
«*

C O N S I D E R A T I O N S

O N  T H E

S T A T E  o f  I R E L A N D .
V



8 M O i ï A il ■: ' . i 2 I i O 0

:r h

jolvl a T a ^ i  , o a t  a t  3

•-  •■ -: • -



C O N S I D E R A T I O N S

O N  T H E

T A T E

O F

I R E L A N D

D U B L I N :  

W I L L I A M  W A T S O N ,

Mj D C C j L X X V I I I .



So

'r

«r

'

. i n - y • j :



I N T R O D U C T I O N .

I t  is the com m on misfortune 

o f  all dependencies o f  great E m ­

pires, that fuch o f  their citizens 

as are able to m ake their w a y  to 

the metropolis, feldom return to 

their native province, or bring 

the kn ow ledge  or influence they 

have acquired to its fervice. N o  

country feels this misfortune 

more fenfibly than Ireland ; for 

notwithstanding; it is no moreCD
than



than a member o f  the Britiftt 

empire, its constitution partakes 

fo much o f  a feparate ftate, that 

almoft the whole o f  its polity is 

left to the arrangement o f  its 

own domeftic government ; be- 

fides the aptnefs o f  men, removed 

to a diftance from the feat o f  

empire, to be fwayed by early 

prejudices or local attachments, 

their beft calculated p ro jets  for 

promoting the particular intereft

o f  their country muft ever run
t

the hazard o f  being defeated* 

by claihing with the particular 

intereft o f  fome other member, 

or interfering with the general

and
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and combined interefts o f  the 

whole.

T o  the want o f  a knowledge 

o f  the general and combined in- 

tereft o f  the empire, in thofe w ho 

have had the dire&ion o f  the 

affairs in Ireland iince the R e ­

volution, m ay in a great mea- 

fure be afcribed the flow  pro- 

grefs Ireland has made in popu­

lation, cultivation, commerce, 

and wealth, compared w ith  o- 

ther parts o f  the Britifh domi­

nions.

It is not m y prefent purpofe 

to point out inftances in proof

o f
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o f  this affertion, but there is one 

fo ftriking and obvious, that I 

cannot help mentioning it.

In the 19th year o f  the reign 

o f  James the 1ft. the whole num­

ber o f  white inhabitants in what 

was then called Virginia, which 

comprehended the greateft part o f  

the Britiih territories in N orth 

America, amounted to no more 

than 4000, at which time Ireland 

contained at leaft a million ; yet, 

with fuch a prodigious ftart, 

we have feen Ireland, in a little 

more than a century, overtaken 

by America, and in fome par­

ticulars
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ticulars íurpafíed ; for it is be­

yond controverfy, that until her 

late imprudence in exciting the 

jealoufy, and provoking the re- 

fentment o f  Great Britain, Bri­

tish A m erica was nearly as po­

pulous as Ireland ; her people 

were better fed, better clothed, 

better lodged, and more happy ; 

fhe had more fhipping, more 

trade, and more credit; and d u ­

ring the whole time laboured 

under more reftraints from E n g -  

liih laws than Ireland did, w ith  

a foil m uch lefs fertile, and a c li­

mate neither fo temperate or fa- 

•
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T h e  author o f  the following 

iheets is a native ot Ireland ; and, 

altho’ he has been many years 

engaged in the public fervice in 

other parts o f  the Britifh domi­

nions, he has not forgot what 

he owes to the country from 

whence he derived his birth, and 

where he received thofe prin­

ciples that have fupported him 

at all times, and carried him 

through a variety o f  iituations, 

without reproach ; and he thinks 

he cannot better difcharge his 

duty to his parent country, and 

to the empire at large, than by 

bringing to the public ftock o f

Ireland
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Ireland whatever knowledge the 

many means o f  information may 

have enabled him to acquire.

His firft objeót is to endea­

vour to lead his countrymen to 

reflect upon their own condition 

as a people, • to inveftigate the 

conftitution o f  their government 

and the nature o f  their connexi­

on with E n g la n d ; and in doing 

this, he intreats them to diveil 

themfelves as much as poilible 

o f  their early prejudices ; to 

enquire before they form their 

opinion, and not to take that up­

on truft from others, the truth o f

which
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which they ought to have ex­

amined themfelves.

W hat is now laid before them 

will, he hopes* call up their at­

tention, and turn their thoughts 

into a right channel. H e  in­

tends to wait its effects, before 

he proceeds to offer any propor­

tions, refpe&ing either the ex­

ternal connexions or internal po­

lity o f  Ireland ; but he pledges 

himfelf to his countrymen, to 

bring forward, in due time, fome 

o f  importance in each clafs.

C O N -
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C O N S I D E R A T I O N S

ON T H E

S T A T E  o f  I R E L A N D .

T h  E  end and purpofe o f  all

government being the advantage, fafe- 

ty, and happinefs o f  the C om m u n i­
ty, the general difcontent o f  the peo­

ple is at all times an argument o f  

a defective conftitution, or o f  mifcon- 

dudl in thofe to whom the A dm ini-  

ftration is committed : when the lat­

ter is the cafe, a change o f  mini- 
iters w ill  probably prove a remedy ; 

but i f  the m ifchief lies deeper, and
B has



[ *  ] • '  

has its fource in the conftitution it-

felf, a change o f  minifters will on­

ly ferve to increafe the public ill 

humour, and by exciting hopes which 

cannot be gratified, add the refent- 

ment o f  difappointment to the an- 

guiih o f  former grievances. It feems 

therefore highly proper to enquire 

into the nature of our public evils, 

and to trace them to their fountain 
before any method o f  redreffing them 

is propounded ; for, until we have a 

fair view o f  the difeafe, we ihall not 
be able to judge o f  the probable 

effedts of the regimen that may be 

offered for our relief.
I **

W ithout çoing back further thanr  . O O

our memory will férve us, we ihall *

find fuck d iverfity in the chara&ers 

'of our feveral th ie f  governors, and 
variety in the meafufes o f  their ad-

minifira-



miniilrations, as ftrongly to incline us 
to fuppofe that they would not all 
have failed as they did in giving 

content to the people, were it in 
the power o f  any chief  governor to 

give it. W e  execrate the fubtle Lord 

Carteret for aiming to deprive us 
o f  the advantages o f  biennial ieffions 
o f  parliament ; and we are not bet-

