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TO T H E  R I G H T  HONOURABLE

F R A N C I S  E A R L  O F  M O I R A .

»

MY LORD,

O f  a w ork profefling to treat a fu b jeit fo 

important to this country as its m anufac­

tures, it was natural to look for a Patron 

am ong the friends o f  Ireland : to w hom

then could attention fo properly be turned 

as to your Lordihip, w h o  at the moil 

gloom y hour that has ever darkened her 

annals, fupport that chara&er w ith  fo 

much firmnefs, temperance and w ifdom  ?

It was under the influence o f  this fenti- 

ment that I requefted permiffion to infcribe 

to your Lordfhip the fo llow ing w o rk , and 

to exprefs thus publicly the refpedtful efteem 

o f  an independent tho’ humble man. B u t 

were there in our prefent fituation none o f  

thofe dark fhadings w hich give prominency 

to P U E L ic  v i r t u e ,and m ake its luftre more 

confpicuous, I ihould flill have folicited

a 2 that
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that permiiTion. In thofe faireft days o f  the1 

liiftory o f  m an— days w hich  childhood is 

taught to venerate, and manhood contem ­

plates w ith  delight, w h en  a X enophon and 

a Scipio meafured the capacities o f  our 

nature, and by their ow n  illuftrious exam ­

ples proved their extent— even then m ight 

an Effayifl: court the patronage o f

him w h o, like a conftellation, w hich  

illumines w hile  it ornaments the horizon, 

combined in h im feif every brighter quality  

o f  the Soldier, the Scholar, and the Statef- 

man ! H o w  m uch more proud muft he be 

o f  fùch patronage in times w h en man, 

ih ru n k  below  his moral ftandard, regards' O
w ith  incredulous adm iration thofe great 

exemplars ?

H ad Ireland for fomc years back been 

hleiTed w ith  m any lu ch  charaders, m y L ord , 

h ow  different had been n o w  our iltuation f 

U pder their influence, D ifcon ten t and D if-  

cord w ould  have vaniihed, T re a fo n  h ave 

hid its head,' and the mild energies o f  the

C cn flitu tio n ,
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Conftitution, unaided by military power, 

been found equal to all the ends o f  legiti­

mate governm ent— Ireland at this day would

B u t thefe are melancholy reflexions ! I 

ihall not, therefore, longer detain your 

Lordihip ’s attention, than by declaring that 

as an Irishman, a friend to the peace, free­

dom and profperity o f  his country,

have been tranquil, free, and happy !

I have the honour to be,

M Y R D ,

your Lordihip ’s m oil obliged 

and obedient fervant,

T H O M A S  W A L L A C E .

Ntrth Strand, April 3dt j 798.
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P R E F A C E .

T h e  Public are generally but little inte- 

refted in kn ow ing w h at circumftances have 

given rile to a w ork , or w hat motives have 

urged its publication ; cuftom , how ever, has 

made it a rule, and Authors feem w ell in c lin ­

ed to obferve it, that o f  every book offered 

to the w orld an account o f  the origin as w ell 

as the o b je d  ihall be ftated in its preface. 

So far as this kind o f  ftatement impofes a ne- 

ceifity on an A uth or to w eigh his ow n 

motives in publiihing, and coniider h ow  

far they w ill ju ftify  him in the a£t, it 

is a preliminary form w ith  w hich it w ould  

not be w ife  to  part— for he w h o w ith  moil 

confidence violates the fanôiity o f  the public 

prefence by raihly obtruding himfelF into 

notice, is com m only he w ho brings leail w ith  

him  to excufe his temerity.
If,



It, then, in m oil cafes it be reasonable that 

this rule ihould be obferved, it is peculiarly 

fo  w h en a com pofition, circum ftanced like 

the prefent, folicits perufal— the production 

o f  a m an u n k n o w n  to the public either by 

his iltuation or his w orks, and treating o f  a 

fubjedl very different indeed from thofe to 

w h ich  his fludies are profeiTedly dire&ed. 

It is defigned, therefore, to ftate ihortly  the - 

caufes in w h ich  it originated, and the in­

ducements that led the A u th o r  to publiih it.

O n  the 3d o f  Decem ber, 17 9 5 , the R o y a l 

Iriih A cad em y, out o f  the funds bequeathed 

to them for fuch purpofes by the late Tho­

mas Cu?iningham, EJq; o f  Grays Inn , pro- 

pofed b y  public advertifem ent to g ive  a 

frœmium  o f  501, for the beit EiTay on this 

queftion, “  T o  w h at manufactures the na-
%

tural advantages o f  Ireland are beii fui ted, 

and w h at are the beft modes o f  im proving 

fuch  m anufa& ures ?”  T h e  com pofitions 

w ere to be delivered to the Secretary o f  the 

A cad em v before the i f i  day o f  O d c b e r ,  -J  \  *
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1796 j and the prize was to Ue adjudged o a  

the 20th day o f  the-fame month.

In confequencc o f  this notice fevenil 

E flays were given in on that queftion, the 

majority o f  which, however, were foon re- 

je& cd, and the competition lay between tw o 

only. O f  thefe the fo llow ing was one j the 

other, it has iince appeared, jvas written 

by W illiam  Prejlon, Fjq, a M em ber o f  the 

Academ y, and o f  its council, author o f  

feveral dramatic pieces, Democratic 

Mejfene Freed, & c. and o f  feveral poetic 

com portions.

For feverál nights the Council, to whom 

it belongs to decide on the merit o f  ail 

literary works prefented to the Academ y, 

proceeded in the perufal o f  thefe eifays ; but 

either from a prefs o f  other bufinefs w hich 

they thought more neceiTary to be diipatch- 

ed, or from a disinclination to attend clofely 

to fo dry a fubjeit, they found them ielves 

unable at the time appointed to aw ard the

ix



prize. The fame caufes, w h atever they 

m ight have been, w h ich  prevented the 

C oun cil from deciding at the day fixed by 

the public advertifem ent o f  the A cad em y, 

continued to  operate for more than a fu ll 

year fubfequent to that period. E v e n  then 

th ey  w ere fo  far from h aving  formed 

their opinion, that th ey  had gone b,ut a 

very  ihort w a y  in the perufal ; and at length 

thefe unfortunate com poiitions, h aving  been 

found totally  unfit to fix the attention  o f  

clailic minds, and the labour o f  deciding 

on their merits by the council at large ap­

pearing infuperable, they w ere transferred 

to  a com m ittee.

T h e  C o u n cil o f  the A ca d em y  conflits o f  

three committees— thofe o f  Science, o f  P o ­

lite L iterature, and o f  A n tiq u ities— It was 

not, how ever, to an y  o f  thefe committees 

that this labour w as allotted. A  Jpecial 

com m ittee o f  three., and no more, w as either 

cafu ally  flru ck  for the purpofe, or formed 

on fome principle o f  feleótion w ith  w hich

the
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the Author is yet unacquainted ; and it fo 

happened, that o f  thefe three M r. Prefton 

Jrimfelf, the writer o f  one o f  the contending 

E flays, was one. A s  the E flays were given 

in anonymous, it is prefumed the Council 

were unapprifed that he was a candidate 

— M r. Prefton, it is fuppofed, forgot it.

T h e  Com m ittee thus appointed, engaging 

ferioufly in the perufal, foon compcnfated 

for preceding delays. In a fhort time M r. 

Prefton and his tw o  colleagues made their 

report, w hich  was decidedly in favour oi 

M r. Prefton’s E fla y , and the Council ac- 

quiefcing, adjudged the prize to him.

W h e n  the A u th o r o f  this w o rk  was 

informed that the Council had not con- 

defcended to jud ge o f  his compofition 

themfelves, and that, after they had for fif­

teen months fufpended their decifion, M r. 

Prefton and tw o  friends at laft decided, he 

acknowledged to have felt fom ew hat o f  the

chagrin, w hich  perhaps a difappointed can­
didate
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didaíc alw ays feels, how ever ilcnder his pre- 

tenfions to fuccefs. It ftruck him that 

w h en  a public body is engaged to jud ge 

in a cafe involving  in fome meafure the 

chara&er as w ell as intereft o f  others, that 

jud gm en t ihould be made w ith  punctuality 

and w ith  caution ; nor could he help th in k ­

ing that he derived fome right to complain 

from that m axim  o f  vulgar juftice, w hich  

fa\ s, no man Jhould. be judge in his own caufe.

B u t the feelings o f  chagrin foon fubfide, 

and the mind, w hen the ferm entation is over, 

wonders w h at produced them .— T h e  A u th o r  

n o w  perceives h o w  erroneous w ere his firft 

impreifions : he acknow ledges that the C o u n ­

cil, tho pledged to decide at a g iven  time, had 

a right to poftpone their decifion for years 

beyond that period; that th o ’ a candidate 

trufled the honour o f  his w o rk  to the learn­

ing and candour o f  the R o y a l Iriih A c a d e ­

my only, the C ou n cil had a pow er o f  com ­

m itting it to the inattention, the n e g led , or 

the partiality o f  one or tw o individual m em -

\ k ers 5
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bers ; and that tho’ generally a man’ sdecifion 

in his own cafe is ju ftly  fufpedled, yet when a 

gentleman and a Jcholar poiTeiTes fuch confi­

dence in his ow n inflexible integrity and 

unbiafed impartiality, as to fit in judgm ent 

on his ow n  w ork, it w ould  be indelicate in 

a defeated candidate to refufe credit to his 

profeffions.

Such then are the caufes which have g i­

ven birth to this w ork, and fuch the inauf- 

picious circumflances- in which it flands. 

W h y  the A uthor fhould venture its publica­

tion after being thus difgraced by defeat, 

and condemned even by the modeii imparti­

ality o f  a competitor, is a quefiion w hich he 

is now  to anfwer. T h e  ufual apology o f  

Authors he cannot plead— the folicitation 

o f ' a friend w ho had feen the manufcript—  

for the Council were the only pcrfons w ho 

had feen it before he refolved on the p u b ­

lication, and they, fo far from advifing that 

meafure, detained, and iiill detain, the 

manufcript, nor has he w ithout much diffi­

culty pcrfuaded them to grant a copy.

B ut
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B u t tho’ C ou n cil cannot be charged w ith  

d ire d ly  prom oting the publication, y e t  they 

h ave in d ired ly  done fo, for it w as the reafon 

w h ich  they aifigned for detaining the ma- 

nufcript, that fuggefted to the A u th o r  the 

neceifity o f  m aking it public. W h a t  was 

that reafon ? “  T o  vindicate the propriety o f  

the decifion w h ich  had been made on its 

merits, and w h ich  it was fuppofcd m ight be 

rendered queftionable, i f  the re jeded  E f -  

fa y  w ere publiihed in an im proved ftate.”  

— N o w  this end it was fuppofed w ou ld  more 

probably be attained by the publication, 

than by the fuppreifion o f  the rejeded  

w o rk , and accordingly it w as refolved on. 

— T h e  delicacy o f  M r. Prefton w ill, no 

doubt, th an k the A u th o r  for affording fo 

public a juftification o f  his v e rd id , and the 

juftice  o f  the Council w ill be grateful for pro­

m oting, even  by thefe means, their intention.

B u t  was this the foie m otive w hich  im­

pelled the A u th o r  to publiih ? P oifib ly  it 

w as not. O f  hum an ad ion s the m otives

generally
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generally are complex, and probably vanity  

in a greater or lefs degree is always an in­

gredient. T h is  fatuous fpark, perhaps, 

which fo often illudes fancy by a difplay o f  

imaginary merits, might have taiight the A u ­

thor to believe that tho’, on comparifon 

w ith  another, his w ork was rejeded, yet it 

might contain fome ideas w hich  i f  generally 

kn ow n , w ould  ferve the caufe o f  M an u fa c­

tures, or fome hints which m ight lead to 

their advancement. W h ile  the Printer then 

propofed to take on h im felf the riik  o f  pub­

lication, he could not refill the impulfe o f  

letting it go to the public.

B u t how ever vanity  m ay have infinuated 

that in a w ork  o f  w hich the materials were 

colleded w ith  much care, and derived from
M

the beil fources, fome thoughts m ight be 

found that w ould m ake the publication ufe- 

ful, he had too intimate a know ledge o f  

h im felf not to be con vin ced, that the ge­

neral execution o f  it called for an apology, 

and that he had reafon on the w hole, rather

to



to  aeprecate cenfure than hope for praiie. H e 

is pcrfuaded, that a fu b je d  in it fe lf  dry and 

u nintefeflin g  has received no attraction 

from the manner in w hich  he has treated 

it. M a n y  o f  the ornaments o f  com po­

sition, indeed, it did not admit of, and thofe 

o f  w hich  it w as capable, lie had not leifure to 

befiow  ; for the E ifa y  Was begun and ended 

w ith in  the fpace o f  thrée months. I f  if 

be aiked w h y  fo ihort a time w as devoted to 

the ccmpoiitiort, w h en  there w as nearly a 

fu ll year between the day on w h ich  the 

fúbje'ét waâ proptífed, and that on w h ich  

the w o rk  w as delivered ? T h e  an fw er is a 

fliort one. T h e  A cad em y propofed at the 

fam e tunc two fubjeiits for com poiition—  

the One that o f  w hich  the prefent w o rk  

treats— the other “  on the Variations o f E n g -  

lifh profe from the R evolu tion  to the prefent 

tim e.” T h e  eiTay on this latter w as to be 

* ri n on the i ft o f  M a y  1796, and being 

more w ith in  range o f  the A u th o r ’s ftudies 

than the other fu b je d , he naturally prefer­

red it. In that attem pt ho had the good

fortune
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fortune to meet the approbation o f  the 

Academ y. T h e  decifion, how ever, was 

not made till the month o f  June, and as he 

waited to learn the fate o f  his firft EiTay, be­

fore he fo  unfuccefsfully tried his ftrength in 

the fécond, there remained o f  courfe but 

three months for the compoiition.

In  a w ork  w ritten on fuch  a fu b je û  and 

in fo ihort a time, it m ay eafily be fuppofed 

there are m any errors— fom e perhaps o f  fa d  

and fome o f  principle. I f  they be not fo nu­

merous as to give a colour to the w hole, it 

is all that the A u th o r can reafonably hope, 

and perhaps any thing ihort o f  this, a can­

did reader w ill forgive. B u t, befides errors 

w hich  h a v e  crept in thro’ hafte and inadver­

tency, there are fome paifages w hich  ap­

pear erroneous, becaufe they are not true at 

prefent though they were fo w hen the w o rk  

was w ritten*. F or thefe the only apology 

which need be offered is, that the A cadem y 

have now  kept the EfTay before them for one 

year and a half, at a period more fertile

b in
*  T h e y  occur principally  under the head o f  Paper— c: 

G la fs — and o f  W oollen  M anufafture.



in change than any in the hiitory o f  Ireland 

or in the world, and it would have been 

wrong perhaps in a w ork fuch as this, to 

make many fubfequent alterations : accord­

ingly the only alteration o f  moment that has 

been made is the paiTage beginning at page 

326, which is a fubftitute for another; and 

the general divifion o f  the E ifay into fec- 

tions wîth contents, & c.

Such as it is, the A uthor commits it to the 

world rather with diffidence than anxiety. 

In its firft aim it has already failed ; o f  that 

failure he has laid the circumftances before 

the public, and it remains w ith them to 

decide whether it may {till be o f  fervice. 

In point o f  emolument he is at prefent un- 

interefted in its fate, and with refpedt to 

other views, tho’ he feels that there is a 

principle in the heart which praife can gra­

tify, he has experienced that other things 

than praife are wanted to make man fatis- 

fied -, o f  thaL, then, which is but ons in­

gredient in the cup o f  happinefs he has 

ceafed to be very anxious about the acquisi­

tion or the lofs.

North Strand, April 3^, j 798.



The Reader is requefted to correct the following 

Errata with his pen.

p age 3— line 15, for di/contented read contented.

____ 16— line 4, for ever read even.

____ 43— line 16 and 17 , for place i f  it be necejjfary read place

fo r  i f  it bey & c .

—  43— line 18, dele/or.

____104— Iail line, for poffibly to be read poffibly be.

____ 106— line z  and 3, for depravate read deprave.

____122— line 14, for its read their.

_________ line 15, for derives read derive.

___144— line 19, for exerting read  exciting.

. 1 5 7 — line 1 1 ,  for office read officer.
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EJfay on the Manufaâïures, 
&c. of Ireland.

P A R T  I.

General Obfervations on the Quejlion— Necejfity o f 

conjidering how far Manufactures, compared with 

Agriculture, deferve Encouragementy and how fa r  

the pofitive Interference o f the Legiflature may tend 

to Promote them.

T h e  queition which it is propofed to treat 

in this EiTay, is much more extenfive than, 

perhaps, at firft view it appears. T o  afcertain 

what manufactures may be fitted for a coun­

try, it is neceflary to confider not only her 

foil, climate, and loc Ĵ circumftances, but. 

alfo, perhaps, her political relations to other 

countries. No nation can, with refpedl to manu-

B  faéhires,



failures, or commerce, becorfidered as ifoiated ; 

for both commerce and manufactures depend, as 

well on the wants and capacities of other coun­

tries, as on thofe of the trading, or manufactu­

ring fíate  ̂ Even of thofe manufactures which 

are neceilary for home confumption alone, this 

obfervation holds ; for though a country may 

produce any given manufacture in fufficient quan­

tity, and of fufficiently good quality for its inha­

bitants, yet, if  other countries produce the fame 

manufacture confiderably cheaper, after dtdufl­

ing the expence of freight, hazard, &c. un­

doubtedly, no competition inftituted again ft 

them in that manufacture, can fucceed : the fo­

reign manufacture will be ufed, and the native 

one rejected, unlefs that be prohibited, or loaded 

with heavy duties ; and if the confumption of it 

be thus reflrained, then there arifes a new politi­

cal relation between that country and thofe whofe4 ' *
manufactures are thus burdened.

Y e t  it mav be fufficient, in a work fuch as the 

prefent, merely to enquire in what manufactures 

the country, confidered abftractedly, is calcula­

ted to excel ; for it is the duty of the legirfature,

knowing



knowing the capacities o f  the ftate, fo to arrange 

its political concerns with refpect to other liâtes, 

thatthefe capacities may not, by external impedi­

ments, be rendered ufelefs. W e fhall not, liow- 

ever, in the following pages, always confine our 

obfervations within thefe narrow limits.

Perhaps no where in Europe is an enquiry on 

the fubjedt o f  this Eifay more neceifary than in 

Ireland, for perhaps no where are fo many ad­

vantages both of foil, climate and iituation, fuffer- 

ed to lie dormant. It is for others to determine, 

whether this negleit of the bleffings we poifefs, 

arifes from ignorance of their exiftence, or from 

that lethargic ftupor which ileeps over the belt 

gifts of Nature, and with folded arms refts in *2&  

contented poverty, while comfort and wealth are 

within the reach of  an adive arm.

Enquiries, indeed, o f  this nature, have been 

begun and carried on apparently with zeal and 

ability ; but it has unfortunately happened, that 

they have commenced in the fever of party fpirit, 

and have themfelves been nothing more than a 

paroxyfm of  the national difeafe. Hence it has

B  2 followed,



followed, that the friends of peace and modera- 

tion, fo far from affifting in thefe enquiries? 

have either oppofed them in argument, or ne  ̂

gle&ed them in praótice, On a return of temper 

in the people, they have of courfe been reje&ed or 

forgotten. Happy were it for us could we truly 

fay, that the public mind is now lefs agitated by 

the political tempeft— that it is in fuch a ftate of 

cool tranquillity as will permit its attention to be 

turned, with a probability of advantage, to dif~ 

quiiitions on thofe true fources of wealth and 

greatnefs, our agriculture, our commerce, 

and manufactures ! Such unfortunately is 

not our fituation. It remains for us, there­

fore, only to hope, that the crifis at which 

we have arrived will terminate in fuch a ftate of 

things, that the real interefts of our country will 

become more than ever the objeéïs of our care, 

and that, at laft, we ihall open our eyes to the fa­

vourable circumfiances which furround us, and 

make an effort to enjoy them.

In every country poflefled of territory admit­

ting cultivation, agriculture ihould unqueftiona- 

bly be among the firft objedls of its care and en­

couragement.



couragement. This propofition, taken ftrictly, is 

incontrovertible ; but it has, by a ft range perver- 

fion, been fometimes underftood as if  involving 

another propofition, viz. that o f  the different 

modes o f  occupying the induftry of a people, 

agriculture fhould be exclufively the object o f  le- 

giflative protection. O f  this propofition the 

truth is not only not obvious, but, perhaps, the 

fulfhood o f  it may be eafily demonftrated. There 

are irrefragable arguments which go to prove, 

that thofe manufactures for which Nature has fit­

ted a country, are entitled to a Iai*ge lhare o f  pub­

lic attention, that the national profperity is con­

nected with the profperity o f  thefe, and that even 

agriculture, the favoured ob|eét, muft moft flou- 

rifh w'here thefe are molt fuccefsfully cultivated.

In an effay having for its objeétto afcertain what 

manufactures are calculated for the country, it 

will not, perhaps, be confidered alien from the 

fubject, to glance at thofe arguments, and to en­

quire, very briefly, how far manufactures ge­

nerally deferve to be cultivated. Not lels necef- 

farv is it to conlider and refute the doctrine 

which has fo often been ufed againft every mea­

sure of pofitive encouragement to manufactures,

namely,



namely, that every attempt o f  the legiflature to 

introduce, or fupport them, is an impo­

litic effort to force them into premature exiftence. 

On both of  thefe topics a few obfervations fhall be 

offered, before we enter into what is more ini' 

mediately the bufmefs of this Effay,

S E C T I O N
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S E C T I O N  T.

ju m e n ts  o f the Œconomifts to prove Manufactures 

unproductive.— Application of them to Ireland 

— Anfwcr to thefe Arguments.— They derive 

no additionaljlnngth from the Circumdances of Ire­

land.— 'The moftperf'eíl State o f AgricJn,.r, with­

out Manufaftures, not highly beneficial— b u t, per­

haps, the contrary.— Objection to this Reafomng. • 

Anfwered.— Further Objections.— The Airfwer.

W e r e  it pcffible fora country, by confining 

its induflry to the cultivation of the earth, to in- 

creafe its population to its utraoft limit, to fecure 

to its people the neceííSties and comforts of life, 

to'provide for the mental as well as the corporeal 

interefts o f  its inhabitants, and to give fufficient 

ftrength and {lability to its government for fe- 

c u r i n g  the continuance of thofe bleffings, then, 

certainlv, it wêre not only fuperfluous to int.o- 

duce other modes of employment for the induf- 

try of its people, but it were mifchievous, as 

tending to divert it from objeéts certainly pro­

ductive, to thofe which might ultimately prove
barren,
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barren, and from purfuits favourable to the health 

and morals o f  man, to thofe which are generally 

found to be injurious to both. T h e  queflion

therefore is, whether agriculture alone be adequate

to thofe purpofes ? If  we reafon from the effects 

which it has produced to its inherent powers, we 

fhall foon infer, that it is far indeed from being 

able, alone, to fecure to a nation thofe great eiTen- 

tials of  public profperity. Nor lhall we find, per­

haps, in the wide range o f  antient or modern hif- 

tory, any inftance of a nation improving in popu­

lation, pofleifing freedom and fufficient ftrength 

to proted it, with fuch a degree o f  mental im ­

provement as man muft enjoy before he can be 

faid to be a reafonable creature, while that coun­

try was devoted exclufively to agricultural pur­

fuits. States have rifen, perhaps, by commerce 

merely, without agriculture or manufactures ; 

but there has been none, which, by agriculture 

alone, has rifen, without manufactures or com­

merce. Nay, the aiTertion may be carried far­

ther, and it may be faid with truth, that even to 

excellence in agriculture alone no ftate has ever 

arrived, which did not enjoy in fome, perhaps, 

m a very extenfive degree, the collateral aid "of

manufacture.
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manufacture. Agriculture and manufactures, 

indeed, fo far as experience enables us to judge 

of them, appear to be twin fifters ; they are 

cotemporary in their origin, and are cheriihed 

in their progrefs toward maturity by the mutual 

fupport which they afford each other.

But thofe who have attempted this unnatural 

divulfion of interefts united by Nature, have not 

reforted to experience for aid in fupport o f  the 

attempt. T hey  have formed fyitems, and framed 

theories, a n d  in fupport ot them have dev ifed ar­

guments founded in fubtletv unintelligible to the 

plain fenfe of  mankind, and deriving their force 

only from the populate, that mankind have always 

aCted, in this inftance, in oppoiition to their true 

interefls ; that the appearance of  national wealth, 

and greatnefs, which we fee ex;it wherever ma­

nufactures have been fuccefsfully cultivated, are 

but the fpecious coverings of  real poverty and 

wretchednefs ; and that all the benefits which are 

fupjjofed to have flowed from a national protec­

tion of manufacture, would have more certainly 

refulted from a dereliction of  them, and from 

turning the care and pains which they have coil: 

to the culture of the earth alone.
O f



f f 

O f  thofe who thus labour to depreciate manu­

factures and to enhance the eitimation in wdiich 

agriculture muft always beheld, M. Quefnoi was 

the firft. His difciples have been numerous, and 

his doctrine has been widely diffufed and inge- 

nioufly fupported. It may fuffice to fay in this 

place, that his reafonings, and thofe o f  his follow­

ers, aim fimply at proving, that agriculture fhould 

be the foie object c f  pofitive and actual encou­

ragement ; and that manufactures, the utility o f  

which it was impoffibleto deny, ihouid be fuffered 

to arife, and proceed, without any external affift- 

ance. T h e y  were, it was faid, naturally the refult 

o f  an extenfive and flourifhing agriculture, and i f  

that were encouraged, thefe would follow fponta- 

neouily and certainly, as phyfical effects flow 

invariably from their caufes.

To effect the depreciation o f  manufactures, it 

was afierted, that the labour of  the artificer 

added nothing to the national ftock. T h e  labour­

er, who tilled the ground, was alone he who aug­

mented the wealth of  his country. Him, there­

fore, they denominated productive, while they 

fl.gmatized the artificer as barren and unpro­

ductive.

IO
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ducHve. The reafon on which they founded 

this diftinction was no lei's Angular than the 

diltintStion itfelf. They contended that the labour 

of  the farmer w’as productive, becaufe he not 

only repaid himlelf in the firft inftance the 

capital ftock which he expended in the prepara­

tion and culture of  his ground, and alio main­

tained himfelf by the produce, but beiides 

this he extraóled from the land a rent to 

the proprietor of  the foil. The manufacturing ar- 

tifan they called unproductive, becaufe, as they 

ailedi^ed, he merely maintained himfelf bv his 

labour, and did not, like the farmer, produce 

by it any thing fimilar to the net rent which the 

proprietor received from the labours of  the far­

mer.

This  abftraCl do&rine, adverfe to manufactures, 

the friends of agriculture among us have 

endeavoured to apply to Ireland. Whatever may 

be its truth, fay they, when applied to countries of 

which the agriculture is already in a very floui iih* 

ing ftate, and therefore does not need to eng: ofs 

the care of the public ; or, however ineligible it 

may be to direct public attention to agricultuie in 

countries which Nature may have incapacitated
for



for tillage, yet in Ireland unqueftionably, they 

contend, the agricultural fyftem ihould be che- 

riihed. Ireland pofleffing a foil capable, in many 

places, o f  the higheft degree of  fertility, and in 

others, waiting only for the touch of  induftry to 

become equally fitted for the mod valuable pro­

duits, they afiert, naturally points the attention 

ot ner people to agriculture in preference to ma- 

nuiaciuies. T ney  carry their reafoning farther : 

even if  it were granted, fay they, that manu- 

fa&ures are o f  fo much importance to Ireland as 

to deferve all the care and encouragement which 

Hie can befiow upon them, yet they ihould be left 

to force their own way ; for, if the circumftances 

o f  the country be fitted for them, they will arife of 

themfelves ; and if they be not, it were vain to 

force them into premature exiftence. Private in- 

tereft, always fagacious in finding out thofe chan­

nels in which the tide o f  induftry may flow with 

moft efteft to the individual, and o f  courfe to 

the public, will o f  itfelf employ the capital o f  

the country in thofe w'orks for which it is beit 

calculated ; and to reftràin, or prompt, private 

inteieft, in this inftance, nmft only tend to di­

rect the capital and induftry of  the fate  from a

ltn/e
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more to a îe/s profitable objeCt. Such are the ar­

guments by which it has been endeavoured to 

avert from manufactures that foftering caie, 

without which there is little reafon to hope they 

can ever reach to full maturity. W hat is their

force ?

That argument againit manufactures which 

is ufed to prove that agriculture is the 

moft productive, or rather the only productive 

inode of exerting induflry, “  becaufe the farmer, 

belide the ordinary profit o f  his ftock by which 

he fupports himfelf, produces alfo from his la- 

bour a net rent to the proprietor of  the foil, 

while the manufacturer obtains from his labour 

only the ordinary profits on which he lives,”  has 

been ably anfvvered by feveral writers, but pci - 

haps by none with more brevity and force than 

by Mr. Hamilton in his celebrated report to Con- 

grefs on the manufactures of the United States. 

T o  ftate his anfwer in any other words than his 

own would probably weaken its effed ; I ihall 

therefore, as it is but ihort, take the liberty to 

tranfcribe it.

“  That the labour employed on manufactures

yields nothing equivalent to the rent of land, or
to

*3



fo that net furplus, as it is called, which accrues 

to the proprietor of  the foil, refts on a diftinétion 

which, however important it has been coniidered, 

appears rather verbal than fubftantial.”

“  It is eafily difcernible, that what in the firft 

inftance is divided into two parts under the de­

nominations o f  the ordinary profit o f  the ftock 

o f  the farmer, and the rent to the landlord, is, 

in the fécond inftance, united under the general 

appellation o f  the ordinary profit on the ftock o f  

the undertaker ; and that this formal, or verbal 

diftribution, conftitutes the whole difference in 

the two cafes. It feems to have been overlooked, 

that the land is itielf a ftock, or capital, ad­

vanced, or lent by its owner to the occupier, or 

tenant ; and that the rent he receives is only the 

ordinary profit o f  a certain ftock in land, not ma­

naged by the proprietor himfelf, but by another,

to whom he lends or lets it, and who, on his 

part, advances a fécond capital to ftock and im­

prove the land, upon which he alfo receives the 

ufual profit. T h e  rent o f  the landlord and the 

profit o f  the farmer are, therefore, nothing 

more than the ordinary profits o f  two capitals be­

longing to two different perfons, and united in

the

i 4



1 5  g '
the cultivation of  a farm. A3 in the other cafe, 

the furplus which arifes upon any manufadture 

after replacing the expences of carrying it on, 

anfwers to the ordinary profits of one or more ca­

pitals engaged in the profecution of fuch manu­

facture. It is faid one or more capitals ; becaufe, 

in fad  the fame thing which is contemplated in 

the cafe of the farm, fometimes happens in 

that of a manufactory. There is one who fur- 

nifhes a part of the capital, or lends a pait of the 

money by which it is carried on ; and 

another who carries it on, with the addition 

of  his own capital. Out of the furplus which 

remains, after defraying expences, an inteieft iS 

paid to the money-lender for the portion of capi­

tal furnifhed by him, which exa&Iy agrees with 

the rent paid to the landlord ; and the refidue oi 

that furplus conftitutes the profit of the under­

taker, or manufacturer, and agrees with what is 

denominated the ordinary profits on the ftock of 

the farmer. Both together make the ordinary 

profits of two capitals employed m a manufac­

tory, as in the other cafe the rent o f  the land­

lord, and the revenue of  the farmer, compolcs 

the ordinary profits of two capitals employed in 

the cultivation of a farm” .
“  T he
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“  The rent, therefore, accruing to the proprietor 

of  the land, far from being a criterion o f  exclu- 

fi^ e  productivenefs, as has been argued, is no 

'criterion e v e a o f  fuperior produdivenefs. T h e  

queftion mu ft ftill be, whether the furplus, after 

defraying the expences o f  a given capital em­

ployed in the pu/chafe and improvement o f  a 

piece of  land, is greater or lefs than that o f  a 

like capital employed in.the profecution o f  a ma­

nufacture ; or whether the 'whole value produced 

from a given capital, and a given quantity of la­

bour employed in one way, be greater or lefs than 

the whole value produced from an equal capital, 

and an equal quantity o f labour employed in the 

other w ay ; or rather, perhaps, whether the buii- 

nefs o f  agriculture, or that o f  manufactures, 

will yield the greateft product, according to a com­

pound ratio o f  the quantity o f  the capital, and 

the quantity o f  labour which are employed in 

the one, or in the other.”

Thefe obfervations on the arguments by which 

the œconomifts endeavour to prove the fuperior 

produdtivenefs o f  agriculture, feem fully to fhew 

that their reafoning on that point is inconclu-

five.

*
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live. They are not adduced by the author from 

whom they are quoted, nor are they now 

urged with a view to depreciate agricultural pur- 

fuits, or to eftablifh a pretended fuperiority of 

manufactures. They are meant only to fhew, that 

thefe, abftraéiedly confidered, deferve to ihare 

the patronage of  the public counfels, becaufe 

from their nature they are as likely as agricul­

ture itfelf to encreafe the (lock of national wealth.

T o  thofe who may ftill entertain doubts on this 

queftion, a perufal o f  all the arguments of  Mr. 

Hamilton on this topic is ftrongly recommended. 

By ftating.and ilTuftrating the effeét o f  manu­

factures in the divifion of labour, and extending 

the ufe of machinery ; in the additional em­

ployment they afford to claffes o f  the commu­

nity not ordinarily engaged in buiinefs ; in 

the promotion o f  emigration from foreign 

countries ; in furnifhing greater fcope for di- 

verfity o f  talents, by affording a more ample and 

various field for enterprize ; and finally, in 

creating and fecuring, wherever they exift, a more 

certain and fteady demand for the furplus produce 

of  the foil;  he has accumulated fuch a mafs of

C  e v i d e n c e
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evidence to prove their utility, as mult furelv, 

in the mind r o f  every unprejudiced judgf* 

decide the queftion in their favour,

But, to the arguments ufed by tlie ecoïiomifts 

againit the public encouragement of manufac­

tures, others have been added, drawn from a 

confideration o f  the peculiar circumftances of 

Ireland. It is faid, that “  however doubtful 

might be the policy o f  giving pofitive en­

couragement to manufacture in a country in 

which agriculture had reached to a confi- 

derable degree o f  perfection, there could lcarce- 

ly be a doubt whether Ireland, with her lands 

naturally fertile, but in many inftances yet 

rude, and in none well cultivated, lhould not, 

in the firft place, concenter all her powers 

round this fure fource o f  wealth to perfevering 

induftry, inftead of  diffracting her attention 

by turning it on an object which poffibly may 

fruftrate her hopes of  fuccefs, however appa­

rently well founded, and o f  which indeed 

there can be no rational grounds to expect 

that it will fo fpeedily, fo certainly, or in lb

great



great a degree be productive to the country 

as an improved agriculture.”

That Ireland has' not yet availed herfelfof all 

the advantages for agriculture which her foil 

and climate afford, is a truth prominent in almoft 

every farm in the country, and it is equally true, 

that the promotion o f  her agriculture ihould, 

for many reafons, be among the firft ob- 

feéts of her care. Every argument which can be 

urged in favour of  any national purfuit offer 

themfelves to recommend to her the improve­

ment of her foil, and the modes of  its cultivati­

on. But it is certainly falfe reafoning to infer, 

that becaufe agriculture fhould be promoted, we 

may fafely negleéï, as a national objeél, the en­

couragement of  manufactures ; for, undoubtedly, 

one o f  the chief reafons why agriculture lhould 

be conlidered as an objecft o f  prime importance 

is, that it furnifhes the beft aids to manufac­

tures and commerce. So true is this, that if 

it were polfible to frame a fvftem of  laws by 

which agriculture might be raifed to the high- 

fcfr poiîîble pitch without the exiftence of manu­

factures, it is very doubtful, whether, in

C 2 fuch
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fuch cireumftances, this extended ftate o f  its 

agriculture would much add to the wealth, 

happinefs, or power o f  the nation, however 

it might tend to the aggrandizement of a 

few individuals. T o  men who have acquired 

certain habits o f  thinking on thefe fubjecls 

this opinion will certainly wear the appearance 

oi paradox ; a ihort view of  the reafoning 

which fupports it will perhaps (hew, that it 

is not unfounded.

Agriculture is then moft perfect when the 

foil is made to yield the greateft poffible produce, 

with the leaft poffible labour.* In fuch a it-ate 

o f  agriculture, therefore, each individual poflef- 

for o f  land, procures from his farm the ut- 

moft poffible produce, by the labour of  a very 

few hands. Suppofe then the foil o f  a coun­

try divided among a giv en number o f  proprie­

tors each of thefe extracting the greatefl: pro­

duce from the foil by the labours of  the fmalleft 

number o f  hands muft neceifarily employ 

but a few labourers, in tillage. But all thofe who 

lhall remain on the lands o f  each proprietor 

not neceifarily engaged in the cultivation o f

them



them will be a uftlcfs burden, becaufe in this 

fuppofed ftate of things, there are no mnnu- 

faétures to afford employment. The number 

of thefe ufelefs hands each proprietor will 

endeavour to diminifh as much as poffible, 

or at leaft prevent their encreafe# Thus, when, 

agriculture becomes as perfect as poffible, manu- 

faétures affording labour to none, the proprietor 

of  the foil will labour to leiTen propagation. 

So far then the promotion of agriculture, diltinél 

from manufaéhires, muft diminifh what has been 

truly called the wealth and ftrength of anation.

Nor will agriculture in this very perfeéi ftate, 

deftituteof manufactures, render thoiewhom it 

does fupport comfortable and abundant, in pro­

portion to this improved ftate. Land being di­

vided among a given number of proprietors to 

whom the furplus of the produce belongs, it will 

naturally be their obieét to fupport the labouring 

people at the leait poffible expence, and of courfe 

they will allow the leaft wages on which they 

can live. They will not fhare in the abundance 

which their labours produce, for the property 

o f  that will reft in the lords of the foil ; and un-

2 I
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der thefe hopelefs circumitances, if  no ..manu­

factures exift, they will be deftitute of refource, 

or alternative. In thofe countries, which, from 

the gift of nature, enjoy that fertility which 

elfewhere is the confequence of perfect agricul­

ture, this pofition is eafily illuflrated. Sicily, 

once emphatically called the Romani Imperil 

horreum, and ftill pofTeiling its former luxuriance, 

is an inftance. W here are the poor more 

wretched ? W here is population fo thin as in 

this prolific foil ?

It may be a plaufible objection to this reafon- 

ing, that it is the diftinguifhing recommenda­

tion of agriculture to produce in proportion to 

the quantity of labour expended on it, that 

therefore the more population encreafes, the more 

will the foil yield which thofe encreafed numbers 

cultivate, and that o f  courfe it is not true that when 

agriculture is in its moil improved ftate, it will 

tend rather to reftrain, than to encreafe populati­

on. T h e  fuppofition on which this objection refts, 

is falfe, if  taken in its fulled extent ; and if  it be 

taken in a qualified fenfe, it is fallacious from its 

vaguenefs. It is falfe, if  taken in its fulleft ex­

tent, for, any given quantity of land has, un­

doubtedly,



fîoubtedly, a limit to its produce, or rather to its 

capacity of producing, however great that pro­

duce or capability may be. After the greateft 

produce, then, has been attained by the higheft 

degree of cultivation, it is evident, that whate­

ver labour is afterwards employed 011 the foil, is 

ufelefs, if  not injurious. But if the aflertion be 

taken in a limited fenfe, it goes for nothing, be- 

caufe it is impoffible to afcertain how far it is 

meant to extend.

If it be objected farther, that agriculture 

çan never be carried on in that abítraét way 

in which we have taken it, diftinét from 

manufactures, it is granted. But thofe who 

make the objection, mult take it with all its 

eonfequences. If agriculture be neceffarily con­

nected with, or productive of, manufactures, the 

connexion muft arife from one o f  thefe caufes—  

either agriculture produces materials which ma­

nufactures are neceflary to make valuable, or it 

encreafes population to fuch a degree, that other 

occupations than thofe of tillage, muft be deviled 

to employ them ; or, manufactures muft exitt in 

order to furnifh a certain market before açrricul-- c>

tiife can become extended. In any of  thefe cafes,

and

«
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and it is conceived that no other can be ftated, 

manufactures become, equally with agriculture 

itfelf, entitled to protection and pofitive encou­

ragement.

in  the firft cafe, manufactures being ne- 

ceffary to work up the produce o f  the land, in 

order to enable the huibandman to bear the ex­

pence of  cultivation, it is neceflary that all care 

ihould be taken to extend and promote thefe ma­

nufactures, becaufe if  they fail, the huibandman 

lofes a large fhare o f  his profits, and fo far, 

agricuture is difcouraged.

I f  the connection between them arifes from 

fuch an encreafed population as turns the 

furplus o f  unemployed hands to manufac­

tures, then it becomes fiill more necefiary, 

to encourage and patronize thefe, becaufe, 

i f  the fupernumerary hands be fuffered to re- 

main idle, they will deduct fo much from the na­

tional flock or capital, as their maintenance will 

amount to : or, i f  they find it difficult to procure 

a maintenance, they will endanger the peace 

o f  the public, and fo far will effectually damp 

the induftry of the ufeful part o f  the community.

In
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l a  the third cafe, where manufactures arc 

fuppofed neceflary to fecure a certain market for 

the produce of the foil, before agriculture can 

become extended, the propriety of giving them 

encouragement, even in preference to agricul­

ture, feems to be conceded ; as the profperity of 

them is, in this inftance, acknowledged to be an 

effential preliminary to the grand object, and 

without vvhofe previous exiilence it cannot be at­

tained.

In this endeavour to prove that the higheft de­

gree of  fuccefs in agriculture can not be fervicea- 

ble to a ftate, if its agriculture be not accompanied 

by manufactures, it is believed we have gone far 

to overturn the poiition, that Ireland not having 

yet made fufficient advances in the cultivation of  

her foil, ought not to divert her attention from that 

great object to the promotion of manufactures—  

for, if we have proved, that decided ex­

cellence in that purfuit, would not be va­

luable if unattended by manufactures, it 

follows, that it would be in fome mea- 

fure prepoflerous to poitpone the promotion of  

the/e to that. And as to the argument that 

faccefs in agriculture is more fare, fpeedy, and

productive,

25
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productive, than fuecefs in manufactures, it a p. 

pears to deferve, after what we have already faid, 

but little farther reply.

O f  the comparative value, then, o f  agri­

culture and manufactures to a ftate, wp 

fhall reft fatisfied with having given the opi­

nion and arguments o f  Hamilton ; and with

refpeCl to the greater certainty and fpeed of  our 

progrefs in agriculture than in manufactures, it 

appears that fo far as we are likely to advance in a 

beneficial agriculture, we muft be accompanied 

by manufacture. W e  fay bénéficiai, becaufe it is not 

denied, but that agriculture, like manufacture, 

may be forced by unnatural means* It is cer­

tainly poffible to frame a fyftem of  corn laws, and 

_ fécond them by fuch degrees of  encouragement, 

as fhall raife the tillage o f  a country to a very 

high pitch indeed, by giving to the corn mer­

chant fuch protection, and fuch advantages, as 

will induce numbers to engage in the export o f  

grain alone, without any of that mixed com­

merce, which has for its fubjeCt, the multifari­

ous products, not only of  tillage, but o f  every 

various manufacture which the countrv may be 

fitted for.

S E C T I O N
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S E C T I O N  II.

/I g u ment s againft L  egifla tive interpofition in Aù~ 

nu failures.— Such Interference may, in many cafes, be 

injudicious— but not always fo— and why— Inflances 

o f the utility o f Legiflative Protection.— 7"he Expe­

rience of Ireland proves how much Agriculture may 

be promoted by judicious Encour agement.— By analogy 

the fame efjtEls would follow in Matiuj atlures♦

O f  thofe who deny the utility of encouraging 

manufactures by the aitual intervention of legis­

lative provifions, becaufe they believe agriculture 

íhoulcl be the foie objeftof public care, the number 

perhaps is not fo great as of thofe who deny the 

expediency of it, becaufe they coniider any inter­

vention of this kind, as a premature exertion 

in their favour. It becomes neceiTary, therefore,
* #

to invetfigute this opinion.

