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ADVERTISEMENT.

TH AT the following Sheets were not originally

intended for the Public, the Editor can venture 1o
affure them 5 but be will not endeavour to excite
their Curiofity, by attributing bis baving acquired
them to the Theft of a Capuchin, or the Gratitude
of an Englith Courtezan, 1t is enough for bim, if
they point out what may be apprebended by Bri-
tain, from the prefent Difpofition of the Irifh ;
and, if they are not unworiby of the Writer to
whom they are atiributed, nor undeferving the No-
sice they met with from the noble Lord to whom
they are addreffed, be apprebends that it cannot at
all affect the Public, whether he came at the Co-
pies by Favour or Fraud.
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Dublin, May 14, 1779.
My Logrp,

f YO UR Lordfhip’s choice of me from a
body who have been equally diftinguifthed
for their political information, and the ex-
tenfion of literary knowledge, demands the

utmoft exertion in your fervice of whatever
abilities nature or ftudy may have given me.

I fhould," I own, be diftruftful of thefe
abilities
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abilities, did not your Lordfbtp s choice
confer a fan&ion upon them, and almoft
excufe the vanity of my fuppofing myfelf
worthy of that flattering diftin@ion. Yet,
my Lord, I muft claim an indulgence for
thofe inaccuracies which long abfence may
~ give my phrafeology, or a refidence in other
kingdoms involve my ideas of Government
in; though-I hope that induftry may be
preventive of any material errors in_either.
It is now my duty to endeavour to de-
fcribe accurately to your Lordfhip the ge-
nius and difpofition of the Irifh at prefent.
This I fhall endeavour, though diffident of
my own judgment ; particularly when I re-
fle@, that your Lordthip, by being a member
of the Irith Legiflature, has a right to chal-
lenge a betteracquaintance with the interefts
of this kingdom than I can pofiibly have ac-
quired; and, when I confider that your Lord-
thip is furrounded by men of the moft emi-
nent abilities in every fpecies of literature, I

grow more fearful of hazarding opinions to a
mind,
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mind, perhaps, pre-occupied with more juft
ideas of the fubjefts I am to difcufs ; but,
as your Lordfhip-has made it my duty, and
as I know you to be above prejudices, 1
will, in obedience to your direQions, fend
you, from time to time, fuch an account of
whatever may appear to deferve your atten-
tion, as I can procure, either by inquiries
among my Jdrethren difperfed through the
kingdom, or by perfonal obfervation in that
tour which you have wifthed me to make.
But in this, as I know your Lordthip de-
fires rather the features of men, than the
pi¢tures of countries, I fhall not give any
attention to defcription, except where the
view of the {pot may tend to elucidate the
manners of the people; and fhall rarely
rifque an opinion where I am not fupported
by popular, if not fuperior, arguments.

With gratitude for the diftin&ion con-
ferred on me, and for the favours I have
- experienced, I have the honour to be, &c.

LET-
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Dublin, May; 1749,
My Lorp,

O N my arrival at Dublin, in purfuance of
your dire@ions, I founded the people of my
acquaintance in general, with regard to the
popular alarm on your fide of the water, of
an infurrettion here. In order to effeCtuate
this thoroughly, I made or renewed as
_many acquaintances as poffible. ~Curiofity,
with all nations not much ufed to trade, isa
leading feature. A foreigner, then, or a

native who has fpent any confiderable time

abroad, is here an obje& greatly exciting
that paffion. Guided by this clue, I have
got admittance into many fets of people,
very different as to principles, yet all united
in the idea of ridiculing that fuppefition, as
illufory and imaginary. ¢ An infurrection,”
fay they, ¢ can be only formidable from its

«« Jeaders, and we have no man fufficiently
«¢ diftinguifhed
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<< diftinguifhed by fortune, power, or abi-
<< lities, to dire& a popular commotion.
¢ Phrenzies of the common herd are not
““ to be dreaded. Like raging tempefts,
‘¢ too violent to be lafting, they terrify for
¢ 3 moment, but want a uniformity of mea-
¢ fures to make the terror permanent,”
Upon an inquiry into the caufes which
have left Ireland thus deftitute of leaders,
I find, that the want of thofe objects of in-
tereft or ambition, which have in all ge-
vernments, and at all times, called forth
great abilities in the purfuit of them, is the
grand preventive of every {pirited exertion,
whether popular or faltious. Your Lord-
fhip’s example 1s too illuftrious for me
~ not to lay hold of, as a confirmation of
what T advance. Abilities like your’s might
ftimulate the people to make fome en-
deavour worthy of fuch a leader; but,
while your Lordfhip has fuch a counter-
poifing intereft in England, this circum-
ftance may be talked of, but cannot be ex-
peGed. The few men refident here, who

B even
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even nominally are men of property, have-
their eftates {o incumbered with ‘debts; ‘and
fo covered with Cuflodiams*, a {pecies. of
legal cruelty happily"unknown on your fide
of the water, that, while [/ for any change
mufl better their condition,” ) their neceffity

* Cuftodiam is the praftice chiefly ecomplied" with in
Iteland after judgment. The plaintiff, inftead of eobtain-
ing the poffeflion of a moiety of the defendant’s eftate by
Elegit, préceeds to an Outlgwry, in confequence of which
the lands of the defendant become vefted in the -Crown,
which,’ on application in the revenue fide of the Exche- ..
quer, grants them in cuftodiam to the plaintiff, who is now
called the Cuftodee, and is to remain in pofleflion until
the demand which he has againft the defendant 1s fatisfied ;
and all other creditors are precluded  from reforting to the
lands, however greater their demands, or however prior in
time: fo that you may frequently fee the creditors of a
large eftate, like fo many jockeys, whipping and fpurring
for the poft at the end of a heat, endeavouring who fhall
firlt lodge . their Outlawry with the fheriff. For, as the
cuftodee has only the power of attaching the under-temant,
and the landlord cannot diftrain, fearful of incutring the
confequences of a contempt of the Courts, the tenants aveid
paying the landlerd or cuftodee, and the debt remaims ‘an
incumbrance-on the eflate, equally diftrefling to the debtor
and creditors; for they have no remedy againft the cufto-
dee, but by a bill to compel him to compute, o which a
clean-handed attorney - will -contrive fuch an anfwer, or,
upon any motion, prepare {uch ' affidavits, as fhall induce
inconceivable“ delays. - An eftate of mearly 6oool. per ann.
has been known to be held under a Cuftodiam for more
than three years, for the payment of only 460l. to the pre-
clufion of creditors for larger fums ; yer no want of legal
diligence | 3¢ :

fits
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fits them for every fcheme of defpair, theis
total poverty incapacitates them from the ex=
ecution of even the moft landable defigns. On
your fide of the water, on the contraryy the
objeéts of ambition are many ; thofe of intereft
yet more ; it is not, therefore, to be wondered
that Irith abilitics are more frequently ex+
erted with you, where the diftribution of the
loaves and the fi/bes remains, that in a conten-~
tion at home for (as SwisT ealls it) their
““ brogues and their butter-milk,” Even the
merit, which will obtain a penfion on their
own eftablithment, muft be that of con-
triving heavier burthensfor the nation; to
gain which pittance, the neceflity I have

already mentioned fully fits thofe who aré
able to procure feats in the fenate, which

are only held defirable, as being the way to

places or prcfermcnt;; for. Government here

has conftantly acted conformably to a maxim

of Tacitus: ¢ Ceteri nobilium, quanto

“¢ quis_fervitio promptior, officio & hono-

‘¢ ribus._ extollerentur®*.”  Thus, while
* Annal, Lib. L.