«
ter pleafed with the undeiigning Lord 
Towniliend who has fecured and im ­

proved that priviledge by an often- 

nial election ; we accufe Lord Chef-  

terfield o f  fapping the foundation o f  the 

Irifh intereft in parliament ; and we 

cenfure Lord Harrington for putting 

him felf  into the hands o f  the arifto- 

cracy, and confenting to their violent 

and arbitrary attempts upon the. free­

dom o f  our elections. T h e  D uke 

o f  Dorfet is never to be forgiven

B 2 for
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for opening a new channel o f  cir­

culation for the king’s favours, and 

it feems to be the great grievance o f  

the prefent hour (a) that the hands 

through which they then paffed are 

no longer employed in diftributing 

them. T h e  Duke o f  Devonihire is 

blamed for effecting an union o f  the 

contending parties ; $nd that he go­

verned by a fadtion, is one o f  the 

crimes o f  the Duke o f  Bedford, and 
whilft the unaccommodating pride o f  

the latter nobleman is recolledted with 

dif^uft, the facility and politenefs of 

Lord Halifax is branded with the 

epithets o f  falihood and infincerity. 
In ihort, fplendor and magnificence is 

ufelefs profufion in Lord Northum ­

berland, and an attention to domeftic
œconomy

[  4 ]
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œconomy miferable pariîmony in Lord 
Hertford. A  large redundance o f  

public treafure had well nigh un­

done the kingdom in 1753» and an 
increafe of its domeftic expences have 
brought it to the verge o f  bankrupt­

cy in 1772 . It is needlefs for me 

to multiply inftances o f  our difcon- 
tent, or to expofe the contrariety o f  
the caufes we affign for them, efpe- 
cially as it is not my purpofe either 

to vindicate the characters or conduit 

o f  our Viceroys, or to revive the pub­

lic clamour againft them ; all I mean 

to ihew is, that the people have been 

uneafy under all adminiftrations, and 

that, judging o f  the future by the 

paft, there is no likelihood o f  their 

being content w ith  any chief  G over­

nor, until the constitution o f  Ireland 

receives fome improvement. T h is  is 

a point o f  w hich  I wiih my coun­

trymen

[ 5 ]



trymen to be fully convinced ; for fo 

long as they entertain a hope o f  fee­

ing an adminiftration to their mind, 

they will be apt to join in the cry 

raifed by the fadious againfl every 

chief governor, vainly flattering them- 

felves, by his removal, to make way 

for their favourite ; and thus, initead 
o f  lending their force to remove the 

caufe, they will continue to be, as 

they have been, the dupes o f  defigning 

and artful léaders, exclaiming againft 

its neceiTary effe&s, without any public 

principle for the bafis o f  their opi­

nion, or any conftitutional rule for 

the direction o f  their co n d u it  Let 

Oh/Shir* me then intreat m y countrymen to
■n'rt& f/**) confider this matter with ferious at- 

y  tention, and then fairly fay what

/  /  are the public ads they wiíh to fee

. take effed:, and what are the meafures 

they wifh to fee purfued by a chief

governor,



t  *  í
governor, and I will appeal to their 
candour : for confeffing - that neither 

thofe adts or thole ineaiures are to. be
j u  r. r .

expeded from any chief governor fo 

long as you coniider yourfelves, and arc 

confidered by England as a ieparate 
kingdom and having ieparate intereftsj 

can you hope to be deemed a dependence 

o f  the Engliih crown only for the pur- 

pofe o f  being protected by the E n g ­

liih fleets and armies, and enjoying 

the advántages o f  the treaties and 

alliances procured by England, and 

be confidered by her as an indepen­

dent people in all other xefpedts ? Sucl* 

notions are too abfurd to be enter­

tained by fo fenfible a ' people, and 

therefore I flatter m yleif  you w ill  
give me your candid and ferious at­

tention, whilft I endeavour to trace 
the cauies o f  your uneafinefs, and point 

out the means o f  their removal.

T o



T o  have the clearer view o f  this 

very important fubjeCt, it will be ne- 

ceflary to go back to the origin o f  the 

connection between England and Ire­

land, and to enquire into the motives 

which induced it, and the principles 

upon which it was founded.

From the imperfect accounts we 

have o f  the ilate o f  Ireland antecedent 

to the arrival o f  Henry the fécond, 
compared with what we know to 

have been the itate o f  England at 

the fame period, it is eafy to prove 

that the introduction o f  the laws and 

cuitoms o f  England into Ireland by 

that monarch was a coniiderable boon 

to the people of Ireland. T h e  tenure 

by which the inhabitants hold their 

lands is in all countries a fair teft o f  

the freedom or defpotifm o f  the go­

vernment, for where-ever the people
have



have a right to be confulted upon 

ads o f  ilate, they never fail to ufe 

that right to fecure to themfelves a 

fixed property in their lands, which, 

next to the liberty o f  their perfons, is 

deemed the m od important confedera­
tion ; and indeed there is good reafon 

it ihould be fo confidered, for perfo- 

nal freedom in a country where there 

is no certain property is no otherways 

beneficial than as it enables the inha­

bitants to remove out o f  it, and leek 

their fortunes under a better conftitu- 

tion o f  government.

»
N oth in g  could be more wretched 

than the ancient condition o f  the 

people o f  Ireland appears to have 

been in refped to property in their 

lands ; poffefiion was the only rule 

o f  right among the inhabitants, and 

as by the cuftom o f  taneftry, the cap­
tain.

[ 9 ]



tain, or head o f  each fept, was elec­

tive, it is eafy to fuppofe, that upon 

the fucceflion of every new captain, 

room was to be made for the accom­

modation of his friends, by the re­

moval of thofe o f  his predeceifor or 

opponent ; and as the fame cuilom pre­

vailed in the fucceffion of their princes 

or kings, the continual wars, rapines, 

murders, and defolation, which we are 

told of, appear to be no more than the 

neceffary efreds o f  the barbarifm o f  

' j ' í / J a the conftitution ; what a bleffing then 

was the introduction o f  feudal tenures 

to this people ! and therefore it is not 

furprifing that the great men o f  the 

iiland fo univerfally and immediately 

embraced the offers o f  Henry, and re­
linquishing their former titles, con- 

lented to hold their principalities and 

domains of him as their feudal Lord -, 
for by fo doing they acquired for their

children

[ 10 J



children a right of inheritance, and 

continued their own poffeflions in their 

families; nor were their tenants lefs 
benefited by the change, as they were 

o f  courfe to hold their farms o f  their 

lords upon the like conditions-; and o f  

this they were made more fecure, as 

well as in their perfonal eftates and li­

berties, by the abolition o f  the Bre- 

hon law, and the introduction o f  the 

laws and cuitoms of England in its 

room. F e w  o f  the laws o f  England, 

more than thofe o f  Ireland, were at 

this time written ; but as in England 

all criminal, and the greateft part o f  

civil caufes were tried by juries o f  the 

vicinity, a perpetual memory o f  what 

was law was kept up among the peo­

ple, and the rule w hich  governed in a 

former cafe became a direction in all 

fucceeding ones; and as all decrees and 

fentences were recorded in the county

or
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or manor rolls, a fixed and regular 

fyftem o f  jurifprudence in courfe o f  

time took effedt in each county and 

manor -, in fome inftances, indeed, dif­

ferent from that which prevailed in 

others, but in nothing o f  great im ­

portance, as the fuperior courts which 

attended the king, and the itinerant 

judges had the control over all infe­

rior courts, and we may well fup- 

pofe took care to eftabliih, as near as 

could be, an uniformity o f  proceeding 

among them. T h e  Brehon law was 

on the contrary the moft defpotic and 

arbitrary that can be imagined ; every 

captain or chief of a fept appointed 

a brehon or judge to decide all caufes, 

criminal and civil, among the peo­

ple o f  his tribe. Caufes between 

the people and the chief, were fel- 

dom brought, or i f  they were, it is

not



not difficult to guefs in whofe fa­

vour they were decided ; but the 

lord was not content to benefit by the 

decifions o f  the brehon in his own 

caufes only, he was equally careful 

that fome profit ihould accrue to him 
out o f  the fuits o f  his tenants. Hence 