Ttiofe who are adverfe to the encouragement of 

manufactures on this ground, afiert that private 

intereft, ever fagacious in finding out the moft pro­

per objects for induftry to work on, will, if  left to

jtfelf, alvvavs be occupied in the cultivation of
thofe



thofe branches of ni an u fail  u re, which the country 

is bed fitted for, and thofe manufactures, thus 

/under the bed poffible manangement, that o f  thc-fe 

mofi intereded in their fuccefs, will encreafe as 

fad as the~ date o f  things, or the interefr o f  

the public may require.

No doubt it is poffible, that encouragement 

however great, when applied by the legiflature 

to manufactures for which nature or the political 

circumdances of the country may have unfitted it, 

fo far from tending to raife fuch manufactures 

intoafource o f  national wealth, will be ineffec, 

tual with refpect to them, and injurious to the 

country at large, as tending to divert its induftry 

from a more to a lefs ufeful channel. But furely 

the cafe is widely different, when public encou­

ragement judiciouily applied is brought to aid the 

infant druggies o f  the country, already pointing 

its efforts at ufeful and attainable objects. It is 

indeed not difficult to fhew, that in a great varie­

ty o f  iftftances, fuch aids are jndifpenfably necef- 

farv. It is certainly one o f  the propenfities of 

human nature, perhaps, indeed, there is none 

more itrong, than that by which man is led to per- 

fevere in the track in which he has long g o n e ;

nor
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nor is the antipathy of the human mind to change 

and innovation in habits long indulged, lefe uni- 

verfalor powerful. Whatever public inftances of 

the contrary the times we live in may afford, the 

private experience of every man will bear witnefs 

to the truth of this remark. Hence, tho’ varying 

circumftances may fuggeft to the inhabitants of a 

country to change the accuftomed purfuits o f  their 

indufrrv, they will liften with reluctance to the 

admonition, and refufe to obey it, till, perhaps, 

the fortunate crilis for the change be paft ; until 

a fpirit o f  induftry, languifhing from repeated dif- 

appointments in ill-judged exertion, give place 

to the indolence of lailitude or difcontented floth. 

But if a fagacious and vigilant legiilature, watch­

ing the viciffitude of circumftances, interpofe at 

the proper time, and by judicious encourage­

ment, ftimulate their people to catch the pafting 

opportunity, and lubftitute a new and growing 

branch for an obfolete and declining one, the ef­

fect will probably be, that a new fource of  wealth 

will be fecured to the country, which but for this 

encouragement would have lain unimproved, or 

been occupied by a rival. T o  engage in new at­

tempts, particularly when they involve a hazard 

to capital, prudent men are generally difincli-

ned,

29



ned, and yet it is by the exertions of  prudent men 

only, that fuch attempts can rationally be expected 

to fucceed. Something, then, becomes neceffary to 

be done, in order to remove this diiinclination to 

engage in untried purfuits ; fome hope fhould be 

held out to countervail the fear of lofs from failure, 

and to weigh againft the difficulty o f  new under­

takings, provided thofe undertakings afford a
\

well-grounded expectation o f  contributing, if 

they fucceed, to the public good. Hence to new 

manufactures lome encouragement from the pub-, 

lie feem neceffary, even tho’ no impediments lay 

in their way, befides, thofe that are inherent in 

tiie very nature o f  the undertakings. But when 

it is confidered, that a new or infant manufac­

ture has to combat, not only with the difficulties- 

that naturally attach to firft efiays, arifing from 

want of  fkill, the difficulty o f  acquiring new ha­

bits or laying afide old ones, but alfo in moil 

caies with the artifice of a rival nation, enjoying 

perhaps all the helps o f  a larger capital, long ex­

perience, and poiTeffion of the market ; it becomes 

obvious, that fuccefs in fuch cafes can feldom or 

never be hoped, but when the munificence of the 

legislature and the affiftance o f  public protection 

come in aid of private adventure.

According



According to thofe who deny tlie utility o f  

giving public encouragement to manufactures, 

fuch encouragement ihould never be given un­

til the manufacture had arrived to a certain de­

gree of liability, which would prove, that the 

circumftances of the country were favourable to 

it ; that is, protection ihould be withheld, till 

protection became unnecefiary ; the indul­

gence due to infancy ihould be referved for 

adult age : for furely a manufacture which 

can rife into exiftence, and out-live the difficul­

ties that crowd around an infant inftitution, is 

little likely to need thofe late helps which come 

to gratulate its health and flrength, rather than 

afiift its weaknefs. W hat would now have been 

the woollen manufacture of England, had it been 

left unaffirted to firuggle with the eftabliihed ma­

nufactures of Flanders and other countries ? 

W hat would have been the linen manufacture of 

Ireland at this day, had it not been forced upon 

us by the iniidious encouragements of Lord Straf­

ford, and continually cheriihed fince, from more 

worthy motives, by every mode of public and 

private encouragement ? Nay, where would have 

been agriculture itfelf had it been left to its own

energy ?
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energy ? And yet, furely agriculture is, if  any 

tiling can be, calculated to profper without 

legiflative aid.

/ I f  then it be true, that we owe the comparative­

ly flouriihing ftate o f  our tillage to the excellent 

fyftem o f  our corn laws by which it has been 

for fome years governed, this fait affords an ir­

refragable argument of  the neceffitv o f  cheriihing 

and regulating by public authority, manufac­

tures which have not yet arrived at maturity.

So far we have difcuffed this point 011 the vul­

gar fuppofition, that agriculture and manufactures 

are things of  oppoiite kinds, and have different 

interefts. But this fuppofition is falfe. A g r i ­

culture and manufacture agree in their eflenti- 

als,. inafmuch as they both are the improve­

ments of human indufiry on materials given by 

Nature. In the one cafe the material is the land 

itfelf ; in the other the material is fometimes ex­

tracted from the earth, fometimes produced by 

reptiles, by cattle, by fiib, &c. So much alike 

indeed are thefe two purfuits o f  civilized man, 

that the profperity o f  each is promoted by the

fame
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fame means, and retarded by the fame impedi­

ments. Agriculture, as well as manufacture, 

will flouriih when it enjoys a fteady and abundant 

domeftic market, and is fecure o f  a foreign 

market for the redundance. They are both de­

prefled when they have not a ready confumption 

for their produce at home, from want of popu­

lation to confume, or wealth to purchafe it ; or 

when the furplus produce of  the foil or manufac­

ture remains on the hands of the hufbandman or 

artificer, from w'ant of a foreign V£nt, occafioned 

by the abundant and more cheap fupply of foreign 

markets, by domeftic reftriction on the export, 

or from deficiency in commercial enterprize.

Thus far it has been thought neceflary to go to 

fhew, that thofe manufactures which may be fit­

ted for the country, have a claim equally perhaps 

with agriculture, or at leaft in the next place, 

to public patronage and encouragement. T h e  

nature of the difcuifion has made it neceflary to 

be in a great meafure general and abftract. W e  

proceed now to what is more clofely connected 

with t£e obiect o f  this efiav.

D S E C T I O N



S E C T I O N  II I

W hat are the general requijites that recommend a Ma* 

hufailure to adoption ?— Poffeffion of the Primurn—- 

The neceffary means o f working it up— The domeflic 

market— A  fecure and convenient foreign market—- 

Its employing many hands— Its being already ejla- 

blifhed— Its being leafl injurious to health and mo­

rals— Its being promotive o f Agriculture—  Peculiar 

circumftances o f Ireland from its relation to Great 

Britain— Its Navy— The influence o f its Capital—  

Its poffejjioti c f  Raw Materials— Regulation o f Chan­

nel Trade, all neceffary to be confidered in order to deter­

mine what Manufactures JheJhould cultivate.

B e f o r e  it can be certainly known what ma­

nufactures are molt proper for a country, it is 

neceffary to afcertaln what conftitutes the pecu­

liar fitnefs of one manufacture above another for 

that country. Without fixing thefe criteria, we

may

i



;
\ .

inay for ever fioat in conjecture, and perhaps 

fhall ultimately have but a very confufed view of 

what it is our bulinefs to learn with precilion 

and certainty.

Thofe manufactures, then, are evidently beft 

calculated for any country, which may be inftitu- 

ted and carried on in it with molt eafe, and the 

greateft probability of fuccefs, and which in their 

efiablifhment are likely to be productive of  the 

molt good ; by good we mean, adding moft to 

the ftock of  national wealth, with leaft injury 

to the health or morals o f  thofe engaged 

in them. Bat what manufactures are thofe ? 

They will be found to be thofe o f  which the coun­

try in the ilrft inftance, poiïefles the priminn in 

fuch quantity, as is likely to be commenfu- 

rate to the demand for the manufacture in its 

moft advanced ftate ; 2dly, and for the working 

of  which it poflefles all the neceffary means. But 

it is not enough, that the primum abounds, and 

that the beft means for working it up are 

within reach ; it is neceflary alfo, that there be 

d certain vent for the manufactured goods ; thofe

D  2 manufactures
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manufactures therefore are to be preferred for 

which, 3dly, a country pofieffes a domeftic mar­

ket ; or if not that,- at leafr, 4thly, a fure and con­

venient foreign market. But fuppoiing a coun­

try to poilefs the primum o f  a manufacture in 

fuflicient quantity to make the working of  it a 

national object, fuppofmg alfo that the home 

market is fecured to it, and btfidef, a probability 

o f  vending tl.e iurplus in a foreign and conve­

nient market, yet all thefe c ire urn fiances are not 

enough to recommend the manufacture to no­

tice, if  it be not, 5thly, in itfelf likely to be bene­

ficial to the country, by employing a confidera- 

ble number of  hands, to whom it may afford not 

merely a maintenance for themfelves, but alfo a 

competence to bring up children, &c. A ny ma­

nufacture thus circumfianced, the materials a- 

bounding, and the beft means o f  manufacturing 

them at hand, a certain market for the goods ex- 

ifting, and the manufacture in its own nature, 

capable o f  employing and fupporting a great 

number o f  hands and their offspring, is fo far 

proper for the country poflefiing it to promote,, 

and deferves public encouragement. But it will 

be yet more eligible, if, in addition to thefe cir-

cumfiances,



.cumftances, it is alfo recommended by beings 

Stilly, already eftabliibed to a certain degree, by 

•which the difficulties and expences which always 

attend a beginning manufacture, are ahead) fur- 

mounted. This circumftance is ftrongly recom­

mendatory, becaufe it frequently happens, that 

manufactures which, in profpect, have the moft 

promifing appearance, are found, when they 

are attempted, to be impracticable, and afiei 

much public expence, and the ruin of  many pri­

vate individuals, it becomes neceffary to aban­

don them. It is an equally ftrong recommenda­

tion of a manufacture, as an object o f  public en­

couragement, when, tnat m  .

its procefs it is not at all, or is leaft injurious to 

the health or morals of thofe who are engaged in 

it. And it is ftill a farther recommendation, 8th, 

i f  it be connected with, and promotivç ol the 

agriculture of the country.

Such are the circumftances which generally 

fhould recommend a manufacture to public 

protection. If  we confiderthe peculiar fituation 

o f  this country, it may be neceilary to look at 

fome other circumftances before we decide what 

ftyould recommend a manufacture to our adoption.
Ireland

37



Ireland is indeed very particularly circum flan- 

ced. W ith  the name and the pride of  political in­

dependence about her, ibe undoubtedly is at 

prefent dependant on her neighbouring country 

for many things which are efiential, not only to 

the prefervation o f  her political independence it- 

ielf, but to the promotion o f  her civil profperity. 

She is obliged to depend on the navy o f  Great 

Britain for protection from the aggreffion o f  fo- 

leign ftates. B y  the fuperintending power of  

Great Britain, the prefent arrangement o f  

much of  her landed property is fuppofed to 

be upheld. T o  Great Britain (he has been 

obliged to look, fometimes for permiffion, and 

otien for the means o f  extending her com­

merce.— A nd at the prefent day it is a fact in­

controvertible, that ihe owes much o f  her e x ­

port trade, to the influence o f  Englifh capi, 

tal, and the wide extent o f  Englifh commerce. 

— T h e  export o f  Iriih linen by the Britilh mer­

chant, is a proof o f  this. Even for the mate­

rials o f  many important manufactures, Ireland, 

under the prefent connection, depends upon 

Great Britain, and, above all, under the fpi- 

rit o f  the prefent fyftem, ihe is obliged, or

thinks
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thinks herfelf obliged, to fubmit to regulation 

of  the trade between the two countries, which 

ns they now fund, are certainly unjuft and 

inequitable ", while, perhaps, faiily cpnfiutied, 

they are impolitic and injurious, as well to 

Great Britain as Ireland.

N o r  are thefe the only infiances in which the 

manufacturing interefts o f  this country fuffer 

from her contiguity to Great Britain. There are 

others : the fuperiority o f  the merchants and ma­

nufacturers of England in point o f  capital, 

fkill, connection, and induftry, and that 

priority of confideration and encouragement, 

which the commerce and manufactures 

of that country will always enjoy over 

thofe of Ireland, fo long as Ireland ihall con­

tinue to confiitute, as fhe always mutt do, 

while the connection fubfifts, a fubordinate 

member of  the Britifh empire. Thefe are 

ftriking inftances of the difadvantages under 

which fhe labours, and which in confidering what 

manufactures may be fitted for Ireland, muft by 

no means be left out o f  the account. W e  muft, 

for inftance, in calculating the probable fuc- 

ctfs o f  each branch, confider how far it is af­

fected



feited by the advantages o f  ikili and capital, 

which Great Britain enjoys, by what circum­

ftances the given manufactures may be attended, 

W'hich may tend to countervail thefe, and if  there 

be no fuch favourable circumftances in e x ig ­

ence, it may be right to confider whether it be 

practicable to create them, and by what modes, 

and how far, their fuccefs may be promoted, 

confiftently with the good underitanding of  

both countries. W h en  w'e come to treat o f  each 

o f  the principal manufactures, we ihall have an 

eye on thofe peculiarities in the fituation o f  

Ireland; previoufly, however, to engaging in 

that part o f  the work, it will be ufeful to 

make fome obfervations on thofe circumftances 

which are faid above to recommend a manufac- 

ture to adoption.

4 0
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O f the poffejfion o f the raw Materials o f Manu* 

failure.— The fir jl attempts at Manufactures 

muft always be o f native Materials— for they muji 

precede Commerce.— Whence arofe the ManufaCtu- 

ring o f foreign Materials.— Three Caufes.—  

Another Caufef— Inconveniences attending the M a­

nufacturing o f foreign Materials— injlanced in 

the Hijlory o f the Aufirian and Dutch Nether­

lands 9 IBc,— Alfo, by the experiejice o f England 

in her Silk Manufacture.— Coventry.— Subject 

continued.— Solicitude of Manufacturing Countries 

to fecure the poffej/ion o f native primum.—  

England.— Ireland.— lnflability o f Manufactures o f 

which the prirmim is foreign— in Netherlands— Ve­

nice— Italian States.— Cafes where the Manufac­

ture o f Foreign Materials may be -ufefuL— In- 

Jlances.— Iron.

T h e  manufaéhires which fíríl arife in any 

country, muft be thofe of which the materials 

are indigenous. In the favage ftate, rude ma- 

pufyftures generally arife before any fpecies of

agriculture
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agriculture is known. A s  thefe precede agricufr 

ture, they cannot ever be o f  foreign mate­

rials : for agriculture is the fir ft foundation 

o f  commerce, and without commerce, foreign 

materials for manufactures could not be had. 

T h e  firit care o f  the favage is food, with 

which he provides himfelf from day to day 

by lifhing or hunting. His next care is clo­

thing ; and with materials for this he pro­

vides himfelf while he provides himfelf in 

food, for the ikin of  the beaft which he kills 

to eat, without any farther improvement, than 

perhaps drying, ferves him for a coat or a 

mantle. But it is natural to fuppofe, that in 

countries where food is procured by hunting, 

without much difficulty or labour, and where 

the tribe becomes numerous, the favage, who 

has much leifure on his hands, and is con­

venant with his fellows, will begin to feel 

the workings of vanity. Tn fome difpofi- 

tions thefe will fhew themfclves, in external 

decorations, and hence the cuftom o f  paint­

ing the body, which is found fo univerfally 

to prevail among favages.— This  fpirit 

will prompt him to add ornament to his

drefs ^
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drefs ; he will adorn the ikiti he wears, by cut­

ting it into a form different from that o f  

others, or he will paint it with a brighter 

hue, and more grotefque figures ; or, if  he be 

ingenious, he may be prompted to ioim ma­

terials, not ufed before, into a fubftitute for 

the vulgar drefs. If  the fociety be ib nume­

rous as to make diftinétion of rank neceflary, and 

it is hard to conceive, how any fociety, however 

barbarous, can exift without fome fucli difrincti- 

ons, this will be a new fiimulus to improvement 

in drefs ; for the chief and his officers will require 

fome peculiar ornaments by which they may 

be diftinguifhed from the common mafs. 

Indeed, there can be little doubt, that among 

the moft rude tribes this diftinétion takes place -̂ r̂; 

if it be neceffary in civilized, it is u nd ou b te*^  

icmsmsx.My more neceffary, in favage life. 

From each o f  thefe caufes then, or perhaps 

from a combination o f  them all, may 

have arifen the firft effays at manu­

facture, and hence it appears that the firft manu­

factures known in any country probably mu ft 

have been of materials which that country af­

forded. 
t
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Nor was it optional in the favage, or even 

him who had made fome advances in ci? 

yilizatioii, to beftow their firft labours on the 

improvement o f  native materials. T h e y  were 

neceiTariîy confined to thefe, for foreign mate­

rials not being attainable, as we have feen, 

but by commerce, which, in the favage ftate 

is unknown, and in the firfr ftages of  civil- 

ïzatïon is confined to thofe articles which 

are wanted for immediate life, manufactures 

m  this ftate o f  fociety, are generally limited 

to the neceflary wants o f  each individual, and 
*

each makes for his own family fuch articles 

as they need, and o f  fuch materials as are ob­

vious,

It is only where luxury and encreafed 

wealth have eftablifhed manufactures on a per­

manent and improved footing ; it is only where 

ihey have introduced a divifion o f  labour, 

and thus created and cultivated a tafte 

for further improvement in drefs, furniture, 

&c. that foreign materials were firft fabrica­

ted, either in .a deficiency o f  native produce, 

or of materials of fufficient finenefs and deli­

cacy.
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càcv, for the more refined taile o f  the coun­

try.

Another caufe tended to‘ introduce the ma­

nufacture of  foreign materials. W hen by the 

improvements o f  agriculture and population 

the manufactures of home materials had be­

come extenfive, they would naturally divert, 

as being more lucrative, confiderable num­

bers from the avocations of agriculture. As 

this habit continued, it would tend to draw 

to thofe manufactures more than a due pro­

portion of hands. Manufactures thus becom­

ing overitocked, means would be de\ ifed to 

extend them, and this could be done by no 

means more plaufible, than by working up 

foreign materials, which not only gives a ntw  

excitement to confumption, but produces to the 

manufacturer a greater profit than he formerly 

had in the manufa&tue of the coarfe home 

materials.

I f  foreign manufactures had found their w'av

into the country, and been generally con-

fumed, this alfo might have afforded ftrong temp­
tation.
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tation to attempt fimi.'ar fabrics at home, 

by importing the raw materials.

But whichfoever o f  thofe caufes give rife

to the manufacture o f  foreign materials, or

whether they all combine, as they generally

do, to produce this effect, the attempt is foon

found to be lefs advantageous than hope had

painted it. I f  the country from which the

materials are brought be a near one, its neo-
7 k

pie foon difcover, that by differing the raw 

materials to be manufactured abroad, a cer­

tain portion o f  their wealth is transferred to 

the manufacturing country. T h e  price o f  the 

materials exported, they will naturally con­

ceive to be enhanced, and the materials tliem- 

felves rendered more fcarce by the exportation. 

W ith  what truth this opinion is taken up, it is 

not neceffary here to examine ; it is fufficient that 

this opinion, in fuch circumftances, is found 

generally to prevail. Beiides this incon­

venience, they will probably believe that the 

market which they had found profitable, is 

already narrowed, and unlefs they prevent it, 

is in danger o f  being loft. This fuggefts a 

duty on the export o f  the raw materials, i f

not
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not a prohibition, the obvious, tho' proba­

bly not the beft, remedy. Hence begins that 

competition of  duties, which have io much 

injured induftry in every country ; which, iu 

many inftances have been the caufe of vvar, 

and always a fource of  jealoufv, antipathy, 

and diftruft. Thus it was, that England, by 

her command of wool, kept the Netiiei lands 

in check, while under the dominion of  the 

Dukes of  Burgundy, when the woollen manu­

facture was at its higheft pitch of  improve­

ment in that country ; and thus it is in the 

power of  any country that pofleiTes the crude 

materials, to raife the price in proportion to 

the demand, or in any proportion which they 

pleafe. Such was the conduit of the Dutch, 

who gradually raifed the price of  flax, as we 

imported it, until it came to be about one 

hundred per cent, dearer than it had been.

If  the country from whence the crude ma­

terials are drawn be a diftant one, the car­

riage, the hazard, and other inconveniences 

attending a long voyage, muft generally en­

hance the price of  the material, and, therefore,
of

*
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o f  the manufactured goods ; and this extra 

price is fo much deducted from the capital 

o f  the country. W herever, therefore, capital 

is final), the manufacture o f  foreign mate* 

rials muft be fo far ineligible.

Thefe are evils o f  nó trivial moment 

which arile in limine from the manufacture 

o f  foreign materials. There are many others, 

and of  more ferious importance. I f  the ma­

nufacture has been fufrered to extend itfelf,. 

by the temperance o f  the other country, in 

not impoiing heavy duties, or by not prohi­

biting the export o f  th eprimvtn, it muft have ex­

tended itfelf only by bounties, 01* artificial 

modes o f  encouragement, forfince that other 

country had the materials cheaper, and was 

ficilled in the manufacture, fhe muft have ne- 

ceflarily been able to affbrd the manufactured 

goods, at a lower price, than the country im* 

porting the materials. Bounty then, on the 

manufacture, or duties on the imported goods, 

could alone fecnre the market to the home 

induftry.* But what is yet worfe is, that bv 

fufFcring the manufacture to extend itfelf, the

fupport

* See Sr. u h ’ s W e a lt h  o f  .Yatlons, Vol.  I .  P a g e  4 4 4 .



ftspport of all thofe concerned in it, becomes in 

a great meafure -dependant on that country 

which has the command of  the materials, 

or on the cafualties o f  the fea, war, &c. &c* 

A  manufacture o f  this kind, widely extend­

ed, becomes a root of tumult and difcontent, 

which will for ever germinate in times when 

tumult and difcontent are moft troublefome, in 

tjmes of war and idanger. The hiftorv of the 

jSpittal-fields manufactures will evince this, and 

the riots at Coventry laft year, on the capture 

of our merchantmen, afford a recent and ftri- 

khig proof. *

1 ■■ fA v

The manufacture of foreign materials in 

arçy country can exift only by the protection of 

bounties, 01* duties on the importation ; but

E neither

*  O n the capture o f  thefe merchantmen by the French 

fleet, the price o f  raw  filk w as raifed, a great portion 

o f  the annual fupply o f  that com m odity  being on board 

thofe fliips. T h e  C o ven try  weavers, w ho are principally 

engaged in the ribbon manufacture, fearing a  w ant o f  

em ploym ent, from  w an t o f  materials, became extrem ely 

tum ultuous. T h e  riot at laft becom ing dangerous, a 

detachment o f  L ig h t  D rago o n s  quartered in the town a t­

tacked the infurgents ; fome o f  them were killed, and 

numbers wounded.— A  valuable and m uch-loved officer 

loft l)is life in the conteft.



neither duties nor bounties can raife it to 

fuch perfection as it attains in that country 

from whence the materials came. That coun­

try has always the pre-emption of materials ; 

the belt o f  its produce it will naturally it- 

felf manufacture, and if it fuffers its primitm to 

be at all exported, it will be the refufe only. 

T h is  circumftance alone will prevent the im­

porting country from reaching to a competi­

tion. It will not be lefs impeded by its want 

o f  ikill, in which the producing çountry muft 

be fuppofed to have the pre-eminence, from 

having been longer in pofleffion of  the mar 

nufaChire, and from carrying it on in a more 

extenilve way, Thefe obfervations hold, with 

refpeCt to countries independent of each other, 

and o f  nearly the fame degree o f  advance-' 

ment in civilization : but where one of  thefe is 

under the controul or influence of  the other, 

or backward in arts and induftrv, the incon- 

veniences of  fuch a manufacture are greatly 

aggravated. So circumftanced to a certain de­

gree are Great Britain and Ireland,

I f  the manufa&ure of foreign materials be 

not already eftabliihed, it is a great objection 

v to
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to the eirablifliment of it, that it will require 

much more care, pains, and expence, than 

the introduction and eûablifhment of a manu­

facture, of which the materials are nati\e. 

There are feveral reafons for this ; the principal 

is, that when the raw material is abundant in a 

countrv, it will naturally be wrought up in the 

firlt infiance in private families, if trie mate­

rials be capable of fuch domefiic manufacture. 

Bv thefe means a great number of  perfons will 

have become fkillful in that particular fabiic to 

a certain degree, before the attempt is made 

to produce goods for fale. i hus the mailer 

manufacturer will avoid the hazard of having 

his materials fpoiled, which he tnuft un­

doubtedly incur if he be obliged to com­

mit them to men entirely ftrangers to the 

manufacture, T he elementary parts of the

procefs will be known to all employed in it, and 

a little practice only will be neceflary to en­

large that little fkill into a complete know­

ledge.
I

A  manufacture, of which there can be fo 

little reafonable hope that it will ever be able

E 2 to
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to hold a fuccefsful competition with its rival ; 

o f  which, even if  it ihould reach to a confi. 

derable degree o f  eminence, the exigence will 

depend on the forbearance o f  another coun­

try, peculiarly interefted in its depref- 

fion ; and which cheriihes within itfelf at 

all times, the feeds o f  tumult and outrage, 

can fcarcely be thought a manufacture proper 

ioi adoption, unlefs indeed, as fometimes hap­

pens, theie may be a lingular combination of 

other circumftances in its favour. Accord­

ingly, fo deeply impreffed on the mind of  

every manufacturing country is the impor­

tance o f  poil effing the primum o f  their manu- 

factures, that no other object has been more 

feduloufly attended to. Great Britain has ta- 

ken as much pains to preferve the monopoly 

of  her wool, as ihe has to fecure her free­

dom. France, under the old government, was 

.fo tenacious of  her bark, an eiTential primum 

o f  the tanning trade, that fhe burned the furplus 

o f  her confumption. And wherever manufac­

tures, the materials o f  which are foreign, have 

fprung up, Boards have generally been efta- 

blifhed, premiums offered, and bounties paid,
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to procure and regulate the railing of mate­

rials of native growth. Such have been the 

modes for promoting the growth of  flax, and 

the faving of  flax-feed in Ireland.

The inftability o f  Manufactures in thofe 

countries, which have inflituted them without 

having the primurn of their own growth, af­

fords another ftrong proof how eflential it is 

that a country fhould choofe for its induflry 

that manufacture, of which fhe pofleiTes the 

materials.

There was a time when the Netherlands 

was the firit country in Europe, for the va» 

rious branches of the woollen manufacture. 

At that time England exported her wool, and 

thence the Netherlands derived their fupply. 

England, under the aufpicesof Edward III. began 

firft to feel the importance of the manufac­

ture of wool. She prohibited, or heavily 

charged, the export of it, and from that time 

the woollen manufacture declined in the Ne­

therlands. Venice too, and other ftates in 

Italy, were once eminent for the excellence

of



o f  their manufacture in wool, while the wool-» 

countries of  Europe, barbarous, and ignorant 

o f  their own advantages, fuffered the export 

of this article. W hen they awoke from the 

lethargy, and began to work up their own 

materials, Venice and thofe fiâtes fhrunk with­

in their natural dimenfions they fell as ma­

nufacturing nations, and rofe no more.

It muft be acknowledged, however, that there 

are fome manufactures o f  foreign materials 

which, notwitliftanding the difadvantages 

by which they are generally attended, de- 

ferve encouragement. Thefe are they in which 

the value of the manufactured goods bear a 

very great proportion to the value o f  the im­

ported material, and in which the manufac­

tured goods of  the country producing the 

primum, cannot generally be adapted to our 

market. Such alfo are they o f  which there is 

no reafon to apprehend a future deficiency of  

material from the jealoufy, or the induftry o f  

that country. T h e  manufacture o f  Iron is- 

an inflance of  this kind. I f  we fhould 

continue for ever fo inert as to let our mine3 

be unwrought, yet ought we not to become

negligent
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negligent of this manufacture on account of 

the material being foreign, for there is little 

danger that the mines o f  Ruffia and Sweden 

will be clofed againft us. There is as little 

likelihood that Ruffia or Sweden will quickly 

rife to fuch eminence in the finer branches of 

this manufacture as to be powerful competi­

tors ; and it is alfo to be confidered that what­

ever degree of ikill, or other advantages they 

may polfefs, much of  the iron work needed 

among us muft be manufactured on the fpot, 

and here adapted to the ufe for which it is 

wanted.

S E C T IO N
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S E C T I O N  V.

O f  the means o f working up the Raw Materials—  

They conjijl of, ifl, Other Materials— zd, Capital 

— 3d, Skill ^th, Induftry.— W ant o f Capital 

more frequently complained of than fe lt— Explained 

by an injlance— Effe£l o f Capital mcreafed by 

circulation— Skill grows with the progrefs o f the 

Manufacture-— IVant of Skill fometimes the effeft 

o f the want o f Capital— How far want o f Induftry 

is chargeable on the Irijh IVorkman.

T
HE fecond circumftance which we noticed, 

as tending to render any manufacture eligible 

for a country was, that country poiTeffing the beft 

means o f  working up the raw materials which 

Hie produced. T h is  is a recommending cir- 

cumftance o f  fuch obvious importance, that it 

feems to need no illuflration ; yet the very 

importance o f  it forbids paffing it in filence. 

From us, too, it deferves peculiar attention, be- 

caufe it 4s in this inftance that Ireland is ge­

nerally believed to be moil deficient_W h e ­

ther this opinion be well founded we ihall 

be able to judge as we go on.

The



The means of working up the crulem.te-» 

rials of manufacture are of four kinds ; firfv
*

ni her materials ; fecondly, capital; thirdly, /kill ; 

and fourthly, induftty. There is no manu­

facture fo fimple as not to require in its pro- 

cefs other materials than the principal. In 

the woollen manufacture, dye-ftuffs, fuel, foap, 

Sec. Sec. are necefiary. In the linen, bleach­

ing rtiaterials. In the iron, fuel, machinery, 

water, Sec. In the tanning, bark ; and fo on 

of  the reft. But whatever abundance of ne- 

celfury materials may be in a country, they 

muft be ufelefs if there be not a capital in 

the hands of the manufacturer to enable him 

to purchafe thofe materials, to pay workmen, 

to accumulate a fufEcient flock of  goods be­

fore he comes to market or exports, to give 

credit, See. Capital and materials, when both 

poifeifed, mufi be both unferviceable for ma­

nufactures, if there be not in the country a 

fufficient degree of Ikill to ufe them ; and ca­

pital, materials and ikill, can be productive of 

little good, if they be not put, and kept in 

motion by active, fteady, perfevering induftrv.

O f
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O f  thefe requifites for manufacturing, it is 

not, however, neceflary, that the very higheft 

degree fhouJd be polfefled. I f  that were ne- 

ceflary, manufactures could never be fuccefs- 

fully begun ; for, undoubtedly, thefe grow 

with the manufactures themfelves. Y et ,  it is 

lieceflary, that, to a certain degree, they fhould 

exift in the country, elfe there will be no 

ftock to work on. Manufacture may increafe 

the capital, ikill, and induftry of  a country, 

but it cannot create them.

I f  the materials neceflary for working up 

the primum be deficient in a country, it is fo 

far a great impediment to the manufacture ; 

but it is not fo great an impediment as the 

want o f  the primum itfelf. For thefe materials 

have generally a much lefs proportion than 

that to the value o f  the manufactured goods, 

and are, therefore, more eafily attained. It is more 

caiy, alio, in defect o f  thofe o f  one kind, to fubfti- 

tute thofe o f  another ; and the importation of  

them from other countries is feldom fo precarious, 

becaufe they generally are not of  fufficient im­

S »
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portance to excite commercial jealoufv. Thus, 

though bark is an eiTential ingredient in 

tanning, and the tanning trads is equal in 

Great Eritain to one*fifth of her ltaple manu­

facture yet ihe has never prohibited the 

export of bark, as ihe has done that o f  wool. 

Salt is a necefiary material in the provifion trade, 

and we have met little difficulty in importing it.

Yet, eafv as it generally is to procure thefe fub- 

ordinate materials, the country which choofes 

among manufactures thofe to which ihe will 

attach herfelf, ought furely to adopt thofe 

of  which ihe poiTeiTes all the neceilaries ; for 

what is generally eafy may at fometimes be­

come difficult ; and among nations as among 

individuals, it is generally the fafeft policy 

to trull: as little as poffible to the generofity, 

or good nature of others.

Want of capital is certainly a much more 

ferious want, but want of capital is more frequent­

ly complained of than felt. It is in many cafes 

the argument by which indolence endeavours 

to juftify inactivity, and floth attempts to excufe

its
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Its fqualid poverty. T o  calculate the quantity 

o f  monied capital in a country, or its 

proportion to the obje&s about which it is 

to be employed, is one o f  the moft difficult 

problems of  political arithmetic. It is not de- 

iigned heie to undertake it. T h e  queftion re­

lates to ideas fo abftract, that there is in every 

ilep the greafefi danger of  running into falla­

cies ; and the difcuffion too, o f  fuch a fubjetf, 

would naturally run to a length* which the limits 

o f  an effiay, already threatening to be voluminous, 

would not admit. It may be permitted, how­

ever, to obferve on this fubjecl, that in Ire­

land there are fome very prominent circum­

ftances, which indicate this general excufe 

for the backwardness of  the country in ma­

nufactures to be, in fome meafure, ill found­

ed. Such are, the general Üyle o f  Jiving in 

the middling, as well as the upper ranks, 

the expenfivenefs o f  their tables, their equi­

page, their furniture, their houfes, their 

indulgence in pleafure, &e. It is true, that 

thefe may be alledged as the cau/es o f  the evil 

complained o f  ; for thefe indulgences exhauft 

capital : but it is equally true, that the in­

dividual
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dividual who lives in this manner, muft have 

a prefent fund to enable him fo to do, which, 

i f  he employed it in his refpective bufinefs, 

would add confiderably to his capital, or, at 

leail, procure fuch an addition, and fo far 

remove the evil which has been a fubjtcl 

o f  fo much complaint. T o  explain this by 

an inftance ;

A m a n  having a capital of 3000I. engaged in 

bufinefs may be confidered, in Ireland, as 

ranking in the upper clafs of manufac­

turers. He will, therefore, live in the 

ftyle common to thofe of his clafs. He will 

not, in the iirft inftance, labour perfonally 

in any branch of the manufacture. He will 

reft content with a general fuperintendance 

over his workmen, and wilj alfo employ a 

foreman, or lhopman, under him. The wages 

of this perfon, whofe fervices might well be 

performed by the manufacturer himfelf, will 

coft not lefs than iool. per annum, at a mode­

rate calculation, including his maintenance. 

The manufacturer will, alfo, according to the 

cuitom of Ireland, have a v i l l a ,  the ex­

pence of maintaining which will fcarcely

amount
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amount, including rent, additional expence o f  

houfe-keeping, the now neceifary expence o f  a 

carriage o f  fome kind, fuppofe a jaunting car 

with one horfe, an additional fervant, & c, to 

lefs than 120/. more» But the manufacturer, 

thus circumftanced, muft alfo fee com» 

pany, and will probably treat now and then 

with wine, at an extra expence o f  not lefs 

than 70I. more. ’ In furniture and a fuperior 

kind o f  houfe, beyond what an Englifh manu­

facturer would be content with, there is ge­

nerally funk a fum of  500I. o f  which the in- 

tereft is 30I, Now thefe fums, viz.

Foreman, 100 per annum.

Villa, Ï2Q

Company, &c. &c.

Fine of a houfe and 

extra furniture—

500I. & c ,  intereft

Make a total fum of  £320  per annum, fu- 

perfluous expenditure. For this fum there 

might be bon owed, as an addition to the ca­

pital of the manufacturer, a fum o f  above

3500!.

\
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3500I. or nearly double the capital on which 

he trades.

I f  thefe obfervations be founded in truth, 

(and he who ihall take the trouble of compar­

ing the habits of an Irilh and Englilh manu­

facturer, pofleflmg the fame capital, will foon 

be convinced, that they are fo) it appears, 

that the want of capital in Ireland is a com­

plaint either not fo well founded in its full 

extent as is generally fuppofed, or it is one, 

which, by ceconomy in the manufacturer, 

might be eafily, in a great meafure, re­

moved. The advantages which would refult 

to the manufactures of this country from a 

change in the habits o f  thofe engaged in them 

are incalculable— W e  may, however, form fome 

idea of  them by attending to the confequence, 

which would follow in the particular cafe 

defcribed above, from adopting the ceconomy 

of  the Englilhman,

If  the manufacturer poiTeflîng a capital of 

“ 3000I. expend as above 320I. for purpofes 

of luxury, &c. and if the neceflary expen­

diture



dúuie for his family be 300I. and it cannot 

be much lefs, the fum total o f  his expences 

muft be 630I. per annum. In order to fup- 

port this expenditure, his capital muft pro­

duce him at the rate of  23I. per cent, per 

annum. Let him deduct from his annual 

charges, as the Engliihman does, the fuper- 

fluous expence o f  320!. and apply it to the 

payment of intereft for fuch a fum as it will 

piocure, r. e. 5300I, he will now have a ca­

pital o f  8300I. to work on ; his annual ex­

pences now, for houfe-keeping and the in- 

teieft ot the fum borrowed, remaining as ber 

fore 620I. he may, this year, be content to 

d»m?nifh his profits 13 per cent, per annum, 

and yet, with the remaining profit o f  10 per 

cent, may lay by, in addition to his capital, 

a fum of  200lr annually. Is it to be won­

dered at, then, that while the Engliihman 

purfues this ceçonomical fyftem, which the 

Irifhmán rejets, the Englifh manufacturer u n ­

derfells us in our own markets }

It may be objected to this plan o f  ceco- 

nomy, that it would be difficult, or imprac­

ticable,
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íicable for the manufacturer to borrow a fum 

o f  5300I. It is very doubtful, whether it 

would be fo difficult or impracticable to 

borrow, if the borrower were known to be 

a man of  probity, one that lived within mo­

derate bounds, had a property of  3000I. and 

was affiduous to encreafe it by an indufirious 

purfuit of his bufinefs. The public papers 

every day abound with advertifements, offering 

confiderable fums to be lent on good perfonal 

feeurity, and it would be difficult to find 

better perfonal fecurity than that o f  him who, 

with a confiderable capital o f  his own, is 

iteadily, and affiduoufly profecuting a lucrative 

manufacture*

But, whatever may be the eafe with re- 

fpect to the loan, nothing can be more cer­

tain, than that fuch a man may obtain credit for 

very nearly this fum, if  his character and 

conduct be fuch as we have mentioned ; 

while, if he lives up to the rack produce of  

his capita], and appears to be addi&ed to ex- 

pence, his difficulty in obtaining credit will 

encreafe with his want of it. On the whole,

F „ therefore,



therefore, it may be fafely inferred, that habits of 

temperance and induftry, in a manufacturing 

country, not only produce, ultimately, an ac* 

tual encreafe of  capiial ; but by eftablifhing 

private credit, produce a prefent and very con- 

iiderable encreafe of  it ;— for credit is capital.*

It is certain, that capital is very frequently 

confidered as deficient, from the inertnefs of 

thofe in whofe hands it is ; at Ieaft, the ef­

fect o f  capital may be encreafed to a degree 

which would not at firft be believed, by 

encreafing its circulation. Hence it is, that 

the effect o f  capital has been very properly 

faid to be like the momentum of  a falling body, 

not proportioned to the quantity, or mafs, 

merely, but to the mafs multiplied into the 

velocity. «Whatever tends, therefore, to give a 

fpring to commercial activity, fo far from 

rendering more capital neceffary, as is more 

generally believed, makes a lefs capital pro­

duce an equal effect. Hence it follows, that 

fo long as the want o f  capital fhall exift in

Ireland

* See Smith’s chapter “  O f money as part o f ftock.”  
Vol. I, 281^
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Ireland, thofe manufactures in which a quick 

revolution o f  ftock is practicable, Ihould be 

preferred to others.

Skill, we have faid, is equally neceiTary as 

capital, to work up the materials o f  manu­

facture. The great advantage that they who 

have been long in the poffeffion of a manu­

facture, and who have invented machinery 

for the performance of  its different operati­

ons, poffefs over thofe, who have but recently 

undertaken it, and have not yet learned, or 

adopted its improvements, are fufficiently ob­

vious, and are ftrong proofs how neceffary 

ikill is to fuccefs. But fo far is it from 

being true, that the higheft degree of ikill 

is neceflary to the fuccefs of a beginning ma­

nufacturer, that it is impoffible it ihould be 

poffeffed. No knowledge o f  the theory of  

a manufacture, however exteniive and perfect, 

can conftitute, or confer, this ikill. Theory 

may, indeed, facilitate the acquifition of  it, 

but it is not the thing itfelf. This mult be 

acquired by the workman from practice, re­

gulated by the beft rules ; and the longer

F 2 this
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this pradtice is continued, and the more li  ̂

mited is the ebjeCt on which it operates, the 

more perfeCt will that ikill become. Hence it 

is, that this divifion of labour is fo beneficial 

to manufactures. By limiting the workman 

to a fingle operation, his praétice in that ope­

ration is increafed ; he acquires in it the 

highefl degree of ikill, and is led to devife 

methods by which his labour is facilitated, 

or abridged. Want of capital impedes the 

acquifition of this ikill, by making it necef- 

fary for the poor employer to occupy his 

workmen in various and oppofite operations. 

