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Affairs of TRELAND.

By H ER E never was a Kingdom fo
v extenfive and populous, of fuch

738 early Eminence in Learning and

WA Commerce, fo little known in
Hi{’cory_,"or" fo little enquired after as Zreland.
We were a confiderable People in the Times
of ‘Taeitus, who attended his Father-in-law
A 2 Fulius

B
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Fulius Agricola .i.n1 his expedition }o 18:*1’1‘&)?’
who ewzpréﬂy fays, * ¢ Ireland had ‘better
¢ Commerce and was more cwﬂnzgd than
“ Britarn.” From thence to Henry the Second
we count all to be fabulous, and knew little
more of ourfelves; than that Saint  Patrick
converted us to Chriftianity ; and the Accounts
of Henry's uniting! Ireldnd to- his Britifh Do-
minions, and the Settlement he made, feems,
if we confult only " Keating and 6éur ‘own
Hiftorians, to be the Work of a few Adven-
turers. It looks in them like a Rebearfal
Revolution, and the Throne of Ireland as
eafily afcended by that Prince, asthat of the
Brentford Kings was by the Gentleman Upber.
But furely many fecret Wheels muft have
been at work, and latent Caufes to effect it,
and reduce fo many petty Princes to the
fole Government of one. Kingdoms are not
fo eafily transferred as fpeculative Politicians
imagine, and the little Kingdom of Corfica

- has

# Vide Cambden’s Britannia.
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tory, to the Curiofity, and fingular Indufry
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[51
has given all the Potentates of Europe, a
Bone too hard to be picked.

I imagine it may be agreeable to. the Cu-
rious in Antiquity, as well as ferviceable to
the prefent Generation, to have a clear In-
fight of the particular Tranfactions of that
Petiod of Time, confifting only of. twenty
Years, before the Union of * freland with
England was attempted, when the Chiefs of
Treland united themfelves under Bruam, and
reftored Tranquillity to thewr Country.

Tue Chiefs of Ireland were more than
shree hundred ; but thofe of 'moft Authority
were the Chiefs of Munfler, Opbaly and Con-
naught 5 of Ulfler and Mearh *.

W are indebted for this Period of Hif-

of

% Meatl feems to have been an inconfiderable Chief, s
Authms can’t agree about his Name. Cambden calls him
Rrke 3 Keatings Malfoblin 5 and Milson differs from both.
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of Doltor Godfrey, who picked out of the
Ruins of Bermingham Tower, ' an Irzﬂ: Ma-
nufcript written by Dermic Macfbaglin, a Re-
lation ‘(as e’ fays himfelf) and Follower, to
the Royal Family of Opbaly ; and he feems to
deferve the more Credit, as he was nearly
Cotemporary with the Falts he relates, and
does not fpare his Friends when their Con-
du© was blameable. .

ANNO T MxxxxxIl, ( for then the Hif
tory begins, ) Magnus King of Norway was
in Pofleflion of Ireland and the Britifh Ifles.
He was a gracious Prince, and better be-
loved by his new Subjetts, than any Pre-
deceflor of their Native Line, for his Bra-
very and Love of Juftice. - He fought their
Battles abroad, and vittory ftill followed his
Perfon. He quelled their inteftine Confpira-
cies, -and guarded their Rights and Proper-
ties. He was the only Prince in the Me-

mory

+ There isa fmall Anachronifim here of eighteen Years ;
but that is a trifle among Iri/b Hiltorians, Qur Author,
however, 1s more exa® than Keating. [
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mory of Time, who obferved a Stipulation
always made, and:. before “always broken
through, (viz.) not td bé directed by his Na-
tal Subjeits, in the Government of thofe who:
had put themfelves under him. He had the:
Love of his Brizifp Subjeés, but the Ado-
ration of his Jrifh, who had profpered more
under his equal Goverineut in w few Years,
than in any Century before,

Towanrps the twentieth Year of his Reign-
fome of the Nortvegians, 'who thad fettled in
{reland, and got ‘great Pofleflions, feemed to
be out of Humour with their own Profperi-
ty, or at leaft upon the Ruins of Jreland, in-
tended to build up for themfelves a mighty
Fortune, and great Power in their Mother