all rapes, felonies, murders, and other 

crimes, were made commutable for 

money, and puniihcd only by fines to 

the lord, and fome compenfation to 

the party injured. A s  the brehon held 

his office at the good pleafure o f  the 

captain, and as every fucceeding cap­

tain appointed his own brehon, we 

may well fuppofe that the interefts of 

the party in poffeifion were leaned to 

by the brehon, and indeed that his de­

cifions were made the means o f  recom- 

pencing the fervices o f  the friends of 
the prefent ch ief  at the expence o f

thofe o f  his predeceiTors. Hafty and
unjuft
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unjuft, therefore, are the cenfures of 

thofe zealous champions o f  what they 

think the privileges o f  Ireland-, up­

on the want o f  fenfe and fpirit in the 

natives to defend their own laws and 

poiTeffions, and in meanly fubmitting 

both to the will o f Henry, confenting 

to hold their lands of the crown of 

England, and to be governed by the 

Englifh laws ; for in fait they ailed 

in this refped with more wifdom than 

we find any other people ever did in 

the like circumftances. T h e y  changed 

a mode o f  government and laws re­

plete with tyranny and oppreffion, 
and productive of every enormity, for 

a conftitution framed upon principles 
o f  equal right, and for laws which 

gave them fecurity in their perfons, 

and property in their pofiefiions ; but 
this was not all, for initead o f  fub­

mitting, as it is weakly and falily al-

[  14 J



ledged, to the condition o f  a people 

conquered by an invader, they ftipu- 
lated for a common right with their 
invaders, not only to all the privileges 
they ihould enjoy in Ireland, but to 
a community o f  rights and privileges 

with them in their own country E n g ­

land. W here, let me aik thefe tra- 

ducers o f  our anceftors, fhall we find 

in modern hiftory a conquered peo­

ple admitted to a community o f  

rights and privileges with their con­

querors ? or, which o f  the many na­

tions overcome by the Romans iii- 

pulated with that proud people, in the 

zenith o f  their power, for all the pri­

vileges o f  Roman citizens ? Y e t  this 

the people o f  Ireland did, with that 

great and m ighty monarch Henry the 

fécond o f  England ; they became in­

corporated w ith the Englifh, and were 

made one people with them, by ; n 

union, the (noil entire and perfedt that
can

[ I5 1
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can be conceived. Their king was 

the fame, they held their lands by 

the fame tenure, their laws were not 

fimilar but the fame, their legiilator 

was the fame, their religion was the 

fame; how happy would it have been 

for the people o f  both iflands, but ef- 

pecially for thofe of Ireland, had this 

union proved as lafting as it was 

complete. W hat horrid fcenes o f  

wretchednefs and mifery would it have 

prevented ! Rebellions, maffacres, and 

devaitations, would not have then fill­

ed every page o f  our ihocking hiftory, 

nor would the poverty o f  the bulk o f  

our people have been, as it now is, our 

reproach among civilized nations ; but 

on the contrary, participating with our 
brethren in England in every benefit 

o f  commerce, profiting by their wealth 

and Ikill in manufactures for the per­

fecting our own,, deriving equal ad­

vantages with them from, the increafe

o f
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o f  the colonies, and beneficial trea­
ties with foreign ftates ; peace and 
plenty muft have taken place o f  po­
verty and defolation, and the happinefs 
and profperity o f  Ireland would have 

been the envy o f  all nations. But 
Providence, which frequently ufes the 

wickednefs o f  one man as the inftru- 

ment to puniih the crimes o f  others, 

by permitting that monfter o f  bigotry 
and deceit, Louis the V l l t h  of France, 

to call Henry into Norm andy before 

he had feen his new constitution take 

effedt, left the miferable natives to fuf- 

fer by their new rulers, and each other 

for their former enormities.

W h e n  a new mode o f  government 

and new laws were to be introduced, 

it was highly requifite to appoint raa- 

giftrates, well {killed in both, to ad- 

minifter them to the people ; but this 
Henry had not time to do, and there-

C  fore
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fore it fell o f  courfe to the brehons 

to pronounce judgment, by laws which 

they were wholly unacquainted with, 

and to eftabliih cuftoms which they 

had never heard of. N o  provifion 

# feems to have been made for the ta- 

nift, or eleded fucceffor to the chief 

o f  each fept, and as each captain or 

head was now become a baron, and 

his barony defcendable to his fon, the * 9 
tanift was barred of his fucceffion, and 

without any compenfation. It is un­

necessary to look for other fources o f  

m ifchief; thefe tw o  were more than 

fufticient to deprive the people o f  Ire­
land o f  all the advantages the new con- 

ftitution held out to them, and even to 

render it more odious in their eyes than 

their own ; for as the taniil would natu­

rally claim the fucceilion by the old law, 

and the heir of his predeceiTor would en­

deavour to retain it under the fanction 

of the new tenure ; and Henry the lord 

J  o f
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o f  the fief being abfent, a civil war in 

every fept was the neceffary confe- 
quence o f  the death o f  the chief. T h e  

tyranny and oppreffion o f  the chief, 

which the people hoped to have feen 
retrained by the Englifh laws, were, 
on the contrary, increafed under pre­

tence o f  them -, for it was eaiy for him 

to diretit his brehon to give a colour 

to the moft iniquitous deciiion, by de­

claring it to be according to the E n g ­

lifh laws ; and it was in his own power 

to feize upon the poflefiions o f  any o f  

his fept under pretence o f  their being 

forfeited to him by thefe unknown 

laws. Indeed when John became 

lord o f  Ireland, we find him endea­

vouring to remedy thefe evils by re­

newing the charter o f  Henry, and 

carrying over from England a number 

o f  learned judges, and appointing them 

to difpenfe the Englifh laws to the 

people ; his own troubles, however,
C  2 foon
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foon took off his attention to the affairs 

o f  Ireland ; and it was the misfortune 

o f  this country, that thofe to whom  

its government was committed, in thefe 

early times, inftead o f  labouring to draw 

the band o f  union ftill clofer between 

England and Ireland, took every poffi- 

ble meafure for feparating the native 

Iriih from the Engliih, and their de­

fendants who were fettled here., It 

was their villainous policy to excite 

quarrels among the Iriih chiefs, and 

then declare them rebels, and to feize 

upon their countries as forfeited by 

their treaion ; and finding the brehon 

laws more convenient to their pur­

poses o f  tyranny and oppreffion, they 

denied their wretched tenants the be­

nefit of the laws o f  England, and 

forced them to refort to their brehon. 