It is, perhaps, in this that the manufactures 

of  Ireland are moft deficient. The iron ma­

nufacture, in its finer branches, affords nu­

merous and glaring inftances. The woollen 

manufacture, too, abounds with them. Eng­

land, from her long experience, her more ex- 

tenfive capital, and the more attentive induftry 

of her people, ftands, with refpeCt to ikill, far 

before Ireland. The invention of machinery 

conftitutes part of her ikill, and the general 

adoption of it marks her wifdom. Our ma­

nufactures, being of younger growth, are yet

ftrangers
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Grangers to many o f  her improvements. It 

is an encouraging reflection, however, that 

thefe are, with a little care and docility, at­

tainable. It has been generally believed, that 

there is among the Irifh workmen an un­

conquerable averfion to the adoption of ma­

chinery. That they are generally adverfe to it, 

from Hie o'pinion which mull always pre­

vail among uninformed men, namely, that it 

tends to deprive them of  employment by 

abridging labour, is true ; but it is not true 

that Irifhmen are more adverfe to thofe im­

provements than the workmen of  any other 

country, even of  England itfelf. This  is 

proved by the fact, that many of thofe modes 

of abridging labour have been already adopt­

ed by them. The cotton manufacture parti­

cularly has been benefited by their adoption ; 

and it is remarkable, that in that very ma­

nufacture the introduction of  machinery, in 

certain cafes, has been followed in England 

by much tumult, and refifted, fometimes 

fuccefsfully, by the workmen. A n  in­

ftance of this is indeed vifible at Manchefter, 

in the ruins of  a very extenfive factory,
which
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which was built for the purpofe of weaving 

cotton by machinery. It was no fooner completed 

than the weavers aflembled and burned it to 

the ground, from the common fear that if 

it fucceeded, the demand for their labour 

would be diminifhed. This inftance of out­

rage in the Manchefter weavers was much 

more flagrant, and much more unjuftifiable, 

than any thing of  the kind which has occur­

red in Ireland ; for the Manchefter people had 

already experienced the effects of Arkwright’ s 

machinery to be in the higheft degree bene­

ficial to them. It had already extended the 

cotton manufacture fo widely, that though, 

by the aid of machinery, one perfon could 

perform what ufed to employ forty, yet the 

demand for hands encreafed in fuch a pro­

portion that the town could not furnifh a 

fupply. Many of the operations were com­

mitted to children ; numbers * of workmen 

came from Chefhire, and it was computed, 

that, at that time, there were 10,000 Irifh- 

men employed in Manchefter,

From
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From thefe obfervations it feems to follow, 

that however deficient Ireland may be in ca­

pital when compared with Great Britain, ihe 

yet poiTeffes enough to qualify her for greater 

exertions in manufacture than ihe has yet 

made. It cannot, however, be denied, that 

for any very extenfive efforts in that way which 

require great ftock, ihe is as yet unquali­

fied. When greater capital ihall be employed 

in manufacture in Ireland, or fomething tan­

tamount to an encreafe of capital fhall take 

place in confequence of the increafed im- 

pulfes o f  commercial vigour ; when the ma­

nufacturers ihall learn to imitate the forbear­

ance, temperance, and induftry of their bre­

thren in Great Britain, and become affiduous 

rather to encreafe than to enjoy their capital ; 

then, and not till then, will Ireland be fitted 

for thofe manufactures which require great 

wealth ; the ikill of the workman will then 

be improved ; machinery will be more culti­

vated, and the divifion of labour more at­

tended to. Until thefe defirable events take 

place, the fimpleft manufactures, and thofe -

which
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which need lead capital, feem to be moft 

eligible for Ireland.

Indultry has been reckoned among the ne- 

ceflaries for enabling a nation to work up its 

raw materials. It is certainly the moft efien- 

tial requifite, not for one or two particular 

fabrics, but for enabling a country to thrive 

in any manufacture whatfoever. There 

are fome manufactures which need but little 

capital ; there are others which require but lit­

tle ikill ; but there are none which can be 

fuccefsfully cultivated without induftry. W h e­

ther, therefore, the charge fo generally made, 

againft the Irifli workman, of being greatly 

deficient in this quality, be well or ill-found­

ed, it is not very neceilary here to enquire, 

as the charge, i f  true, would rather tend to 

difcourage generally all attempts at manufac­

ture, mthan the purfuit of any fpecific one 

which particular circumftances might recom­
mend.

It may be obferved, however, that even if

the
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the imputation be well-founded, the Iriih- 

man appears to be rather unfortunate than 

in fault. He is in many cafes idle from the 

necefTary operation of  caufes, which would 

have made thç workman o f  any other coun­

try equally idle. He has not, as was well 

obferved by a refpectable old man, now no 

more*, a greater portion of  original Jin in his 

compofition, than the workman o f  other coun­

tries. He has contracted a habit of idlenefs, in 

many inftances from being frequently kept idle, 

by the want of demand for the goods on which he 

is employed, or by the poverty of his employ­

er. The depreflion o f  our manufacture#, by 

commercial reftraints, for a long time de­

prived our people of the means of  induftry ; 

and idlenefs, impofed for a time by neceffity, 

is foon indulged from inclination. W hen an 

Irifh manufacturer has always had confiant 

employment, for which he has been well paid, 

he is found to be as induftrious as the wea- 

ver of Yorkfhire and Manchefter, or the 

fmith of Sheffield.

S E C T IO N

* The late Mr. Travers Hartley*
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O f  the H o m e  a n d  F o r e i g n  M a r k e t .

Superior Advantages o f pojjejftng the Home-market—  

Q uick and certain Returns— knowledge o f the 

’Demand— Frauds not fo  eafily practiced— Expe­

rience fhews the Home-market ejfeniial to the fuc­

cefs o f a Manufacture— Every Manufacturing 

State has highly valued it— Home-market alone 

w ill not fuffice to extend a Manufacture— In - 

fiance the Woollen Manufacture in Ireland— Confi­

ning to the Home Confumption prevents Capital 

from being embarked— rejl rains Enterprife— Fo­

reign Market fhould be open to a Manufacture, 

tho* the ObjeCt were but to fupply the Home 

Confumption.— O f the Foreign Markets— the near- 

. efl are the be f t — and why ? — Great Britain, there­

fore, the bejt Foreign Market for Ireland— L it­

tle danger to Great Britain from opening her 

Market to Ireland— Proportions o f 1785.

T H A T  the poiTeffion of  the home-market 

for any manufacture, is a circumftance which 

fhould ftrongly recommend it to adoption,

fcarcelyj
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fcarcely can be doubted. There are fo many 

advantages attached to this, which are not to 

be had from a foreign market, that they can­

not for a moment be compared ; and thefe 

advantages are precifely of that kind, of which 

a beginning manufacture ftands moft in need. 

Am ong the firft is, the poffibility of having a 

quick return of ftock, a circumftance which 

we have mentioned above, as being tanta­

mount to an encreafe of capital, when that capital 

is to be employed in a foreign market whence the 

returns are neceflarily more flow. W hen a 

capital is engaged in the home-market, the 

manufacturer may calculate with tolerable pre- 

cilion, the time of its return, and by taking 

his meafures accordingly, may derive as much 

benefit from this knowledge, as from a dou­

bling of  his capital in any other trade. He 

has, too, at home, a much greater certainty 

of payment, becaufe he has the debtor more 

in his power, and knows with more cer­

tainty and accuracy the means of enforcing 

his demands : and what is of more import­

ance, he is better able to learn the charac­

ter of thofe with whom he deals, and of

courfe
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courfe runs much lefs hazard than in a fo. 

reign market.

In the home-market, the manufacturer finds 

it more eafy to form connexions, than in a 

foreign one ; and he enjoys, what in every 

manufaiture is o f  the utmoft confequence, a 

knowledge of the quantity o f  demand for his 

particular kind o f  goods, by which he is ena­

bled to avoid overftocking the market, and 

finking his capital in unfaleable ftock.

No manufacture can reafonably expeCt to 

fupply a foreign market, until it has firft be­

come able to fupply the home confumption ; 

for it is the experience acquired by the fup­

ply o f  this latter, which qualifies for fupply- 

ing the foreign demand. In the commence­

ment of  every manufacture, much muft be 

made of  a very inferior quality. A t  home 

thefe imperfeCt productions may be confumed 

without lofs to the manufacturer, bv his work­

men, his friends, dependants, &c. & c. which, 

i f  they were fent to a foreign market, where 

the character o f  the fabric was not yet

eftahjiihecj
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eftablifhed, would for ever preclude a hope 

o f  its fuccefs, by impreifing the public mind 

with a belief o f  its being generally fraudu­

lent or imperfect. Iriih manufactures have 

fuffered much by thefe premature eflayà at 

foreign trade, made when foreign trade was 

recently opened to us. The character o f  the 

country has been injured by them, and it has 

been faid, that the quality o f  the goods then 

exported ihews it to be a characteriftic of the 

Irifh manufacturer to facrifice honefly and fu­

ture intereft, to fecure prefent profit ; w'hile, 

in truth, the errors which were committed at 

that time, were fuch as mud always happen 

when greedy attempts are made at foreign 

trade, before the way is fairly opened to it 

through the home-market. No frauds can be 

committed, or at leaft none to any confide- 

rable extent, in goods which are to be con- 

fumed at the manufacturer’ s door, becaufe if 

frauds were attempted, the purchafer had the 

ready remedy of  throwing back the goods on the

maker : hence it becomes neceflary, in order to
/

prevent immediate lofs, to attend to the qua­

lity of the goods made ; and the habit of ho­

ne ft
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neft attention, once formed, is permanent, and 

will operate in every inftance, whether goods 

be made for a foreign, or the domeftic mar­

ket.

O ur reafonings on this fubjetft have the 

ftrong corroboration o f  experience to fupport 

them ; for it will probably be impoffible in 

the whole hiftory o f  commerce or manufactures 

to produce a Angle inftance o f  a manufac­

ture having attained maturity and got poffef- 

lion o f  a foreign market, before it had been 

cherifhed by the home market. O f  any manu­

facture, then, to which we cannot give the 

neceftary aid o f  home confumption, it will be 

idle to hope the profperity. It is in every 

point o f  view ineligible, and it would be the 

idiotifm of  legiflation, to prop it by public 

aids.

T h e  importance o f  pofleiîîng the home mar­

ket has been very generally underftood, and 

in moft countries very carefully attended to. 

Generally, manufacturing ftates have given a 

monopoly of it to their own people, by means 

of prohibitory, or, at leaft, very high duties

on
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on the manufactures of the fame kind from 

other countries. Whether this policy be wife, 

has been difputed long and often. What ap­

pears to be the refult, on comparing the ar. 

guments on both fides, we have already touch­

ed upon, and we ihall detail more at large 

when w'e come to confider what may be the 

beft means of promoting manufactures.

The poiTeffion of  the home-market, wre have 

feen, appears to be effential to the fuccefs o f  

a new manufacture. This  gives it ftrength to 

fupport itfelf, and furmount thofe difficulties 

which muft always arife from inexperience, 

from want of ikill, and want of capital. But 

the home-market is only preparatory to the 

export, without which, a manufacture can ne­

ver reach to any degree of eminence— nay, 

W'ithout which, it can never be commenfurate 

to even domeftic confumption. ^This has been 

exemplified in the woollen manufacture of 

Ireland for a century back ; for tho’  it 

was in a thriving way when at the end of the 

laft century Great Britain prohibited the ex­

port, yet, inftead of continuing to encreafe

until
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until it became equal to the fupply o f  the 

home-market, it gradually dwindled into in- 

fignificanee. A n d  this is natural ; for by pre^ 

venting export, you take away the fpring which 

gives energy to the manufacturer, and de­

prive him o f  the refourçe to which he recurs 

under the preiTure o f  damp or difappoint- 

ment in the home trade. In a word, you 

ftrip manufactures o f  their beft prop, Com ­

merce i and by confining the induftry and 

enterprife o f  the manufafturer, within a fpace 

fo cireumfcribed, you weaken thç exertion o f  

both— T h e  elafticity o f  a fpring cannot operate 

where there is no room for expanfion.

T h e  reftriction o f  manufactures to the home 

hiarket, is injurious in another way. I f  the 

manufacture be confined in a few hands, it is 

injured, becaufe, in that cafe, thofe few enjoy 

a monopoly of  it ; and i f  it be divided among 

a confiderable number, while there is no mar­

ket but the domtflic one for a vent, each o f  

thefe can employ in it but a fmall capital, 

becaufe the home demand is unequal to the 

employment of  a number of  large Capitals.

T h e

8 o



8 r

The mifchiefs that refult in either cafe are 

obvious. It is certainly true, that a manu­

facture can never find its way in any confi- 

derable quantities to a foreign market, until 

it has attained fuch a degree of ftrength and 

perfection, as to procure for it an extenflve 

demand at home ; and yet, from what we 

have faid above, it appears neceilary to its 

encreafe and fuccefs, that the foreign market 

ihould be open to it, even at its earlietf ftages. 

For it is the poffibility of vending a furplus 

abroad, if the home^market fhould fail, that 

prompts the manufacturer to make any con­

siderable exertions, and it is by fuch exer­

tions only, that manufactures can be much 

advanced. While they are carried on by only a 

fmall capital, and on a narrow fcale, the di- 

viiion of labour, the great engine of manu- 

; factures, cannot take place to any confidera- 

ble degree. As only few hands can be em­

ployed, each will be obliged to engage fuc- 

ceffively in various operations, and of  courfe 

he will attain lkill in none.

It becomes efiential, therefore, that the

G  manufacturer
Jt
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manufacturer be permitted at leaft to aim at 

the foreign market, though the objeCt be merely 

to procure a fupply at home 5 as in the purfuits of 

ambition, o f  fcience, or of pleafure, our original 

aims ftretch far beyond our final acquifitions. 

Thofe, therefore, who perfuade us that induftry 

fhould exert itfelfon objeCts within its reach, with­

out diftraCting its attention by looking for a wider 

field than it is able to occupy, feem to know 

little o f  the principle by which induftry is 

put in motion. Their  counfels may dirc-Ct 

the workman in the difcharge of a given 

ftock, but they are unfitted to govern that fpirit 

which widens the fphereof human aCtion, and 

provides occupation, not for individuals but 

for a nation.

A s  that manufacture is more eligible 

which may be vended at a foreign mar­

ket, than that which is confined to one merely 

domeftic i fo is it more ftrongly recom­

mended by the poffeffion o f  a near market 

among thofe which are foreign, than by 

that of one more diftant and unfafe. T h e  

refource of a foreign market, we have feen, 

encourages the manufacturer to exertion ; his 

encouragement will be fo much greater as this

refource



refource is likely to be more certain and lu­

crative. Hence it is, that to Ireland the Englilh 

market is better than any other foreign one ; and 

where a manufacture is admitted to it, and 

is able to ftand a competition, it is found to 

derive the utmoft benefit which can be hoped 

from a foreign market. The linen manufac­

ture, but for this, would never have reached 

its prefent importance, not even if there were 

other markets open to it, in which as much, or 

more, goods might be difpofed of. The reafon 

is obvious j it is becaufe our commerce 

with England poifefles the great eifenti- 

als that conftitute a good market, quick re­

turns, and certain folvency. If  goods be fent 

to a diftant country, a long time muft necef- 

farily elapfe before the manufacturer receives 

a return, and during the interval, he cannot, 

with fo much certainty, reckon on being paid, 

even at the expiration of this period. A  

poor country, like Ireland, is not equal to 

this credit and hazard ; an individual manu­

facturer, without very large capital, could not 

truft himfelf in fuch a market.

The folly of thofe w h o  endeavour to depre- 

cifite the advantages which Ireland enjoys from

G  2 admiffion

83



admiffion to the Britilh market, in thofe in- 

fiances in which it is open to her, is from 

thefe considerations, fufficiently obvious. Thofe 

advantages are certainly o f  very coniiderable 

importance, and it ihould bê the objeCt of 

him who profelTes himfelf a friend to Ireland, 

to procure their extenfion by inducing GreEtt 

Britain to open her markets to us more generally. 

I f  this can be done by conciliating means, let 

them be tried ; but between countries con­

nected as Great Britain and Ireland are, v e x ­

atious, or hoftile meafures, might, perhaps, only 

widen our exclufion. Y e t ,  it is not meant to 

fay, that the admiffion o f  thofe very few o f  

our manufactures which Great Britain does 

admit, is purely eleemofynary— a meafure 

o f  her mere benevolence to us, from which 

fhe derives no advantage. No national mea* 

fure, perhaps, is, at any time, the refult b f  

pure generolity, or good will felf intereil is, 

among nations certainly, the great moving prin­

ciple ; and it would be eafy to fhew, that 

Great Britain, in admitting even that manu­

facture, o f  which the admiffion is moit ad­

vantageous to us, our linen, fecures to her- 

felf very important benefits. But though- this 

be true, it does not follow that ihe might



not be provoked to exclude, perhaps, thofe 

manufactures, by the admiffion of which, ihe 

is moft benefited. Nations, though they are, 

perhaps, never generous, are often vindictive, 

and it is not impoffible, that a vexatious 

meafure, taken up on one fide to enforce con- 

çeflion might not produce a meafure of  reta­

liation on the other, injurious to both coun­

tries, and perhaps peculiarly fo to her that 

adopts it.

It is certain, that if  the Britiih ports were 

entirely thrown open to the manufactures 

o f  Ireland, but a very fmall quantity of 

them would, for a great length of time, find 

demand in England. In almoft every manu­

facture of national importance fhe far out- 

itrips us, by her long experience, her capital, 

her ikill, and induftry. Little injury, there­

fore, could refult to her, while Ireland would 

derive moft important advantages from this 

liberty, not becaufe fhe could difpofe of  her 

manufactures there to any great amount, but 

becaufe there would be an o b je t  fet up for 

hope and emulation to purfue—  ipirit would 

be given to enterprize, and activity to in- 

duftrv.
/ The
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T h e propoiïtions prefented by M r. Orde in 

1785, as a foundation for a commercial fettle- 

ment between the two countries, feem to have 

refled on this principle. I f  the- changes which 

W'ere afterwards made in thofe propofitions 

were fuch as would endanger, or facriiice thofe 

more important benefits, the political indepen­

dence and free conftitution o f  the country, to re­

ject them was, undoubtedly, wife ; for the only 

fure foundation o f  commercial profperity is 

national independence and civil liberty. But 

i f  thofe changes were not of that fatal kind, 

and were confiftent with, and promotive of 

this great principle, it is devoutly to be la­

mented that they mifcarried. Nothing could 

fo much have contributed to call forth the 

pxertions o f  the country ; nothing could fo 

quickly have given intelligence and induftry 

to our manufacturers, or excited among them 

that fpirit of emulation in which, unhappily, 

they are at prefent deficient, as the poffeflion, 

or the poifibility of pofiefiing, the Britifh mar-» 

ket.

S E C T I O NL ' * **
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O f the M a n u f a c t u r e s  which greatly encreafe 

the Value of the Prime Materials.
A

The importance o f thofe manufactures fhewn by con- 

fidering how what is added to the value of the raw 

materials by manufacture  ̂ is difpofed of-^-It goes 

m three ways— Confumption— Repairs— Encreafe of 

Capital— Further Advantages o f thofe manufactures 

that greatly enhance the value o f the prim urn-— in 

Ireland particularly.

T h e  next object o f  confideration is how 

far a manufacture is made eligible by adding 

greatly, to the value of the materials. It is 

evident, in the firft inftance, that whatever

is added by the manufacture to the value of

the primum, is fo much added to the ftock of 

national wealth ; whether this addition is to

be laid by to encreafe capital, or is devo­

ted to immediate confumption. It is plain, 

too, that of this addition fo made to the 

wealth of the nation, a coniiderable part will 

neceifarily be laid afidc tô encreafe capital, 

for the whole will be difpofed of in three

ways ;

S E C T I O N  VII .



ways* ; one will be difpofed of in the pay. 

nient, o f  the latour by which it was pro­

duced, and this may be confidered as fet 

apart for confumption ; another, will be em­

ployed in erecting new, or repairing old, ma­

chinery, fixtures or implements, neceflary in 

the manufacture ; this may be confidered as a 

fixed capital ; the remainder goes to wrhat is 

properly called the capital, or rather the cir­

culating capital o f  the country. But if  the 

manufacture be carried on by machinery, then 

that part o f  the encreafed value o f  the mate­

rials w'hich, in the other cafe, goes for the 

remuneration o f  labour, will be very fmall, 

compared with the remainder ; in which cafe, 

the fixed and circulating capital o f  the coun­

try receives fo much the more encreafe.

Hence it appears, that fuch a manufacture 

muft be much more eligible for a country, 

than one in which the rawr material confii- 

tute.s a great part of the value of  the manu­

factured goods, and o f  which all the opera­

tions are carried on by hand labour. For a 

poor country particularly, fuch a manufacture 

is to be chofen, becaufe in the" firft inftance,
I * •

it
*  See Smith, vol. i. page  275.



it requires leaft capital to be funk in mate­

rials, and in the fécond, it tends fooneft to 

relieve its poverty by creating a capital.

It is true indeed, that in fuch manufac­

tures, tho’ the value of the materials be little, yet 

the expence of machinery is very confidera­

ble. It deferves to be remembered, however, 

that this expence, if it can once be fuftained, 

is very quickly repaid by the fuperior pro­

fits of the manufacture, and at all times- a ca­

pital fnnk in machinery, is emp’oyed in the 

moft fure and productive way. Even a poor 

country, therefore, may find its intereft in 

finking its capital in this way, by which fnch 

creative powers are given to induftry, in which 

fo little hazard is run, and which will fo 

foon repay the expence which it at firft 

occafions.

♦

In many of our manufactures it has been 

found, that their progrefs is retarded by the
♦

higher wrages claimed by the Irilli workmen, 

than is paid to artificers of the fame defcrip- 

tion in England. This high price of  wages it

has

F
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has been found impoflîble to diminifh, be­

caufe high as it is, it appears the workman 

cannot fubiift upon lefs. T h o ’ it may appear 

ftrange at firft view, that higher wages are 

neceiTary to the Iriih workman, than to the 

Engliih, it will ceafe to do fo, when it is re­

membered, that the workman in England en­

joys a perpetuity o f  employment, and that too 

in precifely the fame branch. In Ireland the 

workman frequently cannot get ‘employment 

ior three-fourths o f  his time, in fome inftan­

ces not for two-thirds, yet he muft have fub- 

fiftence throughout the whole of it. It beT 

comes neceftary, therefore, for him to charge 

high for his work when he labours, becaufe 

he muft charge upon the time o f  labour the 

expences o f  the time o f  idlenefs. This  evil, 

among many others, makçs the adoption o f  

machinery peculiarly neceiTary for Ireland ; 

for if  a manufacturer finds himfelf unable to 

keep his work going forward, the ceftation of  

his machinery induces no fubfequent rife in 

the price o f  his goods ; while the idlenefs of 

his workman muft be com pen fated for, by 

higher payment when he is fet to work. The 

?e;nedyin.g o f  this evil, which prevents our

goods



goods from being brought to market as cheap 

as thofe of  other countries, where workmen 

being kept conihmtly employed, work on m w e 

reafonable terms, feems to deferve peculiar at­

tention. So far as machinery may be fubfti- 

tuted for manual labour, it affords this re­

medy ; and, therefore, thofe manufa&ures which 

admit machinery in its fullelt extent, un­

doubtedly deferve a preference in our eûima» 

tion.

\
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O f M a n u f a c t u r e s  a l r e a d y  i n  p a r t  e f t a b l i í h e d ,

Difficulties o f giving a new direction to Indujlry—  

The L tg if attire can injlitute new Manufactures. 

only by carrying them on tinder the direction o f  

pubic Officers, or, by Bcsjities to private Indivi­

duals— Dangers o f each method— This does not 

prove that Encouragement to Manufactures already 

bigun, may not be ufeful— And why— To what 

points the ajjijlance o f Government fhould be ap­

plied— Why this ajfijlance not liable to the objec­

tion made againft Government originally injlituting 

any particular Manufacture— Manufactures not en­

titled to Encouragement in proportion to the time 

they have been EJlabliJhtd— Inflame,

O f  all the duties which  lean on the G o ­

vernment o f  a  country, there is none, p e r r  

haps, fo difficult, as  that o f  g iv in g  a new 

direction t o  the induftry o f  a people, where 

change o f  circumftances makes the attempt 

neceflary. T h ere  is, in the firft inftance, the 

lit me ft danger that a  government may mif- 

• ui\.e the true channel into which thofe fuper-

venient

9 *
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venier.t circumftances would naturally turn 

the tide of public exertion ; and even if they 

determined aright in this nice crifis, it is not 

lefs difficult to effect what they fee ought to 

be done; T hough the end be right, the 

means of attaining it, may, in this cafe, be e x ­

tremely wrong. A  ftatefman is never more 

prone to error than when he becomes a ma­

nufacturer. It is for this reafon, that manufac­

tures, which, like thofe of Spain, are carried on 

under the immediate management and protec­

tion of the crown, have fcarcely ever prof- 

pered ; and, it is from the fame caufe, that 

among ourfelves manufactures fet up from the 

moil liberal and patriotic motives, by gentle^ 

men of large fortune, and carried on under 

their immediate controul, have been hitherto 

but little fuccefsful. From thefe facts, it is 

eafy to infer, that generally it is more wife in 

a legislature to aflift and protect private indus­

try in thofe purfuits which it has ftruck out 

for itfelf, than to attempt to force its courfe 

by the eftablifhment of perfectly new manu­

factures. Hence it appears that cateris paribus 

a manufacture in fome degree eftabüfhèd, has

a much
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a much ftronger claim to the fupport o f  a 

government, than one which has not been yet 

inftituted ; that is, fuch a manufacture is more 

eligible for a country, choofing among manu­

factures thofe which fhe will adopt*

Government cannot indeed introduce a new 

manufacture, unlefs in one or other of  thefe 

ways ; they muft either eftablifh factories, 

tinder the immediate infpection of  officers ap­

pointed by the ftate— or they muft offer fuch 

bounties to individuals as will induce , them 

to engage in the new undertaking without 

any dependence on its future or ultimate fuc- 

cefs* I f  they adopt the firft mode, they will 

only try agpin what has already been tried, » 

in a variety of  infiances, in Spain and in other 

countries, and always without fuccefs ; and, i f  

they refort to the fcheme o f  bounties, they 

may indeed procure a few adventurers to en­

gage in the manufacture, but as the bounty 

was the only motive for which they entered 

into the bufinefs, they will profecute the job  

with no other view. W h ile  tftey are paid by 

the public, they will work for the public,

and



And they will endeavour in every inftance, to 

make the public pay as dearly as poffible. 

But if the prop of bounty be once removed, 

the manufacture falls to the ground, and the 

only effect-which remains of the fums which 

have been expended, is, that they have efia- 

blilhed a bar againft the natural introduction 

o f  that manufacture in future, by impreffing 

the public mind with the idea, that this ma­

nufacture has been already tried, and failed.

Thefe obfervations, however, furniih no ar­

gument againft the pofitive encouragement of 

government to manufactures in which the pub­

lic had already engaged, and which they were 

profecuting with progreffive, tho’ tardy, fteps. 

The individual who had embarked his own 

Capital in the purfuit, had undoubtedly done 

fo in the hope, that the manufacture would 

fucceed, and reward his hazard and his la­

bour with profit. His opinion on this point, 

is the fureft poffible guide to that of the le- 

giflator, and aft'ords reafonable ground to be­

lieve, that the manufa& lll'e is practicable and 

profitable.

If from the impediments which always block
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up the way againft an infant manufacture, 

the individual labours under prefent difficul­

ties, which he combats in the idea that per- 

feverance and induftry may overcome them, 

though at a diftant time $ here is the nodus 

vindice dignus in whith  the public aid fhould be 

brought to aflift private exertion* Such aid 

will not make the individual relax his efforts, 

and reft on the ftaff which is only held forth 

to help him out o f  difficulty ; he will, on the 

contrary,, avail himfelf o f  this affifkmce to acce­

lerate his advances towards the goal he aims 

at, and by this affiftance may probably reach 

what without it he might never have attained 

however fanguine had been his hopes.

Nor will this be, as it has been called,

forcing induftry to wafte itfelf on objetts

which were not fitted by nature for its exer­

tion ; it will only be affifting induftry in ope­

rations in which it had already engaged, and 

accelerating its vi&ory over difficulties which 

it might indeed have at laft overcome o f  it-

feli, but which it was for the public good

ihould be overcome fpeedily. A m o n g  thofe

difficulties

\



difficulties we may reckon as the principal, 

want of /kill in the various operations of the 

manufacture, and exifting habits in thofe em­

ployed in it, adverfe or foreign to thofe which 

the nature of  it required. There is another 

difficulty— a want of capital in thofe who make 

the firft eflays in the manufacture to purchafe 

proper neceffiiries or machinery ; for in a fabric 

arifing of itfelf, thofe are always made by the 

poorer people. Thofe are impediments of  that 

kind which government may find it neceffiiry to 

affift individuals in furmounting particularly in 

a poor country, in one not generally verfed in 

manufactures, or far advanced in the improve­

ments of  fociety.

The arguments which have been ufed to fhew 

the impolicy o f  government interfering in manu­

factures, will not be found to apply, with much 

force, to this cafe. If  the queftion were to intro­

duce habits o f  induftry, and ufeful arts among a 

tribe of favages, it would be a futile objec­

tion to fay, that “  induftry ihould be left to 

find its own objects.”  It would be abfurd to 

alledge, that the humanity which furnifhed

H them
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them with utenfils of iron for thofe of ftone, 

or rewarded and encouraged the ufe of  them 

when a difinclination to ufe them ex­

i t e d  from prejudice, was wafting its labour, 

becaufe as people became qualified to make a 

profitable ufe o f  the means of induftry, the 

fagacity o f  private intereft would find out the 

beft modes of  effeaing the acquifition. T h e  

anfwer to fuch objeótions would be eafy ; 

« that inertnefs was the leading feature in the 

favage character— that to ftimulate the rude race 

by rewards to ufeful exertion, and to furnifhthem 

with eafy means o f  ufeful acquifition, would 

undoubtedly haften defired improvements, and 

that to wait for induftry and civilization to 

arife o f  themfelves would be to leave them in 

their prefent ftate for centuries longer.”  Such 

reafoning applies to any people, fo far as they 

are backward in arts and induftry, as well as 

to the favage tribe ; for they labour under the 

fame difadvantages, but in a lefs degree. Ig ­

norance o f  improvements known in other 

countries is fo far barbarifm, and difinchna- 

tion to adopt thofe improvements when know^n, 

is a ftill m o r e  prominent mark o f  a barbarous 

people. T



It is not only ufeful, therefore, that govern­

ment ihould afiifl individuals in furmounting 

tliofe difficulties which impede a new and 

profitable manufacture, but it may be wife 

and neceflary in a government fometimes to 

originate manufactures themfelves, namely, when 

thofe manufactures are fuch as are effential to 

the improvement and well being of  the coun­

try, and are not likely to be originated un- 

leis by the excitement of  public encouragement. 

In doing this, however, there is always much 

hazard of defeat, and therefore, it fhould never 

be attempted but in cafes o f  neceffity, fuch as 

we have mentioned. In ordinary cafes it is 

wifdom to felect, for encouragement, manufac­

tures already fomewhat advanced, but yet la­

bouring under difficulties, rather than fet new 

ones on foot.

I hough a manufacture which has been for 

fome time, eftablifhed deferves a preference be­

fore that which has not yet been attempted, 

when the object is, to choofe among ma­

nufactures thofe that are belt fitted for a coun­

try ; yet it is not to be underftood, that the

II 2 longer
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longer a manufacture has been eftablifhed, the 

more ftrongly it is recommended to public 

favour. Oil the contrary, when the manufac-1 

ture has received public encouragement for a 

certain length of time, and yet has made 110 

very confiderable progrefs— when after having 

received fuch a degree of care and culture as 

fhould have brought it to maturity, it yet re­

mains in the weaknefs of infancy, it is high 

time to leave it to its fate, and divert towaul 

it no longer that affiftance which might be 

given with more effect to other objeds. 

T o  continue public aid to fuch a manufac­

ture would be really forcing the induftry of 

the public to wafte itfelf in purfuits lefs profitable 

than thofe to which it would tend if left to its 

own direction.

If  a manufacture, after having received aid 

by which it has taken root, itill continues to 

receive thofè helps which it needs no longer, 

this alfo is a ufelefs wafte of public care and 

expenditure; for after having- received fuch af­

fiftance it ought undoubtedly to be left to its own

energy for its fupport. That manufacture, theie-
fore,

»



fore, which by the affiftance o f  public encourage­

ment has attained vigour, as well as that, 

which, after long enjoying public protection, 

yet continues unable to fupport itfelf, ought 

both to be manumitted, and left to their own 

itrength. At what precife period this manu- 

miffion fhould take place remains an objeCt for 

enquiry, and may probably be afcertained by 

considering for what purpofes public aid is 

given. Thefe, wehavefeen, are, to enable the 

manufacturer to overcome the difficulty he 

meets with from want of ikill in his work­

men, and from the prevalence of habits adverfe to 

the manufacture ; and alfo to remove the impedi­

ments which arife from want of fufficient capital 

in thofe who make the firft eilays in the manu­

facture to procure the. beft means o f  profecut- 

ing it. But thefe ends are attained, when, by 

public encouragement ftimulating private in­

duftry, the belt modes of  working have been 

invented, or introduced ; when .thefe have be­

come generally known, and genera’ ly praCtifed ; 

and when individuals pofleffing capital have been 

induced, by the advantages held out to them, to 

engage in the manufacture. When a branch
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thus fpread among individuals poiiefiing 

property fufficient to profecute it with fuc- 

cefs, and carried on by the beft methods 

which have been adopted in other countries, it 

has already derived from public protection ail 

the advantages which public proteétion can con­

fer, and if with thefé advantages it be unable 

to make its way, or have already acquired 

ftrength and ftability, in either cafe it lhould 

be left to itfelf.

If  this were the proper place to enter into a dii- 

cuffion of the fubjedt, it would be eafv to fhew how 

clofely thefe remarks apply to the encou­

ragement given to the linen manufacture* It 

would be eafy to fhew, that extended a? it is 

throughout a whole province, carried on ex- 

t en lively by a very great portion of the in­

habitants of Ireland, and enjoying all the ad­

vantages that long experience can beftow, it is 

no longer the moji proper object for the re­

gulations of a Board, and the paltry encou­

ragements of a loom, or a fpinning wheel. If 

any manufacture can be called an eftablifhed 

one, the linen is that manufacture, and finely, 

thus extended and eftablifhed it ftands



in no need of petty premiums, and trivial re« 

gulations ; it can ftand on its own legs, and 

fhould not monopolize thofe aids which 

ought to be given to ftruggling and beginning 

manufactures.

1 0 3

S E C T IO N



O f  the INFLU ENCE of M A N U F A C T U R E S  On MO­

R A L I T Y ,  their C o n n e c t i o n  with A g r i c u l ­

t u r e ,  their C o n g e n i a l i t y  to the S o i l , & c .

Importance o f Morality on public Happinefs.— 'The 

Dijlillery an injiance of the mifchiefs which a 

manufacture may produce on the morality o f a People. 

— Effects o f it on the other manufactures of Ireland. 

— Manufactures, carried on in cities and large 

factories moft adverfe to the morals of thofe engaged 

in them.— Injuries to manufactures from the ma­

nufacturer engaging in operations o f kiifbandry.—  

The o n l y  argument in favour o f that proCtice— - 

anfwered— Difadvantages o f this combination — 'That 

connection o f agriculture and manufacture by which 

the extenfion of one extends the other, is ufeful—  

as, where agriculture furnifhes the primum of a 

manufacture— Superior advantages o f fuch mi one 

above others.— Congeniality o f a manufacture to 

the countryy afcertained by the facility with 

which it is injlituted— Inflances— rConclufion.

No objeét fo well deferves the care o f  the 

legiflature as the morals o f  its people, becaufe 

on the morality o f  the nation niu ft reft every 

fuperftruólure o f  national profperity which can 

poilibly^fc be permanent. T h e  public weal is con-

f t i t u t e d
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ftituted only by the wealth and happinefs of the 

individuals who compofe the public ; for tho’ 

it be poffible that a government may extend its 

dominions and encreafe its wealth, while the 

majority of its- people are fmarting under op- 

preffion, or pining in poverty, yet fuch a ftate 

cannot be laid to be profperous and happy. 

T h e  governing power, indeed, may be called 

great and fuccefsful, but the ftate or nation, 

which is conftituted by the people, is wretched. 

But it is evident that the wealth and happinefs 

of individuals is generally in proportion to their 

induftry and their virtue; whatever tends there­

fore to diminifh the one or to relax the other, 

muft be fo far injurious to the country, and 

inftead of being encouraged, becaufe it may 

be produitive of apparent good in one inftance, 

for example in revenue, it ought by all means 

to be deprefted, becaufe it has a general 

tendency to counteract the public weal, 

and therefore muft do on the whole 

much more evil than good. Hence appears 

the neceffity there is for a ftate, in coniidering 

what manufactures it will patronize, to weigh 

their confequences on morality, and decide 

for thofe which in this refpest have the advan- 

tage.
A  ftriking
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A  ftriking example of  the mifchiefs which 

may be done by a manufacture tending to de- 

praví^ the morals of the people, has been ex­

hibited for feveral years back by the diftilleries of 

this kingdom. This manufacture by producing ar­

dent fpirits in large quantities and at a cheap 

price, has emafculated the minds and enervated 

the bodies of the poor of Ireland. It has fpread 

its poifon through every quarter of the coun­

try ; it has rendered poverty more miferable, 

and rendered vice of all kinds more prevalent 

and more ferocious. O f  manufactures it has 

been the bane. It has difinclined and difabled 

the workman to perform his work either with 

difpatch or accuracy ; it has made him com­

bine againft his employer to extort the means 

of diffipation, and it has made him idle to 

fpend them. In a word, it has filled our 

ftreets with beggary, riot, and vice, has raifed 

the prices, and fpoiled the quality of our goods, 

and made the fertility of our ifland, inftead of 

a bleffing, a curfe. What is ftill more fatal, the

• difeafe has become, inveterate, and has hitherto 

baffled every attempt which has been made to 

reprefs it. It has even been doubted whether

it
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it have not fo infatuated the financial depart­

ment of our government as to make it diiin-
/

clined to its depreffion ; fo much does it 

augment the revenue by diminiihing the in­

duftry and morals ot the country !

It is a general opinion, and a very little at­

tention to a companion of the ftute of manners
*

and morals in a large city and in the country, 

will prove the opinion to be well founded, that 

the aggregation of men into large cities is one 

of  the moft fertile fources of  vice. Without 

endeavouring to account for this, it is fufficicnt 

for us to take things as we find them, and 

regulate our conduéi accordingly* It will 

follow, then, from the admiffion of this facft, 

that thofe manufactures which neceflarily con­

fine the workmen in large cities are lefs eligible 

than thofe which may be carried on in the 

country. Temperance, application, ftrength of 

mind, and health of body, are all of them more 

eafilv attained in a village, where the means 

and temptations to debauch and diffipation are 

few, than in a large city where they abound, 

and where to refift them requires a great degree 

of a&ive virtue.
T h e
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The fame arguments which go to prove 

that a manufacture is more injurious to morals 

as it is more neceflary to its fuccefs that it be 

carried on in large cities, apply, tho’ perhaps 

with fomewhat lefs force, to thofe which are 

carried on in large factories. T h e  aiTociating 

o f  men together in one fpot, gives the vice 

o f  every individual an opportunity to fpread ; 

and vice is mofi contagious. It affords al­

io the beft opportunities for combination. 

Thefe are the evils which refult from the 

crowding of  workmen together. I f  women are 

neceffary to the manufacture, and are admit­

ted, as they generally are in fadories, to m ix 

indifcriminately with the men, the mifchiefs 

are ftill worfe. In factories, the women are 

univerfally and extremely difl'olute, the chil­

dren catch the immorality o f  their parents, and 

foon reach to high degrees o f  premature iniquity. 

Can any manufacture be worth fo much ?

« ■ ». /»

Another o f  thofe circumftances which were 

fdid to recommend a manufacture to public 

proteétion, was its connection with the agri­

culture of the country. Bv this is not meant

• a connection



ft connexion  of  the operations of  manufacturé 

with thofe of hufbandry, or an alternation of 

thofe operations in the fame perfon. Than 

this, perhaps nothing is more injurious to in­

duftry.------Jt prevents at once the improve­

ments botli of agriculture and manufactures, 

and diminifhes greatly the quantity of effec­

tive labour, by the time loft in transition from 

o n e  operation to another, the diftraftion which 

attends that tranfition, and the interruption 

o f  that impulfe which the mind receives from 

an undivided attention to a fingle objeû, fo 

neceffary to give full effect to any opera­

tion.------ It has been pleaded, indeed, iti

defence of  this praCtice, that it contributes to 

the health of the workm en; but this folitary ar­

gument in its favour, will, on examination,

be found to have but little weight.------ In

the firft place, it is far from being certain 

that moderate induitrv, in the profecution of 

thofe manufactures, in which the workman is 

thus made a botching farmer, viz. the liner, 

or woollen manufacture, is at all injurious to 

health. In manufacturing cities, thefe men, 

it is true, appear pallid and ficklv, but this is
rather
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rather to be attributed to their refidence in thff 

crowded and filthy part of a populous town, 

to their being penned up in factories, or to 

the intemperance, which, in fuch places, is fo 

prevalent, than to the efteét of theic labour : 

for even in thefe fituations, they exhibit as many 

iniîancesof longevity, as are to be found, perhaps, 

among the other residents of  cities. It is an 

experiment, therefore, well worth making, 

whether by healthful fituation and tem­

perate habits, even tho’ as fedulous an 

application to the manufacture fhould exift, 

the evii, which is attributed to the nature of 

their labour, would not be removed. Until 

tins be afceitained, nothing can be fafely in­

ferred with refpedt to the fuperior healthfulnefs 

01 combining in one man the diffonant ope­

rations of manufacture and husbandry.

Without waiting, however, fo r a  decifion on 

this queftion, nothing can be more clear, 

than that fome ill confequences do refult from 

this combination. Every one who is at all 

converfant with manufactures, knows what is 

meant by the workman when he complains

that
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that his hand is out. l ie  knows that at this 

time he is incapable of working either fo quick 

or fo well as at other times ; and he knows 

alfo, that the workman’s hand is always put 

out by having been for forae time at an oc­

cupation different from his own. Ii the fa­

bric in which he is engaged be a fine one, 

it is eafy to fee with what ill effect he muft at­

tempt it, after having fpent his morning in 

holding a plough, or ufingr a fpade, and how 

injudicioufly and clumlily he will handle a 

web of cambrick, or a thread of iilk, whofe 

lingers have been rendered callous by the 

coarfe labours of a farm or garden.

It is not, then, this connexion of agricul­

tural and manufacturing labour in the work­

man, which recommends a manufacture, but 

that connexion, by which the exteniion of the 

one promotes the exteniion of the otheu 

Such is that between agriculture and thofe 

manufactures, the materials of which are the 

produce of agriculture. So far as this manu­

facture is profecuted, fo far it is evident agri­

culture meets fure and ready market f*.»x
tin t
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that branch of its produce. The beneficial ef- 1 

feet of fuch a -manufacture, is double of that 

which refults from a manufacture, of which 

the materials are not the produce of the foil ; 

for it is profitable, not only by giving em­

ployment to numbers in its own procefs, 

but alfo to others by whom the earth is cul­

tivated for the primum. The manufactured 

goods in this cafe may be faid to be created 

by induftry j in every other, the given mate­

rials are only improved* But if fuch a ma­

nufacture be doubly more ufeful than that 

which works lip materials not the produce 

of the land, it mu it be fourfold more ufeful 

than that, which, in proportion to its own 

encreafe, prevents the extenfion of agriculture. 

Such, in fome degree, is the provifion trade : 

how far  it is fuch, we fhall fee, when we 

come to treat fpecifically of that head. At 

prefent it is fufficient to have ihewn, that it 

is a firong recommendation of a manufacture, 

i f  it be connected in this manner with agri- 

. culture, and that, in proportion as it comes 

thus recommended, it is entitled to preference, 

w'hen we confider what manufactures are beit 

fitted for the country,
r

Manufactures

/



Manufactures are fometimes peculiarly adapt­

ed to a country, from a correfpondence to the 

nature of its foil, or climate ; and in many 

infrances, the difpofition of the inhabitants of 

a country, qualifies them to excel in fome ma- 

nufailures bevond others. In determining, 

therefore, what manufactures are fitted for a 

country, it may be right to pay particular at­

tention to thefe circumftances. Thus, for a v 

country abounding with water, and properly 

fituated for mill fites, thofe manufactures 

which are belt carried on by mills, feem, fo 

far as one inftance goes, to be well fuited. 

Manufactures carried on by fire, are fitted 

for the country where fuel abounds ; and fo 

of the reft. The difpofition of the inhabi­

tants is a circumftance which deferves pecu­

liar attention ; for a manufacture is likely 

to derive much more benefit from its corref­

pondence in this, than in any other inftance.

