v iia

ESSAY

ON THE
5 g
MANUFACTURES OF IRELAND,-

-~ IN WHICH I8 CONSIDERED,

TO WHAT MANUFAC'I‘URES HER NATURAL
ADVANTAGES ARE BEST SUITED ;

AND

WHAT ARE THE BEST MEANS OF IMPROVING
SUCH MANUFACTURES.

.

BY
THOMAS WALLACE,

oF THE KING's INNS;, DUBLIN, AND M. gl
A 3 %

%

S —— ~ 7T e ——

P DUBLTIN:

Pxxufﬁi By Lampbell ant Shes, No. 7, Pirr-sTRERT.
: —-—--‘.'r.. :

1798,




e T m*r '5'1;

TERY 388 'v-lic. '.""!‘ (tl..“ﬂ

A & v ’

R

ph
.
s =LY
o, . b ¥ e
E f
; .
by 2 e e oy

r : IO o

!

Fll‘. + ) .
e ke (% .
L# \ 4
] § s 4 . . :
2] ,.g o - { " 3 A 'r ] .. p : -
\ # N T .{uM‘-C}'H 'I'
5 {U'\ s _. . K -
I e W e
L e 2 %a d"d'*."& 1% ;rr &‘ﬁﬁ"h ¥ 35 T, 5 i e
:Ir‘.:_:. ’ bk HT ot ¥ " y
=LS .

o
e non |
MLGELITNE]

‘L-&
»

LT ‘fE ai*r..f.‘l‘

Lt
&

i i



TO THE RIGHT HONOURABLE

FRANCIS EARL OF MOIRA

MY LORD,

-OF a work profefling to treat a fubje& fo
- important to this country as its manufac-
tures, it was natural to look for a Patron
among the friends of Ireland: to whom
then could attention fo properly be turned
as to your Lordfhip, - who at the moft
gloomy hour that has ever darkened her
annals, fupport. that chara&er with {o
much firmnefs, temperance and wifdom 2

It was under the influence of this fenti-
ment that I requefted permiffion to infcribe
to your Lordthip the following work, and
to exprefs thus publiciy the refpeitful efteem
of a.n~-indépendcnt tho’ humble man. But
were there in our prefent: fituation none of
thofe dark fhadings which give prominency
toPUBLIC VIRTUE,and make its luftre more

confpicuous, I fhould. ftill have f{folicited
a2 that



v .

thatilpermifﬁon. In thofe faireft days of the
Hiftory of man—days which childhood is
taught to venerate, and manhood contem-
plates with delight, when a Xenophon and
a Scipio meafured the capacities of our
nature, and by their own 1illufirious exam-
ples proved their extent—even ke might
an  Effayift court” the patronage of -
him  who, Tlike a conftellation; which
illumines while it ordaments the horizoﬁ,
combined in himfelf ‘every b}ighter quality
of the Soldier, the Scholar, and the Statef-
man ! How nruch more proud muft he be
of fuch patronage i times when man,
fhrunk below his moral ftandard, regards
with incredulous admiration thofe great
exemplars ?

Had Treland’ for fome years b’-lck' been
blefled withmany fuch (*Tlam&ers, my Lord,
how different’had been now our fituation !
Under ##27r inflience, Difcontent and Dift
cord would have vanifhed, Treafon have
hid"its head; ‘and’'the 'mild ‘energiés ' of ' the

Centiitution,
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Conflitution, unaided by military power,
been found equal to all the ends of legiti-
mate government—Ireland at this day would
have been tranquil, free, and happy !

But thefe are melancholy refle@ions! I
fhall not, therefore, longer detain your
Lordfhip’s attention, than by declaring that

as an Irifhman, a friend to the peace, free-

dom and profperity of his country,

I have the honour to be,
MY LORD,
your Lordfhip’s moft obliged

and obedient fervant,

THOMAS WALLACE.

Nerth Strand, April 3d, 1798,
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PRETFA CE

THE Public are generally but little inte-

refted in knowing what circumftances have
given rife to a work, or what motives have
urged its publication ; cuftom, however, has
made it a rule, and Authors feem well inclin-
ed to obferve it, that of every book offered
to the world an account of the origin as well
as the objcd fhail be ftated in its preface.
So far as this kind of ftatement impofes a ne-
ceflity on an Author to weigh his own
motives in ‘publithing, and confider how
far they will juftity him in the a&, it
is a preliminary form with which it would
not be wife to part—for he who with moft
confidence violates the fandity of the public
prefence by rafhly obtruding himfelf into
notice, is commonly he who brings leaft with

him to excufe his temerity.
If,
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If, then, in moft cafes it be reafonable that
this rule thould be obferved, it is peculiariy
fo when a compofition, circumftanced like
the prefent, folicits perufal—the produQion
of a man unknown to the public either by
his fituatjon or his works, and treating of a
{ubje& very different indeed from thofe to
which his ftudies are profefledly dire&ed.
It 1s defigned, therefore, to flate thortly the:
caufes in which it originated, and the in-
ducements that led the Author to publith it.

On the 3d of December,. 1795, the Royal
Irith Academy, out of the funds bequeathed
to them for fuch purpofes by the late 7#o-
mas Cunninghamy £fg; of Gray's Innm, pro-
pofed by public advertifement to give a
pramium of gol.for the beft Effay on this
queftion, * Towhat manufaQtures the na-
tural advantages of Ireland are beft fuited,
and what are the beft modes of improving
fuch manufaltures !”  The compofitions
were to'be delivered to the Secretary of the

Academy before the 1ft day of O&ober,
1796 ;
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14796 ; and the prize was to be adjudged on
the zoth day of the-fame month.

In confequence of this notice feveral
__Eﬁ'ays were given in on that queftion, the
majority of‘vy'hich, however, were foon re-
jeted, and the competition lay between two
don_ly. Of thefe the following was. one ; the
other, it has fince appeared, jvas written
by William Preflon, Efg; a Member of the
-Academy, and of its council, author of
feveral dramatic pieces, Democraiic Kage,

Me/ffene. Freed, &c. and  of feveral poetic

compofitions.

For feveral nights the Council, to whom
it belongs to decide on the merit of all
literary Works f)refented to the Academy,
proceeded in the perufal of thefe effays ; but
either from a prefs of other bufinefs which
they thought more neceffary to be difpatch-
ed, or from a difinclination to attend clofely
to fo dry a fubje@, they found themfelves

unable at the time appomted to award the
prize.

T e, W
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prize. The fame caufes, whatever they
might have been, which prevented the
Council from deciding at the day fixed by
the public advertifement of the Academy,
continued to operate for more than a full
year fubfequent to that period. Even then
they were ‘fo far from having formea
their opinion, that they had gone but a
very fhort way in the perufal ; and at length
thefe unfortunate compofitions, having been
found totally unfit to fix the attention of
claflic minds, and the labour of deciding
on their merits by the council at large ap-

pearing infuperable, they were transferred
to a committee.

The Council of the Academy confifts of
three committees—thofe of Science, of Po-
lite Literature, and of Antiquities—It was
not, however, to any of thefe committees
that this labour was allotted. A ﬁea’a[
committee of #/4ree, and no more, was either
cafually ftruck for the purpofe, or formed
on. fome principle of feleGtion with which

the
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the Author is yet unacquainted ; and it fo
happened, that of thefe three Mr. Prefton

himfelf, the writer of one of the contending
Effays, wasone. As the Effays were given
in anonymous, it is prefumed the Couneil
were unapprifed that he was a candidate

—MTr. Prefton, it is fuppofed, forgot it.

The Committee thus appointed, engaging
ferioufly in the perufal, foon compenfated
for preceding delays. In a fhort time M.
Prefton and his two colleagues made their
report, which was decidedly in favour of
Mr. Prefton’s Effay, and the Council ac-
quiefcing, adjudged the prize to him.

When the Author of this work was
informed that the Council had not con-
defcended to judge of his compofition
themfelves, and that, after they had for fif-
teen. months fufpended their decifion, Mr.
Prefton and two friends at laft decided, he
acknowledged to have felt fomewhat of the
chagrin, which perhaps a difappointed can-

: | didate
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didate always feels, however flender, his pre-
tenfions to fuccefs. It ﬂruck him  that
when a public body is engaged to Judgc
n a cafe invelving in fome meafure “the
chara@er as well as intereft of others, that
judgment fhould be made with pun&uallty
and with caution ; nor could he help think-
ing that he derived fome right to complain
from that maxim of vulgar JUﬁlCC, which
{ays, 70 man fhould be Judge in his own caufe.

But the feelings of chagrin foon fubfide,
and the mind, when the fermentation is over,
wonders what produced them.—The Author
now percejves how erroneous were his firft
impreflions : he acknowledges that the Coun-
cil, tho’ pledged to decide at a given time, had
a right to poﬁpone. their deciﬁon for years
beyond that period that tho’ a candidate
trufted the honour of his work to the learn-
ing and candour of the Royal Irith Acade-
my only, the Council had a power of com-
mitting it to the i Inattention, the negle@, or
the quiiality of one or two indivi_dual mem-
bers ;

E
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bers ; and that tho’ generally a man’s deci'ﬁori
in his own cafe i 1s juftly fufpecied, yet when a
gem’[eman and a /c/zo/ar poflefies fuch conh-
dence in his own inflexible mtegrlty and
unblafcd nnpartlahty, as to fit in Judgment
on his own work, it would be indelicate in
a defeated candidate to refufe eredit to his

profeflions.

Such then are the caufes which have gi-
ven birth to this work, and fuch the inauf-

picibus circumflances- in which it flands.

Why the Author fhould venture its publica-
tion after 'being thus difgraced by defeat,
and condemned even ;by the modeft imparti-
ality of a competitor, is a queftion which h=
is now to anfwer. The ufual apology of
Authors he cannot plead—the folicitation
of a friend who had feen the manufcript—
for the -omncil were the only perfons who
had feen it before he refolved on the pub-
hcailoxuli,kand they, {o far from advifing that
meafure, detained, and fijll detain, the
manufcrlpt, nor has he without much difii-

culty perfuaded them to grant a copy.
But
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But tho’ Council cannot be charged with
directly promoting the publication, yet they
have indire&tly done fo, for it was the reafon
which they affigned for detaining the ma-
nufcript, that fuggefted to the Author the
neceflity of making it public. What was
that reafon ? « To vindicate the propriety of
the decifion which had been made on its
merits, and which it was fuppofed might be
rendered queftionable, if the rejeCted Ef-
{fay were publifhed in an improved flate.”
—Now this end it was fuppofed would more
probably be attained by the publication,
than by the {uppreflion of the rejeGed
work, and accordingly it was refolved on.
~—The delicacy of Mr. Prefton will, no
doubt, thank the Author for affording fo
public a juftification of Az verdi@, and the
juftice of the Council will be grateful for pro-

moting, even by thefe means, their intention.

But was this the fole motive which im-
pelicd~the Author to publifh ? Poﬁibly it
was not. Of human a&ions the motives

generally
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generally are complex, and probably vanity
in a greater or lefs degree 1s always an in-
gredient. This fatuous fpark, perhaps,
which fo often illudes fancy by a difplay of
imaginary merits, might have taught the Au-
thor to believe that tho’, on comparifon
with another, his work was rejeted, yet it
might contain fome ideas which if generally
known, would ferve the caufe of Manufac-
tures, or fome hints which might lead to
their advancement. While the Printer then
propofed to take on himfelf the rifk of pub-
lication, he could not refift the impulfe of
letting it go to the public.

But however vanity may have infinuated
that in a work of which the materials were
colle@ed with much care, and derived from
the beft fources, fome thoughts might be
found that would make the publication ufe-
ful, he had too intimate a knowledge of
himfelf not to be convinced, that the ge-
neral execution of it called for an apology,
and that he had reafon on the whole, rather

to
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té deprecate cenfure than hope for praife. He

B o e

1s perfuaded, that a fubje@ in itfelf dry and |

uninterefting has received no attralion
from the manner in which he has treated
it. Many of the ornaments of compo-
fition, 1ndeed, it did not admit of, and thofe
of which it was capable, he had notleiflire to
beftow ; for the Effay was begun and ended
within the ‘fpace of thrée months. If it
be afked why {0 fhort a time was devoted to
the cempofition, when there was ncarly 4
full year between the day on which the

fubje was propofed, ‘and that on which

the work was deliveted '+ The anfwer is a

fhort one. The Academy propofed at the

fame titmc zwo. fubje@s for compofition—

‘the one that of which the prefent work

- treats—the other ““on the Variations of Eng-

Lifh profe from the Revolution to the prefent
time.” ‘Theeflay on this - latter was to be
given in on the 1ft of May 1796, and being
mere within range of the Author’s ftudies
than the other fubject, he naturally prefer-
red Tt In that alfemp’g he had the good

fortune
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fortune to meet the approbation of the
Academy. The decifion, however, was
not made till the month of June, and as he
waited to learn the fate of his firft Effay, be-
fore he fo unfuccefsfully tried his firength in

the fecond, there remained of courfe but
three months for the compofition.

In a work written on fuch a fubje&t and
in {o thort a time, it may eafily be fuppofed
there are many errors—fome perhaps of fact
and fome of principle. If they be not {o nu-
merous as to give a colour to the whole, it
is all that the Author can reafonably hope,
and perhaps any thing thort of this, a can.
did reader will forgive. But, befides errors
which have crept in thro’ hafte and inadver-
tency, , there are fome' paffages which ap-
pear erroneous, becaufe they are not true at
prefent though they were fo when the work
was written®*. For thefc the only apology
which ‘need be offered is, that the Academy
have now kept the Effay before them for one
year and a half, at a period more fertile

b in
* They occur principally under the head of Paper—of

_ Glafs—and of Woollen Manufa&ure.
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in change than any in the hiftory of Ireland
or in the world, and it weuld have been
wrong perhaps in a work fuch as this, to
make many fubfequent alterations : accord-
ingly the only alteration of moment that has
been made is the paflage beginning at page
326, which is a fubftitute for another; and
the general divifion of the Effay into fec-
tions with contents, &c.

Such as it is, the Author cornmifs it to the
world rather with difidence than anxiety.
In its firt aim it has already failed ; of that
failure he has laid the circumﬂanocs before
the public, and it remains with them to
decide whether it ‘may ftill be of fervice.
In point of emolument he is at prefent un-
interefted in its fate, and with refpe&t to
other ’views, tho" he feels that there is a
principle in the heart which praife can gra-
tify, he has experienéed that' other things
than praife are wanted to make man {atis-
fied ; cof that, then, which is but oze in-
gred'ie.nt in the cup of happinefs he has
ceafed to be very anxious about the acquifi-
tion or the lofs.

North Strand, April 3d, 1798.



The Reader is fequefted to correct the following
Errata with his pen.

P

Page 3—line 15, for difcontented read contented.

——— 16—line 4, for ever read even.

—— 43—Tline 16 and 17, for place i it be neegffary read place;
Sor if it be, ©e.

= 23=line 18, dele for.

—— 104—Iaft line, for pofibly to be read poﬁbly be.

— 106—Iline 2 and 3, for depravate read deprave.

—— 122—line 14, for its read heir.

line 13, for derives read derive.
—— 144—line 19, for exerting read exciting.
= 15y~line 11, for offce read officer.
271—line 16, for mafier read maffers.

~— 301—line 4, for affumes read a/fume.
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Eflay on the Manufaclures,
&Se. of Ireland.

P AR £

General Obfervations on the Queftion—Neceffity of
confidering how far Manufaltures, compared with
Agriculture, deferve Encouragement, and how far
the pofitive Interference of the Legiflature may tend
to Promote them.

THE queftion which it is propofed to treat
in this Effay, is much more extenfive than,
perhaps, at firft view it appears. To afcertain
what manufaCtures may be fitted for a coun-
try, it is neceffary to confider not only her
foil, e¢limate, and loca} circumftances, but.
alfo, perhaps, her political relations to other

countries. No nation can, with refpect to manu-
B fadtures,
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fattures, or commerce, be cor fidered as ifolated ;
for both commerce and manufadtures depend, as
well on the wants andcapacities of other coun-
tries, "as‘on thofe of  the trading, or manufactu-
ring {tate. Even of thofe manufatures which
are neceflary for home confumption alone, this
obfervation holds ; for though a countiy may
. produce any given manufacture in {afficient quan-
tity, and of fufficiently good quality for its inha-
bitants, yet, if other countries produce the fame
manufacture confiderably cheaper,”after deduct-
ing the expence of freight, ‘hazard, ~&ec. u;l;
doubtedly, no competition _intituted againft
them in that manufadture, can fucceed : the fo-
reign manufa&urejwil_l be ufed, and the native
one rejected, unlefs 74ar be prohibited, or loaded
with heavy duties ; and if the confumption of it .
be thus reftrained, ‘ihen,there arifes a new politi-
cal relation }:jetwee:n that country ajld thofe whofe

manufactures are thus burdened.

Yet it may be fufficient, ina work fuch as the
prefent, merely to enquire in what manufactures
the country, confidered abftraltedly, is calcula-
ted to excel s for it is the duty of the legiflature,
' knowing
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knowing the capacities of the fiate, fo to arrange
its political concerns with refpect to other ftates,
that thefe capacities may not, by external impedi-.
ments, be rendered ufelefs. We fhall not,+how-
 ever, in the following pages, always confine our

obfervations within thefe narrow limits.

Perhaps no where in Europe is an enquiry on,
the fubjeét of this Eflay more neceflary than: in
Ircland; for perhaps no where are fo many ad-
vantages both of foil, climateand ﬁtuatmn, fuffer-
ed to lie dormant. It is for others to determine,
whether this neglect of the bleflings we pofiefs,
arifes from ignorance of their exiftence, or from
that lethargic ftupor ‘which {fleeps over the beft
gifts of Nature, and with folded arms refts in &£28
contented poverty, while comfort and wealth are

within the reach of an aétive arm.

Enquiries, indeed, of this nature, have been
begun and carried on apparently with zeal and
ability ; but it has unfortunately happened, that
they have commenced in the fever of party fpirit,
and have themfelves been nothing more than a

paroxyim of the national difeafe. Hence it has
B2 followed,
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followed, that the friends of peace and modera—

tion, fo far from affifting in thefe enquiriesy

have either oppofed them in argument, or ne-
glected them in practice. On a return of temper
in the people, they have of courfe been rejected or
forgotten. - Happy were it for us could we truly
iay, that the public mind is mow lefs agitated by
the political tcmpéft—that itisin fuch a ftate of
cool tranquillity, as will permit its attention o be
turned, witha probability of advantage, to dif-
quifitions on thofe true fources of wealth and
greatnefs, our agriculture, eour commerce,
and manufaGtures!  Such unfortunately is
not our fituatien. Tt remains for us, there-
fore, only to hopey that the crifis at which
we have arrived will terminate in fuch a ftate of
things, that the real interefts of our country will
become more than ever the objects of our care,
and that, at laft, we fhall open our eyes to the fa-
vourable cireumftances which furround us, and

make an effort to enjoy them.

In every country poflefled of territory admit-
ting cultivation, agriculture fhould unqueftiona-
bly be émong the firft objects of its care and en-

couragement.



r!"' Adel o

5
cou-ragemeﬁt. This propofition, taken {trictly, is
_ incontrovertible 5 but it has, by a firange perver-
fion, been fometimes underftood as if involving
another propofition, viz. that of the different
modes of occupying the induftry of a people,
agriculture fhould be exclyfively the objett of le-
giflative protection. Of this propofition the
truth is not only not obvious, but, perhaps, the
falfhood of it may be eafily demonftrated. There
are irrefragable arguments which go to prove,
that thofe manufatures for which Nature has fit-
ted a country, are entitled to a large fhare of pub-
lic attention, that the national profperity is con-
necéted with the profperity of thefe, and that even
agriculture, the favoured objeét, muft moft flou-
rith where thefe are moft fuccefsfully cultivated.

In an effay having for its object to afcertain what
manufaétures are calculated for the country, it
will not, perhaps, be confidered alien from the
fubject, to glance at thofe arguments, and to en-
quire, very briefly, how far manufaltures ge-
nerally deferve to be cultivated. Not lefs necef-
fary is it to confider and refute the doltrine
which has fo often been ufed againft every mea-

fure of pofitive encouragement to manufadures,

’

namely,
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namely, thatevery attempt of the legiflature to
introduce, or fapport them, is an -im'po;
litic effort to force them into premature exifience.
On both of thefe topics a few obfervations fhall be
offered, before we enter into what is more im-
mediately the bufinefs of this Effay.

b P8 SECTION
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Argtment: of the Economifts 7o prove Manuﬂzﬂuru
unprodustive.—Application of them 10 Ircland
S Anfwer to ;'thcfe Argumwz:s.-—T ﬁey: derive
wo  additional fireugth from the CircumpPances of Ire- \
land.—T he moft perfeét State of Agrituliire, with-
out Manufattures, not highly beneficial—but, per-
haps, the contrary.—Objeétion 10 this Reafoning.—
Anfwered.—Further Objections.—T he Arfwer.

WER.E it poflible for a country, by confining
its indufiry to the cultivation of the earth, to in-
creafe its population to'its utmoft limit, to fecure
to its people the neceflaries and comforts of life,
to'provide for the'mental as well'as'the corporeal
interefts of its inhabitants, and to give fufficient
firength and ftability to its government for fe-
curing the cBhtinuance of thofe bleflings, then,
certainly,” it were not only fuperflious to mtro-
duce other modes of employment for the induf-
try "of its people, but it were milchievous, as
tending to divert it from objects certainly pro-

dlwa"e: to thofe which might ultimately prove‘
barren,
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barren, and from purfuits favourable to the health
and morals of man, to thofe which are generally
found to be injurious to hoth, The queftion
therefore is, whether agriculture alone be adequate
to thofe purpofes ?  If we reafon from the effects
which it has produced to its inherent powers, we
fhall foon infer, that it is far indeed from being
able, alone, to fecure to a nation thofe great eflen-
tials of public profperity.  Nor fhall we find, per-
haps, in the wide range of antient or modern hif-
tory, any inftance of a nation Improving in popu-
lation, poflefling freedom and fuficient ftirength
to protect it, with fuch a degree of mental im- :
provement as man muft enjoy before he can be
faid to be a reafonable creature, while that cotin-
try was devoted exclufively to agricultural pur-
fuits. States have rifen, perhaps, by commerce
merely, without agriculture or manufactures ;
but there has been none, which, by agriculture
alone, has rifen, without manufaltures or com.
merce. Nay, the affertion may be carried far-
ther, and it may be faid with truth, that even to
excellence in agriculture alone no ftate has ever
arrived, which did not enjoy in fome, perhaps,
In a very extenfive degree, the collateral aid of

manufaéture.
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manufacture.  Agriculture and - manufadtures,
indeed, fo far as experience enables us to judge
of them, appez:lr to be twin fifters; they are
cotemporary in their origin, and are cherithed
in their progrefs toward maturity by the mutual
fupport which they afford each other.

But thofe who have attempted this unnatural
divulfion of interefts united by Nature, have not
reforted to experience for aid in fupport of the
attempt. They have formed fyftems, and framed
theories, and in fupport of them have devifed ar-
guments founded in fubtlety unintelligible to the
plain fenfe of mankind, and deriving their force
oﬁl;[,from the poftulate, that mankind have alwai\fs
adted, in this inftance, in oppofition to their true
interefts ; that the appearance of national wealth,
and greatnefs, which we fee exitt wherever ma-
nufactures have been fuccefsfully cultivated, arc
but the fpecious coverings of real poverty and
wretchednefs 3 and that all the benelits which are
fuppofed to have flowed from a national protec-
tionof ‘manufadture, would have more certainly
refalted from a dereliction of them, and from
turning the care and pains which they have coit

to the culture of the earth alone.
Of
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Of thofe who thus labour fo depreciate manu-
fattures and to enhance the eftimation in which:
agriculture muft always be held, M. Quefnoi was
the firft.  His difciples have been numerous, and
his doctrine has been widely diffufed and inge-'
nioufly fupported. It may fuffice to fay ‘in this
place, that his reafonings, and thofe of his follow-
ers, aim fimply at proving, that agriculture fhould
be the fole objeét of pofitive and aéttial encou-
ragement 5 and that manufactures, the utility of
which it was impoffible to deny; thould be fuffered
to arife, and proceed, without any external aflift-
ance. They were, it was faid, raturally the refult
of an extenfive and flourithing agriculture, and if
that were encouraged, thefeswould follow {fponta-
neoufly and cerrainly, as phyfical effeéts flow
invariably from their caufes.

To effcct the deprectation of manufaures, it
was aflerted, that the labour of the artificer
added nothing to" the national ftock, The labour-
er, who tilled the ground; was alone he who augs.
mented the wealth of his country. Him, there-
fore, they denominated produétive, while they
fligmatized the artificer as barren and unprd-

ducdtive,
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duftive. The reafon on which they founded
this diftinétion was no lefs fingular than the
diftinction itfelf. They contended that the labour
of the farmer was produdtive, becaufe he not
only repaid himfelf in the firft inflance the
capital flock which he expended in the prepara-
tion ‘and culture of his ground,-and-alfo main-
tained’ himfelf by the ‘producé, but belides
this he extradted from the “land a rent to
the proprietor of the foil. The manufaturing ar-
tifan they called uriprodu&ive, becaufe, as they
alledged, he merely maintained himfelf by his
labour, and did not, like the farmer, produce
by it any ‘thing fimilarto the net rent which the
proprietor received from the labours of the far-

mer.

This abftra@do&rine, adverfe to manufacCtures,
the friends wof agriculture among us have
endeavoured to apply to Ireland. Whatever may
be its.truth, fay they, when applied to countries of
which the agriculture is already in a very flouri{h-
ing ftate, and therefore does not need to engrofs
the care of the public ; or, however ineligible it
may be to direé public attention to agriculture in

countries which Nature may have incapacitated
for
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for tillage, yet in Ireland ‘unquefiionably, they
contend, theagricultural fyfiem fhould be ches
rihed. Ireland poflefling a foil capable, in many
places, of the higheft degree of fertility, and in
others, waiting only for the touch of induftry to
become eq?ually fitted for the moft valuable pro-
ducts, they aflert, naturally points the attention
of her people to agriculture in preference to ma-
nufaltures. They carry their reafoning farther :
cven if it were granted, fay they, that manu-
faltures are of fo mueh importance to Ireland as
to deferve all the care and encouragement which
fhe can befow upon them, yet they thould be left
to force their own way ; for, if'the circumftances
of the country be fitted forthem, they will arife of
themfelves 5 and if they ‘be not, it were vain to
force them into premature exiftence. ' Private in.
terveft, always fagacious in finding out thofe chan-
ncls in which the tide of induftry may flow with
moft effe to the individual, and of courfe to
the public, will of itfelf employ the capital of
the country, in thofe works for which it is beft
c:leulated j7and to reftrain, or prompt, privatei ‘
intereft, “in this inftance, muft only tend to di-
rect the.capital and indufiry of the fiate from a

more
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more 10 a lefs profitable objett. Such are the ar-
guments by which it has been endeavoured to
avert from manufaCtures that foftering care,
without which there is little reafon to hope they

can ever reach to full maturity. What is their

force ?

That argament againit manufactures which
is ufed to prove that agriculture is the
moft produétive, or rather the only produdtive
mode of exerting indufiry, becaufe the farmer,
befide the ordinary profit of his ftock by which
he fupports himfelf, produces alfo from his la-
bour a net rent to the proprietor of the foily
while the manufadurer obtains from Az labour
only the ordinary profits on which he lives,” has
been ably anfwered by feveral writers, but per-
haps by none with more brevity and force than
by Mr. Hamilton in his celebrated report to Con-
grefs on the manufactures of the United States.
To fiate his anfwer in any other words than his
own ‘would probably weaken its effet 5 1 fhall
therefore, as it is but fhort, take the liberty to

tranfcribe it.

« That the labour employed on manufactures

yields nothing equivalent to the rent of land, or
to
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to that ret furplus, as 1t is called, which accrues
to the proprietor of the foil, refts on a diftinction
which, however important it has been conﬁdqred
appears rather verbal than fubftantial.”

“ It is ealily difcernible, that what in the ﬁrﬁ
inftance is divided into two parts under the de-
nominations of the ordinary profit of the frock
of the farmer, and the rens to the landlord, is,
in the fecond inftance, united under the general
appellation of the ordinary profit. on. the ftock of
the undertaker ; and that this formal, or verbal
diftribution, confiitutes the whole difference in
the two cafes. It feems to have been overlooked,
that the land is itfelf a ftock, or capital, ad-
vanced, or lent by its owner to the occupier, or
tenant ; and that the rent-he receives i 18 only the
ordinary profit of a certain fiock in land, not ma-

naged by the proprietor himfelf, but by another,
to whom he lends ‘of lets it, and who, on his
part, advances‘a fecond capital to flock and jm-
prove the land, upon which he alfo receives the
ufual profit. © The rent of the landlord and ' the
- profit of the farmer are, ther cfore, . nothing
more than the ordinary profits of ra0 capitals be-
longing to rwo different perfons, and united in

the
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the cultivationof a farm. Asin the other cale,
| the furplus which arifes upon any manufature
after replacing the expences of carrying it on,
anfwers to tlie ordinary profits of ome or mwre ca-
pitals engaged in the profecution of fuch manu-
faGture. Itis faid ome or smore capitals 3 becauic,
in fa& the fame thing which is contemplated in
the cafe of the farm, fometimes  happens in
that of a manufaQory. There is one who fur-
nifhes a part of the capital,sorlends a part of the
money by which it is carried on; and
another who carries it on, with the addition
of his own capital. Out of the furplus which
remains, after defraying expences, an intereft is
paid to the money-lender for the portion of capi-
tal furnithed by him, -which exactly agrees with
the rent paid to the landlord ; and the refidue of
that furplus conftitutes the profit of the under-
taker, or manufacturer, and agrees with what is
denominated the ordinary profits on the ftock of
the farmer.” Both together make the ordinary
profits of two capitals employed in a manufac-
toryy as in the other cafe the rent of the land-
lordy and the revenue of the farmer, compolcs
the ordinary profits of two capitals employed in

the cultivation of a farm”.
“« The
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“The rent, therefore, accruing to the proprietor
of theland, far from being a criterion of excli-
Jive produdtivenefs, as has been argued, is no
criterion evenof fuperior produtivenefs. - The
queftion muft fiill be, whether the furplus, after
defraying the expences of a given capital ‘em-
ployed in the purchafc and  improvemens of a
piece of land, is greater or lefs than that of a
like capital employed in the profecution of a ma-
nufacture ; or whether the whole value produced
from a given capital, and a' given quantity of la-
bour employed in one way, be greater or lefs than
the whole value produced from an  egual capital,
and an equal quantity of labour employed in the
other way ; or rather, perhaps, whether the bufi-
nefs of agriculture, or that of manufactures,
will yield the greatefi produc, according to a com-
pound ratio of the quantity of the capital, and
the quantity of lubour which are employed in

the one, or inthe other.”

Thefc oblervations on the arguments by which
the czconomifts endeavour to prove the fuperior
produttivenefs of agriculture, feem fully to fhew
that their reafoning on that point is inconelu-

five,
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five. They are not adduced by the author from
whom they are. quoted, nor are they now
urged with a view to depreciate agricultural pur-
fuits, or to eftablifh a pretended fuperiority of
manufactures. They are meant only to fhew, that
thefe, abfiraétedly confidered, deferve to (hare

the patronage of the public counicls, becaufe
from their naturethey are as likely as agricul-

ture itfelf to encreafe the ftock of national wealth.

To thofe who may fiill entertain doubts on this
queftion, a perufal of all the arguments of Mr.
Hamilton on this topic is firongly recommended.
By ftating and illuftrating the effect of manu-
factures in the diviionof labour, and extending
the ufe of machinery 3 in the additional em-
ployment they afford to clafles of the commu-
nity not ordinarily engaged in bufinefs; in
the promotion of emigration from foreign
countries 3 in furnifhing greater fcope for di-
verfity of talents, by affording a more ample and
various field for enterprize ; and finally, in
creating and fecuring, wherever they exift, a more
certainand fteady demand for the furplus produce

of the foil ; he has accumulated fuch a mafs of
B eviden Ce%;
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evidence to prove their utility, as mutt furely,

i the mind | of every unprejudiced judgey

decide the queftion in their favour.

But, to the arguments ufed by the economifts
againft the public encouragement of manufac-
tures, others have been added, drawn from a
confideration of the peculiar circumftances of
Ireland. It 1s faid, that ¢ however doubtful
might be the policy of giving pofitive en-
couragement te manufaCture in a country in
which agriculture had reached to a confi-
derable degree of perfection;there could fearce-
ly be a doubt whether Ireland, with her lands
naturdlly fertile, but.in many inflances yet
rude, and in none well cultivated, fhould not,

in the firft place, concenter all her powers

round this fure fource of wealth to perfevering

indufiry, inftead.of diftracting her attention

by turning it on an obje¢t which poflibly may
frufirate her lhopes of fuccefs, however appa-
rently well founded, and of which indeed
there ' can be no rational grounds to expect

that.it «will fo fpeedily, fo certainly, or in fo

great
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great a degree be productive to the country

as an improved agriculture.”

That Treland has” not yet availed herfelf of all
the advantages for agriculture which her foil
and climate afford, is a truth prominent in almoft
every farm in the country, and it is equally true,
that the promotion of her agriculture fhould,
for many reafons, be among  the firft  ob-
jects of her care. Every argument which can be
urged in favour of any national purfuit offer
themfelves to recommend to her the improve-
ment of her foil, and the modes of its cultivati-
on. But it is c®rtainly falfe reafoning to infer,
that becaufe agriculture thould be promoted, we
may fafely neglect, as a national object, the en-
couragement of manufactures ; for, undoubtedly,
one of the chief reafons why agriculture fhould
be confidered as an object of prime importance
is, that it furnithes the beft aids to manufac-
tures and commerce. So true is this, that if
it were poflible to frame a fyftem of laws by
which-agriculture might be raifed to the high-
eft poflible pitch without the exiftence of manu-
factures, it is very doubtful, whether, in

Cz fuch
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fuch circumftances, this extended flate of its
agriculture would much add to the wealth,
happinéfs, or power of the nation, however
it might tend to the aggrandizement of ‘a
few individuals. To men who have-acquired
certain habits of thinking eon thefe ftlbjeas
this opinion will certainly wear the appearance
of paradox; a fhort view of the .reafoning
which fapports it will perhaps fhew, that it
is not unfounded.

Agriculture is then moft perfe¢t when the
foil is made to yield the greateft poffible produce,
with the leaft poffible labour.sIn fuch a ftate
of agriculture, therefore, each individual poilel-
for of land, procures from his farm the ut-
moft poflible produce, by the labour of a very
few hands. Suppofe then the foil of a coun-
try divided among a given number of proprie-
tors : each of thefe extradling the greateft pro-
duce fromthe foil by the. labours of the finallet
number - of . hands muft neceflarily employ
but a few labourers, in tillage. But all thofe who
fhall remain on the lands of each proprietor
not neccllarily engaged in the cultivation of

them
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them will be a’ ufelefs burden, becaufe in this
fuppofed ftate of things, there are no ‘manu-
factures to afford employment. The number
of thefe' ufelefs hands each proprictor will
endeavour to diminith as much as poflible,
or at leaft prevent their encreafe, ‘Thus, when
agriculture becomes as perfect as poflible, manu-
factures affording labour to none, the proprietor
of the foil will labour to leflen propagation.
So far then the promotion of agrieulture, diftinct
from manufaétures, muft diminith what has been
truly called the wealth and ftrength of a nation.

‘Nor will agwiculture in this very perfet fiate,
deftitute of manufactures, render thofe whom it
does fupport comfertable and abundant, in pro-
portion to this improved ftate. Land being di-
vided among-a given number of proprietors to
whom the furplus of the produce belongs, it will
naturallybe their object to fupport the labouring
people at the leaft poflible expence, and of courle
they will allow the leaft wages on which they
caﬂ”lim_e. They will not fhare in the abundance
which' their labours produce, for the property
of that will reft in the lords of the foil ; and un-

der
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der thefe hopelefs circumitances, if no .manu-
factures exift, they will be deftitute of refource,
or alternative. 1In thofe countries, which, from
the gift of nature, enjoy that fertility which
elfewhere is the confequence of perfect agricul-
ture, this pofition is eafily illuftrated. = Sicily,
once ~emphatically called the Romani dmperiz
horreum, and ftill poflefling its former luxuriance,
is an inftance. ~Where are the poor more
wretched ? Where is population fo thin as in

this prolific foil ?

It may be a plaufible objetion to this reafon-
ing, that it is the diftinguifhing recommenda-
tion of agriculture to produce in proportion to
the quantity of labour expended on it, that
therefore the more population encreafes, the more
will the foil yield which thofe encreafed nunrbers
cultivate, and thatof ¢ourfe it is not true that when
agriculture is in its moft improved ftate, it will
tend rather to refirain, than to encreafe populati-
on. The fuppofition on which this objection refts,
is falfe, if taken in its fulleft extent ; and if it be
taken'in a-qualified fenfe, it is fallacious from its
vaguenefs. Itis falfe, if taken in its fulleft ex-

tent, for, any given quantity of land has, un-
doubtcdly,
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doubtedly, alimit to its produce, or rather to its
capacity of producing, however great that pro-
duce or capability may be. After the greateft
produce, then, has been attained by the higheft
'degrceof cultivation, it is evident, that whate-
ver labour is afterwards employed on the {oil, is
ufelefs, if not injurious. But if the aflertion be
taken in a limited fenfe, it ‘goes for mothing, be-
caufe it is impoflible to afcertain how far it is
meant to extend. .

If it be objected farther,” that agriculture
gan never be carriedvon in that abfiract wav
in which we have ‘taken it, difiin¢t from
manufadtures, it is granted. But thofe who
make the objection, mutft take it with all its
confequences. + If agriculture be neceflarily con-
nected with,or productive of, manufaétures, the
connection muft arife from one of thefe caufes—
either agriculture produces materials which ma-
nufactures are neceflary to make valuable, or it
encreafes population to fuch a degree, that other
occupations than thofe of tillage, muft be devifed
to eﬂﬁj.loy them § or, manufaiures muit exift in
“order to furnifh a certain market before agricul-

ture can become extended. In anvof thefe cafes,

and
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and it is conceived that no other can be ftated,
manufactures become, equally with agriculture

itfelf, entitled to protection and pofitive encous
ragement. y

In the firft cafe, manufatures being ne-
ceflary to work up the produce of the land, in
order to enable the hufbandman to bear the ex-
pence of cultivation, it is neceflary that all care
fhould be taken to extend and promote thefe ma-
nufaCtures, becaufe if they fail, the hufbandman
lofes a large fhare of his profits, and fo far,
agricuture is difcouraged.

If the connection between them arifes from
fuch an encreafed population as turns the
furplus of unemployed hands to mamafac-
tures, then it becomes fiill more neceflary,
to encourage and patronize thefe, becaufe,
if the fupernumerary hands be fuﬁ'ered to re-
main idle, they will deduét fo mueh from the na-
tional ftock or capital, as their maintenance will
amount to : or, if they find it difficult to procure
a maintenance, "(hey will endanger the peace
of the public, and fo far will eﬁ’c&uall;f damp
the induftry of the ufeful part of the community.

In
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1a the third cafe, where manufactures are
fuppofed neceflary to fecure a certain market for

.the produce of the foil, before agriculture can

become extended, the propriety of givingthem

encouragement, even in preference to agricul-

" ture, feems to be conceded ; as the profperity of

them is, in this inftance, acknowledged to be an
effential preliminary to the grand objelt, and
without whofe previous exiftence it cannot be at-

»

tained.

In this endeavour to prove that the higheft de-
gree of fuccefs in agriculture can not be fervicea-
ble to a flate, if its agriculture be not accompanied
by manufactures, itis believed we have gone far
to overturn the pofition, that Ireland not having
yet made {ufficient advances in the cultivation of
her foil, ought not to divert her attention from that
great object to the promotion of manufatures—
for, if we have proved, that decided ex-
cellence in that purfuit, would not be va-
luable ' if unattended by manufactures, it
follows,  that it would be in fome mea-
fure preyioﬁerous to .pofipone the promotion of
thefe to that. And as to the argument that
fuceefs in agriculture is more fure, fpeedy, and

predudiive,
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produtive, than fuccefs in manufadtures, it ape
pears to deferve, after what we have already faid,

but little farther reply. . ¥ G

B

Of the comparative value, then, of | agri-
culture and manufadtures to a ftate, we
fhall reft fatisfied with having given the opi-
nion and _argumehts of Hamilton ; and with
refpect to the greater certainty.and fpeed of ovr
progrefs in agriculture than in manufadtures, it
appears that fo far as we are likely to advance ina
beneficial agriculture, we muft be accompanied
by manufacture. We fay demeficial, becaufe it is not
denied, but that agriculture, like manufa&ure,
may be forced by unnatural means. Tt is cer-
tainly poflible to frame a fyfiem of corn laws, and
fecond them by fuch degrees of encouragement,
as fhall raife the tillage of a 'country to a very
high pitch indeed, by giving to the corn mer-
chant fuche protection, and fuch advantages, as
will induceé numbers to engage in' the export of
grain alone, without any of that mixed com-
merce,swhich has for its fubiet, the multifari-
ous products, not only of tillage, but of every
various manufacture which the country may be
fitted for.

SECTION
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SECTI1ON IL

Arguments againf Legiflative interpofiion in Ma-
nufactures.—Such Interfermceﬁay, in many cafes, be
infudicions—but not always fo—and why—Inflances
of the utility of Legiflative Protection.—The. Expe-
rience of Ircland proves how much Agriculture may

be promoted by judicious Encouragement . —By analogy
the fame effects would follow in Manuf alures.

OF thofe who deny the utility‘of encouraging
manufactures by the actual mtervention of legil-
lative provifions, becaufe they believe agriculture
fhould be the fole objeét of public care, the number
perhaps is not fo great asof thofe who deny the
expediency of it, becaufe they confider any inter-
vention of this kind, as a premature exertion

in their favour. It becomes neceflary, therefore,

to inveftigate this opinion.

