m en tio n  one, b u t  I am  n o t  allowed to give nam es ,  which 
is a  very p ro m in e n t  case. A  yeom an, w ho e v e r  s ince  1816 has  been  a m ost  
ac tive  m an  on o u r  side, an d  has canvassed  on o u r  s ide  o f  the  q u es t io n  a n d  ta k e n  
a very active in te re s t ,  a t ten d e d  th e  n o m in a tio n  ; on  h is  r e tu r n  he  received  a 
le t te r  from  h is  land lo rd ,  r e q u e s t in g  th a t  he  would n o t  oppose  M r.  P a r k e r  ; I 
have  seen  h im  since, an d  he  to ld  m e h e  th o u g h t  h e  m ig h t  th e n  have been  
allowed to be quie t ,  b u t  on  the  S u n d ay  h is  lan d lo rd  called  on  h im , an d  com pelled  
h im , though , as  he to ld  m e, w ith tea rs  in  h is  eyes , to go to the  poll a n d  vote for 
M r.  P a rk e r .

2733. W h a t  do  you  m ean  by com pelled  h im  ?— B y th e  in fluence w hich  was 
used.

2734. W h a t  do you m ean  by in fluence ?— I do n o t  m ean  by th rea ts ,  b u t  h e  had  
no  lease, a n d  h is  cap ita l  b e in g  e m b a rk e d  in h is  fa rm , a n d  he  h a v in g  a  family, he 
was afra id  th a t  i f  he offended h is  lan d lo rd  he  shou ld  n o t  g e t  h is  lease  p ro m ised  
h im  : th a t  it  would be ru in o u s  to him.

2735. H e  d id  n o t  say th a t  his lan d lo rd  th re a te n e d  th a t  i t  w ould  be th e  w orse  
for h im  i f  he d id  n o t  vo te  for M r .  P a r k e r ? — H e  d id  n o t  s ta te  to m e th e  words 
used, b u t  th a t  the  influence was so used  as to afford th a t  p re su m p tio n .

2736. Y ou th in k  the  tea rs  in  h is  eyes afl’o rd ed  a n  in d ica t io n  of th e  s ta te  o f  his 
m in d  ?— Yes.

2737. H e  h ad  the p ro sp e c t  o f  o b ta in in g  a g r e a t  benefit  from  th e  lan d lo rd  ?—  
1 have  no id ea  th a t  the  lan d lo rd  would h av e  tu rn e d  h im  out,  b u t  h e  felt h im se lf  
u n d e r  th a t  ob liga tion  to the  lan d lo rd ,  a n d  the  fea r  o f  offending h im , th a t  in d u ced  
h im  to vote ag a in s t  h is  conscience.

2738. D o  you  th in k  th e  in fluence on h is  m in d  was fear o f  loss or wish for
a d v a n ta g e ? — N o t  h o p e  o f  a d v a n ta g e ;  for as  to th e  lease, I  u n d e r s ta n d  the  la n d ­
lo rd  is too re spec tab le  a  m a n  to  have  inflic ted  an y  in ju ry  up o n  h im  even  i f  he  
h ad  vo ted  for L ord  J o h n  R ussell ,  b u t  still  he  fe lt  the  im p o r tan ce  o f  k e e p in g  the  
good will o f  th e  land lo rd .  *  - v  .

2739. Y o u  say you h ad  b een  p rev io u s ly  well a c q u a in ted  w ith  th is  m an , an d
kn o w  his po litica l sen t im en ts  ?— F o r  the  la s t  19 years .

2740. H a v in g  kno w n  h im  well, do you a t t r ib u te  th e  ch a n g e  in  h is  v o te  to an y  
ch a n g e  in  h is  po li tica l  s e n t im e n t s ? — C e r ta in ly  n o t ;  he  h a s  b ee n  w ith  m e  s in ce  
th e  e lec tion  to ex p la in  i t  ; he  sa id  h e  was an x io u s  th a t  h is  po li tica l  re p u ta t io n  
sho u ld  s ta n d  well.

27 41. H a v e  you an y  influence o ver  h im  in  a n y  way in  th e  way o f  bus iness  ?—  
N o t  th e  least.

2742. O r  an y  o f  y o u r  c l ie n ts ? — N o t th e  le a s t ;  he  is a m an  very  re sp ec tab le  in
h is  s ta t io n ,  a m a n  o f  s t ro n g  m in d  an d  good  p ro p e r ty .

2743. C an  you m en t io n  an y  o th e r ? — Y es, in  th e  n e x t  case I m ig h t,  w ith o u t  
any  b reach  of confidence, m en t io n  the  nam es ,  for th e  v o te r  cam e to o u r  com - 
m it tee -ro o m  an d  s ta ted  th e  c i rc u m sta n ce  in  public .  T h e r e  w ere  two M em b ers  o f
P a r l ia m e n t ,  I th in k ,  M r .  D iv e t t  an d  M r.  C h ar le s  B ulle r ,  p re sen t .  M r.  -------
---------------------- who re n ts  a  very  la rge  fa rm  u n d e r ----------------------- ; h e  a n d  his
b ro th e r  h av e  always b een  very  ac tive  p a r t i s a n s  on o u r  side  in politics , a n d  u p  to 
the  S a tu rd ay  p rev ious  to th e  elec tion , w hich  was on  th e  M o n d ay ,  lie was very  
ac tive ly  can v ass in g  for L o rd  J o h n  R usse l l ,  a n d  was a t  o u r  c o m m itte e - ro o m  I 
believe on  the  F r id a y ,  th e  m a r k e t  day. O n  th e  S u n d ay ,  the  day  before the  e lec ­
t i o n  ----------- --  w e n t  to h im  an d  re q u e s te d  h im  to  vo te  for M r.  P a r k e r  ; he  to ld
us he  h ad  refused  to do  so, b u t  th a t  in t im id a t io n  was u sed  to the  e x te n t  up o n  
h im  th a t  he  was p re v e n te d  from  v o tin g  a t  all, a n d  h e  d id  n o t  vote.

2744. D id  h e  s ta te  the  n a tu re  o f  th e  in t im id a t io n ? — H e  sa id  t h a t ------------------
h a d  influenced h im  ; I do  n o t  k n o w  th a t  h e  h a d  th re a te n e d  -  - bu t
th a t  he  h ad  u sed  th a t  so r t  o f  in fluence u p o n  h im  w hich  i t  was im possib le  for h im  
to resist .

2745. T h e re  is a difference be tw een  in fluence an d  in t im id a t io n  ?— I t  ce r ta in ly
w en t beyond due  influence in  th e  case of a  m an  ot M r.  s s ta t ion  as a
y eo m an ,  an d  his w ell-know n  feeling  as  a  po li tic ian .

2746. D id  he s ta te  w h a t ------------------------- ■ —  h ad  s ta ted  to  h im  ?— I  ca n n o t



sta te  the words M r . -------used, b u t  he  gave us to u n d e rs ta n d  th a t  influence and
in t im ida tion  h a d  been used, which p rev en ted  his voting.

2747. H e  re p o r ted  th a t  th a t  which had  been  said to h im  had  a larm ed  him as 
to the consequences which m igh t  ensue  to h im se lf  i f  he  gave a vote aga ins t  M r.  
P a r k e r  ?— Certain ly .

2748. Can you s ta te  d is tinc tly  th a t  h e  was a la rm ed  as to w hat would occur to 
h im  i f  he vo ted against M r.  P a r k e r ? — I can n o t  s ta te  the words, b u t  I  th in k  th a t  
the  influence which was used tow ards h im  p rev en ted  h im  com ing to the poll ; he  
very  s trong ly  resisted  the applica tion  to vote for M r. P a rk e r ,

2749. I s  he  still in the  occupation of his land  ?— Yes.
2750. I n  o th e r  cases, o f  which you say m an y  have come before you in this 

way, w here  persons  have s ta ted  th a t  in t im ida tion  has been  used, has  th e  co n v e r­
sa tion  which you have h a d  with those  p ersons  upon  whom i t  has  been so used, led 
you to believe th a t  th rea ts  have been  ac tually  used, or th a t  a  so r t  of h in t  o r  in ­
t im a tio n  has  been  g iven which was quite  enough to im press  upon  the  m ind  of 
the  pe rso n  influenced w hat th e  consequences would b e ? — In  some cases the re  
have  been  d irec t  th rea ts ,  b u t  m ore genera l ly  influence o f  a  s t ro n g  n a tu re ,  p e r ­
h ap s  n o t  jus tify ing  the  te rm  in tim idation .

2751. D o  you th in k  any  law which p ro h ib i ted  persons  from  m ak in g  a d irec t 
th re a t ,  or p u n ish ed  any  person  m ak in g  a  d irec t  th rea t ,  would have  any  influence 
in  p re v en t in g  th a t  so r t  o f  in d irec t  in t im ation  o r  h in t ? — No, I do n o t  th in k  the 
influence used is such as would enab le  a p ro secu to r  to m ak e  ou t a ca se ;  the  
land lo rds  would inv ite  all th e ir  ten a n t ry  to b reak fast  on the day  o f  election, and  
th e  th in g  would be understood.

2752. I s  the  h in t  ever  conveyed in  an in t im ation  th a t  th e  r e n t  day will occur 
soon after, or th a t  th e re  a re  ce r ta in  covenan ts  which have  n o t  been p e r fo rm ed  ? 
— No, I r a th e r  th in k  n o t  ; b u t  the  gen e ra l  u n d e rs ta n d in g  is sufficiently operative  
up o n  th e i r  m inds.

2753. D o  you th in k  th a t  w hen  th e  ag en t  o r  s tew ard  of th e  lan d o w n er calls 
u p o n  a  te n a n t  an d  asks h im  for h is  vo te ,  an d  p resses  h im  m ore  o r  less for it ,  it  
is u n d ers to o d  by  the  te n a n t  th a t  bad  consequences will ensue  i f  he  does n o t  give 
h is  vote in  a  p a r t ic u la r  way ?— I ra th e r  th in k  in those par ishes  w here  the i n ­
fluence of the  land lo rd  is very  s trong , th o u g h  the te rm s  m ay n o t  be very  d is t inc t,  
th e  vo ters  genera l ly  u n d ers tan d  th a t  th ey  m u s t  go with the land lo rd  ; I will i n ­
s tance  the  p a r ish  o f  Broadclis t ,  be long ing  to S ir  T h o m as  A c lan d ;  one freeho lder 
on ly  an d  five leaseholders  vo ted  for L o rd  J o h n ,  an d  19 freeho lders  (m ost of 
whom, I believe, a re  leaseholders  also) an d  33 leaseholders  voted  for M r.  
P a rk e r ,  m ak in g  52 ag a in s t  s ix ;  n o w i n  1832 nearly  all those  m en  voted for 
M r .  Bulteel, the  R efo rm  cand ida te  ; in  1835 th ey  vo ted  for M r.  P a rk e r ,  the  con­
serva tive  candidate.

2754. H a d  they  ch an g ed  th e i r  land lo rd  in  th e  m ean  tim e ?— N o, S ir  T hom as  
A c lan d  in  one  in s tance  su p p o r ted  M r.  Bulteel ,  a n d  in  1835, he  su p p o r ted  M r. 
P a rk e r .

2755. D id  S ir  T h o m as  A cland  vote h im se l f  in 1832?— I  th in k  he d id ;  those 
vo tes  w ere  n o t  canvassed  I ap p re h e n d  s trongly , b u t  they unders to o d  th a t  S ir 
T h o m as  A c land  su p p o r ted  a p a r t ic u la r  cand ida te ,  an d  th ey  w en t  with h im  ; S ir 
T h o m as  A cland  has  a  g re a t  m oral influence over h is  ten an try ,  be ing  a ve ry  e x ­
ce llen t  man.

2756. In d e p e n d e n t  of th a t  m oral influence which S ir  T h o m as  A cland  has  ever 
b een  kn o w n  to  possess over all perso n s  connected  w ith  him , supposing  th a t  pa r ish  
to be in the h an d s  oi a land lo rd  who d id  n o t  even  re s ide  in the  coun try ,  a n d  of 
whose m er i ts  they  kn ew  no th ing ,  do you a p p reh en d  the sam e course would be 
p u rsu e d  ?— N o  ; I  th in k  if  they  were le t  a lone, an d  there  was no  influence of 
th e  lan d lo rd  over them , a g re a t  p a r t  of them , w ith  the  yeo m an ry  genera l ly  o f  the 
coun ty  of D evon, would vote as s trongly  alm ost as they  d id  in  B roadhem pstone .

2757. D o  you th in k  th a t  i f  th e re  was the vote bv ballot, th e  influence o f  so 
good a m an  as S ir  T h o m as  A c land  would so weigh w ith  th em  th a t  they  would 
com ply  with h is  w ishes  th ough  he  h ad  no m eans  of enforcing  th a t  com pliance ?—  
1 th in k  th a t  S ir  T h o m as  A c lan d ’s leg it im ate  influence o ver  th em  in  his own 
neighbourhood  is ve ry  considerab le, b u t  I th in k  th a t  a very  large p ro p o r tio n
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o f  those  p e rso n s  would have  vo ted  for L o rd  J o h n  R usse l l  if  they  could  have  
d one  i t  p r iv a te ly .

2758. T h a t  th e  m ora l  in fluence o f  S ir  T h o m as  A c la n d  w ould  h av e  been  
des troyed  ?— I  have n o t  sa id  th a t  ; I  t h in k  a  v e ry  cons iderab le  p o r t io n  o f  th em , i f  
th e y  could have  voted secre tly ,  would have  vo ted  for L o rd  J o h n  R ussell.

2759. Y o u  th in k  th a t  th e  vote by  ballo t  would im p a ir  the  effect o f  th e  m oral 
influence ?— N o.

2760. D o  you cons ider  t h a t  a m ora l  in fluence w hich  induces  a  m an  to vo te  
ag a in s t  h is  co n sc ie n ce?— N o ;  w h a t  I  m ean  by m o ra l  in fluence is, t h a t  i f  S ir  
T h o m a s  A c la n d  ca lled  his t e n a n ts  to g e th e r  an d  reaso n ed  w ith  th em  on politics , 
his p e rsu as io n  would in d u ce  m an y  to.vote w ith  h im , even  if  th e  ba l lo t  existed!; b u t  
I th in k  th a t  a g r e a t  m an y  w ould  vote, i f  they  could p r iv a te ly ,  ag a in s t  his p re s e n t  
po li tica l  op inions.

2761. T h e y  w ould  re ta in  th e i r  own op in ions  in  sp i te  o f  th e  op in io n  o f  S ir  
T h o m a s  A c lan d  ?— I th in k  th ey  w ould  ; a  v e ry  la rg e  n u m b e r  o f  v o te rs  in the 
c o u n ty  of D e v o n  w ho a re  on  the re g is t ry  d id  n o t  com e to th e  poll,  because  i f  they  
h ad ,  th ey  would have  offended th e i r  lan d lo rd s  in  n o t  v o t in g  as they  w ished  them , 
a n d  a very  la rg e  n u m b e r  a re  n o t  on  th e  reg is t ry ,  fe a r in g  th a t  by v o t in g  they  
w ould  affect th e i r  in te re s ts .

2762. T h e  in t im id a t io n  in  the  co u n ty  o f  D evon , th en ,  does n o t  go to  th e ’e x te n t  
o f  fo rc ing  th e  vo te rs  to vote, b u t  w h en  th e i r  o p in ions  a re  ad v e rse  to those  o f  th e i r  
lan d lo rd s ,  th ey  rem a in  n e u t e r ? — N o t  exac tly  so ;  I t h in k  the  in fluence in  D e v o n ­
sh i re  v a r ie s  in  d iffe ren t d is tr ic ts .

2763. Y o u  say a la rge  p ro p o r t io n  o f  th e  v o te rs  in  th e  co u n ty  d id  n o t  vo te  in 
consequence  of w ish ing  to vo te  d iffe ren tly  from  th e  l in e  th e i r  lan d lo rd s  w ished 
th e m  to  ad op t ,  a n d  th a t  in  consequence  o f  th a t  th ey  w ere  n o t  forced to  vote b u t  
re m a in ed  n e u t r a l  ; th e  in t im id a t io n  ex e rc ised  in  th e  c o u n ty  of D ev o n  w e n t  to the  
e x te n t ,  th en ,  n o t  of in d u c in g  th em  to vote  b u t  to re m a in  n e u t r a l ? — In  m an y  in ­
s ta n c e s ;  b u t  in  a ve ry  g r e a t  n u m b e r  of cases they  w ere  led  to  poll a g a in s t  th e i r  
own w ishes ;  a  g r e a t  m a n y  h a d  p ro m ised  to  vo te  for L ord  J o h n  R ussell ,  an d  w ere  
a f te rw ards  k e p t  from  th e  poll ; for in s tan ce ,  in  th e  p a r ish  o f  A lp h in g to n  th e re  
a re  12 who d id  n o t  poll.

2764. A re  they  leaseh o ld e rs  o r  f r e e h o ld e r s ? — L ea seh o ld e rs  for lives, m ostly  
h o ld in g  houses  w orth  m ore  th a n  10/. a y e a r  ren ew ab le  on lives ; I believe a very  
la rg e  p ro p o r t io n  o f  those  12 h ad  p ro m ised  L o rd  J o h n ,  b u t  on  th e  Sunday , th e  day
p rev io u s  to th e  e l e c t i o n , ------------------ can v assed  th e  p a r ish ,  a n d  they  w ere  k e p t
from  th e  poll.

2765. W h a t  is the  whole n u m b e r  o f  th e  c o n s t i tu en cy  a n d  th e  n u m b e r  p o l led ?  
— I th in k  th e re  were 6 ,865 p o l le d ;  th e re  a re  m o re  th a n  8 ,000  on th e  reg is try .

2766. W i th o u t  g o in g  in to  the  deta il ,  do you  k n o w  o f  m an y  cases  s im ila r  to th a t
o f  M r.  ------- w here  a s im ila r  in fluence has  been  used  over the  te n a n ts  ?— I know
m an y  o th e r  cases, b u t  I  feel r e s t r a in e d  from  g iv in g  the  p a r t ic u la rs  o f  th em , from  
th e  in ju ry  th a t  i t  would cause  to  the  pa r tie s .

2767. H a v e  you reason ,  from  a  p re v io u s  k n o w led g e  o f  the p a r t ie s  a n d  th e i r  
a ssu ran ces ,  to believe th a t  th e ir  vo tes  b e in g  g iv en  on th e  o th e r  s ide , o r  w ithheld  
from  yo u r  side, was n o t  from  the  m ora l  in fluence o f  th e  lan d lo rd ,  o r  from  an y  p a r ty  
s p i r i t  v o tin g  with th e  lan d lo rd ,  o r  from  any  ch an g e  o f  po li tica l  s e n t im e n t ,  b u t  from 
a  fear  o f  th e  consequences  ?— I  believe th a t  such  influence, a m o u n t in g  in  m an y  
cases  to in t im id a t io n ,  o p e ra te d  very  pow erfu lly  on  a la rg e  p o r t io n  o f  the  e lec to rs  
of D evon , o f  th e  leaseho lders  p a r t ic u la r ly  ; a  v e ry  la rg e  n u m b e r  o f  f reeho lders  
a re  also leaseho lders  w ith  a  q u a n t i ty  o f  la n d  w h ich  th ey  r e n t  in  ad d i t io n  to th e i r  
freehold .

2768. U p o n  those  who a re  r e g is te re d  as f reeho lders  th e re  is s till  frequen tly  th e  
sam e species of in fluence in  re s p e c t  o f  th a t  fac t  ?— Yes.

2769. So th a t  if  a  m an  votes  for one  farm , the  in fluence e x e r te d  over h im  m ay  
be  in  re sp ec t  of a n o th e r  fa rm  ?— A  m an  m ay  be a 40s. f reeh o ld e r  p e rh ap s ,  a n d  
y e t  he  re n ts  a  farm o f  1 0 0 /. o r  2 0 0 /. a  year.

2770. H a v e  you m an y  freeh o ld e rs  in  D e v o n sh ire  who h o ld  u n d e r  two la n d ­
lo rds  ?— Y es, b u t  n o t  very  frequen tly .

2771. D o  you know  o f  a n y  who ho ld  u n d e r  la n d lo rd s  o f  opposi te  po li t ic s  ?— I 
h a v e  h e a rd  o f  som e cases  o f  th a t  so rt .



2772. D o  you know  w hat course persons so s i tua te  pu rsued  ?— W h ich ev er  in ­
te re s t  p redom ina ted , I suppose would p rev a il :  it  m igh t  very often h ap p en  th a t  
the  influence has  been  used on one side and  not on the o th e r  ; I have know n many 
instances  where gen tlem en  have n o t  chosen to use th a t  influence.

2773. Do you know of any  case o f  p ersons  so si tuate  who have re fra ined  from 
v o tin g  a t  all ?— Yes, the re  a re  m any  such cases no doub t ; th a t  would be the 
position  in  which the vo ter  would en d eav o u r  to p u t  h im se lf  if  he  could.

2774. So th a t  in  the case o f  land lo rds hav ing  opposite  wills, the  te n a n t  is 
reduced  to th a t  a l te rn a t iv e ?— Yes, certain ly .

2775. H a v e  you know n any  o th e r  class of persons  who exerc ise  influence in a 
p ecu n ia ry  way over vo ters  besides the  lan d lo rd s?— Y e s ;  I have one case of a 
g en tlem an , a m ag is tra te  for the coun ty  of D evon , who h ad  leased som e houses 
to a m an  some yea rs  ago, who laid o u t  a  good deal of m oney upon  them  ; he  
owes th is  g en tlem an  500/. on m ortgage  : the  m ag is tra te  called upon h im  previous 
to the election and  ask ed  h im  for his vote  for M r.  P a rk e r ;  th is  v o te r  h ad  always 
been  very m a rk e d  in h is  poli tics  for a g re a t  m an y  years, in  fact, I  believe always 
as  a reform er, and  he re fused to vote for M r.  P a r k e r ;  he  was ask ed  to be neutra l,  
which he  also re fused ; on the day o f  the  election he  was going  to the Castle to 
vote, an d  in th e  C astle  yard  th is  gen tlem an , the  m ortgagee ,  in  the p resence  o f  a 
large  concourse of people, called o u t  an d  asked  h im  how he  was g o in g  to vote ; 
he sa id  he was going  to vote for L ord  J o h n  R ussell  ; he  then  said, “ then  I i n ­
s is t  upon yo u r  p ay in g  m e th a t  500/. you owe m e upon  m ortgage the  vo ter went 
up  an d  voted  for L ord  Jo h n ,  an d  the  n e x t  day  th is  gen t lem an  w en t to the  
ten an ts  (he  has e igh t  o r  ten  ten an ts  of the  p ro p e r ty )  an d  in q u ired  w ha t  re n ts  
th ey  paid  ; he has  dem an d ed  p ay m en t  of h is  m oney, and  a t ransfe r  o f  the  m o r t ­
gage is now m ak in g ,  w hich  I  suppose will p u t  th is  vo ter  to an  expense  of b e ­
tw een  10 /. an d  2 0 /.

2776. W ill  he  g e t  the  money on  an y  b e t te r  te rm s  in  consequence  of the  
ch an g e  ?— No, ce r ta in ly  not.

2777. D o  you give th is  as an  in s tance  o f  the  species o f  influence which is 
exerc ised  by cred itors  over debtors , o r  do you m ere ly  give i t  as a solitary  fact ?—  
I  do n o t  th in k  th a t  in  D ev o n sh ire  the  influence o f  a  c red i to r  over his deb to r  
would opera te  to  a  very  g re a t  e x te n t  excep t  in th e  case o f  land lo rds ,  who are 
genera l ly  very  la rge  c red ito rs  of th e i r  te n a n ts  from  th e  s ta te  of ag r ic u l tu re  ; 
th e  ten an ts  a re  n o t  in  a s i tu a t io n  to p ay  th e ir  re n ts  well u p ,  and, there fo re ,  
th e  influence of the  land lo rds  u p o n  th em  is, p a r t ic u la r ly  a t  th e  p re s e n t  time, 
v e ry  pow erful.

2778. Do you  th in k  that,  as  a class of professional m en , th e  a t to rneys  who have 
p ecu n ia ry  t ransac t ions  with th e i r  c l ien ts  exercise  any  influence over th e m ? —  
T h e i r  influence is ce r ta in ly  r a th e r  powerful, b u t  I  should  th in k  re sp e c ta b le  
a t to rn e y s  w ould  be very  cautious in  exerc is ing  i t  to any  e x te n t  ; I  know  one 
in s tan ce  m yse lf  w here  a m an , who is a freeholder ,  whose p ro p e r ty  is  m ortgaged  
v ery  deep ly  to a  c l ien t  o f  m ine, cam e to m e  a  few days before the e lection  ; I 
k n ew  th e  m a n ’s po litica l p r inc ip les  were very  s trong ly  m ark e d  on ou r  side, he  
h a d  in  fo rm er elections vo ted  w ith  us  ; he  came to m e and  said  th a t  influence 
h ad  been  used  to induce  h im  to vote for M r.  P a r k e r ;  I  ask ed  h im  if  h is  in te re s t  
was l ike ly  to be affected i f  he  voted for L ord  J o h n  R ussell  ; he  said  i t  would, 
fo r  th a t  a f te r  he  had  voted for L o rd  J o h n  R usse l l  in  1832, he  suffered in  his bu s i­
n ess  ; h e  is a ca rp en te r ,  an d  k eep s  a pub lic -house  ; I  to ld  h im  i f  h is  in te re s t  was 
likely  to be affected by  it ,  he  h ad  b e t te r  n o t  vo te  a t  all, though  I  kn ew  th a t  in 
v o tin g  for L o rd  J o h n  R usse l l  he w'ould vote  accord ing  to his consc ience ; he  
to ld  m e he  would n o t  vote a t  all ; b u t  on  the second day  of the election , I  found 
he  h ad  been  b ro u g h t  in  a n d  vo ted  for M r.  P a r k e r  ; he left w ord a t  m y  office 
th a t  influence h ad  been  used  u p o n  h im  to th a t  e x te n t  he  could n o t  re s is t ;  th a t  he 
h a d  confidence in  me th a t  i t  would n o t  in ju re  h im  in re sp ec t  of h is  m ortgage , bu t 
t h a t  he  should  have  suffered from  the o ther  p a r ty  i f  he  h ad  n o t  voted for them.

2779. T h a t  is a  case in which the excuse he  alleged o f  h a v in g  h ad  influence 
u sed  over h im  m ig h t  have  been  suggested  by his a p p reh en s io n  of w ha t  the co n ­
sequences  m ig h t  have been  if  he  h ad  vo ted  for M r.  P a r k e r  w ithou t  such in ­
fluence?— Yes.

2780. D oes n o t  th a t  c ircum stance d is t in g u ish  th e  case from  the  o thers  you
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h av e  s ta ted ,  w here  you h a d  no influence o ver  the  p a r t ie s  ?— I  ra th e r  s ta te  th a t  as a 
p ro o f  th a t  the  a t to rn ie s  do n o t  always use the  in fluence which they  possess ; th is  
m an  was in a  s i tu a t io n ,  w ith a  long  a r r e a r  o f  in te re s t ,  th a t  I  m ig h t  have ser ious ly  
in ju red  h im  ; he lives in a  p a r ish  w here  every  v o te r  ex c ep t  one  voted ag a in s t  u.s, 
an d  th a t  pe rso n  n o t  a re s id e n t  in the  p ar ish .

2781. D o  you know  an y  case in  which an y  in d iv id u a l  w ho h as  vo ted  for L o rd  
J o h n  R usse l l  has been  in ju red  by h is  lan d lo rd  for so do ing  ?— T h e  tim e  is v e ry  
sho rt ,  h u t  I th in k  n o t ;  b u t  I believe the  p r in c ip le  o f  L o rd  J o h n  R u sse l l’s fr iends 
h as  g en e ra l ly  been  n o t  to influence one to vote a g a in s t  h is  conscience.

2782. D o  you  know  o f  a n y  such c a s e ? — I do  not.
2783. Y o u  say  y o u r  p a r ty  have ab s ta in e d  from  u s in g  t h a t  in f lu en ce?— T h e r e  

w ere , I know, m an y  in s tan ce s  o f  g e n t le m e n  w ho have  h ad  th e i r  te n a n ts  vo te 
ag a in s t  them .

2784. Y o u  k n o w  m an y  p e rso n s  w ho have  vo ted  ag a in s t  the  w ishes o f  th e i r  
lan d lo rd s  ?— W h e re  influence has  been  used  up o n  them , o r  th e i r  po litica l  bias 
was very  s t ro n g  on th e  one  side , an d  th e  lan d lo rd  on th e  o ther,  h a s  n o t  p re sse d  
his in fluence over th e  t e n a n t  so as to com pel h im  to vote  w ith  him .

2785. D o  you  th in k  he  could  have  d one  i t  ?— Y es, th e  in fluence o f  a  la n d lo rd  
o v e r  h is  t e n a n t  o f  lan d  is su ch  as to be a lm o s t  i r res is t ib le .

2786. D o  you k n o w  o f  in s tan ce s  w here  p e rso n s  h a v e  com e to  you  a n d  to ld  
you  th a t  th e i r  lan d lo rd s  h ad  p re sse d  th em  to vote, b u t  t h a t  they  w ere  d e te rm in e d  to 
vote  acco rd in g  to th e i r  consc iences , an d  w ho h a v e  so vo ted  ?— Y e s ,  I m e n t io n e d
th e  n a m e  o f  M r . ------- ; th e  b ro th e r  o f  M r .  -------- , w ho is  a  t e n a n t  o f -------
-----------, was p ressed  in  th e  sam e way, b u t  he  was a  m an  o f  s te rn  in d ep en d en ce
an d  o f  in d ep en d e n t  p ro p e r ty ,  an d  h e  vo ted  for us.

2787. H e  has  n o t  been  in ju red  for h av in g  so voted  ?— T h e re  has  no  tim e gone  
by  to sp ea k  u po n  th a t  sub jec t  ; 1 should  th in k  he would n o t  be.

2788. Is  he  a  m an  who, from  h is  p ro p e r ty ,  is to  be considered  a  v ery  good 
te n an t ,  whom in  these  t im es  a  lan d lo rd  would n o t  l ike  to lose ?— H e  is a  very  
good tenan t .

2789. A  r e n t  day  has  n o t  elapsed  s ince  the  election  ?— No.
2790. Y o u r  p a r ty  you  say ab s ta in ed  en t ire ly  from  u s in g  such  in f lu e n c e ? — I 

will no t say en tire ly ,  because I c a n n o t  be answ erab le  for every  one.
2791. L o rd  J o h n  R ussell  h ad  a v ery  la rge  m ajority ,  as well o f  leaseho lders  as 

o f  freeholders, in the d is tr ic t  of T av is to ck ,  do you a t t r ib u te  th a t  en t i re ly  to th e i r  
re fo rm ing  p r in c ip le  o r  th e  influence ex e rc ised  ?— T av is to ck  is a t  som e d is tan ce  
from  m e, an d  I do n o t  k now  so m u ch  o f th a t  d is tr ic t ,  b u t  1 should  th in k  the  i n ­
fluence used  th e re  on L o rd  J o h n  R u sse l l ’s side was pow erfu l— from w h a t  I kn ow  
o f  th e  peop le  o f  T av is to ck  an d  th a t  neighbourhood ,  I believe th e y  a re  very  
zealous p a r t i s a n s  o f  th e  cause  o f  R efo rm  ; ce r ta in ly  th ey  a re  in  th e  tow n o f 
T av is tock .

2792. A re  you aw are  o f  th e  difference o f  vo te rs  in  th a t  d is tr ic t  be tw een  1832 
an d  1835 ?— I am  n o t  aw are  o f  an y  g re a t  d iffe rence ; th ey  voted  in  1835 
gene ra l ly  as they  voted in  1832. T h e r e  is one p ro p e r ty  o f S ir  R a lp h  Lopes, who 
in  1832 su p p o r ted  L ord  J o h n  ; in  1835 the  influence has  been  th e  o th e r  way ; I 
was look ing  yes terday  w ith  a  g en t lem an  o f  D evo n p or t ,  which is n e a r e r  to  S ir  
R a lph  L o p e s ’s p ro p e r ty ,  he  told m e  th a t  S ir  R a lp h  had  u sed  h is  in fluence in  
favour o f  M r.  P a rk e r ,  b u t  i t  a p p e a re d  tba t  h is  t e n a n ts  w e re  r a th e r  obs tina te ,  
an d  th a t  they  did  n o t  all follow his  wishes.

2793. Is  S ir  R a lp h  L o p es ’s p ro p e r ty  w ith in  th e  T av is to ck  d is t r ic t?— P a r t i n  
T av is tock  an d  p a r t  in  P lym outh .  T h e r e  is one p a r ish ,  o f  B u ck lan d  M onacho-  
ru m , w hich is th e  p ro p e r ty  o f  S ir  R a lp h  L o p es  ; th e re  13 f reeh o ld e rs  vo ted  for 
L o rd  John ,  and  only  one for M r.  P a r k e r ;  a n d  s ix  leaseho lders  for L o rd  J o h n ,  
an d  only one for M r.  P a r k e r ,  which as to n ish ed  m e v ery  m uch . I  h e a rd  th a t  the  
p a r ish  all belonged to S ir  R a lp h  L o p es  ; th a t  goes to  a  ce r ta in  e x te n t  to i l lu s ­
t ra te  w hat I have  s ta ted , th a t  I believe in the  ne ig hb o u rh o od  o f  T av is to ck  th ey  
a re  all essentially  R efo rm ers ,  th a t  th ey  hav e  a s t ro n g  politica l feeling.

2794. S ir  R a lp h  L opes 's  in fluence succeeded  in some in s tan ces  an d  failed in  
m any  o thers  ?— Yes.
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27 95-6 . T h e re  has  been  no change  in th a t  p a r t  of the  T av is tock  d is tr ic t  where 
the  Bedford p ro p e r ty  ex is ts  ?— 1 am n o t  aw are  th a t  th e re  lias been a change ; 
the  fact is, we polled 313 a g a in s t .91.

2797. D id  any  of S ir R a lp h  L opes’s ten an ts  vote in  conform ity  with  his 
w ish es?— I believe some o f  them  did  in  the  p a r ish  of B ick le igh , five aga inst 
four.

2798. A lthough  in  some ins tances  S ir  R a lp h  L o p es  failed in in fluencing  his 
tenan ts ,  in  o thers  he  succeeded ?— T h a t  is ask in g  me p e rh a p s  to sp eak  upon the 
ind iv idual vo ters  ; I  can n o t  sp eak  positively, i t  is a lo n g  d is tance from me.

2799. Do you know  in  the e lection  of 1832 for which cand ida te  S ir R a lp h  
L o p e s ’s ten an ts  v o te d ? — Y e s ;  they generally  voted for L o rd  J o h n  an d  M r. 
Bulteel.

2800. W e re  they  a t  the  la te  e lection  equally  div ided, or nearly  s o ? — N o, we 
h ad  the  m ost  o f  them  ; I perce ive  we h a d  19 to 2 in  B u ck lan d  M onachorum , 
which belongs to him.

2801. D o  you know w h e th e r  S ir  R a lp h  L opes  u sed  an y  m enace  or in t im id a ­
t io n ? — I  do n o t  th in k  th a t  he  d id  ; the  public  s p ir i t  I  h av e  h e a rd  was excited  
aga ins t  h im  a good deal a t P lym outh .

2802. D o  you th in k  he  has, s ince th a t ,  t a k e n  an y  s teps  aga ins t  those who 
vo ted  ag a in s t  h im  ?— I do n o t  th in k  he  has  ; 1 th in k  S ir  R . L opes  too good a 
m an  to do so.

2803. Y ou know  th a t  he  was, a t  the t im e  o f  th e  p ass in g  o f  the Reform  Bill, 
an  advocate for the  B i l l ? — H e  w as:  I pe rce ive  th a t  in th e  p a r ish  of T am e rto n  
Follio tt ,  34- voted aga ins t  seven ; a p a r t  of th a t  p a r ish  I u n d e rs ta n d  belongs to 
S ir  R a lp h  Lopes, b u t  th e  o th er  p a r t ,  1 u n d e rs ta n d ,  to M r.  Radcliffe, h is  b ro th e r -  
in-law .

2804. D id  M r.  Radcliffe also  ch an g e  h is  o p in io n ? — N o :  I  believe he  was 
opposed  to L o rd  J o h n  in  th e  e lection of 1832.

2805. D o  you know  the  d is t r ic t  of Q a k h am p to n  ?— I know  som eth ing  o f  it.
2806. W h a t  is the  condition  of p ro p e r ty  th e re ? — In  som e p a r t  of the d is tr ic t  

the  vo ters  are  a low c lass  o f  yeom anry . O a k h am p to n  is 22 miles from E x e te r  ; 
in the  p a r t  n e a re r  to E x e te r  th ey  a re  m ore  en ligh tened , b u t  in  the w este rn  and  
n o r th -w es te rn  p a r t  they  a re  an  in fer io r  class.

2807. I n  the  hands  o f  which p a r ty  is th e  p ro p e r ty ? — T h ere  a re  two g en t le ­
m en  th e re  of the  nam es o f  M r.  H a m ly n  an d  M r.  New ton , who h av e  very co n ­
siderab le  influence, who a re  with us, an d  M r.  A ru n d e l ,  o f  L ifton ,  who h a s  co n ­
siderab le  influence on the  o th e r  side. I n  Sou th  T aw ton  th e re  a re  a  considerab le  
n u m b e r  ; th e re  are  a good m any  freeho lders  an d  not m any  leaseho lders  ; th e re  
a re  b u t  few ; M r.  A c land  (n o t  S ir  T h o m as) ,  b u t  the  p r in c ip a l  p ro p r ie to r ,  is with  
u s ;  in  th is  p a r ish  we polled  31 freeholders to 10, an d  12 leaseholders to 3.

2808. A re  those small freeho lders  to whom  you a llude p e rso n s  influenced by 
em ploym en t as  lab o u re rs  ?— Some of th em  are, in  par ishes  l ik e  th a t  of A lph ing-  
ton , n e a r  E x e te r  ; we have  a good m any  small leaseholders  h o ld ing  sm all co t ­
tages at 10/. a  y ea r  a n d  upw ards, for 99 years, d e te rm in ab le  on th ree  lives, they 
a re  u n d e r  considerab le  influence from th e  lan d lo rd  ; for i f  a life dies, i t  is of
im p o rtan ce  to g e t  a  renew al ; an d  I  have  h ea rd  of an  in s tance  w here  --------------
in t im ated  to a  voter,  i f  he  did n o t  vote for M r.  P a rk e r ,  h e  m ig h t  w an t  an o th e r  
life on his house  by a n d  by.

2809. A re  m any  of th em  lab o u re rs  ?— I  shou ld  th in k  none, o r  very  few, go so 
low as th a t  ; som e o f  th em  sh o em ak e rs  an d  tailors, b lacksm iths  an d  ca rp en te rs ,  
an d  so on.

2810. Y o u  have  s ta ted  th a t  ce r ta in  land lo rds  have  changed  th e i r  op in ions, you 
h av e  n o t  alluded  to any  possibility  of th e ir  ten an ts  h av in g  changed  th e ir  o p i­
n ions  also ; do n o t  you th in k  i t  possible th a t  the changes o f  politica l feeling m ay 
ex te n d  to o thers  besides land lo rds  ?— Yes, I th in k  there  m ig h t  be am ong  so 
la rge  a  const i tuency  m any  ins tances  of change  o f  feeling, b u t  I  th in k  the 
change  o f  feeling has  been  m ost generally  from  the  C onserva tive  to th e  R eform  
p a r ty  am o n g  the  m ass  o f  yeom anry.

2820. Y o u  th in k  th a t  o u t  of a consti tuency  o f  8 ,000 voters ,  the  num ber
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influenced by the “ N o  p o p e ry ”  cry  has no t been  m ore  than  150 ?— I con jec tu re  
th a t  am o n g  the mass o f  people, o f  the lower o rd e rs  in p a r t ic u la r ,  w here  the  in* 
fluence has been  m uch a t tem p ted ,  it  m ig h t  p e rh a p s  am o u n t  to a  couple  o f  h u n ­
dred ,  b u t  1 sp ea k  specula tive ly  as to the  n u m b er .

2821. I f  you conceive  th a t  th e  ch a n g e  o f  op in ion  am o n g  th e  yeom anry  has  been  
r a th e r  to R eform  th an  ag a in s t  i t ,  how do  you  ac co u n t  for the  different re s u l t  o f  
those  two c o n tes ts  ?— Since th e  e lec tion  in 1832 the  C onserva tives  have  been very 
ac tive  in th e i r  r e g is t ra t io n  ; they  have been  very  v ig ilan t ; th e  o th e r  p a r ty  c e r ­
ta in ly  have n o t  been  ; the difference be tw een  the  reg is t ra t io n  o f  1832 and  the 
reg is t ra t io n  o f  1834* am o u n ts  to 760, o f  w hom  I believe n o t  less th a n  600 a re  of 
o u r  opponen ts ,  an d  I believe th a t  th e  influence has  been  c a r r ie d  o u t  much 
s t ro n g e r  by  the  lan d o w n ers  up o n  th e ir  te n a n ts  th a n  ever  has  been  before.

2822. Y o u  h av e  s ta ted  th a t  th e re  was a ch a n g e  in o p in ion  am o n g s t  th e  yeom anry ,  
r a th e r  from th e  o p in ions  o f  the  C o nserva tives  to those  o f  R efo rm ers ,  can  you tell 
the C om m ittee  w h e th e r  o r  not, am o n g s t  th e  g r e a t  in te re s ts  o f  the  landow ners ,  
th e re  has  o r  h a s  n o t  been  any  ch a n g e  the  o th e r  way, w h e th e r  an y  g re a t  in te re s ts  
have  c h a n g e d  th e  o th e r  way ?— I shou ld  in ex p lan a t io n  s ta te  th a t  th e re  w ere  two 
o r  th re e  o f  the  landow ners  th a t  voted for M r.  B u ltee l ,  p e rh a p s  from  p erso n a l  feel­
in g  r a th e r  th a n  politica l feeling ; I th in k  I m ig h t  v e n tu re  to  say so of S ir  T h o m as  
A c la n d  an d  S ir  W a lte r  C a re w ; th a t  influence is now th ro w n  wholly up o n  M r. 
P a r k e r ;  while i t  was th ro w n  on M r. Bulteel  only, the  C o n serv a tiv e  p a r ty  g a in ed  
n o th in g  an d  we lo s t  n o th ing ,  b u t  now i t  is a loss of so m uch.

2823. A re  you n o t  o f  op in ion  th e  ch a n g e  you have  sp o k e n  o f  in the  o p in ions  o f  
the  yeo m an ry  has  been  m o re  th a n  co u n te rb a lan c ed  by the  ch a n g e  o f  op in ion  an d  
o f  co n d u c t  on  the  p a r t  o f  the  g r e a t  lan d lo rd s  ?— I  th in k  i t  has.

2824. T h e r e  is one  sou rce  o f  in fluence which you  h av e  n o t  a d v e r ted  to, which 
is the influence o f  t i th e  ow ners ,  h a s  th a t  a n y  effect, o r  h a s  i t  been  u sed  in  an y  way ?
—  I believe the influence of the c le rgy  is very  pow erfu l a g a in s t  us  ; though  we have  
from  200 to 300 p a r ish e s ,  th e re  w ere  n o t  above s ix  c le rg y m en  who voted for L o rd  
J o h n ,  an d  o f  those  only  th r e e  o r  four w ere  beneficed  in  th e  d iv is ion ,  an d  I be- 
lievelthe influence o f  the  la rg e  body o f  th e  c lergy , w h ich  w as in  ev e ry  p a r t  exc ited  
ag a in s t  us, bo th  in  re fe ren ce  to th e i r  t i thes ,  a n d  th e i r  b e in g  in  m an y  cases  m agis­
tra tes ,  also o p e ra te d  very  pow erfu lly  on  th e  la te  election .

2825. A re  you a c q u a in ted  w ith  a n y  in s tan ce s  w h e re  the  vo ters ,  w hose o p in ­
ions you  w ere  p re v io u s ly  acq u a in ted  w ith , w ere  in d u ced  to vote c o n tra ry  to 
w h a t  you conceived  to h av e  been  th e i r  in c l in a t io n s ,  by  any  a p p re h e n s io n  from 
th e  t i th e  o w n e r  o f  th e i r  p a r ish ,  w h e th e r  lay  o r  ecc les ias t ic?— I h av e  n o  p a r t ic u la r  
ev id en ce  to re fe r  to  o f  an y  d i re c t  in t im id a t io n  of th a t  so r t  ; th e i r  in fluence is 
v e ry  pow erfu l in som e d is tr ic ts ,  in o th e rs  i t  is n o t  ; a n d  in  som e in s tan ce s  w here  
th e  c le rg y m an  is very  hos t i le  to h is  p a r ish io n e rs ,  h is  a t t e m p t  a t  in fluence som e­
t im es  leads to a co u n te rac t io n .

2826. H a v e  th e  goodness  to e x p la in  in  w h a t  way th e  in fluence o f  th e  clergy  
h av in g  the  t i th es  o p e ra te s  ?— T h e  c le rg y m an  in  m o s t  p a r ish e s  co m p o u n d s  with 
h is  p a r ish io n ers  ; i f  he  w ould  w ish  to influence by h is  ti thes ,  he w ould  in t im a te  
so m eth in g  ab o u t  t a k in g  t i th e s  in  k in d ,  w h ich  is a co n s id e rab le  cau se  o f  te r ro r  to 
the  y eo m an ry  ; r a th e r  th a n  su b m it  to th a t ,  w hich  is a  g re a t  loss to  th em  as  well 
as  th e  c le rgym an , they w ould  be in d u c e d  to concede  th e i r  own opinion.

2827. D o  n o t  you th in k  th a t  the  c le rg y m an  suffers m o re  from  d ra w in g  his 
t i th e s  th a n  the  fa rm e r  ?— I n te l l ig e n t  m en  say  th a t  the  c le rg y m an  an d  the  fa rm er  
each  lose a q u a r te r ,  a n d  th a t  one  h a l f  is  rea l ly  sacrificed by  th e  sys tem  ot 
ta k in g  t i th e s  in  k in d  ; b u t  a fa rm er  would d re a d  the  o p era t io n  of h is  corn  being 
ta k e n  in  k in d ,  h e  w o u ld  r a th e r  m a k e  a  sacrifice th a n  su b m it  to th e  loss a n d  i n ­
convenience.

2828. I s  i t  an y  co m p en sa t io n  to th e  t e n a n t  for h is  loss th a t  the  c le rg y m an  will 
lose one-fourth  in  a d d i t io n ? — N o ,  ce r ta in ly  no t .

2829. I s  it  any  co m p en sa t io n  to th e  c le rg y m an  th a t  th e  te n a n t  will lose one- 
fourth  in ad d i t io n  ?— N o, ce r ta in ly  n o t  ; b u t  he will m ak e  a  sacrifice in one  case to 
a t ta in  h is  ob ject in  o thers .

2830. A re  th e re  an y  in s tan ce s  o f  th a t  g o in g  on in  D e v o n s h i r e ? — W e  h e a r  of 
it  ev e ry  now an d  th en .



92

2831. W ith  a view to election p u rp o se s?— I have  n o t  said that, b u t  th a t  a 
c le rgym an  will the reby  k eep  up  his pow er o ver  h is  par ish ioners .
_ 2832. Can c lergym en u n d e r  such  c ircum stances  as th a t  of a sudden  election on 

an  acceptance of office, effect a change by the  t i th e  influence which m ay affect the 
vo tes  ?— I  have said th a t  by .the  t i th e  system  th e re  is a  power by which the rec to r  
o r  vicar m ig h t  m ain ta in  a genera l  influence over hia pa r ish ioners ,  a n d  th a t  th a t  
influence m igh t  be used for e lection purposes .

2833. D o  n o t  you th in k  th a t  the  an x ie ty  to e x e r t  th a t  influence operates  to 
k e e p  u p  an  hostili ty  to c le rgym en  ?— Yes, I  say i t  does ; an d  in  ins tances  where 
th e  c le rgym an  is a  very  exce llen t  m an, a n d  tak es  m odera te  tithes,  h e  possesses a 
considerab le  influence in th a t  way.

2834. D o  y o u  th in k  th a t  the  influence exercised  of la te  on  th e  p a r t  o f  c lergy­
m en  as i t  regards  ti the , has  h a d  a g re a t  effect in  tu rn in g  the  election aga ins t  L ord  
J o h n  R u sse l l?— I have n o t  gone quite  to th a t  ex ten t ,  b u t  I  s ta te  th a t  the  g en e ra l  
influence m ay be, an d  I  believe has  been  used  by the  c le rgym an  on h is  p a r ish ­
ioners  for e lection purposes, a n d  th e re  is  a n o th e r  g rea t  influence the  c lergym an 
has  w here  he  is a m ag is tra te ,  and  we have  a g re a t  m any  clerical m ag is tra tes  in 
D evonsh ire .

2835. Y o u  say th a t  th e  loss by  the  c le rgym an  is no  com pensa tion  to the  fa r­
m e r ;  do you n o t  th in k  th a t  th e  loss by th e  c le rgym an  is a  p re t ty  good security  
aga ins t  i ts  being ca rr ied  to an y  ex ten t?— N o, for he  would ta k e  th e  t i th e  in  k in d  
o f  only one or two fa rm ers  a t  a time, till he  h a s  d raw n  th em  to a  h ig h e r  system  
o f  com position  ; I  do n o t  m ean  to sp ea k  of c le rgym en  generally .

2836. H a v e  the  goodness to specify an y  case in  which you know  o f  th is  descr ip ­
t ion  of influence h av in g  been  u sed  ?— I  have  s ta ted  before th a t  I g ive evidence 
o f  no p a r t ic u la r  case, b u t  I sp ea k  of the  gen e ra l  effect.

2837. M ay  n o t  a  c le rgym an  com pound  with one an d  refuse to com pound  with 
an o th e r  ?— Yes, certainly.

2838. So th a t  a c le rgym an  has  i t  in h is  pow er to select one  or two ind iv iduals  
in  his pa r ish  upon  whom he  m ay  inflict h is  re se n tm e n t  ?— C erta in ly .

2839. A n d  th u s  do th em  a g re a t  in ju ry ,  while to h im se lf  the  dam age is com ­
p ara t iv e ly  sm all ?— J u s t  so.

2840. A lthough  you  do n o t  k n o w  an y  in s tan ce  w here  a c le rg y m an  h as  used  
an y  m enace, o r  ca rr ied  any  m enace  in to  execu tion ,  do n o t  you th in k  th a t  the  
know ledge  am o n g  the  p ar ish ioners  t h a t  the  pow'er is ves ted  in  the c lergym an, 
coup led  also with the know ledge of his politica l bias, m u s t  g ive h im  a  powerful 
influence in  h is  pa r ish  ?— Yes.

2841. D o  you conceive th a t  the  clergy  in  D evonsh ire  have  exercised  a g re a t  
in fluence th ro u g h  th e i r  t i thes  over th e i r  p a r ish io n e rs?— C erta in ly , the influence 
o f  th e  n a tu re  I have  m en tio n ed  ; w hen the  ques tion  was p u t  in  the m ark e d  way 
w h e th e r  I  kn ew  o f  an y  p a r t ic u la r  cases, I  say I do n o t  give ev idence of any  ; i f  
I  am  asked  w h e th e r  th a t  so r t  of influence does exist,  an d  w h e th e r  i t  had  been 
used  generally , w h e th e r  exp ress ly  or im plied , 1 should  say yes.

