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THE FRIENDS OF AN UNION, &c.

I \  Q U E S T I O N  o f  ferious and eternal  moment to I r e 

land, w e  underftand, is about  to be agitated, re lative  to 

an Union w ith  G re a t  Britain. M e n  eminent for pol it ical 

r a n k ,  and diihnguifhed for legiilative talent,  feem filent 

on a fubjeét that  challenges e v e r y  exert ion of their 

p o w e rs .  A  few publications it is true h a v e  ap pe ar e d ,  

but  not w ith ou t  efcaping that fatal  and peflilential  taint o f  

p a r ty ,  that  with malignant breath withers every  p r o d u c 

tion of  the land ; and w h a t  is f irange,  th o u g h  their ten

dency is to leilen Irifh h o n o u r  and diminifh Irifli p o w e r ,  

they have been heard b y  IriOimen with  a wifh  to find 

them true. “  * Paflion in its firit violence controls intereft,
as the eddy for a while  runs againft the f tream .” ___ O u r

endeavour would be to defcribe the effetf  w h ich  fuch an '

* Taxation no Tyranny 
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U n io n  w o u ld  h a v e  on the k in g d o m ,  and in the purfuit 

cm brace thofe objeéls that  w i l l  be il  prom ote and inform 

o u r  defign. U n c o n n e & e d  w ith  p a r ty ,  and indépendant 

in principle ,  f  w e  claim no other  merit than impartial ity.  

T h e  novelty  of  the tafk muft plead excufe for the errors 

of  its execution ; and travell ing an unbeaten t r a c k  w e  

m a y  n o w  and then demand fome indulgence for our  w a n 

derings. AfFeflation o f  ornament fhall  give w a y  to an 

unftudied fimplicity ; and fatire,  h o w e v e r  agreeable ,  

fh al l  be facrificed to truth. T h e  difcuílion w e  attempt 

m ay  p r o v o k e  abler  men, and w e  fhal l  obtain o ur  fondeft 

w i fh  fhould w e  animate genius to exert ion,  and ftimu- 

la te  the talent o f  the iiland to come forward and affert its 

claims.

W hat  better caufe than when your country fees,
T h e  fly dcltrùétton at her vitals aim’d ?

T h o m s o n .

It  m ay  not be injudicious to bring to o u r  recolleélion 
that  b o d y  of men w h o  firft gave confequence to Ireland, 

b y  fecuring to her  independence ; a body of men w h o  de

feated poli tical  and religious tyranny, and gave to our  

enchanted viiion the glorious profpeét  of F ree  T r a d e  and 

b rotherly  Union. Ireland recovered from that lo n g  

night of g loom and prejudice,  in which it w a s  fated w e  

fhould forget our  dignity and refources,  hailed the V o 

lunteers  of  1779 as the faviours of the kingdom, and the

f  Nam neque Divitias, neque Honores petimus fed Liberta- 
teui quam nemo bonus niii cum anima iimul amifit.— Ours would 
be the Liberty that would fuftain, not the Licentioufnefs that 
would deilroy.

affertors
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affertors of  thofe rights  w e  w e r e  fo formed to en joy ,  b u t  

w h i c h  In to le ran ce  w ith  cruel  dcri fion Í had long denied 

to  Iriflimen. Pride*, and even p o w e r ,  o p p o fe d  feeble 

barriers  to m a n ly — w e l l-con d uétcd  reafon,  and the whit- 

p ers  o f  p a rty  w e re  loft  in the ful l-toned energy of  the i r -  

refii l ible voice o f  t ru th .  W it h  folemn confidence w e  n o w  

a p p e a l  to  the fenfe o f  the nation, w h e th e r  w e  are to  

abandon tor ev er  the advantages obtained by  o u r  cou n 

t ry m e n  ? A r e  w e ,  with w orfe  than filial ingratitude, 

a h o u t ,  not only  to forget,  but  to infult  the fatigues and 

th e  fucceffes of  that ever  to be r c fp e & e d  B o d y  ? S h a l l  w e  

after  witneffing the d ay  of  Irifli freedom b r e a k  in u po n  us,  

w i th  unrivalled luf tre ,  fuffer it to be for ev er  c louded b y  

thofe  w h o ,  to ufe the  w ords  o f  B o l in g b r o k e ,  cc w o u ld  

“  not h ave  parted for  conjurors,  even in the times of  

<c darknefs ,  fuperftit ion and ignorance ?” — W h o  w i l l  

aflert that  the Irifh V o l u n t e e r s  armed for the p u rp o fe  of  

o n e  d a y ,  bringing ab o u t  an U n io n  with  England ? H a s  

any man a head fo w e a k ,  o r  a heart  fo d e p ra v e d ,  as for 

a  moment to 'lend belief to fuch an aflkrtion ? Ce rta in ly  

no man. T h e i r  generous minds grafped nobler o b j e t s ,  

th e y  purfued and obtained national Independence and n a 

tional H o n or .  And is there in exiftence an Ir ifhman— a 

difinterefted man— a man out  o f  the verge  o f  the C o u r t ,  
a n d  independant o f  its favors ,  w h o  c o u ld  on ferious r e 

f le x io n  advife us to g iv e  u p ,  w h a t  w a s  obtained b y  v a lo r  

and firmnefs, to the folicitations of  corrupt ,  o r  the f tra-

$ W as  it not mockery in (lead o f  relief to give us permiflion to 
plant Tobacco, and encourage the growth of  Hemp : yet tKey 
were granted as important favors to this Kingdom.— Riium 
teneatis?

tagems
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tagcms of  defigning ambition. N o ,  there is not a man 

w h o  has judgment to difcern, and boldncfs to act  a c c o rd 

ing to the di&ates  of  that judgm ent,  w h o  could  advife 

fuch a meafure as an Union ; on the con trary  he w o u ld  

refil l  the delufion, and with contempt r e je f t  a meafure 

replete  with ruin. T h e  queftion is not of  a p r iv ate  but  

a  general  nature, involving every  intereft, and com pre

hending every fituation, and demands the honeft opp o fi -  

tion of  every man friendly to the interefts o f  his C o u n tr y ,  

and defirous to maintain its independence and refpeéta-  
bility.

T h e  Houfe of  Lord s ,  on whofe  judgm ent and .integrity 

the nation part icular ly  relies, are called upon in a p e c u 

liar manner to oppofe  an U n io n — general applaufe  will  

give confidence to the oppoiit ion. T h e y  wil l  not forget  

the famous A y le f b u r y  cafe, w h e r e  they were  fupported 
againft the opinion of the national Reprefentatives,  though 

the favorite branch of  the Legif la ture ,  becauie the N o 

bles aóted in fu p p o rt  of  legal  rights, and enforced the re

g u lar  execution of  ancient la w .  T h e i r  attachment to the 

good of the realm indifpofed them to fee old foundations 

w eakened,  or land-m arks rem oved,  though under the 

moil  plaufible pretences,  fince by  every fuch innovation, 
the fubjeél would  be a lofer.

W e  do not aflert, becaufe uninftru&ed on the fubjeéï ,  
that the Houfe of Commons is not qualified to give up its 
o w n  and the nation’s rights, by  confenting to an Union,, 
but  w e  will  give the words of M r.  L o c k e  on the fubjeél—

“  A  Parliament cannot annul the Conftitution —  it is

“  limited
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«  limited to the public  good o f  the fociety.  It  is a p o w e r  

«  that  hath  no other  end than prefervation, and therefore  

“  cannot defignedly impoveri ih  the f u b je f t ;  for the obli-

“  gâtions of  the L a w  of  N a t u r e  ceafe not in fociety.”_

C a p .  II.  on the E x t e n t  o f  the Legif la t ive  P o w e r .

P atr iot ic  men on e v e r y  ground wi ll  o p p o fe  it: th ey  p e r 

ceive the confequence o f  it— T a x e s  encreafed, Abfenteea 

be yon d  calculat ion,  and provincia l  parties court ing p o w e r  

b u t  as the inftrument of vengeance. A  man w h o  va lu ed  
his  country  w o u ld  haften from a Junto  o f  Englifh C l e r k s ,  

and Englifli  A g e n ts ,  f inging a R equiem  to the repofe o f  

Ir ifh  H o n o u r  and Irifh Independence : it w o u ld  grate  
u p o n  his ears ,  it w o u ld  p r o v o k e  his indignation.

