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S U B S T A

OF THE

S P E E C H

OF

LORD SHEFFIELD,

T h e  Chancellor o f  the Exchequer

moved the order o f the day for taking into 

confideration the Addrefs from the Lords 

upon the fubjedl of the Union with Ire­

land ; which being read, he moved that the 

laid Addrefs be now taken into confide- 

ration.

Jlpril 22, 1799.

See. &c.
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The i\ddrefs was then read twice, and 

the Chancellor of the Exchequer moved, 

That this Houfe do concur with the faid 

Addrefs.

Lord S H E F F IE L D  lpoke as follows :

port the refolutions aud addrefs, in confi­

dence that the afl'urance given by a noble 

Lord in an official fituation in Ireland will 

be ftriâly obferved, namely, that Minifters 

will look to the fenfe o f Parliament and o f 

the Country, before the meafure o f Union 

ihall again be brought forward there ; and 

that affurance being given, I am not feniible 

o f  any fufficient argument that ihould pre­

vent the Britiih Parliament from eivin°" 

fome general explanation of the arrange-* D

ment it is difpoled to make, more efpecially

Mr. Speaker,

Sir, I wiih it to be underftood, that"! fup-

/
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as I obferve that fcarcely any man in this 

country objects to the principle o f  the 

meafure ; nor can I fuppofe, that a nation 

fo well informed and fo much accuftomed 

to political coniiderations as the Iriih, 

ihould for a long time perfevere in refuiing 

to receive or examine what may be pro- 

poled from the Britiih Parliament ; and for 

thefe reafons Í wiih to trouble the Houfe 

with a few obfervations.

W e  cannot be much furprized at the 

alarm which has taken place in Ireland. 

T he word Union was fuffered to be banded 

about there for many months without the 

flighted: attempt on the part of the Minif- 

ters to explain the terms o f  it. T h e  aid 

of deiigmng men, and of thoie prejudiced 

from partial and local contiderations, was 

fcarcely neceflary to take advantage of this 

circuinilance : the apprehenlions of Ireland

B 2
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had always been, that an equal and favour­

able Union would not be granted : and no 

fmall part of that people were made to be­

lieve, that their liberty, their independence, 

their dignity, and almoft the exiftence of 

the nation, would be done away by their 

becoming one and the fame with the moil 

independent and moil refpe&able nation in 

the world.

But, in truth, the meafure of Union was 

ill-prepared for Ireland, and Ireland was ill- 

prepared for Union. It is not without com­

petent information that I am convinced, if 

the outline of the liberal proportion for 

Lnion, which is now offered, had been at 

firft properly communicated and with all 

the plainnefs and candour which fuit the 

Inih v.hara£ter, it would have been very 

differently received ; and it is not my opi­

nion alone, but the opinion alfo of thofe



who are not friendly to the meafure, that 

it might have been accepted, at leaft it 

would have prevented all that mifreprefen- 

tation and mifapprehenfion which might 

well be expedted, without fome previous 

attention. I can hardly imagine a cafe, in 

refpedl to which, until underftood, more 

jealoufy was likely to be entertained than 

this o f a legiflative Union, otherwife the 

meafure being really lo neceffary and fo 

advantageous to Ireland, the ftrange abufe 

of the words “  Dignity and Independence,” 

which have been fo entirely miftaken 

there would have made little impreilion. 

I can luppofe it will be unpleaiing at 

firil to acknowledge, that the premature op- 

pofition was the refult o f  an ill-founded 

jealoitfy. Yet that acknowledgment, and 

the confequent departure from an hajly 

oppofition to the mealure, is no more than 

may be fairly expedted from the candid 

opennefs of the Iriih chara&er.
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It is not now the question whether the

meafure has been brougnt forward and con­

ducted as it íhóuld have been, but whether 

the Britiih Parliament fhould do what de­

pends on it to obviate the mifebief which 

muit arife from independent and feparate 

Legiflaturesexifting within the l'ameempire, 

whether we íhould relinquiíh a meafure 

which feems neceffary to the general fecu- 

rity and welfare, or take the preiènt op­

portunity of ftating the outline of it.

I ihall not trouble the Houfe with a re- 

petition of hiftorical inquiry into the caufes 

of the prefent ftate of Ireland, nor with 

many references to the reports of the Lords 

and Commons of that kingdom. The caufes 

and the proofs are but too plain. The noto­

riety of numberlefs melancholy faéts, which 

demonftrate the wrretched and dangerousO
condition of that country, with reafon alarms
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every thinking man : it is an unanimous 

opinion in this country, that fomething is 

neceflary to be done to preferve Ireland ; 

and there feerns to be almoit a general con­

viction, that it can be done only by a legif- 

lative Union.

For my part, I cannot fee the meafure in 

any other light than that o f  being abfo- 

lutely nçceffary. It has long been my 

opinion, and every thing which has hap­

pened in Ireland, and in refpedt to Ireland 

during the laft twenty years, particularly 

that which took place in 1782, and was 

whimlically enough called “  Final Adjuil- 

ment,”  have convinced me o f  that neceffity.

When it was found proper to take off 

the (hackles from the Irifh Parliament, and 

highly proper it was, a Union ihould have 

been propoled, and by the fame meafure



only fhould all the commercial and other 

advantages have been communicated, which 

were fo indifcriminately conceded without 

terms fince 1778. It would have been 

ftill better, i f  an Union had taken place in 

the beginning o f the century, and that the 

Conftitution and Commerce of Great Bri­

tain, which had been fo long and fo invi- 

diouily withheld, had been then communi­

cated to Ireland. But in 1782, the admi- 

niftration of that day, without fupplying 

any means of keeping thefe kingdoms 

together, raihly gave away the dépend­

ance of the two iflands on each other; and 

now there is 110 certainty in the connexion 

of Great Britain and Ireland. Indépend­

ance of Legiflature feems to have fuggefted 

notions of feparation, which appeared, in 

fome degree, as early as 1784. However, 

even thofe who attempt to juftify what was 

done in 1782, muft acknowledge, that

t 8 ]
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there were points o f  eflential confequence 

left unfettled, and that it fhould not have 

been poftponed to the hour of difficulty and 

diftrefs to arrange and afcertain the rela­

tive exertions and political connexions o f 

the two countries.