Thofe who are adverfe to the encouragement of
manufaétures on. this ground, affert that private
intereft, ever fagacious in finding out the moft pro-
. per.objets for indufiry to work on, will, if left to

jtfelf! alwziys be occupied in the cultivation of
thofe
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thofe branches of manufaQure, which the country

15 beft fitted for, and thofe manufactures, thus '

sunder the beft poflible manangement, that of thefe

moft interefted in their fuccefs, will encreafd as
faft as the flate of things, or the 1ntereﬁ' of
the public may require,

No doubt it is poflible, that encouragement
however great, when applied’ by the legiflature
to manufactures for which nature or the political
circumftances of the country may have unfitted it,
fo far from tending to raife fuch manufadtures
into a fource of national'wealth, will be ineffeca
tual with refpect “to them, and injurious to the
country at large, astending to divert its indufiry
from a more to a lefs ufeful channel. But furely
the cafe is widely different, when public encou-
-mgement judicioutly applied is brought to aid the
infant firuggles of the country, already pointing
its efforts at ufeful and attainable objects. It is
indeed not difficult to thew, thatina great varie-
ty of iaftances, fuch aids are indifpenﬁthly necef-
farvy” It 1s certainly one of the propenfities of
human nature, perhaps, indeed, there is none
more firong, than that by which man is led to per-
fevere in the track in which he has long gone ;

nor
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vor is the antipathy of the human mind to change
and innovation in habits long indulged, lefs uni-
verfal or powerful. Whatever public inftances of
the contrary the times we live in may afford, the
private experience of every man will bear witnefs
to the truth of this remark. Hence, tho’ varying
circumftances may fuggeft to the inhabitants of a
country to change the accuftomed purfuits of their
induftry, they will liften with reluctance to the
admonition, and refufe to obey it, till, perhaps,
the fortunate crifis for the change be paft; until
a {pirit of indufiry, languithing from repeated dif-
appointments in ill-judged. exertion, give place
to the indolence of laflitude or difcontented floth.
But if a fagacious and vigilant legiflature, watch-
ing the viciffitude of circumitences, interpofe at
the proper time, and by judicious encourage-
ment, frimulate their people to catch the pafling
opportunity, and fubftitute a new and growing
branch for an obfolete and-declining one, theef-
fect will probably be, that a new fource of wealth
will be fecured to the country, which but for this
encouragement would have lain unimproved, or
been occupied by arival. To engage in new at-
tempts,” particularly when they involve a hazard

to capital, prudent men are generally difincli-
ned,
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ned, and yet it is by the exertions of prudent men
only, that fuch attempts canrationally be expected
to fucceed. Something, then, hecomes neceflary to
be done, in order to remove this difinclination to
engage in untried purfuits ; fome hope fhould be
held out to couﬁtervail the fear of lofs from-failure,
and to weigh againft the difficulty of new under-
takings, provided thofe undertakmgs atford a
well-grounded expectation of contrlbutmg, if
they fucceed, to the public good. Hence to new
manufattures fome encouragement from the pub-
lic feem neceflary, even tho’ no impediments lay
in their way, befides, thofe that are inherent in
the very nature of the undertakings. But when
it is confidered, that a new or infant manufac-
ture has to combat, not only with the difficulties
that naturally attach to firft eflays, arifing from
want of fkill, the difficulty of acquiring new ha-
bits or laying afide old ones, but alfo in moft
cafes with the artifice of a rival nation, enjoying
perhaps all the helps of alarger capital, long ex-
perience, and pofleflion of the market ; it becomes
obvious, that fuccefs in fuch cafes can feldom or
never be hoped, but when the munificence of the
legiflature and the afliftance of public protedtion
comein aid of private adventure.

According
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Actording to thofe who deny the utility of.
giving public encouragement to manufactures,
fuch encouragement fhould never be given un-
til the manufacture had arrived to a certain de-
gree of ftability, which would prove, that ‘the
circumftances of the country were favourable to
it 3 that is, proteltion fhould be withheld, till
protetion became unneceflury ;' the indul-
gence due to infancy fhould be referved for
adult age: for furely a amanufacture which
can rife into exiftence, and out-live the difficul-
ties that crowd around an infant infiitution, is
little likely to need thofe late helps which come
to gratulate its health and firength, rather than
aflilt its weaknefs. “What would now have been
the woollen manufaiéure of England, had it been
left unaflifted to firuggle with the eftablithed ma-
nufactures of ~Flanders and other countries?
What would have been the linen manufacture of
Ireland atthis day, had it not been forced upon
us by the infidious encouragements of Lord Straf-
ford, and contmually cherifhed ﬁnce, from more
worthy mouves, by every mode of public and
private encouragement ? Nay, where would have

been agnculture itfelf had it been left to its own

energy ?
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eneigy ? And yer, furely agriculture is, if any
thing can be, caleulated to profper without
legiflative aid.

,If then it be true, that we owe the comparative-

Iy flourifhing ftate of our tillage to the excellent

fyftem of our corn laws by which it has been

for fome years governed, this fa&t affords an ir-
refragable argument of the neceffity of cherifhing
and regulating by public authority, manufac-

tures which have not yet arrived at maturity.

So far we have difcufled this point on the vul-
gar fuppofition, that agriculture and manufactures
are things of oppofite kinds, and have different
interefts. But this {uppofition is falfe. Agri-
eulture and manufature agree in their eflenti-
als, mafmuch as they both are the improve-
ments of human induftry on materials given by
Nature. 1n the one cafe the material 1s the land
itfelf ; in the other the material is fometimes ex-
tracted from thz earth, fometimes produced by
reptiles, by cattle, by fifh, &c. So much alike
ndeed are thele two purfuits of civilized man,
that the profperity of each is promoted by the

fame
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fame means, and retarded by the fame impedi-
ments. Agriculture, as well as manufacture,
will flourifh when it enjoys a fteady and abundant
domeftic market, and is fecure of a foreign
market for the redundance. They are both de-
prefled when they have not a ready conlumption
for their produce at home, from want of popu-
lation to confume, or wealth to purchafe it; or
when the furplus produce of the foil or manufac-
ture remains on the hands of the hufbandman or
artificer, from want of a foreign vent, occafioned
by the abundant and more cheap {upply of foreign
markets, by domeftic reftriCtion on the export,

or from deficiency in commercial enterprize.

Thus far it has Icen thought neceffary to go to
fhew, that thofe manufatures which may be fit-
ted for the country, have a claim equally perhaps
with agriculture, or at leaft in the next place,
to public patronage and encouragement. The
nature of the difcuffion has made it neceflary to
be in a great meafure general and abftradt. We
proceed now to what is more clofely connected
with the i‘:bjc:&,of this eflay.

D SECTION. °
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SECTION I1II.

What are the general requifites that recomsinend - a Mas
wufalture to adoption 2—Poffeffion of the Primum—
The necefJary means of working it up—The domeflic
market—A fecure and conventent foreign market—
Its employing many hands=—1Its being already ¢fta-
blifhed—1ts' being leaft injurious to- health and mo-
rals—1Its being promotive of Agriculture— Peculiar
circumftances of Ireland from its relation to Great
Britain—1Its Navy==The iiifluence of its Capital—
Its poffeffion of Raw Materials—Regulation of Chan-
#el Trade, all neceffary to be confidered in order to deter=
mine what Manufalures fhe fhould cultivate.

BEFORE it can be certainly known what ma-
nufatures are moft proper for a country, it is
neceflary to afcertain what conftitutes the pecu-
liar fitnefs of one manufature above another for
that country. Without fixing thefe criteria, we

may

b
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may for ever float in conjeCture, and perhaps
fhall ultimately have but a very confufed view of

what it is our bufinefs to learn with precifion

and certainty.

~

Thofe manufadures, then, are evidently beft
calculated for any country, which may be inftitu-
ted and carried on in it with moft eafe, and the
greateft probability of fuccefs, and which in their
efiablithment are likely to be productive of the
moft good ; by good we mean, adding moft to
the ftock of national wealth, with leaft injury
to the health. or morals of thofe engaged
in them. But what manufaltures are thofe?’
They will be found to be thofe of which the coun-
try in the firft inftance, poflefles the primum in
fuch quantity, as-is likely to be commenf{u-
rate to the demand for the manufadture in its
moft advanced ftate ; 2dly, and for the working
of which it poffefles all the neceflary means. But
it is not enough, that the primum abounds, and
that the “beft means for working it up are
within reach ; it is neceflary alfo, that there be

acertain vent for the manufagured goods ; thofe
DAL manufa&ures
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manufaCtures therefore are to be preferred for
which, 3dly, a country poflefles a domefiic mar-
ket 3 or if not that, at leaft, 4thly, a fure and con~
venient foreign market. But fuppofing a coun-
try to poflefs the primum of a manufadtire in
fuflicient huantity to make the working of ita
national object, fuppofing alfo that the home
~market is fecured to it, and befides; a probability
of vending the furplus in a foreign and conve~
nient market, yet all thefe circumftances are not
enough to recommend the manufadture to no-~
tice, if it be not, sthly, in itfelf likely to be bene-
ficial to the country, by employing a confidera-
ble number of hands, to whom it may afford not
merely a maintenance for themfelves, but alfo a
competence to bring up children, &ec. Any ma-
nufacture “thus circumftanced, the materials a<
bounding, and the beft means of maﬁu’fa&uring,
them at hand, a certain market for the goods ex-
ifting, and the manufaéture in its own nature,
capable of employing and fupporting a great
number of hands and their offspring, is fo far
proper for the country poflefling it to promote,
and deferves public encouragement. But it will
be yetmore eligible, if, in addition to thefe cir-

cumitances,

Bt
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cumftances, it is alfo recommended by being,
6thly, already eftablifhed to a certain degree, by
which the difficulties and expences which always
attend a beginning manufacture, are already fur-
mounted. This circumftance is firongly recom-
mendatory, becaufe it frequently happens, that
manufadtures which, in profpe, have the moft
promifing appearance, are found, when they
are attempted, to. be 1mpra£’ucable, and after
much public expence, and the ruin of many pri-
vate individuals, it becomes neceflary to aban-
don them. It is an equally firong recommenda-
tion of a manufature, asan object of public en-
couragement, when, 7thly, it is fuch, that in

its procefs it is notat all, or is leaft injurious to '
the health or morals of thofe who are engaged in
it. And it is ftill a farther recommendation, 8th,
if it be connedted with, and _promo_tiv;: of the

agriculture of the eountry.

Such are the circumftances which generally
fhould recommend a manufaéture to public
protection. If we confider the peculiar fituation
of this country, it may be neceflary to look at
fome other circumftances before we decide what

fhould recommend a manufacture to our adoption,
Treland
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Ircland is indeed very particularly circumftan-
ced. With the name and the pride of political in-
dependence about her, fhe undoubted]y 1S at
prefent dependant on het neighbouting cmintry
for many things which are cflential, not oply to
the prefervation of her political independence it-
{elf, but to the promotion of her civil profperity.
She is obliged to depend on' the navy of Great
Britain for protection from the aggreflion of fo-
reign ftates. By the fuperintending power of
Great Britain, the prefent arrangement of
much of her landed property is fuppofed to
be upheld.  To Great Britain fhe has been
obliged to look, fometimes for permiflfion, and
often for the means of extending her com-
merce.—And at the prefent day. it is a fadt in-
controvertible, that fhe owes much of her ex-
port trade, to the influence of Englifh éapi;
tal, and the wide extent of Englith commerce.
—The export of Irifh linen by the Britith mer-
chant, is a ‘proof of this. Even for the mate-
rials of many important manufaltures, ‘Ire.land,'
under the. prefent connection, depends upon
Great Britain, and, above al.], under the fpi-"
rit ‘of the prefent fyﬁém, fhe is obliged, or

et PO
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thinks herfelf obliged, to fubmit to regulations
of the trade between the two countries, which
as they now fland, are certainly unjuft and

inequitable 3 while, perhaps, fairly cpnfidered,

they are impolitic and injurious, as well to

Great Britain as Ireland. |

Norare thefe the only inflances in- which the

_manufadturing interefts of this country fuffer

from her contiguity to Great Britain, There are
others : the fuperiority of the merchants and ma-
nufaturers of England in point of capital,
fkill, connection, and induftry, and that
priority of confideration and encouragement,
which the commerce and manufactures
of that country will always enjoy over
thofe of Ireland, folong as Ireland fhall con-
finue to. conflitute, as fhe always muit do,
while the connection fubfifts, a fubordinate
member of the Britith empire, Thefe are
firiking inftances of the diladvantages under
which fhe labours, and which in confidering what
manufadttres may be fitted for Ireland, muft by
nomieans be left out of theaccount, We muff,
for vinflance, in calculating the probable fuc-
gefs of each branch, zor'ider how far it is af-
: ' fected
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fected by the advantages of fkill and capital,
which Great Britain enjoys, by what circums
ftances the given manufatures may be attended,
which may tend to countervail thefe, and if there
be no fuch favourable circumftances in exift-
ence, it may be right to confider whether it be
practicable to create them, and by what medes,
and how far, their fuccefs may be promoted,
confiftently with the good underftanding of
both countries. Wheh we come totreat of each
of the principal manufaGtures, we fhall have an
eye on thofe peculiaritics in the fituation of
Ireland ; previoufly, however, to engaging in
that part of the work, it will be ufeful to
make fome obfervations on thofe circumftances
which are faid above to recommend a manufacs
ture to adoption,

SECTION
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S CTY T O N 1V.

Of the poffeffion of the raw Materials of Manu-
Jacture.—~The firf# attempts at  Manufaéiures
muft always be of mative Materials—for they muft
precede Commerce.—~W hence arofe the Manufactu-
ring  of foreign Materials.—Three Caufes.—
Another Cayfe,—Inconveniences attending the Ma-
mufalluring of foreign Materials—inflanced in
the Hiftory of the Aufirian _and Dutch Nether-
lands, Sco—dlfo, by the experience of England
in her  Silk  Manufaéture.—Coventry.—Subjcc
continued.—Solicitude of Manufacturing Countries
o fecure the poffefion of matfve primum.—
England.—Ireland.—Inflability of Manufactures of
which the primum is foreign—in Netherlands—e-
nice—Italian States—Cafes where the Manufac-
ture of [Foreign Materials may be-ufeful.—In-
Sances——Iron.

TH_E manufadtures which firft arife in any
gountry, muft be thofe of which the materials
are indigenous. In the favage ftate, rude ma-
aufaCtures generally arife before any fpecies of
agriculture
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agriculture is known. As thefe precede agricul: 7
ture, they cannot ever be of foreign mates
rials: for agriculture is the firft foundation
of commerce, and without commerce, forecign
materials for manufactures could not be ‘had.
The firft care of the. favage is food, 'with
which he provides himfelf from day to day
by fifhing or hunting. His next care is clo-
thing; and with materials for this he pr'o-,
vides himfelf while he provides “himfelf in
food, for the fkin of the beaft which he kills
to eat, without any farther improvement, than
perhaps drying, ferves him for a coat or a
mantle. But it is natural to fuppofe, that in
countries where food is procured by hunting,
without much difficuity or labour, and where
the tribe becomes: numerous, the favage, who
has much leifure. on his hands, and is con-
verfant with his fellows, will pegin to feel
the workings of vanity. 1In fome difpofi-
tions thefe will ‘thew themfclves, in external
decorations, and hencc the cufiom of paint-
ing thevbody, Wthh 13 found fo univerfally
to _prevail among favages.—This < {pirit
will proznpt him to add orpament to his

dl efs i



drefs; he will adornthe fkin he wears, by cut-
ting it into a form different from that of
others, or he will paint it with a brighter
hue, and more grotefque figures ; or, if he be
ingenious, he may be prompted to form ma-
terials, not ufed before, into a fubftitute for
the vulgar drefs. If the fociety be fo nume-
rous asto make diftintion of rank necelflary, and
it is hard to conceive, how any fociety, however
barbarous, “can exift withoutfome fuch difiincti-
ons, this will be a new ftimulus to impravement
in drefs ; for the chief and his officers will require
fome peculiar ornaments by which they may
be . diftinguithed from -the common mals.
Indeed, there can 'be little doubt, that among

the moft rude tribes this diftinCtion takes place,:/.’u;
if it be neceffary in civilized, it is undoubtess,

fox=cdly more neceflarv, in favage life.
From each of thefe caufes then, or perhaps
from a combinatton of them all, may
have arifen’ the firft eflays at manu-
falture, and hence it appears that the firft manu-
fadtéres” known in any country probably muft
have been of materials which that country af-
‘{brded.'

‘Nor
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Nor was it optional in the favage, or even

-

in him who had made fome advances in &l
vilization, to beftow their firft labours on the
improvement of native materials. They were
neceflarily confined to thefe, for foreign mate-
rials not being attainable, as we have feen,
but by commerce, which, in the favage ftate
is unknown, and in the firfi ftages of civil-
ization is confined to thofe artieles which
are 'wanted for immediate ufe, manufactures
in this flate of fociety, are generally limited
to the neceflary wants of each individual, and
each makes for his own family fuch articles
as they need, and of fuch materials as are ob-

—~

vious,

It is only where luxury and encreafed
wealth have eftablithed manufactures on a per-
manent and improved footing ; it.is only where
they have introduced a divifion of labour,
and thus ecreated and cultivated a tafte
for further improvement in drefs, _furniture,
&c. that foreign materials were firft fabrica-
ted, either in a deficiency of native produce,
or .of materials of fufficient finenefs and deli-

cacy,
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cacy, for the more refined tafte of the couns

try.

Another caufe tended to introduce the ma-
nufacture of foreign materials. When Dby the
improvements of agriculture and population
the manufadtures of home materials had be-
come extenfive, they would naturally divert,
as being more lucrative, confiderable num-
bers from the avocations of -agriculture. ~ As
this habit continued, it would tend to draw
to thofe manufactures more than a due pro-
portion of hands. Manufadtures thus becom-
ing overftocked, means would be devifed to
extend them, and this could be done by no
means more plaufible, than by working up
foreign materials, which not only gives a new
excitement to -confumption, but produces to the
manufaéturer @ greater profit than he formerly
had in the manufaéture of the coarfe home

materials.

1f foreign manufactures had found their way
into the country, and been generally con-

fumed, this alfo might have afforded ftrong temp-
tation
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tition to attempt fimilar fubrics at home,
by importing the raw materials. ‘

But whichfoever of thofe caufes give “rile
to the manufaéture of foreign materials, or
whether they all combine, as they generally
do, to produce this effe&, the attempt is foon
found to be lefs advantageous than  hope . had
painted it. If the country from which the
materials are brought be a near one, its peo-
ple foon difcover, that by futfering the raw
materials to be manufa&tured abroad, a cer-
tain  portion of their wealth is transferred to
the manufatturing country, - The price of the
materials  exported, they “will naturally con-
ceive to be enhanced; and the materials them-
felves rendered ‘more fearce by the exportation.
With what truth this opinion is taken up, it is
not neceflary here to'examine ; it is fufficient that
this opinion, in fuch circumftances, is found
- generally to” prevail.  Befides this incon-
venience, they will probably believe that the
market“which they had found profitable, is
already narrowed, and unlefs they prevent it,
Is m_danger of being loft. . This fugzeits a

duty® on the export of the raw materials, if

not:

g



not ;fpi'olﬁbition, the obvious, tho® probas
bly not the beff, remedy. Hence begins that
competition of duties, which have fo. much
injured induftry in every country ; whieh, in
many inftances have been the caufe of\, war,
and always a fource of jealoufy, antipathy,
and diftruft. Thus it was, that England, by
her command of wool, kept the Netherlands
in check, while under the dominion of the
Dukes of Burgundy, when the woollen manu-
faGture was at its higheft pitch of improve-
ment in that country; and thus it is in the
power of any country that pofiefies the crude
materials, to raife«the price in proportion to
the demand, or in any proportion which they
pleafe. Such was the conduct of the Dutch,
who gradually raifed the price of flax, as we
imported it, until it came to be about one

hundred per cent. dearer than it had been.

If the country from whence the crude ma-
terials”are drawn be a diftant one, the car-
riage, the hazard, and other inconveniences
attending a long voyage, muft gencrally en-

hanee the price of the material, and, therefore,
of
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of the “manufadtured goods; and this extra

price is fo much deducted from the ecapital

of the country. Wherever, therefore, capital

is {mall, the manufaéture of foreign mates

. rials muft be fo far ineligible.

Thefe are evils of no6 trivial moment
which arife 7 /limine from the manufature
of foreign materials. There are many others,
and of more ferious importance. ~If the ma-
nufalture has been fuffered to extend itfelf,
by the temperance of the other country, in
not impofing heavy duties; or by not prohi-
biting the export of the primum, it muft have ex-
tended itfelf only by bounties, o artificial
modes of encouragement, forfince that other
country had the materials cheaper, and  was
fkilled in the manufaéture, the muft have ne-
ceflarily been able to afford the manufactured
goods, at a lower price, than the country ims
portind the materials. Bounty then, on the
manufaéture, or duties on the imported goods,
could -alone fecure the market to the home
induftry.* But what is vet worfe is, that by
fuficring the manufuture to extend itfelf, the

fupport

#8ee Snih’s Wealth of Nations, Vol. I. Page 444.
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fupport of all thofe concerned in it, becomes in
a great meafure dependant on that country
which has the ecommand of the materials,
or on the cafualties of the fea, war, &c. &c.
A manufalture of this kind, widely extend-

ed, becomes a root of tumult and difcontent,
which will for ever germinate in times when
tumult and difcontent are moft troublefome, in
times of war amdsdanger. The hiftory of the
Spittal-fields manufa@ures willevinee this, and
the riots at Ceventry laft year, on the capture
of our merchantmen, afford a recent and firi-
king proof, *
. | .

The manufacture. of foreign materials in
any country can exift only by the protettion of
bounties, or dutigs on the importation ; but

E neither

* On the capture of -thefe merchantmen by the French
fleet, the price of raw filk was raifed, a great portion
of the annual fupply of that commodity being on board
thofe fhips. The ‘Coventry weavers, who are principally
engaged in the ribbon manufa&ure, fearing a want of
employment, from want of materials, became extremely
tumultuous, The riot at laft becoming dangerous, a
detachment of Light Dragoons quartered inthe town at-
tacked the infurgents; fome of them were killed, and
numbers wounded.—A valuable and much-loved officer
loft his life in the conteft.
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neither duties nor bounties can raife it to
fuch perfe¢tion as it attains in that country
from whence the materials came, That coun-
try has always the pre-emption of materials 3
the beft of its produce it will naturally it-
felf manufacture, and if it {uffers its primum to
be at all exported, it will be the refufe only,
This circumftance alone will prevent the im-
porting country from reachimg ¢to a competi-
tion. It will not be lefs impe’ded by its want
of f{kill, in which the producing country muft
be fuppofed to have the pre-eminence, from
having been longer in pofleflion of the ma-
nufacture, and from carrying it on in a more
extenfive way, Thefe obfervations hold, with
refpect to countries independent of each other,
and of nearly the fame degree of advance-
ment in civilization: but where one of thefe is
under the controul or influence of the other,
or backward in arts and indufiry, the incon-
veniences of fuch a manufalture are greatly
aggravated. So circumftanced to a certain de-
gree are Great Britain and Ireland,

If the manufafture of foreign materials be

not already eftablithed, it is a great objection
to



to the eftablithment of ity that it will require

much more care, pains, and expence, than

the introduétion and eftablifhment of a manu-
faGure, of which the materials are native.
There are feveral reafons for this 3 the principal
is, that when the raw material is abundant in a
country, it will naturally be wrought up in the
firlt inftance in private families, if the mate-
rials be capable of fuch domeftic manufacture.
By thefe means a great number of -perfons will
have become fkillful in that particular fabric to
a certain degree, before the “attempt is made
to produce goods for fale. Thus the malter
manuficturer will avoid ‘the hazard of having
his materials fpoiled, which he muit un-
doubtedly incur if “he be obliged to com-
mit them to mén entirely ftrangers to the
manufadture, ~The “elementary parts of the
procefs will be known to all employed in it, and
a little pradtice only will be neceflary to en-
large that little fkill into a complete know-

ledge.

A manufacture, of which there can be fo
little reafonable hope that it will ever be able
" E 3 to
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4o hold a fuccefsful competition with its rival
of which, even if it fhould reach to a confi-
derable degree of eminence, the exiftence will
depend on the forbearance of another coun-
try, peculiarly interefted in jts depref-
Yion ; and which cherifhes within itfelf at
all times, the feeds of tumult and outrage,
can {carcely be thought a manufaéture proper
for adoption, unlefs indeed, as fometimes hap-
pens, there may be a fingular combination of
other circumftances in its favour.  Accord-
ingly, fo deeply impreffed on" the mind of
every manufacturing country is the impor-
tance of poflefling the primum of their manu-
factures, that no other object hés been more
feduloufly attended to.  Great Britain has ta.
ken as much pains to preferve the monopoly
of her wool, as the has to fecure her free-
dom. France, under the old government, was
fo tenacious | of her bark, an eflential primum
of the tanning trade, that fhe burned the furplus
of her confumption. And wherever manufac-
tures, the materials of which are foreign, have
{prung up, Boards have generally been efta-
blifhed, premiums offered, and bounties paid,

1o
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to procure and fegulate the raifing of mate-
rials of native growth. Such have been the
modes for promoting the growth of flax, and
the faving of flax-feed in Ireland. :

The inftability of Manufadtures in thofe
countries, which have inftituted them without
having the primum of their own growth, af-
fords another firong proof how effential it is
that a country fhould choofe for its induftry
that manufadture, of which fhe poflefles the

materials.

There was a timé when the Netherlands
was the firft country in Europe, for the vas
rious branches of the woollen manufacture.
At that time England exported her wool, and
thence the Netherlands derived their fupply.
England, under the aufpices of Edward II1. began
firft to feel the importance of the manufac-
ture of wool: She prohibited, or heavily
charged, the export of it, and from that time
the woollen manufadture declined in the Ne-
therlands:  Venice too, and other ftates in

Italy, were once eminent for the excellence
: of
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of their ntanufaéture in wool, while the wools
countries of Europe, barbarous, and  ignorant
of their own advantages, fuffered the export
of this article. When they awoke from ‘the
lethargy, and began to work up their own
materials, Venice and thote flates fhrunk: with-
in their natural dimenfions { they fellvas ma-

nufadturing nations, and rofe no more.

It muft be acknowledged, however, that there
‘are fome manufactures of foreign materials
whiceh, notwithﬁaliding the difadvantages
by which they are generally attended, de-
ferve encouragement. Thefe are they in which

the value of the manufadtured goods bear a

very great proportion to the value of the im-
ported material, and in which the manufac-
tured goods of the country producing the
primum, cannot. generally be adapted to our
market. Such alfo are they of which there is
no reafon to apprehend a future deficiency of
material from the jealoufy, or the indufiry of
that ‘country.  The manufalure of Zron is
an inflance of this kind. If we fhould
continue for ever {o inert as to let our mines
be unwrought, yet ought we not to become
| negligent.
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negligent of this manufatture on account of
the material being foreign, for there is little
danger that the mines of Ruflia and Sweden
will be clofed againft us. There is as little
likelihood that Ruflia or Sweden will quickly
rife to fuch eminence in the finer branches of
this manufaéture as to be powerful competi-
tors ; and it is alfo to be confidered that what-
ever degree of fkill, or other advantages they
may poflefs, much of the iron work needed
among us muft be manufactured on the fpot,
and here adapted to the ufe for which it is
wanted,

SECTION
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Of the means of working up the Raw Materiali—s
They confift of, 14, Other Materials—2d, Ca_g'»'ml
—3dy Skill—41h, [}zdzz/hy.--—-Want of Caébz’tal
ire frequently complained of than felt-a_-;Explm'ned‘
by an  inflance.—~FEffet of C(;pz}‘zzl ezw?e:zﬂd by
circulation.—Skill grows with the pragrqfs of the
Manufacture—IWant of Skill fometimes the effect
of the want of Capital.~Hmy Jfar want of Indufiry
s chargeable on the Irifh 1V orkman.

THE fecond circumftance which we noticed,
as tending to render any manufacture eligible
for a country was, that country poflefling the beft
means of working up the raw materials which
fhe produced. This is a recommending cir-
cumitance of fuch obvious importance, that it
feems to need no illuftration ; .yet the very
importance of it forhids pafling it in filence.
From us, too, it deferves peculiar- attention, be-
caufe it 4s in this inftance that Ireland jg ge-

nerally” believed to be moft deficient—Whe.
| ther this opinion be well founded we fhall

be able to judge as we go on.
The
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The means of working up the crule m ite
rials of manufaéture are of four kinds ; firfi,
other materials 3 fecondly, capital § ihirdly, il 5
and fourthly, indufiry. There is no manu-
facture fo fimple as not to require in its pro-
cefs other materials than the principal. In
the woollen manufaéture, dye-ftuffs, fuel, foap,
&c. &ec. are neceflary. In the linen, bleach-
ing rhaterials. In the iron, fuel, machinerv,
water, &c. Tn the tanningy “bark ; and fo on
of the reft. But whatever abundance of ne-
ceflary materials may be ina country, they
muft be ufelefs if there be not a capital in
the hands of the manufacturer to enable him
to purchafe thofe materials, to pay workmen,
to accumulate a fufficient ftock of goods be-
fore he comes to ‘market or exports, to give
credit, &c. Capital and materials, when both
pofleffed, muft be both unferviceable for ma-

nufaétures, if there be not in the country a

fufficient degree of fkillto ufe them; and ca-
pital, materials and fkill, can be productive of
little ~good, if they be not put, and kept in
motion_by aftive, fteady, perfevering induftry.

Of
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Of thefe requifites for manufadturing, it is
. not, however, neceflary, that the very higheft
degree fhould be potlefled. If that were me-
: ceflary, manufatures could never be fuccefs-
fully begun; for, undoubtedly, thefe grow
with the manufaétures themfelves. Yet, it is
. neceflary, that, to a certain degree, they.fhould
exift in the country, elfe there will be no
ftock to work on. Manufacture may increafe
the capital, fkill, and indufiry of a country,
but it cannot create them.

If the materials neceflary for working up
the primum be deficient in. a country, it is fo
far a great impediment to the manufadture ;
but it is not fo great an impediment as the
want of the primum itfelf. For thefe materials
have generally a much lefs proportion than
that to the value of the manufactured goods,
and are, therefore, more eafily attained. Itis more
eafy,-alfo, in defeét of thofe of one kind, to fubfti-
tute thofe of another; and the importation of
them from other countries is feldom fo precarious,
becaufe they generally are not of fufficient im-

portance

T
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portance to excite commercial jealoufy. Thus,
though bark is an eflential Ingredient in
tanning, and the tanning trads i1s equal in
Great Britain to one-fifth of her ftaple manu-
fature yet fhe has never prohibited the
export of bark, as fhe has done that of wool.
Salt is a neceflary material in the provifion trade,

and we have met little difficulty in importing it.

Yet, eafy as it generally is to procure thefe {ub-
ordinate materials, the country which choofes
among manufactures thofe to which fhe will
attach herfelf; ought furely to adopt thofe
of which fhe poflefles @/ the neceflaries; for
what is generally - eafy may at fometimes be-
come difficult ; and among nations as among -
individuals, ‘it is generally the fafeft policy
to truft as little as poflible to the generofity,
or good nature of others.

Want of capital is certainly a much more
ferious want, but want of capital is more frequent-
ly complained of than felt. It is in many cafes
the argument by which indolence endeavours

to juftify inactivity, and floth attempts to excufe

its
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its fqualid poverty. To calculate the quantity
of monied capital in a country, or its
proportion to the objeés about which it is
to be employed, is one of the moft difficult
problems of political arithmetic. It is not de-
figned here to undertake it. The quefuonle-
lates to ideas fo abftradt, that theré is in ever y
flep the greateff danger of running into fallas
cies § and the difcuffion too; of fuch a fubject,
would naturally run to a length; which the limits
of an eflay, already threatening to be voluminous,
would mot admit. Tt may be permitted, how-
ever, to obferve on this fubje@, that in Ire-
land there are fome very prominent circum-
fiances, which indicate this general excufe
for the backwardnefs of the country in mas
nufactures to be, in fome meafure, ill found-
ed. Such are, the general ftyle of living in
the middling, as well as the upper ranks,
the expenfivenefs of their tables, their equi-
page, their furniture, their hOlleb, their
indulgence in pleafure, &e. It is true, that
thefe may be alledged as the canfes of the evil
complained of ; for thefe indulgences exhauft
capital = but it is equally true, that the ine

dividual
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dividual who lives in this manner, muft have
a prefent fund to enable him fo todo, which,
if he emploved it in his refpective bulinefs,
would add confiderably to his capital, or, at
leaft, procure fuch am addition, and fo far
remove the evil which has besn a fubjedt
of fo much complaint, To explain this by

an inftance ;

A man having a capital of 3co0l. engaged in
bufinefs may be confidered, in Ireland, as
ranking in the upper clafs of manufac-
turers. He will, therefore, live in the
ftyle common to thofe of his clafs. He will
not, in the firlt inftance, labour perfonally
in any branch of' the manufadture. He will
reft content with a general fuperintendance
over his workmen, and will alfo employ a
foreman, or fhopman, under him. The wages
of this perfon, whofe fervices might well be
performed by  the manufacturer himfelf, will
coft not lefs than 100l. per annum, at a mode-
rate calculation, including his maintenance.
The_manufacturer will, alfo, according to the
caftom of Ireland, have a wviLLa, the ex-
pence of maintaining which will fearcely

amount
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amount, including rent, additional expence of
houfe-keeping, the now neceflary expence of ia -
carriage of fome Kind, fuppofe a jaunting car
with one horfe, an additional fervant, &c. to
lefs than 120/, more., But the manufaturer,
thus circumftanced, muft alfo fee  com-
pany, and will probably treat now and then
with wine, at an extra expence of not lefs
than 7ol. more. ' In furniture and a fuperior .
kind of houfe, beyond what an Englifh manu-
faGurer would bé content with, there is ge-
nerally funk a fum of gool. of which the in. .
tereft i1s 3o0l,  Now thefe fums, viz.
\
Foreman, - .Icfo per annum,
Villa, ‘ 12Q
Company, &c. &c. 70
Fine of a houfe and
extra furniture—3% 30
sool. &c. intereft
Make a total fum of f320 per annum, fu-
perfluous expenditure.  For this fum there
might be borrowed, as an addition to the ca~

pital of the manufaéturer, a fum of above.

3500l



sgool. or néarly double the capital on which .
he trades. “

If thefe obfervations be founded in truth,
(and he who fhall take the trouble of compar-
ing the habits of an Trifh and Englifh manu-
fatturgr, poflefling the fame capital, will foon
be convinced, that they are fo) it appears,
that the want of capital in Ireland is a com-
plaint either not fo well founded in its full
extent as is generally fuppofed, or it is one,
which, by «cconomy in the manufacturer,
might be eafily, in a- great meafure, re--
moved. The advamages which would refult
to the manufa@ures of this country from a
change in the habits, of thofe engaged inthem
are incalculable—We may, however, form fome
idea of them by attending to the confequence, -
which would . follow in the particular cafe
defcribed above, from adopting the ceconomy

of the En glifhman,

If the manufacturer poflefling a capital of
" 3000l. expend as above 320l for purpofes
ofi. luxury, &ec. and if the neceflury expen-

diture



diture for -his family be 300l and it cannot
be much lefs, the fum total of his expences
muft be 630l per annum. In order to fup-
port this expenditure, his capital muft pro-
duce him at the rate of 23l per cent. per
annum,  Let- him deduét from his annual
charges, as the Englithman does, the fuper-
fluous expence of 320l and apply it to the
payment of intereft for fuch a fum as it will
procure, 7., e. g300l, he will now have a ca-
pital of 8300l. to work on; his annual ex-
pences now, for houfe-keeping and the in-
tereft of the fum borrowed, remaining as be-
fore 620l he may, this year, be content to
diminifh his profits 13 per cent, per annum,
and yet, with the remaining profit of 10 per
cent. may lay by, in addition to his capital,
a fum of 200l, annually, Is it to be won-
dered, at, then, that while the Englilhman
purfues this ccconomical fyftem, which the
Irifhman rejects, the Englifh manufa‘turer un-
derfells us in our own markets 3 '

It may be objeted to this plan of ceco-
nomy, that it would bé difficult, or imprac-

ticable,



ticable for the manufaGturer to borrow a fum
of s3ool. It is very doubtful, whether it
would be fo difficult or impracticable . to
borrow, if the borrower were known to be
a man of probity; one that lived within mo-
derate bounds, had a property of 3oc0l. and
was affiduous to encreafe it by an induftrious
putfuit of his bufinefs. The public papers
every day abound with advertifements, offering
confiderable fums to be lent on good perfonal
feeurity, and it would be difficult to find
better perfonal fecurity than that of him who,
with a confiderable capital of his own, is
fteadily, and affiduoufly profecuting a lucrative
manufacture. |

But, whatever may be the eafe with re-
fpect to the loan, nothing can be more cer-
tain, than that fucha man may obtain credit for
very nearly this fum, if his charater and
condu¢t be fuch as we have mentioned j
while, if he lives up to the rack produce of
his capital, and appears to ‘be addicted to ex-
pence, his difficulty in obtaining credit will
encreafe with his want of it. On the whole,

F L therefore,
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therefore, it niay be fafely inferred, that habits of
temperance and induftry, in a manufadturing
country, not only- produce, u/timately, an acs
tual encreafe of capital; but by eftablifhing
f)rivate credit, produce a pre¢fent and very con-
fiderable encreafe of it ;—for credit is capital.®

It is certain, that capital is very frequently
confidered as deficient, from the inertnefs of
thofe in whofe hands it isj; at leaft, the ef-
fect of capital may be encreafed to a degree
which would not at firft be believed, by
encreafing its circulation. ‘Hence it is, that
the effet of capital has been very properly
faid to be like the momentum of a falling body,
not proportioned to the quantity, or mafs,
merely, but to the mafs multiplied into the
velocity. - Whatever tends, therefore, to give a
{pring to commercial alltivity, fo far from
rendering more capital neceflary, as is more
generally . believed, makes a lefs capital pro-
duce an equal effe@. Hence it follows, that
fo long as the want of capital fhall exift in

' Ireland

% See Smith’s chapter ¢ Of money as part of Rock.”
Vol. 1, 281.
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Ireland, thofe manufactures in which a quick
revolution of flock is praticable, fhould pe

preferred to others.

Skill, we have faid, is equally neceffary as
capit-al,‘ to work up the materials of manu-
faCture.. The great advantage that they who
have been long in the pofleflion of a manu-

" facture, and who have invented machinery

for the performance of its different operati-
ons, poflefs over thofe, who have but recently
undertaken it,* and have not yet learned, or
adopted its improvements, are fufficiently ob-
vious, and are firong proofs how neceflary
fkill is to fuccefs. But fo far is it from
being true, that the higheft degree of fkill
is neceflary to the fuccefs of a beginning ma-
nufalturer, that it is impoflible it fhould be
pofleffed. No knowledge of the theory of
a manufacture, however extenfive and perfec,
can confiitute, or confer, this fkill. Theory

‘may, indeed, facilitate the acquifition of it,

but it is not the thing itfelf. This muit be
acquired by the workman from pradtice, re-

gulated by the beft rules; and the longer
Fza this
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this pradtice is continued, and the more li-
mited is the obje&t on which it operates, the
more perfeét will that fkill become. Hence it
is, that this divifion of labour is fo beneficial
to manufactures. By limiting the workman
to a fingle operation, his practice in that ope-
ration is increafed ; he acquires in it the
higheft degree of fkill, and is led to devife
methods by which his labour is facilitated,
or abridged. Want of capital impedes the
acquifition of this fkill, by making it necef-
fary for the poor employer to occupy his
workmen in various and oppofite operations.
It is, perhaps, in this that the manufaltures
of Ireland are moft deficient. The iron ma-
nufaCture, in its finer branches, affords nu-
merous and glaring inftances. The woollen
manufaéture, too, abounds with them. Eng-
land, from her long experience, her more ex-
tenfive capital, and the more attentive induftry
of her pe0ple; ftands, with refpect to fkill, far
before Ireland. The invention of machinery
conflitutes part of her fkill, and the general
adoption of it marks her wifdom. Our ma-
nufaltures, being of younger growth, are yet

firangers



firangers to many of her improvements. It
is an encouraging refleCtion, however, that
thefe are, with a little care and docility, at-
tainable. 1t has been generally belicved, that
there is among the Irith workmen an un-
conquerable averfion to the adoption of ma-
chinery. That they are generally adverfe to it,
from the opinion which "muft always pre-
vail among uninformed men, namely, that it
tends to deprive them of employment by
abridging labour, is true; but it is not true
that Irithmen are more adverfe to thofe im-
provements than the workmen of any other
country, even of England itfelf. This is
proved by the fact, that many of thofe modes
of abridging labour have been already adopt-
ed by them. The cotton manufalture parti-
cularly has been benefited by their adoption ;
and it is remarkable, that in that very ma-
nufature the introduction of machinery, in
certain cafes, has been followed in England
by much tumult, and refifted, fometimes
fuccefsfully, by the workmen. An in-
ftance of this is indeed vifible at Manchefter,

jn the ruins of a very extenfive factory,
: which
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which was built for the purpofe of weaving
cotton by méchinery. It was no fooner completed
than the weavers affembled and burned it to
the ground, from the common fear that if
it fucceeded, the demand for their labour
would be diminithed. This inftance of out-
rage in the Manchefter weavers was much
more flagrant, and. much more unjufiifiable,
than any thin'g of the kind which has occur-
red in Ireland ; for the Manchefter people had
already experienced the effects of Arkwright’s
machinery to be in the higheft degree bene-
ficial to them. It had already extended the
cotton manufacture fo widely, that though,
by the aid of machinery, one perfon could
perform what ufed to employ forty, yet the
demand for hands encreafed in fuch a pro-
portion that the town could not furnith a
fupply. Many of the operations were com-
mitted to children; numbers *of workmen
came ‘from. Chefhire, and it was computed,
that, at that time, there were 10,000 Irifh-
men employed in Manchefter.