In public and notorious violation o f  

the great charter o f  Henry, confirmed 

by John, they fet up a pale as a boun­

dary
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dary between the pofleifions o f  the 

Engliih and Irilh inhabitants, and 
confined the jurifdidion o f  the E n g-  

lifli iaws within the limits o f  that 

pale ; nay, what was ftill more un- 

juffc, they denied the benefit o f  thofe 

laws to fuch o f  the defendants o f  the 

native Irifh as dwelt within the pale. 

It is with pain I relate thefe iniquities 

o f  .my countrymen ; for it was our 
anceftors who pradtifed them on eacli 

other. T h e  defcendants of the L a-  

ceys, the Fitzgeralds, the Cavennaghs, 

the Courcys, and many mort w ho may 

find themfelves injured by the recital 

o f  the injuftice done to thole they 

take to have been their anceftors, by 
thofe they call Engliih , ought to 

change the fubjeél o f  their complaint, 

and lament that their anceftors were 
capable o f  fuch cruelty and injuftice to 

their countrymen -, neither the govern­

ment or people o f  England were in-

ftrumental
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mental in this wrong, any further than 

by negledling to take proper meafures 

for preventing it; and the unfettlcd ftate 

o f  thofe times, the continual difputes 

about the fucceffion, and the wars on 

account o f  the territories in France, 

furnifh excufes for that negledi. Equal­

ly malicious and abfurd are the endea­

vours of thofe, who by an exaggerated 

account o f  thefe tranfaftions, labour 

to excite in the prefent inhabitants of 

Ireland, refentment and ill will againft 

their fellow fubjeóts in England, as i f  

it were the anceftors o f  the prefent 

Englifh who inflided thefe hardihips 
upon the anceftors o f  the prefent Iriih. 

N o , my countrymen, let us not be de­

ceived by fueh incendiaries ; they were 

equally our own anceftors who perpe­

trated the cruelties with thofe who 

fuffered them. Even fuch, whofe 

names denote them to be o f  the native 

ftock which iirft peopled this illand,
ought

[ 2 *  ]
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ought to be cautious how  they in­

dulge their feelings againft the cruel in- 

vaders ; for their names are no lecuri- 

ty  that their anceftors were not among 

the oppreifors, as it became a practice 

withmany o f  thedefcendantsof the E n g- 
liih, as Spencer informs us, to change 
their names, or alter them to Iriih, in 

order to give a better colour to their 

refufing the benefits o f  the Engliih 

laws to their tenants, and obliein<rO
them to fubmit to thofe called the 

brehon ; neither have we better grounds 

to look upon all thofe whofe names are 

not o f  Iriih origin, as defcendants o f  

the invaders, for we find an ait o f  the 

Iriih parliament, held at T r im  by the 

Earl o f  Deimond, in the year 1465, 

the 5th o f  Edward the iV th ,  requiring 

*c every Irifhman that dwelt in the 

“  counties o f  M eath, U nil,  and K i l-  

“  dare, . to take tc him an Engliih 

“  furname o f  one town, as Sutton,

“  Cheiter,
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“  Chefter, Trim , Skryne, Cork, K in-  

“  fale ; or colour, as White, Black, 

“  Brown ; or art or fcience, as Smith 

“  or Carpenter ; or office, as Cook, 

“  Butler.”  And here it is proper ï  

ihould take notice, that the chief o f  

the hardihips infliited on the native 

Iriih, and thofe which we are the 

moil (hocked at were the neceiTary 

co n flu en ces  o f  the revival o f  the bre- 

hon law, for by that law, all crimes, 

as I have before obferved, were com- 

mutable for money ; and, therefore,

when we find a price was fet upon 

the head o f  a native Iriihman, and 

his murderer was acquitted upon the 

payment o f  that fum, we ought not

to coniider it as a finale a il  o f  tyranny

or cruelty, but impute it to its fource, 

the refuial of the benefit o f  the E ng- 

lifh laws, and the revival of that o f  

the brehon -, and it is fomewhat extra­

ordinary, that the violent partizans o f

what
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what they call the liberties o f  Ireland, 

who declame fo loudly upon thefe bar­

barous doings, in the fame breath im ­

peach the authority o f  the Engliih laws 

in Ireland, which alone made them 

criminal, and thereby render thefe very 

proceedings legal, i f  not juftifiable. 

T h a t  the government in England was 

far from countenancing thefe proceed­

ings o f  the adminiftration in Ireland 

is evident, from the a£t or letters pa­

tent o f  the 17th o f  Edward the fir ft, 

dated at N ottingham , in the year 1288, 

two and twenty years before the date 

o f  the firft adl pafted by an Iriih par­

liament, as printed in the colledtion o f  

the Iriih ftatutes. T h e  preamble to 

this adl declares it to be, fo r  the amend­
ment o f the government o f our realm oj 

Ireland, and fo r  the peace and tranquil­
lity o f our people o f the fame land; and, 

indeed, the enacting claufes very well
correfpond
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correfpond with the intention exprefled 

in the preamble, for they prohibit the 

juftice and all other officers o f  the 

crown from purchafing lands within 

their refpedive bailiwicks without fpe- 

cial licence from the king. It com ­

mands tnat they iliould not take victu­

als, or any other thing, o f  perfons 

againft their w il l ;  that they ffiould 

not arreft ffiips or goods o f  Grangers 

or fubjeds ; but, that trade Jhould be 
jree and unrejirained between England, 
Wales, and Ireland. And to corred 

tins abufe o f  pardoning or com m ut­

ing for murder, the king referves to 

himfelf the power o f  pardoning in all 

fuch cafes, and retrains his juftice or 

chancellor from exerciiing that prero­
gative in future.

I am not writing the hiftory o f  Ire- 

md’  altho’ k  is highly fit it ihould

be
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be done by fome one (b) -, for there is 

no civilized people upon earth who 
know fo little o f  their own hiftory or 
affairs as we o f  Ireland do o f  ours ; 

but I conceive it to be a good fervice 

to the public, to remove the prejudices 
which ignorance o f  the truth has laid 

us open to, and which prevail among 

us, even to this day, in a degree e x ­

tremely injurious to the welfare o f  our 

country, and highly difgraceful to us, 
as an enlightened people ; for not con­

tent with the fingle abfurdity o f  iup- 

pofing that no intermixture has hap­

pened among the inhabitants o f  fu 

fmall an ifland in fix centuries ; a new 

mark o f  diftindtion has been borrowed' 

from religion to fupply that o f  defcent,
w hich

{b) T h is  was w ritten before D r .  L e lan d ’ s h iftory 

w as published. I am forry its publication has 

not given m e occafion to alter w hat I had 

written.
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which might otherwiie have been worn 

out in fo many ages ; and altho’ the 

reformation did not take place in E n g ­

land for 350 years after H enry’s in- 

vafion o f  Ireland, yet the proteilants o f  

Ireland are weak enough to ftigmatize 

the whole body o f  the Roman Catho­

lics, as defcendant o f  the antient Iriih, 

and as fuch, are unwilling to allow 

them a community of rights and privi­

leges with themfelves : but that the 

antient inhabitants o f  this iiland were 

equally intitled to all the laws, rights, 

and privileges o f  Englishmen w ith  the 

Engliih adventureres, has been, I per- 

fuade myfelf, fufficiently proved ; and 

altho’ the charters o f  Henry the fé­

cond, and o f  his fon John, granting 

thofe laws, rights, and privileges to 

the people of Ireland, had not the ex- 

prefs confent or concurrence o f  the 

Engliih barons or parliament; yet I 
am bold to affirrri that fuch confent or

con-
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concurrence was not neceflary, and 

the Engliih Statutes themfdves afford 

abundant proofs that the parliament 
of England acquiefced in thefe adts o f  
their kings, and confidered the people 
o f  Ireland for 300 years afterwards as 

