=

ENQUIRY

THE CAUSES

or

POPULAR DISCONTENTS

IN

I R EWU AN D.

(Price Two Shillings and Sixpente.)



4
i
r

e -
A s

1 F




2

ENQUIRY

INTO

THE CAUSES

POPULAR DISCONTENTS

ER ENCA ND.

BEY
AN IRISH COUNTRY GENTLEMAN.

THE SECOND EDITION:

LONDON:

PRINTED FOR J. WALLIS, 40, PATERNOSTER-ROW.

By G. Woodfall, Paternoster-row,

1805,



% ﬁmmx ©)

a;#!} f ﬁ ‘ih!

M :"ﬁ’n’j.l ‘;'# B




P SR TR SR SRR G e e W L
oy : -
’

230 A \ 4
~0eiili & obtl lite ; visey Xk Dawolk ez bodl riguors
;61 3064 jo1g | norzavdsgge i s'ges
J01191 {10 DOYIogaUs 20 3 BMISVOY) o6t L vinuo
-3 } AGe I ol 10l ol 1 el i iy bak
_s E N !Q U ] R ?YS &;C' 9 22
’ ; ‘ p . i ’l ; r1a (e 1'}
T -
ide £ Lt i
Ry . -
[ i 5
| 3
: o estury fsd Ain :
INTRODUCTION. ... o1
. ’ {1 1 mOoO%e. enri rwW
a f‘.SEE,NATIONES SLOWLY WISE, AND MEANLY .)_‘UST.”
y _ : . i ey oJOHNSON:

’I"HE best:way: -to remedy any:evil is to remove
its cause; it is often a fruitless, and always a
laborious ‘undertaking, to combat with its effects.
An; instance - is not _the. less valuable because it is
familiar. I will take one from Mr. ELKINGTONS
method of draining land.
This gentleman, instead.of beginiang to drain the
borders' of a marsh,  leoks for the source of the
water that i1s spread over it; and frequently, by
giving vent to-a small spring, drains at-once whole
tracts, that would have required.more, time and
expense. to ~be reclaimed than they were worth, as
long, as the spring-continued to flow upon.them. -
. We! lear much' of the effects of .rebellions -in
Ireland, but very little of their causes;- the ‘material
question, why these things are so, has;been entirely,
disregardeds -and what -has been the consequence ?-
‘Though 'Government has. been armed with all lati=
tude of ‘power ; though it has not-been crippled by
the want of means, has not been‘embarrassed by
restrictions, has not been 'stayed by résponsibility ;
though punishment has been urged-almost to ruin,:
N ot kol B soba vl b though



2 AN ENQUIRY, &c.

though blood has flowed profusely; still life is mise-
rable in apprehension, still property is poor in se-
curity, the Government is supported only by terror,
and this so imperfectly, that the moment a2 enthu-
siastic -leader is found, a rebellion is organized.
Under such circumstances, there 15 no great pre-
sumption in planning a better system of administra-
tion, for nothing can be worse than the present :
let it be grounded on an inquiry into the causes,
into all the causes of discontent in Ireland ; let us
not rest satisfied’ with adopting-any single cause,
which has become a sort of favourite. Thereis
ever sothe prejudice, or some interest, which makes
the whole truth unpalatable to the mass of man-.
kind ; and perhaps means may be found for securing.
public  tranquillity, equally prompt, and more con=
genial to the common feclings of humanity; than
the double agency of martial and civil law, which
in their competition tosave the body, scem likely to
lop off all the members, - .

Bat first it will be useful to show, what are not
the-h causes of rebellion, though often considered as
such. Bng 2 T
~ It springs from no accidental cause ; it is not the
sudden ebullition’ of individual enthusiasm or po-
pilar rages it does not tesemble Lord GEORGE
GorboN 'stiet, or the disturbances in Wales on the
ifitroduction’ of the Winchester bushel. . Rebellion
has Jong “been active, constant, and uniform ; Its
causes must thetefore be also active, constant, and
unifors,  Secondly, the rebellious spirit of the
Trish ‘does not arise from any inherent and insupe-
sablé “bias in the national character ; the Irish are
not natarally rebels. - (A
- We shall have no doubt of this, if we reflect
that though the character of the upper ranks may

be fornted by education and literature, the charac-
I ter
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A¥ ENQUIRY, &c, 3

ter of the lower ranks is uniformly such as it is
made by laws and government. The boundaries
of governments are also the boundaries of the distin+
guishing features of the nation. ArTrUR Youwna
has 1emarked, that in passing the boundaries be-
tween France and Spain, you do not advance a milé
before you observe a complete contrast in the ap-
pearance of the inhabitants; the same takes place
between Holland and France, France and Switzer-
land, Switzerland and Germany ; the inhabitants of
each excel the inhabitants of the rest in - industry,
morality, and affection to their government, in pro-
portion as the several governments distribute liberty,
security, and repectability to their subjects. As a
stronger proof, we shall find, that if every thing else
were alike, the lower ranks in Ireland would be
averse, instead of being prone to rebellion; for in al}
countries the lower ranks are averse to change and
novelty., A peasant lives in a contracted but con-
tinued round of the same habits ; the few opinions
he has, he adopts from his parents, who received
them from similar authority: every new light alarms
his ignorance, and shecks his prejudices.

Dr. PriesTLEY has founded a very ingenious train
of reasoning on this single principle—that the oldest
opinions are always found among the common
people. Inquire of any physician where he finds
the most opposition to inoculation with the cow-
pox, ameng the sich, or among the poor? Where-
ever the French armies marched, in Germany, Swit-
zerland, .Italy, even in Egypt, the armed peasants
were their formidable enemies. Wealth, education,
leisure, are the sources of experiment and change;
the adversaries of all novelty, whether useful or not
are found in labour, ignorance, and poverty.

An equal reason why the Irish peasantry, ceter:ss

ribus, should not be rebels, is their religion.

The Roman Catholic religion, in every other coun-

B 2 try,
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try, has been found the strongest support of arbitrary
power. - The subjection to the priesthood,: the reli-
gious terrors, and the self-abasement which form. its
prominent tenets, are admirably adapted to subdue
the mind, and fit-it to the yoke of eivik tyranny.
Since the first rise of the papal authenty (alengand
a busy period) Ireland presents the only. instance
where - this religion, : existing in - its full-force, has
been found leagued with resistance to!the civil
power, and inculcating, at the 'same. time, the
dogmas of religious superstition, - and  the. princi-
ples of democratical ~enthusiasm. No stronger
proof cam be required, that there,is some injudicious
system acted upon  in Ireland, which forees the
order of events from their natural course, and gives
to the most important motives that act on national
character a bias, directly the reverse to what they
have exhibited in-all ,ages, ;and  in- every other
country. , ot | VA lavan

If, theny the causes of the sebellious spirit in Ire-
land - are mneither accidental,. nor zefernble to any
patural  disposition«of the nation, independant of
the common effects of laws and ‘government. .

The - next stepuis- to show in what they do exist.
TFhe following appear to- me to be the principal
topics, that ‘eught to.be well considered, 1f any sin-
cere effort be made to restore the tranquillity of
Ireland. - i v 48 ,-
. 1. The recollection, which, exists in Ireland, of
’; being & conquered people. :
-2, The great confiscations.of private property.

4. The. distinctions between the Protestants and
.. .+ Roman-Catholics. :
-4+ The distinctions between the members of the

Church - of England, the Protestants and

4+ = Presbyterians.
5. Bithdtmy -
..-62 The degraded state of the peasantry.

-

2 The
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7. The influence of a Republican party.
8. The Union.

First Cause.

THE RECOLLECTION OF THE CONQUEST OF IRE-~
. LAND BY THE ENGLISH, |

Ifit be true, that old habits and opinions maintain
their influence on the minds of the common, people
for an indefinite length of time, we oughtmot to
neglect the most distant causes in explaining the for-
mation of their present character. Nothing can be
more certain, than that a conquered people will
hold their conquerors in aversion, till some greater
revolution owerwhelms the recollection of the dis-
tinction that existed between them; as long as a
distinction exists, so long will there be a suspicious
government, and discontented subjects.

After the conquest of a country, there are but
three methods of preventing the constant recur-
rence of civil commotiens.  First either to restore
the conquered their liberty and independence, for
which history has no example; or for the con-
querors to embody themselves, and have one com-
mon government and interest with the conquered,
as the Tartars bave done in China, and the Normans
i England; or, lastly, to extirpate the conquered
with fire and sword, of which history has many
examples. The English did not adopt precisely
any one of these plans, but pursued that unwise
system -of government, which leaves the conquered
sufficient toleration to acquire force, yet not enough
to disarm _animosity. ! ;

So far from seeking to blend all distinctions be- .
tween the race of the, conquerors and conquered,
it became a part of national pride and personal
vanity, not to suffer them to mingle, Intermarriages
were forbidden ; oppression was thought no crime,
Decause 1t was very little exposed to retaliation ; con-

AT ; B 3 : tempt
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tempt became the sentiment, and contumely the
expression to which a nation too easily conguered
is always exposed. Moral juftice between men
and men is only generated by the power which
each has of enforcing it; where the power is'weak,
the sentiment is feeble; where the first does not
exist, the latter is extinguished. ‘Wedispose of the
lives of brates, and the liberty of negroes, with
very little compunction; it was in the same spirit,
that it was lawful to kill a wild Irishman ; and that
neither his property, nor his person, was thought
worthy of the protection of the common law.