M e n  in mercantile life, if not from motives o f  general  

go o d ,  at  leaft from p r iv ate  intereft, muft r e je f t  a meafure 

direé l ly  tending to ere6t Britifh C o m m e rce  on the ruin o f  

Iri fh T r a d e .  W e  are told of  the friendfhip the Englifh  

M erch a n ts  w o u ld  h a v e  for tbofe of this cou ntry ,  but fhal l  

w e  for a moment p lace  confidence in their h o l l o w  profef- 

fions ? W i l l  o u r  refpeéïable  and honorable  M erchants  be

l ie ve ,  they fhould h a v e  an equal participation in Enelifh  

advan tages  and refources N e v e r .  M an y,  in cafe o f  an

O n io n ,  w o u ld  be the waters  o f  bitternefs that  w o u ld  
fp r m g  from the fpirit o f  Engliih  m „ nop oly , and the

unfeeling temper of  its T r a d e .  H e a r  one o f  their fir ft

M anufacturers,  * a man of  Angular  fpirit and a c c o m p l i t

* Mr. Wedgewood, the proprietor and founder o f  thpnnnvi 

^ L  n mailufa* 0li«- at « “ ri!*», «ear Newcaftle, ^afford
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ment: <c M a n k in d  (faid he)  m a y  as natura l ly  expe<5l  

<c fancy in mathematics,  as friendfhip in Englifh trade.*’

W h a t  w o u ld  the men of  landed p r o p e r ty  derive from 

an U n ion ,  but  the lofs of  P arl iam entary  honors,  and an 

excluiion from all  thofe advantages that give v igou r  to the 

purfuit ,  and ornament to the acquiiition of  F o r tu n e ? —  

W h a t  could they e x p e é t ,  but  increafed T a x a t i o n ,  and 
impoveri ihed T e n a n t r y ?

W h a t  an injury w o u l d  the E a r  fuftain, in its emolu

ments and reputation,  by  the rem oval  of the Parl iament,  

w h ic h  w o u ld  effectually  exclude m an y  of  its moft fplendid 

ornaments from ever attaining fuccefs ? W e  fhould  then 

h a v e  but  the Pioneers o f  the profeflion, h e av i ly  armed 

w ith  b la c k  letter learning, and encumbered b y  precedents 

— unenlivened by  genius, and undecorated b y  e loquence.  

T a k e  a w a y  Parl iam ent from the y o u n g  men of  brill iant 

and fpirited talent, and w e  remove the direét road they 

could purfue to eminence. A l l  men are not qualified for 

lh a t  patient, undeviating attention, that  enfures fuccefs to 

the  laborious profefTor : fome prefer imagination to fci- 

cnce, and w ou ld  fucceed by the wind when they w o u ld  
fail at the oar .  I t  is our  facred duty, to be cautious h o w  

w e  fuffer the y o u n g  fhoots of genius and talent,  that ,  p r o 

p e r ly  fuflained, might advance the boundaries o f  fcience, 

o r  enlarge the flores of wifdom, to wither  on the ground, 

uncultured and unproteéled: or,  under pretence o f  falu- 

ta r y  meafures,  indulge a malevolence that delights in de-  

preffiog talent,  becaufe envious of  its bri ll iancy. W a s  

that  accooiplifl ied child of nature, Huffey B u r g h ,  when

living,



l iv in g ,  to hear  of  fuch an intended injury  to that  profeffion 

o f  which  he w as  the brighteft ornam ent,  in indignation he 

w o u l d  give fcope to that fedufl ive  and irreii i l ible e lo 

quence that a l lo w e d  him no com p et i tor— and w o u ld  ani

mate the m od  languid to the re je i t ion  o f  a m eafure , m e

nacing the extinél ion of  every  thing graceful  and bri ll iant 

in oratory .  H e  w o u ld  never  liften to the b r e a k in g  u p  of  

the political  h ot-bed ,  in w h ic h  e v e r y  fertile variety  o f  

genius burfls  into cffloreicence. H o w  w o u ld  a noble  

L o r d ,  j* o ver  w h o fe  tomb humanity and li terature  lo n g  

w i l l  w e e p ,  was he an Iri fhman, rejeét with indignation an 

Union ; his capacious m ind,ftored w ith  li terary  treafures,  

and his luxuriant  fancy chaftened b y  a correét  and l ib era l  

tafte,  w o u ld  o pp o fe  with all  their graceful  energy, a  con

demnation of every  thing dear  and eil imable to man. H e  

w o u l d  encourage and toiler talent  in its native lan d ,  and 

not fuffer it to feek advantages ab road ,  it could lo a d m i r a 

bly  enjoy at home.

T h o f e  men w h o  eafy in manner, and indolent in habit,  

pafs idly y e t  not infignificantly th ro ugh  life, perceive at  

the firft g lance,  h o w  fatal an U n ion  w o u ld  p ro v e  to their 

focieties, pleafuces,  and refources.  In faét, as far as our  

views extend,  w e  can perceive an U n ion  but  as a painted 

fepulchre to entomb our  honor ,  opulence and comforts.

W e  are part icular ly  called upon

“ T o  intermit no watch 
“  Againit the wakeful foe.”

( 9 )

t  Lord Mansfield— Quandoullum inveniemus Parem?
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( 10 )

W e  are told it is indifpenfable to prevent a repetition or 

the diflurbances that la te ly  difgraced this country. It 

cannot be diffembled, that exceffes have been committed, 
f r o m  t h e  recolleélion of  w h ich  hnmanity retires b lu fh ing;  

bu t  Irifhmen difown them, as ever  having had birth in 

their land. A n  a f l iv e  and virulent  enemy, ever  on the 

■watch to e x t e n d  its w id e-w ail ing  calamities, fuccefsfully 

e m ployed  emiffaries in this kingdom for many years  paft ,  

diffeminating doctrines,  recommending the fubverfion of  

its Con i l i tut ion ,  and the removal  of  the enemies of  fuch 

doólrines,  by  fccret t rea ch e ry ,  as w e l l  as open rebellion. 
cc In their brutal  luft,  neighing aiter the conilitution of 

«  their neighbours,  they firft def lower  the unwill ing or

half-confenting viélims ; and with their ruffian daggers  

*c ftifle the voice and the remembrance of the pol lut ion .” !  

W e  w i l l  affert with confidence, th at  the natural temper of  

Iri fhmen in difguft w o u ld  licken at propofals of  affaffina- 
tion, and w a r m ly  c o n d e m n  w h a t  it i l rongly  abhorred ;  it 

never had exi ilence here, but  came from a country,  that 

b y  its arts w o u ld  ruin the kingdom , it could never con

q u e r  by its arms*

A n d  is it n o w ,  after defeating the moil  fanguine hopes 

of the enemies of our Conftitution, after rallying around, 

and giving it new confidence, by  ihewing our attachment, 
w h e n  affailed on every fide by enemies far from infignifi- 

c a n t — is it n o w  w e  are called u po n  to give it u p ,  and 

t r a n s f e r  t o  others w h a t  has been defended by  national valor ,  

and by a g en e rou s p T o f u f i o n  of  national blood? A r e  w e

% Purfuits of Literature.
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( II )

to o  impotent for the t r a d  of  the g o vern m en t  of  o u r  ifland? 

H a s  any de lufive enchantment fufpended the exert ion  ot 

t h o fc  p ow e rs  w e  fo la te ly  and fo fuccefsfully em p lo y e d  ?

I  a p p e a l  to any man in calm and fober fenfe, w h e t h e r  it 

w a s  for an Union the Irifh Y e o m a n r y  embodied ? W a s  it 

for an U n ion  th ey  yielded up domeftic com fort  and indul

gence to b ecom e ioldiers,  at the exp en ce  of all thofe b la n -  

difhmcnts that  foften and enliven exi ftence ? M e n  the 

m o i l  averfe  to a r m s ,  forgett ing every  iuggeftion of  pr ivate  

grati f ication, infpired b y  va lo u r  and patr ioti fm, w e r e  the 

foremoft  to  come fo rw a rd  and attach themfelves to the 

banners  of the Conft itution, with  an a lacr ity  that  no man 

w i l l  affert was infpired and fupported  by the h o p e  o f  an 

Un ion .  N o  fuch h o p e  fuftained the Y e o m a n ,  nor the 

profeflional foldier,  in the laborious and dangerous dif- 

c h a r g e  of  duty .  T h e  Confti tution w a s  a ttacke d  by do

meftic p e r f i d y ,  i t w a s  menaced with  foreign invafion;  there  

w e r e  the claims on o u r  exert ion:  the claims were  not 

va in ,  the exertions w e r e  unequal led,  and the confequence 

has been the total  ruin of a Rebel l ion ,  planned with inge

nuity ,  but  purfued with temerity,  and concluded in me

rited infamy and abhorrence.