This propenfity of a country toward any ma­

nufacture is eafily judged of, from the facility 

with which a little encouragement fets it for­

ward, from the number of rude eilays in it 

which are to be met with, and from its be­

ing cultivated by families for private ufe.
I Thus,
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Thus, the ineffectual firuggles which have 

been made to extend the linen manufacture 

throughout the fouthern parts o f  Ireland af­

ford a itrong prefumption, that it is not fô 

well fitted to the genius of the inhabitants o f  

that part o f  the country ; and this conjecture 

feems to derive flrength from the circumitance, 

that the people of  Uliter, where this manufac­

ture has fucceeded, are the defcendants of 

Scotch and Engliih fettlers, and widely differ­

ent in habits and manners from the people of 

the South, o f  whom the great bulk are de­

fen d ed  from anceftors originally Irilh.

T h e  woollen manufacture, on the other 

hand, feems to have fomfe quality which pecu­

liarly fits it to the genius o f  the people 

in that part o f  the ifland. This  appears 

from the rude manufaCture of  wool being fo 

widely fpread among the inhabitants, every 

village producing flannels, frizes, &c. either 

for private confumption, or for fale, & c. and 

alfo from the inhabitants o f  thefe provinces 

being to a man clad in woollen. Both fexes 

indeed feem equally fond of  this manufac­

ture, and, in many inftances, the man may be faid

to
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to he loaded rather than cloathed with it ; for 

in the heat of fummer, belldes a coat and 

waiftcoat, he uniformly wears a woollen great 

coat of feveral pounds weight. The cloathing 

of  the women from head tó foot is generally 

of  wool, except in thofe articles which are in- 

difpenfably of linen. In fome places, however, the 

confumption of  cotton manufacture has lately in- 

creafed to a degree which has leflened very conli- 

derably the quantity of woollen in the Irifh fe­

male drefs : but this is a recent innovation, 

and not yet of fuch extent as to derogate much 

from the force of our remark.

W e  have now enumerated the feveral cir- 

cumftances which feem to recommend a ma­

nufacture to adoption ; and we have made 

fome obfervations on each of them to fhew 

that they are really, and how far they are, 

recommendatory. Thus we have fet up land­

marks to direct our courfe in the fubfequent 

part of this enquiry, and it now only remains 

to* find what manufactures pofiefs thefe recom­

mending qualities, or the greater number of

•  them ; for fuch, unqueftionably, are t.ie manu­

factures beft fitted for the country.

I 2 It
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It was neceffary to lay down thofe general 

principles, for two reafons ; firft, in order to 

guide our decifion, which would probably 

have been erroneous had we nothing but 

tacit and vague notions to govern it ; and 

in the fécond place, to fecure a degree of 

perfpicuity to our future enquiries, which 

would neceffarily have been obfcure, if  the rea­

fons for which we preferred or rejected any 

manufa&ure were not exprefsly given, and 

confufed, if  they were given here and there as 

occafion might fuggeft them.

P A R T
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O f th e  L i n e n  M a n u f a c t u r e .

Erroneous opinion entertained of this m anufallure- 

created by the artifices of Lord Strafford, who 

endeavoured (o fupplant the IVoollen by the intro- 

duClion of the Linen Manufacture— This not ef­

fected) until reflriCtions were impofed on it by the 

Parliament of England— Linen Manufacture well 

calculated for this country, but not exclujively 

the Jlaple— JVhat circutnftanccs are favourable9 

and what adverfe to it1 enumerated— Competitors 

of Ireland in the Linen Manufacture— Its pro­

portional encreafe in Scotland, has been greater 

than in Ireland, from 1727 to 1783— Cheque 

and Sail Cloth Manufacture decayed in Ireland 

from the competition with Great Britain— The 

little progrefs made by the Linen Manufacture 

beyond the limits of Uljler— an Argument again/l

its



its being confidered the only National Manufac­

ture— Recapitulation.

H a v i n g  examined, in the former part of 

this EiTay, the arguments which prove the 

utility and neceffity of encouraging manu­

factures generally, and having alfo determined 

what are the circumftances which fhould re­

commend any particular manufacture to 

adoption ; we come now to examine individu­

ally the principal manufactures, and-' confider 

how far thofe recommendatory circumftances 

are to be found in each. In an enquiry on 

this fubject, the firft place undoubtedly be­

longs to that of linen, as well becaufe it has 

long been confidered the ftaple manufacture 

of  the country, as becaufe it is really one of 

the firft importance to it.

O f  the facility with which an error may 

be planted in the public mind, and of the 

ftrong hold which it takes of the national un- 

derftanding when cultivated by the art of the 

politician, nothing can afford a ftronger in- 

ftance than the hiftory of this manufacture.

Its



«

Its firft rife in Ireland may be dated from the 

adminiftration of Lord Strafford in the reign 

of Charles the Firft. When he arrived in this 

country, the woollen manufacture was carried on 

in it to fuch extent, as induced his Lordlhip 

to fear that if it were in any degree encou­

raged, or even permitted, it might ultimately 

grow to fuch magnitude, as to become a dan­

gerous rival to the woollen manufacture of 

England. Under this impreffion, his Lord­

lhip undertook, not indeed to prohibit or re- 

ftrain, but to difcourage and fupplant it. 

This he attempted by means, the fuccefs of 

which did honour to his fagacity, however 

little credit he may derive from them, either as a 

found politician, or a friend to Ireland. He en­

couraged the manufacture of flax, fet feveral 

looms to work, and in a letter to his matter, 

in which he accounts for his conduct in this 

inftance, declares that he forefaw it would 

become a flourifhing manufacture. The event 

has juftified his prediction, and in doing fo, 

has afforded the ltrongeft polSble prefumption, 

that his opinion with refpect to the manu­

facture which he undertook to difcourage,

was
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was equally well founded, namely, that the 

circumftances o f  Ireland were fo peculiarly 

favourable to the manufacture of  wool, that 

i f  it were not difcouraged, it might in the 

end, rival even that o f  England herfelf.

T h e  arts o f  Lord Strafford, however, were 

notable either to deprefs the woollen manu­

facture, or raife that of flax. So unequal in­

deed were they to effeCt either purpofe, that 

towards the clofe o f  that century, it was 

matter o f  complaint to the Parliament of 

England, “  that the Irifh were backward in 

the linen manufacture, and tenacious o f  that 

o f  wool and they not only complained o f  

the faCt, but endeavoured to account for it : 

They afferted, “  that it was not to be won­

dered at, if  a people, poor as the Irilh, were 

itrongly inclined to work up the materials 

in which their country abounded thus g i­

ving the moft itriking proof o f  their opinion, 

that wool, rather than flax, was the natural 

produce, and ftaple o f  the country. Who at 

that day would have believed, what is now 

received almoft as a truifm— that linen w;as

defigned
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defigned by Nature to be the principal ma­

nufacture of Ireland, and that ihe was not fitted 

to excel in that of wool ?

At that time, however, or ihortly after in the 

fame reign, meafures were taken by the Par­

liament of Great Britain, and acquiefced in by 

the legiflature of Ireland, which did effectually 

damp the woollen manufacture, and from the 

effects o f  which it has not fince recovered : 

while the almoft perpetual and fedulous care 

of the legiilature to the linen manufacture 

has raifed it to an excellence, extent and im­

portance, which evince the forefight of Lord 

Strafford, and give fome colour to the opi­

nion, that linen is the ftaple of Ireland.

That Ireland is well calculated for the li­

nen manufacture cannot rationally be denied. 

On the contrary, it is certain that fhe pof- 

feffes many ftriking advantages for it. 

But, certainly, it may fairly be doubted, 

whether it be the only manufacture which Ihe 

is equally well qualified to profecute ; whe­

ther it be exclufively and properly the ftaple 

of the kingdom, and whether it be good po­

licy
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hey to confine legislative protection and en­

couragement to that manufacture alone. Thofe 

obfervations may, perhaps, appear well founded 

when the circuinflances of the linen manufac­

ture are attentively confidered.

It is certainly a very ilrong recommendation 

c f  this manufacture that its raw materials can 

be raifed in the country. They are not fo­

reign like thofe of filk, nor to be found 

cheaper and better in another country, like 

thofe of wool and iron. The manufactured 

goods, too, when finiihed, are fuch as are al­

ways fure of being in demand at home, for 

its- ufe is indifpenlible to cleanlinefs and 

comfort, and derive^ little recommendation 

from the caprice of opinion. Théy are fure, 

alfo, for the fame reafon, of finding a market 

in foreign countries wherever they cannot be 

produced cheaper ; for it is a manufacture not 

obnoxious to the changes of tafie and fafhion 

which fo frequently annihilate one manufac­

ture to raife another. Befides all thofe circunj- 

llances in its favour, it is a manufacture 

which promotes agriculture by the production 
of its raw material.

But,



But, on the other hand, it deferves to be remem­

bered, that though the linen manufacture be pro­

motive of agriculture, inafmuch as the mate­

rials of it are the produce of  the foil ; yet, 

the railing of flax is by no means the moft 

lucrative mode of employing land. It is known, 

that a crcp of flax, more than any other pro­

duit, impoverifhes the foil ; fo much fo, in­

deed, that, in a very fhort time, it completely 

exhaufts it. Hence it is, that notwithftanding 

the encouragements which have been held out 

for the raifing of flax-feed, nothing like a fuf­

ficient quantity of it is yet raifed for the con­

fumption of  the manufacture ; and even of 

■thofe who have been induced by Ixmndes to 

lay out their lands for flax, many, finding 

themfelves in a little time lofers, have, notwith- 

ftanding the bounties, declined fo unprofitable 

a purfuit.

Another conlideration of not lefs importance ; 

that, though we are now in pofTefîîon of a foreign 

market, that market is not very fecure to us. 

W e  have in Germany and Ruifta powerful 

competitors ; they have already beaten us out
of
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o f  one part of the trade— the Ofnaburghs ; and 

who can fay, that they may not in a little 

time be equally fuecefsful in many of the 

other branches ? But it is not only in Ruffia 

and Germany that we meet a powerful com­

petition. Scotland has made rapid advances 

in this manufacture, and continues ftill to im­

prove. In the finer branches ihe is already 

our fuperior, and is not contemptible in the 

middling price and coarfe linens. But above 

all we have to dread the competition of  E ng­

land herfelf ; for England has, in the courfe 

of  half a century, made greater advances in 

the linen manufacture than any other country 

in Europe. And a circumftance extremely re  ̂

markable, one that fhould make us lefs con­

fident of keeping the linen trade to the exr 

tent in which we now poflefs it, is, that in 

the exact proportion as our exports o f  linen 

to England encreafe, we encourage the manu­

facture o f  Englifh linens ; for it is a fact, that 

o f  every cargo o f  linen exported from E n g ­

land fince the grant of the bounty on export, 

which is the circumftance that has made E n g ­

land the market for Irilh linen, a large pro-

_ portion
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portion has been Englifh, and that proportion, 

there is reafon to believe, has been continually 

increaiing.*

B y collating the returns of the exports of 

Britifh and Irifh linens, we fee that in 1743 

the Englifh export was to the Irifh as 40,907 to 

52,779 ; in 1773 the proportion had encreafed 

in favour of England fo much that the Englifh 

linen exported in that year was to the Irifh 

linen exported as 5,235,266 to 2,832,246.

Nor is it to be wondered that the fyftem 

of  bounty on the export of Britifli and Irifh

linens

*  This will appear b y  the following ftatement o f  the 

export o f  Britifh linens, from the year 1743, when the 

bounties were firil granted, to 1773.
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linens has produced thefe beneficial effects to 

the linen manufacture of England, when it is 

coniidered that the bounty being the fame on 

Britifh and Irifh linen, and the Iriih manu­

facture being loaded with five per cent.— the 

average expence of freight, warehoufeing, &c. 

attending the carriage to England— the Britifh 

manufacturer comes to the foreign market with 

an advantage equal to this per centage in his 

favour.

W e  have already faid that Ireland has pow­

erful competitors in the foreign fabrics o f  linen. 

That this is true appears hence, that tho’ the 

duties on the import of foreign linen, (Iriih 

excepted) and the bounty on the export of 

Britifh and Irifh, make together an advantage of 

15 per cent, yet the foreign manufactures have 

been able to preferve a degree o f  competition 

in tine linens. Should England then at any 

time think proper to lefTen the duty 011 the 

import' o f  foreign linen, the immediate con- 

fequence would be that the fine linens of  Ire­

land would be excluded from the Britifh mar­

ket, while the manufactures of  England might 

be exported by a bounty which would fecure them

the
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the export trade in as great an extent as they 

at prefent poflefs it.

It is, indeed, true, that of fuch a meafure aâ 

this on the part of Great Britain there is little 

danger. The important truth that the interefis 

of both countries are the fame, and that what 

would tend to impoverish Ireland would at 

the fame time tend to diminifh the Strength of  

Britain, it is at this day too well understood 

to admit fuch an idea into the head of  a found 

politician. But tho’ this be true, yet Ireland 

considering as an independent kingdom what 

manufaétures are bett fitted for her, fnould 

pay moft attention to thofe for the fuccefs of 

which She is leaft dependant on foreign aids. 

It may be too cold a policy to practice among 

individuals, but it is certainly wifdom among 

nations, to a«it towards friends as thofe who 

may one day become enemies, and towards 

enemies as thofe who may one day become 

friends.

It has been frequently urged that this coun­

try may reft fecure of the continued poSTeihon 

of the Britiih market, becaufe England it is faid

cannot,
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cannot, if fhe would, provide more ad- 

vantageoufly in any other country. The fal­

lacy of this argument appears from what has 

been faid above ; for granting that ihe cannot 

get from any foreign country linen of the kind 

and price which Ireland furnifhes, yet her own 

manufacture, which in the year 80 was reported 

by the lords of trade to produce mere linen 

than is annually exported from Ireland, is in 

a ftate fo improved, that from this alone we 

have reafon to fear ; it is certain at leaft that 

by making fome extraordinary exertions in fa­

vour of her linen manufacture, fhe might raife 

it to fuch a degree as to prevent any incon­

venience from the want of Irifh linen, and to 

fupply any encreafed demand, or fudden defi­

ciency.

Many, indeed, are the circumftances, which, 

duly confidered, ihould make Ireland lefs fan- 

guine in her hopes of continued profperity to 

her linen trade, fo far as that profperity de­

pends 011 the market of England. The value 

of foreign linen imported into England, ex- 

clufive. of thofe from Ireland, is greater than

the



tlie value of any othc-r .foreign manufacture 

which ihe imports, notwithstanding her high 

duties on that article. It has been calculated 

that the value of this import amounts annu­

ally to a million ; that of linen imported from 

Ireland, to a million and a half ; and that from 

Scotland to halt a million. Indeed Scotland 

herfelf holds a competition with us in this
i • ^  i  I l i

article which is by no means contemptible. 

From manufacturing only 3,183,975 yards in 

the year 1727, fhe has encreafed her manu­

facture of linen to 17,074,777 yards in the 

year 1783, exclufive of thofe linens which 

were manufactured for private ufe, and not 

taken into this account. And this encreafe in 

the Scotch manufacture is real, while the ap­

parent encreafe of that o f  Ireland is, in a great 

degree, perhaps, nominal. For all linens fold 

in Scotland are ftamped, by which the quan­

tity is afcertained with preciiion ; while, in 

Ireland, if the produce be eftimated by the 

euftom-houfe returns, it is probably much ex­

aggerated, becaufe merchants paving no duty 

on the export, gratify frequently their com-

K mercial
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mercial vanity, by entering for exportation 

much greater quantities than they really fhip.

Y e t  even allowing thefe returns to be true, it 

follows from a comparifon with thofe of  Scotland, 

that the linen manufacture, with all the aids 

which it has had from the legiilature, and 

all the care and protection which the men of 

landed intereft in Ulfter have heftowed on it, has 

not encreafed by any means fo rapidly as that 

f){ Scotland. Our exports of linen in 1727 were 

in value, 284,7211. the one-fifth o f  the value of 

the linen exports o f  17 8 3 ;  while by the ftate- 

ment mentioned above o f  the Scotch exports 

for thefe two years, the linen manufacture of 

that country appears to have encreafed in the 

interval, above eight-fold.

For the cheque manufa&ure it might be 

fuppofed we had at leaft equal advantages 

with England, yet o f  this article Great B ri­

tain exports to the annual amount o f  i20,oool. ; 

we export none.

From the fate of  the fail cloth trade, too, 

we may be warned againfi depending too much 

on the prefent poffeflion o f  any branch of  the

linen
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linen or hemp manufacture. What has been 

the fate of it ? From exporting to the value 

of  twelve thoufand pounds annually, as we 

did foinp time back, we do not now fupply 

our own confumption, little as that confump- 

tion is. The Englifh manufacture, has cut 

up that of Ireland by the roots.

It defcrves to be remarked of  the linen ma­

nufacture, that, with every poilible encourage­

ment which public and private munificence 

could beftow upon it, with all the care of 

a cherifhing legiflature, with a board of in- 

telligent men to direCt and promote its pro- 

grefs, and with a marked preference given to 

it in the market of England, it has yet in the 

çourfe of a full century, made little progrefs 

beyond the narrow limits of a fingle pro­

vince. The other three provinces have been 

left a prey to idlenefs and poverty. Some of 

the beft foil in the empire has been wafted 

under pafture, and thofe lands which Nature 

had defigned to be occupied bv a hardy pea* 

fantry, and cities flourifhing with manufac­

tures and commerce, have been occupied but

K 2 by

T3 r



1 3 a

by herdfmen and horned cattle. Want of oc­

cupation and miferable poverty, both occa- 

iioned by the want of manufactures, have 

produced their natural confequences, habits 

of idlenefe, fervility and difcontent, and have 

raifed difficulties, which naturally did not 

exift, to the progrefs of induftry and morals. 

Nay, even in that province which was pecu­

liarly and exclusively the feat of this manu­

facture, poverty and difcontent have been con- 

fpicuous. Hence, in part at leaft, have arifen 

thofe emigrations, which peopled the New 

World with a hardy and induftrious race of men, 

who, after constituting a new empire of the 

weifiv are going on to adorn it with all that is 

valuable in good government and regulated 

liberty.

It is fcarcely poffible that the manufacture 

which in fuch circumftances, has, in the courfe o f  

a century been unable to creep from one corner of 

the kingdom, can be its natural ftaple, the manu­

facture which nature has peculiarly fitted for 

it. If it be, to what can we attribute this 

flow progrefs ? unlefs, perhaps, to that fatal error

which



which has fo long been mifchievoufly opera­

tive in this kingdom— namely, that if the fta- 

ple manufacture be encouraged, it matters 

not what becomes of the reft, and that on this 

iingle prop, the profperity of the country may 

fafely reft.— Such an error, mifft, no doubt, 

for ever dwarf the growth of  Ireland, and 

make her idlenefs, her poverty, and her dif- 

content, perpetual ; for if  experience be a pre­

ceptor on which we may rely in political rea- 

foning, nothing can be more true, than that 

a country can never arrive at excellence in any 

one manufacture, while fhe excludes the 

reft. Each thrives only in the neighbourhood 

of its fellows ; as in morality no virtue can 

exift in the mind unaccompanied by others.

This head has been protracted to a great 

length ; but it was interefting, as well from 

the nature of the fubject, as from the preva­

lence of thofe opinions refpecting this ma­

nufacture, which however generally received, 

yet feem to be in many points erroneous. Let not, 

however, what has been here offered on this

fubject,

*33



fubject, be miftaken-*-it is briefly this ; that 

the linen manufacture is one which is well 

fitted for this country, becaufe the materials 

are native ; becaufe it is connected with the 

agriculture o f  the country, and promotive of 

it ; becaufe the manufacture is one which 

muft always be in demand every where, and 

therefore is certain of  fuccefs in proportion 

to its cheapnefs and excellence ; becaufe as it 

is an eftablifhed manufacture, every part o f  its 

procefs is well known to the people, and where 

it is not known, it is eafily learned : but that on 

the contrary, it is not fuch a manufacture as 

deferves to be fo much relied on, as Ireland 

feems to relv on it ; for it is not fuch an 

one as feems ever likely to give full em­

ployment to the people, by fpreading thro’ the 

‘ country ; that it is one in which many 

other nations are competitors with Ireland, 

and fuperior to her ; that even o f  thofe markets 

which ihe has hitherto enjoyed, ihe is daily 

lofing part, by the encreafing excellence and 

extent o f  the manufacture in other countries ; 

that it is alfo a manufacture, o f  which, after the 

utmoft endeavours on our part, we are not 

yet able to produce an adequate fupply of

the
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the materials ; and even where they are pro­

duced, it is not the moil lucrative or falutary 

mode of occupying the ground ; and that finally, 

granting it to pofiefs every poffible advantage, 

experience has fhewn that it cannot profper 

fingly, and therefore ought not to engrofs ex- 

clufivelv, the attention of  the country.

SE C TIO N
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O f  the W o o l l e n  M a n ü f a c t i j r e -

Doubts entertained o f the propriety o f encouraging 

this Manufacture— The Hiftory of it affords rea­

fon to believe it is. peculiarly adapted to this 

Country— Ancient and Modern Tejlimony to this 

Point— Lord Strafford's Opinion, that Ireland 

abounded in IVool, and had olher Advantages for 

pr off cu ting this Manufacture-— Wool afterwards 

became fcarce— The Manufacture not depreffedy 

until the ReJiriClions impofed by the Jealoufy of 

England— Though thefe ReJiriClions depreffed the 

Manufacture, they have not annihilated the Ca- 

pacity of the Country to profecute it— She f i l l  

rears much o f the Raw Material, and might be 

enabled to rear much more— The Rearing of Sheep 

negleCled, though there are many Reafons why 

they would be beneficial to the Farmer— General 

Obfervations on the Rearing and Improvement 

c f  IVool in Ireland.

X t  has been a queftion much agitated, whe­

ther, circumftanced as Ireland is, the woollen

manufacture
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niamifadhire be one to which induftry ihould 

be turned by public encouragement. The 

queftion is interefting, and the nature of  this 

effay makes it neceffary to examine it. It 

will be determined, indeed, without going 

at all out o f  our way, by confidering how 

far it does, or does not, poffefs thofe qualities 

which recommend a manufacture to public 

adoption.

T he ftate of this manufacture in Ireland, at 

a former period, certainly affords good gene­

ral ground for believing that it is well adapted 

to the country. That it was known here at 

a very early period, and that Ireland excelled 

in a variety of its branches, has been fo in* 

g e n io u ily  and fully proved by the noble and 

learned prefident of this fociety,* in his

effay on that fubjedt publifhed among the 

papers of the academy, that it is neceffary only

to refer to that effay to be fatisfied of the

point. W ith refpe<it to its itate, at a later

period, we have the teftimony of various wri­

ters, and that of lord Strafford in particular
is

* The Royal Iriih Academy.
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is explicit— “  that o f  the few manufactures known 

in the country in his time, that of wool was 

the principal.”  O f  this teftimony there is no 

reafon to queftion the veracity. O f  his conjec­

ture as to the probable future progrefs o f  the 

manufacture there is as little reafon to be­

lieve that it was not founded on good ground. 

T h e  following extract from his letter on that 

fubject, g iving an account o f  the report which 

he had made to the king and council, we 

lhall be forgiven for tranfcribing. T h e  letter 

is dated July 25, 1636.

“  That there was little or no manufacture 

among them, but fome fmall beginnings to­

wards a cloathing trade which I had, and fo 

lhould ftill difcourage all I could, unlefs 

otherwife directed by his Majefly and their 

lordihips ; in regard it would trenjh not only 

on the cloathings . o f  England, being our ftaple 

commodity, fo as i f  they ihould manufacture 

their own wool, which grew to very great 

quantities, we ihould not only lofe the profit 

we made now by in-draping their wools, 

but his maiefty lofe extremely by his cuf-

toms j
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toms, and in conclufion it might be feared, 

they might beat us out o f  the trade itfelf, 

by underlelling us, which they were able to 

do. Yet, have I endeavoured another way to 

fet them on work, and that is by bringing in 

the making of  linen cloth ; the rather in regard 

the women are all naturally bred to fpiuning ; 

that the Irifh earth is apt for the bearing of 

flax, and that this manufacture would be, in 

conclufion, rather a benefit than other to this 

kingdom. I have, therefore, fent for the flax- 

feed into Holland, being of a better fort than 

we have, and have fown this year a thoufand 

pounds of it (finding by fome I fowed the 

laft year that it takes very well there). I have 

fent for workmen out of the low countries, 

and fouth of France, and fet up already fix 

or feven looms, which, if it pleafes God fo to 

blefs us this year, I truft fo to invite them 

to follow it, when they fee the great profit 

arifing thereby, as that they fhall generally 

take and employ themfelves that w?av, which, 

i f  they do, I am confident it will prove a 

mighty bufinefs.”

By9
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By this teftimonv of an Englifh nobleman* 

it appears, that Ireland abounded in wool, 

and that though manufactures generally were in 

a ftate of  depreffion, yet that o f  wool had made 

fome progrefs ; a fure proof that it was the 

manufacture to which, o f  all others, the coun­

try had the ftrongeft bent. Such, too, it ap­

pears, were our means of  carrying on this ma­

nufacture fuccefsfully, that there was great 

reafon to fear, in a little time, we fhould beat 

Great Britain out o f  her itaple , manufac­

ture*

It is true, indeed, that this abundance o f  

wool of which Lord Strafford fpeaks, was 

within a few years afterwards very much di- 

minifhed ; but this arofe froni the violent con- 

cuffions which Ireland had fufFered in the 

interim from the civil war. The natural abi­

lity of the country to produce wool in abun­

dance, had not been annihilated, tho’ by the 

circumftances of  the times, the exifting abun­

dance had been reduced.

T h o ’  it had been the general policy of 

Strafford, to difcourage the woollen manufac­

ture
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taire, and to encourage that of linen, yet fo 

little effect had his endeavours in depreffing 

the manufacture of wool, that in 1697 it ftill 

remained in fuch a date as to alarm the 

iealouly of England. In confequence of this 

jealouiy,. the Englifh legislature, by the moft 

wanton exercife which they had ever made of 

the affumed power of legiflating for Ireland, 

prohibited the export of woollens from this
•

country. Under fuch reftrictions, it was im-

• poffible that the manufacture lhould profper. 

It funk to a very low ebb indeed ; the in* 

duftry of the nation thus restrained, loft its 

I energy, and that character of idlenefs with 

which the lower order of  people in Ireland are 

now branded, was impreffed by the fetters 

which then chained their exertions.

If  Ireland, a Gentury back was fitted to ex­

cel in the woollen manufacture, fne is not 

now incapacitated for it. If  any prefent im­

pediments be in her way, they are fuch as a 

policy, contrary to that which created them, 

may remove. This we fhall fee more fully, 

when in the courfe of  our obfervations on

this



this manufacture, we come to confider fpeci- 

fically what thofe impediments are.

A t  prefent, Ireland undoubtedly poiTeffes 

means of carrying the manufacture of wool much 

farther than fhe has yet done. O f  the raw ma­

terials Jhe poflefies much, which either in its 

rude ftate, or in a ftate o f  half manufacture, 

is exported. O f  the latter kind— worfted—  

lhe exported in 1792, 53,644 ftones, and of 

yarn, 2,220 ilones. From this, however, it is 

not meant to infer, that fhe has wool in l'uch 

abundance as to be adequate to a very extenfive 

demand. At prefent her whole growth of 

wool, is not, perhaps, equal to her confump- 

tion. But there is the beft reafon to be­

lieve, that means could be devifed, by which 

not only the quality o f  wool might be improved, 

but the growth o f  it encreafed to a degree that 

would be commenfurate to the demand o f  a 

very flourifhing manufacture. On a pofmon 

lo interefting, we may be permitted to offer 3 

few obfervations.

The rearing of  fheep in Ireland has been 

neglected to a degree for which no adequate

reafoq
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reafon can be given. It is true, indeed, that 

when the export of woollens from Ireland 

was prohibited, and the manufacture of  courfe 

declined, the growth of the material muft have 

become an object of much lefs impprtance , 

yet as the export o f  the material to England 

was permitted, fubfequent to that period, and 

in England found not a bad market, and as 

the fleece, too, was but a collateral object to 

the farmer, it appears ftrange, that wool fhould 

have been fo neglected, as to have rifen to a 

price beyond the capacity o f  the manufacture 

to pay. But whatever may have been thé 

caufe of relinquifbing, to fo great a degree, 

the rearing of  fheep, it is fufficiently clear, 

that in order to extend our woollen manu, 

facture, the attention o f  the farmer, or o f  the 

grazier rather, muft be again turned to this 

object. Nor are there wanting powerful argu­

ments to evince, that it is his intereft to at­

tend to it. Sheep are, of all animals, thofe 

by which the foil, on which they feed, is moft 

enriched. They are more productive than 

black cattle, and, in a country like this, where 

fo much land is occupied by thefe latter,

iheep

1 4 3
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iheep could be reared in very great abun­

dance, almoft without any additional expence. 

In proportion, indeed, to the numbers placed 

on a given portion of land, does its ability to 

maintain them encreafe, fo that could the 

grazier be brought to underftand his own 

interefr, nothing would be more eafv than to 

encreafe the growth of  iheep in Ireland to a 

greater extent. Nor is the growth of  tillage, 

which undoubtedly lhould be in every coun­

try a primary o b je t ,  incompatible with an 

encreafe o f  fheep— for, as tillage and agricul­

ture improve, the e creafed quantity of arti­

ficial graiTes, will always furnilh more than 

an adequate fupport for the encreafed num­

ber o f  fheep. For a full illuftration of  thefe 

pofiâons, and a more difFufe and ample expli­

cation of them, Mr, . Anderfon’ s valuable bookq/y.cUft+0
on the means o f  exerf i-ng a fpirit o f  .nation­

al induftry in Scotland, may be referred to. 

T h e  reaipnings which it contains on thefe 

fubje&s, though intended to apply to that 

country, will be found to be in mo it in Iran ces, 

perfectly applicable to the irate of Ireland, 

W hat are the be ft means to d i re f t  the atten­

tion



tion of the farmer and grazier to this- im­

portant object, it is not our bufinefs at pre­

fent to enquire; but if  it appears that the

thing propofed is not only confident with the

intereft of thefe defcriptions, but in a great 

degree promotive of i t , 'o n e  cannot poffibly 

believe, that fome fuch effectual modes mavJ
not be devifed.

As the material is capable of  being thus 

increafed till it becomes commenfurate to any 

extent o f  manufacture which Ireland can ever 

attain, it is equally certain, that by proper at­

tention it is alfo capable o f  being improved 

in quality. No pofition feems to have been 

more clearly proved by the writers on this 

fubjeci than that the wool o f  a country may

be improved in two ways ; the one by im­

proving the breed of  fheep, for which is re­

quired only care to felect and purchafe 

breeders from thofe places where the wool is 

moft excellent, and the other by a little cir- 

cumfpection in the management of the fheep- 

It would be eafy to give a volume on this part 

of the fubject, but as it could only be a tran-

L  fcript
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fcript o f  what has been already faid by two 

very able writers— Smith* and Anderfon,t 

we fhall content ourfelves with referring to 

them for a more copious detail.

S E C T I O N
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O f  th e  M a n u f a c t u r e  of N e w  D r a p e r y .

This Branch has made confiderable prcgrefs, prin­

cipally from the judicious Encouragement which 

has been given to it— In New Drapery the Com­

petition with Great Britain is mofi likely to fuc- 

ceed, and why— Injlances in which England has 

fuperior Advantages as to this article— I  fiefe 

make it neceffary to ajfift this Manu failure—  

What Modes o f Encouragement are likely to be 

ufeful— Circumftances that recommend New Dra­

pery, and fuggeftions for their Improvement— State 

of the Progrefs o f this Manufacture in Ireland*

T h i s  manufacture come recommended to us 

by a variety o f  circumftances. O f  thofe, the 

the moil ftriking, perhaps, are the improve­

ment and increafe o f  it under all the diffi­

culties with which it has had to ftruggle.

In many of the articles o f  new drapery,

under which are comprehended Shalloons, 

Durants, Calimancoes, Everlaftings, Sattinets, 

Broad and Narrow Stuffs, Plufhes, Crapes, Tab-

L z  binets
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binets and Poplins, our progrgfs has been im- 

menfe. In tabinets and poplins, particularly, Ire­

land has long been fuperior to her competitors ; 

but as of thefe a large part of the material, viz. the 

warp, is filk, they may feem not properly to rank 

under the head o f  woollen manufacture. In 

other articles, however, her advances have 

been alfo confiderable. In durants, or fingle 

fluffs, we have quadrupled the quantity which 

was manufaóiured amongft us twenty years 

back, and the improvement in quality has kept 

pace with the encr,eafe o f  quantity. For tex- , 

ture and finifhing they are little, if  at all, in- 

fer io n oth e  beff of their kind in England, notwith- 

itanding the decided fuperiority which the 

Englishman enjoys in the article o f  fpinning.

T h e  progrefs which this branch o f  the ma­

nufacture has made within a few years, is a 

proof o f  the efficacy o f  judicious encourage­

ment ; for this fpecies o f  goods was but little 

known as a manufacture in this country until 

the parliamentary bounties were given under 

the direction o f  the Linen Board in 85. T o  

the judicious difpofition by the board of  the

fum
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fum granted at that time we may attri­

bute other advantages which have refulted to 
manufactures, befides a mere encreafe of them* 

By offering premiums 011 the fale of 

goods of  a certain defcription, in feveral of 

the principal market towns appointed by them, 

they not only promoted the manufacture, but 

fixed it in that fituation where its profperitv 

is likely to be moil advantageous to thofe en­

gaged in it, and beneficial to the public, viz. in 

the country. It is in confequence of this well- 

judged plan, that, in a fingle market, that of 

Maryborough m the Queen’ s county, wool­

lens, principally durants, are fold monthly to 

the amount of feveral thoufand pounds. Much, 

however, ot this profperity is due to the mu­

nificent encouragement and protection afforded 

to the manufacturer in this quarter by Sir J. 

Parnell, whofe conduct in this inftance, holds' 

out an example to the men of landed property, 

which, it generally imitated, would, in a very 

few years, give the interior of Ireland an ap­

pearance of induftry and comfort, very diffe­

rent indeed from that which it has fo long 
exhibited.

O f
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O f  fattinets, calimancoes, and double fluffs, 

the manufacture has not been equally fuc* 

cefsful. T h e  demand for thefe three fpecies 

o f  goods has been fomewhat reftrained by the 

growing ufe o f  other manufactures, for inftance, 

cotton, which, in fome provinces, has almoft fu- 

perfeded the life o f ' f lu f f s  in the cioathing of 

the lower clafsof females, while among the mid­

dle clafs o f  women, the fine kinds o f  leather have 

taken place of fattinet and callimancoes for fhces. 

In many of the articles o f  men’ s wear a!fo, 

cotton is ufed inftead of  various kinds of 

worfled manufacture. Still, however, the con­

fumption is coniiderable, and • the quality of  

the goods made, refpectable.

It is in thefe manufactures, that Ireland 

feems to have the beft chance of fuccefsr 

ful competition with her experienced and 

powerful rival, Great Britain ; for in thefe 

manufacturés, if we except the article of 

fpinning, in which,* indeed, England is great­

ly beyond us, lhe enjoys fomething more 

near a parity of advantages. Our woo!, how­

ever inadequate it may at prefent be in quan­

tity
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tity or quality, to an extenfive manufacture 

of  old drapery, appears to bear a very ref- 

pedtable proportion to any confumption or ex­

port o f  new drapery, on which we can pro­

bably reckon. This, too, is a branch which 

requires much lefs capital, and confiderably 

lefs (kill, than the manufacture of broad 

cloths, and befides thefe circumftances, it is a 

branch which is already widely diffufed, and is 

capable of being extended ftill more widely 

thro’ the country. W e  have already a firmer 

hold of the home-market in this inftance than 

the other, and in foreign markets we have 

long fince made many fuccefsful effays. Thefe 

are advantages ; but they have not been found 

fo deciiive as to enable the manufac­

ture to makç the reft of its way alone. The 

Englifh manufacturer ftill enjoys a great fupe- 

riority over us in point of wool, and this 

circumftance in his favour is much enhanced 

bv the greater excellence of the Englifh fpinning. 

Thefe radical advantages, too, produce others, 

which fpread themfelves throughout the whole 

procefs of the manufacture. The Englifh work­

man, for example, having better materials to work
on,



on, can work for lefs than the Iriihman, and yet 

have earned more at the week’ s end ; and the 

goods when made of  thofe more excellent mate­

rials, admit with more eafe a higher finilh : thev
o  7  J

look fmoother to the eye while raw, and when 

preiTed, have a higher glofs. W ith  thefe ad­

vantages againft him, the Irifh manufacturer 

has long firuggled, and in defpite of them 

has made much way ; his endeavours then,

deferve afliftance, and with but little help it

is highly probable he would overcome the diffi­

culties that impede him. T h o ’ this is not the 

place for pointing out at large what aids may

be given him with good effect, it may

be permitted to throw out a few hints on that 

fubject.

In the firit infiance, then, whatever means, 

whether by premium or other modes, are ta­

ken to improve the fpinning of  worfted, will 

effentially ferve the manufacture. T h e  kind of 

fpinning which prevails in Ireland is gene- 

lally o f  the moft ilovenly and clumly kind. 

It is fitted well enough for coarfe manufac- 

ture, but not at all adapted for the finer

works.
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works. Where the pound and half of wool (the 

quantity which, when fpun, is called a ball) 

is fpun into fix or eight fkains, this kind of 

fpinning anfwers, but when this weight is to 

be fpun to twelve, or from that to twenty fkains, it 

is productive of the worft confequences. Even 

in the ten ikain work, where the thread is defign­

ed to be wrought tingle, the workman often 

finds himfelf incapable of going on from the 

defect in the fpinning ; the loofenels o f  the 

tvvift occalions the thread to break on the leaft ten- 

fion. T o  remedy this, recourfe is had to repeated 

fizings, by which much of the workman’ s time is 

wafted, while himfelf, provoked by difappoint- 

ment, and the lofs of time and labour, is driven 

to diflipation, and falls into all the evils with 

which diflipation is attended.

Nothing would conduce more to the prof- 

perity of thofe manufactures, than preventing 

the fame workman from fucceflively engaging 

in different branches. At prefent, he who is 

this week engaged in weaving durants, or 

fluffs made of fingle worded, three-quarters 

of a yard wide, w'ill probably next week be
turned
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turned to double fluffs, or fluffs made' o f  

firong worfled doubled and twifled, and not 

more than fifteen or fixteen inches wide ; the 

following week it is poffible he may be em­

ployed in weaving tabbinets or poplins, of 

which the warp is filk ; and from this light­

est kind of work, may change, perhaps, to 

fne heaviefl kind of  worfled manufacture, fat- 

tinet or everlafling. T h e  rapidity o f  thefe 

tranfitions produces the worit effects on the 

manufacture, and as we have elfe where ob- 

ferved, neceliarily tends to enhance the price 

o f  labour, as well as injure the quality o f  the 

goods. T h e  poverty o f  the employer, or his 

want of  demand, gives rife to this practice, 

aRd perpetuates it 5 for when either o f  thefe 

cauies renders him unable to find continual 

employment for his workman, he is obliged 

to engage elfewhere on fuch jobs as he can 

procure, however diffimilar from that on which 

he was lafl employed. A  fooliih emulation 

among the employers themfelves to keep as 

many workmen or looms at work as poffible, 

adds to this neceflity which their want of capital 

creates ; perhaps, indeed, this vviih to over-?
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work their ftock, is the grand error among 

the manufacturers of New Drapery.

However plauiible it may appear in theory, 

that a manufacture thrives befi when left to 

itfelf without refiriCtions of any kind, it is 

certain that this complete liberty has rather 

injured than ferved the manufacture of which we 

are now fpeaking. The uniteadinefs of the em­

ployment generally afforded by the taaiter manu­

facturers, befides the evil o f  making the work­

man frequently change the fpecies of his employ­

ment, has occafioned an evil of perhaps itill 

greater magnitude. It has forced eveiv man 

who could purchafe the materials for a fingle 

piece of goods, to fct up for himfelf, and 

trade on this miferable capital, which, could 

he have procured confiant work as a journey­

man or undertaker, he would never have 

done. A  man thus poor, in the firft initance 

purchafes the worft fluff he can find 5 in the 

next, he endeavours to make up thefe materials 

in fuch a manner that the quantity he poffef- 

fes may produce the greateit poffible length 

of manufactured goods. By thefe means,
and



and by working up tliefe fcar.ty materials in 

a baity and imperfect manner, which he is 

obliged to do in order to have a quick return of  

his capital that he may live, on the profits, 

he brings goods of  the very worft quality to 

market. O f  thefe he is enabled to difpofe 

at a much lower price than the more wealthy 

manufacturer who ufes the beil materials, and 

m proper quantities : and in confequence of  this 

b w e r  price, and the affiduity with which he ob­

trudes his goods on purchafers wherever they can 

be found, they are very often bought in preference 

to thofe o f  a better kind ; the more fo, becaufe thefe 

poor manufacturers, in many jnitances, ufe thç 

difhoneft artifice o f  making w'hat they call a 

felling end to their good% i. e, making a few 

of the exterior folds o f  a better quality than 

the bulk o f  the piece, which, from the man- 

nei o f  rolling^ cannot be examined until it 

comes to be retailed in the fh^p. W h en 

goods o f  this defcription have been a W'hile 

worn their defects appear, the character of 

the manufacture fuffers, the confumption de- 

creafes, and the honeft manufacturer is fome, 

times obliged to give up the buiinefs.



For this evil a remedy feerns much more 

eafv to be found than for thofe above mentioned. 

Nothing more would be neceffiary than to ef- 

tablifh certain places where goods of this fpecies 

fhould be meafured, rolled and fealed by an in- 

fpedtor, or officer appointed for this purpofe, 

whofe duty it fhould be alfo, to examine the qua­

lity, breadth, and ftamina of the goods, and 

refufe to put the feal to any which fhould be 

materially deficient in any of thefe points.

Some years back an office*of this kind did 

exift in Ireland, but, at the unanimous 

inflance of  all the manufacturers, the office 

was abolifhed. He was called Alnager, andie-  

ceived a fmall fum of two-pence, or there­

about, in proportion to the weight of the piece, 

for fealing it. Nor were the manufacturers 

wrong in calling for the abolition of this of­

fice, fuch as it then exifted, for nothing was 

r e a l l y  done in it but receiving the money and 

affixing the feal, which was placed, without ex­

amination, to goods ot every quality, good and 

bad. Though it was the duty of the officer to 

examine, meafure, and roll each piece before
he
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he fealed it, the goods were, latterly, brought 

to him meafured and rolled up, and, without 

any examination o f  their quality, he gave 

them the ftamp o f  public authenticity. Such 

an office was an ufelefs excife on the manu­

facture ; if  the duty were properly difcharged

nothing would have contributed more to its 

profperity and extenfion.

It is a circtimftance much in favour o f  new 

drapery, that it has already a ftronger hold o f  

tl.e home market, and, therefore, a greater 

chance of fecuring it altogether than the other 

branches o f  the woollen manufacture. It has 

already acquired a liability which better en­

ables it to ftand the fhock o f  táritifh compe- 

tion ; and, exclu five o f  this advantage, it is fe- 

cured by a duty o f  2d. per yard on the im- 

poit o f  foreign goods o f  this denomination, 

a duty which, confidering its ratio to the 

average value o f  new drapery, feems to b<= a 

fufficient protection to it againft ftrangers. 

New di apery, too, has a much greater chance 

o f  becoming an article o f  confiderable export 

than old drapery, as well becaufe we have al­

ready
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ready made greater advances in it, and have 

gone farther towards a fupply o f the home 

market, as becaufe we have already, and, in­

deed, a good while Cnee, exported coniider- 

able quantities. It is well known, that new 

draperies, particularly double fluffs and cam- 

blets, found their way to the Portugal mar­

ket many years back : and the following ac­

count from the infpe&or general’ s books, fhevvs 

that our exports of th ii  article have been very 

confiderable.

Export o f New Drapery.