The hatred which this system of injustice created
in the hearts of the native Irish against the English
settlers, and the name of Englishman, has been
perpetuated by the habit of feeling their very exist-
ence, property, and civil enjoyments, resting on
the ground of toleration granted to an encmy, ra-
ther than on the acknowledged rights of common
citizenship. At every period, there has been some
distinction or privation, toattach to their feeligg the
prating recollection of being a conquered people.

Any one may readily conceive, under these cir-
cumstances, that the hatred to the Irish Protestants,
and the English, still exist among the native Irish,
bnt few are aware of it’s extent. One great proof
of it is, the little progress the English language has
made. = Travellers generally pass though the weal-
thiest parts of the country, and the towns where the
English have successively settled, and imagine that
the language is universal. But in all the'north-west
and south-west counties, the English language is
scarcely known. In the county of Meath, which
borders immediately upon the metropolis, a justice of

ce must understand Irish, or keep an interpreter;
and even where the parties understand English, they
pertinaciously adhere to the language the idioms of
which they best understand ; and say proverbially,

“ When
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¢ When you plead for your life, plead in Irish."
There is no Irish gentleman who cannot witness
the extreme repugunance with which all English
stewards, English customs, and English improve-
meats are regarded by the commeon Irish; and
whenever 1 bhave heard them speak among them-
selves of the English, it has always been in terms
of the strongest aversion. |
~To remove this source of discontent, which ori-
ginates in the resentment of a conquered people,
some one of the means must be adopted which
would have prevented it. Either Ireland must be
restored to unequivocal independance®; or the
people of Ireland must be so entirely incorperated
with the people of England, that not the smallest
civil or religious distinction may remain; or else
the great body of the Roman Catholies must, upon
every decent occasion, be reduced by military exe-
cution, till their numbers and political importance
become quite inconsiderable.

Second Cause.

THE CONFISCATIONS OF PROPERTY THAT HAVE
TAKEN PLACE IN IRELAND.

The origin of all industry, wealth, and civiliza-
tion, proceeds from security of property. Where-
ever men are found without laws to secure the rights
of property, they are certain to exist in a savage
state, deprived of the necessaries as well as the
comforts of life. Indolence is the first rude luxury
of man ; nor will he exchange it for the more varied

® Wherever the word independance occurs, it must be re-
ceived in the old sense formely applied to it in Ireland, as
consisting.in an independeat parliament. The Author begs
leave to say in this place, that he deprecates all wild ideas of
severing the two countries by means of an independent cxe-

i '
o R4 luxuries
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luxuries that are purchased by industry; till'heis Cer-
tain that the fruits of his indufiry will be secured to
him ;' that what he has sown another will not reap.
Where' confiscations of - property ‘have -often taken
place,: industry will' have little enterprises: and
though a few may be enriched by legal pillage, the
mass of the people will remain poor and ‘dispirited:
Considering a country merely as a soufce ofrevenue,
1t is much wiser to'levy a contribution 6n the profits
of industry, than'toseize on'the capital which sub-
ports it. - Thus in the late revolution in France, the
plundering spinit of its different. dictators disap-
pointed itself.  Setting up a right to place all the
wealth of ‘the country in requisition, they destroyed
the sources of national wealth, and found themselves
much ‘more distressed for money, than if they had
levied ‘a -sum one thousand 'times greater by the
equal and regulated -mode ‘of taxation. In the same -
manner it 1s hardly credible how little revenue Eng-
land has ever raised in'Ireland during the long pe-
riod it has had it in possession ; nay, if a balance
were fairly struck, it would be found that Ireland
has proved a considerable loss, and that England
would have been” mlore' rich, and more powerful,
if 1t had never pillaged or ruled in the sister Island.

But in addition to the decline of national wealth,
another evil of equal importance is sure to arise
from. general confiscations, by laying. the foundation
of .civil commotions. Those who have lost their
* property. ‘will still nourish hopes of regaining it, and
those. who have seized it will always have sus-
picions of the design ; jedlousy ‘will be the policy
of. the government, discontent . the habit of the
peopte

The utility of a. permanent secunty of property
'is so .evident, .that there is' no’ stronger idea of
rlght generated in the common opinions of men,
than ‘the right to the prgperty that has been con-

3 secrated
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setrafed to them by long possession’; and"thiere i3
no right which is so reluftantly resigned, - or. the
breach of which is regarded with more “ams
mosity. ' L P

The Irish Roman Catholics seem never to have

fest sight of the hopes of recovering their ancient

possessions, or ever to have abated their resent-
ment to the party who despoiled them. If any
one will be at the trouble to consult the original
grants at the Record-office, in Dublin, he will see
that almost the whole of lreland has been forfeited
at different times, on the first conquest, and during
all the successive reigns, but particularly under
James the First, Oliver Cromwell; and William
the Third. As to the mode of confiscation, 1t was
arbitrary and violent in the extreme. The ccle-
brated Earl of Stafford, certainly not the worst
oppressor Ireland has experienced, 1s still familiarly
known to the Roman Catholic peasantry in the
county of Wicklow,. by the appellation of Black
Tom; and the instances of his depred:tions are
repeated as circumstantially as 1f they had taken
place: only a short time ago. When we consider
too the detail of “these depredations, and that
the lands were mostly subdivided in military allot-
ments, among Protestant soldiers of fortune, who
abhorred the natives for their religion, and despised
them for their misfortunes, can we wonder that
oppression Becafne a habit, or doubt -that the early
rebellions oftthe’ Catholics were justifiable, if in-
jury justify resentment ? | :

it 4s mow too late ‘to propose the plain remedy
for the evils of confiscation in Ireland. restitution.
This property has now been so long vested 1 the
presént proprietors, that the anterests of justice
and utility would be more offended by dispossess-
ing'them, than they would be advanced by rein=
stating the lawful owners. In all codes of law,.
- 1t
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it is found necessary to fix a term of prescnpttar
which is paramount even to the rights of lineal
desgent.

Yet much, if not every thing, might be effected
by removing all religious distinctions.

It is evident that the recollection of these nights

has been very much perpetuated by the claim~
ants being firmly united in a2 religious sect, and
by their still considering the descendants of the
original spoilers as their encmies. It is not that
the modern Catholics hate the modern Protestants,
because they continue to recollect their own title
to the fosfeited property; but they continue to
recollect these claims, because the Protestants
have never ceased giving them good grounds to
hate them. But once remove these sources of an-
tipathy, once relax the bond of union which unites
the Catholies by their common grievances, and
we should hear very little regret for the fee simple,
which has been out of possession six hundred
years.
Terrible as the comsequences of confiscation al-
ways are, they may be very much assuaged, and
in the end entirely obliterated, if no continuance
of injuries, if no civil disqualifications unite the suf-
ferers into a coyporate capacity, and perpetuate the
memory of the original breach of justice.

Bonaparte is eatitled at least to this praise, that
he has afforded the returned emigrants no means of
becoming a party distinct from the rest of their
fellow-citizens. An honest descendant of the Mont-
morencis, who shall make a fortune by trade or
manufactures, will trouble his head very little about
the demesnes and feudal rights of his ancestors;
and we may safely prophesy, thatsix hundred years
hence there will not be a Frenchman, who will feel
an interest 1n the present disposition of the propricté
netionale.

So
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‘So would it have been with the Irish Roman
Catholics, if an equal participation of the rights
and privileges of their countrymen had gradually
compelled them to sink the differences of sectarians
in the common interests of Irishmen.

Third Cause.

THE DISTINCTIONS CREATED BY GOVERNMENT
IN FAVOUR OF THE IRISH PROTESTANTS, TO
THE PREJUDICE OF THE ROMAN CATHOLICS,

When a highwayman robs a traveller, prudence
points out two ways of lessening the risk of pu-
nishment : either to murder the person he has
robbed, and thus get rid of a material witness;
or if he does not choose to plunge so deep in
criminality, the alternative is, to soften the outrage
by civil language, an anxiety to give no unneces-
sary alarm, and to throw back a few shillings to pay
the turnpikes. A generous man would scarcely feel
resentment against so courteous a thief, and cer-
tainly would not seek to hang him. But it surely
would be the height of infatuation, to rob a man,
to spare his life, and yet load him with every injury
and 1nsult.

When the English seized upon the property of
the native Irish, prudence required them either to
exterminate the men they had injured, or if they suf-
fered them to live, to try to efface the recollection
of their wrongs by good usage, a forbearance of in-
jurious ' distinctions, ‘an equal enjoyment of civil
rights and privileges, religious toleration, and all
those common participations which would gradu-
ally. have weakened the distinction between the

underers and the pillaged. -

But with equal folly and cruelty they spared the
lives of the conquered, yet subjected them to a sys-
tem of insult and injury, which has existed through
six centuries, and is and always has been the fruitful

source
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source of rebellion most disgraceful to governmeént,
and divisons most fatal to thé state. w:
I should be inclined to pass over those penal laws
which attached to the Roman Catholics, and have
been repealed, but though their operation has ceased,
their effect must still be considered as exifting’; for
as long as the Catholics are treated as a subservient
sect, ‘the'recollection of former injuries will have al-
moft as'great an effect “as ‘the suffering ‘from actual

\

.

grievances *. - ¢
To any one of common sense or feeling; it will be
sufficient merely to mention the: principal penal acts

that have been repealed.