In cafe of an Union a material  difadvantage w ould  re- 

fult  to us by  the further increafe o f  Abfcntees ,  a lready  io 

injurioutly numerous. W h a t  man, whofe  p rop erty  w o u l d  

enable him to live in England,  the feat of  G overnm ent,  

A rts ,  Science, C o m m e rce ,  and Pieafure,  w o u ld  confent to 

live in his native land, a dai ly wit nefs to its degradation,  

its infignificance and poverty .  England in that  cafe w o uld  

be the emporium tor all  that  Ireland could derive from
B  % o ther
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oth e r  nations;  whilf t  Ireland would  h ave  the painful r e 

f le x i o n ,  that at the moment fortune w as  about  to enrich 

her  ifîe, by  the return of  order,  and renovation of  com 

merce, flie rejected her favors,  and gave to the guardian- 

fhip of others,  that honor arid opulence fhe ftiould perifh 

ere fhe w o u ld  abandon. Remaining as we are,  our C o n -  

il itution ftrengthened and invigorated, will  extend to us 

the moil  beneficial efFeéls; the inftruments o f  rebellion 

being rem oved,  the p e o p le  become anxicuá to f h e k e r  

themfelves under the fhade of tlieir ancient and falutary 

la w s .  W e  are not ignorant,  for it cannot be concealed,  

th at  from thofe convuli ions that la te ly  agitated our land,  

part ies  h ave  g r o w n  u p ,  much to the diftraétion of  the 

public  mind, and much to the injury o f  public  profperity : 

veiling their i ll iberal defigns under the fpecious pretence 

o\ general  advantage,  they may endeavour to promote an 

U nion betw een the tw o  kingdoms, with as much fervency, 

but  w e  truft,  lefs fuccefs, than they have effeéled difunion 
in this. P a r ty  deiires are impotent w h e n  oppofed to ge

neral  claims ; and the n a rro w  bigotry  that characterizes  

a poli tical ,  l ike that which marks a religious party ,  c a n 

not bear the ftrong tefts ot truth and real'on.

W c  are informed of  the Scottifh Union as an argument 

for confenting to an Irifh one, but the faót is, it is a m a t
ter of rejeélion for Ireland,  nor are w e  confident that it 

has been one ot advantage to Scotland, at leail  it 

w a s  by  no means relifhed by the Scots ; Scotland, la b o 

rious in the induftry of  its inhabitants, has by  no means 

the fertile foil, nor genial climate o f  th ountry  : its 

C ourts  ot L a w  Were entire!} influenced by  the deiires of

the



the  C ro\vn,  and that  alone muft h a v e  entailed innume

r a b le  miferies on the K in g d o m . E v e r y  man is informed 

o f  the means em p loy ed  to bring a b o u t  th at  U n io n ,  and 

a l t h o u g h  unrejiriaed *  on the fu b je & ,  w e  fhould  o nly  

f a t i g u e  by any detail .  H o w  w e l l  the T r e a t y  o f  U n ion  

w a s  obferved ap p e ar s  from the conduót of  t h e J3ritifh 1 a i -  

l iam ent,  in a feffion o r  tw o  afterwards. I re la n d ,  fep a-  

rated by a n  extenfive  ocean from E n glan d ,  te m p e i a te  in 

c limate, and inhabited by  a bra v e  and hardy race ,  r e -  

quires b u t  the hand of  induftry and encouragem ent,  to 

m a k e  it one of the richeft of iftands : it is o u r  duty to be 

cautious h o w  w e  deprive it o f  the motives that  ftimulate 

to  induftry ,  and rem ove from it the means o f  fu p p ly in g  

encouragem ent.  Entirely tree f rom  thofe circumftances  

that  might have  rendered an U n ion  of  a d van tage  to S c o t 

land, it is p art icu lar ly  fo of any corrup tio n  on the legal  

B e n c h .  T h e  independence of  our  Judges (exc lu i ive  of  

any effeét from their referved and retired tem per,)  is fe~ 

cured b y  Par l iam e n t  ; and bo th  the L a w s  themfelves and 

the Profeffors are tinged with  the mild and l ib e ia l  cha-  
raéter ,  w h ic h  the progrcfs  of Ph i lofoph y  and Science ne

v e r  fails to m ake.

T h «  m od  inveterate enemies of Ireland muft a l lo w  that 

in the gloomieft days of  prejudice,  its inhabitants w e re  
a r d e n t  lovers  of  juft ice,  and preferred the equal adminif- 

t ra t io n o f  Engliih l a w ,  to the wi ld but  venerable  inftitu-

*  22nd July, 1706, Queen Anne ifiued an Order o f  Council, 
that all perfons concerned in diicourfe or libel, or in laying 
w a g e r s  relating to the Union, fhould be puniihed with the utmolt 
rigour of the Law.

tions
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tiens of their o w n ,  or  the  f la t ter ing  v a n i ty  o f  nat ional  in 

dependence .  T h i s  is a l l o w e d  b y  A u thors , t  certa inly  n ot  

f a v o r a b le  to I re la n d ,  an d  w h o m  n othing  b u t  co n v ié l io n  

c o u ld  h a v e  ind uced  to m a k e  the affert ion. A n d  can  a n y  

m an h a v e  th e  confidence to affert  th a t  the  fun o f  S c i e n c e ,  

fhining with  meridian v i g o u r  o v e r  E u r o p e j f o r  fom e c e n t u 

ries,  h u n g  in iu llen ecl ipfe o v e r  this u n fo rtu n ate  lan d  > 

w h o  c o u ld  be  bold e n o u g h  to  h a z a r d  the affertion,  w h o  
m a d  e n o u g h  to g ive  it credit.  L e t  us l o o k  f rom  one e x 

tr e m ity  o f  the G lo b e  to  a n o t h e r ,  t a k e  a b r o a d  and in te l 

ligent v i e w  o f  the  different C o u n tr i e s  t h a t  c o m p o fe  it ,  an d  

w h e r e  f h a i l  w e  find one th a t  has  p r o f p e r e d  in the  m a n n e r  

o f  Ire land ? N o t w i t h f t a n d in g  th e  la r g e  fums d r a w n  for  

t h e  prefent  w7a r ,  a l l  the  d i fco u ra g in g  c ir c u m ila n c e s  a t 

tending a p p r e h e n f io n s  of  I n v a f io n ,  and a l l  th e  u n h a p p y  

confequences  t h a t  ev e r  muft  re fu l t  f rom  inteftine c o m m o 

tion,  h a v e  not  o u r  C o m m e r c e ,  R e f o u r c e s  and R e f p c ó l a -  

bi l ity  attained an e le v a t io n ,  th a t  twTenty  y e a r s  iince o u r  

m o i l  fanguine h o p e s  did not  a fp ire  to  ? H a v e  w e  not  a d 

v a n c e d  m o r e  th a n  g r a d u a l l y  in the perfeél ion of the  

A r t s ,  S c iences ,  E le g a n c ie s  and Refinements*  t h a t  blefs 

an d  ado rn  life,  and beft m a r k  the a d v a n c e m e n t  of a C o u n 

t r y  ? H a v e  not  the  P e o p l e ,  even in the midil  of th e  la te  

R e b e l l i o n ,  p r o v e d  th e ir  L o y a l t y ,  b y  c r u fh in g  the ferpent 

o f  D e m o c r a c y ,  at the m om e n t  it wTas a t te m p tin g  to e n 

tw in e  a ro un d  o u r  C o n i l i tu t io n  ? T h e y  f u p p o r t e d ,  th e y  

maintained, th e y  fecured th a t  ineft imable Conjlitution, \

w h e n

t  Sir John Davis, Stainhurst, Spencer, See.
J A  Conilitution, fays \  oltaire, the wonder and the orna

ment o f  Europe.
Si Antiquitatem fpe&es vetuftiffima, ii dignitatem Nobiliflima, 

fi au&oritatem ampliflima.----- Sir Edward Coke.



w h e n  its enemies w e r e  ab o ut  to lay  the a x e  to  it , and 

w i t h  hideous ruin w e r e  p rep a r in g  to o vertu rn  that  b e au t i

ful Edifice, com pofed  of  but  three orders,  K i n g ,  L o r d s ,  

and C o m m ons ; under the fliade of  w h ic h  Induftry  meets 

r e w a r d ,  and f o r r o w  finds a l leviat ion, and w h o f e  b e au t i 

ful fym m etry  and venerable  antiquity a t tra é l  the  adm ira

tion, and chal lenge  the refpeét  o f  admiring Nations.