Much has been faid on the words 

“  Final Adjuftment : ”  but that which is 

fo called, only referred to the then afl'erted 

independence o f  Parliament, and by no 

means precluded Union : on the contrary, 

it was the opinion at the time, that farther 

meafures were neceiTary to eftabliih a con­

nexion on a folid and permanent bails : and 

fo far as I underftand what was intended, 

I coniider that adjuftment as putting the 

Iriih Parliament on the footing o f  inde­

pendence and free deliberation, and in that 

iituation alone which could fatisfy the 

people of Ireland, that the adtsof their Par-

c
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liament would be thenceforward free and 

uncontrolled ; but at any rate it is trifling 

to fuppofe, that nothing more was to 

be attempted, i f  that which had been 

done had not the effeCl of preferving the 

connexion and attachment o f the two 

countries. It is true that Union became more 

neceffary, as well as more difficult, in con- 

fequence of what was done in 1782, and 

alfoin 1793, when the principle o f our na­

vigation and colonial laws were, without 

terms or occafion, facrificed by the aCt which 

permits goods and commodities o f the 

growth, production, or manufacture, of 

Afia, Africa, or America, to be imported 

from Ireland into Great Britain. All thefe 

benefits ihould have been referved as the 

means of Union, but being then uncon­

ditionally granted/ they have rendered that 

meafure much lefs fought for by Ireland ; 

and I confefs that the ftrongeit objection I
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felt to the proportions that were brought 

forward in the Britifh Parliament in 1785, 

(which bv no means would have done what 

it is neceffary to do,) àrolè from the appre- 

henfion, that if carried, they might prevent 

an Union. It was obvious, that i f  all the 

referved advantages o f  Great Britain wrerc 

to be given up, there would be no means 

of future negotiation remaining.
% - 

-  ' • WÍL 1 il 1' j  ̂! \[[J , JC . *

Previoufly to that period, Ireland would 

have petitioned for an Union, and I think 

ihe might well do fo now as the greateil 

poflible acquilîtion fhe could make ; but 

neither the adjuftment in queftion, nor 

all the commercial conceifions, nor other 

meansemployed to tranquilize thatcountry, 

have had the leaft effect. T h e  bad ffate of• - i p  1 I li

Ireland yearly became worfe. It appears 

the parties are not to be fatisfied ; that no 

melioration of the condition o f  Ireland has

c 2
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taken place ; that a great proportion o f 

the people is now as ill difpofed to G o­

vernment, as bigoted, as ignorant, and 

as uncivilized as they were at the time 

o f the maflâcre in 1641. A t prefent the 

permanency of the connexion o f  Great 

Britain with Ireland depends on the par­

ties which exift, and ever muil exift, in a 

nation o f Proteftants and Roman Catholics 

fo peculiarly intereiled againft, and politi­

cally hoftile to, each other. Thefe diviiions 

are the bane o f the country, never to be an­

nihilated but by a legiilative Union. T h e  

whole prefent fyftem is bad. T he change 

o f  Government, at leaft every four years, 

and the concevons fo regularly made under 

the vain notion o f fatisfying the people, 

create and promote fchemes and fuggeilions 

inconfiftent with the tranquillity o f the 

country, and encourage agitators, whofe
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uniform objeil it is, to difturb the public 

mind.

I have obferved, that independence o f  

Parliament fuggefted the idea o f  feparation. 

Irrational notions of independence, leading 

to diflolution o f  Government, muft end in 

civil war and the introduction o f  the 

French. Manufactures and agriculture 

would then ceafe much more fuddenly 

than they could poflibly revive ; and what­

ever might be the event, Ireland would be 

completely ruined, and England greatly 

diftrefled. But fuppofing the criiis in 

queftion ihould not immediately come on, 

Ireland would continue in its prefent dil- 

turbed ftate, and England would ever find 

Ireland the back door to confpiiacy, rebel­

lion, and invafion. And fo miferably dif- 

trafted is Ireland at prefent, that among 

three millions o f  Roman Catholics, and
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half a million of Dilfenters, there is fcarcely 

a man capable of a political idea, who does 

not wiih for fomething different from that 

which is; namely, a Change of theChurch 

Eftabliihment, the Abolition of Tithes, a 

Parliamentary Reform, or a Republic : 

nor are the members of the eftabliihed 

Church entirely free from the fame un­

happy temper o f  mind. T he common 

Enemies o f mankind will not fail to take 

advantage of this ftate of things : they have 

railed it into a dangerous and formidable 

confpiracy, and it feems the only means 

through which they can hope o f  fucceed- 

ing in their favourite plan o f  deftroying the 

Britiih empire.

Nothing can be more dangerous than S 

notion, that a coalition of Churchmen, 

DilTenters, and Catholics, for the pur- 

pole o f feparation, cannot take place.
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T h e  reports o f  the Lords and Commons 

o f  Ireland, and what has happened lately, 

completely prove, that fuch a coalition 

is not merely poflible, but that it actu­

ally exifts, and that the foundations o f  

it are laid, and deeply laid, already.

T his  fubjed has been fo fully  and fo 

ably difcufl'ed, that it is not necefl’ary to 

ftate how general, how great, and how 

irremediable by common means, are the 

mifchief and danger : the unexampled pe­

rilous ftate of Ireland is well known : it 

was therefore evidently the duty o f His Ma- 

jefty’s Miiniters to bring forward fome 

meafure to prevent even the poifibility of 

fo great a calamity as the feparation of 

the two countries ; and however I may 

differ in opinion with His Majeity’s Mi- 

nifters in refpeft to the conduit o f  this 

bufinefs, I acknowledge great merit in



their undertaking fuch an arduous taik 

at a time they were fo fully engaged in the 

moil: momentous concerns, and in their not 

fhrinking from the difficulties which obvi- 

oufly might prefent themfelves, and which 

too often induce Minifters to adopt fome 

temporary expedient (juft to ferve their 

turn) which never efFeâually fucceeds, but 

in the end produces greater difficulty and 

much mifchief. It feems alfo highly in­

cumbent on the Britiih Parliament to 

take early the moil effe&ual fleps to pro­

mote the proper remedy : and every thing 

has been tried, except that which is now 

obviouily the beft and only means, an 

Union, and which, in confequence of the 

wild opinions that are abroad, and the dif* 

turbed ftate of the world, has become ilill 

more neceffary. Every conceffion has 

been made, many colonial and commercial 

advantages, which Ireland could not on

[ <6 ]
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any reasonable ground claim without an 

Union, have been communicated to her i 

in ihort, every thing has been granted fo 

far, that we are now told by the enemies o f 

Union, Ireland cannot acquire more by that 

meafure, and that (he does not defire greater 

freedom and extenfion of trade, than ihe at 

prefent poflefl'es, preferring her independ­

ence and dignity as a nation. T h e y  furely 

have odd notions o f  independence and dig­

nity who prefer holding almoft the whole o f  

their trade, almoft their exiftence at the 

difcretion of another country, rather than 

by right as a part of that country.

But I ihould not do juftice i f  I did not 

acknowledge this way o f  thinking is by 

no means general, and that the two largeft 

counties, Cork and Galway, and the city 

o f  Cork, county of Clare, and other dif- 

tridts o f Ireland, had expreffed the con­



trary, and fo w ell, that I vviih to make ufe 

o f  their own words. Speaking o f  Union, 

the county o f  Cork fays

th e  im m ed iate  profperity o f  Ire lan d , and that b y  th e  

u n itin g  our ftrength in  the clofeft m anner w ith  th e  m oft 

free, and m oft happy people on  earth , w e  fh ou ld  exert 

the beft pofTibîe m eans in ou r pow er for preferving the 

fafety , the honour, and the fecu rity  o f  ou r deareft rights. 