2871. D id  n o t  the  clergy associa te  L o rd  J o h n  R ussell  w ith  the  cry  which is 
designated  as th a t  o f  “  N o  p o p e r y ? ”— C erta in ly , (pp . 150, 155— 166.;

M r.  J o s e p h  P a u k e s .

1644. T o  w hat e x te n t  have you kn o w n  th e  open in g  of houses, an d  t re a t in g  
v o te r s ? — T o  an  enorm ous e x t e n t ;  I  believe the  e lection o f  M r .  F r a n k  Lawley 
for W arw ick sh ire  cost  h im  very  l i t t le  less th a n  30,000/. ; he paid 2,600/. or 
2,700/., b u t  th a t  was u n d e r  the  old system  o f  po ll ing  ; th e  l im it in g  of the  n u m b er  
o f  days has  very m uch econom ised coun ty  elections as re spec ts  th e  candida tes ,  
b u t  much im p ro v em en t  m ig h t  be still effected.

1645. H a v e  you kn o w n  the t re a t in g  beg in  long  before the  day o f  e l e c t io n ? - -  
N o ,  I have n o t ;  th e  t re a t in g  is now very  l im ited  as to t im e in  counties, and  
chiefly confined to the  lower class of voters.

1646. I s  i t  done u n d e r  the  nam e of re f re sh m en t  ?— P re v io u s  to the  po lling  it  
is done in  the  coun ties  by w hat is called “ sh ep h e rd in g .” If  you have a d is tr ic t  
w h e re  th e re  are  a n u m b er  o f  people  in  a hum ble  condition  ot life, in the  weaving 
o r  m an u fac tu r in g  d is tr ic ts  for ins tance ,  you can n o t  secu re  th e i r  votes safely



w ithout o p en in g  some n e ig h b o u r in g  pub lic -house ,  in v i t in g  them  at n ig h t ,  a n d  n o t  
on ly  ad dress ing  them , b u t  g iv in g  th em  beer  an d  victuals.

1647. On the  day  o f  s e t t in g  o u t  for the  poll they  b reak fa s t  p e r h a p s ? — A g re a t  
dea l o f  t re a t in g  tak es  p lace , as  well on  the  d ay  o f  th e  n o m in a tio n  as on  the  
p o l l in g  days.

1648. I n  a coun ty , have  you eVet kn o w n  g re a t  ex p en se ,  in  th e  way o f  treating', 
i n c u r r e d  d u r in g  th e  c a n v ass?— V ery  cons iderab le  ex p en se  in d eed  ; on a  canvass , 
som e trea t in g ,  d u r in g  the  canvass ing ,  in the  in s tan ce  I  have  p a in te d  o u t  ; b u t  I 
should  say  th a t  th e  t re a t in g  in  co u n ty  e lec tions is m u ch  confined  to the  days  o f  
th e  poll. I  h av e  ana lysed  th e  bills  for co u n ty  e lec tions ; two o f  th em  1 have  
ana lysed  for th e  co u n ty  o f  W arw ick .  I f  you g ive  th e  leas t  l icense  for t rea t in g ,  
you a re  r u n  up m an y  th o u san d  p o u n d s  ; u n less  you a re  a very  ex p e r ien ce d  ag en t ,  
an d  m o d era te  in  a llow ing  d isc re tion ,  you m ay h a v e  th e  ex p e n se  doubled , by the  
folly o f  th e  ag e n ts  a n d  th e  excess o f  t rea t in g .

1649. Y o u  conceive  i t  very  difficult, i f  once you  beg in  an y  th in g  l ik e  t r e a t in g ,  
to  k ee p  it  w ith in  m o d era te  bounds  ?— T h e r e  is h a rd ly  an y  m ode o f  p u t t in g  a n  
e n d  to co u n ty  trea t ing ,  b u t  by  subd iv id in g  the p laces  o f  po ll ing  m u ch  m ore th an  
a t  p re sen t ,  a n d  a  very  s t r ic t  law.

16JO. I f  you c a n n o t  p re v e n t  som e ex p e n se  b e in g  in c u r re d  by p e rso n s  co m in g  
from  a d is tance ,  m ig h t  n o t  som e m ode  be a d o p ted  o f  i s su in g  t ick e ts  by th e  sh e r if f  
o r  u n d e r -sh e r i f f?— T h is  is th e  first  t im e  I  h ea rd  such  a  sugges t ion ,  b u t  I  th in k  
i t  p rac t icab le .

1651. I f  the  e x p e n s e  was in c u r re d  o u t  o f  a pub lic  fund, w ould  n o t  each  o f  the 
vo ters  co n s id e r  h im se lf  en t i t le d  to i t ? — I  sh o u ld  say  the  m an  was m u ch  b e t te r  
away, who re q u ire d  his c o n d u c t  m oney , an d  t r e a t in g ,  to  b r in g  h im  to  a co u n ty  
election.

1652. H a v e  you ev e r  k n o w n  o rd e rs  o f  th a t  k in d  issued  by th e  can d id a te s  to 
th e  v o te rs  ?— I have , in  tow ns ; i t  is a  ve ry  com m on  th in g  to issue  a  5s. t re a t in g  
t ic k e t  to a pub lic -house ,  and ,  in  o rd e r  to save a  p e r  c en tag e  u p o n  it, to  cash  it 
yourself. T h e  h o ld e r  would g en e ra l ly  r a th e r  t a k e  4s. in m o n ey  th a n  co n su m e it 
a t  the pub lic -house  ; 5s. in  e n te r ta in m e n t  is o f  less value  th a n  w ha t  is ca lled  a  
d isco u n t  t ick e t .

1653. T re a t in g  in  co u n ties  ta k e s  p lace  v e ry  open ly  ?— Y es, b ecau se  to  a  c e r ­
ta in  e x te n t  i t  is n o t  co n s id ered  illegal.

1654. I s  i t  n o t  w ith in  y o u r  k n o w led g e  th a t  bo th  can d id a tes  h a v e  m a d e  a r r a n g e ­
m e n ts  th a t  they  would t r e a t  to  a c e r ta in  e x t e n t ? — I t  is by n o  m e a n s  u n co m m o n  
for two cand ida tes  o f  opposi te  o p in ions  to m a k e  b a rg a in s  th a t  th ey  will d iv ide  the  
ex p e n se  o f  t rea t in g ,  a n d  c o n d u c t  m oney. I h av e  often  d o n e  i t  myself.

1655. Since the R efo rm  B i l l ? — Yes.
1656. I n  fact, th is  t r e a t in g  in  c o u n ty  e lec t ions  does n o t  o p e ra te  as  b r ib e ry  I—

I th in k  i t  does not. \
1657. Still, would a c a n d id a te  s ta n d  a ch an ce  o f  b e in g  e lec ted  i f  h e  re fu sed ?—  

I have kn o w n  an  in s tan ce  o f  v o te rs  c o m in g  to  th e  ag e n ts  o f  a  ca n d id a te ,  an d  
say ing ,  “ i f  you do n o t  g ive u s  a  b re ak fa s t ,  a n d  t a k e  us  to th e  poll,  we will n o t  
v o te  for you an d  I have  k n o w n  ev en  in  tow ns, th e  p lace  o f  co u n ty  poll,  th e  
l i t t le  m a n ag in g -m e n ,  the “  s h e p h e rd s ,”  say, “  u n less  you  will allow th e  v o te rs  a 
b reak fa s t ,  a n d  t a k e  th em  up  to th e  po ll ,  th ey  will n o t  vo te .”  I do  n o t  th in k  th is  
o u g h t  to be cons idered  as b r ibery ,  b u t  i t  is a  m o s t  c o r ru p t  p rac t ice ,  a n d  o u g h t  to 
be te rm in a ted .

1658. S u p p o se  you  re fuse  th em  the  e n te r ta in m e n t  a n d  conveyance ,  w ould  they 
vote  for the  o th e r  p a r ty  ?— I  do n o t  th in k  th a t  th ey  all w ould  ; I th in k  a  la rge  
p e r  cen tag e  o f  th em  would n o t  a p p e a r  a t  all ; th ey  w ould  how ever  be  ex p o sed  to 
the  r isk  o f  the o th e r  p a r ty ,  on  th e  second  day, g iv in g  th em  a t rea t ,  an d  po ll ing  
them .

1659. I s  th e re  m o n ey  p a id  to th em  to convey  th em ?  N o ;  in  co u n t ie s  we
genera l ly  m ak e  the  ca rr iag e  a r ra n g e m e n t .  T h e  t re a t in g  in  tow ns is ca r r ied  to 
a n  eno rm o u s  ex ten t  in  a m o u n t  o f  m oney. . . . .

1660. T h e re  i t  beg ins long  before th e  e lec t io n ?— Y es, a n d  i t  is s in g u la r  th a t  it  
is  in  effect recognised  as legal, u p  to  the  te s te  ol th e  w ri t ,  by the very  A c t  m ad e  
to p re v e n t  it.
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1661 . Supposing  any p o rt ion  of the s ta tu te  were am ended , an d  it  was made 
equally  illegal before as af te r  the  tes te  of the writ,  do you th in k  th a t  would 
have a considerab le effect ?— Yes, and  for th is  r e a s o n :  th a t  in a  g re a t  m any 
towns the par tie s  d iscon tinue open  t re a t in g  on the day on which they ap p re ­
h en d  the  writs  will issue from L o ndon , the s tr ic tes t  orders  be in g  frequently  
g iven  by the agen ts  to stop the trea t in g ,  excep t  in towns, such as C oventry , 
w here  a  p a r t icu la r  mode prevails,  o r  in Stafford, w here  all p a r tie s  openly treat.

1662 . I s  no t there  a p a r t icu la r  system  for t re a t in g  af te r  the  e lec t io n ?— In  
m any  places th e re  are t icke ts  g iven  by can d id a tes ’ agen ts  ; all the electors  who 
have voted in a p a r t icu la r  in te re s t  have  a t ick e t  ; the  su p e r io r  class a  10s. or 
15a-. ticket,  an d  the in fer ior  vo ters  a sm aller  one. I  have  kn o w n  those cashed 
repea ted ly ,  in s tead  of tak in g  the d inner.

1725. F ro m  w ha t  you have s ta ted  in a p rev ious  p a r t  o f  yo u r  exam ina tion ,  the 
C om m ittee  collect, th a t  a g re a t  deal of bribery  is g en e ra ted  by the  p ro g ress  of 
the poll ?— B y th e  p ro trac t io n  of th e  poll. I  th in k  th a t  a lm ost all the  second 
day ’s ex p en se  m ig h t  be saved, ex cep t  th a t  which is in c u r re d  in  the conveyance 
o f  voters . T h e  e x p e n d itu re  on th e  second day in  coun ties  is very often exces­
sive, the  pa r tie s  sen d in g  expresses  in the  n igh t ,  an d  chaises an d  four ; a n d  I 
have  kn o w n  a m ost  considerable  ex p e n d itu re  to ob ta in  th e  las t  few ho u rs  only 
50  or 60 votes ; I have  in c u r re d  20/. ex p en se  in  g e t t in g  a single  vote the 
second day.

1726. I s  n o t  the  know ledge  of the  s ta te  o f  th e  poll always a source of a  g rea t  
deal o f  b r ib ery  w hen the  e lection  is n e a r  r u n ? — I t  is in  towns ; I  am  n o t  aw are 
th a t  i t  is in coun ties  a t  all.

1727. In  coun ties  i t  is n o t  in  fact  kno w n  till th e  en d  o f  the  firs t d a y ? — N o ;  
in my opinion a close poll, the  secresy of the  poll,  would be very beneficial in  towns 
w here  th e re  was only a s ingle sea t  : b u t  I  should  be doubtfu l  how far i t  would be 
beneficial to k eep  the  whole sec re t  in  the  m ajo ri ty  o f  th e  towns in  E n g lan d ,  
w here  the  local r e tu rn  is of two M em bers.

1728. W h y  would you m ak e  th e  d is t in c t io n ? — T h e  n u m ero u s  body unpolled  
shou ld  have the power o f  s p l i t t in g  w here  th e re  a re  two M em b ers  an d  m ore  than  
two candida tes .

1729. S up p o s in g  the election is confined to one d a y ? — T h e  sp l i t t in g  can  take  
p lace  only by the  know ledge o f  the  p rog ress  o f  the poll. I  consider  i t  to be coiir 
s t i tu tional an d  p ro p e r  th a t  the  v o te r  should  have  the pow er o f  d iv id ing  h is  vote 
in such  cases, accord ing  to the  s ta te  of the  poll.  In  m any  cases a  very  m a te r ia l  
a l te ra t io n  would tak e  place  on  the  second day, if  the poll was sec re t  in s tead  of 
know n d u r in g  its  progress .

1730. In  p lace of es tab lish ing  a system  o f  sec re t  voting, you would be disposed 
to reco m m en d  the  an n o u n c in g  th e  s ta te  of the  poll from tim e to t im e ? — I am n o t  
p re p a re d  to ex p ress  a dec ided opinion u p o n  that .

1731. V /ould  not the effect of m a k in g  th a t  dec la ra t ion  of th e  s ta te  o f  the poll 
from  tim e  to t im e be to r e n d e r  n u g a to ry  th e  a t te m p t  to give th e  votes, secretly  ? 
— Y e s ;  the  question  re fe rs  to th e  ba l lo t ;  i f  the  ballot was es tab lished , I should 
say i t  was p re fe rab le  to dec lare  th e  poll periodically ,  th a n  to k eep  i t  sec re t  till 
the conclusion ; th a t  is, w here  two M em b ers  r e p re s e n t  a  town.

1732. C ould  you p re v e n t  a p e rso n  s tan d in g  by as ag e n t  for each o f  the par tie s ,  
w a tch in g  the  peop le  as they  gave  th e i r  vo tes  ?— I n  open  vo ting  i t  could n o t  be 
concealed  of course.

1733. W i th  re g a rd  to th e  ques tion  o f  th rea ts  an d  in t im idation ,  an d  co r ru p t  
influence of th a t  species, will you d esc r ib e  th a t  which has  come u n d e r  your 
observation  ?— T h a t  class of influence is m ost  ex tens ive ,  an d  in  m any  instances, 
of m ost pern ic ious  operation , equally  in  counties as  towns ; I believe th a t  it  
occasions a m ost  f rau d u len t  exercise of the franchise , an d  to a  very  g re a t  ex ten t .

1734. T a k e  co u n ties  in  the  first ins tance , describe the  class of persons  on 
whom it o pera tes  ?— In  counties the  sm aller  freeho lders  a re  n a tu ra l ly  very much 
u n d e r  the  influence o f  those  on whom  they  a re  d ep e n d en t  for th e ir  subsis tence, 
an d  of course the  te n a n ts  a re  ex trem ely  dependen t .

1735 . T h e  m a s te r  over the labourer ?— Y e s ,  an d  the  c le rgym en  I know  to 
have  m ost ex tens ive  influence in  m any places.

iU



95

173G. A m in is te r  over a  co n g reg a tio n ,  w h e th e r  d is se n t in g  o r  o therw ise  ?— U n ­
quest ionab ly  ; o f  course  I am  n o t  now conf in ing  m y se lf  to an y  p a r ty  allusion .

1737. T h e  c red i to r  over the  d eb to r  ?— I t  ap p l ie s  so m u ch  to the ten a n t ry  th a t  
th e  poll book is a lm ost a to p o g rap h y  o f  the  es ta tes,  a n d  i t  is i r ra t io n a l  to suppose ,  
w h a tev er  th e  reaso n ab le  o r  the  p ro p e r  influence o f  th e  lan d lo rd  over  th e  ten an try ,  
t h a t  th e ir  po litica l o p in ions  a re  so ex t re m e ly  s im ilar ,  as  in  the  case o f  30  te n a n ts  
t h a t  the  whole shall go  w ith  the  land lo rd .

1738. H a v e  you kn o w n  a  case in which, from  the  ch a n g e  o f  po li tics  on the 
p a r t  o f  th e  land lo rd ,  the  te n a n try  h av e  vo ted  d iffe ren tly  on one  e lec t io n  from  
w ha t  they d id  on the  e lec t io n  im m e d ia te ly  p re v io u s  ?— I h av e  k n o w n  th e  m ost 
re m a rk ab le  in s tan ces  ;— I have  kn o w n  a lan d lo rd  co r re sp o n d  w ith  a c a n d id a te  on 
th e  sub jec t  o f  the  co rn  law s,  a n d  I h a v e  k n o w n  h im  send  a  l is t  of th e  whole of 
his ten an ts ,  a n d  th a t  he  shou ld  co m e  witli th em  a n d  v o te  o n e  way o r  th e  o th e r ,  
acco rd in g  to the  ex p lan a t io n  he  rece ived  from th e  ca n d id a te .  I have  know n 
o th e r  re m a rk a b le  c i rc u m sta n c e s  ; I will n o t  m en tio n  n am es ,  b u t  I k n o w  th e  fact 
o f  the  r e s id e n t  a g e n t  o f  a cons iderab le  p ro p e r ty ,  the  a g e n t  b e in g  o f  a  c lass of 
p o li t ica l  o p in ion  d iffe ren t from  the  politics  o f  h is n o n -re s id e n t  m as te r ,  p ro m is in g  
all th e  vo tes o f  the  e s ta te  to a can d id a te .  1 w rote  to  L o n d o n  to  a h ig h  family to 
in fluence th is  s tew ard  the o th e r  way, a n d  the  t e n a n t s  w ere  in con seq u en ce  all 
p o lled  co n tra ry  to th e i r  o r ig ina l  p ro m ise  th ro u g h  th e  above agen t.

1739. I s  i t  a co m m o n  th in g  fo r  a c a n d id a te  to a sk  p erm iss io n  o f  a lan d lo rd  to 
c a n v ass  his t e n a n ts  ?— I t  is, o rd inar ily .  I do n o t  co n s id e r  i t  a lw ays an  ac t  of 
p ro p r ie ty  to canvass  am o n g s t  the  te n a n ts  o f  a land lo rd  on e i th e r  s ide, an d  p a r ­
t i c u la r ly  on  m y own s ide , w ith o u t  h a v in g  th e  lan d o w n e r’s leave, a n d  i t  is  a  c o m ­
m o n  p rac t ice  for us to w rite  to re q u e s t  leave  to can v ass  them .

1740. S up p o se  leave  is re fused , w h a t  w ould  be th e  com m on  p r a c t i c e ? — T h e  
co m m o n  p ra c t ic e  is to canvass  th em  w ith o u t  leave, u n less  th e re  a re  re la t io n s  with 
th e  lan d lo rd ,  w hich  m ak e  i t  an aw kw ard  m a t te r .  I kn o w  a re m a rk a b le  in s tan ce  the 
o th e r  day  o f  in t im id a t io n ,  a n d  I will m en t io n  all the  c i rc u m s ta n c e s ;  th ey  a r e  
kn o w n ,  a n d  w ere  m a t te r  o f  d iscussion  in the  coun ty . B efo re  M r.  G reg o ry  w as a d e ­
c lared  ca n d id a te  for th e  n o r th e r n  d iv is ion  o f  W a rw ic k s h i re ,  we w ere  g e t t in g  u p  a 
req u is i t io n  to h im  ; I  found  in the  r e g is te r  a new  class of elec tors ,  be tw een  the  y e a r  
1832 a n d  la s t  yea r ,  e ig h t  o r  ten  e lec to rs  who a r e  b re th r e n  o f  L o rd  L e ic e s te r ’s h o s ­
p i ta l  a t  W a r w ic k ;  they  a re  a co rp o ra t io n  in te re s te d  in  t h e i r  own founda tion  
en t i t le d  to freeho ld  votes. I p e rso n a l ly  o b ta in ed  the  s ig n a tu res  o f  th e  m ajo ri ty  to 
the  re q u is i t io n ;  I saw seven  o f  th em  s ig n ;  two I d id  n o t  Snd  a t  h o m e ;  th e y  
be longed  to w h a t  a re  called  th e  p o p u la r  p a r ty ,  the  B lue p a r ty ,  in  W arw ick ,  and  
had ,  m o s t  o f  th em , ac ted  w ith  t h a t  p a r ty .  T h e y  were p a r t ic u la r ly  in im ical to  
M r.  D u g d a le ,  because  th ey  h ap p e n e d  to have  a  t i th e  cause  w ith  h im  ; 1 s ta te  
th a t  to ac co u n t  fo r  th e i r  n a tu ra l  feeling. A  few days  before  p o l l in g  I d irec ted  
a r ra n g e m e n ts  to be m ad e  for b r in g in g  th em  u p ,  a n d  I re ce iv ed  a  l e t t e r  from th e  
in d iv id u a l  who w en t  w ith  m e to th em , s ta t in g  th a t  th ey  could  n o t  com e, because
o f  the  po litica l feeling o f -------------------------------------, w ho was re p o r te d  to h a v e  said
th a t  if  they  w en t  to vote for M r.  G re g o ry ,  h e  w ould  d is franch ise  th em , the s t a ­
tu te s  o f  the  hosp ita l  p re v e n te d  th e i r  g o in g  a m ile o r  two o u t  o f  the  town w ith o u t  
leave . I w ro te  to re m o n s tra te ,  an d  rece iv ed  an  an sw e r  th a t  th e  in d iv id u a l  had  seen
-------------- , t h a t  he  was very  dec ided , th a t  he  h ad  ta k e n  u p  a very  dec id ed  op in ion
as to the  c h u rc h  ques t ion ,  th o u g h  h e  h ad  always p rev io u s ly  ac ted  w ith  us, an d
th a t  n o th in g  cou ld  in d u ce  h im  to g ive th em  leave. I s a w ----------------------m yse lf
com e u p  w ith  som e o f  th ese  m en  in two chaises  to  C o v en try ,  a n d  poll th em  ag a in s t  
M r.  G regory ,  th o u g h  they  h a d  s igned  th e  req u is i t io n  to h i m , I  s tood  by w hile  it  
was done, an d  h e a rd  som e s t ro n g  ex c lam atio n s  a t  th e  poll u p o n  the  sub jec t by 
som e of ou r  p ar ty .  W i th  re sp e c t  to  in t im id a t io n ,  I could  h a rd ly  o v e r - ra te  the  effect 
o f  i t  ; I  will give a  p ro o f  o f  tha t .  I n  S tam ford  I  have  can v assed  th re e  tim es ; I  was 
p re s e n t  a t  M r.  T e n n y s o n ’s e lec t io n s ;  th e  no tices  to  q u i t  h a d  a m a te r ia l  effect 
u p o n  the voters ;  I  was ex t re m e ly  s t ru c k  w ith  the  fac t  o f  considerab le  n u m b ers  o f  
th e  electors vo ting  th e re  ag a in s t  th e i r  no to rious  w ishes an d  p rinc ip les .  I k e p t  a note 
book  o f  the answ ers  of a  g re a t  m ajo ri ty  o f  th e  sco t an d  lo t v o te rs  on M r .G re g o ry ’s 
canvass ,  an d  en te red  in  th is  book  the  answ ers ,  which avow ed a t  lea s t  the  des ires  
o f  tw o - th ird s  o f  the  electors .  I  can v assed  to vote w ith  the  p o p u la r  c a n d id a te ;



those  who neverthe less  re fhsed  to prom ise, s ta ted  th a t  they  m u s t  vote with the 
E x e te r  and  o ther influence, from various reasons  ; some, th a t  they  m u s t  no t offend 
th e  persons they  depended  upon ; some, th a t  they  m ust  follow those who dea lt  with 
them  ; some, th a t  they  dea lt  with o th e r  ind iv idua ls  who gave them  cred it  ; and  
I do n o t  d o u b t  th a t  u n d e r  sec re t  vo ting  these  suffrages would have been  recorded  
very  differently in d eed ;  I  am not now en te r in g  in to  the question  of expediency of 
the  two modes of voting, b u t  th a t  o f  th e  willing exercise  of the franchise  ; b u t  for 
th e  influence and  in t im ida tion ,  an d  the s in is te r  in te re sts  of various m inds, the poll 
would be exceedingly  different. W e  have  h ad  m ost re m a rk ab le  ins tances  in W a r­
wick ; shopkeepers  of a  p a r t ic u la r  class, who a re  exceedingly  d ep en d en t  on p a r ­
t icu lar  classes of society, a re  obliged to go with the  class th a t  deals w ith them. 
I have known persons  ex p ress  a m ost  anx ious desire no t to be reg is te red  both for 
coun ties  an d  towns. I k n o w  on m y  own personal know ledge a g rea t  n u m b er  of 
ten an ts  desire  no t to be reg is tered , because they knew  they should  be p laced u n ­
d e r  c ircum stances  in which they m u s t  ac t  co n tra ry  to the ir  feelings ; I know a g rea t  
deal of exclusive dea ling  has tak en  place  on both sides, for the open an d  avowed 
p u rp o se  ot in fluencing elections. I  do not confine i t  to one side.

1741. Y ou are aw are  -of th rea ts  n o t  only b e ing  m ade , b u t  ca r r ied  in to  effect ?
Yes. I know th a t  a system  of exclusive dea ling  was p ro p o sed  in  the  borough

o f  \ \  alsall, ag a in s t  M r. F os te r ,  an d  I have k n o w n  i t  ta k e  p lace  in o th e r  towns.
1742. By w hat public  evidence was th a t  notified ?— I  have seen i t  in  h a n d ­

bills, and  in public  associa tions formed for the  express  pu rpose  o f  encourag ing  
exclusive dealing.

1743. 1 he th re a t  has  n o t  b een  genera l ly  m ad e  beforehand, b u t  the p u n is h ­
m e n t  tak es  p lace  af te rw ards, in  the  way o f  w ithdraw ing  c u s to m ? — I t  is n o t  
always ca rr ied  in to  effect.

1744*. I s  i t  n o t  o iten  done by p rev ious  suggestion ,  w here  i t  is  n o t  in ten d ed  to 
be ca rr ied  in to  effect, if the p a r ty  does  n o t  a t te n d  to i t ? — Y es, I  know  this 
in te r fe ren ce  with the franchise  ex is ts  to  a n  e x t ra o rd in a ry  degree, even  am ong  
the  su p e r io r  class of shopkeepers ,  an d  in  new  boroughs, an d  I  have seen  m any 
m en  u n d e r  c ircum stances  of very g re a t  d is tress  indeed  ; ve ry  public  sp ir i ted  
m en , in  a rem ark ab le  m an n er ,  even in B irm ingham , w here  th e re  a re  upw ards  of 
4 ,000  electors, to r tu re d  as to th e i r  votes. A very  p u b lic -sp ir i ted  m an  th e re  has 
com e to m e a n d  said, th o u g h  I  k n ew  his l ibera l op inions, th a t  he  was so and  
so connected  w ith  various classes of d ifferent politica l m en ; th a t  he  really  felt 
th e  possession o f  th e  franch ise  a  nu isance  to h im ;  th a t  h e  h a rd ly  k n ew  how to 
vote ; an d  I k n o w  electors  o ften tim es seriously  in ju re  them selves  by the ir  
voting.

1745. H a v e  you know n th a t  on b o th  s id e s ? — Y e s ;  th e re  is an o th e r  large 
class who m ig h t  by th e ir  votes influence the  re tu rn s ,  whom both  sides p re v e n t  
from  polling. Som etim es, i f  p a r tie s  find they  can n o t  g e t  an e lec to r to prom ise 
to vote for them , they  g e t  th e  m an  to go o u t  o f  the  town. I  have  seen  b ribery  
o f  vo ters  to go o u t  of the town, th a t  they m ig h t  n o t  vote aga ins t  a p a r ty  ; and  
in close ru n  elections, m an y  M em b ers  of the  C om m ittee  m u s t  know, th a t  a 
com m on object o f  the  e le c t io n e e re d  is thus  to p re v e n t  ce r ta in  people  from 
vo ting , an d  th a t  an  e lection  is o f ten  won by p rev a il in g  up o n  electors  no t to 
vote. (p p .  94, 95, 100— 102.)

M r.  O w e n  O w e n  R o b e r t s , D enbigh County.

1968. A t  the e lection  of 1832, were any  th rea ts  he ld  o u t  to the  ten an ts  to y o u r  
k n o w led g e  ? —T h ere  were.

1966. W h a t  was the  n a tu re  o f  th e  th rea ts  ?— 1To tu rn  th em  ou t o f  th e ir  farms 
unless  they voted  for a  ce r ta in  candidate.

1970. I n  w h a t  m a n n e r  did th a t  com e to y o u r  know ledge  ?— I  saw a le t te r  to 
one  ten an t ,  an d  had  the te n a n t ’s own dec lara tion  also.

1971. W h a t  was the  n a tu re  o f  th e  le t te r  ?— S ta t in g  th a t  un less  he  voted in
such  a  way, he should  n o t  hold the  fields, which w e r e -------------------------which
w ere  n e a r  -------------- .
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1972. From whom was the letter?— From the landlord to his tenant.
1973. W as  th a t  a  s ing le  in s tan ce ,  o r  do you  know  o f  m ore  ?— I k n o w  o f  a * re a t  

n u m b e r  m ore , b u t  n o t  so d is t inc t.
1974. I n  w h a t  sh ap e  were th e y  ?— T h e r e  was o n e  m an  who possessed  ex tens iv«  

p ro p e r ty  m  th e  c o u n ty  o f  D e n b ig h ,  w ho lost a fa rm  th a t  he  held  u p o n  w hich  h e  
had la id  ou t a g r e a t  dea l o f  m o n ey  ; he  lost h is  fa rm  a n d  was tu r n e d  o u t  o f  i t  in  
consequence  o f  re fus ing  to  vote  as  h is  lan d lo rd  w ished.

1975. W as  h e  tu rn e d  o u t  in  consequence  o f  h a v in g  re fused  to vo te  in  acco r­
d ance  w ith  the re q u es t  o f  h is  lan d lo rd  ?— Y es, he  s ta ted  th a t  h im se l f  to me.

1976. W as th a t  a t  the  la s t  e lec tion  ?— N o , th e  la s t  b u t  one.
1977. H o w  d id  t h a t  p e rso n  vote a f te r  he  h a d  been  tu rn e d  o u t  o f  h is  fa rm  a t  th e

la s t  e lection ? H e  vo ted  for th e  ca n d id a te  w hom  he  w ished to h av e  su p p o r te d  th e  
t im e  before. r r

1978. D o  you  k n o w  o f  a n y  o th e r  in s tan ce  ?— T h e r e  a re  th e  in s tan ce s  o f  the
-------------- p ro p e r ty  ; they  w ere  ev e ry  one  o f  th e m  a t t e m p te d  to be in d u c e d  to v o te
for a  c e r ta in  ca n d id a te  a t  a  fo rm e r  e lec tion , b u t  th ey  re fu sed  to do so ; th e re  a re  
ab o u t  th i r ty  o f  th em , I th in k ;  fea r in g  th e  th re a t s  w ould  be c a r r ie d  in to  effect
a f te r  the  ex am p le  ot M r . ----------------------------- , th e  g e n t le m a n  w ho was tu rn e d  o u t |
th e y  becam e a la rm ed ,  an d  ev e ry  o n e  o f  th o se  te n a n ts  vo ted  fo r  th e  ca n d id a te  
ad v e rse  to  th e  one they  vo ted  for before.

1979. I s  th a t  on th e  p ro p e r ty  o f  the  s am e  g en t lem an  as M r .  ■ he ld  h is
fa rm ?— N o , a n o th e r  es ta te .

1980. A re  you  a c q u a in ted  w ith  a n y  o f  th e  fa rm ers  u p o n  th e  e s ta te  you m e n ­
t io n ? — I  am .

1981. D o  you  freq u en t ly  a t t e n d  th em  professionally  ?— N o ,  th e y  w ere  too  fa r  
off ; b u t  I know  th e m  well.

1982. A r e  you  a c q u a in ted  w ith  th e i r  po li tica l  s e n t im e n ts  ?— I  am .
1983. D id  they  tell you i t  was in  con seq u en ce  o f  th e  a p p r e h e n s io n s th e y  h ad ,  by

reaso n  o f  M r.  h a v in g  been  tu r n e d  out,  th a t  th e y  w ere  in d u c e d  to  vot«
a t  th e  List e lection  c o n t ra ry  to th e i r  in c l in a t io n s  ?— S evera l  o f  th e m  d id  ; i t  was 
n question  th a t  exc ited  g r e a t  in t e re s t  th ro u g h o u t  th e  whole county .

1984. A re  you, in  th e  course  o f  y o u r  p ro fess ional  p ra c t ic e ,  a c q u a in ted  w ith  th e  
o p in ions  a n d  feelings o f  m an y  o f  th e  fa rm ers  in  th e  co u n ty  ?— Yes, as well as  an y  
p e rso n  can  be.

1985. D o  you k n o w  m an y  in s tan ce s  o f  m e n  w hose  p o li t ica l  o p in io n s  you  a r e  
a cq u a in ted  w ith  in  th a t  c lass, v o t in g  c o n t ra ry  to th e i r  po li tica l  o p in io n s ? — I do.

1986. H a v e  you ev e r  co n v e rsed  w ith  those  m e n  up o n  th e  su b je c t? — I  have .
1987. H a v e  th ey  g iv en  an y  re a so n  for d e p a r t in g  from  th e i r  po li tica l  o p in ions  ? 

— Y es ; th a t  they  w ere  afra id  e i th e r  o f  t h e i r  lan d lo rd s  o r  som e o th e r  persons.
1988. W h a t  class o f  m e n  do you  m ean  b v  “  o th e r  p e rso n s  ?” — A tto rn ie s .
1989. T h e  a g e n ts ? — Y e s ,  th e  agen ts .
1990. T h e  ag en ts  for th e  la n d lo rd s ? — Y e s .
1991. I s  there any source o f  power which you  have heard alluded to, as p o s­

sessed by the attornies, which you conceive  the attornies to exercise over the  
tenants ?— O f course, when they  have deeds in  their possession, or owe them  
money. ~  - F

1992. H a v e  you ever known instances o f  persons a lleg ing  the power which  
particular attornies have over them as a reason for their votes ?— I do know them  
well.

1993. D o  th e y  n o t  g en e ra l ly  owe th em  m o n ey  ?— T h e y  g en e ra l ly  do  ; th e re  is 
one a t to rn e y  who is a g e n t  for a lm o s t  all th e  g r e a t  p o li t ica l  fam ilies  in  th e  co u n try
of ce r ta in  politics ,  a n d  he  w a s ----------------------------- w ho tu r n e d  M r . ----------------
out,  an d  th e  effect o f  th a t  e x a m p le  was t re m e n d o u s  th ro u g h o u t  th e  whole 
coun try .

1994. Y o u  are a m edica l m an  ?— 1 am.
1995. H a v e  n o t  m edica l m en  a good  dea l of in fluence am o n g  th e i r  p a t ie n ts  ?—

I do n o t  know  ; I n ev e r  fancied  I h a d  any .
• 1996. A re  n o t  yo u r  p a t ie n ts  a g r e a t  m a n y  o f  th em , o f  the  p o o re r  classes, con-

i
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s id e ra b ly  in  d eb t  to you ?— N o , I  seldom have  book debts, I  generally  ge t  p ay m en t
a t  once . r  . >

1997. W h e n  th e  m en  o n -------------- p ro p e r ty  gave reasons  lor  n o t  voting, did
you a sk  th em  the reason ; were you n o t  d iscussing  with th em  up o n  the subject 
why th e y  h a d  n o t  voted  ?— I do no t k n o w  how  the  conversa tion  com m enced , b u t
i t  was a no to rious  th ing ,  kn o w n  to ev e ry  body.

1998. W e re  any  of th e  p ersons  d irec tly  o r  ind irec tly  u n d e r  your influence
N o t  th e  sl ightest.

1999. N o n e  owed you m o n e y ? — N o n e ,  of the  ---------------tenan ts .  _
2000. A re  you n o t  in  the  h ab i t  of ta lk in g  politics w ith  your  acquain tance ?—

Y e rv  often.
2001. Y o u  say th a t  th ere  were m any  persons  who voted  differently to w ha t they

did  a t  the  form er election ?— Y es.  ̂ ^  f
2002. C an you nam e any  one indiv idual ?— -------- ---- ot —  .
2003. D id  he vote on th e  o th e r  side a t  th e  la s t  e lec tion  . Y es ,  a n d  all the

te n a n ts  on  the  estate .  ,
2004. D id  he  tell  you h e  changed  on th a t  a c c o u n t? — H e  sa id  he  was obliged

to do so.
2 0 0 5 .  Did he tell you that h im self?—Yes.
2006 W h a t  did h e  te ll  you ?— H e  said  he  h o p ed  h e  should  soon see the ballot, 

i n  o rd e r  to p ro te c t  h im  an d  o thers  in  w ha t  th ey  d id , from  being  com pelled  so to
Q Q  t

2 0 0 7 .  W a s  t h a t  t h e  s u b s t a n c e  o f  i t ? — Y e s .
2008. Y o u  said  all th e  ten an ts  on one  es ta te  vo ted  differently  a t  the  la s t  e lec­

t io n  to the  way th ey  vo ted  before ?— Y es.
2009. W h a t  d id  you say was the  reason  for th e i r  do ing  so . I  h a t  they  were

afraid of be in g  tu rn e d  o u t  of th e i r  fa rm s in  th e  way M r .  —  —  was.
2010. D i ' i  they  vote  c o n t ra ry  to the  wishes o f  th e ir  lan d lo rd  a t  the  p rev ious

e lec t io n ?— T h e y  did. , .
2011. W e re  they  tu rn e d  out on  th a t  occasion ?— N o  ; M r .  - -----------had  been

tu rn e d  out, an d  i t  was a  spec im en  of w ha t  would be done, an d  they were afraid ot 
be in g  tu rn e d  o u t  in  th e  sam e way.

2012. By w h o m ? — B y the  landlord .
2013. T h e n  you th in k  all land lo rds are a l ik e ? — N o ,  I  do not.
2014. \ r e y o u  p re p a re d  to say th a t  those ten an ts  on  th a t  p a r t icu la r  estate  were 

d irec t ly  th rea ten ed  by th e ir  lan d lo rd s  to be  tu rn e d  o u t  if  they d id  n o t  vote a t  the 
n e x t  election ?— I have  no  d o u b t  in  m y  own m in d  th a t  th a t  was the case.

2015 A n d  th e  reaso n  o f  th e i r  n o t  b e in g  tu r n e d  o u t  w as ,  h a v in g  v o ted  
a c c o rd in g  to  th e i r  in c l in a t io n s  a t  th e  fo r m e r  e lec t io n  ?— N o ,  t h a t  w as n o t  th e

* 0 2O°16 H a d  a n y  c h a n g e  ta k e n  p lace  b e tw e e n  th e  tw o  e lec t io n s  ?— T h e r e  h ad .
2017. W e re  th e  la n d lo rd s  o f  d if fe ren t  p o l i t ic s?— I b e l iev e  th e y  w e re  th e  

s am e  po li t ic s ,  b u t  t h e r e  w as  som e d is p u te  b e tw e e n  th e  la n d e d  p ro p r ie to r s  a t
t h e  t im e  o f  t h e  fo r m e r  e lec tion .

2018 W as  th e  sam e g e n t le m a n  a g e n t  to  b o th  those  la n d lo rd s  . 1 th in k  not.
2019 H a v e  you n o t  k n o w n ,  in y o u r  p o li t ica l  e x p e r ie n c e ,  p e rso n s  ch a n g in g  

t h e i r  po li tica l  s e n t im e n ts  w i th o u t  th e  fo rc e  o f  in t im id a t io n  an d  b r ib e ry  b e ing  
p ra c t i s e d  on th em  ?— I  k n o w  m an y  in s tan ce s  o f  t h a t  b e ing  th e  case  b u t  th ese  
a r e  in s tances  in w h ich  th e y  p ro fessed  th e  sam e  p r in c ip le s ,  a n d  v o ted  c o n t ra ry

* ° 2020 D o I  u n d e r s ta n d  y o u r  a n s w e r  to  be ,  t h a t  th e s e  p eo p le  th o u g h t  th ey  
w e re  voting  fo r  th e  sam e p r in c ip le s  as th e y  d id  on th e  fo rm e r  occas ion  ? - N o  
q u i te  th e  c o n t ra ry  ; th e y  w e re  p e rso n s  ot good e d u c a t io n ,  a n d  n o t  so ig n o ran t
ciS tl lc l t

2021*. D id  they k now  they w ere  giv ing  a  different v o te  to w hat they gave

1 6 2 0 2 2  " H a v e  von  not know n instances o f  persons changing their political 
opinions w ithout the influence o f  intimidation or bribery being used ? - I  have
n o t  th e  leas t  d o u b t  th e r e  a r e  m an y  cases.

2023. D o  you not know to a  perfect certa in ty ,  that som e o f  these peisons



changed  their m ode o f  voting in con seq u en ce  o f  being under apprehension  i f  
they  did not do so, o f  having their sins v isited  upon their  heads by th en  
landlords ?— M ost certainly.

2024. H a d  you  an y  co n v e rsa t io n  w i th  th o se  p e rso n s  b y  w h ic h  y o u  w e re  led  
to  b e l iev e  by th e m ,  th a t  th o u g h  th e y  h a d  c h a n g e d  t h e i r  v o te s  th e y  h a d  n o t  
c h a n g e d  th e i r  o p in io n s ? — C erta in ly .

2025. Y o u  say  th e r e  w as  a n e w  la n d lo rd  ?— Y es.
202(3. H a d  he  m a d e  a n y  a p p l ic a t io n  to  th e m  to v o te ? — U n d o u b te d ly ,  th e  

o rd e r s  th e y  re c e iv e d  w e re  f r o m -------------- .
2027. A n d  n o t  f rom  --------------?— I d o  n o t  k n o w  w h e th e r  d i r e c t  f ro m   

--------------o r ---------------- . I  p r e s u m e -----------  d o es  n o th in g  in  th e se  m a t t e r s  b u t
w h a t --------------  au th o r iz es .

2028. Y ou do  n o t  k n o w  p o s i t ive ly  w h e th e r  th e y  re c e iv e d  o rd e r s  o r  n o t ? — I  
h a v e  only  t h e i r  d e c la ra t io n  fo r  it.

2029. D id  th e y  tell  you  th e y  r e c e iv e d  o rd e r s  to v o te  fo r  a p a r t i c u l a r  c a n d i ­
d a t e  ?— T h e y  d id ,  som e o f  th em .

2030. D i d ---------- te l l  you  so ?— H e  d id  n o t  ; b u t  h e  sa id  he  w as c o m p e l le d  to
do  it.

2049 . Y o u  m e n t io n e d  th e  in s ta n c e  o f -------------- , w h o  o c c u p ie d  a c c o m m o d a ­
tion  lan d  t h a t  was n e a r ---------------- ?— Yes.

2050. W a s  -------------- a  m a n  o f  p r o p e r ty  ?— N o ,  ----------------  w a s  th e  m a n  o f
p ro p e rty .

2051. I  am  s p e a k in g  o f  th e  m a n  w h o  w as tu r n e d  o u t  o f  th e  a c c o m m o d a t io n  
la n d s ? — H e  w as  t h r e a t e n e d  to  be  t u r n e d  out.

2052. C an  y o u  g ive  som e o th e r  in s ta n c e s  o f  p e r s o n s  b e in g  t u r n e d  o u t  in a  
s im ila r  w a y ? — I w a s  a t  th e  C a r n a rv o n  e lec t io n ,  a n d  I  co u ld  on ly  g e t  t h e r e  on  
t h e  po ll ing  day .

2053. Y o u  say  o n e  in s ta n c e  w a s  q u i te  e n o u g h  to in t im id a te  th e  w ho le  c o u n ty  
o f  D e n b ig h  ?—  Yes, a n d  I th in k  i t  v e ry  l ik e ly  to  do  so w h e n  t h e r e  w as  a  g e n ­
t le m a n  o f  400/. o r  500/.  a  y e a r  t u r n e d  o u t  o f  his fa rm .

2054. You said  y o u  d id  n o t  k n o w  w h e th e r  th a t  g e n t le m a n  w a s  a g e n t  fo r  th e
n e w  l a n d l o r d -------------- ?— N o ,  I am  n o t  t a lk in g  o f  th e  sa m e  perso n .

2055. M r . --------------  w a s  t h e  t e n a n t  o f  a g e n t l e m a n  w h o  h a d  a  p a r t i c u la r
a g e n t ,  a n d  you  say his b e in g  tu r n e d  o u t  o f  his f a rm  te r r if ied  th e  w h o le  c o u n ty  
o f  D e n b ig h ,  b e c a u se  th e  g e n t l e m a n ’s a g e n t  fo r  t h a t  p r o p e r ty  w as  a g e n t  fo r  
o th e r  p r o p e r ty  ?— I sa id  th e  s am e  g e n t l e m a n  w as  th e  g e n e ra l  law  a g e n t  o f  m ost  
o f  th e  g r e a t  lan d e d  p r o p r ie to r s  o f  t h a t  p a r t  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y ,  o f  a  c e r t a in  p o l i ­
t ic a l  p a r ty .

205G. T h e n  h e  w a s  n o t  th e  la w  a g e n t  o f  th e  g e n t le m a n  w h o  o w n e d -------------- -
p r o p e r t y  ?— N o.

2057 . D id  M r . -------------- te l l  y o u  h im s e l f  t h a t  h e  w as  tu r n e d  o u t  fo r  v o t in g  ?
— H e  d id ,  fo r n o t  vo ting .

2058. H a d  h e  i t  in  b lack  a n d  w h i te  t h a t  t h a t  w as  th e  reason  a s s ig n ed  ?— I
d o  n o t  k n o w  th a t .  M r . -------------- w a s  a  r e s p e c ta b le  m an ,  a n d  h e  w o u ld  n o t
h a v e  s ta t e d  a  th in g  o f  th e  k in d  i f  i t  w e r e  n o t  so, a n d  e v e ry  bo d y  b e l iev e s  i t  
to  h a v e  b e e n  so.

2059. A t  all e v e n ts  it  w a s  n o t  an  a c t  o f  g ross  o p p re s s io n ,  a s  th e  m an  w as  a  
m an  o f  p r o p e r t y ? — I th in k  th e  in ju s t ic e  is th e  sam e ,  a n d  i t  is n o t  less a n  in ju s ­
t ic e  b e c a u s e  a  m a n  c a n  affo rd  it.

2060. T h is  g e n t l e m a n ’s b e in g  tu r n e d  o u t  o f  his f a rm  w a s  a  loss to  h im ? —  
Y e s ,  a g r e a t  loss.

2061. A n d  his b e in g  ab le  to  b e a r  t h a t  loss w a s  m e re ly  h is  good  f o r tu n e ? —  
Y es.

2002. W a s  h is  la n d lo rd  a  go o d  l a n d lo r d ? — Y es, in  e v e ry  r e s p e c t  e x c e p t  
p o li t ic s .

20G3. W a s  h e  a good  la n d lo rd  o r  n o t  ?— I  b e l iev e  h e  w as, I a lw a y s  h e a rd  
h im  w ell  sp o k en  of.

2064. H a d --------------  la id  o u t  a n y  m o n e y  on  th e  f a rm  from  w h ich  he  w as
t u r n e d  o u t ? — A g re a t  d e a l ;  h e  w as  o b l ig ed  to  b u ild  a  n e w  h o u se  fo r  h im s e l f  
u p o n  his ow n  land.
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2065. H e  was a  f reeh o ld e r ,  a n d  h a d  som e lan d  o f  his ow n  in th e  co u n ty  ? — 
Y es o f  th e  value  o f  400/. o r  500/. a -y ear .

20G6. W as  th e  tu rn in g  o u t  o f  so good a  t e n a n t  b y  th e  lan d lo rd  co n s id e red  a  
suffic ien t a n s w e r  to  th e  a l lega tion  so f req u en t ly  m ad e ,  t h a t  a  lan d lo rd  n ev e r  
tu rn s  a  good t e n a n t  o u t? — C erta in ly .

2067. D id  he  c h o o s e -------------- as  a  perso n  to  t u r n  out,  in o rd e r  th a t  h e  m ig h t
h a v e  a  m an  ab le  to b e a r  i t ? — I  do  n o t  th in k  h e  d id  ; b u t  i t  w as  p e rh a p s  by 
w ay  o f  m ak in g  a n  ex a m p le  to  o th e rs  of w h a t  th e y  w e re  to  e x p e c t  i f  th ey  a c te d  
in th e  sam e w ay  w h en  th e y  saw  a  r ic h  m an  so t r e a te d .

2068. D id  the  lan d lo rd s  in th e  w ho le  c o u n ty  o f  D e n b ig h  m e e t  to g e th e r  for 
t h e  p u rp o se  o f  choosing  a  perso n  to  m a k e  a  fit ex a m p le  o f ? — I c a n n o t  say 
th a t ,  b u t  lan d lo rd s  m e e t  som etim es  fo r v e ry  cu r io u s  p u rp o se s .  I  can  m en tion  
o th e r  in s tan ce s  w h ich  to o k  p lace  a f t e r  th e  las t  C a rn a rv o n  b o ro u g h  e lec t io u  
b u t  two.

2069. W h o  wTe re  th e  c a n d id a te s  ?— Sir C h ar les  P a g e t  a n d  M r .  O rm s b y  G o re .  
T h e r e  w'ere th re e  perso n s  a t  t h a t  t im e  th a t  v o te d ,  a n d  th e i r  lan d lo rd s  w e re  n o t  
a w a r e  th a t  th e y  w e re  b u rg e sse s ,  b u t  th e y  vo ted  fo r  S ir  C harles  P a g e t ,  an d  th ey  
h a d  n o t ic e  to q u i t  th e i r  fa rm s, th o u g h  th e y  w e re  not. su b seq u e n tly  tu rn e d  o u t .

2070. D o  you  k n o w  ho w  th e  m en  vo ted  a t  th e  n e x t  e le c t io n ? — T h e y  w e re  
d is f ra n ch ised  a t  th e  n e x t  e lec t ion .  A s t ro n g  r e m o n s t r a n c e  w as  m a d e  to th e  
g e n t le m a n  up o n  th e  in ju s t ic e  o f  his t r e a t in g  his t e n a n t s  so, w h e n  he n e v e r  le t  
th e m  k n o w  w h a t  his po litica l o p in ions  w e re  h im se lf ,  o r  his bias.

2071. W h o  m a d e  th e  r e m o n s t r a n c e ? — I d id ,  by le t te r .
2072. T o  w h o m  d id  you  w r i te  ?— T o  th e  lan d lo rd .
2073. W h a t  a n sw e r  d id  you  re ce iv e  from  th e  la n d lo rd  ?— I  n e v e r  r e c e iv e d  

a n y  a n s w e r  from  th e  lan d lo rd ,  b u t  t h e  te n a n ts  in fo rm e d  m e  th e y  w e re  a llow ed  
to  s to p  on th e i r  farm s.

