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Advertifement.

T H  E Reader is defired to take Notice, that 
a'Pamphlet, intitled, “  O b s e r v a t i o n s  rela- 

tive to the L a t e  B i l l ,  for paying off  the R e s i-  
“  due of  the N a t i o n a l  D e b t  o f I r e l a n d , ”  
which is partly expofed in the following Sheets for 
its notorious Fallacies, tending moft cruelly to Pre
judice Ireland, by a Mifreprefentation of her Conduit 
in a delicate Point, hath been within a few Days 
re-printed in L o n d o n ,  under the N e w  T i t l e  of, 
<c An Account o f  the R e v e n u e  and N a t i o n a l  
u D e b t  o f  Ir e l a n d , with fom.e Obfervations on 
tc the late Bill for paying off.the National Debt. In 
“  which is contained a Speech in the Parliament o f 
u Henry Lord Vifcount Sidney, Lord Lieutenant in 

64 the Year 1692 ; as/alfo an Order o f Council, 
“  and lèverai Refolutions o f  the Houfe o f  Com- 

iC mons extracted from their Journals, parallel to 
<c the prefent Jun&ure>of Affairs in that Kingdom.” 
It is impoflible for any Man, but the Contriver, 

with Certainty to fay, what was the Intention o f 
this Change : But be it what it may, it is hoped, 
this Notice will prevent it from palling under its 
D is g u is e ,  as unanfwered and unanfwerable, and 
will fave the innocent Country from being hurt by 
that which js fufpeóted to be a concerted Scheme 
o f  its "Unnatural Enemies. *'
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T  H  E

P R O C E E D I N G ,  & c .

M i s r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  either
Houfe o f Parliament-, in a M atter o f 
great Importance, to their Sovereign, or 

to the People, is an Offence not to be forgiven ; 
Becaufe, it tends to diflblve that Confidence, which 
is the natural Support o f  the Conftitution, and 
wh'ch alone can give W eigh t and D ignity to the 
Supreme Power.

Y e t , t h a t  fuch a Mifreprefentation o f the Ho
nourable Houfe o f  Commons o f Ireland hath, by 
fome means, been tranfported into Great-Britain^ 
th e  fad EfFe&s do too plainly prove.

A n d  that it is alfo endeavoured to be impofed 
upon and propagated amongil their Conftituent?, 
is as clear, from fundry Pamphlets, little better 
than Libels againft the Commons, againft the Coti- 
Jiitution, and againil Truth, being at a great E x
pence, and in a manner unufual in this Kingdom , 
put into the Hands o f all, who will accept o f
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them, from the Capital to the remoteil Corner of 
the Nation.

H a d  the Parliament been permitted to m e e t  af
ter the ordinary Recefs, the Commons, who have 
ever been true and faithful Subjects, to the bejl 
and mojl beloved Kirlg in the W orld, would moil 
furely have defended themfelves before th e  Throne, 
in a manner becoming their Dignity, and the F i
gure that illuftrious Body make in the State ; and 
would have juftified their Adlions, with the Spirit 
and Senfë, they are (happily for thofe they repre- 
fent) pofleiïèd of, in a m oil eminent Degree.

T hen indeed, it would have been extremely 
improper, for any private Perion, to pretend to 
take the weighty T a fk  o f their Vindication upon 
him : But fince a fudden Prorogation hath deprived 
our Representatives o f the glorious Opportunity o f 
laying their Caufe in a parliamentary and dutiful 
Manner before their ju fl Sovereign, it cannot be 
looked upon to be prefumptuous in an Individual, 
even to attempt tp refcue the People from the 
Snares laid for them, by the ruinous Do&rines 
publifhed every Day, and by falfe T ales without 
Ceffation fpread amongft them, to induce them to 
think much worfe o f their Conftitution, than, bad 
as it is, it really deferyes ; and thus, by m aking 
them defperate, and carel.efs o f what fhal.l hap
pen, to ohtain that Opportunity, which otherwife 
they could not find, o f gradually, and without In
terruption, paring away their Liberty.

{ 4  ]

T «



T o  effeifl the bad Purpofes o f die Enemies to 
the mojt glorious Majority that ever was feen in Par
liament, were the two Pamphlets, mentioned in 
the Title-Page, apparently written and publifhed. 
T h e  C o n s i d e r a t i o n s ,  & c. are a fmooth, fuper- 
ficial W ork, difguifirtg thé true Nature o f the 
Queilion, and .calculated to captivate the Aftec* 
tion, not to convince the Judgment.

T h e  O b s e r v a t i o n s ,  & c. are plainly defigned 
as a Sequel to the other, and to fupply the Defi
ciency o f the former in parliamentary Learning, 
which they profufely fcatter, without Pertinence 
to the Subjedt, or Fairnefs in Argum ent.

T h e s e  h o w e v e r  require N otice; for tbeie is 
fomething p la u f ib le  in them, and apt to take hold 
o f  a n  ingenuous M ind, not fufficiently inilruded> 
b u t  difpofed to  learn the Truth.

T h e r e  is another Pamphlet in being, Called 

A  Letter to tlx  Publick, which hath, it feems, fb> far 
recommended it felf to (orne eonfiderabk Perfons, 
as to be patronized by them. T h is  is evidently 
put together for the Sake o f its declamatory A bufe, 
and to ingratiate the Author with his Patrons. 
But as he has very precipitately declared, in 
Page 30, our unhappy Disputes, to have been, not a- 
bout Ejjsntials, but merely upon Forms and Ceremonies, 
I íhall leavtí him to his friends, the Conjiderations, 
and Obfervations, to be chaftifed, for making
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nothing at all o f what they have made fuch a Po
ther about.

It  is not fufficient to anfwer the material Parts 
o f my two Adverfaries : T his w'ould take up but 
little o f my T im e ; but then the Readers would 
not be much edified by the Controverfy. T h e  
Curiofity of the Publick is awakened ; People de
lire to be informed minutely in a Matter wherein 
it is faid every Body is intimately concerned. T h ey  
have a Right to be gratified. In a free Country, 
He who holds Knowledge from the People, means 
to make their Ignorance an Inftrument to enflave 
them.

A s  I am not privy to any fuch Scheme againil 
their Happinefs, I fhall deliver all I know, or have 
heard, with any Probability of being true, relative 
to the late rejected Money-Bill, with as much 
Clearnefs as I am mailer of. My Candor will beft 
be proved by the Manner in which I fhall dif- 
charge myfelf. Experience teaches that Profef- 
fions o f Honejly are not always remembered in the 
T im e o f Adtion ; and therefore a W riter fhould 
wave all Pretenfions to it, until his impartial Judge 
the Publick fixes on his Performance a Probatum 
ejl.

M y  W ork will confiftof two Parts. Firit, tore-  
late the Hiitory o f the Money-Bill to the T im e o f 
its being rejeded. Secondly, to aifign the Reafons 
for rejecting it ; and throughout the whole, I fhall

examine



e x a m i n e  the C o n s i d e r a t i o n s  an d  O b s e r v a 

t i o n s  as th ey  occur .

In Oftober 1749, the Publick Accounts being laid 
before the Houfe of Commons, it appeared upon the 
Face o f them, that there remained in the Hands 
o f the Vice-Treafurers, at Lady-day preceding, to 
which T im e the Accounts were made up, after all 
Exigencies o f Government were fatisficd, a Sum of 
two hundred and twenty thoufand two hundred 
and forty-one Pounds, four Shillings and fix Pence. 
Hence arofe naturally in the M inds o f all, this R e
flection, That the Time was at length come, when 
Juftice required, that fucb Part of the Surplus remain- 
ingin  the Treafury, unapplied, Jloidd go to dfcharge 
as much of that Debt, which was contrafted for the 
Government, and for which the Nation had long and 
chearfully paid Inter eft, as could be fpared, leaving 

ft ill in the Treafury a Sufficiency, to anfwer any fudden 
Demand, or any Deficiency that might’be in the R e
venue before the next SeJJion. It may be prefumed 
that there was not, at that time, a M an, who 
doubted the Right or Power o f the Commons to 
effe il this defirable A ct o f Juftice, as there was 
not a Hint dropped o f that Sort from any Perfon, 
whether employed or not employed by the Go
vernment. T h is univerfal Deiire, doubtlefs, reach
ed the Caftle, where the Earl o f Harrington, Lord 
Lieutenant, then refided. He, not inftrutted, nor 
waiting for lnftruftion, but upon the general Know
ledge he had of his M ajefty’s moil gracious Inten
tions, to make his Subjects happy, readily concur- 
ed in fo ju it, fo honourable a Scheme ; and his
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Concurrence effedually removed all Obftacles, and 
produced an Uniformity o f Opinion. So that the 
Committee of W ays and Means having reported 
their Refolutions, and they being confirmed by the 
Houie, and the uiiial Committee having been ap
pointed to prepare Heads o f one or more Bill or 
Bills, upon the Refolutions íb agreed >to, it was 
then ordered by the Houie, without any previous 
Form ;

cc T h a t  it be an Inftru&ion to the faid Com- 
iC mittee, to infert a Claufe or Claufes in the faid 
<c Heads o f a Bill or Bills, for applying fo much of 
cc the Ballance, remaining in the Vice-Treafurer’s 

Hands at Lady-day lajl, as fhall be for that Pur- 
cc pofe necefTary, to difcharge the Sum o f feventy 
u thoufand Pounds, now remaining due o f the old 
“  Loan, and carrying an Intereil o f five Pounds 
“  per Centum per Annum, as alfo to apply fuch fur* 
cc ther Part of the faid Ballance, as fhall be for that 
“  Purpofe neceiTary, to pay o ff and difcharge fifty- 
“  eight thoufand five hundred Pounds, Part o f the 
“  new Loan o f two hundred and fifty thoufand 

Pounds, carrying an Intereft at the Rate o f four 
cc Pounds per Centum per Annum ”  Â

I t  muft be obferved, that all Refolutions o f the 
Committee o f W ays and Means, or Orders conceiv
ed in the Houfe, in Confequence o f fuch Refolu
tions, are ordinarily moved by his M ajefty’s A t
torney General. A nd therefore, the Rem ark made 
in the Confederations, & c. Page 7, T h at in F a d , 
“  T h e  K in g ’s Attorney General was the M over o f

“  it
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“  it in the Houfe o f Comm ons,”  and repeated in 
the Obfervations, & c. Page 26, had not that Can
dour in it, that a grave W riter for Prerogative 
ihould ever ilamp on his W orks. It is evident, 
that thefe Authors have combined, to pick out o f 
all Circumltances accumulative Evidence of his Ma- 

je fty ’s previous Confent. But Liberty muft not be 
wreiled from the Subjedt by Implication more than 
Prerogative from the Crown. A nd therefore it is 
material that the Reader ihould know, that the A t
torney General, in moving this Order, conveyed not 
a previous Confent o f the Crown, in this Cafe, if 
he did not do it in all Articles o f W ays and Means ; 
and that every Man will confefs he did not.

T h e  Confederations, & c. were well aware, that 
it would be objected, that this Matter was tranf- 
aEled in the ufual parliamentary Manner -, therefore 
he lays in this Apology for the K in g’s Servants ; 
“  T h at as the Occafion was new, it is not to be 
“  wondered at, that the Gentlemen who conduft- 
“  ed the Affair, on this Side the W ater, fhould 
“  not be exa£t as to the Form, in which his M a- 
“  jefty’s Confent ought to appear ; and probably, 
“  they apprehended, that the Return o f a Bill for 
‘ ‘  that Purpofe, under the Great Seal o f  Great-Bn- 
‘ ‘ tain would be a fufficient Notification o f his M a. 
“  je fty ’s previous Confent to fuc’n Application.

A  s t r a n g e  D e f e n c e  for his Majefty’s Servants 

indeed this would be, if  they accepted o f it. But it 
is refufed ; and all his Probabilities and Supposions
are effedually overthrown, by the abkft o f  his

Majefty’s
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Ma jelly’s then Servants, declaring openly, and a- 
vowing, that his Majefty’ s previous Confent never 
was once in their Thoughts, as a thing neceffary 
in this Cafe. And furely they declared the Truth ; 
for they really are not Perfons o f that diminutive 
Apprehenfion, that they are, in this delicate Apolo
gy, reprefented to be. Certainly they could, if 
they had any Scruple about the Manner, as well 
refort to Englifh A its  and Votes in 1749, as the 
Author o f the Confederations did in 17 5 4 ; for all 
the Authorities, which he has favoured us with,
preceded that Seafon.------ It is pretty evident, from
the fubfequent Conduit o f thofe Gentlemen, that 
it was not for want o f Skill or Apprehenfion the 
previous Confent was not originally inferted ; it is 
more probable, and I hope I may advance my Pro
bability too, that thofe learned Gentlemen inferred 
gracious Intentions, becaufe they conceived them to 
be apt W ords to exprefs the Senfe o f the Commons, 
find not capable o f being wreited into any other 
Meaning than that which they naturally bore.

In the Heads of the Bill, for Payment o f the 
Debt, "were inferted Paragraphs purfuant to the 
Order, with the following Preamble, viz.

“  W h e r e a s  on the twenty-fifth Day o f March 
laft, a coniïderable Ballance remained in the 

“  Hands o f the Vice-Treafurers or Receivers-Ge- 
neral o f the Kingdom, or their Deputy or De- 

“  puties, unapplied, and it will be for your Ma- 
“  jefty s Service, and for the Eafe o f your faithful 
“  Subjects o f this Kingdom, that fo much thereof,

“  as
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tc as can be conveniently fpared, fhould be paid, 
44 agreeably to your M ijefty’s moil gracious Inteiu 
44 lions, in Difcharge o f Part o f the aforefaid na- 
44 tional Debt.”

44 F r o m  hence,”  fay the Confederations, 44 an or- 
4C dinary Perfon would certainly have underftood, 
44 that his M ajefty’s Intentions, ( which amount to a 
4‘ Confent) had been lignified previous to the Re- 
44 citai, and that his Majeity was allowed thereby 
<4 to be Judge o f what could be conveniently JFpared."

I t  muft indeed be an ordinary Capacity, that 
would take Intention for Confent. There are not 
two W ords in the Language, that have more dif
ferent Significations : T h e  Execution o f  a M an’s 
Intention, being very often dependant on the Con- 

fent o f another.------ But this is no place for a cri
tical Examination o f W ords. It is enough, that 
the fame Confederations have given up that Point ; 
or at lead, that thofe, to whom the B ill, as ufua), was 
referred in Great-Britain, who I prelume were not 
ordinary Perfons, did give it up.

F o r , the Confederations fay, Page 9,  44 T h at as 
« that Recital, though it feems ftrongly to imply his 
44 M ajefty’s previous Confent, had not clearly and 
44 explicitly exprefled the fame, and not having 
44 done fo, might occafion future Cavils on that 
44 Head * it is iaid (and I prelume the Fadt is 
44 well known to be true) that Objections weie 
44 made to this Bill, on that Account, by thoie to
44 whom it was, as ufual\ referred in Great-Britain.

« How



«  How it happened, that his Majcity’s Confent 
“  was not by them at that T im e inferted, may, Ï 
“  think, be fairly accounted for ; as the Omiffion 
“  on this Side feemed to have been occafioned 
“  merely by the Novelty o f the Cafe, without any 
“  Intention o f queftioning the King’s Right : And 
“  it was the lefs neceffary to make the Alteration 
“  then ; becaufe it was highly probable, the like 
“  /Ipplication o f Part o f the Refidue o f the Money 
** of the Treafury would be made the next Seflion ; 
“  and then the Confent might be originally inferted 
“  in the Bill, which, as might reafonably be fup- 
“  pofed, would.pafs without an Objedtion.”

In the preceding Quotation from the Confidera-
tions, Intention a m o u n t s  to Canfent.------ In the laft,
Intention doth but i m p l y  Confent.------ 1 have neither
Leifure nor Inclination to be what they call merry, 
or this Occafion fhould not be loft : But the prin
cipal Subject I have under Examination is too in- 
terefting, and its Confequences to ferious, to ad
mit of any jocular Excurfions. Let it be obferved, 
that this Advocate for the previous Confent acknow
ledges, that the not inferting it in the Bill o f 1749 
was an Omijfion ; and that the Bill was objeéïed to 
on the other Side o f the W ater becaufe it was not 
explicit; but that notwithftanding all this they 
i ’uffered it to return without that Alteration, which 
they acknowledged to be neceflary, to exprefs the 
previous Confent ; and that this is accounted for, by 
luppofmg, that it was let pnfs that Time, forefeeirrg 
there would be fm i another Opportunity o f inferting it 
originally.

I f
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I f  I am alio at Liberty to account for this OmiJJion, 

I muft fuppofe, that th e  W ords were not altered, 
bccaufe they thought they carried in them fufficient 
C o m p l e m e n t  ; previous Confent f r o m  the  Crown n ot  

being neceflary in th e  Cafe, and therefore impro
per to be mentioned in the  Bill.

T h i s  manner o f Accounting is certainly better 
warranted than the other ; for I muft be induced to 
believe, by what hath fince happened, that Perfons, 
who have lately proved themfelves luch vigorous 
Supporters o f what they fancied was Prerogative, i f  
they had in 1749, the leaft doubt about the M atter, 
would molt alluredly have been very explicit ; and 
would not, in the firft Inftance, have eftabliihed, 
by their own Admiffion, a Precedent, which they 
m uft have expedted, would be rather recolle&ed, 
than forgotten, in a Country where the Prerogative 
needeth not an additional Strength.