F o r  m an y  years  prior  to the late R e b e l l io n  no art  w a s  
negleéted, no fpring w a s  fuffered inanimate, th at  cou ld  

b y  a n y  means e x a fp e ra te  the P e o p le  againft the G o v e r n 

ment, b u t  on the fide of L o y a l t y  all  w a s  v o lu n t a r y ,  un

e x p e c t e d ,  va lo rou s  and rapid,  and fortu nate ly  a l l  has  

been fuccefsful. W e  h a v e  feen ourfe lves ,  and w e  h a v e  
f h e w n  to o th e r  N at ion s  w h a t  exertions this C o u n t r y  is 

c a p a b le  of  performing, and w h a t  refources  it poffefles,  to 

defeat even the beft-planned fchemes o f  its enemies. W e  

h a v e  evidently evinced th at  the  N a t io n  is z e a l o u f l y  a t 

tached to L a w  and O r d e r ,  and a c k n o w le d g e s  “  that  

“  ev e ry  j e w e l  p lu c k e d  from the cro w n  o f  M a j e i l y ,  w o u l d  

“  be  made ufe of  as a bribe to corrup tio n ,  it might  en- 

ec rich  the few w h o  iliared, but  w o u ld  in faéi impoverish

“  the p u b l ic .n||------ B u t  whilft  thus a t tached  to ,  and thus

determined to fu p po rt  o u r  prefent  Con i l i tut ion ,  w e  are ,  

it  is to  be h o p e d ,  unanimous that  fuch attachm ent,  and 

fuch fup po rt ,  w o u ld  prove more effeétual ,  and certainly  

more honorable ,  w h e n  coming as the free and generous

II Do&or Goldfmith.

offer
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offer  o f  an indépendant N a tio n , than  w h e n  claimed and em

a i l e d  as the p r o p o r t io n  o f  a province. H a s  not  the  N a 

tion fufficient e n e r g y  and fufficient abi li ty  w ith in  itfelf, to 

r e m o v e  e v e ry  d i ia d v a n ta g e  u n d er  w h i c h  it m a y  fuiFer ? 

D o e s  it n ot  in its o w n  b o fo m  poffefs p o w e r  a d e q u a t e  to  

a n y  n ecef lary  e x e r t i o n  ? A n d  for  w h a t  p u r p o f e  f h a l l  w e  

folicit o r  admit  the interference of o th e rs  to e x e c u t e ,  w h a t  

w e  ou rfe lv e s  a r e  fo c a p a b le  of p e r fo rm in g  ?

W e  a r e  in form ed,  t h a t  in cafe  o f  an  U n i o n ,  I r e la n d  w i l l  

b e  w e l l  r e p re fe n te d  in th e  B r i t i fh  P a r l i a m e n t — Credat 

'J u d c e u s  A  fe lla .  T h e  re p re fe n ta t ion  o f  S c o t l a n d  w i l l

f e r v e  a s  a  b e a c o n  if w e  difdain n o t  i n f t r u & io n .  *  W h a t  

w i fe  m a n  w o u l d  b e l ie v e ,  th a t  a  f e w l r i i h  m e m b e r s ,  e le é led  

' p r o b a b l y  f rom  the in f luence of exte n f iv e  f o r t u n e ;  ref id ing  

'a t  a diftance f rom  their  n at ive  foil ,  and u n d er  th e  g u id an ce  

o f  a Brit i fh  M in i f te r ,  w o u l d  c o n lu l t  I r i fh  interef t ,  an d  p r o 

m o te  Ir i fh  in d ep en d e n ce .  W o u l d  t h e y  not  p r e f e r  Brit i fh  

i n t e r e i l ;  e fp e c ia l ly  w h e n  c la fh ing  w i t h  Ir i fh .

* * ’ *

E v e r y  m an  is a c q u a in te d  w i t h  the  fafc inations t h a t  fur-  

r o u n d  the C o u r t  ; and t h a t  fp le n d or  w h i c h  d a z z l e s ,  and 

n o t  in freq uen t ly  c o r r u p t s  th o fe  a c c u f t o m e d  to  its g l a r e ,  

w o u l d  h a v e  no w e a k  e f fe f t  on  thofe  w h o  from n o v e l t y  

' w o u l d  adm ire ,  and from admiration o f  its e le g a n ce ,  w o u l d  

gain  dei ire  to p a r t a k e  o f  its l u x u r y .  S h o u l d  th e  Britifh. 

M in i f te r  then  a d van ce  his p r o p o fa ls ,  w h a t  w o u l d  b e co m e  

of the Ir ifh  fu p po rter s  in the B rit i fh  P a r l i a m e n t  ? W 'h ere

•  Although the tax on Malt  in Scotland was oppofed by every 
Scotch Peer and Commoner in either Houfe, it was carried by the 
Minister, ia direft breach o f  one of  the Articles o f  the Union.

- then



then w o u ld  be the f w o m  defenders of  o u r  L a w s ,  o u r  C o m 

m erce ,  and advantages  ? T h e y  w o u l d  remain f ilent ,  or 

their voices w o u l d  p r o v e  too  w e a k  o r  to o  few  to  be heard  

in fuch an affenibly.  T h e y  w e r e  m en,  and did not  íe f i ít  

c o r r u p t io n .  M e n a n d e r  laid, lo n g  fince,  <c It  is M a n ,  his 

“  name expla ins  the re f t .”  Y e t  fome m en,  f rom  princi

p l e ,  from p rid e ,  from difintereftednefs,  or  from th at  h o n o r  

w h i c h  is the p r o te f t i o n  and o rn a m e n t  of v i r tu e ,  if not v i r 

tue itfelf, fteadily and in v a r ia b ly  purfuing  the r e a l  a d v a n 

tage of their c o u n t r y ,  wTo u ld ,  w e  m a k e  no d o u b t ,  re jeét  
w i t h  generous  indignation a l l  th at  minifterial  profu i io n  

cou ld  b e fto w ,  o r  all  th at  p o p u l a r  z e a l  cou ld  offer to the  

w a r m c ft  advocates  o f  its in tem perance .  Y e t  even the 

confiant  offers o f  tem ptat ion  to an honeft  m an w o u l d  be  

difguft ing, to a w e a k  m an d an ge rou s .  I l i f tor ians  in form  
us, the dogs  o f  E g y p t  d r in k  ru nning,  a p p r e h e n f iv e  of the 

C ro c o d i le s  of the N i l e ;  the  a p p l icat ion  I  fear w o u l d  then 

fuit our  w o r t h y  members at  the o t h e r  fide of  the w a t e r .  

T o o  few to m a k e  a form idable  ftand as a b o d y ,  S c y t h ia n -  

l ik e ,  their batt les  fh o u ld  be fought  f ly ing, and w e  might 

re a fon a b ly  fup pofe ,  that  in the  cou rfe  o f  eight  ye ars  the  

braveft  and the hardieft ,  u n e n cou ra g e d  b y  h o p e ,  and u n -  

f u p p o r t e d  by  fuccefs,  might  forget  their v a lo r ,  and r e l a x  

their  refolution. Indo lence  and effeminacy w'ould,  in f u c h  

a  time, w i t h o u t  a n y  aid, p r o v e  fufficient to fap  the f o u n d a 

tion of thofe virtues,  that  initead of  fu p p o rt in g  and a d o r n 

ing their native lan d ,  lent  afliftance to its ruin, b y  b e co m 

ing advocates  for its dependence.

T h e  Friends of  an U n ion  further  ob fe rve ,  th at  it w o u l d  

c f f e & u a l ly  fecure this c o u n tr y  from a n y  future  rebellion

C  o r

( i7  )
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o r  d i í t u r b a n c e ;  b ut  w e  c a n n o t  p e r c e iv e  on w h a t  g r o u n d  

it is u r g e d :  w e  do  not  find t h a t  the  U n io n  o f  S c o t la n d  

p r e v e n te d  t w o  d a n g e r o u s  R e b e l l i o n s ,  th a t  w e r e  n e a r ly  fa

ta l  to  the  re p o fe  of  the  c o u n t r y ,  n o r  p r e v e n t  riots from 

t a k in g  p la c e ,  in o u r  o w n  m e m o r y ,  th a t  e v e r y  friend to 

S c o t l a n d  blufl ies  at r e m e m b e r in g .

Is it to  be im agined,  th a t  r e m o v in g  not  o n ly  the  fpir-it 

b u t  the  em blem s o f  the M o n a r c h y  f rom  the k i n g d o m ,  

w o u l d  tend to tranquil i fe  domeft ic  uneafinefs ,  o r  a w e  th e  

p r e f u m p t u o u s  darings of an e n e m y ,  th a t ,  to ufe the w o r d s  

o f  S h a k e f p e a r e ,  “  h a th  no m or e  m e r c y  than  th e r e  is m i lk  

cc in a m ale  t y g e r ; ”  an en e m y e v e r  a ét ive  in fcatter ing  its 

doctr ines  th r o u g h  e v e r y  c o u n t r y  o f  the  g lo b e ,  and p r o 

m otin g  w ith  fervid e n e r g y ,  th e  w o r f h i p  of the G eniu s  of  

t h e  ri fing R e p u b l i c .  W o u l d  not  that  e n e m y ,  in o u r  then 

p o l i t ic a l  n igh t ,  e n d e a v o u r  to r e v e n g e  w i t h  p ik e s  and fti l-  

le to s ,  the  injuries  fuftained f rom  ca n n o n ,  and from intre

pidity .