2074. D id  you  see  t h e  n o t ice  to  q u i t  from  th e  lan d lo rd ?— I  d id  not.
2075. W h a t  in d u c e d  you  to w r i te  th e  l e t t e r  o f  r e m o n s t r a n c e ? — F ro m  th e  

a p p l ic a t io n  o f  th e  m en  to me.
2076. D id  you  c o n s id e r  t h a t  w as  a  case  o f  in t im id a t io n  ?— I t  w as d e c id e d ly  

so ; i t  w as a  th r e a t ,  th o u g h  i t  s e e m e d  to h av e  a  r e t ro s p e c t iv e  effect.
2077. D id  th e  lan d lo rd  in te r f e r e  w i th  th em  b e fo re  th e  e le c t io n ? — N o ,  h e  d id  

n o t  k n o w  th ey  w e re  vo te rs .
2078. I s  t h e r e  a n y  m e a n s  w h ich  you  can  su g g e s t  to  th e  C o m m it te e  fo r  p u t t in g  

a  s to p  to  th e  p ra c t ic e s  o f  w h ich  you s ta te  y o u r  f r ie n d s  com pla in  ?— I  th in k  
th e  on ly  e f fec tu a l  m o d e  to  p r e v e n t  th e  in t im id a t io n  w ould  b e  t h e  ballot.

2079. W as  th a t  a lw ay s  y o u r  op in ion  ?— N o , i t  W'as n o t  j I  w as o p p o sed  to it  
till I  saw  w h a t  took  p lace  a t  th e  las t  e lec t io n .

2080. D o  y o u  th in k  th e r e  a r e  m a n y  persons  o f  th e  class you  a l lu d e  to ,  w h o  
e n te r t a in  th e  sam e  opin ion  th a t  you nowr e n te r t a in  up o n  th e  s u b je c t  ?— I t  has  
b ec o m e  very  g e n e ra l  th ro u g h  th e  c o u n t ry  s in ce  th e  la s t  tw o  elec tions.

2081. D o  t a n n e r s  ta lk  a b o u t  i t ? — Y es,  fa rm e rs  as  w ell as  vo te rs  fo r  bo ­
ro u g h s  ; i t  is g en e ra l ly  ca lled  fo r  th ro u g h o u t  th e  p a r t  o f  th e  p r in c ip a l i ty  w ith  
w h ic h  I am  in t im a te  ; i n d e p e n d e n t  o f  t h a t ,  I  th in k  i t  w ould  be  req u is i te ,  for 
th e  p re v e n t io n  o f  th e  p ra c t ic e s  o f  c o r ru p t io n  as w ell as  in t im id a t io n ,  th a t  
som e m ean s  should  be ta k e n  th a t  e v e ry  c a n d id a te  sho u ld  m ak e  a  s ta t e m e n t  o r  
t a k e  an  o a th  th a t  h e  w ould  n o t  m a k e  an y  use  o f  an y  m e a n s  o f  in t im id a t io n  o r  
c o r ru p t io n ,  o r  p ay  an y  m o re  th a n  th e  legal e x p e n se s  o f  th e  e lec t io n ,  a n d  th a t  
t h e  a m o u n t  should  be filed in th e  s a m e  w ay  as his qualif ica tion  befo re  th e  
M e m b e r  to o k  his s e a t ;  a n d  th a t  he w ou ld  n o t ,  d i re c t ly  o r  in d i r e c t ly ,  p ay  an y  
m o re  th a n  is c o n ta in e d  in th e  a c c o u n t  filed.

209 5 .  I n  can v ass in g  b o ro u g h s  a n d  co u n t ie s ,  h a v e  you n o t  o b s e rv e d  t h a t  a 
g r e a t  m an y  p ersons  h av e  k e p t  th e i r  in ten t io n s  s e c r e t  till t h e  la s t  m o m e n t? — 
A g r e a t  n u m b e r .

209 6 .  W ith  w h a t  in ten t io n  do th ey  k e e p  th e i r  vo tes  s e c r e t  till th e  la s t  m o ­
m e n t? — In  som e cases  to  avo id  in t im id a t io n ;  w h e n  th e y  h a v e  b e e n  canvassed  
th e y  o ften  s t a t e  w e a r e  an x io u s  to  vo te , b u t  w e a r e  a f ra id .

2097 . I f  th e r e  a r e  persons  w ho d o  co n cea l  th e i r  vo tes  fo r  som e t im e  up to 
t h e  p e r io d  w h e n  th e  poll co m m en c es ,  do  y o u  n o t  im ag in e  th a t  from  th e  sam e
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m o tiv e  th o se  p e rso n s  will  t a k e  e q u a l  p a in s  to  c o n c e a l  t h e i r  v o te s  a f t e r  the  
p o l l in g  ta k e s  p la c e ? — M o st  u n d o u b te d ly  th e y  w o u ld ,  i f  th e  ba l lo t  to o k  p lace ,  
( p p .  110, 111, 114, 117, 119.)

M r. T . EdgW ORTH, D enbigh County.

3114. W e r e  an y  t e n a n t s  w h o  v o te d  c o n t r a r y  to  th e  w ish es  o f  t h e i r  l a n d ­
lo rd s  e j e c te d  by  th e m  o r  p u n is h e d  by th e m  in a n y  w a y ? — N o  ; I know' o f  no 
in s ta n c e  in t h e  c o u n ty  o f  a t e n a n t  su ffe r in g  f ro m  h a v in g  v o ted  c o n t r a r y  to  his 
l a n d lo rd ’s w ishes ,  b u t  I  k n o w  s c a rc e ly  a n y  in s ta n c e  o f  a  t e n a n t  h a v in g  vo ted  
c o n t r a r y  to  his l a n d lo rd ’s w ishes.

3115. A m o n g  th e  a g r ic u l tu r a l  t e n a n t s ,  y o u  a r e  n o t  a w a r e  o f  an y  t e n a n t  
h a v in g  su ffe red  fo r  h a v in g  v o te d  c o n t r a r y  to his l a n d lo r d ’s w ish e s? — No.

3116. B u t  y o u  a r e  also n o t  a w a r e  o f  a n y  a g r ic u l tu r a l  t e n a n t  h a v in g  v o ted  
a g a in s t  his l a n d lo rd ’s w ish e s? — I c a n n o t  now b r in g  to  m in d  a n y  case .

3118. D id  n o t  you  m en t io n  th e  ca se  o f  a  sm all l a b o u r in g  m a n  w ho , in c o n ­
s e q u e n c e  o f  h a v in g  v o te d  for M r .  , h a d  b e e n  d ism issed  from  his e m ­
p lo y m e n t? — Y e s ,  b u t  h e  w as  n o t  a  t e n a n t ,  i t  w as  his ow n  f reeh o ld  t h a t  he  
v o te d  for. I t  is s e t  d o w n  as a g e n e ra l  p r in c ip le ,  th a t  th e  t e n a n t s  v o te  a c c o r d ­
in g  to t h e i r  l a n d lo rd s ’ w is h e s ;  t h e r e  w a s  a  g r e a t  d if fe re n c e  in th e  n u m b e rs  in 
o n e  o f  th e  po ll ing  d i s t r ic t s  a t  t h e  las t  c o n te s t  f ro m  th e  o n e  in 1832. I a s k e d
th e  p rofess ional  a g e n t  w h a t  w as  th e  reason  o f  th e  d i f f e r e n c e :  “  W h y ,”  he
s a id ,  “  su ch  a n d  s u c h  a p r o p e r ty  h a s  b e e n  sold s in c e  th e  la s t  e le c t io n ,  a n d  th e  
p e rso n  w h o  has b o u g h t  it  is o f  d i f fe re n t  po l i t ic s  f ro m  th e  o n e  th a t  o w n e d  i t  
b e fo re ,  a n d  t h e r e  a r e  14 v otes  t h e r e .”

3 118*  W e r e  th e y  th e  sa m e  in d iv id u a l  t e n a n t s ? — I b e l iev e  th e y  w e r e ;  h e  
d id  n o t  m e n t io n  th a t  th e r e  h a d  b e e n  a n y  c h a n g e  in t h e  t e n a n t r y .

3120. Y o u  a r e  u n d e r s to o d  to  say  th a t  th is  m o d e  o f  e x e rc i s in g  in f lu en ce  is 
t h e  u n ifo rm  p r a c t i c e  o f  th e  c o u n t r y ;  t h a t  i t  is n o t  co n f in ed  to a n y  p a r t i c u la r  
c lass o f  p o l i t ic ia n s ,  b u t  t h a t  i t  is u n iv e r s a l  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  c o u n t r y  on  bo th  
s ides  ?— Yes.

3121. Y o u  do  n o t  m ean  to th row  i t  u p o n  th e  o n e  s ide  m o re  th a n  th e  o th e r  ?—
N o ;  I th o u g h t  it  r ig h t  to m e n t io n  th e  las t  case o f  -------------- , to  show th a t  I  do
n o t  wish to ca s t  a sp e rs io n s  u p o n  one  s ide  m o re  th a n  the  o th e r  ; 1 d a re  say h ad  
th e re  been  m o re  W h ig  la n d lo rd s  in  th e  n e ig h b o u rh o o d  o f  W r e x h a m ,  influence 
would have  b een  ex e rc ised  on th e i r  p a r t .

3122. U p o n  w h ichever  s ide  th e  o w n e r  o f  th e  p ro p e r ty  is, u p o n  th a t  s ide  you 
ca lcu la te  th a t  th e  vo tes o f  the  te n a n ts  will go  ?— Yes.

3123. I n  g en e ra l ,  a m o n g  a  te n a n try ,  is  th e re  an y  s t ro n g  po litica l  fee ling  ; a re  
n o t  a g r e a t  m an y  o f  th em  d iv es ted  o f  po li tica l  o p in io n s  a l to g e th e r ? — I th in k  a 
g re a t  m an y  o f  th em  h av e  a  po li tica l  feeling.

3124. A re  th e re  n o t  a g re a t  m an y  th a t  h av e  n o t ? — Yes.
3125. D o  you n o t  co n s id e r  th a t  a m o n g  the  ag r ic u l tu r is ts  o f  D e n b ig h sh i re ,  the  

m ajo r i ty  a re  a l to g e th er  d iv es ted  of po li tica l  feelings ?— I t  is a  difficult ques tion  
to a n s w e r  a t  once, b u t  I do  n o t  th in k  it is so.

3126. I s  n o t  i t  possib le  t h a t  th ey  m ay have  a confidence in  t h e i r  l a n d lo rd ’s 
po litica l  op in ion  r a th e r  th a n  th e i r  o w n ? — N o ;  I h av e  been  o u t  w ith  M r .  B id -  
d u lp h  canvass ing ,  a n d  h e  has  h ad  m an y  an sw ers  such  as th is ,  “  I  c a n n o t  vo te  for 
“  you , m y  lan d lo rd  is on  th e  o th e r  side, b u t  I wish you  ev e ry  success .”

3127. M ig h t  n o t  th a t  be from  c o u r te sy ?— N o ;  i t  was sa id  in  a  d iffe ren t 
m a n n e r  ; I was a sk e d  w h e th e r  the  vo tes  o f  th e  te n a n ts  h a d  been  ch an g ed  in  
consequence  o f  the  politics  o f  th e i r  land lo rds .  I can  m en t io n  a case in  which 
the ten an try  o f  a la rg e  p ro p e r ty ,  in  th e  y e a r  1832, vo ted  for th e  H o n o u ra b le  M r.  
K enyon , whose po li tics  w ere  opposed  to  M r .  B id d u lp h  ; th e i r  lan d lo rd  is a r e la ­
tive of M r. K en y o n ,  th o u g h  his p r in c ip le s  a re  n o t  s im ila r  to his , b u t  in  th is  la s t  
ins tance ,  M r.  K en y o n  n o t  h a v in g  becom e a can d id a te ,  all those  te n a n ts  vo ted  fo r  
M r.  B iddu lph  by th e  wish o f  th e i r  lan d lo rd ,  a n d  i t  m ade  a  v e ry  g r e a t  ch a n g e  in  
the votes, a n d  n o t  only th e  ten an ts ,  b u t  the  t e n a n t s ’ f r iends  a n d  re la tives ,  th o se  
w hom  the ten an ts  could  influence.



3157.  Has Sir W atkin a great many tenants in the county?— In one part o f
the coun ty  he  has  m any  tenan ts .

3158. H a v e  those ten an ts  been  long  u p o n  th e  la n d ? — Y e s  ; S ir  W a tk in  is a 
very  good land lo rd .

3159. D o  n o t  you th in k  i t  is possible  th a t  m any  of those  ten an ts  a re  induced  
from  m otives  of g ra ti tu d e  an d  good feeling  to vote  a c c o rd in g  to the  wishes of 
th e ir  land lo rd  ?— T h e  bu lk  of h is  ten an try  res ide  w ith in  a sh o r t  d is tance of M r. 
B id d u lp h ’s res idence ; they  would have been  as desirous o f  p leas ing  h im  as a 
neighbour,  as  to p lease  S ir  W a tk in  as a landlord .

3160. D o  n o t  you consider the influence o f  the  land lo rd  as g re a te r  th a n  the  
influence of a ne ighbour ?— Certain ly .

3161. D o  you m ean  the d irec t  influence o f  the  lan d lo rd  o r  the m oral influence 
o f  the  land lo rd  ?— I should  say the  d irec t  influence.

3162. Y ou m ean  th a t  the  m oral influence of a ne ig h b o u rin g  gen t lem an  m ay 
be occasionally g re a te r  th an  the  m oral influence o f  a n o n -re s id e n t  land lo rd , b u t  
th a t  the  d irec t  influence o f  a  n o n -re s id en t  lan d lo rd  will g en e ra l ly  ou tw eigh  the 
m oral influence of a n e ig h b o u r in g  g en t lem an ?— Yes.

3163. D o  you th in k  th a t  th a t  m otive  of a t ta c h m e n t  from  g ra t i tu d e  is l ikely  to 
have  a r isen  in  those cases which you have  m en tio n ed ,  o f  p ro p e r t ie s  very  recen tly  
changed  ?— T h e re  the  d irec t  influence of the  land lo rd  m u s t  o f  course outweigh any 
o th e r  influence, because the  p ro p e r ty  was p u rch ased  w ith in  two years.

3164. I s  i t  p robab le  th a t  any  very  g re a t  family a t ta c h m e n t  could  have  grow n 
u p  w ith in  th a t  t im e ? — N o ;  especially  in  W ales .

3181. S up p o s in g  you were a  land lo rd , a n d  on the  l ibera l  side in  politics, would 
no t  you wish th a t  yo u r  ten an ts  should  be  on the  sam e side o f  politics  as  you yo u r­
se lf?— I  should  p re fe r  it, no  doubt.

3182. I f  the ballo t  were es tab lished , do n o t  you conceive th a t  m en  of p ro p e r ty ,  
who m ig h t  ta k e  a C onserva tive  view of th ings, w ould  in  such case tak e  very  good 
care  to have a p a r t ic u la r  class of m en  for ten an ts ,  who w ould agree  with  th em  in  
politics, an d  even  m ak e  a  sacrifice for th a t  p u rpose ,  by which m ean s  a g re a t  n u m ­
b e r  of m en would be th ro w n  o u t  o f  th a t  fa ir  com petit ion  which p ro p e r ty  now has ? 
— Yes, b u t  I th in k  th a t  all th is  would cease a f te r  two o r  th ree  e lec tions ; th a t  the 
genera l  ex c item en t which always p recedes  an  e lection would in  a g re a t  degree  cease, 
w h e re  pe rso n s  could  n o t  be su re  th a t  any  exe rt ions  th ey  m ig h t  m ak e  would m ee t  
w ith  success, (pp . 184— 186, 188, 189.)

R e v . M a l a c h i  D u g g i n .

5700. Y o u  a re  a p a r ish  p r i e s t ? — I  am.
5701. I n  w ha t  p lace  ?— I n  M o y ar ta  a n d  K ilba lly  Owen, in  the coun ty  o f  

C lare.
5702. H o w  long  h av e  you  b een  a  par ish  p r i e s t ? — T w en ty -o n e  y ea rs  a n d  a 

half.
5703. W h a t  is the  e x te n t  o f  y o u r  p a r ish  ?— A b o u t  16 miles E ng lish .
5704. H a v e  you h a d  an  o p p o r tu n i ty  o f  k n o w in g  w h e th e r  any  persecu tion  h as  

b een  p rac t ised  by  lan d lo rd s  in  the  co u n ty  of Clare, in  consequence of the  ten an ts  
vo ting  aga ins t  th e i r  w ishes a t  the  elections ?— I  have  th is  y ea r  know n an  in s tance  
o f  persecu tion .

5705. D id  you a t te n d  the  e lec tion  o f  M r .  O ’C onnell in  the  y ea r  1828 ?— I  
did.

5706. W a s  a  g re a t  effort m ade  by the  p o p u la r  p a r ty  to ca r ry  th a t  e lection ?—  
T h e  g re a te s t  possible.

5707. A n d  on th e  o ther  h and ,  the s tronges t  possible efforts w ere  m ad e  by the  
g en try  a n d  th e  ar is tocracy  to secure  the election o f  L o rd  F itzgera ld  ?— T h e  g rea tes t  
possible.

5708. So th a t  th e re  was a  fierce collision betw een  the  peop le  an d  th e  g en try  ?
•— T h e  efforts on both  sides were alm ost ca rr ied  to ex trem es.

5709. D id  th e  R o m an  Catholic  clergy use very s trong  efforts to effect the 
e lection of M r.  O ’Connell ?— T h ey  did, because Catholic em anc ipa tion  was then  
in  view.
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5710. D id  you yourse lf  tak e  a p a r t  in those  ex e r t io n s  ?— I did.
5711. U p o n  the o th e r  hand ,  w ere  g re a t  ex e r t io n s  m ad e  by th e  g e n t r y ? — T h e  

g re a te s t  possible ; th e re  was in ten se  an x ie ty  on  bo th  sides.
5712. W e re  you  p re s e n t  y o u rse lf  a t  the  e lec tion  ?— I was.
571.3. D id  you  see the  lan d lo rd s  a t te n d in g  th e  bo o th s  a t  th e  e lection  ?— I did.
5714. W e re  th e  booths, on  the o th e r  h an d ,  a lso  a t te n d e d  by  th e  p r i e s t s ? — In  

gen e ra l  th ey  were.
5715. So th a t  the  lan d lo rd s  an d  the  p r ie s ts  w ere  th e  two le a d in g  p a r t ie s  ?—  

T h e y  were.
5716. D id  the  lan d lo rd s  use an y  m en aces  a t  th e  bo o th s  th em se lv es  ag a in s t  the  

t e n a n t s ? — I c a n n o t  g ive in s tances ,  because  I was n o t  p re s e n t  a t  th e  booths . I 
a t ten d e d  th e  ta lly -room s, a n d  th e  p eo p le  I b ro u g h t  w ith  m e  to  th e  e lec t io n ,  to 
k e e p  th em  to o rder .

5717. A re  you  aw are  o f  th re a t s  h a v in g  b e in g  u sed  by th e  la n d lo rd s  d u r in g  the 
e lection  ?— I have h e a rd  o f  it.

5718 . D o  you believe i t  ?— I d id  believe it ,  an d  I  believe th a t  th e y  d id  ev e ry  
th in g  in  t h e i r  p ow er to p u n ish  th e  p eo p le  a f te rw ards .  1 h av e  k n o w n  it ,  b u t  n o t  
o f  m y  own know ledge ,  as  I live in a  d is t r ic t  in  w hich  th e re  is no  g en try .

5719. D id  the  lan d lo rd s  b r in g  th e i r  t e n a n ts  for th e  p u rp o se  o f  v o tin g  for M r.  
F i tz g e ra ld  ?— T h e y  d id , a n d  the  te n a n ts  tu rn e d  a g a in s t  th e i r  lan d lo rd s ,  a f te r  th ey  
h a d  m ing led  with the  gen e ra l  crowd.

5720. D id  you  hear ,  a n d  do you believe, t h a t  a t  th e  e lec t ion  v e ry  s t ro n g  
m en an c es  w ere  u s e d  by th e  land lo rds  ?— I d id , severa l  t im es.

5721. B y a lm ost all the  lan d lo rd s  in  th e  co u n ty  ?— B y  a lm o s t  all th e  lan d lo rd s  
in  the  coun ty ,  a n d  all th e  m id d le  m en  ; bo th  p a r t ie s  w ere  p re s e n t  a t  th e  elec tion .

5722. W h a t  was the  n a tu r e  o f  th e  th re a t s  u sed  ?— T h a t  th e y  would, u p o n  a 
fu tu re  day, be re v en g ed  o f  th e  te n a n t ry  for th e i r  c o n d u c t  on  th a t  occasion.

5723. T h a t  th e y  w ould  d r iv e  th em , a n d  e jec t t h e m ? — T h a t  th ey  would d r iv e  
th em , an d  ex a c t  th e i r  r e n t  with  r ig o u r ,  a n d  e jec t  them .

5724. A fte r  th e  e lec t ion  took  place , d id  the  e x c i te m e n t  c o n t in u e ? — T h e  e x c ite ­
m e n t  co n t in u ed  for som e time.

5725. D id th e  lan d lo rd s  p ro c eed  to c a r ry  t h e i r  th re a ts  in to  effect ?— T h e y  d id , 
b u t  i t  wras difficult for th e  la n d lo rd s  to  ca r ry  th e i r  th re a t s  in to  ex ecu tio n  ; the  
th r e a t  was gene ra l ,  an d  th e re  was n o  poss ib il i ty  o f  tu rn in g  o u t  n ea rly  th e  whole 
te n a n t ry  o f  th e  coun ty . I  was m y se lf  p re s e n t  on  one occasion, w h e re  leases g iv en  
in  w ar t im e  were d e m a n d e d  from  th e  te n a n ts .  I n  those  leases  th e re  was a h igh  
r e n t  specified ; the  r e n t  wras ab a ted  to  half,  a n d  th e  ag e n t  d em an d ed ,  in  the  nam e  
o f  the  land lo rd , to g ive  u p  the o ld  leases. T h e  te n a n ts  sa id  th ey  did n o t  see w hy 
th e y  should  g ive u p  th e ir  leases,  th o u g h  in  th em se lv es  use less  to th em , a n d  the  
ag e n t  p re sse d  th e  g iv in g  i t  u p ;  as  th ey  conceived  th em  to be useless, they  su s ­
p ec te d  th e  a g e n t  was a c tu a te d  by som e m otive  hosti le  to th em  in  d e m a n d in g  the  
leases, a n d  th ey  said  th ey  w ould  choose th e  a l te rn a t iv e  o f  p ay in g  the  su m  specified 
in  th e  lease  r a th e r  th a n  g ive  u p  the  lease ; an d  so th e y  p a id  doub le  the  r e n t  th a t  
th e y  h ad  p a id  before.

5726. W a s  th is  in  consequence  o f  th e  e lec t ion  ?— T h e  a g e n t  d id  n o t  m ak e  
use  o f  a n y  lan g u ag e  th a t  w ould  m a k e  m e  b e liev e  i t  was in  consequence  ot the  
elec tion , b u t  th e  gen e ra l  fee l ing  o f  th e  peop le  was, t h a t  i t  was in  consequence  of 
the  e lec t ion ,  to d ep r ive  th em  o f  th e  p ow er o f  h av in g  a  vote in  fu tu re ,  a n d  th a t  
th ey  sh o u ld  d ep e n d  up o n  th e  will o f  th e  land lo rd .

5727 . H a v e  you an y  d o u b t  th a t  th is  p ro c eed in g  was ad o p ted  in consequence  of
those  m en  vo ting  a g a in s t  the  w ishes o f  th e l a n d lo r d ? — F ro m  th a t  one  tact I could  
n o t  t a k e  u p o n  m y se lf  to say ; b u t  w h en  I  h e a rd  th a t  the  d e m a n d in g  ot th e  leases 
becam e genera l ,  a n d  th a t  th a t  w as the  m e a su re  a d o p ted  by the  la n d lo rd s  to 
deprive  the te n a n ts  o f  th e  p o w er  of vo ting ,  I be lieved  th en  i t  was in  consequence  
of the opposition  th ey  show ed in  th e  y ea r  1828 to  the  lan d lo rd s .  . . .  .

5728. W a s  a  system  of ex ten s iv e  p e rsecu t io n  c a r r ie d  on  by  th e  land lo rds  in 
th e  coun ty  o f  C lare  ag a in s t  the  te n a n t s  a f te r  th e  e lec t io n ?  T here  was, b u t  n o t  
by all the landlords .
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5729. W as  i t  g e n e ra l? — I t  was general,  b u t  th e re  were exceptions. T h e re
are  some o f  the land lo rds th a t  are  k ind  and benevo len t,  an d  they  left the  people 
to act as  they pleased  ; b u t  generally  speak ing ,  th e re  was a s p ir i t  in  the  coun ty  
th a t  h ad  for its ob ject the  tu rn in g  o u t  o f  all th e  te n a n ts  th a t  vo ted  aga ins t  L o rd  
F itzgera ld .  6

5730. W as th e re  an ex tens ive  system  o f  e jec tm en t  a n d  of d is tra in in g  carried  
on a f te r  the e lection  ?— T h a t  I canno t,  o f  m y  own know ledge, declare, b u t  I  be ­
lieve th e re  was a g en e ra l  sp ir i t  of hostility ,  an d  so gen e ra l  th a t  th e  land lo rds  
could  n o t  en te r  upon  a  gen e ra l  ex te rm ina tion .

5731. D o  you believe th a t  m any  p e rso n s  a t  th a t  e lection vo ted  aga ins t  M r.  
O ’C onne ll  for fear o f  the  consequences from th e i r  land lo rds  ?— I  know  th a t  they

5732. H a v e  you know n, s ince th a t  election, a t  subsequen t  elections, m enaces  
used  by land lo rds to com pel th e ir  ten an ts  to vote accord ing  to th e ir  w ishes ?—  
I  have.

5733. H a v e  you know n of p ersecu tio n  b e in g  exerc ised  by land lo rds  a f te r  sub ­
sequen t elections, in  consequence o f  the ten an ts  v o tin g  ag a in s t  th e i r  wishes ?—  I 
have.

5734. D oes  th a t  system  o f  p e rsecu tio n  co n t in u e  to th is  very  d a y ? — I t  is n o t  
ac ted  u p o n  with the sam e v iru len ce  th a t  i t  was th en ,  b u t  th e re  is, I am  sorry  to 
say, a sp ir i t  o f  g re a t  hostili ty  re ig n in g  betw een  th e  lan d lo rd s  a n d  th e  te n a n ts ;  it  
is  on  the  increase  for th e  las t  two years.

5735. D o  you a t t r ib u te  th is  to th e  collision be tw een  th e  te n a n ts  an d  th e  la n d ­
lords  a r is ing  from e lec t io n s?— I  do n o t  th in k  i t  en tire ly  a r ises  from  th a t .  T h e  
election  of C lare in  1828 m ay have  g iven  a n  im p e tu s  to th e  public  feelings, it  
m ay have in s tru c ted  th e  people  in  th e ir  own m o ra l  s t re n g th  ; b u t  before the  
e lec tion  o f  1828 th e re  were a  g re a t  n u m b e r  of e jec tm ents ,  an d  the re n ts  were 
ex ac ted  w ith  a  g re a t  deal o f  r igour.

5736. D o  you believe th a t  the  efforts m ad e  by th e  land lo rds  to  con tro l  the  
te n a n ts  in the  exercise of th e  elective franch ise  h av e  ten d ed  to p ro d u ce  d iso rga­
n iza tion  a n d  im m orali ty  in  the  coufTty o f  C lare  ?— 1 believe they  tended  in  a 
g re a t  m easu re  to convulse  i t  in  1831 ; it  was a s  peaceab le  a  coun ty  as any  in 
I r e la n d  from  t im e  im m em oria l  u n t i l  t h a t  year  ; an d  w ha t  I s ta ted  before, of the 
in te n t io n  m anifested  by the  land lo rds  o f  ta k in g  away the  leases arid tu rn in g  ou t 
the  ten an ts ,  increased  th e  s p i r i t  of hos t i li ty  on th e  p a r t  o f  th e  ten an ts ,  an d  
b ro u g h t  th em  to th a t  s ta te  of convu ls ion  w ith  w hich  the  C o m m ittee  m u s t  be 
a lread y  acquain ted .

5737. A nd th is  you a t t r ib u te  to the  d o m ina tion  a t tem p ted  to he  exercised  by 
th e  land lo rds  over th e  t e n a n t s ? — I a t t r ib u te  i t  to th a t  dom ination  w h ich  they 
exerc ised  over the  ten an ts  in  n o t  leav ing  th em  to ac t  accord ing  to the  im pulse  
o f  th e ir  own judgm en ts .

5738. Y ou took  a ve ry  s tro n g  p a r t  in  the  e lection o f  1828 ; have you ta k e n  so 
s t ro n g  a  p a r t  in  elections s in c e ? — N o  : I w en t  often since to the  elections u n ac ­
com panied , an d  vo ted  acco rd ing  as I pleased. In  1830 or 1831, there  was a 
s t ro n g  feeling ev inced  to r e tu r n  p o p u la r  M em b ers  fo r  the  coun ty  ; a t  th a t  pe r iod  
I  v o ted  for M r.  L uc ius  O ’B rien ,  one of the  h ig h es t  an d  m ost  respec tab le  o f  the  
ar is tocracy  of the coun ty  ; m y  reason  for do ing  so was, to t ry  to b r in g  abou t  a 
reconcil ia tion , an d  to show the  lan d ed  p ro p r ie to rs  th a t  we h a d  no in te re s t  b u t  the 
good o f  the  com m unity  in  ac t in g  a s  we d id  in  1828, an d  th a t  we d id  n o t  w an t  
exc lus ive  r ig h ts  or a Catholic  dom ination ,  b u t  equal r ights .

5739. Y o u  voted ag a in s t  the  p o p u la r  feeling  ?— I  d id  ; a n d  w hen  I  cam e hom e, 
th o u g h  th e  par ishes  I  ho ld  a re  the p lace  of m y  nativ ity , m y  fr ien d s  to ld  m e th a t  
one  o f  the  chapels  would be closed aga ins t  m e on th e  following S u n d ay  for vo ting  
a s  I  did  ; I  avoided go ing  there  for some tim e, ti ll  the  feeling  subsided  ; a t  the  
ex p ira t io n  o f  a m o n th  I  w en t  to th is  chapel,  I spoke  on  the  sub jec t  to the  people, 
an d  gave th em  th e  sam e reasons  th a t  I have  s ta ted  now to th e  C om m ittee , th a t  I  
d id  i t  for th e i r  good, to b r in g  abou t  a reconcilia tion ; th a t  we d id  n o t  w an t  any
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t i l ing  lik/î a division betw een ourse lves  and  th e  lan d lo rd s ,  n o r  d id  we w an t e x ­
clusive  righ ts ,*bu t m ere ly  equal r igh ts ,  a n d  as we had  g a in ed  C atho lic  e m a n c i­
p a t io n ,  th a t  would be th e  b eg in n in g  o f  fu tu re  good.

5740. So th a t  it ap p e a rs  th a t  in s tead  of yo u r  co n t ro l l in g  the  people, the people  
a t te m p te d  to control you ?— I  am  su re  th a t  i f  in  the  y e a r  1828 1 had  g one  aga ins t  
th e  p o p u la r  feeling, I should  have  lost, p e r h a p s ,  m y  p a r ish e s ,  as  a  p r i e s t  d id  in 
th a t  coun ty , who w ent ag a in s t  the  p o p u la r  feeling.

5700. Y ou have  sa id  th a t  you w ould  th in k  i t  yo u r  d u ty  to ass is t  th e  peop le  in 
fo rm in g  a b e t te r  o rg a n iz a t io n  ; w h a t  d esc r ip t io n  o f  o rg a n isa t io n  do  you a llude 
to  I— G ood laws.

5761. W h a t  do you m ean  by  o rg an iza t io n  ?— O rg an iza t io n  m ay be e i th e r  for 
a  good o r  a bad purpose .  I sa id  a  b e t te r  o rgan ized  s ta te  of th ings.

5702. D o  you m ean  a po li tica l  assoc ia tion  of the  peop le  to secu re  good laws? 
— Yes.

5705 . I f  you h ad  a  very  s t ro n g  bias  in favour o f  th e  p o p u la r  ca n d id a te ,  should  
you  co n s id e r  y o u rse lf  justif ied , as  a  p r ie s t  w ith in  the  chape l ,  in  e x h o r t in g  th e  
co n g reg a t io n  to vote  for the  p o p u la r  can d id a te  a g a in s t  the  o p p o s in g  ca n d id a te  ?—  
I do n o t  th in k  I  would be ju s t if ied  in do ing  so, ex c ep t  u p o n  e x t r a o rd in a ry  occa­
s ions, su ch  a s  the  e lec tion  o f  1828.

5766 . H a v e  you "ever done i t ? — I have.
5707 . R e p e a te d ly  ?— I did, a t  th a t  t im e , an d  on a n o th e r  occasion.
576*8. D u r in g  d iv in e  s e rv ic e ? — N o t  d u r in g  d iv in e  service.
•5769. W i th in  the  walls o f  th e  ch ap e l ,  a f te r  th e  c o n g reg a t io n  h a d  been  a s ­

sem bled  for d iv ine  se rv ice  ?— A fte r  d iv ine  se rv ice  was over ,  a n d  th e  p eo p le  were 
re ad y  to d isperse  for th e i r  hom es.

577  2. Y o u  co n s id e r  y o u rse lf  ju s t if ied  to in te r fe re  w ith in  yo u r  chape l ,  ac co rd ­
in g  to  th e  ex ig en cy  o f  th e  case  ?— L a t te r ly  I  have  n o t  in te r fe re d  m u ch  in m y 
chapel.

5773. I f  an y  ex ig en cy  w ere  to a r ise ,  w hich  in  y o u r  o p in ion  called  for yo u r  
in te rfe rence ,  acco rd in g  to y o u r  own ind iv idua l  ju d g m e n t  o f  th a t  ex igency  you 
would, as a  p a r ish  p r ie s t ,  in te r fe re  ?— I would, o u ts ide  th e  ch ap e l ,  in te r fe re  with  
th e  people ,  i f  the ex igency  was g rea t .

5788. Y o u  h av e  s ta te d  th a t  the  lan d lo rd s  p ro c eed e d  ag a in s t  t h e i r  t e n a n t s  in 
severa l  in s tan ces  a t  the  e lection  o f  1 8 2 8 ;  a n d  you s ta ted  th a t  you k n ew  one 
in s tan ce  ?— T h e  in s tan ce  th a t  I h a d  in  m y  view  a t  th e  t im e  re la ted  to  th e  last 
e lec tion .

5789. Wrh a tw a s  the  n a tu re  o f  th a t  in s t a n c e ? — A te n a n t  vo ted  for th e  two 
p o p u la r  c a n d id a te s  ; in a  l i t t le  t im e  a f te r  the  e lec tion  th e  lan d lo rd  s e n t  a parce l  
o f  m en  on  his tu rb a ry  to c u t  it. T h is  bog  h e  h a d  u n d e r  lease, to g e th e r  w ith  his 
land ,  for 20  yea rs  ; th e  lan d lo rd  to ld  h im  he .sh o u ld  g ive  u p  th is  a n d  tak e  in 
ex ch an g e  a w orse bog, a n d  the  t e n a n t  sa id  he  w ould  n o t  g ive  u p  his r ig h t .  T h e  
lan d lo rd  s e n t  m en  to  c u t  th e  bog, a n d  the  sons  o f  th e  f reeh o ld e r  cam e a n d  col­
la re d  the  m en  w ho were in  th e  a c t  o f  c u t t in g  th e  bog  a n d  tu rn e d  th em  olf. T h e  
lan d lo rd  th en  o rd e red  those  m en , the  f reeh o ld e r’s sons, to be su m m o n ed ,  an d  the  
f reeh o ld e r  su m m o n ed  the m en  w ho w ere  c u t t in g  th e  t u r f  ; the  con seq u en ce  was, 
th a t  th e  sons of th e  ten an t ,  o r  o n e  o f  th em  ra th e r ,  was b o u n d  to s ta n d  h is  tr ia l  
a t  the. n e x t  q u a r te r  sessions.

5792. D id  you know  an y  in s tan ce  in  th e  y e a r  1828 ?— Y e s ;  I k n o w  a n  in ­
s tance  o f  d is t ra in in g ,  w h e re  I  m y se lf  gave  m o n ey  to som e of the  te n a n ts ,  w hen  
th e i r  ca tt le  w ere  se ized  a f te r  the e lec tion  for re n t ,  w hich  o th erw ise  w ould  not 
have  been  ca lled  for for som e tim e.

5793. W a s  n o t  th e  r e n t  d u e ? — I t  was due ,  b u t  i t  w ould  n o t  h av e  been  called  
for for some t im e  ; th e re  is always a d ead  ga le  on ev e ry  farm  a lm o s t  in  I r e la n d ,  
T h i s  gale  of r e n t  is  n e v e r  d em an d e d  till the  ex p i ra t io n  of th e  lease .

5794. Y ou s ta ted  th a t  a t  th e  e lec tion  o f  1828 you k n e w  p eo p le  who voted 
a g a in s t  M r.  O ’Connell from  fear o f  th e i r  l a n d lo rd s  ; can  you m e n t io n  an y  in ­
s tan ces  ?— Yes ; one  m an  from m y  own p a r ish  ca m e  to m e up o n  th a t  occasion, 
a n d  to ld  i n c th a t  he  would be ru in e d  for ev e r  i f  he vo ted  for M r.  O ’C onnell ; he 
s ta ted  th e  s i tua t ion  in which he  was p lace d  with re g a rd  to h is  land lo rd ,  I said
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to h im  to vote for M r.  F itzgera ld ,  an d  n o t  to ru in  h im se lf  an d  family, as he 
held his li tt le  farm a t  the  good-will of the land lo rd  ; and  he did so.

5795. You have sta ted , th a t  Catholic  em anc ipa tion  was considered as a found­
ation on which a su p e rs t ru c tu re  was to be  raised. W h a t  was the s u p e r ­
s t ru c tu re  th a t  you con tem pla ted  ?— E m p lo y m e n t  for the  people  ; a m odera te  
system  of Poor Laws ; rec lam ation  o f  the w aste lands ; rev is ion  of the m agis­
tracy  ; and  the rem oval o r  modification of such o th er  th ings  as we found to be 
sources  o f  d iscontent.

5796. W e re  any  of those th ings  d e p e n d e n t  up o n  th e  question  of Catholic 
em anc ipa tion  ?— N o.

5797. Y ou said you were ce rta in  th e re  would be no peace till the t i the  system 
was sett led  ; w hat do you m ean  by the  se t t lem en t  of the  t i th e  system  ?— T o  settle  
i t  upon  some g ro u n d  th a t  would p re v e n t  the  people an d  the p ro p r ie to rs  from 
com ing  in to  collision.

5798. Y ou m ean  to  say  th a t  th e  t i th e  system  o u g h t  to be abolished af te r  the 
lives of the  p re sen t  in cum ben ts  ?— N o  ; I do n o t  m ean  that ,  b u t  where th e re  is 
no P ro te s ta n t  congregation , I  th in k  it  would be u n ju s t  th a t  a Catholic population  
should  pay  tithes. O ne  o f  m y p a r ish es  has no re s id en t  P ro te s ta n t  in  it ,  b u t  
though  th e re  is no P ro te s ta n t  there , I  would n o t  wish th a t  th e  clergym an d u r in g  
his life should  be dep r ived  o f  support .

5799. D o  you consider the  t i th e  system  to be the  only re m a in in g  cause of 
g r ie v a n c e ? — N o ;  th a t  is only one of the  grievances . I t h in k  the  anom alous 
re la t ion  o f  lan d lo rd  an d  te n a n t  in I re lan d  is one cause of grievance ,  a n d  I th in k  
the m a n n e r  in  which ju s t ice  is ad m in is te red  in  m an y  d is tr ic ts  in  I r e la n d  is 
a n o th e r  cause of grievance.

6247. Y o u  have  b een  ex am in ed  as to the influence used  by Catholic  c lergym en 
a t  e lec t ions ;  is i t ,  as far as  you u n d e r s ta n d  it, t h a t  i t  is in  his sp ir i tu a l  or in  his 
tem pora l  capacity ,  th a t  the  c le rgym an  exercises  h is  influence a t  an election ?— In 
h is  tem pora l capacity , as a civilian.

6248. Y o u  have  yourse lf  in te rfe red ,  u p o n  one occasion, in  election m atters ,  
am o n g  yo u r  own flock?— 1 have.

6249. D id  you, on th a t  occasion, ever  th re a te n  vo ters  w ith  a dep r iv a t io n  of 
the  r i te s  o f  the  ch u rch ,  or in s inua te  to th em  th a t  a d ep r iv a t io n  of the  r i t e s  of 
th e  c h u rch  would be the  consequence ,  if  they  voted  in a m a n n e r  which you 
deem ed  n o t  consis ten t  w ith  th e  in te re s ts  of th e ir  co u n try  and  th e i r  re lig ion  ?— 1 
n ev e r  did, because I could n o t a c t  in  th a t  m an n e r ,  as I  conceived th a t  m y ac ting  
to p rom ote  the  good of the  people  was of a  tem pora l  n a tu re ,  an d  th a t  in my 
sp ir i tu a l  capacity  I could  n o t  tak e  notice of th e ir  po litica l co n d u c t;  I would not 
be allowed by m y  superiors ,  even  if  I  w as  inc l ined  to d ep r ive  th em  o f  the ir  
sp ir i tua l  r i te s ,  to w ithhold  th em  from  those persons.

6250. A re  the C om m ittee  to u n d e rs ta n d  th a t  i t  is y o u r  opinion, th a t  if  you had  
dep r ived ,  o r  th rea ten ed  to deprive ,  any  o f  your flock of th e  r i te s  o f  th e  church , 
you would have in cu rred  the d isp leasu re  of yo u r  su p e r io rs  ?— I ce rta in ly  am  of 
t h a t  opinion.

6251. D o  you believe th a t  i t  is genera l ly  unders to o d  am o n g s t  y o u r  b re th ren ,  
th e  R o m an  C atho lic  clergy  of I r e l a n d ? — I t  is unders to o d  by the p r ies ts  with 
w hom  I  have acquain tance , an d  I know  in  the  p ro v in ce  of M u n s te r  abou t 100 
p r ie s ts  ; they  ca n n o t  hold c u t  an y  sp ir i tu a l  th rea ts ,  or w ithho ld  the r i te s  of their  
re lig ion, from an y  perso n  who m ay vote aga ins t  the  p o p u la r  cause.

6252. D oes th is  im press ion ,  which you say ex is ts  in  your m ind ,  a n d  in  the 
m in d s  of those c le rgym en  w ith  whom  you are acqua in ted ,  a r ise  o u t  of an y  general 
in s t ru c t io n s  g iven  you by any  s u p e r io r ? — N o t  from any gen e ra l  in s truc t ions  
£ iv en  me by m y superiors,  b u t  I conceive i t  to be m y d u ty  n o t  to m ix  spirituals  
a n d  tem p o ra ls ;  an d  w hen I co -opera te  w ith  the peop le  to rem o v e  an  evil, e i ther 
politica l o r  civil, I  ac t  in  m y capacity  as a civilian, n o t  in  m y  capacity  as a cler­
gym an.

6253. D o  you conceive th a t  you would be  en ti t led  to d em an d  from any o f  your 
flock, w hen in  confession, any  disclosure of the ir  po litica l v iew s?— I  would no t be
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w a rra n te d ;  I am  n o t  allowed to ask  even  th e  n am e  o f  the p en i ten t ,  o r  his p lace  
o f  re s id e n ce ;  1 am  n o t  allowed to a sk  an y  th in g  but h is  sins.

6254. S u p p o s in g  one  o f  y o u r  Hock to inform  you, d u r in g  confession, o f  his 
po litica l views o r  in ten tions ,  o r  o f  an y  o f  his p a s t  po litica l acts, should  you feel 
y o u rse lf  jus tif ied  in rev ea lin g  i t ? — I could  n o t  revea l  i t

6266. T h is  day  a n d  on th e  las t  occasion , you  co n s id e r  th a t  ev e ry  C atho lic  
c le rg y m an  h as  an ind iv idual ju d g m e n t  a n d  d isc re tion ,  w hich  he  is p e rm it ted  to 
exerc ise  on all occasions a n d  in ev e ry  c ircu m stan ce ,  e x c e p t  as  re g a rd s  confession, 
w here  you a re  l im ited  an d  t ied  dow n by s t r ic t  ru les ,  b u t  th a t  w ith in  y o u r  chapels ,  
y o u  a re  ju s t if ied  in  a c t in g  on politica l m a t te r s  acco rd in g  to y o u r  j u d g m e n t? — W e 
have  no o th e r  p lace  to s p e a k  to th e  peop le  in  case o f  em erg en c ie s  b u t  the 
c h a p e ls ;  a n d  it is m y  p rac t ice  an d  th e  p rac t ice  o f  th e  c le rg y m en  o f  the  co u n ty  
o f  C lare , n o t  to m ing le  those  po li tica l  ad d re sse s  w ith  the  d iv ine  serv ice ,  only 
w h e n ev e r  the  peop le  a re  sp o k en  to, an d  a re  to ld  th a t  su ch  a n d  such  a th in g  is to 
be d one  for th e  rem ova l  o f  such  a n d  such a g r iev an ce  : all th e  addresses ,  as  far as 
I  am  acq u a in ted  w ith  the  politics  used by the  R o m an  C atho lic  clergy, ten d  to 
e lec t  fit an d  p ro p e r  p e rso n s  o f  the  l ibera l  p a r ty  to r e p re s e n t  th e  peop le  in  P a r ­
l ia m e n t  ; th is  is th e  sum  total o f  th e  ad d resses  in  g en e ra l .

6275. I t  is i ts  co m in g  from  the  c le rg y m an  w hich  h a s  the  effect ?— Y es  ; the 
p eo p le  look up o n  th e  c le rg y m an  as be in g  b e t t e r  a c q u a in ted  w ith  th e i r  cond ition  
th a n  an y  o th e r  m an .

6276. H a v e  you  n e v e r  h ea rd  o f  th rea ts ,  o r  d en o u n c in g  a p e rso n  for vo t ing ,  as  
it  was called , ag a in s t  h is  re lig ion  ?— I have  often  h ea rd  from  o th e rs  th a t  the  
p r ie s ts  in  o th e r  p a r ts  o f  th e  co u n try  h av e  th re a te n e d  to d e n o u n c e  th e m  ; b u t  I 
beg  to say , th a t  i t  is a co m m o n  p ra c t ic e  in I r e la n d  for the  low er o rd e rs  w ho a re  
a b o u t  a lan d lo rd  o r  a m ag is t ra te ,  or an y  m an  in  pow er, to tell those  re spec tive  
p erso n s  th a t  the  p r ie s t  used  su ch  a n d  such lan g u ag e  on su ch  a  day, th a t  he 
th re a te n e d  v en g ean ce  ag a in s t  the  peop le  if  they  d id  n o t  vote  for su ch  a p e rson ,  
a n d  th a t  he  th re a te n e d  v en g ean ce  a g a in s t  the  o p p o s i te  p a r ty  ; th ey  use th is  
lan g u ag e  p r in c ip a l ly  w ith  th e  lan d lo rd  w hen he  calls for h is  re n t ,  as  an  apology 
for th e i r  conduc t  in  vo ting  ag a in s t  his wish, a n d  to th ro w  the  b lam e on the  p r ie s t ,  
who is o u t  of th e  pow er o f  th e  land lo rd .

6280. D o  you k n o w  o f  in s tan ces  in which th e  pow er of the  lan d lo rd  you re fe r  to 
has been  exe rc ised  ?— I do. T h e  la s t  d ay  I d id  n o t  re co l lec t  th e  pu b lic  in s tan ces  
I have  seen  o f  pe rsecu t io n  ; a f te r  th e  e lec tion  o f  1828, th e  following yea r ,  a n d  a t  
the  en d  o f  th a t  year ,  I saw the  ca t t le  o f  a whole e s ta te  ca r r ied  in to  th e  to w n  of 
K ilru sh ,  to be sold off by au c tio n  ; th e  p eo p le  w ere  so a la rm ed  a t  th is  sw eep ing  
c o n d u c t  of the ag en t,  th a t  they  dev ised  every  m ean s  to p ro te c t  th e m s e lv e s ,a n d  to 
fu r th e r  th is  ob ject they  ap p o in ted  a c o u n te r  a u c tio n e e r  in the  town, who, a t  the 
sa le  an d  on th e  second b idd ing ,  offered doub le  o r  t reb le  th e  value o f  th e  cattle,, 
an d  by h is  so d o in g  he  f ru s t r a te d  th e  sale ,  for th e  p eo p le  d iscovered  th a t  th re e  
b idd ings  were n ecessa ry  to c o n s t i tu te  a lega l sale. I saw in a p o u n d ,  co n v en ien t  
to m y own re s id en ce ,  th e  ca t t le  o f  an  en t i re  e s ta te  d r iv en  ; a n d  the  te n a n t ry  
re so r ted  to a n o th e r  e x t ra o rd in a ry  m e a s u re  ; th e y  co llec ted  all the  u n s ta m p e d  
rece ip ts  th a t  the  ag e n t  gave  for the  la s t  tw elve m o n th s ,  a n d  w h en  he th re a te n e d  
to sell th e i r  ca ttle ,  th ey  th re a te n e d  in tu r n  to sen d  th ese  u p  to th e  stam p-office 
in  D ub lin ,  in  o rd e r  to fine h im . I h av e  a n o th e r  m elancho ly  fact to re la te ,  
w hich  o ccu rred  w ith in  the  la s t  two m o n th s  : a w'idow' in th e  co u n ty  o f  C la re ,  
h o ld ing  a  fa rm  o f  45  ac res  of lan d  for the  la s t  26 years ,  a l th o u g h  she  p a id  up  
the  r e n t  the  la s t  M a y -d a y  an d  did n o t  owe a p e n n y  a r r e a r ,  was tu rn e d  o u t  w ith 
e ig h t  ch i ld ren  on the world  by th e  land lo rd ,  because  a t  th e  las t  e lec tion , h e r  
b ro th e r  voted for th e  l ibera l  ca n d id a te  ; som e g e n t le m e n  of the  ne ig h b o u rh o o d  
in te rfe red  for h e r  ; the  p a r ish  p r ie s t  a n d  a n o th e r  g en t lem an  p a r t ic u la r ly  begged  
o f  the land lo rd  to leave  h e r  th e  house an d  th e  g ra s s  o f  a  cow' for 12 m o n th s ,  but 
to no effect.

62S1. H ow  do you co n n e c t  the  two in s ta n c e s  o f  ca tt le  b e in g  p u t  up  to au c tio n  
w ith  any  m otive  on the  p a r t  o f  the  lan d lo rd ,  c o n n e c ted  w ith  the  vo tes  o f  the  
t e n a n t r y ? — T h e  te n a n t ry  al! vo ted  for M r.  O ’C o n n e l l ;  th e  lan d lo rd  was a p a r ­
t icu la r  f r iend  of L ord  F itzg era ld ,  the  -------------was h is  ag en t  ; if  the  C om m ittee
wish, I will g ive the  nam es.



0302. T h e  land lo rds  in I r e la n d  are in  the  h ab i t  ol' opp ressing  th e ir  ten an ts ,  
in d ep en d e n t  of the  election ?— T h ey  are.

6303. G enera l ly  ?— T h e  land lo rds in  m y p a r ish  a re  as  good land lo rds  as can 
be, with very  few exceptions.

6304. I s  the re  any  u n d e rs ta n d in g  on th e  p a r t  of the tenan ts ,  th a t  they  are 
expected  to vote a t  elections accord ing  to th e  wishes of th e i r  landlords  ?— T h ere  
is ;  an d  a genera l  u n d e rs ta n d in g  am ong  the  people  a t  la rge  th a t  th e  freeholders 
will m ak e  a  due  use of th e i r  freehold  a t  the election, an d  they  a re  sp u r re d  on by 
the people  to th is  exercise  o f  th e ir  franchise ; th e  10/. freeholders, as  a  body, a re  
as in te lligen t as any  o th e r  class o f  th e  com m unity  : som e would feel in d ig n a n t ,  if  
an y  g en tlem an  cam e to d ic ta te  to th em  a t  the app roach  o f  an  election.