Catholics were made subject toa premunire, to

a penalty .on not resorting to the protestant churches;
any one was at hiberty. to .burnstheir mass houses ;
their priests were not tolerated, and in the reign of
George the First, an act! passed the Irish Parlia-
ment to castrate every priestifound in that kingdom:
even 1n more tolerant ‘times the priests were
ebliged to resort  to foreign countries. for their edu-

ir

* Though the letter of the penal-laws has been repealed, they,
exist in fact. The law which prevented Catholics from being
justices of the peace, and from, sitting on grand juries, has
been repealed ; but in ‘fact; no Roman Catholic is ever made
2 justice of ‘the peace,! or called to the grand jury, except
where the Union has stripped the country of Protestant gentle-
men. In many countries Protestants will not visic a Ca-
tholic; it is the faShion at all times to speak of Catholics in the
most injurious and.degrading terms; and every 12th of July,
under pretence of commemorating the battle of the Boyne, pro-
cessions of Protestants parade the country countenanced by go-
vérament; using every means to insult the Catholics and pro-
claim their'triumph over them. The Orange lodges, those great
political “blunders of the irish gentry, are founded on the same
principles, while the mystery thiown over their designs adds
new apprehensions to the insecurity of the Catholics, Yet at
this motfent, all this insulting folly is countenanced by the Bri-
tish ‘cabinet, who gravely wonder why the Catholies 'should be
discontented. ;- UL w Hlueat |

. . e b éi bas .cation,
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cation. = Roman Catholics were not : permitted to
have schools for their children, not could they ap-
point guardians for:them ;. they . were deprived -of
any testamentary power, and: their  property sub-
jected to the law of gavelkind, in hopes of reducing
the whole sect to poverty 5 they could not lend mo-
ney on seeurity ; they could not purchase lands, and
by the celebrated act called the Bill of Discovery,
if one of their children tiirned Protestant, she might
dispossess the father! of his.property., Roman Ca-
tholics could not intermarry with, Protestants, they
were excluded from all civil offices 5. they could nei-
ther vote for a representative, nor could they sit
themselves in Parliament/. Thus as Creatures of the
Divinity, as Fathers, as  Men, and as Citizens,
they- were on all sides persecuted, outraged, insulted
and enslaved,, by the most flagrant and, stupid penal
code that ever triumphed over common sense and
humanity. ' Aot
The civil distinctionswwhich. now - exist call
more immediately for our attention. I bglieve the
following may be considered as-a correct list*. |
Roman Catholics cannot sit in Parliament;
they cannot hold any office under the Crown s they
have all the burden of supporting their own clergy,
while they are obliged to contribute an equal share
with the Protestants to the support of the Protes-
tant clergy;; their clergy are not paid by govern-
ment, neither have they any voice 1n the legislature,
whilst thie Protestant clergy enjoy very high emolu-
ments, their bishops and archbishops have splendid
incomes; and a seat in the House of Lords.
. Many . people, I am aware, in comparing the
present, with the former  state of - this penal code,

# .There are.still very severe laws against converts from the

gg_@mn;‘ to the Popish religion, and against converts from
¢ Popish religion, who relapse into their original faith.

RN TIFAL | oo will
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will be apt to feel very well satisfied, ahd wonder
the Catholics should not do so too. * When so
much has been done away, they may bear very
well with what remains.”” But topics of consolatioti
drawn from comparative wrong, or misery, though
they are great favourites with a certain class of
reasoners; those who inflict, are found very delusive
when urged to those who suffer. It is very litt]e
comfort to the man who has his eyes put out at
"Tunis, that he might bave had his nose cut off too
had he lived at Acre. : |

Injuries are grievous, more in proportion to the
sensibility of those whom they affect, than their
own intrinsic weight.  As  civilization advances,
the sense of injury becomes more delicate and re-
fined. Homer’s heroes could -patiently receive the
lie ; now a man could not honourably support life
till such an insult was effaced, though at the risk of
life itself. | ; :

The most cruel  pefseeution would havée been
moré bearable in the reign of Elizabeth, than the
shghtest religious disqualification is now, -

For this reason, grievances ought never to b
removed by halves. For by removing a part,
the minds of the aggrieved only acquire more felf
consequence, and become more susceptible to the
grievances which remain. A partial femoval of
grievarnce; is like opening a window to a prisoner’s -
dungeon ; it is hike throwing light upon his bolts
and chains. The present distinction which now
affect the Roman Catholics are insults rather than
injuries. -~ But let it never be forgotten, that in the
present state of civilization, insults are far more
grievots than injuries, 'When a government stu-
pidly affixes them to large bodies of men, the social
passion agitates, enlarges, and dignifies resentment,
and makes things of smallest moment the hinge -

on which tke fate of empire and society depends.
But
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- But when a government loses all sense, and ven-
tures to insult a sect; when it arrays against itself
not only the exag%erated feelings of the social pas-
sions, but also of feligious enthusiasm ; when it
makes rebellion appear not only generous, but sa-
cred, can we wonder that opinion, it’s firmest and
most respectable support, proves visiopary, and all
it’s authority rests upon the odious the disgraceful
asdistance of the halter and the sword ?

If we consider haw prone mankind ate naturally
to invent distinctions and to separate in parties, and
vet what animosities are sure to ‘arise, wherever
such parties exist, we should be careful never to
give any grounds for distinctions, certainly never
such itnportant grounds as arise from civil, or reli-
glous privations. - by

But with us that sect of men, whom, by marking
out as distinct from ourselves, we have attached to
each other by the bonds of brotherhood, religion,
and common suffering ; these, whom we have com-
pressed on all sides 1nté a firm phalanx, are the
men, whose ancestors-our ancestors deprived of
property and independence ; and that the recol-
lection of the wrong mizht never be forgotten by
their posterity, that hereditary hatred might never
be sacrificed to mutual interest and friendship, we
have taken care to keep alive their resentment, by
attaching to the tenets they hold sacred the most
marked and injurious disqualifications *,

But hére it may be objected, that it is not
against Papists, but against Popery, that these pe-
nal laws are intended to act; that the Popish reli-
gion weakens and degrades the human mind, and

* The most fatal error in the conduct of the British Ministry
towards Ireland, was the recal of Lord Fitzwilliam. This,
Bowever, was not so wonderful, as that 2 man of such ace
kenowledged good sense and integrity should ever have been
appointed to the office of Lord Licutenant, ,

s therefore
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therefore is unfayourable to. civil liberty 5 ‘that it
acknowledges a foreign potentate as it's head, and
therefore is destructive of all principles of domestic
government. 1 allow all this; I consider  the.Po-
pish- religion as the mest formidable source of
slavery and superstition that has sprung from'the
abuse of religiony and where the destruction of it is.
the end that government pursues, I.would at. least
be a willing ally.. ... il od PR dbBRIZNs
But are pains and, penalties, are civil distinctions,
the best means to prevent the growth of a sect?
If the Irish Roman Catholics-hayve become nume-
rous and powerful; under the celebrated = statutes
of Queen Ann, if all the powers of  bribery failed
1n gaining one~convert from  the. most corrupt,
fear from the most timid, political disgrace from
the most- ambitious of the Roman Catholics, we
may judge of the experiment fromi the event, and
rest satisfied that the severe and disqualifying system
1s radically wrong. s bz a | .
Let  us. then examine what a contrary svstem
might effect ; and to drop for a time the invidious
wstance of the-Roman Catholics, we will suppose
a more extreme, and-consequently a more conclusive
case,- | i )
We will suppose that from some of the, innume-
rable caprices of religious enthusiasmy a sect should
arise; which, influenced by the fear rather than by
the love of the Author of the universe, should in
good. carnest ‘worship the Devil., A great alarm
would very justly arise, lest such- a sect should ex~
tend 1t’s numbers and it’sinfluence, and Government.
mightsvery properly take into it’s consideration the
means of checking it’s progress. .
“#But for this' purpose, would ‘it be wise to ex-
clude the new zealots from Parliament and civil
trusts; ought they to be marked out as objeéts of pu-~
nishment ; ought the subsistence of their priests to

be
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be left dependent on the degree of enthusiasm with
which they inspire their followers? If such a line
of conduct were pursued, it would produce the
same effect that it has done in all ages, and in all
countries. The bond of attachment among them-
selves would be drawn closer, when they were set
apart from the rest of their countrymen; their enthu-
siasm would be inflamed by suffering ; their priests
would ' be more zealous than the established clergy,
and consequently would make more converts: and
a few insignificant fanatics, by being persecuted
into importance by the Government, might soon
materially influence the opinions of the whole
nation. No; I would treat them with all the
contempt of toleration; I would admit them to
all the rights of citizens, as long as they acted as
such; and if they went so far as to offend against
the laws, I would punish them in their individual,
and not in their corporate capagity ; and I would
punish them for their acts, not for their opinions.
But, above all, I would pay their priests well, and
teach them to eat and drink like gentlemen.

Let us ascertain what would be the effect of this
line of conduct.

