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A

L E T T E R , »
Dublin, the 30th o f  January, 1754.

R o y a l  S I R ,

I
W a s  honoured with your M ajeily ’s Commands 
o f  the 20th o f  November, and beg  L eave to 
repeat my AiTurances to your Majefty, o f my 

inviolable Attachm ent to your M ajefty’s Royal Suc- 
ceiTion, and its Interefts in thefe Kingdoms.

In Purfuance o f  your Majefty’s Diredtions, I fhall 
proceed to lay before your Majefty, a particular A c 
count o f  the State o f  your Majefty s Affairs, and 
the Progrefs I have made in promoting your Royal 
Caufe. T h is  I ihould have done before, but that I 
waited for the Determinations o f  fome important E- 
vents, in order to communicate them to your M a

jefty- , ,
I t  is with infinite Pleafure I can aflure your M a

jefty that our Undertaking profpers with aftonifhing 
Alacrity. T h e  Hand o f  Providence feems indeed 
ftrongly vifible in every Step ; which is, doubtlefs, 
the Refult of the many Maffes and Interceffions 
your Majefty has fo piouily caufed to be folemniz- 
ed in our Behalf, and to the Benedictions poured on 
our Caufe from the H o ly  Chair.
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T h e  univerfal End o f  Herefy Teems indeed to be 

approaching. Your Majefty’s great and religious 
Brother o f  France is the mighty Inftrument o f  its 
Demolition in that Kingdom, as I hope that I, and 
m y Co-adjutors, iball be, under your Majefty’s In
fluence, in This. W e  will therefore, as'far as the 
Circumftances o f  Things will permit, follow his 
noble Exam ple in the Methods o f  effefting the 
great and pious Purpofe.

N o t h i n g ,  indeed, but a  fupernatural Interpofi- 
tion can Account for the furprifing Circumftances 
of,our Suçcefs. By This alone could the differing 
Paflions and Purfuits o f  the many who are engaged 
in our Caufe, (very few o f  whom have your M a
jefty ’s royal Interefts in View) be rendered fubfer- 
vient to that one grand E nd; for to this one Cen
ter do they tend, as effectually as i f  diredted thither 
by the moft ardent Zeal.

ï m u s t , however,- for the Sake o f  Juftice, de, 
clare, T h a t  I do firmly believe, that thefe your 
Majefty’s involuntary Affiftants, are no Enem ies 
on Principle to our moft holy Religion, but would 
readily embrace it,were it the fureft Road to the Gra
tification of their refpeftive darling Purfuits. I have 
not, indeed, let them into the whole o f  the Scheme 
becaufe they are accomplifbing it, on their own 
Motives, to my H eart’s Defire.

B y  the fame Allîftance from above, and the M e- 
diations o f  the Saints, without peradventure, it has 
)een effected, that many, very many, whoiè tem

poral Interefts muft unavoidably be for ever ruined 
by their own Conduit, and who, from their reput
ed Inflexibility, ftrong Connexions with the W e l
fare o f  this Ifland, and immenfe PoiTeffions, ihould 
leem to be uncomeatable, have been the Foremoft 
o f  our Auxiliaries. W e  were infpired with the 
T h o u g h t o f  trying T h e m , and T h e y  fell at the firfl 
X ouch into our Hand. Some we caught bv hold

ing up a tinfel’d T it le ;  for T h e y  were too big for 
I  enfions. T o  another we (hewed a Glimpfe o f  the
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Privy Council, and he ran at it like a Madman* 
thro* Dirt and D unghill, overturning Friends, R e
lations, Poiterity, and all that is dear and precious 
to Man when free from Infatuation.

A n o t h e r  we hooked by a  Place or Penfion t o  
his Uncle, or Coufin, and telling him, that in good 
Manners he could not oppofe us. Others we brought
in by ------ , in good Faith I can hardly tell your
Majefty how, but I think it was by a little pompous 
Puff, and Parade, and Varnifh—  : In ihort, by the 
Force o f  that Bleffing which furthers, unteen, our 
every Attem pt ; for no natural Reafon can pollibly 
be ailigned even by Them felves.