Country. To this Ambition they would fa-
crifice the Interefts of Norway in Ireland,

as well as imure his Affairs at Home. The
/¥ aterford Chiefs, (for they could hardly be
called Princes) were the firft that laid the
Plan, and hy fundry Arts drew in others to
allift ‘them, and under fundry Pretences con-

Sy cealed

E
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cealed  their main Defign. Brian of Munfier
was firlt ‘to- be ‘reinoved from the Power
with which Norway had entrufted him,; ere
they could expe@ their Enterprize to prof-
per.  He had rgiven: fuch Proofs -of *his In-
tegrity i the Coutfg of his Adminiftration,
and equal Regard to his; Mafter’s general In<
tereft, as well as that of his Subjets, that
he was faid to bethe. firft. who  had unrred
Patriotifm "and  Loyalty together ; and they
well knew would be the jlaft-to comply Wwith
Schemes that -fhouild leffen thé Affections of
his Mafter’s Subjeéts; or any Way diminfh
his - Powér in Jreland. To have him removed
then," was the firft “Effort to.be made, and
they had often timés made it'but dn 'vainy
and found by Experience there was no Way
to compafs ‘it, but by the Help of the Hiee-
Roy fent over every third Year-from Norway.
That too they had often’ tried” in vain 3 for
Brien had made the Government of every
Viee-Roy eafy 5 and 25 the Demands 'of Nor-’
way were always reafonable, fecured him a-

ny Tribute he wanted for fupporting his

Govern-
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Governmient, and of himfelf defeated any-

‘Party would oppofe it, without calling in the

Vice-Roy to his aid, or rendering him obnox-
ious to any of his Mafter’s Subjects.

In the Year above mentioned it unfortu-
nately happened for the Intereits both of fre-
land and Norway, that the Vice-Roy was pre-
vailed on to join in the Defign of removing
Brian, and affift with all his Power the Chiefs
of Waterford. The Vice-Roy was efteemed a
Man of Probity and Honour, but Good-natured
to a Fault, and too indulgent to his Favou-

rites.

* Galefius, a Foreigner, fuppofed to be an /za-
lian, was a little before fecularifed, and by the
' B Vice-Roy

* Our Author here has fallen into two Miftakes. Ga-
J/ms is not faid to. be an Iltalian by any Author of cre-
dit, but it was the Fafhion then to give Men Italian
Names, as the Germans now give Latin Names to the
Englifp. - In the Eleor of Brandenburgh’s Letter to the
Duke of Marlborough, the Earl of Stairs is ftiled Comes

de gradibus. Again, there was no need of Secularizing
the
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Vice-Roy advanced to the See of St Patrick.
He had nothing about him of the Church-
man but his Drefs, and a large Share of
their temporal Ambition. Brian’s Power was
a Goad in his Side, and his Reputation a

Thorn in his Eye: He made a League with
the Zice-Roy’s Son, who was a haughty and
a headlong Youth, .to.make him jealous
of his Councellors, and delegate, in a man-
ner, his whole Power to themfelves,” which
they ufed as Men always do, who ftart in-
to ftation, and become giddy with their For-
tune. ‘They put themfelves at the Head of
the Confederacy againft Brian, and by la;‘ge
Promifes and f{mall Benefits, got over fome
of his Troops to join them; among whom
were reckoned his Nephew, one of the pet-
ty Chiefs of Leix, and others. whom he had
raifed from nothing, by covering , their little-
nefs, and fuffering them to grow under the

Shadoﬁ'

the Prelate in queftion, as he had never been among the

Regu‘lars i his Life. In Cambden there is another Gale
Jius jut 100 Years afier,
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Shadow of his Wing ; from a Perfiwafion they
would anfwer his Expetations, be loyal to
their King, and faithful to their Country.
However their new Mafters were but little
ftrengthened by the Defertion, which only
ferved to fwell their Vanity and betray their
Weaknefs ; and judging their Forces to be
ftronger than they were, they * challenged By7an
to a pitched Battle (called the Battle of Clon-

tarf ) where they fuffered a total.Defeat on
the fifth and fixth of Mareky 1052.