D e te rm in e d , therefore, as we are to ftand o r fall w ith  

G re a t B rita in , w e lo o k  forw ard  w ith  the greateft an xiety  

to  this con n exion , as the m oft e ffe& u al m eans o f  put­

tin g  an end to all ou r fa& io n s and religious an im ofities, 

and o f  reconciling the people o f  Ire lan d  to each oth er, 

b y  doing aw ay a ll ill-fo u n d ed  jealoufies betw een  fe llo w - 
fubjcdts.

W e  confider it as m oft oh viou fly  and indifpenfably 

n eceflary to the profperity o f  th is k in gd om  in gen eral, 

and to the rcftoration o f  th at tran q u illity  and induftry, 

w h ich  alone can re n d e r'th e  in habitant profperous and 

happy, and m oft lik e ly  in its confequcnces to reclaim  the 

deluded people from  thofe habits o f  violence and ou t­

rage to a  fenfe o f  their d uty to the law s o f  th eir co u n try , 

and the beft o f  K in g s .

ou r political exiften ce, and w hofe C on ftitu tion  is  the ad ­

m iration  o f  the c iv ilize d  w orld : to participate in  thofe 

refources, w h ich  are in exh su ftib le  : to becom e jo in t

County o f Cork. W e  are firm ly  perfuaded it  w ou ld  

add to the w elfa re , the credit, and

T o  becom e a conftituent part o f  that 

em pire, to whofe protection w e o w e
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proprietors o f  that n avy, w hich  is irreiiftible, and to 

ihare in  that com m erce w hich kn ow s no bounds, are 

ob je& s beyond w hich  our m oil fanguine w iihes for the 

profperity o f  Ireland cannot poflibly extend : w hile  the 

profp eft, w h ich  they hold forth o f  term inating the 

jarrin g  interefts o f  party, and reconciling the jealous dif- 

tin flio n s  o f  religion, prom ifes, a reftoration o f  that 

tranquillity  to w hich this country has been too long a  

ftranger.

s, t r  » f  W e  are perfuaded, that a le-

C°Un[y °f  GaIwa>- \  giflative U nion w ith  G re a t B r i-  

tain , eftabliihed on term s o f  p crfeft equality, w ould in ­

vigorate the refources, increafe the w ealth , and add m a­

terially  to the fecurity o f  both countries, enabling them  

to oppofe their com m on enem y w ith  increafed ftrength 

and power, and m oft effectually to defeat their object o f  

d ivid ing the empire for the purpofe o f  fubduing it. T o  

confider this m cafure as it effeéts either country fepa- 

rately, we conceive to be a narrow view  o f  its object : 

but even in  that confined fenfe o f  it, w c are firm ly con­

vinced  it w ould add to the w elfare, the credit, and the 

im m ediate profperity o f  Ireland : and w e are o f  opinion, 

that uniting our ftrength in the clofeft m anner w ith the 

w ifeft, the freeft, and the happieft people upon earth, 

w ith  whom  we m u d  neceflarily Hand or fa ll, is fo far 

from  a facrifice o f  the honour and independence o f  

Ireland, that it is the beft means left to us for preferv- 

ing both.

Thefe addrefles are moft refpecïably 

figned ; and a third addrefs from the

D  2
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county o f  C ork, nearly in the fame words, 

has the fignature o f  373 o f  the principal 

Nobility, Biihops, Magiftrates, C lergy, and 

perfons o f property, both Proteftants and 

Catholics : and there is reafon to believe, 

that the fentiments therein expreffed are 

much more general in the feveral counties 

which have not addrefled than has been 

fuppofed.

Although Ireland has acquired much 

w hich ihould only have been conceded by 

Union, it is not true that ihe cannot obtain 

farther commercial advantages by that mea­

fure, T h e  beit market, that o f  Great Bri­

tain, for all Iriih manufa&ures, is flill re- 

ferved, except linens, and her linens are 

become one o f the greateil manufactures 

in the world, entirely in confequence o f  

having that market, and could never have 

been carried on to its prefent great extent,
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unlefs aided by the prompt payment o f  

Great Britain, which in a great degree a£ts 

as a fupply o f capital *.

Six parts in feven o f  the whole exports 

o f  linen from Ireland are imported into 

Great Britain, and o f the feventh part the

*  T h e  bounties on the export o f  Ir iih  linens from  hencc 

a t the fam e tim e that they g iv e  to G re a t B ritain  about 

a n  eight o f  the trade in  thofe articles, encourage the m a- 

nufaCture in  Irelan d . T h e  average o f  bounties on the 

export o f  linens for the laft four years is nearly 3 4 ,7 0 0 1 . 

I r iih  linens exported from  G re a t B ritain

on an average o f  the laft four years, Y a r d s

entitled to bounty - - - - - -  4 ,8 6 6 , 0 1 5

D itto  not entitled to bounty -  -  -  •  9 6 4 ,5 0 7

T o t a l  o f  Ir iih  linens exported from  G re a t

B r i t a i n ........................................................5 ,8 3 0 ,5 2 2

T h e  duties laid  on the im port o f  foreign linens for the 

purpofe o f  protecting the B ritifli linen m anufacture are 

about 25 per cent, o f  their real valu e, and give  alm oft 

the monopoly o f  the B ritiih  m arket to m any articles o f  the 

Ir iih  linen m anufacture. T h e  duties paid on foreign 
linen ufed in  this country, on the fame average, am ount 

to 1 1 5 ,0 0 0 . I f  the fame rate o f  duties had been laid 

on Iriih  linens imported and ufed in this iiland under 
the ufual policy o f  protecting the B ritifh m anufacture, 

as is done in all like  cafes, it  would raife a  revenue o f  
about 6 5 0 ,0 0 0 !.



greateft proportion goes' to America, in­

cluding the W eft Indies. On an average o f  

four years,ending the 25 th o f March 1798,
Yards

were exported from Ireland 39,885,776 

o f  which to Great Britain - 3 3 ,695,659

T o  the Britiih Colonies in 
America and Iilands in the 

W eft Indies * . . . .  1,285,998

T o  the States o f  America - - 4,012,519

T o  foreign parrs of Europe and
to Africa -  . . .  - . 891,530,

being about a 44th part of the whole 
export of linens from Ireland.

Linens are the only Iriih manufacture, 

properly fo called, which has the advant­

age o f  the Britiih market, and it has flou- 

riihed accordingly. No manufacture, no 

trade of Ireland, except fuch as are duty

* In  this are not included Irifh  linens exported from 
G reat Britain to the Britiih C olonies and to the A m e ­

rican States, but only the quantities fent d ireflly  from 
Ireland to the places mentioned.