A s  for the Minores Gentium, who came within the 
Sphere o f  pecuniary Influence, the Argum ent to 
them wras fliort ; we bribed them with —  (your 
Majefty will laugh — ) with their own M oney. T h e  
Treafury Officers were very convenient on th atO c- 
cafion; a Set o f  honefl Gentlemen. Several more 
cam e over to us (fome o f  them had quitted us when 
vve firft came into Power, that they might be pur- 
chafable) for Collections in Nubibus -, and eight 
cam e in a String on a Promile o f  the fame vacant 
Commilfionerfhip, which our Friends in England 
keep as a T it-b it for the .next General Eledion.

S u r e  nothing was fo providential for your M ajef
ty ’s Interefts as the prelent A ------------- n in this
Kingdom . I fhrug m yfelf when I think o f  it. T h e
D ------ y is doating, yet pofitive enough in all vve
bid him ; and his Son— O h, Sir! he’s an excellent
Y o u th ------ H e has every Quality requifite for our
U ndertaking : H e is bold, rafh, fanguine, and in- 
fatiably ambitious ; has a glib T ongu e, and a vola
tile Brain i holds this People in the loweft Con
tempt, and has a Spirit not to be baffled by Difap- 
pointment. H e and I are as great as Brothers, and 
agree cordially in every Step toward enilaving this 
People, tho’ he carries his View no farther than his 
own Elevation ; while I hope to draw from thence
the m oll defirable EfFettsfor your MajeUy’s Interefts,

to



to which, as is my Duty, I ever keep a moil re
gardful Eye. ~ ,

If Heaven fhould crown your Majefty’s Endea
vours, I m ud humbly beg Leave to recommend 
this young Gentleman to your Majefty’s Favour, as 
one who would be peculiarly ufeful in a Syftem o f  
Government like that which your Majefty, in Imi
tation o f  your royal Anceftors, would doubtlefs 
vouchfafe to adopt. T h e  Spirits o f  thefe People 
have been fo long inured to Liberty, they will want 
a vigorous D ragoon; and, as he is no Bigot to his 
Religion, I doubt not o f his being eafily convert
ed. He is a wondrous Admirer o f  our Difpenfa- 
tions.

W i t h  the Afliftances I have mentioned, and the 
Accelîîon of the Intereft o f  an old Nobleman, inde
fatigable in railing his Family any how, and a de
termined Enemy o f  our Antagonifts, we fell to 
work. His Son was to be, by our Aid, put in the 
Place o f  that detefted B o y l e , (fo often anathema
tized by your Majefty and your Adherents) and to 
fucceed to his Influence in the Houfe o f  Com m ons 
— that is, it our Schemes would admit o f  the E x is
tence o f  a Houfe o f  Commons, which, I verily 
think, in their mildeft Confequences, they would 
not.

O u r  f i r f t  grand Point was to drain the Treafury, 
and this, as your Majefty will fuppofe, we chofe to 
make, if  poiiible, their own A cl ; pray your M a 
jefty obferve how this Point coincided with the 
Schemes of All. T h e  Miniftry on the other Side 
(the greateft S:ate Botchers fure that ever were at 
the Helm) wanted this M oney, particularly at this 
Tim e, to fave their Bacon at the enfuing General 

Eleótion, and would be very glad to have the T rea- 
iiiry at their Difcretion for ever after. T h e  Gentry 
they fent over are faithful to their Directions, and
my Friend the S ----------y was particularly zealous ;
for he had in View both his own Share o f  the Plun
der, and alfo the Facility which muft accrue to his

private
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private Schemes o f  Domination by wounding the 
Profperity, and confequentiy breaking the infolent 
Spirit o f  the People. A s for my Part, your Majef- 
ly  will imagine how heartily I embraced a Projedl 
tending fo diredlly to the Advancement o f  your M a- 

je f ty ’s interefts here. T h e  Enghjh Genius has 
taken fuch Root in this Ifland, that nothing but a a  
Introduction o f  univerfal Calamity, and at the fame 
time poifoning the Minds o f  the well-affected a- 
gamft the fa m ily  on the Throne, can pave the 
W a y  to the Defigns o f  your M ajeity ’s Friends.