B2 | only
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only fenators can be confequential enough
to take a lead in popular difturbances, they
rather chufe to be the inftruments of thofe
needy ftatefmen who are fent over to rule
them, than to take thofe fteps which while
they may emancipate their pofterity, alarm
themielves with the apprehenfions of pre-
fent poverty. But, exclufive of this, a very
large body of the people are fo clofely at-
tached to the prefent Adminiftration, that,
unlefs greater advantages than any change
of it can afford, even though the event, fo
much defired by all good men, of your
Lordfhip’s becoming our ftate pilot, were
to be the confequence, that a regular 6p-
pofition, formidable to any infurreion,
however powerful, muft be expected; an
oppofition to which every internal refource
of the infurgents muft prove inadequate,
even if England fat a filent fpe@ator of the
confufion, and left Ireland to act as arbiter
of its own difturbances, Your Lordfhip

will
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will readily advert to the Roman Catholics.
You will remember, too, when I talk of
that body of people, that I fpeak as a poli=
tician, not as a religionitt. David Hume,
whom your Lordfhip muft allow to have
had no bias of that kind, talks of them as a
people, ¢ loyal from principle, attached to
«¢ regal power from religious education, uni-
¢ formly oppofing popular phrenfy, and
¢¢ zealous vindicators of royal prerogative.”
To thefe religious charaleriftics may be
added, their obligations and gratitude to
minifterial indulgence. Bound for a feries
of years by the fetters of perfecution, and
confidering their interefts as feparate, if not
oppofite to the ftate, the prefent Minifter
has been hardy enough to break the prin-
cipal links of their old chain, and fetter -
them anew to himfelf. That this {uppofi-
tion is not too bold, will be evident, I doubt
not, to your Lordfhip, if you will refle&,
that for many years backward, the Roman

Catholics
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Catholics in that country'in vain requefted
any, however fmall, alleviation of the bur«
dens impofed upon them by thofe fevere
a@s of parliament which the neceffity of
former times had framed for the prevention
of the growth of Popery. ' Until the laft
feflions here, - the idea of diminithing or re=
laxing thofe laws was univerfally reprobated
by every order in Parliament; but, when at
that time it - received minifterial fan&ion
and fupport, it was the fortune of that quef~
tion, which might long fince have been as
liberally difpofed of, to attach that body of
the people to the Englith Minifter, not to
the Irifh Parliament.
- A body, thus formidable, (being, by pat-
liamentary computation, as feven to one ;
but which, on prefent inquiry, would appear
- to be much more,) muft be too dangerous
for any infurreCtion of men of diffenting or
republican principles not to fear a compe-
tition with, efpecially if your Lordfhip re-
curs to what I have already advanced ;—the
total .
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total want of leaders to make any force
even if united, powerful. A very few years
ago there remained one obje&, indeed, for
ambition in. Ireland, the dignity of Lord
Fuftice.  'The needinefs, or the cunning of
a late chief Governor * has removed even
that inftrument of rivalthip, and made that
a reward to fenatorial obedience in the
Houfe of Lords in England, which before
ferved to excite the induftrious or ambitious,
among.the Irith, to endeavour to attain it.
Hence a man of confiderable fortune, or
eminent abilities, is rarely feen here, except
to renew leafes, or, perhaps, to take his feat

in one of the Houfes here, as a feather in
the cap, lefs of ufe than ornament; or like

a young acor, ‘who rubs off his mauvaife
honte in a country town, to fit him for a

larger theatre.
| I have, &c.

® Lord Towni—d.

BB T
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Belfaft, Fune 18, 1779,
My LoRrp,

SINCE my laft, [ have continued my re-
fearches, and have found no reafon to change
the pofitions I therein advanced. In my
progrefs northward, though I have found
firong military affociations, “ yet the beft in-
quiry I could make, convinced me that, to
whatever purpofe they may be perverted,
yet they were framed for that of national
defence from foreign invafion. The idea
of an union between Britain and this king-
dom has been induftrioufly difleminated
here : but you, my Lord, muft know there
can be no foundation on which fuch an
union can be fo ereed as to give it ftability.
The vaft incumbrance of the national debt
inBritain, daily too increafing, by the hea-

vy expences of the prefent war, has fo in-
volved
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volved in taxes every article of commerce,
whether intended for domeftic ufe cor fo-
reign confumption, that Ireland, if the were
united to Britain, and unburdened with this
national incumbrance, muft underfel her in
every foreign market: and if reftrained by

~ any proportionate fhare, {uch a burden would
fo eperate, through the poverty of the na-
tion, as to become a total check to their
trade, which is already pretty well deferted.
The Roman Catholics, who for the moft
part carried it on, having new an opportu-
nity of taking long leafes, have converted
their merchandize into cafth, and fecured
themfelves by interefts as nearly real eftates

as almoft is poflible #. Thofe, then, who
are moft credited by the public here, in-

- culcate this doctrine on their minds, ¢ That,
¢ to accept of an union upon any terms,

* Roman  Catholics are enabled, in Ireland, to take
leafes for g9g years, and mortgages of real eltates, for
money ledt by them ; which before the late a&t they were
incapable of. = This has occafioned all money lent upon
fimple contraét to be called in, unlefs {ecared by mortgage,
and has béen produ&ive of the withdrawing much money
from rrade.

¥ «« would
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¢« would be nugatory and ridiculous: for”

<« them to receive, and ufelefs to Britain to’

<« grant ;” and their wifh is to have the

reftraints removed rather by any othermeans

than one which, while it gives the fpecious

thow of utility, really deftroys the chance

of the advantages hereafter to be expected

'by them. For, they argue,. < That empire
« is now taking its progrefs weftward, and
¢¢ that Europe will dwindle into that infe-
<< rior fituation, with regard to America,.
¢ that the African and Ajfiatic provinces:
¢¢ now bear to ber; that it is, therefore, at
¢ this time, the intereft of Irithmen to look.
¢ to the advantages of their pofterity, and
<« endeavour to eftablith themfelves inde-
¢ pendent of England as a key of com-
¢« merce between Europe and America:”
and they alfo affert, < That, if they unite
«« themfclves with the wreck of Britain, they
¢« muft fink with her under the daily ag-
¢« gravated burthens of her national incum-
".«¢ brances.”—Thefe obfervations feem to
; counter-
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.counteract thofe already made with regard

to infurrections ; but your Lordfhip will re-
member that I principally reprobated com-
motions, from their being fimilar to thofe fo
frequently fupprefled, of the White Boys,
Hearts of Steel, Oak Boys, &c. deftitute of
lcadcrs to make their motions regular, or

their attempts formidable ; not thofe where-
in the expe&ation of a great part of the
nation leads them to believe they will be

offered national independence by foreign
affiftance. And, in thisidea, whatever Ad-
dreffles or Reports on the other fide of the
water may fay, all perfuafions are united;

. -the Roman Catholics, from the fimilitude

of religiousfentimenté.; the Proteftants, from

the condué& of the French with regard to
America; and all fe€&ts and denominations,

from the decay of ‘their:trade, and the con-

tinuance of every check to it, which is de-
ftructive and enflaving : for, fay they, ¢ The

oy rcdu&ion of a whole peop]e to ﬂavcry,

- upon raifing the arm to refift injuries, 1s
| ‘¢ not



( 20 )

¢« not the do&rine of this day ; the powers

«¢ of Europe think themfelves bound in
¢ honour and intereft to prevent it. In-
< tereft, to the difgrace of Monarchs, muit
<¢ be acknowledged to be concerned ; and |
¢ it is well that even that is left as a coun-
« terpoife to lawlefs force. Had Corfica
¢¢ been capable of prefenting that imme-
«« diate profpe& of advantage which Ire-
«¢ land can afford to her defender, the French
¢« would not be at this time in peaceable
«¢ pofleflion of the whole ifland. In poffef-
¢ fion, however, theyare; which, as well
¢¢ 55 the Britifh dominions in Canada, fhew