The Iflue of this Battle gave a Check to
the Ambition of the ZZuserford Chiefs, and

- difmayed their Auxiliaries, They loft all Heart

for the prefent, and their Troops could not
be brought up to face the Enemy again,

or even to wear a good Countenance : They

. retired into Quarters with their fhattered Re-

Bg mains,

* It was the Cuftom of the Times to appoint the Place
and Time of fighting ; and we find the Chief of Munfler
challenging Roderick of Commaught to meet him on a cer-
- tain Day, which Roderick defired he would put off for 2
- Month, till he had called his Forces together, and had

&

his Son Chriftened. See Keating, Aun, 1018,




[ 12 ]

mains, and the Zice-Roy and his.Son return-
ed home, difgufted with the Defeat they had
fuftained, and intent on a Reinforcement for
another Campaign. Their Rétreat was fhab-
by, and had been quite ridiculous, if Brian
had not covered it thro’ Excefs of Genero-
fity, and protected them from the Banter of
the + Commons, as they departed.

When they got home the young Man be-
ftirred himfelf notably, in decrying the Con-
du¢t of Brian, and extolling the Power of
Galefinus. He fentone Courier on the back of
another to freland, to notify his Succefs in get-
ting larger Powers from Norway againft next
Year ; and Galefius fent as many to him, to
magnify the Alliances he was daily making
among the Irg_'/Zv CHiefs, and the mighty Re-

cruits

+ I remember but one other Inftance of an ‘Army in
this ridiculous Situation ; When the young Chevalier came
to Derby, his Army was Mobbed, or, as our Author phrafes
it, Bantered by the Commons.

- Malfochlin was not prefent at the Battle, as Keating fup-
pofes ; but at the fecond, fought two Years after near
Dublin. See Cambrenfis.
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eruits he was railing, what * Honours were
paid to him and his Friends all over Zreland,
and how ftrangely they were beloved by the
People ( who}, by the way, were laughing at
them, and the mountebank Arts they had re-
courfe to) how Brian was fallen in the Ef~
teem of all Men fince they perceived nei-
ther he or his Friends were to expect any
Favours from Norway. But the Event will
{hew how Brian ftood in their Efteem, and
difclofe a Scene, where the Altors in it ad-
hered to him and the Interefts of their King,
and could not be brought over by the hopes
of getting or the fears of lofing, to join thofe
who were [etting up an Intereft diftinét from
bis, and lavithing his Tribute to make Friends
for themfelves, and pave the way to an ex-
orbitant Power. And the Succefs they boaft-
ed, in recruiting, was difproved by them-
felves in the advanced Price of lifting Money
they offered for Volunteers, and the arbitrary

- Prefs

* They were moftly fham Honours, and always bought,
according to Giraldus and the Polychronicon.

2
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Prefs they fent out to all Parts of Zreland
where their Influence reached, or their Me-
naces were feared §,

-

GALESIUS gave out that the Vice-Roy was

e e T T Ly
’ Sl v L !

‘returning with full Powers from Magnus to

cafhier all Officers, whether Trip or Norwe-
gian, who fhould difpute the Orders of his
Son, or helitate on the Meafures he propofed.
‘This was doubted, but whether true or falfe,
the Declaration laid open the Schemes of the
Party, and their Defigns were now obvious to
all Men. Their haughty Carriage and pre-
cipitate Proceedings, their Strains of Power
and Strides, to Authority, carried abflute
Conviction of the Plan they were forming to
get all Power in their Hands, and exclude all

but

3 Teis faid in the Polychronicon that the Waterford Chiefs
-got cafhiered all fmall Officers employed in colleting the
Tribute’ who would not arm on“their Side. And Gi.
#aldus fays, that Galefius excommunicated Brign and all his
Adherents, and granted Indulgences for all Sins but For-
mication, to all who oppofed him, for the Space of fif-

ty Years. Be this laft as it will, the Pelychronicon may
be depended on,

vy
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but their own Junto from any Share in Go-
vernment, or any Power and Intereft in their
refpective Countries.

To effe and fecure their Deflign, they
had been hatching a Scheme as nonfenfical
as wn:kcd; which, if pra@icable, muft in the
End prove as ruinous to Norway.and his
Interefts, both at Home and in Ireland, as for
_the prefent it might be profitable to the Un-
dertakers: It confifted in this, to get fre-
land made a Province of Norway by Way
of Union and governed by Laws made there.
~* That is, in plain Terms, to make Zreland
‘the Property of a few Men, who were to
live 1n Norway in Pomp and Power, and
‘become great, by bringing to nothing every
Intereft and Property they left behind them.

