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Hibernia Pacata :
O R , A

N A R R A T I V E
O  F  T  H  E

Affairs of I r e l a n d .

yÿ H E R E  never was a Kingdom  fo 

extenfive and populous, o f filch 

early Eminence in Learning and 

Commerce, fo little known in 

Hiftory, or fo little enquired after as Ireland. 

W e  were a confiderable People in the Tim es 

o f Tacitus, who attended his Father-in-law
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Julius Agricola in his expedition to Britain, 

who exprefly fays, * “  Ireland had better

• Commerce and was more civilized than 

4' B r i t a i n From thence to Henry the Second 

we count all to be fabulous, and know little 

more of ourfelves, than that Saint Patrick 

converted us to Chriilianity -, and the Accounts 

o f  Henry's uniting Ireland to his Britijh Do

minions, and the Settlement he made, feems, 

i f  we coniiilt only Keating and bur own 

Hiftorians, to be the W ork o f a few Adven

turers. It looks in them like a Rehearfal 

Revolution, and the Throne o f Ireland as 

eafily afcended by that Prince, as that o f the 

Brentford Kings was by the Gentleman Ujher. 

But furely many fecret Wheels muft have 

been at work, and latent Caufes to effeâ; it, 

and reduce fo many petty Princes to the 

foie Government o f one. Kingdoms are not 

fo eafily transferred as ipeculative Politicians 

imagine, and the little Kingdom o f Corfica

has

* Vide Cambden’s Britannia.



has given all the Potentates o f  Europe, a 

Eone too hard to be picked.
• •

I imagine it may be agreeable to the Cu

rious in Antiquity, as well as ferviceable to 

the prefent Generation, to have a clear In- 

fight o f  the particular Tranfadtions o f  that 

Period o f  T im e, confifting only o f twenty 

Years, before the Union o f Ireland with 

England was attempted, when the Chiefs o f  

Ireland united themfelves under Brian, and 

reftored Tranquillity to their Country.

T h e  Chiefs o f Ireland were more than 

three hundred ; but thofe o f moil Authority 

were the Chiefs o f Munjler,  Ophaly and Con

naught j o f Ulfter and Mecitb *

W e  are indebted for this Period o f Hif- 

tory, to the Curiofity, and fingular Induftry

o f

*  M eath  fecms to have been an inconfiderable Chief, as 

Authors can’ t agree about his Name. Cambden calls him 

R nke -, Ktating% MalJ'okh» , and M ilts» differs from both.
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o f Doctor Godfrey, who picked out o f the 

Ruins o f Bermingham Tow er, an Irijh Ma- 

nufcript written by Dermic Macjhaglin, a Re

lation (as he fays himfelf) and Follower, to 

the Royal Family of Qphaly ; and he feems to 

deferve the more Credit, as he was nearly 

Cotemporary with the Fafts he relates, and
I

does not fpare his Friends when their Con

duct was blameable.

A n n o  + m x x x x x i i , ( fo r  then the Hif- 

tory begins, ) Magnus King o f Norway was 

in PoiTeiTion o f Ireland and the Britijh Ifles. 

He was a gracious Prince, and better be

loved by his new Subjects, than any Pre- 

deceilor o f their Native Line, for his Bra

very and Love o f Juftice. He fought their 

Battles abroad, and vi&ory ilill followed his 

Perfon. He quelled their inteftine Confpira- 

cies, and guarded their Rights and Proper

ties. He was the only Prince in the M e

mory

f  There is a fmall Anachronifm here o f  eighteen Years ; 

hut that is a trifle among Irijh Hiftorians. O ar Author,

however, is more exact than Keating. i
\
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mory o f T im e, who obferved a Stipulation 

always made, and before always broken 

through, (viz.) not to be direded by his N a

ta l Subjefts, in the Government o f thofe who 

had put themfelves under him. He had the 

Love o f  his Britijb Subjects, but the Ado

ration o f his Irijh, who had profpered more 

under his e q u a l  Government in % fcvv Years, 

than in any Century before.