"<« that a people may change their Sovereign,
<« and yet ¢njoy their properties, cuftoms,
¢« and laws.”—And this doérine is not
new ; for the French have, for a feries of
years paft, affe@ed to fpread reports of their
maintaining the independence of Ireland,
and fixing it upon as firm a foundation as
that of America, if the Irifh have virtue

| * enough
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enough for the conteft. On the other hand,
it is argued againft any endeavours for the
independance of the Irith being fuccefsful,
and againft the fuppofition of the affiftance
of France being any way ufeful to that -
end, That the vicinity of England muft to-
tally prevent fuch efforts of either the Irifh
or French from being practicable ; for, while
Ireland, from its total want of marine force,
muft be precluded from reaping any of its
natural advantages itfelf, and while the Bri-
tith navy rides triumphant over the ocean,
the ports of Ireland muft remain fhut up
from every other nation. But it is con-
tended, by the fticklers for independencc,
¢« That their ports (except in one article of
< confumption, the /nen manufalture which
¢ has decreafed exceflively in its exports
¢ fince the prefent impolitic war with
¢¢ America) cannot be more fhut up than
¢¢ they are already : that the confumption
¢ of their cattle has been fo barred by a

¢¢ prohibitory
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<< prohibitory proclamation, as to almoft
<¢ induce a national bankruptcy : and, more-
< over, that, as France declares her intention
< of fupporting them in a frec and inde-
<6 pendcnt {tate, it would be madnefs in Ire-
< land to refufe it ; efpecially when it is re-
¢ membered, that in the courfe of the laft
¢¢ war, while Britain, with the affiftance of
«¢ Ireland and America, guided by a ftatef-
¢ man * who feemed fortunate enough to
¢« have hit the caprice of that nation, con-
« tended againft her, there was little of that
¢ equality wanted between the two powers
< which the feparation of America from
¢¢ Britain has given to France. And it muft
~4¢ be thercfore evident, that the propofed
«¢ alienation of Ireland from England muft
¢ give fuch a fuperiority to the French
¢¢ {cale, as to enable them to maintain Irith
“¢ independence, and thereby. thorbughly and
<¢ laftingly outweigh Britain in Eufope, by

¢ depriving her from ever turning to ad-

* Lord Chatham,
e vantage
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K '\}antage the natural refources of that coun—
LY try, which were well known to all Eu-~
* rope fo carly as the days of Adgricola;. for
¢« 1t s defcribed by Tacitus, ¢ Hibernia
¢« medio inter Britannium atque Hifpan‘ia«m

L

ﬁta, & Gallico quoque mari opportuna.

b Mehus aditus portufque per commeicia et
‘¢ negotiatores cogmtl '-- And that,if the Irifh
« unite themfelves, théy may become able
¢¢ 1o enjoy thofe benefits which, though given
¢ to them by Nature, the envy of their
¢« neighbours had denied them :—a moft
¢ culpable envy in Britain ;. forit manifefted
¢« a forgetfulnefs that all'the advantages of
¢¢ the trade of Ireland muft ultimately re-
« fult to England, as'long as her dominion
« gver that country remained uncontro-

¢« yverted.” How far thefe latter argu-
¢ ments may take effec, or whether France
will be equally {uccefsful in her detachment

of Ireland from Britain, as fhe has been 1n

that point with regard to the American
provinces,
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‘provinces, is a queftion yet to be decideds
National Independence, however, is a doc-
trine which has never been given up by the
Irith, though frequently, but particulaly
lately, controverted by the Englith. The
Prefbyterians, too, which may be called the
fteady part of the nation, as they have at
all times maintained their principles uni-
formly, have this chara&er of Independence
as the very contour of their religion. And,
in the late act of parliament for relief of the
fubje&ts of Ireland profefling the Roman
Catholic religion, and effablyfbing that reli-
gion by law, there was a particular neglect .
of that part of the nation: for they then
requefted a repeal of the facramental teft,
which was firft impofed upon them in a
claufe of one of thefe aéls for preventing the
growth of Popery which the legiflature had
jaft at' that time thought fit to abrogate.

But, as they had only the popularity and
juftice of the meafure to recommend it, that

which
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" which was granted to the Roman Catholics
at the nod of the Minifter, was denied to
their petitions, of which the confideration
was poftponed to a future day. You will
not wonder, then, my Lord, if, thus difcon-
tented, they fhould be ready, on any eppor-
tunity, to imitate the exertions of their re-
ligious brethren on the other fide of the
Atlantic, efpecially when the {fuccefs there
marks out what may be expected here.

Iam, &c.

D LET-
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LETTERIIV.

= Londonderry, Fune 291h, ";7.7.9, :
My Lorbp, e

M Y progrefs northward  has aflited me
to form a more ‘thorough opinion of the
principles of the Prefbyteriansin this king-
dom,—their. religious  hatred of epifco-
pacy—the lay government:of their church,
—their difrelith of their prefent Parliament
in Ireland, which was occafioned, as I be-
fore hinted, by the refufal of a repeal of
the Telt A&, which, they fay, rofe from
the obedience of the Irith Parliament to the
prefent Adminiftration in England, to whofe
mandates, they fay, that fenate fhews a
complaifance and good-breeding only to be
cqualled by that of the ufurper of Brent-
Jord, in the Rebearfal,

- "% Their bills are welcome, whatfoe’er they are.”

This teft act, which obliges them to take
" | the
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't‘h_e;‘__ facrament ; according - to _the modes
of the cftablifhed church, on their, being
gppoir}‘tcd:_.tp\ any  office, or acquiring
any, employment, they condemn. as a hy-
pocritical and thameful perverﬁon_of]' a reli-
gious duty to a mere ceremonial compliance
with a civil, inftitation :—< A line, fay
they, ¢ only bi_'oad ‘enough to _p_féyvent thc
« yirtuous and the moral of, that fe& from
«-the enjoyment. of places _a.n‘d_cm_o_lum_entjsg,
<« while the lefs hefitating, the knavi_(;h,_and
<« the irreligious, oyer-leap. - it eaﬁﬁly."’—;-
How far thefe arguments afe _c_:oné_l_uﬁv_e’,“I
cannot, . though: plaufible,, determine. In
every. ftate there fhop‘lld be fome ;ulihg; __1;;3;-
ligion; and there is no mode.oﬁamgrk_@g
out the members of . religioys; focicties, but
from their obfervation, or, petformance of
fome religious . ceremonies: 1, fcruple, to
fay, then, how, far the Prefbyterians can
juftly ‘condemn, this {fmall diftinguifbing
mark of “the eftablithed, religion being held

out

("
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out as a qualification for place or employ-

ment under a government which is, by the
very expreffion, ‘ religion eftablithed by

law,” underftood to be at the head of that |

<¢ religion ;” which facramental qualification
is the only prevention of their enjoyment of
thefe lucrative diftinctions, which no a&
has yet extended to the much-envied Ro-
man Catholics.—The declenfion of their
trade, occafioned by the prefent war with
America, is another caufe of outcry. In
the early period of the war, many of the
merchants in thefe parts were fafpeced of
having helped' to fupport it: and thefe fuf-

picions went fo far, that, in the firft part of
the military difturbances there, fome of

thefe fufpeted traders were examined be-
fore the Privy Council. ' Yet, fo altered is
their prefent difpofition, or fo artful their
prefent appearance, that they were the laft
who entered into thefe affociations which
. have been formed throughout the kingdom,
agreeing
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agteeing to a non-importation of Britiffy
goods, though the firft who framed military
‘bodies ; but whether for the purpofe of na-
tional defence, or with a defign of imitating
stheir brethren in the reign of Charles I. whe
took up arms in fupport of the Crown, and
cut off that king’s head in defence of his
perfon, pofterity may determine.