THEY

* Our Author in this Place feems to reafon well; for

- tho’ we have'a recent Inftance of an Union produuno-

- good Effe@s, 1 mean, uniting the Kingdom of Kerry laft

~ Year with that of Cork, by a long Caufeway, yet in

- genmeral they don’t anfwer; and ever fince Noravay be-

€ame unmited with Demmark they have both been on the
“Decline,

-
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Tury were joined by feveral in Ireland on
fundry Motives; and it muft be owned the
Norwegians came lateft into the Scheme, as
it was not their own Invention ; it was a-
arecable to all who neither had, or were like
to have any Pofleflions there. The Brebons
and Zunifis, who difpenfed the Laws of Zre-
land, were rejoiced on the Profpet of being
fet free from all Infpetion or, Authority of
the 7rifp Chiefs, which only reftrained them
from doing what they lifted ; the Military,
the Secular Priefts, and all Orders of holy
Church were fuppofed to be ready to em-
brace it; but particularly the Prelases, * by the
Influence of Galefius,- and a falfe Profpet of
temporal Power, were brought into it.

Bur before this Union could be brought
about, it was neceflary firft, to lay a perpe-
tual Cefs on all the Cantreds of Zreland by

| - the

* The Prelates had only one Doubt, ( viz.) whether
“they fhould be called my Lord if the Scheme took. This
was Problematick.
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- the Confent and Concurrence of all the /.
;':]b Chiefs. This was a Thing very difficult
to be compafled.” It was hard to perfuade
Men to give themfelves away when there
was no Occafion; * and to buy them out and
- out, would take a mighty Purchafe, and per-
~ haps afterwards not ftarid to the Bargain. The
fmall Pittances Galefius procured for the Sons
and Coulins of the 7rifh Chiefs in: order to
bring them to his Side, were too fcanty to
have any great Effe&, and difobliged his own
Party more than they gained the other. There
was but one Way, and nothing lefs would do,
( viz. ) getfing the Difpofal  of the Tribute
had been laid up for the Support of Mag-
nus's Government, and to difcharge the Debts
 the Chiefs had engaged to make good. When
“they had this in their Power, they hoped ei-
ther to bring over the prefent Chiefs, or if

they proved obitinate, to raife up a new Set
C of

* This puts one in mind of the Story of Fack, who
- was perfuaded to hang himfelf, by huge Promifes of be-
ing bettered by the Experiment.

&

| .
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of Chiefs who fhould be obedient to 'theit
Will. - )

Whuire Brian was in Power, the firft At-
tempt they knew would prove abortive, and
to break his Power by the fecond Attempt
would be dangerous, and they had Reafon to
fear, would give it greater Strength, and make
them odious to all the Body of the People,
both in Zreland and Norway. So to bring
over the prefent Chiefs * was their avowed
Undertaking ; “ and 'at " laft they refolved to
tamper with the {mall Ones, Galefius having
found, on founding the Chiefs of Ophaly and
Connaught, that Nothing was to be expected
from the Principals. But their Hafte proved
their undoing, and their Offers and barefaced
Projets, alienated, inftead of reconciling, even
thofe who were already in their Power. They
all faw now, it was no Time to trifle. Thofe

among

* Among the petty Chiefs were Eleven, entirely at the

Mercy of the Norwwegians, who nevertheleli begged to be
excufed. ’
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among the Chiefs who had joined with them
on perfonal Piques againft Brian, faw it was
high Time to forget their Refentments. Thofe
who had concurred with them in leffer Points
for private intereft, and from a Perfuafion
that their Intentions were not o bad as was
fuggefted, faw their miftake, and the fatal
- Meafures wf;re on  Foot. Thofe who had
joined ‘- them to get fome increafe of Power,
and top  their next Neighbours, faw they
were giving ﬁp irrecoverably, all Power, and the
Influence that naturally -belonged to them in
their refpetive Diftricts. - In @ Word, all the
Chiefs in every Diftri¢t, of Ireland, who had
' Senfe to fee, or a Defire to avert the Dan-
- gers 'hanging over them, united as jone Man
under the Conduct of Brian. '

It was vain to '_intimi&ate them with Sug-. -
geftions or Threatnings, of bringing on them-

