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(  I O ?  )

C O N S I D E R A T I O N S ,  &c.

W r  H A T E y E R  the firft G ro u n d s  o f  
% ! /  Trade have been, it is certainly now  

▼ ▼ io interwoven w ith  the Intereft o f  
Princes, that no Nation can be tru ly  

powerful w ith ou t  a Share o f  the R ich es  that are 
thereby obtained. For this Reafon the Im prove­
ment o f  T rad e  is become a principal Affair  o f  

te : A n d  as no T ie s  among Princes are o f  fu - 
penor  Obligation to the G o o d  o f  their refpedive 
Countries ; io  all Nations in their Dealings w ith  
one another, may be faid to be as it were m » 
State o f  N ature;  ever ready to  lay hold o f  any

S v i ° rtUx 7  I  m ay ° / n '  C°  ag g ra"d ize  them- 
t  T  y  endeavour to gain the moft

ï h o f / r 1 7  Tradu ’  l l tde  reSarding  the Lofs  o f  
rhofe Countries they traffick w ith ,  unlefs it be

Profit t0 ,nCreafe thC Calcu,ation of own
J S e, í hRerrfore J rade is not on,y  neceffarv to 
Í W t l h B a n g  o f  a State, but is" alfo a G am e 
whereat Nations m ull  p la y ;  tho* they are at the 
ame time fenfible no T ie s  o f  Friendihip are fuf- 
cient to defend them from being over-reach’d,

1C 15 i V Í e P° Wer ° F their Antagonifts 
to  do io, it ls abfolutely neceiTary People ihould

to  K Inndtef , w ,th th e  Nature o f  the whole Game. 

S c h e n k  I Prevenr> or counterplot the
C o u T tr y  deftroymg the Interert o f  their
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( n o  )

B u t  this Skill is not fo eafily attained as the 
generality o f  Men imagine. T h e  Alterations of  
Trade are fo various and frequent, that it is not 
from old Schemes we muft judge o f  the prefent 
State o f  i t ;  nor is a W andring in Generals, o r a  
fuperficial and fmattering Knowledge in the com­
mon In terefto f  Countries, with refped to Trade, 
nor o f  their W ants and Superfluities, w hich  are 
eafily picked out o f  Books, a e ff ic ient  Evidence 
o f  a M an ’s having acquir’d this Science : H e  
ought  moreover to be well vers’ d in the commer­
cial Laws o f  his ow n C o u n t r y ,  and in the Laws, 
C uilom s and Practices o f  thofe Nations w ith  
w h ich  it trades, all w hich  are to be confidered, 
compared and weighed with Judgment, before he 
ihould prefume to form peremptory Conclufions, 
or advance dogmatical AiTertions, with refpeft to 
the Trade and Intereft o f  his C o u n tr y ,  as it re­
lates to that o f  other Nations.

I have been led into this w ay  o f  confidering 
the Nature o f  Trade,  and the Intricacies o f  
it , b y  tw o  Papers which have lately appeared in 
Print, and whereof it feems we are to have more 
brought into the W o r l d ;  but the A u thor  keep­
ing his Name concealed, it is not poifible to con­
vince him in private o f  many Miftakes he has 
been guilty  of. I am therefore under a N eceffity  
o f  taking this M ethod o f  remarking on fome o f  
them, to prevent the W o rld 's  being mifled into 
falfe Notions o f  the State of this C o u n try .

I f  what m y  Author fays o f  the Increafe o f  the
W ealth  o f  Ireland, were true, he might have boldly
concluded, n o t 'o n l y  that flinted in Trade, and
wafted by O ut-Liers  as we are, there is ftillfom e-
what left highly deferving of our Care and Circum-
fveclion', but he might have alfo faid, that Ireland,
under all thofe PrelTures, and notwithftanding the
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Wàfte o f  a long, b lo o d y ,  and inveterate W a r ,  
maintain’d in her Bowels, has encreas’d in Riches 
within thefe 50 Years in a greater Degree o f  Pro­
portion than any other C o u n tr y  in Europe; w h ic h  
is fuch an AiTertion, that I dare fa y ,  will not be 
credited b y  any Perfon, w h o  is ever fo little con- 
verfant with the Affairs of  Ireland. A n d  yet  w hat 
m y  A u thor  maintains amounts to this, when he 
pretends to prove, that fince the Year  1 6 7 6 .  the 
Value o f  Lands and Improvements in Ireland is 
encreafed from 9 Millions to near 56  Millions and 
an Half,  whereby he makes the Increafe to  h iv e  
been above f ix-fo ld ,  w h ich  is three times more 
than the moft fanguine C om p uter  CverafTerted the 
Riches o f  the moft flourifhing C o u n t r y  in Europe, 
have been increafed in that time. A n d  i f  we ure 
thus increafed in Riches, does it not fo l lo w ,  that 
our  Taxes ought to be proportionably increafed?
W h i c h ,  I  hope, is not the Conclufion  m y  A u ­
thor aims at.