Y  ears, ending in March. Yards Exported,

1780 8,653

>-< O
O

H
i 1 286,859

1782 336,807

1783 583,661

1784 666,293

1

C
O

 

h*I 7 7 0 , 0 3 2

1786 349,628

1

C
O»-* 206,849

V-» C
O

C
O 1 3 I5>111

1789 363,196

1790 352,022
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Y  ears, ending in March. Y  ards Exported*

Such a manufacture in a national point o f  

view deferves peculiar attention ; the more fo, 

becaufe, however great our advances in it 

may have been, it is unqueftionably capable 

o f  being carried to a m uch greater extent, 

were the impediments to it which we have 

mentioned above, removed or leiFened. T h e  

decreafe in the export for the three laft years, 

ihews, that thefe impediments are not inopera­

tive ; for though the war, and the difturbed 

ftate o f  the continent, may have been one caufe 

o f  the deficiency, yet it is highly probable the 

other caufes have contributed to it.

Every fpecies o f  new drapery, except, per­

haps, tabbinets and poplins, which are con­

nected with the filk manufacture, may be car­

ried on to more advantage in the country than 

in the metropolis. M uch of this branch is al-

1 7 9 1

1792

1793
1794

1795

320,491

384» 39g 
140,294 

206,547 

105,283

ready

i



i 6 e

ready eftablifhed there in confequence o f  the 

judicious aids o f  bounties, & c . which 

w e have already mentioned, It is, however, 

principally the durant trade which .has thus 

yielded to their operation, and even o f  thefe 

a good part o f  the procefs o f  the manufacture 

is performed in the metropolis ; for inftance, 

the dyeing, preiîîng, and other operations o f  

finifhing. Thefattinet, calimanco, and double 

ftu ff trade, is yet feated in D u b lin . W e re  

there halls for the fale o f  linifhed goods, eita- 

blifhed in the principal town o f  each countv, the 

mafter manufacturer would find it his intereft 

to carry on the whole o f  the manufacture in 

the country, particularly i f  the prefles and 

other finiihing apparatus, w hich are too expett- 

five* for the poorer clafs o f  manufacturers to 

purchafe for their individual ufe, were ereét-

M  ed

*  A t  prefent the m id d lin g  and  lo w e r  clafles o f  m a n u fac-  

$urers in D u b lin ,  n o t b ein g  able  to  fp are  100 or 150I. fo r  pref- 

fes, dyeing-coppers, & c . h ire  the la tter  b y  the d a y ;  and  fo rp ref-  

fes, there are (hops to  w h ich  the g o o d s  are fent, and  pieiTed a t  

fo m u ch  per piece. T h e fe  p laces, w h ic h  are  c a lle d  

P ress S hops, in fom e m eafure  ferve  fo r  h a lls ,  as the 

g o o d s  w h en  finiihed are le it  there fo r  fa le , an d  th ither 

the c o u n t iy  ihop-keepers re fo rt to  purchafe. T h e  a d ­

vantages th a t  w o u ld  refu lt fro m  h a v in g  fom e fu ch  eila* 

bli£hment in the c o u n try ,  are obvious.



ed there for hire, as is now done in Dublin. 

W ith  fuch inilitutions to invite them, moft 

certainly thefe manufactures would fix them- 

felves in the country, and thrive to a degree, 

•which cannot be expected, while they are 

carried on in the drunkennefs, extravagance, 

and diffipation o f the capital.

S E C T IO N
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O f  O l d  D r a p e r y .

fV e  are not fo  near England in Old as in New  

Drapery— Caufes o f mir Inferiority— Yet Improve­

ment in this Manufafture is within our power 

— Reafons why we f/m ld perfevere in the profe- 

cution o f it— drawn from the advances already 

made— and other cimmftances— Particular Modes 

o f improving and promoting this Manufacture 

— Vtew of the manner in which this Ma~ 

mi failure is carried on in England— Compared 

with thofe in Ireland.

I n  the manufacture of old drapery we do 

not fe e m  to come fo near a competition with 

England, nor are we for fome time likely to 

do fo, as in new drapery. In woo], at pre-r 

fent, fhe has greatly the advantage, both as 

to quality and price, She is above us alfo in 

ikill in the different operations o f thq manu­

facture, fhe excels us in her arrangements, 

?nd has a greater capital. Yet, great as thefe 

advantages are, it would be madnefs in Ire­

land to relinquifh this manufacture, becaufe in '

M  2 all
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all thefe inftances, improvement is within her 

fèach. Undoubtedly, by proper encourage­

ment, the growth o f  wool (as has been al­

ready obferved) might be encreafed, without 

any diminution or retardment o f tillage. A s  

the growth may be encreafed, fo- may the 

quality o f  our wool be .improved, by attend­

ing to the breed and management o f our 

fheep, as to a matter o f national concern. 

Skill is the refait o f experience, w'hich 

w ill grow as the manufacture fpreads, and o f 

attention, which i§ within our own power. 

T h e  arrangements o f England in the ma­

nagement o f her manufacture are known, and 

we may at this moment, if  we pleafe, adopt 

them. W ith  refpeCt to capital, we have already 

feen that the inferiority o f  Ireland, is fometimes 

rather acknowledged than felt, and in fupe- 

rior induftry, and encreafed œconomy, we may 

find m uch to relieve it. Inftead, therefore, 

o f  g iv in g  up in defpair, a manufacture, in 

which, tho’ we do not yet excel, yet excel­

lence is attainable, i f  fteadily purfued, it 

more becomes us to redouble our efforts, and
1

tp pay a more attentive regard to their direction.

In
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In this manufacture Ireland has not to con­

tend with a competitor who advances as fhe is 

purfiied, and who can, therefore, be overtaken 

but when the difference of growing improve­

ments fhall be equal to the prefent diftance ; 

the woollen manufacture o f Great Britain has 

bee», for a confiderable length of time, either 

declining, or ftationarv, and, therefore, what­

ever advances Ireland fhall make in this in- 

ilance,. will bring her fo much nearer to 

equality with her great rival.

That this country is fitted for the manufac­

ture of old drapery is moil ftrongly evinced 

by the progrefs fhe has made in it, notwith- 

ilanding her deficiency in materials, a lefs capital 

than her competitor, and the difcouraging re- 

ftraints under which it had fo long lain. D uring 

a century o f depreffion much wool had been 

made into cloth or frizes ; her poor, who confumed 

more wool than the poor of any other country, 

were generally clad in home manufacture, and 

fince the reftrictions on the trade o f the country ; 

have been removed, the manufacture for fale

has



has encreafed conûderably. 1  hough the ira* 

port of old drapery has been augmented 

largely within that time, the circumftance is 

accounted for by the grow ing confum ptionof 

the country, in which encreafed confumption 

the Irifh old drapery has had its lhare. Some 

has even been exported, and at leaft a begin­

nin g  has been made in competing with E ng­

land even in foreign markets. T h e  following 

extraits indicate the encreafe in the manufac­

ture o f  old drapery, for there can be no doubt 

but the home confumption has encreafed in as 

great a latio as the export.

i  6 6

Old Drapery exported in the

Years, ending 25th March. Yards*

1788 - 7.747
1789 - 7.833

179 ° - 7,842

I 791 - i 5>o85
l l 9 z . -> 18,669

1793 - I 9>3^9
1794 ■è 21,237

*795 - 22,739

In the five years immediately preceeding

the



the export was much more confiderable, but in 

thofe years the trade was over worked. The 

efforts made by our merchants at that time were 

much beyond either their ftrength, or the demand 

of the markets. The confequence was, that in 

that year (88) the exports fuddenly fell to their 

natural level, perhaps below it ; fincethat period 

they have grown naturally with the growing ex­

tent of the manufacture, and there is reafon 

to hope, that, with proper care, they will con­

tinue to encreafe. That this hope is not with­

out foundation will appear, from confidering 

that France, the great rival of England in the 

clothing trade, has been obliged, by her re­

cent dittradtions, to relax, if  not give up al­

together, her attention to this manufacture. 

I f  Ireland exert herfelf as fhe may do, it is 

natural to expect that (he will find new chan­

nels open to her induftry in this way, w'hich, 

heretofore, fhe could not have hoped for. Be­

fore fhe can avail herfelf, however, o f the of­

fered opportunity, much is to be done, and 

much changed in the procefs of this manu­

facture. O f thofe changes, and thofe improve­

ments
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ments we will here fuggeft fuch as can­

not he ranked under any o f the general 

heads o f  improvement, to which the latter 

part o f  this eiTay fhall be devoted.

W ith  refpeCt to the manufacture ôf1 fine 

cloths, as the material is foreign both to 

England and us, we have, in this inftance, 

equal advantages with England if  we pleafe 

to avail ourfelves o f  them, except as to the 

mei e aCt o f manufacturing. W e , as well as 

Great Britain, may import our wool immedi­

ately from Spain, and yet it is certain, that 

the greater part o f the Spaniih wool which is 

ufed in Ireland is imported from England, by 

which the Irifh manufacturer, in the firft 

place lofes the amount o f  two commiflions 

and the profit o f  the Britifh merchant, and in 

the fécond, he gets wool of an inferior qua* 

lity# Whatever may tend to induce, or to en­

able our manufacturers, or our merchants to 

import the material o f  our fuperfines immedi- 

ately from Spain will be productive o f  a dou­

ble benefit ; it will not only enable the clo­

thier to bring his goods cheaper and better to

market,



market, by giving him the primum cheaper, 

and better, but it will, probably open 

a new vent in that country for fome o f the 

manufactures of this in return, or it will en­

creafe the quantity of the exports which we 

alreadv make there— Both of thefe are objects
*

worth attention.

Ireland, ii  ̂the manufacture of fuperfine cloths, 

is confiderably inferior to her neighbour as to 

the article of finifhing. This is an obfervation 

which would, perhaps, hold equally true in many 

other branches o f the woollen manufacture, but 

the defect is felt here with peculiar inconveni* 

ence, becaufe it is the excellence of the fi- 

niihing in thefe which conftitutes much of the 

value of the goods. In manufactures confumed 

by the opulent, the vain, or the luxurious, 

colour, luftre and foftnefs, are effential quali­

ties. It has been faid, that there is iome- 

thing in the foil of England which impreg­

nates its waters with qualities for dying, that 

are in vain fought in the waters of Ire­

land. The water o f  the Thames, too, was faid 

to pofiefs qualities which peculiarly fitted it
for
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for the brewing o f  porter ; experience, how­

ever, has fhewp, that it poiTeifed no fueh ex- 

clufive excellence, and, probably, if  the Irifh 

clothier would life the neceifary precautions, 

and take the r.eceifary care to procure good 

dye-ftufFs, and ikillful dyers, the inferiority of 

Irifh water would be found to be equally 

ideal in the one cafe, as it has been in the 

other— For our inferiority in preffing no'caufe 

can be affigned, but flovenly, or negligent work- 

manihip.

After the fcarcity, or.coarfenefs o f  our wool, 

the next great evil under which the manufac­

ture o f Ireland labours, is the want of W ool- 

forters. Thefe are men who buy wool in the 

pack, and afterwards fort it into different kinds 

fitted for the feveral various ufes which the 

manufacture requires. W here thefe men are 

known, the manufacturer o f  moderate capital 

who is unable to buy his wool in very large 

quantities, reforts to them, and takes at a price pro­

portionable to the finenefs o f  the fort he wants, 

and the rate o f  the grofs wool, that kind 

which exaCtly fuits him. In Ireland, where

there
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there are no wool-forters, the poorer manufaCtur* 

ers labour under moft diitreiling difad vantages ; 

they are obliged to apply to the richer manu­

facturers, who purchafe their wool in large quan­

tities, and then fort it for their own ufe. The 

rich manufacturer deals with the poor one, 

on fuch terms as one rival may be fuppofed 

to give another. He gives him the refufe of 

the wool at a very high price, and, it fre­

quently happens, that of the kind wanted by 

the poor man, none can be fpared ; he is 

then obliged to take that which comes neareft 

to what he wants, forts it for himfelf, and 

rejects, to abfolute lofs, what will not anfvver 

his end. The rich manufacturer, in the mean 

time, is, perhaps, not lefs a lofer than the poor 

one ; for, after forting his wool, thofe parts 

which he has not occafion for himfelf, re­

mains ufelefs on his hands, until fome other 

manufacturer may want it, and, perhaps, for 

the whole o f it he may never find a pur-
' I

chafer*

The magnitude of the mjichiefs which refait 

to the manufacture from wrant of wool-forters,

is
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is apparent from this circumfiance, that tlie price 

o f  forted wool is nearly twice as dear in this 

country as in England, while the price of 

Irifh fleece-wool is very far from being fo much 

dearer than that o f England* This exorbitance 

in the price o f  forted wool, arifes from the 

neceffity under which the manufacturer la­

bours, o f  making fuch parts o f  his wool as 

he can difpofe of, compenfate for the lofs 

which he fuffers by thofe kinds, for which 

he may never get a purchafer. W here wool* 

Sorters are eftabliihed, they are enabled to 

fell every fort o f  wool Separately, making a 

moderate charge for their trouble and the 

ufe o f  their Capital, by which the manufactu­

rer obtains, on reafonable terms, the exact 

kind which he may want, inftead o f  the 

half-forted wool, which, in Ireland, he buys 

from his more wealthy rival.

It is equally neceiTary to the luccefs oF 

the clothing trade, as to that o f  new drape­

ry, that it be carried on in the country ; 

for the high price o f the neceflaries o f life in 

Dublin, weighs as much againft one manu­

facture

i



failure as the other. Combination among the 

workmen, which is always more prevalent 

in great cities, than in the country, is equal­

ly adverfe to its profperitv, and the intempe­

rance and iilenefs to which the town exhi­

bits fuch ftrong temptations, arq no lefs in- 

confiftent with its advancement. T o  ç o m r  

penfate thefe difadvantages, the manufacture 

o f  old drapery derives no benefit from it? 

contiguity to the metropolis, for in clothing, 

the changes o f faihion are neither fo frequent, 

nor fo rapid, as to make it necefiary that thp 

manufacturer fhould be on the fpot to catch 

them as they rife, as is the cafe in filks, and 

the finer manufactures.

But much is yet to be done, before it will 

be poiTible to transfer the manufacturers of 

cloth to the conntry. It will be neceflary to 

adopt all the arrangements of England in 

this trade, before we can hope to make cloth- 

weaving a ruftic manufacture. A  fketch of 

thefe arrangements, will not, perhaps, be thought 

foreign from the fubject o f  this Eflay. They 

relate principally to the lituation of the ma­

nufacturer,
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R u fatu ier, and to the el'tablifhments which 

have been nude to afford him convenience.

O f  thefe latter, the principal is the efta- 

blifhment o f  halls in the chief towns o f the 

manufacturing counties, which ferve at once 

as markets and repofitories for cloth, and in 

many inftances, for every other kind o f wool­

len goods. T o  thçfe halls there belong fac­

tors, men o f refpetab 'e  property, to one or 

other o f  whom the manufacturer who lives 

at a diftance, configns his goods.

I f  the goods do not meet an immediate 

market, the factor advances the manufactu­

rer cafh to the amount of nearly their value, 

having the goods as a depofit. W hen thefe 

are fold, he repays himfelf, with commiffion 

and intereft for his advance.

In thofe towns where cloth-halls are efta- 

blithed, there are generally wool-forters, from 

whom the cloth-maker when he fells his 

goods, may immediately purchafe fuch wools, 

and in fuch quantities, as he wants. B y  thefe 

two eftablifhments, the poorer manufacturers



are enabled to carry on their bufinefs on a 

finall capital ; the ability of taking up cafh 

from the factor, anfwering nearly the fame 

end as an immediate file, and the eftablifh- 

ment of the hall giving fecurity to the factor 

for his advances.

Befides thefe benefits which refult to the 

manufacturer from thefe halls, others are de­

rived to the purchafer, and to the general 

intereft of the manufacture itfelf. No goods 

are fold in the halls until they have under­

gone a very minute infpection, by which any 

faults in them are detected, and proper de­

ductions made from the owners. Thus 

the purchafer is fecured from fraud, and the 

character of the manufacture preferved. T he 

examination which the goods undergo, is called 

■perking, and confifts in viewing the piece in 

every part, when hung up before the light.

T he goods thus fold in the halls, are ge­

nerally rough cloths ; they are finifhed by the 

merchant who purchafes, and who, depending 

for his profit on the excellence of the finiih-

ing



ing, is as careful o f  this as poffible. T h e  

poorer manufacturers would not be able, from 

the finallnefs o f their capital, to perform this 

part o f  the manufacture, with fo m uch advan­

tage, as the apparatus for finilhing is inevita­

bly very expeniive, and it is neceiTary that a 

eonfiderable quantity o f  goods be finifhed to­

gether, in order to finiih at once cheaply and 

well.

Perhaps it would be for the intereft o f  fe, 

veral branches o f new drapery alfo, if  the poorer 

manufacturer would thus difpofe o f  his goods, 

in a rough itate, to thofe who would be bet­

ter able to finiih them with care and excel­

lence. In the durant trade, this is already 

the prevailing mode, particularly in the coun­

try markets. However, as the manufacturers 

in the other branches have a propenfity to 

finiih, or get their goods finiihed for them- 

felves, in order to have the profits o f  finiih­

ing, as well as manufacturing, it might be 

•ufeful to promote fuch eftablilhments in the 

country towns, as would enable them to do 

this with as much eafe anc} advantage, as

might
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might be ; it would be one o f the ftrongeit 

inducements to manufacturers to fettle in the 

country.

Having thus feen the eilabliihments which 

exift in the country parts o f England for the 

convenience of the cloth-maker, let us now ob- 

ferve the fituation of the cloth-maker himfelf : 

He is generally a man poifefTed of no great 

capital, occupying a fmall houfe, with a gar­

den for vegetables, but no farther a farmer 

than the cultivation of this garden makes him 

one, unlefs perhaps he holds land to graze a 

cow which gives milk to his family, and a horfe 

■which carries his cloth to the hall or market. In 

the manufacture of his cloth himfelf and each of 

his family is occupied, he in weaving, they 

in the various operations of carding, fpinning, 

fcribbling, winding, and picking. Thus occu­

pied, every one o f  his people is ufeful, and 

from the child of four years old, to the wo­

man of eighty, none eats idle bread. By the 

accumulated labours of thefe, a comfortable 

provilion is made for the w'hole, though eve-

N ry



ry part o f  the procefs o f the manufadture is 

paid for at a low rate. From this mode o f 

carrying on the bufmefs, the manufacturer is 

enabled to bring his goods cheap to market ; 

and, as every part of the procefs is performed 

under his own eye, the whole Í6 performed 

well. Other circumftances concur to make 

‘ his cloths good ; he confines himfelf to one fpe- 

cies, and he knows that whatever imperfecti­

on they may have will be detected at the 

hall, and proportional deductions made from 

their price.

It is obvious, that manufacturers thus fol­

lowing their bufinefs in the retirement o f  the 

country, without allurement to vice, opportu­

nity for combination, or ftrong incitements to 

idlenefs, affifted too, by the cheapnefs o f  ne- 

ceffaries, and the habit o f making all about 

them contribute their induftry to the com­

m on ftock, can carry on a manufacture with 

m uch more advantage, than thofe, who, like 

the manufacturers o f this counlry, are con­

fined within a licentious, extravagant, and idle

metropolis, where, as they muft fpend more,

they
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they can earn lefs, and where the family ge­

nerally depends on the labour o f its head.

It is worth while to coniider more minutely 

the procefs o f clothing in Ireland, and the fituati- 

on o f the clothier. In the country parts there are 

fcarcely any who make cloths and fell them in 

the rough ftate ; nor can it be reafonably ex­

pected their numbers ihould encreafe while 

there are no places for fale eftablifhed there. 

Even in the metropolis the manufacturer 

mull procure cuftomers for himfelf, not 

having any fixed repoiitory for the recep­

tion and fale o f  his goods.* Configned then 

to the capital, what is the: procefs o f the 

manufacture there ? The clothier buys his 

wool in large quantities ; he forts it, and as he 

wants only certain kinds o f  it, the remainder 

lies on his hands until fome poorer man wants, 

and then he difpofes o f  part o f this refidueat 

an exorbitant price in order to indemnify 

himfelf for the lofs o f  the reft for which 

he may never find fale. Such wool as he

N 2 means

I lie Irifh Woollen Warehoufe is not an inftitution o f  

this kind : for that is defigned merely for the retail trade, and  

is not a repofitory to which the mercer, or the merchant  

leforts for wholefale pur chafe.

I



means to ufe himfelf he does not get fpun, 

like the Engliih rough cloth makers, under 

his own eye ; he gives it to an undertaking 
—% , ^

fpinner, who keeps a number of fpinning wo­

men continually at work, fometimes fpinning 

coarfe, and fometimes fine yarn, as chance 

directs. By this unfteadinefs in the fpecies o f 

their work their fpinning is always imperfect, 

partaking o f the nature o f that kind in which 

they were îaft employed. T h e  fcribbling is 

alfo performed out of the clothier’ s fight, and 

imperfectly, becaufe the profit o f the under­

taker depends on his getting as m uch work 

as polïïble done for a certain fum. W hen the 

yarn is got home, it is again fent out o f the 

manufacturer’ s management to an undertaking 

weaver, wrho is paid by the yard, and accord­

ing to the finenefs o f the cloth. A s the w o rk ­

man is probably idle the two firft days o f the 

week, he haftens his labour towards the clofe 

o f it to compenfate for his idlenefs in its be­

ginning ; and as he is paid by the quantity, his 

object is to weave as many yards as pôffible in 

the remaining time. He therefore neglects the 

texture and accuracy o f his work, the more fo



as lie is too poor to pay for any faults he may 

commit, and, perhaps, would be fupported by a 

combination in refufing to pay, even if  he had 

the means.

If  the manufacturer be poor and unable to 

keep in employment more than one loom on 

which he works himfelf, the cafe is not mended. 

He is under the fame neceffity as the rich manu­

facturer to fend his wool to the undertaking 

fpinner, for cuftom would not fuiter his wife 

to fpin ; lhe probably does not know how, and 

will not condefcend to learn. A s he is a poor 

man, and his cuftom therefore not worth much 

attention, his yarn is fpun more negligently 

than that o f his rich neighbour, and befides 

this, his wool is worfe, for he is obliged to pur- 

chafe from the rich manufacturer his refufe wool 

at a high price. Under the prelfure o f thefe 

inconveniences he endeavours to make himfelf 

amends by deducting from the proper quantity o f 

warp of which his web lhould conlift, and alfo from 

the weft by laying it as thin as poffible in the cloth. 

T hus the fabrick is injured in its moft eifential 

quality, firipnefs ; and when it comes to be

worn
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worn, it melts away in a much lefs time than 

Englilh cloth of the fame denomination.

Such is the general ftate of the clothing trade 

in  D ublin— there are certainly fome exceptions. 

O f  fome cloth-makers the goods may vie with 

the beft imported ; but it is not to be expected 

that this clafs ihould be very numerous, while 

the procefs o f  the manufacture is thus car­

ried on by men not interefted in its ultimate 

fuccefs, who are not refponfible for negleCt, 

but, on the contrary, are prompted by the 

manner in which their earnings are afcertain- 

ed, and by their reiidence in a licentious and 

turbulent metropolis to w ork haftily and ill.

W ou ld  the limits o f  this eflay admit, or 

did the nature o f  it require us to point out 

minutely the means o f improving individu­

al manufactures, it would not be difficult to 

ihew how thefe errors in the arrangement of 

our woollen manufafture m ight be corrected 

by the eftablifhment o f  rough cloth markets 

in the country parts o f  this kingdom, by al­

low ing immunities and privileges o f  certain

kinds,

1 8 2



kinds, to thofe who ihould carry 011 the ma­

nufacture in the vicinity o f thefe markets, 

and who fliould alfo adopt the long-approved 

methods o f the Englifh clothiers. A s this, 

however, is not itriCtly within the fcope of 

this work, we fhall at prefent be content with 

repeating, that on a review o f the woollen 

manufacture in each of its branches, it appears that 

new drapery is more within the immediate reach 

of Ireland, as fhe has the wool fitted for that 

manufacture in greater abundance than clo­

thing w'ool, as fhe has already made a greater 

degree of proficiency in this, than in old dra­

pery— as fhe is more likely to fecure the home- 

market, and fhare the foreign ones, and as it 

generally requires lefs fkill and capital.

O f  old drapery it appears that Ireland has 

no reafoti to defpair, and that tho’ hitherto 

flie has not made any great advances in this 

branch, yet it would be madnefs to relinquifh 

it, becaufe the deficiency of wool, under which 

fhe in fome degree labours, may be removed, 

by due attention to the breed o f fheep, 

and in almoft every other initai^e, ihe en­

joys confiderable advantages. She fupplies al­

ready
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ready, a great part o f  her own confumption 

in coarfe cloths ; and in the fuperfines, which 

confift entirely o f foreign wool, fhe has the 

fame means o f  attaining excellence as Great 

Britain, and could fhe be brought to adopt, 

or rather were fuch iteps taken, as would 

enable her to adopt, the arrangements of 

Great Britain in this manufacture, there can 

be little doubt but fhe would foon make a 

rapid progrefs.

S E C T IO N



Of the C o t t o n  M a n u f a c t u r e .

Cotton Mann failure has already fpread itfelf— The 

Objection that the primura is not native, of lefs 

force in this y than in fome other Cafes— It admits 

Machinery— Some Branches o f this Manufacture 

not yet introduced here— The Cotton Manufacture 

generally may be carried on in the country% and really 

is fo  here— Linen Yarn ufed with Cotton Tam , 

in feveral kinds of Cotton Goods— This is a re­

commendation of it to Ireland— A  principal re­

commendation isy that the Value of the Manu­

factured Goods bears a very great proportion to 

that o f the prlmum in this branch ; it therefore 

requires lefs Capital— The Cotton Manufacture 

illujlrates the utility of moderate protecting Duties.

T h e  cotton manufadture, has, undoubt­

edly, very flrong claims to encouragement, 

Tho’ it is but new in Ireland, it 

has fhot its root deep in the foil, and has

fpread its branches over very diftant parts cf

the
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the country. Its congeniality to the difpofiti- 

on o f our people is proved by the excellence 

which they have attained in it within the 

courfe o f  a very few years, and that not in 

one province, but in feveral. W hat has been 

already done in it, is a fair fample o f  what 

may reafonably be expected.

One great advantage, indeed, is wanting in 

the cotton manufacture— the primum is not na­

tive. This çircumftance, however, is o f  the 

lefs importance in this inftance, as tho’ it is 

not grown in Ireland, there is yet little 

danger o f  a fcarcity, fin ce it is produced in fo 

many places, and under fuch circumftances, 

that there is no reafon to fear a monopoly. 

Tt is a recommendation too, that we have 

merchants among us who import the primum 

immediately from the W eft Indies, and in 

retin n, export the produce or manufactures of 

Ireland ; thus procuring the materials o f  one 

man u failure, by the finifhed goods o f  another. 

It were much to be wifhed, that all the cot­

ton ufed in the manufacture, were, as it might 

be, thus imported. Much is got thro’ the m e­

dium o f  Englifh merchants, by which it comes

dearer

\
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dearer to the manufacturer, and fo much of a
>

lucrative commerce is loft, as the returns 

would amount to.

There is no manufacture of foft goocfs,
» +

which more eafily admits machinery, or in 

which more machinery is ufed, tnan 

that of cotton. So far it is more eligible 

than others, becaufe by machinery, the 

effect or produce o f a given quantity o f  la­

bour is encreafed. Whatever aids from ma­

chinery Great Britain has attained, we have 

already adopted, or the moil of them— a cir- 

cumftance which not a little recommends the 

manufacture, becaufe experience has taught, 

in a variety of inftances, that there is a wide 

difference between the invention o f a machine 

to abridge labour, and the adoption or it in 

common ufe* Ignorance and piejudice will 

frequently oppofe the introduction o f  improve­

ments, and to invent, is often but to do half 

the bufinefs.

W ith  all the advantages which are derived 

from machinery in this manufacture, we are

vet
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yet in execution far behind Great Britain. 

In the coarfer kinds the difparity is indeed 

not very great, but in the finer goods we 

are by no means fo fuccefsful, and fome o f  

them we have not yet undertaken. In tiie 

higher price thickfets, or velveteens, we can­

not itand a competition either in quality or 

price with Manchefter, T h o u gh  we polfefsthe 

machinery which they ufe, we are not fo 

adroit as the Englifh manufacturers in the ufe 

or it ; and in thofe parts o f the manufacture 

which are performed by th e lia n d , our work, 

men have not yet acquired that facility and 
fcill which are feen in the Engliíh factories. 

It is to that caufe which in all our manufac­

tures is fuch a fertile fource o f m ifchief— the 

frequent changing o f the workmen from one 

fpec.es oi- goods to another that this is to be

attributed, nor is it rational to expeft

that the evil will be removed till the manu­

facturer is perfuaded, or enabled by a greater 

extenijon o f  his own capital, and o f  the ma.

nufciitme, to employ each workman on only
one fpecies o f  goods.

or
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O f that kind of cotton goods which is fre* 

quentlv ufed for waiitcoating, and known by 

the name o f  Marieilles-quilting, none is ma- 

nufa<tured in Ireland. In the finifhing of 

thefe goods, however, we are arrived at a very 

confiderable degree of excellence ; a great part 

o f what is confumed in Ireland is imported 

white, and printed or painted here. It is a 

branch which deferves peculiar attention, as 

whatever is added to the manufacture by this 

procels, is fo much clearly faved to the coun­

try. It is alfo likely in its tendency to acce­

lerate the introduction, and general diffufion 

o f  the manufacture itfelf, conftituting, as it 

does, a very important part of it. There 

feems, indeed, to be no reafon why the 

making of this kind of goods might not, in 

every part of it, be carried on as fuccefsfully 

in Ireland as any other branch of the cotton 

manufacture ; and there can be little doubt, 

but in a ihort time, the manufacturers will be 

roufed to exertion, and make for themfelves 

thofe goods which they now fo well finiih 

when imported.

W hen we confider whether or not a ma­

nufacture



nufactùre be fitted for this country, it is ne- 

cefiary, for reafons which we have given at 

large in the firft part o f this eflay, to fee 

whether it be one that may be carried on 

with equal advantage in the country as in the 

metropolis. Experience has fhewn, that the cot­

ton manufacture poifeifes this advantage in 

an eminent degree. T h e  firft fuccefsful eflay 

which was made to extend it in Ireland was 

made by Captain Brooke at Profperous in the 

county Kildare. T h e  country is indebted to 

the late Baron Hamilton for fimilar exertions 

at Balbriggan, a place ftill more diftant from 

the metropolis : and at prefent the manufac­

ture is carried on with more fpirit and fuc­

cefs at Belfaft than, perhaps, it is in Dublin, 

or its vicinity. That the country, where pro- 

vifions, houfe rent, and all the neceffaries o f  

life are cheapeft, is peculiarly fitted for the 

feat o f manufactures not immediately depend­

ing on the faihions o f  the court, or people 

o f  the upper ranks, feems to be fo obvious, 

that one wonders why it has not been ac­

knowledged and felt by the manufacturers 

themfelves. 1  he cotton manufacture affords a

new
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new illuftration of this truth ; for the cottort 

manufacturers of Belfaft are often able to un­

derfell in Dublin the Dublin manufacturer?, 

notwithftanding the expence of carriage from 

thence hither. They have, in many infiances, 

prevented them in flocking the market.

O f  what is generally called the cotton ma­

nufacture, there are fome fpecies in which li­

nen yarn, as well as cotton yarn, forms a 

part o f the materials. T h e  cheaper kinds of 

' fuftian are o f this defcription. A s Ireland en­

joys the advantage of having this article cheap­

er, and in greater abundance than Great B ri­

tain, thofe low priced fuftians feems to be, fo 

far, peculiarly fitted for her.

But befides this and the other advantages by 

which, we have feen, the cotton manufacture 

comes recommended to the attention of Ireland, 

there is one which gives it a decided claim to 

national protection, namely, the great propor­

tion which the price of the manufactured goods 

bears to that of the raw material, or the great

encreafe o f value which the manufacture gives
tt>
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to the materials on which it operates. In this 

refpeit it has greatly the advantage o f the lilk 

manufacture, in which the labour beftowed on 

the materials adds but very little to their firft 

value. T his will appear by comparing the 

profits produced on a given capital employed in 

thefe different branches. T h e  calculation is 

taken from Lord Sheffi eld’ s Obfervatior.s on the 

Trade, & c. of Ireland, and as it appears ac­

curate and minute, we ihall tranfcribe it :

“  Throw n lilk of 16 ounces to the pound 

given to be dyed produces 11 ounces when fit 

for the loom and cleared o f gum, & c. and is 

worth 40s.— it will produce (fuppofe exactly) 

nine yards of luftring, which at 6s. per yard, 

amount to 54s. or 14s. advance on the firft 

coft, and allowing to the mercer only 6s. for 

his profits, there will remain 8s. or one-fifth 

for the manufacture or national profit. I f  

Ireland imports annually ioo,ooolb. of raw filk, 

and fuppoling the profits on the other branches 

o f this manufacture to yield an equal benefit, 

the amount on the whole will be 40,000!. and 

to produce this the nation employs a capital of 

2,00,oool. and in addition to this the Dublin

export
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Society give 2000I. in bounties to aiïïlî the 

export of the manufa&ure.”

“  Now if 200,000]. capital ftock aided by 

2000I. in bounties produce only 40,0001. the 

calculation will ftand as follows :

200,0001. at 5 per cent, intereft is 

worth iojoool. a year on an ave­

rage, to which add 2000I. the 

bounty, £ . 12,000

And confequently there will be left 

national profit for the fupport of 

the manufadture only the net fum 

o f ■» •* 28,000

£é 40,000
/

“  But fuppofing the whole to be exported, 

which is implied in the bounties being taken 

into the calculation, then the mercer’s profit 

of 6s. per pound weight of the materials is to 

be taken into the eftimate, which amounting to 

30,000k will make the grofs fum 58,000!.”

O “  The



"  T h e  manufacture o f cotton is every way 

preferable— 20o,oool. will purchafe 2,ooo,ooolb* 

weight of the belt cotton in its raw 

ftate. I f  every pound o f  cotton wrought into 

Stockings, Fuftians, Dimities, Mullins, Velve- 

rets, & c. & c. produce on an average lix  ihil- 

lings and eight pence value in manufactures, 

which is but a low eftimate, the amount will be 

666,6661. 13s. 4d. fterling, or 456,666!. 13s. 4d« 

national profit, d ed u cin g  as above, io,oool. 

for intereft, which, in the other inftance, pro­

duces but 30,0001. and adding the mercer’ s 

profit, only 6c,cool, from which 2000I. the 

bounties muft be deducted, leaving 58,0001. 

net. But the merchant’ s profits on the ex-* 

portation of the cotton manufactures, fuppofing 

one half only o f them exported, will far over* 

balance the profits o f  the iilk mercer, and give 

the preference to the cotton manufacturer be­

yond all comparifon. T he cotton alfo requires 

more labour, and of courfe employs more 

people,* which is one great national object.’*

T h e

tc *  A  d yed  V elv ere t, one o f  the m o il im portant arti­

cles, paiTes fro m  the ra w  m aterial to  a  finiihed ilate* 

th ro u g h  the fo llo w in g  different proceffes, v iz .— b attin g ,



The reafoning of my Lord Sheffield on this 

fubject is irrefragable, ror is there any reafon 

to fuppofe him partial or prejudiced in this in- 

ftance however he may be in others, for here 

he is recommending to the people of Ireland 

to exert themfelves in a manufacture which 

may be reckoned amongft the moft favourite 

and beneficial of his own country. W hen he 

courts Ireland to rival her filter kingdom in fuch 

a manufacture, and one in which fhe has already 

made a great proficiency, he muft write under 

the ftrong conviction of truth and impartiality.

From the fads ftated in the above calcula­

tions it appears, that the cotton manufacture 

muft be more eligible for any country than the 

manufacture of filk, becaufe it is one in which 

the price of labour bears a lefs ratio to the

O 2 value

picking, w afliing, dryin g, carding, roving, ihebbing, fpin- 

ning, w inding, doubling, tw ifting, ie-w inding, w arping, 

pin-winding, w avin g, cutting, fcouring, ending, Tinging, 

rubbing, bleaching, d yin g, and m aking up. T h efe  23 

different operations are alm oft alw ays perform ed in L an - 

cafliire b y fo m any different dalles o f  artiiis. Indeed it 

it is not unufual for feveral o f  them  to be again fubdi- 

vided into tw o or m ore parts, and to be ilill perform ed 

by different artifts.”
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value of the unwrought material ; but for Ire­

land it muft be peculiarly eligible, as (he 

reckons among her greateft difficulties the 

want of capital : for it is obvious, that a ma­

nufacture, of which the raw materials are of 

little value, compared with the wrought goods, 

may be carried on with lefs capital than thofe 

of which the materials cannot be purchafed but 

at a much greater expence.

Before we quit this manufacturé we cannot 

help remarking how ftrongly it illuftrates the 

beneficial effects of moderate duties on the 

importation of goods of which we have a be­

ginning manufacture ourfelves. It is not 

intended to infinuate that the monopoly of the 

home market ihould be fecured to manufacturers 

of any clafs by prohibitory duties, by which 

the competition of the home and foreign ma­

nufactures would be removed, nor by fuch 

high duties as would draw from the public by 

the encreafed price of the article more than 

the manufacture itfelf would be worth. But 

furely when an infant manufacture evidently 

calculated for the country is retarded by the fu-

periority
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pcriority enjoyed by another country in the 

fame fabric, from its being long eftablifhed, 

and carried on by larger capitals, it may be 

right to give native induftry fuch help as 

fhall eftablifh an equipoife between it and that 

o f the foreigner which is backed by fuçh ad­

vantages. Care, however, fhould be taken, 

that the public be not put to greater expence 

either in bounties on the home manufacture, 

or duties on the importation o f the foreign, 

than the ultimate eftablifhment and fuccefs of 

this manufacture is likely to repay. The true 

mean feems to have been taken with refpect 

to the cotton manufacture o f this country. 

The duty of 10I, ios. per cent, on the value of cot­

ton goods imported was fuch as would not fecure 

an exclufive poiTeflion of the home market to the 

avarice or indolence of the frilh manufacturer, 

while it was fufficient to fupport his induftry 

againft the fuperior wealth and ikill of the 

Englifh weaver ; and though while the foreign 

cotton goods continued to be imported, the 

duties on the importation, together with thç 

bounties on the home manufacture, were fo 

fo much taken from the pockets of the public

to
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to fupport the Irifh manufacture, yet from 

the utility and value of the fabric, from the 

progrefs which it made in confequence of thefe 

aids, and the natural fitnefs of the country 

to profecute it, it was evident, that its 

fuccefs would more than compenfate this 

expence of its eftablifhment. Hitherto, events 

have juflified this reafoning. The pro­

tecting duty of 10 per cent, has not excluded 

the E.ngliih from our market, but it has ex­

tended the manufacture of Ireland. The judi­

cious aids granted by parliament, and through 

the Dublin Society, affifted by the patriotic 

exertions of one or two individuals, have given 

to the manufacture a ftrength and ftability 

which feem fufficient to juftify a hope that it 

will now continue to go forward till it be­

comes one of the moft important in the 

country. Who is fanguire enough to believe, 

that without this duty, and thefe aids, it 

would have been able of ltfelf to ftand a competi­

tion with one of the beil eftablifhed manufac­

tures of Great Britain, fupported by confum- 

niate ikill, extenfive .machinery, and great ca- 

pital ?•1

SECTION
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O f t h e  S i l k . M a n u f a c t u r e .

Di/advantages of this Manufacture-— Notwithjland- 

ing thefe, it deferves countenance to a certain de­

degree, as being already ejlablifhed— Four Species 

particularly claim attention, Modes, Peelings, 

Handkerchiefs, and Ribbons— State of the Mods 

Trade— O f Peelings and Perfians— O f the Ribbon 

T rade— and of Handkerchiefs— Though Ireland ex­

cels in this latter Branch, it is not yet carried Jo far 

as it is capable of— Reafon of this— Conclufion 

Jhews how far this Manufailure ought to be en­

couraged.

T he filk manufacture comes not to us re­

commended by our pofieffing the primum, by a 

probability that it can ever become a fource 

of employment to great numbers, or by rai­

ling very highly, the value of the materials 

employed in it. It is a manufailure for 

which we are not always fure of the home* 

market, and for which we have ilill lefs pro­
bability

199
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bability of enjoying an extenfive foreign de- 

mand. Yet eyen with thefe circumftances 

againft it, it ought not to be neglected, tho* 

neither, perhaps, ought it to be made an ob­

ject of much encouragement, for many rea­

fons. The manufacture of iilk, in a variety 

of branches, is already eftablifhed in Ireland, 

and *what is more, it is in a progreftive ftate. 

D uring the laft fuinmer, the iilk manufac­

ture was in a more profperous iituation than it 

had been known for feveral 'years. The
*

quantity produced was fold, and the manu­

facturers, judging from the urgency of the 

demand, and the number of orders neceflarilv»
left unexecuted, alFert, that if five-fold more 

goods had been manufactured, they would 

have met a vent. That the manufacturers 

did not extend their bufinefs to fupply the de­

mand, they fay, was owing to want of work­

men, very confiderable numbers having been 

drawn ofF by the war.

O f the filk manufacture there are four fpe- 

cines, which feem beyond others, to call for en­

couragement 5
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couragem ent; thefe are, handkerchiefs, modes, 

peelings, and ribbons.

In modes, principally ufed for cloaks, we 

already emulate the beft produ&ions of that 

kind in England ; and, however high the cha­

racter of Englifh modes may be in Ireland, 

it is certain that the confumption of Ireland, 

is, in a great degree, fupplied by the Iriih 

manufacturers. A  majority, indeed, of what 

is fold, is called by the mercer, Englifh ; but 

this arifes from his wifh to profit by the vul­

gar prejudice in favour of Engliih modes. 

Infiances daily occur of a piece of Irifh mode 

being cut into two parts, one of which is 

ihewed to a cuftomer as Iriih, the other, as 

Englifh ; the latter is always preferred, and by 

this artifice, the mercer fecures cuftom, a high 

price, and the character of having aifortments.

The manufacture of modes is worth attenr 

tion for another reafon ; it is not va­

riable, as the other branches of the filk ma­

nufacture, from the caprices of faihion. They 

are a fpecies of goods, which are always like­

ly
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ly to be in demand, and", therefore, always 

likely to occupy a confiderable number of 

people.

Peelings and perfians are in a certain de­

gree valuable, for the fame reafon. T he Iriih 

maker has already attained fuch a decree of 

perfection in thefe fabrics as almoft fecures to 

him the home-market. Little or no Engliih 

peelings or perfians are imported. T hey are 

alfo a kind o f goods, which, as they are 

ufed in linings, and other unimportant parts 

o f drefs, are likely to fuffer few changes from 

the variations o f fafhion. Accordingly, a great 

number o f  the filk-weavers o f Dublin are 

employed on them.

W ith  refpecl to ribbons, there feems to be 

no impediments in the way of the Irifh ma­

nufacture. It is a branch which requires lit­

tle capital, which, tho’ it depends fomewhat 

on fafhion, yet can eafily, and with little ex­

pence, admit fuch changes as faibion may dic­

tate. It is, too, an efiabliihed manufacture, 

all the improvements of which, that are known



in England, we have already adopted. It is, 

perhaps, {till more ftrongly recommended, by 

furnilhing employment as well to the women 

and children of the country, as to the men, 

and certainly if the charge of idlenefs is fairly 

applicable to Ireland, it is to the women and 

children of the country that it app’ ies. By 

far the greater part of the ribbons made in 

Dublin, are woven by women and female 

children under fifteen years old. Could the 

women and children be thus brought into 

operation in the other manufactures, even in 

the lefs important parts of the procefs, Ireland 

would foon become a much more dangerous 

rival to Great Britain in manufacture, than 

lhe now is.