There is, however, fcarcely'a town here
without its quota of volunteers, men well
armed, accoutred, and equipped, whofe bias
- leads them to embrace offered independence,
‘whofe anceftors came over with Cromwell,

or fettled here after the defeats of the Boyne

and Aughrim, and whofe chief glory.are the
titles of Republican and Independent. In
the northern and fouthern parts of the king-
dom, there are at leaft twelve thoufand men
- embodied, of whom the one part from prin-

ciple, the other from intereft, are attached
to thefe, at prefent popular, fentiments.
You have exprefled a furprife at my not

having
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having adverted to the aflociations of thd
non-importers before this : but, as it was
neceffary for me to trace them to their
fource, I delayed writing till I could: be able
to fully inveftigate, not only the defign, but
the caufes of 'thefe determinations; which
gave me an_occafion of confulting, not only
many men, but (what may appear more
firange) many books, much out of my
courfe of readmg, and compellcd me to
make many inquiries ina part of learnmg
almoft unknown to me. ‘The fruit of th:s
labour fhall be contamed in my next, and a
few fucceeding letters. It is neceffary now
to fay that thefe affociations encreafe dally,
and that a man who would even argue,

much lefs aé againft them, would become
obnoxious to the refentment of the populace.

I am, &c.

L E T-



o $% )
LETTER: V.

Galway, Fuly 5, 3779,
My Lorbp,

IN‘my'laﬁ. I promifed to point out to
your Lordfhip the caufes of the prefent affo-
ciations in Ireland, as to their trade with
Britain, and the original of their refolutions
of ‘non-importation thence. In order to do
this, I muft attribute them to that want of
policy which lighted up the torch of dif-
fention between Britain and her Colonies.
To prevent a continuance of this flame,
Britain forbade Ireland to: adminifter any
fupport to America, and ifiued a proclama-
tion, laying an embargo upon all the ports
of this unhappy kingdom. How far em-
bargoes are juftifiable, and how far procla-
mations are of force, if not fanctified by an
act of parliament, is for the gentlemen of
the long robe to determine. However, I

have



( 32 )
have had the beft information, that in one of
the debates in the laft feffion of the Irifh
Parliament, authorities ¥ were adduced in
the {upport of this prerogative claim, where
the text militated with the context, and the
oratory of the Irith P—-me S—j~—t took the
lead of the law arguments of the very in-
genious Daly, and the eloquent Grattan,

who adduced the venerable names of Coke
and Rolle, which were outweighed by thofe
of Davies and Bacon; names, on your fide,
remarkable for ftraining the law to favour
prerogative; and for advancing the regal
power at the expence of the liberties of the
people. -As I recurred on this occafion to

* Nul fujeét puiffoit pafler oufter le mer fans f{pecial
licence del Roy.——8o0 far was cited by the Irith P—me
Serjant, 'as an authority for royal proclamation impofing
embargoes : but he cited not what follows;  Mes la eft
enatt que la mer {oit ouvert a touts merchants.”

Sir Fohn Davies, s6.

And he cited Bacon for the fame purpofe, who is ex-
prefsly in point for him : but that prerogative  lawyer, in
the next maxim but one, gives the king the abfolute right
of taxing every commodity imported or exported the
kingdom ; and he may hereafter be equally happily cited
officially, for that purpofe, by the prefent P—me Serjeant.

Vide Bacon’s Elements of Lazw.

the
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the original authorities adduced by thefe
- geatlemen, I fhall refer your Lordfhip to

the citations of them which I have fub-
joined.

™

The confequence of a parliamentary de-
cifion in favour of this prohibitory pro-
clamation, was almoft a total ruin’ to the

graziers and flaughterers of Ireland, of
whom the majority of the trading part of
the kingdom conﬁ&g, as thrcr;: parts in four
of Ireland lies under grazing. ¢ Poverty
¢ will make even a  wife man mad”
What wonder, then, if national heart-burn-
iligs thould arife, when, already defpoiled
of the beft part of the export of their linen,
on account of the war with America, they
difcovered that this prerogative queftion had
‘been contefted by Miniftry, merely for the
advantage of a few Englifh and Scotch con-
trattors, their adherents ; and that national
intereft was pofiponed to a monopcly €n-
joyed by thofe individuals, ‘who had, at beft
only. the merit of obedience to Minifters, or,

E perhaps,
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perhaps, that of yielding up a fhare of the

plunder acquired by their fraud, as'a reward .

~agreed upon for their contra@®s, in order to
enable Adminiftration to pay for their hap-
py influence en the parliamentary defenders
of thofe leeches * who thus-adhere to the
public with their contracts, nor quit their
hold till replete with the blood of the com-
munity.—This was evinced, in the courfe
of the laft feffion here, by a continued cone
teft for an inquiry into the condu&® of a
Scotch commiffary 1 in one of the principal
ports of the kingdom, who was charged
with -peculation and fraud, in -the execution
of his office. This examination was com-
bated againft minifterially, and therefore re-
fufed. Yet, if the perfon accufed was in
nocent, it could not be kindnefs to him that
fcreened him from inquiry ; and, if gﬁility',
it was, furely, the grofleft infult on the dig-
nity and feelings of the people. ‘

* Non miffira cutem nifi plena cruoris hirudo.——Hor.

I Mr. G=d—n.
The
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. The confequences of ‘the embargo were
not zmmediately felt. In this part, the
landholders - depend upon the produce of
their wool, | for the payment of their rents.
The want of that money, which came
through the hands of the flaughterers, falters,
COOpErs, &e. formerly, and whigh 'Was now
monopolized into thofe of the Englith and
Scotch contrators, reduced ~the price of

wool from 15s. to gs. the ftone. So great
a reduction caufed an univerfal ftagnation of
payments. Two-fifths of the expected rents
were gone.  Confequent bankruptcies of the
principal ‘trading houfes followed a want
of pun&uality in their’ correfpondents de-
pending on this trade. ' Something was to
be done, and men began to ‘fpeculate on
means to make that commodity valuable in-
ternally, which impolitic laws had prohi-
bited the falé of externally, and the condu&’
of an impolitic Miniftry had o greatly de-
creafed in its value at home. It was readily
perceived, that, could the people of Ireland

| be
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be virtuous enough to adhere to the ufe of
their own manufactures only, and confine
within themfelves not only that money
which was expended in Britith luxuries,
but, by extending the fale of their own ma-
nufattures, and not importing any foreign
article, ‘they might, in fome degree, com-
penfate for their former loiles, atone to them-
felves the wrongs which they 'had borne,
and give proofs of their being fenfible of the
accumulated diftreffes heaped upon them by
a falic policy and ignorant Minifters.  This,
however, they were prevented from, at that
time, by the a&ivity of their venerable
countryman, Lord Nugent, whofe memory
will_ be regarded here while' Ireland and
Irithmen exift.. To this attention of their
patriotic friend, the promifes of Iord North
were joingd ; but when, in the laft {effion
of the Englith Parliament, they found
that the duplicity of the Minifter was
to be continued, and that he was detep-

mined .
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mined to preferve a confiftency®, though
he might want a uniformity of cha-
racter, and that the only fteps taken, in
their behalf, were infults4 on their dif-
trefles, and jefts uwpon their misfortunes,
thofe who fuffered moft among the Irifh
became firft a&ive. Accordingly, we find
the firft refolutions of forbearing the ufe of
Britifh goods took rife in - the county of
Galway,  where they entirely depend upon
grazing, and from thence have pervaded the
feveral parts of the kingdom, as the diftrefles
of each place were more or lefs aggravatcd‘ﬁ
however, they are now fo far confirmed,
that univerfal orders of forbearing to fend
goods here have been fent to the Englith
merchants by tl:nf:ir Irith correfpondents,

f

* Qualis ab inceepto procefierit & fibi conftet.— Hor.

T The a&s for encouraging the growth of tobacco and
hemp. = The former is an abfolute nuility, as the wetnefs
of the country renders the preférvation of tobacco in Ire-
land impoffible; and the latter, they fay, is equally ufelefs,
upl;fs, as a joker here faid, it were to be impartially ad-
miniftered, according to their deferts, to the prefent Admi-
niftration.

and
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and all orders given ‘to them previoully to.
thele regulations have been withdrawn;
and the names of all who perfift to a& in
contradi®ion to thefe refolutions , are pub-
lithed 1n all the news-papers, as enemies of
their country, which is, in effe&; giving
them up to the rage of the unhappy popn-
lace, whofe extreme neceffity  urges them
to the moft violent aéts of refentment againft
thofe whole condu&t they fet down as a
caufe of their extreme poverty.