Englishmen, and intitled to a com m u­

nity with themfelves in all their laws, 

rights, and privileges. It is difficult 

to avoid carrying w ith us our ideas o f  

things as they appear at prefent, into 

the difcuffion o f  the practice that pre­

vailed in antient times; and as we now 

fee parliament the fource o f  legiila- 

tion, and veiled with high, perhaps 

boundlefs, jurifdiétion, we are apt to 

conceive that fuch has always been the 

cafe, in fome degree at leaft. L aw s too 

are now generally made to reftrain the 

people, and give power to the officers 

o f  the crown ? and parliament, inftead 

o f  petitioning the king for privileges, 

is continually a u t h o r in g  the crow n to

abridge
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abridge the people’s liberties in fome 

inftance or other ; but the truth is, the 

king and the parliament have changed 

places in latter times, and the funda­

mental maxims o f  government are en­

tirely reverfed. T h e  dodtrine, in for­

mer ages was, that all power was in 

the king ; the dodrine now is, that all 

power is derived from the people. 

Every liegerqan was then in the power 

o f  the prince, and fubject to his will, 

except where he could {hew a grant 

or charter o f  the crown in his behalf. 

N o w  the king has no power over any 

man unlefs there be fome law to give 

it to him. Inftead o f  being affembled 

to lignify their acceptance o f  the grace 

o f  the crown in the grant o f  a charter 

or law, parliament now meets o f  

right, propounds and enaits law's, and 

prefents them to the crown for af- 

fent ; and woe be to the adviiers

o f
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of the prince, i f  that aflent be w ith­

held. T h e  expreffions legtflative ju -  
rifdiSlion o f parliament, which are 

applicable to the prefent ilate o f  

things, have no meaning when ap­

plied to former times. Parliament was 

then nothing more than an aifem- 

bly o f  fuch o f  thofe who held lands 

in capite o f  the crow n, as the king 

thought fit to call together by his writ, 

in order to accept on the part o f  the 

whole people, fuch laws or charters 

as the king m ight be pleafed to grant, 

and in return, to fignify the peoples 

confent to the k in g ’s levying, for his 

own ufe, a certain fum o f  money ; how  

then was H enry  obliged to have the 

confent o f  the Englilh  parliament to 

his granting to the people o f  Ireland 

all the laws which him felf  or his pre- 

deceiTors had granted to the people o f  

England ? Neither could he be re- 

ilrained by any law or rule then in be­

ing.
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ing, from calling, by his writ, certain 

o f  his Iriih tenants in capite, to the 

afiembly o f  his tenants, or parliament, 

in England, and receiving their accep­
tance o f  his laws in common with his 

Engliih tenants, and their confent to 

the fame fubfidies alfo ; but whether 

the king thought fit to call any o f  his 

Iriih tenants to thefe afiemblies or not, 

the people o f  Ireland were equally en­

titled, with the people o f  England, to 

the benefit o f  the laws accepted by .fuch 

affemblies; or as the modern moil im ­

proper phrafe is, were equally bound 
by them : for the king was in no cafe 

obliged to fummon all his tenants to 

fuch afiemblies ; and as the fiâtes and 

people o f  Ireland had adopted the laws 

and government o f  England, they were 

thenceforward included in all the tranf- 

adtions o f  thofe aflembUes; for it was 

the law o f  England that thofe afiem- 

blies fhould confent for the whole peo­

ple,
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pie, and we find the fadl correfponds 
with this dodtrine ; for it appears ma- 
nifeft from the Engliih ftatutes (which 
are always the beft and fureit guides 

to the national opinions,) down to the 

l i t  o f  Henry the V th , the year 1413 , 
that this iiland was deemed a part o f  
England, and it’s inhabitants in all re- 

fpedts Englifhmen. In all the adts for 

regulating trade, England, Ireland and 

W ales are coupled together, and the 

liberties and prohibitions extended to 

all alike. By the ilatute o f  the n t h  

o f  Edward the I l ld .  neither man or 
woman in England, Ireland, or Wales 

were to wear cloth, but o f  the manu­

facture o f  England, Ireland, or W ales, 

and o f  fuch parts o f  Scotland as 

were then in the K in g ’s power ; no 

foreign cloths might be brought into 

any o f  thofe countries ; none under a 

certain degree m ight wear furs -, all 

foreign clothworkers might come into

D  any
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any o f  thofe lands with fafety, and 

have franchifes granted them. By the 

8th of Edward the III. wines o f  Gaf- 

coigny imported into England, Ire­

land, or Wales, are directed to be guag- 

ed A ll  people o f  England, Ireland, 

and Wales, that are not artificers, may 

pafs into Gafcoigny in virtue o f  the 

43d o f  Edward the I l ld .  and pur- 

chafe wines, provided they import 

them into England, Ireland, or Wales. 

T h e  ftaple o f  wool, leather, fells, and 

lead, by the 27th o f  Edward the I l id .  

is appointed for England at Newcaftle 

and nine other towns, at Carmarthen 

for, Wales, and at Dublin, Waterford, 
Cork, and Drogheda, for Ireland ; 

and all the wool, leather, fells, and 

lead to be exported out o f  any o f  thoiè 

countries, are directed to be firft car­

ried to a ftaple town in the refpedtive 

countries, and there fold to foreign 

merchants for gold or filver, but not

for
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for foreign merchandife. Merchants 
o f  Ireland or Wales, by the 17th o f  
Edward the I l ld .  are allowed to bring 

their merchandife to the ftaples in E n g ­

land, and fell them there without pay­

ing any but the Iriih or W e lc h  cuf- 
toms ; becaufe, fays the ftatute, “  F o-  

“  reigners do not fo generally go to 

“  purchafe at the Iriih and W e lc h  

“  ftaples as they do to thofe o f  E n g -  
“  land.” T h e  34th o f  Edward the 
I l ld .  accords that all the merchants, as 

well Aliens as Denizens, may come 

into Ireland with their merchandifes, 

and from thence freely to return with 

their merchandifes and vidtuals, without 

fine or ranfom to be taken o f  them, fav- 

ing always the King his antient cuftoms 

and other duties. By the next chapter 

o f  the fame adt, it is enadted “  T h a t  the 
“  people o f  England, as well religious 

“  as other, which have their heritage 

“  and pofleflions in Ireland, may bring
1) 2 “  their
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■«« their corn, hearts, and viduals, to 

“  the faid land o f  Ireland, and from 

“  thence to re-carry their goods and 

“  merchandifes into England freely, 

“  without impeachment, paying their 

** cuftoms and devoirs to the king.” 

By the 43d of the fame Edward, the 

wool ftaple at Calais is taken away, 

but the former ads, appointing ftaples 

in England, Ireland, and Wales, are 

confirmed.