In the handkerchief branch Ireland has long 

enjoyed celebrity throughout Europe. For tex­

ture and durability (he is not exceeded by 

any other country in this manufacture. That 

a branch, in which lhe is thus excellent, is 

fitted for her to profecute, it would appear 

ft range to doubt ; it is, however, a curious 

fact, that even in handkerchiefs, Ireland does

not
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not fupply to the full her own confumption. 

Confiderable quantities are imported, and in 

larger quantities, as handkerchiefs are more 

worn. How does it happen, it may naturally 

he demanded, that foreign goods can find a 

market in Ireland, while Ireland herfelf ma- 

Mufactures the fame kind cheaper and better 

than her neighbours ? It is accounted for in 

this way Handkerchiefs, in colour and pat­

tern, are extremely liable to the fluctuations 

o f  fafhion ; but the changes o f faihian origi, 

nate in the capital of another country ; it 

will therefore naturally happen, that the Spi- 

Ul-fields manufacturer, ihall be able to pre  ̂

occupy the market, by the iingle advantage 

c f  his goods being more falhionable than the 

Iriln, while the latter are o f  a better quality 

and cheaper price. It m9y be urged, howe­

ver, here, that the Irifh manufacturer, by a 

little attention to procure early information of 

new fafhions, might be able to have a fup- 

ply almoft as foon as the Englilh manufactu­

rer could fend goods to Ireland, and, perhaps, 

earlier than the Englifhman would defire to 

ieiid them ; tor certainly while his efoods con­

tinued
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tinued in demand at home, that is,- while the 

faihion continued prevalent, he would prefer 

his home-market to the chance of a foreign 

one. This objection has weight, and would 

decifively fix the charge of inattention and in­

activity oil the Iriih manufacturer, were there 

not fome confiderations which go to juftify 

him. The argument of moil ftrength which 

he urges in his juftiíication, is, that the ex­

pence of fetting a new pattern to work, is ve­

ry confiderable, and that when it is once be­

gun, there muft be a very confiderable quantity 

made, a piece confifting of not lefs than from
. O

twenty to thirty dozen. Now it frequently 

happens, that before a manufacturer is able to 

difpofe of fuch a number as will produce 

a profit equal to repay the extraordinary ex­

pence incurred by the arrangement of the 

new pattern, the faihion is again fuperfeded, 

and what is yet unfold remains dead ftock on 

his hands. Such confequences deter the 

manufacturer of fmall capital from adventu­

ring again in the fame way, and induce him 

rather to relinquifh the market to the Eng-

lilhman,

20$
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liihman, than hazard fo confiderable a fum in 

the competition. Hence it is only in the com- 

' mon kinds, and thofe which admit little 

change from faihion, that the Irifh manufactu- 

rer derives benefit from his fuperiority. T he 

remotenefs o f his fituation from the centre 

from which faihion emanates, prevents his 

availing himfelf o f  that ikill, and of 

thole advantages which he poiTc-lTes for the ni­

cer and more valuable kinds, in which they 

would be moft productive.

O n a confideration o f all the circumftances 

o f  the filk manufacture, it is apparent, that 

from its being an efiabliihed manufacture, 

Which furnifhes employment to numbers, and 

on which numbers are obliged to depend for 

employment ; from the excellence at which 

our workmen have arrived in all its branches, 

and the fuperiority which they have at­

tained in one ; and from the probability that 

the demand for filk manufacture of one kind 

or another will grow with the growing 

wealth and luxury of the country ; it. is a 

manufacture of fome, tho’ not o f  the utmoft

importance



importance to Ireland, and one, which to a 

certain degree, fhe ihould cultivate. It is, how­

ever, alfo to be remembered, that as it is a 

manufacture of which we do net poiTefs the 

primum— one, which in fome of its branches 

depends on faihions that do not originate 

with us, and which we cannot eafily catch—  

one, which from its nature muft be confined 

to the metropolis, and, therefore, muft be ra­

ther detrimental to health and morals— as it is 

finally, a manufacture in which the work-
J  7

men have been found both in Ireland and 

Great Britain, and we may. add, in France 

itfelf, to be mcft frequently diftrefled by want 

of employment, and moft turbulent under their 

fufferings, it fhould be extended with great 

caution. O f fuch a manufacture, however po­

licy may direct that we ihould preferve it 

from fudden decay, it feems to be very doubt­

ful indeed, whether it would be either wife 

or fafe to make the profperity eilential to the 

welfare and quiet of greater numbers than it 

at prefent employs, efpecially while there are 

fo many other objects, as linen, wool, iron,

& c .  in
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& c. in every point o f view more important, 

courting public countenance, and o f  which 

fome are pining from the want o f if.
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O f  H o s i e r y .

Three kinds o f Hofiery— of Worfted— of Cotton— of 

Silk.— The fir ft kind moft cultivated in Ireland—  

not fo  far advanced as it might be— Impediments 

to its Progrefs— its being chiefly carried on in the 

Metropolis— high Price of Hofier’s Labour— idle- 

nefs o f the Hofier's Family— high Price and 

Scarcity o f Canterbury Spinning— Cotton Hofiery 

impeded by our backïvardnefs in Spinning and 

Tvjifting— Lofs on importing prepared Cotton—  

Dearnefs of Labour— Comparative Vievj of the 

Advantages o f the Britifh and Irifh Cotton Ho­

fiery— Silk Hofiery labours under equal Difadvan- 

tages with the Cotton, from the Inferiority of 

the Materials ufed in Ireland— Dearnefs of La­

bour, & c .— On the whole the IVorfied Branch 

befi fitted for Ireland.

T h i s  is another of thofe manufactures in 

which it is not probable much will be done 

in Ireland until fome conliderable change fhall 

have taken place in the management of the 

manufacture.
P How
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How do we ftand with regard to materials ? 

Stockings are made of worfted, of cotton, and 

of filk. O f the firft kind Ireland has the ma­

terials, and accordingly the great bulk of the 

manufacture in Ireland is of coarfe worlted. 

The quantity made even of this, however, is 

but fmall, compared with what either the abi­

lity of the country would reach, or with the 

extent of the manufacture of this kind in Eng­

land.

The impediments to its -extenfion are, firft, 

the poverty of the individuals concerned in 

the bufinefs, by which they are prevented 

from eftablifhing factories in the country,

where this, and almoft everv manufacture is
J t

moft likely at firft to fucceed. It is, indeed, 

the high price of labour, occafioned undoubt­

edly by the refidence of the workmen in the 

metropolis, that confiitutes the great impedi­

ment to the progrefs of the manufacture. In 

Ireland the price of hofier’s work is much 

higher than in England, and this evil, moft 

mifcbievous of itfelf, is aggravated by other 

caufes. Among thefe, the principal is the idle-

nefs



nefs of the woman and children in the ho- 

iier’ s family. In England, the workman who 

has a family, fo far from being obliged to

look for encreafed wages to fupport an en- 

creafed family, is rather enabled by that cir- 

cumftance to live on lefs wages ; for his chil­

dren and his wife all aflift in the manufac­

ture, and the united fum of their induftry 

produces a much more comfortable provifion 

lor tne whole than the folitary earnings of

one would do for the individual. The Irifh-

man labours alone for a family whom he fup- 

ports in idlenefs, and therefore frequently in. 

expenfive vice.

W hen the ftocking manufacture lhall be 

piincipally carried on in the interior parts of 

the country, as in England, where towns have 

gi o\\ n fiom the manufacture, not the manu­

facture from the towns ; and when the Irifh 

hofier fhall have learned to make his family 

affift him in his labours, then will he be en­

abled to work on the fame terms as the work­

man of England, and until then it is unrea- 

fonable to expeit that the manufacture ihould

P 2 profper.

2 1 1



2 I 2

profper. This is an obfervation which we have 

been forced to make in more than one in- 

ftance ; it is one which continually obtrudes 

itfelf on him who reviews the ftate of manu­

factures in Ireland.

Another impediment to the manufacture is 

the fcarcity of Canterbury fpinners. T his is a 

ferious evil. In Ireland this part of the bu- 

fmefs, inftead o f being performed as in Eng­

land by the hofier’ s family, by children in 

charitable foundations, or by children in fa­

milies yet poorer than that of the hofier, is 

performed by adult women of the loweft and 

leaft moral clafs. Thefe, fond of any oc­

cupation which will favour the exertions of 

their lungs and limbs, in the fummer months 

ftroll forth from their iedentary labour to 

hawk fruits or vegetables, and perfevere in 

this vagabond vocation till hunger and cold in 

the winter compel them to labour under a 

roof for food and fire. B y  thefe means fpin- 

ning, which with the Engliih manufacturer is 

confiant and cheap, is with the Iriibman 

dear and unfteadv.
The
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T h e  manufacturers .themfelves mention other 

impediments to this manufacture, namely, the 

high price of wool, and the exportation of 

worfted ; but thefe are, perhaps, lefs folid rea- 

fons for their want of fuccefs, than thofe we 

have already afligned.

W ith  refpect to cotton hofiery. O f this ma­

nufacture the material is foreign, and, there­

fore, it might be fuppofed, that Ireland was 

equally well circumftanced for it as England. 

At prefent fhe is greatly behind her, and for 

thefe reafons— cotton as imported from the 

W elt Indies, before it can be fit for manufac­

ture muft undergo two operations, fpinning 

and twifting. Thefe operations are either not 

performed at all in Ireland, or are but ill 

performed; this induces a neceffity of import­

ing it fpun and twifted ; but on cotton of ho- 

fier’ s twift imported, there is a duty of ten 

per cent. ; this, and the charges o f commif- 

fion, &c. bring the materials of the manu­

facture thirteen per cent, dearer to the Irifh 

than to the Englifh manufacturer.

Rut

2 13

4



/

But the Iriih manufacturer labours under 

another difadvantage. W orkm an’ s labour is 

fifteen per cent, dearer here than in England. 

T h is, in addition to the thirteen per cent, 

advance on his materials, makes twenty-eight 

per cent, againft him. T o  countervail thefe 

difadvantages o f the Irifh manufacturer there 

are the following charges againft the manufac­

turer o f England : fix per cent, difcount which 

they allow on all goods fold in Ireland for 

calh, and fix per cent, riders’ travelling 

charges. Thefe making twelve per cent, leave 

a balance againft the Iriih manufacturer o f fixteen 

per cent. Is it then to be wondered that the 

manufacture, under thefe circumftances, is not 

extended ? There is, indeed a duty o f iol. 

per cent, on the value of cotton, or thread 

hofiery imported ; but even after deducting 

this from the balance againft Iriih hofiery, 

there ftill remains againft it full 6 per cent. 

Befides, in comparing the manufacture o f 

England and Ireland with refpecl: to the 

home confumption of both countries, which 

is by far the moft important, this duty is not 

at all to be confidered ; for the duty in this

inflance
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inftance does not operate againft England, nor 

for Ireland, inafmuch as it does not diminiih 

the price either of materials or labour.

In filk hofiery the difadvantages of the Irifli 

manufacture are not lefs than thofe which de- 

prefs the cotton. England has hçr Bengal filk 

twelve per cent, cheaper than it can be had by the 

Irifh manufacturer ; and what is ftill a more 

important circumftance, her cheap iilks are 

better prepared for the manufacture than 

thofe ufed in Ireland. The confequence of 

this is, that the Iriihman who wilhes to 

maintain a competition with the manufacture 

of England is obliged to ufe a better and 

dearer 'filk than that which is there ufed ; 

and in order to obtain a character for the du­

rability of his goods, he makes them heavier. 

In the filk, as in the cotton hofiery, the l a ­

bour of the Irifh workman is fifteen per cent, 

dearer than that of the Englifh, which, added 

to the twelve per cent, encreafed price of the 

materials, makes a difference againft Ireland 

of t w e n t y - s e v e n  per cent, befides the d i f a d -  

yantage fhe fuffers from having the materials

worfe
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worfe prepared. A s  in the cotton hqiicry, fo 

in the iilk, the duty on the importation of 

filk work from England is a protection to 

the Iriih manufacturer ; but as it neither lef- 

fens the price o f  labour nor o f materials, 

nor tends to improve their quality, it goes 

but a Ihort way in advancing the manufac­

ture.

O f  the three kinds o f hofierv which we
. . I *" J

have mentioned, the worlted branch is certain­

ly that which feems moll within the power of 

this country— Could there be any mode de- 

vifed o f fecuring a fufficient number o f  good 

Canterbury fpinners, and o f exciting the ho­

lier at the fame time to remove to the coun­

try, where he might live on lefs and work 

more, there is little reafon to doubt, that the 

manufacture would foon ftretch far beyond 

its prefent limit. Many more difficulties ap­

pear in the way o f the cotton and filk branch­

es. W e labour under greater difadvantages 

with refpedt to the materials, and in the pre­

paration of thefe materials, we are ftill more 

remote from England. In lilk England mult

alwavsm



always have the upper hand, as fhe has the 

firft choice of it, and has it alfo on lower 

terms. Cotton we may import immediately 

from the places of its growth ; but as England 

has at prefent the means of preparing it for 

the manufacture in a much better manner 

than we, it will be long before we lhall ceafe 

to import it from her in that prepared ftate. 

T o  obtain her method of preparation, and to 

avail ourfelvcs of our opportunities of imme­

diate importation, are objects, which, as they 

are attainable and important, we ihoyld fteadily

I
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O f I r o n .

T’he Value of this Manufacture not attended to in 

Ireland— Scarcity of limber may ex cafe our back- 

wardnefs in the making of Malleable Iron—  

not in the other Branches— Even for this we poffefs 

many c f the Advantages which have promoted 

this Trade in England— but which from various 

caujes we negleCt— Coah— theufe o f it in Iron- 

making recommended by its fuccefs in England— » 

Value of this Branch— Arigna Company— Cafr 

Iron clearly within the power of Ireland— In- 

fiances that prove it a very lucrative Manufacr 

turc— Requifites to extend it% and Advantages 

which we poffefs—?.Manufacture of Foreign Bar 

Iron— Calculation of its Value to the Country i f  

carried on to the fu ll extent of the home con• 

fumption— But it might be carried much farther 

.Impediments in its way— Injlanced in the art'll 

cle of Fire Irons— The Slitting and Rolling T rade 

— Refidt of the Obfervations on this Manufacture 

—-Japanned IVqre*

A m o n g  thofe manufactures which are va­

luable from being of ijidifpeniible neceifity?

from
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from their being formed of materials which 

are worthlefs till manufactured, and which 

the country produces, or may produce, Iron 

deferves to rank in the firft place. T he im­

portance of this manufacture confidered in any 

o f thefe points of view, does not feem to be 

underftood in Ireland, and the ' example of 

Great Britain, who has recently made fuch ra­

pid advances in her iron manufacture, is paf- 

iing before us without producing any ade~ 

quate effect upon our conduct.

In no country of Europe is better iron to 

bè met with than Ireland mav produce for 

all the common purpofes to which this metal 

is applicable ; but this, like many other ad­

vantages placed by nature within our reach, 

we have, till very lately, fuffered to lie unim­

proved. For our backwardnefs here, how­

ever, it muft be confeffed we can otfer a 

better excufe than in almoft any other in­

ftance. When in former days Ireland abound­

ed in timber, as it is incontrovertible from a 

thoufand proofs that fhe once did, iron was 

made here in confiderable quantities ; but

fince
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iince that article o f eiTential importance to 

the manufacture failed, through our wafteful- 

nefs and neglect of it, combined perhaps with 

other caufes, the manufacture itfelf has fal­

len to decay. But tho’ the fcarcity o f timber 

may be alledged as a reafon why we have 

done fo little in the making of malleable iron, 

it will not exculpate us for our neglect o f  the 

other branches o f the manufacture, for which 

we are at leaft as well qualified as our neigh­

bours, if we do not poflefs peculiar advan- 

tages,

But before we confider what advantages we 

poflefs for the manufacture o f caft iron, or 

that of bar iron imported, it is proper to fee 

how far it may be practicable to profecute 

that other lucrative branch, the making of 

malleable iron from the ore.

Iron ore is found in feveral parts o f Ire­

land, of the beft quality, and in a degree of 

plenty which would not be exhaufled for cen­

turies by the moft extenfive manufacture. For 

working this ore, /. e. for extracting from it

malleable
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malleable iron, the fuel generally ufed is char­

coal, and it is ailerted, that no other fpecies 

can be fubftituted in its ftead. The fcarcity of 

timber in Ireland rendering a cheap fupply 

of this article unattainable, has locked up 

from us, in the bofom of our own country, 

thofe inexhauftible fources of wealth. Had 

we been provident in keeping up a growth 

of that timber which is indigenous in our 

mountains, we would not now be labouring 

under this moft mifchievous fpecies of pover­

ty_a poverty of neceflary materials for pur-

fuing one of the moft lucrative and necefiary 

manufactures ; and if that fpirit of 

patriotifm really exifted, which fo many of our 

landed men profefs, it would be eafy in the 

courfe of half a century perhaps finally to 

remove it. The advantages indeed which 

would accrue from attention to the growth of 

timber are incalculable. Even were thofe ad­

vantages limited to this particular manufac­

ture, they would deferve the moft fedulous 

care and warmeft encouragement of the legis­

lature ; but if the equally important advan­

tages that would accrue to other branch-



cs, and particularly to that, which, were it 

properly cherifhed, would be fo rich a 

fource o f benefit to Ireland— the tannin**o
trade, by .furniihing it with a fupply of 

bark, o f which at prefent we feel the

mifchievous confequences o f a deficiency_

if  thefe, I fay, be taken into the account, it 

muft appear a moil unworthy and felfiih fpi- 

rit indeed, which can neglect to improve an 

opportunity o f doing fo much good to that 

country, o f  whofe interefts we talk fo much 

and for which we do fo little.

But, without expedting facrifices to pofte. 

rity, it is not certain that this trade, even in 

our prefent circumftances, may not be carried 

to very confiderable extent. In England it has 

been found that coak, i. e. pit coal, burned to 

a certain degree, may be fubftituted in many 

cafes with fuccefs for charcoal ; and experi­

ments have been made with peat or turf, in 

which Ireland is fo abundant, which prove, it 

is faid, that this fuel anfvvers nearly as well 

as charcoal for the fining o f  iron. O f  coak 

the ufe has become in England very exten-

five,
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five, and it is to the adoption o f it (he partly 

owes her extended manufacture. It muft be 

acknowledged, however, that its merit, as a 

fubfiitute for charcoal, is not uncontradidled. 

It has been faid, that the iron made with it 

is much inferior to that made with charcoal, 

and refembles that kind which the workmen 

call red Jhort iron, and of which the defedïs are, 

that it flies under the hammer like pot-metal, 

and in working lofes nearly one-third of its 

weight. It is highly probable, that thefe qua­

lities in the iron made by coak are attribut­

able, h. part at Ieaft, to other caufes. It is 

certain they may be produced by an injudi­

cious application of the fire to the iron in 

working it, with w'hatfoever kind of fuel the 

iron may have been made— By an injudicious 

application of the fire is meant, a mifdiredtion 

of the blall, by which the very fame degree 

of heat, that, properly applied, would have 

only heated the iron, will as the workmen 

fay, burn it, i. e. run it to a cinder.

But, whatever may be the defedts of this

mode, it is certain that Ireland might adopt
it

¥  •
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it with at leaft as much fuccefs as England, 

were ihe not again nonplufed either by her 

negligence, or her poverty in working her coal 

mines— B y her neglect o f thofe all her capaci­

ties in the ii on tiade are narrowed t nor does 

the niifchief end here; it extends, as we ihall 

fee in the proper place, to the glafs manufac­

ture alfo, and while it thus tends to circum- 

fcribe the powers o f the country for profe- 

cuting thofe profitable fubjects for induftry, 

it renders her people dependant on another 

nation for a prime necefiary of life, fuel for 

common ufe ; the article o f  coals being'among 

the moft extenfive and coftly o f her imports. 

W ant o f capital is charged with thus keeping 

our coal mines unwrought, and o f courfe l i­

miting our iron and glafs manufactures. Part 

or the evil is certainly attributable to this caufe, 

but, moft certainly, the inertnefs o f the men 

who pofiefs what capital we have is alfo in 

iault. Perhaps the enquiry, i f  carried a little 

faither, might be apt to attach fome part of 

the blame alfo on that fpirit o f jobbing, by 

which, for fo many years, the redundance: o f 

the Iriih treafury was laviihed in futile and

abortive
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abortive projects, until the public mind be­

came* fo difgufted with works carried on, or 

aided by public grants, that at length no aid 

could be obtained for the moft laudable and 

neceflary undertakings. Hence, the collieries 

o f Drumglafs continue ufelefs to Ireland though 

iituated at the end of a navigable canal com­

municating with the fea, and though they had 

been for fome time wrought w ith fuccefs by an in­

dividual w7ho failed only for wapt of a very little 

affilîance to carry him on— (See Y ou n g ’s Tour).

If  the Irifh collieries were worked, it is 

probable they would afford us better means 

o f fucceeding in the iron making than Eng­

land polïeiTes, for the Irifh coals appear bet­

ter fitted to make a fubftitute for charcoal than 

Engliih or Scotch. They are more foft and 

light, and therefore likely to make better 

coak, and of courfe produce better iron.* But,

granting

*  T h e  opinions o f  thofe who hold it poÆîble to make 

good  iron with coak properly m anaged, derive ftrength 

from  an item in the philofophical tranfaifiions o f  the 

Leipfic Society, [fee vol. 2. D e  Re Ruftica] by  which 

we are informed, that a kind o f  pit coal has been found 

in Saxony which fucceeds in making malleable iron from
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granting that we fhould not fucceed in this ule 

o f  coal better than our neighbours, yet as they 

have thriven by it, would it not be worth 

the while of Ireland to try the experiment ? 

I f  the iron made by it be brittle, yet there 

are purpofes for which this quality may be 

no difadvant^ge. A t all events we find, that, 

in defpight o f it, the Englifh make annually

10,000 ton more than they did a very few 

years back ; and it is not confidered as an 

extravagant hope, that, i f  no check to the 

manufacture occur, in the courfe o f a few 

years more, ihe will, by means of this im­

provement, the faving o f fteam engines, &c. 

be able to fupply the empire with this necef- 

fary article, and thus keep at home above 

6oo,oool. per annum which is now fent abroad 

for it, exclufive of freight, and other incidental 

charges.

T h e

the ore as w ell  as the be ft charcoal. I t  has been ob- 

ferved, how ever, in w o rk in g  w ith  this coal, th a t  i f  the 

heat be augm ented beyond a  certain degree the delign 

is fruftrated. I t  is not im probable that this coal is o f  

the lighter kind, like th at o f  Ireland, and that it is 

l'ome fuch m ifm an agem en t as this account alludes to 

w h ich  makes coal-fuel in the bufinefs fo feldom fucceed.
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T he value of this branch of manufacture 

may be eafily calculated from confiderinc; the 

prefent import o f pig and bar iron. On an 

average of the laft five years, it appears that 

the annual import w as-227,566 cwt. which at 

24I. per ton, the average price, amounts to 

273,072!. Such would be the fum faved to the 

nation by the fuccefs ©f this manufacture : 

fo much would be extracted from the iimple 

induftry of thofe employed in it.

It is matter of pleafure to obferve, that not-

:*hftanding the complaint o f want o f capital, 

.*d want of enterprife in the people of Ire­

land, one company at leaft, the Arigna com­

pany, has engaged in this and the other 

branches of the iron manufacture, with a fpi- 

rit which does them honour, and a capital, 

which, with proper management, will, no doubt, 

fecure fuccefs. They have already made fome 

progrefs, and it is faid, have fucceeded equal 

to their beft expectations— perhaps no attempt

was ever made in Ireland that better merits 
i i , *

fupport, or is more worthy of emulation.

If it is neither to be hoped, that public 

ipirit will aim at raifing timber— the beil ma-

2 terial
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terial for carrying on this valuable manufac­

ture— nor try the next belt mode of making 

iron, i. e. by coak, at lealt it might be ex- 

pe&ed we fhould beftir ourfelves in the other 

parts o f this trade, which are ilill more ob- 

viouily within our power, that o f  caft iron—  

or the working up o f foreign iron imported. 

T h e  canals which have been made, hitherto 

to fo little purpofe compared with their ex­

pence, and the numerous rivers with which 

our country is interfe&ed, afford admirable 

conveniences for thefe branches. T h e  Arigna 

company have entered deeply into that of caft 

iron, and feveral individuals are now carry­

ing it on in a manner which amply rewards 

their enterprize. He who was lately the prin­

cipal perfon in this trade, but now retired, is 

fuppofed, on a capital o f  6000I. (a trifling one 

indeed, compared with what might be engaged 

in the bufmefs) to have made 300QI. per an­

num. Inftances indeed are not rare, o f men 

engaging in this bufmefs on very fmall capi­

tal, and retiring after a few years in affluence.

T o  enable Ireland to make this a growing

and important manufacture, it is only necef-

fary
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fary that (he have a fufficient quantity o f ore, 

or pig iron and coals, (for with refpect to 

capital, it certainly does not require a great­

er one than the country already poiTeiTes, 

could fhe be perfuaded to employ a part of 

it in this way) and a certain and profitable 

market for the goods. W ith  refpeói to coals, 

it has been already obferved, that we abound 

in mines, could we be brought, or enabled, 

to work them. But without expecting that we 

ihall immediately acquire fpirit or wealth 

enough for this undertaking, it is worth re­

flection, that in many parts of this kingdom, 

we may have Britifh coals as cheap as they 

are had in London, where there are feveral 

extenfive works of this kind. Ore alfo we 

have in great abundance, and if we will not 

or cannot work the mines which contain it, 

we have equal opportunities with Great Bri­

tain to import. With regard to a market, it 

is that manufacture of all others of which we 

may be moft fure to have the fupplyingof the 

home-market— many of the principal articles of 

caft; metal are fuch as muft be fitted to pat­

terns— inltance, mill-work— and therefore can­



not be well imported : befides, in fcarcely any ar­

ticle of cait iron, does Great Britain confiderably 

underfell us. In pots, and veflels o f  that kind, 

the Englifh manufacture indeed is faid to come 

cheaper than that o f Ireland, but the reafon 

is, becaufe in the Irifh manufacture they ufe 

larger molds, by which, in any given veiTel 

o f equal iize with an Englifh one, the coft is 

greater, as it weighs more, and it is fold 

by weight. But this is an error, which, when 

the manufacture extends, will eaiily be reme­

died. A t prefent even this difadvantage does 

not impede the manufacture, for all that is 

made finds a prompt market, and were even 

twenty-fold more made, it would find a 

vent equally certain and fpeedv.

T he next branch is the manufacture o f  fo­

reign bar iron, and o f this, the extreme im­

portance may be eftimated by this fact, that 

on an average o f all the ordinary articles on­

ly, there is added by the manufacture to the 

fii it value ot the materials, above one hun­

dred and fifty per cent. Lord Sheffield makes 

the profit o f manufacturing to the co/t o f the

materials
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materials, as 28I. to iol. which is greater than 

the ratio here given, but his calculation was 

made iixteen years back, within which time the 

material has rifen coniiderably, perhaps more 

than in proportion to the rife on the manu­

factured goods. Reckoning then the confump­

tion o f Ireland, at 6,518 ton (and it will be 

found, on the average of any five years, lince 

the year 1770, that the imported iron, and 

iron ware, does not amount to lefs) and ra­

ting this iron at 24I. per ton, the prefent 

price, it will be found that the profit of the 

manufacture for one year, would not be lefs 

than 234,648!.

But it would not be extravagant to hope, 

that if  proper attention were paid to this ma­

nufacture, it might be carried much farther 

than a mere fupply of the Irilh market. 

Could we open our coal mines, or could we 

contrive means even to fecure an equable and 

adequate fupply of coals from Great Britain, 

for which nothing is wanted, but a little fore­

fight on our part, there would remain fcarce- 

ly any obftacle in our way, in carrying this

manufacture
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manufacture far beyond the mere fupply o f 

home confumption. T h e  canals which are

opened, and opening, in various parts o f the 

• country, afford the moil eligible modes o f 

carriage for manufactures, and the neceifaries 

for them. Some difiiculties, indeed, the manu­

facture does labour under at prefent, from want 

o f  fkill in the workman, and the high price 

of labour, but both thefe difficulties would 

become lefs, if  men of wealth, or rich com-
»

panies, engaged in the buiinefs. T o  give an 

inftance o f thefe inconveniencies, we do not 

at prefent, in the common article o f fire- 

irons, fupply our own confumption, principal­

ly, becaufe the poverty o f the men concerned 

in the trade, will not permit them to employ 

a number of men on thofe articles alone. 

T he confequence is, that they are never able 

to arrive at that facility and ikill in this branch 

o f the manufacture, which the Britifn work­

man has attained, and being lefs ready, they 

muft necelfarily charge more for their labour 

on any given article. But let a company 

with extenfive capital, fet on foot a manufac­

tory for fire-irons only, the workmen, will, in

a Ihort
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ihort time, when employed each in only one 

operation, become fo expert, that they will pro­

duce probably twice as much work in a given 

time as they do at prefent, when they are 

fent by their employers from light to heavy, 

and from heavy to light alternately.

But there are other branches of this trade 

which require lefs ikill, and therefore it ihould 

feem, we might, by a little exertion, extend 

our manufacture, in thofe inftances, confider- 

ably. Such, for initance, is the flitting and 

rolling trade. There are not more than five 

mills for thefe purpofes in Ireland, although 

the confumption would probably fupply bufi- 

nefs for twenty. It muft be confefied, how­

ever, that thefe are the leait valuable branches 

of the trade, and therefore not equally well 

worth attending to as the finer branches ; yet 

fome attention they deferve which they have 

not yet received.

The refult on the whole of this article is,

that Ireland, pofleifing iron and coal mines,

canals, and navigable rivers, is well calcu­
lated
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lated for carrying on the iron manufacture, 

u e. the making o f iron to a greater extent, 

could (lie rear a greater quantity o f  timber ; 

and that, even in her prelent clrcumi'tances, 

fhe is able, with proper exertions, to keep at 

home much or thofe large fums which fne 

now annually fends abroad for iron that how­

ever (he mav fucceed in the making o f mal-* O
leable iron, there is no natural impediment 

whatever to prevent her from carrying* on ex- 

tenfively the cail iron trade, from which in­

dividuals, and the country, might derive im- 

menfe benefit ; and that, befides this, fhe 

might, by attending to the manufacture o f im­

ported bar iron, fave the fums which are 

now given to more induflrious nations for 

iron manufacture. Nor would it be extrava­

gant to hope, if  the manufacture were attended 

to, and confiderable capitals engaged in it, to 

derive profit from an export trade in iron ma­

nufacture.

In obferving on this article it is impoffible 

not to feel wonder why Ireland has been fo 

negligent o f an article fo eflentia} in this and

other
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other manufactures as timber. Had lhe been 

a champaign country highly cultivated, ihe 

would naturally difcourage timber as a lefs 

profitable mode of occupying the ground, and 

as detrimental to agriculture. But, poifefKng 

as Ihe does very coniiderable ridges o f hills, 

which are fcarcely applicable to any other ufe 

than the growth of timber, and which for oaks 

efpecially, are admirably calculated ; having, 

too, as yet by no means co-extended her agri­

culture with her plains, there can be 110 

good reafon affigned for her neglect of wood, 

unlefs it be that her landed men have adopted 

as a rule of conduct the chilling principle, 

that pofterity is nothing to us, we are every 

thing to pofterity, and have, therefore, been 

unwilling either to devote time, or to venture 

money in order to fecure advantages not to be en­

joyed, but at the diftance of halt a century.

It fhould be remembered, however, that lie 

who plants will not, in all cafes, bv the fhort- 

nefs of life, be prevented from deriving bene, 

fit from his labours. Underwood, in many in- 

Itances, will go far to remunerate him for
h is .



liis cxpence and trouble. Some timber may be 

produced within a fpace o f feven years from 

the planting ; and in almoit all cafes if  the 

planter be a young man, it is not improbable 

but his old age may be folaced by the la­

bours o f  his youth. B at even if  he fhould 

not, furely to fee his hills covered with grow­

ing wealth at once ornamental to his eftate,

and promifing future benefit to his country_

to enjoy the honourable diftinction of being a 

benefactor to pofterity from the moft difin- 

terefted motives, are coniiderations, which, as 

they cannot influence a fordid mind, fhould 

by fo much the more be fironger motives o f 

action to men o f minds truly liberal, whofe 

heads can comprehend, and hearts feel fome- 

thing beyond prefent intereft.

Under the head o f Iron manufacture it was 

forgot to mention the manufacture o f japan­

ned ware. T he confumption o f this defcrip- 

tion of goods is very extenfive, and the ma­

nufacture perfectly within the reach of Ire­

land, yet from fome unaccountable overfight 

of our manufacturers, little or none o f  thofe

goods
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goods ave made in this country. It were muc 

to be wilhed that their attention could be di­

rected to a branch by which fo much might 

be faved to the kingdom which is now fent 

to Birmingham and Sheffield, and from .which 

very confiderable profit would refult to the 

manufacturers themfelves— A  new fource of 

employment to thofe among our artizans who are 

induftrioufly inclined, is an object of ferious 

importance.
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O f  the G lass M anufactory .

Flint. G  Lifs is among the moft thriving Manufatturcs 

o f Ireland— yet not ccmmenfurate to our Home-con- 

fm ption— W e underfell Great Britain, tho’ uve 

Import much of the Materials, t fc .— The Manu­

facture capable o f being prof ecu ted to a much 

greater extent— Why it is not extended— Crown 

and Bottle Glafs lefs extenfvvely carried on—  

Conclufion.

T T

X  HÍS is to be reckoned among the manu, 

faéhires which Ireland has cultivated with 

moft fuccefs within a few years. It is not 

very long fince almoft all our fine flint glafs 

ware was imported from England at prefent 

we are able not only to fupply our own con­

fumption, but to export very confiderable 

quantities to America, and elfewhere. I fay 
we are able to fupply our own confumption 

becaufe in fa& we really do not do fo ; much

2  j  8
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o f the glafs ware confumed in Ireland is im­

ported, for our houfes find the fupply o f the 

American market fo much more lucrative, 

and have fo much of that trade that they 

think lightly of fupplying the home confump- 

tion. The houfes in this city which are in 

the American trade have generally orders from 

New Y o rk  fufficient to occupy them entirely 

for two years.

On enquiring into the circumftances of this 

manufacture one is furprized to learn, that the 

principal materials of it are imported from 

England though we are able to underfell the 

Britifh manufacturer ; and this furprize is en- 

creafed at finding not only that the materials 

are imported, but that the rate o f  wages in 

this manufacture is confiderably higher here 

than in England ; yet this is the cafe. The clay 

of which the pots are made, in which the 

metal of the flint glafs is run, is entirely Eng­

lifh, and the fand which, mixed with red 

lead, is now ufed as a fubftitute for flint is 

taken principally from the Ifle of W ight, and 

yet Irifh glafs comes at leaft ten per cent.
cheaper
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cheaper than Britifh. It is to the bad po­

licy of encumbering and embarraffing the ma­

nufacture in its procefs with duties and reve- 

nue-regulations from which the Irifh manu­

facture is happily free,* that this higher price 

o f  their glafs muft be owing ; and powerfully 

mifchievous muft thefe embarraffments be, 

when they are able to counteract the benefi­

cial effects o f cheap labour, great fkill, and 

great capital.

T h ough  the demand for flint glafs would 

furnifh ample employment for twenty houfes, 

it is vexatious to obferve, that at prefent only 

five exift in Ireland— two in Dublin, two in 

Belfaft, and one in Waterford. T o  what can 

it be ow in g that fuch opportunities o f mak­

ing wealth are fuffered to lie unimproved ? 

It is attributed to want o f capital, but when 

it is confidered that four or five thoufand pounds 

would fuifice for carrying on this bufinefs in fuch 

a way as to make it profitable, including a glafs

(houfe ;

r: Duties have been impofed on it fince the wiiting oi 
this.
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houfe ; furely this excufe cannot be confidered 

valid. It is perhaps more likely that the

advantages and facility of the manufacture 

are not generally known, and that there ] 

is too great a difinclination among our

people to enterprize in manufacture and trade. 

Though we have hitherto gone on moft fuc- 

cefsfully in this branch, it is certain that if  Ire­

land made the moft of her advantages, fhe 

might carry it on with ftill more fuccefs and 

profit. Were the coal mines wrought, it is

the general opinion of thofe concerned in the 

manufacture, that clay for glafs pots might be 

found in abundance in Ireland, as it is in the 

vicinity of coal mines that this fpecies of tena­

cious clay is always met with. In themfelves, 

too, coals are eftential to the manufacture, as 

there is none in which more fuel is confumed. 

W ith refpect to fand, if  fufficient care were 

taken to explore our fhores, it is hardly

poffible but that much might be found fit for 

the manufacture. It is confefted, that as yet 

little pains have been taken to make the ne- 

cefl'ary refearches. In crown glafs we are far 

from being as extenfive or as fuccefçful as in
R thç
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the flint glafs manufacture. In the manufac­

ture o f common bottles we have no reafon to 

complain either o f  our execution, or the dev 

mand. T h e  fand which is employed in this 

manufacture is had at home. T h e  Dublin 

bottle glafs houfes take theirs from the North

Bull.

O n the whole, this manufacture may be 

pointed out as one o f  thofe which beft feem 

to merit our attention ; at prefent it would 

afford employment to infinitely more hands 

than are engaged in it ;  and improved and im­

proving as it is, an attention to procure 

for it native materials, which undoubtedly 

we poflefs if we could be perfuaded to 

look for them, would raife it far above its 

prefent level.
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O f the Pottery.

This Manufacture fcarcely exifls in Ireland—  

Profperity of it in England owing to the exer* 

fions of one Man— England enjoys no exclujive 

advantages for it— The principal Material o f the 

IVtdgwood JVire not found where the Manufacture 

is carried on,

X f  there exift any manufacture of this kind 

beyond that of a few coarfe tiles, and ftill 

coarfer earthen ware, it is fo trivial as to de- 

ferve no notice. The pottery of England em­

ploys many thoufand perfons, and owes its 

prefent improved and extended ftate to the 

induftry, tafte and adventure of an indivis 

dual— Mr. Wedgewood, He has converted the 

leaft valuable materials of his country into 

goods of fuch extreme elegance as has pro­

cured for them a character in every nation of 

Europe, if not in every quarter of the world.

R % Yet
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Y e t  Mr. W edgw ood enjoyed no advantages 

from the government o f his country in efta- 

bliihing or profecuting this manufacture ; on 

the contrary, it is the opinion of Lord Shef­

field, that it has been more than any other 

manufacture clogged with imports and pro­

hibitions. A n  Irifhman cannot but blufh for 

the indolence o f his country, when he re- 

fleets on the exertions and fuccefsful labours 

o f  this man. W hat advantages had he, or has 

his country, for this manufacture which can 

adequately account for their exclufive pofief- 

iion o f this manufacture ?— moft certainly none ; 

and had Ireland a man like W edgewood, lhe, 

too, might have her lhare in this molt 

ufeful and lucrative manufacture. Every 

country in Europe, indeed, but Ireland has 

imitated the pottery ware o f England, yet, 

fome years back it was prophefied by Eng- 

lifhmen that Ireland, o f all the countries in 

Europe, would fooneft and with moft fuccefs 

begin the competition.

It deferves to be remembered on the fub- 

ject o f pottery, that none of the materials of

which



'w h ich  the Wedgwood ware is made are found 

in StafFordfhire except the clay o f which the 

moulds are made ; the clay for the ware it- 

felf is brought from Devonfhire, and the flint 

which is mixed with it, from Derbyihire. 

The grfat advantage which the manufacture 

enjoys then is in fuel, which, no doubt, is an 

eflential one ; but Ireland, too, has fuel (it 

has been often repeated, and often muit be 

repeated, when the fubject is the manufacture 

of Ireland) if fhe would ufe it ; Kilkenny, for 

inftance, might be made the Staffordihire o f 

Ireland.
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O f the P rovision T rade .
' I

th is trade is important to Ireland, but ought not 

to be put in competition either -with Tillage or 

M anuf iftures— and why— Difadvantages o f it in 

a National View — Salt, a raw Material o f the 

Provifion Trade,  is principally a foreign Article—  

The Demand in this trade, too,  is unjieady to a great 

degree. It requires great Capital and produces very 

/mall profit— The Export o f L ive Cattle the moft in- 

jurions Branch o f this Trade, has lately encreafed—  

In the prefent Circumftances o f the Country, 

however, the Provifion Trade cannot fafely be 

rejlrained but in proportion to the previous ad­

vancement o f Tillage and Manufacture— Hogs, 

the rearing o f them advantageous— Inftances o f 

Induftry and good Management in the Provifion 

Trade— Lofs rejulting from the Export o f the 

Hides raw— Obfervations on Salt— Necejfity o f 

Encouraging the making o f it, & c.

I n  treating o f manufactures the provifion 

trade muft not be forgotten, for, though lefs

obvioufly,
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ôbviouflv, it is a manufacture as much as the 

making of ftockings, or the weaving of cloth. 

W hen Ireland ceafed to be a manufacturing 

country in other refpe&s, the provifion trade 

began to be confidered as her ftaple in the 

want of other manufactures, and in the 

wretched ftate of her tillage it was the only 

fource of induftry, though a miferable one in­

deed, which remained to her. Even in the pre­

fent improved ftate of Ireland, with her til­

lage much extended, and manufactures of 

various kinds arillng in different paits of the 

kingdom, the provifion trade is an object of 

much importance, for neither her tillage nor 

her manufactures are yet able to afford full 

employment to her people ; but to put it in 

competition either with tillage or manufac­

tures would be injudicious in a high degiee ; 

nor can it be purfued beyond certain limits 

without coming into competition with them, 

for feveral reafons.

In the firft place tillage employs a much

greater number of hands than the proviiion

trade can do, allowing the greateft number

poffible for the curing, flaughtering, &c. it
adds



adds more alfo to the national capital by 

employing a greater portion o f  productive la­

bour: but with the advancement o f tillage, an 

encreafe o f the provifion trade feems to be in­

compatible, for the grounds which are occu­

pied in grazing black cattle, are fo much ta­

ken out o f tillage.

In the fécond place, the rearing o f black 

cattle obftructs manufactures in the fame pro­

portion as it does tillage ; for we have alrea­

dy feen, that manufactures profper in propor­

tion to the agriculture o f the country, agri­

culture encrealing population, and a full po­

pulation affording the beft market for manu­

factures.

But the provifion trade is liable to other 

objections, without confidering it as oppofed to 

other manufactures, or to tillage. O f  the pro­

vifion trade, one o f the moil eflential mate­

rials is fait; an article which Ireland has not 

o f  her own, in fufficient quantities, to anfwer 

an extenfive trade in provifion. It therefore 

lies under the fame difadvantage as thofe ma­

nufactures o f which the raw material is fo­

reign,
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reign, and of which we may not always have 

a certain fupply. It would be eafy to recollect 

how often the legiflative deliberations of Ire­

land havebeen held in fufpence, while parliament­

ary wifdom was occupied in weighing the pro­

babilities whether a given meafure would, 

if  adopted, endanger our fupply of this impor­

tant article, and dwelling on the neceffity of 

prudent caution, in a point which affected the 

exiftence of the fécond manufacture of the 

country. How unhappy is it that a ma­

nufacture, the profperity, if not the exiftence 

of which depends on the forbearance or ca­

price of other countries, ihould be of fuch 

vital confequence to us ; and how injudicious 

would it be in Ireland to make it of ftill 

greater moment, by extending it farther, in 

preference to other modes of induftry ?

The provifion trade is faid to be disadvan­

tageous in another refpect ; it is unfteady. 

The demand in war time, and in peace, dif­

fers very widelv, of which the confequence is, 

that of thofe who are employed when the demand 

is briilc, many are deprived of employment and
left
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left a prey to poverty and difcontent, when 

peace fcatters plenty and content through the 

reft of the community. A  noble writer on 

the manufactures and trade of Ireland, has 

denied this fact, and in proof of his allega­

tion, that the trade was not diminished in 

peace or encreafed in war, he has given an 

abfiract of the exports of proviilon, for five 

years of peace, and five of war, by which it 

appears, that the peace export exceeded the ex­

port in war. There is the belt reafon how­

ever to believe that his arguments are incon- 

clufive, and his doflrine falfe ; for in thofe 

returns, the provifions taken by the army and 

fleets are not included, and undoubtedly thefe 

are they which make the variation. He fays, 

indeed, (but we know not whence he had 

his authority) that the export to the fleets was 

not very confiderable ; but in this point he 

has probably been mifiaken, as the general 

opinion of thofe converfant in the trade is 

directly againft him.