6305. Y ou m ean, th a t  they  re s is t  an y  such influence on the  p a r t  of the  la n d ­
lords, if  th e re  is any  a t te m p t  on  th e  p a r t  of the  land lo rds to exerc ise  i t ? — T h ey  
would re s is t  i t  ou t of the  p ow er of the land lo rd  ; b u t  very  few who do n o t  owe in 
th a t  coun ty  h a l f  a  y e a r ’s ren t ,  w h a t  is ca lled  a  dead  gale ,  which is left on the 
land  un t i l  the  te rm in a t io n  o f  the  lease ; if  an in d ep en d e n t  freeholder,  who paid  
u p  his r e n t  to th a t  dead  gale, shou ld  politically  offend h is  landlord , he  has  it  in 
h is  pow er still to an n o y  him , by d is t ra in in g  h im  for th is  gale ; an d  i t  has  been  
p u t  in  p rac t ice  th is  very year. (pp .  335, 337, 339, 340, 341, 370— 375.)

R ev. J o h n  S h e e h a n .

7545. Y o u  are , I  b e l ie v e ,a  R o m an  Catholic  c le rg y m a n ? — I am .
7546. Y o u  a re  a p a r ish  p r ie s t  of the  c ity  of W a te r fo rd  ?— I  am.
7547. W e re  you in  th e  c ity  of W a te r fo rd  d u r in g  th e  e lec tion  th a t  took  place 

in  the y ea r  1826 ?— I was, b u t  n o t  p a r ish  p r ie s t  a t  t h a t  time.
7548. Y ou were a cu ra te  a t  th a t  t im e ?— I was a t tach ed  to a chapel th e re ,  an d  

I was chap la in  to a n  hospital.
7549. W h o  w ere  th e  cand ida tes  a t  the  e lection  of 1826 ?— L o rd  George 

Beresford, the  la te  M r.  R ic h a rd  P ow er,  of C lashm ore ,  an d  M r .  H e n ry  V illiers  
S tew art.

7550. A t  th a t  p e r io d  g rea t  efforts were m ade , I believe, by  the  R o m an  C a th o ­
lics to accom plish  em anc ipa tion  ?— T h e r e  were.

7551. L o rd  G eorge  B eresford  an d  the  B eresfo rd  family, w hich  he  rep resen ted ,  
w ere  opposed to Catholic em anc ipa tion  ?— T h e y  were.

7552. D id  you and  m any  of the  R o m a n  Catholic  clergy  in te rfe re  a t  th a t  e lec­
tion ?— W e  did.

7553. A re  you aw are  w h e th e r  m an y  ten an ts  a t  th a t  e lection  voted aga ins t  the 
wishes of th e i r  lan d lo rd s  ?— I am.

7554. D o  you know  w h e the r ,  im m ed ia te ly  p re v io u s  to th a t  e lec tion , m any 
land lo rds  in  th a t  coun ty  in the  in te re s t  o f  the  B eresford  family, em ployed  any  
th rea ts  ag a in s t  th e i r  ten an ts ,  in o rd e r  to in d u ce  th em  to vote  in  com pliance with 
th e ir  wishes ?— I am aw are  they  d id  em ploy th rea ts .

7555. D id  they  th rea ten  to eject, to d is tra in ,  to d em an d  a r rea rs  of re n t ,  in 
the  ev en t  of th e ir  ten an cy  n o t  vo ting  acco rd ing  to th e ir  w ishes?— T h a t  was the 
ten d en cy  o f  th e i r  th rea ts .

7556. T h e  esta te  of th e  M arq u is  of W a te r fo rd  is considerab le  in  th a t  coun ty  ? 
— V ery  considerable.

7557. A n d  his re la tives ,  an d  his connex ions ,  an d  p e rso n s  a t tach ed  to h is  
family, have  also la rge  p ro p e r ty  in  th a t  co u n ty ? — T h ey  have.

7558. H ow  did the  election t e rm in a te ? — I n  the  r e tu r n  o f  M r.  P ow er an d  M r. 
S tew art,  L o rd  G eorge  re s igned  w hen he  found th e  te n a n ts  genera l ly  vo ted  
ag a in s t  him.

7559. L o rd  G eorge  B eresford  w en t  to the poll ?— H e  did.
7560. D u r in g  how m any  days did he s tand the  con tes t  ?— I th in k  four, I  c a n ­

n o t  be exact.
7561. A fte r  the election had  te rm inated ,  a re  you  aw are  w h e th e r  m an y  la n d ­

lords in the  coun ty  o f  W a te rfo rd  adop ted  m easu res  o f  severity  towards th e ir  
ten an ts  for h av in g  voted ag a in s t  them  ?— 1 am.

7562. T h e  R o m an  Catholic  Associa tion was a t  th a t  time in ex is ten ce  ?— I t  was.
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75(i3. W as  an y  ap p lica tio n  m ade  to the R o m an  C atho lic  A ssocia tion  lor p e c u ­
n ia ry  a ss is tan ce  ?— S evera l  app lica tions .

7564. In  o rd e r  to afford re lie f  to p erso n s  who h ad  been  e jec ted  by th e i r  la n d ­
lords ?— As well to afford re l ie f  to th em , as to su s ta in  those  ag a in s t  whom  dec rees  
were so u g h t  in  consequence  o f  a r re a rs  o f  ren t.

7565. Iiy decrees , you m ean  dec rees  o f  the  Civil Bill C o u r t? — Y e s ;  dec rees  
o f  the  Civil B ill C ourt .

7566. Y o u  have  m en t io n ed  an ex ten s iv e  sys tem  o f  w ha t  I m ay call p e rsecu t io n ,  
was in s t i tu te d  ?— Yes.

7567. A re  you now ab le  to go in to  th e  de ta ils  o f  th a t  p e rsecu t io n  ?— T h e
lands  o f --------------  o f  --------------- a re  v e ry  ex ten s iv e  in  th e  co u n ty  o f  W a te r ­
ford. Severa l  w ere  m ad e  forty  sh i l ling  freeho lders  for e lec t io n e e r in g  p u rp o se s  ; 
the  lives in  the  leases, w ere  g en e ra l ly  very  old, a n d  u p o n  the  d ro p p in g  o f  an y  o f  
those lives e jec tm e n ts  w e re  b ro u g h t .

75(iS. T h o s e  e jec tm e n ts  w ere  b ro u g h t  in consequence  o f  th e  te n a n ts  h a v in g  
disobeyed  the  in ju n c t io n s  o f  th e i r  lan d lo rd s  a t  th e  e lec t ion  ?— I am  qu ite  sa t is -
lied th a t  i f  th ey  h ad  vo ted  w i t h -------------- , th ey  w ould  have  been  co n t in u e d  in
th e i r  places.

7569. In  fact, no  d o u b t  ex is ted  on the  subject, n o r  was i t  ev e r  d en ie d  ?— I am  
n o t  aw are  i t  ev e r  was d en ied  ; I n e v e r  h e a rd  it  den ied .

7«370. C an  you s ta te  the  n u m b e r  o f  p e rso n s  w ho were d ep r iv e d  o f  th e i r  fa rm s
u p o n  t h e -------------- es ta te ,  in  consequence  o f  th e i r  h a v in g  v o ted  ag a in s t
-------------- a t  th e  e lec tion  o f  1826 ?— W h e n  I sp ea k  o f  n u m b ers ,  o f  cou rse  I
c a n n o t  be a c cu ra te  in the p rec ise  n u m b ers  ; b u t  I sho u ld  su p p o se  th a t  a t  leas t  
700 p e rso n s  have  been  d ispossessed , I do  n o t  m ean  th e  sam e n u m b e r  o f  families, 
bu t 700 souls h av e  been  p u t  o u t  o f  th e i r  h ab i ta t io n s  s ince  1826 to th e  p r e s e n t  
time.

7571. D o  you m ean  to say  th a t  so la rg e  a  n u m b e r  as  700  in d iv id u a ls  have  
b een  d e p r iv e d  o f  th e i r  fa rm s a n d  dw ellings  in  con seq u en ce  o f  th e i r  h a v in g  
voted them selves , o r  in  c o n se q u en ce  o f  p e rso n s  c o n n e c te d  w ith  th em  h a v in g  
vo ted  aga ins t  the  w ishes o f  th e i r  lan d lo rd  ?— 227 souls  h a v e  b e e n  e jec ted  w ith in  
th e  la s t  two m o n th s ,  an d  th e i r  houses  have  b een  levelled , a t  a  p lace  called

7572. Y ou sp ea k  o f  w ha t  took  p lace  w ith in  th e  las t  two m o n th s ? — T h e  reason
L m ak e  th a t  observa tion  is th is ,  t h e --------------o f ----------------, th e  p r e s e n t ------------ ,
I tak e  to be a  m an  w ho g ives  h im se lf  very  l i t t le  t ro u b le  ab o u t  po li tics ,  a n d  I am 
unw il l ing  to a t t r ib u te  an y  politica l m o tiv e  to h im  in  w h a t  has  been  d one  on th e  
p re s e n t  occasion.

7573. L e t  us  go  back  to the  y e a r  1826, in  w h a t  m o n th  was th e  e lec t ion  o f  
1826?— In  Ju n e .

7574. C an  you s ta te  the  n u m b e r  o f  p e rso n s  who w ere  e jec ted  w ith in  a  tw elve­
m o n th  af te rw ards ,  in consequence  o f  th e i r  h a v in g  voted  a t  th a t  e lec t ion  ag a in s t
-------------- ?— I can  s ta te ,  th a t  I m y se lf  p a id  th e  p a s sa g e -m o n ey  o f  seve ra l
o f  th em  to A m erica .

7575. I a sk  you, a re  you ab le  to  s ta te ,  w i th o u t  b e in g  p re c ise  as to  10 o r  20, 
w h a t  you  conceive to be th e  n u m b e r  o f  p e rso n s  who suffered w ith in  one
tw elv em o n th  from  J u n e  1826, for h a v in g  voted  ag a in s t  -------------- ?— I shou ld
conceive  be tw een  two an d  th re e  h u n d re d  peop le  suffered w i th in  o n e  tw elv e­
m o n th  a f te r  it.

7576. D o  you  m ean  to  say u p o n  t h e -------------- e s ta te  o n ly ? — U p o n  the
---------- ■— esta te .  W h e n  I say  suffered, I do  not m ean  e jec ted ,  for th is  re aso n ,
th a t  th e ir  lives d id  n o t  d ro p ,  a n d  th a t  those w ho w ere  in  a r r e a r s  w e re  p ro tec ted  
by the  Association.

7577. D o  you know  w h a t  th e  a m o u n t  o f  m o n ey  a d v a n c e d  for th e  re l ie f  o f  p e r ­
secu ted  ten an ts  was, w i th in  one  tw e lv em o n th  from  th e  e lec t ion  o f  1826, by th e  
R o m an  Catholic A ssocia tion  ?— A b o u t  2,200/.

7578. W h a t  was th e  la rg e s t  su m  a d v a n ced  to  an  ind iv idua l,  c a n  you s ta te  
t h a t ? — T h e  la rg e s t  sum  ad v an ced  to  a n  in d iv id u a l  was, I believe, ve ry  n e a r  200/. ;
ti>nt 200/. was ad v an ced  to a m a n  o f  th e  n a m e  o f -------------- , who was not a te n a n t
o f  -------------- of ---------------- .

7579. W ill  you sta te  th e  e v e n ts  co n n e c ted  with the  p e rsecu t io n  o f -------------- ?—
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H e  was largely  in a r r e a r  w ith  a gen t lem an  o f  the n am e  o f ---------- .

7580. -------------- voted a g a in s t --------------- ?— Yes.
7581. W h a t  took  place in consequence o f  th i s ? — I believe his ca tt le  were d is ­

tra ined  by M r . -------; 1 th in k  so ; how th e  d is tress  was effected I do n o t  know ,
because he lives a t  a rem ote  p a r t  of the coun ty  o f  W ate rfo rd  ; the p ro tec tion  a s ­
sociation, o f  which M r. W yse, one of th e  M em b ers  for W aterfo rd ,  was then  a 
m em ber, t ran sm it ted  m oney th ro u g h  a  M r.  O ’B r ien  for the p u rpose  of pay ing  
■------------— ’s debts  to his landlord .

7603. Y ou were p re sen t  a t the  e lection ?— I voted a t  th e  two las t  elections for 
the c ity  o f  W aterford .

7604. D o  you know w hether ,  a t  the  su b seq u en t  e lec tion , the  sam e system  of 
in t im idation  was adop ted  by the  land lo rds  with  re sp ec t  to th e i r  te n a n ts  ?— N o t 
on the  sam e ex tens ive  scale, b u t  I know  the system  of in t im id a tio n  is  con tinued  
up  to th is  very m o m en t  in  the  city  o f  W aterford .

7605. Y ou tak e  up o n  y o urse lf  to s ta te  th a t  a t  the  su bsequen t  election in t im i­
da tion ,  though n o t  upon  so large a scale, y e t  to a considerab le  ex ten t ,  wras e x e r ­
cised tow ards the  ten an ts  by th e i r  land lo rds  in  the  coun ty  o f  W a te r fo rd ? — I do.

7606. N o t  only th a t  th rea ts  were used, b u t  th a t  those th rea ts  w^ere ca rr ied  in to  
effect ?— I ca n n o t  say m u ch  w ith  re g a rd  to th re a ts  be ing  carried  in to  effect, b e ­
cause those perso n s  who before w ere  in  th e  h a b i t  o f  th rea ten in g ,  succeeded a t
the  election su bsequen t  to th a t  o f  1826 ; t h a t  is , L o r d --------------was re tu rn e d  in
lieu  of M r. S tew ar t ,  w hen  M r. S tew ar t  re s ig n ed  the rep resen ta t io n .

7607. D id  the persecu tion  th a t  was exe rc ised  tow ards the  ten an ts  tend  to 
p ro d u ce  p au p e r ism  and  dem ora liz ing  resu lts  in th e  co u n ty  of W a te rfo rd  ?—  
U nquest ionab ly  i t  ten d ed  to p roduce  p au p e r ism , b u t  as to dem ora liza tion ,  I  owe 
i t  to the ch a rac te r  o f  the p ea san try  to  say  th a t  I believe th e re  was n o t  a  single 
p e rso n  o f  th em  b ro u g h t  before th e  m ag is t ra te s  for any  violation  o f  the peace.

7608. O f  th a t  d ispossessed t e n a n t r y ? — Yes.
7609. Y o u  were sum m oned  by the  ch a irm an  of th is  com m ittee  to a t te n d  i t?  

— I go t a sum m ons from W . H .  O rd , E sq . ,  f ran k ed  by C harles  Buller.
7610. N ow  was the  system  of pe rsecu tion  to which you have  a lluded in s t i ­

tu ted  b y  on the avowed princ ip le  of p u n ish m en t  in consequence of the
s tep s  ta k e n  by h is  te n a n t ry ? — I believe i t  was for th is  reason . I did n o t  h ea r  
i t  from h im  myself, b u t  i t  was so genera l ly  re p o r ted  abroad , th a t  i t  m u s t  be 
true .  T h ese  people w'ere genera l ly  desired  to go to M r.  O ’Connell  or the p r ies ts  
w hen in  difficulty, e i th e r  on accoun t  of th e i r  a r re a rs  o f  re n t ,  or because the  lives 
on th e i r  leases h ad  dropped .

7611. H a d  those  people  l iv ing  on the  --------------  fo rm erly  received re lie f
w hen  in d is tress  from  th e  family o f  --------------  of  --------------?— A g rea t  m an y
were constan tly  em ployed  on the  ------------- .

7612. W h a t  n u m b er  should  you im ag ine  ?— 1 can n o t  sp ea k  to the  n u m b e r ,
b u t  I  know  th a t  th e re  w ere  several v illages ; th e re  was the  village o f --------------,
---------------, a n d  --------------- .

7613. M ig h t  th e re  be 40 or 50 f a m il ie s ? — In  -------------  an d  -------------  and
----------- — , I suppose  th e re  m u s t  have been  150 families : I am n o t  over the m ark .

7614. G iv ing  to the  wife an d  ch ild ren  four to each family, th a t  would be 800
o r  900 persons  em ployed  by----------------?— I have n o t  said  how m any, bu t  a num ber
o f  th em  were em ployed  ; w hat the  n u m b er  is I ca n n o t  exactly  state.

7615. I t h in k  you s ta ted  th a t  a t --------------th e re  were 230 souls who
had  been  ejected, an d  th e ir  co ttages levelled, w ith in  the las t  th ree  or four 
m o n th s? — I beg  p ardon , I have m ade  a m is ta k e ;  it is 229 persons  w ith in  the 
las t  12 m onths , an d  all the houses  have been  levelled, and  these  po o r  people  a re  
now sca t te red  am ong  the ne ig h b o u r in g  farms.

7616. T hose  p e rso n s  were fo rm erly  em ployed ab o u t  t h e -------------- of
_________ ?— N o t  a t  all ; they live e igh t  or ten  miles f r o m ----------------.

7617. T h e  o th e r  ind iv iduals  to whom you first a lluded , who live round
 --------— , a g rea t  p ro p o r tio n  of them  were em ployed  b y -------------- ?— Yes.

7618. T h o se  persons,  w hen --------------  stood for the coun ty  in 1826, voted
g en era l ly  ag a in s t  th e ir  l a n d l o r d , -----------------?— T h e y  did.
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7619. So  th a t  th e  ob ligation  o f  m u tu a l  ac ts  o f  k in d n ess  an d  g r a t i tu d e  betw een  
lan d lo rd  a n d  te n a n t  was so far in te rfe red  w ith  on th is  occasion, th a t  in s tead  of 
the  fo rm er good-will which p rev a iled ,  th e  lan d lo rd  was induced  to be  seve re
w ith  th e  t e n a n t  for h av in g  voted  a g a in s t  h i s -------------- --------------- . T h e  lan d lo rd s
w ere  induced  to be seve re  ; th ey  ac ted  from  a  co n sc ien tio u s  m otive , a n d  he  
p u n ish ed  them .

7620. Now, w ere  these  40s. freeho lders  in  a g re a t  d eg ree  o r ig ina l ly  m ad e  for 
th e  p u rp o se  o f  g iv in g  po li tica l  influence to th a t  fam ily ?— I d a re  say  th a t  was the
in te n t io n  o f  --------------  for a g re a t  p o r t io n  w ere  m ad e  in  M a rc h  1825. I t
was th e  sys tem  o f -------------- to k e e p  th ese  p o o r  m en  com ple te ly  d e p e n d e n t ,
for the  lives w ere  always very  ad v an ced  w hich  he  p u t  in to  th e  leases.

7621. So th a t ,  in yo u r  op in ion ,  th e se  te n a n ts  w ere  m ad e  f reeho lders  for th e  
e x p re ss  p u rp o se  o f  g iv in g  po li tica l  in fluence to th a t  fam ily ?— T h a t  was h is  
in ten tio n .

7622. W ell ,  those  ind iv idua ls ,  u p o n  consc ien t ious  g ro u n d s  o r  m otives , vo ted  
a g a in s t  th e i r  lan d lo rd  in  favour o f  the p o p u la r  c a n d id a te  ?— U n q u est io n ab ly .

7623. T h e n ,  h a v in g  been  m ad e  for po litica l m otives , an d  th ey  h a v in g  v o ted  
a g a in s t  th e i r  lan d lo rd ,  do  you co n s id e r  th e re  is a n y  th in g  very  e x t ra o rd in a ry
th a t  t h e -------------- sh o u ld  su b seq u en tly  d ep r iv e  th em  o f  th e i r  freeho ld ,  th ey
h a v in g  vo ted  ag a in s t  h is  in te re s t  ?— I th in k ,  a s  an  h o n es t  m an , h e  sh o u ld  have 
p ra ised  th em  for th e i r  in teg ri ty .

7624. Y ou there fo re  th in k  t h a t -------------- has  n o t  b een  in f luenced  to e jec t  those
n u m ero u s  te n a n ts  from  an y  des ire  to im p ro v e  h is  fa rm s, th e  sp ecu la t io n  of 
po litica l  in fluence h a v in g  to ta lly  failed ; b u t  th a t  he h a s  ac te d ,  even  for the  
la s t  th re e  m o n th s ,  w h e re  th e se  229 p e rso n s  h av e  been  e jec ted  on  po li tica l  
g ro u n d s ? — I th in k ,  i f  th ey  w ere  o f  equa l  u se  to h im  stilly as h e  ex p e c ted  
o r ig ina lly ,  h e  w ould  still c o n t in u e  them .

7625. B u t  th e  po li tica l  in fluence h a v in g  failed, do  you  a t t r ib u te  a  v ind ic tive  
m o tive  o f  severi ty  o r  p e rsecu t io n  by  the  e je c tm e n t  o f  these  229 p e r s o n s ? — 1
h av e  s ta ted  b e f o r e , ---------------does n o t  g ive  h im se lf  m u ch  troub le ,  I believe,
ab o u t  politics, b u t  I believe th e re  is a  feeling  o f  a n g e r  still  a g a in s t  th em  in  c o n ­
sequence  of th e i r  c o n d u c t  in 1826, because  the  po litica l in fluence o f  the  family 
h a s  been  co m p le te ly  d es tro y ed  in  t h a t  coun ty .

7626. B u t  as you s ta ted  th a t  th ese  f reeh o ld e rs  w ere  m ad e  for a po li tica l  
ob ject,  a n d  th e  po litica l  ob jec t h a v in g  (now  n in e  o r  ten  yea rs  ago )  failed, is i t  
n o t  n a tu ra l  to a t t r ib u te  th e  e jec t in g  of these  m en  to th e re  be in g  n o  lo n g e r  an y  
necess i ty  for th e i r  b e in g  f reeh o ld ers ,  r a th e r  th a n  to a  v in d ic t iv e  m o tive  or to a
m o tiv e  o f  persecu tion ,  m o re  p a r t ic u la r ly  as you  s ta te  ---------------  -------------- is  n o t
a  p e rso n  m u ch  in f luenced  by po li tica l  c o n s id e ra t io n s ? — I f  we cou ld  d isconnec t
th e  p re s e n t  c o n d u c t  o f -------------- from  th e  c o n d u c t  p u rs u e d  by th em  im m ed ia te ly
su b seq u e n t  to  the  elec tion , i t  m ay  be possib le  to a t t r ib u te  su ch  a m o tiv e  to 
-------------- , t h a t  is, to d isco n n ec t  i t  a l to g e th e r  from  p ersecu tio n .

7627. A re  you n o t  aw are  th a t ,  in  th e  value  o f  p ro p e r ty ,  th e  g r e a t  subd iv ision  
o f  p ro p e r ty  h a s  b een  co n s id ered  to be  v e ry  d e t r im e n ta l  to th e  i n te r e s t  o f  the 
lan d lo rd ,  a n d  th a t  th e  co m p en sa t io n  fu n d  was the  po li tica l  in fluence th a t  th is  
subd iv is ion  of p ro p e r ty  gave  h im , b u t  th a t  w h e n  th a t  in fluence ceased , t h a t  it 
w as  v e ry  n a tu ra l  th a t  h e  sh o u ld  r e v e r t  aga in  to th e  bes t  m o d e  of d i s t r ib u t in g  h is  
fa rm s  in  la rg e r  p o r t io n s ? — T h a t  is  a  ques t ion  o f  po li tica l  econom y; he  m ay h av e  
th a t  m otive ,  b u t  I have  a lready  observed , th a t  if  th ese  m e n  still  co n t in u ed  to be 
o f  the  sam e use  as was a n t ic ip a ted  w h en  th e y  w ere  m ad e  f reeho lders ,  th a t  n o t ­
w ith s tan d in g  his d es ire  o f  im p ro v in g  h is  e s ta te  by l e t t in g  i t  o u t  in to  la rge  ta rm s,  
h e  would still  co n t in u e  th em  ; besides, th e r e  a re  p o r t io n s  of h is  es ta te s  from  
w hich  m en  a re  now a b o u t  to be e jec ted  a t  th e  co m in g  assizes ,  for w hich  th ey  a re  
co m p e te n t  to p a y  th e i r  re n ts ,  a n d  w h ich  la n d  c a n n o t  be  m ad e  v e ry  ava ilab le  to r  
an y  ag r icu l tu ra l  p u rp o se ,  in a sm u ch  as  i t  is  e x t re m e ly  m o u n ta in o u s  ; I  will n o t  
say  m oun ta inous ,  b u t  i t  is ve ry  s te r i le ,  i t  is  la n d  th a t  is w orth  very  litt le .

7628. Still do you m ean  to say, by  th e  a r r a n g e m e n ts  t h a t  a re  ab o u t  to be m ade
b y -------------- , for the e jec tm e n t  o f  th ese  ind iv idua ls ,  th a t  th e re  is to be a posit ive
ag r ic u l tu ra l  loss to his family ?— I sh o u ld  t h in k  so, because  he, i t  is said, in ten d s  
to  p la n t  on  the  g round .
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7629. Now -------------- , when he  ejec ted  these m en, of course ejected them,

hav ing  the pow er accord ing  to law ?— Certainly .
7630. So th a t  w hen  the tenan ts  did n o t  fulfil the  objects for which they  were 

m ade  freeholders,  the  land lo rd  g o t  r id  of th em  w hen i t  no  longer  su ited  his p u r ­
pose ?— Yes.

7631. I  th in k  you said th a t  the  system  of in t im id a t io n  con tinued  up  to th is  
m om ent,  will you be so good as to  s ta te  cases o f  in t im ida t ion  which have 
co n tin u ed  u p  to th is  m o m e n t? — I will s ta te  one case, the  case of the  ten an ts  of
M r.  ------------- ,  a  gen t lem an  of large  landed  p ro p e r ty ,  as well in th e  liberties  of
the  city, as in  the  coun ty  of W a te rfo rd  ; I  believe he  res ides  in — ---------- ; a
g re a t  p o rt ion  of h is  te n a n try  live with in  the  liberties  o f  the  city  o f -------------.
A t  the la te  e lection  for the  c ity  o f  «--------------, they  were all de te rm ined ,  w ith the
ex cep tio n  o f  one or two, who w ere  generally  supposed to have received  bribes to 
vote for w ha t  we consider the  l ibera l candida tes ,  namely, W yse  an d  Byrne, 
a n d  ag a in s t  M r.  Chris tm as. A  le t te r  was p roduced , p u rp o r t in g  to come from
Mr*-------------- , co m m and ing  th em  to vote for M r.  C hris tm as,  an d  they  were
th ro w n  in to  a g re a t  ap p reh en s io n  in  consequence of it, a n d  because they  had  no 
leases ; they re m a in ed  from  voting  altogether .

7632. T h is  was a t  th e  la s t  e lec tion  for th e  c ity  of W a te r fo rd ? — Y e s ;  and  
unques t ionab ly  they  would have all vo ted , w ith  the-excep tion  o f  the  two I have 
m en tio n ed  before, in s tan t ly  aga ins t  M r.  C hris tm as ,  i f  n o t  for th e  th re a t  in th a t  
le t ter .

7633. T h e n  as i t  appears ,  by  yo u r  op in ion , th a t  these  ten an ts  in  the  p re sen t  
t em p e r  an d  politica l feeling  of I re la n d ,  will vote for th e  p o p u la r  can d id a te  
a g a in s t  the wishes o f  th e ir  landlord , an d  as th e  lan d lo rd  c rea ted  those freeholders 
w ith  the u n d e rs ta n d in g  th a t  th ey  were to vote for h is  in te re s ts ,  a re  you su rp rised  
th a t  land lo rd  should, w hen th a t  influence is tu rn e d  ag a in s t  h im  for which p u rpose  
the  freeho lders  w ere  m ade, a re  you su rp r ised  he  should  en deavour to neu tra lize  
o r  g e t  r id  of th a t  influence ?— I n ev e r  h e a rd  th e re  was an y  u n d e rs tan d in g
w h a tev er  be tw een  M r.  --------------  an d  h is  tenan ts ,  th a t  th ey  should  vote for any
p a r t ic u la r  person.

7634. D id  you n ev e r  u n d e rs tan d  th e re  was such a feeling betw een  the  M arq u is  
of W a te r fo rd  an d  his ten a n t ry  ; a n d  was it  n o t  very  generally  unders tood  in th a t  
p a r t  o f  I re lan d  w hen the  405. f reeho lders  were m ade  in  the  m a n n e r  you have 
described  ?— I  believe th e  coun ty  of W a te r fo rd  was so long  a n  heir- loom  to th e  B e- 
resfords  w ithou t even  a  con tes t ,  t h a t  u n t i l  M r .  S tew ar t  ap p ea red  to co n tes t  the 
coun ty , th e re  was very l i t t le  u n d e r s ta n d in g  b e tw e en  the  M arq u is  o f  W a te rfo rd  
an d  his ten an ts  ab o u t  e lec t ioneering  a t  all.

7635. B ut you s ta ted  in 1S25, a few m o n th s  p reced in g  the  election in  1826, th a t  
a  large  n u m b e r  o f  freeholders  h a d  been  m ade  for th is  ve ry  p u rp o se  of voting, and  
th a t  i t  is  now, in  1835, th e  g re a te r  p ro p o r tio n  of those freeholders  m ade  in  1825, 
which a re  now sou g h t  to be e jec ted  in  consequence of the falling in of th e i r  leases, 
there fo re ,  in  y o u r  opinion, is i t  n o t  ev id en t  th a t  th e  freeho lders  h av in g  in  1825 
been  m ad e  for one  p a r t ic u la r  p u rp o se ,  nam ely ,  the  influence of the  B eresfo rd  
family, or to su p p o r t  th e  influence o f  th a t  family, th a t  a n  u n d e rs ta n d in g  did 
e x is t  a t  the  t im e  they  were m ade freeholders,  th a t  they  should  vote in favour of 
th a t  influence ?— I believe they  were m ade  p r io r  to the  pub lic  an n o u n c em en t  of
M r. S tew ar t’s in ten d in g  to con tes t  the  coun ty , a n d --------------  m ay  have  had
som e p r iv a te  in tim ation ,  th a t  he  w ould  in  all p robab ili ty  seek  th e  rep resen ta t io n  
w hen  he  cam e of age. B u t  I was n o t  aw are, n o r  have  I  ever  h ea rd ,  th a t  when 
th ey  d id  reg is te r  those persons, th a t  th ey  exacted  any  p rom ise  w h a tev er  from 
them , th a t  they  would vote agreeably  to th e i r  wishes.

7636. I do not sp eak  of any  prec ise  p rom ise , b u t  I sp ea k  o f  an  u n d e rs ta n d in g  
ex is ting ,  th a t  w hen  these  freeholders were m ade, i t  was u n d ers to o d  by  th em  th a t
th ey  would su p p o r t  t h e --------------family, th ey  be in g  te n a n ts  u n d e r  t h e --------------- ?
— T h e -------------- m ay have  th a t  u n d e rs ta n d in g  in  th e i r  own m inds  ; b u t  I  am
su re  they  n ev e r  com m unica ted  i t  to th e ir  tenan ts .  I  believe the  --------------
n ev e r  co n tem p la ted  th e re  would be such a m oral u p r is in g  aga ins t  th e i r  influence 
as did tak e  place.

7637. H a v e  they , a f te r  t h a t  fa ilure in 1826, co n tin u ed  to m ak e  f reeh o ld e rs?—
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V os; they  m ade  m ore  10/. freeholders  su b seq u en t  to the  E m an c ip a tio n  Bill tliau 
an y  o th e r  family in the coun ty  o f  W ate rfo rd .

7638 . W e re  those persons  g en e ra l ly  Catholics  o r  P ro te s tan ts '?— T h e  te n a n t ry  
g en e ra l ly  o f  the coun ty  o f  W aterfo rd  a re  Catholics.

7645. You s ta ted ,  th e re  w ere  up w ard s  o f  200 p ersons  who h a d  suffered, a n d  
th e n  you said you m u s t  ex p la in  it, for they  have n o t  rea l ly  suffered, for the  e jec t­
m en ts  have not been p u t  in force ; a n d  as to the  re n ts  th a t  were d u e ,  th a t  they  
had  been assis ted  in th em  by the  R o m an  C atholic  A ssocia tion  ; how th en  d id  
th ey  suffer?— I was th en  g iv in g  an  an sw er  to the ques t ion  o f  an  honourab le
M e m b e r  ex p lan a to ry  o f  the  views o f  th e  -------------- in  p e rsecu t in g  the  people,
th e y  p u t  them  to the cost of b r in g in g  th em  in to  co u r t  for a r r e a r s  th a t  had  been  
long  due, a l th o u g h  the sum s w ere  very trifling in them selves  ; they  d id  n o t  suffer 
subsequen tly ,  because  the  C atho lic  A ssocia tion  s tep p ed  in w ith th e i r  m oney  an d  
ass is ted  them .

764-6. T h e n  th e ir  sufferings were m ore  those a r is in g  from  th rea ts  th a n  actual 
loss ?— T h e y  did every  th in g  th ey  possibly could  do to e jec t  them  ; b u t  in conse­
q u en ce  o f  an  e r ro r  co m m itted  by the  ass is tan t  b a r r is te r  in  d ec ree in g  beyond the 
ju r isd ic t io n  of his court,  they were co n tin u ed  in th e i r  places.

7655. In  ap p ea l in g  to the low er classes, d id  y o u  an d  th e  o th e r  c le rgy  w ho in te r ­
fered  in  the  elec tion , p r in c ip a l ly  dwell on a p a r t ic u la r  co n s tru c t io n  a t tach ed  by 
you to the oath  ag a in s t  b r ibery  ?— Yes.

7656. A n d  th a t  th e  ta k in g  o f  a b ribe  a t  a n  e lec tion  is g en e ra l ly  followed by 
p e r ju ry  ?— Yes.

7657. Y ou held  o u t  to the  vo ters ,  th a t  th ey  w ere  b o u n d  n o t  to  a c cep t  m oney, 
an d  n o t  to vote in  consequence  o f  an y  p ro m ise  of w orld ly  a d v a n ta g e  ?— Yes.

7658. T h a t  co n s truc tion  you cons ider  to be the  leg i t im a te  one  to be p u t  on  th a t  
o a th ? — Yes.

7659. A n d  i t  was by  a p p e a l in g  to th a t  oa th ,  an d  n o t  by  an y  th rea t  o f  tem p o ra l  
loss, th a t  you  en d eav o u red  to sway th e  m in d s  o f  th e  R o m an  C atho lic  v o te r s ? —  
Yes.

7660. A l though  you sp o k e  b u t  once a t  a  p u b lic  assem bly  in  one  p a r t ic u la r  
chapel,  im m edia te ly  with re ference  to the  election , d id  you  a n d  th e  o th e r  c le rg y  
sp ea k  g en e ra l ly  upon  the  co n s tru c tio n  o f  the  oath , w ith o u t  re ference  to th e  in d i ­
v idual cand ida tes  who were to s ta n d  a t  th e  e lec tion  ?— W ith  re g a rd  to th e  b ribery  
oa th ,  I felt i t  m y  d u ty  to cau tio n  the  p eo p le  a t  m ass on S u n d ay  ag a in s t  p e r ju ry  ;
I  told them , th a t  th e re  was no  secu r i ty  for life o r  p ro p e r ty  i f  an  oa th  could be 
trifled with  ; I en larged  upon  i t  as  one  o f  th e  g re a te s t  c r im es  ag a in s t  th e  G odhead , 
inasm uch  as i t  m ak es  h im  a p a r ty  to a falsehood.

7661. D id  you, o r  did an y  R o m a n  Catholic  p r ie s t ,  to y o u r  know ledge ,  th re a te n  
th e  voters with p o p u la r  vengeance ,  a n d  w ith  th e i r  ru in ,  if  they  d isobeyed th e  
des i re  of the p o p u la r  l e a d e rs ? — N o, I confined  m y se lf  exc lusively  to a n  e lu c id a­
t io n  o f  th e i r  m oral du ties ,  w ith o u t  the  s l igh tes t  re ference  to  an y  o f  the cand ida tes .
I n ev e r  recollect, when officiating as c le rgym an , h av in g  in t ro d u ce d  th e  nam e  of 
a n y  political m an  with a view o f  a r ra y in g  pub lic  feeling  aga ins t  him .

7662. Y o u  a re  aw are  th a t ,  s ince R o m a n  Catholic  em an c ip a t io n ,  the  R o m an  
C atho lics  have  in te rfe red  in e lec tions ?— T h e y  have .

7664. D id  you conceive i t  to be y o u r  d u ty  to in te rfe re  to a c e r ta in  e x te n t  a t  
elec tions s ince  em anc ipa tion  ?— Yes.

7665. WThy ?— T o  p roduce  b e t te r  g o v e rn m e n t  for the co u n try ,  a n d  to p u t  an  
en d  to the  sys tem  th a t  is ev e ry  day m ark e d  by b loodshed , and  th e  k e e p in g  the 
different p o rt ions  o f  I r is h m e n  asunder .

7666. D id  you  conceive i t  to be yo u r  m oral d u ty  to in te rp o se  with a  view to 
th e  correction  o f  a sys tem  o f  th in g s  from  w hich  im m o ra li ty  o f  the  w orst  so r t  is 
de r ived  ?— Certain ly .

7667. I suppose you re fe r  to the  t i th e  sys tem  ?— Yes.
7668. Do you conceive th a t  i f  the  sys tem  o f  ballo t  were in t ro d u ce d  in to  I r e ­

land , th a t  the R om an Catholic  c le rg y m en ,  th ro u g h  the confessional o r  th ro u g h  an y  
o p p o r tu n i t ie s  afforded h im  by h is  cler ical  re la t io n  w ith  his p en iten ts ,  to be able to 
ob ta in  know ledge of the m a n n e r  in  which an  e lec to r  had  voted , o r  of the m a n n e r  
in  which a t  an  ensu ing  election he  would in te n d  to vote ?— It would be a  m o n ­
strous  abuse  o f  his m in is try  to seek  such in fo rm ation  th ro u g h  the  confessional.
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76G9. Do you limit your answ er to tile seek ing  it  th rough  a confessional, 
properly  so called, or do you ex tend  i t  to  th a t  p a r t  of the question p u t  to you by 
the Committee, which re la ted  to the  opportun it ie s  which his sp ir i tual calling 
m igh t  o therw ise afford to h im ? — I ex ten d  my answ er to both b ranches  of the 
question.

7670. H ave  you ever asked  a t  confessions of any elector how he h ad  voted, or 
how he would vote ?— N ever,  and  n ev e r  shall.

7671. A re  you convinced th a t  i f  the ballot were in troduced ,  the R om an  C a ­
tholic clergy would no t employ the confidence reposed in them  in confessional, for 
the  purpose  o f  swaying voters a t  e lec t ions?— I am  sure they  would not.

7672. D o  you conceive th a t  if  a b e t te r  system of g o v ern m en t  were in troduced  
in to  Ire land , the R om an  Catholic clergy would re m it  in a g rea t  m easure  th e ir  
political in te rfe ren c e?— I am  sure  they  would.

7673. Now you say th a t  you have  not in te rfe red  so m uch  in election m atte rs  
s ince Catholic em ancipation  has passed, b u t  th a t  you have felt i t  your du ty  to in ­
terfere  on the subject of t i thes  ?— I have in terfe red  very litt le  on the question  of 
tithes ,  for th is  p la in  reason, th a t  re s id in g  in the city  where t i thes  did no t exist, 
the question  did no t p ress  upon m e ; b u t  I  have voted  for those  whom I knew  
would vote in  the  H o u se  of C om m ons for a change  of the system.

7674. W h e n  you ta lk  o f  a  change of the  system , do you m ean  an  alleviation 
of t i thes  from the  p oore r  classes, or do you m ean  th a t  no t ithes w hatsoever is to 
be pa id  to th e  P ro te s ta n t  c lergy ; do you wish for the to tal abolition  of i t ? — I 
should  wish to see t i thes  a ltogether ex t ingu ished  ; b u t  w hen I say th a t  I th in k  
G o v e rn m en t  is bound  to p rovide  an adequate  su p p o r t  for every  g en tlem an  who 
h as  a lready  en te red  the P ro te s tan t  m in is try , because they  did so u n d e r  the  con­
viction th a t  they  would be p rov ided  for. (pp. 442— 450.)

G e r a l d  F i t z g e r a l d , E s q .

5239. I n what coun ty  in I re lan d  do you re s id e ?— In  the county  of T ip p era ry .
• 5240. D o  you hold  any  official s i tua tion  ?— I am  re s id e n t  m ag is tra te  of police 
for th a t  county.

5322. You, as a  s t ipend iary  m agis tra te ,  have very  often h ad  occasion to ex e r t  
yourse lf  for the  purpose  of d e tec t ing  offenders?— Certain ly , i t  is m y duty.

• 5323. H ave  you in some instances  been in s tru m en ta l  in ob ta in ing  the discovery 
o f  offenders th rough  the  in te rven tion  o f  the  c le rg y ?— Yes, 1 have.

5324. D oes not your expe rience  of the R o m an  Catholic clergy, which appears  
to  have  ex is ted  to some ex ten t ,  a t  least in yo u r  official capacity , lead you to the 
conclusion th a t  the R o m an  Catholic clergy are bound  by secresy respec ting  every 
th in g  th a t  is com m unica ted  in  confession ?— I have always h ea rd  th a t  they are.

5325. Do n o t  you believe th a t  R o m an  Catholic p r ies ts  k eep  secre t com m uni­
ca tions m ade to th em  by offenders?— I believe they do ; I  have h ea rd  i t  always 
sta ted  th a t  com m unications m ade u n d e r  the seal of confession were sacred.

5326. Do you recollect  a case w here  you yourself usefully  in te rp o sed  with 
re spec t  to the m u rd e re rs  of Shea, in which the d iscovery of the  offence was ob­
ta ined  by the refusal of the p r ie s t  to give absolution to the  witness, till the  witness 
should  give inform ation to th eG o v e rn m en t ,  though the  p r ie s t  h im self  was bound  
to secresy ?— T h e  witness so sta ted  upon  the table.

5327- So th a t  in th a t  case the  p r ie s t  did no t m ak e  the disclosure, though  he 
insisted  upon the witness m ak in g  the disclosure for the p u rposes  of ju s t ic e  ?—  
T h e  witness so s ta ted  upon  the table.

5328. T h en  your conclusion is, t h a t  the  p r ie s t  is b ound  to secresy in  the first 
p lace , and  the p r ie s t  observes secresy ?— As to his observ ing  secresy, I have 
formed no opinion ; I have always unders tood  th a t  the p r ie s t  was bound to 
secresy, and  I  believe th a t  he does keep  secre t  those com m unica tions  m ade  in 
confession, b u t  I canno t s ta te  positively.

5329. I t  is your opinion, from your know ledge o f  the  Catholic priesthood, 
< th a t  they do not disclose w ha t  is m ade known to th em  in  confession ?— I  believe

not.
5330. T h en  supposing  the  p r ie s t  were to inqu ire  o f  the  p en i ten t  how he 

voted, the p r ie s t  would be bound  to sec resy?— I tak e  i t  th a t  he  would no t dis-
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close to any one person how that individual voted, but it would serve as a future 
land-mark to tbe priest how he could exert his influence upon that individual, 
supposing that that individual had voted in any way opposed to the wishes of  
the priest.

5331. B u t  i f  a n u m b er  o f  R o m an  Catholic  c le rgym en  of respec tab il i ty  were 
p ro d u ced  as w itnesses upon  the  subject, o f  which they  m u s t  have b e t te r  cog­
n izance  th an  yourself, an d  th ey  w ere  all to co n cu r  in asse r t in g ,  th a t  i t  would be 
c r im in a l  upon  the p a r t  of the  p r ie s t  to a sk  an y  ques tion  w ith  re p ec t  to the  vote, 
an d  still m ore  cr im inal  to m a k e  a d isc losure  ; do n o t  you th in k  th a t  such  ev i­
dence in th e  first p lace  m u s ?  be m uch  p re fe rab le  to your con jec tu re ,  an d  would 
i t  no t lead  you to th in k  th a t  the confessional could  not be u sed  as a m ean s  for 
co u n te rac t in g  the  secresy  o f  the  ballo t  ?— M in e  is m ere ly  co n jec tu re ,  an d  m u s t  
be tak en  acco rd ing  to i ts  value.

5332. A ssu m in g  th a t  the  p r ie s t  does n o t  reveal w ha t  passes  be tw een  h im  and  
h is  p e n i te n t  a t  confession, m ay not a p r ie s t ,  occasionally  d isp lay ing , as  you have  
sa id , his po litica l power, exerc ise  over his p e n i t e n t  a n  influence in te r fe r in g  so 
ta r  w ith  the  free wishes o f  the  v o te r  as  to in d u ce  th a t  vo ter to vo te  acco rd ing  
to the p o p u la r  wishes ; for in s tance ,  has  he n o t  the  p ow er o f  sp ir i tu a l  consola tion  
to  th a t  ind iv idua l in g iv in g  h im  w hen  sick, or a f te r  an y  c r im e  he  m ay have  co m ­
m itted ,  abso lu tion  ; has he  n o t  a g re a t  sp ir i tu a l  in fluence an d  con tro l  o ver  th a t  
ind iv idua l,  an d  i f  the sec re t  pow er o f  th e  ballo t were to be established, would 
no t  the p r ie s t  have  a m uch  l a r g e r  pow er an d  influence th a n  an y  o th e r  ind iv idua l 
in  I r e l a n d ? — I do conceive  th a t  lie would have n o t  only an in d i re c t  influence 
as  to the im m ed ia te  elec tion , b u t  he would have  a  d irec t  in fluence as to all fu ture  
elec tions, because  i f  he becam e ap p r ized ,  u n d e r  the seal o f  confession, how-an  
e lec to r had  vo ted  on a p a r t ic u la r  elec tion , an d  th a t  th a t  vo te was g iven  ag a in s t  
th e  p r ie s t ’s w ishes, of cou rse  th e  p r ie s t  w ould  d i rec t  his influence a t  a fu tu re  
election  to in d u ce  th a t  e lec to r  to vote d ifferently  th a n  he  had  done before, an d  
acco rd ing  to the views o f  the  p r ie s t  on  the p a r t ic u la r  occasion, (p p .  305, 312, 
314 .)

H e n r y  J o h n  B r o w n r i g g , E s q .

4584. W h a t  office do you  hold  ?— I am  su b - in sp ec to r  o f  the  coun ty  o f  K e r ry ,  
an d  a  m ag is t ra te  of the  coun ty .

4585. Y ou were em ployed  in  the co u n ty  o f  K e r ry  p rev io u s  to an d  d u r in g  the 
la te  e lection in J a n u a ry  la s t  ?— I was.

4590. W h a t  were the  g en e ra l  fea tu res  of in t im id a tio n  exh ib i ted  a t  th a t  election, 
was i t  a system  of in t im id a t io n  p u rsu e d  by m ean s  of th e  p r ie s ts  ex e rc is in g  u n d u e  
influence, o r  was it m ere ly  by the mob, o r  by both ?— A s far  as  I have  unders to o d , 
from  re p o r ts  m ad e  to me, the  influence of the  p r ie s ts  co n tr ib u ted  very  m uch  to 
influence the  vo tes  of the electors .  T h e  in fluence o f  the  m ob  in  som e cases, I 
believe also to have  h ad  the  sam e effect.

4591. A re  you aw are of a speech ,  a lleged  to  h av e  been  m ad e  b y  M r.  D an ie l
O ’Connell  a t  the associa tion  in  D u b l in ,  a n d  pub lish ed  in  the  K e r ry  p a p e r ,  which 
speech  in substance  had  a p assag e  to th is  effect: “  I go  to-m orrow  down to the
co u n ty  to oppose the K n ig h t  o f  K e rry .  I will te ll  you m ore , th a t  th e re  is n o t  a  
C atho lic  in  th a t  coun ty  who will be base en ough  to vo te  for the  K n ig h t  of K e rry ,  
who shall  n o t  have  on his door a  d e a th ’s head  an d  cross  bones p a in ted ,  to show 
w hat a  m isc rea n t  th a t  Catholic  m ust  be.”  In  an y  p lacards ,  p ap e rs ,  o r  p r in te d  d ocu­
m en ts  in  the co u n ty  o f  K e rry ,  has  such a passage  com e to yo u r  know ledge ,  as 
be ing  alleged to h av e  been  u t te re d  by M r. O ’C onne ll  ?— Yes.

4592. W h a t  in te rp re ta t io n  was p u t  upon those  w ords by th e  peop le  in gen e ra l  
in the county of K e r ry  ?— T h e  p re v a le n t  op in ion  am o n g s t  ‘he  peop le  was, th a t  those 
words m ark ed  them  o u t  as p ersons  who were l ike ly  to suffer, e i th e r  in th e i r  p e r ­
son or otherw ise, i f  they  vo ted  c o n t ra ry  to the  p o p u la r  candida tes .

4593. D o  you know  direc tly , from  any  C atho lic  g en t lem en  o f  y o u r  ac q u a in t­
ance, in  ta lk ing  of w'ords so r e m a rk a b le  as those , w h a t  was, in th e i r  es tim ation , 
as  Catholic  g en tlem en  o f  ed u ca tion ,  th e  in te rp re ta t io n  which they  p u t  upon those  
w o rd s?— I have h ea rd  severa l  d iscuss  it. I reco llec t  in one in s tan ce  in p a r t ic u ­
lar,  a Catholic  gen t lem an  say ing ,  th a t  th e  very  c i rcu m stan ce  of th a t  th rea t ,  as  he



called it, being held out, would induce him to vote directly the contrary way ter 
what he otherwise would be disposed; that is, that he would not vote for Mr, 
O ’Connell, but against him.

4594. T h e n  the  in te rp re ta t io n  in  th a t  gen t lem an ’s m ind , be ing  an educated  
person , was, th a t  i t  was m ean t  as a th re a t  b y  M r.  O ’Connell, which he  was d e te r­
m in ed  to oppose by voting  co n tra ry  to  th e  way he  had  originally  in ten d ed  ?—* 
Certainly.

4595. B u t  with the  lower o rders  o f  Catholics, w ho a re  n o t  in th e  in d ep en d en t  
pos it ion  of this gen tlem an , an d  who in te rp re ted  this p a r t  of the speech as a threat# 
were they likely to oppose the  p o p u la r  candida tes  ?— I th ink  they  viewed it  in the 
sam e ligh t ; b u t  I do not th in k  they  were disposed to ac t  in  th e  sam e way.

4590. H a v e  you any  doubt, from all you have  heard  in the  coun ty  from others ,  
as well as y o u r  own in te rp re ta t io n  upon  th a t  passage, th a t  it  was taken  generally  
as a th rea t ,  denounc ing  those as m iscrean ts  who should vote aga ins t  th e  po p u la r  
cand ida tes  in  favour o f  the K n ig h t  of K e rry ?— 1 certa in ly  th in k  th a t  the  people  
d id  consider i t  as  a  th rea t .