T h i s  Precedent feems to be fo well fixed, and 
is truly fo advantageous to the Commons and their 
Caufe, that it muft not be wrefted from them by 
chimerical Probabilities and Suppofitions, by arbi
trary Conftru&ions, or ftrained Implications : T h e y  
are in Poifeflion ; and really it is no Seaion to part 
with a PofTeifion, merely to try the Equity o f Ad- 
verfary-W riters.

T h e  next Æ ra to be mentioned, is the Y ear 
175« , when the D uke o f Dorfet opened a Seflion 
o f Parliament, with a Speech, wherein, addrefllng
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himfelf tó the Commons, he faid ; “ T a m  com- 
“  manded by the King to acquaint you, that hie 
“  Majefty, ever attentive to the Eafe and Happinefs 
“  o f his Subjects, will graciouily confent, and re- 
‘ ‘ commends it to you, that fuch a Part o f the 
“  Money now remaining in his Treafury, as fhall 
“  be thought confident with the Publick Service, 
“  be applied towards the further Redu&ion o f the 
“  national D ebt.”

T he Difpofition o f the Commons at this T im e 
fhould be well confidered. Peace and Harmony 
flourifhed in the State. T h e Publick was not yet 
difturbed by the Intrigues and ambitious Enter- 
prizes o ff certain Perfons, whofe Obligations, o f all 
Sorts, called ugon them to promote Quiet, Induf- 
try and Friendfhip. T h ey had not then, in Vio
lation o f thofe Obligations, openly cheriiiied Dif- 
cord, and miferably rent the Country into Parties, 
however their fecret Practices might have tended 
thereto. T. hefe fruits o f their mifchievous Poli
tics have fince that Seafon grown to M aturity.___
But at the Time I have mentioned, good Humour 
was in every Countenance ; yet did not the Com
mons forget their Duty to themfelves or their Con- 
ftituents. Therefore, in the Addrefs to the King, 
which was never exceeded by any, in Loyalty and 
Refpeit, they anfwered that Part o f the Speech in 
the following W ords.

“  W e acknowledge with particular Satisfaction 
“  and Thankful nefs, your M ajefty’s gracious At-

tention to our Eale and Happineis, in recommend-

“  ing
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44 ing to us the Application o f the M oney, now 
44 remaining in the Treafury, fo far as it may be 
44 confident with the Publick Service, towards the 
44 further Redu&ion of the National D ebt.”

W h o e v e r  is acquainted with Parliamentary 
Proceedings, knows, that Addrefles ordinarily an- 
fwer the Speech, Paragraph by Paragraph, and 
exprefs a grateful Senie o f  every Part, that they 

mean to fhew by their future A d s ,  an Approba
tion o f  : But in Points wherein they cannot concur, 
they are and e v e ro u g h t  to be filenr. T h e  re
markable Silence therefore in this Addrefs, with 
refped to the C o n s e n t , and their Applaufe o f  the 
R e c o m m e n d a t i o n , to apply the Surplus in the 
Treafury, as far as might be confident with the 
Publick  Service, manifefted a Difapprobation o f  
the P r e v io u s  C o n s e n t  : And yet it is notorious, 
that there was not any publick Attempt made, to 
infert any W ords in this Addrefs, amounting to, or 
even implying his M ajefty ’s previous Confent. T h o u g h  
by this and the Addrefs to the Lord Lieutenant, in 
the like Stile, it appeared evidently, and was alfo 
well known, by all the Servants o f  the Crown, that 

the Commons induftrioufly avoided to give, by any 
Exprelfion, a Sanction to that, which indubitably 
they then thought themfelves obliged to oppofe ; 
yet they received as ample Teftim ony o f  the Satis
faction they gave the King and his Viceroy, as they 
or any Houfe o f  Commons ever did.
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U p o n  p re fe n t in g  the  A d d re fs  for  the  King, th e  

Lord Lieutenant faid,

“  I w i l l  take the firft Opportunity to tranfmit 
“  this D u t i f u l  and L o y a l  Addrefs to his Ma- 
“  jefty .”

A n d  from the King, the Commons had the Ho
nour o f a moil gracious Anfwer, in the following 
W ords, viz.

G e o r g e  R.

“  H is Majefty has received, with great Pleafure
and Satisfaction, the afFe&ionate Addrefs o f the 

“  Houfe o f Commons ; and they may be aiTured 
i ‘ o f his Majefty’s confiant Endeavours to promote 
“  the W elfare o f his Subjedts in his Kingdom of 
“  Ireland.

“  H is M ajefty is fully perfuaded o f their Duty 
“  and Zeal to his Perfon, and has the firm ed R e- 
“  liance, on their future Support o f his Govern- 
“  ment and Fam ily.”

F r o m  all this every candid Reader will obfervc, 
that the Commons, in the firft Inftance, refufed their 
Approbation o f the previous Confent -, that the Op- 
poiition to it did not commence from Party-Rage, 
but from a laudable Jealoufy for their Rights ; and 

that no Reientment attended this Procedure.

W h e n
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W h e n  the Publick Accounts were laid before 

the Houfe, it appeared, that there was in the 
Hands o f the Vice-Treafurers, at Lady-day 17 5 1 , 
a Sum o f  two hundred, forty-eight thoufand, three 
hundred and fixty-fix Pounds, feventeen Shillings 
and four Pence.

T h i s  being the happy Situation o f  the Nation, in 
Point o f  Revenue, it was thought reafonable, again 
to apply Part o f the Surplus, toward difcharging the 
D ebt ; and it was in the like manner ordered,

“  T h a t  it be an Inilrudtion to the Committee, 
“  appointed to bring in Heads o f  one or more Bill 
<c or Bills, upon the Refolutions o f  the Committee 
“  for W ays and Means, to infert a Claufe or 
“  Claufes in the faid Heads o f a Bill or Bills, for 
“  applying io much o f  the Ballance, remaining in 
«* the Vice-Treafurer’s Hands at Lady-day laft, as 
“  ihall be for that Purpofe neceffary, to pay off, 
“  and difcharge the Sum o f one hundred and twen- 
“  ty thoufand Pounds, Part o f the Sum o f two hun- 
“  dred, thirty-feven thoufand, five hundred Pounds, 
“  now remaining due, o f  the feveral Sums hereto- 
“  fore borrowed by the Publick, at Intereft.”

P u r s u a n t  to this Order, the appointed Sum was 
applied, by Heads o f a Bill, for the Payment o f the 
principal Sum of one hundred and twenty thoufand 
Pounds, in difcharge of fo much of the national Debt, 
& c. with the following Preamble, v iz .

B “  W h e r e a s



“  W h e r e a s  on the 25th of March lad, a con- 
“  fiderable Ballance remained in the Hands of the 
u  Vice-Treafurers or Receivers General o f this 
u Kingdom, or their Deputy or Deputies, and 
iC your Majefty, ever attentive to the Eafe and 
“  Happinefs o f your faithful Subje&s has been 
“  gracioufly pleafed to recommend it to us, that fuch 
“  Part thereof as fhall he thought confident with 
“  the Publick, Service, be applied towards the far- 
“  ther Redudion of the National D ebt.”

T he Publick need not to be informed, that no 
Attempt was made to infert, in this Preamble, any 
Words amounting to, or even implying, a previous 
Confent. On the contrary, it was faid, that fome 
of the principal Perfons, more efpecially obliged to 
guard and defend the Prerogative, confejjed that 
they were convinced, that fuch a Confent was not 
Conftitutional ; and added that they had alfo con
vinced other very material Perfonages on this and the 
other Side o f the W ater, and brought them to 
be o f the fame Opinion. W h at elfe could be the 
Caufe for not endeavouring, after the folemn man
ner o f bringing Confent upon the Stage, to fupport 
it throughout, and firft to prefs the inferring it 
originally in the Heads o f the Bill? T h is the Confe
derations have told us, was probably'the Scheme ; 
and in that Cafe, I may fay, that probably the A u 
thors o f the Scheme would have proceeded, but 
that they were convinced, the Caufe was bad and 
infupportable.

T he
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T he Bill was certainly tranfmitted to Gréât-Bri1 
tain as it went from the Commons, but returned al
tered, by having the W o rd s  inferted, that fignified 
the Previous Confent.

G r e a t  were the feeming Concern and A m aze
ment o f certain Perfons upon this Change, which was 
made without their Privity. And who could doubt 
their Sincerity ? Every Body’s Confideration was 
now employed, how to get through this Knotty 
Affair, with a faving for the Honour o f the Com
mons; who were at this time en ga g ed 'in  an En
quiry, wherein the Intereil o f  the Crown, the 
Honour o f Parliament, the W ell-being o f the 
Arm y and publick Credit were all deeply engaged. 
Some thought, that it could not hurt, if  this were 
let pafs, as the Publick was in Pofleffion o f the 
firft Precedent ; and that it would be too much, to 
take this with the other weighty Affair upon their 
Shoulders at once -, that probably, artful M en 
who were upon the Lurch, might hence blow up a 
Flame, that m ight produce an Embarafment, which 

jome Folk heartily wiihed for in the principal Matter, 
for fuch the enquiry was then thought to be ; and 
that, from the Confirmation that fat upon certain 
Countenances, it might be trufled that it would ne
ver be repeated. T h is Opinion prevailed, and great 
Care was taken, that the ordinary Committee 
ihould not be moved for, to enquire into Altera
tions made in Heads o f Bills fent from the Houfe ; 
vainly imagining, that the Alteration not appearing 
in the ufual parliamentary M ethod, upon the Face

B a o f
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of the Journal, would not be another D ay trumped 
up, to ferve a purpofe. Expedients in Politicks 
are dangerous Things ; as they induce a fufpicion 
o f Weaknefs, and are oftener attended by Lofs 
than by any Advantage. A  good Caufe fhould 
ever be fupported by vigorous Meafures ; leave a 
bad one to its Shifts, for by Tricks only it can fub- 
fift at all.

T h u s  was that Precedent eftablifhed, which 
has been made fo notable an Ufe o f fince. Happy 
was it for the Nation, that it was not the firft, or 
Effects might have followed it, that People did not 
forefee.

T h e  fame Lord Lieutenant opened the Seffion 
in 1753, with a Speech, wherein, addreffing him- 
felf to the Commons, he faid, “  I am commanded 
“  by his Majefty to acquaint you, that he will gra- 
“  cioufly confent, and recommends it to you, that io 
“  much o f the Money remaining in his Treafury 
“  as (hall be neceflary, be applied to the Difcharge 
“  o f the National Debt, or o f fuch Part thereof, 
t£ as you lhall think expedient.”

T h e  Commons anfwered this Speech by an Addrefs 
to the King, with all the Refpeâl and Duty, becoming 
the moft faithful Subjects, to the Father of his People : 
Bur, as in the former Inftance, they refrained to 
take any Notice o f the C o n s e n t , but made all 
proper acknowledgment for the R e c o m m e n d a 

t i o n . This again was denominated by the Lord 
Lieutenant a D u t i f u l  and L o y a l  Addrefs, and

for



for it they had a m oil gracious Anfwer from the 

King.

B y  the ufual publick Accounts, it appeared, that 
there was in the Treafury, at Lady-day 1753, the 
Sum o f three hundred, and fifteen thoufand, eight 
hundred, twenty and two Pounds, thirteen Shil
lings and ten Pence ; and it appeared by another 
Account called for, that the Ballance had confi- 
derably increafed between Lady-day and Michael
mas.

H e r e u p o n  an Order was conceived in the old 
Manner, to fix Gentlemen appointed to be the 
Committee, to bring in Heads o f  one or more 
Bill or Bills, upon the Refolutions o f W ays 
and Means, to apply feventy-feven thoufand, five  
hundred Pounds, to difcharge the remaining Part of the 
Debt.

I t  is no Secret, that three o f thofe Gentlemen re- 
folutely refufed, to infert any W ords, in the Heads 
o f the Bill for paying the Debt, that fhould fignify 
a previous Confent from the Crown -, and for that 
Offence, two o f them have unhappily felt a Re- 
fentment, which they never intended to pro
voke ; being, without Queilion, as loyal Subje&s, 
as they were able Servants.

T h e r e  being thus an equal Divifion in the Com 
mittee, the Heads o f  the Bill were brought in by 
the M ailer o f  the Rolls, with this Preamble only ;

W hereas on the 25th Day o f March lait
B  3 “  a e o n -



“  a confiderable Ballance remained in the Hands 
“  o f the Vice-Treafurers or Receivers General o f 
“  this Kingdom, or their Deputy or Deputies.”

T h e  Confederations need not to have been under 
fuch a Difficulty, as they pretend, Page 15, to 
find out, “  How, or on what Motives, the R ed - 
“  tàl o f Confent was totally left out o f the Heads 
“  o f the Bill, when brought into Parliament.”  A  
RecoHedion o f the publick Tranfadions herein 
related, would have fupplied them with fufficient 
Reafons, for leaving out the Recital of Confent. 
Bewde, it was very well known by all, except the 
Author o f the Confiderations, that the Reprefented 
had every where exprefièd a great Diflatisfadion 
and Uneafinefs, at the Paffivenefs o f their Repre- 
fentativn  upon that Occafion in the laft Seffion : 
And indeed, the Vox Poptili hath ever met with 
R efped, but from thofe who neither have it, nor 
exped  to have it with them ; and they truly always 
affèd to ridicule it !

M o s t  People expeded, that an Attempt would 
have been made, when thefe Heads o f a Bill were 
committed, to infert the Recital o f  the Confent • 
but the Appearance on that Day was not encouraging 
and therefore, it is believed, that it was thought 
prudent not to ftir in that Matter. W hatever was 
the Caufe, it is certain, that they paifed through 
ali the ufual Forms, without Interruption, and 
were tranfnntted to Great-Britain, as they left the 
Houle ; but returned from thence in Shape o f  a

Bill,
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Bill, with the following W ords inferted in the Pre

amble,

“  And your Majefty, ever attentive to the Eafe 
** and Happinefs o f your faithful Subjects, has 
“  been gracioufly pleafed to fignify, that you 
“  would confent, and to recommend it to us, that fo 
‘ ‘  much o f the M oney remaining in your M ajefty’s

Treafury, as ihould be neceflarv, be applied to 
“  the Difcharge o f  the national Debt, or fuch Part 
“  thereof, as ihould be thought expedient by Par- 

“  liament.”

T h i s  Alteration was accompanied by a Letter 
from the Privy-Council o f  Great-Britain to the Privy- 
Council o f Ireland, fetting forth, “  T h at their Letter 
“  to the Secretary o f State took Notice, that the 
“  W ords inferted in the Bill, paiTed laft Seffion, for 
“  Payment o f  Part o f  the National Debt, relating 
“  to his M ajefty’s previous Confent, are omitted in 
“  the Bill now tranfmitted. But that W ords o f 
«  the like Import were inferted in the prefènt Bill, 
“  for Support o f the Prerogative and Dignity o f the 
“  Crown, and for preferring the Regularity of Pro- 
“  ceedings in the Parliament of Ireland.”

T h i s  Letter quickly crept Abroad, and was in 
every Body’s Hand -, and the Bill was in a con
venient T im e carried into the Houfe. There it 
cannot be denied, but that ic was treated with as 
much Refpeft as any difputed Bill ever was. It 
was read twice and committed, and in the C om 
mittee was thoroughly debated, and in it s whole

B 4 Courle
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Courfe never received the leaft Affront. Upon the 
Report it was indeed rejetted : But that is the ufual 
Fate o f Bills not agreed to in Part. For by Poyn- 
ings Law, when they return from Great-Britain, 
there remains but a Negative in either Houfe o f 
Parliament, and confequently all muft be taken or 
none. A nd therefore, when any Part is difagreed 
to, the whole is rejefted, for the Sake o f preferv- 
ing as much Dignity in Parliamentary Proceedings 
as the Conftitution will admit of.

I  h a v e  thus related the Hiftory o f this famous 
Bill, and, I hope, impartially ; it now remains, that
I affign the Reafons for rejecting a Bill, which was, 
and is infilled upon, by it’s Favourers, to be agree
able to the known Prerogative o f the Crown., and con.. 

formable to the ufual Proceedings o f Parliament • but 
is utterly denied by thofe againit the Bill, ’to be 
C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  in either Refpeft.

T h o s e  for the Bill have introduced the Hiftorv 
o f the Hereditaty-Revenue into this Controverfy, and 

ave t ereby perplexed the Queftion fo much, that 
M en o f excellent Underftandings know not what

• n'm° u  ?  !°rm ab0Ut Jt is not wonderful that 
it flrould fo happen, when a fimple Queflion, fub-

p  [°  e; TCry M aÍ s Reafon’ is Puzzled into a knotty 
r  /n. ° , ^ i s  Satisfaction however the Pub
lick hath, that the Advocates for the Bill are forced 
to. advance endlefs Abfurdities, to fupport their 
t-auie ; by which one would in Charity rather fup- 
Poie, that they had perplexed themfelves too, as

well
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well as many o f their Readers, than that they had 
defignedly led People into a Labyrinth.