otli thefe Purpofes, your Majefty, and every o- 
ther Perfon, with half an Eye, mu ft fee to be 
the immediate and neceffary Confequence o f  this 
Scheme : For a Nation funk to the Depths o f  P o
verty wdl ever wilh for a C hange, and Mimfterial 
Meafures will ever be charged to the Sovereign’s 
Account. In fliort, I thought it a perfeitly pro
vidential Defign, and came into it with all mv 
M ig h t. J

T o  try our Strength, however, we firil took up 
the Defence o f  the poor unlucky Rogue whom our 
Adversaries began to maul laft Seffion, and fpared
upon the folemn Promife o f  our Leader, the D ____y
that_he ihould be puniihed by his M ailer ■ M o il  o f  
our Party Royal Sir, are entire Profelytes to that 
Article o f  our Religion which difpenfes with keep
ing ra 'th  with Heretics ; and accordingly he got 
this Fellow  Leave to fill his Pockets with the Sale

1 ^ ents— an °^d Kind o f  Puniihment, 
your Majeily will fay !-------T h e  curfed C _______
however, refolved to vindicate their Dignity, and 
we undertook to bring him thro’ in Spue o f  their 
Teeth Your M ajeily will fay the Caufe threw no 
great Luftre upon us, but we could not help it : I f  
w e could have got them on the wrong Side, we 
would have taken the right.

N o b o d y  would believe that fuch Conilancy, as 
we, to our great Surprize and Vexation, experienced, 
could exiil in Human Nature. T h a t  in lefs than

three
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three hundred Men there fhould be found fo many 
impregnable to all that Power, Corruption, and 
Menaces could fupply !— In fhort, we were baffled, 
and the poor Devil was demolifhed. But the M a 

jority was but fmall, and we were puffed with E x 
pectation, tho’ covered with Shame.

I s h a l l  not detain your Royal Attention by a 
Detail o f  any intermediate Occurrences ; but in g e 
neral inform yon, that we got in among them a 
couple o f  very honeft Gentlemen, true Catholics in 
their Hearts, and o f  Extraction unfullied with He- 
refy ; and another who is not only Orthodox in R e 
ligion, but o f  the molt invariable Principles in F a 
vour o f  your Majefty’s Succeffion, deduced from a 
Series o f  Anceftors diftinguifhed in the glorious 
Caufe, and confirmed by all the Influence which 
parental Inflruótion and foreign Converfation could 
beflow. And indeed, the many Fatalities which 
concurred to his Succefs befpeak fufficiently his un* 
common Merit.

T h e s e  Recruits put us in Spirits, and to work 
we went to pafs the M oney-Bill, with an Addition, 
which by its direót Confequence enabled/fo M inif- 
try to call away every Penny that is now, and here
after may be, redundant in th eT reafu ry , by the 
King's Letter ; and then, crack ! went the Nation 
in a few W e ek s  for ever. But this damned Houfe
o f  C ---------—s — Good your Majefty, do not leave
even the Shadow o f  that hateful Body in Exiftence, 
when you are reilored to Power ; they ever were, 
and ever will be, a Stum bling-Block to Dominion 
both S p i r i t u a l  and T e m p o r a l — T o  eafe your 
Royal Sufpenfe, they crufhed our Scheme by a pi
tiful Superiority o f  F ive— T o  be fo near the M ark, 
yet mifs it, throws m e almoft out o f  that Compofure 
I have laboured to attain, in order to addrefs your 
M ajelly as becom es. me----------

T h a t  hated B o y l e  (I call the Saints to witnefs 
with how  true a théologie Rancour I deteft his 
N am e !)  was the Head and Spirit o f  the Oppofi-"

tion.
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tion. On the fingle Thread o f  his Life hung the 
Fate o f  a Nation ! It pleafed Heaven to preferve it, that 
the Merit of your M ajefty’s Adherents may be enhan
ced by an Increafe o f  Difficulty. T h is  Man and all 
o f  his Progenitors were Enemies o f  your Royal Suc- 
ceflion and their Plan o f  Government -, and He in 
particular, when your Majefty’s Royal Siller was pi- 
ouily forming the Scheme o f  ceding to your Majefty 
the T h ron e  o f  thefe Kingdoms, and had caufed the 
Dodtrine o f  your Royal indefeafible Right to be uni- 
verfally Ipread and received, H e was one o f  thofe Few 
who oppofed it to the Hazard o f  their Lives, and the 
certain Lofs o f  all Favour— I am told his Sword was 
hardly ever in its Scabbard for four Years together—  
an obdurate, bloody-minded Heretic ! and fo provok- 
ingly cool and uniform withal !