T o w a r d s  the twentieth Year o f  his Reign 

fome o f  the Norwegians, who had fettled in 

Ireland, and got great PoíTeíHons, feemed to 

be out o f Humour with their own Profperi- 

ty, or at leaft upon the Ruins o f  Ireland, in- 

tended to build up for themfelves a mighty 

Fortune, and great Power in their Mother 

Country. T o  this Ambition they would fa- 

crifice the Interefts o f Norway in Ireland, 

as well as injure his Affairs at Home. T h e 

Ï V aterford Chiefs, (for they could hardly be 

called Princes ) were the firil that laid the 

Plan, and by fundry Arts drew in others to 

ailift them, and under iundry Pretences con- 

' cealed
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cealed their main Defign. Brian of Munftcr 

was firil to be removed from the Power 

with which Norway had entrufted him, ere 

they could expeft their Enterprize to pros

per. H e had given fuch Proofs o f  his In

tegrity iii the Courfe of his Admin iilration, 

and equal Regard to his M ailer’s general In- 

tereil, as well aa that o f his Subjects, that 

he was faid to b,e the firft: who had united 

Patriotijm and Loyalty together ; and they 

well knew would be the laft to comply with 

Schemes that ihould leiTen the Affections of 

his M ailer’s Subjects, or any W ay diminish 

his Power in Ireland. T o  have him removed 

then, was the firil ' Effort to be made, and 

they had often times made it but in vain ; 

and found by Experience there was no W ay 

to compafs it, but by the Help o f the Vice- 

Roy fent over every third Year from Norway. 

T h at too they had often tried in vain ; for 

Brien, had made the Government o f every 

Viee-Roy eafy ; and as the Demands of Nor

way were always reafonable, fecured him a- 

ny Tribute he wanted for fupporting his

Govern*

v
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Government, and o f him felf defeated any 

Party would oppofe it, without calling in the 

Vice-Roy to his aid, or rendering him obnox

ious to any o f his M ailer’s Subje&s.

w t* B /

In the Year above mentioned it unfortu

nately happened for the Interelts both o f Ire

land and Norway, that the Vice-Roy was pre

vailed on to join in the Defign o f removing 

Brian, and aiTifh with all his Power the Chiefs 

o f  Waterford. T h e  Vice-Roy was efteemed a 

M an of Probity and Honour, but Good-natured 

to a Fault, and too indulgent to his Favou

rites.

* Galejius, a Foreigner, fuppofed to be an Ita

lian, was a little before fecularifed, and by the

B Vice-Roy

*  O u r A uthor here has fallen into tw o  Miftakes. G a- 

I'fius is not faid to  be an Italian by  an y A uthor o f  cre

d it ,  but it was the Faíhion then to give M en Italian  

N am es, as the Germans now  give Latin Names to the 

Englijb. In the E le& or o f  Brandenburg//s Letter to the 

D u k e o f  Marlborough, the Earl o f  Stairs is ftiled Comes 

Je gradibus. A g a in ,  there Was no need o f  Secularizing
the
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Vice-Roy advanced to the See of St. Patrick. 

H e had nothing about him o f the Church

man but his Drefs, and a large Share o f 

their temporal Ambition. Brian & Power was 

a Goad in his Side, and his Reputation a 

Thorn in his Eye : He made a League with 

the Vice-Roy's Son, who was a haughty and 

a headlong Youth, to make him jealous 

o f his Councellors, and delegate, in a man

ner, his whole Power to themfelves, which 

they ufed as Men always do, who ilart in

to ilation, and become giddy with their For

tune. T hey put themfelves at the Head o f 

the Confederacy againit Brian, and by large

I romifes and fmall Benefits, got over iome 

o f his Troops to join them ; among whom 

were reckoned his Nephew, one o f the pet

ty Chiefs o f Leix, and others whom he had 

railed from nothing, by covering their little- 

neis, and fuffering them to grow under the

Shadow

!lle e'ate ' n ^ue^'on> as he had never been among the 
Regulars m hi. Life. I „  Qambdn t h e *  is another G .lc  

Juts juft 100 Years after.
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Shadow o f his W ing ; from a Perfwafion they 

would anfwer his Expectations, be loyal to 

their K ing, and faithful to their Country. 

H owever their new M ailers were but little 

ftrengthened by the Defertion, which only 

ferved to fwell their Vanity and betray their 

W eaknefs ; and judging their Forces to be 

ftronger than they were, they * challenged Brian 

to a pitched Battle ( called the Battle o f Clon- 

ta rf )  where they fuffered a total Defeat on 

the fifth and fixth o f March, 1052.