W h a t e v e r  m a y  be m y private Opinion in this 
M atter, I ju d ge, that i f  I do not enter into an Exa
mination o f the Nature o f the Hereditary-Revenue, 
and enquire into the E xten tof the Royal Power over 
it, it will be taken by others as an Admiiïïon, that 
the L aw  is clear for the previous Confetti ; and as I do 
not in any Sort intend this Compliment to the Ad- 
verfaries, I muft comply with the Fafhion. T h e  
Hereditary Revenue then, by common Law , confifts 
in Crown-Rents y Compojition-Rents, Cafifal-Revenue t 
& c. T h is  Branch o f the Revenue is computed to 
amount to Seventeen Thoufand Pounds per Annum ; 
a very fmall Part o f  four hundred, forty-four T h o u 
fand, fix hundred and eighty-two Pounds, the nett 
Produce o f  all the Hereditary Revenue, in the Year 
ending thé*25th o f  March 1753.

T h e  Hereditary Revenue by Statute Law , is com- 
pofed o f Quit-Rents, Excife, Tonnage and Poundage, 
Hearth-money, IVtneznA Strong-lVater Licences.

“  ghiit-Rents are an accrueable Charge referved 
“  to the Crown by the Aéts o f Settlement and 
“  Explanation.”  14 and 15 Ch. 2.

T h e  Excife was granted, “  For and towards 
“  the confiant Pay o f the Arm y, and Forces, and 
“  for defraying other publick Charges in the D e- 
“  fence and Prefervation o f H isM ajeily ’s R ealm .”  
14 and 15 Ch. 2.

Tonnage
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Tonnage and Poundage were in Part granted by a 
Statute in the Reign of Henry the Seventh.— -The 
new Tonnage and Poundage were granted 14, 15. 
Cba. 2, “  For the better guarding and defending 
u the Seas againft all Perions intending, or that 
u  may intend the Difturbance o f the Intercourfe

o f the Trade o f this Realm, and for the better 
“  defraying the neceffary Expences thereof, and 
4C for Increafe and Augmentation o f His M ajefty’s 
u  Revenue.”

Hearth-money was granted, 14 and 15 Ch. 2. in lieu of 
the Profits of the Court of Wards, & c. with this rem ark
able Preamble, expreiTing the Confideration o f the 
Grant, “  Forafmuch as nothing conduceth more 
“  to the Peace and Profperity o f a Kingdom , and 
“  the Protection o f every fingle Perfon therein 
c( than that the P u b l i c k  R e v e n u e  t h e r e o f  

“  may be in fome Meafure proportioned to the 
cc publick Charges and Expences ; in Confideration 
“  thereof, & c .”

A le , and Beer Licences were granted, 14, 15. 
Ch. 2. Wine and Strong Water Licences 17 , 18. Ch. 2. 
and were granted partly to prevent Diforders in the 
Country ; but chiefly the better to fecure the Payment 
o f the Inland Excife  ̂ and therefore may be properly 
called Branches o f the Excife.

T hese feveral Branches o f Revenue, Hearth- 
money excepted, were not made a Perpetuity, with
out much murmuring and Struggle ; as may be 
fairly gathered by a MeiTage delivered from the

Lords

( 26 )



Lords Juftices to the Houfe o f Commons on the 
25th o f "June 1662, by Sir Paul Davis, Principal 
Secretary o f State, importing, “  T h a t there were 
“  yet Co me A â s  before the Houfe, that concerned 
“  his M ajeily ’s Revenue, which they defired might 
“  be taken into fpeedy Confideration, for the bet- 
“  ter defraying the Charge of the Army and other 
“  important Occafions ; and the rather, for that 
“  they conceived it a D uty incumbent upon 
“  them to his M ajefty, to fufpend giving the Royal 
“  Affent unto the great B ill o f Settlement, until it 
“  fhould he accompanied with thofe other Bills o f the 
“  Revenue.”

T h i s  was feemingly a harili MeiTage, but had 
it’s EfFeit, by quickening the Houfe. T h e  Lords 
Juftices atted honourably to both Parties ; for they 
knew this Revenue was the ftipulated Price o f the 
A f t  o f  Settlement, and that their Inftru&ions were 
pofitive, not to pafs the one without the other - 
T h is  MeiTage therefore in this L igh t was Paternal ; 
becaufe it ftgnifind the Danger, and kindly pointed 
out the M ethod to prevent it.

A n d  nothing could have prevailed upon them to 
com ply, but Neceflity. T h e  Hereditary Revenue, 
or a blind Submiflion o f all their Property to the 
abfolute W ill o f  the K ing, or a C ivil W ar were be
fore them : And wifely they chofe the leaft E vil.

In the Conduft o f  this whole Affair, that emi
nent and excellent Patriot R O G E R  B O Y L E , Earl 
o f Orrery, G r a n d f a t h e r  to the prefent S p e a k e r

o f
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o f the H o u s e  o f  C o m m o n s , was principally con
cerned. His Head, Heart and Hand, all remark
ably good, were ever engaged in the Service o f the 
Englijh Intereft in Ireland. T o  his wife M anage
ment we chiefly owe the obtaining fo good a Settle
ment for this Country ; and a good Settlement it 
was indeed, confidering the powerful Rivals the 
Proteftants had in the Favour o f the King, to whofe 
M ercy all Things in this Kingdom  were unhappily 
left. T o  H im  alfo was owing the cautious Term s, 
in which thofe Revenue Laws were drawn ; T e rm s, 
which at this D ay intangle and confound the A d 
vocates for the Previous Confent.

Special Appropriations were not the Prailice o f  
thofe D ay, in England or Ireland. General W ords in 
Laws importing, T h a t the Revenue was granted 
to the K in g, in T ru ft for publiçk Services, were 
deemed fufficient : And that the W ords made ufe 
o f in the A d s  o f Excife, Tonnage and Poundage 
were relied upon as fufficient for that Purpofe, they 
being not created in lieu o f any other Revenue o f 
the Crown, (as the Conjiderntions, Page 2 6, 27, in
timate, without the leaft Shadow o f Reafon) may 
appear from the wife and cautious' Form of, and 
Provisions in, the Heartb-money AEl, which was
fubftituted in Place o f another Branch o f the R e
venue,

Wardjhips, in lieu o f which Hearth-money was 
gi anted, were ever looked upon to be more an 
Eftate at the King s W ill, than any other. T h ere

fore,
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fore, a rich W ardfhip was fure to be the Prey o f 
fome Court-Beggar. T h is  Eftate, from the Profufe 
and wanton M anagem ent thereof, produced little 
to the Crown, and brought great Calamities upon 
private Families, by the T yranny and Oppreifion 
o f thofe to whom thefe JVardJhips were beftowed ; 
who knew they got them, to turn them to the beft 
Account for themfelves. T his raifed great Cla
mour, and a itrong Inclination in all People, to 
get rid o f  this Grievance at any Rate : A n d  fo the 
Rich threw the Burthen from themfelves upon the 
Poor; and hence grew the T a x  o f Hearth-money. 
But none other would content the Court : For it 
was forefeen, that it would be fureit and eafieft col
lected, and that it would infallibly ipcreafe, as the 
N ation grew in Circumftances.

«
T h e  Patriots at Court, o f  whom R O G E R , Earl 

o f  Orrery, was Chief, forefaw, that i f  this new R e
venue was exprefsly created in Lieu o f another, 
over which the K ing had indeed exercifed a defpo- 
tic Power, without any W ords o f Reftraint ; that 
a Pretence would be derived from thence, to make 
as arbitrary an U fe o f the N ew, as H e did o f the 
old Revenue. And therefore was that fignificant 
Pream ble fixed to it, which I muft here again in- 
fert, and wifh I could properly place it at the T o p  
o f every Page in this my W ork, that the Reader 

m ight never lofe Sight o f it.

“  F o r a s m u c h  as nothing conduceth more to 
“  the Peace and Profperity o f a Kingdom , and the

“  Protection
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tc Protedion o f  every fingle Perfon therein, than 
“  that the P u b l i c k .  R e v e n u e  t h e r e o f  may be 
4C in fome Meafure proportioned to the publick 
“  Charges and Expences ; In C o n s i d e r a t i o n  

“  t h e r e o f ,  & c.

I t  might have been thought, that this would, 
have been fufficient Security to the Nation ; and 
that fuch an Exprefs, ftrong Declaration o f the 
Right of the Pu l i c k  to the R e  v e n u e , could not 
have been explained away, even by the Author or 
Authors o f the Confiderations, if  he or they had been 
then Inhabitants o f thislfland. But thofe Patriots 
(and fure the A ge was happy, in which they ruled 
at Court,) to remove every Pretence for Mifappli- 
cation, nay, to furniih the Crown with a legal Ex- 
cufe for not complying with the importunate Solli
citations o f ravenous Courtiers, further inferted an 
Injunction, “  T h at this Revenue ihall not be par- 
« ticularly charged or chargeable, either before it 
“  be pa d into the Exchequer, or after, with any 
“  Gifts, Grants or Penfions whatfoever : And that 
“  all and every Grant o f any fuch Penfions, and 
“  all and every Claufe o f non obftantes therein con- 
“  tained, fhall be, and is hereaftçr declared to be, 
“  utterly void, and all and every the Perfons to 
“  whom fuch Grants are, or fhall be paifed, ihall 
“  be, and are hereby, made Accomptants unto his 
“  Majefty, his Heirs and Succeilors, and ihall pay 
‘ ‘ back all Sums of Money received by Pretence 
“  of fuch Grant ; and the Court o f Exchequer is 
‘ ‘ hereby enjoined to iliue out Procefs accord- 
“  ingly.”

N oR
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N or would they reft here ; they fufpe&ed that 
Parliaments might not be called: W h o  would then 
cenfure a Breach o f the Law  ? Alas ! In thofe Days, 
Prerogative every where received Protection : And 
was fo uncertain in it’s Defcription that pailîve O - 
bedience was the only Security the Subject had. 
T h is  we can learn at th s Diftance o f T im e from 
Eooks only ; they had, doubdefs, from Knowledge, 
a much itronger Impreffion o f thofe F ads.

T h e y  therefore refolved to engage others, by 
Intereft, to give the Law  Motion, and to that Pur- 
pofe inferted a Claufe, enadting, “  T h a t i f  any 
“  Perfon or Perfons, Bodies politick or corporate, 
“  fhall at any T im e hereafter procure, or accept of, 
“  from the K in g ’s M ajefty, his Heirs or Succefïbrs, 
“  any Penfion, G ift or Grant for Years, Life, or 
“  any other Eftate, or any Sum or Sums of Mo- 
“  ney* o f the Revenue arifing by Virtue o f this 
“  A ct, that then fuch Perton or Bodies politick or 
“  corporate, procuring or accepting the fame, fhall 
“  forfeit double the Value o f fuch Penfion, G ift or 
“  Grant, the one M oiety o f which Forfeiture fhall 
“  be to the U ie o f  the Parifh or Parifhes where the 
“  faid Offenders be or inhabit, to be recovered by 
“  the Church-W ardens, the other M oiety to him 
“  that will fue for the fame, by A&ion o f Bill, 
“  Plaint or Information.

T h e r e
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T h e r e  was now but one Branch of the Statute- 
Revenue left, which was not attended by an exprefs 
Declaration of the Truft for which it was granted, 
viz. Quit-Rents. An Occafion happened foon after 
the Revolution to do that alfo. For King William 
had been taught by his Minifters, that he had a 
Power over all the Forfeitures in Ireland, and was 
prevailed upon, by them, to whofe Opinion he fub- 
mitted, to execute his Power, by granting them 
away. But the Parliament o f England, n .  W ill. 3 , 
refumed thofe Grants ; and left the fame perni
cious Advice might one Day prevail in the Cafe o f 
Quit-Rents, which flood in lieu o f Forfeitures, 
and o f Courfe fubjedt to the like Power, enadted 
<{ T h at all Quit-Rents, as alfo Crown-Rents and 
“  Chiefries, belonging to the Crown o f Ireland> 
“  Jhall forever be for the Support of the Government 
“  o f Ireland, andfhall be unalienable.

T he Parliament which granted this Hereditary 
Revenue was kept on Foot, till it had compleated 
every T h in g  that was neceifary, for explaining and 
confirming the new Settlement, and for fecur- 
ing the Revenue -, and then, in 1666, was dif- 
folved.

T he  Confidence placed in the Crown, by grant
ing a perpetual Revenue, was fhamefully abufed ; 
for during the reft o f Charles’s, and throughout all 
his Brother James's Reign, a Parliament was not 
held in Ireland.

T he
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T h e  great and lènfible Eflfed o f  the Revolution^ 

was the Reft or at ion o f  Parliament ; for this alone 
could provide effe&ual M eans to fedure Religion, 
Liberty and Property-, which in the latter Days o f  
Charles were Names only ; but in the Reigit o f  
James had not eVen Names left.

W h a t  the Observations tell us, Page 7, o f  the 
DiftrefTes o f Ireland by the long Difufe o f  Parlia
ments is undoubtedly true. “  T h e  Inhabitants 
u  were oppre fifed ; Induitry, Arts and Sciences 
<£ were neglected ; even the Puèhck Revenue was 
“  mifmanaged : A nd, in ihort, every T h in g  was 
“  wretched for w ant o f Parliaments.’* Surely, 
no good M an could wifh that this Nation fhould 
return to fo woeful a Condition. H e certainly 
would be a m oll bitter Enemy both to the 
K in g  and his Subjects, who would advife fo 
deiperate a Meafure. A nd yet (unwittingly, I  
hope) this Author gives broad Hints againit this 
Country, Page 18, where he fays, “  T h e  grois 

Produce o f the old additional, unappropriated 
“  Duties, without including the fix Pence % 
“  Pound payable to the Vice-Treafurers, was, at 
“  a M edium  for twelve Years, ended at Lady-Day 
“  *753’ 14 9 ^ 6 5/. a Y e a r; and this, with many 
“  Deductions thçreout, for Parliamentary Grants, 

i£c. is all the Nation pays for having the Benefit 
“  o f frequent Parliaments.”

I t  is a bad Com pli ment to his M ajeily to fay, 
that the Nation pays for Parliaments ; when it is 
notorious, that the Nation has a R ight to frequent

C  Parliaments ;
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Parliaments ; and his M ajefly has moil eminently 
difhinguifhed Him felf in prote&ing the Rights of 
all his Subje&s. Eefide, it is by his own Confef- 
fion, as neceffary for the Crown as for the Subject, 
to hold frequent Parliaments ; fince the Miferies o f 
the Kingdom, to be incurred by want o f Par
liaments, m uil diminifh the Revenue o f the 
Crow n, as well as the Property o f every In
dividual.

T he Parliament• hath not hitherto fhewed any 
Difpofition, to refufe the Crown what Aid was re
quired from them ; and if  the Sum they mention 
appears diminutive in their Eyes, it mufl be for 
want o f being fufficientiy informed of the Condi
tion o f the Country, and - the Demands o f the 
Crown ; for then they would know, that it is all 
that is aiked, and full enough for a Kingdom  to 
pay, that is almoil undone by Luxury, out o f which 
that Revenue arifes.

I m u s t  be indulged, in thus m aking Digref- 
fions with .my Adverfaries, otherwife fome danger- 
«us Dodlrines, which they now and then flide in, 
would pafs upon the Readers as invincible.

I n c r e a s e  o f Charge growing upon the Govern
ment quickly afjfer the Revolution, and the Here*- 
ditary Revenue becoming too narrow to fupport it, 
neceilitated the Crown to demand Parliamentary 
Supplies. And thefe being granted, as often as 
aiked, in general Term s, for Support o f the Govern-

vienti



ment, m ake, with the Hereditary Revenue, that 
Fund by which the Expence o f all Publick Services 
is defrayed.

T he Reader having now before him a minute 
Recital o f  all Particulars neceflary to precede the 

.Difcuflion o f  the main Queítion, I fhall enter into 
the Reafons, that are given in Justification o f the 
rejecting o f the Money-Bill on the 17th o f De
cember > 1753. By the Nam e o f Money-Bill I
muft call it (notwithilanding both my Antagoniits 
diflike it) i f  I mean to fpeak properly ; as it dire&s 
the Application o f M oney, and contains nothing in 
it befide.

.T h e  Obfervations have (I cannot think with a 
good Defign) faid, in Page 34, that, 46 One A r- 
tc gum ent employed for rejecting the Bill, was 
“  raifed on the Pretence o f the foie Right o f having 
“  Money-Bills take their Rife in the H oufeof Com-

mons, and that no Alteration ihould be made in 
“  thofe Bills after they are prepared by the 
u Houle.”  A nd he has employed him felf from 
the Beginning o f  the 8th Page, to the End o f  
the 15th, in combating this Objection ; and has 
brought upon the Stage the Votes o f 1692 in Fa
vour o f Sole-Right, and Lord Sidney's famous Pro- 
teft, and direitly charged the Majority o f that 
Day, with an open Invafion o f Poyning’s Law. 
T h is  Mifreprefentation has, by all Accounts that 
have been received from GreatrBritain, created 
many Enemies to us, who from their Love o f L i
berty, and their Zeal to preferve all the juft Rights

C  2 o f
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o f the Commons, would certainly have declared on 
our Side, i f  they knew that all this Author hath 
laid was Fiftion ; and that the real Struggle o f the
Commons was, topreferve the Regularity of Proceedings 
in Parliament.