T h e  a d  o f  the 5 th o f  Richard the l id .  

which is the firft Eflay o f  the Engliih 

parliament towards a navigation a d ,  

prohibits the king’s fubjeds from car­

rying forth or bringing in any mer­

chandifes, but only in ihips o f  the 
kings allegiance. Neither Ireland or 

Wales are mentioned in any o f  the en- 

ading claufes or chapters of the 14th of 

that king, but from the preamble it is 

evident that the regulations then made

were



were to take place in thofe countries, 

as well as in England ; the words o f  
the preamble are, “  for the relief and 

“  increafe o f  the common profit o f  the 

“  realm o f  England and o f the Lands 
“  o f Wales and Ireland, which have 

“  been in divers manners greatly hin- 

“  dered in times pail:, our lord the 

“  king, & c . ” From  henceforward we 

find no mention o f  Ireland in any fta- 

tute, until we come to the 8th chapter 

o f  Henry the Vth. fo that from the 

adts I have quoted, it is m oil evident 

that during this long period o f  near 

three centuries, and in the courfe o f  

many reigns, England and Ireland were 

deemed by the king and parliament 

and people o f  England to be incorpo­

rated, and the inhabitants o f  the two 

i(lands to be one people, and equally 

intitled to the fame immunities, and 

fubjedt to the fame reilraints. N or are 

there the fmalleit grounds to fuppofe

that
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that there was any exception o f  the 

defendants o f  the native Iriih from 

this community, and that only the 

Engliih adventurers and their defcen- 

dants were included in it ; for, on the 

contrary, all the terms which might 

lead to fuch ideas o f  diftin&ion are 

carefully avoided, as the ilatutes never 

fpeak o f  Irijhmen, but people o f  Ire­
land, which certainly includes the 

whole inhabitants. How wicked and 

ill-founded then, my countrymen, are 

thofe cruel afperfions upon the Engliih 
government, which our hot-headed 

and ignorant zealots have thrown out, 

as i f  it was they who out-lawed the na­

tives, and excluded them from the com­

mon rights of fubjedts, and even o f  

men ? and how ought we to deleft 

fuch bafe incendiaries, for endeavour­

ing to create in us a jsaloufy and ani- 

mofity againit our Engliih brethren, 

and to make the Engliih government

odious
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[ 39 }
odious to us by fuch notorious falihoods 

and atrocious calumnies ? you cannot 
poffibly refule to give credit to the evi­

dence I have laid before you, and i f  
you do not, it will be equally impoffi- 

ble for you to refufe your affent to this 

confequence which is fo clearly deduci- 

ble from i t ;  namely, that during the 

whole period I have run over, it ap­

pears to have been the uniform purpofe 

o f  the laws and government o f  E n g ­

land to aboliih all diftinátions among 

the inhabitants o f  Ireland, and to con- 

fider all as enjoying the rights and pri­

vileges o f  Engliihmen. W h o  then, 

you will aik, i f  not the Englifh go­

vernment, created and foftered thofe 

cruel and unjuil diftinitions between 

one part o f  the inhabitants and the 

other? I anfwer freely, Iriihmen ; per­

haps the defcendants o f  Englishmen, 

W elch m en , Scotchmen, or Danes, but 

more efpecially our Iriih rulers. Upon

thofe»



thofe, and upon thofe only, is to be 

charged all the mifery, wretchednefs, 

and deftruCtions that have befallen us. 

Before we had a parliament, we fee by 

the aCt o f  the 17th o f  Edward Ift. that 

the conduit of our great men in power 

did not efcape the notice o f  the E n g ­

liih government, and that a wife and 

effectual meafure was taken to put a 

flop to their oppreffions upon our trade 

and exaCtions o f  office, as well as to 

deprive them of the power o f  making 

diftin&ions in cafes o f  murder and fe­

lonies between one part o f  the people 

and the other, and pardoning or pu­

nching according to that wicked rule 

they had made o f  allowing the Engliih 

laws to the defcendants of Engliih on­

ly, and allowing the defcendants of 
the native Iriih no other than the bre- 

hon law. But when a parliament was 

once held in Ireland, the Engliih go­

vernment committed the care o f  the

inhabitants
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inhabitants to it, and from thenceforth 
the Englifh parliament did not once 

interfere with its domeftic government 

or intermeddle in its affairs. H ow  

well the Iriih parliament and thofe in 

power here purfued the beneficent and 

wife purpofes o f  the Englifh govern­
ment, may eafily be collected from the 

terms they made ufe o f  to diftinguiih 
the defcendants o f  the native Iriih from 

thofe they fuppofed to be defcendants 

o f  the Engliih adventurers, 170 years 

after the incorporation o f  the two na­

tions by H enry the fécond, denomi­

nating the one Irtjh enemies, and the 

others Englijhmen. O f  this and o f  the 

cruel, violent, and illegal methods o f  

proceeding with thofe unhappy men, 

w hom  they were pleafed to confound 

under the general name o f  Irijh enemies, 
the ads of the Iriih parliament in the 

25th o f  Henry the V lth .  chapt. the

?d
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2d and 3d, which I have copied in the 

margin (c) are fliocking proofs.

There

(c) T h e  25th Henry the V l t h .  chap. 4th. enafls 

“  that he that will be taken for an Engliihm an 

íhall not ufe a beard upon his upper-lip alone. 

T h e  offender ihall be taken as an Iriih enemy.

“  F o r  that now there is no diveriity in any be­

tw ixt the Engliih marchours and the Irifh ene­

mies, and fo by colour o f  the Engliih  marchours 

the Iriih enemies do come from day to day to other 

into the Engliih counties as Engliih marchours, 

and do rob and kill b y  the highw ays, and deftroy 

the common people by lodging upon them in the 

nights, and alfo do kill the huibands in the nights, 

and do take their goods to the Irifhmen ; where­

fore it is ordained and agreed, that no manner man 

that will be taken for an Engliihm an, ihall have 

no beard above his mouth ; that is to fay, that he 

have no hairs upon his upper-lip, fo that the faid 

lip be once at leaft fhaven every fortnight, or o f  

equal growth with the nether lip. And if  any 

man be found amongft the Engliih contrary here­

unto, that then it ihall be lawful to every man



There is good ground to believe, 

from the ftyle and tenor o f  the Irifli
ails

to take them and their goods as Iriih enemies, and 

to ranfom them as Iriih enemies.”

C H A P .  V .