[ 22 ]



free, or have particular advantages in the 

Britiih market, have fucceeded. Linens, 

corn, and the produce o f cattle, which 

alone have thofe advantages, amount on an 

average o f  the laft three years to 5,410,825 

when the total value o f  all Irifh 

imports into Great Britain were 5,612,689

o f  which there were articles 
not the manufacture and pro­

duce o f  Ireland to the amount 

o f -  - - - - - - -  - 101,864

So that the articles o f  Irifh 
growth or manufacture, which 
are not duty free,-or have 110 

particular exemption or ad­
vantage in Britiih ports, 
amount only to - - - - 100,781

and form a fmall proportion, indeed, o f  the 

great importation from Ireland into Great 

Britain alone amounting to 5,612,689, 

which, itated in the manner moft favour­

able to Ireland, is, at leaft, fix parts in feven

[ 23 ]



o f  the whole export trade o f  Ireland to 

all parts.

W e  cannot be furprized, that woollen 

and other manufactures have decreafed in 

Ireland during the late turbulent ftate o f  

that country. W e  may rather wonder, 

that they have not been more affeCted: but 

fuch articles as have the peculiar advantage 

o f  the Britiih market, have even lately in- 

creafed. T h e  manufactures and commerce 

o f  Ireland are now, and have always been, 

greatly inferior to what they may be ; it is
• x **

reafonable therefore to fuppofe, that when 

the prefent prohibitory duties w hich were 

laid on manufactures coming from all parts 

to proteCt thofe o f England, are, in refpeCt 

to Iriih manufactures, equalized, as intended 

by the articles o f  Union, and they ihall have 

the advantage o f  the Britiih market the 

fame as linens ; the produce o f cattle and 

corn, they may alfo flouriih.

C Î 4  ]



N o country is better circumftanced foi* 

manufactures than Ireland. She has plenty 

o f  water and fuel *, the hrft rcquilites in

*  M o ft  parts o f  Ireland, w here, through w ant o f  

ik ill and w ealth , thr v h a vtm u t yofr-boen tibie - fr* »ftippW hu*
particularly the manufacturing dif- f i c4  

tricts , are acceffible by water and near the coafts o f  E ngland 

and W a le s , w hich abound in coals. Ireland may have 

that article cheaper from  the W e ft  and N o r th - weft ot 

E ngland  and from  W a le s , than it can go coaftwife to 

m any places in G re a t Britain where great manufactories 

are carried on w hich confum e large quantities ot that ar­

ticle. C oals from  G re a t Britain to Ireland pay only an 

export duty o f  I 4 d . per chaldron, when the fame article 

carried Coaftwife to London pays a d uty o f 9 s. 3 d. per 

chaldron, and to any other part o f  England 5 s. g<i. It 

Ireland docs not think it neceflary to protect her own col­

lieries by any im port duty, fhe may cheapen the price o f  

coals to her m anufacturers by taking o ff the duty of i s .

9^ d. per ton on the import o f  that article into D u b lin , 

and o f 9-j^d. into all other parts o f  Ireland. T h e  paffage 

from  the E n gliih  collieries is ihort, and the freight is 

moderate. A n d  it may be obferved, that inferior forts 

o f  coal anfwer the purpofe o f  m anufacture, and that the 

bogs o f  Ireland furniûi plenty o f  excellent je a t or turt.
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manufa£lures. T h e  encouragement to her 

induftry will be great, efpecially as it will 

be impoffible to countervail the difference 

o f price of labour and of excifes in the 

two countries * , and commercial men will 

acknowledge the fuperior advantage o f a 

near market, and a quick return, fo ab- 

folutely neceffary to a country wanting 

capital.

I f  Union ihould take place, there will be 

no jealoui'y, no warfare of bounties and 

drawbacks, no invidious wiih to check the 

profperity of Ireland, or any manufacture 

there, and the great commercial advantages 

o f  Ireland will no longer be held at the 

pleafure of another country.

* Im port duties in the two countries m ay be equa­

lized , or the difference o f thofe duties on raw materials 

m ay be paid on im port o f  the article or m anufacture, o f  

w hich  it is made.
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T h e  profperity of Ireland, fuch as it is, 

in no degree arofe from the independency o f  

the Iriih Parliament, but from commercial 

advantages derived from Great Britain. I 

heiitated when I firit heard that a contrary 

ftficTTTOTbcame from a man as able, as refpec- ty , 

table, and, at leaft, as well informed, as any 

in the two lflands ; but the aflertion that the 

profperity of Ireland aro(e from the inde­

pendence o f  her Parliament, appears to 

me io entirely unfupported by fad , that 

I fcarcely know how to reaion about it, 

except by aiking, whether the increafe o f 

the linen manufacture ; whether the prof­

perity o f the beef, pork, and butter-trade ; 

whether the growth of a grain of corn, or 

of a blade of grafs ; whether the opening o f  

the por.t§ of Great Britain to Iriih corn at a

lower price than f r o m  other countries, have 

been effected by the independence of the 

Iriih Parliament : in fhort, which article

E 2
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o f  growth or export has increafed in con- 

fecjuence o f it ? Have the laws been better 

executed ? Has the country been more 

tranquil ? Are life and property more 

fafe? In truth, I can trace little to that 

event but the prefent difturbed ftate o f  Ire- 

land. I repeat, that the profperity o f Ire­

land entirely depends on the connexion 

with and advantages derived from Great 

Britain, without which her trade would be 

almoft nothing ; and this appears fo per­

fectly evident, that I confider it not to 

be neceffary to add a fvllable more to 

prove it.

;  s b i n - 'i z m l t b i x  < u c q  V j S c 1 • .h  ï o v ï r * '

W h en  Ireland has acquired the Britiih 

ConfHtution a due execution o f  laws and 

tranquillity, and that life and property are fe- 

cure' there, Englifh capitals will undoubtedly 

be employed in Ireland, and then her prof­

perity will be real and permanent. A t pre-

I
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fent no prudent man will lend one fhilling 

to that country in any ihape, far lefs will a 

commercial or manufacturing man riik his 

capital in any {peculation, where a fpirit of 

unfriendly independence, o f feparation and 

o f rebellion fo ilrongly prevails ; but furely 

it is not commercial advantage and wealth 

only that are wanting to Ireland. She is 

deficient in the moil: efl'ential of all things, 

good order and well-executed laws. L ife  

and property are not more fecure there, than 

among the moil diilurbed people upon 

earth. A  refidence there is as much to be 

avoided as in countries fubjeót to the moil 

hideous tyranny or favage banditti.