From
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From thefe obfervations it feems to follow,
that however deficient Ireland may  be in ca-
pital when compared with Great Britain, the
yet poflefles enough to qualify her for greater
exertions in manufacture than fhe has yet
made. Tt cannot, however, be denied, that
for any very extenfive efforts in that way which
require great ftock, fhe is as yet unquali-
fied. When greater capital fhall be employed
in manufaéture in. Ireland, or fomething tan-
tamount to an encreafe of capital fhall take
place in confequence  of the increafed im-
pulfes of commercial “vigour ; when the ma-
nufacturers fhall learn to imitate the forbear-
ance, temperance, and induftry of their bre-
thren in Great Britain, and become afliduous
rather to emereafe than to enjoy their capital ;
then, and not till then, will Ireland be fitted
for thofe manufatures which Trequire great
wealth ; the {kill of the workman will then
be improved ; machinery will be more culti-
vated, and the divifion of labour more at-
tended to. Until thefe defirable events take

place, " the fimpleft manufactures, and thofe
which
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which need leaft capital, feem to be moft
eligible for Ireland. '

Induftry has been reckoned among the ne-
ceflaries for enabling a nation to work up its
raw materials. It is certainly the moft eflen-
tial requifite, not for one or two particular
fabrics, but for enabling a country to thrive
in  any manufaCture whatfoever. - There
are fome manufadtures which need but little
capital j there are others which require hut lit-
tle {kill ; but there are none which can be
fuccefsfully cultivated without induftry. Whe- .
ther, therefore, the charge fo generally made,
againft the Irith workman, of being greatly
deficient in this quality, be well or ill-found-
ed, it is not very neceflary here to enquire,
as the charge, if \true, would rather tend to
dilcourage generally all attempts at manufac-
ture, than the purfuit of any fpecific one
which partieular circumftances might recom-
mend.

It may' be obferved, however, ‘that even if
the
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the imputation be well-founded, the Trifh-
man appears to be rather unfortunate than
in fault. He is in many cafes idle from the
neceffary operation of caufes, which would
have made the workman of any other coun-
try equz_zlly idle. He has not, as was well
obferved by a refpectable old man, now no
more*, a greater portion of original fin in his
compofition, than the workman of other coun-
tries. He has contrated a habit of idlenefs, in
many inftances from being frequently kept' idle,
by the want of demand for the goods on which he
is employed, or by the poverty of his employ-

~er. The depreflion of our manufactures, by

commercial reftraints, for a long time de-
prived our people of the means of induftry 3
and idlenefs, impofed for a time by neceflity,
is foon indulged from inclination, When an
Irith manufaéturer has always had conftant
employment, for which he has been well paid,
he is found to be as induftrious as the wea-
ver of Yorkfhire and Manchefter, or the

fmith of Shefhield.
SECTION

* The late Mr. Travers Hartley.
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SECTION: VI

Of the Home and ForEicN MARKET.

Superior Advantages of poffeffing - the Home-market—
Quick  and certain - Returns—knowledge “of the
Demand—TFrauds not fo eafily praticed— Expe-
rience fhews the Home-market effential to the fuc-
cefs of a Manufalture—Every Manufacturing
State  has highly valued it—Home-market alone
will not fuffice to extend a Manuf&ﬂure—-—[n—
Sance the W oollen Mamzfaﬁ;;re in Ireland—Confi-
ning to ‘the Home Confumption prevents Capital
Sfrom being  embarked—reftrains  Enterprife—~Fo-
reign  Market fhould. be open to a Manufacture,
th? the QObject were but to .jupply the Home
Confumption.—=Of the Foreign Markets—the near-
¢ft are the bol—and why 2—Great Britain, there-
forey the beff Forcign Market for Ireland—Lit~
tle danger to Great Britain from opening her
Maiket to dreland—Propofitions of 1478,

THA*T the poffeffion of the home-market

for any manufadture, is a circumftance which

fhould firongly recommend it to adoption,
‘ {carcely
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fcarcely can be doubted. There are fo many
advantages attached to this, “which are not to
be had from a foreign market, that they can-
not for a moment be compared; and thefe
advantages are precifely of that kind, of which
a beginning manufacture ftands moft in need.
Among the firft is, the poffibility of having a
quick return of ftock, a circumftance which
we have mentioned above, as being tanta-
mount to an encreafe of capital, when that capital
is to be employed in a foreign market whence the
returns are neceflarily more flow. When a
capital is engaged in the home-market, the
manufadturer may calculate with tolerable pre-
cifion, the time of its return, and by taking
his meafures accordingly, may derive as much
benefit from this knowledge, as from a dou-
bling of his ecapital in any other trade. He
has, too, at home, a much greater certainty
of payment, becaufe he has the debtor more
"in his power, and knows with more cer-
tainty and accuracy the means of enforcing
his demands: and what is of more import-
ance, -he is Dbetter able to learn the charac-
ter of thofe with whom he deals, and of

courfe
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courfe runs much lefs hazard than in a fo.
reign market.

In the home-market, the manufaéturer finds
it more eafy to form conneétions, than in a
foreign one ; and he enjoys, what in every
manufacture is of the utmoft confequence, a
knowledge of the quantity of demand for his
particular kind of goods, by which he is ena-
bled to avoid overftocking the mérket, and
finking his capital in unfaleable ftock.

No manufatture can reafonably expeét to
fupply a foreign market, until it has firft be-
come able to fupply the home confumption ;
for it is the experience acquired by the fup-
ply of this latter, which qualifies for fupply-
ing the foreign demand. In the commence-
ment of every manufaéture, much muft be
made of a very inferior quality. At home
thefe imperfect productions may be confumed
without lofs to the manufacturer, by his work-
men, his friends, dependants, &ec. &c. which,
if they were fent to a foreign market, where
the charalter of the fabric was not yet

eftablithed
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eftablithed, would for ever preclude a hope
of its fuccefs, by imprefling the public mind
with a belief of its being generally fraudu-
lent or imperfect. Irith manufactures have
fuffered much by thefe premature eflays at
foreign trade, made when foreign trade was
recently opened to us. The character of the
country has been injured by them, and it has
been faid, that the quality of the goods then
exported fhews it to be a gharacteriftic of the
Irith manufaéturer to facrifice honefty and fu-
ture intereft, to fecure prefent profit ;. while,
in truth, the errors which were committed at
that time, were fuch as muft always happen
when greedy attempts are made at foreign
trade, before the way is fairly opened to it
through the home-market. No frauds can be
committed, or at. leaft none to any confide-
rable extent, in goods which are to be con-
fumed at the manufacturer’s door, becaufe if
frauds were attempted, the purchafer had the
ready remedy of throwing back the goods on the
maker : hence it becomes neceflary, in order to
prevent immediate lofs, to attend to the qua-
lity of the goods made ; and the habit of ho-

' - neft



neft attention, once formed, is permanent, and
will operate in every inftance, whether goods

be made for a foreign, or the domeftic . mar=
ket. : |

Our reafonings on this fubjet have the
ftrong corroboration of experience to fupport
them ; for it will probably be impoffible in
the whole hiftory of commerce or manufadtures
to produce a fingle inftance of a manufic-
ture having attained maturity and got poflef-
fion of a foreign market, before it had been
cherifhed by the home market. Of any 1n'an'u‘-
fadture, then, to which we ‘cannot give the
neceflary aid of home confumption, it will be
idle to hope the profperity. It is in every
point of view ineligible, and it would be the
idiotifm of legiflation, to prop it by public
aids.

The importance of poffefling the home mar-
ket has been very generally underfiood, and
in moft countries very carefully attended to.
Generally, manufaCturing ftates have given a

monopoly of it to their own people, bv means

"« of prohibitory, or, at leaft, very high duties

on
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on the manufa@ures of the fame kind from
other countries. Whether this policy be wife,
has been difputed long and often. What ap-
pears to be the refult, on comparing the ar.
guments on both fides, we have already touch-
ed upon, and we fhall detail more at large
when we come to conlider what may be the

beft means of promoting manufactures.

The pofleflion of the homesmarket, we have
feen, appears to be effential to the fuccels of
a new manufacture. This gives it firength to
fupport itfelf, and furmount thofe difficulties
which muft always arife from inexperience,
from want of fkill, and want of capital. But
the home-market is only preparatory to the
export, without which, a manufacture can ne-
ver reach to any degree of eminence—nay,
without which, it can never be commenfurate
to even domeftic confumption. This has been
exemplified in the woollen manufacture of
Ireland for a century back; for tho it
was in a thriving way when at the end of the
laft century Great Britain prohibited the ex-

port, yet, inftead of continuing to encreafe
until
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until it became equal to the fupply of the
home-market, it gradually dwindled into in=
fignificanee. And this is natural ; for by pre-
venting export, you take away the fpring which
gives energy to the manufatturer, and de-
prive him of the refource to which he recurs
under the preflure of damp or difappoint-
ment in the home trade. In a word, you
firip manufactures of their beft prop, Com-
merce 3 and by confining the indufiry and
enterprife of the manufaturer, within a fpace
fo cireumicribed, you weaken the exertion of
both—The elaftlcny of a fpring cannot operate

where there is no room for expanfion.

The reftri¢tion of manufactures to the home
market, is injurious in another way. If the
manufalture be confined in a few hands, it is
injured, becaufe, in that cafe, thofe few enjoy
a monopoly of it; and if it be divided among
a confiderable number, while there is no mar-
ket but the domeftic one for a vent, each.of
thefe can employ in it but a fmall capital,
becaufe the home demand is unequal to the

¢employment of a number of large capitals.'
The
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The mifchiefs that fefult in éither cafe are

_ obvious. It is certainly true, that a manu-

fatture can never find its way in any confi-
derable quantities to a foreign market, until
it has attained fuch a degree of ftrength and
perfeCtion, as to procure for it an extenfive
demand at home ; and yet, from what we
have faid above, it appears neceflary to its
encreafe and fuccefs, that the foreign market
fhould be open to it, even at its earlieit ftages.
For it is the poffibility of vending a furplus
abroad, if the home:market fhould fail, that
prompts the manufacturer to make any con-
fiderable exertions, and it is by fuch exer-
tions only, that manufatures can be much
advanced. While they are carried on by only a
{fmall capital, and on.a narrow fcale, the di-
vifion of labour, the great engine of manu-

. factures, cannot take place to any confidera-

ble degree. As only few hands can be em-
ployed, each will be obliged to engage fuc-
ceflively in various operations, and of courfe
he will attain fkill in none.

It, becomes eflential, therefore, that the
G manufaéturer
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manufatturer be permitted at leafi to aim at
the foreign market, though the object be merely
to procure a fupply at home j as in the purfuits of
axﬁbition, of fcience, or of pleafure, our original
aims firetch far beyond our final acquifitions.
Thofe, therefore, who perfuade us thatinduftry
fhould exert itfelfon objects within its reach, with-
out diftracting its atteution by looking for a wider
field than it is able to occupy, feem to know
little of the principle by which indufiry is
put in motion. Their counfels may direct
the workman in the difcharge of a given
{ftock, but they are unfitted to govern that fpirit
which widens the fphere of human action, and
provides occupation, not for individuals but
for a nation.

As that manufalture is - more eligible
which may be vended at a foreign mar-
ket, than that which is confined to one merely
domeftic; {fo is it more ftrongly recom-
mended by the pofleflion of a near market
among thofe which are foreign, than by
that of one more diftant and unfafe. The
refource of a foreign market, we have feen,
encourages the manufaturer to exertion ; his
encouragement will be fo much greater as this

- refource
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fefource is likely to be more certain and ly-
crative. Hence it is, that to Ireland the Englith
market is better than any other foreign one ; and
where a manufaGture is admitted to it, and
is able to ftand a competition, it is found to
derive the utmoft benefit which can be hoped
from a foreign market. The linen manufac-
ture, but for this, would never have reached
its prefent importance, not even if there were
other markets open to it, in which as much, or
more, goods might be difpofed of. The reafon
is obvious; it is becaufe our commerce
with England poflefles the great effenti-
als that conftitute a good market, quick re-
turns, and certain folvency. If goods be fent
to a diftant country, a long time muft necef-
farily elapfe before the manufacturer receives
a return, and during the interval, he cannot,
with fo much certainty, reckon on being paid,
even at the expiration of this period. A
poor country, like Ireland, is not equal to
this credit and hazard ; an individual manu-
facturer, without very large capital, could not
truft himfelf in fuch a market.

The folly of thofe *who endeavour to depre-
ciate the advantages which Ireland enjoys from
G2 admiflion
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admiflion to the Britith market, in thofe in-
ftances in which it is open to her, is from
thefe confiderations, fufficiently obvious. Thofe
advantages are certainly of veny confiderable
importance, and it fhould bé the object of
him who profefles himfelf a friend to Ireland,
to procure their extenfion by inducing Great
Britain to open her markets to us more generally.
If this can be done by conciliating means, let
them be tried ; but between ‘countries con-
neted as Great Britain #nd Ireland are, vex-
atious, or hoftile meafures, might, perhaps, only
widen our exclufion. Yet, it is not meant to
fay, that the admiflion of thofe very few of
our manufactures which Great Britain does
admit, is purely eleemofynary—a meafure
of her mere benevolence to us, from which
fhe derives no advantage. No national mea«
fure, perhaps, -is, at any time, the refult of
pure generofity, or good will; felf intereft is,
among nations certainly, the great moving prin-
eiple; and it would be ealy to fhew, that
Great Britain, in admitting even that manu-
faéture, of which the admiflion is moft ad-
vantageous to us, our linen, fecures to her-
felf very important benefits. But though- this
be true, it does not- follow that fhe might

not
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not be provoked to exclude, perhaps, thofe
manufatures, by the admiflion of which, fh_g
is moft benefited. Nations, though they are,
perhaps, never generous, are often vindictive,
and it is not impoflible, that a vexatious
meafure, taken up on one fide to enforce con-
ceflion might not produce a meafure of reta-
liation on the other, injurious to both coun-
tries, and perbaps peculiarly fo to her that
adopts it. ;

It is certain, that if the Britifh ports were
entirely thrown open to the manufa&ures
of Ireland, but a very fmall quantity of
them would, for a great length of time, find
demand in Englard.  In almoft every manu-

faCture of mational importance fhe far out-

ftrips us, by her long experience, her capital,

her ikill, and induftry. Little injury, there-
fore, could refult to her, while Ireland would
derive moft ‘important advantages from this
liberty, “not becaufe fhe could difpofe of her
manufattures there to any great amount, but
becaufe there would be an obje& fet up for
hope ‘and emulation to purfue—fpirit would
be given to enterprize, and activity to in.

duftry.
: 4 The
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The propofitions prefented by Mr. Orde in
3785, as a foundation for a commercial fettle-
ment between the two countries, feem to have
refted on this principle. If the: changes which
were afterwards made in thofe propofitions
were fuch as would endanger, or facrifice thofe
more important benefits, the political indepen-
dence and free conftitution of the country, to re-
jeét them was, undoubtedly, wife; for the only
fure foundation of commercial profperity is
national independence and civil liberty. But
if thofe changes were nor of that fatal Kkind,
and were confiftent with, and promotive of
this great principle, it is devoutly to be la-
mented that they mifcarried. Nothing could
fo much have contributed to call forth the
exertions of the country ; nothing could fo
quickly have given intelligence and induftry’
to our manufacturers, or excited among them
that fpirit of emulation in which, unliappily_,
they are at prefent deficient, as the ‘poﬁ"eﬁion,
or the poffibility of poflefling, the Britith mar»
Ket. | -

SECTION
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SECTION VIL

L3

Of the ManuracTtures which greatly encreafe
the Value of the Prime Materials.

T ke z)nparf;mre of thofe manufallures fhewn by con-
Sidering how what is added to the valueof the raw
materials by manufafture, 1s difpofed of—It goes
in three ways—Confumption—Repairs—Encreafe of
- Capital—TFurther Advantages of  thofe manufactures
that greatly enhance the valwe.of the primum-—u
Ireland particularly,

THE next objet of confideration is how
far a manufaCture is made eligible by adding
greatly . to the value of the materials. It is
evident, in the firft infiance, that whatever
1s added by the manufatture to the value of
the primum, is fo much added to the ftock of
national wealth ; whether this addition is to
be laid by to encreafe capital, or is devo-
ted to immediate confumption. It is plain,
too, that of this addition fo made to the
wealth of the nation, a confiderable part will
neceflarily be laid afide to encreafe capital,
for the whole will be difpofed of in three

wavs

-
2
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ways® ; one will be difpofed of in the pay-
ment of the labour by which it was pro-
duced, and this may be confidered as fet
apart for confumption ; another, will be em-
ployed in erefting new, of repairing old, ma-
chinery, fixtures or implements, negeflary in .
the manufacture ; this may be confidered as a
fixed capital; the remainder goes to what is
properly called the capital, or rather the cir-
culating capital of the country. But if the
manufacture be carried on by machinery, then
that part of the encreafed value of the mate-
rials which, in the other cafe, goes for the
remuneration of - labour, will be very fmall,
compared with the remainder ; in which cafe,
the fixed and circnlating capital of the coun.
try receives fo much the more encreafe.

" Hence 1t appears, that fuch a manufadture
muft be much more eligible for a country,
than one in which the raw material confti-
tutes a great part of the valie of the manu-
factured goods, and of which all the opera-
tions are carried on by hand labour. For a
poor country particularly, fuch a manufacture
is to be chofen, becaufe in the firft inftance,

it
% See Smith, vol. i. page 275.



it requires leaft capital to be funk in mate.
rials, and in the fecond, it tends fooneft to
relieve its poverty by creating a capital.

It is true indeed, that in fuch manufac-
tures, tho’ the value of the materials be little, yet
the expence of machinery is very confidera-
ble. It deferves to be remembered, however,
that this expence, if it can once be fuftained,
is very quickly repaid by the fuperior pro-
fits of the manufa&ure, and at all times-a ca-
pital fank in machinery, 1is employed in the
moft fure and produ&ive way. Even a poor
country, therefore, may find its intereft in

finking its capital'in this way, by which fuch

creative powers are given to indufiry, in which
fo little hazard is run, and which will fo
foon repay the expence which it at firft
occafions.

In many of our manufadtures it has been
found, that their progrefs is retarded by the
higher wages claimed by the TIrith workmen,
than is paid to artificers of the fame delcrip-
tion in England. This high price of wages it

’ has
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has been found impoffible to diminifh, be.
caufe high as it is, it appears the workman
caunot {ubfift upon lefs. Tho’ it may appear
firange at firft view, that higher wages are
neceflary to the Irith workinan, than to the
Englith, it will ceafe to do fo, when it is re-
membered, that the workman in England en-
joys a perpetuity of employment, and that too
m precifely the fame branch, «In Ireland the
workman frequently cannot get -employment
for three-fourths of his time, in fome inftan-
ces not for two-thirds, yet he muit have fub-
fiftence throughout the  whole of it. It be,
comes. neceflary, therefore, for him to charge
nigh for his work when he labours, becaufe
~ he muft charge upon the time of labour the
expences of the time of idlenefs. This evil,
among many others, makes the adoption of
machinery peculiarly neceflary for Ireland ;
for if a manufalturer finds himfelf unable to
keep his work going forward, the ceflation of
his machinery.induces no fubfequent rife in
the price of his goods; while the idlenefs of
his workman muft be compenfated for, by
higher payment when he is fet to work., The
remedying of this evil, which prevents our

goods
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goods from being brought to market as cheap
as thofe of other countries, where workmen
being kept conftantly employed, work on more
reafonable terms, feems to deferve peculiar at-
tention. So far as machinery may be fubfii-
tuted for manual labour, it affords this re-
medy ; and, therefore, thofe manufactures which
admit machinery in its fulleft extent, un-
doubtedly dgferve a preference in our eftima-
110N,

SECTION
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S ECTI10 N VI,
Of MaxuracTures already in part eftablithed,

Difficulties of giving a wew direclion to  Induflry—
The Legiflature can inflitute pew Manufactures .
only by carrying them on under the direttion of
puble QOfficers, ar; by Boxuties to private Indivi-

g/:_m/s—-—l_)arzgers of each method—This  does not

prove that Encouragement to Manufatures already
beguny may not be ufeful—And why—To what
points the affiftance of Government fhould be ap-
pliecd—Why this affiffance not liable 10 the objec-
tion made agaimft Govermment originally inflituting
any particular Mapufadure— Manufattures not” ene
ntled to Encouragement in proportion to the tiime

they have been Eftablifhed—Infiance,

'OF all the dutigs which lean on the Go-
vernment of a country, there is none, per-
haps, fo difficult, as that of giving a new
direCtion to the induftry of a people, where
change " of circumftances makes the attempt
necellary,  There is, in the firfi inflance, the
utmodt danger that a government may mif-
taie the true channel into which thofe fuper-

venient
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venient circumftances would maturally turs
the tide of public exertion ; and even ifthey
determined aright in this nice crifis, it isnot
lefs difficult to effe¢t what they fee ought to
be done. Though the end be right, the
means of attaining it, may, in this cafe, be ex-
tremely wrong. A ftatefman is never more
prone to error than when he becomes a ma-
nufaéturer. It is for this reafon, that manufac-
tures, which, like thofe of Spain,are carried on
under the immediate management and protec-
tion' of the crown, have fearcely ever prof-
pered ; 'and, it is from~the fame caufe, that
among ourlelves manufattures fet up from the
moft liberal and ‘patriotic motives, by gentle-
men of large fortune, and carried on under
their immediate ‘controul, have been hitherto
but little fuceefsful. From thefe falts, it is
ealy to infer, that generally it is more wile in
a legiflature to aflift and protect private indul-
try in thofe purfuits which it has firuck out
for itfelf, than to attempt to force its courfe
by the eftablithment of perfectly new manu-
faltures. Hefce it appears that ceteris paribus

a manufacture in fome degree cftablithéd, has

a much
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a much ftronger claim to the fupport of a
government, than one which has not been yet
inftituted ; that is, fuch a mannfadture is more

eligible for a country, choofing among manu-
factures thofe which fhe will adopt.

Government cannot indeed ‘introduce a new
manufacture, unlefs in one or other of thefe
ways ; they muft either eftablith factories,
under the immediate infpection of officers ap-
pointed by the fiate—or they muft offer fuch
bounties to individuals as will induce . them
to engage in the new undertaking without
any dependence on its future or ultimate fucs
cefs. If they adopt the firft mode, they will
onlv try again what has already been tried, -
in a variety of inftances, in Spain and in other
countries, and always without fuecefs ; and, if
they refort to the fcheme of bounties, they
may indeed procure a few adventurers to en-
gage in the manufacture, but as the bounty
was the only motive for which they entered
into the bulfinefs, - they will profecute the job
with no other view. While they are paid by
the public, they will work for the publie,

and
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and they will endeavour in every inftance, to’
I‘nake the public pay as dearly as poflible.
But if the prop of 'bounty be once removed,
the manufacture falls to the ground, and the
only efleCt -which remains of the fums which
have been expended, is, that they have efta-
blithed a bar againft the natural introduction
of that manufature in future, by imprefling
the public mind with the idea, that this na-

nufadture has been already tried, and failed.

Thefe obfervations, however, furnith no ar-
gument againﬁ the pofitive encouragement of
government to manufactures in which the pub-
lic had already engaged, and which they were
profecuting with progreflive, tho’ tardy, fteps.
The individual who had embarked his own
capital in the purfuit, had undoubtedly done
fo in the hope, that the manufalture would
fucceed, and reward his hazard and his la-

bour with profit. His opinion on this point,

~ is the fureft poflible guide to that of the Ie-

giflator, and affords reafonable ground to be-
lieve, that the manufalture is practicable and
profitable.

If from the impediments which always block
up



up the way againft an infant manufature;
the individual labours under prefent difficul-
ties, which he combats in the idea that per-
feverance and indufiry may overcome them,
though at a diftant time{ here is the nodus
vindice dignus in whith the public aid fhould be
brought to aflift private exertion: Such aid
will not make the individual relax his efforts,
and reft on the ftaff which is-only held forth
to help him out of difficulty 3 he will; on the
contrary, avail himfelf of this affiftance to_acce-
lerate his advances towards the goal he aims
at, and by this affiftance may probably reach
what without it he might never have attained
however fanguine had been his hopes.

Nor will this be, as it has been called,
forcing indufiry to wafte itfelf on objects
which were not fitted by nature for its exer-
~tion; it will only be affifting induﬁry in ope-
rations ‘in’ which it had ali‘eady engaged, and
accelerating its victory over difficulties which
it might indeed have at laft overcome of it-
fell but which it was for the public good
fhould be overcome fpeedily. “Among thofe

difficulties



difficulties we may reckon as the principal,
want of fkill in the various operations of the
manufalture, and exifting habits in thofe em-

" ployed in it, adverfe or foreign to thofe which
the nature of it required. There is another
difficulty—a want of capital in thofe who make
the firft effays in the manufadture to purchafe
proper neceflaries or machinery ; for ina fabric
arifing of itfelf, thofe are always made by the
poorer people. Thofe are impediments of that
kind which government may find it neceflary to
affift individuals in furmounting particularly in
a poor country, in one not generally verfed in
manﬁfaé’tures, or far advanced in the improve-

ments of {ociety.

The arguments which have been ufed to fhew
the impolicy of government interfering in manu-
faCtures, will not be found 'to apply, with much
force, to this cafe. - If the queftion were to intro-
duce habits of indufiry, and ufeful arts among a
tribe of favages, it would be a futile objec-
tion to fay, that “ indufiry fhould be left to
find its own objeéts.” It would be abfurd to
alledge, that the humanity which furnifthed

H them



them with utenfils of iron for thofe of fiong,
or rewarded and encouraged the ufe of them
when a difinclination to ufe them “ex-
ifted from prejudice, was wafting its labour,
becaufe as people became qualified to make a
profitable ufe of the means of induftry, the
fagacity of private intereft would “find out the
beft modes of effeting the acquifition. The
anfwer to fuch objetions would be eafy;
« that inertnefs was the leading feature in the
favage character—that to fiimulate the rude race
by rewards to ufeful exertion, and to furnifh them
with eafy means of ufeful acquifition, would
undoubtedly haften defired improvements, and
that to wait for induftry and civilization to
arife of themfelves would ‘be to leave themin
their prefent ftate for centuries longer.” Such
reafoning applies to any people, fo far as they
are backward in arts and indufiry, as well as
to the favage tribe ; for they labour under the
fame difadvantages, but in a lels degree. Ig-
norance of improvements Kknown in other
cotintries is fo far barbarifm, and difinclina-
tion to adopt thofe improvements when known,
is a fill more prominent mark of a barbarous

people.
; It
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- It is not only ufeful, therefore, that governe
ment f{hould aflit individuals in furmeunting
thofe difficulties which impede a new and
profitable ‘manufacture, but it may be wife
and neceflary in a government Jfometimes to
originate manufadtures themfelves, namely, when
thofe manufactures are fuch as are effential to
the improvement and well being of the coun-
try, and are not likely to be originated un-
lefs by the excitement of public encouragement.
In doing this, however, there is always much
hazard of defeat, and therefore, it fhould never
be attempted but in cafes of neceflity, fuch as
we have mentioned. ~In ordinary cafes it is
wifdom to fele&, for encouragement, manufac-
tures already fomewhat advanced, but yet la-
bouring under difficulties, rather than fet new

ones on foot.

Though ja manufacture which has been for
fome timeseftablifhed deferves a preference be-
fore ‘that which has not  yet been attempted,
when (the object -is, to choofe among ma-
nufactures thofe that are beft fitted for a coun-
fry; vet it is not to be underftood, that the

1§ ) longer
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longer a manufadture has been eftablithed, the
more ftrongly it is recommended to public
favour. On the centrary, when the manufac:
ture has received public encouragement for. a
cértain length of time, and yet has made no
very confiderable progrefs—when after ‘having
received fuch a degree of care and culture as
fhould have brought it to maturity, it yet re-
mains in the weaknefs of infaney, it is high
time to leave it to its fate, and divert toward
it no longer that affiffance which might be
given with more effet to  other objects.
To continue public aid to fuch a manufac-
ture would be really forcing the induftry of
the public to wafte itfelf in purfuits lefs profitable
than thofe to which it would tend if left to its
own direction,

If a manufalture, after having received aid
by which it has taken root, ftill continues to
receive” thofe helps which it needs. no longer,
this alfo is a ufelefs wafte of public care and
expenditure ; for after having: received fuchaf-
{iftance it ought undoubtedly to be left to its own
cnergy for its fupport. That manufacture, there-

fore,
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fore, which by the afliltance of public encourage-
went has attained vigour, as well as that,
which, after long enjoying public protection,
yet continges unable to fupport itfelf, ought

both to be manumitted, and left to their own
firength. ~ At what precife period this manu-
miffion thould take place remains an objeét for
enquiry, and may probably be afeertained by
confidering for what purpofes public aid is
given. Thefe, we have feen, are, to enable the
manufacturer to overcome the difficulty he
meets with from want of f{kill in his work-
men, and from the prevalence of habits adverfe to
the manufadture ; and alfo to remove the impedi-
memts which arife from want of fufficient capital
in thofe who make the firft eflays in the manu-
fatture to procure the, beft means of profecut-
ing it. But thefe ends are attained, when, by
public' encouragement {timulating private in-
dufiry, the beft modes of working have been
inventedy or introduced ; when thefe huave be-
come generally known, and genera'ly practifed ;
and when individuals poflefling capital have been
induced, by the advantages held out to thiem, to
engage in - the manufacture. When a branch

i



thus fpread among individuals  poflefling
- property fufficient to profecute it with fue-
cefs, and carried *on by the beft methods
which have been adopted in other countries, it
has already derived from public proteé’dbn all
the advantages which public protection can‘con-
fer, and if with thefe advantages it be unable
to make its way, or have already acquired
ftrength and ftability, in either cafe it thould .
be left to itfelf.

If this were the proper piace to enter into a dif-
cuffion of the fubjett, it would be eafy to fhew how
clofely thefe remarks .al.y- to the encou-
ragement given to the linen manufature, It
would be eafy tofhew, that extended as it 1s
throughout a whole province, carried on ex-
tenfively by @ very great portion of the in-
habitants of Ireland, and enjoying all the ad-
vantages that long experience can beffow, it 1s
no longer the mgf proper objett for the re-
gulations” of a Board, and the paltry encou-
ragements of a loom, or a fpinning wheel. If
any manufacture can be. called an eftablifhed
one, the linen is that manufa&ture, and {urely,
thus extended and . eftablithed it {tands

» n
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S E CT TrOT N3

Of the iNFLUENCE of MaNuracTures on Mo-
RALITY, their CoNNECTION with AGRICUL-
TURE, their CONGENIALITY to the Soir, &c.

Importance of Morality on public Happinéﬁ;-,effze
Diftillery an inflance of the mifchiefs which a
manufacture may produce on the morality of .a People.
—Effects of it on the other manufactures of Ireland.
<Manufactures carried on: in cities and large
faélories moft adverfe to the morals of thofe engaged
mn them.—-efnjztrz'es‘ to manuﬁzﬂures from the ma-
uufacturer engaging in operarions of hufbandry.—
The only argument in favour of that proflice—
anfwered—Difadvantages of this combination —T hat
connection of agriculture and manufaéture by which
the extenfion of one extends the other, is ufeful—
as, where agriculture furnifhes the primum of a
manufacture—Superior advantages of fuch an one
above others.—Congeniality of a manufacture to
the countryy Se. afcertained by the facility with
which it is inflituted—Inflances—Conchifion. |

NO objet fo well deferves the care of the
legiflature as the morals of its people, becaufe
on the morality of the nation muft reft every
fuperftru&ure of national profperity which can
poﬂlbly-ﬂ be permanent. The public weal is con-
ftituted
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ftituted only by the wealth and ‘happinefls of the
individuals who compofe the public ; for tho’
it be poffible that a government may extend its
dominions and encreafe its wealth, while the
majority of its people are fimarting under op-
preflion, or pining in poverty, yet juch a flate

“cannot be faid to be profperous ~and "~ happy.

The governing power, indeed, may be called
great and fuccefsful, but the ftate or nation,
which is conitituted by the people, is wretched.
But it is evident that the wealth and happinefs
of individuals is generally in proportion to their
induftry and their virtue; whatever tends there-
fore to diminifh the one or to relax the other,
muft be fo far injurious ta the country, and
inftead of being encouraged, becaufe it may
be productive of apparent good in one inftance,
for example in revenue, it ought by all means

to be deprefled, becaufe it has a  gemeral

tendency to  counteract the public weal,
and therefore muft do on the whole
much more evil than good. Hence appears
the ‘meceflity there is for a ftate, in confidering
what manufadtures it will pati'onize, to weigh
their confequences on morality, and decide
for thofe which in this refpet have the advan-

tage. __
A firiking
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A firiking example of the mifchiefs which
may be done by a manufaéture tending to de-
pravéas the morals of the people, has been exs
hibited for feveral years back by the difiilleries of
this kingdom. This manufacture by producing ar-
dent fpirits in large quantities and at a cheap
price, has emafculated the minds and- enervated
the bodies of the poor of Ireland. - It has fpread
its poifon through every quarter of the coun-
try ; it has rendered poverty more miferable,
and rendered vice of all kinds more prevalent
and more ferocious. Of manufatures it has
been the bane. It has difinclined and difabled
the workman to perform his work either with
difpatch or accuracy 3 .it has made him com-
bine againft his employer to extort the means
of diffipation, ~and it has made him idle to
fpend them. In a word, it has filled our
fireets with beggary, riot, and vice, has raifed
the prices, and fpoiled the quality of our goods,
and made the fertility of our ifland, inftead of
a blefling, a curfe.  'What is fiill more fatal, the
difeafe has become inveterate, and has hitherto
baffled every attémpt which has been made to
veprefs it. It has even been doubted whether

it



ment of our government as to make it difin-
clined to its depreffion ; fo much does it
augment the revenue by diminithing the in-
dufiry and morals of the country ! '

- Tt is a«general opinion, and a very dittle at-
tention toa comparifon of the fiate ‘'of manners
and morals in a large city and in the country,

will prove the opinion to be well founded, that

the aggregation of men into large cities is one
of the moft fertile fources of vice. Without
endeavouring to account for: this, it is fufficient
for us to take things as we find them, and
regulate our conduét accordingly. It will
follow, then, from the admiflion of this faci,
that thofe manufactures which neceflarily con-
fine the workmen in large cities are lefs eligible
than thofe which may be carried on in the
country, ¢ Temperance, application, ﬁi’ength of
mind, and health of body, are all of them more
cafilv attained in a village, where the means
and ‘temptations to debauch and diffipation are
fev&,wth{m in a large city where they abound,
and where to refift them reqt;ires a great degree

- of ;ﬂ&_ive virtue,
The

it have not fo. infatuated the financial depart-




The fame arguments which go to preve

that a manufacture is more injurious to morals
as it is more neceflary to its fuccefs that it be
carried on in large cities, apply, tho’ psrhaaps‘
with fomewhat lefs force, to thofe which are
carried on in large fatories. The affociating
of men together in one fpot, gives the vice
of every individual an opportunity: to fpread ;
and .vice is ‘moft contagious. It affords als
fo the beft opportunities for ecombination.
Thele are the evils which refult from the
crowding of workmen together, If women are
neceflary to the manufature, and are admit-
ted, as they generally are in fa@ories, to mix
indilcriminately with. the men, the mifchiefs
are fiill worfe, In faétories, the women are
univerfally and . extremely diffolute, the chil-
dren catch the immorality of their parents, and
foon reachto high degrees of premature iniquity,
Can any manufacture be worth f{o much ?
Another of thofe circumftances which were
fard  to " recommend a manufeéture to public
proteétion, was its connaétion with the agri-
eulture of the country. By this is not meant

a connection
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8 eonnedtion of the operations of manufaure
with thofe of hufbandry, or an alternation of
thofe operations in the fame perfon. Than
this, perhaps nothing is more injurious to in-
duftry.——It prevents at once the improve-
ments both of agriculture and manufactures,
and diminifhes greatly the quantity of effec-
tive labour, by the time loft in tranfition from
one operation to another, the diftration which
attends  that tranfition, and  the interruption
of thatimpulfe which the mind receives from
an undivided attention to a fingle obje&, fo
neceflary to give full /éffe@ to any opera-
It has been -pleaded, indeed, in

tion.
defence of this praétice, that it contributesto
the health of the workmen j but this folitary ar-
gument in its favour, will, on examination,
be found to have but little weight.
the firft place, it is far from being certain

In

that moderate induftry, in the profecution of
thofe manufactures, in which the workman is
thus made a botching farmer, viz. the linen,
or woollen manufaéture, is at all injurious to
health. In manufa&uring cities, thefe men,
_itis true, appear pallid and fickly, but this is

) ,. rather

-
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rather to be attributed to their refidence in the
crowded and filthy part of a populous town,
to their being penned Up-in factories, or to
the intemperance, which, in fuch places, is fo
prevalent, than to the effe&t of their labour :
for even in thefe fituations, they exhibit as many
inflancesof longevity, as are to be found, perhaps,
among the other refidents of cities. It is an
experiment, therefore, well- worth making,
whether by healthful fituation: and tem-
perate habits, even tho’ as' fedulous an
application to the manufadture fhould exift,
the evil, which is attribtited to the natiire of
their labour, would not *be rlemoved. Until
this be afcertained, nothing can be fafely in-
ferred with refpect to the fuperior healthfulnefs
of combining ‘in one man the diffonant ope-
rations of manufadture and hufbandry.

Without.waiting, however, for a decifion on
this queftion, nothing can be more clear,
than that fome ill confequences do refult from
this - combination. Every one who is at all
converfant with manufaéures, knows what is
meant by the workman when - he complains

that




i

r

; -
'.l

!

}

CEIY

~ that his hand is our. He knows that at this -

time he is incapable of working either fo quick
or fo well as at other times ; and he knows
alfo, that the workman’s hand is always put
out by having been for fome tine at an oc-
cupation different from his ewn. If the fu-
bric in which he is engaged be a fineg one,
it is eafy to fee with what ill effet he muff at-
tempt it, after having fpent his morning in
holding a plough, or ufingza fpade, and how
injudicioufly and clumfily /Ae will handle 2

_web of cambrick, or a thread of filk, whole

fingers have been rendered ecallous by the

~ coarfe labours of a farm or garden.

It is not, then, this connetion of agricul-
tural ‘and manufaéturing labour in the work-
man, which /réecommends a manufacture, but.

~ that connecliony by which the extenfion of the

one promotes the extenfion of the other.
Such is ‘that between agriculture and thofe
manq&é’turﬁs, the materials of which are the
produce-of agriculture. So far as this manu-
faGture  is profecuted, fo far it is evident agri-
culture meets 4 fure and ready market for

that
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that branch of its produce. The beneficial ef-
fect of fuch a -manufacture, is double of that
which refults from a manufadture, of which
the materials are not the produce of the foil
for it is profitable, not only by giving em-
ployment to numbers in its own " procefs,
but alfo to others by whom the earth is cul-
- tivated for the primum. The manufaured
goods in this cafe may be faid to be created
by indufirys in every othery the given mate-
rials are only improved. But if fuch a ma-
nufatture be doubly more ufeful than that
which works up materials not the produce
of the land, it muft be fowrfold more ufeful
than that, which, in proportion to its own
encreafe, prevents the extenfion of agriculture.
Such, in fome degree, is the provifion trade :
how far it is-fuch, we fhall fee, when we
come to treat fpeciﬁcélly of that head. At
‘prefent it is fufficient to have fhewn, that it
isa firong recommendation of a manufadture,
if it be connelted in this manner with agri-
culture, and that, in proportion as it comes
thus recommended, it is entitled to preference,
when we confider what manufactures are beft

fitted for the country,
Manufactures
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Manufatures are fometimes peculiarly adapt-
ed to a country, from a correfpondence to the
nature of its foil, or climate; and in many
inftances, the difpofition of the inhabitants of
a country, qualifies them to excel in fome ma-
nufactures bevond others. In determining,
therefore, what manufa&ures are fitted for a
country, it may be right to pay particular at-
tention to thefe circumftances. Thus, for ay
country abounding with water, and properly

fituated for mill fites, thofe manufaCtures

which are beft carried on by mills, ‘feem, fo

far as one inftance goes, to be well fuited.
Manufaétures carried on by fire, are fitted
for the country where fuel abounds; and fo

‘of the reft. The difpofition of the inhabi-

tants is a cireumftance which deferves pecu-
liar attention ; for a manufadture is likely
to derive much more benefit from its corref-

pondence in this, than in any other inftance.

This propenfity of a country toward any ma-
nufadture is eafily judged of, from the facility
with which a little encouragement fets it for-
ward,. from the number of rude eflays in it
which are to be met with, and from its be-

ing cultivated by families for private ufe.
| Thus,
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- Thus, the inetfedtual firuggles which have
been ‘made to extend the linen manufadure
. throughout the fouthern parts of Ireland af-
ford a ftrong prefamption, that it is not o
well fitted to the genius of the inhabitants of
that part of the country; and this conjeéture
feems to derive firength from the circumitance,
that the people of Ulfter, where this manufac-
ture has fucceeded, are the defeendants of
Scotch and Englifh fettlers, and widely differ-
ent in habits and manners from the people of
the South, of whom the great bulk are de-
{cended from anceflors originally Irifh.

The woollen manufature, on the other
hand, feems to have fome quality which pecu-
larly fits it to the genius of the people
in that part of the ifland. This appears
from the rude manufacture of wool being fo
widely {pread among the inhabitants, every
village producing flannels, frizes, &c. "either
for private confumption, or for fale, &c. and
alfo from the inhabitants of thefe provinces
being to a man clad in woollen. Both fexes
indeed feem equally fond of this mauufac-
ture, and, in many inftances, the man may be faid

to
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to be loaded rather than cloathed with it; for
in the heat of fummer, befides a coat and
waifticoat, he uniformly wears a woollen great
coat of feveral poundsweight. The cloathing
of the women from head to foot is generally
of wool, exceptin thofe articles which are in.
difpenfably of linen. In fome places, however, the
confumption of cotton manufacture has lately in-

- ecreafed to a degree which has-leflened very confi-
derably the quantity of woollen-in the Irith fe-
male drefs: but this is a recent innevation,
and not yet of fuch extent as to derogate much

from the iorce of our remark.