Onc body of men can never keep themselves
much or long separated from the rest, unless Go-
vernment affords them more durable insignia than
mere names and opinions, by marking them with
some injudicious distinction. Trade, literature,
family connections, public and private interests,
powerfully contribute to blend the whole mass of
society ; and -after the novelty of a new sect has
ceased, if there be no difficulty to be overcome, no
oppositien to be encountered, no injuries to be en-
dured; 1f there be neither glory, exertion, nor re-
sentment to keep enthusiasm alive; there remains
notbib%r, to prevent the common character of the

by c citizen

-
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' citizen from overpowering the assumed distinctive
character of the sectarian. ' 8

The fate of Free-masonry is a strong instances;
notwithstanding it’s assumed importance, and it’s
mysterious rites, it scarcely excites curiosity, and
is regarded with no ore interest than.any com-
mon contivial club.

But in order to make religious enthusiasm eternal,
oive it only the smallest distinction to form a bond
of union among it’s adherents, and. the'social pas-
sion instantly unites them into a party, feeling a
separate and adverse interest from the rest of the
nation, -

For this purpose, it isvmot mecessary that they
should be persecuted ; the slightest distinction which
is laid on them by government will be sufhicient.
Pass, but a law, that the Methodists shall wear red
capes to their coats, and it is a chance but in ten
years they overturn the goverament.

No other reasoning will account for the following
very singular circamstance :—Many of the young
men of property, who adhere to the Roman Ca-
tholics in Ireland, are, in fact, Deists ; and yet they
submit to all the privations attached to the profes-
sion of the Catholic religion ; feel a common interest
with it, and make a common cause against the go-
vernment that‘continues to deprive the Catholics of
their rights.

Why is this, but that it is reckoned base and
disgraceful” to desert @ persecuted sect? - 'Where
much ‘is" to be ‘gained by the sacrifice, there s al-
ways ‘& strong suspicion, when old "opinions are
sacrificed, that it'is from interested motives. ‘This
is an equivocal situation; 'which young men of any
generosity (and the Irish are at least generous) would
be shocked ‘to encounter 3 and this must be the
feason why; ‘when they have really abandoned their
old religious opinions, they voluntagly continue to

submit |
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submit to the common disqualifications to which
they are subject. But once remove these disquali-
fications, and these men, when the purity of their
motives cannot be called 1n qucstlon, will 1mme-
diately detach themselves from their sect; for it
would then be as base to preserve the nameof
Roman Catholic, as it would now be to resign it.

If Government would but adopt this mode of
proceeding, all the real strength of the Catholic
body would be destroyed in the course of twenty
years, by the gradual desertion of all the men of
property who were it’s adherents. © If things be
left’ to themselves, the fashionable religion will al-
ways be the religion of the wealthy; and even
among the poorer class of Roman Catholics, though
the same speedy change of opinions cannot be ex-
pected, their religious prejudices and antipathies,
when no-longer shocked and insulted, would gradu
ally subside.

But to produce this desirable effect, Government
must not show the smallest preference by which a
Catholic may be distinguished from a Protestant ;
not only restore tothem the right of sitting in parlia-
ment, but if you' pay the Protestant clergy, pay
also the Catholics if you allow Protestant bishops
to sit in the house of lords, give the same privilege
10 the Catholic. It order to weaken the separatist
spirit of a seet (and without a spirit of separation
a sect is powerless) nothing is done, unless every
thing is defier —

In whatever light, then, we consider the dis-
contents® of “the Irish Roman Catholics, the same
great rule ‘of remedial wisdom constantly recure.
To obliterate the recollection of conquerors and
conQuered, remove all civil and religious distinc-
tions; to obliterate the recollection of plunderers
and - pillaged, remove all civil and religious dis-
ﬁuctwns, to remove the hatred of the Catholics to

c2 the
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the Protestants, and to extinguish for ever. their
discontents and their rebellions, remove all civil and
rel:gtouq distinctions,

It 1s fortunate, that no great doubts or dlﬂicultles
would occur in the execution of this plan; the
points in dispute are so extremely immaterial, that
if we did not know the natural temper of govern-
ments, which will neither lead nor be driven, we
should  be at a loss to aceount for the indelence or
obstinacy, which has” continued these grounds of
discontent, "at the risk of separating the two coun-
tries. The only measure required to redress the
civil grievances of the Roman Catholics 1s, to re-
peal the act -which prevents their sitting in par-
liament.

I have heard of an obstacle to the redress of their
religius grievances, which is rather improbable,
and not very important. - It has been said, thatthe
Catholic priests, at the instigation of the Pope, re-
fuse to receive a salary.. It 'seems very unlikely that
the Pope should have so much influence, or the
priests so much disinterestedness; for it ds still a
custom with many Protestant gentlemen, and for-
merly was with most, to allow the priest of the
parish a small. salary, and no scruples were ever
made about accepting it.

But allowing the fact to be so, still, if the:Govern-
ment tell the priest, ¢ your draught will be answered
at the treasury every year for such a sum,” it has ful-
filled 1t’s duty ; and if the priest refuse to aceeptit, no
discontent can be raised against Government ; the
Catholics must blame the priests and the Pope, if
they be still called on for voluntary contributions.

I rather suspect, that Government has been so
wmprudent, as to wish to interfere with the mode of
appointing the Catholic clergy ; if so, it will only
make matters worse; it will have to engagein a
__~combat with the main tenet of the Catholic reli-
gion, 1nstead of conciliating the heads of that re-

ligion,
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ligion, and relieving it’s followers from the burden
of their support. These are the real objects that
policy regards. It signifies very little how the
Catholic clergy are appointed, as long as they are
dependent for their support on the pleasure of Go-
vernment ; and as long as the body of the Catholics
are released from the double burden of supporting
their own clergy as well as the Protestant. All 1
can add s, that if the Government attempt to
carry the appointment of the Catholic clergy now,
they will find it a greater source of delay and dif-
ficulty, 'than they are aware of. The priests are
appointed by the bishops, the bishops by the arch-
bishops, and  these by the Pope’; and I believe popes,
archbishops, and bishops, are just as fond of in-
fluence and patronage, as the most regular govern-
ments.” What would be attempted now in vain,
might probably be effected a few years hence, when
the Catholic dignitaries are’better disciplined in the
habits of dependence on 'Government ; and there-
fore it will be doubly judicious not to insist on the
appointment to benefices as a sine qua non, at pre-
sent ; particularly as it will probably be productive
of delay, where there is no time to be spared,

Fourth Cause.
RELIGIOUS DISTINCTIONS BETWEEN THE PRESe
BYTERIANS AND THE PROTESTANTs.*

Huwme, an his history of England, defends an
establishment as necessary to bribe the indolence of
the clergy, and reduce religious enthusiasm to that
degree,of temper, which is consistent with the peace-
able management of the things of this world. But
if wi:,&ive these honied cakes to only one head of
the, Cerberus, 1t will increase the fury of the rest;

‘% Protestants, here and elsewhere in this work, is used as sy-
‘nonymous with a member of the Church of England, the mem-

bers of this church employing this term to distinguish themselves
as well from Dissenters as from Catholics,

c3 feed
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feed them all, and we may go quictly to Heaven
above, or the shades below, in our own WaY. iy oA

There 1s but a very small distinction placed by
Government between the Irish Presbyterians and the
Members of the establishment ; and yet this is quite
sufficient to keep alive the zeal and animosity,of a.
party, and to give it a very pernicious direction in
opposition to Government. I say, suffigientto keep
alive, because 1t certainly is not the whole cause of
that zecal and that animosity. The ancestors of the
modern Presbyterians were .all comxﬁqﬁwcalth_men;
and as the bad policy of Government has made their
descendants a kind of separate sehooly: the old opi-
nions and feelings bave been preserved in a great
degree of purity, and certainly have not been found
at all uncongenial to the medern principles of the
French revolution. The Presbyterians in Ireland
lately succeeded in procuring a repeal of the Test
act; but it had continued sufficiently long to make
them feel the separate-interests of a sect. That
they still continue to feel them is very evident, and
sufficiently proves, that inorder to weaken the force
of a sect, you do nothing unless you remove every
distinction. | it ¢

It 1s not generally understood in England how
formidable the body of Presbyterians is in Ireland,
and how active 'a part it took in the late rebellion.’
The six nofthern counties are almost entirely com-
posed of this class of men; they are much more
industrious,. more wealthy, and more intelligent than
the Roman Catholics. They very early adopted’
the principle of a reform in parliament; and-had
that salutary measure beeh granted to the wishes of
the people, there never would ‘have been a rebellion
in- Ireland. (In fact, the Presbyterians ‘were the
real strength of the late rebellion. The Catholies,

® Namely, the manner in which the clergy of each are paid.

like
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like all very oppressed sects, are timid and ignorant,
and were quite unequal to . the conception or exe-
cution of a plan so daring and complicated. The
Catholics accidentally got the start of the Presby-
terians, and hence the failure of the rebellion. «The
moment the Catholics acquired force, the Presby=
terians-took the alarm; the old jealousy and batred
of the Puritans to- the Catholics revived in all it’s
force in the breasts of their descendants 3 the coun-
ties in the North of Ireland, though organized for
rebellion, remained quiet on the first notice of the
successes of the Catholic rebels ; and in consequence,
the Government had leisure to direct all it’s forces

_against the immediate dangers and. all the odium

of the rebellion fell upon the Catholics.