Alfo  for that divers Iriih enemies be many 

times received by lieutenants and juilices o f  this 

land to become liege men, and thereto are fworn 

to be loyal lieges during their lives ; and after 

many times they do not perimpliih the fame, but 

do rob, burn, and deftroy the king’ s liege people, 

and the fame liege people, for fear to be im peach­

ed, dare not kill nor imprifon the faid enemies, 

nor take their goods nor chatties, w hereby the faid 

liege people do take great hurt and hindrance. It 

is ordained and eftabliihed, that i f  any fuch Iriih 

enemies, fo received to the legiance o f  our fovereign 

lord, be found w ith  any fuch offence aforefaid, 

that it fhall be lawful to every liege man that m ay 

meet w ith  them to do w ith  the faid Irifhm en, fo 

received to the legiance aforefaid, and to their 

goods and chattels, as to a man that never was 

becom e liege, w ith out any impeachm ent o f  the 

law , notwithftanding any ilatute.”
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ads o f  thefe times, that they were 

pafíbd by the deputy or lieutenant,

without having been tranfmitted to 

England, or approved by the king; for 

it is not to be fuppofed that the E ng­

liih government would have confented 

to aéts fo diredly contrary to the laws 

o f  England, or have fuffered it to be 

declared by ftatute, as is done in that 

o f  35th o f  Henry the V lth .  chapter 

3d. that there -were Jundry perfons in 
Ireland who were not amenable to the 
common law ; and indeed we find it is 

expreisly declared in the preamble o f  

the n t h  o f  Elizabeth for confirming 

Poyning’s adt, that when liberty was 

given to the governors under her Ma~

I jcfty’s

T h e  5th o f  Edward the IV th .c h a p . 2d. “  A n

act that it ihaii be lawful to kill any that is found 

robbing by day or night, or going or coming to 

rob or fteal, having no faithful man o f  good name 

or fame in their company in Engliih apparel.”
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jefty’s progenitors to call parliaments at 
their pleafure, adts paífed as well to 

the di/Jjonour o f the prince as to the bin­
der ance o f their fubjefls. It was the * 
abufe then o f  this liberty o f  making 

laws by the Iriih parliament and chief 
governors that called for that now ob­

noxious and bewailed adt o f  the io th  

of Henry the 7th, commonly called 

Poyning’s adt, which obliges the lieu­
tenant, or deputy, and privy council o f  

Ireland to reprefent to the king the 

neceifity or expediency o f  holding a 

feflion o f  parliament; and i f  we dif- 

paffionately examine the feveral adts 

which I have quoted as paifed by Iriih 

parliaments, antecedent to this k ing ’s 

reign, and compare them w ith  thofe 

w h ich  followed this reitridtion, I am 

confident it will appear that this re- 

ftraint was necefiary for the common 

good o f  the people o f  Ireland, and 

that it has been produdtive o f  benefi­

cial
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cial confequences to them. Indeed 

the feveral laws enaited in this reign 

ihew an attention to the quiet and 

good government o f  Ireland, which is 

not difcoverable in the Iriih Statutes o f  

any preceding reign. T h e  adt that no 

citizen receive livery or wages o f any 
lord or gentleman, was certainly highly 

neceiTary for the peace and profperity 

o f  the city o f  Dublin, and the other 

cities and towns, i f  what we are told 

in the preamble be true, “  that it was 

“  ufual for the citizens to be retained 

“  by certain lords and gentlemen, con- 

“  trary to their own laws and cuftoms ; 

“  whereas they iliould take part with 

“  no man but only the part of their 

“  fovereign lord and his lieutenant for 

** the time being, and to fee their faid 

“  cities and towns furely kept under 

“  due order and obeyance, the which 

“  retainders,partaking, and divifionhave

“  been
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“  been a.great caufe o f  all the trouble 

“  within the faid land.”

T h e  a£ts “  that no perfon take any 
“  money or amends fo r  the death or mur- 
“  der o f his friend or kinfman other 
“  than the kings laws w ill ; that noper- 
“  fon Jlir any Iri/hry to make war -, that 

“  no peace in war be made with any man 
“  without licence o f the governor -, that 
“  fo r  extirpation o f a new manner o f 
“  coin and livery, fo r  abolijhing the 
“  words Cramabo and Butferabo, and 

** that whereby murder o f malice pro- 
“  penfe is made treafon •”  all fpeak fuffi- 

ciently for themfelves ; but there is 

fomething fo expreiTive o f  the defire o f  

government to reftrain the violences o f  

the great men, to protedl the low er 

clafs, and do equal juftice to all in the 
laft mentioned adt, that I cannot help 

reciting it. “  Forafmuch as there hath 

“  been univerfal murder by malice pro-'

“  penfe,
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“  penfe, ufed and had in this land by 

“  divers perfons contrary to the laws o f  

“  Almighty God and the king, witb-
“  out any fear or due punijhment had in 
“  that behalf, be it enadted, & c .  T hat 

“  i f  any perfon or perfons whatfoever 
“  eft ate, degree, or condition, he or they 
“  be of, o f  malice propen fe, do llee or 
“  murder, or of the faid malice pro- 

“  voke, itir, or procure any other per- 

“  fon or perfons to flee or murder any 
“ o f the king's fubjetts within this land 

“  o f  Ireland, be deemed traitor attain- 

“  ted of haute treafon, likewife as it 
« jhould extend to our faid  fovereign 
“  lord’s perfon, or to his royal ma- 

“  jefty.”

T h e  Engliih aót o f  the firft o f  H en­
ry Vth. by which I limited my affer- 
tion that the iiland and people o f  Ire­

land were, by the king and parliament 

o f  England deemed incorporated with 

England, marks no line o f  partition
between



between the tw o  iflands, neither does 
it make any difcrimination o f  the rights 

and privileges o f  the inhabitants, but 

inafmuch as it fixes an opprobrious 

itigma upon the natives o f  Ireland, 
and reftrains them o f  that free inter- 

courfe with England which the incor­

poration o f  the tw o  iflands intitled 

them to ;  it mull be allowed to indi­

cate in the parliament of England an 
idea o f  diftindtion between the natives 

o f  Ireland and the natives of England: 

the like obfervation may be made up­

on the firft o f  Henry V l t h .  chap. 3d, 

and the fécond Henry V l t h .  chap. 8th, 

which are properly amendments o f  the 

former adt o f  Henry V th .  but altho' 

thele adts unqueftionably fet up a dif­

tindtion between the natives o f  the 

tw o iflands, yet they do not appear to 

have been followed by any others o f  a 

fimilar nature; nor indeed is there to

E  be
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be found upon the ftatute roll down to 

the 15th o f  Charles the l id .  a iingle 

a i l  for laying any partial reftraint upon 

the trade or manufactures o f  Ireland, 

or impofing any duty upon the manu­

factures, produits, or merchandife o f  

Ireland, when imported into England.

» O n the contrary, all the laws refpedt- 

ing trade paiTed in the feveral reigns 

antecedent to the reitoration, convey to 

the people o f  Ireland the fame advan­

tages which they confer on the people 

o f  England. T h e  third o f  Edward the 

IV th , which declares certain “  M er- 

“  chandifes not lawful to be brought 

ready wrought into England, has 

** this provifo, that all wares and 

** chaffres made and wrought in the 

land o f  Ireland or Wales, may be 

“  brought and fold in this realm of 

fC England, as they were wont, before 

ff the making o f  this ilatute, this adt

“  or
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“  or Statute notwithstanding.” T h e  firft 

o f  Henry V l l t h  enadts, T h a t  no G af-  

coign or Guien wines be brought in 
but by Engliih, IriJ).b, and W elchm en, 

and by their Ships.