It is curious, efpecially at this time, that 

appreheniions are exprefl’ed that the num­

ber of abfentees will be greatly increafed 

by an Union. There are now infinitely a 

greater number of Irifh emigrants, for the
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fake o f  perfonal fafety, than will be occa- 

fioned i f  Union ihould be adopted. I f  that 

meafure ihould take place, few families w ill 

follow thofe who are called to Parliament :■ 

i f  they make the experiment, the difference 

o f  experice w ill foon check the evil : and 

thofe that occafionally become abfeutees, 

w ill be fo. by choice, not by compulfxon.

, . u i  i) P . :  " t o  L . r i n s i b  i i  . r i . A i h  n i  msioii jL>

It w ill not be improper in tl}is place to 

ftate, w ith  the view o f  removing wrong 

imprefíionf?, that, the number and property 

o f abfontuçq have fcteet) always greatly ex­

aggerated, and idfp the bad effefts o f  the 

confequeijt-draifl o f  qaqney.

Thofç, yvho are moft capable o f  examin­

ing the queilion agree, that the remittance 

to regular abfentees is below 6oo,oool., I 

believe conhderably, which is not more 

than one fifth o f  thq yalue of the exports o f
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linens alone to this country, amounting to, 

at leaft, three millions. According to the 

common valuation, it may not always ap­

pear fo much, becaufe they are rated, at 

molt, at is. 6d. per yard, even now that 

their quality is much improved; but i f  

valued a to n ly ip d .,  linen and linen yarn 

will, on an average of the lail three years, 

amount to a larger fum than I have men­

tioned, and more than balance all the im ­

ports of Great Britain ; including raw ma­

terials, as well as remittances to abfentees. 

T h e  imports o f the produCtf and manufac­

ture of Ireland into Great Britain on an 

average of the laft three years, 

being- - - ..........................5,510,825

and all imports of the produce 

or manufacture o f  Great Bri­

tain into Ireland - - - 2,087,672

3>425, i 53
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So that there is a balance o f upwards o f 

2,800,000 in favour o f  Ireland, allowing 

an actual remittance o f  600,0001. to ab- 

fentees.

T h e  above is the ftatement o f  the inter­

change o f  produce and manufacture. Be- 

fides w hich, Ireland imports from Great 

Britain at prefent, in confequence o f  her 

being obliged to avail herfelf o f  Britiih ca­

pital, and o f  her limited commerce, except 

with Great Britain,

O f  colonial articles - - - 970,000

O f  foreign fnerchandize - - 498,! 73

1,468 ,173  
And England receives from 

Ireland o f  colonial and fo­

reign merchandize - - - 101,874

which gives a balance to E n g­

land 011 foreign and colonial 

importation of - - -  - 1,366,309

and if  deduded from the above balance o f



£ 33 ]
2 , 8 o o , ô o o ,  will ftill on the whole, ftating 

the trade and remittances in the moil: fa­

vourable manner for Ireland, leave a balance 

o f  1,433,6911. in favour o f  the latter 

country.

It ihould be obferved, that while the 

imports o f  the produce and manufacture 

o f  Ireland into Great Britain are in a pro- 

greflive ilate o f  certain increafe, on the 

other hand, the imports o f  foreign and 

colonial articles from Great Britain into 

Ireland are in a courfe o f  decreafe ; but I
%

proceed to confederations o f  more confe- 

quence to both countries.

I am little difpofed to argue in favour o f 

non-reiidence, but I muft obferve, that 

thofe parts o f  Ireland, as well as o f Eng­

land, where manufactures flouriih, are 

remarkable for the non-refidence o f land-

proprietors. Yet, in other parts of the
F
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-Cdtfirtry, I confider their abfence as the 

greateft misfortune , and I conceive one o f 

the m oil effential advantages o f  England 

over Ireland arifes from the refidence o f  

that clafs o f  men, and from their great at­

tention to the people, and to all the details 

o f  the country round them. But w e can­

not be furprized, that men o f  fortune in 

Ireland ihould now refide in villas near the 

metropolis, or abfent themfelves, w hen 

w e recolleót the uncivilized ftate o f  the 

country. A t  prefent it cannot be expected 

from them, nor is it fafe, and unlefs fome 

great change ihould happen, which w ill 

induce and enable men o f  fortune to live 

there, and to initruCt, proteit, and encou­

rage the people, civilization w ill go on 

very {lowly.

A ll  the fame objections which are urged 

in Ireland ágainfl: an Union, were made by
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Scotland at the time o f her Union with 

England, and every mifchief was pre­

dicted, but they all proved unfounded. 

Arguments, which came from fome o f  the 

ableit men o f  thole times, and which then 

appeared almoil conclufive, are completely 

refuted by experience. It was faid, that 

Edinburgh would be deferted and ruined : 

the fame is now faid o f Dublin : but iince 

Union, the fize o f Edinburgh, and the 

number o f her inhabitants, have been more 

than doubled, and the city beautified in a 

high degree. A ll Scotland is greatly 

improved, her population increafed, ihe is 

ten times more rich fince that period : her 

people are civilized, the laws are now exe­

cuted, life and property are fecure ; the L e- 

giilatures of the two Kingdoms no longer 

at variance as heretofore, and at the riik o f 

rupture each counteracting the other. Few  

families of property are now conftantly

*
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abfentees, and almoft without exception, 

thofe Scotchmen, who go from home and 

acquire a fortune, in the end carry it to 

Scotland. Before the Union, Scotland had 

fcarcely any thing wrorthy the name o f  a 

manufacture: all her efforts to obtain a 

foreign or colonial trade had failed, but 

now her manufactures and trade are as 

great in proportion as thofe o f  England. 

And all thefe advantages are greatly be­

yond the progreffive improvement w hich  

would have taken place without an Union, 

and w ithout w hich  m any o f  them never 

could have taken place.

T h e  alarm in the city o f  Dublin on the 

fubjeit of Union is faid to be greater and 

more juft than elfewhere, but I am per­

fectly fatisfied that her apprehenfions are un­

founded. T h e  abfence o f  80 Commoners and 

30 Lords, even fuppofing them conftantly
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reiident before, certainly cannot ruin Dub­

lin. T h e  Lord Lieutenant, the principal 

officers o f every kind, the Courts o f Juf- 

tice w ill ftill remain. She will ilill continue 

the W inter reiidence o f the principal people 

of fortune, as Edinburgh does. She will be 

the feat o f education, o f amufement, and 

o f the arts. Her trade w ill increafe greatly. 

T h e  complete intercourfe and exchange o f 

commodities which will be eilabliihed by 

an Union, w ill raife her commerce beyond 

what the moil fanguine man has ever yet 

imagined. Cork, Waterford, and Limerick, 

will have a great proportion o f  the proviiion 

and other trade ; but Dublin will be the 

great mart for the import and export, parti­

cularly of manufactures. Dublin will have 

the great trade to the moil thriving port, 

perhaps, in the world ; I mean Liverpool. 