Hence, in England, all the disturbances 1n Ire-
land are referred to - the Catholics only, but with
very little - truth ; for had the Presbyterians been
allowed 'to take the lead, it would not only have
been called a Presbyterian  instead of a Catholic re-
bellion, but I am afraidiwould have proved a Pres-
byterian revolution.

The six northern counties of Ireland are so very
differently circumstanced from the rest, that they
very well deserve a separate consideration, if there
be really any intentions of restoring the tranquillity
of the country.

The situation of the rest of Ireland may very
well be wunderstood: the inhabitants, generally
speaking sare poor; 1dle, and ignorant ; and the only
object they want, is. to enjoy their prejudices with-

out being made objects of obloguy.  Buat in the

North, the spirit of inquiry, as well as wealth and
industry, exists in a striking degree of contrast,—
Book clubs are common among the labourers and

fradesmen, from which gentlemen arc excluded ;

and such is the rage for seligious disputation, that
. 8 e C 4 in
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in many villages' there are three dissenting chapels
of different persuasions; and it is but a few years
ago that there was a professed sect of Deists,

The Roman Catholics rebel only from negative
reasons—that they may not be insulted and op-
pressed. It was the Presbyterian sect that was the
organ of positive rebellion, and sought to effect a
reform in the Government of the country.

There appear to have been two causes of discon-
tent among the Dissenters—the distinétion preserved
between them and the Protestants, and the wish for
a reform in parliament, in order to counteract the
pernicious effects of English influence. The only
distinction between the Presbyterians and the Pro-
testants is, that the former pay their own clergy
while they are forced to contribute to the pay-
ment of the clergy of the latter *.

This is certainly a grievance, and an injustice,
and ought in policy to be removed ; but as the Pres-
byterians are in general wealthy, it probably was
not so much felt, or so much resented, as by the
Catholics. A

How far'the Union has been considered by the
Presbyterians as ‘a substiture for a reform in parlia-
ment, to which they are so enthusiastically attached,
will be examined in another place ; it is sufficient at
present to point out their great political importance,
and earnestly to recommend, that Government should
not Lightly disclaim all compromise with a sect, which
1s the most enlightened, proud, and in moral force,
the most important body of men in Ireland.

Fifth Cause,

TITHES.
If " tithes be found a grievance in England,

how, much more must their weight be felt in Ire-

land !

.* The Presbyterian clergy receive from the Treafury 7,700l.
perannum, and 8ool. per annum from the king’s privy purse.—
Their number is, however, fo great, that these sums give but a
small pittance to each,
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In England, generally speaking, land is in the
hands of opulent men, who, if they feel the pres-
sure of tithes, feel it only as a comparative evil;
they would be richer if free froma them,

But in Ireland, where a very great proportion of
the land is let at rack rents to small farmers and
day-labourers, the tithe very frequently * deprives
them of the portion, which is required to complete
the sum necessary to their VETy existence.

Before the rebellion of the year ninety-eight had
eclipsed all less important disturbances, there was
a continued commotion on account of tithes., The
White boys in the South, the Steel boys and Peep
o'day beys in the North, existed for a long period,
and kept the - country in perpetual alarm. The
Irish parliament was well ‘aware how sorely the
pressure of tithes was felt; ‘but like all men who
barter the dignity and sincerity of human nature
for a ministerial bribe, they were as callous to other
people’s sufferings as ‘to their own degradation.
They had a conclusive and remarkable Instance
within their own recollection, that the Irish pea-
santry wete not nclined to rebellion, and that their
frequent insurrections were to be considered as
symptoms of their grievances, not of their rapa-
city. '

}Srome years -ago, the whole of Ireland was dis-
tracted by the tumultuous rising of the peasantry
under the appellation of Oak boys. The roads in
Ireland were formerly made by corvées, as in France;
and it was against this intolerable exaction of their
labour that the peasantry resisted. The country
was desolated by the successes of these Ouk boys,
and the too indiscriminate vengeance of the troops
opposed to them. At last, by accident, the Irjsh
patliament thought of removing the grievance : a
law was passed to make and mend the roads by a
general tax on each county; and from that mo-

3 meng
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ment the Oak boys have never been heard ‘of.
Surcly this instance is sufficient to prove, that in
all popular disturbances it is best to remoye the
ostensible gricvamce, before: recourse 1s had. to more
harsh and invidious measures. . gy
But the apologists for tithes generally answer,
first, that tithes are nofso Very oppressive as they
are represented ; secondly, that there is great dif-
ficulty in getting rid of them. It is said, that the
tenant does not; in fact, pay the tithes; for in mak-
ing his bargain, he has his land - proportionably
cheaper. - Nothing can be more false than this rea-
soning ; for, 1f pushed to 1t’s full extent, it would

follow, that the idle only pay taxes. The fact 1s,

ihat every man, in- making bargains, tries to shove
off upon his neighbour the weight of the tax;
but in this, though partly, he 1s never entirely suc-
cessful ; the rich will always, pay the most, but the
poor will still pay something. How can any on¢
suppose, that if the tithes were doubled, the land-
lord would not attempt, and successfully too, to
throw part of the burden on the tenants, by a
rise of the rent 3 the tenant would do the same to
the cornfactor, the cornfactor to the consumer ; but
still each, according to the proportion of his abi-
lities, would pay a share of the fax, and none the
whole. In the same manner, if tithes were abo-
lished, the profit would notgoentirely to the landlord,
tenant, cornfactor, consumer, &c. but each would
receive a part of the bengfit, some more, SOHE less,
according to a nice, but almost imperceptible scale,
which regulates the pressure according to the capa-
bility the different ranks of life have of supporting
it, and vice versd,

But no onc has any doubt of the great national
disadvantage of tithes, asan ad valorem tax, falling

heavicst on inereasing industry.
However,
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However, it is for the English to examine the
policy of tithes ; in Ireland they will not even bear
the question of their justice.  Surely, without call-.
ing on our heads the anathemas of the antijacebin
sect, who are 5o uncouscious of humanity them-
selves, that they think it must be affectation in every
one else; surely we may lament the fate,of the
Irish peasantry. | »

Their religious  affections, granting them mis-
taken, lead them to economise, even under the con-
stant pressure of scarcity, to support the pastor they
revere, and give him the means of a certain, though
scarcely decent livelihood. ‘They submit to a vo-
luatary tax, that the old and infirm part of their
Sunday congregation may have a mass-house to
shelter them, from the weather; the great crowd,
the young, and those that come late, kneel without
doors, - ] | ¥

Are these men supposed to have no sense of Jjus-
tice, that in addition to.the burden of supporting
their own establishment. exclusively, they should be
called on to pay ours; that where they pay sixpence
to their own priest, they should pay a pound to our
clergyman; that while they can scarcely afford their
own a horse, they should place ours in his carriage ;
that when they cannot build a mass-house to cover
their multitudes, they should be forced to contri-
bute to build sumptuous churches for half a dozen
Protestants to pray under shelter.

This injusticess so evident, that there are very
few Orange mien‘that do not acknowledge it. And
however averse many may be to admit the Catholics
to their_political rights, there is no one in Ireland
who does not' agree in the wish, that the Roman
Catholiepriests should be paid by Government, and

tithes abolished.

. As_to any difficulty respecting the abolition of

tithes, it is considerably less in Ireland than in Eng-
. 1 l:md,
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Jand, ' The laity in Ireland take very little interest
in the concerns of the clergy, and would be very
well satisfied to have them paid from the public
funds.  Even the clergy in Ireland would not have
the same objection to commute their tithes: as in
England. 1nIreland, pasture ground, when ftocked
with cattle, pays no tithe. ¥nlreland, too it 1s both
profitable and easy to convert tillage ground into
pasture, so that the rich farmer has the ‘clergyinan
very much in his power®,and there have been in-
stances of great landed proprietors- feducing the
value of a living very considerably. A certain sti-
pend from Government would be preferable to the
precarious and invidiods income arising from tithes,
"T'o those who raise still more far-fetched objections
to the commutation of ‘tithes, there 1s'a very con-
clusive answer. The question whether'tithes should
remain as they are, or be commuted, must be de-
cided by the balance of advantages dnd disadvan-
tages belonging to each system, not by discovering
particular objections to ‘the one or the other; and
there cin be. no doubt, that any system of com-
mutation which Government is likely ta adopt,would
be exposed to fewer, and less weighty objections,
than those which experience shows to be most ap-

plicable to tithes.

Sivth Cause.

THF. DEGRADED STATE OF THE PEASANTRY.

I consider the degraded and unprotected state of
the Trish pecasantry as one of the most powerful
causes of rebellion in Ireland, and the most difficul
to remedy. ‘Their minds are kept in a constant
state of anxiety and terrour, and are preveated from

s |t is not the same with the peasantry, who, from the small-
ness of their farms, can have little pasture ground, and gene-
rally raise crops of corn and potatoes.
relaxing
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relaxing into that settled calm and security which
the regularity and contracted nature of their habits
would otherwise insure. If the peasantry were
pretty generally well treated, it is incredible that
their hatred to their superiors should be so deter-
mined ; and that, to gratify that hatred, they should
always be ready to give up all their former habits,
to abandon their homes, and stake their Jives on
the success of insurrections, the object and practi-
cability of which are entirely beyond their concep-
tion. [t is not the love of plunder, for their leaders
could always restrain them in this instance ; it was
not the wild desire of gratifying their favourite pas-
sions ; for the first suspicion of the rebellion arose
from the general disuse of spirits, and the rebels never
violated the honour of a woman; but it was the desire
of vengeance, the love of destruction, from which
no authority, no persuasion, could divert them.