T h e  only Confolation I had on this Defeat was, that 
the very Attem pt has raifed an Outcry againft the G o
vernment that is M ulic to my Ear, tho’ I am included 
in a large Share o f  it. T h is  in fome Sort will anfwer 
our D e fig n \  and to diilrefs the People the more, we 
have obliged the Treafury Officers to turn all the Bills 
into Cafh, which is above half o f  the current Coin ot 
the Kingdom. By this M eans,there pafTes hardly a Day 
but I am regaled with an Account o f  Bankruptcies, and 
other Calamities, from all Parts o f  the Nation. W h a t 
a Pickle would they be in, fhould we carry it away !

S i n c e  w e  c o u l d  n o t  m a k e  t h e m  b e t r a y  t h e m f e l v e s ,  
w e  c a m e  t o  a R e f o l u t i o n  o f  taking a  new Courfe*, and
away we difpatched our fécond S---------- y (a young
Fellow o f  a n  excellent Head-piece, and great heredi
tary Integrity) with proper Credentials ; adjourned the 
Parliament, and in a P o f t  or two had four o f  the Ring
leaders turned out o f  their Places f o r  d a r i n g  t o  d e -  
f e n d  t h e i r  C o u n t r y . I own, I was in Love with 
this Scheme o f  P e r s e c u t i o n ,  fo neceifary for the 
Support o f  our preient Deligns, and the Prefervation 
o f  the D i g n i t y  o f  P o w e r  ; and ’till the holy In- 
quifition c a n  be erefted, and G  allies built, this leem9
to be the m oil deiirable M ethod. T h e  S-------y and I

B arc
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are for having all the others difplaced ; but others are 
for leaving thefe alone on the Gibbet, in Terrorem, a- 
gainft the Meeting o f  the Parliament, whom the fan e 
Advifers are for fuffering to fit, to try our Strength 
there after making ourfelves thus formidable.

T h is  Scheme, your Majefty may obferve, comes 
from a cautious Advifer ; for my Part, I do believe 
that our late Proceeding will, fo far from intimidating, 
increafe the Number o f  our Opponents in the Houfe, 
and perhaps, incenfe them to fome vigorous Refo- 
lutions deftruCtive o f  all our IMeaiures. T h ere  is 
a natural Love o f  Liberty, and Hatred o f  tyrannical 
Oppreffion, implanted by Nature in the Minds o f  
thefe Heretics ; nor can they be brought to believe, 
that they fhould be reftrained in the Bounds prefcrib- 
ed by their fpiritual and temporal Rulers. T h e  curf-
ed Effedts o f  independent Property !----------All whom
we have deceived in our Delineation o f  Matters will 
infallibly fly o ff  from us -, for we have thrown o ff  the 
M a ik ;  and they can hardly be fp ftupid as to think, 
that by fuch violent anti-conlbtutional Proceedings, we 
mean nothing but the Dignity o f  the Crown ; for that, 
a Child may fee, is derogated from by every Incroach- 
m en ton  P a r l i a m e n t a r y  L i b e r t y .

In fhort, their Reafonings on this Event will be 
endlefs, and we fhall infallibly loie them, unlefs they 
be metamorphofed into Stocks or Stones. Many others 
too will be probably fo difguited as to defert us, tho’ 
retained in our Pay, and the deuce a Varnifh have we 
now left for our Cuufe. It is really too rotten to be 
touched ; for which Reafon I am for proroguing, and in 
the mean T im e  tranfmit the Bone o f  Difpute bodily to 
England, and let our ’Squires go back to the Plough, 
and look for their Remedy.

T h is , it is true, is a bold Stroke ; but it is a Jure 
one, and our Gam e is deiperate. Others are for dif- 

folving , and getting a new Parliament by the Dint o f  
Corruption, and Sheriffs, (whom we are, at ali H a
zards m oil induftrioufiy culling out) and by Means
o I bat, get Votes and Refolutions to authorize our

Meafures ;
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Meafures ; and afterwards clinch the Matter with a 
Land-Tax and Union. Eut, I fear, we fhould not be 
bettered by a new one ; and, on the whole, it is a te
dious and a precarious Scheme.