T h e  trade of Ireland with England will be 

carried on with moil fecurity, efpecially in
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time o f  war, between thofe ports. Every 

article o f  foreign and Britiih manufacture 

and produce which Ireland does not furniih 

or import immediately from the place o f  

growth or o f  manufacture, fhe may have 

from thence. Alm oft all the w idely-ex­

tended inland navigation o f  England points 

to Liverpool, and may fupply what is 

wanted to advantage. A s Ireland imports 

but a fmall proportion o f her confumption 

o f  W eft-India articles direCtly from the 

place o f growth, Dublin is w ell fituated 

for fupplies o f thofe articles from Briitol 

and Liverpool in return for her exports to 

thofe places. T h e  corn trade w ill become a 

prodigious article, i f  the produce o f  the two 

iilands fhould by an Union be put on the 

fame footing as between two counties in 

England. T h e  great inland navigations o f  

Ireland will convey corn at a cheaper rate to 

Dublin, even from Lim erick and Con-

*
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cuitous and precarious voyage by 

T h e  canal tolls on corn and flour fhould, 

in favour o f Dublin, be purchafed at the 

public expence, or greatly reduced ; and 

the fame ihould be done in refpett to the 

docks in the port of Dublin. T his would 

facilitate the intercourfe between the two 
»

countries, and be a mutual advantage to 

them both ; and would ultimately benefit 

Dublin much more than the refidence o f 

thofe who would be fent to the united 

Parliament. Dublin would become the 

warehoufe o f  the corn o f  that kingdom 

for the fteady and certain corn markets of 

the North-weil of Great Britain and the 

North of Ireland, where a very imall part 

•of the confumption o f the inhabitants can 

poffibly be grown. T h e  Engliih farmer 

may at firft be alarmed, when he hears, 

that Ireland will be confidered as a part of
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England in refpeit to the corn-trade ; but 

the advantages will be reciprocal, and the 

effeft, which fome may apprehend from an 

influx o f  corn more than fufficient, can­

not take place. Unfortunately we con-
\

il'antly import as much oats as Ireland 

can fpare at any time, at prefent double 

the quantity, and that evil is increaf- 

ing rather than decreaiing. She is well 

j U c  fituated to furniih ikafc- partt o f Great Bri­

tain, which will always require a fupply of 

that kind of corn, and the quantity of 

wheat ihe is ever likely to fpare will not be 

iufficient to overload the Britiih markets. 

It will be much lefs mifchievous to the 

growers of wheat in England to have the 

ports regularly and conftantly open to the 

limited quantity that can come from Ire­

land, than to have them open to a glut o f 

corn from all parts o f the world for three 

months certain ; the moment the fmalleit
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proportion o f  the confumption o f  this 

country is wanting, the moment its price 

becomes what is by no means extravagant, 

but on the contrary, while it is moderate, 

confidering the increafed expence o f  tillage. 

T h e  opening o f  our ports for three months 

certain to all the world, when we only 

want a moderate quantity, may reduce the 

price of wheat ruinouily low ; but the 

comparatively fmalVqûantity that could 

come from Ireland, would have no farther 

effe£t than fupplying what may be actually 

wanted. W hen Ireland has a conftantly 

open market in Great Britain for corn, it 

will prove the greateft encouragement to 

her farmers to change their flovenly ma­

nagement. A t prefent their corn is ex­

ported in fo bad a ftate, that it muft meet 

the corn of other countries at market to 

great difadvantage. W hen they have a 

ileady market, they will foon find the ne-

G
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ceffity o f  preparing and dreffing their corn 

in a manner that will enable it to bear a 

competition with the corn of England.

It has been fuggeiled, that the manu- 

fadures of Ireland, and particularly the 

linen trade, would fuffer through the want 

o f  a refident Parliament. T h e  principal 

manufa&ures and commerce o f Scotland 

are fituated at a greater distance from Lon­

don than thofe of Ireland, and they became 

what they are fince the Union o f the Parlia­

ments ; yet there has never been the flighteffc 

complaint in refpeft to neceifary protection 

and aififtance from the Britiih Parliament : 

and perhaps it may not improperly be ob- 

ferved in this place, that no difadvantage 

whatever has arifen to the affairs of Scotland 

in confequence o f her having only forty- 

five Members in the Britiih Parliament, 

but they have been as well attended to
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and as well managed as thofe o f England 

by upwards o f five hundred Members, and
9

the government o f  Scotland has been ad- 

miniftered fince Union as vigilantly and 

more impartially than before, and the fame, 

in all probability, will be the cafe in reipedt 

to Ireland.

T h e  obje£tion to Union 011 the part o f 

the Proteilants o f  Ireland is unaccountable : 

they can hardly be faid to conftitute a na­

tion : they are an Engliih colony govern­

ing upwards o f three millions of Roman 

Catholics, or, at leaft, fix times their own 

number in a country acquired and main­

tained by Engliih arms and treafure, which 

colony never could have fupported itfelf ; 

and even the laft Summer would have been 

overwhelmed, unlefs prote&ed by the fame 

means by Engliih power. T h ey  cannot 

difdain that defcription ; many o f  them, I

G 2
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am fure, are fenfible, that fuch is their 

fituation, and that their confequence and 

fecurity depend on the connexion with the 

Mother Country. In refped to the Roman 

Catholics, Union alone can make it fafe to 

fatisfy their claims. B y Union, all that 

enmity, jealoufy, and contrariety o f in- 

tereil:, which naturally ariie between thofe 

two unequal bodies, muil foon ceafe. T h e  

Proteftants will lofe nothing ; I am fatis- 

fied their objeit was not monopoly, but 

fafety : they will be fafe, and relieved from 

all apprehenlions, and may have a better 

tenantry, and more attached to their in- 

tereil. The Roman Catholics may acquire 

all they can defire ; and I hope we ihall 

never again hear of Proteftant afcendancjr 

or Catholic emancipation, words which 

have been very infidioufly employed to the 

worit purpofes. On cool reflexion it will 

appear, that Ireland will not incur any
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difadvantage, but the advantages to be 

gained by her are the greateft that can be 

conceived, and, in the firft place, fecurity 

and tranquillity, as it is reafonable to fup- 

pofe, that an identity o f Conftitution and 

a due execution o f the L aw s, will produce 

the fame effects in Ireland as they have 

done in Great Britain, and particularly in 

Scotland within this century. T i l l  Union 

takes places, and not till then, will the 

theoretical independence o f  Ireland be­

come pradical. Ireland, in truth, is now 

a&ually dependent on England through 

her divifions, through her trade, and 

through her Conftitution. Either the 

Proteftants or the Catholics will depend 

on Engliih fupport. It has been ihewn, 

that the trade o f  Ireland is abfolutely de­

pendent on that of England ; and the King 

o f  Great Britain being fubjeét to Britiih 

laws, in obeying him, and under the
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neceflary controul o f his Minifters, Ireland 