The cause of the injurious treatment of the pea-
santry certainly arises from the long period of pro-
tracted conquest, and of lawless wiolence, which
marked the conduct of the early conquerors and
tyrants of Ireland, which, however softened by in-
creased civilization, has never been extinguished,
and continues to give a tone and manner to their
posterity. There were but too many instances in
the late rebellion, that we were the descendants of
men who held it lawful to shoot a wild Irishman ; and
notwithstanding'the magic of the Union, a stranger
can readily distinguish the race of the conquerors
from that of the conquered, in the imperious insolence
of the former, and the sullen deference of the latter.

It has'not been wunuswal in Ireland for great
landed proprietors to have regular prisons in their
houses. for the summary punishment of the lower
orders. Indictments preferred against gentlemen,
for similar exercise of power beyond law, are al-
ways thrown out by the grand juries. To horse-

whip,
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whip, or beat a servant, or labourer, 15 A frequé'ﬁt
mode of correction. But the evil is not so great

among the gentlemen of large property, whose

manners have generally been softened by education,
travelling, and the progress of humanity and civi-
lization ; a horde of tyrants exists in Ireland in a
class of men that are unknown in England; in the
multitude of agents to absentees; small proprietors,
who are the pure Irish squires; middle men, who
take large farms, and squeeze out a forced kind of
profit, by reletting them in small parcels; lastly,
the little farmers themselves, who exercise the same
insolence they receive from their superiors on those
unfortunate beings, who are placed at the extremity
of the scale of degradation, the Irish peasantry*.
Sufficient proof of this ‘habitual system of ill
usage may be collected from the singular fact, that
the majority of the peasantry enrolled themselves
as united Irishmen, from the apprehension of being
massacred by the Orange men, who were composed
of the landed proprietors of the different counties.
Before the rebellion commenced, emissaries were
dispatched by designing men through all parts of
the country, mentioning the very week on which
the supposed massacres were to take place; and 1t
is a notorious fact, that these reports were univer-

* The poverty and degradation of Ireland has been attri-
buted tothe tenure of land by middle men; but this is only
a secondary cause, and any attempt to rémove it cannot be
made without extreme violence, and even then would be ineffec-
tuali” The primary cause of a vicious tenure of land, isa viclous
system of government. Where government degradesit’s subjects,
they will be poor, and want capital; where .capital is wanted,
fartns must be small ; where farms are small, great landed pro-
prietors will never enter into the troublesome and hazardous
detail which arises from a multitude of small tenures but will
prefer smaller profits for) the greater security of letting their
Jands in the gross, to men who, for the salse of high profits, will
undertake the risk of supplying the demand for small farms. <
satty

L
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sally believed; that the Roman Catholi¢ peasantry
left their houses and fled to the mountains ; and that
many of the poor wretches died from cold and hun-
ger, sooner than trust to the chance of Protestant
clemency. ' | .

Now I ask, what sort of conduct from the Pro-
testants to the Papists must the easy belief of such
improbable rumours presuppose ?

It a stranger on horseback were to ride into Brent-
ford, and say that the neighbouring gentry were to
murder the common people at the end of the month;
would he not be received as a madman or a liar?
Certainly. Because the rank of the common peo-
ple in England is far from inconsiderable, and in-
sures to them civil and humane treatment from the
wealthy. 'Why, then, should the same man, in
similar circumstances, be believed in Ireland? Be-

cause the common people in Ireland have no rank
“1n society; they may be treated with contempt, and
consequently are treated with inhumanity.

I will add another proof of a more particular
nature, to show that this national habit, like other
national habits, is so strong, that the expression of
it 1s discernible in men whose personal habits are
~ directly the reverse.

An acquaintance of mine possessed -of a very
large landed property, who has, in a high degree,
that natural affability and politeness which marks
the Irish ; who' gives his ‘tenants plenty of leisure
to pay theiwn.remts ; who is the father of a little
army of labourers that hé keeps in constant emn-
ployment ; whose house is a kind of hospital, where
all the sick in the neighbourhood send for medicines
and wane ;~in his courtyard the poor of the parish,
and the wandering beggar, assemble without cere-
mony, and find 1n the remnants of his hospitable
Kitchén more broken victuals than is supplied by
any-'English nobleman’s house; this essentially
dn. amiable
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amiable and kind hearted man; prefaces a rebuke
to a labourer with, *“Yeu villain, you! T'll blow
« your bloody soul in a blaze ‘of gunpowder to
« Hell I | | v Hed :

Can there be a stronger proof how inveterate this
tone of behaviour must be in the ‘country in general,
than it's having infected a man whose natural dispo-
sition is so averse to it ? Py '

To remove this uncivilized deportment of the
Janded proprietors to the peasantry, is.no very plain

or easy achievement. It is in vain to look for a

more impartial administration of justice, as long as

both the grand and petty juriés and justices of the

peace are composed of ‘the-very class of men in
whom the evii originates. |

The removal of religious distinctions would have
no effect here; for the peasantry are not held in con-
tempt as Roman. Catholics or Presbyterians, but as

asants ; and it is a very remarkable fact, that the
Roman Catholic landlords behave in a much more
injurious, gross, and tyrannical manner to their
labourers. than the Protestant landlords; and, in
general, the peasantry prefer to be employed by a
Protestant rather than a Roman Catholic.  So true
it is, that a mind debased by oppression is always
the most ready to inflict 1t. (

A distegard to the common rules of civility and
respect, which the poorest man has a right to claim
from the richest, can only arise from the impunity
with which the rich man may express the contempt
it is so natural he should be impressed with at the
situation of the poor. | .
- To secure decent behaviour to the peasantry of
Ireland, two things are required to make 'them re-
spectable, and to make them necessary ‘to the
landed proprietors. - The plan that I should propose
is news but as it is the only one that occurs to me
as likely to be effectual in removing the “degradation

' | L and
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and injurious treatment experiented by the Irish pea-
santry, [ shall mention it. |

I would make all the munigipal officers of the
Irish counties, that are within the wishes of the
highest or lowest class of landed proprietors, annu-
ally elective; particularly grand jurors, justices of
the peace, the sheriff, and the treasurer; and to
make them of more importance, and meore justly

~ responsible, I would attach salaries to these offices.

I would do more; I would introduce a reghlar sys-
tem of municipal, or rather county administration,
all the officers of which should be annually elective.
The grand juries have all at present.a much greater
share of local administration than in Ergland, by
being able to levy taxes to any amount, in the
county, to make roads. I would increase this; and
subject harbours, canals; and public buildings; to
the same direction. I would introduce a greater

. division of labour in the administfation of this court ;

I would confine the grand jurors to their proper pro-
vince, the care of justice. ".I would appoint other
county officers to superintend the care of the roads,
8&c. A county suryeyor is all that is wanting tg
make the management of roads in Ireland perfect.

~ By these means there' might be a great number of
county offices erected, very useful to the public, and
very desirable to individuals; yet, if the salaries
were ot exorbitant, they would not be so desirable
as to mtroduce bribery at the elections; and it
would be sufficient, to prevent rioting; to poll the
electors at theirdifferent parishes at the same hour.
I had an epportunity of observing how grateful to
the common-‘people in kreland the importance is,
that they derive from any public functions; however
mconsiderable. A gentleman bequeathed his pro-
perty, in trust, to a charity; making the ttustees
eligible by the parish. On the day of election, -

- though very little pains had been taken to give

& e o - notice,
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‘notice, the parishioners, instead of being indifferent

about the matter, were eager to come and give their

votes ; and 1 perceive distinctly, that as far as this
election has an effect, it will be to make. the neigh-
_bouring gentlemen more careful to be popular, and

will give the parishioners some degree of  conse-
quence in their eyes, and in their own,

Seventh Cuause.
THE INFLUENCE OF A REPUBLICAN PARTY.

There can be no doubt of the existence of a spe-
culative republican party in Ireland, which in the
closet, even more than in the field, has been a con-
siderable cause of the late rebellions in Freland.
The only question with respect to it is the degree of
influence and importance we shall attribute to it.
Ministers will be very ready to asseet, that it is
every thing; that it is the great and sole cause of
all the evil that has visited Ireland. But we ought
to be particularly. cautious how we adopt the mode
of accounting for effects, which is usual with mi-
nisters ; for as they. are the primary causes of most
political events, it 1s always their interest to attribute
all evils to secondary causes; and they are very
much assisted in this deception by the natural indo-
lence of mankind, who generally rest satisfied with
such explanations as can be derived from secondary
causes, and save themselves the labour of attention
and investigation, which is always required to de-
velope primary causes. .