W e  a r e  alfo  inform ed,  that  an U n i o n  w o u l d  e f fe c tu a l ly  

p a l f y  the g r o w t h  o f  thofe  P a r t ie s  t h a t  r e v iv e  w i th  m a l i g 

n a n t  a c t iv i ty  anim ohties  w h i c h  e v e r y  friend to his c o u n t r y  

h a d  h o p e d  w e r e  n e v e r  aga in  to exift .  W e  h ad  n e v e r  c o n 

ce ived ,  th a t  the extenfion  o f  prlvil iges to a n u m e rou s ,  a n d ,  

in g e n e r a l ,  lo y a l  b o d y  o f  m en,  th r o u g h  the g e n e r o u s  c l e 

m en cy  of the L e g is la tu re ,  w a s  again  to  m eet  o p p o f i t i o n  

f ro m  the Defcendants o f  a G ordon . f  In the b r e a i ts  of one

P a r t y

Quod genus hoe Hominum, quaeve hunc tam barbara morem 
permitdt Patria? Hofpitis prohibemur arenac; Bella cient, pri- 
maque vetant confistere Terra. Lord
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P a r t y  we had believed no fentiment cou ld  o p e r a te  b u t  

grat itu de ,  in thofe of  the o ther  P a r t y  only l ib eral ity .  In 

o th e r  countries ,  and at o ther  times, part ies h a v e  actcd on 
g e n e r a l  and broad princ ip le— here, from p r iv ate  m a le v o 

le n c e ;  not aótuated by  general  go od ,  b u t  inflamed by in

dividual malice.  Paff ion or intereft m ay create z e a l  
am on g  them, but  w h a t  can give l iabi lity to e r r o r ,  or u n i

formity  to i l l iberal e x c lu f io n :  their opinions w i l l  loon be 

re jec led  in t h e o r y ,  w h e r e  men can th in k ,  and in p r a & i c e ,  

w h e r e  men can a & ,  with  freedom. S u c h  parties  tend to 

their diffolution from their b ir th ;  they are abort ions, b o rn  

o n l y  to  (cream, and peril'll, and leave  thofe to c o n t e m p t ,  

w h o f e  kindnefs nurfed them into mifchicf.” t  In the p r e -  

fent tem p er  of the times w e  cannot  e x p e é ï  to  be heard 

w i th  im p a rt ia l i ty ;  but w e  (hall  not facrifice T r u t h - w e  

fpeak  as men anxious  for the indépendance ,  p r o p e r t y ,  and 

prefent  eftablifhments  of the K i n g d o m ,  and defirous to 

maintain them by unanimity,  confidence,  and a m a n ly  

a v o w a l  of fentiment.  W e  f p e a k  as men w h o  cannot fa

v o r  thofe part ies ,  becaufe  th ey  are c o r r u p t ,  and cannot
f e a r  them, b e cau fe  th ey  are im potent .  W e  w o u ld  afk,  is

it in a ftate o f  poli t ica l  convalefcence  th at  P a r t y  in o u ld  > 

ex e rt  ingenuity to gain in f luence?  Is it n o t  a prof-  

titution o f  ta lent ,  to m a k e  ufe o f  it in fuch a caufe,  

and at fucli a time ? W h a t  can be derived from it, but  

political ferment, and pr iv ate  p ique ? T h e  induflry o f  the

Lord Boliirgbroke, fpeaking of  the bigotted temper of Party, 
faid,he ihould not be furprifed i f  the Plague was laid to the charge 
of  the Catholics, as well as the Fire. Had his lordfhip lived in 
our day, he might probably not only find men liberal to ahert, but 
intelligent enough to believe it.

i  Taxafion no Tyranny.
p e o p le
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p e o p l e ,  the b e d  fou rce  o f  n a t io n a l  w e a l t h ,  is i n t e r r u p t e d ,  

minds a r e  in l lam ed ,  and difabled f rom  the exe rc i fe  of th e ir  

p o w e r s  ; in faé l ,  in fuch  a v o r t e x  is f w a l l o w e d  u p  e v e r y  

th in g  t h a t  can  dignify o r  o r n a m e n t  o u r  n a t u r e .  O u r  p i c 

tu r e  is n o t  im a g i n a r y ;  w e  h a v e  no field for the cxerc i fe  of 

f a n c y ,  n o r  do  w e  c o u r t  the  em be l l i fhm e n ts  of  e lo q u e n c e  ; 

w e  w o u l d  c a r r y  convió l ion  to  the  u n p r e ju d ic e d ,  for P a r t y  

is t o o  fophif t icated  to  adm it  a n y  th ing  l ik e  p la in ,  u n v a r *  
nifhed tru th .

T h e  n o b le  an d d i f l inguifhed V e t e r a n  w h o ,  bending  

u n d e r  L a u r e l s ,  a c c e p t e d  the G o v e r n m e n t  of this C o u n t r y ,  

in times that  d e m a n d e d  even th e  firmnefs and ta le n t  of a 

C o r n w a l l i s ,  h a s  u n i fo rm ly  ev in ced  his d i f a p p r o b a t i o n  o f  

P a r t y ,  b y  d i fcountenancing  i ts h ig h e ft  an d  w a r m e d  

L e a d e r s  : th e  i te r h n g  C o i n ,  n o t  th e  counterfe i ts

o f  L o y a l t y ,  pafs  c u r r e n t  a t  the  C a i l l e .  A s  w a s  faid 

o f  a  m u ch  v a lu e d  PredeceiTor o f  his— cc his v ir tue s  a r e  his 

«  a r t s . ”  T h a t  N o b l e m a n  feems to re ign  in th e  h e a r ts  

o f  his fubjeóls ,  an d  his c l e m e n c y  invites e v e n  th e  difaf- 

f e c le d  to forge t  their  fchem es, and fe e k  in the  p u r f u i t  o f  

m d u i l i v  obl iv ion o f  baffled difloyalty# IVIercy w a s  e v e r  

a n  a t t r ib u te  o f  v a l o r ,  an d  w e  m a y  fay  o f  him  as w a s  faid 

of one of  the  m o i l  d i i l inguifhed  W a r r i o r s  o f  antiquity  :

1" ortune  did n o t  g iv e  him a n y  th ing  g r e a te r  than  th e  

p o w e r  of p r e f e r v i n g  t l .  l ives  o f  fuch  m ult i tud es ,  n o r  N a 

tu r e  a n y  thing better  than  the w i l l  to  e f fe f t  it.

N ik ü  habet nee Fortum  tua majus, quam ut poffis, nec 
natura tua melius quam ut velis confervare quam flurem os.

— Cicero fr o  L i ° x

M a n y



M a n y  w o u ld  h a v e  the L o r d  L ie u te n a n t  o f  this K i n g 

d o m  armed w ith  the inftruments of  v e n g e a n c e ,  and e x 

tending defolation ; t h e y  w o u l d  h a v e  him rcfemble H e l l ’s 

gri fly  T y r a n t ,  w h o  rules

“  O ’er filent fubjeéts and a trembling train.” *

B u t  luch dominion w o u l d  ill fuit a mind e x p a n d e d  by  va» 

lo u r  and benevolence,  it w^ould be defpifed by  one w h o  

u n riva l led  as a S o ld ie r ,  n ev er  forgo t  his feelings as a 

M a n  : thofe feellings w i l l  p r o v e  his beft r e w a r d , t h e y  gave  

added luftre  to the bri ll iant ec lat  o f  his y o u t h ,  th e y  wTill 

p r o v e  the  ornam ent  and confolation of his years .  B o r 

r o w i n g  the  la n g u a g e  o f  L o n g in u s — cc H e  wil l  n o w  r e -  

cc femble the fetting S u n ,  he w i l l  lofe his vivid fplendor ,  

yet  retain his g e n e ra l  w a r m t h ,  and  p leafe  m ore though 

<c he m a y  d a z z l e  lefs. ,,

In ta k in g  a v i e w  o f  the T r a d e  o f  Ire lan d ,  w h ic h  of la te  

interrupted,  fecms n o w  on the r e c o v e r y ,  w e  im mediately  

p e r c e iv e  h o w  g r e a t  has  been its increafe within  the laft  

tw e n t y  years.  T h i s  a p p e a r s  from the large  fums w h i c h  

o f  late  h a v e  been laid o u t  in inclofing, m a n u rin g ,  c u l t i 

vat ing  and adorning the g e n e ra l  furface o f  the  C o u n t r y ,

•  I  cannot conceive under Heaven (which in its wifdom tole
rates all forts of beings) a more contemptible wretch than one 
bloated with pride and arrogance, without civil knowledge, or 
military ikill, calling for battles he ihall never fight; courting 
dominion he fhall never exercife, and Satisfied to be cruel and con
temptible, that he may make others wicked and miferable.