T h e  Confederations indeed have been kind e- 
nough to fay, Page 20, “  Some indeed have ima- 
“  gined that the Recital’s having been inferted in 
“  Great-Britain, was the Reaion o f rejecting the 
“  Bill : But I do not fuppofe it could be fo.”  W h y  
then hath he taken up fo much o f a fhort Pamph
let to (hew his Learning upon a Queftion not 
there difputed ? W ould it not have been more
ingenuous, to have faid---------- It was not fo : T h u s
generoufly writing in Favour o f Adverfaries in a 
Pamphlet, which the Author knew was to vifit 
every H ole and Corner in the three Kingdoms, 
would have cail fuch a Light o f Candour on the 
W hole, as would hâve gained it a Credit, not to 
be procured by any Pafs.

S u r e  I am, that the o n ly  Argum ent I have met
with, for feven Years, in Behalf o f  the Sole-Right, 
is in the Confide rationŝ  Page 33, “  The Right o f 
“  granting Money is admitted to be in the Com- 
“  mons.”  I fuppofe he cannot, with all his A rt, 
perfuade the W orld, that there is any material D if
ference between Sole-Right and the Right.

I t  is eiTential to this Kingdom , that it ihould be 
well known, where only it can be hurt, and from 
whence all Benefits muft hs derived, that we are

not



not the mad People, our Enemies deferi he us to be ; 
but it will be enough in this Place, in order to o- 
verthrow the malicious Purpofe of the Obfervations, 
to add, as the Confide rat ions authorize me, Page 
22, That the B ill was rejected, for Objections raifed 
to the Subftance of the Alteration, and according to its 
Merits, as it was conceived, the Commons had a Right 
to do, upon an Apprehenfion that their Negative was 
not yet taken from them.

F or  it was often and diredtly faid, that the only 
Caufe o f oppofing the Preamble, which determin
ed the Fate o f the Bill, was, becaufe the W ords 
fignifying his M ajeity’s previous Confent were 
therein ; which W ords were looked upon to be in
tended to eftablifh a R ight in the Crown, o f  fuch 
a Nature, as would forbid the Commons to inter
meddle in any Surplus, that was now or hereafter 
m ight be, in the Treafury, unapplied, without his 
M ajefty’s Confent being firil fignified : T h a t they 
knew not that the Crown had fuch a Right : T h a t 
the Power o f the Crown over the hereditary Reve
nue was to apply it to publick Services within the 
Kingdom  : T h a t the additional Duties were grant- 
ed, not upon Eilimates, but upon fixed Eftablifo
ments, and only to make up the Deficiency o f 
the Revenue : T h a t the Surplus, whatever it was, 
or might be, muft proceed from the additional 
Duties, becaufe the hereditary Revenue muit be 
all expended, before that given in Aid could be 
applied -, and whether it arofe from its producing

C 3 more
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• more than it was given for, or from a Saving, by 
the Eflablifhment not being kept full, as it was, 
or was defigned to be, when the Provifion was 
made, it was all the fame ; the Surplus muft be
long to the Publick, and be confequently fubjedl 
to the Difpofition o f Parliament : T h at in this 
Cafe, particularly, it was due to the Nation, that 
had made a feparate Provifion to pay the Interefl 
o f the Debt, when it lay a heavy Clog upon Go
vernment, that it fhould be reimburfed out o f a 
Surplus grown upon the A ggregate Fund, which 
muft have borne the whole Debt, if the Nation had 
not created a Fund for it : T h at the Crown had 
ever thus confidered the Cafe ; for it is certain, 
that Credit was ever given to the Nation for Surr 
pluiTes, even in this Seflion ; and that all former 
SurplufTes, as well as the prefent, have been carried 
forward in the Eflimates for Supply, and have been 
applied to the current Service o f the Interval be
tween Sellions ; and what makes this Argum ent 
o f fti.ll greater W eight is, that it is known by 
every Body, that thefe Accounts and Eftimates are 
all prepared by the K in g ’s Servants : T h at there
fore departing from the confiant Method o f Proceeding 
in Parliament would be a betraying o f their Con ft i- 
tuents, and an unpardonable Offence : T h at they 
fhould always pay equal Regard to the Prerogative 
o f the Crown, and to the Liberty of the Subjedt ; 
but muft ever guard againlt the Eftablifhment o f a 
new Prerogative ; and therefore difagreed to the 
Preamble.

[ 38 J
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A nd all this was illuftrated by Facts related,and 
Precedents quoted, and not controverted.

W a s  not this an honourable and wife Procedure 
upon the Merits alone ? Hath this the Face o f A n 
ger or Party ? Doth it carry the leail Appearance 
o f Oppofition to the Crown ? Doth it not put the 
Queftion fairly upon the T e d  of Reafon and Ufage? 
A nd if that Reafon and that Ufage rife up in Judg
ment againil the Bill, what Recompence can be 
made to thofe injured Perfons, who have fuffered 
in Reputation, by an Imputation o f Difrefpeft to 
M ajefty, or perhaps by a Sufpicion o f  Diiloyalty ?

A nd  by Reafon and U fage they fhall be tried, 
in Oppofition to verbal and Pam phlet-Argu
ment.

T h e  principal Argum ent o f the Advocates for 
the Bill is, T h a t by granting the Revenue in gene
ral Term s, and not with fpecial Application, the 
K ing is made foie Judge o f the Application, and 
hath fuch an Eftate in the Surplus, that the Com 
mons cannot meddle with it without his previous 
Confent. T o  inforce this, one faid “  He had a 
“  mixed Eilate ; for he had by Common Law , five 
“  or fix thoufand Pounds per Annum ; and tho’ but 
“  five Pounds o f this loofe Eilate were mixed with 
“  four hundred thoufand Pounds o f the Statute Ef- 

tate, no Part could be laid Hands upon by the 
“  Commons, becaufe every Part was affeded by the 
“  five Pounds.”  T h ism u il be fubmitted to the Con
sideration o f common Lawyers ; for it doth not
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favour much o f Equity. And "heréafter, it will 
appear clearly, that even this Eftate is as limited as 
any other.

A n o t h e r  faid, cc T hat the T itle  o f the Crown 
6t was as that o f a Partner/*

I f that be true, Partnerfhip implies an Equality.
An uncommon State o f Partnerfhip it would be,
where one Partner had not a Right, to propoie
the Application o f any Part o f  the Stock, to the
Ufe o f the Partnerihip, f without firft having the
Confent o f another Partner to make the Propo
sal.

A  t h i r d  faid, “  T h at the whole Revenue was
the abfolute, uncontroulable Property o f the

<c Crown, to do with it as it would, and that no-
thing could limit it ; which he proved from a ve-

tc ry an tient Maxim, viz. Nullum tempus occurrit 
“  Regi

T his  Sentiment was ftrenuoufly recommended
by a fourth, with a pofitive AiTufance, That the befi
Lawyers in England and Ireland were o f that Opi
nion. • '

B u t  a fifth, not relying upon any o f the former 
Titles, very fortunately hit upon a Medium, that 

hath brought this Matter to an Iflue : For he af- 
ieitcd, that there was a Royal Truft in the Crown. 
I his Opinion after much can vailing was adopted 

by the Party, and by their Order, I fuppofe, hath

X j been



been fince promulgated in the Confederations, Page 
22, as die T itle  they reft their Caufe upon, in thefc 

W ords ;

“  T h a t  the T ru ft o f  applying the M oney 
<e given by Parliament to the Crown, without any 
“  fpecial Appropriation, is, by the Laws and Con- 
“  flitution of this Kingdom , veiled in the Crown
“  fo r  P U B L IC K  Services.

It  is very furprizing, that Contention about this 
M atter ihould longer fubfift, when both Sides agree 
in Principles ; for a private Interefl cannot by the 
greateft A rt be extradied out o f a pith lick T ru ft ; 
and confequently a private W ron g cannot grow, 
by the publick controuling the T ru ft, which was o f 
its own Creation, and for its own Ufe.

T his feems to be undeniable. T h e  Conclnfion 
then drawn from the above Premifïes, ‘ T h at, 
“  when an Application fhall be propofed by any 
« Power, the Conlent o f the Crown muft be pre- 
“  vious thereto,”  is abfurd.

B e c a u s e  the Crown hath but a T ru ft for the 

publick Service.

T his appeared to me fo clearly, that I thought 
it idle, to bring the Hereditary Revenue, that was 
with fo much Prudence and Forefight fecured for 
the publick Service, into the Controverfy, as a M at
ter that could, from any private Intereft in the

Crown*
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Crown, make a Difference advantageous to the 
Previous Confent.

E u t  indeed the Author o f the Confideralions has 
been extremely unlucky, in accommodating his 
Adverfaries with Arguments againft his Caufe, and 
in throwing them into a Courfe o f Reafoning from 
hisPremiiTes and Proofs, that muft end in his Over^ 
throw.

T h u s , Page 40, he faith, “  T h e  principal Ob- 
“  j  eft ion is, that the Produce o f thefe feveral 
“  Funds, is accounted for to Parliament ; and 
“  from thence it has been inferred, that it is Pub- 
“  lick Money, fubjeót to Parliamentary Applica
nt tion, without other Confent, than what is given 
“  by the Royal AiTent to the Bill, when paifed into 
“  a Law. T h is feems founded on a M iftake, as 
“  to the Reafon, and Manner, o f laying the Pub- 
“  lick Accounts before the Houfe o f Commons, as 
<e will appear from a fhort Hiftory o f this Ufage, 
“  and an Account o f the Effe&s o f it.”

T h a t  which is denominated by him, to be a 
principal Obje&ion is moft certainly a ftrong A rgu
ment againit the Neceffity o f a Previous Confent, 
and of Courfe an Objection to his Dotlrine ; but 
I cannot admit it to ftand in the firft Place. T h e  
Principal Argument drawn from Law and Reafon 
is undoubtedly the Powçr o f the Crown over the 
Revenue being but a Trujl for Publick Service, and 
ftands the foremoft Obje&ion to his Conclufion. 
T h e  Second will be taken from the Law  and U fage

o f
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o f  Parliament ; and this which he calls Principal is 
a Branch o f  that U fage, but fhall be examined 
diilin&ly in this Place fince he lays fo great Strefs 
upon it; and if  it fhall happen by his jbort Hifloryy 
and his Account of the Effects o f it, to be rather con
firmed, than fhaken, I hope the Reader will allow 

me the full Force o f it.

I n Expedation o f  this Piece o f Juftice, I fhall at
tend the Confiderations, Step by Step, in this A rgu 
ment, and try the Value and W eight o f his Proofs.

I t  was not indeed wife, to fet out with fo dis
ingenuous an AiTertion as the following, Page 4 1. 
“  N o Account o f the Difpofition o f  the King s Re- 
“  venue in this Kingdom , was laid before Par- 
“  liament, till the Year one thoufand fix hundred 
“  and ninety-two, when the Crown wanted fur- 

“  ther Supplies.”

W o u l d  not any M an, a Stranger to the Hiitory 
o f this Country, conclude from hence, that there 
had been frequent Opportunities, o f  laying the 
Account o f ' the King's Revenue before Parliament ? 
Y e t it is certain, that from the compleat fixing and 
eftablifhing of the Statute-Hereditary-Revenue, viz. 
from 1666, to the Year 1692, containing a Courfe 
o f 26 Years, there was not a Parliament in Ireland. 
And for this Reafon alone, we may fafely conclude, 
that the Account o f the King's Revenue was not laid 
before Parliament; for on the firft Opportunity, the 

Commons called for it, and had it.
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T he Confiderations proceed thus: “  Then in- 
“  deed, a Motion was made, that fuch Accounts 
“  might be brought in : But the Reafon o f the 
“  Motion appears on the Journal, v iz. That it might 
“  be the better known what Supplies were necejjary to 
“  hc given to their Majejlies. So that they were not 
“  called for  as a Right, but defired as a Direction for 
“  their Difcretion in the Grants they were making.”

T h i s  is a Mifreprefentation from Beginning to 
End. I f  the Precedent he makes uie o f were iiif- 

ficient to ftrip the Commons o f  a neceffary Right, it 
was not made at a T im e that a candid Man would 
chufe to take a Precedent from. For, by the long 
Difufe o f Parliaments, al! were then fo ignorant in 
the Forms, that when the A£t o f Recognition came 
from the Lords, and was paflfed the third Day o f  

the Seffion, a Committee was appointed, <£ T o  find
out by Precedents, whether it fhould be return- 

“  ed to the Lords.”  And on the fame Day ano

ther Committee was appointed, “  T o  know how 
«  the Committee o f Grievances lhould come at 
«  Records, Accounts and Papers in the Hands o f 
“  Officers o f the Revenue or others.”  A nd this 
was done, though the Journal o f  the preceding 
Parliament abounded with Inftances o f Powers 
granted to Committees, to fend for Perfons, Papers and 
Records : So that probably there was not in the 
Houfe a Man, who had ever perufed the Journal. 
But furely there is very bad L ogick in this AiTer- 
tion. A  Motion was made that certain Accounts 
fhould be brought in, that it might be the better

known
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known what Supplies were necejjary to be given to 
their Majefties. Therefore they were not called for 
as a Right, but defired as a Direction for their Dif- 
cretion in the Grants they were making. And 
pray, had they not a Right to call for that, which 
was to direii their Difcretion ? • Bat indeed the Au
thor o f thefe Confiderations did not attend carefully 
to this Precedent, or did not apprehend the Import 
o f  it, for if  he had, he would have found therein 
a ftrong Aflertion o f the Right o f  the Commons to 
tall for Accounts. *

I t  m ud be obferved in the firft Place, that the 
Reafon for the M otion is given to the Houfe, not 
intended for an Apology to any other Body.

T h e n  it appears, that the Secretary being pre- 
fent took hold o f the Opportunity, and informed 
the Houfe, that his Excellency the Lord Lieute
nant, had put the Papers into his Hands, to be laid 
before the Houfe : But the Houfe did not accept 
o f  them in that manner, and thereupon conceived 
this Order :

“  O r d e r e d , T h a t the State o f the Revenue o f 
«  the Nation, and the Eftabliihment, both Civil and 
“  M ilitary, be brought into the Houfe the morrow 

“  M orning.”

A nd the morrow Morning they were brought in. 

W a s  this calling for a Right, or defiring a Direp- 
lion ?
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T h e  Occafion o f  the Reafon for the Motion be
ing in ferted, appears evidently to proceed from that 
Refentment which the Houfe fhewed throughout 
the Seffion, upon Account of the Indignity they 
thought had been put upon them, in the Lord 
Lieutenant's Speech. For by his Speech, they 
were given plainly to understand, that neither the 
Quantum o f  the Supply, nor the Means o f raifing it, 
were left to their Confideration. And accordingly, 
two Money-Bills did afterwards make their A p 
pearance in the Houfe ; one o f which pafled, and 
the other was thrown out. But furely from this 
Account o f  the Matter, it is evident, why thofe 
W ords, u T h at it may be the better known what 
<c Supplies are necefiary to be given to their M a- 
<c jeities,”  were inferted , and that it could mean 
nothing more, than that they would have other 
Evidence o f what Supplies were neceflary, than the 
Bills, that they knew were provided for them. I 
m uil confefs that Houie o f Commons were too 
fond o f entering their Reafons o f A ftion  upon 
their Journal. T h e y  did not indeed want Spirit, 
but they wanted Prudence, in exprefsly fetting down 
the Caufe o f exercifing their Negative, which it was 
their R ight by the Conftitution to exercife ; and 
therefore entering their Reafons could do them no 
Service, and certainly gave great Advantage to 
their Adverfaries. But unhappily for this Enem y 
to the Rights o f  the Commons, the Houfe did that 
very Seffion call for Accounts relating to forfeited 
Goods, and did on the 2oth o f Otfober appoint a 

Committee to examine thofe very Accounts ; which
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cannot fail to ftrike every Body with two Obferva

tions :

F i r s t , that thefe were not called for, The b e t 

t e r  to know what Supplies Jhould be granted to their 
Majejlies.

S e c o n d l y , that thefe were particularly Ac* 
counts relative to forfeited Goods ; (which have been 
called, in and out o f  Parliament, by all the Friends 
to the Previous Confent, his M ajefty’s private Eftate ;) 
but were yet called for  by the Commons, in their 
own Right, and that at a T im e, when they knew 
there was a Commiifion from hi;: M ajefty, to make 
the fame Enquiry out o f  Parliament ; and that the 
Committee did make a Report ; bat its being made 
the laft D ay o f the Seifion, was the Caufe that no
thing farther was done thereon.

In the next Place, the Confiderations aiïèrt, “  T h a t 
“  for the fame Reafon, the Publick Accounts have 
“  been, every Seihon fince, brought into Parlia- 
“  m ent: So that, in T ru th , were not Supplies de- 
“  manded, fuch Accounts would not have been 
“  tendered.”