We have now enumerated the feveral cir-
cumftances which feem to recommend a ma-
nufacture to adoption ; and we have made
fome obfervations on each of them to fhew
that they are really, and how far they are,
recommendatory. Thus we have fet up land-
marks to dire¢t our courfe in the fubfequent
part of this enquiry, and it now only remains
to’ find what manufactures poflefs thefe recom-
mending qualities, or the greater number of

# them; for fuch, unqueftionably, are t.ec manu-
fa&tures beft fitted for the country.
iy A It
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It was neceflary to lay down thofe general
principles, for two reafons; firft, in order to
guide our decifion, which would probably
have been erroneous had we nothing but
tacit and vague notions to govern it; and
in the fecond place, to fecure a degree of
perfpicuity to our future enquiries, which
would neceflarily ‘have been obfcure, if the rea-
fons for which we preferred or rejected any
manufatture were not exprefsly given, and

confufed, if they were given here and there as
occafion might fuggeft them.

-PART
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Of the LINEN MANUFACTURE.

Erroneous opinion entertained of this  manufaéture—

\ beyond the limits of Ulfier—an Argument agamft

created by the artifices of Lord Strafford, who
endeavoured to fupplant the Woollen by the intro-
duction of the Linen Manufacture—This not  ¢f-
feéted, until_refirictions were impofed on it by the
Parliament of England—Linen Manufacture well
calculated _for. this country, but not exclufively
the faple—IThat circumflances are favourable,
and what ‘adverfe to it, enumerated—Competitors
of Ireland in the Linen Manufaéture—1Its  pro-
portional. encreafe in Scotland, has been greater
than in _}reland, from 1727 1o 1783—Cheque
and Sail Cloth . Manufaéture decayed in Ireland

from  the competition with Great Britaim—The

little  progrefs made by the Linen Manufaéiure

s
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its being confidered the only National Manufac-

ture—Recapitulation.

HAVING examined, in the former part of
this- Effay, the arguments which prove the
utility and neceflity of encouraging manu-
factures generally, and having alfo determined
what are the circumftances which fhould re-
commend any particular manufatture to
adoption ; we come now to examine individu-
ally the principal manufactures, and- confider
how far thofe recommendatory circumftances
are to be found in each. In an enquiry on
this fubject, the firft place undoubtedly be-
longs to that of linen, as well becaufe it has
long been confidered the ftaple manufalture
of the country, as becaufe it is really one of

‘the firft importance to it.

Of the facility with which an error may
be planted in the public mind, and of the
ftrong hold which it takes of the national un-
derftanding when cultivated by the art of the
politician, nothing can afford a fironger in-
fiance than the hiftory of this manufadture.

Its
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Its firft rife in Ireland may be dated from the
adminiftration of Lord _ Strafford ‘in the reign
of Charles the Firft. When he arrived in this
country, the woollen manufacture was carried on
‘in it to fuch extent, as induced his Lordfhip
to fear that if it were in any degree encou-
raged, or even permitted, it might ultimately
grow to fuch magnitude, as to become a dan-
gerous rival to the woollen manufaéture of
England. Under this impreflion, his Lord-
fhip undertook, not indeed to prohibit or re-
ftrain, but to difcourage and fupplant - it.
This he attempted by means, the fuccefs of
which did honour to his fagacity, however
little credit he may derive from them, either asa
found politician, or afriend to Ireland. He en-
couraged the manufacture of flax, fet feveral
looms to work, andin a letter to his mafter,
in which he accounts for his conduct in this
inftance, declares that he forefaw it would
become a flourithing manufacture. The event
has juftified his prediction, and in doing fo,
has afforded the ftrongeft pofiible prefumption,
that his opinion with refpe& to the manu-

faéture which he undertook to difenurage,
was
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‘was eqﬁally well founded, namely, that the
circumftances of Ireland were fo peculiarly
favourable to the manufaéture of wool, that
if it were mnot difcouraged, it might in the
end, rival even that of England herfelf.

The arts of Lord Strafford, however, were
not able either to deprefs the woollen manu-
facture, or raife that of flax. = So unequal in-
deed were they to effect either purpofe, that
towards the clofe of that century, it was
matter of complaint to the Parliament of
England, ¢ that the Irith were backward in
the linen manufaéture, and tenacious of that
of wool ;> and they not only complained of
the fat, but endeavoured to account for it -
They afferted,  that it was not to be won-
dered at, if'a people, poor as the Irifh, were
firongly inclined to work up the materials
in  which their country abounded ? thus gi-
ving the moft ﬁrlkmg proof of their opinion,
that  wool, rather than flax, was the natural
produce, and ftaple of the country.  Who at
that day would have believed, what is now

received almoft as a truifm—that linen was

defigned
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defigned by Nature to be the priﬁeipal ma-
nufacture of Ireland, and that the was not fitted
to excel in that of wool ?

At that time, however, or fhortly after in the
fame reign, meafures were taken by the Par-
liament of Great Britain, and acquiefced in by
the legiflature of Ireland, which did ‘effectually
damp the woollen manufacture, and from the
sffects of which it has not fince recovered:
while the almoft perpetual and fedulous care
of the Ilegiflature to the linen manufacture
has raifed it to an exce¢llence, extent and im-
portance, which evince the forefight of Lord
Strafford, and give fome colour to the opi-
nion, that linen is the ftaple of Ireland, '

That Ireland is well calculated for the li-
nen manufacture cannot rationally be denied.
On the contrary, it is -certain- that fhe pof-
feffes many firiking advantages for it
But, certainly, it may fairly be doubted,
whether it be the only manufacture which fhe
is equally well qualified to profecute; whe-
ther ‘it be exclufively and properly the fiaple
of the kingdom, and whether it be good po-

licy
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licy to confine legiflative protection and efi-
couragement to that manufacture alone. Thofe
obfervations may, perhaps, appear well founded
when the circumnflances of the linen manufac-
ture are Mti'vely confidered.

It is certainly a very ftrong recommendation
of this manufaGture that its raw materials can
be Taifed in the country. They are not fo-
reign - like thofe of filk, nor to be found
cheaper and better in another country, like
thofe of wool and iron. “The manufactured
goods, too, when finithed, are fuch as are al-
ways fure of being in demand at home, for
iéskw‘fxfc 1s indifpenfible to cleanlinefs and -
comfort, and derivef little recommendation
from the caprice of opinion. Théy are fure,
allo, for the fame reafon, of finding a market
in foreign countries wherever they cannot be
produced. cheaper ; for it isa manufadture not
obnoxious to the changes of tafte and fathion
which fo freq-uently annihilate one manufac-
ture to raife another. Befides all thofe circum-
ftances in its favour, it is a manufaure
which promotes agriculture by the production
of its raw material,

But,

& =
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But, on the other hand, it deferves to be remem-
bered, that though the linen manufacture be pro-

‘motive of agriculture, inafmuch as the mate- .

rials of it are the produce of the foil 5 yet,
the raifing of flax is by no means the moft
lucrative mode of employing land. It isknown,
that a crop of flax, more than any otherpro-
du&, impoverifhes the foil; fo mueh fo, in-
deed, that, in a very fhort time, it completely
exhaufts it. Hence it is, that notwithftanding
the encouragements which have been held out
for the raifing of flax-feed, nothing like afuf-
ficient quantity of it is yet railed for the con-
fumption of the manufacture; and even of
thofe who have been induced by bounties to
lay out their lands for flax, many, finding
themfelves in a little time lofers, have, notwith-"
ftanding the bounties, declined o unprofitable
a purfuit.

Another confideration of not lefs importance 3
that, though we are now in pofieflion of a foreign
market, that market is not very fecure to us.
We have in Germany and Ruflia powerful
competitors ; they have already beaten us out

% of
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of one part of the trade—the Ofnaburghs ; and
who can fay, that they may not in a little
time be equally fuccefsful in many of the
other branches ? But it is not only in Ruffia
and Germany that we meet a powerful com-
petition. ~ Scotland has made rapid ‘advances
in this manufaéture, and continues ftill to im-
prove. In the finer branches fhe is already
our fuperior, and is not ‘contemptible in the
middling price and coarfe linens. But above
all we have to dread the competition of Eng-
land herfelf; for England has, in the courfe
of half a century, made greater advances in
the linen manufacture than any other country
i Europe, And acircumftance extremely res
markable, one that fhould make us lefs con-
“fident of keeping the linen trade to the ex-
tent in which we now poflefs it, is, that in
the exact proportion as our exports of linen
to England encreafe, we encourage the manu-
facture of Engli{h linens ; for it is a faét, that
of every cargo of linen exported from Eng-
land fince the grant of the bounty on export,
which is the circumftance that has made Eng-
land the market for Irith linen, a large pro-

e portion

3
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portion has been Englifh, and that proportion,
there is reafon to belicve, has been continually

increafing.*

By collating the returns of the exports of
Britith and Irith linens, we fee that in 1743
the Englifh export was to the Irith as 40,907 to
52,779 3 in 1773 the proportion had encreafed
in favour of England fo much that the Englifh
linen exported in that year was to the Irifh

linen exported as 5,235,266 to 2,832,246.

Nor is it to be wondered that the f{yftem
of bounty on the export of Britith. and Irifh
linens

* This will appear by the following fatement of the

export of Britith linens, from the year 1743, when the
bounties were firlt granted, to 1773.

Yards of Britife Linen.

1743 exported - 52,779
1753 o 2 641,510
1763 — - 2,308,310
1773 — - 5,235,266
Yard; of Irifk Linen.
1743 expc;rred - 40,907
1753 — - 1,308,907
1763 — - 2,588,564

1773 . - 2,832,246
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linens has produced thefe beneficial effects ta
the linen manufacture of En-gldnd,. when it is
confidered that the bounty being the fame on,
Britith and Irifth linen, and the Irith manu-
fature being loaded with five per cent.—the
average expence of freight, warehoufeing, &c.
attending the carriage to England—the Britifh
manufaturer comes to the foreign market with
an advantage equal to this per centage in his

o
vaour.

We have already faid that Treland has pow-
erful competitors in the foreign fabrics. of linen.
That this is true appears, hence, that tho’ the
duties on the import of foreign linen, (Irith
excepted) and the bounty on the export of
Britifh and Irifh, make together an advantage of
15 per cent. yet the foreign manufadtures have
been able to preferve a degree of competition
in fine linens. Should England then at any
time think proper to leflen the duty on the
import of foreign linen, the immediate con-
fequence would be that the fine linens of Ire-
land would be excluded from the Britith mar-
ket, while the manufattures of England might

be exported by a bounty which would fecure them

the-

"
2
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the export trade in as great an extent as they
at prefeﬂt poflefs it.

It is, indeed, true, that of fuch a meafure as
this on the part of Great Britain there is little
danger. - The important truth that the interefts
of both countries are the fame, and that what
would tend to impoverith Ireland would at
the fame time tend to diminifh the ftrength of
Britain, it is at this day too well underftood
to admit fuch an idea into the head of a found
politician. But tho’ this be true, yet Ireland
confidering as an independent kingdom what
manufadtures are beft fitted for her, fhould
pav moit attention to thofe for the fuccefs of
which fhe is leaft dependant on foreign aids.
It may be too cold a policy to pra&ice among
individuals, but it is certainly wifdom among
nations, to act towards friends as thofe who
may one day become enemies, and towards
enemies as thofe who may one day become
friends.

It has been frequently urged that this coun-
try may reft fecure of the continued pofleflion
of the Britilh market, becaufe England it isfaid

cannot,
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cannot, if fhe would, provide more ad-
vantageoufly in any other country. The fal-
lacy of this argument appears from what has
been faid above ; for granting that fhe cannot
get from any foreign country linen of the kind
and price which Ireland furnifhes, yet her own
manufacture, which in the year 8o was reported
by the lords of trade to produce more linen
than is annually exported from Treland, is in
a ftate fo improved, that from this alone we
have reafon to fear ; it is certain at leaft that
by making fome extraordinary exertions in fa-
vour of her linen manufacture, fhe might raife
it to fuch a degree as to prevent any incon-
venience from the want of Irifh']inen, and to
fupply any encreafed demand, or {fudden defi-

ciency.

Many, indeed, are the circumfiances, which,
duly confidered, fhould make Ireland lefs fan-
guine in her hopes of continued profperity to
her linen trade, fo far as that profperity de-
pends on the market of England. The value
of foreign linen imported into England, ex-
clufive. of thofe from Ireland, is greater than

the



the value of any other ,foreign manufacture
which ffnc imports, notwuhﬁandmg her hngh
duties on that article, ' It has been calculated
that the value of this ~import amounts  annu-
&Uy to a million ; that of linen imported from
Ireland, to a million and a half ; and that from
Scotland to half a million, Indeed Scotland
herfelf holds” a competition with us in this
article which is. by no means cqqtempnblc.
Froﬁi mahufa&qxing:'only ‘?,133‘?’97% yards in
the year 1727, fhe has encreafed her manu-
facture of linen to 17,074,'777 yards in the
year 1783, . exclufive of thofe linens which
were manufactured for private ufe, and not
taken into this accoumt, And this encreafe in
the Scoteh: manufacture is real, while the ap-
parent encreafe of that of Ireland is, in a great
degree, perhaps, nominal., For all linens fold
m Scotland' are" ftamped, by which the quan-
tity is' afcertained with ‘precifion’; while, in
Trelandy - if thel produce be eftimated by the
euﬁnm-heu& ‘returns, it is' probably much ex-
aggerated, ‘becaufe merchants paying’ no duty

on the “cgport, gratify frequently their com-
K 1_nercnl

!
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mercial vanity, by entering for exportation
much greater quantities than they really fhip.

Yet even allowing thefe returns to be true, it
follows from a comparifon with thofe of Scotland,
that the linen manufaéture, with all the aids
which it has had from the legiflature, and
all thecare and protetion which the men of
landed intereft in Ulfter have heftowed on it, has
not encreafed by any means fo rapidly as that
of Scotland. OQur exports of linen in 1727 were
in value; 284,7211. the one-fifth of the value of
the linen exports of 1783 ; while by the fiate-
ment mentioned above of the Scotch exports
for thefe two years, the linen manufalture of

that country appears to have encreafed in the
interval, above eight-fold.

For the cheque manufacture it might be
fuppofed we had at leaft equal advantages
with England, yet of this article Great Bri-
tain exports to theannual amount of 120,000l. ;

we export none,

From the fate of thefail cloth trade, _toﬁ,
we may be warned againft depending too much
on the prefent pofleflion of any branch of the

linen
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linen or hemp manufadture. What has been
the fate of it? From exporting to the value
of /twelve thoufand pounds annually, as we
did ‘fome time back, we do not now fupply
our own confumption, little as that. confump-
tion is. . The Englith- manufaéture, has cut
up that of Ireland by the roots.

It deferves to be remarked of the linen ma-
nufacture, that,” with every poflible: encourage-
ment  which public and private munificence
could beftow upon it, with ‘all the care of
a cherifthing ' legiflature, 'with a board ‘of in-’
telligent ' men to direct-and promote its pro-
grefs, ‘and with a' marked preference givenito
it in the market of England, it has yet in the
courfe of a full century, made little progrefs
beyond the narrow limits of a fingle pro-
vince.  The other three provinces have been
left a prey to idlenefs and poverty. Some of
the beft foil in the empire has been wafted
under pafture, and thofe lands which Nature
had defigned to be occupied by a hardy pea-
fantry, .and cities flourifhing  with manufac-
tures and commerce, have been occupied but

K 2 by
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by herdfinen ‘and horned cattle. Want of “oe-
cupation and miferable poverty, both: ecca-
fioned: by ! the want 'of manufaCtures, have
produced - theiv natural confequences;  hdbits
of idlenefs, fervility and difcontent, and: have
raifed difficulties, which ' 'naturally.” did not
exift, to the progrefs of induftry-’and monals.
Nay, even in that province whi¢h was pecu-
liarly ‘and exclufively: the' feat ‘of this manu-
facture, poverty and difcontent have been con-
{picuous. Hence, in part at leaft, have arifen
thofe - emigrationis, 'which peopled the New
World witha hardy and induftrious race of men,
who, after couflituting ‘a- new empire of the
welly are going on«to! adorn: it with' all ‘that 1s
valuable' in «gond bgovernment and regulated
liberty. !

It s fearcely poflible that the manufacture
which ifi uch ci-rc_:umﬁance;s, has, in the courft of'
a century'been unable'to creep from one corner of
the Kingdom, ‘can be its natural ftaple, the manu-
faCture which nature' has  peculiarly fitted for
it. . If it be, to what can we attribute this
flow progrefs ? unlefs, perhaps, to that fatal error

which
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which has fo long been ‘mifchievoufly opera-
tive in this kingdom—namely, that if the fta-
ple manufature be encouraged, it matters
not what becomes of the reft, and ‘that on this
fingle prop, the profperity of the countrymay
fufely reft.—Such an error, muft, no doubt,
for ever dwarf the growth of Ireland, ‘and
make her idlenefs, her poverty, and her dif-
content, perpetual ; for if experience be a pre-
ceptor ‘on which we may rely din political rea-
foning, mothing can be more true, than that
a country can never arrive at excellence in any
one -manufaéture, while fhe excludes the
reft. Each thrives only in the neighbourhood
of its fellows; as im morality mno virtue can
exift in the mind unaccompanied by others.

This head has been protracted to a great
length ; but it was interefting, as well from
the nature of the fubjet, as from the preva-
Jence of ‘thofe opinions refpecting this ma-
nufadture, which however generally received,
yet feemto be in many points-erroneous. Let not,

however,. what has been here offered on this
fubje&;
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fubjet, be miftaken—it is briefly this; that
the linen manufaéture is one which is well
fitted for this country, becaufe the materials
are mnative ; becaufe it is connected with the
agriculture of the country, and promotive of
it 3 becaufe the manufadture is one which
muft always be in demand every where, and
therefore is certain of fuccefs in proportion
toits cheapnefs and excellence ; becaufe as it
is an eftablithed manufalture, every part ofits
procefs is well known to the people, and where
it is not known, it is eafily learned : but that on
the contrary, it is not fuch a manufature as
deferves to be fo much relied on, as Ireland
feems to rely on it; for it is not fuch an
one as feems ever likely to give full em-
ployment to' the people, by fpreading thro’ the
country 3 that it is one in which many
other nations are competitors with Ireland,
and fuperior to her ;- that event of thofe markets
which fhe has hitherto enjoyed, fhe is daily
lofing part, by the encreafing excellence and
extent of the manufadture in other countries ;
that it is alfo a manufalture, of which, after the
utmoft endeavours on our part, we are not
yet able to produce an adequate fupply of

the




thn maggm@g % and even where they are pro-
duced, it is not the moft lucrative or falutaryr § 4
mode of occupymg the ground ;and that ﬁna]ly,'
granting it to poﬁ'efs every poffible advamhge |
experience has fhewn _that it cannot profper
fingly, and therefore ought not to engrgl‘s ex-
clufively, the attention of the countrys -
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Of the WQOLLEN MANUFACTURE.

Dozduﬁ.s entertained of the propm?y qf emayrq% |
this - Manufosture—T he Hiftory of it affords zea-
Jon  to eliewe it .ds peculiarly adapted 19 this
Country—Ancrent and Modern Teftimony to this
Point—Lord ~ Strafford’s Opim'on,:‘ that  Ireland
abounded in WWool, ard had other Advantages for
projgcuting  this  Manufallure—W ool afterwards
became fearce—The Manufaélure nos depreffedy
until the Reflrictions impofed by the Fealoufy gf
England—T hough. thefe Rgﬂriﬁinm depreffed the
Manufacture, they have mnot annihilated the Cas
pacity of the Cauntry to profecute it—=She flill
rears much of the Raw Material, and might be
enabled 10 rear much more—The Rearing of Sheep
neglected, though there are many Reafons why
they would be beneficial to the Farmer—General
Obfervations  on the Rearing and fmpmument
of Wool in Ireland.

IT has been a queftion much agitated, whe-
ther, circumftanced as Ireland is, the woollen

manufaéture
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manufacture  be one to which indufiry fhould
be turned by public encouragement. The
queftion is interefting, and the nature of tlns
eflay makes it neceffary to examine it. It
will be determined, indeed, without ‘going
at all out of our way, by confidering how
far it does, or does not, poflefs thofe qualities
which recommend a manufa&ure to ' public

adoption.

The ftate of this manufuéture in Ireland, at
a former period, certainly affords good gene-
ral ground for believing thatit is well adapted
to the country. That it was known here at
a very early penod ‘and that Ireland excelled
in a variety of ‘rtlsel‘)ranches, has been fo i<
genioufly .and ft{l{y proved by the noble and
learned prefident of this fociety,* in his
effay on that fubject publithed among the
papers of the academy, that it is neceflary only
to refer to that effiy to be fatisfied of the
point. 'With refpect to its flate, at a later
period, we have the teftimony of various wri-
ters; and ‘t'hat of lord S’trafford in particular

i R
-v . ls

* The Royal Irifh Academy.
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is explicit—-¢ that of the few manufactures known
in the country in his time, that of wool was
the principal.” Of this teftimony there is no
reafon to queftion the veracity. Of his conjec-
ture as to the pfobable future progrefs of the
manufature there is as little reafon to be-
lieve that it was not founded on good ground.
The following extract from his letter on that
fubject, giving an account of the report which
he had made to the king and council, we
fhall ‘be forgiven for tranfcribing. The letter :

18 dated July 235, 1636.

“ That there was little or no manufaéture
among them, but. fome {mall beginnings to-
wards a cloathing trade which 1 had, and fo
fhould ftill difcourage all I could, unlefs
otherwife direfted by his Majefty and their
lordfhips ; in regard it would trengh not only
on the cloathings .of England, being our ftaple
commodity, fo as if they fhould manufa&ure
their own wool, which grew to very great
quantities, we fhould not only lofe the profit
we made now by in-draping their wools,
but his majefty lofe extremely by his cuf-

toms ;



139

toms, and in conclufion it might be feared,
they might beat us out of the trade itfelf,

by underfelling wus, which they were able to

"do. Yet, have I endeavoured another way to

fet them on work, and that is by bringing in
the making of linen cloth ; the rather in regard
the women are all naturally bred to fpinning ;
that the Irifh earth is apt for the bearing of
flax, and that this manufalture would be, in
conclufion, rather a benefit than other to this
kingdom. 1 have, therefore, fent for the flax-
feed into Holland, being of a better fort than
we have, and have fown this year a thoufand
pounds of it (finding by fome I fowed the
laft year that it takes very well there). I have
fent for workmen out of the low countries,
and fouth of France, and fet up already fix
or feven looms, which, if it pleafes God fo to
blefs us this year, I truft fo to invite them
to follow it, when they fee the great profit
arifing thereby, as that they fhall generally
take and employ themfelves that way, which,
if they do, I am confident it will prove a
mighty ‘bufinefs.”

By

el e T s e R A B £ S Sl N
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By this teftfimony of an Englith nobleman,
it appears, that Ireland abounded in wool;
and that though manufadtures generally were in
aftate of depreflion, yet that of wool had made
fome progrefs ; a fure proof that it was the
manufadture to which, of all others, the couns
try had the firongeft bent. Such, ‘too, it ap-
pears, were our means of carrying ‘on this ma-
nufacture fuccefsfully, that there was great
reafon to fear, in a little tiine, we fhould beat
Great Britain out of her ftaple manufac-
ture.

It is true, indeed, that this abundance of
wool of which Lord Strafford fpeaks, was
within a few years afterwards very much di-
minifhed ; but this arofe froni the violent con-
cuflions which Ireland had fuffered in the
interim from the civil war. The mnatural abi-
lity of the country to produce wool in abun-
dance, had mot been annihilated, tho’ by the
circumitances of the times, the exifting abun-
dance had been reduced.

The’ it had been the general policy of
Strafford, to difcourage the woollen manufac-
: ture



ture; and to encourage that of linen, yet fo
fittle effect had his endeavours in deprefling -
the manufadture of wool, that in 1697 it fill
remained in  fuch a- ftate ‘as to alarm the
jealott%f England.  In confequence of this
jealoufy, the "Englith legiflature, by the moft
wanton exercife ‘which they had ever made of

" the affumed: power of legiflating for Ireland,

prohibited the export of woollens . from  this
country. - Under fuch refiridtions, it was im-
pofiible that the manufadture fhould profper.
It funk to a very low ebb - indeed ; the in-
dufiry of the nation thus.refirained, loft its

' energyy; and that! character of idlenels with

which the lower, order of people in Ireland’ are
now branded, was imprefled by the fetters
which then chained their exertions.

_.'.
\ il

If Irqhnd, a, qentury back was fitted to ex-

cel ‘in 'the woollen manufacture, fhe 1is not
now incapacitated for -it. If any prefent im-
pediments be in her way, they are fuch as a
policy, contrary to that which ecreated them,
may;‘,r'emove. This we fhall fee more {uliy,
when in the courfe of our obfervations on

this
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this manufacture, we come to confider fpeci-
fically what thofe impediments are.

At prefent, Ireland undoubtedly‘ poflefles:
means of carrying the manufacture of wool much
farther than the has yet done.  Of the raw ma-
terials fhe poflefles much, which either in its
rude ftate, or in a ftate of half manufaéture,
13 exported. Of the latter kind—worfted—
fhe exported in 1792, 53,644 ftones, and of
yarn, 2,220 ftones. From this, however, it is -
not meant to infer, that fhe has woel in fuch
abundance.as to be adequate to. a' very extenfive
demand. At prefent ~her” whole ‘growth of
wool, 1is not, perhaps, ‘equal to" her confump-
tion. But' there is 'the beft reafon to be-
lieve, that means could ' be devifed, by which
not only the quality of wool might be improved,
but the growth of it encreafed to a degree that
would be commenfurate to the demand of a
very flourifhing manufadture, On a pofition
fo interefting, we may be permitted to offer a
few obfervations.

The rearing of fheep in Ireland has been
negleCted to a degree for which no adequate

‘reafon
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reafon can be given. It is true, indeed, that
when the export of woollens from Ireland
was prohibited, and the manufalture of courfe
declined, the growth of the material muft have
become an object of much lefs importance;
yet as the export of the material to England
was permitted,” fubfequent to that period, and
in England found not a bad market, and as
the fleece, too, was but a collateral objet to
the farmer, it appears {trange,that wool fhould

have been fo neglected, as to have rifen to a

price beyond the capacity of the . manufaéture
to pay. But whatever may have been the
caufe of relinquithing, to fo great a degree,
the rearing of fheep, it is fufficiently clear,
that in order to extend our woollen manu.
facture, the att_e'n.tio_n of the farmer, or of the
grazier rather, muft be again turned to this
obje¢t. Norare there wanting powerful ai‘gu-
ments to evince, that it is his interefi to at-
tend to it,.' Sheep are, of all animals, thofe
by which the foil, on which they feed, is moft
enriched. They are more produdtive than
black cattle, and, in a country like this, where
fo mueh land 1s occupied by thefe latter,

| . fheep
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fheep could be reared in' very great abun<

dance, ‘almoft without any- additional expende
In  propertion, indeed, to the numbers placed
on a given portion of land, does its ability ‘to
maintain  them  encreafe, * fo that could the

grazicr be brought to underftand  Ris-own

intercff, nothing would be more eafy than ‘to
encreafe the growth of theep in Ireland to a
greater extent. Nor is the growth of tillage,
which undoubtedly fhould*be in every coun-
trv a primary object, incompatible with an
encreafe of fheep—for, as tiliége and agricul-
ture improve, the e creafed quantity of arti-
ficial grafles, will always furnith more than
an adequate ftlpport for the encreafed num-
ber of fheep. For a full illuftration of thefe
poﬁ;ibns, and a more diffufe and ~ample expli-
cation of them, Mr, _Anderfon’s valuable book
on the means of@*e?g-;g a {pirit -of nation-
al induftry _m_ Scotland, may be referred to.

The realonings which 1t contains an thefe

fubjeéts, though intended to apply to  that

country, will befound to be in moft inttances,

perfectly applicable to the fiate of Ireland, .

What are the beft means to direét the atten-
tion
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tion of the farmer and grazier to .this- -
portant object, it is not our bufinefs at pre-
fent to' enquire; but if it appears that the
thing propofed is not only confiftent with the
intereft of thefe deferiptions, but in a great
degree promotive of it, one cannot pofibly

believe, that fome fuch effeCtual modes may
not be devifed.

As  the material is capable of being thus
increafed till it becomes commenfurate to any
extent of manufadture which Ireland can ever
attain, it is equally certain, that by proper at-
tention it is alfo capable of being - improved
in quality. No pofition feems to have been
more clearly proved by the writers on this
fubject than that the. wool of a country may
be improved in two ways; the one by im-
proving - the breed of fheep, for which is re-
quired only ‘care to fele&t and purchafe
breeders =~ from thofe places where the wool is
moft excellent, and the other by a little cir-
cumfpection in the management of the fheep.
It would be eafy to give a volume on this part
of the fubjet, but as it could only be a tran-

LY ooV {cript
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feript of what has been already faid by two
very able writers—Smith* and Anderfon,t
we fhall content ourfelves  with referring. to

them for a more copious detail.

- SECTION

# Memoirs of Wool. + On National Inciu[lry, vol. 1.



”’-ﬂ."j’-?:"rm -

147

ok G X . 1,0 N, HL

Of the ManNvuracTure of New DRAPERY.

This Branch has made confiderable progrc_’/}; prin-
cipally from the judicious Encouragement awhich
has been grven to it—In New Drapery the Com-
petition with Great Britain is moff likely 1o fuc-
ceedy, and. why—Inflances in which England has
Superior  Advantages as to_this  article— hefe
make it meceffary to  affift this Manufacture—

- What  Modes of Encouragement are likely to be
wfeful—Circumflances that - recommend New Dra-
pery, and fuggeftions for their Improvement—State
of the Progrefs of this Manufacture in Ireland.

THIS manufature come recommended to us
by a variety of circumftances. Of thofe, the
the moft firiking, perhaps, are the improve-
ment and increafe of it under all the diffi-
culties with 'which it has had to firuggle.
In  many “of the articles of new drapery,
under _which are comprehended Shalloons,
Durants, Calimancoes, Everlaftings, Sattinets,

Broad and Narrow Stuffs, Pluthes, Crapes, Tab-
L 2 binets
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binets and Poplins, our progrefs has been im«
menfe. In tabinets and poplins, particularly, Ire-
land has long been fuperior to her competitoré;
but as of thefe a large part of the material, viz. the
warp, is filk, they maiy feem not properly to ranl
ander the head of woollen manafaéture.  In
other articles, however, her advances have
been alfo confiderable. In durants, or {ingle
ftuffs, we have quadrupled the quantity which
was manufatured amongft us twenty years
back, and the improvement in quality has kept
pace with the encreafe of quantity. For tex- |
ture and finithing they are little, if at all, in-
ferior tothe beft of their kind in England, notwith-
ftanding the decided {fuperiority which the

Englithman enjoys in the article of fpinning.

The progrefs which this branch of the ma-
nufa@ure has made within a few years, is a
proof of the efficacy of judicious encourage-
ment ; for this fpecies of goods was but little
known as a manufature in this country until
the parliamentary bounties were given under
the direétion of the Linen Boardin 85. To

the judicious difpofition by the board of the
fum .
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fun granted at that time we may attri-

bute other advantages which have refulted to
manufactures, befidesa mere encreafe of them.
By “offering premiums on the fale of
goods of a certain defeription, in feveral of
the principal market towns appointed by them,
they not only promoted the manufadture, but
fixed it in that fituation where its profperity
is likely to be moft advantageous to thofe en-
gaged init, and beneficial to the public, viz. in
the country. It is in confequence of this well-
judged plan, that, in a fingle market, that of
Maryborough: m the Queen’s county, wool-
lens, principally durants, are fold monthly to
the amount of feveral thoufand pounds. Much,
however, of this profperity is due to the mu-
nificent encouragement and proteltion afforded
to the manufadturer in this quarfer by Sir J.
Parnell, whofe conduét in this infrance, holds®
out an example to the men of landed property,
which, if generally imitated, would, in a very
few years, give the interior of Ireland an ap-
pearance of induftry and comfort, very diffe-
rent «indeed from that which it has fo long
exhibited.
o) | Of
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Of fattinets, calimancoes, and double ftuffs,
the manufalture has not been equally fue-
cefsful, The demand for thefe three fpecies
of goods has been fomewhat refirained by the
growing ufe of other manufactures, for inftance,
cotton, which, in fome provinces, hasalmoft {u-
perfeded the ufe of “ ftuffs in the ‘cloathing of
the lower clafs of females, while among'the mid-
dle clafs of women, the fine kinds of leather have
taken plac‘e of fattinet and eallimancoes for thoes.
In many of the articles ‘of men’s wear alfo,
cotton is ufed inftead of various kinds of
worfted manufadture. * Still; however, the con-
fumption is confiderable, and - the qﬁalityl of
the goods made, 'refpectable.

It is in thefe manufa&ures, that Ireland
feems to have the beft chance of fuccefs-
fu! competition with her experienced and
powerful rival, Great Britain; for in thefe
manufa&urés, if we except the article of
fpinning, in which,” indeed, England 1s greai-
ly beyoﬂd us, fhe enjoys fomething more
neara parity of advantages. ‘Our wool, how-
ever inadequate it may at prefent be in quaﬁ-

tity
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tity or quality, to an extenfive manufaGture

of old drapery, appears to bear a very rek
pectable proPE)rtion to any confumption or ex-
port of new drapery, on which we can pro-
bably reckon. This, too, is a branch which
requires much lefs capital, and confiderably
lefs fkill, than the manufacture of broad
cloths, and befides thefe circumftances, it is a
branch which is already widely diffufed, and is
capable of being extended ftill more widely
thro’ the country. We have already a firmer

hold of the home-market in this inftance than

the other, and in forefgil markets we have
long fince made many fuccefsful effays. Thefe
are advantages ; but {hey have not been found
fo decifive as to enable the manufac-
ture to make the reft of its way alone, The
Englifh mﬂnllfaa’ul“elﬂ ftill enjoys a great fupe-
riofity over us  in point of wool, and this
circumftance in his favour is much enhanced
by the greater‘excellence of the Englifh fpinning.
Thefe radical advantages, too, produce others,
which fiJréacl themfelves throughout the whole
proéiéfs of the manufa&ure. The Englith work-

man, for cxample, having better materials to work
on,
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on, can work for lefs than the Irithman, and yet
have earned more at the week’s end ; and the
goods when made of thofe more excellent mate-
rials, admit with more eafe a higher finifh ; they
look fmoother to the eye while raw, and when
prefled, have a higher glofs. With thefe ad-
vantages againft him, the Irifh manufaturer
has long firuggled, and in defpite of them
has made much way; his endeavours then,
deferve afliftance, and with but little help it
is highly probable he would overcome the diffi-
culties that impede him. Tho” this is not the
place for pointing out at large what aids may
be given him with good effe, it may
be permitted to throw out a few hints on that
fubjedt. :

In the firt inftance, then, whatever means,
whether by premium or other modes, are ta-
ken to improve the fpinning of worfted, will
cffentially ferve the manufaGure. The kind of
{pinning ~ which prevails in Ireland is gene-
rally - of the moft flovenly and clumfy kind,
It is fitted well enough for coarfe manufac-
ture, but not at all adapted for the finer

works.
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works. Where the pound and half of wool (the
quantity which, when fpun, is called a ball)
is fpun into fix or eight fkains, this kind of
fpinning anfwers, but when this weight is to
be fpun to twelve, or from that to twenty fkains, it
is productive of the worft confequences. Even
in the ten fkain work, where the thread is defign-
ed to be wrought fingle, the workman often
finds himfelf incapable of going on from the
defeét in the fpinning; the. loofenets of the
twift occafions the thread to break on the leaft ten-
fion.. To remedy this, recourfe-is had to repeated
fizings, by which much of the workman’s time 1s
wafted, while himfelf, provoked by difappoint-
ment, and the lofs of time and labour, is driven
to diflipation, and falls into all the evils with
whith diffipation is attended.

Nothing would conduce more to ~the prof-
perity of thofe “manufactures, than preventing
the fame workman from fucceflively 'engaging
in different branches. At prefent, he who is
this week engaged in weaving durants, or
ftuffs made of fingle worlted, three-quarters
of a yard wide, will probably next week be

turned
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turned to double ftuffs, or ftuffs made* of
firong worfied doubled and twifted, and not
more than fificen or fixteen inches wide ; +the
following weck it is pofiible he may be eém-
ployed in weaving tabbinets or ‘poplins, of
~which the warp is filk; and from this light-
eft kizd of work, may ehange, perhaps, to
the heaucst kind of worfied manufeture, fat-
tinet or everlafting. = The rapidity of thefe
tranfitions produces the worfteffeéts on  the
manufacture, and as we HNave elfewhere” ob-
ferved, neceffallly tends to cithance the price
of labour, as well as injure the quality of the
goods. The poverty of the: ‘employer, or his
want of demand, gives rife to this practice,
and perpetuates it ;' for when either of thefe
caufes renders thim unable to find continual
employment for hig workmany - he is obliged
to engage elfewhere on fuch jobs as he can
procure, however diflimilar from that on which
he was laft employed. A foolifh ‘emulation
among the employers themfelves to keep as
many workmen or looms at work as poflible, -
adds to this ncceflity which their want of capital
creates; perhaps, indeed, this with ta over.

work
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work their fiock, is the grand error among

the manufaéturers of New Drapery. ’

However plaufible it may appear in theory,
that a manufadture thrives befi when left to
itfelf  without reftrictions of any kind, it is
certain that this complete liberty has ‘rather
injured than ferved the manufacture of which we
are now fpeaking. The unfteadinefs of the em-
ployment generally afforded by the mafter manu-
faskurers, befides the evil of making the work-
man frequently change the fpecies of his employ-
ment, has occafioned ati vevil of perhaps fitill
greater magnitude. It “has forced every man
who could purchafe the materials for a fingle
piece of goods, “to: et up for himfelf, and
trade on this miferable capital,'which, could

he have proctired conftant work as a journey-

man or undertaker, he would never have
done.. Arman thus poor, in the fizft inftance
purchafes the ‘worft fiuff he can find ; in the
next, he endeavours to make up thefe materials
in fuch a manner that the quantity he poflef-
fes. may produce the greatelt poffible length

of manufadtured goods. By thefe means,
* o and
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and by working up thefe fcanty materials in
a hafty and imperfet manner, which he.is
obliged to do in order to have ,a quick returnof
his capital that he may live. on the profits,
he brings goods of the very worft quality to
market. Of thefe he is enabled to difpofe
at 2 much lower price than the more wealthy
manufaBiurer who ufes the beft materials, and
in proper quantities : and in confequence of this
lower price, and the afliduity with which he ob-
trudes his goods on purchafers wherever they can
be found, they are verv often boughtin preference
to thofe ofa better kind ;the more fo, becaufe thefe
poor manufacturers, in many inftances, ufe the
dithoneft artifice of making what they call a
felling ‘end to their goods, i. ¢ making a few
of the exterior folds of a better quality than
the bulk of the piece, which, from the man-
ver of rolling, cammot be examined until it
comes to be retailed  in the fhep.  When
goods of this  defeription have been a while

worn  their .defects appear, the charadter of
the manufi@ure fuffers, the confumption de-
creafes, and the honeft manufaGturer is fomes

times obliged to give up the bufinefs,

For
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For this evil a remedy feems much more
eafy to be found than for thofe above mentioned.
Nothing more would be neceffary than to el
tablifh certain places where goods of this fpecies
fhould be meafured, rolled and fealed by an in-
fpector, or officer éppointed for this purpofe,
whofe duty it fhould be alfo, to examine the qua-
lity, breadth, and ftamina of the goocds, and
refufe to put the feal to any which fhould be
materially deficient in any of thefe points.

Some years back an officezof this kind did
exift in Ireland, but, at the unanimous
inftance of all the manufacturers, the office
was abolifhed. He was called Alnager, and re-
ceived a fmazll fum of two-pence, or there-
about, in proportion to the weight of the piece,
for {fealing it Nor were the manufacturers
wrong in calling for the abolition of this of-
fice, fuch as it then exifted, for nothing was
really done in it but receiving the money and
affixing the feal, which was placed, without ex-
amination, to goods of every quality, good and
bad. Though it was the duty of the officer to

examine, meafure, and roll each picce before
| he
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‘he fealed it, the goods were, latterly, brought
to him meafured and rolled up, and, without
any examination of their quality, he gave
them the ffamp of public authenticity. Such
an office was an ufelefs excife on the ‘mants-
fatture ; if the duty were properly difcharged
nothing would have contributed more to its
profperity and extenfion.

It is a circumftance much-in favour of new
drapery, that it has already a ftronger hold of
the home market, and, therefore, a greater
chance of fecuring it altogether than the other
branches of the woollen manufadture. It has
already acquired a ftability which better en-
ables it to ftand the fhock of Hritifh compe-
tion ; and, exclufive of this advantage, it is fe-
cured by a duty of 2d. per yard on the im-
port of foreign goods of this denomination,
a duty which, confidering its ratio to the
average value of new drapery, feems to be a
fufficient protection to it againft ftrangers,
New drapery, too, has a much greater chance
of becoming an article of confiderable export
than-old drapery, as well becaufe we have al--

ready
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ready made greater advances in it, ard have

gone farther towards a fupply of the home
market, as becaufe we have already, and, in-
deed, a good while fince, exported confider-
able quantities. It is well known, that new
draperies, particularly double ftufls and cam-
blets, found their way to the Portugal mar-
ket many years back: and the following ac-
count from the infpecior general’s books, thews
that our exports of thid article have been very
confiderable.
Export of New Drapery.

Years, ending in March, = Yards Exported.

1780 - 8,653
1781 - 286,859
1782 - 336,807
1783 - 583,661
1784 - 666,298
1785 ‘ - 110,032
1786 - 349,028
1787 - 206,849
1788 - 315,111
1789 - 363,196
1790 - 852,022

1791
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Years, ending in March. Yards Exported.