A s  we have a Multiplicity o f  Counfeilors, fo I can
not certainly inform your Majefty which o f  thefe Pro
jects will take Place  ̂ but 1 hope to be able to con
vert the Event to your M ajefty’s Service.

Y o u r  Mnjefty will fee, by this Account, that we 
have done a great deal for the T im e , but that there 
remains a great deal to be done. T h e  penal and dis
qualifying Laws in Force here have taken all perma
nent Property out o f  the Hands o f  Catholics ; yet 
they are a very moneyed Set, and are revived in their 
Spirit and Expectations from the Steps we have tak
en ; all their Meetings are crowned with your Majef
ty ’s Health, and W illies for our Suctefs, o f  which 
they plainly fee the Confequences. T h is , indeed, and 
our Adverfaries confuting almoft entirely o f  M en  long 
diftinguifhed for their Zeal for the Family on the 
T h ron e, and now loaded with every poflible M ark o f  
Difgrace, throws an Odium upon us, which, while 
we endeavour to difguiie our Defigns, we wiihed to 
avoid ; but now we are got above that.

I a m  forry to fay that the People*'ip general, are 
our implacable Enemies. Add relies and AlTociations 
every Day befpeak the Flame they are put in by the 
(very juft) Apprehenlions o f  lofmg all that is dear to 
them, and allb their violent Refentment at the Re- 
prefentatives who betrayed their T ruji, and fold thofe 
committed to their Care, which I allure your Majefty 
they did with as' much Compofure and Unconcern as 
they would fell their Oxen or Sheep, and with the 
fame Earneftnefs in raifing the Price.

T h i s  Metropolis (a formidable Body !) deteft U s 
as the Devil. T h e  moneyed M en are a powerful 
W e ig h t, and the M o b  a diabolical one ; God grant
they do not D e-lV it the S ------- y or me, or both ; we
are in confounded (lew. T o  counter-b’allance this
City, we have nothing (excepting StraglersJ but the
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Corporation of Cork ; and they do us but little Credit, 
ior they are fo irretrievably itupid that, I believe, they 
would luffer us to barrel them in the Place o f  their 
«cel, if  their Mafter, the Commiflioner, whom we 
have at our Beck, were to tell them it was for their 
Good. T h e y  complimented us for purfuing the true 
lntereJis o f  the Nation ; I beg your Majefty will make 
that your Landing-Place when you come to take Pof- 
ieffipn of this Kingdom, and I will engage to procure 
you a gold Box, and moft favourable Reception amon^ 
them, for the true Intereft o f the Protejiant Religion °  

H o w e v e r , we have the Difpofal o f  Places, which 
will ever fupply us with Friends. T h e  Commiffioners 
are ours plump, and their Influence is extenfive T h e  
Bifhops, (very few excepted) go, as they ever have 
aone, wnere Power was combating with Patriotifm, 
and the Clergy follow their refpeótive Leaders. T h e  
Judges were never more devoted to your Royal Grand
i t a ’ r P'ous M em ory, than they are now to Us. 
M olt o f  the Lawyers are ours alfo, though the beft 
Spokefmen are at t ’other Side. W e  have, juft now, 
given them fome Encouragement to ftick by us, by 
rewarding the Services o f  one o f  them with a Place o f  
Honour ; torn from one o f  the infolent Commoners, 
and this the old Knave (fór tho’ in his Principles he 
and his are ardent for your Majefty ; yet, between 
ourlelves, he is grown Grey in hypocritical Vilenefs) 
itruts in his plundered Pageantry with all the Vanity
or a Boy ; and is become the Derifion even o f  us who 
employ him.

T h e  A rm y I wifh I was as fure of. T h e y  are not 
quite French enough for my liking, and they are not 
lumciently mercenary to be bribed. It is true, they 
are very refpedful to. Power, but that is from a polite 
I  urn which accompanies the Profeffion. T h e y  have 

ever been in thefe Kingdoms a confounded uncom
plying Obftacle to Schemes like ours ; I can’t forget 
the flippery T rick  they played your Majefty’ s Royal 
rather on the Landing o f  his Antagonift. T h e y  fcorn, 
iorlooth, to be made the Iriftruments o f  enflaving a

tree
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free People— I have no Patience with a Soldier’s pre
tending to think or chufe ; they are paid to obey O r - 
d e r s  ; and 1 would have them as fervile and as ty
rannical as my own Dean o f  Armagh.