E d m u n d  B u r k e .
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not only b y  the P r o p r ie to r s ,  b u t  even b y  the T enants 

themfelves,  w h o  contr ive,  in general ,  to fu p po rt ,  and 

fometimes enrich a numerous offspring. It  is incontro

vert ible  that  the F a rm e r  ana Pe afan t  now live in a better 

manner, and pof fe fsm o reo f  the conveniences  of  life than at  

any former period, w h ic h  muil  arife from the p io d u c e  of  

their lands, io cultivated and improved. W h a t  fums of  

m o n e v ,  in every  M a n ,s m em ory,  h a v e  been laid out  in 

forming and opening the N e w  D o c k s  in D u b l in ,  in cut

ting C an als ,  and carrying  on W o r k s  of  utility and T r a d e  ?

__W h a t  an ap p e ar an ce  of  profufion and opulence  even in

the  Houfes  o f  middling L ife ,  not only  in the C a p ita l ,  but  

in the provincial  T o w n s  ?

W a r  certainly has fhut  many of the avenues leading to 

opulence,  but from the recent and bri ll iant viólories of  
o u r  fleets, w e  may n a tura l ly  imagine the enemy has loft 

fome of  its haughtinefs,  by loiing much of  its f trcngth, and 

is difpofed for peace  from inability to purfue the w a r .  

“  F rance  with all  her  conquefts is l ike  a rotten garment 

“  whofe  o w n e r  confoles himfelf for  all  its filth, patches,  

ce and rottennefs, in an embroidered border,  though its 

“  w eight  dai ly adds to the w e a r  and tear o f  the miserable 

“  d ra p e ry  it adorns.” f  I t  is o u r  duty  to f l iew w e  are 

animated by  a R o m a n  fpirit, and perceive the juftice of its 

mart ial  m axim — OJlendite Bellum  Taccrn habebitis.

W e  natural ly  wifli for P e ace ,  but  w o u ld  ex te n d  every  

refource for W a r  j and cheerfully and vigoroufly  wil l  this

f  Plain Though;s of a Plain Man.

kingdom
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k in gd om , as an Independant  N a t io n ,  f u p p o r t  E n g la n d ’s 

h o n o r ,  b y  preferving  h e r  o w n .  P e a c e ,  on its r e tu rn ,  w i l l  

bring T r a d e  into m o i l  of  its form er  c h a n n e ls ;  w e  f h a l l  

again  witnefs the p rofp er i ty  which for a time had been in 

t err u p ted ,  and retu rn  to the purfuits  and occupat ions  that  

fui la in, co n n cé l ,  and enrich fociety.

In cafe o f  an U n io n ,  fay its p a rt iz a n s ,  y o u  w i l l  part ic i

p a te  in a l l  that  o p u le n ce  and com m erce that  are the vi ii -  

b le  features  of  Engli fh fortune and induiiry .  W e  ve n ture ,  

w i th  folemn yet unprefuming confidence, to alTert, fo far 

from i t ,w e  ih o u ld  be the  H e w e r s  of W o o d  and D r a w e r s  o f  

W a t e r  to the Engli fh .  IriiTi productions  w o u ld  be e n c o u 

raged  but as w o u l d  fuit E ngl i fh  a d v a n ta g e , in d u lg e  E ngli fh  

l u x u r y ,  or f latter Englifh  caprice .  Iri fh M a n u fa c t u r e r s ,  

u nable  to vie w i th  Engli fh P u r c h a fe r s ,  w o u l d  confequent-  

l y  fail. IriiTi materials w o u l d  not be p u r c h a fe d ,  nor  

w o u l d  their credit iubiift. T h e  M a n u fa c tu r e r s  at  prefent,  

à  re fpectable  clafs,  w o u ld  in a fh ort  time be forced to toil 

in fubaltern  fituations, e m p lo y e d ,  p e r h a p s ,  as fervants,  

w h e r e  they fh ou ld  be m ailers ,  and aiding the formation o f  

E n g l i fh  fortunes on the ruin o f  their o w n .  E v e r y  Ir i fh-  

m an fh o u ld  deteil  a meafure  that  w o u ld  bring fuch m if e r j  

on his cou ntrym en.  E v e r y  man of feeling and fpirit  w i l l  
e xe rt  his influence to p reve n t  the M a n u f a é l u r e r  from 

b re akin g ,  the H u fb an d m an  from  i la r v in g ,  and the  K i n g 

dom  (as Ireland)  from being d e p o p u la te d .  W h a t  w o u l d  

be the fituation of D u b l in  fh ou ld  an U n io n  be form ed? 

T h e  profpect  is too g lo o m y  to v i e w  even for a m om e n t—  

it is w ithout  h o p e — it could  admit no confolat ion. I f  even 

the farrows and miferies attending a d e p o p u la te d  city,

a nd

( 23 )
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an d ruined e f tab l i fh m cn ts ,  fh o u l d  m a k e  n o  im prei f ion  on 

his  ca l lo u s  h e a r t ,  p e r h a p s  felf- intereft w o u l d  r o u le  th e  

w e a l t h y  A b f e n t e e  to  o p p o f e  a  m e a fu r e  t h r e a te n in g  th e  

v e r y  exi ftence of  th a t  w e a l t h .  E v e r y m a n  k n o w s ,  w h a t  

im m enfe  fortu n es  a r e  draw ’ n f rom  D u b l i n ,  and non e  can  

b e  ig n o r a n t  t h a t  an U n i o n  w o u l d  a lm o ft  d e f l r o y  th e m .  

W e  a r e  in form ed,  in d eed ,  I r e la n d  w o u l d  n o t  be  w i t h o u t  a  

V i c e r o y ,  b u t ,  g r a c io u s  G o d ,  w h a t  N o b l e m a n  dift inguifhed 

for  r a n k ,  fpir it ,  o r  a c c o m p l i f h m ent,  w o u l d  a c c e p t  a f ta-  

tion w h e r e  h e  f h o u l d  b e c o m e  a c q u a in t e d  b u t  w i t h  its 

p a in fu l  offices ; w*here h e  w o u l d  h a v e  th e  refponf ib i l i ty ,  

w i t h  b u t  the  m u ti la te d  p o w e r  o f  a L o r d  L i e u t e n a n t ,  p o f -  

ieifing a l l  t h e  cc invidious d u t ie s ,  w i t h o u t  t h e  m e a n s  of 

tc fattening o r  dignifying t h e m . ’ ^ T h e  friends o f  M o 

n a r c h y  w o u l d  be  pained  to  fee its R e p r e f e n t a t i v e  in a  f ta te  

o f  d e g r a d a t io n ,  w i t h  cc a u t h o r i t y  c u r t a i le d ,  a n d  e n e r g y  

cc diminifhed.”

W e  h a d  b e fore  o cc a i io n  to  o b fe r v e ,  t h a t  n o  M a n  w h o f e  

f o r tu n e  an d f i tuat ion  p e r m it te d ,  w o u l d  rem a in  in this 

C o u n t r y  after  an U n i o n  : w e  wTo u ld  then  find a  r a p id  fale 

o f  I r i fh  p r o p e r t y ,  w h i c h  w o u l d  be  p r in c i p a l l y  p u r c h a f e d  

b y  E n g l i f h  fett lers ,  and the p u r c h a f e  m o n e y  v e i le d  in E n g 

l i fh  an d  fore ign fecurities.  T h e  im menfe fums d r a w n  for  

t h e  f u p p o r t  o f  thofe  A b fe n te e s ,  w o u l d  p r o v e  a c o n f ia n t  

dra in  to  the  re f o u r c e  o f  the  K i n g d o m ,  w i t h o u t  t h e  leaft  

conf id erat ion  o r  r e t u r n ,  and in fearch in g  H i f l o r y  w e  c o u ld  

n o t  d i fco ver  an in f lance  o f  a n y  C o u n t r y ,  o r  c o n q u e r e d  

P r o v i n c e , ,  p a y i n g  fuch  a n  a n n u a l  tr ibute  to  a n o t h e r  as w c

J Prince o f  Wales ’s Letter to M r.  Pitt on the Regency buiinefs,

f h o u ld
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fh ou ld  then p a y  to  E n glan d .  C o u n tr ie s  a b o u n d in g  in 