. felves the Dilplealure of Magnus; they knew
well, ‘it .was. none of his doing, but, on the

| contraryy that he was difpleafed with the

2 Meafures

oy
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Meafures that were taken, and thé: 'A'rts had
been ufed to mifreprefent his People, “‘whofe
Lives * and Fortunes he knew were at his
Difpofal. f

Tue Crifis was now at Hand, and the
Fate of Zreland to be determined. Al was |
to be ftaked on the ‘Event of a fecond Bat-
tle, if Galefins and ‘'his Friends were hardy
enough to attempt it: And attempt they did,
though much wondered at; if their Promifes
proved true of 'getting Ajd from ' Norway,
the Event will foon thew. If the frifb Chicfs
were not alteady certain of Succefs, they
had ‘fuch ‘Omens ‘on “their Side as ‘promifed
fair to enfure it. - ‘All People in Zreland who
had Pofleflions, were  moftly on their Side;
and all People in Nyrway who had Poffeflions
there, wotild hardly be mad enough to' be a-
gainft them.

AMoNg

* They had frequently offered him their Lives and For-
tunes, but I don’t find he ever took either. But one of
his  Predeceflors took away both.
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Amoxc the petty Chiefs on the other Side,
were many not fatisfied with their Leaders.
Galefius was unexperienced and toa much of
the Undertaker, and his Friends obferved he
had  been g‘enerally miftaken in what he pre-
dicted, to fay nothing of what he aflerted.

- The Waterfon;i Chiefs were unbeloved by the
People ‘Abroad, . if not .at Home, “and , the
petty Chiefs of Leix were not beloved either
at Home or Abroad. The Zice-Roy’s Son was
too f{pirited and fanguine, and too fond § of
Action, though he had always been defeated,
which leflened him in the Confidence of his
own Party, and made him fomewhat ridicu- |

- lous to the other, .. |

He brought over with him from Norway
for their fecond Engagement, a young Com-
mander of great Note and Ability, who had

cvery

§ It appears in the Clroricon, that he once attacked a

~ formed Army with Six Men, like Mentzel in the laft War;

who went up to the Fremch Camp only with a few /fuf-

Jars, and turning his Pofteriors bid them kifs his A——-¢,
. 4

&
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every Quality to render him popular in the
Army, and by no Means inconfiderable in
Councils of War. His Fame (though needlefly)y
was previoufly trumpeted, ‘and he was ridi-
culoufly to be oppofed to an /rjfb Chief, who
had ten Times his Experience, and had never |
been ‘defeated. But the Norwegian ¥ (if he
was one) was too wile to ftake his Reputa-'
tion on a forced Expeditiony or hazard, ona'l
chimerical Project, the Fortunes of his Fami- |
ly, who had fairer Pofleflions in.Zrelasid than*
in Norway, and’ which had often fetved to
retrieve: thém,  when their Affairs were def~
perate at Home: 88 <
| ]

But on the, Side of Brian'all were unaiiic
mous; they had no Diftruft of one another
or any Apprehenfion of being defeated, as for
twenty Years he had always led them to a
fure, if not an eafy, Victory. ‘He had 'never-

undertaken

i This Commander, whoever he was, had the Place of
his Birth difputed, but one Thing appears from cotem

porary Writers, that it was an Horour to 411y Country
to have given him Birth,
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- undertaken any Thing defperate, and con-
quered by Acting on the defenfive. In a
- Word, they relied o unrefervedly on his Pru-
dence, and had fo entire a Confidence in his
Integrity, that he was above the Neceflity of
declaring his Defigns, or teftifying his Mea-
{ures.

In thefe Difpofitions both Sides rendez«
vouzed, and agreed to meet. the gth of
Octobér 1053, on a Green near the Sub-
urbs of Dublin. They took Care on both
Sides to have their Complements full, only
fome of Brian’s Troops were intercepted by
an Ambufh, and others detained, who
!_,had relied too much-on the Faith of Trea-

ties.

. Waen they had taken their Ground, and

reconoitred each other 1 * * # * * # &

1 Here the'Parchment is rufted by the old Wall where
it lay ; butas Doétor Gedfrey has undertaken to boil it, af-
“ter a few-Months expofing to the open Air, the Charac-
“ters will b@legible again.
W .

by

| .
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