1791 - 320,491
i L AT » 384,396
1793 . 140,294
1794 . 206,547
bloy s - 105,283

Such a manufacture in a national point of
view deferves peculiar attention ; the more fo,
becaufe, however great our advances in it
may have been, it is un-queftionably capable
of being carried to a much greater extent,
were the impediments to it which we have
mentioned above, removed or Ileflened. The
decreafe in the export for the three laft years,
fhews, that thefe impediments are not inopera-
tive ; for though the war, and the difturbed
ftate of the continent, may have been one caufe
of the deficiency, vet it is highly probable the
other caufes have contributed to it.

Every fpecies of new drapery, except, per-
haps, tabbinets and po;plins, which are con-
nected with the filk manufalture, may be car-
ried on to more advantage in the country than
in the metropolis. Much of this branch is al-

ready
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ready efiablithed there in confequence of the
judicious aids of bounties, &c. which
we have already mentioned, It is, however,
principally the durant trade which has thus
yielded to their operation, and even of thefe
a good part of the procefs of the manufaéture
is performed in the metropolis 3 for inftance,
the dyeing, prefling, and other operations of
finifhing. The fattinet, calimanco, and double
ftuff trade, is yet feated in Dublin, Were
there halls for the fale of finifhed goods, efta-
blifhed in the principal town of each county, the
mafter manufacturer would find it his intereft
to carry on the whole of the manufature in
the country, particularly if the prefles and
other finifhing apparatus, which are too expeh-
five* for the poorer clafs of manufadturers to
purchafe for their individual _ufe,‘were erect-

M ed

* At prefent the middling and lower claffes of manufac-
purers in Dublin, not being able to fpare 100 or 150l for pref-
fes, dyeing-coppers, &c. hire the latter by the day ; and for pref-
fes, there are fhops to which the goods are fent, and prefled at
fo much per piece.  Thefe places, which are called
Press Suors, in fome meafure ferve for halls, as the
goods when finithed are left there for fale, and thither
the ‘country fhop-keepers refort to purchafe. The ad-
vantages that would refult from having fome fuch efla-
blilhment in the country, are obvious.
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ed there for hire, as is now done in Dublin.
With fuch inftitutions to invite them, moft
certainly thefe manufactures would fix them-
felves in the country, and thrive to a degree,
which cannot be expeéted, while they: are
carried on in the drunkennefs, extravagance,
and diflipation of the capital,

SECTION




SECTI1ON. IV,

Of OLp DrAPERY.

We are not fo near England in Old as in New
Drapery—Caufes of our Inferiority—2et ﬁnprové- '
ment in this Mamifaﬂztre s within our. power
—Reafons why we ﬂzould pm:/'c*vere in the profe-
cution of it—drawn [from the advances already
made—and other cz'zjcumﬁamcs—Pambylar Mbodes
of improving and promoring this Manufacture
—View of the manner in which this Ma-
nufacture is carried on ip England—Compared
awith thofe in Ireland,

IN" the manufacture of old drapery we do
not feem to come fo near a competition with
England, nor are we for fome time-lilfe]y to
do fo, as in new drapery. In wool, at pre-
fent, fhe has greatly the advantage, both as
to quality and price,  She is above us alfo in
fkill in the different operations of thg manu-
fatture, fhe excels us in her arrangements,
and hasca greater capital, Yet, great asthefe
advantages are, it would be madnefs in Ire-
land to relinquith this manufacture, becaule in

| M 2 all
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all thefe inftances, improvement is within her
reach.  Undoubtedly, by proper encourage-
ment, the growth of wool (as has been al-
ready obferved) might be encreafed, without
any diminution or retardment of tillage. As
the growth may be encreafed, fo may the
quality of our wool be dmproved, by attend-
ing to the breed and management of our
fheep, as to a matter of national concern.
Skill is ‘the refult of experience, which
will grow as the manufalture fpreads, and of
attention, which is within our own power,
The arrangements of England in the ma-
nagement of her manufacture are known, and
we may at this moment, if we pleafe, adopt
them. With refpect to capital, we have already
feen that the inferiority of Ireland, is fometimes
rather acknowledged than felt, and in fupe-
rior induftry, and encreafed ceconomy, we may
find much to relieve it. Inftead, therefore,
of giving up in defpair, a manufadture, in
which, tho> we do not yet excel, yet excels
“lence is attainable, if fteadily purfued, it
more becomes us to redouble our Leﬁbrts, and
10 pay a more attentive regard to their dirc&iém,
In
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In this manufaGure Ireland has not to con-
tend with a competitor who advances as fhe is

purfued, and who can, therefore, be overtaken .
but when the difference of growing improve-
ments fhall be equal to the prefent diftance ;
the woollen manufaéture of Great Britain has
beew, for a confiderable length of time, either
declining, or ftationary, and, therefore, what-
ever advances Ireland fhall make in this in-
ftance,. will, bring her fo much nearer to

equality with her great rival.

That this country is fitted for the manufac-
ture of old drapery is moft firongly evinced
by the progrefs fhe has made in it, notwith-
ftanding her deficiency in materials, a lefs capital
than her competitor, and the difcouraging re-
ftraints under which it had fo long lain. During
a century of depreflion much wool had been
made into cloth or frizes ; her poor, who confumed
more wool than the poor of any other country,
were generally clad in home manufadture, and
fince the refirictions on the trade of the country |

have been removed, the manufaure for fale
has
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" has encreafed confiderably. Though the ini«
port of old drapery has been augmented
largely within that time, the circumftance ‘s
‘accounted for by the growing confumptionof
the country, in which encreafed confumption
the Irith old drapery has had its fhare. “Some
has even been exported,- and at leaft a begin-
ning has been made in competihg with Eng-
land even in foreign marketss. The following
extrats indicate the encreafe in the manufac-
ture of old drapery, for there ean be no doubt
but the home confumption has encreafed inas
‘great a ratio as the export. |

Old Drapery exported in the

Years, endmg 25th March. Yards«
1788 . 7,147

. 1789 o 7,833
- 1790 o 7,842

\ 1791 - 15,085
1792 - 18,669

1793 = 19,389

{ 1794 - 21,237
1795 ’ 22,739

In the five years immediately preceeding 88,
the
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the export was much more confiderable, but in
thofe years the trade was over worked. The
efforts made by our merchants at that time were
much beyond either their firength, or the demand
of the markets. ‘The confequence was, that in
that year (88) the exports fuddenly fell to their
natural level, perhaps below it ; fince that period
they have grown naturally with the growing ex-
tent of the manufatture, and there is reafon
to hope, that, with proper care, they will con-
tinue to encreafe. That this hope is not with-
out foundation will appear, from confidering

that France, the great rival of England in the -

clothing trade, has been obliged, by her re-
cent diftractions, to relax, if not give up al-
together, her attention to this manufatture.
If Ireland exert herfelf as fhe may do, it is
natural to expe¢t that the will find new chan-
nels open to her induftry in this way, which,
heretofore, fhe could not have hoped for. Be-
fore fhe can avail herfelf, however, of the of-
fered opportunity, much is to- be done, and
much changed in the procefs of this manu-
faCture.  Of thofe changes, and thofe improve-

ments
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ments we will here fuggeft fuch as can.
not be ranked under any of the general
heads of improvement, to which the latter
part of this eflay fhall be devoted.

With refpect to the manufalture of fine
cloths, as the material is foreign both to
England and us, we have, in this inftance,
equal advantages with England if we pleafe
to avail ourfelves of them, except as to the
mere act of manufa@turing. We, as well as
Great Britain, may import our wool immedi-
ately from Spain, and yet it is certain, that
the greater part of the Spanifh wool which is
ufed in Ireland is imported from England, by
which the Irith manufaGurer, in the firft
place lofes the amount of two commiffions
and the profit of the Britith merchant, and in
the fecond, he gets wool of an inferior qua-
lity.  Whatever may tend to induce, or to en-
able our manufaturers, or our merchants to
import the material of our fuperfines immedi.
ately from Spain will be produétive of a dou-
ble benefit ; it will not only enable the clo-
thier to bring his goods cheaper and better to

market,



169

.
market, by giving him the primum cheaper,
and better, but it will, probably open
a new vent in that country for fome of the
manufactures of this in return, or it will en-
creafe the quantity of the exports which we
alreadv make there—Both of thefe are objects
worth attention.

Ireland, ig the manufature of fuperfine cloths,
is confiderably inferior to her neighbour asto
the article of finithing. This is an obfervation
which would, perhaps, hold equally true in many
other branches of the woollen manu‘faé’ture, but
the defect is felt here with peculiar inconvenie
ence, becaufe it is the excellence of the fi-
nifhing in thefe which conftitutes much of the
value of the goods. In manufactures confumed
by the opulent, the vain, or the luxurious,
colour, luftre and foftnefs, are effential quali-
ties.- It has been faid, that there is fome-
thing in the foil of England which impreg-
nates its waters with qualities for dying, that
are in vain fought in the waters of Ire-
land. The water of the Thames, too, was faid

to poflefs qualities which peculiarly fitted it
for
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:
for the brewing of porter ; experience, hows
ever, has fhewn, that it poflefled no fuch ‘ex-
clufive excellence, and, probably, if the Irith
clothier would ufe the neceffary precautions,
and take the neceflary care to procure goed
dye:ftuffs, and fkillful dyers, the inferiority of
Irifth  water would be found to . be equally
ideal in the one cafe, as it has been in the
other—For our inferiority in- prefling no caufe
can be afligned, but flovenly, orne@igent work-
manthip.

After the fearcity, or coarfenefs of our wool,
the next great evil under which the manufac-
ture of Ireland labours, is the want of Wool-
forters. Thefe are men who buy wool in the
pack, and afterwards fort it into different kinds
fitted for the feveral various ufes which the
manufacture requires. Where thefe men are
known, the manufiCturer of moderate capital
who is unable to buy his wool in very large
quantitics, reforts to them, and takes at a price pro-
portionable to the finenefs of the fort he wants,
and the rate of the grofs wool, that kind
which “exactly fuits him. In Ireland, where

there

3
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there are no wool-forters, the poorer manufaéturs
ers labour under mofi diﬂreﬂing,difadvaﬂiages;
they are obliged to apply to the richer manu-
faéturers, who purchafe their wool in large quan-
tities, and then fort it for their own ufe. The
rich manufacturer deals with the poor—' one, .
on fuch terms as one rival may be fuppofed
to give another. He gives him the refufe of
the wool at a very high price; and, it fre-
quently happens, that of the kind wanted by
the poor man, none can be fpared; he is
then obliged to take that which comes neareft
to what he wants, forts it for himfelf, and
rejeits, to abfolute lofs, what will not anfwer
his end: The richmanufacturer, in the mean
time, is, perhaps, notlefs a lofer than the poor
one ; for, after forting his wool, thofe parts
which he has mnot occafion for himielf, re-
mains ufelefs on his hands, until fome other
manufacturer may want it, and, perhaps, for
the whole of it he may never find a pur-
chafer. : '

The ‘magnitude of the mifchiefs which refult
to the manufadture from want of wool-forters,

15
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is appatent from this circumflance, that the price
of forted wool is nearly twice as dear in this
country as in England, while the price of
Irifh fleece-wool is very far from being fo much
dearer than that of England: This exorbitance
m the price of forted wool, arifes from the
teceflity tinder which the manufa@urer la-
bours, of making fuch parts of his' wool as
he can difpofe of, compenfate for the lofs
which he fuffers by thofe kinds, for which
he may never get a purchafer.  Where wools
forters are eftablifhed, they are enabled to
fell every fort of wool feparately, making a
moderate charge for their trouble and the
ufe of their capital, by which the manufaGtus
rer obtains, on 'reafonable terms, the exaét
kind which he may want, inftead of the
half-forted wool, which, in Ireland, he buys
from his more wealthy rival.

It is equally neceflary to the fuccefs of
the clothing trade, as to that of new drape-
ry, that it be carried on in the country;
for the high price of the neceflaries of life in
Dublin, weighs as much againft one manu-

fature
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fa&ture as the other. Combination among the
‘workmen, which is always more prevalent
in great cities, than in the country, isequal-
ly adverfe to its profperity, and the intempe-
rance and idlenefs to which the town exhi-
bits fuch firong temptations, arg no lefs in-
confiftent with its advancement. To coms-
penfate thefe difadvantages, the manufacture
of old ‘drapery derives no benefit from its
contiguity to the mefrOpoIis, for in clothing,
the changes of fafhion are mneither {o frequent,
nor fo rapid, as to make it neceflary that the
manufacturer fhould be on the fpot to catch
them as they rife, as is the cafe in filks, and
the finer manufactures,

But much is yet to be done, before it will
be poflible to transfer the manufaturers of
cloth to the country. It will be neceffary to
adopt all the arrangements of England in
this trade, beforc we can hope to make cloth-
weaving a ruftic manufacture. A fketch of
thefe arrangements, will not, perhaps, be thought
foreign from the fubject of this Effay, They
relate principally to the fituation of the ma-

| nufaéturer,
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nufacturer, and to the eftablithments which
have been made to afford him convenience,

Of thefe latter, the principal is the eﬁa,.

blithment of halls in the chief towns - of the
manufaturing counties, which ferve at ‘once
as markets and repofitories for cloth, and in
many inftances, for every other kind of wool-
len goods, To thefe halls there belong fac-
tors, men of refpectable property, to one or
other of whom the manufaCturer who lives
at a diftance, configns his goods.

If the goods do not meet an immediate

market, the factor advances the manufactu..

rer cafh to the amount of nearly their value,
having the goods as a depofit. When thefe
are fold, herepays himfelf, with commiffion
and intereft for his advance,

In thofe towns where cloth-halls are efta-
blithed, there are generally wool-forters, from
whom ' the cloth-maker when he fells his
goods, may immediately purchafe fuch wools,
and in fuch quantities, as he wants. By thefe
two_cftablithments, the poorer manufaéturers

are

&
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are enabled to carry on their bufinefs on a
fmall capital ; the ability of taking up cafh
from the faltor, anfwering nearly the fame
end as an immediate fale, and the eftablifh-
ment of the hall giving fecurity to the factor
for his advances,

Befides thefe benefits which refult to the
manufacturer from thefe halls, others are de-
rived to the purchafer, and to the general
intereft of the manufadture itfelf. No goodé
are fold in the halls until they have under-
gone a very minute infpection, by which any
faults in them are detected, and proper de-
ductions made from .the owners. Thus
the purchafer is fecured from fraud, and the
character of the manufacture preferved. The
examination which the goods undergo, is called
perking, and confifts in viewing the piece in
gvery part, when hung up before the light.

The goods thus fold in the halls, are ge-
nerally rough cloths ; they are finithed by the
merchant who purchafes, and who, depending
for‘hi.s profit on the excellence of the finifh-

ing
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ing, is as careful of this as poflible, The -
poorer manufacturers would not be ab‘le, from
the fmallnefs of their capital, to perform this
part of the manufacture, with fo much advan.
tage, as the apparatus for finithing is inevita.
bly very expenfive, and it is neceflary that 3
confiderable quantity of goods be finifhed to-
gether, in order ta finifh at once cheaply and
well.

Perhaps it would be for the intereft of fe,
veral branches of new drapery alfo, if the poorer
manufacturer would thus difpofe of his goods,
in a rough ftate, to thofe who would be bet-
ter able to finith them with care and excel-
lence. In the ‘durant trade, this is already
the prevailing mode, particularly in the coun-
try markets. However, as the manufaéturers
in the other branches have a propenfity to
finith, or get their goods finithed for them-
felves, in order to have the profits of finifh-
ing, as well as manufacturing, it might be
ufeful to promote fuch eftablithments in the
country towns, as would enable them to do
this with as much eafe and advantage, ag

might
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might be ; it would be one of the firongeft

inducements to manufaéturers to {fettle in the
eountry.

Having thus feen the eftablithments which
exift in the country parts of England for the
convenience of the cloth-maker, let us now ob-
ferve the fituation of the cloth-maker himfelf :
He is generally a man pofiefled of no great
capital, occupying a fmall houfe, with a gar-
den for vegetables, but no farther a farmer
than the cultivation of this gardén makes him
one, unlefs perhaps he holds land to graze a
cow which gives milk to his.family, and a horfe
which carries his cloth to the hall or market. In
the manufaGure of his cloth himfelf and each of
his family is occupied, he in weaving, they
in the variousoperations of carding, {pinning,
feribbling, winding, and picking. Thus occu-
pied, everysone of his people is ufeful, and
from the child of four years old, to the wo-
man of eighty, none eats idle bread. By the
accumulated labours of thefe, "a comfortable
provifion is made for the whole, though eve-

N ry
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ry part of the procefs of the manufaéture is
paid for at a low rate. From this mode. of
carrying on the bufinefs, the manufalturer. is
enabled to bring his goods cheap to market;
and, as every part of the procefs is performed

under his own eye, ‘the whole is performed

well.  Other circumftances concur to make
* his cloths good ; he confines himfelf to one fpe-
cies, and he knows that whatever .imperfe&i-
on they may have will be detected at the
hall, and proportional deductions made from
their price.

It is obvious, that manufadturers thus fol-
lowing their bufinefs. in the retirement of the
country, without allurement to vice, opportu-
nity for combination, or firong incitements to
idlenefs, affiffed“too, by the cheapnefs of ne-
ceflaries, and “the habit of making all about
them contribute their indufiry to the com-
mon ftock, ean carry on a manufature with
much more advantage, than thofe, who, like
the manufatturers of this counury, are con-
fined within a-licentious, extravagant, and idle
metropolis, where, as they muft {pend more,

| they
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they can earn lefs, and where the family ge-
nerally depends on the labour of its head.

It is worth while to confider more minutely
the procefs of clothing in Ireland, and the fituati-
on of the clothier. In the country parts there are
fcarcely any who make cloths and fell them in
the rough fiate ; nor can it be reafonably ex- -
pected their numbers fhould encreafe while
there are no places for fale eftablifhed there.
Even in the metropolis the manufadturer
muft procure cufiomers for himfelf, not
having any fixed repofitory for the recep-
tion and fale of his goods.* Configned then
to the capital, what is the procefs of the
manufacture there? The clothier buys his
wool in large quantities ; he forts it, and as he
wants only certain kinds of it, the remainder
lies on his hands until fome poorer man wants,
and then he difpofes of part of this refidueat
an exorbitant price in order to indemnify
himfelf for the lofs of the reft for which
he may never find fale. Such wool as he

N2 ‘ means

* The Trith Woollen Warehoufe is not an ianftitution of
thiskind : for that is defigned merely for the retail trade, and
is mot a repofitory to which the mercer, or the merchant
reforts for wholefale purchafe.
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means, to ufe himfelf he does not get fpun,
like the Englith rough cloth makers, u.n.d‘-ér
his own eye; he gives it to an uhdcrta‘king
fpinner, who keeps a number of fpinning wo-
men continually at work, fometimes fpinning
. coarfe, and fometimes fine yarm, as chance
directs. By this unfteadinefs in the fpecics of
their work ‘their fpinning is always imperfect,
partaking of the nature of that kind in which
they were laft employed.. The feribbling is
alfo performed out of the clothier’s fight, and
‘imperfecily, becaufe the profit of the under-
taker depends on' his-getting as much work
as poﬁil‘;‘le done for a certain fum. When the
yarn is got home, it is again fent out of the
manufaturer’s management to an undertaking
veaver, who is paid by the yard, and accord-
ing to the finenefs of the cloth. As the work-
man is probably idle the two firft days of the
week, he haftens his Jabour towards the clofe
of it to compenfate for his idlenefs in its be-
ginning ; and as he is paid by the quantity, his
object is to weave asrmany yards ‘as poffible in
thé remaining time. He therefore negleéts the
téxture and accuracy of his work, the more fo

v’ as
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as he is too poor 1o pay for any faults he may
commit, and, perhaps, would be fupported by a
combination in refufing to pw, even if he had

the means.

If the manufaéturer be poor and unable to
keep in employment more than one loom on
which he works himfelf, the cafe is not mended.
He is under the fame neceflity as ‘the rich manu-
faGurer to fend his wool ‘to the ‘undértaking
{pinner, for cufiom would not fufier his wife
to {pin ; fhe probably does not know how, and
will not condefcend to learn.  As he is a poor
man, and his cuftom therefore not worth much
attention, his yarn is" fpun more negligently
than that of his rich neighbour, and befides
this, his wool is worfe, for he is obliged to pur-
chafe from the rich manufa&urer his refufe wool
at a high prlce.' Under the prcﬂ'ure of thefe
‘Inconveniences he endeavours to make himfelf
amends by dedué"tmg from the proper quantity of
warp of which his web fhould confift, and alfo from
the Wéft‘gy laying it as thin as pofiible in the cloth.
Thus'the fabrick is injured in its moft efential
qﬁ‘ajity, firmnefs ; and when it comes to be

worn
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worn, it melts away in a much lefs tune than
Englith cloth of the fame denomination.

Such is the general ftate of the clothing trade
in Dublin—there are certainly fome exceptions.
Of fome cloth-makers the goods may..v_ie with
the beft imported ; but it is not to be e:__cpéé’ted
that this clafs fhould be very nufnerous; while
the procefs of the manufacture, is thus car-
ried on by men not interefted In its ultimate
fuccefs, who  are not refponfible for negl'e&,
but, on the contrary, are prompted by the
manner in which their earnings are afcertain-
ed, and by their refidence in a licentiousand

turbulent metropolis to work hafiily and ill.

Would the limits of this eflay admit, or
did the nature”of it require us ‘to point out
minutely the means of improving individu-
al manufactures, it would not be diflicult to
fhew how thefe errors in the arrangement of
our woollen manufafture might be corrected
by the eftablithment of rough cloth markets
in the country parts of this kingdom, by al-
lowing immunities and privileges of certain

kinds,
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kinds, to thofe who fhould earry on the ma-
nufaéture in the vicinity of thefe markets,
and who fhould alfo adopt the long-approved
methods of the Englith clothiers. As this;
however, is not firitly within the f{cope of
this work, ‘we fhall at prefent be content with
repeating, that on a review of the woollen
manufaéturein each of its branches, it appears that
new drapery is more within the immediate reach
of Ireland, as the has the wool fitted for that
manufacture in greater abundance than clo-
thing wool, as fhe has already made a greater
degree of proﬁcie:ncy in this, than in old dra-
pery—as fhe is more likely to fecure the home-
market, ‘and fhare the foreign ones, and as it
generally requires lefs fkill and capital. ‘

Of old drapery. it appears that Ireland has
no reafon to defpair, and that tho’ hitherto
fhe has nov made any great advances in this
branch, vet it would be madnefa to relinquith
it, becaufe the deficiency of wool, under which
fhe in fome degree labours, may be removed,
by due attention to the breed of fheep,
and. in almoft every other initance, fhe en-
loys confiderable advantages. She fupplies al-

H1iade . ready
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ready, a great part of her own confumption
in coarfe cloths 3 and in the fuperfines, which
confift entirely of foreign wool, fhe has the
fame means of attaining excellence as Great
Britain, and could fhe be brought to adopt,
or rather were fuch fteps taken, as would
enable her to adopt, the arrangeménts of
Great Britain in this manufature, there can
be " little doubt but fhe would. foon make a
rapid progrefs.

- SECTION
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Of the CorroN MANUFACTURE.

-

Cotton  Manufature " has already [fpread itfelf—The

Objection that the primum s not natrve, of lefs

force in this, than in fome other Cafes—It admits

Machinery—Some Branches of  this Manujfalture
not yet introduced here—The Cotton  Manufacture
generally may be carried on in the country, and really
is fo here—Linen Yarn ufed with Cotton Yarn,
in feveral kinds of Cotton Goods—This is a re-
commendation of it to Ireland—A principal re-
commendation 15, that the Value of the Manu-
faltured Goods bm;’: a very great proportin to
that of the primwm n this branch ; “it therefore
requires lefs Capital—The  Cotton Manufacture
dluﬂrates tﬁe 4tzlzty of moderate protecting Duties.

THE cotton manufatture, has, undoubt-
edly, very, ftrong claims to encouragement,
Tho ‘it is but new in Ireland, it
has fhet its “root deep in the foil, and has

foread its branches over very diftant parts of
the

SECTION V.
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the country. Its congeniality to the difpofiti-
on of our people is proved by the excellénce
which they have attained in it within ‘the
courfe of a very few years, and that not in
one province, but in feveral. What has been
already dome in it, is a fair fample of what
may reafonably be expeéted.

One great advantage, indeed, is wanting in
the cotton manufaéture—the promum is not na-
tive. This gircumfiance, however, is of the
lefs importance in this inftance, as tho® it is
not grown in Ireland, there is yet little
danger of a fearcity, fince it is produced in fo
ﬁmany places, and wunder fuch cii'cumﬁances,
that there is no reafon to fear a monopoly.
It is a recommendation too, that we have
merchants among us who import the primum -
immediately from the Weft Indies, and in
return, . export the produce or manufattures of
Ireland ; thus procuring the materials of one
manufacture, by the finithed goods of another,
It were much to be wifthed, that all the cot-
ton ufed in the mantfacture, were, as jt might
be, thus imported. Much is got thro’ the me-
dium of Englifh 1{1ez°c11a11zs,_ by which it comes

dearer
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dearer to the manufadturer, and fo much of a;
lucrative commeice is loff, as the returns. |
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would amount to. i , o

There is no manufacture of {oft goods)
which more eafily admits machinery, or in
which more machinery 1s - ufed, ™ than
that of ‘cotton. So far it is ‘more~ eligible
than * others, = becaufe by “‘machinery, the
effeét or produce of a given'quantity of la-
bour is encreafed. Whatever ' aids from ma-
chinery Great Britain has att;'i;ined, we have
already adopted, or the moft of them—a cir-
cumftance which not-a little recommends the
manufaéture, becaufe experience has taught,
in a variety of inftances, that there is awide
difference between the invention of a machine
to abridge labour, and the adoption of it in
common ufe. "Ignorance and prejudice will
frequently” oppofe the introduction of improve-
ments, and 6 invent, is often but to do half
the bufinefs. |

)

Wiith all the advantages which are derived
from’ machinery in this manufalture, we are

vet
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yet in execution far behind ' Great Britain.
In the coarfer kinds the difparity is indeed
not ' very great, but \in- thed6iser goods ‘we
are by no means fo fuccefsful, and fome:of
them we have not yet. undertaken. .In’ the
“higher price thickfets, or velveteens, we can-
not ftand a competition: either in rquality or
price with Manchefter, Though we pofiefs the
machinery which they uf_e,'v{‘e-, are not fo
adroit as the Englifh manufadturers in the ufe
of it; and in thofe parts of the manufadure
which are pérformed by the hand, our work.
men hdve not yet acquired that facility and
ficill which are feen._in “the Englith fadtories,
It is to that caufe which in all our manufac.
tures is fuch a fertile: fource of mifchief —the
frequent changing of the workmen from one
fpecies of godda to another that this is to be
attributed, nor_ is it rational to  expedt
that the evi} will be removed till the manu-
faturer is' perfuaded, or enabled by a greater
extenfion of his own capital, and of the ma.

nufadture, to employ each workman on only
one fpecies of goods,

Of-
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Of that kind of cotton goods which is fre-
quently ufed for waiftcoating, and known by
the name of Marfcilles-quilting, none is ma-
nufaétured in Ireland. In the finithing of
thefe goods, however, we are arrived at @ very
confiderable degree of excellence; a great part
of what is’ confumed in Ireland is imported
white, and printed or painted heres It is a
branch which deferves peculiar. attention, as
whatever is added to the manufacture by this
procefs, is fo. much clearly faved to the coun-
try. - It is-alfo likely in its tendency to acce-
lerate - the introduction, and general diffufion
of the manufature itfelf, confiituting, as it
does, ja very important: part of it. There
feems, indeed, to be .no reafon why the
making of this kind: of goods might not, in
every part' of it, be, carried on as fuccefsfully
in: Ireland as any other branch of the cotton
manufacture ; and there can be little doubt,
but in a fhort time, the manufacturers will be
roufed to exertion, and make. for themfelves
thofe .goeds which they; now fo well finith
when imported.

“When we confider whether or not a ma-

nufacture
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nufacture be fitted for this country, it is ne-
ceflary, for reafons which we have given at
large in the firft part of this eflay, to fee
whether it be one that may be carried on
with equal advantage in the country as in:the
metropolis.  Experience has fhewn, that the cot-
ton manufacture poflefles this < advantage in
an eminent degree. The firt fuccefsful effay
which was made to extend it 'in Ireland was
made by Captain Brooke at Profperous in the
county Kildare. The country is indebted to
the late Baron Hamilton for fimilar exertions
at Balbriggan, a place flill more diftant from
the metropolis: and at prefent the manufac-
ture is carried on with ‘more fpirit and fuc-
cels at Belfaft than, perhaps, it is in Dublin,
or its vicinity. That the country, where pro-
vifions, houfe rent,“and all the neceflaries of
life are cheapeft, 'is peculiarly fitted for the
feat of manufaCtures not immediately depend-
ing on the fafhions of the court, or  people
of the upper ranks, feems to be fo obvious,
that ‘one wonders why it has ‘not been ac-
knowledged and felt by the manufa&urers
themfelves. The cotten manufatture affords a

new
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new illuftration of this truth; for the cotton
manufacturers of Belfaft are often able to un-
derfell in Dublin the Dublin manufalturers,
notwithftanding the expence of carriage from
thence hither.  They have, in many inftances,

prevented them in ftocking the market.

Of what is generally called the cotton ma-
nufadture, there are fome fpecies in which li-
nen yarn, as well as cotton yarn, forms a
part of the materials. The cheaper kinds of
' fuftian are of this defcription.  As Ireland en-
joys the advantage of having this article cheap-
er, and in greater abundance than Great Dri-
tain, thofe low priced fuftians feems to be, fo

far, peculiarly fitted for her.

But befides this and the other advantages by
which, we have feen, the cotton manufacture
comes recommended to the attention of Ireland,
there is one which gives it a decided claim to
national protetion, namely, the great propor-
tion which the price of the manufaétured goods
bears to. that of the raw material, or the great

enercafe of value which the manufacture gives
' o
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to the materials on which it operates. 1In this .
refpect it has greatly the advantage of the filk
maﬁufu&txré, in which the labour beftowed 19.1:_1‘
the materials adds but very little to their ficft
value. This will appear by comparing the
profits produced on a given capital employed in
thefe different branches. The calculation is
taken from Lord Sheffi eld’s Obfervations on the
Trade, &e. of 'Ireland, and as it appears ac-
curate aud minute, we fhall tranfcribe it:

« Thrown filk of 16 ounces to the pound
given to be dyed produces 11 ounces when fit
for the loom and cleared of gum, &c. and is
worth 4o0s.—it will produée' (fuppofe exactly)
nine yards of lufiring, which at 6s. per yard,
amount to g54s. or 14s. advance on the firft
cofi, and allowing to the mercer only 6s. for
his profits, there will remain 8s. or one-fifth
for the manufa@ure or national profit. If
Ireland imports annually 100,000lb. of raw filk,
and fuppofing the profits on the other branches
of this manufacture to yield an equal benefit,
the amount on the whole will be 40,000l. and
to produce this the nation employs a cdpital of
200;000l. and in  addition :_to this the Dublin

export
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Soc:ety give soool. in bounties to affi ft the

export of the manufaéture.”

“ Now if 200,000l capital ftock aided by
2000l. in bounties produce only 4o,0c0l. the
calculation will ftand as follows :

200,000l at 5 per cent. intereft is
worth 10,000l. a year on an ave-
rage, to which add 2zoool. the
bounty, - - £+ 12,000

And confequently there will be left
national profit for the fupport of

the manufacture only the net fum
of - - - 28,000

£+ 40,000

«But fuppofing the whole to be exported,
which is implied in the bounties being taken
into the calculation, then the mercer’s profit
of 6s. per pound weight of the materials is to
be taken into the eftimate, which amounting to

30,000l will make the grofs fum 58,ec0l.”

0 ¢ The
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 The manufadture of cotton is every way
preferable—200,000l. will purchafe 2,000,000lb. -
weight of the beft cotton in its raw
ftate. If every pound of cofton wrought into
Stockings, Fuftians, Dimities, Muflins, Velve-
rets, &c. &c. produce on an average fix fhil-
lings and eight pence value in manufactures,
which is but a low eftimate, the amount will be
666,6661. 13s. 4d. fterling, or 456,666l 13s. 4d.
natioral profit, - deduting as. above, 10,000l
for intereft, which, in the other inftance, pro-
duces but 30,000l. and adding the mercer’s
profit, only 6c,000l. from which 2000l the
bounties muft be deducted, leaving 58,000l
net. But the merchant’s profits on the ex-
portation of the cotton manufaétures, fuppofing
one half only of them exported, will far over-
balance the profits of the filk mercer, and give
the preference to the cotton manufaéturer be-
yond all comparifon. The cotton alfo requires
more labour, and of courfe employs more

people,* which is one great national object.”
The

« # A dyed Velveret, one of the moft important arti-
cles, pafles from the raw material to a finithed flate,
through the following different procefles, viz.—batting,
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- The reafoning of my Lord Sheffield on this
fubje& is irrefragable, nor is there any reafon
to fuppofe him partial or prejudiced in this in-
ftance however he may be in others, for here
he is recommending to the people of Ireland
to exert themfelves in a manufacture which
may be reckoned amongft the moft favourite
and beneficial of his own country. When he
courts Ireland to rival her fifter kingdom in fuch
a manufacture, andone in which fhe has already
made a great proficiency, he muft write under
the firong conviction of truth and impartiality.

From the faéts ftated in the above calcula-
tions it appears, that the cotton manufacture
muft be more eligible for any country than the
manufacture of filk, becaufec it is one in which
the price of labour bears a lefs ratio to the

O 2 value

picking, wafhing, drying, carding, roving, {hebbing, {pin-
ning, winding, doubling, twifting, re-winding, warping,
pin-winding, waving, cutting, fcouring, ending, finging,
rubbing, bleaching, dying, and making up. Thefe 23
different operations are almoft always performed in Lan-
cafhire by fo many different claflfes of artifts. = Indeed it
it is not unufual for feveral of them to be again fubdi-
vided into two or more parts, and to be ftill performed
by different artifts.”
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value of the unwrought material §; but for Ire-
land it muft be peculiarly eligible, as f{he
reckons among her greateft difficulties the
want of capital : for it is obvious, that a ma-
nufaéture, of which the raw materials are of
little value, compared with the wrought goods,
may be carried on with lefs capital than thofe
of which the materials cannot be purchafed but
at a much greater expence.

Before we quit this manufadturé we cannot
help remarking how ftrongly it illufirates the
beneficial effeéts of moderate duties on the
importation of goods of which we have a be-
ginning manufature ourfelves. It is not
intended to infinuate that the monopoly of the
home market fhould be fecured to manufacturers
of any clafs by prohibitory duties, by which
the competition of the home and foreign ma-
nufactures would be removed, nor by fuch
high duties as would draw from the public by
the encreafed price of the article more than
the manufature itfelf would be worth. But
furely when an infant manufalture evidently
calculated for the country is retarded by the fu-

periority
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periority enjoved by another country in the
fame fabric, from its being long eftablifhed,
and carried on by larger capitals, it may be
right to give native induftry fuch help as
fhall eftablifh an equipoife between it and that
of the foreigner whieh is backed by fuch ad-
vantages. Care, however, fhould be taken,
that the public be not put to greater expence |
either in bounties on the home manufacture,
or duties on the importation of the foreign,
than the ultimate eftablifhment and fuccefs of
this manufacture is likely to repay. The true
mean feems to have been taken with refpeét
to the cotton manufatture of this country.
The duty of 10l, 10s. per cent, onthe value of cot-
ton goods imported was fuch as would not fecure
an exclufive poffeflion of the home market to the
avarice or indolence of the [rith manufadturer,
while it was fuflicient to fupport his induftry
againft the Juperior wealth and fkill of the
Englith weaver ; and though while the foreign
cotton goods continued to be .imported, the
duties on the importation, together with the
bounties on the home manufacture, were fo
fo much taken from the pockets of the public

| to
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to fupport the Irith manufacture, yet from =
the utility and value of the fabric, from the
progrefs which it made in confequence of thefe
aids, and the natural fitnefs of the country
to profecute it, it was evident, that . its
fuccefs would more than compenfate this
expence of its eftablifhment, Hitherto, events
have juftified this reafoning. = The pro-
teCting duty of 10 per cent. has not excluded
the Englith from our market, but it has ex-
tended the manufalture of Treland. The judi-
cious aids granted by parliament, and through
the Dublin Scciety, afliffed by the patriotic
exertions of one or twoindividuals, have given
to the manufalture a- firength and ftability
which feem fufficient to juftify a hope that it
will now contintte to go forward till it be-
comes one of the moft important in the
country. Wlho is fanguine enough to believe,
that without this duty, and thefe aids, it
would have been able of itfelf to ftand a eompeti-
tion with one of the beft eftablithed manufac-
tures of Great Britain, fupported by confum-
mate- {kill, extenfive machihery, and great ca-
pital 2

SECTION
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SECTION VL

Of the SiLk MANUFACTURE.

Difadvantages of this Manufaéture—Notwithftand-
ing thefe, it deferves countenance to a c&rtain de-
degree, as being already eftablifhed—Four Species
particularly claim  attention,  Modes,  Peelings,
Handkerchicfs, and Ribbons—State of the Mods
Trade—Of Peelings and Perfians—Of the Ribbon
Trade—and of Handkerchiefs—T hough Ircland ex-
tels in this latter Branchy it is not yet carried Jo far
as it is capable of—Reafon of this—Conclufion
Shews how far this Manufacture ought to be en-

couraged.

THE filk manufacture comes not to us re-
commended by our pofiefling the primum, by a
probability that it can ever become a fource
of employment to great numbers, or by rai-
fing very highly, the value of the materials
cn}ployed in it., It is a manufatture for
which we are not always fure of the home-

market, and for which we have fiill lefs pro-
bability
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bability of enjoying an extenfive foreign de-
mand. Yet even with thefe circumftances
againft it, it ought not to be neglected, tho’
neither, perhaps, ought it to be made an ob-
je¢t of much encouragement, for many rea-
fons. The manufaGure of filk, in a variety
of branches, is already eftablithed in Ireland,
and 'what is more, it is in a progreflive fate.
During *the laft fummer, the filk manufac-
ture was in amore profperous fituation than it
had been knbwn for feveral "years. The
quantity produced was fold, and the manu-
faCturers, judging from the urgency of the

demand, and the number of orders neceffarily

left unexecuted, affert, that if five-fold more
goods had been manufactured, they would
have met a vent, That the manufaéturers
did not extend. their bufinefs to fupply the de-
~ mand, they fay, was owing to want of work-
men, very confiderable numbers having been
' drawn off by the war,

Of the filk manufacture there are four fpe- -

cies, which feem beyond others, to callfor en-

couragement ;



201

co uragement ; thefe are, handkerchiefs, modes,
peelings, and ribbons.

In modes, principally ufed for cloaks, we
already emulate the beft produétions of that
kind in England ; and, however high the cha-
ratter of Englith modes may be in Ireland,
it is certain that the confumption of Ireland,
is, in a great degree, fupplied by the Irifh
manufaéturers. A majority, indeed, of what
is fold, is called by the mercer, Englifh; byt
this arifes from his with to profit by the vul-
gar prejudice in favour of Englith modes.
Inftances daily occur of a piece of Irifh mode
being cut into two parts, one of which is
fhewed to a cuftomer as Irith, the other, as
Englifh ; the latter is always preferred, and by
this artifice, the mercer fecures cuftom, a high
price, and the charaCter of having aflortments.

The monufadture of modes is worth atten-
tion for another reafon; it is not va-
riable, as the other branches of the filk ma-
nufacture, from the caprices of fathion. They
are a fpecies of goods, which are always like-

Iy
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ly to be in demand, and", therefore, alwaysg

likely to occupy a confiderable number of
people,

Peelings and perfians are in a certain  de-
grec valuable, for the fame reafon. The Irifh
maker has already attained fuch a. degree of
perfedtion in thefe fabrics as almoft’ fecures to
him the home-market. Little or.no Englith
peclings or perfians are impbrted.” They are
alfo 'a kind of goods, which, as they are
ufed in linings, and other unimportant parts
of drefs, are likely to fuffer few changes from
the variations of fafhion. ~Accordingly, a great
number of the filk-weavers of Dublin are
employed on them,

With refpect to ribbons, there feems to be
no impediments in the way of the Irith ma-
nufacture, It is a branch which requires lit.
tle capital, ‘which, tho’ it depends fomewhat
on fafhion, yet can eafily, and with little ex-
pence, admit fuch éhanges as fathion may dic-
tate. It is, too, an eftablifthed ‘manufaéture,

all the improvements of which, ‘that are known
in
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in England, we have already adopted. 1t i,
perhaps, ftill more firongly recommended, by
furnithing employment as well to the women
and children of the country, as to the men,
and certainly if the charge of idlenefs is fairly
applicable to Ireland, it is to the women and
children of the country that it applies. By
far the greater part of the ribbons made ' in
Dublin, are woven by women and female
children under fifteen years old,  Could the
women and children be thus brought into
operation in the other manufactures, even in
the lefs important parts of the procefs, Ireland
would foon become a much more dangerous
rival to Great Britain in manufacture, than
fhe now 1is.