muft in fome fort be dependent : but fup- 

pofing two perfectly independent Legifla- 

tures within the fame empire, they muft 

always be confidered as in an uncertain and 

perilous flate, mutually inconvenient to 

each other, and always cheriihing difcon- 

tent and jealouiy. I f  one Parliament exerts 

powers in oppofition to thofe o f the other, 

what muit be the confequences ? T h e y  

are fo obvious, that it would be an abufe of 

time to ftate them. W e  cannot refleCt 

with much fatisfaCtion on the only two in- 

flances which have occurred fince the in­

dependence o f the Iriih Legiflature, where­

in the two Parliaments could aCt oppoiitely 

to each other. T he rejection of the com­

mercial propositions in 1785, on the part 

o f Ireland, has not obtained the applauie, 

even in that country, of the well-informed, 

and the conduCt which was held 011 the
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occafion o f  appointing a Regency evinced a 

difpoiition to riik the mifchiefs which might 

be expe&ed to arife from the claihing o f  

two independent Parliaments. In ihort, i f  

the lort o f independence which is claimed 

has any meaning, it leads to feparation—  

Union or feparation muil: take place ; for 

it feems agreed on all fides, that the coun­

tries cannot go on as they are.

Soon after the acceflion o f  James the 

Firft to the Thrones o f  thefe kingdoms, 

that wife Statefman and Counfellor, Sir 

Francis Bacon, ilrongly recommended an 

Union between England and Scotland. 

He clearly faw how faulty and precarious 

the fortunate junction o f  the two countries 

would be, if  only fupported by the cir- 

cumftance of having the fame King. He 

propofed a complete Union. He recom­

mends highly the liberal fyftem o f the

/
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Romans, obferving, that their naturaliza­

tions were, in effeft, perpetual mixtures, 

not only with perfons, but with cities and 

countries ; and adds, that there never were 

any States that were good commixtures but 

the Romans. He alfo obferves, that the 

conduit of other kingdoms has been dif­

ferent, and confequently the addition o f 

farther empire and territory has been ra­

ther matter o f burden than of ftrcngth, and 

kept alive the feeds o f revolt and rebellion 

for many ages. And he adds, that Arragon 

was united to Caftile by a marriage ; but 

after an hundred years, a civil war com­

menced in confequence o f  the bad policy of 

not incorporating, but leaving it a feparate 

Government ; and if  he had lived as late 

as thefe times, he might have ilated 

much ftronger cafes. Machiavel alfo at­

tributes the growth o f the Roman E m ­

pire to the good policy in incorporating
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foeafily with ftrangers; and M olyneux, the 

ftrenuous afferter o f  the independence o f  

the Iriih Parliament, fays, an Union on 

equal terms would be highly advantageous 

to Ireland, and the beft means o f  enjoying 

that independence : and the Iriih Parlia­

ment, in the beginning o f  this century, ex- 

preffed a deiire for an entire Union. But 

the times were not fo enlightened as they 

now are, and a narrow policy prevented the 

participation o f  thofe liberal, fair, and 

equal terms, which are now  offered to Ire­

land. T h e  preient C h ief Baron o f  Ireland, 

one o f  the firft constitutional authorities o f 

that kingdom, and a fuccefsful fupporter o f 

Iriih independence in 1782, has afferted, 

that the independence o f  the Iriih Parlia­

ment was moft valuable, becaufe it would 

enable Ireland to treat for a Union upon 

fair terms.
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The Union o f  Wales and Scotland with 

England, the Union of Bretagne, Dauphiny, 

and other provinces with France, the 

Union of the feveral kingdoms of Spain, 

all of which, while independent, were 

greatly prejudicial to each other, proved 

highly advantageous to the different coun­

tries and to the empires, in proportion to 

the completenefs of legiflative Union that 

took place ; and the feniible Americans 

foon difcovered how dangerous their iitu- 

ation would be, i f  they remained feparate 

independent States.

' i in o tU N ^ S fc o n u jí f i Í io s  flirt orb lo  3h o  

Every advantage that was cxpeded, and

more than was expeded, has been derived

trom the Union o f  Scotland. No country

was ever more diflurbed before and at the

time. Nothing could tend more directly

to reparation than the ad of fecurity which

paiïèd in the Parliament of Scotland iuft
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before that event : a great proportion o f  the 

people o f  all ranks were as ill-diipofed to­

wards England as the worft difpofed o f  the 

Irifh. T h e  Clans were as much out o f  the 

reach o f  the law as any part o f  Ireland can 

be fuppofed to be. T o  carry fire and fword 

from one d ifîr iâ  into another, was as much 

the difpofition o f  the Highlanders, as it has 

been lately o f  W hite-boys and Defenders in 

Ireland, T h e  tafte and fafhion o f  the people 

were to be 111 a fituation to commit hofti- 

lities, and the ch ief men o f  the country, 

inflead o f  endeavouring to excite the in- 

duftry o f  their dependants, only valued 

themfelves 111 proportion to the number o f  

thofe who were difpofed to follow them in 

arms. Notwithftanding the Crowns o f the 

two kingdoms had been annexed above an 

hundred years, a connexion with France 

was ftili kept up, and the moil dangerous 

intrigues carried on. I lhall only add, that

H 2
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aithouo-h the caufes or motives were notG
precifely the fame, the effects were ; and 

many other inftances o f  the diforders, 

and o f  the refemblance o f  the fituation 

o f Scotland at that time to the prefent 
*

ftate o f Ireland might eafily be ftated, 

and that all thofe circumftances which 

diiturbed Scotland, as much as Ireland now 

is, have been done away by Union.

Nature has given many local advant­

ages to Ireland. Union w ill give her a 

Conftitution that is deemed the beft ; w ill 

give her tranquillity, wealth, and cha­

racter ; and money will be lent in Ireland, 

when fettled, with as much confidence as 

in England. T hofe who are now abfentees 

would find the advantage o f  refiding there. 

Engliihmen would riik their perfons and 

property in that country, w hich, i f  not
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immediately, w ill  in time, become as civi­

lized as Great Britain.

O n  the whole, it may be confidently 

pronounced, Union is m oil neceffary, and 

w ill be m oil beneficial to Ireland. T h e  

plan feems formed for her peculiar, al­

though I w ill not fay for her exclufive, 

advantage, and as a partial friend I could 

not propofe any thing more favourable 

for her. Y e t  it by no means follows, 

that the great advantages o f Union to Ire­

land w ill be counterbalanced by dilad- 

vantages to Great Britain, or that the gain 

o f  Ireland w ill be the lofs o f  Great Britain. 