T h e  laft Part o f this is merely conjectural ; be- 
caufe, there has not been a Parliament, wherein 
Supplies were not defired, and the Accounts laid 
before the Houfe. Indeed the Seffions o f 1692 and 
o f  1713 were cut fhort by Prorogations, before 
they could compleat their Bufinefs : T h a t o f 1692 
was prorogued in Refentment for an Invafion

on
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on the Prerogative : T h at of 1713  was prorogued
to fave wicked Miniiters, who would have ella? 
blifhed Arbitrary Power in this Kingdom, the bet
ter to promote their Jacobite Schemes, if  they had 
not been checked in their Career, by a gallant Pro- 
teftant Home of Commons, with a Speaker at their 
Head, zealous for the Succeffion in the illuftrious Houfe 
o f H A N O V E R , and by his Blood, Jntereft and 
Principles, firmly connected with the Rights o f  
his Country.

T h e  Author is certainly miilaken in the ftrft o f  

his Afïertions ; and would have been convinced in 

that, if  he had but caft his Eye on the Proceedings 
in the Seffion of 1 6 9 5 ,  next to his beloved one in 

1 6 9 2 .  H e would there have found, that the Pub- 
lick Accounts were called for by the Houfe, foif 

various Purpofes. Th at they were firft referred to 
the Committee o f  Supply, and after the Quantum o f  

Supply was refolved, that then, at the Inftance 
and Motion o f the Committee o f  Supply, another 
Committee was appointed to examine the Accounts, 
and many Particulars were given in Charge to that 
Committee, no way.relative to the Supply, but 
altogether to the Management o f  the Revenue. -

In Í697* the Commons, by their own Autho
rity, ordered fundry Accounts from the T re a 
sury, and from the CommriTioners o f  the Reve
nue, to be laid before them, as o f  Right, and 
particularly of the Forfeitures ; which I cannot omit 
to obferve, upon Account o f  that nice Diftin&ion 
recently made, to ferve a Turn, between the P ri
vate and Truft Eftate of the Crown \ a Diítinótion,

which
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which we find not favoured any where in the Com
mons Journal.

I will readily grant, that when Accounts have 
been brought into Parliament, without Call of the 
Commons, they have been generally brought in, 
to point out the Quantum o f a Supply, or for fome 
other Purpofe o f the Government. But it is as 
certain, that thofe Accounts have been applied to 
other national Purpofès, as often as the Commons 
liked fo to do; and that the Commons have never 
looked upon themfelves to be circumfcribed by the 
Puipofes for which the Accounts might have been 
at fiht introduced.

I n  1703, the Commons ordered the feveral Offi
cers to lay the feveral publick Accounts before the 
Houfe, and when they were brought in, a Com 
mittee was appointed to inlped them ; and this Com
mittee did not aft in the .humble Manner the Con- 

Jiderations would direé7.

I t  will not be improper to point out a few o f 
the Obfervations o f this Committee, that the Con- 

fiderations -may be convinced they looked upon 
themfelves, to have more Authority than fome 

<People would in thefe Days allow them.

“  D u k e  o f  St. Albans,-Richard, Earl o f  Rane-
“  lagh? & c. Penfioners.------W e  know not upon
“  what Confiderations the above Penfions were 
u  granted/’
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“  L i e u t e n a n t  Colonel Montargis Pay of Lieu- 
44 tenant Colonel and Captain of Foot, till pro-
44 vided for.------ N ot provided for. Quere, why
44 not r

44 M r . Juftice Dollen, one o f  the Juftices o f  the
44 Common Pleas, 6oo /.------ Memorandum. He
44 received 200/. for two Circuits, o f which he 
44 went no Part, and which by the exprefs Words 
44 of the Eftablifhment, ought to be faved to the 
44 Queen.”

I t  would be too tedious in this W ork, to recite 
more Articles of that fpirited Report. I recom
mend it to the Perufal o f  the Author o f  the Con
federations, that he may be fatisfied, that a Com
mittee o f Accounts hath fomething more to d o  for 
the Nation, than barely to be direftcd\ to afcertain 
the Quantum o f a Supply.

*
T h e  Committee o f  Accounts in 1725  and 1745 

fat long, after the Supply was granted, and exa
mined upon Oath ; which doth not feem to be a 
neceifary Step toward granting a Supply.

B u t  why íhould I laboriouily fearch for Evidence, 
when I can bring this Author, as ufual, to be a 
Witnels againil himfelf.

H e , in Page 47, forgetting all he had faid in 
former Pages, faith thus: “  N or is the Publick 
“  without a Remedy in Cafe o f Abufe : T h e  true

“  Parliamentary



“  Parliamentary Check will always remain, either 
“  to withhold future Grants, in Proportion to Mif- 
“  applications, or to punifh thofe, who fhall wick- 
“  edly advife fuch A d s  as would be a Breach of 
“  the publick Tru/l.”

T h e  Author will not difpute, that it will be ne- 
ceffary to look into Accounts, to deted Abufes or 
Mi/applications o f  the publick Money. But i f  the 
Commons have not a Right to call for them for 
fome other Purpofe, than merely to dire a  them 
in granting Supplies, how fhall they come to a 
Knowledge o f  the Abufes or Mifapplications ?  H e  
will not fuppofe, that Minifters, who advife thofe 
Abufes, will publifh their Offences, and fupply E- 
vidence to ruin themfelves, if  the Conftitution will 
not compel them fo to do. T h e  Abfurdity is fo 
great, that it would be an Affront to a Reader, to 
take more Pains to expofe it.

A  Committee o f  Accounts appears, from all that 
hath been faid, to have commenced with Parlia
ments after the Revolution, and is now become fo 
much a Part of the Parliamentary Conftitution, that 
by a ftanding Order o f  the Houfe, no Supply can 
be granted, until the Committee ffja ll make a Report ; 
and whenever that Committee hath reported Credit 
to the Nation, it will be found by the uninterrupted 
Praitice, that the Sum in Credit, whatever it hath 
been, was ever appropriated to the current Service 
o f  the next T erm  for which the Supply was grant
ed ; and that it cannot be otherwiie, without break
ing in upon the Chain o f  publick Accounts, that

D  2 hath
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hath fubfifted fince the firft Grant of additional 
Duties, in Aid of the hereditary Revenue.

A nd  thus I am fairly brought to the proving, 
by the Law and Ufage of Parliament, that every
Surplus of the Revenue hath been appropriated or 
applied, by the Commons, to publick Service, with
the AdmiJJion and Ajjent of the Crown.

T h e  firft Parliament that met after the Parlia
ment of 1662, was that of 1692, as hath been 
often related. T h e  W ar v/as not over more than a 
Year, when this Parliament aflembled ; the Coun
try was not then recovered from it’s wretched Con
dition, and the Revenue could not be in a better 
State. So that we can learn nothing from this Pe
riod, relative to the Revenue, fave that the 
Forfeitures were greatly mifmanaged and em

bezzled.

A n d  indeed the Reader would find little E n 
tertainment in any Matter Ï could pick out o f 
the Parliamentary Hiftory relative to the Subjeít I 
am upon, before 1703. Then indeed a regular 
Method o f Proceeding was plan’ d and executed, 
and hath been adhered to fince.

»

H e r e  I fhall begin, and relate with Exa&neis 
the Proceeding of the Commons in granting o f Sup
plies ; which, if  diligently attended to, will more 
effectually bring theprefent Controverfy to an End, 
than all the ingenious Arguments that can be in
vented. For F a d s  ftare Men full in the Face, and

[ 52 1
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can only be put out o f Countenance by Fads. W it  
may get the better of Truth ; but all the A rgu 
ments o f the cunningeft Logicians will not per- 
fwade a Man, that his Eyes are not open when he 
feeth ; or that he liveth not when he feels. I o 
F a d s  therefore he, that feeks fincerely for Truth 
will ever refort ; and when they declare againit 
him, he will candidly fubmit, and not trouble the 
W orld  with Contention, or endeavour to engage 
M en, to wafte their T im e and diiturb their N eigh
bours with everlafting Difputes and Wrangles, for 

the Sake o f Conqueft only.

T h e  Peace of Ryfwick was enfued by an En- 
gUJh Law for difbanding the A rm y, except a cer
tain Num ber ; and by this Law, the K ing was per
mitted to keep up twelve thoufand M en in Ireland, 
to be eftablifhed in the Manner the A d  prefcribed ; 
to be all natural born Subjects, and to >be main
tained by Ireland. T h is  Eftabhfhnnent' was well 
pleafing to the Kingdom, and the wife Hero then 
upon the Throne forefaw, that France would not 
keep any Term s with her Neighbours longer, than 
while fhe was recovering her Strength -, and 
therefore refolved to make as good an Ufe of the 
Law  as he might, and to fill the Irijb Eftabliih- 
ment. T his neceiTarily drew after it a great E x 
pence, which, as it was foon difcovered, the Here
ditary-Revenue could not alone afford ; and there
fore a Parliament was called in 1703, the D uke 
of Ormond being Lord Lieutenant, to give an Aid

to that Revenue. • '
D  3 T he
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T h E Lord Lieutenant told the Commons from 
the Throne, “  T h at her Majefty expefted from 
“  them only to Difcharge the Publick Debts, and 
“  to make the Revenue eç û a l  to the Expence of 
a Government.”

A n d  from the fixed Rule in this Speech, the 
Meafure o f Supply has been computed from that 
Day, without Variation.

Ii\r the Addrefs of Thanks, the Commons pro- 
mifed, “  1  o do all in their Power, in their then 
“  Circumftances, for difcharging the Debt of the 
“  Nation, and defraying the Expence o f the 
“  Eftablifhment.”

A nd toward fulfilling their Engagement, they 
refolved, “  T h at a Supply be granted to her Ma- 
“  jefty ”  But before they proceeded to afcertain 
the Quantum o f  that Supply, they appointed a 
Committee to infpeft the Publick Accounts, which 
they had called for, and to report their Opinion.

T h e y  then paiTed a Bill, “ For an additional Duty 
“  o f  Excife upon Beer, Ale and other Liquors, for

one Y ear,” which had been propofed in Council 
and tranfmitted in Form, according to Pcyning's
L aw , and became a Law, before the Supply was 
granted.

T h e  Committee of Accounts next made a R e
port, and received the Thanks o f the Houfe, for

fa v in g
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faving the Nation a Sum o f  one hundred and 
three thoufand, three hundred and fixty-eight 
Pounds, four Shillings and four Pence, which by 
Mifreprefentation was charged as a Debt on the 
Nation ; and then the Houfe proceeded to vote a 
Supply, which was done with the ilridleil Regard 
to the Demand from the Throne, and to their own 
Engagement.

F o r  pail T im e, they refolved -, “  T h a t the 
“  Funds formerly granted by Parliament, and the 
“  Revenue of the Kingdom, were fufficient to fup- 
“  port the Government, and to difcharge the pub- 
“  lick Debts to and from Michaelmas J703.”

F or T im e  to come, they refolved ; “  That the 
“  Supply be a Sum fufficient to make up the De- 
“  Jiciency o f  the Revenue, to fupport the necef- 
“  fary Branches o f  the Eilabliihment for two

« Years.”

T hen  they refolved ; “  T h a t a Sum not exceed- 
“  ing one hundred and fifty thoufand Pounds be 
“  granted, to make good the Deficiency o f the 
“  necejjary Branches o f  the Eilabliihment, for thç 
a  Support o f  the Government for two Years.

T he Quantum of the Supply being thus fixed, 

the W ays and Means of raifing this Supply were 
next to be thought o f : For this Purpoib they re- 

l'olved ;

D  4 I. T h a t
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1. “  T h a t  fuch Debt as fhall appear to be 
“  due to the Nation, fhall be Part of the one 
“  hundred and fifty Thoufand Pounds granted 
“  to her M ajefty.”

H. “  T h at the half Year s Quit-Rent, which 
“  became due at Michaelmas, amounting to twenty- 

nine Thouiand Pounds, is fuch a Debt due to 
“  the Nation, as ought to be taken and reckoned 
“  as Part o f the one hundred and fifty thoufand 
“  Pounds granted to her Majefty.”

III. “  T h a t  there is a further Debt o f  two 
“  thoufand, two hundred and thirteen Pounds, 
“  four Shillings and eleven Pence due to the Na- 
“  tion, which ought to be taken and reckoned as 
“  Part o f  the one hundred and fifty thoufand 
“  Pounds granted to her Majefry.”

IV. “  T h a t  the additional Duty of Excife up
on Beer, Ale and other Liquors, granted by an

“  A a  o f this prefent Seffion o f Parliament for one
"i ear, commencing Michaelmas 1 703, be va-

“  lued at, and taken for, thirty thoufand o f  the faid
“  one hundred and fifty Thoufand Pounds granted 
“  to her Majefty.”

V. “  T h at the fame additional Duty of Excife 
‘ ‘ upon Beer, Ale and other Liquors, granted 

“  for one Y e ar by A d  o f this prefent Seffion o f 
“  Parliament, be further continued upon all Beer,

“  Ale



“  A le and other Liquors, for and until Michaelmas

“  17 05.

VI. “  T h a t  the additional Duty o f  three 
14 Pence Halfpenny per Pound W eight, upon 
“  all Tobacco, which ihall be imported into 
16 this Kingdom, for two Years, ihall be taken 
“  for fifty Thoufand Pounds, o f  the one hundred 
cc and fifty Thoufand Pounds granted to her 
46 M ajefty.”

B e s i d e  thofe recited Articles, there were a d 

ditional Duties granted upon Linen, Muflin, 
Calicoes, and Molafles, and four Shillings per 
Pound on certain Penfions and Grants, the Pro
duct of which, it was expeited, would amount to 
the Remainder o f the Sum o f one hundred and 
fifty thoufand Pounds.

H e a d s  o f  a Bill were ordered upon the faid Re- 
folutions, and a L aw  afterwards pailed, to grant 
to the Queen, the feveral additional Duties men
tioned in the Refolutions, with a general Preamble, 
fetting forth, u T h a t  the Commons well knowing, 
“  that the Security, Peace, and Profperity o f this 
“  your Majefty’s Realm, neceilarily depend on 
“  the Support o f your M ajeily’s Government, have 
u in moil thankful Acknowledgment of your Ma- 
tc je fty ’s moil gracious Difpofition and tender Care 
“  to preferve your People, in the full and free En- 
u joyments o f  their Religion, Law s and Liberties, 
“  (the Effe&s and Fruits whereof do daily rejoice

44 the
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tc the Hearts of all your good Subjeóts) freely, 
u chearfuliy and unanimouily given to your Ma- 
“  jelly,

I f the Representatives of thofe Days had been 
all Prophets they could not have provided a more 
ample Proof o f  the P o w e r  of Parliament over the 
Hereditary Revenue, and o f  their T itle  to every

Surplus arifing thereupon, than this which they 
have tranfmitted to us ; with which alone we are 
able to encounter fuccefsfully every Argument that 
hath been produced in Favour o f the novel Politi
cal Maxim, of the Previous Confent of the Crown 
being neceiïary, before the Commons can even 
propofe to apply any Surplus.

F o r ,  hence we may obferve, that under the 
T it le  of a Supply e q u a l  /0  ̂ Charge, no Provifion 
can be made for future Contingencies, becaufe 
they cannot be forefeen ; therefore what are called 
extraordinary Expences o f Government (amongft 
y/hich are King's Letters) muil be in the Commons 
alone to allow or difallow, there being no Provi
fion made for them ; and that when the Charge 
and Revenue are made by Computation e q u a l ,  

i f  the Charge diminifhes, or the Revenue increafes, 
the Advantage ought to accrue to die Publick ; 
for, i f  the Publick muil repair the Deficiency, it 
ought certainly to avail it felf o f  any Improvement. 
A n d  this will be found, to have been the uniform 

Pra&ice o f Parliament.

T he
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T h e  Demand from the Throne, that the R e 
venue ihould be made e q u a l  to the Charges o f  
Government, which hath not been varied in Sub- 
fiance to this Day, fhould alone determine the 
Queition, and give up the Surplus to the Manage
ment o f  the Publick.

B u t  to remove all Pretences for even doubting, 
fortunately it happened, that at the fame time, a 
full Expofition o f  the Intentions o f  all Parties was 
made, and as clear and explicit a Declaration o f  
the Right o f the Commons, to apply every Surplus, 
as Men could think of.

T h e  Intention o f the Crown is evident, that all 
it defired was to have from the Subject, as much 
A id  as, being joined to the Produce o f the Heredi
tary-Revenue, would fupport the Government; and 
the only Support the Government expe&ed was, 
to have its Eftablifhment maintained. For by a 
fixed Eftablifhment only could the Proportion be 
afcertained between the Charge and the Revenue. 
T h e  Commons having taken the Eftablifhment 
into Confideration, (for they did not look upon 
themfelves to be bound even by that) and having 
cenfared very freely the unneceffary Branches there
of, made an Eftimate o f the ftanding Revenue ( f  
the Kingdom, and found there would be required 
one hundred and fifty thoufand Pounds, to be 
given in Aid o f that Revenue, to fupport the ne- 
ceflary Branches o f  the Eftablilhment for two 
Years.