4597. Do you know any  fact th a t  occurred  in th e  coun ty  of K e rry  afterwards, 
w hen  M r. O ’Connell cam e down, which confirmed th a t  view, th a t  the speech  was 
ta k e n  as a th re a t? — D o you know  w h e th e r  M r.  O ’Connell, in the county  of K e rry ,  
a t  T ra lee ,  from a  balcony o r  platform , in fron t of the Com m ercial R ead ing  Room s, 
addressed  the  people on one day, an d  th a t  he  s ta ted  in substance , as it  has been  
p r in te d  in the K e rry  papers ,  “ th a t  the re  was not a dem on in Hell m ore base th an  
th e  Catholic who should  vote for the  K n ig h t  of K e rry ,”  an d  then  these words were 
repea ted ,  “ 1 will have a d e a th ’s head  an d  cross bones p a in ted  or p r in ted  on a 
p lacard ,  an d  p os ted  on the door of any  Catholic who votes  for h im  !” — I  h ea rd  
those words used in  substance  by M r. O ’Connell.

4598. D id  you h ea r  the  first, p a r t ,  “  th a t  th e re  was no  dem on in H e l l  m ore  base 
th a n  the  Catholic  w ho should  vote for th e  K n ig h t  o f  K e r ry  ?” — I  did.

4599. D o  n o t  you th in k  th a t  th is  speech ,  ta k e n  in  connection  with the public 
speech  m ad e  a t  Dublin , was ca lcu la ted  to a la rm  any  Catholic o f  the  lower orders 
i f  he voted for the K n ig h t  of K e rry  ?— I th in k  so.

4600. I s  there  n o t  every  reason  to believe th a t  he would be insu lted  an d  bea ten ,  
an d  th a t  he  would be liable  to be in ju red  in  his t rade ,  to have h is  p ro p e r ty  in jured , 
a n d  pe rh ap s  his life p laced in d a n g e r? — I would n o t ,p e rh a p s ,g o  the whole len g th  
as to his life be ing  endangered ,  because I have  never h ea rd  any  person  exp ress  it  
so far as th a t  ; b u t  I do believe, th a t  the Catholics  in  general  considered  th a t  if  
they  voted  co n tra ry  to the  w ishes of M r.  O ’Connell,  they  w ould  be in ju red  in the ir  
trade.

4601. A re  they  n o t  liable to have th e i r  p ro p e r ty  in ju red  by voting  aga ins t  Mr* 
O ’Connell ?— Certain ly , (pp .  2(j4— 266.)

M r .  M o r r i s  B r e n n a n .

7757. Y o u  reside in the coun ty  of K e r ry  ?— I do.
7933. D id  you ever h ea r  any  th in g  o f  a d ea th ’s head  and cross bones ?— E v ery  

body m ust  have h ea rd  of that.
7934. Y ou do not believe th e re  was such a th ing  ?— N o, I do not.
7935. D o  you m ean  to say you did n o t  believe there  was any re ference  m ade 

to d e a th ’s head  and  cross b o n es?— I have h ea rd  o f  it  very  often.
7936. Do you believe such a th ing  took place, and  of the allusion be ing  made 

use o f  a t  the election for the purpose  o f  influencing the v o te s?— No.
7939. Y ou do not believe th a t  any person in address ing  the  peop le  011 the p a r t  

o f  M r. M ullins  o r  M r.  O ’Connell th rea ten ed  th a t  a d e a th ’s h ead  an d  cross bones 
should  be p u t  a t  the peop le’s doors if  they did n o t  vote for th e m ? — N o, I n ev e r  
h ea rd  such expressions used.

7940. Y o u  never h ea rd  th a t  such language was ascribed  to any person  ; you do 
no t  believe th a t  they  did use th a t  language in ad d ress ing  the p eo p le?— No, I 
nev e r  h ea rd  i t  used, but I heard  of it  th rough  the new spapers.
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7941. Did you h e a r  O ’Connell address  th e  peop le  a t  T ra le e  from a window, o r  

from a balcony, a f te r  his a r r iva l  from  D u b l in ? — No.
7942. D id  you ev e r  h e a r  th a t  be had  m ade  use o f  th is  exp ress ion ,  th a t  i f  any  

ind ividual vo ter  d id  no t su p p o r t  the  p o p u la r  can d id a te s ,  a d e a th ’s head  a n d  cross  
bones should  be fixed o v e r  h is  door ; a n d  th a t  th a t  m an  w ho would not vo te  for 
the p o p u la r  cand ida tes ,  an d  for his re lig ion ,  would be a base m isc rean t ,  o r  words 
in  substance  to th a t  effect?— I h ea rd  th a t  im p u te d  to h im  ; b u t  I d id  n o t  believe 
it, no r  do I believe it, as the  im press ion  on m y m in d  is th a t  he  d en ied  it.

7943. A re  you an y  re la t iv e  o f  M r. O ’C onne ll’s ?— A very  n e a r  re la tive .
7914. W h a t  re la t io n  a re  you to h im ? — I believe a first o r  second cousin , or

som eth ing  o f  th a t  sort.
7945. D o  you m ean  to say you do n o t  believe M r.  O ’C onne ll  said th a t  ?— 1 do 

not, i f  he  d en ied  i t  ; b u t  I h ea rd  i t  im p u te d  to him .
7940. Y o u  do n o t  believe a word of i t  ?— I d o  n o t  believe a  w ord o f  it ,  as  I 

u n d ers to o d  he  den ied  i t  : b u t  I h ea rd  i t  im p u te d  to him.
7758. Y ou w ere  ap p o in ted  a co llec tor o f  the  g ra n d  ju r y  cess o f  the  b a ro n y  o f  

M ag o n ih y  ?— I was.
7759. In  J a n u a ry  1830 ?— Yes.
7760. I believe th a t  you were e lec ted  by a la rg e  m ajo ri ty  of the  m ag is t ra te s  of 

the  coun ty  ?— Yes.
7701. Up to w hat tim e d id  you  c o n t in u e  e lec ted  ?— U p  to the  las t  S p r in g  

assizes, M arch  1835.
7762. W h a t  was the  s i tu a t io n  w o r th  .*— A b o u t  200/. a -year .
7763. D id  you ta k e  an y  p a r t  in  the la s t  e le c t io n ? — Yes, I vo ted  w ith  M r. 

O ’Connell  an d  M r.  M ullins .
7764. Y ou a re  a  re la t io n  o f  M r.  O ’C onnell  ?— I am .
7765. F o r  w hom  did  you tak e  a n  ac tive  p a r t ? — O n b eh a lf  o f  M r.  O ’Connell  

an d  M r.  M ullins .
7766. W ere  you a f te r  th e  e lec t ion  d ism issed  from  yo u r  s i t u a t io n ? — I was.
7767. W a s  th e re  an y  ch a rg e  p re fe r r e d  a g a in s t  you w ith  re sp ec t  to th e  m a n n e r  

in which you had  perfo rm ed  the d u tie s  o f  y o u r  s i tu a t io n  ?— N o n e .  T h e  ques tion  
which a g en t lem an ,  th e  t r e a s u re r  o f  th e  co u n ty ,  a sk e d  was, w h e th e r  th e re  was 
an y  fault to be found w ith  m e ; an d  th e  an sw er  was, th a t  d u r in g  m y a p p o in t ­
m e n t  (a  p e r io d  o f  betw een  five an d  s ix  years ,  from  J a n u a r y  1830 to M a rc h  1835), 
th e re  could  n o t  be a m o re  co r rec t  or re g u la r  officer ; those were a lm ost ex ac tly  
the  words used by him .

7768. W as th e re  an y  in s tan ce  o f  a co llec to r  b e in g  d ism issed  e x c e p t in g  from  
m isco n d u c t?— N o in s tan ces  in  th a t  co u u ty ;  n o r  from  th e  in q u ir ie s  I  have  m ade ,  
in any  o th e r  co u n ty  in Ire land .

7769. W h e n  you w ere  can d id a te  for the  s i tu a t io n  in  J a n u a ry  1830, you  h ad  
for your co m p e t i to r  a  M r.  J o h n  M ‘C ar th y  ?— Yes.

7770. A fte r  the  las t  e lec t ion  a t  the  S p r in g  assizes, M r .  M ‘C ar th y  was s u b s t i ­
tu te d  in yo u r  p lace?— Yes.

7771. F o r  whom  did  M ‘C ar th y  vo te  ?— F o r  th e  K n ig h t  o f  K e rry .
7772. D id  he ex e r t  h im se lf  for th e  K n ig h t  o f  K e r r y ? — H e  d id , ve ry  m uch.
7773. W h e n  you rece ived  in t im a t io n  th a t  th e re  was an  effort to be m ad e  to

d ep r iv e  you o f  your s i tu a t io n ,  did you ap p ly  to an y  of the  d ep u ty  l ieu ten an ts  of 
the coun ty  ?— I d id , to a  M r . -------------- , a d ep u ty  l i e u te n a n t  o f  th e  county .

7774. W h a t  did M r . -------------- s ta te  to you ?— M r . ---------------- f irs t  s ta ted ,  on
my ask in g  h im  w h e th e r  it  was possible th a t  the  re p o r t  was tru e ,  th a t  I was go ing  
to be deprived  of m y s i tu a t io n  m ere ly  because  1 h ad  ta k e n  an  ac tive  p a r t  for th e  
po p u la r  cand ida tes  a t  the  las t  e lec tion , he a d m it te d  th a t  to be the  fact ; b u t  first 
said th a t  his m otive  for p ro m is in g  to vote ag a in s t  m e was because  the  gen t lem an  
w ho was going  to be su b s t i tu ted  h ad  ag reed  to co llec t  a t  a  low er r a te  ; to which 1 
replied , th a t  if the g ra n d  ju r y  th o u g h t  i t  reasonab le ,  genera l ly  speak ing ,  to re d u ce  
the  salaries of the h igh  constab les,  I would e i th e r  do it a t  th a t  lower ra te ,  o r  g ive  
up the  situation  quietly . H e  th e n  sa id , th e  fact is (o r  so m eth in g  to th is  effect),
from  the  p a r t  you have  ta k e n  in  th e  la s t  e lec tion , M r . ------------- , -------------- ,
an d  myself, in a conversation  a t  m y  house  tne o th e r  day, had  de te rm in ed ,  u n d e r  
ajl c ircum stances , to rem ove you. H e  said, a t  the sam e time, I feel a difficulty, 
an d  cons ider  it  an  in ju s tice  to rem ove you w ithou t  cause  ; b u t  he sa id  th en ,  from
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the p a r t --------------------- h as  tak en  aga ins t  you , I th in k  you have no chance,
o r  som eth ing  to th a t  effect; and  he th en  said, lie h ad  seen an d  read
-------------- ’s le t te r  t o --------------- , d irec ting  h im  to canvass the  g ra n d  ju ry  aga inst
you.

7775. H ave  you heard  of any  dec lara tion  m ade by M r . -------------- , t h e --------------
--------------  of the county  ?-—W h e n  the g ran d  ju ry  were voting on the  occa­
sion, th is  said  M r . --------------and  M r. --------------- declared th a t  the ir  only reason
for voting against m e was from the  p a r t  1 h ad  taken  a t  the last election ; they 
dec lared  i t  in open court,  because the  g ran d  ju ry  sa t  in  open  court.

7776. D id  you app ly  to M r. --------------to in te rest  h im self  with his son in your
favour?— I did.

7777. W h a t  answ er did M r. —-----------  give y o u ?— M r . --------------  said, that
his son had  p rom ised  to vo te  aga ins t  m e, or would vote aga ins t  m e ; and  th a t  in
doing  so, he would be influenced by the p a r t  -------------  had  tak en  aga ins t
m e ; an d  th a t  he, M r.  -----------— , h ad  s e e n -------------- ’s le t te r  to ---------------,
des ir ing  h im  to canvass all the m em bers  o f  the g ra n d  ju ry  for M r.  M ‘C arthy  
aga ins t  me.

7778. Before yo u r  dismissal d id  any  person  ap p e a r  as a m em b er of the g rand  
ju ry  to in terpose , an d  ask w h e th e r  the re  was any com pla in t  aga ins t  y o u ? — Yes.

7779. W h o  was th a t  ?— M r. Jo h n  O ’Connell.
7780. T h e  fa the r  of M r. M organ  J o h n  O ’Connell, the m em b er  for the  coun ty?  

— Yes.
7781. W h a t  answ er was th e re  m a d e ? — T h e re  was no r e p ly ;  he  asked  the 

question  twice ; two days before they h ad  voted  M r. J .  O ’Connell asked , i f  the re  
was an y  com plain t  to be m ade of any  of the collectors of the g ran d  ju ry  cess, as  
tha t ,  i f  th e re  was, i t  would be fa ir  to s ta te  so then , so as to give th em  an  o p p o r­
tu n ity  of m ee tin g  any  charge  m ade  aga ins t  them.

7782. Now in  two days afterwards, w hen  i t  becam e necessary  for the  collector 
o f  cess to en te r  in to  fresh securities  according to the  custom, d id  the t reasu re r  
o f  th e  coun ty  say any  th in g  ?— T h e  trea su re r  o f  th e  coun ty  was asked, w he ther  
th e re  was any  com pla in t  m ade  to h im  of M r.  B ren n a n ,  one  of the collectors of 
cess.

7783. W h o  asked  th is  q u es t io n ?— M r. J .  O ’Connell.
7784. Before the  g ra n d  j u r y ? — Yes.
7785. In  p u b l ic ? — Y e s ;  to which he  replied , no.
7786. A n d  up o n  the t re a s u re r  dec la ring  there  was no com pla in t  aga ins t  you, 

was any  fu r th e r  question  asked  o f  the t re a su re r  ?— W h e th e r  he  h ad  h im self  ( the  
t re a su re r )  any cause  to find fau lt w ith  m e as a  collector ; to which he rep lied  as I 
said before, th a t  d u r in g  m y  ap p o in tm en t ,  th e re  could n o t  be a m ore  correc t  and  
re g u la r  officer, or som eth ing  to th a t  effect.

7787. D id  you te n d e r  good security  ?— Yes, the persons  who were always m y 
sure ty ,  ex cep tin g  on one  occasion, w hen one of th em  was ill,  was J o h n  an d  Jam es  
O ’Connell.

7788. B oth  g en tlem en  of la rge  fortune ?— Yes.
7789. W h a t  was th e  am o u n t  of the security  ?— F ive  or six  th ousand  pounds.
7790. H a v e  you an y  doub t t h a t --------------  did, in  consequence of the p a r t

which you took  a t the  election, e x e r t  h im se lf  to deprive  you of your situation  ?—
I have no d o u b t  of it, as M r.  -------------- dec lared  he  h ad  read  h is  ----------------
le t te r ,  an d  i t  h ad  influenced him .

7791. P ray ,  before you were d ism issed from  y o u r  situation , an d  Mr. M ‘C arthy, 
the p a r t i s an  o f  the  K n ig h t  of K erry ,  was su b s t i tu ted  for you, had  you been 
ap p lied  to to do the business a t  a lower r a t e ? — No.

7792. B u t  af te rw ards, w hen M r . --------------  told you in  the first  ins tance  th a t
M r.  M ‘C ar th y  had  offered to do the  business  a t  a lower ra te ,  you offered to do it  
y o u rse lf  a t  a lower r a t e ? — Yes.

7793. So th a t  you are  positive th a t  on th a t  g ro u n d  you were n o t  d ism issed ?—  
C erta in ly .

7794. W as  the re  ever an y  deficiency in  any of your accoun ts  ?— N ever.
7795. D id  you ever  requ ire  any  fu r th e r  time to pay in the  acco u n t?— I always 

pa id  in w ith in  th e  time p resc r ibed  by A ct of P ar l iam en t,  which I believe is e i the r  
two or th ree  days before the assizes.



7796. I believe you were tb s  las t  in th e  co u n ty  to collect, anil the  first
to  p ay  in ?— I was th e  las t  perso n ,  from  eve ry  in fo rm a tio n  th a t  I could  collect,
t h a t  com m enced  collecting , an d  th e  t r e a s u re r  in v a r iab ly  to ld  m e 1 was th e  first 
p e rso n  to pay  in.

7797. D id  you ev e r  re tu r n  an y  p a r t  o f  yo u r  b arony  in a r r e a r  ?— N e v e r ,  which 
a  g re a t  n u m b er  o f  o th e r  p e rsons  were in the h ab i t  of doing.

^7798. I Io w  m any  baron ies  a re  the re  in th e  c o u n ty  ?— E ig h t .
7799. How  m an y  collectors  ?— Seven.
7800. O ne  person  d id  then  collect for two b a ro n ie s ? — Yes.
7801. H o w  m an y  o f  the  collectors vo ted  for M r.  O ’C onne ll  an d  M r .  Mullins'*

— Two.
7802. W e re  th ey  d ism issed  ?— T h e y  w e re ;  one o f  those  co llec to rs  w ho was 

d ism issed  h a d  two baronies ,  a n d  he was d ep r iv e d  of one  o f  them .
7803. H o w  m an y  o f  the  co llectors  vo ted  for the  K n ig h t  o f  K e r r y ? — T h re e ,  I 

th in k .
7804. H o w  m an y  co llec tors  e x e r te d  them selves  for th e  K n ig h t  o f  K e r r y ? —  

F o u r .
7805. D id  those  g en t lem en  ta k e  an  ac tive  p a r t  in  th e  e le c t io n ? — V e ry  active 

p a r t .
7806. F o r  th e  K n ig h t  o f  K e r r y ? — Yes.
7807. W e re  an y  o f  th em  dism issed  ?— N o n e .  (pp .  4 5 4 — 6, 4 6 0 ,4 6 2 .)

M r .  J o h n  M ' C a r t i e .

11694. D o  you hold  an y  official s i tu a t io n  in  the  co u n ty  o f  K e r r y ? — I  am col­
lec to r  of th e  b aron ia l  cess for th e  b a ro n y  o f  M agon ihy .

11892. Y o u  say you a re  a  b aron ia l  collector, w hen  w ere  you  a p p o in te d ? — A t 
th e  las t  sp r in g  assizes.

11893. I s  th a t  s ince  the  e lection  ?— Y es,  i t  was.
11894. W h en  you were can d id a te  for th e  office were you  su p p o r te d  by  a m a jo ­

r i ty  o f  the  g ra n d  ju r y  ?— Decidedly .
11895. W e re  you, on a fo rm er occasion, a ca n d id a te  for th is  office ?— I was.
11896. W h o  was the  successful c a n d id a te ? — M r.  B ren n a n .
11897. I f  you h ea rd  i t  said, th a t  M r.  B ren n a n  h a d  s ta te d  th a t  h e  h ad  b ea ten  

you by a la rg e  m ajority  on th a t  occasion , should  you say th a t  s ta te m e n t  was c o r ­
r e c t ? — C erta in ly  not.

11898. W h a t 'w a s  the m ajo ri ty  w hen  M r.  B re n n a n  on  th e  fo rm er  occasion b ea t  
y o u ? — One.

11899. W h a t  were the  n u m b ers  th a t  vo ted on  both  s ides  ?— T w e n ty - th re e  was 
th e  usual n u m b e r  of the  g ra n d  ju ry .

11900. W h e n  on  the  la te  occasion you were a  successful can d id a te ,  w ha t  was 
t h e  d iv ision?— I believe i t  was 19 to 4, I h a d  19 a n d  he  h ad  4.

11901. T h e re  w ere  two divisions, one by the  m ag is t ra te s ,  an d  th e  o th e r  by the  
g ra n d  j u r y ? — T h e re  were.

11902. W as  th is  before the  g ra n d  j u r y ? — I t  was. T h e  d ea th  of M r.  Gallwey, 
th e  la te  h igh  constab le  o r  co llec tor,  was before the  assizes a very  s h o r t  t im e  ; th e  
m ag is t ra te s  h ad  i t  in th e ir  pow er to elect an officer pro tempore.

11903. B re n n a n  h ad  a la rge  m ajo ri ty  o f  the  m ag is t ra te s?— Yes, he  h a d  ; be­
cause he co n t in u ed  d u r in g  the life tim e of M r. Gallwey to canvass  the  m ag is tra tes .

11904. T h e  m ajo ri ty  to which you a llude was a  s im p le  m ajority ,  which d e te r ­
m ined the  a p p o in tm e n t  o f  the  cand ida tes  before the  g ra n d  ju ry ,  an d  n o t  the 
re su lt  before the g ra n d  ju r y  ?— J u s t  so.

11905. T h e  n u m b ers  you have g iven  to th e  C o m m it tee  re la te d  to the  final
decision of the g ra n d  ju ry ,  a n d  n o t  the  dec is ion  ot the  m ag is t ra te s  ? 1  es.

11906. L ord  K e n m a re ’s ag e n t  su p p o r te d  you on the  firs t occasion as well as 
th e  l a s t ? — Yes, he did.

11907. H ow  long h ad  B re n n a n  h e ld  the  office?— F ro m  1830.
11908. W as  the re  any co m p la in t  m ad e  ag a in s t  h is  a d m in is tra t io n  o f  his office ? 

— T h e re  were no  public co m p la in ts  ; i t  is n o t  for me to say, an d  I have  a  delicacy 
in  say ing  any  th in g  up o n  the  subject.

11909 D id  he n o t  offer you  o n  th e  la s t  occasion to co llect the  cess a t  a  lower
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ra te  than th a t  a t which you offered, or which you have since r e c e iv e d ? — H e  
offered to collect it  a t  four-pence in the pound.

11910. W h a t  is the usual sum  re ce iv ed ?— T h e  g rand  ju ry  have p resen ted  it 
to me a t  n ine-pence  in  the pound  ; i t  was t r ied  by the  ju d g e  a t  the assizes, and  he 
decided with the g ra n d  jury .

11911. D o  you not conceive th a t  the  g ran d  ju ry  a re  the bes t  ju d g es  w ha t  the 
allow ance should be, and  th a t  i t  is n o t  a ru le  w hat a person  when ou t-ba ted  
should  offer to take  i t  a t ? — I th in k  th a t  they  are the best  judges.

11912. H ave  you any  objection to sta te  what is the total am o u n t you have 
received for co llec ting?— I have as yet received nothing.

11913. W h a t  do you believe to be the an n u a l  sum  ?— I t  is a p e r  c e n ta g e ;  it 
varies according to the am o u n t to be collected.

11914. O ne year  with another ,  a t  the ra te  of n ine-pence ,  w hat will it  be ?—  
A bou t £ .1 6 0  to £ .2 0 0  a-year  ; I th in k  the  sum  was, in  the whole, las t  year 
£ .3 ,000 .

11915. T h e  securities  offered by B ren n an  were quite  u n excep tionab le?— T hey  
were.

11916. H e  h ad  been  in office six  years, and  w ithout any  com pla in t  b ro u g h t  
before the g ra n d  ju ry ,  im m edia te ly  af te r  the  election you succeeded in p u t t in g  
h im  ou t ?— Yes ; bu t I had  de te rm ined , an d  had  been  reques ted  to offer m yself 
as  a  cand ida te  on the first favourable opportunity .

11917. Y ou le t  the assizes pass w ithou t  p u t t in g  it  forward ?— Yes, w ha tever 
the  time was.

11918. T h e n  cam e the eleventh  ass ize ;  af te r  a con tes ted  election the  g ran d  
ju ry  were all in  favour of the K n ig h t  o f  K e rry  ; and  they  p u t  o u t  the m an th a t  
h ad  been  collector, whose securities  were unexcep tionab le , an d  ag a in s t  whom 
there  had  been  no public  c h a rg e ? — Yes.

11919. Y ou consider y o u rse lf  to be a t l iber ty  to he a cand ida te  for th a t  office 
a t  any  period  which is m ost likely to be successful ?— Yes, certainly.

11696. In  your opinion w ha t  was the  disposition o f  the freeholders a t  th e  last 
election in J a n u a ry  1835, as reg a rd s  the cand ida tes  who were th en  b rough t  fo r­
w ard  for the county, namely, for the K n ig h t  of K e r ry  an d  M r. M organ  J o h n  
O ’Connell ?— I know  a  g re a t  m any  o f  them  resid ing  in the parish  I re s ide  in , 
were anxious to vote for th e ir  land lo rds  and  for M r.  O ’Connell ,  to  g ive one vote 
for M r.  O ’Connell and  one for the  K n ig h t  of K erry .

11697. T h e  disposit ion  o f  the freeholders  a t  large  was favourable  to the 
K n ig h t  of K e rry  ?— I  should  th in k  i t  was.

11723. A re  you aware w h e th e r  th e  R o m an  Catholic p r ie s ts  up o n  th a t  occasion 
took  an y  p a r t ic u la r  p a r t ,  o r  any active p a r t  in th a t  election , e i th e r  by canvass­
in g  p rev ious  to the election, o r  a t te n d in g  the votes d u r in g  the e lection  which 
took  place in  J a n u a ry  1835 i— I am.

11724. S ta te  to the C om m ittee  any  facts which have  com e to yo u r  knowledge, 
an d  on the accuracy  of which you can rely, th a t  they have so in terfe red  ?— I 
have  been p re sen t  w hen a  R om an  Catholic c lergym an to ld  the  vo ters  th a t  they 
should  no t vote for the  K n ig h t  of K erry .

11725. W h ere  d id  th is  occur ?— I t  occurred  in one o f  the  R o m an  Catholic 
chapels.

11726. W h e n  the congregation  were assembled for d ivine serv ice  ?— Yes.
11727. W h a t  was the  p a r t icu la r  m a n n e r  in which the p r ie s t  described tha t ,  

was i t  by m en tion ing  the  cand ida te  by nam e, o r  generally  th a t  they shou ld  vote 
for the popu lar  cand ida tes  ?— H e  m en tio n ed  them by name.

11728. D o  you consider, from the m a n n e r  in which th is  took place, i t  was an 
ac tua l canvass by the p r ie s t  in his chapel d u r in g  the time the  congregation  were 
assem bled  for d ivine service ?— I do.

11729. A re  you a  P ro te s ta n t  or a Rom an C a th o l ic ?— I am a  R om an  Catholic.
11730. W e re  you frequen ting  the chapel a t  the  t im e ?— I  was.
11731. Y o u  have no d o u b t  of the  accuracy  of the s ta tem en t  you now m ak e  to 

the  C om m ittee  ?— N o n e  w hatever.
11732. D id  you ever h e a r  in  any  chapel any denunc ia tions  m ade against the 

K n ig h t  of K erry ,  as an O rangem an , or a person  adverse to the in terests  of the  
R o m an  Catholic clergy, or any causes assigned by the  p r ies ts  for th e ir  active



in te r fe ren c e  ag a in s t  the  K n ig h t  o f  K e rry ,  because he was an O ran g em an  or 
ren eg ad e  ?— I can n o t  reco llect  th a t  he  was called  an  O ran g em an  upon  that 
occasion.

11733. W as h e  des ignated  as a  su p p o r te r  o f  th e  t i th e  system  ?— H e  was ; an d  
they  were told i t  would be vo ting  aga ins t  th e i r  co u n try  an d  ag a in s t  th e ir  re lig ion , 
i f  they  d id  su p p o r t  him.

11734. W as  th a t  on the  occasion to which you a llude  ?— I t  was.
11735. W h e re  was t h i s ? — In  the  chapel.
11736. I n  w hat chapel ?— I n  the  chape l  o f -------------- .
11737. W h o  was th e  c le rgym an  offic ia ting?— T h e  R e v e re n d  M r . ---------------
11752. D o  you  th in k  th a t  th e  in te rfe rence  o f  the  p r ies ts  tu rn e d  the election 

a g a in s t  the K n ig h t  o f  K e r r y ? — I do.
11753. Y o u  a re  confiden t o f  t h a t ? — I am  qu ite  satisfied o f  it.
11754. D o  you  know  an y  o th e r  in s tan ce  th a n  th a t  you h av e  re la ted ,  w here  

you were p re s e n t  an d  h e a rd  the  p r ies ts  add ress  th e  peop le  ag a in s t  th e  K n ig h t  o f  
K e rry ,  a n d  in  favour o f  the  p o p u la r  cand ida tes ,  a n y  o th e r  in s tan ce  in  which 
p r ie s ts  in te rfe red  w ith  the  election ?— I  have  h e a rd  i t  was v e ry  gene ra l ,  t h a t  th e re  
was no chape l  in  the  coun ty  w here  the  p r ie s ts  d id  n o t  tak e  a  very  ac tive  par t.

11755. I n  the  sam e m a n n e r  as you h ea rd  th a t  one p r ie s t  in the  chapel you 
f req u en t  ?— T o  the  sam e effect.

11756. H a v e  you  h e a rd  th is  from  R o m an  Catholic  g en t lem en  on whose v e ra ­
c ity  a n d  accuracy  you can  r e ly ? — I  have.

11757. H a v e  you  an y  d o u b t  o f  th e  p re v a len ce  o f  th e  in fluence exerc ised  by 
th e  p r ies ts  w ith in  th e i r  chapels  a n d  d u r in g  d iv ine  serv ice , to tu rn  th e  vo ters  
from  th e i r  o rig ina l p ro m ise  in  favour of th e  K n ig h t  o f  K e r ry  to  the  p o p u la r  
can d id a te s  ?— I have  not.

11758. D id  the  p r ies ts  in  th e  d iffe ren t ba ron ies  co llec t  to g e th e r  th e  freeholders ,  
a n d  d id  th ey  b r in g  th em  u p  to  the  poll, k e e p in g  th em  as m u ch  as possible  from  
th e  influence o f  th e i r  land lo rds ?— T h e y  did.

11759. D id  th e  p r ies ts  as  i t  were com e to th e  h u s t in g s  w ith  those  peop le  ?—• 
T h e y  d id  ; I  saw th em  a t  th e  booths.

11795. H a v e  you  h ea rd  o f -------------- re fu s in g  p e rm iss io n  to  a  t e n a n t  to  buy
l im es to n e  from  ce r ta in  q u a r r ie s  in  consequence  o f  th e  vote  he  gave  ?— I  know
-------------- has  p re v e n te d  lime a n d  l im estone  from  b e ing  g o t  g en e ra l ly  th ro u g h o u t
th e  county .

11796. W h a t  do you m ean  b y  g en e ra l ly  th ro u g h o u t  th e  co u n ty ,  do  you  m ean  
to  say  t h a t  he  re fuses  to  all h is  t e n a n ts  p e rm iss io n  to  b u y  lim estone , w hen  i t  is 
a lm o s t  n ecessary  to th e  cu lt iva t ion  o f  th e i r  fa rm s  ?— W ith o u t  an  a n n u a l  a p p l i ­
ca t io n  he  does.

11797. D o  you  k n o w  an y  in s tan ce  o f  th e  an n u a l  app lica tion  b e in g  re fused  ?—
I have  n ev e r  been  refused  i t  m y se lf :  I  am  n o t  a t e n a n t  o f  -------------- no r
do I re s ide  u p o n  his land , b u t  I am  obliged to m a k e  th e  applica tion .

11798. H a v e  you k n o w n  a n y  p e rso n s  re fused  ?— I  have  k n o w n  p e rso n s  re fused .
11799. H a v e  you k n o w n  an y  t e n a n t  o f  -------------- ’s to be re fu se d  the

a n n u a l  app lica tion  since th e  elec tion , a n d  have  you  k n o w n  the  reaso n  s ta ted
w hy ?— I  have  h ea rd  g en e ra l ly  t h a t ---------------w ithd rew  h is  p erm iss io n  from all
persons.

11800. F ro m  w hat p e r s o n s ? — F ro m  his t e n a n t ry ,  a n d  as well from  all o thers  
who h a d  leave.

11801. F ro m  those  w ho h ad  n o t  vo ted  as he w ish ed ?— I  h av e  h e a rd  so.
11802. D id  he  equally  re fuse  you ?— G enera l ly ,  ev e ry  person .
11803. H a s  h e  re fused you th is  y e a r? — N o, I have  n o t  as  y e t  ap p lied  for it.
11804. D o  you  m ean  to say --------------  has  g iv en  a  gen e ra l  refusal  th is  y ea r

to  all persons to ta k e  l im estone  ?— I  say he  h a s  been  d o in g  i t  for th e  las t  six  
o r  e igh t  years.

11805. I s  it  h is  h a b i t  to do i t  ?— I t  is.
11806. N o t  to g ra n t  i t  w ith o u t  p a r t ic u la r  ap p l ic a t io n ? — W ith o u t  an  an n u a l  

applica tion .
11807. I s  i t  h is  hab it  to confine  th e  p e rm iss io n  to h is  t e n a n t r y ? — No.
11808. D oes  he  give th e  p re fe ren ce  to  th em  ?— Yes, th a t  has been  th e  usual 

habit.
M
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11809. B u t  s ince the  election lie has refused th a t  pe rm iss ion  to some of his 
own te n a n t ry ? — I have heard  so.

11810. Y ou have already sta ted  th a t  --------------  is reckoned  to be a  very
indu lgen t and  good landlord  ?— V ery  m uch so. (pp . 684— 688. 692, 693.)

M r. M o r r i s  B r e n n a n .

7808. Y ou have s t a t e d --------------took  an active p a r t  a t  the election ?— Yes.
7809. A re  you aware of h is  hav ing  after the election visited any of h is  tenan ts  

w ith  any p riva tions or h ardsh ips  ?— I know  persons whom he  refused liberty  for 
lime and  lime-stone.

7810. W e re  they then  tenan ts  on h is  estate  ? — Some were, and o thers  were not.
7811. T hose ind iv iduals  were dep r ived  of the  p riv ileges  g iven to them  by

— —  before the  election, in consequence of the ir  h av in g  voted aga inst  his
d es ire?— Yes. (p. 456.)

T h u s  m u ch ,  in th is  p lace ,  fo r  th e  s p i r i t  o f  in t im idation  an d  re ta l ia tio n ,  w hich  

on th e  o n e  s ide  could  ‘ s p e a k  d ag g e rs , ’ an d  w h ich  on th e  o th e r ,  could  

‘ u se  t h e m /

M r .  J o h n  H ays  H a t t o n .

4292. W h a t  is y o u r  ra n k  ?— C h ie f  co n s tab le  o f  police.
4293. H o w  long h av e  you held  th a t  s i tu a t io n ?— N e ar ly  th i r te e n  yea rs .
4294. W h a t  w e re  you b e fo re  you held  th a t  s i tu a t io n  ?— 1 was in p r iv a te  life 

b e fo re  th a t  fo r  som e time.
4295. W h e re  do you live n o w ?— A t N e w  Ross.
4 2 9 G. Y o u  a re  a re s id e n t  t h e r e ? — Yes.
4303. W h o  w e re  th e  ca n d id a te s  a t  th e  la s t  e lec t io n  fo r  th e  co u n ty  o f  

W e x fo rd ? — M r. P o w e r  an d  M r.  M ah e r ,  M r.  R ed m o n d  and  Mr. Cliffe.
4304. M r.  P o w e r  an d  Mr. M a h e r  a r e  th e  tw o  s i t t in g  M e m b e r s ? — Yes.
4305. M r.  Cliffe an d  M r. R ed m o n d  w e re  th e  tw o  un su ccess fu l  c a n d id a te s ? —

Yes.
4306. Is  M r .  R e d m o n d  a  Catholic  ?— H e  is.
4371. N o w , su b seq u e n t  to  t h e  e lec t ion ,  has  i t  com e to  y o u r  k n o w le d g e ,  or 

h a v e  you m ad e  an y  r e p o r t  to th e  G o v e rn m e n t ,  o f  an y  vio lences  c o m m itte d  by 
an y  in d iv id u a ls  up o n  th e  persons  o f  th o se  w ho vo ted  ag a in s t  th e  p o p u la r  
c a n d id a te s  ?— Y es.

4372. In  w h a t  m a n n e r  h av e  th e y  b een  v isited  w ith  th e  v en g e an ce  o f  th e  
p o p u la c e ? — Som e o f  th em  w e re  a ssa u lted ,  an d  o th e rs  w e re  i l l - t r e a ted ,  a t  th e  
chape ls  w h e re  th e y  w e n t  to mass.

4373. W h en  you say th ey  w e re  a ssau lted ,  you m ean  th e y  w e re  violently  
b ea te n  ?— T h e y  w e re .

4374. B e c a u se  th e re  a r e  re p o r ts  to th a t  effec t,  a r e  th e r e  n o t? — Yes.
4375. As to  the  i i l - t r e a tm e n t  in th e  ch ap e l ,  w e re  n o t  some of th em  th ru s t  

o u t  from  th e  ch ap e l  in con seq u en ce  o f  hav ing  vo ted  ag a in s t  th e  p o p u la r  c a n ­
d id a te s ? — I d o  n o t  th in k  they  w e re  pu lled  o u t ,  b u t  th e i r  sea ts  w e re  pu lled  up  
a n d  b ro k en  ; a n d  th e re  w e re  no tices  p os ted ,  ca ll ing  on th e  p eo p le  n o t  to w ork  
fo r them . T h e y  ca m e  to m e, an d  c o m p la in ed  a b o u t  it.

4376. D o  you reco l lec t  th a t  a t  t h a t  e lec tion  th e r e  w as a  p la c a rd  p o s ted  
u p  in W e x fo rd ,  s ig n ed  “  D an ie l  O ’C o n n e l l?”— In  Ross ; I do n o t  re co l le c t  it 
in W ex fo rd .

4377. I t  w as ad d ressed  to th e  m en  o f  Ross, an d  to th e  m en  o f  W e x fo rd  ?—  
I t  w as ; it  w as in Ross I saw it.

4378. Is  th is  one  o f  the  p laca rd s  o f  th e  sam e  d esc r ip t io n  as those  w h ich  you
saw  ?— \_Shoiving a 'printed Paper to the W itness, ]— I t  is.

4379. I n  th is  p la c a rd  a r e  th e se  w o rd s  used  :—

“  L e t  th em  ta k e  dow n a n d  pub lish  in th e i r  p a r ish e s  th e  names o f  any, i f  
t h e r e  be a n y ,  t r a i to r s  to  I r e l a n d .
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“  L e t  th e r e  be no v io lence ,  110 fo rce ,  110 o u t r a g e .  O n e  s ing le  a c t  o f  
v io lence ,  fo rce ,  o r  o u t ra g e ,  w ould  ru in  o u r  c au se ,  a n d  g ive  a t r iu m p h  to o u r  
enem ies .

“  I th e re fo re  c o n ju re  y o u ,  in th e  n a m e  o f  th e  G o d  o f  P e a c e ,  to in ju re  no 
m an  by any  sp ec ie s  o f  fo rce  o r  v io lence , o r  o u t r a g e  w h a tso e v e r .

“  B u t  post  u p  th e  n am es  o f  th e  t r a i to r s  to  I r e la n d  : le t  no  m an  d ea l  w ith  
th em — le t  no  w o m an  sp eak  to t h e m — let th e  c h i ld re n  lau g h  th em  to scorn.

“  M iserable traitors, and doubly  traitors i f  they  ev er  pretended  to be 
honest ! ! ”

D o  you  re co l le c t  t h a t  th e se  p la c a rd s  w e re  p o s ted  u p  d u r in g  th a t  e lec t io n  ?—  
I  do.

4430. Y o u  say  th a t  M r.  R e d m o n d  h a d ,  in a s p e e c h  a t  th e  h u s t in g s ,  in su l ted  
th e  p r ie s ts  as  a  body ?— H e  h ad  m a d e  som e allusions to  th e m ,  w h ich  I  k n ew  
Irom  sev e ra l  R om an C a th o lic  c le rg y m e n  v e ry  m u ch  o ffended  them .

4437. A n d  you  be lieve  those  insu lts  h a d  led to i r r i ta t io n  in the  m in d s  o f  the 
p r ie s ts  ?— I  b e liev e  so.

4438. A re  you  aware o f  the purport o f  his language which caused  them to 
be offended ?— Y es.

4439. S ta t e  i t ? — H e  said he  w ould  n e v e r  c o n s e n t  to  th e  c o u n ty  o f  W e x fo rd  
b e in g  m a d e  a  c le r ica l  b o rough  by th e  p r ies ts .

4440. H e  began the attack on the priests ?— H e  certa in ly  began there.
4449. W h a t  evil d o  you  su p p o se  th e  R o m an  C a th o l ic  v o te rs  a p p r e h e n d  as a 

c o n se q u en ce  o f  d iso b ey in g  th e i r  p r ie s ts ,  o r  v o t in g  a g a in s t  his w ishes  ?— T h a t  
o f  c o m m it t in g  a  v e ry  se r ious  c r im e — p e r ju r y .

4450. Y ou j u s t  now  m e n t io n e d  you cou ld  s ta te  th e  e x p la n a t io n  o f  th e  b r ib e ry  
o a th  g iven  by th e  p r ie s ts ,  b y  m ean s  o f  w h ich  th e y  sw ay  th e  p eo p le  a t  th e  e lec ­
tion  ; h av e  th e  goodness  to  s ta te  to  the  C o m m it te e  w h a t  t h a t  c o n s t ru c t io n  o f  the 
o a th  is ?— I h a v e  i t  h e r e ,  an d  I  will h an d  i t  in.

[T h e  p r in ted  P aper was p u t in, and read.~\

“  T h e  S a n c t i t y  o f  a n  O a t h .

“ T h e  doctrine o f  the Catholic Church teaches that the e lec tor  is bound in 
con sc ien ce  to support the cand idate  whom he d is interestedly  and dispas­
sionately judges  to be more worthy o f  trust, and w ho will more promote the  
public  good  ; this is obvious, as the franchise is g iven , n o t  fo r  his own private  
advantage, hut fo r  the good o f  the com m unity .

ik E v e r y  o a th  o u g h t  to  be ta k e n  in t r u t h ,  j u s t i c e ,  a n d  n e c e s s i ty !  and  
a n y  o a th  ta k e n  in order to commit a s in fu l a c t ,  is a  p ro fa n a t io n  o f  its s a n c t i ty  !

“  From these doctr ines, these consequences evidently  follow :
“  A ny perso n  w ho vo tes  fo r  th e  c a n d id a te  w h o m  he  be lieves  less w o rth y  

a n d  less calculated to advance the general good, is g u il ty  o f  s in ,  b ec au se  he 
co m m its  an  a c t  o f  in ju s t ice  a g a in s t  the  p u b l ic  in te re s t .

“  A n y  p e rso n  w ho sw ea rs ,  th o u g h  his o a th  be t r u e ,  in o rd e r  to e n a b le  him  
to g iv e  su ch  a  sinful v o te ,  adds to the act o f  injustice  the  c r im e  o f  gross 
p ro fan a t io n  ! b ecau se  h e  invokes  th e  holy n a m e  o f  G o d  fo r  th e  p u rp o se  of 
v io la ting  a  m o ra l  d u ty ,  w h ich  v io lation  is c o n d e m n e d ,  o r  o u g h t  to  be c o n ­
d e m n e d  by his co n sc ien ce .

“  A c c o rd in g  to th e  te rm s  o f  th e  b r ib e r y  o a th ,  i t  is obv ious  t h a t  an y  person  
hav ing  re c e iv e d ,  o r  h ad  directly  or ind irectly  a n y  g if t  o r  r e w a r d ,  o r  anv 
p rom ise  fo r  an y  m o n ey ,  office, o r  e m p lo y m e n t ,  iu o r d e r  to  g ive  his vo te  a t  an 
e lec t io n ,  ca n n o t  s w e a r  in t r u t h ;  a n d  i f  h e  d o  s w e a r ,  he  ca lls  upon  the  holy 
n a m e  ot G o d  t o  b e a r  te s t im o n y  to  a  fa lsehood , an d  is g u il ty  o f  th e  h o r r id  
c r im e  o f  p e r ju r y  !

“  W illiam B rennan, Francis D oy le ,
J a m e s  C ra n e ,  G e o rg e  C h ap m an , .
P a t r i c k  M u rp h y ,  P a t r i c k  K e lly .”
J o h n  F u r lo n g ,



4451. Y ou said j u s t  no w  you  th o u g h t  all in te r fe re n c e  a t  e lec t io n s  ough t to 
be  p re v e n te d  ?— I th in k  so.

4452. Y o u r  express ion  was th a t  a  v o te r  o u g h t  to be  allow ed to  vote as he  
w ished ?— P e r f e c t ly  in d e p e n d e n t ,  t h a t  is m y  idea.

4453. D o  you  th in k  a  v o te r  o u g h t  to  b e  in fluenced  by  h is  land lo rd  o r  by his 
cu s to m ers ,  by  th e  t e r ro r  o f  losing land  o r  cus tom , in consequence  ot vo ting  
ag a iu s t  th e i r  w ish es?— I  th in k  not.

4454. N o w , is n o t  th e re  co n s id e rab le  in t im ida tion  ex e rc ised  by th e  land lo rds  
in  W e x fo rd  o v e r  th e i r  t e n a n t r y ,  to  in d u ce  th e m  to  v o te  as th ey  w ish ?— I 
be lieve  th e re  is.

4455. H a v e  you  h e a rd  o f  a n y  in s tances  s ince  th e  e lec t ion ,  o f  te n a n ts  w ho 
h a d  vo ted  ag a in s t  t h e i r  lan d lo rd s  h av in g  n o tice  to  q u it ,  o r  b e ing  tu r n e d  o u t  ot 
th e i r  es ta te s  ?— I  have.

4458. D o  you  reco llec t  th e  e lec t ion  a t  th e  borough  o f  R o ss?— Yes.
4459. D o  you reco llec t  an y  in s ta n c e  o f  a  land lo rd  th re a te n in g  his te n a n t  

b ec au se  h e  h ad  vo ted  fo r  th e  p o p u la r  c a n d id a te  ?— I h e a rd  so.
4460. W e re  you  p re s e n t  a t  th e  t im e  ?— I w as  not.
4461. W as  i t  no to rious?— I t  w as so s ta te d  ; i t  w as s ta te d  h e  cou ld  n o t  g ive 

h im  a  lease o f  som e p rem ises  h e  h ad  bu il t  on.
4462. I n  con seq u en ce  o f  his v o te ? — I n  co n seq u en ce  o f  his v o tin g  ag a in s t  

his wishes.
4463. Som e prem ises  t h a t  h e  h a d  b u i l t  on ?— T h a t  he  h ad  bu il t  on.
4464. O n  th e  fa ith  o f  g e t t in g  a  l e a s e ? — Yes.
4465. D id  he  s ta te  t h a t  a t  t h e  p o l l? — N o ;  I h e a rd  th e  r e p o r t ;  I  do  n o t  

sp ea k  from  h av in g  w itnessed  th e  t ran sa c t io n ,  b u t  1 h e a rd  it  g en e ra l ly  s ta te d  
in th e  town.

4466. D o  you be lieve  i t  ?— I  do.
4492. Y o u  said you th o u g h t  a  v o te r  o u g h t  to be  le f t  to  h im self ,  f ree  from  

th e  con tro l  of th e  p r ies ts  an d  th e  p o p u lace ,  on th e  one  h a n d ,  a n d  th e  land lo rd  
on the  o th e r  ?— I th in k  a m an  o u g h t  to be le f t  to  his ow n consc ience ,  to  do as 
h e  p leases  w ith  his vote.

4513. T h e  p r ie s t  em ploys th e  b r ib e ry  o a th  by w ay  o f  in t im id a t io n  ?— H e  
does.

4513. T h e  lan d lo rd  ca n  re so r t  to th e  n o t ice  to  q u i t  ?— H e  can .
4514. D o  you  n o t  th in k  th e  lan d lo rd  is m u ch  b e t t e r  p ro v id ed  w ith  in s t ru ­

m en ts  o f  in fluence th a n  th e  p r i e s t ? — T h e r e  is p o w erfu l  in f luence  o n  bo th  sides.
4515. B u t  th e  ba l lo t  w o u ld  p u t  an  e n d  to  bo th  ?— I  th in k  it  w ould , 

(pp .  250, 251 , 255, 258— 261.)

G e o r g e  D e s p a r d , E s q .

5800.  W h a t  a r e  you?— T am  a re s id e n t  m a g is t ra te  for th e  C o u n ty  o f  M ea th ,  
an d  su b - in sp ec to r  o f  P o lic e .

5982. Y ou said  th a t ,  in y o u r  opinion, i f  the  peop le  w e re  n o t  e x c i te d  by  
p ries ts  a n d  ag ita to rs ,  th a t  th ey  w ould  be q u ie t ;  do  you  believe th a t  i f  an  
e lec tion  w as c a r r ie d  on qu ie tly , th a t  th e  v o te rs  w ou ld  vo te  a c c o rd in g  to the  
w ish  o f  th e i r  lan d lo rd s ,  or a c c o rd in g  to w h a t  m ay  be  te rm e d  p o p u la r  feeling? 
— I  am  q u i te  su re  t h a t  i f  th e  p eo p le  w e re  le t  a lone ,  th e  lan d lo rd s  w ould  have  
v e ry  g re a t  in fluence w ith  them .

59S3. N o w  I  ask  you , from  w h a t  you  k n o w  o f  th e  c o u n t ry  peop le ,  o f  th e  
small vo ters  in t h a t  co u n ty ,  do  you  co n s id e r  th a t  th ey  w ou ld  be g lad  i f  th e y  
had  no v o te  to g ive ,  b u t  w e re  allow ed qu ie t ly  to  rem a in  on th e i r  fa rm s ,  an d  to 
have  no qualif ica tion?— I  believe th e r e  a re  a  g r e a t  m an y  o f  th e m  w ould  be 
v e ry  g lad to b e  r id  o f  th e i r  f ranch ise  a t  this m om ent.

5984. W o u ld  th e i r  wish o f  b e in g  qualified a r ise  from  th e  c i rc u m sta n c e  o f  
th e i r  no w  be in g  p laced  in a difficult position b e tw e e n  th e  wish o f  t h e i r  land­
lords  on th e  one  h an d ,  a n d  th e  in tim idation  a n d  in fluence ex e rc ised  by 
a g i ta to r s  an d  p ries ts  on th e  o th e r  ?— C er ta in ly ,  th a t  is th e  very  position in 
w h ich  th ey  a re  u n fo r tu n a te ly  p laced .
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6006. Y ou said th a t  you be l ieve  th a t  m an y  o f  th e  te n a n ts  w ere  an x io u s  to 
be  d e p r iv e d  o f  th e i r  e lec t iv e  f ran ch ise  on a c c o u n t  o f  th e  e m b a r ra s s m e n t  in 
w h ich  th ey  a r e  p lacc d  on bo th  s ides  ?— I  h a v e  h e a r d  som e o f  th em  ex p re s s  
su ch  opinions.

G007. A n d  th a t  a n x ie ty  a ro se  from  th e  p re s su re  o f  th e  p r ie s th o o d  a n d  th e  
a g i ta to r s  on th e  one  h a n d ,  an d  o f  th e  lan d lo rd s  on th e  o t h e r ? — P rec ise ly  so.

6008. T h e n  th e  la n d lo rd s  do  ex e rc ise  som e p r e s s u r e ? — T h ey  m ay . I  do 
n o t  k n o w  o f  an y  in s tan ce ,  as  I h a v e  a l re a d y  s ta te d .

G098. D o  y o u  m ean  to say , th a t  t h e  C a th o lic  v o te rs  o f  th e  c o u n ty  o f  M e a th  
a r e  fa v o u rab le  to  C o n se rv a tiv e  po li tics?— In d e e d ,  I do  n o t  m e a n  to  say  an y  
th in g  o f  th e  k in d  ; b u t  I th in k  t h a t  v e ry  m an y  o f  th em  w ould  be  g lad  to go 
w ith  th e i r  lan d lo rd s  from  th e  fe e l in g  o f  s e l f  th a t  is in ev e ry  m a n ,  his ow n 
a n x ie ty  to  benefit  him self.