In a long courfe o f  years, even i f  the mea- 

lure o f  Union ihould not take place, ma­

nufactures and trade w ill decline in fome 

places when they redouble from various 

circumftances in others : but poffible local 

difadvantages muit uot prevent the L eg il-
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làture from looking to the general good. 

It muft be admitted, the profperity of Ire­

land would be the profperity of Great Bri­

tain. T he inefficient ftate o f a part is a 

great lofs to the whole. T h e  uniettled 

ftate of that country is a general drawback 

from the profperity o f the empire, every 

part of which will find the advantage o f  

that high degree of improvement which 

the affimilation of the two countries ŵ ould 

effeft. Great additional ftrength, and fe- 

curity and general profperity to Great Bri­

tain and to the Empire, will be the conie- 

quence of Union, and the attention of the 

Executive Government would not here­

after, amidft the diftrefles o f war, and at 

the moment of the utmoft peril, be dif- 

traded by confpiracies and rebellion in 

Ireland.

Perhaps no circumftance in the character
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o f  the commercial and manufacturing in- 

tereils, and o f  the people in general in 

Great Britain, gives a greater proof o f 

their liberality and good fenfe, than their 

acquiefcence on this occafion in fome pof- 

iible lacrifice o f manufactures, o f  com­

merce, and o f  conftitution, for the fake 

o f unity and tranquillity o f  empire. 

The energies of commerce furpafs, and 

fometimes contradict, the moil plaufible 

calculations : and even in a commercial 

light England might be benefited by a 

great increafe of manufactures and com­

merce in Ireland, inafmuch as Ireland will 

be better enabled to pay for the many 

articles ihe will continue to take from 

England. W e all know that much com­

mercial advantage cannot be obtained by 

trading with a nation which is not rich, 

efpecially when the produce o f  the two 

countries is the iame. T he interchange o f
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commodities w ill animate trade ; and no 

intelligent man w ill fay, that the manu­

factures o f  England have decreafed in con- 

fequence o f  the great increafe o f  manufac­

tures in Scotland. But thole who w ill give 

themfelves the trouble o f  examining the

queftion w ill find, that the tw o countries 

are mutually benefited by the profperous 

ftate o f  their refpeCtive manufactures and 

commerce, and that competition encourages 

(kill and induilry, and promotes and en­

forces good regulations, and confequent 

cheapnefs o f  manufacture. In refpeCt to 

revenue, the empire w ill be h igh ly  be­

nefited ; for with the increafe o f  wealth, 

there w ill be as great increafe in the ex> 

cife and cuitoms ; and when we enu­

merate the commercial and other ad­

vantages that would be derived from 

an Union, we fhould not forget the mif- 

chiefs that would be avoided, and that
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the final termination o f  the antient alli­

ances, the connexion, and the intrigues o f  

France with Scotland, and all projects o f  

feparation, were at laft effe&ed by the Union 

o f  Great Britain.

In refpeil to the incompetence o f  Parli- 

ment, it is difficult to believe that that ob- 

jed ion  is at this time ferioully urged : i f  it 

is, it only convinces me there Í3 great 

want o f argument againft the meafure o f 

Union. T h e  argument would throw us 

back to firft principles ; that is, the diifo- 

lution of Government, and to that jargon 

which has nearly ruined Europe. This 

dodlrine was ably refuted at the time o f  

the Union with Scotland ; i f  it had not, it 

would ill fuit the pretenfions o f Ireland to 

eftabliih it.

Ií I ihould be aiked, whether I am fatis-

I
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fi'ed that Union will produce order and 

ileady profperiry in Ireland, I ihould an- 

fwer, that I am. T he fame violence and 

machinations which exiil at prefent to ef­

fect ieparation might poflibly De attempted 

at firft ; but when Ireland is irrevocably 

become a part of Great Britain, there would 

gradually and foon be an end of lpeculations 

and confpiracies. France would no longer 

fpeculate on diilinft governments and in- 

tereils. T he enemies of order would not 

be tempted by any profpedl o f fuccefs : 

they would recoiled:, that it is not Ireland 

alone, but the three kingdoms, that mull 

be induced to facrifice or yield their Conili- 

tution : and, as was the cafe in Scotland, 

when the people o f  that country, who had 

been fo averfe to Union, had tailed the 

fweets of that meafure, they became the 

moil ilrenuous fupporters of it ; info- 

much, that when it was the obje£t to raife
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a rebellion there, it was found that a decla­

ration againil Union would be unpopular 

and hurt the caufe.

It may appear extraordinary, that fo 

much ihould be faid in this Houle to prove 

the advantage o f Union to Ireland ; but 

the arguments are not fo mifapplied as they 

may feem to be, they are, in truth, arguments 

to recommend the laying a propoiition be* 

fore the Iriih nation fo beneficial, that I can­

not doubt but a people of great abilities 

and capable of difcernment, will, when the 

heat o f their alarm has fubfided, no longer 

refufe to take into confideration a plan 

which may be highly advantageous to every 

part of the empire ; and unleis the meafure 

had been ill underftood, the jinreafonable 

refufal to liften to any propofition, could 

not have taken place.



In voting for the refolutions, I do not 

mean to approve more than the principle 

o f  Union, to which no adequate objection 

has been ftated. I f  we fhould hereafter pro­

ceed to details, it will be then neceflary to 

give all our attention, and exert our beft 

powers in examining the articles; and 

above all, in preventing harm to the Con- 

ftitution, taking care that we do not, with

a levity an4  fubmiffion that feem to belont̂>
£o the times, do any thing that may be un- 

neceifary for one country, and ihould be 

highly dreaded by the other.

There has now been an opportunity of 

fome experience, which it is to be hoped 

will promote the utmoil; liberality and can­

dour in propofing the mealure, whenever 

the people o f  Ireland are found to be dif- 

pofed to accept it. Every man will agree 

with me in deprecating all idea o f  force or
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threats, or the ufe o f  any means that a

manent, it w ill not be fufficient that it be 

merely acceded to by Parliament. T h e  

people at large muft be reconciled to it ; 

and that they may, is the wiih neareil my 

heart. It is for Ireland that I am moil 

intereiled on this occaiion. Her deplorable 

condition demands it ; for I am moil feri- 

oufly convinced the meafure is abfolutely 

necejfary for her tranquillity, fecurity, and 

‘welfare. T h e  bad eifedls o f  two feparate 

Parliaments within one empire, and the 

baneful idea o f  feparation, can be done 

away only by an Union ; and until that 

event takes place, Ireland will never be 

fettled, w ill always be diflurbed by the 

moil mifchievous fpeculations and in-

not perfe&ly fair and honourable.

T o  render Union fatisfadlory and per
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trigues, the fport o f  parties, and o f  the 

enemies of England ; ihe will be a weaknefs 

as ihe is at prefent, inftead o f  a ilrength to 

the empire.

T H E  E N D .
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