M ines  of G old  and S i lv e r  are  fuita ined b y  the b o u n ty  o f  

n a tu r e ,  in the e x p o r ta t io n  of  their B u l l io n ,  but  w e  w a n t 

ing fuch n a tu ra l  p r o d u c e ,  and d ependant  on I n d u ftry  and 

C o m m e r c e ,  cou ld  derive  o n ly  calamity  from encreafed  

A b ie n tees .  C y n i c a l  M e n  w o u ld  la y ,  the  evil  w i l l  c u r e  

itfelf , for  if the demands of y o u r  Abientees  g r e a t ly  ex ce ed  

y o u r  gain , th ere  w i l l  foon be nothing  for  them to d r a w ,  

and they muft be forced to retu rn  to their native C o u n t r y ,  

unlefs they fancy it m o r e  a g ree a b le  to f la rv e  ab road .  In 

no poilible inftance c o u ld  thofe  Abfentees  contr ibute  to 

o u r  intereft ,  b y  the exert ion  of a n y  influence at  the o t h e r  

fide of the w a t e r ,  in a i l iort  time ; had th ey  even the  d e 

fire and the p o w e r  to be of fervice,  th e y  w o u l d  be ig n o 

ra n t  of the means. S u c h  D eferters  w e u l d  be o u r  w o r f t  

enemies,  lay in g  us under a  continual  p i l la g e  to  their v a 

nity ,  l u x u r y  and p ro f l ig a cy .  M o n e y  confumed at  

h o m e  m ay injure  the individual,  y e t  enrich  the 1 uolic ,  

b u t  draw'n from a K i n g d o m  w*ithout 3,ny i e t u r n ,  m u lt  

u lt imately  p r o v e  its ruin. W h a t  w o u l d  the abfence of  

t h e  M e n  o f  fortune and inf luence be ,  b u t  an inducement 

t o  e v e r y  R e b e l  to e x e cu te  his fchemes, w h e n  n o  lo n ger  

d eterred b y  their  p ref tn ce .  H e a r  S i r  John D a v is ,  in his 

H ifto r ica l  R elations  “  T h e  abfence o f  the N o b i l i t y ,  

“  w h o  h a v in g  g re at  eftates in Ire lan d ,  y e t  k e p t  their r e -  

<c fidcnce in E n g la n d ,  w’as the  p r inc ipal  caufe of  the f l o w  

(C progreis made in the reduólion of  Ire land,  and o f  the fre- 

“  quent Rebell ions o f  the Ir i fh ,  w h o  w e r e  th e re b y  e n co u -  

<c raged to m a k e  encroachm ents  u pon the E n g l i f l i ,a n d  dif- 

^  poffefs them of  their L a n d s  ; and that the K i n g s  of  E n g -  

sc land w e re  thereby put to the neceflity o f  fending armies
D  “  o v e r

«
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iC over  from time to time, to reduce and re conquer fevc-

cc ral  provinces thereof .” ------ O u r  Anceftors  in their wif-

dom faw  the evil , and to ok  precaution againft it. T h e  

S tatu te  of  Abfentees,  2.8th H e n r y  the V I I I .  exprefs ly  

notices— cc that t w o  parts in three of  the year ly  profits 

<c of the L an d s  of  abfcnt Perfons did, by reaion of  their 

c< abfence, be long to the K i n g ,  by virtue of  the ftatutes 

“  for that  purpofe  provided.”  A n d  by an aét paffed io  

C a r .  I. cap. a i — u  It is enaéïed that all  pc ifons  dw ell ing 

“  in England,  or e l few here ,  w h o  fh al i  obtain titles of  

<e honor among the N obil i ty  of Ire land fhal l ,  though re- 

“  fiderit in England,  or elfewhere,- contribute tow ards  

“  a ll  public  charges,  taxed by  the Par l iam e n t,  ra teably  and 

cc in fuch manner as others  of their ra n k ,  relident in this 

cc K in g d o m ,  are or fhal l  be liable unto .” ------ O u r  A n 

ceftors fagaciouily  prevented Abfentees,  and are w e  called 

on to give our L a b o u r ,  our T a l e n t ,  and R e io u rc e ,  to the 

aggrandizement of  Britain, by  fupport ing her  Settlers in 

o u r  C o u n t r y ,  and pampering  innumerable A b fe n te e i  in 

hers  : as long as fuch a wafteful e x p o rt  of our T r e a f u r e  

continued, and carried with it every acquifition we could 

m a k e ,  vain w o u ld  be ev e ry  offer o f  expedients for in- 

creai ing our  M anufactures ,  leffening our  I m ports ,  or im

p roving  our  T r a d e  : every  inlet of  w e a l th ,  Induitry  could 

form, w ou ld  be infufficient to fatisfy a devouring drain, 

ever fated to kee p  us wretched and miferable. I f  w e  are 

to remain poor ,  let us remain fo as a N a t io n ,  ra th er  than 

confume ourfelves in purfuits w ithout  h o p e ,  o r  indeed 

w ith ou t  any other  effeét than that  o f  fupport ing M e n  

a b ro a d ,  w h o ,  afraid or a fham ed of  their C o u n t r y ,  affeét

to



to treat  it w ith  contem pt;  b u t  do not hef itate  to  ruin it 

w i t h o u t  remorfe.  If ,  h o w e v e r ,  notw ithftanding  all  the 

confequences that  W’o u ld  refult  from an U n i o n ,  confe-  

q uences  ever  to be d re aded ,  as not o nly  injuring the p i e -  

fent,  b u t  tainting futu re  G enerations,  and in v olv in g  not  

o n l y  o u r  o w n  de gradat ion ,  but  that  of  unborn millions, 

w h o  m u d  curfe  the A u t h o r s  of a M e a fu r e  that  for  ever  

d a m p e d  Irifh fpirit,  and for  ev er  c louded Iritli honor  ; if 

w e  fay ,  in obvious defiance of the intereft o f  the N a t i o n ,  

the  Q u e f t i o n  is to be agitated ,  in the N a m e  o f  G o d , let  it 

be  fair ly ,  ferioufly  and d e l iberate ly  let  the prefent  P a r 

l iam ent ,  if it remains, t a k e  the fenfe o f  the  N a t io n  on a 

f u b j e #  fo n e a r ly  a f fe& in g  its intereft .  L e t  a g g r e g a t e  

M eetings  of the F ree h old ers  in the different C oun ties  be 

he ld ,  to give their opinion on its effeóts w i th  reg ar d  to  

their  p a r t ic u la r  fituations.  -Let  AddreiTcs be rece ived  

from all  q u a rte rs ,  con v e y in g  the general  defires o f  the 

K i n g d o m .  L e t  the g r e a t  landed and m ercanti le  M e n  de

c la re  their wifhes on a fubjeót,  fo nearly  a f fe& in g  their 

P r o p e r t y  and C o m m e r c e .  L e t  the Profeff ional Bodies be 

confujted,* and p a rt ic u la r ly  let the fenfe o f  the G uard ian s  

of our  L a w s  be ta k e n ,  h o w  far it is p r o p e r  o r  fa lu ta ry  to  

fuffer any alteration in them. W e  m?.y be told  all  this 

w o u l d  be im p r o p e r ,  becaufe  a3 y e t  the ferment th at  fo 

la te ly  difturbed us has not quite  fubfided ; then w e  a n -  

f w e r ,  the time is im p r o p e r  for a  Q u e ft io n  th at  demands 

every  exertion o f  T a l e n t ,  Firmnefs and D el iberat ion .—

* N o  people, fays Locke, can alienate the rights or revenues of  
posterity: it was by a violation of this rule that the Spaniih Cortea 
were rendered uielefs.

D  2 W e
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•We m a y  b y  fome be  c on ce iv e d  to  f p e a k  'with, m or e  free

d o m  than the t e m p e r  o f  t h e  T i m e s  adm its ,  b u t  w e  . c o n 

ce iv e  a p a t h y  on th e  p r e f e n t  occaf ion  a c r im e ,  w h i c h  the  

C h i ld r e n  of  r e m o te f t  G e n e ra t io n s  m igh t  ca l l  us to an a c 

c o u n t  for ,  wre coni id er  it an im p er iou s  d u ty  to  (corn  any  

t e m p o r a r y  a d v a n t a g e s ,  c r  c o u r t  a n y  in f luence c o n t r a r y  

to  arFeótion and d u t y  to o u r  C o u n t r y .  O u r  C o n ft i t u t io n  

g iv e s  us the  p r iv i le g e  to  a ffert  o u r  opin io n s ,  and t h o u g h  

fo m e la t e  A i l s  o f  P a r l i a m e n t ,  in fom e m e a f u r e ,  mil i tate  

a g a in f l  it ,  w e  d i l l  h a v e  L i b e r t y  to e x p r e fs  o u r  íentiments  

l o y a l l y ,  f i rm ly ,  and w e  tru i l  e f fe c tu a l ly .  W e  find it a 

f a c r e d  b o u n d en  d u t y  to w a r n  of the  d a n g e r ,  and p o in t  

o u t  the  d e g ra d a t io n  o f  fuch an o b je c t  as an U n i o n .  L e t  

u s  inveft igate  w h e t h e r  the  P r o p o f e r s  of it h a v e  m a d e  a n y  

di fcover ies ,  t h a t  e fcape d  the h o n e f t  fagacity  o f  o u r  A n c e s 

to r s  f o r m e r ly ,  a n d  it is n o w  a b o v e  the n a r r o w  co n c e p t io n  

o f  al l  o thers  than  th em fe lve s  ? Is th e  w i fd o m  o f  t h e  N a 

t ion  lefs n o w  t h a n  it has  ev e r  b e e n  ? Is it lefs p r o p e r  that  

w e  f h o u l d  maintain  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  o f  o u r  L a n d  n o w  

t h a n  fo r m e r ly  ? It  w a s  the  b o a ft  o f  A u g u f t u s ,  t h a t  he 

f o u n d  R o m e  m a d e  o f  B r i c k ,  a n d  d y in g  left it e n t i r e ly  