I have now laid down before your Lord-
fhip, from the beft, information in my
power, the caufes of thefe refolutions; and
there is a kind of political analogy, which
reafons from like caufes to. like effe@s, and
may probably lead your Lordfhip to draw
fimilar conclufions from beginnings fo very
like thofe in America,

I have_the honour to be,
My Lord, &c.

L'E T-
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. | Galway, Fuly 12, 1779
My Lorp,

A Suppofition that, in the decifion of the
queftion with regard to proclamations, Mr.
Grattan’s explanation of the. law was out-
numbered by Court intereft, not outweighed
by folid arguments, induced men, who felt
the extreme hardfhips of the many prohi-

bitory ads, with regard to Ireland, which
help to fwell the Statute-Book of England "
to its prefent enormity, to inquire, as thefe
ttatutes have alt been recently made, upon

what ground they founded this claim of
binding Ireland by aés of the Englith Par-
liament. 'Ta the examination of this quef-
tion they were perhaps led by the ativity
of one of thofe fervants of Miniftry *, who,

* Mr. R—gb—y is Mafter of the Rolls in Ireland ; a
iinccure,

over-
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over-ready for the dirty work of Admini-
firation, advance unrequired on the forlorn
hope, and perform works of fupererogation; ,
for, had the Right Honourable Gentleman,
to whom I allude, not been fo fond of
fhewing himfelf equally diftinguithed for
fenatorial abilities as for his fucceffes in
athletic combats, he might, with the filent
contempt of this nation, have caten her wa-
ges in indolence; but, having added ingra-
titude to his other vices, and ftabbed at the
hand that reached him fupport, he cannot
wonder at the hatred of Ireland, for to no-
tice fhe muft hate him ; and, by his con-
du&, with regard to her, he has brought
himfelf from obfcurity, like fome of thofe
names of antiquity whom we remember for
their bafenefs. |

With men of little learning, a printed
hook ftands as anthority ; with men of little
law-learning, Blackftone’s Commentaries

ftand paramount to Littleton or Plowden :
: but
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but, as our Right Honourable {enator,
building upon this authority, has afferted
that Ireland, as to legiflation, is bound by
England, I doubt whether he knows that
éven Sir William does not contend for
every one of his dita being law, or, I pre-
fume, even he would hefitate to fport with
the liberties of a people fmarting with
wrongs, though feemingly infenfible of
their injuries, left he fhould awake them,
and make them at once fenfible of their
dignity, their rights, and their ftrength,

The learned Judge has done a great
deal, yet he has modeftly declined unit-
ing his name to thofe venerable titles of
law authority, to which a feries of years
has taught the ftudent to refer, to which
he looks up, and whofe eminence he ve-
nerates.

In the Preface to his Analyfis, Sir W.
B. cites; as he calls him, his Mafter Lyt-
tleton; as a proof of his hefitating to pro-
nounce that whatever he fays is law.
¢ Je ne yoile, que tu crez que tout ceoque

F - je
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“Jje ay dit en lez ditez lyvers foit ley ;
“ quar jeo ne ceo voile emprendre, ne
“ prefumer fur moy. Neint moyens co-
“ ment que certein chofes queux font
“ motes & {pecifies en lez ditez ly vers ne
“{ent pas ley uncore tielx chofe ferront
“ toy plus apte & able de entendre & ap-
“ prendre-lez argumentez & lez reyfon
~“del ley.” '

Blackflone, Analyfis from Epzlogub

to Lyttleton’s Tenures.

But, had not the learned Judge thus
apologized for the cafual errors which hu-
man frailty and human ignorance are in-
cident to, ought not men to examine his
docirines thoroughly before they fully af-
fent to them, and only give them faith,
as they are marked with the chara&ers
of truth,

"The ingenious author * of a late very
clegant publicationt on your fide of the
water, with which I have been favoured

& br
* Charles Francis Sheridan, Efg.
+ 4 Obfetvations on the do&rme laid dou n bs SII‘ Wik

Blackitone, refpe&mg the extent of the po:
Parltament particularly with regard 1o i
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“by your Lordfhip’s kindnefs, has clearly
thewn the inconfiftencies and incongrui-
ties of the:learned Judge, where the liber-
ties of a people are to be treated of; and,
had that gentleman gone as deeply in the
argument, as he has ably executed that
part of it which he has undertaken, he
would have rendered my prefent labour
unneceflary : but, gs he has rather regard-
ed the queftion as it related to the abftraét
rights of mankind, he has left an opening
for me; and, thould I at any time borrow
his images, or copy his obfervations, I hope
I may be indulged in that liberty, as it is
taken for the purpofe of ‘reviewing this
queftion in all points, and for collecting
into one focus every ray of light which
the fubje& will admit. ’
That the people of Ireland were {ub-
jeCted by a&ts made by the Britith Parlia-
‘ment; previoufly to 6 George I. cap. 5, was
never.parliamentarily afferted by the Eng-
lith; and, whenever that dotrine was pri-
vate/nlaid down by any of their lawyers,
it was uniformly oppofed, and conftantly
con-
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contradicted by the Irith. If they were
right in this conteft, there is no magic in
that act of parliament to abolifh their for-
mer rights, efpecially as that a& wants
that effential virtue which confers validi-
ty upon all law,—the confent of the peo-
ple to be bound by it, either by them-
felves or their reprefentatives,

Antecedent to this a& of 6 Geo, L. the
claims of this fuper-eminence of the Bri-
tith Parliament arofe cither from conguef?
or compact. 1 fhall briefly endeavour to
prove that the firft never took place, and
that whatever compact or agreement was
made between the people of Ireland and
the King of England, was upon a footing
of equality, and directly contradiCtory to
any fuch pretended fuperiority : or, if a
conqueft did ever take place, there are no
claims made under that idea, but what
are contradiCtory to the laws of nature
and reafon; and, if any compact were
made by the ancient Irifh to the prejudice
of their pofterity, fuch compa& ecannot

be
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be binding upon their fucceflors, the

prefent inhabitants of Ireland ¥,
Conguef, if meant to exprefs that {pe-
cies of conqueft by which a right of le-
giflation is acquired, is “ an acquifition of
“ a country by that force of arms, to which
“ force of arms has been likewife oppofed.”
But that no fuch conqueft took place,
from the firft defcent of Strongbow, in
the reign of Henry IL to the laft Irith
treaty at the fiege of Limerick, is evi-
dent. . The firft expedition of the Eng-
lith into Ireland took rife from an appli-
cation made to that Prince by Dermot
M*Morrogh, Prince of Leinfter; a man
infamous for eruelty, debauchery, and op-
preflion, and expelled from his throne and
kingdom by the neighbouring princes, for
his mal-adminiftration. Henry, though
willing to reap advantages from thefe dif-
trefles which M‘Morrogh had drawn up-
on himfelf by his incapacity, was yet un-
able

* Locke on Government paflim.
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able to afford him the folicited affiftance,

on account of the wars in which he ‘was
then engaged in France. Howevet, in _
thofe days of feudal dominion, when each
Lord was a little Sovereign, a fmall en-
couragement, with a licence of their
Liege, generally roufed fome of thofe
Barons, whofe neceflities had fitted them
for adventure, to hunt for fame and for-
tune, and feck for private fettlements, not
frame public colonies. *~With letters pa-
tent, licenfing the fubjecs of Henty to
affift M*Morrogh 1n the recovery of his
dominions, he went from France to Eng-
land. To thefe licenfes Dermot added
large promifes ; in confequence of which,
Richard, Earl of Strigul, commonly call-
ed Strongbow, and Robert Fitz Stephen,
agreed to give him aid: the firft, allured
by the affurance of M‘Morrogh 'that he
would ‘give him his eldeft daughter in
marriage, and his kingdom on his de-
mife ; the laft, on condition of 2 grant of
the city of Wexford, and fome lands ad-

jacent,
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jacent,to him, and Maurice Fitz-Gerald,
his companion *.