T o
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T o  raife this Sum, they firil applied Quit-Rentj, 
due at Michaelmas, to the Value o f twenty-nine 
thoufand Pounds. Quit-Rents are undoubtedly 
Part o f the Revenue before granted to the Crown i 
and indeed that Part, that the Advocates for the 
Previous Confent moft ftrongly infift upon, to be pri
vate Eftate, as iiTuing out of Forfeitures. Y e t  with
out any Oppofition from the Servants o f  the Crown, 
this is called a Debt due to the Nation, and applied 
in exprefs Term s by the Publick, to the Ufe o f the 
Publick. T h at this Application may appear in its 
ftrongeil Light, it ihould be obferved, that the 
Provifion making for the Support of Government 
was to commence from Michaelmas 1703, at which 
time thefe Quit-Rents became due, and there
fore the Revenue unapplied at that Day was really 
a Surplus, after the Exigencies of Government 
were fatisfied, and returned to the Publick, and 
was appropriated in the Manner I have mention

ed.

N o w , Reader, be fo jufl to yourfelf and the M a
jority of your faithful Reprefentatives, as to turn to 
Page 42 of the Confderations, where you will find 
the following Words :

“ T h e  going through the Accounts,, is only to 
“  enable the Houfe to judge, what may be the 
“  Meafure for the Supply ; not to appropriate the 
“  Ballance, if any there fhould be ; for that re- 
“  mains as Money already veiled in the Crown, 
“  for Publick Services : And I do not know of

“  any



“  any Inftance, where fuch Ballance has ever been 
“  appropriated, by Parliament, without the previous 

“  Confent o f the Crown.

C a n  there be an Excufe invented for this A u 
thor, who went back to 1692, to find out a falla
cious Argument, to diveft the Commons o f a moft 
important Power, the Infpeótion o f Publick A c 
counts ; and would not ftop in his W a y , at 1703, 
to read and coniider a Precedent that would have 
faved him much Trouble in contriving, and me 
a good deal o f Labour in unraveling his intangled 

W o rk  ?

In the next Place, they applied, “  Another Debt 
“  o f  two thoufand, two hundred and thirteen 
“  Pounds, four Shillings, and eleven Pence, due 
“  to the Nation, to the fame Purpofe.”

T h i s  will admit in moft Part o f the fame Rea- 
foning with the laft.

In the third Place, they applied the Additional 
D uty o f  Excife upon Beer, & c. granted by an A i t  
o f  the fame Seffion, to the fame Purpofe, and va
lued it at thirty thoufand Pounds.

A nd  then, they proceeded to fix upon additional 

Duties to compleat the Sum.

O n e  r'ifen from tpe dead could not convince Per- 
fons, who will fhut their Eyes, and ftop their Ears 
againft fuch conclufive Evidence as this.
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I t  will probably be faid, that thefe Things are 

not mentioned in the A ft  of Parliament, and there
fore do not appear to have been legally granted.

T o  which this will be a full Anfwer : T h at they 
needed not be mentioned in the A d  of Parliament, 
which was only to authorize a new Colledion o f 
Duties ; but that the great Duties granted by the 
Act of Parliament, having been valued in the 
Committee of W ays and Means, if  thofe Debts, 
and Additional Duties were not taken as Part o f  
the Supply o f one hundred and fifty thoufand 
Pounds, it would have been deficient in the Sum 
o f fixty one thoufand, two hundred, and thir
teen Pounds, four Shillings and eleven Pence.

I n the Sellions o f  1705 and 1707, there do not 
appear any Particulars remarkable upon this Oc- 
cafion.

E u t  in 1709» Committee o f Accounts re

ported ; “  That there will remain in Credit to the 
“  Nation at Midfummer 1709, over and above all 
“  Charges of Government, feventy one thoufand 
«  and nineteen Pounds, one Shilling and five 
“  Pence.”

T h i s  confiderable Surplus, very confiderable 
indeed, when the Supply for one Year amounted 
but to feventy-five thoufand Pounds, was the par

ticular Object and Care o f  the Earl of Wharton,

then
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then Lord Lieutenant, who, doubtlefs, wifhed to fee 
it difpofed o f to the beft Advantage : And there
fore propofed in his Speech from the Throne,
44 T h at the Commons fhonld take into Conlidera- 
44 tion, whether it would not be for their Service 
44 to put fome of their Fortifications in a better 
44 Condition o f Defence; and whether it w o u l d  

44 not be reafonable for them to have a luiiicient 
“  Quantity of Ammunition and warlike Stores al- 
44 ways before hand ; and whether it would not 
44 be abfolutely neceffary to think o f  building feme 
4C proper and fafe Place for the keeping of thol^ 
44 Arms and Stores, which they had already, and 
44 which they m ight think fit thereafter to pro- 
44 vide.”  .

T h e  Ingenuity of Men could not devife a more 
e ffe c tu a l Method to difpofe of a Redundancy.

T h e  Houfe o f  Commons o f  Ireland never 
wanted Generofity to their Governors, when they 
were not dealt with roughly, and this Governor 
was too well accuainted with the World, not to1

know how to pleafe thofe he wanted to win.

So that the Committee o f  Supply, having, as u- 
fual, voted a Supply for the neceflary 44 Branches 
44 o f the Eftablifhment,” in the next Place re- 
folved ;

44 T h a t  a  Supply be granted to his Majefty for 
44 buying Arms, Ammunition, and other warlike 
44 Stores for the Militia o f this Kingdom ; and for

44 building
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“  building and providing Ariènals in the feveral 
“  Provinces o f the Kingdom, to lodge and fecure 
“  the faid Arms, and Ammunition and other war- 
“  like Stores.”

A n d  what amounts to a Demonilration, that the 
Redundancy was the Fund for this new Charge is 
this, that the Supply granted for the ufual Service 
o f  the Publick, and for thefe additional Services, 
which befpoke great Expence, was but the old one 
o f feventy-five thoufand Pounds per Annum ; and 
that inftead of adding new Duties, the old Duties 
upon white, painted, and Jiained Callicoes, and all other 
Sorts of Linen, were granted to the Ufe o f the Linen 
Manufacture.

In i 710, the Committee o f Accounts reported 
in the firit Place, “  T h a t  t h e  B a l l a n c e  d u e  

“  t o  t h e  N a t i o n  a t  M i d s u m m e r  1709, a - 

“  m o u n t i n g  t o  s e v e n t y -o n e  t h o u s a n d  a n d  

“  n i n e t e e n  P o u n d s , o n e  S h i l l i n g  a n d  f i v e  

“  P e n c e , H a l f - p e n n y , h a s  b e e n  d u l y  c r e - 

“  Di TED t o  t h e  P u b l i c k  and reported alfo a 
new Ballance o f  eleven thoufand, five hundred,- 
forty-feven Pounds, feven Shillings and eleven 
Pence, to be due to the Nation at Midfummer 
1710.

In  171 i ,  the Committee o f  Accounts, with like 
Care, reported, “  T h a t  t h e  B a l l a n c e  i n  1710 
“  w a s  d u l y  c r e d i t e d  t o  t h e  P u b l i c k  ; and 
“  that there was then in Credit to the Nation a Sum

«  o f
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a  o f fix thoufand, four hundred, thirty-three 
44 Pounds, feventeen Shillings and feven Pence.

I n  1 7 1 3,  there was no Report from the Com
mittee of Accounts, the Parliament having been 
fuddenly prorogued, for a Reafon herein before 
related.

B u t  in 1 7 1 5, the Committee o f  Accounts car
ried back their Inquiry to the Year 1 7 1 1 ,  and re
ported, 4 4  T h a t  d u e  C r e d i t  h a d  b e e n  g i v e n  

4 6  t o  t h e  P u b l i c k  f o r  t h ê  B a l l a n c e  i n

“  1711*”

I n  the Committee o f Supply o f  this Year, there 
is a very remarkable Refolution, which fhews the 
great Care and Nicety there was in thofe Days, 
that the Publick fhould have due Credit upon all Oc- 
cafions. There was, as there is Hill, upon the E - 
ftablifhment, a certain Provifion for the Support 
o f Barracks : T h is  having been provided for, but 
not expended, the Committee o f Sup'pJy reiolved, 
4C T h at Credit ought to be given to the Kingdom 
4C for feven thoufand, one hundred, forty-two 
4t Pounds, three Shillings and a Farthing, being 
44 unillued o f the Barrack-Fund which reduced 
the Debt of the Nation, as reported by the Com
mittee o f  Accounts, to fixteen thoufand, one 
hundred and fix Pounds, eleven Shillings, and one 
Half-penny, which was the firft Debt contra&ed 
by the Kingdom.

E
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In this Seflion fifty thoufand Pounds were bor
rowed at Intereft, to put the Kingdom into a pro
per Condition of Defence ; left any Disturbance, 
encouraged by the Rebellion in Scotland, fhould 
happen therein, in Favour of the Pretender.

In the Committee of W ays and Means, “  T h e  
“  Produce of a Bill paiTed, for granting additional 
‘ ‘  Duties upon Beer, Ale, Strong Waters, T o -  
“  bacco, and other Goods, and Merchandizes for 
“  fix Months,”  was voted Part o f  the Supply, as 
was before done in the Year 1703.

A nd there can be no Difpute that this was as 
abfolute a Law, as any of thofe that created the 
Hereditary Revenue ; and that, if the Commons 
had not a Right to apply to the Publick Service, 
the Produce o f  the Hereditary-Revenue, neither 
had they o f this recent Law. It was as full a 
Grant to the Crown ; the Truft was the fame in 
the one as the other ; yet did not the leaft Objec
tion arife to this Application.

T o  pay the Intereft of the fifty thoufand Pounds, 
fome additional Taxes were created; amongft 
which was one of four Shillings in the Pound up
on Penfions and Employments : But thefe new 
Taxes were added to the aggregate Fund, and no 
feparate Account kept of them.

T he Debt then in 1715  was the Sum o f fixty- 
fix thoufand, one hundred and fix Pounds, eleven 
Shillings and one Half-penny, and grew in 1717

to
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to ninety-four thouiànd, five hundred and forty- 
four Pounds, thirteen Shillings and two Pence, 
three Eighths.

In 1719, the Debt fell to eighty-feven thoufand, 
five hundred and eleven Pounds, four Shillings 
and feven Pence Farthing ; in 1721, to feventy- 
feven thoufand, two hundred, and fixty-one Pounds, 
fix Shillings and feven Pence; and in 1723, to 
fixty-fix thoufand, three hundred and eighteen 
Pounds, eight Shillings, and three Pence Far
thing.

In  thofe feveral Inilances o f  reducing the na
tional Debt, fince the Year 17 1 7 , no other Means 
were made ufe o f for that Purpofe, but an Appli
cation o f  the feveral Surplufes. Hence it is mani- 
feft, that in that time a Sum o f twenty-eight thou
fand, two hundred, and twenty-fix Pounds (being 
the Surplus upon the whole Revenue) was, without 
Hefitation or Contradiction, applied to eafe fo 
much of what was called the national Debt : And it 
is as fure that this was done, without any Form o f 
Previous Confent, but in the ordinary Manner o f 
accounting, between Debtor and Creditor ; the fame 
manner, that hath been continued to this Day, as 
will hereafter clearly appear.

I n 1725, the Debt grew to one hundred and 
nineteen thoufand, two hundred and fifteen Pounds, 
five Shillings and th re e P en ce; in 1727, to one 
hundred and twenty-feven thoufand, three hundred 
and feventy-one Pounds, fifteen Shillings and fix

E  2 Pence ;



Pence ; and in 1729, to two hundred and twenty 
thoufand, feven hundred and thirty Pounds, fif
teen Shillings and three Pence.

T h i s  great Debt occafioned fo large an Arrear 
upon the Eftablifhment, efpecially upon the M ili
tary Part thereof, that it caufed Inconveniences 
and Difficulties to the Government; which the 
Commons refolved to remove, not having any rea- 
fonable Hopes, that the ordinary Revenue would 
be fufficient to reduce fo confiderable a Debt, in 
any convenient time. For this Purpofe they re
folved to borrow one hundred and fifty thoufand 
Pounds, and to provide a feparate Fund, to pay 
the Intereft o f  that and the fifty thoufand formerly 
borrowed, until the Principal ihould be paid off: 
Becaufe, as the Preamble to the A£t expreifed,
“  So great a Debt could not a t  p r e s e n t  be dif- 
“  charged, and the neceifary Branches o f your 
“  Majeity’s Eftablifhment fupported, without fuch 
“  Supplies as would greatly burthen your Majef- 
“  ty’s faithful Subjects of this Kingdom.”

T o w a r d  paying this Intereft, they took the T a x  
o f four Shillings per Pound upon Penfions and Em 
ployments, which was originally added to the ag
gregate Fund for Payment o f the Intereft o f fifty 
thoufand Pounds, from the ordinary Supply, and 
made it Part of this appropriated Fund, by which 
the Intereft of the whole Debt was to be paid.

A n o t h e r  great Arrear grew upon the Efta
blifhment of 17 31, and it was found neceffary toborrow
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borrow one hundred thoufand Pounds more, to add 

it to the former Debt, and to appropriate the 

fame Fund to the Payment of the Intereft o f  this 
new Debt alfo, and to apply its Surplus, whatever 
it might be, toward difcharge o f the Principal, by 
a new Law , with the like Preamble, importing,

T h at fo great a Debt could not a t  p r e s e n t  

“  be difcharged, and the neceifary Branches of the 
44 Eftablifhment fupported.”

T h e r e  were afterwards other Sums borrowed ? 
and placed upon the fame Fund, to be paid Inte- 
reft thereout.

T h e  Law for providing this Intereft had never 
any Continuance longer than for two Years ; and one 
political Reafon, plainly to be di (covered, was, that 
though they could not a t  p r e s e n t  difcharge'the 
Principal, out o f the ufual Supplies, (which, truly 
they had a gloomy Profpeót o f ever being able to 
do) yet it was not fit totally to give it up, as a 
thing altogether defperate ; and therefore, by giv
ing the Law but two Years Continuation, they re
ferred a Power o f  applying any Surplus that might 
arife to this P u b l i c k  Service.

W h e t h e r  this Reafon was exprefled or im
plied it matters not. It is clear, that the Publick 
Accounts always did keep the Principal and In
tereft of the Debt feparate ; and in the National 
State o f the Account, made up and figned by his 
Majefty’s Accountant-General, the Principal Debt 
hath always been carried on as a Charge againft

E  3 the



the Nation, without any Notice taken o f Intereft ; 
and Credit hath ever been given for the Surplus a- 
rifing upon the Fund provided for paying Intereft, 
and made applicable by Law, to go toward the Dif- 
charge of the Principal.

F o r  the Illuftration of this Matter, I mult infot 
States of the National Account at different Pe
riods.

[ 7 0 ]

A  g e n e r a l  State of the National Account, from 
Lady-day 1749, to Lady-day 1751.

Hereditary Revenue, nett 0000or

00 18 i
Additional Duties, nett, with

Poundage ------ - ------ 366683 I 3
Surplus of Loan Duties, over In-

tereft ------- ------ - — 26647 2 3
i 2.66131 2 S i

Debt of the Nation at Lady-day

1749 ------  — ------ - 205117 l8 6
Civil L i f t --------- — --------- 1 4 6 1 3 4 8 4|
Military Eftablifhment —  — 766151 19 i

Payments purfaant to A6t of Par
liament, & c ,  —  — 126356 14 f r

~ a

1 2 4 3 7 6 1 O « 4
W hich being deducted from the

amount of the Revenues, there
will remain in Credit to the
Nation at Lady-day 1 7 5 1 — 22370 I I I »

'S
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A  g e n e r a l  State o f the National Account f r o m 

Lady-day 17 5 1, to Lady-day 1 753.

Credit remaining to the Nation at
Lady-day 1751 ----------  —  22370 1 11

Hereditary Revenue, nett —  866672 6 3
Additional Duties, nett, with

Poundage Fees ---------- — 349733 13 10
Surplus o f Loan Duties, over and

above Intereft ---------- — 25089 h 1 1
« r i 263865 16• 11

Civil Lift i 437°5 0 8
Military Eftablifhment ---------- 762571 7 7
Payments purfuant to A6ts of

Parliament, ---------- 152415 9 7
1058691 17 10

W hich being deducted from the
former Credit and Revenues,
there will remain in Credit to
the Nation at Lady-day 1753. 205173 19 i

I t  is not a little furprizing, that it fhould be 
thought at this T im e  neceflary, to wait for the 
Confent o f the Crown, to apply what the Crown 
hath already, by its Servants, given the Nation 
Credit for, and which only waits for proper Appli
cation. But the Obfervatiofis have made two O b

jections to my Train  o f  Argument which muft be 
anfwered, or all the Pains I have taken will little 
avail.

E  4 In
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In ftatingthe Account of 1745, he faith, “  That 
“  the National Debt appears to be but two hun- 
“  dred and fifty-eight thoufand, five hundred and 
« feventeen Pounds, ten Shillings, and fix Pence,
“  and at the fame T im e the Nation paid Intereit 
“  for three hundred and thirty-five thoufand 
“  Pounds ; and that the Revenue exceeded the 
“  Charge o f Government, in the two Years imme- 
*l diately preceding, by the Sum of feventy-one 
“  thoufand, nine hundred and forty-feven Pounds.”