I t  is true, Sir William Petty makes the yearly 
R e n t  o f  the Lands in Ireland (comprehending Q u i t  
R e n t ,  T y t h e s  and Tenants Improvements) to have
been in 1 6 y 6 ,  about 9 0 0 , 0 0 0 1,  or z s. per A cre  
Irijb  Plantation Meafure. But our A u th o r  fays! 
th e y  are n o w  worth 2 ,8 2 4 ,8 7 0  1. per A n n . that 
is, about 6  s. ^ d . per Acre,  w hich  is more than 
the Land o f  England, including all the Houfes and 
Improvements o f  that immenfly rich K in g d o m  is 
computed at, according to their Meafure. From 
whence alone it is evident, h o w  wild a C o m p u ­
tation m y  A u thor  lias made o f  this Article,  and 
that it is a needlefs W o r k  to defcend to any nice 
Scrutiny of Particulars w ith  him.

I t  is cerrain-the 'Value o f  Lands to be purchafed 
>n Ireland, is considerably increas’d fince Sir Wil- 
Oam Petty wrote his Anatom y o f  Ireland. T h e

unfettled



( 1 1 1  )

ynfettled State o f  Affairs then, and the high In- 
tereft o f  M o n e y  in Ireland, kept the Value of 
Lands at 10 Years Purchafe, and now they fell at 
2 0 ;  but i t  does not thence follow that Ireland, 
confidered in itfelf, is grown in fuch a Degree o f  
Proportion, as m y Author afferts, richer than it  
was in 1 6 7 6 ;  for tho’ Lands let and fell dearer 
now  than they did then, yet as the Benefit o f  
thcfe Purchafes and Increafe o f  Rents does not 
entirely accrue to the Inhabitants o f  the C o u n ­
t r y ,  but proportionably increaiè the annual Drafts 
on us by  our Out-Liers, See• in England,  we are 
ilill kept in a very low  Eftate.

It  is true, England (and therein the general In- 
tereft o f  the Britif? Empire, whereof Ireland is 
an tffential Part)  is thereby greatly benefited; 
but though Ireland is grown richer, yer, it is not 
in a f i x - f o l d  Proportion; fince, as the annual 
Debts paid into England b y  William Petty's C o m ­
putation, amounted only to 2 0 0 ,0 0 Q /. that Sum 
was in lefs Proportion to 9 0 0 ,0 0 0  /. the then 
Rental o f  Ireland, than 600,000 /. which m y  
A u th o r  fays is now annually fent into England, 
is to 1,600*000/. which, according to the beft 
Computations I have yer mer, is the utmoft V a ­
lue o f  our prefent Rental.

A t  another time I may perhaps be inclined to 
enter farther into the Confederation o f  this Mat­
ter, and to lay down fome Rules,  which may 
prevent Computers in political Arithmetick from 
falling into fuch palpable Errors, as m y  A u th o r  
has committed with relation to the Intereft o( 
Ireland ; but at prefent I fhall on ly  defire him 
to confider, that no Nation could ever increafe 
in Riches with that Velocity  he has made Ireland,, 
without a porportional incrcafe o f  Caih> and ot 

•
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N o w  Sir William Petty fays, the C a ih  o f  Ire­

land was 4 0 0 ,0 00  /. and the People, 1 ,1 0 0 ,0 0 0 ,  
A t  this time our C aih  is at * m o il  60 0,0 00  L 
and our People 1 ,50 0 ,0 0 0 . T h i s  is in truth a 
confiderable Increafe, conlidering the C ir c u m -  
ilances o f  our Affairs, and ic bears a proper Pro­
portion to the Increafe o f  our Rental from 9  to 
1 6  hundred thoufand Pounds per A nn. but it is 
in no Degree o f  Proportion to the imaginary I n ­
creafe o f  our W ea lth ,  as laid d ow n  b y  m y  A u ­
thor.

T h e  next Miftake I ihall take N o t ic e  o f  is, the 
A c c o u n t  of our Trade w ith  France, whereby m y  
A u th o r  fays we gain 1 1 7 , 2 8 1 / .  per Annum . 
Indeed i f  he faid we lofe fo m uch b y  that Trad e,  
he would be nearer the T r u th .

Merchants, it is certain, are often byaflfed in 
g iving their A d v ic e  for the Encouragement o f  
Trades they are accuitomed to gain b y ;  however,  
in fome things it will  be w orth  m y  A u t h o r ’s 
while to confult them.

T h e y  will be able^to tell him, that the Irijl) 
Trade w ith  France is under fuch fevere R eftr i f t i -  
ons in that C o u n try ,  that they are forc ’d to fend 
M o n e y ,  or, what is the fame thing, to pay for 
the greateil Part o f  the G ood s  they bring from 
thence, w ith  Bills o f  Exchange. T h a t  as to the 
national Trade, it is evidently to our Prejudice ; 
tho* indeed particular Merchants get thereby, as 
they often do b y  the moil  pernicious Trades.