O u r  P — s, (a notable Set) are fo bufy in fpending 
their Fortunes that they can’t fpare T im e  to preferve 
them. Very few o f  them, befide that damned officious 
Kildare, either know or care what becomes o f  the 
Country they live by. T h is  is extremely lucky ; for 
did they duly attend their Houfe, our Bifhops (who 
almoit always m ake the Majority) would be overborne, 
and, perhaps, fome vigorous Step taken, which, add
ing its W eigh t to the Refolution o f  the Com m ons, 
may be irrefiftibly dangerous to our Schemes. But 
now the P — s Houfe is all our own, and the Ad- 
dreffes as fweet as Sugar.

F r o m  all this, Royal Sir, I retain great Hopes. N o 
thing I dread fo much as the Englijh Com m ons inter- 
pofing. T h e y  may think, perhaps, that an Attem pt 
on any Part o f  i n t e g r a l  L i b e r t y  may affeót and 
weaken theW hole; that P a r l i a m e n t a r y  F r e e d o m  
is the common Caufe o f  all ; that it may be their own 
T u rn  next; that the Treafnre plundered from hence 
will enrich but a few Individuals, who will turn it as a 
formidable W eapon at the enfuing Election againft 
their own national Intereils, while by this Kingdom  
being ruined theirs will be deprived o f  all that W ealth 
which by means o f  our Induftry centers and circulates 
with them -, while Ireland, fpoiled o f  its Liberties and 
Bleffings, m ud become a Nation o f  Defperadoes, a 
confiant T h o rn  in their Side, and ready to join in eve
ry dangerous Attempt with the difaffedted Scots, to 
which their Contiguity to Scotland may the more con
tribute------ In ihort, they may certainly fee very ugly
C o n fe re n c e s  from our Meafures, and, ihould they 
interpofe, conclamatuni eft. T h e y  may be the more 
ready to quarrel too, as they almoil univerfally deteit
our Supporters there.

W h e n e v e r . I do frnile (which is but feldom in m y
Heart) it is at our taking Steps in this Iiland, which

in
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in England would have brought us into Impeachments 
and Præ m ntrt j,  and in all Probability to the Scaf- 
L and Gallows-, with a Majority in the Houfe o f  
Commons agamft us. Y et here we do it with Impu
nity, and, among fome, with Applaufe. But we 
know we are in Ireland, and what Redrefs can Ireland

bet[ ay itfe!f? And yet if the Fools 
would Hand firm by each other they are fecure e-
nough and we ihould be hunted out o f  the Kingdom 
with Shame and Ignominy.

T h e y  are much better worth taking Pains about 
now than they were ,n the T im e  o f  your Royal F a
ther Individuals are opulent, and the Country mi- 
racdoufly improved ; for, to give the Devil his due,

W P u i p o P - 6 faperccdtd did make ^ profper to

F o r  my own Part, Royal Sir, tho’ I am too mo- 
dert to puff my own Merits, yet I muft fay I have 
funered an infimtedeal in your Majefty’s Caufe. Many 
fleeplefs anxious N igh ts  do 1 tofson my Bed o f  Down, 
wilhing for Morn to relieve me from myfelf. Innu
merable are the Heart-akes, the Fears, and Difap- 
pointments that rend my Breaft. W herever I ihew 
m y H ead I am confcious o f  being followed with I m 
p r e c a t e s ,  and every Fellow-Creature I fee, looks on5?® as ° n, an avowed Enemy to the Society. A ll my 
little Foibies are expofed ; I am fneered at by the W o -
men, and hooted by the Mob. In the Midft o f  thefe

f t Z  f t T nï  yT  uMajefty ma>' ea%  f^PPo(e my
ed l  ri p  • Í  °r  ‘ing but a Soul ^xquifitely adapt- 
ed to the Projects I have undertaken could fupport
me. I aiTure your Majefty, that in all the Glare o f
Pomp and Power, amidft my numerous Train o f  Sy-
cophants and idolizing Slaves, 1 ftand the moil mifer-
able Creature o f  the Species.