The profperity of thefe adventurers
muit evidently have refulted rather from
treaty than hoftilities. War had net, at
that time, become a Icience ; and fuccefs
muft attend the multitude, when a {upe-
riority of {kill and adroitnefs is not with
{maller force. - When men had advanced
much farther in military difcipline than
at that time, the London ’prentices dar-
‘ed to oppofe the army of Charles I. and
kept them at bay: can it then be fup-
pofed, that the few, however intrepid,
retainers of Strongbow, Fitz-Stephen and
Fitz-Gerald, could be equal to a national
conqueft?
~ 'That they were fuccefsful in reftoring
MMorrogh to his crown, and in quel-
ling the infurgents in his dominions, is,
however, true: and, in confequence of

thefe

Lyttleton,
App. to 3d and 4th Vols. Leland's Hift.

* Girald. Cambrenf. lib. I. chap. i.
Hen. II. -
Ireland, b. I.
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thefe happy events, Richard Earl of Stri-
gul was married to his daughter, agree-
ably to the compa& made between them,
and {ucceeded Dermot in his kingdom ;
Fitz-Stephen and Fitz-Gerald likewife
obtaining the lands they had bargained
for.

Henry, informed of the good fortune of
his fubjedls, a little after went with-an ar-
my into Ireland, and there obtained from
Richard a furrender of the city of Dub-
lin, its vicinage, and fuch of the maritime
towns and caftles as were under the do-
minion of Strongbow; to whom Henry
guaranteed the enjoyment of the refidue
of Dermot’s principality. Henry likewife
received the homage of the Kings of
Cork, Limerick, Ophally, Uriel, Meath,
Connaught, &c. fponte, as Giraldus Cam-
brenfis exprefsly fays, of their own accord.
And this free furrender is defcribed in
fimilar terms by Hoveden, Mattbew Paris,
Brompton, &c. '

By what {pecies of logic fuch a quiet

acquiefcence

T N R
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acquiefcence under the ‘dominion of a.
King, and fuch a tame fubmiffion to his
laws, which one of the above hiftorians
f{ays were gratanter recepte, can be called
a conqueft, I.am at a lofs to determine;
for it certainly can have no to.undatmn
in truth or juftice.

It has been aflerted, that this clalm of
fuperlor}ty- has owed its rife to the {up-
preflion of rebellions, which have been
. numerous and repeated in Ireland. If fuch
a claim had any foundation in eftablifhing
the rights of fovereignty, how much more
juftly might, alternately, the Houfes of
York and Laneaffer have demanded it:
and there were not'wanting politic princes
of either Houfe to {ee and feize {uch an
advantage, if it could confer any lawful
qualifications on them. Yet, fo hateful
‘was {uch 4anl idea, as well as the name of
conqueéror, in England, that even that
crafty monarch, Henry the Seventh, chofe
rathér. to borrow his claim to the crown
from the family he hated, than to pretend
g CEala G : to
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to a right refulting from fo invidious a
title as the fuppreflor of rebellions, or the
conqueror of the people : and it is evident
to thofe who are at all acquainted with

the Hiftory of Ireland, that, had the Pro-
TESTANTS of that country, in after-
times, joined their force with thofe of the
Catholics, the kingdom might have been.
delivered up to either Fames or Lewis, in-
ftead of King William IIT. : but, defcend-
ed from anceftors who brought with them
the manners, cuftoms, laws, and conftitu-
tion of England,and communicated them
to the wild, ferocious natives of Ireland,
they were determined to fupport, as they
were certain they fhould retain thefe ad-
vantages, and preferved that kingdom to
be divefted of thefe liberties by that houfe
which they helped to eftablith.

But, fuppofling any conqueft, at any
time, to have taken place, what title give
the Jaws of nature and reafon to con-
queft 2

It will be readily granted, that, if an

imnvafion
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invafion be unju/?, the invader gains no
right by the dominion which he has thus
ufurped over the conquered. But let us
fuppofe a juft invader. What are his
rights, and over whom? Surely, he gains
no powers over thofe who conquered

~ with him, different from that which he

exercifed previoufly to his conqueft; and
the companions or fubje&s, who affifted
him in his warfare, have not changed
their fituation by their afliftance, but re-
tain the fame degree of freedom or vaf-
falage which they were held in antece-
dent to the war, ~And it is evident that
the majority of the prefent pofleflors of
Ireland are the progeny of Englifb ad-
venturers, who came from Britain at dif-
ferent times, and are therefore by no
means included in thefe ideal powers of
the conqueror, nor at all divefted of their
birth-rights, as Englifbmen, by crofling
St. George's Channel. Thus, as the aflo-
ciates or confederates in a juft conqueft

san lofe none of their rights thereby, nci-
| ther
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ther can thofe who have not been guilty
of oppofition ; for the idea of conqueft is
grounded upon fuch a refufal of juft
rights, as neceflarily compels the. con-
queror to affert this claim by force  of
arms, and to which force, brutal force has
been oppofed by the conquered: for
force, according to Cicero, is the decifion
of beafts, not men. “ Cum fint duo ge-
“ nera decertandi, unum per difceptatio-
““ nem, alterum per vimy illud proptium
“ hominis eft, hoc belluarum: nec con-
“ fugiendum eft ad pofterius, nifi ubi uti
“non licet fuperiore, femperque paci
“ confulendum. Quare ideo tantum fuf-
“ cipienda bella funt ut fine injuria in
** pace vivatur,” " Cic. Of. lib. I.

And as ‘thofe, who have not been
guilty of oppofition, cannot be included
in the power of the conqueror, by a pari-
ty of reafoning, the pofterity even of the
conquered, in whom fuch a brutal oppo-
fition “was impofiible, cannot have loft
any of thofe privileges which Nature has

made
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made the common birth-right of all men.

I thall no longer trefpafs on your lord-
fhip with proofs of things fo felf-evident
that a further difcuffion would be an in-
{ult to your underftanding; but will re-
fer your Lordfhip, if your curiofity thould
incline you to fee this fubject more fully
treated, to the Letters of Guatimozin,
lately publithed here in the Freeman’s
Journal; to Mr, Sheridan’s pamphlet,
which I before cited; and to a pamphlet
publifhed in Ireland in 1698, called, The
Cafe of Ireland being bound by Adls of
Parliament in England, fiated by Willi-
am Molineux, of Dublin, Efq. This laft
very ingenious compofition may be truly
called the manual of Irifb liberty, and 1s
replete with the beft fenfe and jufteft ar-
guments.

1 hajr'e‘ithe honour, &ec.

L ET-
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Corke, July 16, 1%49.
My Lorp,

SIR William Blackftone fays, “ The
“ original and true ground of the fuperi-
“ ority of Britain over Ireland 1s what we
« ufually call, though fomewhat improper-
¢ Iy, the right of conquef? ; a right allow-
“ ed by the law of nations, if not that of
« nature, but which, in reafon and civil
“ policy, can mean nothing more than
¢ that, in order to put an end to hoftili-
« ties, a compalt is either exprefsly or ta-
« ¢itly made between the conqueror and
“ the conquered, that, if they will ac-
¢« knowledge the victor for their mafter,
“ he will treat them for the future as
““ {fubje@s, and not as enemies.” If he
has not, in this {fentence, reprobated the
_idea of conqueft, I have the misfortune
of not underftanding the learned judge;
for he fays, that we improperly call it the

right
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right of conqueft; and he allows that
right to be contrary to the law of nature,
but endeavours to juftify, or at leaft pal-
liate it, under the fan&ion of the law of
nations. Indeed, I thought it was the
glory of our laws to differ from the codes
of other nations, in having regard to the
rights of humanity, and the laws of na- .
tare : but, granting all this fancity to the
law of nations, and rights of conquett,
which they all can claim, are there not
bounds to the power of the conqueror in
thefe contradts and agreements, which he
himfelf has made with the conquered;
and is he not obliged to preferve thofe
grants, which, though at firft concefiions
to, have become the rights of, his fub-
jects; and to which conceflions a con-
queror is obliged, “ Conqueft being,” ac-
cording to Montefquieu, “ a neceffary,
. ¢« lawful, but unhappy power, which
“ leaves the conqueror under an heavy
‘“ obligation of repairing the injuries