I intend to treat o f  this Matter more fu l ly  at 
another time; and I fhall therefore at prefent con­
tent m yfelf  with faying, that France ihews no 
manner o f  Favour to Ireland, but what their N e -  
celfuies for our Proviiions, and Materials for M a ­
nufactures enforces them t o t  Y e t  we are fo fond 
o f  this ( I  will call it) d d lr u & iv e  Commerce, that
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the Duties On French W ines,  çfrc. are more fa­
vourable, than what is paid for the fame Goods 
jfrbtn Spain and Portugal-, b y  both w h ich  Trades, 
V e ,  as ail other Nations, are confiderable Gainers.

B u t  toy  A u th o r  fays, he has the A u th o r ity  o f  
t h e ;C uftom -H ou fe  Books for what he advances; 
y e t  i t  may be obfárv'd, thatthofe Books are not 
an infallible Evidence o f  this Trade, fince it is 
well  know n, many o f  the moft expenfive A r t i ­
cles o f  our Importation, are fubjett to fuch high 
Duties*. that they are clandeftinely brought into 
the Kingdom ; fo that ihould the C ufto m -H o u fe  
'Books give a C olour  for m y  A u th o r ’s C om p u- 
tatioa o f  Gain on the French Trade, w h ich  I 
cannot believe they d o ;  they muft be look ’d 
upon as erroneous,' in fopporting a Matter con­
trary to what is fo fenfibly felt,  as the evil E f ­
fects o f  the French Trade.

T h a t  w t  c o n fid e n t ly  fuffer b y  that Trad e,  is 
y e t  further evident 'from the Courfe o f  Exchange 
between Ireland and France', w h ich ,  for many 
Years part, has been to the Difadvantage o f  Ire­
land. A n d  let m y  A u thor  obferve b y  the bye, 
that the Rate o f  Exchange is one o f  the Pulfes 
skillful Politicians are to feel; in order to difco* 
ver the true State o f  a national Trade.

T h e re  are maily other Remarks I could make 
on the tw o  Papers I  have now before me ; and 
perhaps, when better Leifure will permit, I fhall 
do fo : B u t,  as the Author feems to mean well,
I would be tender o f  him. H ow ever,  before I  
quit  his W o rk s  for this time, I  muft put m y  
Reader in mind, that it is dangerous to rely on 
every Information relating to Trade, which is 
extralied out o f  B o o k s;  for unlefs a proper J u d g ­
ment adapts the Notions o f  the A u th o r  to the 
particular Subjt it  he is enquiring about, h em aybe 
lèd into dangerous Miftakes. T o
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T o  give a glaring Inilance o f  this, I  have but  

to obferve, that m y  A u th o r  allows 25 per Cent, 
o f  the V alue  o f  our E xports  and Imports, to  be 
a reafonable M edium  for Freight o f  Ship?, Mer-i 
chants Expence and Profit  on our general T r a d e ;  
and this, becaufe that M ediu m  was allowed in 
Computations o f  the fame K ind in England. N o w ,  
m y  A u th o r  ihould have confidered, that this 
Rate  was difputed, even in England, as too large 
an Allowance on their unlimited T ra d e :  A n d ,  in 
order to fupport the Reafonablenefs o f  it there, 
the Premiums o f  Infurances, w h ich  to us are all 
clear Lofs either to England or Holland-, the Eafi- 
India Trade, on w h ich  at leaft 400 per Cent. P ro ­
fit is made, the Wefi-India, African, Turkey, and 
other rich T rad es;  in w h ich  we have little or 
n o  Part, were all brought into the Com putation 
to  ftiike that M ed iu m  o f  25 per Cent', and fhall 
the Profit, & c . o f  our infignificant Trade be fet 
on the fame Foot? Surely, it is a great E rror  in 
the Judgment, I  will not fay, in the W i l l  o f  m y  
A u th o r ,  to do fo.

L e t  me now  ask m y  A u th o r ,  how  he can re­
concile the AiTurance he has given us o f  our ha- 

grow n above fix times richer than w e were 
in  16 7 6 ,  even when he allows the D raft  o f  our 
O utliers, ere. in England, is 6 z 0,000 I. per Ann. 
and that the Ballance o f  our general Exports  and 
Imports, as ilated by  him, amounts to only  
2 3 4 ,0 2 1  I. per J n n . w hich  is little more 
than one third Part o f  that annual Drain. A n d  
to ihew his Skill ye t  fuither, let him take in, 
and account for the Repairs o f  the Devaluations 
occallon’d by  the W a r ,  which has intervened in 
that time. T o  conclude, fince he has promis'd 
to favour the W orld  w ith  more o f  his W ork s,  
and to lay Schemes before the Parliament, let me

I* 2, intreat



intreat him to eonfider o f  what ill Confequencc it 
might prove to a Nation, to have the Legiflature 
deceived in Matters o f  this Confequence; there­
fore, let me advife him to weigh what he writes 
w ith  more Care than he has done thofe things he 
has already advanced, and not to depend alone on 
what he finds fet down in printed Books, which 
are deceitful ; unlefs weighed by  a found and dif- 
cerning Judgment,
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