In the handkerchief branch Ireland has long
enjoyed celebrity throughout Europe. For tex-
ture and  durability fhe is not excecded by
any other country in this manufacture. That
a branch, in which fhe is thus excellent, is
fitted for her to profecute, it would appear
firange to doubt ; it is, “however, a curious
fact; ‘that even in handkerchiefs, Ircland does

not
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not {upply to the full her qwn confumption.
Confiderable quantities are imported, and in
larger quantities, as handkerchiefs are more
worn.  How does it happen, it may naturally
be demanded, that foreign goods can find a
market in Ireland, while Ireland herfelf ma.
nufactures the fame kind cheaper and  better
than her neighbours? 1t is accounted for in
this way :—Handkerchiefs, in colour and pat-
tern, are extremely liable to the fluGtuations
of fafhion 3 but the changes of fafthion origi-
nate in the capital of another country ; it
will therefore naturally happen, that the Spi.
tal-ficlds manufatturer, fhall be able to pre-
occupy the market, by the fingle advantage
of his goods being more fathionable than the
Irith, while the latter are of a better quality
and cheaper price, It may be urged, howe-
ver, here, that the Irifh manufacturer, by a
little attention to procure early information of
new fafhions, might be able to have a fup-
ply almoft as foon as the Englith manufaétu-
rer could fend goods to Ireland, and, perhaps,
carlier than the Englithman would defire to
fend them ; for certainly while his goods con-

tinued
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tinued in demand at home, that is,*while the
fathion continued prevalent, he would prefer
his home-market to the chance of a foreign
one. This objeftion has weight, and would
decifively fix the charge of inattention and in-
a@tivity on the Irith manufalturer, were, there
not fome confiderations which go to juftify
him. The argument of moft firength which
he urges in his juftiication, 1is, that the ex-
pence of fetting a mew pattern to work, is ve-
ry confiderable, and that when it is once be-
gun, there muft be a very confiderable quantity
made, a piece confifting of not lefs thanfrom
twenty to thirty dozem. ~Now it frequently
happens, that before a manufacturer is able to
difpofe of fuch a number as will produce
a profit equal to repay the extraordinary ex-
pence incurred by the arrangement of the
new pattern, the fafhion is again fuperfeded,
and what is yet unfold remains dead ftock on
his hands. = Such confequences deter the
manufa&urer of fmall capital from adventu-
ring again in the fame way, and induce him
rather to relinquith the market to the Eng-

lithman,
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lithman, than hazard fo confiderable a fum in
the competition. Hence it is only in the com-
mon kinds, and thofe which admit little
change from fafhion, that the Irifh manufa&u-
rer derives benefit from his fuperiority. The
remotenefs of his fituation from the centre
from which fafhion emanates, prevents his
availing  himfelf of that f(kill, and of
thofe advantages which he poflefies for the ni-
cer and more valuable kinds, in which they

s

would be moft productive.

On a confideration of all the circumftances
of the filk manufacture, it is apparent, that
from its being an eflablithed manufacture,
which furnifthes employment to numbers, and
on which numbers are obliged to depend for
employment 3 from the excellence at which
our workmen have arriyed in all its branches,
and the ~fuperiority which they have at-
tained in one ; and from the probability that
the demand for filk manufature of one kind
or: another will grow with the growing
wealth and luxury of the country; it is a
manufacture of fome, tho’ not of the utmoft

m portance
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importance to Ireland, and one; which to a
certain degree, fhe fhould cultivate. Tt is, how-
ever, alfo to be remembered, that as it is a
manufacture of which we do not poflefs the
primum——one, which in fome of its branches
depends on fathions that do not origi’nate
with us, and which we cannot eafily catch—
one, which from its nature muift be confined
to the metropolis, and, therefore, muft be ra-
ther detrimental to health and morals—as it is
finally, a manufature in which the work-
- men have been found both in Ireland and
Great Britain, and we may add, in France
itfelf, to be moft frequently difireffled by want
of employment, and moft turbulent under their
fufferings, it fhould be extended with great
caution. Of fuch a manufatture, however po-
licy may direét that we fhould preferve it
from fudden decay, it feems to be very doubt-
ful indeed; whether it would be either wife
or fafe to make the profperity eflential to the
welfare and quiet of greater numbers than it
at  prefent employs, efpecially while there are
foo many other objects, as linen, wool, iron,

&c. in
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&c. in evety point of view more important,
courting public countenance, and of which
fome -are pining from the want of it.

SECTION
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SECTTION VIL
Of Hosikry.

Three kinds of Hofiery—of Worfted—of Cotton—of

Silk.—The firft kind moft cultivated in Ireland—
not fo far advanced as it might be—Impediments

80 its Progrefs—its being chiefly carried on in the

Metropolis—high Price of Hoﬁcrﬁ Labour—idle-
nefs  of the Hofier’s Family—high  Price and
Scarcity of  Canterbury Spinning—Cotton Hofiery
impeded by our backwardnefs in Spinning and
Twifting=—Lofs on importing prepared Cotton—
Dearnefs of Labour—Comparative View of the
Advantages of the Britifh and Irifh Cotton Ho-
fiery—Silk Hofiery labours under equal Difadvan-
tages with the Cotton, from the Inferiority of
the Materials ufed in Ireland—Dearne/s of La-
boury &co=—On the whole the -Worfted Branch
beft fitted for Ireland.

THIS is another of thofe manufa&ures in
which it is not probable much will be done
in Ireland until fome confiderable change fhall

have ta‘ken place in the management of the
manufadture,

P How



210

How do we ftand with regard to materials ?
Stockings are made of worited, of cotton, and
of filk. Of the firft Kind Ireland has the ma-
terials, and accordingly the great bulk of the
 manufadture in Ireland is of coarfe worited.
The quantity made even of this, however, is
but {mall, compared with what either the abi-
lity of the country would reach, or with the
extent of the manufadture of this kind in Eng.
land.

The impediments to its extenfion are, firft,
the poverty of the individuals concerned in -
‘the bufinefs, by which they are prevented
from eftablithing facteries in the country,
where this, and ‘almoft every manufacture is
moft likely at firft to fucceed. It is, indeed,
the high price of labour, occafioned undoubt-
edly by the refidence of the workmen in the
metropolis, that coniiitutes the great impedi-
ment to the progrefs of the manufaCture. In
Ireland the price of hofier’s work is much
higher than in England, and this evil, moft
mifchievous of itfelf, is aggravated by other
caufes. Among thefe, the principal is the idle-

nefs
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nefs of the woman and children in the ho.
fier’s family. In England, the workman whao
has a family, fo far from being obliged to
look for encreafed wages to fupport an en-
creafed family, is rather enabled by that cir-
cumitance to live on lefs wages ; for Ais chil-
dren and his wife all aflift in the manufac-
ture, and the united fum of their induftry
produces a much more comfortable provifion
for the whole than the folitary. earnings of
one. would do for the individual. The Irifh-
man labours alone for a family whom he {up-

ports in idlenefs, and therefore frequently in
expenfive vice,

When the ftocking manufadture fhall be
principally carried on in the interior parts of
the country, asin England, where towns have
grown from the manufacture, not the manu-
falture from the towns ; and when the Irith
hofier fhall have learned to make his family
affifi him in" his labours, then will he be en-
abled to work on the fame terms as the work-
man_of England, and until then it is unrea-
fonable 'to expe& that the manufadure fhould

P2 profper.
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profper. This is an obfervation which we have
been forced to make in more than one in-
ftance ; it is one which continually obtrudes
itfelf on him who reviews the ftate of manu-

factures in Ireland.

Another impediment to the manufacture is
the fcarcity of Canterbury fpinpers.. This is a
ferious evil. In Ireland this’lpart of the bu-
{inefs, inflead of being performed as in Eng-
land by the hofier’s family, ‘by children in
charitable foundations, or by children in fa-
milies yet poorer than that of the hofier, is
performed by adult women of the loweft and
leaft moral clafss Thefe, fond of any oc-
cupation which will favour the exertions of
their lungs and limbs, in the fummer months
firoll forth from their fedentary labour to
hawk fruits or vegetables, and perfevere in
this vagabond vocation till hunger and cold in
the winter compel them to labour under a
roof for food and fire. By thefe means fpin-
hing_, which with the Englith manufacturer is
c;onﬁa::t and cheap, is with the Irithman

dear and unfieady.

The
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The manufadturers .themfelves mention other
impediments to this manufacture, namely, the
high price of wool, and the exportation of
worfted ; but thefe are, perhaps, lefs folid rea-
fons for their want of fuccefs, than thofe we

have already afligned,

With refpeét to cotton hofiery, Of this ma-
nufadture the material is foreign, and, there-
fore, it might be fuppofed, that Ireland was
equally well circumftanced for it as England.
At prefent fhe is greatly behind her, and for
thefe reafons—cotton as imported from the
Weit Indies, before itean be fit for manufac-
ture muft undergo two operations, fpinning
and twifting, Thele dpérations are either not
performed at allin Ireland, or are but ill
performed ; this induces a neceflity of import-
ing it fpun and twiffed ; but on cotton of ho-
fier’s twift dimported, there is a duty of ten
per cent.y this, and the charges of commil-
fion, &c. Dbring the materials of the manu-
fature thirteen per cent. dearer to the Irifh
than to the Englith manufacturer.

But
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But the Irifh manufaéturer labours wunder
another difadvantage. Workman’s labour is
fifteen per cent.dearer here than in England.
This, in addition to ‘the thirteen per cent.
advance on his materials, makes twenty-eight
per cent. againft him. To countervail thefe
difadvantages of the Irith manufa@urer there
are the following charges againft the manufac-
turer of England: fix per cent. difcount which
they allow on all goods fold in Ireland for
cath, and fix per cent. riders’ travelling
charges. Thefe making twelve per cent. leave
a balance againft the Irith manufaéturer of fixteen
per cent. Is it then to be wondered that the
manufacture, under thefe circumftances, is not
extended? There is, indeed a duty of 1ol
per cent. on the value of cotton, or thread
hofiery imported ; but even after deduéting
this from the balance againft Irifh hofiery,
there ftill remains againft it full 6 per cent.
Befides, in comparing the manufaéture of
England and Ireland  with refpeét to the
" home confumption of both countries, which
- is by far the moft importz;nt, this duty isnot
at all to be confidered ; for the duty in this

mmftance
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inftance does not operate againft England, nor
for TIreland, inafmuch as it does not diminifh
the price either of materials or labour.

In filk hofiery the difadvantages of the Irifh
manufadture are not lefs than thofe ‘which de-
prefs the cotton. England has her Bengal filk
twelve per cent. cheaper than it can be had by the
Irith manufa&urc‘r; and what 1s fill a more
important circumftance, her cheap filks are
better prepared for the manufacture than
thofe ufed in Ireland. The confequence of
‘this is, that the Irifhman who wifhes to
maintain a competition with the manufacture
of England is obliged to ufe a better and
dearer filk than that which is there ufed;
and in orderto obtain a character for the du-
rability of his goods, he makes them heavier.
In the filk, as in the cotton hofiery, the Ila-
bour of the Irifh workman is fifteen per cent,
dearer than that of the Englifh, which, added
to the twelve per cent. encreafed price of the
materials, makes a difference againft Ireland
of TWENTY-SEVEN per cent. befides the difad-
yantage fhe fuffers from having the materials

worle

¢
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worfe prepared. As in the cotton hofiery, fo
in the filk, the duty on the importation of
filk work from England is a protection to
the Irith manufacturer ; but as it neither lef-
fens the price of labour nor of materials,
nor tends to improve their quality, it . goes
but a fhort way in advancing the manufac-

ture.

Of the three kinds of hofiery which we
have mentioned, the worfted branch is certain-
ly that which feems moft within the power of
this countay-—-CouId there be any mode de-
vifed of fecuring a fufficient number of good
Cantelburv fpmners, and of exciting the ho-
fier at the fame time to remove to the coun-
try, where he might live on lefs and work
more, there is little reafon to doubt, that the
manufacture .Would foon firetch far beyond
its prefent limit. Many more difficulties ap-
pear in the way of the cotton and filk branch-
es. We labour under greater difadvantages
with refpect to the materials, and in the pre-
paratio.n of thefe materials, we are ftill more
remote from England. In filk England muft
| | i Al 2 always
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always have the upper hand, as fhe has the
firft choice of it, and has it alfo on lower
terms. Cotton we may import immediately
from the places of its growth; but as England
‘has at prefent the means of preparing it for
‘the manufacture in a much better manner
than we, it will be long before we fhall ceafc
to import it from her in that prepared fiate.
To obtain her method of preparation, and to
avail ourfelves of our opportunities of imme-
~diate importation, are objets, which, as they
are attainable and important, we fhoyld fieadily
purfue. - ‘

SECTION
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SECTION VIII
. Of Iron.

The Value of this Manufalure not attended to-in
Ireland—Scarcity of Timber may excufe our back-
wardnefs in the making of Malleable Iron—
not in the other Branches—Even for this. we poffefs
many of the Addvantages which have promoted
this Trade in England—but awhich from various
cazy’ek we  negletl—Coake—rthe ufe of it in Iron-
making recommended by its fucccﬁ i England—
Value of this Branch—Arigna Company—Caft
Iron clearly within the power of Ireland—In-
Stances that prove it a very lucrative Manufac,
ture—Requifites to extend ity and Advantages

 which we poffefs—Manufacture of Foreign Bar
Iron—Calculation of its Value to the Country zf
carried on 1o the full extent of the home cons
Sumption—~But it might be cqrried much farther
Q—Izigpedifnents m s wny;ffgﬂaand in the artis
cle of Fire Irons—The Shtting and Rolling Trade
—Refult of the Obfervations on this Manufatture
—Fapanned Ware.

AMONG thofe manufactures which are va.
luable from being of indifpenfible neceflity,
from
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‘from their being formed of materials which
are worthlefs till manufactured, and which
the country produces, or may produce, Iron
deferves to rank in the firft place. The im-
portance of this manufafture confidered in any
of theie points of view, does not feem to be
underfiood in Ireland, and the’ example of
Great Britain, who has recently made fuch ra-
pid advances in her iron manufacture, is paf-
fing before us without producing any ade-
qmte'effe& upon our condudt,

In no country of Europe is better iron to
be met with than Ireland may produce for
all the common purpofes to which this metal
is applicable but this, like many other ad-
vantages placed by nature within our reach,
we have, till very lately, fuffered to lie unim-
proved. For our backwardnefs here, how-
ever, it muft be conféfled we can offer a
better excufe than in almoft any other in-
ftance.  'When in former days Ireland abound-
ed in timber, as it is incontrovertible from a
thoufand proofs that fhe once did, iron was
made here in confiderable quantities ; but

fince
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fince that article of eflential importance ta
the manufadture failed, through our wafteful.
nefs and negle&t of it, combined perhaps' with
other caufes, the manufature itfelf has" fals
len to ‘decay. But tho’ the fearcity of timber
may be alledged as a reafon why ‘we have
done f{o little in the making of malleable iron,
it will not exculpate us for our neglect of the
other branches of the manufadture, for which
we are at leaft as well qualified as our nelgh-
bours, if we do not poflefs peculiar advan.
tages,

But before we confider what advantages we
poflefs for the manufidture of caft iron, or
that of bar iron imported, it is proper to fee
how far it may be practicable to profecute
that other lucrative branch, the making of

malleable 1iron from the ore.

Iron ore is found in feveral parts of Tre-
land, of the:beft quality, and in a degree of
plenty - which would not be exhaufied for cen-
turies by .the moft extenfive manufadture. For
working this ore, 7. e. for extracting from it

malleable
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inalleable iron, the fuel generally ufed is char- .
coal, and it is aflerted, that no other fpecies
can be fubffituted in its ftcad. The fearcity of
timber in Ireland rendering a cheap fupply
of this article unattainable, has locked  up
from us, in the bofom of our own country,
thofe inexhauftible fources of wealth.” Had
we been provident in keeping up a growth
of that timber which is indigenous in our
mountains, we would not mow  be Iabouring
under: this moft mifchievous fpecies of pover-
ty—a poverty of neceffary materials for pur-
fuing one of the moft luerative and neceffary
manufaures; and  if that fpirit of
patriotifm really exifted, whichfo many of our
landed men profefs, it would be eafy in the
courfe of half a century perhaps finally to
remove it. ~The" advantages indeed which
would accrue from attention to the growth of
timber are incalculable. Even were thofe ad-
vantages limited to this particular manufac-
ture, they would deferve the moft fedulous
caré and warmeft encouragement of the legif-
lattire 3 but if the equally important advan-
tages that would accrue to other branch-

€s,
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¢, and particularly to that, which, were it
properly cherithed, would be fo rich e
fource of benefit to Ireland—the tanning
trade, by .furnifhing' it with a fupply . of
‘bark, of which at prefent we feel the
mifchievous confequences of a deficiency—
if thefe, 1 fay, be taken into the account, it
muft appear a moft unworthy and felfith fpi-
rit indeed, which can neglect to improve an
opportunity of doing fo much good to that
country, of whofe interefts we talk fo much
and for which we do fo little.

But, without expecting facrifices to pofte-
rity, it is not certain that this trade, even in
our prefent circumftances, may not be carried
to very confiderable extent. In England it has
been found that coak, 7. e. pit coal, burned to
a certain degree, may be fubfiituted in many
cafes with fuccefs for charcoal ; and experi-
inents have been made with peat or turf, in
which Ireland is fo abundant, which prove, it
is faid, that this fuel anfwers nearly as well
as charcoal for the fining of iron. Of coak
the ufe has become in England very exten-

five,
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five, and it is to the adoption of it fhe partly
owes her extended manufacture. It muft be
acknowledged, however, that its merit, as a
{ubftitute for charcoal, is not uncontradicted.
It has been faid, that the iron made with it
is much inferior to that made with charcoal,
and refembles that kind which the workmen
call red fhort iron, and of which the defects are,
that it flies under the hammer like pot-metal,
and in working lofes nearly one-third of its
weight. It is highly probable, that thefe qua-
lities in the iron made by coak are attribut-
able, in-part at leaft, to other caufes. It 1s
certain they may be produced by an injudi-
cious application of the fire to the iron in
working it, with whatfoever kind of fuel the
iron may have been made—Byan injudicious
application of the fire is meant, a mifdirection
of the blaft, by which the very fame degree
of heat, that, properly applied, would have
only heated the iron, will as the workmen

fay, burn it, 7. e. run it to a cinder.

But, whatever may be the defects of this

mode, it is certain that Ireland might adopt
it
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it with at leaft as much fuccefs as Englaxjd,"
were fhe not again nonplufed either by her
negligence, or her poverty in working her coal
mines—By her negle of thofe all her capaci-
ties in the iron trade are nmarrowed : nor does
the mifchief end here; it extends, as we fhall
fee in the proper place, to the glafs manufac-
ture alfo, and while it thus tends to circum-
feribe the powers of the country for profe-
cuting thofe profitable fubjects for induftry,
it ‘renders her people dependant on another
nation for a prime neceflary “of life, fuel for
common ufe; the article of coals being-among
the moft extenfive and coftly of her imports.
Want of capital is charged with thus keeping
our coal mines unwrought, and of courfe li-
miting our iron - and glafs manufaétures. Part
of theevil is certainly attributable to this caufc,
but, moit certaizﬂy, the inertnefs of the men
who poffefs what capital we have is alfo in
fault. Perhaps the enquiry, if carried a little
farther, might be apt to attach fome part of
the blame alfo on that fpirit of jobbing, - by
which, for fo many years, the redundance: of -
the Irifh treafury was lavithed in futile and

abortive -



abortive projeéts, until the public mind be-
came’ fo difgufted with works carried on, or
aided by public -grants, that at length no aid
~could be obtained for the moft laudable and
neceffary undertakings. Hence, the collieries
of Dfumglhfs continue ufelefs to Ireland though
fituated at the end of a navigable canal com-
municating with the fea, and though they had
been for fome time wrought with fuccefs by an in-
dividual who failed only for -m:lail_t of avery little
affiftance to carry him on—(See Young’s Tour).

If the Irith collieries were worked, it is
probable they would afford us better means
- of fucceeding “in the iron making than Eng-
land poflefles, for the Irith coals appear bet-
ter fitted to make a fubftitute for charcoal than
Englith or Scoteh. They are more foft and
light, and therefore likely to make better
coak, and of ‘coﬁrfc produce better iron.* But,

Q granting
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* The opinions of thofe who hold it poffible to make
good ‘irom with coak properly managed, derive ftrength
from an. item in the philofophical tranfactions of the
Leipfic . Society, [fee vol. 2. De Re Ruftica] by which
we are informed, that a kind of pit coal has been found
‘in Saxony which fucceeds in making malleable iron from
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granting that we fhould not fucceed in this ufe
of coal better than our neighbours, yet asthey
have thriven by it, would it not be worth
the while of Ireland to try the exper'iment?
If the iron made by it be brittle, yet there
are purpofes for which this quality may be
no difadvantage. At all events we find, that,
in defpight of it, the Englith make annually
10,000 ton more than they did a very few
years back ; and it is not confidered as an
extravagant hope, that, if no check to the
manufature occur, in the courfe of a few
years more, fhe willy by means of this im-
provement, the faving of fteam engines, &c.
be able to fupply the empire with this nccef-
fary article, and thus keep at home above
600,000l. per annum which is now fent abroad
for it, exclufive of freight, and other incidental
charges.

The

the ore as well as the beft charcoal. It has been ob-
ferved, however, in working with this coal, that if the
heat be augmented beyond a certain degree the defign
is fruftrated. It is not improbable that this ceal is of
the lighter kind, like that of Ireland, and that it is
fome f{uch mifmanagement as this account alludes to
which makes coal-fuel in the bufinefs fo feldom fucceed.
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The value of this branch of manufadure
may be eafily calculated from confidering the
prefent import of pig and bar iron. On an
average of the laft five years, it appears that
the annual import wds 229,566 cwt. whichat
241. per ton, the average price, amounts to
2%73,072]. Such would be the fum faved to the
nation by the fuccefs of this manufacture :
fo much would be extracted from the fimple
- indufiry of thofe employed in it, |

It is matter of pleafure to obferve, that not-
*hitanding the complaint of want of capital,
.d want of enterprife in the people of Ire-
land, one company at leaft, the Arigna com-
pany, has engaged in this and the other
branches of the iron manufacture, with a fpi-
rit which does them *honour, and a capital,
which, with proper management, will, no doubt,
fecure fuccefs. They have already made fome
progrefs, and it is faid, have fucceeded equal
to their beft. expectations—perhaps no attempt
was ever made in Ireland that better merits
fupport, or is more worthy of emulation.

~ Mf it is neither to be hoped, that public
fpirit. will aim at raifing timber—the beft ma-

Q.2 terial
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terial for carrying on this valuable manufac-
ture—nor try the next befi mode of making
iron, 7. e. by coak, at leaft it might be “ex-
pected we fhould beftir ourfelves in the other
parts of this trade, which are ftill more ob-
vioufly within our power, that of caft iron—
or the working up of foreign iron impdrted.
The canals which have been made, hitherto
to fo little purpofe compared with their ex-
pence, and the numerous rivers with which
our country is interfecled, afford admirable
conveniences for thefe branches. The Arigna
company have entered deeply into that of caft
iron, and feveral individuals are now carry-
ing it on in a manner which amply rewards
their enterprize. He who was lately the prin-
cipal perfon in this trade, but now retired, is
fuppofed, on a capital of 6oocl. (a trifling one
indeed, compared with what might be engaged
in the bufinefs) to have made 3oogl. per an-
num. - Inftances indeed are not rare, of men
engaging in this bufinefs on very {mall capi-

tal, and retiring after a few years in affiuence.

To enable Ireland to make this a growing
and important manufaéture, it is only necel-
| fary
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fary that fhe have a fufficient quantity of ore,
or pig iron and coals, (for with relpect to
capital, it certainly does not require a great-

" er one than the country already pofleffes,

could fhe be perfuaded to employ a part of
it in this way) and a certain and profitable
market for the goods. With refpect to coals,
it has been already obferved, that we abound
in mines, could we be brought, or enabled,
to work them. But without expecting that we
fhall  immediately acquire fpirit or wealth
enough for this undertaking, it is worth re-
fleGtion, that in many parts of this kingdom,
we may have Britifh «coals as cheap as they
are had in London, where there are feveral
extenfive works of this kind. Ore alfo we
have in great abundance, and if we will not
or cannot work the mines which “contain it,
we have equal opportunities with Great Bri-
tain to imports With regard to a market, ‘it
is that manufucture of all others of which we
may be moft fure to have the fupplying of the
honfé-ifi&*i‘ket—-many of the principal articles of
caft ‘metal ‘are fuch as muft be fitted to pat-
terns—inftance, mill-work—and therefore can-

not
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not be well imported : befides, in fearcely any are
ticle of caft iron, does Great Britain confiderably
underfell us. In pots, and veffels of that kind,
the Englith manufacture indeed is faid to come
cheaper than that of Ireland, but the * reafon
is, becaufe in the Irith manufadure they ufe
larger molds, by which, - in any “given veffel
of equal fize with an Englith one, the coft is
greater, as it weighs more, »and" it is  fold
by weight. * But thisis an error, which, ‘when
the manufacture extends, will ‘eafily be reme-
died At prefent even this dlfadwantage does
not impede the manufadure, for all that is
made finds a prompt.market, and were even
twenty-fold more ‘made, it would find 2
vent equally certain and fpeedy.

The next branch is the manufaéture of fe-
reign bar iron, and of this, the extreme im-
portance may be efiimated by this fact, that
on an average of all the ordinary articles on-
ly, there is added by the manufadure to the
firft value of the materials, above one hun-

dred and fifty per cent.  Lord Sheffield makes
the profit of manufadturing to the coft of the

materials
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materials, as 28l. to 1ol. which is greater than

the ratio here given, but his calculation was
made fixteen years back, within which time the
material has rifen confiderably, perhaps more
than in proportion to the rife on the manu-
factured goods. Reckoning then the confump-
tion of Ireland, at 6,518 ton (and-it will be
found, on the average of any five years, fince
the year 1770, that the import"ed iron, and
iron ware, does not amount to lefs) and ra-
ting this iron at 24l. per ton, the prefent
price, it will be found that the profit of the
manufacture for one year, would not be lefs
than 234,648l.

But it would not .be extravagant to hope,
that if proper attention were paid to this ma-
nufacture, it might be carried much farther
than a mere fupply of the Trith market.
Could we open our coal mines, or could we
contrive means even to fecure an equable and
'adequam;;_fupply of coals from Great Britain,
for ;wh;eh nothing is wanted, but a little fore-
fight on our part, there would remain fearce-
ly any obftacle in our way, in carrying this

-

manufacéture
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manufacture far beyond the mere fupply of
_home confumption. Ths canals which .are

opened, and opening, in various parts of the
country, afford the moft eligible modes. of
carriage for manufactures, and the neceflaries
for them. Some difliculties, indeed, themanu-
fatture ‘does labour under at prefent, from want
of fkill in the workman, and the high price
of labour, but both thefe, difficulties would
become lefs, if men of wealth, or rich com-
panies, engaged in the bufinefs. “To give an
inftance of thefe inconveniencies, we do not
at prefent, in the common article of fire-
irons, fupply our own confumption, principal-
ly, becaufe the poverty of the men concerned
in the trade, will not permit them to employ
a number of men on thofe articles alone.
The confequenece is, that they are never able
to arrive at that facility and fkill in this branch
of the manufadture, which the Britith work- .
man has attained, and being lefs ready, they
muft neceflarily charge more for their labour
on any given article. But let a company
with extenfive capital, fet on foot a, manufac-
tory for fire-irons only, the workmen, will, in
' a fhort



fhort t‘ixjne, when employed each in only one
operation, become fo expert, that they will pro-
~duce probably twice as much werk ina given
time as they do at prefent, when they are
fent by their employers from light to heavy,

and from heavy to light alternately.

But there are other branches of this trade
which require lefs fkill, and .therefore it thould
feem, we might, by a little .exertion, extend
our manufatture, in thofe inftances, confider-
| ably. Such, for inftance, is ‘the Alitting and
rolling trade. There are 'mot more than five
mills for thefe pu.rqug:s.--«in Ireland, although
‘the confumption would probably fupply bufi-
nefs for twenty. ‘Tt.muft be confefled, how-
ever, that thefe are the leaft valuable branches
of the trade, and therefore not equally well
worth attending to as the finer branches ; yet
fome attention they deferve which they have
not yet reccived.

The refult on the whole of this article is,
that Ireland, poflefling iron and coal mines,
canals, and navigable rivers, is well calcu-

lated
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lated for carrying on the iron manufaéture,

7. e. the making of iron to a greater extent,
could fhe rear a greater quantity of timber;
and that, even in her prefent circumitances,
fhe is able, with proper exertions, to keep at
home much of thofe large fums which fhe
now annually fends abroad for iron j—that how-
ever fhe may fucceed in the making of mal-
leable iron, there is no natural' impediment
whatever to prevent her from carrying on ex-
tenfively the caft iron trade, from which in-
dividuals, and the country, might derive im-
menfe benefit ; and thaty befides this, fhe
might, by attending to the manufadure of im-
ported bar iron, “fave the fums which are
now  given to more induftrious nations for
iron manufacture. Nor would it be extrava-
gant to hope, if the manufadture were attended
to, and confiderable capitals engaged in it, to
dertve profit from an export trade in iron ma-
nufaGture.

* In-obferving on this article it is impoflible
nat to feel wonder why Ireland has been fo
ucgligent of an article fo eflential in this and

other
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other manufatures as timber. Had fhe been
a champaign country highly cultivated, fhe

would naturally difcourage timber as a lels
profitable mode of occupying the ground, and
as detrimental to agriculture. But, poflefling
as fhe does very confiderable ridges of hills,
which are fearcely applicable to any other ufe
than the growth of timber, and which'for oaks
efpecially, are admirably calculated ; having,
" too, ‘as yet by no means co-extended her agri-
culture with her plains,. there can be no
good reafon affigned for her neglect of wood,
unlefs it be that her landed men have adopted
as a rule of conduét the chilling principle,
that pofterity is.nothing to us,  we are every
thing to pofterity, and have, therefore, - been
unwilling either to devote time, or to venturc
money in order to fecure advantages not to be en-
joyed, but at the diftance of half a century-
W P ‘

It fhould be remembered, however, that hc
who plants will not, in all cafes, by the thort-
nefs of life, be prevented from deriving bene-
fit*from his labours. Underwood, in many in-

,ﬁances, will go far to remunperate him for
,' : ' llb_
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his expence and trouble. Some timber may be
produced within a fpace of feven years from
the planting ; and  in almoft all cafes if/the
planter be a young man, it is not improbable
but his old age may be folaced by the Ila-
bours of his youth. But even if Le fhould
not, furely to fee his hills covered with grow-
ing wealth at once ornamental to his eftate,
and promifing future benefit'to his country—
to enjoy the honourable diftin&ion of being a
benefaltor to pofterity from the moft difin-
terefted motives, are confiderations, which, as
they cannot influence a fordid mind, fhould
by fo much the more be fironger motives aof
altion to men of minds truly liberal, whofe
heads can comprehend, and hearts feel fome-
thing beyond prefent intereft.

Under the head of Iron manufaGure jt was
forgot to “mention the manufa&ure of japan-
ved ware. The confumption of this deferip-
tion of godds is very extenfive, and the ‘ma-
nufaCture perfeétly within the reach of Ire. -

land, yet from fome unaccountable overfight

of our manufadurers, little or none of thofe

goceds




goods are made in this country. Ttwere much
to be withed that their attention could be di-
rected to a branch by which fo much might
be faved to the kingdom which is now fent
to Birmingham and Sheffield, and from which
_very confiderable profit would refult to the
- manufacturers themfelves—A new faurce of
employment to thofe among our artizans who are

induftrioufly inclined, is an obj:e& of ferious

importance, #

SECTION




SECTION IX. s

-

Of the GLass MANUFACTORY.

Flint Glafs is among the moft thriving Mmugﬁzrffum
of Ircland—yet not commenfurate to ot Home-cop.
Sumption—I¥e underfell Great Britainy the we
Import much of the Materials, SeomThe Mani-
Jacture capable of betng  profecuted to a much
greater extent—IVhy it is ot extended—Crown
and Bortle Glafs Ilofs extenfively carried Onm—
Conclufion,

THTS 15 to be reckoned among the manu.
faCtures which® Ireland has cultivated with
moft fuccefs within a few years. It is not
very long fince almoft all our fine flint glafs
ware was imported from England ; at prefent
we are able not only to fupply our own con-
fumption, but to export very confiderable
quantities to America, and elfewhere. I fay
we are able to fupply our own confumption,
becaule vin fa&t we reaily do not do fo; much

of
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of the glafs ware confumed in Ireland is im-

ported, for our houfes find the fupply of the
American market fo much more lucrative,
and have fo much of that trade that they
think lightly of fupplying the home confump-
tion. The houfes in this city which are in
the American trade have generally orders from
New York fufficient to occupy them entirely
for two years.

On enquiring into the circumftances of this
manufacture one is furprized to learn, thatthe
principal "materials of it are imported from
England though we are able to underfell the
Britith manufacturer ; and this furprize is en-
creafed at finding ‘mot only that the materials
are imported, but that the rate of wages in
this manufadture is confiderably higher here
than in England ; yet this is the cafe. The clay
of which the pots are made, in which the
metal of the flint glafs is run, is entirely Eng-
lith, and the fand which, mixed with red
lead,;;is now ufed as a fubftitute for flint is
raken  principally from the Ifle of Wight, and
yet Irifh glafs comes at leaft ten per cent.

cheaper
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cheaper than Britith. It is to the bad po-
licy of encumbering and embarrafling the ma-
nufacture in its procefs with duties and reve-
nue-regulations from which the Irith manu-
facture is happily free,* that this higher price
of their glafs muft be owing ; and powerfully
mifchievous muft thefe embarrafiments be,
when they are able to counteraét the benefi-
cial effeCts of cheap labour, great fkill, and

great capital. |
Though the demand for flint glafs would
furnifh ample employment for twenty houfes,
it is vexatious to obferve, that at prefent only
five exift in Ireland—two in Dublin, two in
Belfaft, and one in Waterford. To what can
it be owing that fuch opportunities of mak-
ing wealth are fuffered to lie unimproved ?
It 1s attributed to want of capital, but when
1t is confidered that four or five thoufand pounds
would fuffice for carrying on this bufinefs in fuch
a way as to make it profitable, including a glafs
| houfe ;

* Daties have been impofed on it fince the wiiting of
this.
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" houfe ; furely this excufe cannot be confidered
valid. Tt 'is perhaps more likely that the
advantages and facility of the manufature
are mnot generally known, and that there’
is too great a difinclination among  our
people to enterprize in manufacture and trade.
Though we have hitherto gone on moft fuc-
cefsfully in this branch, it is certain that if Ire-
land made the moft of her advantages, fhe
might carry it on with ftill more fuccefs and -
profit. Were the coal mines wrought, it 1s
the general opinion of thofe concerned in the
manufature, that clay for glafs pots might be
found in abundance in Ireland, as it is inthe
vicinity of coal mines ‘that this fpecies of tena-
cious clay is always met with. In themfelves,
too, coals are eflential to the manufature, as
there 1s none in which more fuel is confumed.
With refpect to fand, if fufficient care were
taken to explore our fhores, it is hardly
pofiible but that much might be found fit for
the manufacture. It is confefled, that as yet
little pains have been taken to make the ne-
ceflary refearches. In crown glafs we are far

from being as extenfive or as fuccefsful as in
| R the
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the flint glafs manufacture. In the manufac-

ture of common bottles we have no reafon to

complain either of our execution, or the de-
mand. The fand which is employed in this
manufaGure is had at home, The Dublin

bottle glafs houfes take theirs from the North

Bull.

On the whole, this manufaCture may be
pointed out as one of thofe which beft feem
to merit our attention; at - prefent it would
afford employment to infinitely more hands
than are engaged in it; and improved and im-
proving as it 1is, an attention to procure
for it mnative materials, which undoubtedly
we poffefs 1if we  could be perfuaded to
look for them, would raife it far above its
prefent level.

SECTION
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SECTION X,
Of the PorTERY.

This Manufacture ' fearcely exifts” in ' Ireland—
Profperity of " in England owing to ‘the exer-
tions .of one Man—England enjoys o excﬂ:/z'w
advantages for it—The principal Material of the
W edgwood W are not foynd where the Manufacture
15 carried on, | |

IF there exift any manufacture of this kind
beyond that of a few coarfe tiles, and fll
coarfer earthen ware, it is fo trivial as to de-
ferve no notice.. The pottery of England em-
ploys many thoufand perfons, and owes its
prefent improved and extended ' ftate to the
induftry, tafte .a_nd adventure of an indivi-
dual—Mr. Wedgewood, He has converted the
leaft - valuable materials of Hhis country into
goods of fuch extreme elegance as has pro-
cured for them a charadter in every nation of
Europe, if not in every quarter of the world,
‘ R 2 Yet
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Yet Mr. Wedgwood enjoyed no advantages
from the government of his country in effa- |
blithing or profecuting this manufacture; on
the contrary, it is the opinion of Lord Shef-
field, that it has been more than any other
manufature clogged with imports and pro-
hibitions. An Irithman cannot but blufh for
the indolence of his country, when he re-
flects on the exertions and fuccefsful labours
of this man. What advantages had he, or has
his country, for this manufacture which can
adequately account for their exclufive poflef-
fion of this manufacture ?—moft certainly none ;
and had Ireland a man like Wedgewood, the,
too, might have ~her fhare in this moft
ufeful and lucrative manufadture. Every
country in Europe, indeed, but Ireland has
imitated the pottery ware of England, yet,
fome years back it was prophefied by Eng-
lithmen that Ireland, of all the countries in
Europe, would fooneft and with moft fuccefs
begin the competition.

It deferves to be remembered on the fub-

ject of pottery, that none. of the materials of
| which
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which the Wedgwood ware is made are found
in Staffordfhire except the clay of which the
moulds are made ; the clay for the ware it-
fclf is brought from Devonfhire, and the flint
which is mixed with it, from Derbyfhire.
The great advantage which the manufacture
enjoys then is-in fuel, which, no doubt, isan
effential one; but Ireland, too, has fuel (it
has been often repeated, and often muft be
repeated, when the fubject is the manufacture
of Ireland) if fhe would ufe it; Kilkenny, for
inftance, might be made the Staffordfhire of
Ireland.

SECTION
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Of the Provision TRADE.
. . |

This trade is important to drclandy but ought not
to be put in competition -either with Tillage  or
Manufaétures—and w/tyf—Difadwntage& of it in
a | National View—Salty a raw Materidl of the
Provifion. Tradéy is principally a foreign Avticle—e
The Demand. in this trade, 100y is unfbeady 1o a great
digrees. It requires great Capital and produces w{y
JSmall profit—The Export of - Live Cattle the moft ine
jurious Branch of this Tradey has lately encreqfedes
In the prefent  Circumfances of the Cozmtiy, ..
however, the Provifion Trade cannot Jafely  be
reflrained but in proportwn to the previous gd-
Vancement of ' Tillage aud Manufaityre— Hogs,
the rearing of them zzdwntageom-r—[fﬁanm of
Induftry  and gaod Management in the Provifion
Trade—Lofs refulting from the Export of the
Hides raw—Obfervations on Salt—Neceffity  of
Encouraging the making of it, &.

IN treating of manufattures the provifion
trade muft not be forgotten, for, though lefs

obvioufly,
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obvioufly, it is a manufatture as much as the
making of ftockings, or the weaving of cloth.
When Ireland ceafed to be a manufadturing
country in other refpects, the provifion trade
begart to be confidered as her ftaple in the
want of other manufaétures, and = in the
wretched ftate of her tillage it was the  only
fource of induftry, though a miferable one in-
deed, which remained to her. Evenin the pre-
fent improved ftate of Ireland, with her til-
lage much extended, and manufactures of
various kinds arifing in different parts of the
kingdom, the provifion trade is an object of
much importance, for neither her tillage nor
her manufatures are yet able to afford full
employment to her people; but to put it in
competition either with tillage or manufac-
‘tures would bé injudicious in a high degree ;
nor can it be purfued beyond certain limits
without c¢oming into competition with them,
for feveral reafons.

In the firft place tillage employs a much
greater number of ‘hands than the provifion
t}'ade can do, allowing tlie greateft number
poflible for the curing, flaughtering, &c. it

‘ adds
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ddds more alfo to the mnational capital by
employing a greater portion of productive la-
- bour: but with the advancement of tillage, an
encreafe of the provifion trade feems to be in-
compatible, for the grounds which are occu-
pied in grazing black cattle, are fo much ta-
ken out of tillage. |

In the fecond place, the rearing of black
cattle obfiructs manufactures in the fame pro-
portion as it does tillage ; for we have alrea-
dy feen, that manufactures profper in propor-
tion to the agriculture of the country, agri-
culture encreafing population, and a full po-
pulation affording the beft market for manu-
fattures.

But the provifion trade is liable to other
objections, without confidering it as oppofed to
other manufactures, or to tillage. Of the pro-
vifion trade, one of the moft eflential mate-
rials is falt; an article which Ireland has not
of her own; in fufficient quantities, to anfwer
an extenfive trade in provifion. It therefore
lies under the fame difadvantage as thofe ma-
nufaltures of which the raw material is fo-

Teign,
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reign, and of which we may not always have
a certain fupply. It would be eafy to recolleét
how often the legiflative deliberations of Ire-
land havebeen held in fufpence, while parliament-
ary wifdom was occupied in .weighing the pro-
babilities whether a given meafure would,
if adopted, endanger our fupply of this irapor-
tant article, and dwelling on the neceflity of
prudent caution, in a point which affeCted the
exifience of the fecond manufacture of the
country.  How unhappy is it that a ma-
nufadture, the profperity, if not the exiftence
of which depends on the forbearance or ca-
price of = other countries, fhould be of fuch
vital' confequence to us ; and how injudicious
would it be in Ireland to make it of fiill
greater moment, by extending it farther, in
preference to other modes of indufiry ?

The prqviﬁon'trade is faid to be difadvan-
tageous . in another refpect; it is unfieady.
The demand in war time, and in peace, dif-
fers very widely, of which the confequence 1s,
that of thofe who are employed when the demand

is brifk, many are deprived of employment and
left
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left a prey to poverty and difcontent, when
peace fcatters plenty ‘and content through-the
reft of the community., A noble writer-on
the manufadtures and trade of Ireland, “has
denied this fact, and in proof of his allega-
tion, that the trade was not diminifhed in
peace or encreafed in war, he has gi\fén an
abfiraét of the exports of provifion, for five
years of peace, and five of war,. by which it
appears, that the peace export exceeded the ex-
port in war. There is the beft reafon how-
ever to believe that his arguments are incon-
k\cluﬁve, and his do@rine falfe; for in thofe
returns, the provifions taken by the army and
flects are not included, and undoubtedly thefe
are they which make the variation. He fays,
indeed, (but we know not whence he had
his auathority) that the export to the fleets was
not very confiderable; but in this point he
has probably been miftaken, as the géneral
opinion of thofe converfant in the trade is
directly againft him.