“done to humanity.” '
- Now,
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Now, it is evident from Giraldus-
Cambrenfis, and the other contempora-
ry hiftorians, that the people of Ireland
contradted with Henry IL “ to enjoy the -
« like liberties and immunities, and to °
“ be governed by the fame laws, .civil
“ and religious, as the people of Eng-
“land.” And they cannot be faid to
enjoy the fame laws, if their Parliament
be fubfervient to the Parliament of Eng-
land ; or, which is the'fame thing, if the
Parliament there can make laws to bind
the Irith. *Such an hypothefis, at the pe-
riod of receiving Henry as their liege,
had never been entertained either by
that prince’or the Irith; for we find
him, in the 23d year of his reign, con-
flituting his younger fon John, King, by
the name of Lord of Ireland, which was
the ftile"of that {overeignty till the g3d .
Henry VII when the Irifh Parliament,
by an-alt paffed in Ireland that year,
(cap. 1.) changed the title of Dominus to
that of Rex Hibernic.
Richard,
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Had then Richard, or Geoffrey, or Ar-
zhur the fon of Gegffrey, fucceeded Henry
in his Britith and French dominions, and
continued in the pofleflion of them by
their ifflue, would not Ireland have re-
mained a diftin@, feparate kingdom, de-
tached from Britain, though enjoying fi-
milar laws, and their King equally allied
to the crown of England, as the King of
Spain is now to the French Monarch ?
On the union of both kingdoms in the
perfon of John, by the murther of Arthur,
he granted to the Irifh * that they might
be judged according to the laws of Eng-
land : and, if we this day may guefs at
the manner in which this privilege was
gained from a monarch fo very unfriend-
ly to liberty, we cannot fuppofe it a vo-
luntary conceflion, efpecially if we re-
member the early diflike that prince had
to the Irith ; for one of the hiftorians in-
forms us that he treated their great men,

H who

* Ponens vicecomites aliofque miniftros qui populum

regni illius juxta leges Anglicanas judicarent.
. J g s Mat, Faris, p. 220.
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who waited on him on his firft arrival in
this kingdom, with all the wantonnef(s of
youthful infolence, on account of zhe ruf-
ticity of their habit, and the uncomely ap-
pearance of their long beards T
In the firft year of the reign of his fon
and fucceflor, Henry III. a Magna Charta,
conformable, in all its material points, to
the Englith great charter, was granted to
the Irith: fo that the title of the Irith to
the advantages of this greateft of Britifh
privileges, are, in point of time, prior to
thofe of the Englith, who received that
foundation of their liberties in the gth of
Henry IlI.: and we know that thefe hi-
berties of Englifhmen, granted by this
charter, are thofe of being governed by
the laws to which they have confented
by their reprefentatives in parliament,
The do&rine of legiflation and reprefen-
tation being infeparable, has already coft
Britain too much blood and treafure to
“be again brought to the difcuffion of the
fword :
t+ Girald. Cambrenfis Hib. expug. cap. 135,
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fword : for, I believe, Irithmen have vir-
tue or hardinefs enough to affert, at all
hazards, an independence on the Britith
Parliament, though they confefs fubjec-
tion to the fame fovereign; for the moft
popular arguments here now are, * If
« there were no hopes left for fuccefsful
« refiftance to the controul exercifed over
« Ireland. by the ufurpation of the Parli-
“ ament of that kingdom ; and if there
« were cvidence that it was the fixed de-
« cree of fate that this nation fhould re-
¢ main in its prefent flavery,—it is the
“ duty of every virtuous Irifhman to
“ wifh to fee the Britifh conftitution de-
“ firoyed, and the King of England ab-
« folute, becaufe the condition of an Irith~
¢« man would be bettered by the change™.”
Since thedays of Henry IIl. no fta-
tute-law, or a& of parliament, made in
England, had any authority here, until
the 1othof Henry VIL.: for, if they were
of any force previoufly to that ad, to
what

* Vide Letters of Guatimozin.

!
4
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what purpofe was that law made in Ire-
land, fo well known here by the name of
Poyning’s Law, which declares, that all
the acts of the Britifh Parliament, which
had been enalted before that ftatute,
fhould, in future, be of force in that king-
dom. Is'it not the faireft implication to
fay, that they were of no force in Ireland
until they had received this confirmation
by the Parliament of this nation ? and
this implication is conformable to the
-opinion of lawyers, and the decifion of
judges.

Lord Coke, in # Rep. Calvin’s Cafe,
cites year - books and reports ( vide
note *), proving Ireland to be a feparate
dominion; and, among the reft, fays as
follows, from 2d Richard IIL f. 12. “ Hi-
“ bernia habet parliamentum, & faciunt
“ leges, & noftra ftatuta non ligant eos,
* quia non mittunt milites ad parliamen-
“ tum;” and foifts in a parenthefis this o-
pinion of his own, which is not in theyear-
book, (“which is to be underftood, unlefs

{pecially

* 20th Henry VI. 8 Pilkington’s Cafe ; 32 Henry VI.
25 5 20 Eliz. Dyer, 360 Plowden’s Commentaries.

N ek a.
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fpecially named”): and then goes on,* Sed
¢ perfonz eorum funt {ubjecti regis, fi-
“ cut, inhabitantes in Calefia, Gafconia,
“ & Guyan.” To this unfairly-cited opi-
nion ¥, indeed, he gives fome degree of
plaufibility, in the fame cafe, fol. 1%6,
where he fays, « that, though Ircland be
¢ a diftin& dominion from England, yet
“ the title thereof being by conqueft, the
“ fame, by judgment of law; might by
“ exprefs words be bound by the Parlia-
“ ment of England.” But what does my
Lord Coke mean by judgment of law? Is
it the Jow of nations, or the municipal
law of our commonwealth? I hope I
have proved, in the firft inftance, that it
15

* Et ibi quoad primam queftionem dicebant quod terr.
Hibern. inter fe habet Parliament. & omnimodo cur. prout.
in Angl. per idem parliamentum faciunt leges & mutant
leges & non obligantur per flatuta in Anglia, quia non bic
mittunt milites Parliamenti, {ed hoc intelligitur de terris &
rebus in terris illis tantum efficiendo ; fed perfonz eorum
funt fubjett. regis, & tanquam fubjeti erunt obligati ad
aliquam rém extra terram illam faciend. contra ftatut ficut.
habicantes in Calefia, Gafcoigne, Guin, &c. dum fuere
fubje@i & obedientes erunt fub Admiral: Angl. de re falt

fuper altum mare & fimilit, breve de errore de judicio reddit.

jn Hibern. in banco reg. hic in Angl. .
: Y, B, 2 Rich. 3, fol. 12.
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is contrary to the Jaw of nature. In the
law of nations the confent only of thofe
to be governed gives them this fan&ion ;
and, in the prefent cafe, that confent is
allowed to be wanting. And, in the cafe
cited'by his Lordthip, the common Jaw re~
probates this doctrine, by the mouths of
the twelve Judges, who declare, that
“ the Englith Parliament can have no
‘ jurifdiction over Ireland within that
“land;” quia Hibernia non mittit milites
“ad parliamentum in Anglia” And it
was likewife ruled in Pilkington’s cafe,
Y. B. 20 Hen. fol. 8; “ That if a tenth
“or fifteenth be granted by Parliament
“ in England, 'that fhall not bind in Ire.
“land, except they in Ireland fhall ap-
“ prove it, becaufe they have not any com-
““ mandment to come to the Pgrliament in
“ England.”