Among the great impediments that obftruct 

Ireland in manufactures and commerce, it is

frequently
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frequently faid, that the greateft is her want 

of capital, and that, therefore, thofe manufac­

tures which require leaft capital are clearly 

the moil eligible. The provilion trade cannot 

be ranked among thofe. Grazing requires a 

very extenfive itock, and produces very fmall 

profits. According to 3NIr. Young, the profits 

are not more than the legal intereft of mo­

ney, exclüfive of the riik of lois, and bad 

markets. Such a trade then, fwallowing up 

much o f the capital o f a poor country, pro­

ducing little, and employing few, can fcarcely 

be faid to be fitted for Ireland. It tends to 

deprefs the exertions of the country, by turn­

ing its wealth into an unprofitable channel, 

banifhing induftry and intelligence from the 

land, and fjpporting, without effort or ad­

venture, a race of ufelefs men, who, in pro­

portion to their wealth, depopulate the coun- 
«

try, and become more wealthy as the coun­

try is more depopulated.

Jf the provifion trade in its befr ftatc feems 

thus to be injurious, or at lealt but little be­

neficial, compared with agriculture and manu­

factures,
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failures, what muft it be when it cxifts ftrip- 

ped of the few recommendations which it de­

rives from the labour of curing and thofe 

other operations which are required in faving 

the produce of cattle ? It is certainly of all 

modes of occupying capital the worft : vet fuch 

is the trade which has for fome years been 

growing in Ireland, and is at prefent mifchie- 

voufly extenfive—■ the exportation of live cat­

tle. When a bullock is fiaughtered in Ire­

land, the falting, packing, cooperage, and por­

terage, afford employment at leaft to a few ; 

the leaft valuable parts of the fleih, give a 

cheap fupply of meat to the poor, and the 

hide affords materials for a valuable and im­

portant manufacture. But when live ftock is 

exported, all thofe advantages are transferred 

to that country in which they are ilaughtered ; 

all the benefit derived to Ireland is, that two 

or three herdfmen have been fupported on 

two or three hundred acres, and that a large 

capital has been employed to very little 

purpofe, which might have given labour and 

comfort to thoufands in ufeful manufactures, 

or been fuccefsfully employed in the produc­

tive
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tive labours of agriculture. The magnitude 

of this evil may be judged of from the average 

export of bullocks and cows for the la ft three 

years, which is: no left than 10,877 head*

That the provifion trade, then, however 

well fitted Ireland may be to rear cattle, and 

however fure Hie may be of a market, ought 

not to be encouraged beyond certain limits, 

feems to be fufficiently clear. It may not be 

equally eafy to afcertain where thofe limits 

lie. W ere the queftion to be confidered in 

the abftraft it might be faid, that this trade 

ought to be profecuted only fo far as it was 

connected with agriculture, that is only fo far 

as the rearing and fattening of cattle was the 

neceflary refult of tillage. But, circumftanced 

as Ireland at prefent is with refpect to the 

proviiion trade, it could not with fafety be 

reduced fuddenly within this narrow compafs, 

It is now one of the principal objects of 

export, and forms almoii the whole of the 

commerce of the fécond city in the kingdom. 

It would not be wife to diflolve this tie by 

which we are connected in commerce with

other
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other countries until, by the growth o f our 

manufactures we fhall have formed others ; 

and though the provifion trade furnifhes em­

ploy but to few in proportion to the capital 

and extent o f country it occupies, yet until 

we have acquired means of more general and 

certain occupation for our poibr, it would be 

impolitic to contract or ltop up even this fource 

o f  induftry.

T h e  obfervations we have hitherto made 

apply principally to that part o f the trade 

which depends on black cattle. There is an­

other branch o f it which feerns not only to 

be unexceptionable, but to deferve every en­

couragement, namely, the pork and bacon 

trade. Hogs, as they are reared in Ireland, 

on the refufe of the peafant’s food, may be 

confidered as fo much produced by the care 

and induftry of the owner. They form a com^ 

fortable fupplement to his fcanty earnings, and 

in doing fo are in effect a premium for agrir 

Culture; for the more the peafant derives from 

the hogs which he rears, the lefs will he need 

■to receive for his labours in the field. In

either

. \
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either point of view, therefore, whether the 

promotion of agriculture, or the comfort of 

the peafant be eoniidered, this branch o f the; 

provifion trade delerves to be ci;erilhed.

It affords pleafure to obferve, that whatever 

may be the tendency of this trade, whether 

it be fuch as ought to be difcouraged becaufe 

it obftrudts tillage ; or cherilhed becaufe its 

returns are large, and at prefent eiTentjal to 

the commercial weal of Ireland, we profecute 

it, in fome inftances at leaft, in fuch a man­

ner as to make it as profitable as may be. 

In Cork, the city moft deeply engaged in 

the export of provifions, every part of the 

beuft is made the moft of. Sometimes the 

belly is . faved and barrelled, and even thofe 

parts that are apparently worthlefs are cured 

and exported. It were well we could fay 

with equal truth, that we are as careful to 

avail ourfelves of the advantages which might 

be derived from the manufacture of the hides, 

but, here indeed, we are greatly deficient— of 

thefe a very great proportion are exported 

raw, by which we lofe the benefits that would

refult
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refult from the tannage, and the many fuble- 

quent operations o f the manufacture o f lea­

ther. T he magnitude o f this lofs cannot ea- 

fily be afcertained, as the quantity entered 

for export, it is believed on good grounds, 

falls greatly fhort, (particularly in calves ikins) 

of the quantity actually exported.

If the provifion trade be one which Ire- 

land mult profecute, the fir ft objed fhould be 

to fecure a fupply o f good fait on reafonable 

terms. W ere it poffible to procure a fuffi­

cient ftock of native fait, a great objeót in­

deed would be attained. It feems as if  

fufficient attention had not been paid to this 

fubjech Not only the provifion trade, but the 

fifheries, an object o f equal, if  not more im­

portance, fuffer from their dependence on fo­

reigners for this article, and it is impoffible 

to forefee to what extent this mifchief may 

run. It has been frequently known that fait 

for the herring fiihery has coft at the rate of 

ic i .  ios. per ton, which is 7I. 10s. above the 

average price o f that article. It deferves to 

be very feriouily confidered, whether it would

bç
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be practicable by public encouragement, or 

other means, to extend fait making in Ireland 

till it fhould be in fome degree proportioned 

to the confumption.

Hitherto, Iriih-made fait has lain under dif- 

repute. It is faid to be weaker than that im­

ported even from Great Britain, This is pc- 

cafioned by its being lefs boiled, and it is lefs 

boiled in Ireland, in confequençe of the great­

er fcarcity of fuel. Thus our deficiency in 

this one article feems to affect ail our prin­

cipal manufactures. A  defect of induftry in 

one inftance, throws difficulties in the way of 

çxertion in every other.
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S e c t i o n  x i i .

O f t h e  F i s h e r i e s .

IThefe as well as the Provifion Trade may rank among 

Manufactures— Advantages that refult from them• 

Modes o f encouraging them— Salt Works— Red* 

herrings negleCled in Ireland— Extent o f this Branch 

in England, — Herring F  i/her y principally fitted

fo r  this Country in its prefent cïrçumfiancçs,

- A .N A L A G O U S  to the provifion trade are in 

fome meafure the fifheries. T h ey  come under 

the head of manufactures, becaufe to catch and 

cure fifh is as much an object of art and manual 

labour as any affignable* That the fifheries 

deferve much attention from Ireland is obvious 

to any perfon who coniiders the immenfe ad­

v a n ta g e s  that refult to an ifland fituated like 

Ireland from an induftrious and fuccefsful 

fiihery ; it furniihes cheap and wholefome pro- 

vifions for her poor ; it affords employment to 

large numbers ; it is one of the moft productive 

fources of national wealth ; it is the beft nur- 

fery o f hardy feamen ; it gives the ftrongeft

impulfe



impulfe to íhip-building, and by fupplying a# 

valuable article of export to other countries, 

creates an open by which other manufactures 

may find their way to diftant markets.

Its importance has been long known to the 

mo ft intelligent men in Ireland, and to none 

more than to that eltimable and refpected charac­

ter whopi Ireland has fo lately loft, and whofe 

memory will to Irifhtnen be long dear, the 

late W . B. Conyngham. Sagacious in find­

ing out the beft objects to which the induftry 

o f his country might be directed, and fteady 

in recommending them by his advice, while 

he affifted in the profecution of them by his 

counfeis, his labours, and his purfe, the fifh- 

cries of Ireland # early caught his attention, 

and throughout his ufeful and active life, 

were a primary object o f his care. His 

munificence in expending a fum o f 20,000!. 

of his private fortune, in addition to an 

equal fum obtained by his advice and zeal 

from Parliament, for the promotion of the her­

ring fifhery on the North Coaft, will long 

honourably diftinguifh his name while the
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lingular fatality which attended his liberal 

efforts will remain a monument of the ihort-fight- 

ednefs of human policy, and the inefficiency of 

the beft intentions.

Notwithftanding the advantages which Ire­

land enjoys for profecuting her fiiheries, little 

has been done in this way. The inhabitants 

o f  our coafts have feen foreigners come to 

feek and gather on the fhores of Ireland that 

wealth which nature feems to have defjgned 

for Iriihmen ; nor have we profited from this 

çircumftance, as we might have done, in catch­

ing from thofe adventurers their habits of 

perfeverance, induftry and neatnefs. W e have 

not the fame degree of patience in feeding for 

fifh, by which the Dutch and our nearer 

neighbours the Scotch are diftinguiihed ; nor 

that accuracy and nicenefs in curing them 

when found, by which the former have ob­

tained for their fiih fo widely extended a mar­

ket. He who would effectually promote the 

Iriih fifhery muft direct the attention of the 

people to thofe important points, and there is

no



no reafon to fear but that they are attainable 

by well-guided exertion.

T o  prove that this objeit is worth attention 

on the part o f Ireland, or that there is no 

purfuit for which, in any point o f view, fhe 

feems better fitted, muft be fuperfluous— for 

what need of argument to prove that it is 

advantageous to a nation to take up and 

preferve a valuable article o f  food and com­

merce which the fpontaneous bounty o f na­

ture throws upon her coafts, or that a nation 

is fitted to profecute a trade which every 

neighbour nation crouds to her fhores to partake 

in ? It is of more importance to fuggeft means 

by which her induftry in this way may be 

aflifted, and to do this requires a more mi­

nute knowledge o f fifheries than the writer 

o f this eftay pofieiTes. There are, however, 

fome general topics of advice, which, though 

they occur to every man who fits down to 

coniider for a moment the ftate of the Iriih 

fifheries, yet appear to be forgotten. Am ong 

thefe is the providing of a cheap fupply of fait 

in thofe places which are moft occupied in
the
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the curing. T h is  is, as we have already ob- 

ferved with regard to the proviiion trade, a raw 

material in this manufacture, and therefore to 

fecure any degree o f permanent fuccefs in the 

purfuit it is neceilary that this point fliould in 

the firft place be attended to.

Next to an actual encouragement for the 

boiling of fak, the trade in that article would 

be beft promoted by being as little encumbered 

with duty and revenue regulations as poffible. 

In Scotland the fait for their fithery is m uch lefs 

loaded with thefe than that which is ufed in the 

fifhery o f Ireland. T h e  fuperiority o f Scotland 

in filhery has been attributed to this immunity, 

and perhaps is rather attributable to that caufe 

than to any advantage o f fuperior ikill, or induftry.

Salt works have within a few years rifen along 

the north-weftern coaft, but they are far from 

being numerous or proportioned to the want. 

W e re  thefe and flores erected in fufficient num­

bers, immenfe advantages might be expected. 

A t prefent while fifh is falted in holes dug in the 

earth and then covered with the foil, little neat- 

nefs or excellence can be expected in curing.

Betides
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Befides tlie erection o f ftores, &c. in fuffi- 

cient numbers,' more attention fhould be paid 

to enforcing a careful and honeft mode of 

curing and making up. There are few ma­

nufactures carried on in Ireland, in which 

fome public check of this kind on the negli­

gence or difhoneity of the individuals, would 

not be ufeful.

Ireland has not yet been fufficiently atten­

tive to the curing o f red herrings. Her neigh­

bours procure from her the means o f carry­

ing on this manufacture. T h e  extent o f this 

branch, fo much neglected by us, may be 

judged of from the quantity of fifh carried to 

the Liverpool and the lfle of Man red herring 

houfes, in two years, 1780 and 1781. In the 

firft year they took from Lough Swilly, the 

cargoes of feventy-one velfels, in quantity

39,000 maizes (a maize is 500 herrings) for 

which they paid at the rate of iod. per hun­

dred, 8,125b In the fécond year they took 

from the fame place the cargoes of one hun­

dred and feventy velfels for their red-herring 

houfes ; the quantity was 49,950 maizes, tor

which
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which they paid 12,4871. 10s. T h e  fum total 

o f the two years 88,950 maizes, amounting to 

20,6l2l. JOS.

O f  the various filheries, that o f  herringi 

feems to be beft adapted to Ireland* T h e  fifh 

never totally defert her coaft ; they may not 

indeed always embay precifely at the fame 

time o f  the year, 01* exa&Iy at the fame 

place, but on fome part o f  the coaft they are 

at one time or other of the year always to 

be found ; and the curing and management o f  

thefe fifh requires lefs ikill. U ntil Ireland be­

comes more attentive and expert at fifhing in 

general, and has a greater capital to fpread 

over a variety o f objeóts, it is right that fhe 

ihould confine her exertions princi 

branch.
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O f  t h e  P a p e r  M a n u f a c t u r e .

I

Recommending Circumftances of this Manufacture—  

Difficulties under 'which it labours— Scarcity and ' 

Dearnefs of Materials— Caufes of it— Monopoli­

zing fpirit o f the Manufacturer— Large Capital 

required<— and confiderable Experience— Duty on 

Imported Paper— Its EjfeCls on the Manufacture 

— Conclufion.

T h i s  manufacture has to recommend it that 

ftrongeft o f  arguments, that it is a thriving 

manufacture, and that its prefent itate, both as to 

the quantity made, and the quality o f it, is 

m uch more refpectable than it was fome years 

ago.

No country in the world, perhaps, is better 

adapted for the papef manufacture, with ref- 

p e û  to local circumftances, than Ireland. E ve­

ry where one may find water in abundance,

and

z6$
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and there is fcarcely a fquare league in the 

kingdom, which does not afford a good niill- 

iite. W ith  refpect to labour, we are at leaft 

as well o ff  as our neighbours, and we have 

among ourfelves a market more than equal to 

the confumption o f  any quantity we are likely 

for a long time to be able to produce. A  

manufacture thus circumftanced, feems already 

to enjoy very conliderable advantages, and to 

deferve every farther aid that can be given 

to raife it to that height which it feems capa­

ble o f  attaining.

Notwithftanding thefe advantages, however, 

the paper manufacture labours under difficul­

ties which greatly deprefs it. W e  ihall be 

forgiven for entering into them with fome 

minutenefs, becaufe they are perhaps not very 

generally known, and therefore the ill effects 

produced by one caufe, are very often wrong­

ly attributed to another. It is from this igno­

rance o f the real fiate* o f the manufacture 

that fuch a clamour has been raifed againft 

the .duty on foreign paper, recently impofed ; 

for xvere the circuniftances of the manufacture

generally
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generally known and duly attended to, the 

caufe of thofe complaints which have been 

made, with indeed good reafon, would be

found to lie not in the duty, but in the ma­

nagement of the manufacture ilfelf, and the 

conduit, avarice, and monopoly of the manu­

facturers.

O f the difadvantages, then, under which the 

paper manufacture at prefent labours, the prin­

cipal is, the fcarcity and dearnefs o f the ma­

terial, rags. O f the quantity of this material

neceflary for the manufacture, only a part can 

be had at home— the reft is had, fome from 

Italy, and a great deal from the low countries ; 

and the exifting circumftances o f thofe coun­

tries, and of Europe, eaiily account for its be­

ing fcarce and dear. W hen the war fhall be 

terminated, and a proper communication with 

the Netherlands be again opened, the manu­

facture will neceifarilv find a more eafy and 

cheap fupply. Could our people be imme­

diately taught that ceconomy which can arife 

only from habits of flow growth, we might 

within ourfelves find materials enough for the

manufacture
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manufacturé. W ere every family to preferve 

their rags, and like the inhabitants o f  thofe 

countries, to which, in this inftance, we are 

obliged to refort, let nothing go to iofs which 

might be converted to a ufeful purpofe, the 

paper manufacture in Ireland might on do- 

meftic materials be extended much bevond itsJ

prefent limits. Habits o f  flovenly negligence, 

however, it is painful to reflect, are at prefent 

too prevalent, not merely among the lower, 

but the middling ranks o f  fociety in Ireland, 

to juftify a hope that we ihall foon fee families ' 

careful to preferve thefe trifles either from ceco- 

nomical or public-fpirited motives. T il l  then 

the manufacture muft lie under the difadvantage 

o f trufting to the uncertain and variable fupply 

of foreign materials.

It is not to the war only that the high price 

o f  rags and their fcarcity is attributable. Since 

the impofition o f the duty on foreign paper, the 

demand for Irifh paper has very greatly en­

creafed. This encreafed demand has neceilarily 

encreafed the demand for the material, and of 

courfe has raifed the price o f it. T his is a na­

tural



tural and inevitable confequence of a fudden 

extenfion of the manufacture, but it is a con­

fequence which will probably be but o f a ihort 

duration ; for the high price will naturally 

augment the number of thofe engaged in the 

collection of the materials j this will bring a 

larger ftock to market, and the material will 

again, probably, fink to its former level, unlefs 

we fuppofe that the induftry and activity o f thofe 

people had before been ftretched to the utmoft 

point, and that they were therefore incapable of 

further exertion ; a fuppofition which in this 

cafe appears by no means natural.

But there are other difadvantages of much 

more ferious importance to the profperity of 

the manufacture. W ith the creation o f thefe 

the manufacturers are charged— Such are the un- 

juftifiable means to which it is faid they re­

fort to preferve to themfelves a monopoly of 

the manufacture. At prefent there are but 

very few engaged in the paper trade, and 

thefe generally men o f  confiderable wealth ; if  

a man lefs waalthv prefumes to enter into com­

petition with thefe, they crufh him by facri-
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firing a coniiderable fmn to fhut him out of 

the trade— if, for inftance, the poor man bids 

for materials, the monopolifts bid ftill higher, 

and thtty continue to rife in the fcale until 

they get above the pitch of the poor man’s 

capital. As their greater property enables them 

to out-bid him in the purchafe of the mate­

rials, fo does it enable them to underfell him 

in the manufactured goods, until they either 

ruin him, or make him quit the bufmefs to 

avoid ruin. It is a difadvantage indeed to the 

paper manufacture that it requires fuch a ca- 
%

pital as few poor men can embark in it.

► This afijfts the fcheme of the monopolifts, and 

has greatly contributed to keep the manufac­

ture in its prefent contrafted ftate. This dif­

advantage is aggravated by another, nameJy, 

that confiderable fkill and inceftant affiduity is 

efiential to carrying on the paper making with 

fuccefs ; the perfons employed in the fubordi- 

nate parts of the manufacture are the verv 

Jowcft of the people, and have that propenfity 

to cunning and fraud by which this clafs are 

unhappily diftinguiihed. Hence the ftriéteft at­

tention is necefiary in dealing with them,

while
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while in the higher parts of the manufa&urt 

the fuperintendance o f  the workman requires 

a very confiderable degree o f  (kill in the bu- 

finefs. Thefe circumftances prevent men o f capi­

tal, not converfant in paper-making, from en­

gaging in the bufinefs.

W hile the manufacture is confined to a few, 

the mifchiefs of monopoly muft ever be ex­

pected. O f  this the paper-makers have re­

cently given the ftrongeft proofs— A ‘confiderable 

length o f time after the impofition o f the 

duty, and after the materials had riftS to their 

highefi: pitch in confeqúence o f the encreafed 

demand ; the working paper makers turned 

out, as the phrafe is, for an encreafe of 

wages. The maftens kept them out until the 

market was completely exhaufted ; they then 

agreed to raife the wages agreeably to the de­

mand of the workmen»— viz. three fhillings 

per week, and, in confequence o f this, raifed 

paper one fhilling per ream. Now this rife, 

calculating the quantity which each workman 

is fuppofed to make in a wçek, was thirty-fix­

fold more than the occafion would warrant.

Notwithftanding thefe difcouragmg circum­

ftances
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fiances in the nature of the manufacture 

itfelf, and the monopolizing fpirit of thofe 

engaged in it, the number of manufac­

turers, it is pleafant to obferve, is encreafing 5
%

and while the demand for Irifh paper continues 

as it has done fince the impofition of the late 

duty on foreign paper, and the profits of the ma­

nufacture remain as great as they are well known 

to be, there cannot be a doubt but more men 

of capital will every day be added to the num­

ber.*- Whatever means would tend to accelerate 

this opening of the manufa&ure by throwing it 

into more hands, muft infallibly tend to improve 

its quality and lôwer its price? and of courfe 

remove thofe complaints which are at prefent 

made with fo much good reafon.

The bookfeller, the printer, and indeed the 

public generally, are almoft unanimous in at­

tributing to the duty on foreign paper the en- 

creafed price, and, as they call it, the debafed 

quality of the home-made paper. W e have 

already feen that there are other caufes by which 

the firft of thefe may in fome meafure be ac­

counted for, and it is very doubtful whether

the
*  T h e  duty on home-made paper was not im pofed

when this eflky was written.



the latter at all exifts. A  worfe kind of paper 

is indeed fold for the former price, but this 

only ihews that the prices of paper have rifen—  

for certainly paper of any given denomination 

is made at leaft as good now as beiore the duty 

was impofed. That the duty, however, has 

afforded a pretext to the workman to raife 

his wages, and to the mailer manufacturer to 

enhance his profits, and that both defcriptions 

have availed themfelves to the utmoft of the 

opportunity, cannot be denied ; yet is the 

duty by no means the lefs wife, or the lefs 

likely to be beneficial in its confequencesi 

Every duty W'hich goes to protect the home 

manufacture in any article muft operate in the 

firft inftance in raifing the price of that ma* 

nufacture, by encreafing the demand for it. 

I f  it did not operate in this way it muft be 

ufelefs— for if the home manufaótuie could, 

without the duty, be brought to market as 

cheap and as good as the foreign, it would 

be fuperfluous to protect it by a duty, and it 

not, then this duty, by confining in fome de­

gree the confumption to the home manufac­

ture, obliges the public to give for it a higher

price than the foreign was fold for.
T  '  But
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But this inconvènience which immediately 

follows the impofition o f à protecting duty is 

but temporary, provided the manufacture is 

fuch as the country is fitted for. The cer­

tainty of a confiant and profitable market 

quickly induces numbers to engage in the 

manufacture, and by the emulation of thefe, 

by the divifion of labour which always follows 

the extenfion of manufacture, and the encreafed 

fupply of improved goods produced, the price 

is foon reduced to its former ftandard, and in 

a fhort time, by the operation of thefe caufes, 

falls below it* Such, there is every reafonto 

hope, will be the event with refpect to the 

manufacture of paper.

The outcry raifed againft the duty on im­

ported paper affords the ftrongeft proof how 

inconfiderate and inconiiftent is fometimes a 

popular clamour. Thofe very men who 

are now mofi warm and noify in declaiming 

againft the paper duty are thofe who, a few 

years fince were equally warm and noify in 

calling for protecting duties generally. The 

doctrine then was, that when the home mar­

ket
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ket was fecured to us we muft necefiarily im­

prove in every manufacture, and produce them 

cheaper. The wifdom of the legislature has 

now given them a fpecimen of protecting du­

ties in an inftance which affe&s themfelves 

— they revoke their opinion, or modeltly af- 

fert, that the only exception to it is that ma­

nufacture by the protection of which they, for 

a time, fuffer. This is not the place to fay 

whether protecting duties in general be ufeful 

or not ; but it is obvious, from the experi­

ence which this inftance affords, that the quef* 

tioji ought to be decided by fomething elfe 

than the noife of a multitude.

It is plain, by what has been faid under this head, 

that from the progrefs which has already been 

made in the paper manufacture, from the im­

portance ©f it to the country, from the pecu­

liar advantages which we enjoy for carrying 

it on by the abundance of water and mill-

fites that are to be met with in every part of

the kingdom, it deferves to be made a pri­

mary object of attention ; but that notwith* 

(landing thefe advantages, the manufacture la­

bours under difficulties from the paucity of

T  2 t-he
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fhe number engaged in it, from the fcarcity of 

foreign materials, and the negligence of our 

people in faving thofe that are produced at 

home ; and that of courfe, whatever degree of 

aid it may be thought fit to afford this ma­

nufacture ihould be directed to thefe points.

SECTION



S E C T I O N  XIV,

O f t h e  D i s t i l l e r y  a n d  B r e w e r y .

D jJM kry — Advantages o f it— do not compenfate for  

the E v ils  it occaftons— Reafons fo r  difcouraging it

,__Brewery— It produces all the Benefits o f the

D ijlillery , without any o f its Disadvantages Im­

portance o f it— III Effects refulting from the Re-

filiations o f  itf

O f  the Diftillery foraething has been faid 

before, under another head. It is only necef- 

fary to fay here, that however ftrongly this 

manufacture (for fuch it is) may be recom­

mended by its furnifhing a market for the 

farmer and fo far encouraging tillage, or by 

its producing a revenue and fo far allevia­

ting the burden of taxes which muft fall fome 

where ; thefe recommendations are totally in­

adequate to compenfate the immenfity of mis­

chiefs which it creates, by vitiating the mo- 

p is  of the people, debilitating the bodies and
enervating



enervating the minds of the poorer clafles, in* 

troducing habits of idlenefs and a propenlitv 

to tumult in thofe on whofe induftry the 

fuccefs of our manufactures depends, and on 

whofe fubmiffion to the laws refis the quiet of 

the country. A  manufacture fuch as this, 

ought at all events to be difcouraged, for no 

evil that can refult from its fuppreffion, can 

be equal to thofe which its profperity produ­

ces. The financier who always meafures pub­

lic happinefs by the extent of revenue, may 

find arguments to embarrafs the queflion, whe­

ther or not this manufacture of poifon ihould 

be reftrained ?— He may tell us, that the de- 

preffion of it ihould be gradual, that many of 

the evils that are charged on it are attribu­

table to other caufes, that it may, by proper 

regulations, be made a fource of benefit in- 

ftead of ruin, and that at all events, without 

it the refources of the ftate will fall ihort, and 

therefore it is a neceflary ill. But the 

ftatefinan, w'hofe views and underftanding arg 

not contraited by the habit of attending to 

one official object, will fee the fallacy of this 

' reafoning ; he will know, that when a difeafe

has



has taken deep root, and fpread widely thro’ 
a country, a radical cure cannot be effected V 
by gentle palliatives; that a manufacture which 
goes to fap the morals and induftry of a na­
tion, muft be produ&ive of every mifchief 
which a people ihould fear ; and that whatever 
temporary or  partial inconveniencies may. 
arife from the depreflion of that manufacture, 
they will be compenfated a thoufand-fold by 
thofe new refources which will be found in 
the encreafed induftry of a fober people.

T h e  brewery has all the advantages which 
the diftillery can boaft, unattended by its mif- 
chiefs, i t  is, like the diftillery, c o n n e te d  
with  the agriculture of the country, and fur- 
niihes a market for its p roduce :  it does, or 
m ight employ confiderable numbers, and its 
whole value, except the coft of  the imported 
hops, is the produce of the labour employed 
in it. O n  thofe who confume it, its effects are 
the contrary of thofe produced by diftilled fpirits ; 
inftead of debilitating, it Strengthens ; while i ta t-  
fords a comfortable and exhilarating beverage 
for the workman, which promotes, inltead of

impeding
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impeding his exertions. For thefe reafons the 

brewery ihould be ranked in the firft clafs of thofe 

manufactures to which the attention of Ireland 

ihould be directed ; and thefe arguments in its fa­

vour derive additional ilrength from the conli- 

deration, that there is nothing in the circum- 

ftances of the country which difqualifies it 

from attaining to eminence in this article, and 

that by neglecting judicioufly to cultivate it, 

no lefs a fum than 120,000k* is annually fent 
out of the kingdom.

That much pains have been taken to 

regulate this trade, the friends of it acknow­

ledge and lament : but the refult of thefe 

labours for the promotion of the brewery, has 

been its depreffion ; as that of thofe for the 

depreffion of the diitillery, has been the pro­

motion of that deftructive manufacture. 

T o  enter into a minute difcuffion of the fyftem 

which was adopted, and fo long pertina- 

cioufly adhered to with regard to the brew- 

ery, would protract this eflay beyond all to­

lerable bounds ; nor does fuch a difcuffion ap­

pear

*  T h e import for 1793, was 124,423 barrels— for 1794, 
76.255 ditto— for 1795, 72,398 ditto.



pear fo clofcly connected with ou r  object, as 
to make it neeefiary to attempt if. It  fhall 
therefore fuffice to fay, that the experience of 
fo many years, ihould long before have con- 
vinced thofc who had the fuperintendance of

Im * *the Irifh brewery, that the principles on 
which it had ' been managed, were founded 
in  error ; and that, therefore, fome other, per­
haps the  directly oppofite fvftem, ought to have 
been adopted. Inftead of  being trammelled in 
every operation of his bufinefs, and obliged 
to work in every ftep, from the commence­
ment to the conclufion of  the procefs, by 
Act of Parliament, the brewer ihould have been 
left without reftriction in the profecution of the 
trade, whatever means might be thought 
necefiary for afcertaining the quality, or limit­
ing the price of the liquor produced.

a 8 i
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O f T a n n ag e .

Promotion of the Tanning Trade renders that of 

Provifm more beneficial̂ — Declining ftate of it—  

Caufes of it— High Price and bad ghialily of 

Bark— The Excfie Duty— Export of Raw Hides 

— The Home-market being flocked by the Englifh 

Tanner Yet thefe dfadvantages do not prove that 

this Manufacture is not one of the beft fitted for 

Ireland, for Remedies may be found for - them—r 

Hopes entertained of Foreign Bark,

So long as the provifion trade continues to 

be, as it has been called, the fécond ftaple of 

tne country, the tanning trade will deferve a 

very particular regard. I f  there be any cir- 

cumftance which can make that trade bevond
J

controverfv a real benefit to Ireland, it muft be 

fuch a cultivation of the tannage and leather 

manufacture as ihall keep the hides at home till 

ïhev have reached the luft ftage of improvement.

. At
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At prefent thefe branches are in rapid decline, 
and it will require no little ikill to prevent the 
total annihilation of one o f  them— the tan­
nage.

It is not vet two and twenty years fince there 
were annually exported from Ireland 50,000 
tanned hides after the home confumption was 
fully fatisfied. From  that period the export 
gradually declined, until  on an average of five 
years ending March, 1782, it was no more than  
12,973. In  the year 83 the export was ftill 
lefs, it did not exceed 11,500, and from that 
year the declenfion has continued, unti l  at pre- 
ftnt there is not a fingle tanned hide exported, 
nor are we even able to fupply our  own con­
fumption. There  are daily importations of 
Britifh tanned leather, which though  at prefent 
fmall, will in all probability continue to en­
creafe. T he  import of tanned hides in 1792 
was 9956. It is not eafy perhaps to account 
trulv and fatisfaéïorily for this decline in one 
of our moft valuable manufactures ; the caufes 
to which it is attributed, however, are eafily 
learned, and many of them are at leaft feafi* 
ble, if not tfue,

The
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The lofs of the export trade, it is alledged,

has been occafioned by a gradual rife in the 

price of our tanned leather, and the growth of 

tannage in thofe countries to which the ex­

port ufed to take place. Thofe countries are 

Italy, and the different ports of the Mediterra­

nean, which took, at leaft nine-tenths of the 

whole quantity exported. This rife in the 

price of leather, which wrent beyond the ca­

pacity of our cuitomers to purchafe, is attri­

buted to two caufes— one, the great demand 

for green hides in our market, by the Englifh 

factors, and which has been fo great, that the 

export of raw hides has trebled that of tan­

ned, even when this trade was beft ; the fé­

cond is the encreafed price, and depraved 

quality of Britifh bark, which yet, as the tan­

ners fay, is the only kind within their reach,

That thefe cjiufes have exifted, is matter 

of facSt——the firft is proved by the cuftom- 

houfe returns, which, tho’ they may not be 

perfectly accurate in the article of exported 

hides, yet are good eviden'ce in this cafe, be- 

caufe the error, if any, is but a diminution of

the
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the quantity exported. T h e  fécond is proved 
by the concurrent teftimony of «ill who have 
been converfant in the bark trade— it has 
rifen in price from 4I. per ton to its prefent 
value of i l l .  10s.— it has rifen in  fact in 
a far greater ratio, for at prefent the tanner  
is obliged to buy his bark with the outfide, 
o r  ufelefs parts from which it was formerly 
freed before fale; the weight of  this ufelefs 
matter is not lefs than fourteen pounds in the 
cwt. on a moderate average, by which the ef* 
iicient part of the bark becomes dearer by 
one-eighth, which makes the price of  a ton of  
ufeiul bark from England at this day 12I. 19s.

T o  thefe caufes which, at firit view, appear 
fuch as mult  necefiarily operate againft the 
manufacture, another is added, of which per­
haps the mifchievous tendency is not lefs evi­
dent, and that is the excife duty on tanned 
leather. T h is  duty is alledged to be mifchiev­
ous, for this reafon among others, that it is 
laid upon an article of which the firit m an u­
facturer cannot raife the price proportionably on 
the public, and therefore it is a tax againft

the
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the manufacture, and not upon the public* 
I hat this affertion of the tanners’ is t iue  is 
proved beyond controverfy by faéls, one of 
which is, that green hides fell at prefent con- 
fiderabiy higher than immediately previous to 
the impofition of the duty, and vet the price 
of  leather is two-pence per pound le'fs than it 
was at that period, although neither bark has 
fallen, nor is any item of expence in the ma­
nufacture diminifhed. Thefe faóts are indif- 
putable— the caufes which have produced them 
are not fo eafily difcovered. One probable caufe 
of the fall, however, is, that at the time when 
the duty was impofed, the ihoe-makers and other 
workers in leather forefeeing that the duty 
would necefTarily, as they thought, induce a 
rife on the goods, began to refort to Britifh 
leather. T he  importation of this naturally 
tended to lower the price, and the tanner, in- 
ftead of being able to command the market, 
as the financier muft have thought he could 
do when he argued that the duty levied im­
mediately off the tanner w-ould ultimately come 
from the public, was obliged, in order to get rid 
of his ftock, to difpofe of it at a lefs price 
than formerly.

The
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T h e  duty  operated againft the tanner in 
another way ; though  the tanner was u n ­
able, as we have feen, to raife the price 
of  his leather a penny per lb. on the men 
who dealt in this article, yet thofe, th rough  
whofe hands the goods paffed to the public 
acted as if the advance had been paid to the 
tanner ; accordingly the fhoe-maker and the 
ihop-keeper (for it is to be obferved, that of  
the fhoes and brogues confumed in this coun­
try a very large portion is vended not imme­
diately by the maker but by the country fhop- 
keepers) availed themfelves of fo plaufible a 
pretext for raifing, unneceffarily and extrava­
gantly, the price of  the lhoes on the public. 
T h u s  the tax has undoubtedly diminiihed 
the quantity confumed, and by affording op­
portunities for extortion on the public, rather 
than by its own weight, has injured the ma­
nufacture.

It has been faid above, that the duty haa 
operated againft the manufacture by inducing 
the leather-feller to refort to Engliih leather. 
It may be objected to this, that if there were

not
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hot fome capita] defect in the tannage of this 
country, or fome infuperable impediment in its 
way, the Englifhman could not bring his 
goods to market fo much cheaper than the. 
Irifh, when he not only pays an excife duty 
o f  an halfpenny per lb. more than the Irifh 
tanner, but alfo is obliged to refort for his 
green hides to the Iriih market, by which he 
lofes commiffion, freight, &c. on the re-export­
ation of the tanned leather., W ith  refpect to 
the firft part of the objection, it may be an* 
fwered that the excife duty is drawn back on 
the export, and as to the expence of the com-* 
miffion, freight, &c. it is certain that the 
Iiifh manufacturer labours under difadvantages 
equal to thefe, in the difficulty with which 
he procures a fupply of bark ; for he too pays 
double commiifion and freight on the importa­
tion of this article, and exclufive of this, is 
obliged to pay a much higher price for bark 
of  much worfe quality than the Englifh tan­
ner ufes. Thefe circumftances together, make 
Britifh bark in the Irifh tan-yard, at leaft fif­
teen per cent, dearer than in England ; for as 
bark is a bulky commodity, the freight is not

lefs



lefs 011 an average, than  from 20s. to one 
guinea per ton, which 011 an article worth  
i l l .  ios. per ton, is ten per cent. ; the two 
commiffions make five per cent, more, ex- 
clufive of any allowance for the defect in 
quality.

Befides the advantages which the Engliih 
tanner enjoys in the article of  bark, the qua­
lity of  his manufacture enables h im  for a 
time at leaf!, to underfell the Irifhman. He 
fends out his goods in a lefs perfect ftate, 
lie does not fuffer them  to remain in the 
yard m uch more than one-half of the time 
which the Irifh tanner th inks neceflary ; he 
haftens the procefs by the operation of firong 
oozes, nor does he take as m uch pains in 
what the tanners call flefhing the hides, as 
the Irifh do. T h e  confequence is, that the 
leather, though apparently well manufactured, 
and weighing favourably for the feller, will 
not bear the fubfequent operations of the 
workman, like Iriih leather. Hence the gene­
ral diflike among the fhoemakers to Englilh 
leather, which, neverthelefs will continue to

U  be
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be imported, while the leather-feller finds it 
more cheap, and gets longer credit than he 
can get in Ireland.

Under thefe circumitances, it may be afked, 
how can tanning be confidered as a manu* 
facture fitted for the country ? If  the Englilb 
poflefs thefe fuperior advantages, will it not 
be vain to wafie exertion in a ufelefs compe­
tition ? It may be anfwered, that there are 
fcarcely any of the caufes of the declenfion 
of this trade, for which it is not reafonable 
to hope that a remedy may be found. So 
far as the excife duty operates againft it, the 
remedy is in the power of the legiflature, 
and it is not poffible to conceive, that if the 
injurious tendency of it were once fully
proved, they would not immediately apply that 
remedy. Nor would it be difficult, probably, 
to derive from leather as much revenue as
this duty produces, by means from which no 
ill confequence would refult, either to the ma­
nufacture or the country. W ere  the duty
laid on coach-leather in the coach-maker’s- 
yard, on fadlery, and on ihoes in the ihop,

exempting
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exem pting from duty fhoes of more fhan a 
certain weight, for inilance, a pound  and a 
half, which would exempt thofe worn  by the 
peafant and working artificer, there would 
be little reafon to fear injury to the poor, or 
to the manufacturer from its operation- B u t
were a fum equal to that now produced by
this duty, laid on the export o f  the raw 
hides, it would not only not be injurious, bu t  
in all human probability, it would fecure prof- 
perity to a moft important manufacture.

O f  the difficulty under  which the manufac­
ture  labours from the fcarcity of bark, one 
cannot fay that it is likely to be entirely re­
moved until that t ime fhall arrive when the
proprietors of land in this country fhall be 
more firmly imprefied with the beneficial con- 
fequences of growing oak. But if it cannot 
be entirely removed, there is reafon to hope 
it may be leiTened. So long as great Britain 
fhall continue to fuffer the export o f  bark to 
Ireland, free of duty, and furely ihe will not 
th ink of reftricting it while fhe enjoys a free 
accefs to our wool and worfted, linen yarn and

U  2 raw
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raw hides, the tanners of Ireland may, by 
proper exertions in fending agents of their 
own to buy bark, ihftead of depending on the 
integrity of the Britifh factor, procure bark 
of as good quality as the Engliíh tanner ufes. 
This ,  indeed, is a mode they have, in fome 
places, already begun tó adopt* A company 
has formed itfelf in Newry, which, by this 
mode, procures bark of  * the beft quality. 
W h en  it fhall be generally adopted we may 
indeed continue to labour under the neceflary 
expence of freight, &c. but we fhall not have 
to complain of being obliged to ufe the  refufe 
of the Britifh bark.

There are other profpects which open with 
regard to this article. It has long been au 
opinion univerfally received among the tan­
ners of Ireland, that no foreign bark would 
tail a hide as well as that of England ; that 
opinion feems to have yielded a little to ex­
perience. T he  expence, dearth and fcarcity 
of Britifli bark"* fometime lince made it more 
than ever neceflary to try that by Hamburgh 
as a fubûitute. The  effedt has been, that,

though
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though the procefs of tanmge has been longer, 

the hide has come forth as perfectly tanned 

as it could have been by Britifh bark. Such, 

at Jeaft, has been the experience of  fome per- 

fons engaged in the trade, whofe extenfive ex­

perience of  it, and whofe fagacity to profit by 

experience is, at leaft, equal to that of any 

of their brethern, many of whom, it mu ft be 

acknowledged, differ on this fubjeit. O f  this 

bark the price is 81. per ton in Ireland, and 

making allowance for the greater length of 

time it takes in operation, is confidered as 

cheaper than Englifh bark at 12I. per ton in 

Ireland, and has this advantage to recommend 

its ufe, that the fupply is certain, and the 

quality fteady.

During the cxiftence of the old government 

in France they were tenacious, to a remark» 

able degree, of their bark. The export of it 

was prohibited under fevere penalties, and 

to fecure the etFect o f  the prohibition, the 

furplus of bark, after fnpplying their own con- 

fumption, was burned. Whether the new go­

vernment will adhere to this monopolizing

principle
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principle is not certain ; if they fhould not, 

Ireland may thence have a hope of fupply 

for her manufacture, of the beft bark in the 

world, for fuch the French bark is acknow­

ledged to be.
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O f  the means o f  promoting Manufactures.

Arguments againft the interference o f Legiftature by 

Duties on Fdreign Manufacture-— Dr. Smith’s Ar­

guments Jlated and emifidered— They do not fcem 

to apply clofely to a Country circumftanced as

Ireland,

mm- ' mi \; (7)
I t  was part of the original plan of this effay 

to confider, in the conclufion, the various 

modes which have been propofed by the 

friends of manufacture for the encouragement 

and promotion of them, and how for they 

were likely to effect the end propofed. In the 

former part of the work, however, it has been 

found neceffary, in fome meafure, to anticipate 

this defign. Many obfervations on this fubjeit 

are fcattered in the foregoing pages, which it 

would be fuperfluous to repeat here ; we fliall, 

therefore, on this head be very brief.

O f  P r o t e c t i n g  D u t i e s

S E C T IO N  I.

Among



Among the methods which public fpirit, 

or private intereft has propoled for the pro- 

motion of manufactures, the moil obvious, and 

thtiefore, that which has been moil frequently 

and warmly urged, is the impofition of duties 

on foreign manufactures imported.

This has been indeed the mode which, in 

almoft every country, has been ufed to cheriih 

infant manufactures; and, in many inilances, 

it is that by which adult ones have 

been fupported. Whether fuch duties are, or 

are not pohtic, has been a queftion on which 

fpeculative writers have held very difcordant 

opinions, of which there are none, perhaps, 

but has been fupported by very plaufible ar­

guments. Something has been already faid 

on this fubject in the former part of this 

work, but it may, perhaps, be permitted us to

confider it here with fomewhat more minute* 
nefs.