T h e  Iifue o f  this Battle gave a Check to 

the Ambition o f  the Waterford Chiefs, and 

difmayed their Auxiliaries. T h ey  loft all Heart
♦

for the prefent, and their Troops could not 

be brought up to face the Enemy again, 

or even to wear a good Countenance : T h ey 

retired into Quarters with their Shattered Re-

B 2 mains,

*  It was the C u ilo m  o f  the T im e s  to appoint the Place 

and T im e  o f  fighting • and w e find the C h ie f  o f  Munfler 

challenging Roderick of Connaught to meet him on a cer

tain D a y , which Roderick defired he would put o f f  for a 

M o n th , till he had called his Forces together, and had 
his Son Chriilened. See Ktating, Ann. 1018.



mains, and the Vice-Roy and his Son return

ed home, difguiled with the Defeat they had 

fuftained, and intent on a Reinforcement for 

another Campaign. T heir Retreat was fhab- 

by, and had been quite ridiculous, if  Brian 

had not covered it thro’ Excefs o f Genero- 

fity, and protected them from the Banter o f  

the f  Commons, as they departed.

W hen they got home the young Man be- 

ilirred himfelf notably, in decrying the Con

duit o f Brian, and extolling the Power o f 

Galefius. He fentone Courier on the back o f  

another to Ireland, to notify his Succefs in get

ting larger Powers from Norway againil next 

Year ; and Galejius fënt as many to him, to 

magnify the Alliances he was daily making 

among the Irijh Chiefs, and the mighty Re

cruits

f  I  remember but one other Inftance o f  an -Army in 

this ridiculous Situation ; W hen the young Chevalier came 

tó Derbyy his A rm y was Mobbed, or, as our Author phrafes 
it, Bantered by the Co?nmons.

Malfochlin was not prefent at the Battle, as Keating fup- 

pofes ;  but at the fécond, fought tw o Years after near) 

Dublin. See Cambrexjts.
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eruits he was railing, what * Honours were 

paid to him and his Friends all over Ireland\ 

and how ftrangely they were beloved by the 

People ( who, by the way, were laughing at 

them , and the mountebank Arts they had re- 

courfe to ) how Brian was fallen in the E s

teem o f all M en fince they perceived nei

ther he or his Friends were to expedt any 

Favours from Norway. But the Event will 

fhevv how Brian flood in their E ileem , and 

difclofe a Scene, where the Aélors in it ad

hered to him and the Intereils o f  their K ing, 

and could not be brought over by the hopes 

o f  getting or the fears o f lofmg, to join thofe 

who were Jetting up an Interejl dijlinft from  

bis, and lavifhing his T ribu te to make Friends 

for themfelves, and pave the way to an ex

orbitant Power. And the Succefs they boail- 

ed, in recruiting, was difproved by them

felves in the advanced Price o f lifting Money 

they offered for Volunteers, and the arbitrary

Preis
%

*  T h e y  were moftly Jham Honours, and always bought^ 

according to Giraldus and the Polycbronicon.

[  1 3 - ]
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Prefs they fent out to all Parts o f  Ireland 

where their Influence reached, or their M e

naces were feared i .

*

G A L E S IU S  gave out that the Vice-Roy was 

returning with full Powers from Magnus to 

cafhier all Officers, whether Irijb or Norwe

gian, who ihould difpute the Orders of his 

Son, or heiitate on the Meafures he propofed. 

T h is  was doubted, but whether tru eorfalfc, 

the Declaration laid open the Schemes o f  the 

Party, and their Defigns were now obvious to 

all Men. T heir haughty Carriage and pre

cipitate Proceedings, their Strains o f Power 

and Strides to Authority, carried abfolute 

Conviction o f the Plan they were forming to 

get all Power in their Hands, and exclude all

b l i t

I  It is faid in the Polychrcmcon that the W aterford Chiefs 

got cafliiered all imali Officers employed in coile&ins; the 
i  ribute w ho would not arm on their Side. A nd G/- 

raldus fays, that Galefius excommunicated Brian and all his 

Adherents, and granted Indulgences for all Sins but For

nication, to all who oppofed him, for the Space o f  fif

ty  \ears. Be thu» as it will, the Pvlj/cbronicw may 
be depended on ,
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but their own Junto from any Share in Go

vernment, or any Power and Intereil in their 

refpedive Countries.

T o  effedt and fecure their Defign, they 

had been hatching a Scheme as nonfenfica! 

as wicked ; which, i f  practicable, muft in the 

End prove as ruinous to Norway and his 

Interefts, both at Home and in Ireland, as for 

the prefent it m ight be profitable to the U n

dertakers : It confifted in this, to get Ire

land made a Province o f  Norway by W a y  

o f  Union and governed by Laws made there.

* T h a t is, in plain T erm s, to make Ireland 

the Property o f  a few M en, who were to 

live in Norway in Pomp and Power, and 

become great, by bringing to nothing every 

Intereil and Property they left behind them.