We therefore find by records, when
Britain withed to extend her taxes over
to Ireland, it was the cuftom of antiqui-
ty to fummon the reprefentatives from

the
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the ditferent parts of that kingdom to at-
tend that affembly, to confult de arduis
rebus regni. (Vide Summons in Leland’s
Hiftory of Ireland, App. to Vol. L)

Thus, my Lord, ftood ftatute law, com-
mon law, and cuftom, until. the time of
paffing the 6th of George I.—an early
inftance of the gratitude of the illuftrious
Houfe of Brunfwick to the people of Ire-
land. Called to the Crown of Britain by
parliamentary authority, though not fo
nearly allied in blood as other families
to the abdicated race, that family was
preferred becaufe they were Proteftants,
becaufe they were of {mall continental
umportance, of known moderation, and
therefore more likely to be content with
the moderate thare of power allowed by
our laws. Ireland, from the {ame mo-
tives, recognized the rights of that family
by a folemn a&, totally diftin& from that
of England, and had reafon to hope for a
pure, uninterrupted enjoyment of her ci-

vil liberties under fuch worthy patrons.
o2 -« Had
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Had Hanover, which has coft England
more money in a fummer than Ireland has
done fince the reign of Henry II. (as fhe
has the advantage of having the fame
gracious fovereign with Ireland,) been
negleted by her Ele@or, her ancient
and fundamental laws trampled on, her
revenues idly diflipated by a weak and
blundcring Britith Adminiftration, would
fhe bear it patiently, or would fhe not
feek redrefs from the friendfhip and juf-
tice of other powers? At what time has
Scotland wanted a race of felf-devotees
to the independency of that country ?
Whenever the gentry of that kingdom
have thought themfelves negle@ed, and
their fervices unrewarded, was there ever
wanting a band of heroes who turned
out for redrefs; who, fcorning the una-
vailing mode of petition or remonftrance,
have generally proved infurreQion the
moft powerful argument with their ti-
mid neighbours? And, I make no doubt,
if they thould, at any time hereafter, live
| under
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a prince lefs difcerning of their merit
than his prefent Majefty, we will find
that this hardy race of infurgents is not
extin@®, and fee their demands made as
gallantly as heretofore? And may we
not with juftice exped, that thefe mea-
fures, which have been fo fuccefsful with
with them, will be adopted here, elpeci-
ally when furthered by the affiftance of
France or Spain, whofe inclination, as
well as intereft, leads them to excite the
Irith to fuch an attempt.

I have the honour, &c.

i LET-
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LETTER VI

| Corke, _‘7aly 27, 1979
My LoRrbp, ‘ :

IN the Commentaries, the learned Judge
has compared the laws of England tb an
ancient pile of building, with many ufe-
ful and good chambers, though the en-
trances are inconvenient and circuitous.
In the fitting of them wup according toa
more modern tafte, his defire to hide fome
of the ftrong bulwarks, and moated
arches, which fupport our liberties, has
made him fo profufe of labour or orna-
ment, that the endeavours to conceal,

make them become more confpicuous.
What cabaliftical virtue is there in an
a& of parliament made by the reprefen-
tatives of a part of the p'/cople, that can
bind another part who are unreprefent-
ed in that aflembly, and who deny the
claims-of this authority, becaufe they
have a legiflative affembly of their own,
better capable of judging of their inter-
efts,
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efts, and more clofely allied to them, as
they participate of the burdens which
they impofe upon them? This a&, which
firft binds Ireland,” was made in confe-
quence of the Irith denying any fuch
iight to be vefted in the Parliament of
England; and, in that inftance, that le-
giflative aflembly, contrary to the ufage
of Britons, or to the common practice of
law or equity, became at once party and
judge in a caufe which they decided in
their own favour.

Sir William Black{tone has been, per-
haps, induced to attribute more force to
this a&, from fuppofing it to have beena
right of the Britith Parliament previouf-
ly to that act; and may have beenled to
this opinion by perceciving, as it appears
at firft view, that the Court of King's-
Bench here is fubordinate to that Court
in England. But, had that learned gen-
tleman refle@ed, that a Writ of Error 1s
not, brought before the Judges of that

Court, but before the King himfelf, and
that
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that when that Court was not ftati-
onary ; for the writ orders the cafe in er-
ror to be brought “ coram nobis ubicun-
“ que fuerimus;” may we not, without
any appearance of improbability, {uppofe
that Writs of Error have been brought
from England to the King himfelf in Ire-
land, when he happened to be there, and
prefided in that Bench, as Kings did for-
merly, though the fluGtuation of Irifh af-
fairs, and the deftru&tion which befel the
records of that kingdom, prevent us from
afcertaining the fact. This will appear
to have fome force, when we refle&,
that the Chancery, or Parliament of -
England, never interferred with the de-
crees of the Irifth Chancery before that
memorable {effions of the 6th George I,
in the cafe of Sherlock and Annefly,
which met with that manly oppofition
of the Irith Houfe of Lords that marked
the generous chara&ers of freemen who
were not forgetful of the anceftors they
fprung from. But, had the acquiefcence

of
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of the parbies received the fan&ion of the
legiflature in Ireland, and had this firft
reverfal of an Irith decree been totally
uncontroverted. there, yet, as it marks
the firft ufurpation of a cuftom, it is felo
de fe of that cuftom ; for ¢ Cuftoms que
“ commence per tort & ufurpation &
“ nemy per voluntary confent del people
“{ont unreafonable & void en ley.”
Dav. Rep. 33. |
The right of the Peers here to conftrue
their own laws, is furely founded on the
- {trongeft principles of common fenfe ; for
vicinity and intercourfe muft give them a
better chance of being acquainted with
the matter in difpute, the charalters of,
and, not unfrequently, the very right of
the difputants. * Judex bonus juxta le-
“ ges & jura pronunciat.”” And there is
no reaion why a Britifh Peer, even grant-
ing him perfedly fkilled in his own laws,
fhould be as thoroughly converfant in the
laws of Ireland as the Peers of that king-
dom. There can then be no fufficient
caufe
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- caufe for drawing fuch great. fums of mo-
ney in the profecution of appeals from
this unhappy country, unlefs the affair is
confidered in a commercial light, and the
diftribution of juftice be eftecemed a ma-
terial of trade, and that the balance muft
be preferved againft Ireland in this as in
every ather article,

Having, my Lord, I hope, eftablithed
the juftice of the refufal of acquiefcence
by the Irith to the claims of the Englith
Parliament, as to fuperiority, it becomes
my duty to point what my countrymen
expect, and intend vigoroufly to demand;
—a formal renunciation of thefe unjuft
claims of Great Britain, and a permiflion
to exercife thofe advantages which God
and Nature have conferred on Ireland:
in the firft inftance, a repeal of thofe im-

politic laws which have been made at the -

inftance of Minifters, ignorant of the firft
rule of politics, to prefer the greater part
to the {maller ; which laws they were per-
haps altuated to make, or to retain unre-

pealed,
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pealed, that they might fecure the vote
-of a fingle member, the circumftance of
whofe eftate may require a facrifice of
the trade of that moft refpectable part of
the Britith empire.

They know that the Englith nation
would not opprefs the Irith; and they
attribute their diftrefles to the weak and
wicked councils of Englith Minifters,
whofe churlith policy will not permit Ire-
land to carry on part of a trade, the
whole of which England is unable to
maintain.

Thus, my Lord, I have ftated to you
my thoughts, and the arguments refult-
ing from my reading and inquiry. I may
differ from your Lordfhip; and you will
perhaps condemn me for joining in thofe
opinions which are now become popular
here ; but, when your Lordfhip reflets
that truth, juftice, and (that ftrongeft of
all affe@ions) the love of my country,
ftandparamount to every other obligati-

on, your Lordthip will excufe any want
i ol
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of coincidence in fentiment between us.
Zealoudly defirous of the interefts of both =
countries, I ardently wifh that fuch mea-
fures may be followed on your fide of the
water, as may again attach our alienated
kingdom to her fifter-empire, and unite

us under the fame Sovereign, the wonder
and envy of the European world.

I am, &c.