6099. B u t  i f  th a t  fee l in g  o f  s e l f  d id  n o t  ex is t ,  a n d  th e r e  w as  no  in te r f e r e n c e  
on th e  o n e  h an d  by  th e  p r ie s ts  an d  th e  p eo p le ,  a n d  on th e  o th e r  by th e  l a n d ­
lo rd s ,  th a t  th e y  w e re  q u i te  f r e e  from  in l lu e n ce  on e i th e r  s ide , w h ich  do  
you  su p p o se  th e  C a tho lic  v o te rs  o f  t h a t  co u n ty  w ou ld  h av e  v o te d  for o f  th e i r  
o w n  free -w il l ,  fo r  th e  C o n s e rv a t iv e  c a n d id a te s  o r  fo r  th e  p o p u la r  c a n d id a te s  ? 
— I co u ld  sc a rc e ly  im ag in e  su ch  a  s t a t e  o f  th ings.

010 3 .  S u p p o s in g  i t  w e re  possib le  so to  a r r a n g e  th e  m o d e  o f  vo t ing ,  t h a t  th e  
v o te r  cou ld  vote in s e c re t ,  a n d  th e  s e c r e t  co u ld  be k e p t ,  h o w  do y o u  th in k  
th e y  w ould  th e n  v o te ? — I c a n n o t  su p p o se  th a t ,  b ec au se  it is im possib le  for 
sec resy  to be o b s e rv e d  w h e n  a  m an  m u s t  te ll  to his R o m a n  C a th o l ic  c le rg y m e n  
h o w  he  has  vo ted .

6104. B u t  s u p p o s in g  it  w as  possib le  t h a t  t h e  s e c r e t  co u ld  be k e p t ,  how  do 
y o u  th in k  th e  m an  w ou ld  v o t e ? — I m u s t  su p p o se  th e  c h a r a c te r  o f  t h e  R o m an  
C a th o l ic  re lig ion  to be  e n t i r e ly  c h a n g e d  b e fo re  I could  su p p o se  th a t .

6105. B u t  su p p o se  he  co u ld  vo te  sec re t ly ,  a n d  th e  s e c r e t  co u ld  be  k e p t ,  
how  d o  you th in k  he w ould  be  d isposed  to  v o te  ?— I f  I co u ld  su p p o se  ho w  th e  
s e c r e t  cou ld  be k e p t ,  I cou ld  g iv e  you  an an sw er.

6106. W e ll ,  th en ,  do  su p p o s e  i t? — I th in k  he  w ould  gp  w i th  his lan d lo rd  
genera l ly .

6107. W h y  d o  you  th in k  h e  w o u ld ? — B e c a u se  h e  w ou ld  k n o w  w h o m  h e  
w ish ed  to r e tu r n  ; a n d  th e  lan d lo rd  w ould  k n o w  w h e th e r  th e  b o d y  o f  his 
t e n a n t r y  w as g o in g  a g a in s t  h im  o r  no t,  a n d  he  w o u ld  th e n  be  still  d issatisfied .

G108. B u t  you  a re  su p p o s in g  in th a t  a n s w e r  th e  s e c r e t  w ou ld  n o t  be k e p t  ?— i 
t a k e  it th e  n u m b e r  o f  v o tes  g iven  a g a in s t  th e  c a n d id a t e  w o u ld ,  to  a  c e r ta in  
d e g r e e ,  disclose th e  s ec re t ,  a n d  th e r e f o r e  th e  fe e l in g  o f  d issa t is fac t io n  w ould  
c o n t in u e .

G109. B u t  is it  im possib le  to g iv e  a n y  p ro o f  to th e  lan d lo rd  th a t  th e  v o te r  
h ad  vo ted  in a n y  p a r t i c u la r  w a y ? — I am  only g iv in g  an  o p in ion ,  a n d  m y  
o p in ion  is, t h a t  i t  w ou ld  be  im possib le  to  p r e v e n t  t h a t  k in d  o f  p r o o f  b e in g  
g iven .

G110. S u p p o se  no o th e r  p r o o f  cou ld  be  g iv en  to  th e  lan d lo rd  th a n  th e  a s s e r ­
tion o f  th e  v o te r  h im self ,  h ow , in t h a t  c a se ,  do  you  th in k  t h a t  th e y  w ould  
v o te ? — S up p o s in g  th e  la n d lo rd s  to s u p p o r t  one  p e rso n ,  a n d  s u p p o s in g  the  
p o p u la r  p a r ty  to s u p p o r t  a n o th e r  p e rso n ,  1 th in k  th e  lan d lo rd s  w o u ld  feel  so re  i f  
th e  p o p u la r  c a n d id a te  w as r e t u r n e d ,  a l th o u g h  th e y  m ig h t  n o t  k n o w  how  th e i r  
te n a n ts ,  in d iv id u a lly ,  had  vo ted .

6141. A re  n o t  th e  p r ie s t s ,  an d  th e  g e n t le m e n  w hom  you  d e s ig n a te  a g i ta to r s  
( I  do n o t  m ean  to  p u t  i t  in an  offensive w ay),  R o m an  C a th o l ic s  a n d  P r o t e s ­
t a n t s ? — T h e  R o m an  C a th o l ic  g e n t le m e n  o f  th e  c o u n t ry  a r e  no t ,  in m y o p in io n ,  
ag ita to rs .

G142. D o  n o t  th e  p r ie s ts ,  an d  th e  g e n t le m e n  w h o m  you d e s ig n a te  a g i ta to rs ,  
use ev e ry  in f lu en ce  th e y  possess to  i n d u c e  th e  p e o p le  to g ive  u p  R ib b o n ,  an d  
o th e r  s e c re t  assoc ia tions  ?— W h y , I do  n o t  k n o w  a n y  g e n t le m e n  c o n n e c te d  
w ith  w h a t  th ey  call  ag i ta t io n ,  I m e a n  in th e  h ig h e r  c lass o f  g e n t ry  o f  th e  
R o m an  C a th o l ic s ;  on  th e  c o n t r a ry ,  th o se  w h o m  I  h a v e  th e  p le a s u re  o f  
k n o w in g  a r e  m o d e ra te  l ib e ra l-m in d e d  m e n ,  w h o  do  n o t  all e n t e r  in to  o r  
a p p ro v e  o f  th e  sys tem  ; w i th  r e s p e c t  to  th e  p r ie s ts ,  I  k n o w  in m y  ow n to w n  
one  R o m an  C atho lic  c l e rg y m a n ,  w ho , in c o n se q u e n c e  o f  th e  e n o rm o u s  in c re a se
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o f  the  R ibbon  system  w ith in  th e  las t  tw o  m onths ,  ad d re s sed  his flock from the  
a l ta r ,  c au tio n in g  th em  aga ins t  i t ,  to ld  th em  th a t  he  k n e w  th e re  w e re  peop le  
sw ea r in g  th em  in ev e ry  day, a n d  th a t  h e  w ould  d en o u n c e  th em  by n am e  i f  
th e y  d id  n o t  g ive it  u p .  (pp .  34-2, 354 , 355, 361, 362, 3G4.)

R o b e r t  M u l l e n ,  E s q . ,  M .D .

8246. W h e r e  do you r e s id e ? — A t D u n sh a u g h l in ,  in th e  co u n ty  o f  M eath .
8247. I  believe you a r e  a  m e m b e r  o f  th e  M e a th  C lu b  ?— I am  se c re ta ry  to 

th e  M e a th  Club, an d  h av e  b een  s ince 1830.
8248. W h a t  is th e  M e a th  C lu b  ?— I t  is a po litica l associa tion  fo r th e  re g is ­

t ra t io n  o f  vo ters ,  a n d  to s e c u re  th e  r e tu r n  o f  p o p u la r  m em bers .
8249. H o w  long  h av e  yon been  in th a t  c a p ac i ty  ?— Since  1830.
8250. H ow  m any  e lec t ions  h av e  th e re  b een  s ince  ?— F iv e ,  th r e e  o f  th em  

w e re  co n tes ted  ; and  a t  tw o  e lec tions th e  unsuccessfu l c a n d id a te s  re t i r e d  on 
th e  d ay  o f  nom ination .

8251. H a v e  you  ta k e n  a  p a r t  a t  th o se  e le c t io n s? — I h av e  ta k e n  a  very  
a c t iv e  p a r t

8252. A re  you  a w a re  o f  an y  th re a t s  h av in g  b een  em p lo y ed  by lan d lo rd s ,  in 
o rd e r  to  in d u ce  th e i r  te n a n ts  to vo te a c c o rd in g  to th e  w ishes o f  th e  lan d lo rd s?  
— I am  a w a re  o f  seve ra l  in s tances  in w h ich  th r e a t s  h a v e  been  em p lo y ed  in 
o rd e r  to in d u ce  te n a n ts  to vo te  a c c o rd in g  to th e  w ishes o f  th e  land lo rds ,  an d  
ag a in s t  th e  w ishes o f  th e  ten an ts .  I  h av e  seen  a l e t t e r  from  a  n o b le  lo rd , 
d i re c te d  to  his ag e n t ,  fo r  th e  p u rpose  o f  be ing  shown to  his te n a n ts .

8253. H a v e  you an  e x t r a c t  o f  th a t  l e t t e r ? — I have.

[ The follow ing L e tte r  was p u t in and read .]

“  I  shall m a k e  i t  a p o in t  to k n o w  from  you ( i f  t h e re  a r e  an y )  th e  nam es o f  
all su ch  o f  m y  te n a n ts  w h o  do  n o t  wish to ob lige  m e  w ith  th e i r  in te re s t ,  an d  
w ill  n o t  go to  vote. ,T im e  m ay  co m e  w h e n  th e y  m ay w a n t  m e to oblige th em  ; 
w e  m ay  th e n  fa ir ly  toss u p  o u r  p re te n s io n s  an d  s t r ik e  th e  b a lance .  I f  th e r e  
a r e  an y  w h o  h av e  re fu se d  to ob lige  m e  by going , th ro u g h  a p re te n c e  o f  f e a r ,  I 
beg  you will  ask  them  ag a in  from  m e, an d  le t  m e  k n o w  th e i r  a n s w e r .”

8254. C a n  you p ro d u c e  th e  orig inal o f  t h a t  l e t t e r ? — I can.
8255. W h o  is th e  n o b le m a n ? --------------------------------
8256. C an you r e fe r  to an y  o th e r  w r i t te n  d o cu m e n t ,  fo r  th e  p u rp o se  o f  

es tab lish ing  in t im id a t ion  on th e  p a r t  o f  th e  la n d lo rd s?— Y es, e je c tm e n ts  have 
been se rv ed  on ten an ts  d u r in g  th e  e lec t ion ,  some o f  w h ich  I h ave  in my 
possession.

8257. C an  you re fe r  to any  o th e r  le t te r s  by w hich  in tim idation  on th e  p a r t  
o f  th e  lan d lo rd  can  be  e s tab l ish ed ?— I  hav e  th re e  le t te rs ,  w r i t t e n  by a  lan d ­
lord  s ince  th e  las t e lec tion .

8258. H a v e  th e  goodness to p ro d u c e  th em  ; a r e  those  th e  o r ig in a ls?— T h e s e  
a re  th e  o rig inals  ad d ressed  to th e  ten an ts .

[ The fo llow ing L e tte r  was then put in and read , addressed to 
M r . ---------- , ----------- .]

“ ---------------- , 2 5 t h  M a r c h ,  1 8 3 5 .
“ ------------ ,— I  g ive you n o t ice ,  th a t  I r e q u ir e  p a y m e n t  from  you  on m y n e x t

d a y  o f  re ce iv in g  th e  y e a r ’s r e n t  o f  y o u r  hold ing , d u e  to me th is  day. I  h av e  
g iven you m y  reasons  a l re ad y  fo r  th is .  Y o u r’s , -----------------------”

H e  w as a lw ays  in th e  h a b i t  o f  t a k in g  h a l f  a y e a r ’s r e n t  w h e n  th e  y e a r ’s r e n t  
was d u e  ; h e  th e n  ca lled  fo r  th e  w ho le  y e a r ’s re n t .

8259. W h a t  is  th e  d a te  o f  th a t  l e t t e r ? — T h e  25 th  o f  M a r c h ,  1835. T h e
usual tim e o f  rece iv in g  th e  r e n t  w as th e  first w e ek  in J u n e ,  an d  he usually  
re ce iv ed  th e  h a l f  y e a r ’s r e n t  d u e  the. p re c e d in g  S e p te m b e r  in th a t  w eek .  
T h e r e  is a l e t t e r  f ro m  th e  sam e g en t lem an  d i r e c te d  to M r.  - ---------, o f
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[ The following L e tte r  was then p u t in and read, addressed to 
" M r. -------------- ; --------------- . ]

r t -------------- , — I n  su ch  t im es  o f  ag i ta t io n  a s  th e se  it  is n o t  safe  to le av e  a
l a n d lo r d ’s a r r e a r s  o f  r e n t  u n c o l le c te d .  I th e r e fo r e  g iv e  you  n o t ice  th a t  I 
shall re q u ire  a t  th e  usual d ay  fo r  m y  re n ts  b e in g  p a id  y o u r  y e a r ’s r e n t  fa lling  
d u e  th is  day.

“  25 th  M a rc h ,  1835. Y o u r ’s t ru ly ,  -------------- ”

H e re  is a n o th e r  l e t t e r  fo r  th e  sa m e  r e n t :

[ The fo llow ing L e tte r  was p u t in  and read, addressed to M r , ------------------ ,
— — ■]

“  2 5 th  M a r c h ,  1835.
u  D e a r -------,— As 1 b e fo re  to ld  y o u ,  I shall r e q u i r e  o f  y o u ,  a t  t h e  n e x t  d a y

fo r  p a y in g  y o u r  re n ts ,  to  p a y  m e  one  y e a r ’s r e n t  d u e  th is  d ay .  In  su ch  t im es  
o f  a g i ta t io n  la n d lo rd s  m u s t  g e t  in t h e i r  a r re a rs .

“  Y o u r ’s t r u l y , --------------”

826 0 .  W e re  th e  p ersons  to  w h o m  th o se  l e t t e r s  w e re  a d d re s s e d  e le c to rs  o f  
th e  c o u n ty  ?— T h e y  w e re ,  a n d  th e y  v o te d  a t  th e  las t  e lec t io n .

8261. H o w  d id  th e y  v o te  ?— F o r  th e  p r e s e n t  s i t t in g  m e m b e r s ,  M r.  G r a t t a n  
a n d  M r.  M o rg a n  O ’Connell.

8262. A re  you  a w a re  o f  t e n a n t s  b e in g  t h r e a t e n e d  w ith  th e  s e rv ic e  o f  e j e c t ­
m e n ts  i f  th e y  d id  n o t  vo te  as t h e i r  lan d lo rd s  d e s i r e d  ?— Y es, I h e a r d  so from  
th e  t e n a n t s  th em se lv e s ,  an d  1 h a v e  a n  e j e c t m e n t  t h a t  w as s e rv e d  d u r in g  th e  
can v ass  a t  th e  la s t  e lec t ion .

8263. H a v e  y o u  a n y  d o u b t  t h e  s e rv in g  o f  e j e c tm e n ts  w as  t h r e a t e n e d  by 
l a n d lo rd s ? — I h a v e  not.

8264. A n d  th a t  e j e c tm e n ts  w e re  s e rv e d  in c o n se q u e n c e  ?— I h a v e  not.
8271. W h o  w e re  th e  c a n d id a te s  a t  th e  s ec o n d  e lec t io n  th a t  y o u  a l lu d e d  to ,  

w h e re  th e  po lice  w e re  e m p lo y e d ? — A t th e  f irs t  e le c t io n  th e  H on . M r .  Bligli 
an d  M r.  H . G r a t t a n  w e re  th e  c a n d i d a t e s ;  a t  t h e  las t  e le c t io n ,  M r .  G r a t t a n ,  
M r.  M o rg a n  O ’C o n n e ll ,  t h e  H on . M r .  P l u n k e t t ,  a n d  M r. L a m b a r t .

8272. H a v e  y o u  d u r in g  th e  e lec t io n  seen  th e  la n d lo rd s  a n d  th e i r  a g e n ts  in 
a t t e n d a n c e  upon  th e  boo ths  w hile  t h e i r  t e n a n t s  w e re  v o t in g ? — I have .

8273 . D o  you  b e l iev e  t h a t  t h e  la n d lo rd s  a n d  a g e n ts  a t t e n d e d  fo r  th e  p u rp o se  
o f  in f lu en c in g  th e  t e n a n t s  to  v o te  as th e  l a n d lo rd s  d e s i r e d  ? -^ -T ha t  is m y 
couv ic t ion .

8274. H a v e  y o u  a n y  d o u b t  a b o u t  i t  ?— I h a v e  not.
8275. W e re  an y  t e n a n t s  u p o n  th e  e s t a t e  o f -----------------------a n d  o f  —

dispossessed  an d  d i s t r a in e d  in c o n se q u e n c e  o f  th e i r  v o t in g  a g a in s t  th e  w ishes 
o f  t h e i r  lan d lo rd s  ?— T h e y  w e re .

8276. W e re  p en a lt ie s  e n fo rc e d  a g a in s t  th o se  r e f r a c to r y  t e n a n t s  w h ich  
o th e rw ise  w ould  n o t  h a v e  b e e n  in s is ted  on ?— T h e r e  w ere .

827 7 .  W h a t  w e re  those  p e n a l t ie s  ?— T h e r e  w as  a  m an  o f  th e  n a m e  o f ------- ;
h e  w as  b ound  by his lease  to  s la te  his house  u n d e r  a  p e n a l ty  o f  50/. ; he  n e v e r  
d id  i t  fo r  m an y  y e a rs ,  a n d  a f t e r  th e  e lec t io n  he  w as  su ed  fo r  th e  p e n a l ty ,  an d  
w as  o b l ig ed  to  p ay  it.

8 27 8 .  M ig h t  th e  p e n a l ty  h a v e  b een  re c o v e re d  on  a n y  p re v io u s  o ccas io n  ?—  
I t  m ig h t ,  a s  I u n d e r s to o d .

8279. Do y o u  b e l iev e  th a t  in an y  in s ta n c e  th e  e le c to rs  h a v e  b e e n  in d u c e d  
b y  th e  p o p u la r  p a r ty  to vo te  a g a in s t  t h e i r  rea l  s e n t im e n t s  a n d  feelings ?— I 
h a v e  n e v e r  k n o w n  an  in s tan ce .

8280. H a v e  y o u  k n o w n  m an y  t e n a n t s  w h o  h a v e  d e c l in e d  v o t in g  fo r  the  
p o p u la r  p a r ty  from  fe a r  o f  in c u r r in g  th e  d i s p le a s u re  o f  t h e i r  lan d lo rd s  ?—  
1 have .

8281 . D o  you know  o f  la n d lo rd s  p r e v e n t in g  th e i r  t e n a n t s  f rom  re g is te r in g ,  
l e s t  th ey  should  a c t  a g a in s t  th e  w ishes  o f  t h e i r  l a n d lo rd s ? — I h a v e  see n  i t  v e ry  
g en e ra l ly  p ra c t i se d  a t  th e  re g is t ra t io n  a f t e r  th e  R e fo rm  Rill.

8282. I n  w h a t  m a n n e r  w a s  t h a t  d o n e  ?— S o m e o f  th e  te n a n ts  to ld  m e  th e  
f a c t s  ; I  saw  m y se lf  a lan d lo rd  co m e  in to  c o u r t  to  o p p o se  th e  re g is te r in g  o f  a  
t e n a n t  (  w ho h ad  a l re a d y  b ee n  r e g is t e r e d )  as  a  20/. v o te r .  T h is  lan d lo rd  h ad
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polled  th e  sam e t e n a n t  a  tw e lv em o n th  b e fo re  as a  50/. v o te r ,  an d  th e  t e n a n t  
took  the  qualif ica tion-oa th  in his p r e s e n c e ;  he  p ro c u re d  th e  will o f  th is  
t e n a n t ’s la te  f a th e r  from  the  e x e c u to r ,  a n d  en d e a v o u re d  to d isqualify  as a  20/. 
v o te r  the  v e ry  t e n a n t  who h ad  a t  his ow n in s tan ce  ta k e n  th e  o a th  o f  qua lif ica ­
tion as a  50/. v o te r  th e  y e a r  before.

8283. W as th e  m an d isq u a l i f ied ?— H e  w as  n o t ;  he  e s tab lish ed  his qualifi­
ca tion .

8284. D o  you be l ieve  th a t  any  P ro te s ta n t  e lec to rs  h a v e  b een  p r e v e n te d  by 
p o p u la r  in t im ida tion  from  vo ting  a c c o rd in g  to  th e i r  w ishes?— I do  n o t  th ink  
th e r e  w e r e ;  th e re  w e re  17 P ro te s ta n t  e lec to rs  vo ted  fo r  M r.  G r a t t a n  an d  
M r .  O ’Connell a t  t h e  last e lec t ion  ; e ig h t  o f  th em  re s id ed  o u t  o f  th e  c o u n ty ,  
a n d  o f  cou rse  cou ld  n o t  be affec ted  by  any  a g i ta t io n  in it. M o s t  o f  the  o thers  
w e re  50/. f reeh o ld e rs ,  and  th e y  a r e  a  class up o n  w hom  in t im id a t io n  v e ry  
se ldom  o p e ra te s  ; seven  o f  th em  w e re  50/. f r e e h o ld e rs ,  o n e  a  20/. f r e eh o ld e r ,  
an d  th e  o th e r  a 10/. f reeh o ld e r .

8285. W h a t  w as th e  to ta l  n u m b e r  o f  vo te rs  who v o ted  a t  th e  la s t  e lec tion  
do you r e c o l l e c t? — I th in k  n ea r ly  1200.

8286. O f  w h a t  re lig ious p e rsuas ion  a r e  you ?— A R o m an  Catholic .
8287. D o  you  k n o w  o f --------------h av in g  gone  a t  n ig h t  to th e  houses o f  his

ten a n ts ,  and  h av in g  t a k e n  th em  to  h i s -------fo r  th e  p u rp o se  o f  p r e v e n t in g  th em
from  v o t in g ? — Yes, I h av e  h e a rd  o f  it.

8288. Do you  believe i t ? — I  believe it  ; it  was th e  s a m e ------------- o f  w hom
I  spoke  b e f o r e , ------------------.

8289. I s  h e  a  R om an  C a tho lic  ?— H e  is.
8290. W ho  d i d --------------------- s u p p o r t ,  th e  p o p u la r  c a n d id a te s  o r  th e  u n ­

p o p u la r  c a n d id a te s  ?— H e  su p p o r te d  M r. B ligh ,  th e  u n p o p u la r  c a n d id a te .  As
I  h a v e  m e n t i o n e d -------------------- ’s n a m e ,  i t  is d u e  to  h im  to  s ta te  t h a t  he has
n e v e r  s in ce  in te r f e re d  in th e  elec tions, a n d  has a l low ed  his te n a n ts  to vo te  as 
th e y  wish, n o r  has  he p e r s e c u te d  an y  o f  his t e n a n ts  w ho v o ted  a g a in s t  his 
w ishes  in 1831. (p p .  471— 473.)

E d w a r d  D o w l i n g , E s q .

12252. A r e  w e  to  u n d e r s ta n d  y o u ,  t h a t  you  h e a r  v e ry  g e n e ra l  com pla in ts  
am o n g s t  t r a d e s m e n  o f  y o u r  ow n class in t h e  to w n  o f  C ar lo w , th a t  th e i r  profits  
a n d  dea lings  a r e  in te r f e re d  w ith ,  in co n seq u en ce  o f  th e  vo tes  w h ich  th e y  g ive 
a t  e lec t io n s  2— V ery  m u ch .  (p . 711.)

R ev . J a m e s  M a h e r .

9865. I B e l i e v e  you  a re  a  R o m an  C a th o l ic  c le rg y m an ,  re s id in g  in th e  
c o u n ty  o f  C a r lo w ? — Y e s,  I  am.

9866. W h a t  s ta t ion  do  you hold  in th e  R o m an  C atho lic  C h u rc h  ?— I am  
a d m in is t r a to r  o f  th e  p a r is h  o f  Carlow*.

9867. A re  you  an  e le c to r  o f  th e  c o u n ty  o f  C arlo w  ?— I  am .
9868. A re  you a  m e m b e r  o f  th e  c o u n ty  L ib e ra l  C lub  ?— I am.
9869. H o w  m an y  R o m an  C a th o l ic  p r ie s ts  o f  th e  c o u n ty  o f  C ar lo w  a re  

m e m b e rs  o f  t h a t  c l u b ? — O n ly  tw o ;  I be lieve  m y s e l f  a n d  a n o th e r  C a th o l ic  
c le rg y m an .

9870. H o w  m an y  R om an  C a th o l ic  c le rg y m en  a r e  th e re  in the  co u n ty  ?—  
A b o u t  30, o r  v e ry  n ea r ly  30.

9874. A c o n s id e rab le  b o d y  o f  th e  g e n t ry  o f  th e  c o u n ty  o f  C ar lo w  a re  
le a g u e d  to g e th e r  ag a in s t  th e  p a r ty  w h ich  is com m only  ca lled  p o p u la r ? — I 
b e l iev e  th e  m a jo r i ty  o f  th e  g en t lem en  o f  th e  co u n ty  a r e  le a g u e d  to g e th e r  
a g a in s t  th e  p o p u la r  p a r ty  ; th e re  a r e  som e v e ry  h o n o u ra b le  ex c ep t io n s  am o n g  
th e  g en t lem en  o f  th e  coun ty .

9875. B u t  th e  m a jo r i ty  a re  leagued  to g e th e r  fo r  t h e  p u rp o se  o f  r e tu r n in g  
c a n d id a te s  who profess  C o n se rv a tiv e  p r in c ip le s ? — T h e y  a re .

9879. B efo re  th e  e lec t io n  took  p lace  was an y  in t im ation  g iv en  by  lan d lo rd s  
t h a t  th e y  w o u ld  e je c t  o r  d is t ra in  th e i r  te n a n ts ,  o r  se rv e  th e m  w ith  no tices  to 
q u i t ,  in th e  e v e n t  o f  th e i r  d iso b ey in g  th e i r  o rd e r s ? — A  n u m b e r  o f  su ch  no tices  
l ias  been  given , (p p .  5G2, 563.)
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C o l o n e l  H k n r y  B r u  e n .

10824. H o  you  c o n s id e r  th e  p ro s e c u t io n  o f  th e  f r e e h o ld e r s  by th e  la n d lo rd s ,  
to  which F a t h e r  M a h e r  has  d e p o se d ,  o r ig in a te d  in t h e i r  d e s i re  to  co e rc e  th e i r  
t e n a n t s  in ev e ry  re s p e c t ,  o r  t h a t  it  h a d  o r ig in a te d  in a  l e ag u e  on th e  p a r t  o f  
th e  p r ie s ts  to c o e rc e  t h e i r  f locks to  a c q u i r e  po li tica l  p o w e r ? — W h y ,  th e  real  
f a c t  o f  th e  m a t t e r  is, t h a t  t h e  g e n t le m e n  o f  th e  c o u n ty  o f  C a r lo w ,  i f  th e y  h ad  
a s s e r te d  th e i r  r ig h ts  as  th e y  o u g h t  to h a v e  d o n e  long  s in ce ,  w o u ld  h a v e  p r e ­
v en te d  th e i r  c o u n ty  from  b ec o m in g  th e  se a t  o f  th e  d r e a d fu l  scen es  o f  v io lence  
a n d  d i s o rd e r  w h ich  i t  has  ; a n d  it is o w in g  to  t h e i r  foolish k in d n ess  t h a t  th e  
p r ie s ts  h a v e  been  a b le  to  o b ta in  th e  p o w e r  t h a t  th e y  have .

10836. Y o u  s p o k e  o f  th e  la n d lo rd s  n o t  a s s e r t in g  th e i r  r ig h ts ,  an d  you  m en . 
t io n ed  th e i r  om ission to  a s se r t  t h e i r  r ig h ts  as  an  in s ta n c e  o f  foolish k in d n e ss  ; 
w h a t  r ig h t  h ad  th e  la n d lo rd s  o f  C a r lo w  to  a s s e r t  in t h a t  ca se  ?— T h e y  h a d  a 
r ig h t  to  k e e p  a  s e r v a n t  o r  d i s c h a rg e  h i m ;  to k e e p  a  t e n a n t  on  th e i r  e s ta te s  
w h o  w as  g re a t ly  in a r r e a r ,  o r  to e j e c t  him.

10844. H a v e  you  p u n is h e d ,  o r  a t t e m p te d  to  p u n ish ,  a n y  t e n a n t s  o f  y o u r ’s on 
y o u r  e x te n s iv e  e s ta te s  w ho h a v e  p u n c tu a l ly  pa id  t h e i r  r e n t s  to  y o u ,  a n d  w ho 
b e a r  a good  a n d  p e a c e a b le  c h a r a c t e r ,  b e c a u s e  th e y  m ay  h a v e  v o te d  a g a in s t  
y o u r  w ish  a t  e l e c t io n s ? — I  took  17 a c r e s  o f  la n d  from  a  m an  o f  th e  n a m e  o f  
K e o g h ,  u n d e r  th o se  c i rc u m s ta n c e s .

10845. S ta te  th e  p a r t i c u l a r s ? — K e o g h  c a m e  to  m e ,  a n d  h e  s ta t e d  th a t  he  
w a s  m o s t  an x io u s  an d  r e a d y  a n d  w il l ing  to  s u p p o r t  m e, b u t  t h a t  he  h a d  been  
t h r e a t e n e d  so se v e re ly ,  a n d  h e  w as  in s u c h  d a n g e r ,  t h a t  h e  th o u g h t  i t  w a s  
im possib le  h e  co u ld  s u p p o r t  m e  ; 1 th e n  e n d e a v o u re d  to  p re v a i l  on h im  to  
v o te  fo r  m e  ; h e  to ld  m e  th a t  h e  w ou ld  r a th e r  lay  a t  m y  m e rc y  th a n  a t  t h a t  o f  
t h e  o th e r  s ide .  T h is  m an  h e ld  17 a c r e s  o f  bog lan d ,  n o t ,  a s  M r .  M a h e r  says, 
t h a t  by w ay o f  c h e a p e n in g  o th e r  lan d  th a t  h e  h e ld  too h ig h ,  b u t  m e re ly  as a  
fa v o u r ,  an d  those  w e re  th e  17 a c re s  o f  la n d  t h a t  I to o k  from  him . 
(p p .  0 2 2 ,  6*23.)

S in c e  th is  E v id e n c e  w as t a k e n  b y  th e  C o m m it te e  o f  t h e  H o u s e ,  d isc lo su res  

h a v e  been  m a d e  o f  p ro c e e d in g s  in  C a r lo w ,  w h ic h  r e n d e r  f u r th e r  e x t r a c t s  

f ro m  th e  r e p o r t  u n n e c e s s a ry .  W e  r e f e r  in p a r t i c u l a r  to  a  s t a t e m e n t  o f  

p e r se c u t io n s  on th e  p a r t  o f  c e r t a in  lan d lo rd s ,  in th e  c o u n ty  o f  Carlowr, 

r e fe r r e d  to  in  a p e t i t io n  o f  M r .  V ig o r s ,  to  th e  H o u s e  o f  C om m ons. 

L o n d o n , 1836.

M r .  T .  I I .  C a r r o l l .

11587. H e r e  i s  a  l e t t e r  from  D r .  N o la n ,  the  b ishop  of the  diocese, d a ted  C ar-  
low, J a n u a r y  the  7 th ,  in  w hich  a re  th ese  w ords— “  Shall  we th e n  s tan d  by as  idle 
sp ec ta to rs  o f  so m om en tous  a  co n tes t— we, w ho a re  so co m ple te ly  iden tif ied  w ith  
o u r  p eo p le  in all th e ir  in te re s ts  a n d  all th e i r  sufferings ? I an sw er ,  em phatica lly ,  
N o !  T h e  p eo p le  s tan d  i n  n e e d  o f  o u r  ass is tance  in th is  e m e r g e n c y ;  a n d  we 
owe to th em  o u r  m ost  zealous co -opera tion  in an  ob jec t  so ev id en tly  good, as  th e i r  
peaceful and  legal en d eav o u rs  to free them selves  from  th e  th ra ld o m  of C o n se rv a ­
tive  oppression , an d  the  c ry in g  g riev an ces  ol a n  u n ju s t  a n d  san g u in a ry  t i th e  
system. W e  a re  bound  to g ive th em  o u r  ass is tance ,  by in s tru c t io n ,  advice , e x h o r ­
tation . A n d  i t  i s  n ecessa ry  to ex p la in  to  th e  e lec to rs  th e  r e a l  n a tu re  of the  
ques tion  o n  w h i c h  t h e y  a r e  now ca lled  to  d e te rm in e  by th e i r  v o tes .” N ow , do 
you  n o t  u n d e r s t a n d  t h i s  l e t t e r  of th e  R o m a n  C atho lic  b ishop  of the  diocese to be 
a n  i n s t r u c t i o n  t o  h i s  c l e r g y  t o  in te r fe re  i n  th e  elec tions, a n d  to do every  t h i n g  
t h a t  they  could t o  p r o m o t e  t h e  objects  o f  those  can d id a te s  who, by th e i r  pub lic  
p r o f e s s i o n s ,  a r e  k n o w n  t o  be i n  f a v o u r  o f  g e t t in g  r id  of t i thes ,  a n d  h o ld in g  up 
t h e  m a i n t e n a n c e  of t i t h e s  a s  a c ry in g  g rievance ,  as  a n  u n ju s t  an d  a  san g u in a ry  
s y s t e m  ?— 1 do. I  h a d  the  h o n o u r  of t h e  a c q u a i n t a n c e  once  o i  t h a t  g en t lem an ,

N



an d  u p  to the w ri t in g  of th a t  le tter ,  I  very frequently  pra ised  him for his m eek ­
ness and  his tem p era te  conduct.  I n ev e r  knew  h im  an ag ita to r  un ti l  he wrote 
th a t  le t ter .  I  rep lied  to th a t  le t te r  which p u rp o r te d  to he his.

11588. ^  ou  have h ea rd  an ex trac t  from a  l e t te r ;  do not you th ink , in o rder  to 
form a ju d g m e n t  of th a t  le t te r ,  the whole co n tex t  ough t to be read  ?— W hy, I 
th in k  i t  frequen tly  h ap p en s  th a t  a  sen tence  m ay be perfect, an d  its m ean ing  well 
unders tood , w ithout th e  contex t.  I n  o th e r  cases the sen tence would not be p e r ­
fect w ithout the  context.

11589. A p a r t  only of th a t  le t te r  h a s  been  read  to you ?— T h a t  is ail, b u t  I 
recollect the substance o f  the  whole well.

11590. H e r e  is an o th e r  passage fu r th e r  on, in the  sam e letter, which states,
“  N eed  the electors be in form ed of the t ru e  cha rac te r  of th e  m in is try  ? I f  they be 
unacquain ted  with the prolessed an d  uniform  princip les  of the m en  who compose 
it ,  pass ing  even ts  will tell them . TLwo or th ree  sangu inary  t i the  m assacres have 
occu rred  since the  accession of the  p re s e n t  m in is try  to pow er ; n o t  p e rp e tra ted ,  
indeed, by th e ir  orders, b u t  ce r ta in ly  in  the  well-foundedxhope of p ro tec tion  and 
in d em n ity  from  them . A re  th ey  to be in form ed o f  the Tory  or Conservative 
p rinc ip les  ? S u re ly  they  can n o t  have so soon forgotten  those notable  speeches 
and  resolutions, in  which the Catholic ten an try  are devoted to ex te rm in a tio n  from 
th e  lands in which they an d  th e ir  fa thers  have  toiled, un less ,  besides pay ing  the ir  
ra ck -re n ts ,  they deliver them selves  u p  in  ab jec t  vassalage to the  lords of the 
soil ?” D o  you recollect such a passage in  the  le t te r  o f  the  R o m an  Catholic 
b ishop  o f  the diocese, da ted  in  Carlow ?— I do, an d  I  will tell you m y reason  
why I recollect it. O n  one occasion, I addressed  m yself  a le t te r  to th e  R o m an  
Catholic  elec tors  ot the  county, and  I w ent in to  an  h is torical  deta il  of th a t  pa r ty  
called the  1 ories for 40 o r  50 years, and  I showed h is torically  th a t  i t  so hap p en ed ,  
th a t  th e re  was n o t  a concession ever  m ade to the  R o m an  Catholics of I re land ,  
t h a t  i t  was [ n o t? ]  the l o r y  p a r ty  th a t  g ra n te d  th a t  concession. I  wrote  that  
l e t t e r  in rep ly  to the bishop.

11594. M il l  you h a n d  in  th e  le t te r  to  w hich  the  p rev ious  ques tions  have  
re fe rred ,  an d  from which the  ex trac ts  have been  ta k e n ? — T h is  is i t  :

[ The L e tte r  is as fo llow s : ]

“  B rag an za  H o u se ,  Carlow,
“  D e a r  R ev e re n d  S ir ,  7 th  J an u a ry ,  1834.

“ H a v i n g  b een  consulted  by  som e o f  our clergy on th e  expediency  of our tak in g  
a  p a r t  in the  p re s e n t  elections, I  deem i t  necessary  to address  m y answ er generally', 
to the p r ies ts  of a t  leas t  th is  p a r t  of the  diocese. M y  wish, as i t  is the  express  

C atho lics  in  I re lan d ,  is, th a t  we should, if  it  were possible, keep  
aloof from  all m te n e r e n c e  in politica l concerns . This ,  however, m u s t  be subject 
to  the modification of c ircum stances  ; an d  I  am  decidedly  of opinion, th a t  the 
p re s e n t  cr itica l a n d  m ost  im p o r ta n t  ju n c tu re  of public affairs n o t  only justifies, 
b u t  im p ela t iv e ly  calls for ou r  m ost active an d  energetic  exertions. I will s tate 
m y reasons  briefly. 1  he best  an d  d ea res t  in te re sts ,  re lig ious  as well as  political, 
ot o u r  people an d  country , a r e  a t  th is  m o m en t a t  s take.

“ A n e w  ad m in is tra t ion  has been  called  in topow er, avowedly for the purpose  of 
su p p o r t in g  the tem pora li t ies  o f  the  C h urch ,  by  law established, and the p r in ­
ciples of the T o ry  an ti-re fo rm ing  or C onserva tive  p a r ty  in  E n g la n d  an d  Ire land .  
H is  M ajesty, des ir ing  to ascerta in  w h e th e r  a  m in is try , formed for such objects, 
a n d  on such p rincip les ,  shall be likely to possess th e  confidence o f  the  nation , 
has d issolved th e  la te  P ar l iam en t,  a n d  calls on  the electors to m ak e  know n to h im  
th e i r  w ishes a n d  opinions, by the  free an d  in d ep en d e n t  exercise  of th e i r  legal 
r ig h t  o f  choosing th e i r  rep resen ta tiv e s  for a new  one. T h e  p re sen t  genera l  
e lection  th e n  is the m ost  im p o r tan t  th a t  pe rh ap s  ever  occurred  in th is  coun try ,  
for on  i ts  re su lt  depends the fu tu re  im p rovem en t,  peace  an d  p rosperity ,  of 
Ire land ,  or th ew p e rp e tu a l  con tinuance  of the poverty , m isery  a n d  degradation
o h e r  people. Shall we th en  s tan d  by as idle spec ta to rs  o f  so m om entous a



c o n te s t?  W e  a re  so com ple te ly  identif ied  w ith  o u r  peop le  in all th e ir  in te re s ts  
a n d  in  all th e i r  sufferings, I answ er,  em phatica lly , no !  T h e  people  s tan d  in  need  
of ou r  ass is tance in th is  em ergency , an d  we owe to th em  o u r  m ost zealous co ­
o p era t io n  in a n  object so ev id en tly  good, as  th e i r  peacefu l an d  legal en d eav o u rs  
to free them selves  from the  th ra ldom  o f  C onserva tive  oppression ,  a n d  the c ry in g  
g rievances  o f  an  u n ju s t  an d  san g u in a ry  t i th e  system . W e  a re  b o u n d  to g ive 
th em  o u r  ass is tance  by in s tru c t io n ,  advice, ex h o r ta t io n  : a n d  it  is necessary  to 
ex p la in  to the  elec tors  the re a l  n a tu r e  o f  th e  ques tion  on w hich  they  a re  now 
called  on to d e te rm in e  by th e i r  votes. T h e  ques tion  before the  e lec to rs  now is, 
no t w h e th e r  th is  o r  th a t  can d id a te  be a  m an  of w ealth  o r  l im ited  fo r tune ,  a m an  
o f  am iable  m an n e rs  an d  p r iv a te  w orth ,  o r  a h au g h ty  a r is to c ra t  a n d  b ad  la n d ­
lord, a  m an  o f  m en ta l  pow ers  a n d  l i te ra ry  acq u irem en ts ,  o r  a  h a lf -ed u ca ted  
sq u ire  ; b u t  s im p ly  th is— will they, by th e i r  vo tes ,  do all in t h e i r  p o w er  to s u p p o r t  
a n  ad m in is tra t io n  w hich  is d e te rm in ed  to check  the  p ro g ress  o f  s a lu ta ry  im p ro v e ­
m e n t  to all the  civil in s t i tu t io n s  o f  th e  em p ire  ; to u p h o ld  a n d  p e rp e tu a te  in 
I r e la n d  the  eno rm o u s  abuses  o f  a C h u rch  e s tab lish m en t,  from  which the  peop le  
n e v e r  rece ived  au g h t  b u t  evil ; to  p lace  the  education  o f  o u r  y o u th  in  th e  h an d s  
o f  p ro se ly t is in g  fanatics, an d  to d e l iv e r  the  Catholic  p o p u la t io n  aga in  to the  
d o m in a t io n  o f  th e  old a scendancy  faction. N e e d  the e lec to rs  be in fo rm ed  o f  
th e  t ru e  ch a rac te r  o f  th is  m in is t ry  ? I f  th ey  be u n acq u a in ted  w ith  the  p ro fessed  
a n d  uniform  p r in c ip le s  o f  th e  m en  who com pose  it ,  p a s s in g  ev en ts  will tell 
them , two o r  th re e  san g u in a ry  t i th e  m assac res  h av e  occu rred  s ince  th e  accession 
o f  the  p re s e n t  m in is t ry  to pow er, n o t  p e rp e t r a te d  in d eed  by th e i r  o rd e rs ,  b u t  
ce r ta in ly  in  the  w e ll-founded  hope of p ro tec t io n  a n d  in d e m n i ty  from  them . A re  
th ey  to be in fo rm ed  of the  T o ry  o r  C o n se rv a tiv e  p r in c ip les?  Sure ly  th ey  c a n ­
n o t  have  so soon fo rgo tten  those n o tab le  speeches  a n d  reso lu t ions ,  in w h ich  
the  Catholic  ten a n try  a re  d evo ted  to e x te rm in a tio n ,  from  the  lan d s  in  which 
th e y  an d  th e i r  fa thers  have  toiled, un less ,  besides  p a y in g  th e i r  ra c k - re n ts ,  they  
de l iver  them selves  up  in  ab jec t  vassa lage  to th e  lo rds  o f  the  soil. H e re  
aga in  is the  p la in  ques t ion  for the  e lec to rs  : will th ey  g ive th e i r  s u p p o r t  to such  
a m in is t ry ,  th e i r  san c tio n  to such p r in c ip le s ,  th e i r  ap p ro b a t io n  to such  p ro ceed in g s  ? 
C an  any  honest,  in d ep en d e n t ,  consc ien tious  freeho lder ,  p a r t ic u la r ly  can  an y  
Catholic  freeho lder ,  who d es ire s  to see th e  re ig n  o f  ju s t ic e ,  c h a r i ty  an d  peace  in 
h is  n a t iv e  land ,  do  so?  I shou ld  be  ex t re m e ly  so r ry  to an sw er  in  the  affirm a­
tive. L e t  n o t  th e  e lec to rs  be d e lu d ed  by spec ious  a n d  p laus ib le  professions o f  
l ibe ra li ty  from  a n y  can d id a tes  whom  th ey  know  to be iden tif ied  w ith  th e  p ar ty ,  
to w hose bad  p r in c ip le s  a n d  selfish a n t i -n a t io n a l  in te re s ts ,  th e  new  m in is t ry  is 
p ledged .  T h e  question , a t  the  p re s e n t  cr is is  I  re p ea t ,  tu rn s  n o t  so m u ch  
o n  th e  p e rso n a l  m e r i ts  o r  d em er i ts  o f  an y  ind iv idua l  can d id a te ,  as  on th e  p a r a ­
m o u n t  in te re s ts  o f  th e  co u n try ,  a n d  th e  w e ll -k n o w n  p r in c ip le s  o f  th e  T o ry  
G o v e rn m en t .  A f te r  h a v in g  e x p la in e d  to th e  freeh o ld e rs  o f  y o u r  p a r ish  th e  real  
s ta te  of the  ques t ion  in  w hich  they  have  so lem nly  to dec ide , y o u r  du ty , S ir , is  to 
in s t ru c t  th em  in  th e  consc ien tious  ob ligations o f  e lectors ,  for th ey  a re  n o t  to u n ­
d e r s ta n d  th a t  th e  elective p r iv i leg e  is in te n d e d  by the  laws as a  m a t t e r  o f  traffic, 
to  be d isposed  o f  for p r iv a te  em o lu m en t  o r  favour, b u t  a sac red  t r u s t  confided 
to th em  for the  public  good, a n d  th ere fo re  to be ex e rc ised  for th e  p u b lic  good, 
w ith  s t r ic t  ad h e ren ce  to in teg r i ty ,  and  acco rd ing  to the  p u re  d ic ta tes  o f  co n ­
science. T h e i r  a t te n t io n  is to be m ost  p a r t ic u la r ly  d irec ted  to the  n a tu r e  an d  
ob ligation  o f  th e  oa ths  w hich  a re  to be ad m in is te red  to t h e m ;  th e  o a th  o f  q u a l i ­
fication a n d  th e  o a th  ag a in s t  b r ibery .  H o w e v e r ,  I am  so fully conv inced  o f  yo u r  
own com petency  to  g ive th e  n ecessa ry  in s t ru c t io n s  on  th is  im p o r ta n t  subject, 
t h a t  I feel i t  sufficient now m ere ly  to a d v e r t  to it .  Im p re s s  on  th e  m in d s  of 
y o u r  people the  g r e a t  im p o r tan ce  o f  u n an im ity .  U n a n im ity  co n s t i tu te s  o u r  
s t r e n g th  ; division, always th e  b a n e  of o u r  u n h a p p y  co u n try ,  w ould  now  be fatal. 
I f  the hones t  in d ep en d e n t  f reeho lders ,  w ith o u t  d is t in c tio n  o f  creeds, s tan d  to g e th e r  
w ith  one h e a r t  and  one m in d  in th e  peacefu l asse r t io n  o f  th e i r  co ns t i tu tiona l  
r ig h ts ,  they m u s t  be t r iu m p h a n t  ; th e  pow er of th e i r  o p p o n en ts  shall be as chaff  
before th em , an d  they  m ay lau g h  to  sco rn  the  v ind ic tive  th r e a t s  o f  d isappo in ted  
am bition .  T h e  po p u la r  e lec tion  c o m m itte e  h a s  a lready  g iv en  th e  ex am p le  o f  
th a t  u n an im ity ,  an d  a p ro o f  of the  to ta l  absence  o f  all sec ta r ian  views and  p r e ­
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jud ices  from th e ir  councils, for, though  p r inc ipa lly  Catholics, they  have p re fe rred  
in  the ir  selection  of candida tes  for the borough an d  county, th ree  P ro te s tan ts  to 
th ree  Catholics, of wealth , ta len t  an d  respectability .  A bove all th ings ex h o r t  
them  to observe inviolably s tr ic t  obedience to th e  laws, and  a  peaceful, sober, 
o rderly  line of conduct. Im p lo re  of th em  to avoid all excess an d  in tem perance  ; 
to absta in  from in tox ica ting  liquors, and  to “ re frain  them selves from all ap p e a r ­
ance  o f  evil.” R em in d  th em  of the  necessity  of p rac t is ing  pa t ience  an d  for­
bearance, les t  they should  be p ro voked  to a  violation  of th e  peace by designing 
an d  evil-m inded persons. I n  conclusion, Sir, I do n o t  hes i ta te  to say th a t  i t  is 
a t  th is  ju n c tu re  ind ispensab ly  necessary  th a t  we ex e r t  for th e  com m on good of 
ou r  co u n try  all our energy  a n d  zeal ; b u t  I  t ru s t  i t  shall  be with  p ru d en ce  and  
charity ,  and  in  a m a n n e r  befit t ing  the  sacred  s ta tion  w hich  we have  the  ho n o u r  
o f  ho ld ing , in  o rder  “  th a t  he  who is on the co n tra ry  p a r t  m ay be afraid, hav ing  
no evil to say of us .”  “  B e  v ig i lan t,” therefore ,  “ labour in  all th ings ,” rebuke  
the  unquiet,  com fort th e  feeb le-m inded , su p p o r t  the  w eak, be p a t ien t  tow ards 
all m en . See th a t  none  r e n d e r  evil for evil to an y  m an ,  b u t  ever follow th a t  
w hich  is good towards each o th er  an d  towards all m en  ; and  m ay the  G od of 
P eace  h im se lf  sanctify  you  in  all th ings, th a t  your whole sp ir i t  an d  soul and  
body m ay be p rese rv ed  blam eless in  the com ing of ou r  Lord.

“ I  re m a in ,  &c. &c.
T o  the  R e v . -------------  “  E d w a r d  N o l a n , Bishop, &c.”

— (pp . 671— 673.)

T h is  le t te r  we counsel th e  bes t  fr iends of I r e la n d  to p e ru se  aga in  an d  again, 

as  a p a t te rn  of the  m a n n e r  in  which sound  politica l s en t im en t  (for such it  

is for th e  m ost p a r t )  can  be exp ressed  am id s t  unpara l le led  exc item ent,  

in  te rm s  to which the h e a re r  can  l is ten  an d  upon  which the  sp ea k e r  can 
reflect w ith satisfaction en tire  ; s e n t im en t  g iv ing  a  v igour to  a  j u s t  cause 

n o t  im p a ire d  by g ra tu i to u s  ad v an tag e  to  its  enemies.

P a t r i c k  L a l o r , E s q .

9301. Y o u  a re  re s id e n t  in  the Q u e e n ’s C oun ty ,  a n d  you re p re sen te d  the 
Q u e e n ’s C oun ty  in  th e  la s t  P a r l iam en t ,  an d  you w ere  a cand ida te  to re p re sen t  it  
a t  the  la te  e lection ?— I  d id  r e p re s e n t  i t  for th e  las t  P arl iam en t,  a n d  was a can ­
d ida te  a t  the la te  election.

9302. W ho were the  cand ida tes  a t  th a t  election, an d  also a t the  form er election ? 
— A t  the  fo rm er e lection  th e re  w ere  S ir  C harles  Coote, M r .  P e te r  Gale, and  
m yself  ; a t  th e  las t  e lection th e re  were S ir  C harles  Coote, the  H o n .  T h o m as  
Vesey, M r. R o b e r t  Cassidy, a n d  myself.

9303. C an  you s ta te  th e  n u m b er  o f  p e rso n s  who vo ted  a t  bo th  the elections ? 
— I  can n o t  w ith  e x a c tn e s s ;  I  th in k  ab o u t  1,200 a t  th e  fo rm er a n d  1,300 a t 
th e  la t te r .