B e it fo : W hat is the Inference ? That it is ex- , 
traordinary, that the Nation Jhould be reported, to be in 
Debt but two hundred and fifty-eight thoufand, five  
hundred and fiventeen Pounds, ten Shillings and fix  
Pence -, and Jhould i f  it had a Power over the Surplus, • 
without the P r e v i o u s  C o n s e n t  of the Crown, pay 
at the fame time Inter eft for fo much a greater Sum ; 
and not only fubmit to this Hardjhip, but alfo raife a 
further Sum of fevenly thoufand Pounds, at Intefejl.

T h e  Author of thefe Obfervations will find, if 
he pleafes to examine, that the Difference between 
the two Debts, amounts but to feventy-fix thou
fand four hundred and eighty-two Pounds, nine 
Shillings and fix Pence and that the Ballance in 
theTreafury was really at that T im e but thirty- 
three thoufand, fix hundred and nineteen Pounds, 
feven Shillings and ten Pence ; and that the former 
Difference was occafioned by the Nation having 
Credit for, all Arrears, fome o f which never will 

become Cafh. This Matter was not forgotten to
be



be mentioned in the Houfe at that time ; but up
on receiving this fair Anfwer, was not further in
filled upon. Yet let us fuppofe the whole Sum 
had been in the Treafury -, will any Men of Loy
alty fay, that the C o m m o n s  of I r e l a n d , diftin- 
guifhed for their firm Attachment to the illuflrious 
Houfe of H a n o v e r , ihould not rather borrow 
any Sum they wanted at any Intereft, than to take 
from that Treafure, at a Seafon when an Army 
of S c o t c h  Rebels had prefumed to march into the 
Heart of E n g l a n d ; when all the P r o t e s t a n t s  

in I r e l a n d  were arming, to attend every Call for 
the Service of their Excellent K i n g  and his Royal 
Houfe, whofe Succefs alone could give them Se
curity.

A n d  indeed the NeceiTity of not touching that 
Money appeared evidently in 1747, when the 
Charge of Government exceeded the Revenue by 
fifty-feven thoufand, eight hundred and thirty-fe- 
ven Pounds, fixteen Shillings and four Pence -, 
which appears by the National Account of that
Seffion, v iz.

Charge of Government --------------- 914206 15 1
National Revenue, nett, ------ - 856368 18 9

Difference 57837 16 4
B y this true State o f  the Cafe, it feems, that 

if  the Commons had not been more prudent, than 
the Observations would have had them, the Govern
ment would have lain under frefh Difficulties, at aTime
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Tim e when they could not have been eafily 
ihaken off.

I t  doth not appear there was any Surplus 'wor
thy the Confideration o f Parliament, until the French 
War ended in 1748: Then indeed there was fo 
prodigious an Importation of Food for Luxury, that 
the ReveiiUe afforded an unnatural Redundancy ; 
and it cannot be laid to the Charge o f the Com 
mons that they let the firft Opportunity pafs them, 
for they made the Application o f  128000/. in 1749.

T h  e se Obfervations have made ufe o f  one Ar
gument to captivate, that, if true, would not anfwer 
their Purpofe long ; but as it is falle, muil in the 
End bring great Prejudice to their Caufe.

I t  begins, Page 20, obferving, « That in the 
“  Year 1741, there were Savings to the Nation,

“  On the Military Eflablifhment 178130 n  o
“  On the Civil L i f t ----------T „

I 7 9 3 3 2 12 2

« which,”  they add, “  was a very great Eafe to the 
u Nation.”

P a g e  21 , they make the like Remark o f the 
Year 1743.

Page 22, of the Year 1745.

A nd
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A nd Page 23, o f  the Year 1747- And in fuc- 
ceeding Pages they repeat the Remark o f  the fol

lowing Periods.

In Pages 36 and 37, they apply their D oihine lo 
ufe, and carry a Lift of all the Savings, which they 
make to amount to f o u r  hundred, fixty-nine thoufund, 

fiv e hundred and one Pounds : And in Page 38, have 
drawn from the W hole this notable ConcUifion,
“  T h a t  it appears, that the redundant Money in the 
“  Treafury, did not arife, as fome have vainly 
“  imagined, from Exceedings in the Aids granted 
“  to the Crown. It arofe from Savings on the 
“  Military Eftablifhment, and Civil L  ft, which a-
11 mounted to above 100000/. more than the 
“  higheft Loan, and other D ebt o f  the Nation 
«  ever was.”  And Page 39, they boaft, “  T h a t  
“  they have confined themièlves to Fafls ,  that 
“  cannot be controverted,”  and that therefore 
they believe \ i l  T h a t  the unprejudiced Reader, will 
« find fufficient Reafon to judge, that the Fomen- 

tors o f  the rejecting the Bill, (that is, the Majority 

“  of the Houfe of Commons) do not deferve the much 

“  refpedted Names o f  P a t r i o t s ,  a n d  D e f e n -  
“  d e r s  of  t h e  L i b e r t i e s  o f  t h e i r  C o u n t r y .

T h e  Friends o f that M a j o r i t y  o f the C o m 

m o n s  (of which Number, in Pride, I profefs my 
felf one) will ftruggle hard before they lofe thofe 
much refpetted Names, which are given them by 
about two Millions o f  People, notwithftanding all
the irregular Attempts made to poifon their 0 Minds.



Minds. Therefore I muft take the Liberty to 
controvert the Fads, upon which the Obfervations are founded.

I s h a l l  not take any Notice of the Savings upon 
the Civil Lift ; they are not worth repeating.

The Military Savings are the only Objeft wor
thy Confideration, and (hall be fully explained. E- 
very Body muft itmember that the War with Spain 
broke out in 1739* the War with France in 
«743) or thereabout. Ireland is, in Time of Peace, a 
Nurfery for Troops for Great-Britain ; therefore in 
War time thefe Troops are, as many as are want
ed, carried into Great-Britain or abroad, as Occa- 
fion requires. Great-Britain having had upon her 
Hands at once a War with two fuch formidable 
Powers, was obliged to exert all her Force ; to keep 
her Garifons full abroad to prevent Surprizes; to 
adt ofFenfively in America, and upon the Continent 
of Europe ; and defenfively at Home, Pro aris &  

focis, againft Scotch Rebels, a&ing in Favour of 
a Popish Pretender, fupported by France. 
In thefe various Diftreffcs ihe had a Right to com
mand all the Troops of this Country to her Aifif- 
tance ; and ihe did command them as fhe pleafed ; 
and lhe might have commanded, in the fame man
ner, every P r o t e s t a n t  in I r e l a n d  that could 
have carried a Mufket, or made even one of a Bag- 

gage-gmrd. The leaft Murmur was not heard in 
I r e l a n d , though ihe paid fomeof her Troops out 
of the Kingdom upon that Occafion : So zealous
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were all to fpend their Blood and Treafure in the 

glorious Caufe.

W h e n e v e r  the Eftablifhment is laid before the 
Houfe of Commons for a Supply, it is provided 
for as if ir were full, though it is well known not 
to be full at the T im e ; but it is fo ordered, left 
it may happen to be full before the fucceeding 
Seffion. This was the Cafe throughout the W ar, 
and therefore the Difference, between the Provi- 
lion made, and the Expence incurred, fhould not, 
for it cannot properly be called a Saving. T h e  
Accountants charge the Nation with the whole E '  
ftablifhment, and give them Credit for as much 
o f  the Eftablifhment as was not full. W h at A d
vantage hath the Nation, by this ? It cannot need 
much Proof, that it greatly redounds to the Profit 
o f  the Kingdom, to keep its Eftablilhment full, 
though a greater Expence were to follow.

B u t  granting this to be a Saving ; how much 
thereof is in the Treafury ? Very little, truly. T o  
prove this, I need only fhew the fallacious Method 
o f  ftating the Account, by the Obfervations, to 
the Year 1749-» at which the Surplus was firft ap
plied by Parliament to the Payment of the Debt.

■ m ‘
L . s. d.

T he  Saving in 1741, fay the
Obfervations, was, ---------- —  1 79332 12 2

T h e  National Account for 1741, tells a very- 

different Story.

[ 77 ]

C harge



l. s. d,

Charge o f Government 929859 9 4
Revenue Nett —  —  „ 876810 14 7

Charge above Revenue 53048 14 9 which
increaied the National Debt juil fo much: W here 
were the Savings and the Eafe to the Nation ?

So in 1 743, fay they, the /. d.
Saving was . 113562 7 4

Behold again the National Account at that Period.

I I  s. d.
Charge of Government —  898108 9 9
Revenue Nett ------ - —  894258 16 2

Charge above Revenue 3849 13 7 which
again increafed the national Debt.

In 1745 and 1747 they make /. s. d. 
the Saving —— • —  105299 10 8

T h e  National Account ilands thus :

I. s. d.
Revenue Nett ------  1773609 8 4
Charge of Government 1755650 6 11

Revenue above Eilabliment 179^9 1 5 which
was carried to the Credit o f  the Nation as a 
Surplus.

So that the fuppofed Redundancy, mifreprefent- 
ed to have grown in that T im e, o f three hundred,

ninety-
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ninety-eight thoufand one hundred and ninety-four 
Pounds, ten Shillings and two Pence, is thus re
duced to ieventeen thouiand, nine hundred, and 
fifty-nine Pounds, one Shilling and five Pence.

A n d  ftill it is made lefs confiderable by the 
Revenue o f  1745 and J747 exceeding the

Revenue o f 1 7 4 1 and I 743> ^y a Sum

2539 l- -1 ? s- 7 d-

W h a t  a Caufe mull this be, that cannot bear a 
critical Examination o f the Arguments propagated 
for it’s Support ? Figures can only deceive the 
Man, who underftandeth them not, or will 
not examine them. T h e y  ferve extremely well
to impofe upon the ignorant, or the indolent. 
T h e  indolent will fay, who could think that
any Perfon, for Favour or Intereft, fhould ven
ture his Reputation upon a F a d , that might fome 
T im e  ago be in the Breafts o f a few only, but 
by the printing o f the Commons Journal, is now

open to every Body.

It  fhould then be an inviolable Rule with an 
indolent Perfon, never to condemn the accufed 
till he examines well -, for there is no T ru it  to be 
put in Party-Writers. If  their Arguments be 
formed on F ad s, be lure the F a d s  are impartially 
ftated, before you allow their Arguments the de-

fired Force.

I have yet one Part of the Confederations to take
Notice of, that offers Precedents to fupport their

Caufe.

[ 79 ]



Caufe. Thefe are Englijh or Irijh. T h e  Englijh 
Precedents in the Cafes of the Excife and Gin A d s  
anfwer themfelves ; for thefe were to affed an 
Eftate granted to the King for his Life, and fepe- 
cially appropriated to the Support of his Houjhold 
and Civil Lift, not given in General for publick Ser
vices, but for certain publick Services. As there was 
no other Fund out o f which thefe Services could 
be fupplied, it was agreeable to the ftrid  Rules o f 
Juftice, that the Confent o f the Crown ihould be 
fir ft had, before that Fund ihould be affeded pre
judicially. But Eftates that are veiled in the 
Crown, by Common or Statute Law, for Publick 
Services generally, ftand upon a quite different 
Footing, as will be beft explained, by two well 
known Inftances, that, I fuppofe, will be admit
ted, at leaft to counterpoife thofe in the Con

federations.

T h e  firft is, the A d  o f Refeumption of Irifh Grants 
in the Reign of King W illiam , which paifed not 
only without his previous Confent, but diredly a- 
gainft his known Inclination -, fo that in order to com
pel him to give his Afefent, it was confolidated with 
the Money-Bill for paying the Army and Fleet ; 
and the Commons not only pofitively and peremp
torily refufed to fubmit a third Part to the K ing’s 
Difpofal, but alfo tied up and fecured the Quit- 
Rents, from being ever alienable. T h e  next is 
more recent, for it happened in 1739, and is to be 
feen by every Body in the 17th Volume of the Par
liamentary Debates, Page 429.

[ 8o ] . -
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A  Bill was moved, fo r  the more effeftual fecu-
ring the Trade o f his M ajejiÿs Britifh Subjects in A-
xnericâ, an#for the Encouragement o f Seamen to enter
into his Majefty's Service, which Bill was intended,
partly to give all Captures made at Sea to Britiih 
Sailors.

I t  was objected by the Servants1 o f  the Crown, 
amongft whom was a Gentleman now a principal 
M inijler of celebrated Honour and Prudence -, “  T h a t  
“  by the Conftitution, the Crown has the foie and’ 
«  abfolute Property in every Ship and her Cargo 
“  that is taken from an Enemy, by any o f  his M a . 
“  je tty ’s Ships o f  W a r  ; and therefore, when any 
“  Share o f a Prize is given or promifed to the 
“  Captors, it ought to be confidered as a gracious 
“  Condeicenfion in the Crown ; and that no L aw  
“  fhould be ever propofed for that Purpofe, until 
“  a MelTage was brought from the Crown : T h a t  
‘ ‘  adting otherwife would be a direft Encroach- 
“  ment upon the Prerogative Royal.’* A nd 
this was enforced by all the Eloquence and 
Reafon that the T h in g  would admit of.

In Anfwer, “  T h e  Property o f  the Crown was 
“  admitted ; but it was infifted, to be veiled in 
“  the Crown, as a Truftee for the Publick -, and that 
“  Minifters may be puniihed for a Mifapplication 
“  o f  that, as well as any other Property belonging 

to the Publick : T h a t  though it was a Bill for al- 
“  tering, nay, for abolifhing one o f  the Preroga-

F  «  lives



l«]
it fjygs o f the Crown, it could not be admitted 
«  as ,a, Maxim, that , no Alteration &x\ be made 
« with Regard to any of the Prerogatives of 
«  the Crown, unlefs le^ve; be given to do f o ^
« a previous Meilàge from the Crown. _ .

• v-• ' i'i C\ V
T he Gentlemen, who fpoke againft the Bill,

thought proper to drop their Oppoiition, and it

became a L a w : And L d o * q t  remember,^to have
beard, that any o f  the T^mifters wêre pumihed,
forgiviijg  up the Point -, or that th^ q.entipmen,
who fuçé^ded in the Debate, > y è ^ c lia rg è a
with, ;oç,fufpefted of, carrying about tfieni a Spirit

o f  Rebellion. _ ; 4 ; - n ai n  d

y J : no ■ - 'r  ' j i>HB i ‘iii f! ■ - Ï  -
I .d o  not indeed think, that P r e c e d e s , in the 

Britijh Parliament, ca%in all Points direft the Irijb  
Parliament,.; becaufe in many Things they confti- 
tutionaliy differ: B u t  wh,^e Precedents ̂ e  brought
on one Side,.the^eft-M^t^od tç.ënd the Difpute is, 
to produce ç>n the other Side, .Precedents ilrongcE, 
and more1 pointed, as J& f) have been,; litigated* 
and fuch I apprehepdj thofe to be, which have

now offered,!; :im r» bluovf g IT u:h teffr n %

T he Injh Precedents are taken froni Addreiles 
to the Lord Lieutenant; in Favour of the. College  

and Charter-Schools, “  T h a t  he woulcj lay before, 
cC his Majefty their humble Defire, that his Majefty 
u would be pleafed,QUt of his. Royal Bounty, to givey 
“  T his is defiring “  a Favour and acknow-
“  1 edging a Bounty7 which would be abfurd, if  the 

*« Crown had not the Right of Application,”

T his
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T h i s  is indeed catching at a Straw. A re not 

all Grants o f  M oney made to the King ? M uft not 
all Applications be in his Name ? Ia not this allowed 
by every Body ? But do not the Commons, even in 
thofe Inftances, point out an Application o f certain 
Sums, to certain Ufes, not-before provided for in 
the Committee o f  Supply ? Such an Application 
muit be called Bounty, beqaufe it cannot be called 
a Publick Service, being given to a Private Ufe : 
For though the College and Charter-Schools are 
moil; worthy oi the Patronage and Care o f  the 
Publick, y e t  they are immediately under -the G o 
vernment o f  private Corporations, and therefore, in 
a Parliamentary Senfe, are not ranked with Publick- 

Services. . . i. : :

sd l  o >-• j ..ixil r:i îoo 'r
T he W o rd  Bounty is..certainly relative to the

Nature o f the Grant. It being then a Matter o f  
Bounty, -it would be altogether Anti-Conilitutional 
to Addrefs his Majefty, that he would be pleafed, 
out o f  their Bounty, to give, though it is well 
known the Commons m uil make good any D efi
ciency. Thefe modern -Addreffes are taken from 
thofe of long ftanding : T h a t in favour o f the 
College is a Tranfcript from another o f 172 1, 
as to the Bounty. A t that T im e  the Nation was 
in Debt in the Sum o f 7 72,61 /; whofe Bounty was 

it then ?

B u t  this will be very clear, i f  Attention fhall 
be given to the Manner o f  addreiling for Publick- 
Service.

F a  I n
\



t 84]
In i 715, an humble Add refs was prefented to 

his Majeity, “  Humbly befeechinghim to allow the 
“  half-pay Officers full half-pay from Auguft laft, 
“  and promifmg to make good any Deficiency.’ ’

A n o t h e r  Addrefs was prefented, humbly de- 
firing, “  T h a t Mr. Topham might be put upon the 
“  Eftablifhment for a Sallary o f three hundred 
“  Pounds per Annum, as Regifter o f  the Records 
“  of the Forfeitures in this Kingdom.”