T h e  4th of that king enadts, “  that 

“  no perfon o f  whatfoever degree con- 

“  vey or bring into this realm, Ire- 
“  land, Wales, Calais, or Berwick, 

“  any manner o f  wines or Tholoufe 

“  wood, but in Ships owned by the 

« king or fome o f  his fubjedts o f  his 

“  realm o f  England, Ireland, Wales, 
«  Calais, or Berwick, and the maSter 

“  and mariners being Englishmen, 

“  Irijhtnen, or W elchm en, or o f  Ber- 

“  w ick  or Calais.”

T h e  fir ft o f  Henry the V U Ith .  chap. 
5th, declares that “  every Englishman 

“  and all other the King’s iubjedts may
“  enter
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ie enter the goods o f  another Engliih- 

“  man, or the king’s fubjedts, in any 

«* port in England, Ireland, & c . ”

T h e  23d o f  this king confirms the 

before mentioned ftatute o f  Henry the 

V l l t h .  refpedting wines and wood, and 

in the 5th and 6th of Edw ard the 

V lth .  it is repealed.

T h e  8th o f  Elizabeth, chap. 3d. 

inflidts a penalty upon carrying out o f  

England, Wales, or Ireland, over fea, 

any rams, lambs, or iheep alive. T h e  

43d o f  this reign prohibits the ftretch- 

ing woollen cloths within her Majeity’s 

realm o f  England, or the dominions o f  
the fame.

T h e  2d o f  James the Ift. forbids to 

employ in hatmaking any perfon bom 

out o f  his M ajeily ’s realms and domi­

nions



nions o f  England, Scotland, and Ire­
land.

Another adl o f  the fame year per­

mits, under certain reftridtions, any 

perfons, being Jubjefts o f the King’s Ma- 
jejly, to tranfport corn in any ihip 

whereof any Engliih-born fubjett (hall 

be the owner. T h e  adt o f  the third o f  

this king, chap. 6th, for enabling all 
his Majefty’s loving fubjedts o f  E n g ­

land and Wales to trade freely into 

the dominions o f  Spain, Portugal, and 

France, has a preamble fo expreffive o f  

the fenfe parliament had o f  the com ­

mon right o f  the king’s fubjedts to a 
free trade, and abhorrence o f  a mono- 

ply, that I ihall recite it at full length, 

“  Whereas divers merchants have o f  
“  late obtained from the king, under 

“  the great feal of England, a large 

** charter o f  incorporation for them

“  and
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“  and their company to trade into the 

“  dominions o f  Spain and Portugal, 

“  and are moil earneil fuitors to obtain 

“  the like for France, whereby none 

“  but themfelves and fuch as they ihall 

“  think fit ihall take benefit o f  the faid 

“  charter, difabling thereby all others 

“  his Majeily’s loving fubjedls o f this 
“  realm of England and Wales, who 

“  ought indifferently to enjoy all the 

“  benefits o f  this moil happy peace, 

“  and alfo debarring them from that free  
“  enlargement o f common traffic into 
“  thofe dominions which others his M a- 

“  j efiy s fubjeBs o f this realm o f Scot- 
“  land and Ireland do enjoy.”

Thefe, together with thofe which I 

beforementioned, are the only laws re- 

fpefting trade that I find to have been 

made in England before the reftoration, 

and it is moil evident from the extracts

which
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which I have given, that the legiila- 

tures which enadted them clearly held 

the inhabitants o f  Ireland to be intitled 
to all the privileges and immunities 

enjoyed by the inhabitants o f  England; 
but as commerce now became a prin­

cipal objedt o f  the attention o f  the 

Engliih parliament, a fp ir ito f  monopoly 

and exclufion o f  others, w hich a love 

o f  trade never fails to generate, difco- 

vers itfelf in all their future meafures, 

and Ireland is no longer confidered as 

a part o f  England, and incorporated 

w ith  it, but it is henceforth regarded 
as the competitor inftead o f  the fifter 

o f  England, and all its commercial 

advantages viewed with partial and jea­

lous eyes. Other caufes, befides the 

felfiih nature o f  trade, were not wanting 

to create a breach in the union o f  the 

two i(lands ; the vanity o f  Henry the 

VJIIth. in taking the title o f  K ing o f

Ireland,
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Ireland, and by confequence eredling 
the iiland into a kingdom, had no 

fmall ihare in the mifchief ; for this 

fatal name o f  kingdom, whenever it 

was founded in the ears o f  a native of 

England, could not but excite in him 

ideas of a diftinit ftate or dominion, hav­

ing interefts and views peculiar to itfelf, 

feparate from, and incompatible with 

the views and interefts o f  England. 

T h e  repugnance which the Roman Ca­

tholics o f  Ireland had always ihewn 

fince the Reformation to the Engliih 

government, and their then late horrid 

maifacre o f  thofe they deemed the def­

cendants of Englishmen, mutt alfo have 

greatly ferved to ftrengthen this jea- 

loufy in the people o f  England, and 

the number o f  fettlers which had 

flowed into Ulfter from Scotland, 

whofe principles Charles and his loyal 

parliament equally diiliked, was no

fmall
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fmall inducement for them to coun­

tenance by law the popular preju­

dices.

W h a t  happened to W ales in the 

reign o f  Henry IV th . gives weight to 

thefe fuggeftions ; for the people o f  that 

principality having fupported Earl M or­

timer’s title, Henry and his party in 

revenge procured feveral ails o f  parlia­

ment to be paffed, by w hich  W ales 

and its inhabitants were feparated and 

cut o ff  from England and the rights o f  

Engliihmen, nor was that country re­
united to England, and its inhabitants 

reftored to their privileges, until the 

reign o f  Henry the V U I th .  T h e  cafe 

o f  Scotland in later times affords an­

other proof o f  the mifchievous effeds o f  

prejudice and jealoufy ; for immedi­

ately after the reftoration o f  Charles, 

that free trade and communication with
F  England
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England and its dominions, which had 

been allowed to Scotland from the ac- 

ceilion of James, was abridged, and 

Scotland and Scotiihmen laid under the 

fame difabilities in refpedt to trade as 

foreigners. It was however the hap- 

pinefs of Wales to have no diftindt go­

vernment o f  its own, to continue the 

jealoufy o f  England by its ridiculous 

attempts at independency -, and Scot­

land, by relinquishing her feparate le- 

giilature, and abforbing it in that o f  

England, by that one adt, the wifeit ihe 

ever did, removed for ever all the bars 

and obftrudtions to her intercourfe and 

commerce with England and its domi­

nions, and became intitled to all the 

benefits, rights, and immunities, that 

the power, wealth, and wifdom o f  

England had for many ages been ac­

quiring.

[ 5« ]

Should



Should my countrymen refufe to 

profit o f  thefe examples, from an un- 

willingnefs to abforb their local legi- 

flature in that by which the whole em ­

pire is governed, (till there are other 

means they may employ to recover 

their former fituation.
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