There is also another description respecting causes,.
which, since we bhave got into a strain of metaphy-
sical.philosophising, Fshould wish to state; it is the
distinction between the causes which prepare, and
the causes which immediately produce an event:
There i1s an axiom in medicine, which if oftener
applied to politics would, be found favourable to
accurate reasoning, which is, ¢ that the predispo-
' ¢ sing

e 4 S

.



b i 4 il

AN ENQUIRY; &c. 35

“ sing cause is always of more importance than the
‘“ exciting cause.” The death of consumptive peo-
ple 1s always attributed to a cold that was caught at
some pirticular time or other; when, on the con-
trary, the cold would have had little or fio effect,
but for the hereditary taints, or the long course of
injudicious habits, which laid the foundation, and
were the real cause of the disease.

Are we not authorised by the strictest analogy
to assert, that in all rebellions, authors, ifitriguers,
demagogues, are at worst only the spark that kin-
dles the insurrection; the important, the fatal train

18 laid in the immediate pressure of abuises, Injuries,

or insults, and the despair of their being voluntarily
redressed by gentle, yet certain degrees.

Had a reform in parliament, had a total emanci-
pation of the Roman Catholies been granted to the
people by the Irish parliament, all the orators of the
human race might have preached revolution to the
Inish people, and would have preached in vain,

If a republican party isa great cause of the re-
bellions in Ireland, yet there is none :which can so
easily be removed ; give them no topic in any really
existing abuse; by which they can inflame the
minds of the people.

Eighth Cause.
THE UNION.

In introducing this very important subject as a
cause of civil disturbance, I do not so much consj-
der it’s present effect, as that which is likely to oc-
cur infuture. Hitherto I have employed my pen
with temper, I hope, as well as true patriotism, in
endeavotiring to remove the causes, which make
property and even life insecure in Ireland; but I
should not think the duty completed, if T omitted
any means which would be likely to prevent them
in future.  As yet, the fate of the Union, as a mea-

D 2 sure;
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sure, has been very singular; it’s partizans in Ireland
are extremely few; it’s opponents consist of the
Protestants *, Catholics, and Presbyterian sects, whe
felt their degradation, yet submitted to it because
all equally suffered ; they received thatsort of satanic
satisfaction from 1t, which the sailor experienced
who blew up the ship and himself in order to de-
stroy the captain. |

For once that unworthy maxim of divide and con-
quer succeeded, and the Union, which five years
before could not have been mentioned, was carried
with very little trouble.

Rut as it is now notorious, that the measure was
carried through Parliament by a very impudent abuse
of influence, and a very bare majority, as the senti-
ments of the people were not consulted by the
common decent appeal of a dissolution of Parlia-
ment, and as it is well known that a very great ma-
jority of the nation were averse to the measure, and
the ministry only suffered it as a remedy for temporary
evils ; is there not a chance, that when these tem-
porary evils subside, and when the good sense of the
Trish nation shall weaken the effect of religious dis-
tinctions, is there not a certainty, that the honeurable
sentiment of nationa! independence- will revive?

If there is, then it will be wise, before the British
ministry grow old in their affection for the measure, to
consider well it’s real importance, that they may not
risk a uselessstruggle, if the object 1s not worth it.

[ am still more tempted to this discussion, be-
cause I think no public measure was ever treated

» Protestant, here and elsewhere in this work, 1s used as sy-
nonimous with Church of England, the members of this Church
employirg this term to distinguish themselves as well from Dis-
senters as from Catholics.

+ The reader must be reminded, that by the word indepen-
dence is only meant an independent Legislature,

with
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with reasoning so little to the purpose, both -as to
it’s good or evil effects, as the Union. "

The principal argument by which it was sup-
ported, was that drawn from the evident advantage
of a free trade between England and Ireland.

In considering the merits of any measure, we
ought carefully to distinguish it’s annexed and ‘ac-
cidental effects from it’s necessary effects; for it is
by the latter alone that it’s utility must be decided.

When ministers sent a very inadequate force to
attack Egypt, and yet the expedition succeeded
owing to the unforeseen incapacity: of the French
General Menou; still the want of wisdom in the
plan remains as evident as before, since the success
of the expedition was by no means the necessary
effect of the means taken to secure it.

In the same manner the freedom of Irish trade
was merely an accidental and annexed, not a neces-
sary effect of a Union; it might have existed with-
out a Union; it might not bave existed with a Union.
The same national spirit which procured the ex-
tention, might have asserted the freedom of Irish
trade, though the Union had never existed.

There was a degree of imperiinence, as well as
duplicity, in those writers who held forth fhe free-
dom of trade, as a bribe to the Irish to sacrifice
their independence ; the freedom of trade was not
more desirable .to Ireland than to England ; it
could not beconsidered as a boon from one party
to the other;.it was a mutual benefit, a wise com-
promise of petty interests, which was equally advan-
tageous to both. ;

The next argument in favour of the Union was
the security it would give to the property of the
Protestants. ;
~ But this security might have been more perfectly
produced, by assimilating the Catholics entirely with

the Protestants ; and to this measure recourse

D 3 must
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must be had at last, with or without a Union.
The security of property afforded by the Union is
at best but imperfect ; as Ireland is just as much
at the mercy of internal treason, and foreign foree,
as it was previous to the Union. All the difference
that this measure has had upon the security of Ire-
land is, that we must now wait ten days to suspend
the Habeas Corpus act, and place the country un-
der martial law, when formerly it might have been
done 1n two.

At best this is no argument to the Catholics, the -

majority of the nation.

« Oh! but, (it was said) the Union gives an oppor-
“ tunity of emancipating the Catholics without risk.”

But the opportunity has never been taken. And
after all, the Catholics might have been emancipat-
ed, if there never had been a Union, not only without
risk, but with a certainty of increased security.

Another argument for the Union was, the sup-
posed danger of differences arising between the two
Legislatures, which might either produce a rupture
between the two countries, or might weaken them
in case of the attack of a foreign-power.

In the first place, I reply, that so far from any
danger being apprehended from the perversity of
the Irish Parliament, it’s noted subserviency to the
Crown was brought forward as a capital accusation

ainst it when it’s overthrow was preferred *.

Secondly, the danger to Ireland which would
arise from any difference with England, in case of
a foreign war, would be so great, that the conduct
of England must be very intolerable, to suppose
such an event. A common executive is all that 1s
required to give the federal system as much force

% T do not notice the difference at the time of the regency ;
differences, which might have been prevented by an act of Par-
liament, cannot be brought as reasons for a Union.

and

g
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and security as the system of united.empire ; having
this, and the power of declaring war, I cannot see
what additional advantage arises from the Union:
Where an Irish parliament would have been refrac-
tory, it is reasonable to suppose the Irish nation

will be now; and which danger is most to be de=

precated ?

The last argument of any importance in favour
of the Union was, that Ireland would be better go-
verned, and that the predominant influence of the
Protestant party would be done away *." Experi-
ence proves the contrary. All the local evils which
arise from Government have been considerably ag-
gravated ; the countries are so physically as well as
morally separated, that a tyrannical or precipitate
law passed against Ireland is not felt as any pre-
cedent to be applied in England ; and the English
parliament have no jealousy or apprehension of
it’s consequences. Thus martial law has been pro-
claimed, and the Habeas Corpus act, that is the
liberty of the country, has been suspended, without
a single regular document having been laid before
parliament, without the smallest assurance that the
causes of the late imsurrection should be inquired
into. As to the party.influence of the Protestants, it
has rather increased, and must necessarily do so.

The English ministry have no sort of knowledge
of affairs in Ireland ; to acquire it, they send over
a lord lieutenant and secretary as ignorant as them-
selves. These men naturally, on their arrival, fall
into the society of the higher ranks in Dublin, who
constitute the heads of the Protestants, of the

* The surrender of political rights to a foreign power for the
sake of improving domestic government, calls to mind the Pelew
islanders, who jump into the sea to shelter themselves from a
shower of rain. ‘When the English ministry proposed the Union
to.the Irish, they seemed to have been impressed with a very
just reliance on the national propensity to make bulls.

D 4 Orange
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Orange men, of that very party whose intolerance
and tyranny have ruined the country. Henee, all
the information, all the projects of the Lord Lieute-
tenant and his Secretary ; hence, all the information
and projects of the British minister. When there
was an lrish parliament, it had, at least, this ad-
vantage, it contained men who knew, and who
would speak the truth, but now itr/is. not even
known; the Roman Catholics dare not speak ; the
Presbyterians dare not speak ; and the Lord Lieute-
nant and his Secretary find it an easier task passively
to believe the misrepresentations of their boon com-
panions, than to question merchants and shop-
keepers. What can an English opposition do for
Ireland ¥ The deepest groan which suffering wrings
from that unhappy country, scarcely vibrates on the
English shore.  Middlesex might be alarmed, if
such were the fate of Yorkshire; but Ireland forms
no precedent for Middiesex, “scarcely more than
Jamaica *. ‘ : :

In fact, the Union, considered distinctly from
the increased freedom of trade, has not been pro-
ductive of one good effect either to Ireland or Eng-
land ; it has not removed a single previous discon-
tent, while 1t _has added a general and perpetual
cause for future discontents among the numerous
- class of Irish, who were averse to the measure.