In i 721, an humble Addrefs was laid before his 
Majefty, “  T h at one Penny per Diem, clear o f  all 
“  Deductions, be added to the Pay o f  each o f  the 
“  effective Soldiers o f the feveral Regiments of 
“  Foot in this Kingdom, except to the Regiments 
“  of Foot which fhall be on Duty in Dublin.”

T h e  Lord Lieutenant’s Anfwer will ihew, that 
notwithftanding the Humility o f the Addrefs, it 
was taken as a Grant.

“  I will, faid the Lord Lieutenant, by the firft 
“  Opportunity, lay this Addrefs before his Majefty, 
“  which I doubt not will be very acceptable, as it 
“  is a farther Inftance o f the Duty and Loyalty of 
“  the Houfe o f  Commons, and will greatly 
** tend to the Support of his Majefty’s Govern- 
“  ment.”

ORober



October 25, 1721.  A n  Addreis was prefented to 
the Lord Lieutenant “  T h at he would lay before 
«  his Majefty the bumble Defire o f  the Houfe, that 
« his Majefty will be pleafed to order, that a Sum 

o f  five hundred Pounds be given to Stephen 
Cojlelloe for the many Services performed bv 

“  him to the Publick"

T his Jaft Inrtance efpecially juftifies me in the 
Diftindion I have made with Refpeft to publick 
and private Applications o f  Money ; that no more 
is meant by Bounty than to exprefs it as a Matter 
o f  a private Nature, and that it admits no o- 
ther Sort o f  Property in the Crown, than the o- 
thers do, that is, a T ruft for the Publick. I f  it were 
otherwife, how happened it that Application was 
made to the Commons ? For it is very well known, 
that the very Sums were agreed upon before the 
Motions were made. I fuppofe the Application 
was made for this plain Reafon, becaufe the Pub
lick Money was to be accounted for before them, 
and thofe could not be called Publick Services, 
fuch as the Publick Revenue is granted for ; and 
o f  Couriè no Part o f  that Revenue which had 
been granted for Support o f the Eftabliihment 
only, could, without Mifapplication, which the 
Sandtion o f  the Commons obviated, be applied to 
private Ufes, or in another W ord, in Bounty,

B u t  be that as it may, though the Commons 
had, through their great Refped for the Crown, 
ul'ed W ords in an Addreis, that might be 
wrçfted to favour a Prerogative ; yet I muft infift
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upon it, that it cannot be conclufive, whilft there 
are ftronger and more explicite Precedents on the 
other Side. Such I fhall now produce, and fo 

clofe my Evidence.

In the Seffion o f  1751; an Addrefs was, at the 
Inftance of the Principal Servants of the Crown, 
prefented to his Grace the Lord Lieutenant, « T h at 
a  would be plea fed to lay before his Majefty 
« the bumble Defire of the Houfe, that a Sum, not 
tc exceeding the Sum of twenty-four thoufand 
ii Pounds, might be laid out in making Addi-
“  t i o n s  t o ,  and providing Necelïàries, foi theAccom-
« modationof his Majefty’s Troops inthenew Bar- 

«  racks, and in building, rebuilding and repairing 
«  fuch other Barracks, as his Majefty fhall judge ne- 
«  ceffary for the more convenient Reception o f his 

Forces, and the more effectual Security o f the

“  Kingdom .”

I f there were Authority in the Crown to ex
pend this Money, without fuch Addrefs ; why was 
it moved for, when there was lo confiderable a Sum 
in the Treafury ? Surely, more Caution fhould 
have been ufed in a Matter grown fo tender by the 
then late Tranfa&ions relative to the Money-Bill. 
M ay  an ordinary Man not furmife, that it was not 
thought quite fecure to truft to the Preamble paft a 

little before ?

T h e  laft Inftance fhall be the Eftimate drawn

up by an Officer of the Crown, and delivered by
him
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him to his Majefty’s principal Servants, Members 
o f  the Houiç o f Commons, for their Direction in 
moving for the Quantup o f  Supply.

:.v! ■ , i , ( i !  -  in  »•
Charge o f  Civil Eft^blifhment

at £■ 79 3 9 9 : 14 7 yeariy, . a- 
mounts, for two Years, to Dec.

2 5 j - i 755 11 ----------- —  i 58799 9 2
Charge of Military Eftabliih- 

ment at 391631 16 3# yearly, 
amounts for two Years to Dec.

25, *755 ---------- —  783263 12 7
'1 *..f| t__ : • • ’

Amounting to— 944063 1 9

T o w a r d s  a n s w e r i n g  w h i c h  

m u s t  b e  a p p l i e d  t h e  S u m  

r e m a i n i n g  i n  C r e d i t  t o  

t h e  N a t i o n  a t  L a d y -  

d a y ,  1 753 — — —  247162 18 3|

A ls o  the N ett Produce o f  the 
Hereditary Revenue, taken at 
a Medium o f feven Years laft 

paft ---------  ----------  39379^

M aking together— 640958 18 3 s.

rÂ&n' V .iS'  ̂ * Ti UK. Trn, l ■
Remains— 301104 3 5|

Add to this Grants by Parliament— 46468 13 4 

Qmntwn o f Supply to be aiked—-347572 16 91
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L e t  not the Officer be blamed for having done 

this ; let it not be fufpeded, that he hath betrayed 
the Caufe, which he was employed to advance. No  

iiich T h in g . He hath but followed the Precedents 
that have come down fucceflively from 1 703.

C o u l d  any Reader believe, that the much
abufed Commons had all this to fay for them-
felves ? Or can he now believe, that thofe whq
have moft abufed them, knew that all this was
faid for them before publickly ? Yet the F a d  is fo ;
for in Truth, this is but a Recapitulation o f fun-
dry Speeches, with a more corred Detail, per
haps, of Faits.

C a n  he fufped from what is here related, or 
from any of the Arguments made ufe of, that there 
was the leaft Spirit of Rebellion in the Majority, or 
the leaft Difpofition to throw off their Dependant 
upon the Crown o f Greal-Britain ?

Y e t  in this Light have they been reprefented 
by their Enemies in England. But this is a ftale ■ 
Device. In the Beginning o f this Century, the 
rruftees,aéhng under the famous Refumption Law, 

let up a very Inquifition in this Country, fufpended’ 
all Law but their own, and were in all Things more 
like the Roman Decemviri in their corrupt State, 
than like Perfons only impowered to a d  under the 
gentle Authority of England. T h e  People thus 
aggrieved could not help complaining : A n d  then 
they were reprefented as Perfons deiirous o f deli-

vering
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vering themfclves from a Subje&Ion to an Englijb 
Government. T h e  Com m ons, when they m et 
in 1703, ihewed a well-fpirited Refentment for this 
baie Mifreprefentation, to ibme o f the Authors o f 
it ; and reftored themfelves to the Favour o f the 
Crown by an Addrefs, in which they thus delivered 
their Sentiments clearly and emphatically.

“ W e  cannot, but with the deepeft Concern, take 
** Notice to your Majefty, that our Enemies, by 
“  many groundlefs and malicious Calumnies, have 
“  mifreprefented us, (the fad and fevere EfFeits 
“  whereof we too fenfibly feel) and efpecially, as 
“  if  we thought ourfelves, or defired to be, inde- 
“  pendant o f the Crown o f  England.

“  Ik Duty therefore to your Majefty, and to 
“  vindicate ourfelves from fuch foul and unworthy 
“  Afperfions, we here declare and acknowledge, 
“  that the Kingdom  o f Ireland is annexed, and 
“  united to the imperial Crown o f England, and by 
‘ ‘ the Laws and Statutes o f this Kingdom  is de- 
“  dared to be juftly and rightfully depending up- 
“ • on, and belonging, and for ever united to the 
“  fame, and that it never entered into our Thoughts 
“  to wifh the contrary -, the Happineis o f this 
“  Kingdom  entirely depending on a fteady Duty 
“  paid to the Crown o f England, and a good Cor- 
“  refpondence with your M ajefty’s Subjedts of that 
“  Kingdom. And we do unanimouily affure your 
“  Majefty, that we will, to the utmoft o f our Pow- 
“  er, fupport and maintain your M ajefty’s rightful 
H and lawful T itle  to the Crown o f this Realm,

“  and
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*f and the SuçceiTion in the Proteftant Line, as the 
“  fame is fettled by A d s  o f Parliament in Eng-

?  I . ;  ,  . ' ^ ,  , ,  '  * ,  •,  r

M o s t  certain it is, that there is not one Protef
tant o f Ireland, who will not with Heart and Hand, 
at this D ay, fubfcribe that folemn Declaration.

■In the Year 1713 , when the Commons made 
the moil: glorious Stand againft the Attempts o f a 

Party, meditating the Overthrow o f the Succeifion 
in the illuilrious Houfe o f Hanover, their Enemies 
made ufe o f the old Scheme o f Mifreprefentation 
in England -, but the Commons followed it with a 
flinging Addrefs, wherein they affured the Queen, 
“  T h at they would, as far as in them lay, Difcoun- 
“  tenance the reillefs Endeavours o f thofe factious 
“  Spirits, who attempted to weaken the Protefiant 
“  Intereil o f the Kingdom, by /owing Jealoufies, 
“  fpreading falfe Calumnies, and raifmg ground- 
“  lefs Fears in the Minds o f her M ajefty’s Peo- 
« pie.”

In 1723, the Lords and Commons interpofed in 
Behalf o f  their Country, to fave it from impend
ing Ruin ; and reprefented to the Crown againft a 
I atent granted to IVilliam Wood, for coining Half- 
t-mce. \\ hilft this Matter was in Agitation, the 
Patentee, (who expeded to perfuade this Kingdom 
to exchange its Gold for his Brafs,) and his Aifo- 
ciates, poiTeffed all the Coffee-houfes in London, 
with a Notion that Ireland was throwing o ff its De- 
pendancy -, and their Pretence was, that the Parent

fo



fo obtained was under the great Seal o f  Great-Bri
tain. This Storm however blew over ; the N a
t i o n  prevailed, and continued^ under its old Depen-

dancy.

I d o  not recoiled that any Occafion offered, to 
make the Dependancy o f Ireland a Subject o f Dif- 
courfe afterwards, until 1749 '• T h en  there were 
fome Papers publifhed, that tended to create 
Jealoufies between Great-Britain and Ireland-, and 
the Commons were fo juftly careful, that it fhould 
not be even fufpeded they were generally coun
tenanced, that they thought themfelves necef- 
fitated to declare in their Addrefs to his M ajefty,
“  T h at they fhould, with great Chearfulnefs, lay 
<< bold on every Occafion, which may tend to con- 

tinue a reciprocal Confidence and Harmony, be- 
tween his IViajefty s common Subjeds o f Gi eat- 

“  Britain and Ireland, and muft look, with the 
higheft Indignation, on any audacious Attempt to 

“  create a Jealoufy between them, or difunite their

“  A ffe c t io n s .”

T h e y  did not yet think they had done that Juf- 
tice which the Cafe required, until they had 
cenfured the Author o f thofe Papers, merely 
to (hew their Zeal in fuppreffing every mad Thought 

of an Independancy.

Y e t ,  (who could imagine it !) this very Houfe o f  

Commons fell themfelves in 17 5 1, under the fam e 

inglorious Reputation, o f felting up for an Independan- 

cy ; and in Vindication indeed o f their Underiland-
ing,
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ing, as well as their Loyalty, were forced, though 
unufual, at the latter End of a Seffion, to tranfmit 
an Addrefs to his Majefty, im porting}

“ T h a t  being truly fenfible o f the many Blef- 
«  flogs that arife from the good Harmony, mutual 
«  Confidence and Affedtion o f His Majefty’s Sub- 
“  jedts o f thefe Kingdoms, and full o f Gratitude 
“  for the Protedhon and Support they had at all 

Tim es received from the Crown o f  Great-Bri- 
“  tain, on the Continuance o f which their very Be- 

ing depended, they ihould, on all Occafions, 
exert their utmoft Endeavours to cultivate the 

“  fame good Underftanding, and merit the like 
Support and Protedtion.

“  T h a t  anY Attempts to create Jealoufies be- 
tween his Subjeds o f Great-Bntain and Ireland., 

“  or to difumte their AfFedions, can only proceed 
«* from the felfifh and ambitious Views o f defign- 

mg Men, who have an Intereft feparate and dif- 
«  tind from that of His Majefty, and o f his faith- 
• ful Subjeds o f this Kingdom ; but that the Com . 

mons were ready and determined to maintain and 
fupport, to the utmoft o f their Power, the Ho- 

“  nour and Dignity o f his M ajefty’s Crown and 
Government, and the united Interefts o f both

“  Fortunes ”° mS’ ^  ^  ^ azarc* t*1®11- Lives and

It  was ftrange what could give Occafion for a 
Keport fo difadvantageous to the Honour o f the 
Commons ; and yet it is certain, that Letters by
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tvery P acket about that T im e from England, (poke 
o f  the Reprefentatives o f Ireland and their Con- 
ftituents, by the Influence o f the Reprefentatives, 
as ripe for Rebellion -, and that this was the Foun
dation o f the recited Addrefs.

It  is undoubted, that a Houfe o f Commons ne
ver a&ed more quietly or difpaflionately, or indeed 
fubmiflively : T h e y  not only palled the Bill, with 
that Preamble that hath fince given them fo much 
Difturbance, without Hefitation j but they dropt 
filently the Linen-Bill that was altered ; though it 
much alarmed, being the firil Alteration o f the 
Sort made in a Linen-Bill fmce that Trade was gua
ranteed to them folemnly by the whole Parliament 
o f England before the Union : Indeed, they enquired 
into an abufed Vote o f Credit ; they adjourned a 
certain Committee for a W eek , inilead o f twenty 
four Hours ; and they ordered a Call o f  the Houfe 
to keep it full.

S u r e l y  none o f  thofe could be called Rebellious 
A tts  ; yet I defy their m oll malicious Enemies to 
produce any other.

/ i'r 1 ’ r~ • - ' Jl , *

T h e  late Seflion was ihort, but bufy : Elections 
cannot dire&Iy relate to Government or England. 
T h e  two Points therefore that have the Rebellious 
T ain t (if any have) m uil be the Cenfure o f a late 
Officer o f the Crown -, or the rejefimg the Money- 
B ill. T h e  firil, no Body publickly condemns ; the 
laft muft iland upon its own Bottom : If there 
be in the foregoing Account of that Matter fuffi-

cien
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cîent Argument, even to induce any Man to think 
the Majority was in the R ight, then cannot the M a
jority be blamed for exercifing a Negative, which
the Conjlitution hath given them.

U p o n  the whole, it cannot with any Juftice or 
Colour o f Reafon, be laid to their Charge, that their 
Actions tend by any Means to alienate the A f- 

feElions of the Subjects from the Crown, or to dis
unite the People o f the two Kingdoms. Thefe 
are only the Infinuations o f Perions who hate 
them, becaufe they cannot conquer them -, and 
who would at any Rate procure for themfelves po
tent Auxiliaries. But thefe Infinuations will never 
meet with Credit from Perions who know their 
own Strength, and the Dépendance the People, 
.thus mifreprefented, have upon it, for the Enjoy
ment: o f their Property, and the Continuance 
o f  their Trade. T h ey  are neither Fools nor Mad
men, and they muft be one or other, to fly in the 
Faces o f their Benefadtors, from whom they have 
derived all the Good they poffefs.

T h e  Irifh Prot eft ants deteft the very Thoughts 
o f Rebellion. Some Conftitutions may be prone to 
it ; arid then it matters not Whether they be pam

pered or ftarved: Pampering w ill produce Pride 
and Wantonefs; Starving will produce Diicon- 
tent .and Greedinefs ; and either will bring forth 
Rebellion. But the Plant will not grow where the 
Seed is not fown. T h e  Babes in I r e l a n d  learn 
to lifpthe G l o r i o u s  a n d  I m m o r t a l  M e m o r y  o f  

K i n s  W i l l i a m ;  the Young Men have imprinted
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on their tender Minds, that the H a n o v e r  S u c 

c e s s i o n  was the Fruit o f  all his T o il and Battles, 
and will be an everlailing M onument o f his Fame ; 
and the Females are all Heroines in the fame G lo

rious Caufe.

I f  Rejiftance be Rebellion, Irijh Protejlants have 
been Rebels. T h e y  were Rebels to King J a m e s , 

and they were refolved to be Rebels in the latter 
Days o f  Queen A n n , i f  there had been Occafion 
to draw their Swords, in Support o f the H a n o v e r  

S u c c e s s i o n .

B u t  Refiftance is over. T h e  H a n o v e r - 

S u c c e s s i o n  hath, God be praifed, taken firm 
Root, in Spight o f two wicked Rebellions, and ma
ny villainous Confpiracies -, and the Liberty o f the 
Subject grows every Day more fecure. W e  have 
now nothing more to hope for, but that His P r e 
s e n t  M a j e s t y  may very long wear the Crown o f  
G r e a t - B r i t a i n ,  to which that o f I r e l a n d  is in- 
Separably annexed, and that it may be p e r p e t u a t e © 

i n  H is  R o y a l  H o u s e .
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