9304. H ow  did  the n u m b ers  s tan d  a t  th e  close of the  poll ?— T h e  firs t election 
I  was 77 o f  a  m ajority  above S ir  C h arles  Coote, an d  he was 11 o f  a  m ajority  
above M r.  Gale ; an d  a t  the  las t  e lec tion  I believe S ir  C h ar le s ’s m ajority  over 
m e was ab o u t  the  same th a t  m ine  was over h im  before, an d  M r.  V esey ’s 22 over 
m e. I do n o t  reco llect  M r.  Cassidy’s num ber.

9305. W a s  any  influence used  in  th e  way of in t im id a t io n  by land lo rds  a t  the 
las t  e lection w ith in  yo u r  know ledge ?— Yes, a  vast  deal ; b u t  I m u s t  say o f  course 
th a t  m any  o f  those  th in g s  I  w’as n o t  a w itness  to ; m an y  o f  th em  were so public 
th a t  every  body  w itnessed, a n d  those th a t  were n o t  so, I  can  only s ta te  from in ­
form ation received  from  the p a r tie s  concerned.

9306. T h e  C om m ittee  wish you to s ta te  all the facts which you have taken  
p a in s  to inqu ire  in to  an d  to  verify , a n d  which you conceive yourse lf  to have 
h ea rd  on co m p e ten t  au tho ri ty  ?— A t  the firs t election, w ha t  we call th e  Conser-



vative  o r  O ran g e  p a r ty  w ere  q u i te  u n p re p a re d  tor  the  ev e n t  t h a t  took p lace ;  they  
h a d  no  concep tion , I believe, th a t  th e re  was an y  d a n g e r  o f  S ir  C h ar les  C o o te ’s 
r e tu r n ,  an d  they did n o t  use m uch  in t im id a t io n  before the  elec tion , b u t  on th e  
ev e n t  tu rn in g  o u t  as  i t  d id , th a t  h e  was n e a r  b e ing  p u t  o u t ,  th e i r  r e s e n tm e n t  
becam e very  fierce, a n d  o f  cou rse  the  t im e  for in t im id a t io n  was th e n  p assed  by, 
b u t  th ey  inflicted p u n ish m en ts  o f  a very  gr ievous n a tu re  up o n  m any  of th e  v o te rs  
who vo ted  co n tra ry  to w ha t  they  th o u g h t  they  o u g h t  to h av e  d one ,  in  th e  sh ap e  
o f  e jec tm en ts  for n o n -p a y m e n t  o f  r e n t ,  legal p roceed ings ,  w ha t  we call la t i ta ts ,  
d r iv in g  th e i r  ca t t le ,  ta k in g  t u r f  bogs from  th em  a n d  com m onage  th a t  was h e r e ­
tofore in  th e i r  possession, a n d  in e v e r y ------------------ a sys tem  o f  p ersecu t io n
ex is ted  both t h r o u g h -------a n d ----------------a n d ------------ . I t  w ould  be too m uch
to v e n tu re  to say  th a t  --------------  p a r to o k  of it ,  b u t  m a n y  w ere  p u n ish ed ,  I
believe even  beyond  the  law, in  consequence  o f  th e i r  h a v in g  voted. 1 do n o t  say  
th a t  they  w ere  en tire ly  v o te rs  th a t  w ere  p u n ish ed  in  th is  m a n n e r ,  b u t  f r ien d s  an d  
re la t ives ,  a n d  in  fact the  whole b u lk  o f  the  p o p u la t io n  w ho ca m e  in  co n tac t  w ith  
th e  au th o r i t ie s .

9307. D id  these  facts tak e  p lace  im m ed ia te ly  a f te r  th e  e lec tion  o f  1852?— Y es, 
a n d  th ey  have co n t in u ed  m o re  o r  less  ev e r  s ince, before th e  la s t  e lec tion , an d  
im m ed ia te ly  a f te r  i t  (o f  cou rse)  th e  p e rsecu tio n  becam e s t ro n g e r ,  a n d  i t  has in  som e 
sm all  d eg ree  d ied  aw ay ;  b u t  I  believe i t  is on ly  for w an t  o f  v ic tim s th a t ,  h av in g  
p e rsecu ted  a lm o s t  th e  whole o f  th em , i t  has  in  som e d eg ree  ceased  for w an t  o f  
o th e r  objects.

9308. I l a v e  an y  in s tan ce s  com e w ith in  yo u r  own know ledge ,  o f  p a r t ie s  who 
im m edia te ly  a f te r  the  e lec tion  of 1832 were e jec ted  from  th e i r  ten an c ie s  ?— N o , I 
c a n n o t  say  th a t  I k n o w  an y  th a t  w ere  ac tua lly  p u t  o u t  o f  possession , b u t  I k n o w  
a  g r e a t  m a n y  th a t  e jec tm e n ts  w ere  se rved  u p o n  ; a n d  the  p o p u la r  p a r ty ,  fee ling  
th a t  those  m en  w ere  b ro u g h t  to  th a t  d i lem m a in  consequence  of h av in g  ta k e n  
p a r t  in  the  elec tion , th e y  conceived  th em se lv es  bound  to s ta n d  betw een  the 
land lo rds  a n d  those  m en ,  an d  in m an y  in s tan ces  th ey  ra ised  sum s o f  m o n ey  in 
o rd e r  to  p ro te c t  those  t h a t  w ere  n o t  ab le  to p ro te c t  th em se lv e s ;  som e w ere  ab le  
to p ro tec t  them selves,  a n d  p a id  the costs  o f  ten  o r  e leven  p o u n d s ,  a n d  in  o th e r  
cases  i t  was p a id  by p u b lic  subscrip tion .

9309. W h a t  is th e  a m o u n t  o f  costs  w hich  a t te n d s  the  su in g  o u t  o f  an  e jec tm e n t  ? 
— I u n d e r s ta n d  the  firs t ex p en se ,  th a t  is, i f  i t  is p a id  v e ry  soon, is ab o u t  11/. ; it  
will, p e rh ap s ,  a m o u n t  to 40/. o r  50/. if  i t  ru n s  011 to th e  last.

9310. W e r e  th e re  severa l cases w h ich  h ap p en ed ,  in which te n a n ts  h a v in g  been  
se rv ed  w ith  a n  e jec tm en t,  w ere  ass is ted  by th e  pub lic  by m ean s  o f  a  su b scr ip t io n  
to p ay  th e i r  r e n t  I— V e ry  m any.

9314. A re  th e re  m an y  cases  in  w hich  C a tho lic  te n a n ts  have  been  e jec ted  an d  
P ro te s ta n t  ten an ts  su b s t i tu ted ,  s ince  th e  e lec tion  o f  1832 ?— A vas t  n u m b e r ;  an d  
the  s p i r i t  for do ing  so seem s r a th e r  upon  the  inc rease  ; w ith in  the  la s t  two m o n th s
1 know  a  la rge  d is t r ic t  w hich  has  been  d ep o p u la te d  b y -------------- , for th e  p u rp o se ,
as I believe, an d  in  fact  i t  is acknow ledged ,  o f  p u t t in g  P ro te s ta n t  t e n a n ts  in  
th e i r  places.

9315. W h e n  you  say “  d e p o p u la te d ,”  you m ean  th a t  the  C a tho lic  te n a n t ry  
w ere  e jec ted  a n d  P ro te s ta n t  te n a n ts  p u t  in  th e i r  p laces  ?— Y e s ,  a n d  in  all cases 
a  m u ch  sm a l le r  n u m b e r  p u t  in  th e i r  places.

9 3 1G. M ay  n o t  the  m otive  o f  th a t  p rocess  w hich  you  call d ep o p u la t io n  be, th a t  
the lan d lo rd  was des iro u s  to p u t  in to  his fa rm  m o re  su b s tan t ia l  people , who 
would farm  th e  lan d  b e t te r  th a n  th e  poor te n a n ts  e x p e l le d ? — N o, 1 a m  q u i te  
convinced th a t  the  co n tra ry  is the  fac t ;  they  will g e t  a  g re a t  deal worse  spec ies  
of ten an try ,  th a t  is, a  te n a n t r y  th a t  will p ay  a g r e a t  deal less r e n t  ; som e of the 
colonies, if  I m ay  call th em  so, as  th ey  a re  ca lled  in  th e  coun ty , h av e  been 
es tab lished  two or th re e  years ,  and ,  as  I u n d e r s ta n d ,  th ey  have  n o t  paid  one 
fourth  of w ha t  they  c o n tra c ted  for, a l th o u g h  i t  was a  m u ch  less sum  th a n  the  
o ld ten an ts  would have paid.

9317. H a v e  you know n in s ta n c e s  o f  cons iderab le  d is tress  suffered by te n a n ts  
in  consequence  o f  be ing  e jec ted  ?— C erta in ly  ; I have  kno w n  several in s tances  ;
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in  Fact, the even t  of the las t  election, th a t  of S ir C harles  Coote and  of M r. Vesey
being  re tu rn ed ,  was en tire ly  owing to the in tim idation  and  the losses t h a t -------
---------- p a r t i c u la r ly ---------------- suffered a f te r  the election of 1 8 3 2  ; and  certain ly
m any  o f  them  were reduced  to very g re a t  s tra its ,  in  consequence of the persecu­
tion  used aga ins t  them . T h e re  a re  o t h e r -------------- I believe, persecu ted  as
m uch  ; b u t ------------------, m o r e ----------------- - suffered persecu tion  t h a n ------------------
an y  o th er  ; an d  I know  well th a t  they  d id  suffer, and  th a t  th a t  was the cause why 
they  voted  as they d id  a t  the  la s t  election ; they told m e before the las t  election 
took place, th a t  i f  the re  could be from th ree  to five h u n d re d  pounds p u t  in  a 
fu n d  th a t  they could be m ade  ce r ta in  would be made available to them , to m eet 
pe rsecu tion  o f  th a t  k ind , they  would gladly give th e ir  votes as they  wished 
them selves and  as the public wished them  ; b u t  th a t  u n d e r  the  c ircum stances of 
th e ir  be ing  left unpro tec ted  as they  were before, they  could n o t  v en tu re  to do so ; 
th e re  were two or th ree  reasons  w hy th a t  could not be  com plied with ; in  the first 
p lace  I  d id  n o t  l ike  the p rincip le  of it, and  in  the n ex t  p lace p e rh a p s  i t  was not 
co n v en ien t  to give th em  so m uch m oney  ; b u t  I am  quite ce r ta in  the m en were 
s incere ; i t  was n o t  to be g iven in  the  shape  of a  b ribe, b u t  as a p ro tec tion  against 
fu tu re  persecu tion , in  the even t  of be ing  d is tra ined  upon  for ren t ,  o r  being ejected.

9 3 1 8 .  D id  t h o s e ---------- tell you so th em se lv es?— T h ey  did, a n d  they nam ed
the p e rso n ’s hands  in  whom they  w ished to have the m oney  placed.

9 3 2 0 .  A re  th e re  any  o th er  modes in which influence is exercised by landlords  
over th e ir  ten an ts  ?— I  believe I m en tioned  all th a t  can  possibly be ; I  m entioned  
th a t  they  exercised  th is  influence firs t  as  landlords, in  the n e x t  p lace  as 
m agis tra tes ,  an d  aga in  as ju r o r s ;  an d  I  do n o t  know  of any o ther  way in  w hich  
they  can  persecute.

9 3 2 1 .  H o w  is th e ir  influence exe rc ised  as m ag is tra tes  ?— T h e re  seems to be a 
l ine  of dem arca t ion  d raw n by the m agis tracy  an d  squ irea rchy  of the coun try  
between the  P ro te s ta n t  popu la t ion  a n d  those  o f  th e  Catholic  who voted with 
th em , an d  the re m a in d e r  o f  th e  Catholic  popu la tion ,  because  on one side the re  
a re  all those who they  consider have voted an d  ac ted  as they  call the  r ig h t  way, 
an d  on  the o th er  side they know  an d  feel th a t  the p o pu la t ion  is anx ious  th a t  
th e  p re sen t  s ta te  of th ings should  be a lte red  ; th a t  is, t h a t  th ey  should  have 
freedom  of election, an d  of course th a t  th a t  would b r in g  ab o u t  m an y  changes 
towards the  am elio ra tion  of th e ir  condition  ; and  hence th e re  is a  so r t  of war
rag in g  betw een  t h e ------------------m agis tracy  in  m y  county  an d  the  popu la t ion  ;
-------------- 1 know  a  case in the town o f ----------- since the la s t  election, a  feud th a t
g rew  o u t  o f  the  election , w here  one m an , a  P ro te s tan t ,  p u t  o u t  th e  eye of a n o ­
th e r ,  an d  for which he  was sum m oned  before the  m ag is tra tes  ; and  in  p lace  of 
re fe rr in g  i t  to a ju ry  a t  the assizes, they ad jud ica ted  upon  i t  in  a  su m m ary  way, 
an d  they  fined the  m an  who p u t  the  o th e r  m a n ’s eye o u t  1/., a n d  they  fined the 
m an  whose eye was p u t  ou t 10s.

9 3 2 2 .  W e re  those m en  P ro te s tan ts  ?— T h e  m an  whose eye was p u t  o u t  was a  
H o m an  Catholic, th e  o th e r  was a P ro te s tan t .  Besides, th is  p o u n d  d id  n o t  go  to 
the  m an , i t  went, as such fines do, to the  C ounty  infirm ary.

9 3 2 3 .  H a d  any  provocation  been  g iven by the  R o m an  Catholic to  the  P r o ­
te s t a n t? — I was not p re sen t ,  b u t  I conceive th a t  th e re  was not, because i f  the re  
was sufficient p rovocation  they  would n o t  have  fined the  m an  a  pound . I 
conceive th a t  i t  is a lm ost impossible th a t  bo th  partie s,  in a case of th a t  k ind , 
can  have been  in fau lt  ; e i the r  one or th e  o th e r  m u s t  have been  the  aggressor. 
B u t  the  cases a re  so num erous ,  th a t  to those who a re  acquain ted  with th a t  
co u n try  i t  would be needless to dwell upon  them . B u t  to the  C om m ittee  i t  m ay 
be necessary  to give instances. T h e re  was a  w ri t ten  notice p u t  u p  in  th e  town
of --------------, af te r  th e  first election in  1 8 3 2 ,  desiring  the people  n o t  to deal
w ith  ce r ta in  p e rsons  nam ed  in  the notice ; an d  I believe, as far as I could learn  
from  the  opin ion  of the lawyers, i t  was couched in  such a  way as no t to be an 
in fr in g em e n t  upon  any  kn o w n  law. T h e  w rit ing  o f  th is  was traced to a man, 
a t  leas t  it  was w ri t ten  up o n  the back  of a  le t te r  which was directed to him , and 
up o n  th a t  species o f  evidence he  was found guilty , a n d  sen tenced  to be t ran ­
spo rted  for seven  years. H e  suffered a  year’s im prisonm en t,  an d  then
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conceiv ing  (as  I believe) the  m an  bad  n o t  a  r ig h t  to be found guilty , they  
rem it ted  the  sen tence .  H e  was sen t  as  fa r  as  C ork ,  a n d  k e p t  th e re  in  a h u lk  
u n t i l  d ischarged .

9324. W h o  were th e  p e rso n s  ag a in s t  w hom  the  notice was d irec ted  ; were they 
p e rso n s  th a t  had  voted in  favour of th e  p o p u la r  s ide  ?— A g a in s t  the p o p u la r  side.

9325. W e re  th e re  any  no tices  p u t  u p ,  re co m m en d in g  exclusive  d ea lin g  011 
e i th e r  side a t  the  la s t  e lection ?— I am  p re t ty  su re  th e re  was, th o u g h  I d id  n o t  
see th em , p e rh a p s  very  m an y  upon  th e  p o p u la r  side. B u t  in  all cases th a t  I  am  
aw are  of, from  b eg in n in g  to end ,  the  whole s p i r i t  o f  th a t  n o n -d e a l in g  system  
g re w  u p  am o n g  the  p eo p le  as a m a t t e r  o f  defence , n o t  o f  aggression  ; because, 
in  all cases  th a t  I am  aw are  of, the  g e n t ry  w ith d rew  th e i r  d ea l in g  som e t im e  
before the  first  e lec tion . B u t  an y  th a t  r e m a in e d  af te r  th e  f irs t  e lec tion  were 
w ith d raw n  then ,  a n d  th is  system  of p ersecu tio n  th a t  1 have d esc ribed  com m enced  ; 
a n d  it  was as a m a t te r  of defence  th a t  the  p ra c t ic e  g rew  u p ,  r a th e r  th a n  m a t te r  
o f  aggression .  1 have  a  no tice  o f  a  re so lu t io n  ad o p ted  a t  a  pub lic  m ee ting ,  
w h ich  is in  som e way ex p lan a to ry  o f  tha t ,  w hich  I  will read .  I t  was he ld  a t  
th e  tow n o f  M o n t ra th ,  a p a r ish  m ee t in g  for the  p a r ish  of M 'R a t h  : “  R esolved , 
T h a t  p e rsecu t io n s  ex is t  ag a in s t  th e  h o n es t  f reeh o ld ers ,  who consc ien tious ly  
vo ted  for L a lo r  a n d  Cassidy, a n d  also ag a in s t  som e who even  vo ted  for L a lo r  
an d  Coote, by  v exa tious  an d  u n w a rra n ta b le  p roceed ings ,  a n d  th a t  we will expose 
to  the w orld  the  au th o rs  an d  ac to rs  in such  ty ran n ica l  p e rsecu t io n .”

932(i. W h a t  d a te  was t h a t ? — It  was e i th e r  the  l a t t e r  en d  o f  J a n u a r y  o r  the  
b eg in n in g  o f  F eb ru a ry .  T h e r e  was also a  re so lu t io n  passed ,  to  th e  p u r p o r t  of 
s ay ing  th a t  they  w ould  n o t  deal o r  leave  th e i r  m o n ey  w ith  an y  o f  those  p erso n s  
w ho ac ted  co n t ra ry  to w h a t  w ere  co n s id ered  the  in te re s ts  of th e  pub lic ,  or r a th e r  
r e c o m m e n d in g  th a t  to  be  done.

9327. D id  th ey  p ro m u lg a te  th a t  re so lu t io n  in  th e  n e w sp a p e rs? — T h e y  did.
9328. D id  they  r e p re s e n t  i t  as  se lf-defence a g a in s t  p ro ceed ings  o f  a s im ilar  

k in d  e m a n a t in g  from the  o th e r  side ?— E x ac tly .
9329. I s  i t  w ith in  yo u r  know ledge  th a t  an y  g e n t le m a n  t a k in g  a n  opposite  s ide  

in  po litics  w ithd rew  th e i r  cu s to m  from  t ra d e s m e n  in the  tow ns in  consequence  o f  
those  t rad e sm e n  n o t  v o tin g  as the  g e n t le m e n  w ished  ?— Y es, o f  course  : a lm ost 
all th a t  I can  sp e a k  o f  a s  from  m y  ow n know ledge  is w here  the  fact was no to rious  ; 
b u t  I  know  m an y  cases, from  th e  s h o p k e e p e r  a n d  b rew ers  down to  th e  w o rk in g  
t rad e sm a n  ; I know  a  w o rk in g  t rad e sm a n ,  a  sm ith ,  from  w hom  a g e n t l e m a n  took  
h is  c u s to m  d irec t ly  a f te r  the  e lec t ion  ; I am  n o t  su re  w h e th e r  h e  h a d  a  vo te  or 
no t,  because  those  th a t  w en t  to th e  e lec t ion  an d  s h o u te d  w ere  equally  p e rsecu ted  
as those th a t  h ad  votes.

9330. D o  you know  o f  an y  re sp ec tab le  sh o p k e e p e rs  h av in g  suffered in  th e  way 
of th e i r  t rad e  ?— I mtost also say  th a t  i t  was only  in  a  few cases  th a t  P ro te s ta n t  
g en t lem en  h ad  d ea lt  w ith  C atho lic  s h o p k ee p e rs  for m an y  yea rs  before th a t  ; I 
r e m e m b e r  th e re  w ere  two Q u a k e rs  vo ted  a t  th e  la s t  e lection tor  M r.  Cassidy  
an d  m e ; in  th a t  case I  k n o w  th a t  som e g e n t le m e n  in  th e  n e ig h b o u rh o o d  w i th ­
drew  th e i r  cus tom  from  th e m  im m ed ia te ly  a f te r  th e  e lec t ion  ; I r e m e m b e r  th a t  
seve ra l  sh o p k eep e rs  co m p la in ed  to  m e, th a t  th e  l i t t le  cu s to m  th ey  h a d  from 
P ro te s ta n t  g en t lem en  h a d  been  w ith d raw n  from  th em , b u t  i t  was only  in  a few 
in s tan ces  th a t  th e re  was an y  pow er o f  w ith d raw in g  it ,  in asm u ch  as th ey  h ad  
w ith d raw n  i t  before.

9331. A re  th e  p r in c ip a l  p a r t  o f  th e  t rad esm en  in the  tow ns in  Q u e e n ’s coun ty  
C atholics  ?— Y es, the  p r in c ip a l  p a r t  o f  them .

9332. B u t  th e re  a re  in  all those towns som e P ro te s ta n t  t ra d e sm e n  ?— ^ es, in 
all the tow ns th a t  I  am  aw are  of.

9333. D o  you  know  an y  in s tan ce s  in  which v o te rs  dec lined  to com e to the poll 
to  vote  a t  all in  consequence  of feeling  th em se lv es  un co m fo r tab ly  p laced  ?— \  es ; 
I  believe the  g en e ra l i ty  o f  th e m  th a t  s ta id  aw ay w ere  from  th a t  m otive ,  an d  1 
believe th a t  o th e rs  s ta id  away in  consequence  o f  a d i rec t  b ribe .  1 have  kno w n  
p e r s o n s  th a t  were b r ib ed  an d  s ta id  away, a n d  1 h a v e  k n o w n  o th e rs  th a t  were 
offered i t  th a t  d id  n o t  s tay  aw ay ; I  h av e  a  b ro ther-  in -law  ot m y  own, who was 
offered 1001, i f  he  would vote for th e  p re s e n t  m em b ers ,  o r  50/. i f  he would s tay  
away. W h e n  I say I know , I h a v e  only a m o ra l  ce r ta in ty ,  because  those  a re  
m en  w hose inc l ina t ions  w ould  h a v e  led  th e m  to vo te  ag a in s t  the  s i t t in g  m em b ers ,
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an d  who had  no d irec t  incentive  to vote for them , an d  who notwithstanding- did 
come forward an d  vote for the s i t t in g  m em bers,  and  in those cases J am  morally 
ce rta in  th a t  they did n o t  do so w ithout some very s t ro n g  m otive , an d  which I 
can trace  to no th in g  b u t  the receiv ing  p ay m en t  in  money.

9334-. W e re  you inform ed by any  person  th a t  had  received  those  offers?— I n  
m any  cases I h ad  i t  from the par tie s  them selves, b u t  in  o th e r  cases i t  is only 
from  public  report .  A s  to the actual re ce ip t  of m oney  i t  is only public report ,  
b u t  in  the cases of the offer of money, I  had  i t  from  the p a r t ie s  themselves.

9335. W as there  any  in tim idation  used a t  the las t  election u p o n  the  popu lar  
side to compel voters to vote in  a m a n n e r  con tra ry  to th e ir  own wishes ?— Yes, 
th e re  was this species o f  in tim idation , if  such i t  can be called, th a t  is, th e  m oral 
influence th a t  the public have  the  pow er o f  using 'tow ards a person  liv ing  in  th a t  
com m unity  : for instance, a m an  liv ing  in  a very  dense popu la tion ,  an d  w here  he 
feels th a t  they wish h im  to do a  ce rta in  th ing ,  and  he  does n o t  do it, he  m u s t  
na tu ra l ly  conceive th a t  he is to receive a ce rta in  share  o f  th e ir  ill will. N o t  th a t  
I  th in k  the in tim idation  w ent to the  e x te n t  th a t  he was afraid th a t  bodily  in ju ry  
would be inflicted upon  him , b u t  th a t  they  would n o t  have  the  sam e k in d ly  feel­
in g  towards h im  ; th a t  they  would n o t  deal w ith h im  ; th a t  they  would w ithhold  
ne ighboursh ip  from him . I f  th a t  can  be called in tim idation  th e re  was a  g re a t  
deal of it, an d  th a t  so r t  of in tim idation ,  i f  i t  can  be called, was he ld  o u t  to them.

9336. W e re  the re  any instances  where th a t  in tim idation  w e n t  beyond what 
you  a re  now stating, w here  personal v io lence was used, or th rea ts  o f  personal 
violence were used ?— N o t  in  any  case th a t  I  have h ea rd  of. I f  th a t  h ad  h a p ­
p ened  1 should  have h ea rd  it, and  I th in k  I  should  have h e a rd  even  i f  the 
th rea ts  had  been  he ld  out.

9337. D o  y o u k n o w  any  instances  in  which af te r  th e  election v io lence has  been 
used  tow ards persons  th a t  voted aga ins t  the popu lar  side ?— N o , excep t th is  can 
be called violence, that  I have know n persons  d e s i re d  an d  obliged to leave the  
H om an  Catholic chapels  on Sunday, th a t  is, obliging them , so fa r  as desiring  
them , to go away.

9338. Y ou m ean  th a t  there  were cases in which the co ngrega t ion  in the chapel 
des ired  some ind ividual to leave the  chapel, in consequence o f  his h av in g  voted 
aga ins t  the  p o p u la r  side ?— Yes, I  have known th a t  to h ap p en  in pe rh ap s  20 ca ses .

9339. Those were persons th a t  h ad  actually  vo ted?— Yes, and  in  som e cases 
m en  th a t  had  not voted, b u t  were re s tra ined  from com ing  forward, as  the  public  
believed, u n d e r  the influence of a bribe.

9340. Do y o u k n o w  any  ins tances  in  which tradesm en  who voted aga ins t  the
po p u la r  side have suffered in th e ir  trade , o r  th e ir  p rope rty ,  by loss of custom  ?__
M an y  by loss of custom, b u t  no t  by violence.

9341. A re  the tradesm en  th a t  have so suffered P ro te s tan ts  o r  Catholics, or 
both ?— Both. I believe the feeling is s t ronger  ag a in s t  a  Catholic , because i t  is 
conceived th a t  he had  a worse m otive  for so acting.

9342. D id  the  Catholic pries ts  in te rfe re  a t  the  late  e le c t io n ?— Som e of them  
in terfe red  so far as canvassing. I  do n o t  know  th a t  any, excep t  one  o r  two 
cu ra te  priests ,  ac ted  in the way of canvassing.

9343. D id  any  of the p r ies ts  com e u p  with the vo ters  to the  poll ?— No, 1 
d id  n o t  see one of them  come u p  to the po ll ing  booths, b u t  I know they  
were in the town and  spoke  to the  freeholders, an d  encouraged  them  ; bu t 1 
m ust  say th a t  ou t of 22 parish  p r ies ts  in o u r  county , an d  as m any  curates, I  do 
n o t  rem em ber hav ing  seen  m ore th an  five or six  o f  them  a t  the  election. I am  
sure  they  did n o t  am o u n t a t  any  ra te  to ten.

9344. D id  any  Catholic pries ts  address  th e ir  congregations from the a l ta r  in 
reference to the election ?— 1 h ea rd  some myself; I d a re  say  m any  o thers  did.

9345. W h a t  language did they u se?— T h ey  of course inculca ted  upon  them  
the necessity  of tem perance  if  go ing  to the election ; a n d  in every  case the 
recom m endation  was for no one to go there , excep t those th a t  h ad  business,  that  
is  those th a t  h ad  votes, and  recom m ending  to the people to be  tem p era te ,  not 
to d r in k  a rd e n t  sp irits , an d  to avoid doing an y th in g  th a t  w ould  b r in g  them  into  
collision w ith  the au tho ri t ies  ; a n d  also recom m ending  th em  to beware o f  p e r ­
ju ry ,  as in  those cases the re  were oaths to be adm inis te red , an d  recom m ending
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th em  also to vote  consc ien tious ly  as th e i r  o p in ions  d irec ted  th em , would be for 
th e  pub lic  good ; a n d  in  fact in cu lca t in g  th e  m o ra l  ob liga tion  th a t  was upon  
th em , o f  n o t  d o in g  a n y th in g  th a t  would in ju re  th e  p u b lic  by v o t in g  for p e rso n s  
n o t  the  b e s t  for th e  public.

9346. D id  th ey  use  an y  lan g u ag e  ca lcu la ted  to  inflam e th e  feelings o f  th e i r  
co n g reg a tio n  ag a in s t  vo ters  u p o n  th e  o p p o s i te  s id e ? — N e v e r  a n y  th a t  I h ea rd ,  
n o r  do I believe th a t  they  did.

9347. D id  the  C atho lic  p r ie s ts  a t te n d  an y  pub lic  m ee tings ,  an d  h a ra n g u e  the  
peop le  th e re  ?— N o t  th a t  I am  aw are  of ; an d  1 do n o t  r e m e m b e r  t h a t  th e re  was 
a n y  pub lic  m ee t in g  in  th e  c o u n ty  before th e  e lec tion  ; th e re  w ere  som e m ee t in g s  
a f te r  the  e lec t ion  was over .  I w en t  to  som e o f  th e  p a r ish e s  for the  p u rp o s e  of 
th a n k in g  th e  e lec to rs  for the  s u p p o r t  th ey  h a d  g iven  m e ,  a n d  ad d ressed  th e m  
ou ts ide  th e  ch a p e l-y a rd  ; S u n d ay  b e ing  th e  only  day  w h en  I could  m e e t  th e m  
a l to g e th e r  ; a n d  a t  those  th e re  w ere  som e C atho lic  p r ie s ts  th a t  l ived  in  th e  
p a r t ic u la r  p a r ish ,  a n d  I believe in  eve ry  case o f  th a t  n a tu r e  th e y  w ere  p re se n t ,  
b u t  I do  n o t  reco llec t ,  ex cep t  u p o n  one  occasion, t h a t  an y  o f  th em  spoke.

9348. D id  th ey  a t te n d  any*parochial m e e t in g s  o r  d is t r ic t  m e e t in g s  before the  
e lec t ion  ?— Y es,  I am  su re  they  did.

9349. D id  th e y  h a ra n g u e  th e  peop le  th e re  ?— I n  som e cases, b u t  n o t  g en e ra l ly ;  
n o t  m o re  th a n  ab o u t  five or six.
’ 9350. Y o u  h av e  s ta ted  th a t  a  very  ex ten s iv e  sys tem  o f  p e rsecu t io n  was ca rr ied  

on  by  th e  lan d lo rd s  o f  Q u e e n ’s coun ty ,  a n d  th a t  a  n u m b e r  o f  t e n a n ts  w ere  e i th e r  
e jec ted  o r  d is t ra in ed  for r e n t ,  a n d  th a t  g re a t  suffering was th e  c o n se q u en ce ?—  
Y e s ;  a n d  I m u s t  fu r th e r  say, th a t  a n o th e r  species o f  p e rsecu t io n  th a t  was very  
m u ch  ca r r ied  in to  effect was w h a t  is ca lled  “  b ea t in g  fines,”  th a t  is f in ing  m en  
th a t  h ad  b ea te n  lan d ,  th a t  is  w h a t  is ca lled  b u rn in g  the  su rfa ce ;  th e  fine is 10/.
an  ac re  ; a n d  I k n o w  one  case w here  a  m a n  wTas ob liged  b y -----------to p ay  93/. ;
a n d  I k n o w  a n o th e r  m an  he ,  -------------- , s e n t  to gaol for som e m o n th s ,  an d  he
was e i th e r  l ibe ra ted  by th e  In so lv e n t  A c t  o r  p a id  th e  m oney .

9351. I s  n o t  th a t  an  offence a g a in s t  th e  law ?— Y e s  ; b u t  th is  was a n  offence 
th a t  was in  g en e ra l  over looked  ; th e  law  a p p e a re d  in  m an y  cases  to  be a  dead  
le t te r ,  an d  seldom  ac ted  upon .

9351. Y o u  m ean  to  say  th a t  i t  w as so ra re ly  enforced , th a t  th e  t e n a n t  m ig h t  
reaso n ab ly  in fe r  th a t  h e  wras safe in  d o in g  so ?— C erta in ly  ; a n d  I am  quite  su re  
the  m an  th a t  pa id  93/. h a d  n o  idea  th a t  i t  w ould  be enforced, o r  else he  w ould  
n o t  have  d one  it, because  h e  h a d  vo ted  ag a in s t  ---------- .

9393. D o  n o t  you  th in k  th e  n o n -d e a l in g  is a  v e ry  in ju r io u s  sys tem  ?— I th in k  
so ;  bu t ,  u n d e r  the  c ircu m stan ces  in  w hich  th e  p o p u la t io n  a re  p laced , w ith  re sp ec t  
to  th e  a r is tocracy  o f  the  co u n try ,  th ey  have  no  o th e r  m ode o f  p ro te c t in g  th e m ­
selves th a n  th a t ,  a n d  a  v e ry  effectual one  i t  is, i f  i t  wTas p ro p e r ly  ca r r ied  in to  
effect, an d  I t h in k  a  very  leg i t im a te  one.

9391. T h e n  you  a re  a  d e fen d e r  o f  t h a t  sys tem  ?— C erta in ly ,  u n d e r  th e  p re s e n t  
c ircu m stan ces  of th e  co u n try ,  b u t  n o t  o therw ise .

9395 . So th a t  you  would th in k  y o u rse lf  jus tif ied , as a g en t lem an  o f  w e ig h t  an d  
re sp ec tab il i ty ,  an d  la te ly  a  ca n d id a te  for th e  coun ty ,  i n  re co m m en d in g  to th e  
p eo p le  t h a t  sys tem  ?— C erta in ly ,  a n d  I h av e  d one  so.

9396. S u p p o s in g  th a t  th e  sys tem  of the  in te rfe ren ce  o f  th e  landowmers, w ith 
the  free-w ill o f  th e  vo ters ,  could  be done  away, w ould  you  still  re co m m en d  the 
n o n -d e a l in g  s y s te m ? — B y  n o  m e a n s ;  o n  the co n tra ry ,  I have always su p p o r ted  
the n ecess i ty  o f  v o t in g  by  ballo t  ; an d  I  conceive th a t  a t  p re s e n t  i t  is n o n sen se  
to  ta lk  of f reedom  o f  e lec tion  w ith o u t  th e  vo te  by ballo t  ; because, from the  
d istresses an d  the  h e a r t -b u rn in g s  th a t  the  co u n try  h a s  u n d e rg o n e  s ince  th e  las t  
election, 1 do n o t  know  how* it  is possib le  to a s k  for an y  m a n  to com e forward 
an d  g ive his vote for th e  p u b lic  good.

9397. I s  th e re  m u ch  feeling  in  favour of th e  ballo t  in y o u r  co u n ty  ?— \  e s ;  all 
th o se  th a t  are  in favour of the n o n -d e a l in g  a re  in favour ot th e  b a l lo t ;  an d  those 
th a t  a r e  aga ins t  th e  n o n -d e a l in g  a re  ag a ip s t  th e  ballot. T h e  p erso n s  th a t  a re  in 
favour o f  the  no n -d ea lin g  a re  so  only  as  a dernier ressort, an d  as the  lesser of two 
evils.

946 k  H a v e  you a n y t h i n g  e lse you w ish  to s ta te  to th e  C o m m ittee  ?— Yes.
o
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B esides th e  o th er  modes of persecu tion  adop ted  by the  land lo rds o f  the county, 
the re  is a r igh t  the people claim  to the bogs o f  I re land ,  and ,  as I th in k ,  a r igh t  
no t founded in law but from m ere  occupancy. B u t  w ha tever the case be, 
w h e th e r  they  have a r ig h t  or not, they  have been  heretofore  generally  used as 
m odes of p ro c u r in g  fuel for the people  o f  the coun try .  O ne  of th e  modes 
re so r ted  to of persecution  now, and  pe rh ap s  one of the s tronges t  an d  h a rsh es t  
modes, is the depr iva tion  of the people  o f  the co u n try  of fuel. T h a t  has  been 
resorted  to in almost every case ; th a t  is, by refusing  to allow them  to cu t  turf. 
Some years  they got i t  before as an  appendage  to th e i r  lands, an d  som etimes they 
got it  for paym en t ; b u t  in  none of the cases th a t  I  re fe r  to can  they  g e t  i t  by 
e i th e r  mode. A s  a p roo f  of that ,  I have copies of some h u n d re d s  o f  notices to 
ten an ts  o f -------------- , fo rb idding  th em  to cu t  turf.

9465. A re  the  notices all of a s im ilar  ten o r  ?— Yes.
9466. Be so good as to re ad  one of them  ?— “ S ir ,— T a k e  notice, th a t  any

perm iss ion ,  leave or liberty  th a t  m ay have been  a t  any tim e heretofore g iven  to 
you, to cu t  t u r f  o r  fuel, or o therw ise , in  o r  on  any  bog or bogs on the  es tates of
—  --------- ,  in  the Q u e en ’s County , is he reby  w ithdraw n ; and  you are hereby  r e ­
quired , im m edia te ly  af te r  serv ice  of th is  notice, fo  desis t  from so c u t t in g  tu r f  
in or on the  said bog, or com m itting ,  or causing  or p e rm it t in g  in your nam e, or 
on your b eh a lf  to be com m itted , any  waste, t respass  o r  in ju ry  thereon , or in  any 
m a n n e r  in te rfe r in g  therew ith  ; an d  tak e  notice, th a t  should  you a t  any  time af te r  
th e  period  o f  the service o f  th is  notice, t respass  upon said bog, p e rsev e re  in 
c u t t in g  tu r f  thereon , or o therw ise be found in any  m a n n e r  t respass ing  or com ­
m itt in g  waste thereon , legal p roceed ings  will be in s t i tu ted  aga ins t  you in  re sp ec t  
to sam e, and  you will o therw ise be p u n ish ed  as th e  law directs. D a te d  th is  30 th  
day of A pril ,  1835. (S igned) ---------- , of the  E s ta te s  of the s a i d -----------

9467. H a v e  a g re a t  n u m b er  of such notices been  issued bo th  by  _________
------- an d  o th er  land lo rds  ?— I do n o t  know  th a t  o th er  landlords  have is su ed
notices l ike  this, b u t  I know  they  have p rev en ted  tu r f  be in g  cut. I  know  th a t
.that has been done b y ----------  and  o th er  land lo rds  ; a n d  I know  th a t  they  have
re fused  it, n o t  only to voters, b u t  to all persons who h ad  an y  b ro th e r  or re la tion  
th a t  was a voter, or took any  p a r t  in  the election.

9468. I s  it a g rea t  inconvenience to the ten an ts  to be dep r ived  o f  th e  power 
o f  cu t t in g  t u r f ? — I t  is no t only an  inconvenience, b u t  i f  i t  is ca r r ied  in to  effect 
i t  will be as bad as being deprived  of th e ir  existence.

9469. C an  they go to any  o th er  p lace  for fu e l?— N o, unless  they  go to the 
expense  o f  g e t t in g  coals from  a long  d istance. T h e re  is an o th e r  species of i n ­
t im idation  an d  persecu tion  th a t  is re so r ted  to, an d  which I th in k  shows the  
necessity  of the ballot m ore  than  any  th ing  I have  kn o w n  as yet,  a n d  th a t  is the 
p ersecu tin g  m en  to such a deg ree  as to m ak e  them  give up th e ir  p re s e n t  leases, 
o r  to in t im ida te  them  from  voting h erea f te r  ; I have kn o w n  m any  p ersons  th a t  
have been  induced  to do so, an d  I have know n m any m ore  th a t  have been  sough t 
to be induced  to do so.

9470. A re  those 10/. vo ters  ?— Yes.
9471. W h a t  in d u cem e n t  is he ld  o u t  to them  ?— I n  m any  cases th a t  I  know, 

those m en  have been  u n d e r  e jec tm en t for a y e a r ’s ren t .  S uppose a y ea r’s r e n t  
becam e due upon  th e  25th of M arch ,  e jec tm ents  have been  served  upon th em , 
an d  the  land lo rd  told them  if  they  would give up the lease he would forego the  
e jec tm en t  and give a longer time for the p ay m en t  of th e  rent.

9472. T h e n  you conceive th a t  m any  of the I r ish  landlords, finding th a t  th e ir  
ten an try  vote co n tra ry  to the ir  wishes, a re  d isposed  to neu tra lize  the votes  o f  such 
ind iv iduals  ?— C erta in ly  ; I know  several of them  have refused leases of la te  to 
any  Catholic  tenan t ,  a l though  they give them  to P ro te s ta n t  tenants .

9473. T h e n  you im agine th a t  the s ta te  of th ings in  th a t  coun ty  is such th a t  
P ro te s ta n t  land lo rds  will appa ren tly  do every th ing  in th e ir  pow er to p lace P r o ­
te s ta n t  ten an ts  upon th e ir  es tates,  in o rd e r  th a t  they m ay have the su p p o r t  of 
P ro te s ta n t  vo te rs  ?— I  th in k  they will till they  g e t  such  a chastisem ent,  in the 
shape of bad p ay m en t  an d  re frac to ry  m en, th a t  in a  s h o r t  t im e i t  will cure itself;  
bu t I am  sure  th a t  g rea t  evils will be inflicted upon  th e  coun try  in the m ean  time.

9475D o  n o t  you th in k  th a t  p ro p e r ty  should be re p re sen te d  in  the  H o u se  of
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C o m m o n s ? — Yes, a n d  I  conceive  it  m u s t  be; because  1 conceive  th a t  the 
ag g reg a te  o f  every  co m m u n ity  m u s t  have m o re  p ro p e r ty  th an  an y  ind iv idua l ; and  
besides I th in k  th a t  in  no case , i f  th e  ch an n e l  o f  p u b l ic  o p in ion  was allow ed to 
ru n  in  i ts  p ro p e r  c u r re n t ,  would p ro p e r ty  ev e r  be d ep r iv ed  o f  i ts  ju s t  a n d  leg i t i ­
m ate  influence, a n d  1 th in k  any  th in g  b eyond  tha t ,  lan d e d  p ro p r ie to r s  o u g h t  n o t  
to expect.

9476. D o  you cons ider  th a t  th e  two unsuccessfu l c an d id a te s  a t  th e  las t  e lection 
re p re s e n te d  the  p ro p e r ty  o f  the  co u n ty  in  a fa ire r  m a n n e r  th a n  th e  H o n o u rab le  
M r.  V esey  an d  S ir  C h ar le s  Coote ?— Vastly .

9477. Y o u  th in k  th e re  was m ore  p ro p e r ty  u p o n  yo u r  side th a n  u p o n  the  o th e r  ?
— Y es, tw en ty  to one.

9478. T h e n  how cam e the  e lec t ion  to  tu rn  ag a in s t  y o u ? — F ro m  in t im id a tio n
an d  bribery .

9479. H o w  was the  in t im id a t io n  ca r r ied  in to  effect by  th e  m in o r i ty  ag a in s t  the  
m a j o r i t y ?— T h e  m in o r i ty  a re  th e  la rge  lan d ed  p ro p r ie to r s  ; th ey  have  th e  p o w e r ,  
of in t im id a t in g  an d  p e r se c u t in g  in  eve ry  c h a rac te r ,  as  lan d lo rd s ,  m ag is t ra te s  an d  
ju ro rs ,  a n d  in  fact  the  d isp en sa t io n  o f  the  law goes en t i re ly  th ro u g h  th e i r  h an d s  ; 
a n d  th a t  b e in g  coup led  w ith  t h e i r  be in g  p o ssessed  o f  the  lan d ed  p ro p e r ty  o f  the  
coun ty ,  th e  in fluence they a re  able  to  c rea te  th ro u g h  te r ro r  was ab le  to r e tu r n
th e  two s i t t in g  m em bers.

94S0. Y o u  w ere  unders to o d  to s ta te  before th a t  y o u r  side  in  th e  coun ty  were 
possessed  o f  n in e te e n - tw e n t ie th s  o f  the  lan d ed  p ro p e r ty  in  th e  coun ty ,  an d  now 
you s ta te  t h a t  th e  o th e r  side a re  possessed  o f  a lm o s t  all th e  lan d ed  p ro p e r ty  ; how 
do  you ex p la in  t h a t ? — I n  s ta t in g  th a t  th e  g re a te r  p a r t  o f  the  p ro p e r ty  was up o n  
o u r  s ide, I m e a n t  n o t  m ere ly  th e  lan d ed  p ro p e r ty  b u t  th e  a g g reg a te  p ro p e r ty ,  
com m ercia l  an d  m a n u fa c tu r in g  an d  ag r icu ltu ra l .

9481. B ut the  lan d ed  p ro p e r ty  was dec ided ly  in  th e  scale  o f  yo u r  ad v e rsa r ie s  ? 
— N o, I th in k  th e r e  is m ore  lan d ed  p ro p e r ty  in th e  h an d s  o f  the  te n a n t ry  th a n  in 
th e  h an d s  o f  th e  p ro p r ie to r s ;  I will ta k e  th e  value o f  lan d  in  o u r  co u n ty  a t  1/. an  
a c re ;  I conceive th a t  to be the  lan d lo rd ’s r e n t ,  a n d  I conceive  th e re  is  m ore  th a n  
th a t  a m o u n t  o f  in te re s t  in  th e  c o m m u n i ty  g en e ra l ly  ; th a t  is, in  o th e r  words, th a t  
the  te n a n t ry  o f  th e  co u n try  possess  m o re  in te re s t  in the  co u n try  th a n  th e  landlords , 
a n d  th a t  th ey  m u s t  do  so in o rd e r  to s u p p o r t  an  ex is tence.

9482. T h e  ques t ion  re la tes  to th e  ow ners  o f  land ,  n o t  to th e  occup ie rs  of la n d ?  
— T h e n  i t  is qu it?  th e  o th e r  way in  as a g re a t  a ra tio ,  a n d  p e r h a p s  m o re  so.

91-83. T h a t  is to say, th a t  th e  lan d  p ro p r ie to r s  an d  ow ners  a re  m ore  th a n  tw entv  
to  one  ag a in s t  you, a n d  in favour o f  those  two g en t lem en  ?— C erta in ly .

9484. A s  land  gives  a r i g h t  to vo te  for th e  coun ty ,  and  as lan d ed  p ro p e r ty  has 
by the  R efo rm  A ct a r ig h t  to be re p re sen te d ,  do you n o t  co n s id e r  it n a tu ra l  th a t  a 
g re a t  p ro p o r t io n  of the  lan d ed  p ro p r ie to r s  shou ld  be in te re s te d  in r e tu r n in g  to 
P a r l ia m e n t  a perso n  who would vo te  in th e i r  lan d lo rd  s  in te re s ts ,  r a th e r  th a n  be 
re p re sen te d  by m o re  l ibera l  can d id a te s  ?— 1 th in k  they  a re  in fluenced  by th a t  feel­
i n g ;  b u t  I th in k  it n o t  a leg i t im a te  feeling  acco rd in g  to th e  co n s t i tu tio n  o f  this 
co u n try ,  because  i f  th a t  was the  in ten t io n  of th e  Legis la ture , th ey  would have 
con f ined  th e  p ow er o f  v o tin g  to the  lan d ed  p r o p r ie to r s  ; because i f  they  a re  to have  
th e  p ow er of co e rc ing  th e i r  t e n a n t r y  to  vote  in  w h a tev er  way they  wish, u n d e r  
sem blance  o f  h a v in g  th e ir  p ro p e r ty  re p re s e n te d ,  i t  is a m e re  m o ck e ry  to g ive  the 
p re s e n t  co n s t i tu en cy  the  pow er o f  voting.

9485. D o  n o t  you  co n s id e r  th a t  the  re la t io n  be tw een  lan d lo rd  an d  te n a n t ,  by 
m u tu a l  ac ts  o f  rec ip roc i ty  an d  k in d n ess ,  is one  of th e  m otives  by w hich  persons  
a re  a c tu a ted  in all s i tu a t io n s  o f  life, a n d  th a t  it  is n a tu ra l  for the  lan d lo rd  to c o n ­
fer favours up o n  h is  ten an try ,  e x p e c t in g  th a t  they  in  r e tu r n  will m e e t  h is  w ishes in 
an  elec tion?— I do n o t  th in k  it  is the  p rac t ice  to r  lan d lo rd s  to bestow ac ts  ot k in d ­
n e s s , in  o rder  to o b ta in  th e i r  t e n a n t ’s v o te s ;  an d  ev en  it it  were, it  would be a 
very vicious one, because  I conceive  th a t  the  ob ligation  o v o t in g  consc ien tiously  
for M em bers  of th e  L eg is la tu re  is a m ora l  ob liga tion  up o n  those  m en  p r io r  to 
everv  o th e r  o b liga t ion ;  a n d  th a t  no  ob liga t ion  they  m ay  be u n d e r  to a land lo rd  
o u g h t  to go to the  ex te n t  o f  in d u c in g  th em  to co m m it  an act that  will be in ju rious 
to society ; there fo re ,  i f  the  lan d lo rd  seek s  th a t  power, he  seek s  th a t  which he  has 
no t a r ig h t  to ;  and  every  t e n a n t  w ho in d u lg es  h im  in  i t  is co m m itt in g  an  in ju ry
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up o n  the public, m ere ly  to serve  h im s e l f ;  a n d  I  consider h im  j u s t  in  the sam e
degree  responsible , a n d  com m itt ing  a n  ac t o f  m oral tu rp i tu d e  as a m a n  th a t  
receives  a d irec t  bribe.
, M ig h t  n o ‘ a land lo rd  ju s t  as  well p re te n d  to  de te rm in e  w h e th e r  his te n a n t

shall be a  R o m an  Catholic or a P ro te s tan t ,  as to d e te rm in e  who be  shall  vote for ? 
— 1 th in k  a  g re a t  deal m ore ra tiona lly ,  because, i f  he  was able to induce  the

,  ,r ?h S10n’ h e ,woulcl n o t  inflic‘ an y  in ju ry  upon  the public ,
ereas, b f  inducing  h im  to vo te  for a perso n  in ju r ious  to th e  public  in te re s t ,  he  

inflicts a  public in jury . r  ’
9487. Suppose any  land lo rd  was to  say to h is  ten an t ,  “ you  shall  q u it  m y  land 

i t  you do n o t  a t ten d  P ro te s ta n t  w orsh ip ,” do n o t  you  th in k  he  w ould  be p u sh in g  
the  l im its  o f  au th o r i ty  m u ch  beyond th e  leg i t im a te  b o u n d s?— Yes, a n d  I  th in k  i t  
m u ch  m ore  in ju r ious  th a t  he  should  in s is t  upon  his vo ting  for a p a r t ic u la r  pe rso n  
Wh„Tcch l S “ nS,a e ? ce  doeS n o t  cons ider th e  bes t  pe rso n  for th e  public  good.