I h , d  almoft fórgot to tell your Majefty that the
c 7  " y , d bammtng the damned ln jh  with a 
Story o f  a Cock and a Bull, and producing legal A r 
guments for picking their Pockets. He thinks the 
People greater Affes than I do, fo I thought it better

t o
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to let it alone, and fay nothing about a Matter that 
would not bear to be touched ; but I was over-ruled. 
W h o  fhould be the W riter was then the Queftion, 
and a hard one it was; for our Side is devilifhly o ff  as 
to Writers. One o f  them, (a Rogue !) coil me a 
fight oi M oney, but being paid beforehand writ fuch 
curled Stuff that I was obliged to it op his H an d ; for 
it fet all the W orld in a Grin. Another, who would, 
write whether I would or not, was fo buffeted by a 
bearifh Country Gentleman, that he is almoit mad ; and 
not only that, but he got us, and our Meafures, a 
Scourging into the Bargain.

W e had, therefore, Recourfe to loine o f  our judges 
and Lawyers, who club’d for the Performance, and 
pu^zjed the Matter as well as it could bear. It is 
written in the M ode o f  that Syllcgifm which your 
Majefty muft have met with am ong the Jefuits, which 
cUmonftrates that a M an is an Afs or an Ox. T h e  cun
ning Rogues have m oil ingenioufly begged the Q ues
tion all along ; confounded Ajjent and Confint \ en
deavoured to fix Prerogative on Implication, (tho’ it 
mufi not be abridged by Implication.) For the U fage 
(which alone can be the Support o f  Prerogative where 
it is not iettled by Statute) is but o f  four Years l a n d 
ing, and makes undeniably againit us. T h e y  will 
allow no Precedent, however, but what is in our F a 
vour, which in this Cafe, I think, they might have 
legally phrafed a fubfequent Precedent. T h e n  it is dafh- 
ed fo prettily with Conftitutional Anecdotes, and Par
liamentary Quotations, and drefTed up in fuch pretty 
Language (tho’ it fmells a little o f  the Lawyer) that 
on the W h o le  it is really very moving.

W e  got it neatly printed to pleafe the Eye,(which, af
ter all, muft be the leading Power in any One this Book 
can convince) and away w e fent it to all our Sheriffs 
and Creatures, throughout the Kingdom, f o r  h i s  

M a  j e s t y ’s  S e r v i c e .  I wifh it may be lucky enough 
to m ake the People believe that all our Zeal, our M e
naces > our Bribery, and our P e r s e c u t i o n ,  took 
their Rife from the noble Source o f  preferving the

Royal



Àoyal Prerogative, without one Tingle inter eJledNiew ; 
and that we have ufed a Series o f  the lowejl Arts, deep- 
eft Dijfimulation, and vilefl Corruption, in the Honefty 
and Simplicity o f  our Hearts, in order purely and 
merely to compafs the heft o f Purpofes ; in fhort, that 
for the Advantage o f  the Crown we endeavour to tram
ple on its b e s t  F r i e n d s , and to benefit the Country 
we are burning, to rob it o f  its Treafure.

If any Gloom appears thro’ the Turn o f  this Letter,
I beg your Majefty will impute it to my Refleftions 
on the tragical Cataftrophe o f  the Day ; the dreadful, 
impious, Murder o f  that beft o f  Princes, that true well- 
wiftier o f  the Holy Religion, and hearty A bettor of
its Efforts in this Kingdom ------ 1 will not dwell on the
fhocking T h e m e  to your Majefty’s Piety, but only 
afTure your Majefty that the Exam ple o f  him, your 
Royal Grandfather, cannot appear more precious, or 
more worthy o f  Imitation, to your Majefty, than does 
that o f  his beatified Servant, S t r a f f o r d ,  to the 
V —  R —  o f  this Ifland, and that o f  his martyred 
Counfellor and Spiritual Director, L a u d ,  in the Eye 
of,

Royal S I R ,

Tour M ajejlys 

ever devoted, 

and dutiful
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Subjeiï and Servant,