Among'the great impediménts that obftruct
Ireiand in manufattures and commerce, it is

frequently
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frequently faid, that the greateft is her want
of capital, and that, therefore, thofe manufac-
tures which require leaft capital are clearly
the moft eligible. The provifion trade cannot
be ranked among thofe. Grazing requires a
very extenfive itock, and produces very finall
profits. According to Mr. Young, the profits
are not more than the legal interéft of mo-
ney, exclufive of the rifk of lofs, and bad
markets. Such a trade then; fwallowing up
much of the capital of a poor country, pro-
ducing little, and employing few, can fearcely
be faid to be fitted for: Ireland. It tends to
deprefs the exertions of the country, by turn-
ing its wealth into an unprofitable channel,
banithing induftry and intelligence from the
land, and.f'.lpporting, without effort or ad-
venture, a raece of ufelefs men, who, in pro-
portion to their wealth, depopulate the coun-
try, and become more wealthy -as the coun-
try is more depopulated.

If the provifion trade in its beft fiate feems
thus to be injurious, or at lealt but little be-
neficial, compared with agriculture and manu-

factures,
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faCturés, what muft it be when it exifts firip-
ped of the few recommendations which it de-
rives from the labour of curing and thofe
other operations which are reﬁluired in faving
the produce of cattle? It is certainly of all
modes of occupying capital the worfi: vet fuch
is the trade which has for fome years been
growing in Ireland, and is at prefent mifchie-
voully extenfive—the exportation of live - cat-
tle.  When a bullock is flaughtered in Ire-
land, the falting, packing, cooperage, and por-
terage, afford employment at leaft to a few;
the leaft valuable parts of the fleth, give a
cheap fupply of meat to the poor, and the
hide affords materials for a valuable and im-
portant manufalture. But when live ftock is
exported, all thofe advantages are transferred
to that country in which they are flaughtered ;
all the benefit derived to Ireland is, that two
or three herdfmen have been fupported on
two or three hundred acres, and that a large
capital ~ has been employed to very little
purpofe, which might have given labour and
comfort to thoufands in ufeful manufactures,

or been fuccefsfully employed in the produc-

tive
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tive labours of agriculture. The magnitude
of this evil may be judged of from the average
export of bullocks and cows for the luft three
years, which ic no lefs than 10,877 head.

That the provifion trade, then, however
well fitted Ireland may be to rcar cattle, and
however fure fhe may be of a market, ought
not to be encouraged beyond ceitain limits,
feems to be fufficiently clear, Tt may not be
equally eafy to afcertain where thofe limits
lie. Were the queftion to be confidered in
the abftralt it might be faid, that this trade
ought to be profecuted only fo far as it was
coﬁne&qd with agriculture, that is only fo far
as the rearing and fattening of cattle was the
neceflary refult of tillage, Bat, circumftanced
as Ireland at prefent is with refpect to the
provifion trade, it could not with fufety be
reduced fuddenly within this narrow compalfs.
i is now one of the principal objelts of
cxpo.rt,_'z;pd forms almoift the whole of the
commerce of the fecond city in the kingdom.
It would not be wife to diffolve this tie by'
whi_ch we are connefted in commerce with

other
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other countries until, by the growth of our
manufactures we fhall have formed others ;
and though the provifion trade furnifthes em-
ploy but to few in proportion to the capital
and extent of country it occupies, yet until
we have acQuiyed means. of more genera:l and
certain occupation for our pobw, it would be
impolitic to contract or .ﬂoP 'up even this fource
ot induftry,

The obfervations we have hitherto made
apply principally to that part of the trade
which depends on black cattle, There is an-
other branch of it which feems not only to
be unexceptionable, but to deferve every en-
couragement, namely, the pork and bacon
trade. Hogs, as they are reared in Ireland,
on the refufe of the peafant’s food, may be
confidered as fo much produced by the -care
and induftry of the owner. They forma com-
fortable fupplement to his feanty earnings, and
in doing fo are in effeta premium for agri-
culture ; for the more the peafant derives from
the hogs which he rears, the lefs will he need
%0 receive for his labours in the field, In
| | either
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either point of view, therefore, whether the
promotion of agriculture, or the comfort of
the peafant be confidered, this branch of the
provifion trade deferves to be cherifhed.

It affords pleafure to obferve, that whatever
may be the tendency of this trade, whether
it be fuch as ought to be difcouraged becaufe
it obftructs tillage ; or cherithed bLecaufe its
returns are large, and at prefent eilentjal to
the commercial weal of Ireland, we profecute
it, in fome inftances at leaft, in fuch a man-
ner as to make it as profitable as may be,
In Cork, the city moft «deeply engaged in
the export of provifions, every part of the
beaft is made the moft of. Sometimes the
belly is faved and barrelled, and even thofe
parts  that are apparently worthlefs are cured
and exported, 1t were well we could fay
‘with equal truth, that we are as careful to
avail ourfelves of the advantages which might
be derived from the manufacture of the hides,
but, here indeed, we are greatly deficient—of
thefe‘.a very great proportion are exported
vaw, by which we lofe the benefits that would

‘ refult
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refult from the tannage, and the many fubfe.
quent operations of the manufaCture of lea.
ther. The magnitude of this lofs cannot ea-
fily be afcertained, as the Quantity entered
for export, 1t is believed on good grounds,
falls greatly fhort, {particularly in calves fkins)
of the quantity actually exported,

If the provifion trade be one which Ire.
land muft profecute, the firft obje& fhould be
to fecure a fupply of good falt on reafonable
terms. Were it poflible to procure a fuffi-
cient flock of native falt, a great object in-
deed would be attained, It feems as if
fufficient attention had not been paid to this
{ubject. Not only the provifion trade, but the
fitheries, an object of equal, if not more im-
portance, {uffer from their dependence on fo-
reigners for this article, and ‘it is Impofiible
to forefee 'to what extent this mifehief may
run. It has been frequently known that falt
for the herring fithery has coft at the rate of
10l 108, per ton, which is 7l. 10s. above the
average price of that article. It deferves to
be very ferioufly confidered, whether it would

be
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be practicable by public encouragement, or
other means, to extend falt xﬁaking in Ireland
till it fhould be in fome degree proportioned
to the confumption,

Hitherto, Irifh-made falt has lain under dif-
repute. Tt is faid to be weaker than that im-
ported even from Great Britain. This is ¢c-
cafioned by its being lefs boiled, and it is lefs
boiled in Ireland, in confequence of the great-
er fcarcity of fuel. Thus our deficiency in
this one article feems to affect all our prin-
cipal manufactures. A defet of induftry in
one inftance, throws difficulties in the way of
gxertion in every other,

&4 5 SECTION
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SECTION XIL

Of the FISHERIES,

Thefe as well as the Provifion Trade may rank - among
Manufactures—Advantages that refult from. them.
Modes of -éncoumgz'ﬂg them—Salt W orks—Red-
herrings megleced in Ireland—Extent of this Branch

in England, Sc,—Herring Fifhery principally fitted
Jor this Country in its prefent circumfiances,

ANALAGOUS to the provifion trade are in
fome meafure the fitheries, They come under
the head of manufaétures, becaufe to catch and
cure fith is as much an object of art and manual
labour as any aflignable, That the fifheries
deferve much attention from Ireland is obvious
to anv perfon who confiders the immenfe ad-
‘vantages that refult to an ifland fituated like
Ireland from an indufirious and fuccefsful
fithery ; it furnifhes cheap and wholefome pro-
vifions for her poor ;- it affords employment to
large numbers 3 it is one of the moft produdtive
fources of national wealth ; it is the beft nur-
fery of hardy feamen; it gives the firongeft

impulfe
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impﬁlfe to ﬂiip-buﬂding, and by fu-pplying ae
valuable article of export to other countries,
ereates an open by which other manufaltures
may find their way to diftant markets. '

Its importance has been long knownto the
moft intelligent men in Ireland, and to none
more than to that eftimable and refpecied charac-
ter whom Ireland has fo latelv loft, and whofe
memory will ‘to Irifhmen ‘be long dear, the
late W, B. Conyngham. ‘Sagacious in find-
ing out the beft objelts to which the indufiry
of his country might be directed, and fteady
in recommending them by his advice, while
he affified in the profecution of them by his
counfels, his labours, and his purfe, the fifh-
eries of Irelgnd early caught his attention,
and throughout™ his wufeful and adive life,
were a primary obje¢t of his care. His
munificence sin expending a fum of 20,000l
of his private fortune, in addition to an
equal fum obtained by his advice and zeal
from Patliament, for the promotion of the her-

’ ring fithery on the North Coafi, will long
honourably diftinguith his name while the
S 2 fingular

%
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Jfingular fatality which attended his liberal
efforts will remain a monument of the fhort-fight-
ednefs of human policy, and the inefficiency of

/

the beft intentions.

Notwithftanding the advantages which Tre-
land enjoys for profecuting her fitheries, little
has been done in this way. The inhabitants
of our coafts have feen foreigners come to
feek and gather on the fhores of Ireland that
wealth which nature feems to have defigned
for Irifhmen; nor have we profited from this
circumftance, as we might have done, in catch-
ing from thofe adventurers their habits of
perfeverance, indufiry and' neatnefs. We have
not the fame degree of patience in feeking for
fith, by which the Dutch and our nearer
neighbours the Scotch are diftinguifhed ; nor
that accuracy and nicenefs in curing them
when found, by which the former have ob-
tained for their fith fo widely extended a mar-
ket. 'He who would effectually promote the
Irith fithery muft direct the attention of the
people to thofe important points, and there is

no
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no reafon to fear but that they are attainable
by well-guided exertion.

To prove that this object is worth attention
on the part of Ireland, or that there is no
purfuit for which, in any point of view, fhe
feems better fitted, muft be fuperfluous—for
what need of argument to prove that it is
advantageous to a nation to take up and
preferve a valuable article of food and com-
merce which the {fpontaneous bounty of na-
ture throws upon her coafts, or that a nation
is fitted to prolecute a trade which every
neighbour nation crouds to her fhores to partake
in? Itisof more importance to fuggeft means
by which her induftry in this way may be
aflifted, and to do this requires a more mi-
nute knowledge of fifheries than the writer
of this eflay poflefles. There are, however,
fome general topics of advice, which, though
they occur to every man who fits down to
confider for a moment the flate of the Irith
fitheries, yet appear to be forgotten. Among
‘thefe is the providing of a cheap fupply of falt
in thofe places which are moft occupied in

the
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the curing.. This is, as we have already ob-
ferved with regard to the provifion trade, a raw
material in this manufacture, and therefore to
fecure any degree of pernmnent fuccefs in.the
purfuit it is neceflary that this point {bould in
the firfi place be attended to.

Next to an atual encouragement for the
boiling of falt, the trade in that article would
be beft promoted by being as little encumbered
with duty and revenue reguldtions as poffible.
In Scotland the falt for their fithery is much lefs
loaded with thefe than that which is ufed in the

fithery of Ireland.. The fuperiority of Scotland
in fithery has been attributed to this immunity,
and perhaps is rather attributable to that caufe
than to any advantage of fuperior fkill, or indufiry.

Salt works have within a few years rifen along
the north-weftern coafi, but they are far from
being numerous or proportioned to the want.
Were thefe and fidres erecied in fufficient num-
bers, immenfe advantages might be expected.
At prefent while fith is falted in holes dug in the
earth and then covered with the foil, little neat-

nefs or excellence can be expedted in curing.

Befides .
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Befides the eretion of frores, &c. in fugll -
cient numbers, more attention fhould be paid
to enforcing a careful and honeft mode of
curing and making up. There are few ma-
nufactures carried on in Ireland, in which
fome public check of this kihd on the negli-
gence or difhonefly of the individuals, would
not be ufeful. ‘

Ireland has not yet been {fufliciently aiten<
tive to the curing of red herrings. Her neigh-
bours procure from her the means of carry-
ing on this manufacture. The extent of this
branch, fo much negleted by us, may be
judged of from the quantity of fifh carried to
the Liverpool and the Ifle of Man red herring
houfes, in two_yéars, 1780 and 1781. In the
firft year they took from Lough Swilly, the
cargoes of feventy-one veflels, in quantity
39,000 maizes (a maize is soo herrings) for
which they paid at the rate of rod. per hun-
dred, 8,125l. In the fecond year they took
from the fame place the cargoes of one hun-
dred and feventy veflels for their red-herring
houfes ; the quantity was 49,950 maizes, for

| which
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wl_lich they paid 12,4871, 10s.. The {um total
of the two years 88,950 maizes, amounting to
20,6121, 308,

Of the various fifheries, that of herrings
feems to be beft adapted to Ireland. The fith
never totally defert her coaft; they may not
indeed always embay precifely at the fame
time of the year, or exaétly at the fame
place, but on fome part of the coaft they are
at one time or other of the year always to
be found ; and the curing and management of
thefe fith requires lefs fkill. Until Ireland be-
comes more attentive and expert at fifhing in
general, and has a greater eapital to fpread
over a variety of objects, it is right that fhe
fhould confine her exertions principally to this
branch.

SECTION
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8 £46 X 10N XHI

Of the PaAPER MANUFACTURE.

Recommending Circumflances of this Manufaélure—
" Difficulties under which it labours—=Scarcity and’
Dearnefs of Materials—Caufes of it—Monopoli-
zing Jpirit of the Manufacturer—Large Capital
vequired—and confiderable  Experience—Duty on
Imported Paper—Its Effects on the Manufacture
—Conclufion. |

THIS manufadture has to recommend it that
ftrongeft of arguments, that it is a thriving
manufacture, and that its prefent ftate, both as to
the quantity made, and the quality of it, is
much more refpeétable than it was fome years
ago.

No country in the world, perhaps, is better
adapted for the papet manufalture, with ref-
pect to local circumftances, than Ireland. Eve-

ry where one may find water in abundance,
and
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and there is fecarcely a fquare league in the
* kingdom, which does not afford a good mill-
fite. With refpect to labour, we are at leaft
as well off as our neighbours, and we have
among ourfelves a market more than egual to
the confumption of any quantity we are- likely
for a long time to be able to produce. A
manufacture thus circumftanced, feems already
to enjoy very confiderable advantages, and to
deferve every farther aid that can be given
to raile it to that height which it feems capa-
ble of attaining.

Notwithftanding- thefe advantages, however,
the paper manufatture labours under difficul-
ties ‘which greatly deprefs it. We fhall be
forgiven for eutering into them with fome
minutenefs, becaufe they are perhaps not very
generally known, and therefore the ill effeéts
produced by one caufe, are very often wrong-
Iy a-ttributtd;to .anor_,her. It is from this igno-
rance  of the real flate’of the manufaure.
that - fuch a clamour bas been raifed againft
the duty on foreign paper, recently impofed ;
for were the circumftances of the manufadture

generally
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" generally known and duly attended to, the
caufe of thofe complaints which have been
made, with indeed good reafon, would be
found to lie not in the duty, but in the ma-
nagement of the manufature itfelf, and the

condudt, avarice, and monopoly of the manu-
faCturers.

Of the difadvantages, then, under which the
paper manufacture at prefent labours, the prin-
cipal is, the fearcity and dearnefs of the ma-
terial, rags. Of the quantity of this material
neceflary for the manufacture, only a part can
be had at home-=the reft is had, {fome from
Italy, and a greatdeal from the low countries ;
and the exifting circumftances of thofe coun-
tries, and of Europe, eafily account for its be-
ing fcarce and dear. When the war fhall be
terminated, and a proper communication with
the Netherlands be again opened, the manu-
faGture will neceflarily find a more ealy and
cheap fupply. Could our people be imme-
diately taught that ceconomy which can arife
only from habits of flow growth, we might
within ourfelves find materials enough for the

mangufadture
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manufadture. Were every family to preferve
their rags, and like the inhabitants of thofe
countries; to which, in this inftance, we are
obliged to refort, let nothing go to lofs which
might be converted to a ufeful purpofe, the
paper manufadture in Ireland might on @ do-
meftic materials be extended much beyond its
prefent limits. Habits of flovenly negligence,
however, it is painful to reflect, are at prefent
too prevalent, not merely among the lower,
but the middling ranks of fociety in Ireland,
to juftify a hope that we fhall foon fee families
careful to preferve thefe trifles either from ceco-
nomical or public-fpirited motives. Till then
the manufature muft lie under the difadvantage
of trufting to the uncertain and variable fupply
of foreign materials. -

It is not to the war only that the high price
of rags and their fcarcity is attributable. Since
the impofition of the duty on foreign paper, the
demand for Irith paper has very greatly en-
creafed. This encreafed demand has neceflarily
encreafed the demand for the material, and of
courfe has raifed the price of it. This is a na-

tural
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tural and inevitable confequence of a fudden
extenfion of the manufaéture, but it is a con-
fequence which will probably be but of a fhort
duration ; for the high price will naturally
augment the number of thofe engaged ' in ‘the
collection of the materials ; this will bring a
larger flock to market, and the material will
again, probably, finktoits former level, unlefs
we fuppofe that the indufiry and ativity of thofe
people had before been firetched 1o the utmoft
point, and that they were therefore incapable of
further exertion ; a fuppofition which in this
cafe appears by no means natural,

But there are other difadvantages of much
more ferious importance to the profperity of
the manufacture. With the creation of thefe
the manufacturers are charged—Such are the un-
juftifiable means to which ‘it is faid they re-
fort to preferve to themfelves a monopoly of
the manufacture. At prefent there are but
very few engaged in the paper trade, and
thefe generally men of confiderable wealth ; if
a .man lefs wealthy prefumes to enter into com-
petition with thefe, they cruth him by facri-

v- ficing
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ficing a confiderable fum to fhut him out of
the trade—if, for inftance, the poor man bids
for materials, the monopolifts bid ftill higher,
and they continue  to rife in the feale until
they get above the pitch of the ‘poor man’s
capital. ~ As their greater property enables them
to out-bid him in the purchafe of the mate-
rials, fo does it enable them to underfell him
in the manufactured goods, nntil they either
ruin him, or make him quit the bufinefs to
avoid ruin. It is a difadvantage indeed to the
paper manufadture that it requires fuch a ca-
pital as few poor men can embark in it.
This affifts the fcheme of the monopolifts, and
has greatly contributed to keep thé manufac-
ture in its prefent contracted ftate. This dif-
advantage is aggravated by another, namely,
that confiderable fkill and inceffant afliduity is
eflential to carrying on the paper making with
fuccefs ; the perfons employed in the fubordi-
nate parts.of the manufadture are the very
loweft of the people, and have that propenfity
to cunning and fraud by which this .clafs are
unhappily diftinguithed. Hence the firictett at-
tention is neceflary in  dealing with them,

: p while
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while in the higher parts of the manufalture.
the fuperintendance of the workman requires
a very confiderable degree of fkill in the bu-
finefs, Thefe circumftances prevent men of capi-
tal, not converfant in paper-making, from en-
gaging in the bufinefs.

While the manufacture is confined to a few,
the mifchiefs of monopoly muft ever be ex-
pefted. Of this the paper-makers have re.
cently given the ftrongeft proofs—A’confiderable
length of time after the impofition of the
“duty, and after the materials had rif® to their
higheft pitch in confequence of the encreafed
demand ; the working paper makers turned
out, as the phrafe is, for an encreaie of
wages. The mafters kept them out until the
market was completely exhaufted ; they then
agreed to raife the wages agreeably to the de-
mand of the workmen—viz. three fhillings
per week, and, in confequence of this, raifed
paper one fhilling per ream. Now this rife,
calculating the quantity which each workman
is fuppofed to make in a week, was thirty-fix-
fold mére than the oceafion would warraut,

Notwithﬁanding thefe difcouraging circums-
ftances
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flances in the nature of the manufadture
itfelf, and the monopolizing fpirit of thofe
engaged in it, the number of manufac-
turers, it is pleafant to obferve, is encreafing 3
and while the demand for Trifh paper continues
as 1t has done fince the impofition of the late
duty on foreign paper, and the profits of the ma-
nufadture remain as great as they are well known
to be, there cannot be a doubt but more men
of capital will every day be added to the nums
ber.* 'Whatever means would tend to accelerate
this openjng of the manufa@ure by throwing it
into more hands, muft infallibly tend to improve
its quality and lower its price, and of courfe
remove thofe complaints which are at prefent
made with fo much good reafon,

The bookfeller, the printer, and indeed the
public generally, are almoft unanimous in at-
tributing to the duty on foreign paper the en-
creafed price, and, as they call it, the debafed
quality of the home-made paper. We have
already f{een that there are other caufes by which
the firft of thefe may in fome meafure be ac-
‘counted for, and it is very doubtful whether

the

* The duty on home-made paper was net impofed
when this eflay was written.
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the latter at all exifts. A worfe kind of paper
is indeed fold for the former price, but this
only fhews that the prices of paper have rifen—
for certamly paper of any given denomination
is made at leaft as good now as before the duty
was impofed. That the duty, however, has
afforded a pretext to the workman to raife
his wages, and to the mafter manufacturer to
enhance his profits, and that both defcriptions
have availed themfelves to the utmoft of the
opportunity, cannot be denied 3 yet is the
duty by no means the lefs wife, or the lefs
likely to be beneficial in its confequences:
Every duty which goes to protect the home
manufacture in any article muft operate inthe
firft inftance in raifing the pricé of that ma-
nufacture, by encreafing the demand for it.
If it did not operate in this way it muft be
ufelefs—for if the home manufacture could,
without the duty, be brought to market as
cheap and as  good as the foreign, it would
be fuperfluous to protect it by a duty, and if
not, then this duty, by confining in fome de-
gree the confumption to the hoine manufac-
ture; obliges the public to give for it a higher
price than the foreign was fold for.

T ~  But



274

But this inconvénience which immediately
follows the impofition of a proteéting duty is
but temporary, provided the manufadture is
fuch as the country is fitted for. The cer-
tainty of a conftant and profitable market
quickly induces numbers to engage in the
manufacture, and by the emulation of thefe,
by the divifion of labour which always follows
the extenfion of manufalture, and the encreafed
fupply of improved goods produced, the price
is foon reduced to its former ftandard, and in
a fhort titﬁe, by the 0pcfat'ion of thefe caufes,
falls below it. Such, there is every reafonto
hope, will be the event with refpeét to the

manufacture of paper.

The outery raifed againft the duty on ima
ported paper affords the firongeft proof how
inconfiderate and inconfiftent is fometimes a
popular, clamour. = Thofe very men who
are now moft warm and noify in declaiming
againft the paper duty are thofe who, a few
years fince were equally warm and noify in
«alling for protecting duties generally. The
doltrine then was, that when the home mar-

ket
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ket was fecured to uswe muft neceflarily im-
prove in every manufacture, and produce them
cheaper. The wifdom of the legiflature has
now given them a {pecimen of protetting du-
ties in an inftance which affects themfelves
—they revoke their opinion, or modeftly af-
fert, that the only exception to it is that ma-
nufatture by the protection of which they, for
a time, fuffer. This is not the place to fay
whether proteting duties in general be ufeful
or notj but it is obvious, from the experi-
ence which this inftance affords, that the quef-
tion ought to be decided by fomething clle
than the noife of a multitude.

Itis plain, by what has been faid under this head,
that from the progrefs which has already been -
made in the paper manufacture, from the im-
portance ef it to the country, from the pecu-
liar advantages which we enjoy for carrying
it on by the abundance of water and mill-
fites that are to be met with in every part of
the kingdom, it deferves to be made a pri-
mary objet of attention; but that notwiths
ftanding thefe advantages, the manufacture la-
bours under difficulties from the paucity of

T 2 the
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the number engaged init, from the fcarcity of
foreign materials, and the negligence of our
people in faving thofe that are produced at
home ; and that of courfe, whatever degree of
aid it may be thought fit to afford this ma-
nufadture thould be directed to thefe points.

SECTION
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SECTION XIV, a

Of the DisTiLLERY and BREWERY., -

_Di;?illery-—-ddvantages of it—do ot compenfate  for

the Ewils it occafions— Reafons for difcouraging ‘it
w— Brewery—It produces all the Benefits of the
Diftillery, without any of its Dijadvantages—1Im-
portance of it—Ill Effeéts refulting from the Re-
gulations ¢of ity

OF the Difillery fomething has been faid
before, under another head. It is only necef-
fary to fay here, " that however ftrongly this
manufadture (for fuch it is) may be recom-
mended by its furnifhing a market for the
farmer and fo far encouraging tillage, or by
its producing'u revenue and fo far allevia-
ting the burden of taxes which muft fall fome
where 3 thefe recommendations are totally 1n-
adequate to compenfate the immenfity of mif-
chiefs which it creates, by vitiating the mo-
réls of the people, debilitating the bodies and
"~ eneyvating
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enervating the minds of the poorer clafles, in,
troducing habits of idlenefs and a propenfity
to tumult in thole on whofe induftry the
fuccefs of our manufatures depends, and on
whofe fubmiffion to the laws refts the quict of
the country, A manufadture fuch as this,
ought at all events to be difcouraged, for no
evil that can refult from its fuppreflion, can
be equal to thofe which its profperity produ-
ces. The financier who always meafures pub-
lic happinefs by the extent of revenue, may
find arguments to embarrafs the queftion, whe-
ther or not this manufa&ure of poifon fhould
be reftrained >—He may tell us, that the de-
preflion of it fhould be gradual, that many of
the evils that are charged on it are attribu-
table to other caufes, that it may, by proper
regulations, be made a fource of benefit in-
ftead of ruin, and that at all events, without
it the refources of the fiate will fall fhort, and
therefore it is a neceffary ill,  But the
ftatefman, whofe views and underftanding are
not contracted by the habit of attending to
one official object, will fee the fallacy of this
“reafoning ; he will‘ know, that when a difeafe
; has

o
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has taken deep root, and fpread widely thro’
a country, a radical cure cannot be effected
by gentle palliatives; that a manufacture which
goes to fap the morals and induftry of a pa-
tion, muft be productive of "every milchief
which a people fhould fear ; and that whatever
temporary or partial inconveniencies  may.
arife from the depreflion of that manufacture,
they will be compenfated a thoufand-fold by
thofe new refources which will be found in
the encreafed induftry of a fober people.

The brewery has all the advantages which
the diflillery can boaft, unattended by its mif-
chiefs. It is, like the diftillery, connected
with the agriculture of the country, and fur-
nifhes a market for - its produce: it does, or
might employ econfiderable numbers, and its
whole value, except the coft of the imported
hops, is the produce of the labour employed
init. On thofe who confume it, its effeCts are
the contrary of thofe produced by diftilled fpirits ;
inftead of debilitating, it firengthens 3 while it af-
fords-a comfortable and exhilarating beverage
for the workman, which promotes, inftead of

: impeding
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impeding his exertions. - For thefe reafons the
brewery fhould be ranked in the firft clafs of thofe
manufactures to which the - attention of Ireland
fhould be direéted ; and thefe arguments in its fa-
vour derive additional ftrength.from the confi-.
deration, that there is nothing in the eircum-
ftances of the country which difqualifies it
from attaining to eminence in this article, and
that by negleCting judicioufly ‘to cultivate it
no lefs a fum than 120,000L* is annually fent
out of the kingdom.

That much pains ‘have been taken  to
regulate this trade, the friends of it acknow-
ledge and lament: but the refult of = thefe
labours for the promotion of the brewery, has
been its depreflion; as that of thofe for the
depreflion of the diftillery, has been the pro-
motion  of = that deftructive . manufaGure.
To enter into a minute difeuffion of the fyftem
which was adopted, and fo long pertina-
cioufly adhered to with regard to the brew-
ery, would protract this effay beyond all to-
lerable bouﬁds; nor does fuch a difcuflion ap-

pear

* The import for 1793, was 124,423 barrels—for 1794,
76,255 ditto—for 1795, 72,398 ditto.
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pear fo clofely conneéted with our objet, a3
to make it neceffary to attempt it. It fhall -
therefore fuffice to fay, that the experience of
fo many years, fhould long before have con-
vinced thofe who had the fuperintendance of
the Irith brewery, that the prfnciplés on
which it had been managed, were founded
in error; and that, therefore, fome other, per-
haps the direétly oppofite {yfiem, ought to have
been adopted. Inftead of being trammelled in
every operation of his bufinefs, and obliged
to work in every ftep, from the commence-
ment to the conclufion of the procefs, by
A& of Parliament, the brewer fhould have been
left without refiri¢tion in the profecution of the
trade, whatever means might be thought
neceflary for afcertaining the quality, or linﬁit_,-.
jng the price of the liquor produced,

SECTION
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B Ty N XV,
Of TANNAGE.

Promotion  of  the Tanning Trade renders thas of

Provifisn more beneficial—Declining. Sate of it
Caufes of it—High Price and bud Quality of
Bark—The Excife Duty—Euxport of Raw Hides
—The Home-market being focked &31 the Englijh
Tamner—2et thefe dfadvantages da not prove that
this Manufocture is not-one of the beft firted for
Ireloud, for Remedies may be found for - thentme
Hopes entertained of Foréign Bark,

SO long as the provifion trade continues to
be, as it has been called, the fecond ftaple of
the country, the tanning trade will deferve a
very particular regard. If there be any cir-
cumfiance which can make that trade beyond
controverfy a real benefit to Ireland, it muft be
fuch a cultivation of the tannage and leather
manufacture as thall kéep the hides at home till
;_hey have reached the laft ftage of improveﬁ]ent,,
At
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At prefent thefe branches are in rapid decline,
and it will require no little fkill to prevent the

total annihilation of one of them—the tan-

nage.

Tt is not yet twoand twenty years {ince there
were annually exported from Ireland 50,000
tanned hides after the home confumption was
fully fatisfied. From that “periad the export
gradually declined, until on an average of five
years ending March, 1782, it was no more than
12,973. In the year 83 the export was ftill
lefs, it did not ‘exceed 11,500, and from that
year the declenfion has continued, until at pre-
fent there is not a fingle tanned hide exported,
nor are we even able to fupply our own con-
fumption. There are daily importations of
Britith tanned leather, which though at prefent
fmall, will in all probability continue to en- '
creafe. The import of tanned hides in 1792
was gg9s6. It is not eafy perhaps to account
‘truly and fatisfaCtorily for this decline in one
of our moft valuable manufaétures; the caufes
to which it is attributed, however, are eafily
learned, and many of them are at leaft feafis

ble, if not true,
The
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The lofs of the export trade, it is alledged,

has' been occafioned by a gradual rife in the

price of ourtanned leather, and the growth of
tannage in thofe countries to which the ex-
port ufed to take place. Thofe countries are
Italy, and the different ports of the Mediterra-
nean, which took at leaft nine-tenths of the
whole quantity exported. This rife in the

price of leather, which went beyond the ca-

pacity of our cuftomers to purchafe, is’ attri-
buted to two caufes—one, the ‘great demand
for green hides in our market, by the Englith
factors, and which has ‘been fo great, that the
export of raw hides has trebled that of tan-
ned, even when this trade was beft; the fe-
cond 'is the encreafed price, and depraved
quality of Britith bark, which yet, as the tan-
ners fay, is the only kind within their reach,

That thefe cpufes have exifted, is matter
of fa&t—the firfi is proved by the cuftom-
houfe 'returns, which, tho’. they may not be
perfectly accurate’ in  the article of exported
hides, yet are good evidence in this cafe, be-

caufe the error, if any, is but a diminution of

the
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the quantity exported: . The fecond is proved
by the concurrent teftimony of all who have
been converfant in the bark trade—it has
rifen in price from 4l. per ton to its prefent
value of 11l 108.—it has rifen in fact in
a far greater ratio, for at prefent the tanner
is obliged to buy his bark with the outfide,
or ufelefs parts from which it was formerly
freed before fale; the weight of this ufelefs
matter is not lefs than fourteen pounds in the
cwt. on a moderate average, by which the ef-
ficient  part of the bark becomes dearer by
one-elghth which makes the price of a ton of

“ufeful bark from England atthis day 12l. 1gs.

To thefe caufeswhich, at firft view, appear
fuch as muft. neceflarily operate againft the
manufa&ure, another is added, of which per-
haps the mifchievous tendency is not lefs evi-
dent, and that is the excife duty on tanned
leather. - This duty is alledged to be mifchiev-
ous, for this reafon among others, that it is
laid upon an article of which the firft manu-
faGurer cannot raife the price proportionably on
the public, and therefore it is a tax againft

the
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the manufature, and not upon the publics
That this affertion of the tanners’ is true - is
proved beyond controverfy by fadts, one of
which is, that green hides fell at prefent con-
fiderably higher than immediately previous to
the impofition of the duty, and yet the price
of leather is two-pence per pound lefs than it
was at that peried, although neither bark has
fallen, nor is any item of expence in the ma-
nufacture diminithed. Thefe  fads. are indifs:
putable—the caufes which have produced them
are not fo eafily difcovered. One probable caufe
of the fall, however, is, that at the time when
the duty was impofed, the fhoe-makers and other
workers in leather forefecing that the duty
would neceflarily, as they thought, induce a
rife on the goods, began to refort to Britith
leather. The importation of this naturally
tended to lower the price, and the tanner, in-
ftead of being able to command the market,
as the financier muft have thought he could
do when he argued that the duty levied im-
mediately off the tanner would wltimately come
from the public, was obliged, in orderto get rid
of his ftock, to difpofe of it at a lefs price
than formerly.

The
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The duty operated againft the tanner f;i
another way ;‘ though the ‘tanner was up-
able, as we have feen, to raife the price
of his leather a penny per lb. on the men
who dealt in this article, yet thofe, through
whofe hands the goods pafled to the public
acted as if the advance had been paid to the
tanner 3 accordingly the fhoe-maker and the
fhop-keeper (for it is to be obferved, that of
the fhoes and brogues confumed 'in this coun-
try a very large portion'is vended not imme-
diately by the maker but by the country fhop-
keepers) availed themiclves of fo plaufible a
pretext for raifing, unneceflarily and extrava-
gantly, the price of the fhoes on the public.
Thus the tax 'has ‘undoubtedly diminifthed
the quantity confumed, and by affording op-
portunities forextortion on the public, rather
than by its own weight, has injured the ma-
nufacture. |

It has been faid above, that the duty has
operated agalnﬁ the manufaéture by inducing
the leather-feller to refort to Englith leather.
it may be objefted to this, that if there were
. not
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fiot fome eapital defect in the tannage of .this_
country, or fome infuperable impediment in its
way, the Englithman could not bring his "
goods to market fo much cheaper than the
Irifh, when he not only pays an excife duty
of an halfpenny per lb. more than the . Irith
tanner, but alfo is obliged to refort for his
green hides to the Irifh market, by which he
lofes commiffion, freight, &e. on the re-export-
ation of the tanned leather. .. With refpect to
the firft part of the objeétion, it may be an-
fwered that the excife duty is drawn back on
the export, and as to the expence of the coms
miflion, freight, &c. it is certain that the
Irith manufatturer labours under difadvantages
equal to thefe, in .the difficulty with which
he procures a fupply of bark ; for he too pays
double commiflion and freight on the importa-
tion of this article, and exclufive of this, is
- obliged to pay a much higher price for bark
of much worfe quality than the Englith tan-
ner ufes. - Thefe circumfiances together, make
Britith ‘bark in the Trifh tan- yard, at leaft fif-
teen per cent. dearer than in England; for as

bark is a bulky commodity, the freight is not
: lefs
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lefs on an average, than from 20s. to one
guinea per ton, which on an article worth
11l. 10s. per ton, is tén per cent. ; the two
commiflions make five per cent. more, ex-
clufive of any allowance for the defect In
quality.

Befides the advantages which the Englifh
tanner enjoys in the article of bark, the qua-
lity of his manufacture enables him for a
time at leaft, to underfell the Irithman. He
fends out his goods in a lefs perfect fiate,
he does not fuffer them to remain in the
yard much more than one-half of the time
which the Irith tanner thinks neceflary ; he
haftens the procefs by the operation of firong
oozes, nor does he take as much pains in
what the tanners call flething the hides, as
the Irith do. The confequence is, that the
leather, though apparently well manufactured,
and weighing favourably for the feller, will
not bear the fubfequent operations of the
workman, like Irith leather. Hence the gene-
ral diflike among the fhoemakers to Englifh
leather, which, neverthelefs will continue to

9} be
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be imported, while the leather-feller finds it
more cheap, and gets longer credit than he

I

can get in Ireland.

Under thefe circumftances, it may be afked,
how can tanning be confidered as a manu-
facture fitted for the country 7 Ifthe E'ngli(h
poflefs thefe fuperior advantages, will it not
be vain to wafte exertion in a ufelefs compe-
tition? It may be anfwered, that there are
fcarcely any of ‘the caufes of the declenfion
of this trade, for which it is not reafonable
to hope that a remedy may be found. So
far as the excife duty operates againft it, the
remedy is in the power of the legiflature,
‘and it is not. poflible to conceive, that if the
injurious tendency of it were once fully
proved, they would not immediately apply that
remedy. Nor would it be difficult, probably,
to derive from leather as much revenue as
this duty produces, by means from which no
ill confequence would refult, either to the ma-
nufatture or the country. Were the duty
laid on coach-leather in the coach-maker’s-
yard, on fadlery, and on fhoes in the fhop,

exempting
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exempting from duty fhoes of more fhan a
certain weight, for inftance, a pound and a
half, which would exempt thofe worn by the
peafant and working artificer, there would
be little reafon to fear injury to the poor, or
to the manufadturer from its operation. But
were a fum equal to that now produced by
this duty, laid on the export of the raw
hides, it would not only not be injurious, but
in all human probability, it would fecure prof-
perity to a moft important manufaCture.

~ Of the difficulty under which the manufac-
ture labours from  the f{carcity of bark, one
cannot fay that it is likely to be entirely re-
moved until that time fhall arrive when the
proprietors of land in this country fhall be
more firmly imprefled with the beneficial con-
fequences of growing oak. But if it cannot
be entirely removed, there is reafon to hope
it may be leflened. So long as great Britain
fhall continue to fuffer the export of bark to
Ircland, free of duty, and furely fhe will not
think of refiricting it while fhe enjoys a free
accefs to our wool and worfted, linen yarn and

U 2 raw
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raw hides, the tanners of Ireland may, by
proper exertions in f{ending agents of their
own to buy bark, ihftead of depending on the
integrity of the Britith fa&or, procure bark
of as good quality as the Englifh tanner ufes.
This, indeed, is a mode they have, in fome
places, already begun to adopt: A company
has formed itfelf in Newry, which, by this
mode, procures bark of the beft quality.
When it fhall be generally adopted we may
indeed continue to labour under the neceflary
expence of freight, &c. but we fhall not have

to complain of being obliged to ufe the refufe
of the Britith bark.

There are other profpects which open with
regard to this article. It has long been an
opinion univerfally received among the tan-
ners of Ireland, that no foreign bark would
tan a hide as well as that of England; that
opinion feems to have yielded a little to ex-
perience. The expence, dearth and fcarcity -
of Britifh bark® fometime fince made it more
than ever neceffary to try that by Hamburgh
as a fubftitute. The effet has been, that,

though
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though the procefs of tannage has been longer,
the hide has come forth as perfectly tanned
as it could have been by Britith bark. Such,
at leaft, has been the experience of fome per-
fons engaged in the trade, whofe extenfive ex-
perience of it, and whofe fagacity to profit by
experience is, at leaft, equal to that of any
of their brethern, many of whom, it muftbe
acknowledged, differ on this fubje&t. Of this
bark the price is 8l. per ton in Ireland, and
maki;}g allowance for the greater length of
time it takes in operation, is confidered as
cheaper than Englith bark at 12l. per ton in
Ireland, and has this advantage to recommend

its ufe, that the fupply is certain, and the
quality fteady.

During the exiftence of the old government
in France they were tenacious, to a remarke.
able degree, of their bark, The export of it
was prohibited under fevere penalties, and
to fecure the etfect of the prohibition, the
furplus. of bark, after fupplying their own con-
fumption, was burned. Whether the new go-
vernment will adhere to this monopolizing

principle
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principle is not certain; if they fhould not, '
Ireland may thence have a hope of fupply
for her manufacture, of the beft bark in the °
world, for fuch the French bark is acknow-
ledged to be. |

SECTION
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PART IIL T2

Of the means of promoting Manufactures.

SECTION L

Of ProTecTING DUTIES.

Arguments againft the interference of Legiflature by
Duties on Fércign Manufacture—Dr, Smith’s Ar-
guments flated and confidered—They do not feem
to apply clofely 1o a Coyntry circumflanced  as

Ireland,

IT was part of the original plan of this eflay

to confider, in. the conclufion, the various

modes which have«been propofed by the
friends of manufaéture for the encouragement
and promotion of them, and how far they
were likely to effect the end propofed. In the
former part of the work, however, it has been
found neceflary, in fome meafure, to anticipate
this defign. Many obfervations on this fubjelt
are feattered in the foregoing pages, which it
would be fuperfluous to repeat here ; we fhall,

therefore, on this head be very brief,

Among
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| Ainong the methods which public {pirit,
or private intereft has propofed for the pro-
motion’of manufaétures, the moft obvious, and
therefore, that which has been moft frequently
and warmly urged, is the impofition of duties
on foreign manufactures imported.

This has been indeed the mode which, in
almoft every country, has been ufed to cherifh
infant manufactures ; and, in many inftances,
it is that by which ‘adult ones . have
been fupported. Whether fuch duties are, or
are mot politic, has been a queftion on which
fpeculative writers have held very difcordant
opinions, of which there  are none, perhaps,
but has been fupported by very plaufible ar-
guments.  Something has been already faid
on this fubjedt in the former part of this
work, but it may, perhaps, be permitted us to

. confider it here with fomewhat more minute-
nefs,

Of thofe who have argued againft this
policy, - the principal is Dr. Smith in his
celebrated work on the Wealth of Nations.