9488. Y ou th in k  a  m a n ’s po litica l conscience is as m uch to be p ro tec ted  as his 
re lig ious conscience ? - Y e s ,  and  besides tha t ,  a  species of m ora l  obligation m ust

the  public PerS° n co>‘ceives would be  m o s t  serviceable to

ln^ , 89- D o  n,o t  y ° u  th ink , A a t  i f  i t  were once es tab lished  as a  p r in c ip le  th a t  the 
land lo rd  ough t to contro l the  vote o f  the  tenan t ,  i t  would be ex p ed ien t  to in t ro ­
duce a  covenan t in  the  lease, b in d in g  th e  t e n a n t  to  vote  j u s t  as  the lan d lo rd

a t a í l  thé™  - ~ , u S • ’,f t h e  L eg i*la tl ,re  w ere  to recogn ize  th a t  p rincip le
o f  vo ting  a ltogether .  a c h a n t y  t0  th e  te n a n t ry to d e P ™ e  them  o f  the pow er

H r ° ;  ? ?  T I ° U t M nki n  th e  State of the « ueen’s C ounty , i t  would be a  c h a ­
r i tab le  ac t  to d isfranch ise  the g re a te r  p o rt ion  of the  tenan try ,  who are on the one
pTrulirtiH-1 by  th e ir  p r ie s ts  and  by po p u la r  cliimour to vote for th e  p o p u la r  
cand ida te ,  an d  on th e  o ther,  by th e i r  land lo rd  to vote accord ing  to his in te re s ts  ?

w av W  À  T U n ’ Sm 6 WaS P ro te f ed by sec re t  voting, or p ro te c te d in  some 
way th a t  the  land lo rd  could n o t  in ju re  h im  ; an d  I  m u s t  beg  leave to rem ove the
m pression  th a t  m en  have been induced  by p o p u la r  c lam o u r  an d  by th e i r  c lergy

to vote  co n tra ry  to th e i r  consciences ; I  never y e t  kn ew  an  in s tance  of the k ind ,

n r W l v t T 8  ° bhg! d ‘;  ,VOte ? ° n t r a T  t0 *h e ir  consciences m ere ly  by p o p u la r  or 
E i ,  ,  1 Ï  T  own hu n d red s  of ins tances  w here  m en  have been
: u t î f n V f X ^ ^ ^ r d ys.t0  t h e l r — s “ >e in t im ida tion  an d  p erse -

y ° u  th “ g  fu r th e r  th a t  you wish to s ta te  to  the  C om m ittee  ? -

a "  I "  SpeCíeS ln r ,d a t l0 n  re so r ted  t0 ’ an d  th a t  is « h e r e  tenan ts  generally  s ign leases alm ost w ithou t read ing  them , a t  least so far as reg a rd s  clauses

o f  n o n !  V , y  A ■ UP ° n ’.and  ani° n g  them  is frequently  in se r ted  a clause 
" - r n : a n d  m  0 n e P \ r t , ™ lar  case> in  which I have  a le t te r  o f  a  m an ,
I will, w ith  the  perm iss ion  of the Com m ittee, read  it  to show the h a rd sh ip  th a t

land lo rd  - “ S i Í eent Ct ‘° ’ T '16'7  use I,e voted co n tra ry  to  th e  will of his
i !  M .  r ,~  am  Sorry t0 ],avJe t0 ‘nform you on  this day  I have  been  inform ed 

c  y* 1 ’ cause u n d e r  the sub le tt ing  will be tr ied  a t  M aryborough
on S a tu rd ay  n e x t  ; I have a ho ld ing  i n -------------- frbo m ---------- 4 -  u n d e r  in d en tu re
of lease, bearing  da te  th e  fourth  or fifth day  o f  October, 1827. I  have  twice voted  
for m y coun try .  I  have le t  th a t  ho ld ing  u n d e r  which I  am  now  s u ld  in  o rd e r  to 
i , r n m t T y Sf ! ' V ®fc?m in S down’ a  re co rd  from D ublin . I  have 131, a -y ea r

& Te N i  A h gt°flS a g a in S t m e ’ 1  WUI b e  r e d u c e d  t 0  g r e a t  d i s t r e s s - 1am, &c. A bout five years  a g o , -------------- h im se lf  gave m e a  verbal co n ­
sen t  to le t  these  lands an d  I will find p ro o f  as to his g iv ing  the  consen t  by  his 
word, an d  you are well aw are th a t  th e re  would he n o th in g  abou t  it ,  on ly  for m y
v o tin g  the two las t  elections. Y o u  m ay  as well c h a rg e ---------- o f  this, as well as th e
re s t  of his venom ous acts  in  th is  coun try  : p u t  i t  in to  all public  n e ™  rs I
am  af te r  pay ing  to M r.  -----------3/. 12s. to defend in  D u b l i n - h e  now s a i s  I m ust
g e t  n in e  guineas  lor th ree  su p e r io r  counsel again F r id ay  n ex t .”  T h e re  is also ano-

eecrtLPnsC,etSh°Pv  T id f  ° n> n h  regard  t0 ?lle reg is t ra t io n ,  which m ust  ^ffecU he cctions , they  a re  ju s t  as m uch  persecu ted  by the land lo rds  for reffisterino- or
even  a t tem p tin g  to register ,  as i f  they  actually  voted ag a in s t  the  land lo rd  ; also
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o u r --------------g ives  ev e ry  so r t  o f  opposit ion ,  an d  in fact, holds o u t  th re a ts  to the
u n fo r tu n a te  m en  th a t  com e forw ard  to re g is te r  so m u ch ,  th a t  lie says, “ H ow  
shou ld  you l ike  for yo u r  lan d lo rd  to h e a r  th a t  you a re  ab le  to afford 10/. a -y ea r  
m o re  r e n t  than  you a re  now  p a y in g ?  and ,  m y po o r  m an , I would reco m m en d  you 
to tak e  ca re  how you come forw ard, w hich  will p e r h a p s  in ju re  y o u rse lf  he rea f te r .”
O u r  co u n ty  s e n t  a p e t i t io n  a g a i n s t --------------------- s ta t in g  those  facts, a n d  p ra y in g
for som e k in d  o f  red ress ,  or a n  a l te ra t io n  in  th e  R efo rm  A c t,  so as to p u t  i t  ou t 
o f  the  pow er o f  the  b a r r i s te r  to be ab le  to in t im id a te ,  w hich  h a s  been  la te ly  laid  
before the H o u se  o f  C om m ons.

9512. H a v e  you  an y  th in g  fu r th e r  to say  to  the  C o m m it te e ? — N o th in g  fu r th e r  
th a n  to say, th a t  I believe the  g re a te s t  b less ing  the  L eg is la tu re  cou ld  bestow upon  
th e  people,  in  th e  p re s e n t  s ta te  o f  th e  co u n try ,  w ould  be to g ive  th e m  th e  vote 
by b a l lo t ;  an d  also to p u t  th e  ques t ion  o f  re g is t ra t io n  in  such  a  c lea r  p o in t  of 
view th a t  th e re  could  be  n o  m is ta k e  in  it. (pp .  5 2 5 — 541.)

M r.  W a l t e r  A n d r e w e s .

1 0 4 1 3 .  W h a t  i s  y o u r  p r o f e s s i o n ? — I  a m  a  w r i t e r  o r  s o l i c i t o r .
10414. W h e re  do you  r e s id e ? — I n  M aybole .
10415. H a v e  you ta k e n  a p a r t  in  th e -e le c t io n s  for th e  c o u n ty  o f  A y r ? — Yes, 

e v e r  s ince  the p a ss in g  o f  the  R e fo rm  Bill, I  have.
10455. I s  th e re  an y  p re v a i l in g  feeling  am o n g  the  te n a n t ry  w ith  w hom  you a re  

acq u a in ted ,  th a t  they  a re  im p ed ed  in  the  free exe rc ise  o f  th e i r  f ran ch ise  by th e  
in te rfe ren c e  of th e i r  land lo rds ,  o r  th e  factors  o f  th e i r  l a n d lo rd s ? — T h a t  is d ec i­
ded ly  well know n to be th e i r  op in ion ,  a n d  I have  h e a rd  th em  s ta te  th a t  th ey  would 
assoc ia te  am o n g  th em se lv e s  for th e i r  own p ro te c t io n  from  in te r fe re n c e  o f  all k in d  
from  e i th e r  p ar ty .

10453. T h e n  they  do n o t  confine th e i r  d is l ike  o f  in te r fe ren c e  to the  in te rfe ren c e  
o f  one  p a r ty  o r  o f  a n o th e r  ?— C e r ta in ly  not.

10544. T h ey  ob jec t  g en e ra l ly  to be in te r fe re d  w ith , do th e y  n o t? — T h e y  o b ­
j e c t  g en e ra l ly  to in te rfe ren ce ,  (pp .  6 0 3 — 605.)

M r.  H u g h  C a m p b e l l .

10593. A r e  you a  f a r m e r ? — Yes.
10594. W h a t  is  the n am e  o f  y o u r  f a rm ? — Ivnockgeden .
10626. W h a t  is your p o l l in g  p lace  ?— M aybole.
10657. A re  you an x io u s  to h av e  th e  ballo t  in y o u r  p a r t  o f  S c o t la n d ? — A t  one 

t im e I was n o t  ; b u t  from  w h a t  I h av e  seen, I co n s id e r  i t  would be the  on ly  mode 
now  th a t  we can  have  f reedom  o f  e lec tion  by  ; an d  a  vas t  n u m b e r  o f  p eo p le  th a t  
1 k n o w  are  of th e  sam e opin ion .

W e  a re  aw are  t h a t  m u ch  difference o f  op in ion  ex is ts  a m o n g  R e fo rm e rs  on the  

sub jec t  o f  the  Ballot. W e  k n o w  th a t  m an y  o f  those  to  whom  the  n a t io n  is 

deeply  in deb ted  for th e  p ro g re s s  w hich  we have  re cen t ly  m ade, a re  dec idedly  

o pposed  to the  B a l lo t ;  a n d  i t  is doub tless  a  ques tion  on the p rac t ica l  o p e ra ­

t io n  o f  w hich  m u ch  difference o f  o p in io n  m ay  be fa ir ly  en te r ta in ed .  W e  

cou ld  not, in ju s t ic e  to all p a r t ie s ,  w ithho ld  th e  op in ions  g iven  to th e  C o m ­

m it te e  on  th is  subject. M . de T ocquev ille  a n d  o th e r  w itnesses, all en t i t led  

to a t ten t io n ,  from  th e i r  t a le n t  a n d  e x p e r ie n c e ,  e s t im a te  th e  rem ed ia l  effects 

of the B allo t  very  h igh ly .  T h e y  seem  to h a v e  es t im a ted  w ith  ca re  the  value 

of those im p ro p e r  influences  which in te r fe re  w ith  the  freedom  o f  the elective 

franchise  ; an d  th o u g h  th ey  m ay  reaso n ab ly  a d m it  t h a t  th e  B allo t  is n o t  

n ecessa ry  for th e  p ro tec t io n  o f  those  who da re ,  a t  all hazards , be hones t ,  ye t  

th e y  ap p e a r  to th in k  th a t  u n t i l  so c ie ty  shall  have  so far advanced  in  civiliza­

t ion  as to d ispense  w ith  a po lice , the  B a llo t  is essen tia l  lo freedom.
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T H E  B A L L O T .

M o n s i e u r  A. d e  T o c q u e v i l l e .

4026. W i t h  re sp ec t  to ou r  political condition , th e re  are two c ircum stances  
which explain  why the F ren c h  electors en te r ta in  li tt le  ap p reh en s io n  of the influ­
ence of individuals, and  do fear the pow er of the  G o v e rn m en t  ; the first is, th a t  
the  n u m b er  o f  electors be in g  very  small, and  every  one of them  being  in easy 
circum stances ,  i t  is  very  seldom th a t  any ind ividual is in a s i tua tion  to  exercise 
any  influence over th e ir  welfare ; if  the electoral body was ex tended ,  and  the  
p oore r  classes becam e a p o rt ion  of it, p e rh ap s  ind ividual influence would become 
m ore  generally  felt ; the  second is, th a t  in F ran ce  th e  G o v e rn m en t  has  collected 
in to  i ts  hands  n o t  only the  pow er of d irec t in g  the  whole organization  of society, 
b u t  also of d irec t in g  in a ce r ta in  degree  all the  local adm in is tra tions , by which 
I  m ean  th e  com m unes, th e  cantons, the a r rond issem en ts  and  the depa rtm en ts .  
H e n c e  resu lts  first, t h a t  the G o v ern m en t has in i ts  p ay  a prodigious n u m b er  of 
public  functionaries, no t less th a n  180,000; an d  secondly, by the m ean s  of those 
individual functionaries  i t  ex e r ts  also an im m ense  influence over the happ iness  
and  the fortunes of those n o t  im m edia te ly  d ep en d in g  upon  it.

4031. Do n o t  you th in k  th a t  i f  i t  had been  as m u ch  th e  ob jec t  in F ra n c e  to 
g u ard  the v o te r  aga ins t  th e  influence of o ther  electors, as i t  has  been  to g u a rd  
h im  aga ins t  the  influence of the p re s id e n t  and  th e  G o v ern m en t,  p recau tions  
m ight easily have  been  ta k e n  to re n d e r  i t  impossible for th e  o th e r  electors to 
know  his v o te?— Tn F ran ce ,  as I have  a lready  said, the only p a r ty  whose influ­
ence  causes any a larm  is the  G o v e rn m en t  ; i t  is p a r ticu la r ly  from the  eye of the 
agen ts  o f  G o v e rn m en t  th a t  they  have  been  desirous to h ide  them selves  ; and  as 
soon as th a t  p o in t  is accom plished , th e  object of the  law has  been  effected.

4034. D o  you th in k  th a t  in  th a t  calculation o f  ru n n in g  all r isks ,  the changes 
of be ing  p ro tec ted  even in  the  ev en t  of the success of the  G o v e rn m en t  by the 
sccresy of th e ir  votes, h a d  any  influence up o n  th e  m in d s  o f  the  electors in  de­
te rm in in g  them  to  vote aga ins t  the G o v e rn m en t  ?— I th in k  th a t  a m an  perfec tly  
m as te r  of h im self  is also m as te r  of his secret, b u t  I also th in k  th a t  i t  is difficult d u ­
r in g  the period  th a t  p recedes an  election, and d u r in g  the per iod  of the  election i t ­
self, and  especially a f te r  the  election, for an  elector so to ac t  as  no t to afford some 
reason  for suspec ting  in  w ha t  m a n n e r  he  is vo ting  ; he  is a lm ost su re  to do som e­
th in g  th a t  will create  suspicion enough to lead to the  in te rven tion  o f  an au tho ri ty  so 
litt le  responsib le  as  the  F ren c h  au thorit ies  are  in  adm in is tra t ive  m a tte rs  ; so th a t  
the  elector in such a case m u s t  ru n  g rea t  r isk  of losing his p lace ; and  the sec re t  
voting, though i t  is a  secu ri ty  which m ay be em ployed, is n o t  by i tse lf  infallible ; 
i t  is certainly, however, a  very  g rea t  security .

4072. Suppose a p roposit ion  was m ade  in  the F ren c h  cham ber to a l te r  the  
mode of vo ting  now prac t ised  in  F ran c e  from  w ha t  i t  is  a t p re sen t ,  to vo ting  vivâ  
voce, would i t  or n o t  be th e  genera l  be lie f  in F ran c e  th a t  the G o v e rn m en t  would 
acquire  a very g re a t  increase  of influence by m ean s  of th a t  m ea su re ? — U p to the 
p re sen t  tim e th e  pub lic  a t ten t io n  in F ran c e  has  n ev e r  been  tu rn ed  to th a t  
question ; secresy of vo ting  is in  F ra n c e  w ha t  would be called  here  a  m a t te r  of 
course ; nobody of any  consideration  in  the politica l world has  h i th e r to  expressed  
an opinion th a t  the  vo ting  ough t to be public , b u t  m y opinion is, th a t  i f  the 
votes were g iven publicly, the pow er o f  the G o v e rn m en t  would be infinitely 
increased.

4087. Y o u  have  visited the  U n ited  S ta tes  of A m e r ic a ? — I  have.
4090. Do you conceive th a t  the sec re t  vo ting  in  A m erica  is necessary  to p ro ­

tect electors aga inst the s tro n g  s t ^ e  o f  po p u la r  fee l ing?— Y e s ;  th a t  is the 
g rea tes t  advantage which I ascribe to the  secre t  suffrage in Am erica. I n  A m erica  
ty ranny  can only come from the  majority. H i th e r to  th is  ty ran n y  does no t ap p ear  
to me to have been  b rough t  in to  action on a very  large  scale. I suppose, 
however, th a t  the  sec re t  vo ting  has afforded, an d  will afford, an  im p o r tan t  
security  aga ins t  the ty ran n y  of the majority, which 1 consider as the g rea tes t  
evil and the m ost formidable dange r  th a t  can a t ten d  a pu re ly  democratical uovern- 
m ent.  (pp. 232, 238, 240.) b



M r .  J o s e p h  P a r k e s .

1746. C a n  you im ag in e  any  law w hich  can  re a c h  these  in d irec t  m odes of in ­
fluencing  votes, w h e th e r  by th rea t  or p rom ise ,  as  in  th e  case o f  lan d lo rd  a n d  
ten an t ,  o r  cu s to m er  an d  t r a d e r  ?— I am  n o t  aw are  o f  a n y  law which can  effec­
tually  reach  th is  class o f  influence, ex cep t  the  a l te ra t io n  o f  the  m ode o f  voting.
I do n o t  know  how far  i t  is c o n s is ten t  w ith  th e  in q u iry  o f  the  p re s e n t  C om m ittee  
to e n te r  in to  th a t  subject,  b u t  I e n te r ta in  now  very  s t ro n g  o p in ions  u p o n  it, an d  
very  d iffe ren t from  those  I once en te r ta in ed .

1747. W h a t  op in ions  d id  you once e n te r t a in ? — I  believe one  o f  th e  g re a te s t  
p re ju d ic e s  I ev e r  e n te r ta in e d  was a g a in s t  th e  vo te  by  ballot.

1748. T h e  o p in ion  you e n te r t a in  now is in favour of i t  ?— Y e s ;  ex p e r ien ce  in 
C ornw all  long  s ince  dec ided ly  co n v e r ted  m e to the  ballot, a n d  I h a v e  ta k e n  g re a t  
p a in s  to a sc e r ta in  facts co n n ec ted  w ith  t h a t  m ode o f  v o tin g  in  d iffe ren t co u n tr ie s  
an d  in  d iffe ren t periods.

1761. D o  you  th in k  th e re  is an y  m ode  b y  w hich  sec re t  v o tin g  can  be effected? 
— I do  ; i t  has been  f requen tly  effected, a n d  m ay be again .

1811. Shou ld  you  co n s id e r  i t  w ould  be difficult to p ro v id e  a m ech a n ism  for 
g iv in g  th e  votes o f  p e rso n s  with p e r fec t  secresy  ?— N o t  the  least.

1762. W il l  you  s ta te  th e  in s tan ces  in  which i t  has  been  f requen tly  effected an d  
m ay  be ag a in  ?— I  th in k  i t  is effected in  m an y  o f  o u r  own social in s t i tu t io n s  a n d  
effectually, an d  I  believe i t  is p e r fec tly  effectual in  o th e r  co u n tr ie s  ; I believe 
t h a t  to a very  g re a t  e x te n t  in d eed  i t  is effectual in  F r a n c e ;  a n d  I am  q u i te  c e r ­
ta in ,  from  co m m u n ica t io n s  a n d  facts  kn o w n  to m e in  re la t io n  to vo te  by ballo t 
in  the  s ta te s  o f  N o r th  A m er ica ,  th a t  i t  is co m ple te ly  effectual th e re .  T h e  best 
p rac t ica l  m ode o f  ballo t I  k n o w  is th e  N e w  Y o rk  system , as en ac ted  in  th e i r  
r e c e n t ly  rev ised  s ta tu tes .

1767. I s  i t  a  m a t te r  o f  su rp r is e  to th em , th a t  th e  ex p ed ien cy  o f  th e  ballo t  is 
q u es t io n ed  in  th is  co u n try ,  a n d  th e  m echan ica l  m e a n s  by w hich  th e  ob jec t  can  be 
s ecu red  ?— I have  n e v e r  sp o k en  to a n y  A m e r ic a n  who d id  n o t  e x p re ss  the  g re a te s t  
s u rp r is e  ; I am  aw are  th a t  th e re  has  b een  cons iderab le  can v ass in g  in A m erica ,  
a n d  th a t  i t  is ex tens ive ly  k n o w n  in  w h a t  way p e rso n s  vo te  in  p e r io d s  o f  g re a t  
p u b lic  ex c item en t,  such  as th e  co n tro v e rsy  ab o u t  th e  p re s id e n tsh ip ,  a n d  the  
tariff, an d  the  B a n k ,  re p re h e n s ib le  scenes  u n q u es t io n ab ly  took  place in  som e of 
th e  S ta tes ,  b u t  n o n e  of th em  o ccu r  in  consequence  o f  the  ballo t .  I  n ev e r  m e t  
w ith  any  in te l l ig e n t  A m er ic an ,  n o r  an y  V irg in ia  m an ,  an d  I h av e  m e t  two or 
t h r e e  very  in te l l ig en t  m en  la te ly , w ho d id  n o t  e x p ress  th e  g re a te s t  s u rp r is e  a t  th e  
c o n tro v e rsy  h e re  on  th e  sub jec t  o f  th e  ballo t  as  a p ro tec t io n  to vo te rs  ag a in s t  
in fluence ; th a t  th e  ballo t  is no  com ple te  p re se rv a t iv e  ag a in s t  b r ib e ry — b u t  th e re  
is  l i t t le  o f  i t  in  A m er ic a  ; for th a t  I have  no id ea  th a t  b r ib e ry  ex is ts  ; b u t  i t  p ro ­
tec ts  from  in t im id a t io n  ce r ta in  in d iv id u a ls ,  an d  is p a r t ic u la r ly  su p e r io r  as a  mode 
o f  election. I n  a le t te r  I  h ad  from  th e  B oston  g en t lem an ,  h e  s ta te s  th e  ballo t  
to be the only m ode they  could  ad o p t  to e n su re  them  ag a in s t  th e  evil o f  p e r io d i­
ca l  e lec tions of th e i r  success ive  officers. I f  t h a t  the  A m er ic an s  h a d  n o t  ad o p ted  
it, th e re  would be no  peace.

1768. I s  i t  c o n s id e re d  v e ry  v a lu a b le  t h e r e  as a p ro te c t io n  a g a in s t  in t im id a ­
t io n ? — Yes, a n d  m an y  o f  th e  p ro p e r ty  c lasses  t h e r e  a r e  th e  g r e a t  a d v o c a te s  o f  
i t ;  a n d  I be lieve  th e  e f fec t  o f  it  in th is  c o u n t ry  co u ld  n o t  b u t  be o f  a d v a n ta g e ,  
n o t  e x c lu s iv e ly ,  b u t  p a r t i c u la r ly  to th o se  p ossessed  o f  p ro p e r ty  in th e  c o u n t ry .  
I  will in s ta n c e  th e  ca se  o f  I r e la n d ,  w h e re  th e  r e tu r n s  w o u ld  be m u c h  m o re  
h o n es t ly  th e  ex p re s s io n  o f  o p in ion ,  in c o n s e q u e n c e  o f  v o tin g  b y  ballo t.  I 
k n o w  in s tan ce s  in w h ic h  th e  v io len ce  o f  m o b s  has  p r e s e n te d  m ean s  o f  in t im i­
d a t io n  w h ich  has  d e s t ro y e d  th e  fa ir  ex p re s s io n  o f  o p in io n  ; t h e  e f fec t  p e rh a p s  
lias som etim es  b een  in fa v o u r  o f  o p in io n s  w h ic h  I  e n t e r t a in  m yself ,  b u t  w h ich
I  am  ash am ed  shou ld  be  a d v a n c e d  by su ch  m ean s .  I  b e l iev e  i f  w e  h a d  th e  
b a l lo t  in th is  c o u n t ry  t h e r e  w o u ld  b e  a  s e c re sy  only on a  c e r t a in  p e r  c e n ta g e  
o f  th e  f r a n c h is e ;  t h a t  w'ould be  in t h e  in s ta n c e  of those  n o t  ab le  to  a c t  up  to 
t h e i r  op in ions on th e  o p e n  v o t in g  ; I b e l ie v e  th a t  th r e e  fo u r th s  of th e  c o n s t i ­
t u e n c y  w ho cou ld  afford to  k e e p  a  co n sc ien ce ,  w ou ld  a c t  j u s t  as  o p en ly  as
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th e y  d o  now , an d  w h y  n o t  ? I  do  n o t  m ean  to  sav  th a t  the  ballo t  w ould  be  a t  
all effec tive  in small co n s t i tu en c ies ,  th e  law m ig h t  be e v a d e d  as i t  w as in 
H om e w h en  d iv id in g  in to  small w ards .

1772. F o r  th e  c o m p le te  p ro tec t io n  o f  th e  p u r i ty  o f  e lec t io n ,  you th ink  
l a ig e  co n s t i tu en c ie s  su p p o r te d  by ba l lo t ,  w ou ld  be n e c e s s a ry ? — Yes, I do, 
an d  T th in k  th e  R efo rm  Bill has p ro d u c e d  a  m o re  s t r a n g e  anom aly  th a n  ev e r  
ex is ted  before.

1773. In  w h a t  r e s p e c t? — B y  th e  sm all n u m b e r  o f  vo te rs  in p a r t i c u la r  p laces  
as c o m p a re d  w ith  t h a t  o f  o th e r  b o roughs  ; I  h a v e  gone th ro u g h  a  list o f  
va i io u s  e lec to ra l  r e tu r n s ,  a n d  I  th in k  th e  a v e ra g e  w as  u n d e r  230 v o te rs  
r e tu r n in g  M e m b e rs ,  an d  in schedu le  (B .)  I  can  h an d  th e  lists in to th is  Com- 
m i t te e ,  a c o m p le te  ana lysis  o f  th e  c o m p a ra t iv e  n u m b e r  o f  all th e  c o n s t i tu e n ­
cies o f  th e  k in g d o m , m a d e  u p  from  th e  las t  P a r l ia m e n ta ry  R e tu r n s ;  an y  th in g  
m o re  poli tica lly  anom alous  d o es  n o t  ex is t  in a n y  c o u n try  in th e  w orld .

1782. Do you m e a n ,  in a d o p t in g  th e  ballo t ,  to e x c lu d e  ca n v a ss? — I th ink  it  
w o u ld ,  in a g re a t  m easu re ,  l im it  c a n v ass ,  a n d  th a t  th a t  w ould  be  a  very  g re a t  
im p ro v em en t ,  fo r  can v ass  a t  p r e s e n t  is on ly  an  a p p e a l  to  g ro sse r  passions 
in t r e a t in g ,  an d  so on ; I th in k  th a t  th e  e ffec t  o f  th e  ballo t w o u ld  be  an  
ap p e a l  to th e i r  m inds.

1785. N in e - te n th s  o f  the  p a r t ie s  w h o  v o te  a t  co u n ties ,  fo r  in s tance ,  a r e  
in f luenced  by a  co m m u n ica t io n  w ith  th e  p a r t ie s ,  a r e  th e y  n o t? — I should

m o d es  ^  1 ** Was S0 ’ 1 tIlink t h e ?  a r e  in f luenced  by  v e ry  d if fe ren t

1786. W e r e  you  u n d e rs to o d  to  say ,  th a t  in y o u r  id ea ,  th e  ba l lo t  is coup led  
w ith  th e  p ro h ib i t io n  o r  exc lusion  o f  th e  canvass  ? _ N o  : I m ean  th a t  th e  e f ie c t  
w o u l d  b e  t o  d i m i n i s h  t h e  p r e s e n t  m o d e s  o f  c a n v a s s .

1787. I f  th e  v o te rs  v o ted  by ballo t ,  the  c a n d id a te  w ou ld  h a v e  i t  as  m u c h  in 
us p o w er  to go on a  canvass  as he has no w  ? _ Y e s ,  j u s t  as m u ch  ; an d  1 th in k  

th e  h a b i t  o f  w h a t  is ca lled  rece iv in g  th e  co m p lim en t  w ould  be som e t im e  befo re  
i t  passed aw a y ,  b u t  th a t  g ra d u a l ly  th e r e  w o u ld  be a su b s t i tu t io n  o f  o th e r  
a p p e a ls  to e lec to rs ,  a n d  th e  abo lit ion  o f  in d iv id u a l  canvass  w ou ld  te n d  to  d im i-  
nisli the  ex p e n se  o f  elections.

1< 88- tb e  c a n d id a te  m ig h t  canvass  as he  has d o n e  ?— Yes, a n d  he
w ould  i f  an  ind iv idua l  e le c to r  w as  k n o w n  to e n te r t a in  the  p r e ju d ic e s  r e f e r r e d  
to. 1 he benefit  p ro d u c e d  by th e  ballot w ould  fa r  m o re  th a n  c o u n te rb a la n c e  a n y  
evil o f  n eg lec ted  ex p lan a t io n  to p a r t ic u la r  vo ters .

1789. D o  you m ean  to  e x c lu d e  C o m m it tees  from  e n te r in g  in to  th e  m er i ts  o f  
an  e lec t io n  d e c id e d  by b a l lo t?— I th in k  I  w ould  in a g r e a t  d eg re e  - I th in k  
th e r e  is g r e a t  m isco n s tru c t io n  o f  p r in c ip le s  in t ry in g  p a r t i c u la r  vo tes’ I f  th e  
c o n s t i tu en c ies  w e re  suffic iently  la rg e ,  th e re  w ould  be no n ecess i ty  fo r  it  I 
h a v e  d i r e c te d  m y inqu ir ies  to the s u b je c t  o f  th e  A m er ic an  co n te s te d  r e tu rn s  • 
th e y  have  a  s im ilar  t r ib u n a l  co m m ittee  to o u r s ;  th e re  is a  p a r t ic u la r  law  on  
th a t  su b je c t ,  b u t  it  is r a re  in d eed  th a t  r e tu r n s  a r e  co n tes ted .
w 1790; Y r tu a l |y» w !ie r® tlie co n s t i tu en c ie s  a r e  n u m ero u s ,  as  in M id d le se x  o r  
}  £s tm in?t e r , a s c ru t in y  is o u t  o f  the  ques t ion ,  is it n o t  ?— C e rta in ly  an d  I 
b e l iev e  in m an y  cases ,  a s c ru t in y  is b ro u g h t  fo rw a rd  m ere ly  t T b e a t  th e

° P17°9i C h V l r Pe,,Se-; 1 t l , i n k t ' le re  h a v e  « « h  cases th is  Sesston!
1791. M ig h t  n o t  som e im p ro v e m e n t  of th e  p rev ious  sy s tem  o f  reg is t ra t io n  

l im it  cons iderab ly  th e  necess i ty  fo r  s c ru t in iz in g  vo tes  bv th e  House o f  Com 
n io n s ,  a s  e n t i r e l y  s u p e r f l u o u s  ? Y e s ,  I  t h i n k  s o ;  t h e  r e g i M r v  o ,  4 t  to  be' 
h n a  ; a n d  a s  to  p a y m e n t  o f  r a t e s ,  I c o n s i d e r  t h e  m a k i n g  t h e  p a y m e n t  e s s e n t i a l  
t o  t h e  v o t e  e x t r e m e l y  o b j e c t i o n a b l e ;  t h a t  i t  w o u l d  b e  m u c h  b e t t e r  t o  t a k e  à 

h î s  p a r i s h . '  r a t l "g> l e a v i n g  p a y m e n t  a s  a  m a t t e r  b e t w e e n  t h e  v o t e r  a n d

r o n ' 92 ' ‘« a  t e m Pti‘t ion> b o th  to th e  e le c to r  an d  th e  c a n d id a te  to  h av e
reco u i  se  to t h a t  e x p e d ie n t  ?— C o n stan tly  ; I w ould  r a th e r  see  a m an  two

f  e.ntlft lcd  {? v o te ’ th a n  a ,nan  w , '°  h ad  pa id  his r a te s  fo r  one v e a r  •
vould fac i l ta te  r e g is te r ,  an d  p re v e n t  b r ib e ry .  ‘ *
1793 W o u ld  you  p e rm i t  him  to vote  i f  h e  h a d  left  th e  n lace  e n t i r r l v ? _ T  

am  n o t  q u i te  su re  th a t  a q u a r te r  p e r  cen t,  o f  the  f ran ch ise  is no t b e t te r ' l e g a l
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i z e d ,  t h o u g h  b a d ,  t h a n  t h a t  a f t e r  t h e  r e g i s t r y  i t  s h o u ld  b e  t h e  s u b j e c t  of  
e x p e n s iv e  s c r u t i n y ;  I  t h i n k ,  o n  t h e  w h o le ,  w h e n  t h e  L i s t  is m a d e  u p ,  I w o u ld  
l e t  e v e r y  o n e  on i t  v o te ,  w h a te v e r  m i g h t  h a v e  s u b s e q u e n t l y  d isq u a l i f ied .  I t  is 
th e  l e s s e r  evil o f  t h e  tw o .

1794. Y o u  w o u ld  g e t  r id  o f  t h e  d e c la r a t i o n  m a d e ,  a s  to  t h e  p a r t i e s  r e ta in in g  
t h e  s a m e  r i g h t  o f  v o t in g ? — I  w o u ld  ; I  d o  n o t  t h i n k  i t  is a m a t t e r  o f  a n y  im ­
p o r t a n c e  h o w  w e  m a y b e  q u a l i f ied  b e t w e e n  t h e  r e g i s t e r  a n d  t h e  t im e  o f  v o t in g ,  
t h e  p e r  c e n t a g e  o f  d isq u a l i f ic a t io n  is so t r i f l ing .

1795. I s  i t  w i th in  y o u r  k n o w l e d g e ,  t h a t  t h a t  t h i r d  q u e s t io n  h a s  g iv e n  r i s e  to  
a  g r e a t  d e a l  o f  p e r j u r y ? — U n q u e s t io n a b ly .

1796. T o  a  h a b i t  o f  g iv in g  a n s w e r s  n o t  s t r i c t l y  in  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  t r u t h  ?— 
Yes ; a n d  t h a t  p e r s o n s  h a v e  b e e n  u n ju s t ly  p r e v e n t e d  e x e r c i s i n g  t h e i r  f r a n c h i s e .

1797 . T h e  o n ly  ev i l  t h a t  w o u ld  r e s u l t  f ro m  g e t t i n g  r id  o f  t h e  t h i r d  d e c l a r a ­
t io n  w o u ld  b e ,  t h a t  y o u  m ig h t  h a v e  a  v e r y  sm all  n u m b e r  o f  o u t - v o te r s  w h o  
h a v e  n o t  r e m a in e d  in h a b i t a n t s  a f t e r  t h e  la s t  d a y  o f  r e g i s t r a t io n  ?— Y e s  ; i f  
t h e r e  w a s  n o t  a  h a l f  p e r  c e n t ,  o f  t h e  w h o le  c o n s t i t u e n c y  d i s q u a l i f i e d ,  i t  is a  
m u c h  less  ev i l  t h a n  to  s u b j e c t  t h e  r e g i s t e r  to  a  p u r s e  s c r u t i n y  o f  t h e  H o u s e  o f  
C o m m o n s .

1798. H a s  i t  c o m e  to  y o u r  k n o w l e d g e ,  t h a t  t h e  c o r p o r a t io n  o f  L o n d o n  h a v e  
la te ly  a b a n d o n e d  t h e  b a l lo t ,  a n d  r e s o r t e d  to  o p e n  v o t i n g ? — Y e s ,  b u t  u n d e r  
c i r c u m s t a n c e s  n o t  a n a lo g o u s  t o  t h e  q u e s t io n  o f  t h e  u t i l i t y  o f  t h e  b a l lo t .

1799 . A r e  y o u  a w a r e  w h a t  t h e i r  p a r t i c u l a r  r e a s o n s  w e r e  ?— I a m  n o t  fu l ly ,  
t h o u g h  I  k n o w  g e n e ra l ly .

1800. A r e  y o u  a w a r e  i t  w a s  n o t  t h e  c o n s t i t u e n t  b o d y  o f  L o n d o n  in  w h ic h  
th is  q u e s t i o n  o f  t h e  b a l lo t  w a s  a g i t a t e d ,  b u t  t h e  C o m m o n  C o u n c i l  o f  L o n d o n ?  
— C e r t a in ly  ; I c o n s id e r  t h e  b a l lo t  a  g r e a t  v io la t io n  o f  p r i n c i p l e  t h e r e  e x e r c i s e d .

1801 . T h e  C o m m o n  C o u n c i lm e n  a r e ,  a s  i t  w e r e ,  t h e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  t h e  
c i t y  ?— Y e s ,  t h e y  a r e ;  on  t h a t  v e r y  a c c o u n t  t h e  a d v o c a t e s  o f  t h e  b a l lo t  o b j e c t  
to  p r o t e c t  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  b y  t h e  b a l lo t .  B a l lo t  b y  c o m m o n  c o u n c i l s  is  as  
u n ju s t i f ia b le  a s  t h e  v o t in g  o f  t h e  F r e n c h  D e p u t i e s  b y  b a l lo t ,  b e c a u s e  t h e  
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  a r e  r e s p o n s ib le  to  t h e  c o n s t i t u e n t s .  T h e  C o m m i t t e e  a r e  a w a r e  
t h a t  in  o n e  b o ro u g h  in  E n g l a n d ,  t h e  b a l lo t  w a s  in  a c t io n  a  c e n t u r y  a n d  a  h a l f  
ag o ,  a n d  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  so m e  r e m a r k a b l e  e v i d e n c e  u p o n  i t ;  I  a l l u d e  to  t h e  
w e s t e r n  b o ro u g h  o f  L y m i n g to n ,  a n d  i t  w a s  t h e r e  r e g a r d e d  a s  a  g r e a t  b e n e f i t  ; 
i t  is sa id  t h a t  a f t e r  t h e  b a l lo t  c e a s e d ,  t h e y  n e v e r  h a d  a n y  p e a c e  ; i t  w a s  a b o u t  
180 y e a r s  ago .

1802. A r e  y o u  a w a r e  t h a t  t h e  c o r p o r a t io n  o f  W i s b e a c h  s o m e  y e a r s  a g o  to o k  
m e a n s  fo r  o b t a in in g  a  m o d e  o f  s e c r e t  v o t in g  ?— Y e s ,  a n d  in  o t h e r  c o r p o r a t i o n s  ;
I  t h i n k  a t  P o r t s m o u t h  t h e r e  is  a  p a r t i a l  e x e r c i s e  o f  t h e  ba llo t .

1803. Y o u  w e r e  e x a m in e d  s o m e  t im e  a g o  a s  to  t h e  f a c t  o f  p e r s o n s  c o n c e a l in g  
th e i r  v o te s  u n d e r  a  s y s t e m  o f  b a l lo t ,  a r e  y o u  a w a r e  t h a t  a t  p r e s e n t  a n y  p o r t i o n  
o f  t h e  v o te r s  in  t o w n s  o r  c o u n t i e s  a c tu a l ly  c o n c e a l  u p  to  a  v e r y  l a t e  p e r io d  o f  
t h e  e le c t io n  w h a t  t h e i r  i n t e n t io n s  a r e  ?— A v e r y  g r e a t  n u m b e r  ; I  h a v e  k n o w n  tw o  
c a n d i d a t e s  in  a  t o w n  a t  a  loss  to  c a lc u l a t e  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  po ll  f r o m  t h e  n u m b e r  
o f  p e r s o n s  w h o  r e f u s e d  to  p l e d g e ;  i t  is  a  l a r g e  p e r  c e n t a g e ,  a n d  I  s h o u ld  say  
it w a s  a  c lass  o f  e l e c to r s  u p o n  w h o m ,  in  c o n s e q u e n c e ,  a  g r e a t  d e a l  o f  m a l ­
p r a c t i c e  w a s  b r o u g h t  to  b e a r ,  b e c a u s e  i t  is t h e  u n iv e r s a l  p r a c t i c e  o f  e x p e r i e n c e d  
ag e n ts ,  a f t e r  g o in g  th r o u g h  t h e  c a n v a s s ,  to  m a k e  o u t  a  l is t  o f  w h a t  a r e  c a l le d  
the “  d o u b t f u l s , ”  a n d  e v e r y  e x p e r i e n c e d  a g e n t  e x e r t s  lu s  u t m o s t  to  c o n v e r t  
th em , o r  p r e v e n t  t h e i r  v o t in g ;  a n d  t h e  g e n e r a l  p r a c t i c e  is  to  d i v i d e  t h e  d o u b t -  
luls in to  l is ts ,  a n d  to  b r in g  to  b e a r  u p o n  th e m  e v e r y  p o s s ib le  in f lu e n c e  w h ic h  
th e y  c a n  e m p lo y — m e n ,  w o m e n ,  a n d  c h i l d r e n — to  t u r n  t h e m ,  a n d  in  m a n y  
tow n  c o n te s t s  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  c la ss  t u r n  t h e  e le c t io n .

1804. I n  s p i t e  o f  all th o s e  m e a n s ,  is  i t  w i th in  y o u r  k n o w l e d g e  t h a t  th o s e  p e r ­
sons s u c c e e d  in  k e e p in g  t h e i r  in t e n t io n s  p r o f o u n d ly  s e c r e t  u n t i l  t h e y  a r e  d i s ­
closed by  t h e  d a y  o f  e le c t io n  ?— I  k n o w  m a n y  t h a t  d o ,  a n d  w h o  u l t im a te ly  v o te  
d i r e c t ly  c o n t r a r y  to  t h e  c a lc u la t io n  o f  t h e  a g e n ts .

1805. D o  yo u  t h in k  t h a t  i f  t h e y  w e re  e n a b le d  to  v o te  b y  b a l lo t  t h e y  w o u ld  
still k e e p  th e i r  s e c r e t ? — I t h in k  a l l  t h a t  c la s s  w o u ld  k e e p  t h e i r  s e c r e t .

p



1806. I t  has  b ee n  s ta te d  as an  o b jec t io n  to  th e  ba l lo t  th a t  the  vo ters  o n eh t  to 
b e  re sponsib le  to  n o n -v o te rs ,  and  th a t s e c r e s y  w ould  des troy  th e ir  responsibility  ? 
— I  c a n n o t  re co g n ise  any  re sponsib i l i ty  to  n on-e lec to rs  ; I th in k  th e  class o f  
po litic ians  w h o  c o n te n d  fo r  su ch  re sponsib i l i ty  o u g h t  to  ad v o c a te  th e  en f ra n ­
c h is e m e n t  o f  th e  n o n -e lec to ra l  b ody  ; i t  c a n n o t  b e  said t h a t  i f  a m an  is no t fit 
to  v o te  h im se lf ,  h e  o u g h t  to  h a v e  an  in fluence w ith  th e  qualified.

1825. A r e  you a w a r e ,  t h a t  in U p p e r  C a n a d a  a  re so lu tion  has b een  passed 
fo r  s e c r e t  v o t in g  ?— Y e s ,  a n d  I  am  q u i te  su re  t h a t  th e  ques tion  o f  the  ballo t is 
co n s id e red  in th is  c o u n t ry  in a  v e ry  d i f fe ren t  l ig h t  from  w h a t  it  was form erly . 
T il l  la te ly  w e  co u ld  n o t  d iscuss  i t  in th e  p re s e n c e  o f  those  opposed  to  i t ,  w ithou t  
a g r e a t  d ea l  o f  w a rm  co n tro v e rsy .  1 am  q u i te  c e r ta in ,  a f te r  th e  n e x t  regis­
t r a t io n ,  a n d  th e  im p e n d in g  c lu b  sy s tem  o f  this co u n try  now  going on, all 
p a r t ie s  w ill c ry  o u t  fo r  ballo t,  o r  t h e re  will be  a  v e ry  cu r ious  s ta te  o f  th ings in 
th e  c o u n t ry ,  (pp .  104— 108.)

1 4 6

R E M E D I A L  M E A S U R E S

GENERALLY.

T h e  re m a in d e r  o f  M. de Tocqueville’s ev idence is in pp. 230— 241. F o r  other 

suggestions on rem edia l  m easures , see answ ers to the questions n u m b ered :— 

9266, 7, 9276— 9283, 9289, 9292. (pp. 521, 4.)

8509— 8523, 8525— 8561. (pp. 482— 7.)

9053, 4, 9056— 9 0 6 2 ,9 0 6 7 — 9072, 9075— 9080, 9110— 9118. (pp. 511, 
13, 15.)

538— 550, 591— 614, 705— 724. (pp. 33, 34, 38, 43 , 44.)

3745— 3802, 3805— 3828. (pp . 211— 219.)

1663, 4, 1686— 1718, 1828, 1846— 1858. (pp. 95-6-9 , 104— 8, 110.)

I f  t h e  p u b l i c  m i n d  i s  n o t  a r o u s e d ,  b y  t h e  E v i d e n c e  o f  w h i c h  a  
f a i t h f u l  a b s t r a c t  i s  g i v e n  i n  t h e  p r e c e d i n g  p a g e s ,  t o  a  s e n s e  o f  t h e  
d a n g e r  i n  w h i c h  t h e  C o m m o n w e a l t h  i s  p l a c e d  b y  t h e  c o r r u p t i o n  a n d  
c o e r c i o n  o f  t h e  E l e c t o r s  a n d  e l e c t o r a l  f r a u d s  p r a c t i s e d  i n  e v e r y  p a r t  
o f  t h e  k i n g d o m ,  w e  m u s t  l o o k  f o r  a  r e g u l a r  a n d  r a p i d  g r o w t h  o f  t h e  
e v i l ,  t e r m i n a t i n g  i n  t h e  e n t i r e  s u b v e r s i o n  o f  o u r  l i b e r t i e s  a t  n o  
d i s t a n t  p e r i o d .  T h e  n e w  C o n s t i t u e n c y  w i l l  s e l l  t h e  R e f o r m e d  
P a r l i a m e n t  t o  a  n e w  s e t  o f  B o r o u g h m o n g e r s  ( a s  g r e e d y  a s  th o s e  
w h o  w e r e  r o o t e d  o u t  b y  t h e  R e f o r m  A c t ) ,  w h o  w i l l  s p e e d i l y  f in d  
t h e  m e a n s  o f  d o i n g  a w a y  w i t h  t h a t  d e g r e e  o f  p o p u l a r  c o n t r o l  w h ic h  
i s  s t i l l  p r e s e r v e d  a t  E l e c t i o n s  ; a n d  t h e  A r i s t o c r a c y ,  t i t l e d  a n d  
m o n i e d ,  w i l l  a g a i n  b e c o m e  t h e  L o r d s  p a r a m o u n t  c o n t r o l l i n g  t h e  
C r o w n  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  p e o p l e ,  b y  c o m m a n d i n g  a  g r e a t  a n d  s e t t l e d

m a j o r i t y  i n  t h e  P a r l i a m e n t .
B u t  i f  t h e  p e o p l e  w h o  a r e  a b l e  t o  r e a d  a n d  r e f l e c t  w i l l  t a k e  t h e  

t r o u b l e  t o  i n f o n n  t h e m s e l v e s  o f  t h e  e x t e n t  o f  t h e  d a n g e r ,  i t  w i l l  b e  
a v e r t e d .  F o r  o u r  f e l l o w - c o u n t r y m e n  a r e  p r o m p t  a n d  s t e a d y  m  
r e m o v i n g  m i s c h i e f  w h e n  t h e y  c l e a r l y  d i s c e r n  i t  ; a n d  t h e  o d I v  c a u s e
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for anxiety is lest their eyes should not be opened to the existence 
and extent of the approaching evil, and to its dreadful consequences 
if allowed to attain maturity.

We are on the eve of a general Election the most important in 
the History of this Country, and in which the virtue and moral 
principles of the Electors will be more severely tried than they have 
ever before been, especially by the desperate efforts of that party who 
feel that their only remaining chance of getting into power again 
depends on the degree in which they can corrupt and intimidate the 
Voters. Let those Candidates then who are opposed to such prac­
tices— let all those men, whether Candidates or Electors or Non- 
Electors, who feel strongly how much of the welfare of the common­
wealth depends on the result of this Election— study, themselves, and 
impress on the minds of others, the statements here published. Let 
those statements be the text from which they may daily exhort the 
bribers as well as the bribed, the rich and the poor, landlords and 
tenants ; from which they may denounce the former as the most 
superlatively guilty if they persevere in such practices, and warn the 
latter that if they suffer themselves to be bought on this occasion, 
they will be sold by the same party—before any new occasion can 
arise,— sold into irredeemable slavery.

Scotland, as we have before stated, has been comparatively free 
from the disgrace of the open bribery and coercion practised 
at the English Elections since the passing of the Reform 
Act. But there is reason to fear much from fraudulent votes and 
secret influences in that Country. In Ireland, the domineering 
faction continue their unfeeling warfare against the people with an 
open and reckless spirit of oppression that has scarcely been surpassed 
in the History of persecution. If the readers of these pages wish to 
have further Evidence on this subject, let them read the statement, 
noticed in p. 129, of the 46 Persecutions of certain Tory Landlords, in 
u the County ofCarloic, referred to in a petition of N. A. Ar iGORS, Esq., 
“ M.P., presented 15th February, 183G.” They will read the 
most heart-rending details, vouched for by affidavits of known w it­
nesses, which have never been impeached ; showing how, where, 
when, and by whom, nearly 2000 individuals were driven from the 
ands which they and their ancestors had occupied for ages and paid 
Ji general high rents for, the expulsions being proved to have 
originated (in nine cases out of ten) in party and political feelings ;—  
they were almost wholly Catholics who had been guilty of voting 
fir what they honestly regarded the cause of their Country and 
tleir Religion. There is a small two-penny Pamphlet also well 
w>rth perusal at the present crisis, entitled a Letter to the coerced 
“ Electors of Great B ritain  ” B. F. K n o w l e s .  Published by 
R d g w a y  & S on s.



 ̂ I n  the in troduction , the re ference  to S ir  R o b e r t  P e e l ’s “  A ddress  to the 
E lec to rs  of T am w orth” in  1834, is to  the  sen tence as to the  necessity  th a t  
the opinions o f  the  G o v e rn m en t  o f  th is  coun try  be in un ison  with those of 
“  the  const i tuen t  body of the  u n i ted  k in g d o m .’'  T h is  body, prove i t  sound 
or prove i t  co rrup t ,  the  reg is tra t io n  fixes. I t s  voice is, a M ajority  o f  the 
Reformed House oj Commons, t h a t  voice aga ins t  which n o t  T ory ism  itself en te r ­
tains the “  vain no tion” of ever  gov ern in g  th e  coun try  again. See Speech at 
M erchant Tailors’ H all, 1835.

S i r  R o b e r t  P e e l ’s  A d d r e s s ,  p. 1.

T h e  B r i s t o l  C h a r i t i e s ,  p .  73.

T h e  following facts re la tive  to the  B ris to l  C h ar i t ies  have  tran sp ired  since 
M r.  \  isger gave his evidence, an d  a re  such  as com pletely  e luc ida te  the  
transac t ions  in  question  :—

J lie rec ip ien ts  of M rs .  Pe loqu in’s G ifts of £ .6  each for the  years  1833 1834
an d  1835 were, M en  152.

O f  whom  did  n o t  v o t e ........................................... 24
V oted  for one W h ig  a n d  one T o ry  . . . .  5

„  for two W h i g s ...........................................  3
„  for two T o rie s  ........................................... 120

152

T h e  rec ip ien ts  of M rs .  P e lo q u in ’s Gifts of £ .1  10s. each to F re e m e n ’s W ives
for the  year  1835 were 45.

W hose h usbands  d id  n o t  v o t e ...............................  5
V oted  for one W h ig  an d  one T o ry  . * 1 5

„  for tw o W h i g s ...........................................  3
„  for two T o r i e s ................................................. .........

45

R ecip ien ts  o f  A ld erm an  W h itso n ’s G ift  o f  £ . l , - a  gift  n o t  necessarily  bestowed
on F re e m e n — for th e  y ea r  1835.

V oted  for one W h i g .................................................  2
„  for two W h i g s ...........................................  2
„  for two T o r i e s ..............................  * 32

35

L O N D O N  :
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