O f  thofe who have argued againft this 

policy, the principal is Dr. Smith in his 

celebrated work on the Wealth of Nations.

As



As his arguments on this head are not very 

diffufe, and it is of the firft importance to 

afcertain how far they are true in themfelves, 

or how far they apply to the circumftances of 

Ireland, we ihall ftate them in his own words.*

“  That this monopoly of the home-market 

frequently gives great encouragement to that 

particular fpecies of induftry which engages it, 

and frequently turns towards that employment 

a greater ihare both of the labour and ftock 

of the fociety than would otherwife have gone 

to it, cannot be doubted. But whether it 

tends either to encreafe the general induftry of 

the fociety, or to give it the moft advantage­

ous direction, is not, perhaps, altogether fo 

evident,”

i* The general induftry of the fociety never 

can exceed what the capital of the fociety can 

employ. As the number of workmen that 

can be kept in employment by any particular 

perfon, muft bear a certain proportion to his 

capital, fo the number of thofe that can be

continually

* Vide Smith’s Wealth of Nations, vol. I ,  page 444.
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continually employed by all the members of 

the fociety, mull bear a certain proportion to 

the whole capital of that fociety, and never can 

exceed that proportion. No regulation of commerce 

can encreafe the quantity of induftry in any fociety 

beyond what its capital can maintain. It can only 

direct a part of it into a direction into 

which it might not otherwife have gone, and 

it is by no means certain that this artificial 

direction is likely to be more advantageous to 

the fociety, than that into which it would 

have gone of its own accord.”

“  Every individual is continually exerting himfelf 

to find out the moji advantageous employment for 

whatever capital he may pojfefs, It is his own 

advantage indeed, and not that of the fociety, 

which he has in view. But the ftudy of his 

own advantage, naturally, or rather necefiarily, 

leads him to prefer that employment which 

is moil advantageous to the fociety.”

“  Firil, every individual endeavours to em­

ploy his capital as near home as he can, and

confequently
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confequently as much as he can in fupport of 

domeftic induftry, &c. See.

“  Secondly, every individual who employs his 

capital in the fupport of domeftic induftry, 

neceflurilv endeavours fo to direct that induf- 

trv, that its produce may be of the greateft 

poffible value. The produce of induftry is 

what it adds to the fubjeét or materials upon 

which it is employed. In proportion as the 

value of this produce is great or fmall, fo 

will likewife be the profits of the employer. 

But it is only for the fake of profit that any 

man employs a capital in the fupport of in­

duftry ; and he will always, therefore, endea­

vour to employ it in the fupport of that in­

duftry, of which the produce is likely to be 

of the greateft value, or to exchange for the 

greateft quantity either of money or of goods.”

“  But the annual revenue of every fociety, 

is always precifely equal to the exchangeable 

value of the whole annual produce of its in­

duftry, or rather is precifely the fame thing 

jvith that exchangeable value. As every in­

dividual



dividual therefore, endeavours as much as he 

can, both to employ his capital in the fupport 

of his domeftic induftry, and fo to direft that 

induftry, that its produce may be of the great- 

eft value; every individual neceiTarily labours 

to render the annual revenue of the fociety 

as great as he can. He generally, indeed, 

neither intends to promote the public inte- 

left, nor knows how much he is promoting 

it. By preferring the fupport of the domeftic 

induftry to that of foreign, he intends only 

his own fecurity, and by directing that indus­

try in fuch a manner as its produce may be 

of the greateft value, he intends only his own 

gain, and he is in this, as in many other 

cafes, led by an invifible hand to promote an 

end which was no part of his intention, &c.

“  What is the ipecies of domeftic induftry 

which his capital can employ, and of which, 

the pioduce is likely to be of the grsateftva-i 

lue, every individual, it is evident, can in 

his local lituation judge much better than any 

ûateunan can do for him, The ftatefman who

lhould
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fhould attempt to direft private people in what 

manner they ought to employ their capitals, 

would not only load himfelf with a moft un- 

neceflary attention, but afiume/ an authority 

which could fafely be trufted, not only to no 

iingle perfon, but to no council or fenate 

whatever, and which would no where be fo 

dangerous, as in the hands of a man who had 

folly and prefumption enough to fancy him­

felf fit to exercife it.”

“  T o  give a monopoly of the home-market 

to the produce of domeftic induftry, in any 

particular art or manufacture, is, in fome 

meafure, to direft private people in w'hat 

manner they ought to employ their capitals, 

and muft in almoft all cafes, be either a ufe- 

lefs, or a hurtful regulation. If the produce 

of domeftic, can be brought there as cheap 

as that of foreign induftry, the regulation is 

evidently ufelefs. If it cannot, it muft gene­

rally be hurtful. It is the maxim of  every 

prudent mafter of a family, never to attempt to 

make at home, what will coft him more to 

make than to buy. The taylor does not at­
tempt
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tempt to make his own ihoes, but employs a 

fhoe-maker ; the ftroe-maker does not attempt 

to make his own clothes, but employs a tay- 

lor ; the former attempts to make neither, but 

employs both thefe different artificers. All o f  

them find it to their intereft to employ their 

whole induftry in a way in which they have 

fome advantage over their neighbours, and to 

purchafe with a part o f  its produce, or what 

is the fame thing, with the price of  a part 

o f  it, whatever elfe they have occafion for. 

What is prudence in the conduct o f  every 

private family, can fcarcely be folly in that o f  

a great kingdom. I f  a foreign country can 

fupply us with a commodity cheaper than we 

ourfelves can make it, better buy it from them 

with fome part o f  the produce of  our own in­

duftry, employed in a way in which we have 

fome advantage. The general indijlry o f the 

country,  being always in proportion to the capital 

■which employs it, will not thereby be diminifh- 

ed, no more than that o f  the above-mentioned ar­

tificers ; but only left to find out the way in 

which it can be employed with the greateil 

advantage. It is certainly not employed to the

greateft
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greateft advantage when it is thus directed 

towards an object which it can buy cheaper 

than it can make. The value of its annual 

produce is certainly more or lefs diminiihed, 

when it is thus turned away from producing 

commodities evidently of moie value than the 

commodity which it is directed to pioduce, 

according to the fuppofition that the commo­

dity could be purchafed from foreign countries 

cheaper than it could be made at home. It 

could therefore have been purchafed with a 

part only of the commodities, or what is 

•the fame thing, with a part only of  the price 

of  the commodities, which the induftry em­

ployed by an equal capital, would have pro­

duced at home, had it been left to follow its 

natural courfe. The induftry of the country, 

therefore, is thus turned away from a more, 

to a lefs lucrative employment, and the ex­

changeable value of its annual produce, in- 

ftead of being encreafed according to the in­

tention of the law-giver, muft neceifarily be 

diminiihed by every fuch regulation.”

’ 3 °3

“  By  means of fuch regulations, indeed, a
particular



particular manufacture may fometimes be ac­

quired fooner than it could have been other* 

wife, and after a certain time, may be made 

at home cheaper than in the foreign country.

But tho’ the induftry of the fociety may be

thus carried with advantage into a particular 

channel fooner than it could have been other-

wife, it will by no means follow, either that

the fum total of its induftry, or o f  its reve­

nue, can ever be augmented by any fuch re­

gulation. The induftry o f the fociety can aug­

ment only in proportion as its capital augments, and 

its capital can augment only in proportion to 

what can 'be gradually faved out of its reve­

nue. Eut the immediate effect of every fuch 

regulation, is to diminiíh its revenue, and 

what diminifhes its revenue, is certainly not 

very likely to augment its capital fafter than 

it would have augmented of its own accord, 

had both capital and induftry been left to 

find out their natural employments.

“  T h o ’ for want of fuch regulations the fo­

ciety fhould never acquire the propofed ma­

nufacture, it would not upon that account

neceflarily
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neceflarily be the poorer in any one period of 

its duration. In every point of its duration, 

its whole capital and induftry might ftill have 

been employed, tho’ upon different obje&s, in 

a manner that was moft advantageous at t h e . 

time. In every period its revenue might have 

been fhe greateft which its capital could af­

ford, and both capital and revenue might have 

been augmented with the greateft poflîble ra­

pidity.”

This reafoning of Dr. Smith, refts upon 

two fuppofitions, both of which are aflumed 

as true, tho’ both require proof. The firft is, 

that individuals who poflefs capital, are alwavs 

beft qualified to judge, what mode of employ­

ing their capital will make it produce the 

greateft poflîble value. The fécond is, that the 

capital of a country is always, when unin­

fluenced by legiilative influence, fully em­

ployed, and in the beft poflîble way.

With regard to the firft of thefe propofiti- 

ons there is reafon to believe it is not univer- 

fallv true. Tt fuppofes that every man who

X has
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has his capital engaged in any given employ­

ment has coniidered the various advantages 

held ont by every other mode in which it 

might be occupied, and that on the compa­

nion of each with every other he has deter­

mined with perfect juftnefs in favour of that 

which he has chofen. Probably thefe fuppo- 

fitions are not true with refpeft to one in tea

thoufand, even in thofe countries where the

different modes of occupying capital are beft 

known. In countries lefs advanced in thefe 

fpeculations, among which Ireland is certainly 

to be numbered, thefe fuppofitions are ftill lefs 

frequently true. Many in fiances might be

given in which numerous defcriptions of men 

employ capital in ways which are far from

being the mofi productive within their power ; 

one may fuffice. No counties in Ireland are 

more capable of tillage than feme of thofe 

which are at prefent chiefly occupied in paîtur- 

age, and no man can doubt whether tillage 

be more lucrative than pafturage either with re­

gard to the profit of the individual, or the 

addition made to the national capital. Yet  

in thefe counties we fee men induced by in­

dolence



dolence and other motives as little connected 

With views of profit, foregoing the moft pro­

ductive, and adopting the leaft productive em­

ployment of  their ftock— Would it be an im­

politic interference of the legiflature in fuch 

cafes to recommend tillage in preference to paflur- 

age by bounties on one hand, and refiriCtions 

on the other ? Thefe obfervations do not 

apply immediately to the cafe of duties im- 

pofed on foreign manufactures for the promo­

tion of fimilar fabrics at home, but they feem 

to prove, that the argument on which thofe 

duties are oppofed is not always univerfallv 

true, viz. that the individual, when left to 

himfelf, always employs his capital in the moft 

beneficial way. This argument, indeed, if 

carried as far as it will go, proves not only 

that the individual fhould be left to himfelf 

in the choice of the modes in which he fhall

employ his ftock, but that all interference with
w  j  . jn  j,n. inujDij r

refpeCt to the procefs by which he fhall pro- 

fecute that mode is equally impolitic and un- 

neceflary. Yet it does not appear to have been 

quite4 fo impolitic and unneceflary to prohibit 

the old method of ploughing, in fome parts

X 2
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of this country, by fattening the plough fo the? 

horfe tail ; the prefent mode is evidently the 

more advantageous one, and yet fuch was the 

force of attachment to old habits, and 

the propenfity to refill: innovation on eilabliih- 

ed cuftom, that, with all the apparent benefit 

of this new method, it would probably have 

been long before it was generally adopted, but for 

the injunâions of law. Infiances of the re­

luctance with which individuals and bodies of 

men adopt improvements in arts and manu­

factures abound in every country. The manufac­

turers of England itfelf have, in many inftances, 

refiiled the introduction of approved, only be­

caufe they were new modes of working.

But the interference of the legislature in a 

manufacture is not always a pofitive prefcrip- 

tiori to individuals to turn their capital into a 

particular channel. The legiflature may inter­

fere many ways for the mere purpofe of re­

moving obftacles to a manufacture without 

affording it fuch advantages as may be fairly 

called a dictation to individuals to embark their 

tfock in that manufacture ; and it would require

fome
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fome farther arguments than thofe of  Dr* 

Smith to prove that fuch an interference in favour 

o f  a ufeful and productive manufacture is either 

unneceflary or unwife. Thofe obftacles may be 

o f  various kinds ; they may arife from other 

countries preventing us from obtaining a fupply 

of materials ufelefs perhaps to them— or from the 

prevailing tafte of the public for manufactures of 

thofe countries, impeding the ufe of native manu­

factures, though not of the fame kind with thofe 

foreign ones. In either of thefe cafes, duties 

impofed on thefe productions of foreign in­

duftry only tend to remove impediments by 

which manufactures, capable of adding greatly 

to the capital of the country, are obftructed. 

They do not dictate to the individual to em­

bark in this manufacture, but only put it in 

his power to avail himfelf of this fource of 

profit, if, on comparing it with his other 

means, he fhall judge it eligible. Duties on 

the manufactures of a country, prohibiting or 

encumbering our manufactures in their mar­

ket, come writhin the defcription of means for 

removing obftacles which lie in the way of 

the home induftry.

Perhaps



Perhaps the oppOiition to the doctrine of 

Smith may be fafely carried farther. He rea- 

fons againft duties on foreign manufactures as 

tending to diminiih the capital of the country 

by compelling the people to confume the home 

manufacture at a dear price, in preference to 

the foreign, which may be afforded at a lower ; 

and he contends, as we have feen, that, 

though in confequence of thefe duties, the 

home manufacture may ultimately come to be 

produced cheaper than the foreign ; yet the ca­

pital of the country might, during the interval 

have been employed in a more lucrative way. 

•But, if by means of thefe duties the country 

ihall have acquired a manufacture not only ca­

pable of compenfating the Iofs which was fuf, 

tained by the public in the a c q u i f i t io n  of it, 

but which ihall aifo be able in a ihort time 

to add to the capital of the country much 

more than it would have acquired by the em­

ployment of its capital in another way, it is 

not eafy to fee why it ihould not be confidered 

as excellent policy to have obtained this ma­

nufacture by the impofition of duties on that 

oi other countries. Whether fuch manufac­

tures have not been fo obtained, and whether

there

3 IQ



there are not others attainable in the fame 

way, is a queftion which, perhaps, no man can 

anfwer in the negative, and which it may be a 

ufeful occupation of the fpeculatift to conlider.

The fécond propofition on which Mr. Smith’ s 

reafonings 011 this fu b je t  reft, and of which 

he gives no proof, is, that the capital of a 

country is always fully employed, and in the 

beft way. This is, perhaps, a hafty aifump- 

tion ; there is reafon to believe, that there is 

in every country a confiderable quantity o f  ca­

pital unemployed. In countries where manu­

factures do not profper this is inevitable ; 

becaufe in fuch countries there is no 

way, or few ways, to employ capital, and 

even in countries where manufactures do 

flourifh, much capital may remain idle from 

the indolence, the timidity, the ignorance, and, 

perhaps, the avarice of the proprietors— for 

avarice is more prompt to fave capital by re­

taining it than to encreafe it by enterprize in 

trade— if we can conceive fuch kind of legis­

lative interpofition in commerce, or manufac­

tures as fhall elicit this capital from its lurking 

holes* moû undoubtedly that interpofition

muft

3 1 1



muft be beneficial ; nor does it fcem abfurd 

to believe, that a legiflature, by holding out 

judicious protection to manufactures adapted 

to the country, and therefore promifing to be 

lucrative, may, in fome meafure, attain this 

end. How often do we fee capital appear as 

if  by magic, on the creation of fome new and 

promifing occafion for employing it ? and how 

many inftances are there of one country lend­

ing to another a redundancy of capital, which 

there can be little doubt would be withdrawn, 

and employed in the more lucrative way of 

manufactures, if  a new manufacture Ihould 

be fiarted, promifing at once, more fecuritv, 

and more advantage ?

But whether the doCtrine of Dr. Smith, as 

founded on thofe two propofitions be true or 

falfe, fo far as it regards countries of which the 

capital is occupied in ufeful purfuits, and the 

people fully employed, it does not feem appli­

cable to a country in which induftry languiihes, 

and of whofe people confiderable numbers are 

idle, either from neceffity or from habit. 

Thofe means of promoting manufactures,

which.



which, according to Smith, would be general­

ly impolitic, feem to deferve a different cha­

racter here, where the queftion is not whe­

ther induitry and capital fhall be directed to 

this or that object in preference to others, 

blit whether induftry fhall be excited at all, 

or the mental and bodily force of its people 

be fuffered to degenerate into favage ferocity ?

It is better, furely, in fuch circumftances, 

to promote manufactures by any means, even 

by fecuring a monopoly of the home-mai ket, 

by duties, or by bounties, than to truft to 

time and chance for their natural introduc­

tion. Exercife is the beft means of acquiiing, 

or of preferving health, if the patient be ftiong 

enough to take it, but in that degree of de­

bility which .is incapable of exertion, the 

phyiician muft prefcribe other remedies. So 

far as this defect in the fpirit of induftry is 

applicable to Ireland, fo far only is it recom- 

mended to adopt thefe forced methods of cul­

tivating manufactures. In many inftances, 

fhey are alreadily happily become unneceflary.

S E C T IO N
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O f the M o n o p o l y  of the R a w  M a t e r i a l s  of

M a n u f a c t u r e .

Doubtful Policy of this Meafure— Tho* adopted by 

Manufacturing Nations, it is probably not the 

caafe of their Succefs— for it tends to di/courage 

the raifing of the Material, and fo  far hurts the 

Manufacture— Application of this principle to 

W o o l ,  in England and other Countries,

^N"e X T  to the impofition of duties on fo­

reign manufactures, the monopoly of the na­

tive materials for manufacture has been re­

commended, In Ireland, the export of her 

raw materials has long been reprobated as bad 

policy, and as a practice by which fhe diveils 

herfelf of one of the moil important advan­

tages for manufacture, with which nature has 
bleffed her,

If the exportation of the raw material tended
to deprive us. of a nçceiTary ftock for our ma­

nufacture,
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nufaáture, and thereby impede the induftry 

of the nation ; or if it deprived us of a marr 

ket for our manufactured goods, which we 

ihould otherwife poffefs, the policy of per­

mitting the export might be doubtful. But 

it deferves well to be conlidered, whether thefe 

çonfequences neceffarily refult from the export 

of the rude material, That the conduct of 

moft manufacturing nations, and of  Great Bri­

tain in particular, gives function to this opii 

nion, is, indeed, true, and the fuccefs which 

has attended the manufactures of  Great Bri­

tain, is a circumftance very impofing. But 

before a decifion is formed on the queftion, 

we ihould confider whether that fuccefs is not 

much more probably the effect of other caufes ? 

It may be fafely admitted as a principle, that 

fo far as the demand for any commodity, raifed 

or cultivated merely for fale., is diminiihed, fo 

far the railing and cultivating of that article, 

is difcouraged. For a limited market, a limit­

ed fupply is fufficient. If, while the market 

remains the fame, the fupply be encreafed, 

the demand for that commodity will fo far be 

dimmiihed. If the fupply be diminiihed, the

demand
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demand will be encreafed in the fame ratio ; 

and as the demand is encreafed or diminiihed, 

the price which the article bears, will alfo en­

creafe or diminiih. In proportion as the price 

encreafes, the proat of the feller will be aug­

mented, other circumftances remaining the 

fame, and as the profits of the feller encreafe, 

by fo much the more will the number en­

creafe of thofe who will lay out their capital 

and induftry in the raifing or cultivation of 

that article. Thus there comes to be a fup- 

ply in the market always proportioned to the 

demand— encreafing, if that encreafe, and di- 

ininifhing if that be leiTened. Apply this to 

the prevention of the export of any article. 

By cutting off the export, you diminiih the 

demand, by diminiihing the demand, you di­

miniih the price, and therefore the profit on 

tne article, and jn doing this, you leffen the 

number of fellers, /, f. difcourage the pro­

duction of the article. It matters not for what 

purpofe this article be wanted, whether it be 

wool for a lucrative manufacture, or corn for 

a hungry people ; in either cafe, the effect is 

p! eciL'ly the fame, for the farmer raifes his

corn,
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corn, and grows his wool, without any confi- 

deration of the benefits which are to refuít 

to the country from either. He confiders on­

ly his own immediate profit in both infiances ; 

he will raife corn if there be a fure and profita­

ble market, and negledt wool if he be likely 

to meet a thin market and a low price. On the 

other hand he will grow w'ool if he be fure of  a 

good price in a market where buyers abound, 

and will negleót corn though the country ihould 

ftarve if he be likely to have the redundancy 

left on his hands, when the public are fatis- 

fied.
v "

I f  this reafoning be juft, it muft certainly 

be bad policy to lay any reftraints on the ex­

port of the raw material, if  that material be 

fuch that the quantity produced may be en­

creafed by the efforts of induftry. If, indeed, 

there were a given quantity always in the mar­

ket, incapable of any increafe or diminution, 

it might be, perhaps, politic to reftrain the ex­

port, provided we had the means of working 

it up ourfelves. But even in this cafe, it 

would not be wife to reftrain it, if our ma­

nufacture
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nu facture was not commenfurate to the quan­

tity of material produced ; and if we manu­

factured none of thefe materials, it would be 

highly advantageous to induce ftrangers to 

export them. Iron Ore is a raw material* If 

we refined no iron ourfelves, what could be 

more advantageous, than a company of ftran­

gers fettling among us, and working our 

mines, which elfe would remain ufelefs ; thus 

at once giving us payment for what them- 

felves made valuable, and holding out the in­

citement of example to the induftry of our peo­
ple.

I f  the material be of that kind which may 

be improved or deteriorated by care or by 

negleCt, another evil befides the diminution 

of the quantity produced, will follow, namely, 

it will degenerate in quality. When the price 

of any article is fixed, there remains no mo­

tive to improve its quality, unlefs it be to 

obtain a preference of file. But when the 

export of a commodity is reftrained, the quan­

tity produced will accommodate itfelf to the 

demand of the home-market, and in many

cafes



cafes will not be able to fupply even that; 

As there can, therefore, in this cafe, be no 

fear of  the commodity lying on hands, there 

will remain no inducement whatever to im­

prove its quality.

The principal raw material o f  this country, 

of which the export has excited the loudeft 

complaint, is wool ; and this very article ex­

hibits perhaps, moil ftrongly, the impolicy of  

reftraint. For a full century, the export of 

it has been prohibited in England, and for a 

long period prior to that, had been retrain­

ed. It is true, indeed, that in confequence of 

this reflraint, the price of wool has been kept 

down ; but it is alfo true, that in confe­

quence of it the quality of the wool has dege­

nerated ; it has been grown in lefs quantity, 

and England has been obliged to refort to 

other countries for a fupply, to Spain for fine 

wool, and to Ireland for much of the coarfei 

kind. The refult of all thefe circumftancefc 

is, that at beft, ihe is now but on an equal 

footing with other countries, in the w'oollen

manufacture ; at leaft in _the fine kind, in
which
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which ihe was once fo eminently fuperior. That 

fhe was once thus fuperior, proofs are to be 

found interfperfed in all the old Englifh hifto- 

rians and antiquarians, and many of them 

have been collected by the laborious Ander- 

fon in his Hiftory of Commerce. From the 

accounts given by him, it appears that the 

character of Englilh wool was very high in­

deed throughout the Italian States, and the 

Netherlands, from the year 1298* down to 

1519, and that during the earlier periods, the 

inhabitants of Roufillon and Catalonia, were 

among the purchafers of Englifh wool, though 

thefe countries now afford wool far finer than 

any produced in Great Britain. It is fair to 

infer from thefe circumftances, that Englilh 

wool was in every refpect equal to the beft in 

Spain, and this opinion receives fupport from 

the ordinance of Henry II. in 1172Î, by which 

he forbids the mixing of Spanilh wool with 

the Engliih, in the manufacture |[ of fine cloths. 

It is corroborated alfo, by the e d i t  of Ed-

ward

*  See Anderfon’s Hiftory o f Commerce.— Year 1208 
infra.

Î  Mem. II Rymer, vol. 5, page 36.



ward TII. in 1338, forbidding the exportation 

of Englifh live fheep, to prevent other nations 

from improving their wool, and thus comrng 

in competition with Englifh manufacture. The 

fame pofition is eftablifhed by the permiffion 

granted by Henry VI. to Don Duarle, King 

of Portugal, to import fixty facks of  Cotf- 

wold wool, in order to enable him to obtain 

fome Florence cloth of gold*. This took 

place in 1437, a time when Portugal was 

at peace with the King of Caflile, and in affi­

nity. It would feem from this fait, that Cotf- 

wold wool was generally preferred at that time 

to Spaniih. At prefent, Spanifh wool fells 

from 3s. to 6s. per lb. and the beft Cotfwold 

or Leominfter, for lefs than a (hilling— what a 

falling off is here ! It deferves to be remark­

ed, that in the reign of Edward III. when 

Englifh wool was of this fuperior quality, the 

export of that article amounted in value to 

294,0881. 14s. 8d. which, allowing for the 

difference in the weight of the coin at that 

day and the prefent, was equal to 729,340k 13s. 4d.

Y  without

*  A n d etfo n ’ s H iilo ry  o f  Com m erce, vol. i ,  p. 263.



without allowing for the different value oi 

money at the two periods.*

Elizabeth, ever fagacious of the true inte- 

refts of her country, however prone fhe 

might .in general be to grant monopolies to 

individual fubjects, yet fhe was adverfe to a 

general monopoly of wool. During her reign, 

no check was given to the export of wool, 

and accordingly, in 1551, no lefs than fixty 

ihips failed from Southampton with that 

commodity. In the reign of James I. and 

Charles, the prohibition took place, which, howe­

ver, they difpenfed with when they thought fit ; 

the prohibition was continued at the revolu­

tion, when the power of difpenfing was abro­

gated. The confequences of this meafure, we 

are told, was what had been expected— wool 

fell in price, but another part of the manu­

facturer’ s expectation was not verified— the 

manufacture did not encreafe in proportion. 

On the contrary, it was found that the wool­

len exports of a year, in the reign of Eliza­

beth,

* In  the .reign of Edward I I I .  the lb. of filver was 

current for 22s.  6d. at prefent it is coined into 6 2 s.

See Llcunds and Meet wood.
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beth, were double what they ever reached in 

the fucceeding century. In her reign, the ex­

ports (including contraband trade to France, 

Spain and Portugal) was calculated to amount 

to 1,000,oool. and during the latter half of 

the 17th century, it is calculated by King’s 

Britifh Merchant, that they did not amount to 

more than i,ooo,o©oI. Had we not already 

dwelt much too long on this article, it would 

be eafy to fhew, from the beft authorities, 

that the efFe&s of  this prohibition were in the 

firft inftance, an encreafe in the price of the 

carcafe of the fheep-— that, not the wool, be­

coming now the lucrative part of the fheep ; 

in the fécond, a degeneracy in the quality of 

the wool. The fine kind being no longer 

fought for exportation, nor in fufficient de­

mand at home, was negle&ed. O f  confe- 

quence, Englilh cloths made of Engliih wool, 

became unable, in the foreign market, to bear 

a competition with thofe of France or the Ne­

therlands, which were made of Spanifh wool. 

Hence the neceifity of importing Spanifh 

wool, by which England is reduced to a level 

with the manufacturer of other nations, over

Y  2 whom
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Xvhom fhe formerly enjoyed a proud fuperio- 

rity. Should Spain and Portugal come to work 

lip their own wool, and, according to the po­

licy of Great Britain, prohibit its export, the 

woollen manufacture of England, at leaft in 

the fine cloths, falls to the ground.

After what has been faid on this fubject, 

fhould it be ftill feared that the foreign de­

mand for the materials of a manufacture may 

be fo great as to threaten the home manufac­

ture with a fcarcity, it would be practicable 

to impofe fuch regulations on the export as, 

while they left it free fo long as the ma­

terials were fufficiently cheap and p]enty, would 

reftrain or prohibit it when the price fhould 

rife above that which the manufacture could 

afford to pay ; fuch regulations have been 

found beneficial to agriculture in fecuring an 

abundant and fteady fupply for the home con- 

fumption ; why they fhould not be equally fo 

to manufactures is not apparent.

It appears then, on the whole, that, how* 

ever eflential the poifeffion of the primum

may



the export, becaufe by that prohibition the 

only encouragement that can induce indivi­

duals to raife, cultivate, and improve that ma­

terial, is removed. Yet, if  the foreign de­

mand for it ihould ever become fo great as 

to threaten danger to the home manufacture, 

then reftraints might be laid on with fafety, 

to be removed, however, when that danger 

ihould exift no longer,

»
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O f G e n e r a l  C a u s e s  that tend to advance

M a n u f a c t u r e s .

Sincere Difpofition in the Legijlature to promote 

Manufactures neceffary to their Succefs— Influence 

of the general complèxion of the Laws on them 

— How far thefe Ohfervations are applicable to Ire­

land— State of the Commercial Intercourfe between 

Great Britain and Ireland— Obfervations on Ab- 

fenteesy and fubflitution o f a Tax on them for 

thofe on Manufactures— Conclufion.

W h a t  has hitherto been fuggefted for the 

promotion of manufactures, related to fpecific 

modes of encouragement or regulation. But 

there are general caufes which have an effect 

on them more powerful, though lefs direct 

and immediate— caufes that derive their being 

and efficacy from the ftructure of the govern­

ment itfelf, and from the principles by which 

it is actuated. This is a very complex and 

a very delicate topic ; it will be enough for

our
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our purpofe briefly to touch it, and fliew, by 

an inftance or two, how thefe general caufes 

operate to advance or retard the induftry of 

the country.

O f  thofe means then to promote manu­

factures which offer themfelves to the mind 

when it looks at this as a great national ob­

ject, the firft and moft important is, that thofe 

who have the power of the ftate Ihould entei- 

tain a fincere intention and defire to advance 

them, without reference to the will or interefis 

of any other country.

If  it were fuppofed poflible that the legifla- 

ture of a given ftate could be influenced by 

any confideration diftinót from, or contrary to 

the general welfare of that country for which 

they legiflated— it is apparent, at the firft bluih, 

that under the aufpices of fuch a legislature, 

neither manufactures, nor any other great ob­

ject of public purfuit, could uniformly prof- 

per. Or, could we fuppofe the legif- 

lature of any country to be fo conftituted 

that the interefts of the ftate they governed 

were but a fecondary object of their care, and 

that they were obliged by certain moral caufes,
o f
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of which the operation was as powerful and 

ceitain as that of any phyiical caufe in na­

ture, to con'u:t th.it intereft fo far only as it 

ihould not interfere with the particular con­

cerns of another country, it would need no 

argument to prove that the ftate fo governed 

could never hope to carry her capacities for 

wealth and greatnefs into full effect. Under 

fuch circumftances it would be folly to fug- 

geft fytfems of encouragement confifting of 

partial regulations, and petty ordinances for 

this or that manufacture ; for the baneful ef­

fect of the internal and operative principle of 

fuch a legiflature would for ever counteract 

this efficacy, would for ever check the ener­

gies, and blaft the profpects of the country. 

He then who conliders of means for the pro­

motion of manufactures, mull fuppofe ’ the 

exiftence of fuch an influence as this in the 

legiflative body to be impoffible ; for, if it ex- 

ifted, no means could be fuccefsful.

Next to this fincere difpofition in the legif­

lature of the country to forward its true in- 

terefls, the moft effective mode of promoting

manufacturesA *
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manufactures muft be, governing by fuch laws* 

as, while they enfure the peace of the country, 

fecure at the fame time the perfonal liberty 

and property o f  the fubjeól. Under a govern­

ment of defpotifin it is confefled, that neither 

manufactures, commerce, nor indeed any of thofe 

purfuits to which civilized man direéls his in­

duftry, can profper ; becaufe fuch a govern­

ment, befides weakening the motives to exer­

tion by rendering individual acquiiition lefs fe­

cure, tends alfo to vitiate the mind, and render 

its powers ftagnant— But if defpotifm, which 

is the arbitrary government of one or more in­

dividuals, unreflrained by law, produce thefe 

baneful effeCls on public induftry, it remains 

to be confidered, whether the fame effe&s will 

not flow from a fyftem of government under 

-  which, though it profefs to be that of limited 

or mixed monarchy, laws are ena&ed equally 

fevere, capricious, changeful, unjuft, adverfe 

to perfonal right and liberty, and innovating 

equally on private property as the di&ates of 

the defpot himfelf. If there be any real dif­

ference between arbitrary rule and ge­

nuine, rational freedom ; if the diftin&ion be­

tween
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tween what have been called the beft and the 

worft forms of government, be any thing more 

than a nominal difference, then certainly, the 

nature of the laws, rather than the denomina­

tion of the legiflutor, muft conftitute their dif- 

tinguifhing characteriftic ; and thofe laws which 

from anger or from pride, from corruption or 

. timidity, wantonly violate the fubjeft’ s right ; 

thofe laws which are enacted againft the real fenfe, 

and true interefts of the people, and calculated 

only to fecure the power or interefts of a few, muft 

deferve the fame name, and produce the fame 

effets ; whether they be enacted by a body of 

men under the character of a reprefentative le­

gislature, or by the tyrant profeffing to govern 
for himfelf,

Thofe who read this trad will, no doubt, fee how 

little thefe obfervations apply to this country. Ire­

land is a free ftate— her legiflature conflits of a 

king who cannot be fuppofed, when he acts as king 

of  Ireland, to have in view the interefts of any 

other kingdom— of lords raifed to that high dig­

nity for deeds of valour and virtue, which while 

they have ennobled them, have ferved their coun­

fry, and who in their legislative capacity foar

high
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high above the influence o f  iinifler motives ;
u  t

and it confifts alfo of a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  b o d y ,  

who, being fuch, muft be confidered as fpeak- 

ingthe popular fenfe, and confulting only the 

interefts of the people. O f  fuch a legiflature, it 

it would be political blafphemy to fuppofe that 

they did not entertain the moft fincere and 

unmixed intention to promote the lnterefts of 

Ireland, as it would be prefumption to deny, 

that thofe laws which are the refult of

the combined prudence of thofe three bodies, 

were not generally the moft perfect productions 

of human wifdom. But as human wifdom is ever 

fallible, it may be permitted, perhaps, to fup-. 

pofe, that even this legiflature, excellent

and pure as it is, may fometimes have omitted 

what the interefts of the country have called for, 

and fometimes adopted meàfures, in fome degree 

militating againft the common good. On one or 

two inftances in which manufactures feem 

to fuffer by thefe overfights or omiflions, we

fhall touch very lightly, and with becoming

humility.

Among fubjects of this nature, the fiate ot

commercial intercourfe between the two king­
doms
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doms always claims a priority of attention. 

That it is for the benefit of Great Britain 

and Ireland to be connected as independent 

countries, under a common fovereign, on 

terms of equal right, and equal advantages 

of conftitution and commerce, is a propofiti- 

on to which every man, who confiders the 

circumfiances of both kingdoms, and founds 

his opinions rather on experience than theory, 

will readily affent. But in order to make the 

truth of the propofition indubitable, the con­

nexion muft be fuppofed fuch as we have fta- 

ted it, that is, equal rights and equal advan­

tages muft be enjoyed by each country, and the 

welfaie or either mult not be facrificed to the 

other. It is therefore to be lamented, that the 

ftate of the commercial intercourfe between 

Great Britain and Ireland, has hitherto been fuch 

as affords the enemies of this connection one 

of the ftrongeft arguments by which its utili­

ty can be controverted— What is the ftate of 

that intercourfe ? Great Britain and Ireland 

are both manufacturing countries— the former 

already arrived at full maturity, poffefiing the 

higheft degree of fkill in manufactures, enjoy­

ing the advantage of a moft extenfive capital,

and
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and ftretching its commerce, the vehicle of’ 

manufactures, to the remoteft quarters of the 

world : Ireland, on the contrary yet in her in­

fancy as a manufacturing country, far inferior 

to Great Britain in every manufacture, fave 

one, poileffing little capital, and it may be faid, 

no commerce. With all thefe advantages 

enjoyed by Great Britain, fhe yet guards her mar­

ket againtt the introduction of Irifti manufac­

tures, by duties and prohibitions, which could 

be fuggefted only by a fpirit o f  the moft cau­

tious jealoufy. Does the legiflature of Ireland 

thus fecure her home-market for her own manu­

facture ? Nothing like it ; the ports of Ireland, 

open to the Britiih manufacturer without reftric- 

tion feem to court his approach, and he 

avails himfelf fully of the advantage. The mar­

kets of Ireland are accordingly filled with the 

manufactures of Great Britain, while the native 

manufactures (always excepting one) unaihfted in 

the competition either by equal ikill, capital, 

or experience, yield without a ftruggle, and are 

compelled to languiih in fome ruined cornei, 

fur rounded by rags and wretched nefs, un pitied 

and’ forgotten ! Can it be expected by reafon- 

able men, that under fuch circumftances ma­
nufactures
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nufaótures can thrive in Ireland ? This  ex­

pectation may be entertained, if  there can be 

produced, in the hiftory of  manufacturing 

fiâtes, a fingle initance of  manufactures rifmg 

to profperity, under the preffure of fuch com­

petition. But i f  no fuch inftance can be 

found, and it may be fafely aflerted that there

cannot, let thofe whofe duty it is to watch

over the interefis o f  the country, coniider 

whether fomething ought not to be done

to affift her- in the ftruggle againfi her gi­

gantic competitor. W il l  it be laid, that the

jealoufy o f  Great Britain would make it dan­

gerous for Ireland to take a ftep which 

would interfere with her interefts ?— that to re- 

itriCt the importation of Britifh manufactures, 

would be an angry meafure ; and that it is 

impoflible to force Irifh fabrics into the Bri- 

tifh ports, until Great Britain ihall o f  her own 

accord open her market to Ireland ? This is a 

dangerous argument, however often it may 

have been ufed— for it concedes to the 

enemies of  the connection o f  the two coun- 

tiiés, that ecjual rights and equal advan­

tages are not the bafis of  that connection—  

that the interefts of Ireland in this important

initance
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inftance are inconiiftent with thofe of  Great Bri­

tain, and muft always yield to her more pow- 

erful rival— that Ireland, which in confequence 

of this connection is bound to fhare the bur­

dens and participate in the misfortunes of the 

lifter country, is excluded from a participation 

of advantages, and muft never dare to confult 

her own interefts but by the permiifion of  the 

rival ftate. The public underftanding at this 

day will not bear fuch an argument— the pub­

lic feeling will revolt againft it ! Were a le- 

giflator to reafon thus it would be a derelic­

tion of his character as the- legiilator of an 

independent ftate, and a confeflion that he le- 

giilated for Ireland not as a kingdom but as 

a province !

In a former part of this work in which the

importance of the Britiih market to Ireland

was defcribed, it has been faid, that the pof-

feflion of that market fhould be fought by none

but friendly meafures, and that thofe which

had the appearance of being vexatious, or

hoftile, as they might provoke retaliation and be

injurious to both countries, ihould be avoided.

Undoubtedly this is true ; but it Great Britain be

the fitter and not the miftrtfs of Ireland, if the con­
nection
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nection between them be that of independent ftates 

united by the tie of a common fovereign, why 

ihould it be confidered hoftile and vexatious 

in Ireland to protect and cheriih her manu­

factures by thofe modes which all frates have 

adopted to cheriih and protect them ? If Ire­

land impofed on the manufactures of Britain 

terms more fevere than thofe which Britain 

impofes on the manufactures of Ireland, this 

indeed were a meafure of vexation and hoftility 

—•but when ihe only recurs to thofe modes 

of protection to which the practice of Great 

Britain herfelf has given fanction, who will 

fay that lhe does that which is inconfiftent 

with the fair, honourable, and independent 

connection of the two countries ? No ; the 

prcfent fvtfem of prohibition, in which Great 

Britain perfeveres, is that which favours of vex­

ation and hoftility ; and if Great Britain wiihes to 

perpetuate and make valuable that connection, 

Hie will mitigate that fyftem— ihe will no lon­

ger withhold from Ireland, which has been 

the prop of her ftrength, thofe advan­

tages which fhe has fo liberally interchanged 

even with France, her rival and her enemy 

— ihe will unite the interefis of the two conn-
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tries, bring their powers to act in one direction, 

and thus raife a falling empire into one which 

fhall be the awe and the admiration of Europe !

That which forms the next infiance in which 

legiflative care feems to have forgotten the manu­

facturing interefts of Ireland is, perhaps, the ftate 

of the Ablentees. Among the impediments which 

ftand in the way of manufactures in Ireland, the 

want of capital is probably the moft fatal. How 

much muft its mifchievous efficacy be encreafed by 

the tranfmiffion of no lefs a fum than one million 

four hundred thoufand pounds annually to the 

land-holders of this country reiident in Great 

Britain ? If this fum were circulated in the coun­

try, what energy would it impart to induftry, 

■which now languifhes from want of excitement ; 

what life to manufatures that are now ftagnant 

from want of confumption, or cramped from 

want of capital to extend them ? Were thefe 

landholders to refide in the country, how 

would their prçfence ftimulate the exerti­

ons of their tenantry— how would their mu­

nificence aid, and their intelligence direct them? 

But thefe are bleffings of which the nature of 

the connection between the two countries, 

even on its beft footing, will probably for

Z evV
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ever deprive us. The call of ambition, or of 

pleafure, will always draw the affluent and the 

great to the feat of the fovereign ; and it 

were idle to hope that the operation of any 

Jaw which juftice or found policy would war­

rant, can ever counteract the influence of mo­

tives fo powerful. This inconvenience, there­

fore, naturally refulting from our connection 

with Great Britain, is inevitable as it is great—  

but, great as it is, the benefits which might 

be derived from that connection would fullvJ
compenfate for its effects were that con­

nection what it profefles, and what it ought to be, 

a connection of  equal rights and equal privi­

leges, fo far as the nature of things them-* 

felves would admit— Would it not, therefore, be­

come thofe who wifh beft to the connection to 

try to mitigate, as much as poffible, that evil 

which cannot be removed, and coniider 

whether it might not be poffible to tranf- 

fer to thofe ahen?lrijhmen, part, at leaft, of thofe 

heavy burdens, which, by excife, and other 

duties, are now thrown on the manufactures of 

the country ? Let the legiflator and the theo- 

rift wreigh the mifchiefs of thefe imports— let 

him compare them with thofe, which have

him

33^



been fo often urged againft an abfentee 

tax, and then determine, which fhould moft 

powerfully influent*# him who profeiles to be 

a reprefentative of the I r i s h  P e o p l e ,  not the 

agent of a few B r i t i s h  P e e r s .
How many other inftances there may be, 

in which the intereft of manufactures fuffers 

from the omiflion of means to protect and 

cheriih them, and in how many more they 

feel the injurious efficacy of impolitic reftraints, 

and injudicious or inordinate taxation, it is for 

the wifdom of the legiflature to enquire. It (hall 

fuffice here to have offered a few hints on that 

fubject : to enter into a difquiiition on it in 

this place, even were the writer equal to the 

undertaking, would protract a work already 

advanced beyond the intended limits, to a 

length intolerable.

Having thus fhewn that manufactures deferve 

encouragement; having confidered what are the 

circumftances which render a manufacture fitted 

for a country to profecute ; having feen how 

thefe circumftances apply to each of the prin­

cipal manufactures within the reach of Ire- 

land ; and in the laft place, made a very few 

obfervations on thofe fpecific modes of encou-
Z 2 ragement
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ragement whiih have been generally recom­

mended for the promotion of them, and on thofe 

general caufes that tend to promote or retard 

their progrefs, it is conceived our enquiry may 

here terminate.

This EiTay fhall therefore be concluded by 

expreffing the writer’ s hope, that for any in­

elegance in point o f  ftyle, or any unimportant 

miftakes in matter, he will meet indulgence. 

To  the firft of thefe,. the nature of the fubjeit 

was lefs propitious than if it were a queftion of li­

terature or criticifm ; and with refped to the fé­

cond, the frequent neceflity he was under, from 

the wide extent of the queftion, to confult the 

opinions, and depend on the ftatements of 

others, made it fometimes impoflible to attain 

indubitable certainty. Errors in mntters of 

faft, however, he has the beft reafon to be­

lieve, occur but feldom in the courfe of the 

work, becaufe he has endeavoured, with very 

confiderable pains, to obtain the moft authen­

tic information in points where his own know­

ledge was deficient, and he lias adopted no­

thing without trying it by every teft of truth 

or probability within his power.

f i n i s .
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