T h e y

*  Our Author in this Place fcems to reafon w e l l ;  for 

th o ’ w e have a recent Inftance o f  an Union producing 
good ElTe&s, I mean, uniting the K ingdom  o f  Kerry lait 

”\ e a r  wi th that o f  Cork, by  a long Caufew ay, ye t  in 

general they don’t anfwer ; and ever fince N o w a y  be

came united w ith  Denmark they have both been on the 
Decline.



T h e y  were joined by feveral in Ireland on 

fundry Motives ; and it muit be owned the 

Norwegians came lateil into the Scheme, as 

it was not their own Invention ; it was a- 

greeable to all who neither had, or were like 

to have any Poflèflîons there. T h e  Brebons 

and !Tanijls, who difpenfed the Laws o f Ire

land., were rejoiced on the Profpeft o f being 

fet free from all Infpeftion or Authority o f 

the Irijb Chiefs, which only reftrained them 

from doing what they lifted ; the Military, 

the Secular Priefts, and all Orders o f holy 

Church were fuppofed to be ready to em

brace it ; but particularly the Prelates, * by the 

Influence o f Galefius, and a falfe Proipeft o f 

temporal Power, were brought into it.

B u t  before this Union could be brought 

about, it was neceflary firft, to lay a perpe

tual Cefs on all the Cantrcds o f Ireland by

the
'

» T h e  Prelates had only one Doubt, ( viz. ) whether 

they ihould be called my Lord i f  the Scheme took. T h is  

was Problematick.

[  I *  J



the Ccnfent and Concurrence o f  all the /- 

rijh Chiefs. This was a T h in g  very difficult 

to be compafled. It was hard to perfuade 

M en to give themfelves away when there 

was no Occafion ; * and to buy them out and 

out, would take a mighty Purchafe, and per

haps afterwards not itarid to the Bargain. T h e  

fmall Pittances Galefius procured for the Sons 

and Coufins o f the Irijb Chiefs in order to 

bring them to his Side, were too fcanty to 

have any great EfFeâ:, and difobüged his own 

Party more than they gained the other. There 

was but one W ay, and nothing lefs would do, 

( viz. ) getting the Difpofal o f the Tribute 

had been laid up for the Support o f Mag

nus’s Government, and to difcharge the Debts 

the Chiefs had engaged to make good. W hen 

they had this in their Power, they hoped ei

ther to bring over the prefent Chiefs, or i f  

they proved obilinate, to raife up a new Set

C o f

*  T h is  puts one in mind o f  the Story o f  Jack, who 

was perfuaded to hang himfelf, by huge Promifes o f  be

ing bettered by the Experiment.

1 1 ?  ]
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o f Chiefs who ihould be obedient to their

W ill.

W h i l e  Brian w a s  in Power, the firit A t

tempt they knew would prove abortive, and 

to break his Power by the fécond Attem pt 

would be dangerous, and they had Reafon to 

fear, would give it greater Strength, and make 

them odious to all the Body o f the People, 

both in Ireland and Norway. So to bring 

over the prefent Chiefs * was their avowed 

Undertaking ; ' a n d  at laft they refolved to 

tamper with the fmall Ones, Galefius having 

found, on founding the Chiefs of Opbaly and 

Connaught, that Nothing was to be expedted 

from the Principals. But their Hafte proved 

their undoing, and their Offers and barefaced 

Projects, alienated, inftead o f reconciling, even 

thofe who were already in their Power. T hey 

all faw now, it was no Tim e to trifle. Thoie

among

*  Am ong the petty Chiefs were Eleven, entirely at the 

M ercy o f  the Norw egian, who neverthelef* begged to be 
«xcufed.

»
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among the Chiefs who had joined with them 

on perfonal Piques againft Brian, faw it was 

high T im e to forget thejr Refentments. Thofe 

who had concurred with them in leiTer Points 

for private intereil, and from a PerfuaGon 

that their Intentions were not fo bad as was 

fuggeiled, faw their miftake, and the fatal 

Meafures were on Foot. Thofe who had 

joined them to get fome increafe o f  Power, 

and top their next Neighbours, faw they 

were giving up irrecoverably, all Power, and the 

Influence that naturally belonged to them in 

their refpeélive Diftridts. In a W ord, all the 
♦

Chiefs in every D iftrift o f Ireland, who had 

Senfe to fee, or a Defire to avert the Dan

gers hanging over them, united as one Man 

under the Conduct o f Brian.