As
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As his arguments on this head are not very
diffufe, and it is of the firft importance to
afcertain how far they are true in-themielves,
or how far they apply to the circumfiances of
Ireland; we fhall ftate them in his own words.*

~« That this monopoly of the home-market
frequently gives great encouragement to that
particular fpecies of induftry which engages it,
and frequently turns towards that employment
a greafer fhare both of the labour and ftock
of the fociety than would otherwife have gone
to it, cannot be doubted. But whether it
tends either to encreafe the generalindufiry of
the fociety, or to give it the moft advantage-

ous direGion, is mnot, perhaps, altogether fo
evident,”

¢ The general indufiry of the fociety never
can exceed what the capital of the fociety can
employ.  As the number of workmen that
can be kept in employment by any particular
perfon, muft bear a certain proportion to his
capital, fo the number of thofe that can be

continually

* Vide Smith’s Wealth of Nations, vel, 1, page $44.
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continually employed by all the members of
the fociety, muft bear a certain proportion to
the whole capital of that fociety, and never can
exceed -that proportion.  No regulation of commerce
can encreafe the quantity of induftry in any foerety
beyond what its capital “can mamtain.: It-can only
dire(t a part of it into a direftion into
which it might not otherwife have gone, and
it is by no means certain that this artificial
direétion is likely to be more advantageous to
the {ociety, than that into which it would
have gone of its own accord,”

“ Lvery individual is_continually exerting himfelf
o find out the wmoft 'aa"vanmgeau: employment  for
whatever capital he may poffefs. It is his own
advantage indeed, and not that of the fociety,
which he has in view. But the ftudy of his
own advantage, naturally, or rather neceflarily,
leads him to prefer that employment which

is moft advantageous to the fociety.”

“ Firft, every individual endeavours to ems
ploy his capital as near home as he can, and
confequently

e
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confequently as much as he can in fupport of
domeftic induftry, &c. &c.”

« Secondly,. every individual who employs his
capital in the fupport of domeftic induftry,
neceflarily endeavours fo to direct that  induf-
try, that its producé may be of the greateft
poffible value. The produce of induftry is
what it adds to thé fubje&t or materials upon
which it is employed. 1In_proportion as the
value of this produce 1is great or fmall, fo
will likewife be the profits of< the employer.
But it is only for the fake of profit that any
man employs a capital in_the fupport of in-
duftry ; and he will always, therefore, endea-
vour to employ it in the fupport of that in-
duftry, of which the produce is likely to be
of the greateft value, or to exchange for the
greateft quantity either of moncy or of goods.”

« But the annual revenue of every fociety,
is always precilely equal to the exchangeable
value of the whole annual produce of its in-
duftry, or rather is precifely the fame thing
with that exchangeable value. As every in-

dividual
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dividual therefore, endeavours as much as he
can, both to employ his capital in the fupport
of his domeftic induftry, and fo to dire&t that
indufiry, that its produce may be of the great-
eft value; every individual neceflarily labours
to render the annual revenue of the fociety
as great as he can. He generally, indeed,
neither intends to promote the public inte.
refl, nor knows how much he is promoting
it, By preferring the fupport of the domeftic
induftry to that of foreign, he imends only
his own fecurity, and by dire@ing that induf-
try in fuch a manner as its produce may be
of the greateft value, he intends only his own
gain, and he'is; in this, as in many other
cafes, led by an invifible hand to promote an
end which was no part of his intention, &c.

&e
-~ e

“ What is the fpecies of domeftic induftry
which his capital can employ, and of which,
the produce is likely to be of the greateﬁva-{
lue, every individual, it is evident, can in
his loeal fituation judge much better than any
fidtefman can do for kim. The {ftatefman wha

thould
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fhould attempt to direct private people in what
manner they ought to employ their capitals,
would not only load himfelf with a moft un-
neceflary attention, but affumef an authority
which could fafely be trufted, not only to mno
fingle perfon, but to no council ‘or fenate
whatever, and which would no where be fo
dangerous, as in the hands of a man who had
folly and- prefumption cnough to - fancy him-
felf -fit to exercife it.”

« To give a monopoly of the home-market
to the produce of domeftic induftry, in any
particular art or manufacture, is, in fome
meafure, to direét private people in what

manner they ought to employ their capitals,

and muft in almoft all cafes, be either a ufe-

lefs, or a hurtful regulation. If the produce
of domeftic, can be brought there as cheap
as that of foreign induftry, the regulation is
evidently ufelefs. 1If it cannot, it muft gene-
rally be hurtful. It is the maxim of every
prudent mafter of a family, neverto attempt to
make at home, what will coft him more to
make than to buy. The taylor does not at-

tempt
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tempt to make his own fhoes, but employs/a
fhoe-maker § the fhoe-maker does not attempt
to make his own clothes, but employs a-tay-
lor 3 the former attempts to make neither,. but
employs both thefe different artificers. All of
them find it to their intereft to employ their
whole induftry in a way in which they have
fome advantage over their neighbours, and to
purchafe with a part of its produce, or what
is the fame thing, with the price of a part
of it, whatever elfe they have occafion for.
What is prudence in the conduét of every
private fanﬁ]y, can {carcely be folly in thatof
a great kingdom. If a foreign country can
fupply us with a commodity cheaper than we
ourfelves can make it, better buy it from them
with fome part of the produce of ourown in-
duftry, employed in a way in which we have
fome advantage. The gencral induftry of the
country, bemng  always in  proportion to the capital
which employs i, will not thereby be diminifh-
ed; no more than that of the above-mentioned ar-
tilicers; but only left to find outthe way in
which it can be employed with the greateft
advantage, It is certainly not employed to the

greateft
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greateft advantage when it is thus diredted
towards an object ‘which it can buy chea;‘:ef
than it can make. The value of its' annual
produce is certainly more or lefs diminifhed,
when it is thus turned away from producing
commodities evidently of more value than the
commodity which it is direéted to produce,
according to the fuppofition that the commo-
dity could be purchafed from foreign countries
cheaper than it could be made at. home. It
could therefore have been purchafed with a
part only of the commodities, or what is
the fame thing, with a part only of the price
of the commodities, which the induftry em-
ployed by an equal capital, would have pro-
duced at home, hadwit been left to follow its
natural courfe.+' The induftry of the country,
therefore, is thus turned away from a more,
to a lefs luerative employment, and the ex-
changeable value of its annual produce, in-
ficad of being encreafed according to the in-
tention of the law-giver, muft neceflarily be
diminifhed by every fuch regulation.”

« By means of fuch regulations, indeed, a
particular
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particular manufaéture may fometimes be acs
quired fooner than it could have been other-
wife, and after a certain time, may be made
at home cheaper than- in the foreign country.
But tho’ the induftry of the fociety may be
thus carried with advantage into a particular
channel fooner than it could have been other-
wife, it will by no means follow, either that
the fum total of its induftry, or of its reve-
nue, can ever be augmented "by any fuch re-
gulation. The induftry of the facicty can  aug-
_ment only in proportion as its capital augments, and
its capital can augment only in proportion to
what can ‘be gradually faved out of its reve-
nue. But the immediate effe¢t of every fuch
regulation, is to diminith its revenue, and
what diminifhes its revenue, is certainly not
very likely to augment its capital fafter than
it would have augmented of its own accord,
had both capital and induftry been left to

find out their natural employments.

“ Tho for wantof fuch regulations the fo-
ciety fhould never acquire the propofed ma-
nufacture, it would not upon that account

| neceflarily
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neceflarily be the poorer in any one period of
its duration. In every point of its duration,
its whole capital and induftry might ftill have
been employed, tho’ upon different objelts, in
a manner that was moft advantageous at the.
time. In every period its revenue might have
been the greateft which its capital could af-
ford, and both capital and revenue might have
been augmented with the greateft poffible ra-
pidity.” :

This reafoning of Dr. Smith, refts upon
two {uppofitions, both of which are aflumed
as true, tho) both require proof. The firftis,
that individuals who poffefs capital, are always
beft qualified to judge, what mode of employ-
ing their capital will make it produce the
greateft poflible value. The fecond is, thatthe
capital of a  country is always, when unin-
fluenced by legiflative influence, fully em-
ployed, and in the beft poflible way.

With regard to the firft of thefe propofiti-
ons there is reafon to believe it is not univer-
fally true. Tt fuppofes that every man who

X has
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has his capital engaged in any given employs

- ment bhas confidered the various advantages

held ont by every other mode in which it
might‘ be occupied, and that on the compa-
rifon of cach with every other he has deter-
mined with perfect jufinefs in favour of that
which he has chofen. Probably thefe fuppo-
fitions are not true with refpeét to one in ten
thoufand, even in thofe countries where the
different modes of occupying capital are beft
known. In countries lefs advanced in thefe
fpeculations, among which Treland is certainly
to be numbered, thefe fuppofitions are fiill lefs
frequently true. Many inftances might be
given in which numerous defcriptions of men
employ capital in ways which are far from
being the moft produétive within their power 3.
one may fuffice.. No counties in Ireland are
more capable of tillage than fome of thofe
which are at prefent chiefly occupied in paftur-
age, and ‘no man can doubt whether tillage
be more lucrative than pafturage either with re-
gard to the profit of the individual, or the
addition. made to the national capital. Yet
in thefe counties we fee men induced by in-

dolence
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dolence and other motives as little conneéted
with views of profit, foregoing the moft pro-
ducive, and adopting the leaft productive em-
ployment of their ftock—Would it be an im-
politic: interference of the legiflature in fuch
cafes to recommend tillage in preference to pafiur-
age by bounties on one hand, and refirictions
on the other?- Thefe obfervations do not
apply immediately to the cafe of duties im-
pofed on foreign manufactures for the promo-
tion of fimilar fabrics at home, but they feem
to prove, that the argument on which thofe
duties are oppofed is not always univerfally
true, viz. that the individual, when left to
himfelf, always employs his capital in the moft.
beneficial way. This argument, indeed, if

carried as far as' it will go, proves not only
that the individual fhould be left to himfelf

in the choice of the modes in which he fhall
employ his fiock, but that all .int_er-f.er.énc,e‘ with
refpect to the procels by which he fha]lhpro-
fecute that mode is equally impolitic and un-
neceflary.  Yet it does not appear to have been
quité fo impolitic and unneceflary to prohibit
the old method of ploughing, in fome parts
Aia of
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- of this country, by faftening the plough to thie
horfe tail ; the prefent mode is evidently the
more advantageous one, and yet {fuch was the
force of attachment to old habits, and
the propenfity to refift innovation on eftablifh-
ed cuftom, that, with all the apparent benefit
of this’ new method, it would probably have
been long before it was generally adopted, but for
the injun&tions of law. Infiances of the re-
lu¢tance with which individuals and bodies of
men adopt improvements in arts and manu-
faltures abound in every country. The manufac-
turers of England itfelf have, in many inftances,
refifted the introduction of approved, only be-
caufe they were new modes of working.

But the interference of the legiflature in a
manufacture is not always a pofitive preferip-
tion to individuals to turn their capital into a
f)‘zlll‘t‘i(ftl]:l'i‘-;"C?Héihne]. The legiflature may inter-
fere many ways for the mere purpofe of re-
moving obftacles to a manufacture  without
affording it fuch advantages as may be fairly
called a dictation to individuals to embark their

Atock in that manufacture ; and it would require
; fome
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fome further arguments than thofe of Dr.
Smith to prove that fuch an interference in favour
of a ufeful and productive manufacture is either
unneceflary or unwife. Thofe obftacles may be
of various kinds; they may arife from other
countries preventing us from obtaining a fupply
of materials ufelefs perhaps to them—or from the
prevailing tafte of the public for manufa&ures of
thofe countries, impeding the ufe of native manu-
factures, though not of the fame kind with thofe
foreign ones. In either of thefe cafes, duties
impofed on thefe productions of foreign in-
dufiry only tend to remove impediments by
which manufaltures, capable of adding greatly
to the capital of the country, are obftructed.
They do not dictate to the individual to em-
bark in this manufacture, but only put it in
his power to avail himfelf of ,this fource of
profit, if, on comparing it with his other
means, he fhall judge it eligible. Duties on
the manufactures of a country, prohibiting or
encumbering our manufactures in their mar-
ket, come within the defcription of means for
removing obftacles which lie in the way of

the home induftry.
Perhaps
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Perhaps the oppofition to the do&rine of
Smith may be fafely carried farther. He rea.
fons againft duties on foreign manufaures as
tending to diminifh the capital of the country
by compelling the people to confume the home
manufacture at a dear price, in preference to
the foreign, which may be afforded at a lower {
and he contends, as we have feen, that
though in confequence of thefe duties, the
home manufacture may ultimately come to be
produced cheaper than the foreign ; yet the ca-
pital of the country might, during the interval
have been employed ina more lucrative way,
But, if by means of thefe duties the country
fhall have acquired a manufacture not only ca-
pable of compenfating the lofs which was fuf,
tained by the ‘public in the acquifition of it,
but- which-'fhall “aifo be able in a fhort time
to add to the capital of the country much
more than it would have acquired by the em-
ployment of its capital in another way, it is
not ealy to fec why it thould not be confidered
as excellent policy to have obtained this ma-
nufacture by the impofition of daties on that
of other countries. Whether fuch manufuc-
tures have not been fo obtamcd,__ and whether

there
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there are not others attainable . in the fame
way, is a queftion which, perhaps, no man can

anfwer in the negative, and which it may be a
ufeful occupation of the fpeculatift to confider.

The fecond propofition on which Mr. Smith’s
reafonings on this fubject reft, and of which
he gives no proof, is, that the capital of a
country is always fully employed, and in the
beft way. This is, perhaps, a hafty affump-
tion ; there is reafon to believe, that there is
in every country a confiderable quantity of ca-
pital unemployed. In countries where manu-
factures do not profper this is inevitable ;
becaufe in fuch —eountries there 1s no
way, or few ways, to employ capital, and
even in countries where manufattures do
flourifh, much capital may remain idle from
the indolence, the timidity, the ignorance, and,
perhaps, the avarice of the proprietors—for
avarice is more prompt to fave capital by re-
taining it than to encreafe it by enterprize in
trade—if we can conceive fuch kind of legil-
lative interpofition in commerce, or manufac-
tures as fhall elicit this capital from its lurking

“holes; moft undoubtedly that interpofition
mudt
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muft be beneficial ; nor does it feem abfurd -
to believe, that a legiflature, by holding out
judicious protetion to manufadtures adapted
to the country, and therefore promifing to be
lucrative, may, in fome meafure, attain this
end. How often do we fee capital appear as
if by magic, on the creation of fome new and
promifing occafion for employing it ? and how
many inflances are there of one country lend-
ing to another a redundancy of capftal, which
there can be little doubt would be withdrawn,
and employed in the more lucrative way of
manufattures, if a new manufatture fhould
be ftarted, promifing at once, more fg:curifya

and more advantage ?

But whether the doctrine of Dr. Smith, as
founded on thofe two propofitions be true or
falfe, fo far as it regards countries of which the
capital is occupied in ufeful purfuits, and the
people fully employed, it does not feem appli-
cable to avcountry in which induftry languiﬂ{ész
and of whofe people confiderable numbers are
idle, either frdm neceffity or from habit.
Thofe means of promoting manufa&tures,
' which,
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which, according to Smith, would be general-
ly impolitic, feem to deferve a different cha-
racter here, where the queftion 1s not whe-
ther induftry and capital fhall be directed to
this or that objeét in preference to others,
but whether induftry fhall be excited at all,
or the mental and bodily force of its people
be fuffered to degenerate into favage ferocity ?

It is better, furely, in fuch . circumitances,
to promote manufadtures by any means, even
by fecuring a monopoly of the home-market,
by duties, or by bounties, than to truft to
time and chance for their natural introduc-
tion. Exercife is the beff meansof acquiring,
or of preferving health, if the patient be firong

‘enough to take it, but in that degree of de-

bility which _is incapable of exertion, the
phyfician muft preferibe other remedies, So
far as this defe& in the fpirit of indufiry is
applicable to Ireland, fo far only is it recom-
mended to adopt thefe forced methods of cul-

tiyating manufatures. In many inftances,

| they are alreadily happily become unneceflary.

SECTION
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BECTION 'IL

Of the MonoroLy of the Raw MATERIALS of
MANUFACTURE.

Doubiful Policy of this Meafure—Tho adgpted by
Manufatturing Nations, it is probably mot the
caufe of their Succefs—for it temds to difcourage
the raifing of the Materialy and fo far hurts the
Manufacture—Application of this principle  to
Wool, in England and other Countries,

NEXT to the impofition of duties on fo-
reign manufactures, the monopoly of the na.
tive materials for manufaCture has been re-
commended, In Ireland, the export of her
raw materials has long been reprobated as bad
policy, and as a practice by which fhe divefts
herfelf of one of the moft important advan.

tages for manufadture, with which nature has
blefled her,

If the exportation of the raw material tended
to deprive us of a neceflary ftock for our ma-

nufadture,
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nufaéture, and thereby impede the induftry
of the mation ; or 'if it deprived us of a mar-
ket for our manufadtured goods, which we
(hould otherwife poflefs, the policy of per-
mitting the export might be doubtful. But
it deferves well to be confidered, whether thefe
confequences neceflarily refult from the export
of the rude material. That the conduct of
moft manufadturing nations, and of Great Bri-
tain in particular, gives fanétion to this opi-
nion; is, indeed, true, and the fuccefs which
has attended the manufactures of Great Bri-
tain, i °a. circumftance very impofing. But
before a decifion is formed on the queftion,
we fhould confider whether that fuccefs 1s not
much more probably the effect of other caufes ?
It may be fafely admitted as a principle, that
fo far as the demand for any commodity, raifed
of cultivated merely for fale, isdiminifhed, fo
far the raifing and cultivating of that article,
is difcouraged. For a limited market, a limit-
ed fupply is fufficient. If, while the market
remains ‘the fame, the fupply be encreafed,
the demand for that commodity will fo far be
diminithed. If the fupply be diminifhed, the

- demand
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demand will be encreafed in the fame ratio ;
and as the demand is encreafed or dimini(hed,
the price which the article bears, will allo en-
creafc or diminith. 1In proportion as the price
encreafes, the profit of the feller will be aug-
mented, other circumftances remaining the
fame, and as the profits of the feller encreafe,
'by fo much the more will the namber en-
creafe of thofe who will lay out their capital
and indufiry in the raifing or cultivation of
that article. Thus there comes to be a fup-
ply in the market always proportioned to the
demand—-encreaﬁng, if that encreafe, and di-
minifhing if that be leflened, Apply this to
the prevention of the export of ‘any article.
By cutting off the export, you diminith the
demand, by diminiﬂﬁng the demand, you di-
minith the price, and therefore the profit on
the article, and in doing this, you leflen the
number of fellers, 7, . difcourage the pro-
duction of the article. It matters not for what
purpofe this article be wanted, whether it be
wool for a lucrative manufacture, or corn for
a hungry people ; in either cafe, the effect is
precifely “the farne, for the farmer raifes his

corn,
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corn, and grows his wool, without any confi-
" deration of the benefits which are to refult
to the country from either. He confiders on-
ly his own immediate profit in both inflances ;
he will raife corn if there be a fure and profita-
ble market, and negle¢t wool if he be likely
to meet a thin market and a low price. On the
other hand he will grow wool if he be fure of a
good price in a market where buyers abound,
and will neglect corn though the country fhould
ftarve if he be likely to have the redundancy
left on his hands, when the public are fatis-

fied.

If this reafoning be juft, it muft certainly
be bad policy to lay any refiraints on the ex-
. port of the raw material, if that material be
fuch that the quantity produced may be en-
creafed by the efforts of induftry. If, indeed,
there were a given quantity always in the mar-
ket, incapable of any increafe or diminution,
it'might be, perhaps, politic to reftrain the ex-
port, provided we had the means of working
it up ourfelves. But even in this cafe, it

would not be wife to.reftrain it, if our ma-
nufature
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nufalture was not commenfurate to the quans
tity of material produced 3 and if we manuy-
factured none of thefe materials, it would be
highly -advantageous to induce firangers to
export them. Iron ore is a raw material: If
we refined no iron ourfelves, what could be
more advantageous, than a company of firan-
gers fettling among wus, and working our
mines, which elfe would remain ufelefs ; thus
at once giving us payment for what them-
felves made valuable, and holding out the in-
citement of example to the induftry of our peos

ple.

If the material be of that kind which may
be improved or deteriorated by care or by
neglect, another evil befides the diminution
of the quantity produced, will follow, namely,
it will degenerate in quality. When the price
of any article is fixed, there remains no mo-
tive to improve its quality, unlefs it be to
obtain a preference of fale. But when the
export of a commodity is reftrained, the quan-
tity produced will accommodate itfelf to the
demand. of the home-market, and in many

cafes
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cafes will not be able to fupply even that.
As there can, therefore, in this “cafe, be no
fear of the commodity lying on hands, there
will remain no inducement whatever to im-

prove its quality.

The principal raw material of this country,
of which the export has excited the loudeft
complaint, is wool ; and this very article ex-
hibits perhaps, moft firongly, the impolicy of
reftraint. For a full century, the export of
it has been prohibited in England, and for a
long period prior to that, had been reftrain-
ed. It is true, indeed, that in confequence of
this refiraint, the price of wool has been kept
down; but it is alfo true, that in confe-
quence of it the quality of the wool has dege-
nerated ; it has been grown in lefs quantity,
and England has been obliged to refort to
other countries for a fupply, to Spain for fine
wool, and to Ireland for much of the coarfer
kind. | The refult of all thefe circumftances:
is, that at beft, fhe is now but on an equal
footing with other countries, in the woollen

manufadture ; at leaft in the fine kind, in
which
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which fhe was once fo eminently fuperior. That

fhe was once thus fuperior, proofs are to be

found interfperfed in all the old Englifh hifto-

rians and antiquarians, and many of them
have been colleCted by the laborious Ander-
fon in his Hiftory of Commerce. From the
accounts given by him, it appears that the
character of Englith wool was very high in-
deed throughout the Italian States, and the
Netherlands, from the year 129.8'* down to
1519, and that during the earlier periods, the
inhabitants of Roufillon and Catalonia, were
among the purchafers of Englith wool, though
thele countries now afford wool far finer than
any produced in Great Britain. Tt is fair to
infer from thefe circumftances, that Engli(ly
wool was in every refpect equal to the beftin
Spain, and this opinion receives fupport from
the ordinance of Henry 1L in 11723, by which
he forbids the mixing of Spanifh wool with
the Englifh, in the manufaGure | of fine cloths.
It is corroborated alfo, by the edict. of Ed-

ward

* See Anderfon’s Hiﬁory of Commerce.—Year 1298,
infra.

1 Idem. I Rymer, vol. 5, page 36.
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ward T1I. in 1338, forbidding the exportation
of Englifhlive fheep, to prevent other nations
from improving their wool, and thus coming
in competition with Englith manufafure. The
fame pofition is eftablithed by the permiflion
granted by Henry VI. to Don Duarle, King
of Portugal, to import fixty facks of Cotf-
wold wool, in order to enable him to obtain
fome Florence cloth of gold*.  This took
place in 1437, a time when Portugal was
at peace with the King of Caftile, and in affi-
nity. It would feem from this fa&, that Cotf-
wold wool was generally preferred’ at that time
to Spanifhs At prefent, Spanith wool. fells
from 3s. to 6s. per lb. and the beft Cotfwold
or Leominfter, for lefs than a thilling —what a
falling off is here! It deferves to be remark-
ed, that in the reign of Edward III. when
Englith wool was of this fuperior quality, the
export of that article amounted in value to
294,0868l. 14s. 8d. which, allowing for the
difference in the weight of the coin at that

day and the prefent, was equal to 729,340l. 13s. 4d.
< 4 without

# Amderfon’s Hiltory of Commerce, vol. 1, p. 263.
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without allowing for the different value of

money at the two periods.®

Elizabeth, ever fagacious of the true. inte-
refts of her country,l however prone the
might .in general be to grant monopolies to
individual fubjects, yet fhe was adverfe to a
general monopoly of wool. During her reign,
no check was given to the export of wool,
and accordingly, in 1551, no lefs than fixty
fhips failed from Southampton with that
commodity. In the reign of James I. and
Charles, the prohibition took place, which, howe-
ver, they difpenfed with-when they thought fit ;
the prohibition was continued at the revolu-
tion, when the power .of difpenfing was abro-
gated. The confequences of this meafure, we
are told, was what had been expeted—wool
fell in price, but another part of the many-
facturer’s expectation was not verified—the
manufatture did not encreafe in proportion.
On the contrary, it was found that the wool-
len exports of a year, in the reign of Eliza-

beth,

# In the .reign of Edward III. the lb. of filver was

current for 22s. 6d. at prefent it is coined into 62s,
See Llcunds and Fleetwood.
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beth, were double what they ever reached in
the fucceeding century. In her reign, the exs
ports (including contraband trade to France,
Spain and Portugal) was calculated to amount
to 2,000,000l. and during the latter half of
the 17th century, it is calculated by King’s
Britith Merchant, that they did not amount to
more than 1,000,0e0l. Had we not already
dwelt much too long on this article, it would
be eafy to fhew, from the beft authorities,
that the effects of this prohibition were in the
firft inftance, an encreafe in ‘the price of the
carcafe of the fheep—thaty not the wool, be-
coming now the lucrative part of the fheep;
in the fecond, a degeneracy in the quality of
the wool. ' The fine kind being no longer
fought for exportation, nor in fufficient de-
mand at home, was mnegleCted. Of confe-
- quence, Englifh cloths made of Englith wool,
became unable, in the foreign' market, to bear
a competition with thofe of France or the Ne-
therlands, which were made of Spanith wool.
Hence the neceflity of importing Spanith
wool, by which England is reduced to alevel
with the manufaCturer of other nations, over

Y 2 whom
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whom fhe formerly enjoyed a proud fuperios
rity. - Should Spain and Portugal come to work
up their own wool, and, according to the po-
licy of Great Britain, prohibit its export, the
woollen manufalture of England, at leaft in
the fine cloths, falls to the ground.

After what has been faid on this fubject,
fhould it be fiill feared that the foreign de-
mand for the materials of a manufaéture may
be fo great as to threaten the home manufac-
ture with a {carcity, it would be practicable
to impofe fuch regulations on the export as,
while they left it free fo long as the ma-
terials were fufficiently cheap and plenty, would
refirain or prohibit it when the price fhould
rife above that which the manufadture could
afford to pay; fuch regulations have been
found beneficial to agriculture in fecuring an
abundant and {teady fupply for the home con-
fumption 3 why they fhould not be equally fo
to manufactures is not apparent. .

It appears then, on the whole, that, how-
ever ecflential the poffeflion of the primum

may
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may be, ’ it is not gobd, policy to prohibit
the export, becaufe by that prohibition the
only encouragement that can induce indivi-
duals to raife, cultivate, and improve that ma-
terial, is removed. Yet, if the foreign de-
mand for it fhould ever become fo great as
to threaten danger to the home manufacture,

" then refraints might be laid on with fafety,

to be removed, however, when that danger
fhould exift no longer,

SECTION
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Of Generar Causes that tend to advance
MANUFACTURES.

Sincere  Difpofition tn  the Legiflature ‘ to. promote
Manufattures neceffary to their Suceefs—Influcnce
of the general compléxion of the Laws on them
—How far thefe Obfervations are applicable to fre-
land—State of the Commercial Intercourfe bétween
Great Britain and Ireland—QObfervations on Ab-
Sentees, and fubfiiution of a Tax om them for
thofe on Manufaétures—Conclufion.

WHAT has hitherto been fuggefted for the
promotion of manufactures, related to fpecific
modes of encouragement or regulation. But
there are general caufes which have an effe&t
on them more powerful, though lefs direct
and immediate—caufes that derive their being
and efficacy from the ftructure of the govern-
ment itfelf, and from the principles by which
it 18 actuated. This is a very complex and
a very delicate topic; it will be emough for

our
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our purpofe briefly to touch it, and fhew, by
an inftance or two, how thefe general caufes
operate to advance or retard the indufiry of
the eountry.

Of thofe means then to promote manu-
fadtures which offer themfelves to the mind
when it looks at this as a great mational ob-
je&t, the firit and moft important is, that thofe
who have the power- of the ftate (hould enter-
tain a fincere intention and defire to advance
them, without reference -to the will or interefis

of any other country.

If it were fuppofed poffible that the legifla-
ture of a given ftate could be influenced by
any confideration diftinct from, or contrary to
the general welfare of that country for which
they legiflated—itis apparent, at the firft blufh,
that under the aufpices of fuch a legiflature,
neither ntanufaéures, nor any other great ob-
ject of public purfuit, could uniformly prof-
per‘. Or, could we fuppofe the legif-
lature' of “any country to be fo conftituted
that'tfle interefts of the ftate they governed
were but a fecondary obje&t of their care, and

that ‘th_ey were obliged by certain moral caufes,
' of
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of which the operation was as powerful and |
certain as that of any phyfical caufe in na-
ture, to confult that intereft fo far only asit
fhould not interfere with the particular con-
cerns of another country, it would need no
argument to prove that the ftate fo governed
could never hope to carry her capacities for
wealth and ~greatnefs into full effedt.. Under
fuch circumftances it would be folly to fug-
geft fyltems of encouragement confifting of
partial regulations, and petty ordinances for
- this or that manufacture; for the baneful ef-
fect of the internal and operative principle of
fuch a legiflature would for ever counteract
this efficacy, would for ever check " the ener-
gies, and blaft the profpedts of the country.
He then who confiders of means for the p‘ro-
‘motion of manufactures, muit fuppofe “the
exiftence of fuch an influence as this in the
legiflative body to be impoflible ; for,. if it ex-
ifted, no means could be fucceflsful.

Next to this fincere difpofition in the legif-
lature of the country to forward ifs true in-
tereits, the moft effettive mode of promoting

manufactures
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 wmanufactures muft be, governing by fuch lawsy
as, while they enfure the peace of the country,
fecure at the fame time the perfonal liberty
and property of the fubject. Under a govern-
ment of defpotifin it is ¢onfefled, that neither
manufaétures, commerce, nor indeed any of thofe
purfuits to which civilized man direéts his in-
duftry, can profper; becaufe fuch a. govern-
ment, be@des weakening the motives to exer-
tion by rendering individual acquilition lefs fe-
cure, tends alfo to vitiate the mind, and render
its pqwérs ftagnant—But if defpotifm, which
is the arbitrary government of one or more in-
dividuals, unrefirained by law, produce thefe
baneful effets on public indufiry, it remains
to be confidered, whether the fame effects will

- not flow: from a fyftem of government under
_ which, though it profefs to be that of limited
or mixed monarchy, laws are enatted equally
fevere, "capricious, changeful, unjuft, adverfe
~ to perfonal right and liberty, and innovating
equally on private property as the dictates of
the defpot himfelf. If there be any real dif-
ference between arbitrary rule and ‘ge-
nuine, rational freeddm; if the diftin¢tion be-

tween
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tween what have been called the beft and the

worft forms of government, be any thing more
than a nominal difference, then certainly, the
nature of the laws, rather than the denomina-
tion of the legiflator, muft conftitute their dif-
tinguithing characteriftic ; and thofe laws which
from anger or from pride, from corruption or
- timidity, wantonly violate the fubjed’s right ;
thofe laws which are enacted againtt the real fenfe,
and true interefts of the people, and calculated
only to fecure the power or interefts of a few, muft
deferve the fame namne, and ‘produce the fame

effects ; whether they beenaéted by a body of

men under the charadter of a reprefentative le-

giflature, orby the tyrant profefling to govern
for himfelf,

Thofe who read this traé will, no doubt, fee how

little thele obfervations apply to this country. Ire-
land isa free fate—her legiflature confifts of a
king who cannot be fuppofed, when he aéts as king
of Ireland, to have in view the interefts of any
other kingdom—of lords raifed to that high dig-
nity for deeds of valour and virtue, which while
they have ennobled them, have ferved their coun-
tryswand who in their legiflative capacity foar

high
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high above the influence of finifter motives 3
and it confifts alfo of a REPRESENTATIVE BODY,
who, being fuch, muft be confidered as {peak-
ing the popular fenfe, and confulting only the
interefts of the people. Of fuch a legiflature, it
it would be political blafphemy to f{uppofe that
they did not entertain the moft fincere and
unmixed intention to promote the interefts of
Ireland, as it would be prefumption to deny,
that thofe laws which .are ~the refult of
the combined prudence ‘of thofe three bodies,
were not generally the moftperfet productions
of human wifdom. Butas human wifdom is ever
fallible, it may be permitted, perhaps, to fup- .
pofe, that even this - legiflature, excellent
and pure as it is, may fometimes have omitted
what the interefts of the country have called for,
and fometimes adopted meafures, in fome degree
“militating againft the common good. On one or
two inftances in which manufadtures feem
to fuffer by thefe overfights or omiflions, we
fhall touch very lightly, and with becoming
humility. - |

Among fubjedts of this nature, the ftate of
commercial intercourfe between the two king-

\

doms

’
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doms always claims a priority of attention,
That it is for the benefit of Great Britain
and Ireland to be conneted as independent
countries, under a common fovereign, on
terms of equal right, and equal advantages
of conftitution and commerce, is a ~ propofiti-
on to which every man, who confiders the
circumflances of both kingdoms, and founds
his opinions rather on experience than theory,
will readily aflent. But in order to make the
truth of the propofition indubitable, the con-
nection muft be fuppofed fuch as we have {ta-
ted it, that is, equal rights and equal advan-
tages muft be enjoyed by each country, and the
welfare of either muft not be facrificed to the
other. It is therefore to be lamented, that the
ftate of the commercial intercourfe between
Great Britain and Ireland, has hitherto been fuch
as affords the enemies of this connection one
of the ftrongeft arguments by which its utili-
ty can be controverted—What is the ftate of
that intercourfe 2 Great Britain and Ireland
are both manufacturing countries—the former
already arrived at full maturity, poflefling the

higheft degree of fkill in manufactures, enjoy--

ing the advantage of a moft extenfive capital,

and

-
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and firetching its commerce, the vehicle of
manufactures, to the remoteft quarters of the
world : Ireland, on the contrary yet in her in-
fancy as a manufacturing country, far inferior
to Great Britdin in every manufaCture, fave
one, poflefling little capital, and it may be faid,
no commerce. With all thefe advantages
enjoyed by Great Britain, fhe yet guards her mar-
ket againft the introduction of Irifh manufac-
tures, by duties and prohibitions, which could
be fuggefted only by a fpirit of the moft cau-
tious jealoufy. Does the legiflature of Ireland
thus fecure her home-market for her own manu-
facture ? Nothing like it ; the ports of Ireland,
open to the Britifh manufacturer without reftric-
tion feem to court his approach, and he
avails himfelf fully of the advantage. The mar-
. kets of Ireland are accordingly filled with the
manufad&ures of Great Britain, while the native
manufatures (always excepting onc) unaflifted in
the competition either by equal fkill, capital,
or experience, yield without a firuggle, and are
compelled to languith in fome ruined corner,
furrounded by rags and wretchednefs, unpitied
and“forgotten! Can it be expected by reafon-

ablé men, that under fuch circumftances ma-
' nufatures
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nufatures can thrive in Ircland? This ex-
peCation may be entertained, if there can be
produced, in .the hiftory of manufacturing
flates, a fingle inftance of manufaétures rifing
to profperity, under the preflure of fuch com-
petition.  But if no fuch inftance can be
found, and it may be fafely afferted that there
cannot, let thofe whofe duty it is to watch
over the intercfis of the country, confider
whether fomething ought not to be done
to aflift her in the ftruggle againft her gi-
gahtic competitor.  Will it. be faid, that the
jealoufy of Great Britain would make it dan-
gerous  for Ireland to take a ftep which
would interfere with /er interefts >—that to re-
flrict the importation of RBritith manufaGures,
would be an angry meafure ; and that it is
impoffible to force Irith fabrics into the Bri-
tith ports, until Great Britain fhall of her own
accord open her market to Ireland ? Thisis a
dangerous  argument, however often it may
have been aufed—for it .concedes - to the
cnemies of the conneétion of the two coun- .
tries, that equal rights and equal advan-
tages are nor the bafis of that conneltion—
that the interefts of Treland in this important

inftance
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inftance are inconfiftent with thofe of Great Bri-
tain, and muft always yicld to her more pow-
erful rival—that Ireland, which in confequence
of this conneétion is bound to fhare the bur-
dens and participate in the misfortunes of the
fifter country, is excluded from a participation
of advantages, and muft never dare to confult
her own interefts but by the permiffion of the
rival ftate. The public underftanding at this
day will not bear fuch an argument—the pub-
lic feeling will revolt againft it!. Were a le-
giflator to reafon thus it would be a derelic-
tion of his charaéter as the legiflator of an
independent ftate, and a confeflion that he le-
giflated for Ireland not as a Kingdom but as
a province ! | ' :

In a former part of this work in which the
importance of -the® Briti(h market to Treland
was defcribed, it has been faid, that the pol-
fefion of that market thould be fought by none
but friendly meafures, and that thofe which
had the appearance of being vexatious, or
hoftile, 28 they might provoke retaliation and be
injutious to both countries, fhould be avoided.
Wndoubtedly this is true ; butif Great Britain be
the fifter and not'the miftrefs of Ircland, if the con-

nection
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nection between them be that of independent fiates
united by the tic of a common fovereign, why
fhould it be confidered hoftile and ~exatious
in Ireland to protect and cherith her manu-
factures b'y thofe modes which all ftates have
adopted to cherith and prote& them?" If Ire-
land impofed on the manufadures of Britain
terms more fevere than thofe which Britain
impofes on the manufa&ures of Ireland, this
indeed were a meafure of vexation and hofiility
—but when fhe only recurs to thofe modcs
of protection to which the pracice of Great
Britain herfelf has given fan&ion, who will
fay that fhe “does that which is inconfiftent
with the fair, honourable, and independent
connection of the two countries.? No ; the
prefent fyftem of prohibition, in which Great
Britain perfeveres, is that which favours of vex-
ation and hoftility ; and if Great Britain wifhes to
perpetuate and make valuable that conneétion,
fhe will mitigate that" fyftem—fhe will no lon-
ger withhold from Ireland, which ‘has been
the prop . of her firength, thofe advan-
tages which fhe has fo liberally interchanged
" even with France, her rival and  her enemy
- —the ' will' unite the interefts of the two coun-

tries,
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tries, bring their powers to aét in one diretion,
and thus raife a falling empire into one which
fhall be the awe and the admiration of Europe!

That which formsthe next inflance in which
legiflative care feems to have forgotten the manu-
fadturing ‘interefts of Ireland is, perhaps, the fiate
of the Abfentees. Among the impediments which
fiand in the way of manufactures in_Ireland, the
want of capital is probably the moft fatal. How
much muft its mifchievous efficacy be encreafed by
the tranfmiffion of no lefs a fum than one million
four hundred thoufand pounds annually to the
land-holders of this country refident in Great
Britain ? If this fum were circulated in the coun-
try, what energy would it impartto induftry,
which now languifhes from want of excitement;
what life to manufactures that are now ftagnant
from want of confumption, or cramped from
want of éapital to extend them? Were thefe
landhelders . to refide in thie country, how
would their prefence ftimulate .the exerti-
ons of their tenantry—how would their mu-
nificenceaid, and their intelligence direct them ?
But thefe are bleflings of which the nature of
the connefion between the two countries,
even on its beft footing, will probably for

Z | eves
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everdeprive us. The call of ambition, or of
pleafure, will always draw the affluent and the
great to the feat of the fovereign; and it
were idle to hope that the operation of any
law which juftice or found policy would war-
rant, can ever counteract the influence of mo-
tives fo powerful. This inconvenience, there-
fore, naturally refulting from our conneétion
with Great Britain, is inevitable as it is great—
but, great as it is, the benefits which might
be derived from that connettion would fully
compenfate for its effeCts were that con-
nection what it profeffes, and what it ought to be,
a connection of equal rights and equal privi-
leges, fo far as the nature of things them-
felves would admit—Would it not, therefore, be-
come thofe who wifh beft to the conneion to
try to mitigate, as much as poflible, that evil
which cannot be removed, and confider
whether it might not be poflible to tranf-
fer to thofe alien-Iriflmen, part, at leaft, of thofe
heavy‘burden$, which, by excife, and other
duties, are now thrown on the manufa&ures of
the country?_ Let the legiflator and the theo-
rift weigh the mifchiefs of thefe impofts—let
him compare them with thofe, which have

him
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been fo often urged againft an abfentee
tax, and then determine, which fhould moft
powerfully influence him who profefles to be
a reprefentative of the Irism PropLE, not the

agent of a few BriTisy PEERS.

How many other inftances there may be,
in which the intereft of manufadtures fuffers
from the omiffion of means to protect and
cherith them, and in how many more they
feel the injurious efficacy of impolitic reftraints,
and injudicious or inordinate taxation, it is for
the wifdom of the legiflature to enquire. It {hall
fuffice here to have offered a few hints on that
fubjet: to enter into a difquifition on it in
this place, even were the writer equal to the
undertaking, would protract a work already
advanced beyond the intended limits, to 2
length intolerable.

Having thus fhewn that manufaétures deferve
encouragement 3 having confidered what.are the
‘eircumftances which render a manufacture fitted
for a country to profecute ; having feen how
thefe circumftances apply to each of the prin-
cipal “'manufaGtures within the reach of Ire-
lJand ; and in the laft place, made a very few’
obfervations on thofe fpecific modes of encou-

Z 2 ragement
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ragement which have been generally ‘recom.
mended for the promotion of them, and on thofe
general caufes that tend to promote or retard
their progrefs, it'is conceived our enquiry 'm'ay'

here terminate.

This Effay fhall therefore be concluded by
exprefling the writer’s hope, that for any in-
elegance in point of ftyle, orany unimportant
miftakes in matter, he will meet indulgence.
To the firft of thefe, the nature of ithe fubject
was lefs propitious than if it were a queftion of li-
terature or criticifm ; and with refpect to the fe-
cond, the frequent neceflity he was under, from
the wide extent of the queftion, to confult the
opinions, and depend on the ftatements of
others, made it fometimes impoffible to attain
indubitable certainty. Errors in matters of
fact, however, he has the beft reafon to be-
lieve, occur but feldom im the courfe of the
work, becaufe he has endeavoured, with very
confiderable pains, to obtain the moft authen-
tic information in points where his own know-
ledge was deficient, and he has adopted no-
thing without trying it by every teft of truth
or. probability within his power.

FINIS.