M a r b l e  : m a y  w e  n e v e r  b e  in d uce d  to re v e r fe  the  fay in g  

w i t h  r e g ar d  to this C o u n t r y ,  b y  giving'  co n fe n t  t o  w h a t  

w o u l d  do it ef fe£tual ly*  I t  w o u l d  be a m e l a n c h o l y  p r o f*  

p e é l  to b e h o ld  o u r  C o u n t r y  d o m in ee red  o v e r ,  p e r h a p s  

b y  t h e  m e a n e i l ,  c e r ta in ly  th e  w o r f t  of  M e n ,  w h o  w o u l d  

u n h e f i t a t i n g l y  ere ct  their e le v a t io n  o n  th e  fpoils  o f  a  

L a n d ,  b e g g a r e d  b y  their r a p in e .  I t  w o u l d  be  afflicting 

to p e rc e iv e  o u r  G o v e r n m e n t  the w o r k  o f  m a n y  C e n t u r i e s ,  

t h e  effeét of  m u c h  W i f d o m ,  and the p r ic e  ol  m u c h  B l o o d ,

transferred



transferred to M e n  too m e r c e n a r y  to confu lt  Us H o n o r ,  

a nd  too ign o ra n t  to perceive  its A d v a n ta g e s .  W h a t  

i l iou ld  w e  be in the  eyes  of  fu rro u n d in g  N a t io n s  b u t  

fcor-rted w h e n  w e  f h o u ld  be  r e v e re n ce d ,  an d  pitied w h e n  

w e  ÍTiould be dreaded. S u c h  is the ftate I r e la n d ,  once  

p r o u d ly  r e f p e & a b le ,  w i l l  be reduced to ,  if confenting  to 

the  d e f t r u a i o n  of t h a t  In d epend ence,  w h i c h  can n e v e r  

be  d e itro yed ,  unlefs tamely fufFered. H e a r  an  ^.bie b u t  

verfat i le  S tate fm an  f — “  I f  w e  fuppofe  a cafe fo e x t r a v a -  

“  ga n t  as the t w o  Houfes  o f  P a r l ia m e n t  c o n c u i i i n g ,  to 

m a k e  at once  a form al  ceffion of their 1 r ivilegcs,  a n d  

«  thofe o f  the w h o l e  N a t i o n  to the C r o w n ,  and aik  w h o  

«  h a th  a r igh t  to refift fuch a m ea fu re  ? I  a n fw e r ,  th e  

“  w h o l e  N a t io n  hath the r ight  and the means. 

h a v e  foftened the w ords becau fe  w e  w i fh  to p r o v e ,  not 

i l lu f lrate  : the plain fenfe of the N a t io n  needs little aid 

in diiccrning its Intereft .  O u r  fenfations on this occaf ion  

fometimes g l o o m y ,  are in gen e ra l  confident : w e  truft  

th at  e v e r y  diftinólion of P e o p l e  forgett ing pr iv ate  p ique,  

and difdaining pr iv ate  a d v a n ta g e ,  w i l l  confult  the g e n e 

ra l  good ,  by  the unanimous and decided rejection of  an 

Union,  th at  in giving a w a y  our Independence, w o u ld  def- 

t r o y  our R ich e s ,  our P o w e r ,  a n d  our G l o r y .  If  M e n  are 

to  be k n o w n  by  their W o r k s ,  the W o r k s  of  thofe  w h o  de

fire this Union denote them fufïiciently ; corrup ted  men, 

w h o  court  private  fafety,  in o p p o f in g  public  g o od  ; im

potent M e n ,  w h o  vainly  imagine th ey  reprefent  the N a 

tion by ftigmatizing it, and pretend to  pafs for the Friends
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oï the P e o p l e ,  b y  b e co m in g  a d v o c a te s  f o r  their  ruin.

ith undiminifhed v ig o u r  tho ie  M e n  fhould  be  o p p o f e d ,  

w h o  a r c  e a g e r  to  p rof t i tu te  o u r  D ig n i t y ,  facri fice  o u r  

C o m m e r c e ,  and e x h a u f t  our  T r e a f u r e s .  A g a i n f t  fuch a  

daring and dangerous  Innovat ion  w e  f h a l l  b e  p r o u d  to  en

te r  our  f irm , a l t h o u g h  p e r h a p s  unavail ing P r o t e i l  ;  c o n 

ceiv ing  it injurious to  e v e r y  thing d e a r  to us as Ir i fh m en .  

D e f i r i n g  and aififting fuch a m eafure  is lending aid to o u r  

D e f t r u A i o n ,  for in f a i l  w h a t  is it  but a  i l a l k i n g  h o r f e ,  

/ c r e e p i n g  under  w h i c h  our  enemies m a y  f e c u re ly  effeél  their  

fatal  purpofes .  S h o u l d  it t a k e  p l a c e  no F r ie n d  to I r e la n d  

can e v e r  mention it w i t h o u t  a f i g h : —

'x  In fe lix  !  utcunque fer u n t e a ja fia  N epotes.

W e  t r u i l  it  w i l l  p r o v e  b u t  a  child  of f a n c y —  

y e t  fh o u ld  a t te m p ts  be  m a d e  to  fofter it into  ex i f tence  

an d  ft r e n g t h ,  le t  it p e r i fh  b y  the  v o ic e  ot g e n e r a l  d e te f -  

tat ion .

W e  h a v e  d e l iv e re d  o u r  fentiments on-this occaf ion ,  not 

f rom  a v a in  bel ief  t h a t  in th em fe lve s  t h e y  poifefs merit,  

b u t  from an e a g e r  defire  to  induce men o f  abi lity and e x 

p e r i e n c e ,  to  w a r n  the  nation of  thofe  r o c k s ,  o n  w h i c h  its 

H o n o u r  m a y  for  e v e r  be  w r e c k e d .

F u is  ces Rochers couverts des debris de V H onneur.

W e  h a v e  no m or e  r ight  to g iv e  u p  o u r  p refen t  C o n f t i -  

tut ion ,  than w e  w o u l d  to y ie ld  the priv i lege s  o f  o u r  g r e a t

C h a r t e r ,



C h a r t e r ,  o f  w h ic h  it w a s  faid, fc w e r e  L i b e r r y  ext inéï ,  

<c M a g n a  C h a r t a  w’ould  a lone p r o v e  Sufficient to re v ive  

cc its facred flame, and re-eftabliSh a free C o n ft i tu t ion .”  

F r o m  the prejudiced w e  claim no attention, it is from a 

v e i y  different q u a rte r  w e  defire it— h o w  ih o u ld  thofe w h o  

re a d  w i th  m alignity  decide w ith  juft ice— N e  que en im foli 

ju  die ant 3 qui maligne îegunt. T o  the decifion of an i m p a r 

tial  P u b l ic  w e  iubmit w h a t  has been com p o fe d ,  but  w ith  a 

v i e w  to  defend their interefts,  convinced that  in the r e je c 

t ion of  an U n i o n ,  Ir i fh m en  w i l l  p r o v e  their rea l  a t t a c h 

m ent  to Engli f l i  c on n e xio n ,  by  m aintaining their prefent  

In d é p e n d a n c e ,  as beft enabling  them to Support  the fi l ter  

c o u n t r y  in thofe purfuits  that  h a v e  hitherto  p rofp ered  

w i t h  u n riva l led  fortune. H e r  fleets and h e r  armies h a v e  

b e e n  ably  n e r v e d  b y  Iri fh firm nefs, a n d l r i f h  v a l o u r  claims 

n o  fmall  {hare o f  Brit i fh  la u r e l .  A s  Ind ep en d en t  Irish

men w e  wi ll  Shew, h o w  Superior in i l r e n g th  and firmnefs 

is the grateful  anim ated a t ta ch m e n t  o f  a fortunate N ation, 
to the conftra ined  and treach e ro u s  profeifions o f  a d ifp i*  
rited Province.

♦

F I N I  S.
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