I t  was vain  to intimidate them with Sue-. ' 

geftions or Threatnings, o f bringing on them- 

. felves the Difpleafure o f  Magnus ; they knew 

well, it was none o f his doing, but, on the 

contrary, that he was difpleafed with the

C z Meafures



Meafures that were taken, and the Arts had 

been ufed to mifreprefent his People, whofe 

Lives * and Fortunes he knew were at his

Diipofal. " ' '

T h e  Crifis was now at Hand, and the 

Fate o f Ireland to be determined. A ll was 

to be ftaked on the Event of a fécond Bat

tle, if  Galefius and his Friends were hardy 

enough to attempt it : And attempt they did, 

though much wondered at, if  their Promifes 

proved true o f getting Aid from Norway-, 

the Event will foon fhew. If the Irijh Chiefs 

were not already certain o f Succefs, they 

had fuch Omens on their Side as promifed 

fair to enfure it. All People in Ireland who 

had PoffeiTions, were moftly on their Side; 

and all People in Norway who had PoiTeilions 

there, would hardly be mad enough to be a- 

gainit them.

A m o n g

*  T h e y  had frequently offered him their Lives and For

tunes, but I don’t find he ever took either. But one o f  

his Piedecefiors took away both.

[  20 ]
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A m o n g  the petty Chiefs on the other Side, 

were many not iatisfied with their Leaders. 

Galefius was unexperienced and too much o f 

the Undertaker, and his Friends obferved he 

had been generally miilaken in what he pre

dicted, to fay nothing o f what he aflerted. 

T h e  Waterford. Chiefs w e r e  unbeloved by the 

People Abroad, if  not at Home, and the 

petty Chiefs of Leix were not beloved either 

at Home or Abroad. T h e  Vice-Roy’s Son was 

too fpirited and fanguine, and too fond § o f  

A ition , though he had always been defeated, 

which lcifened him in the Confidence o f his 

own Party, and made him fomewhat ridicii- 

lous to the othçr.

H e brought over with him from Norway 

for their fécond Engagement, a young Com

mander o f great Note and Ability, who had

every

§ It appears in the Chronic on y that he once attacked a 

formed A rm y  with Six M en, like M entzel in the laft W a r  ; 

w h o  wçnt up to the French C am p only with a few Huf- 

farsy and turning his Pofteriors bid them kifs his A -------e.
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every Quality to render him popular in the 

Arm y, and by no Means inconfiderable in 

Councils o f W ar. His Fame (though needlefly) 

was previouily trumpeted, - and he was ridi- 

culoufly to be oppofed to an Irijh Chief, who 

had ten Tim es his Experience, and had never 

been ; defeated. But the Norwegian t  (if he 

was one) was too wife to ftake his Reputa

tion on a forced Expedition, or hazard, on a 

chimerical Projett, the Fortunes o f his Fami

ly , who had fairer PofTeflions ih lrelaúd than 

in Norway, and which had often ferved to 

retrieve them, when their Affairs were def- 

perate at Home,
-H  ̂ TT?.": ' - î ' • ; 7

• -* •

But on the Side o f Brian all were unani

mous -, they had no Diftruft o f one another 

or any Apprehenfion o f being defeated, as for 

twenty Years he had always led them to a 

fure, if  not an eafy, Vi&ory. He had never -

undertaken

X 'This Commander, whoever he was, had the Place o f  

his Birth difputcd, l?ut one T h in g  appears from cotem

porary Writers, that it was an Honour to any Country 

to have given him Birth,
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undertaken any T h in g  defperate, and con

quered by Adting on the defenfive. In a 

W ord, they relied io unrefervedly on his Pru

dence, and had fo entire a Confidence in his 

Integrity, that he was above the Neceffity o f 

declaring his Defigns, or teilifying his Mea- 

fures.

I n  thefe Difpofitions both Sides rendez- 

vouzed, and agreed to meet the 9th o f 

Oilobsr 1053, on a Green near the Sub

urbs o f Dublin. T h ey  took Care on both 

Sides to have their Complements full, only 

fome o f Brians, Troops were'intercepted by 

an Am bufh, and others detained, who 

had relied too much on the Faith o f  T rea

ties.

■ W h e n  they had taken their Ground, and 

reconoitred each other I * * » * * * * .
•

X Here the Parchment is ruflcd b y  the old W all  where 
it lay ; but as Doctor Godfrey has undertaken to boil it, af
ter a lew  Months expofmg to the open A ir, the Charac
ters wi l l  b<?*> legible again.

F  . 1  N  I  S.
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