The Presbyterians are, morally speaking, the
most powerful and respectable body of men in
freland ; they were precipitated into the late rebel-
lion from the despair of obtaining their favourite

* It requires a nicer discernment to distinguish differences in
degree, than differences in kind, although they are just as real;
the shades between white and black are lefs distinguishable than
the difference between black and yellow, Hence puzzle-headed
peorle faw no difference between St. George’s Channel and a
canal ; and concluded that Ireland might as well be gaverned by
a parliament sitting in Middlesex as Yorkshire, :

measure,
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measure, a reform in parliament. Do ministers
really suppose, that the eywes of these men will be

50 easily blinded by political juggling, as to accept

with pleasure an Imperial Parliament, resident in
London, composed of four hundred and fifty unre-
formed English and Scotch representatives, and one
hundred reformed Irish representatives, as a substitute
for a pure representation, chosen from Irishmen b

Irishmen, and resident in Ireland? The English
wilfully deceive themselves; their pride will not
allow them to perceive the truth-—this great truth
respecting Ireland, that it is not the influence of
religious distinctions alone, it is not the influence of
Catholic discontent, or Cathelic bigotry alone, that
will account for the disposition to rebel, and the
formidable appearance of rebellion in Ireland. A
large, a very large portion of the effect must be
referred to a just and angry detestation of English
influence and government, which is spread among
all ranks and religions, but particularly among the
Presbyterians, and which has arisen from the strik-
ing and pernicious effect, which the intrigues of the
British cabinet have had upon the liberties of Ire-

- land. The remedy of this estrangement would

have consisted in"the English Government frankly
surrendering their ‘influence, and reforming the
Iish parliament; but to remove the jealousy of
English influence, by removing the seat of govern-
ment to England, is like an old method of curing a
man of afever by baking him in an oven.

The reasoning and the practice of the Union was
very likea transaction in mon oncle Thomas.

A grenadier sold his son’s teeth toa dentist : the
only “difficulty was to persuade the child to part
with them. The contracting parties took the fa-
wvourable opportunity of a severe fit of the tooth
ach, and reasoned the matter thus: ¢ This tooth-
¢ you are going to have drawn gives you a great

¢ deal

- B Y



4B AN ENQUIRY, &cC.

“ deal of pain ; all the rest will decay in their turny
¢ and gwe you as much pain; therefore, while you
ot aoout it, you had better have them all drawn
“ at once.”— Oh, but,” replied the child, ** how
“ shall I be able to chew my victuals ?”—¢ That 18
“ easily settled " says the father, I will chew them
“ for you.’

The English have the disposition of a natlon ac-
customed to empire; any thing that compromlses
their own dignity appears quite out of the question. .
But the dignity of any other nation never makes an
obstacle to their measures, either ia theory or prac-
tice; else I should ask, if the Union were meant as
an equal or fair measure, why should not the seat
of government have been in Ireland as well as in
England : or why not alternately in the one and in |
the other 7 If it be an object of little importance, |
why not concede the possession of our share of it
tous® If it be an object of great importance, why
should we surrender it to;you? Oh, but you reply,
if 1t be necessary that one part of the representation
should join the other, it 1s easier for one hundred
Irish members to take the journey, than for five hun-
dred English. Yes, if it 1s necessary that the junc- |
tion should be made; but we could have very well |
spared 1t ; and if it was necessary to you only, surely |
we ought not to have the worst of the bargain. = To |
me the Government appears so entirely subservient :
to the nation, that if I thought it would benefit
Scotland, Wales, and Ireland, to become alternately
the seat of Government, I should think very little
of the personal inconvenience of the members of
the House of Commons, or House of Lords. O

Dut_even allowing the Union to have produced
all the advantages that were attached to it; allow
that it necessarily gave freedom to commerce, dimi-
nished the risk of separation, quieted religious ran-
cour, and civil dissensions,iput an end to the danger

of
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of fatal wars between the two countries, any thing
that you please to exaggerate or invent, still there is
an evil anising from this Union, which is paramount
to any advantages it can possibly afford. Let us
drop the particular instance of England and Ireland,
consider the subject more generally, and this will
ymmediately appear.

‘When you wish to prove the absurdity of any
theory, you must frequently have recourse to an
absurd instance. I shall therefore make no excuse
for framing one which is, fortunately, aecither very
practical nor very probable. ;

[ will suppose, which 1s perhaps the case, that
Bonaparte wishes to realize the project of Anachar-
sis Cloots, and unite all Europe under his own
government.  Suppose he began with the union of
France and England; he would be able to urge
exactly the same arguments, with much greater
force, that were . made use of for the Insh union.
The liberty of trade, which.is much more wanting ;
the extinction of wars which are sufliciently frequent
between England and France; the abolition of
parties in England, and the tranquillization of Ire-
land; he would be more bountiful to you, than you
have been to Ireland; he would very willingly leave
you your parliament, as he has done in Picdinont ;
he would only ask you to make him King, and give
him leave toreside in Paris. Now why should these
arguments, which you thought sufficient to justify
a union between Ireland and England, why should
they not "be sufficient to justify a union between
France and England ? or, what distinction, except
the powerful one, of “ I won’t,” which the Irish
could not use, will you show, to prove that, in
similar intances, similar arguments will not hold
good¥ To say that it is impracticable and impro-
bable, is nothing to the purpose; I never said it
e 3 Wag
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- was otherwise : the question is, would it be useful ?
You might perhaps say, nature has assigned limits

to each country, and of course to their communi- -

cation; and hence different habits and manners have
taken place, different laws, and mutual antipathies;

but” all this was urged by the Irish, and in their in-

stance, treated as trifles, light as air. Might not
Bonaparte say, “ Why should there ‘be any more
“ difference between France and England, than
“ between Yorkshire and Middlesex? and the sooner

““ the manners and laws of the twe countries are

“ assimilated and their antipathies cease, the better.”’

Even suppose you can advance more objections,
drawn from local differences, stillit is not sufficient
that they should be objections, (there are objections
to the wisest plans); they must counterbalance the
advantages on the opposite side ; and these advan-
tages are so great, nothing less than the extinction
of war, and consequent diminution of great mili-
tary establishments, and heavy taxes, the freedom
of trade, and an incalculable increase of wealth
arising from it, that there can be no doubt that objec-
tions derived from mere local pride, prejudice, and
antipathies, must be considered as nothing, com-
pared with them.

Yet 1o spite of these plausible reasons, every
Englishman would feel indignant at such a proposal ;
and so did every real Irishman, at the proposal of
the Irish Union; and they felt it with justice, and
with equal justice. Fortunately, nature does not
always trust the guidance of ‘men’s conduct to the
slow and metaphysical precepts of reason. There
are instincts which will be obeyed, even before
they can be justified. We resent a blow without
any calculation; and every generous man would
feel stung with the degradation of his country,

though he could not tell you why, or wherefore.
| But
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But there is, in fact, a reason why every English-
man should spurn at being amalgamated wuh
France though France could pour into England’s
lap the treasure of the world ; but it is no paltry,
peddling, local reason; it does not allow one limit
of aggrcsalon n Fram.e, and another in England ;
but in all ages, in all countries, in France as wcll
as 1n England, in Brabant, Piedmont, and Geneva,
as well as Ireland, it proves the surrendcr of na-
tional honour to be as pernicious as it is base,

This reason 1s grounded principally on two cir-
cumstances:

First: The human mind and_Heart are of ve
limited capacity, and cannot be extended to objects
at a considerable distance ; they naturally attach
themselves to those which, being more immediately
within their reach, excite them to more powerful
emotions. - Hence the interests of distant countries
are regarded with indifference ;- and hence the
force of local interests and attachments. In a large
state, the distant parts will feel but a weak interest
in, and attachment to the Government, compared
with that which takes place in small states; and on
the contrary, the Government will attend very little
to the local interests of the distant parts. Fora
stronger reason, a -small state, when united toa
larger state, will feel little common interest with it ;
and the larger state will feel still less for the
smaller.

In nationg,sas in individuals, the more extended
the sphere of action the less vigorous the effort ; and
as liberty depends not so much on the good or evil
intentions of Goxernments, as on the resistance of
the people to oppression, in small states every
rampart‘against tyranny will be found better guarded
than in great states; the distance between the go-
vernors and the governed is lessened ; public opinion
has more force ; public enterprise more union; the

dependence
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dependence of the Government on the peo’ple'i;s‘
evident and acknowledged *. W

The second circumstance is this: The wealth of

countries is always found to vary with the nature of
the Government, in this proportion j that according
as the people derive importance from their Govern-
ment, they are wealthy: according as they derive
contempt from their Government, they are poor.

The desire of gaining wealth arises intirely from
a decent pride, which inspires us with the wish to
appear respectable in the eyes of our néighbours.

Now both this decent pride in the individual; and
this standard of respect in society, will vary accord-
ing to the degree of importance which the people
teceive from their Government. =

Most men naturally depend upon the opinion of
others for the degree of respectability they attach
to themselves ; if they live under an oppressive Go-
vernment, where their political importance is no-
thing, their personal importance will also be nothing;
that standard of respectability which is necessary to
secure them from' the contempt of their equals will
be very low. It will not be held disgraceful to live
in a mud cabin, without a chimney, to feed on gar-
bage, to wear rags; and go without shoes and
stockings ; the shame of poverty being once extin-
gaished, there 15 no longer an incitement to rouze
man from indolenee to industry.

* An act for the suspension of the Habeas Corpus act would
always be passed with more indifference in Scotland than in Eng-
land, and with still moré in Ireland than in Scotland. Indeed;
it may be said to have been suspended in Ireland with perfect
‘indifference, as the Imperial Parliament did not think it worth
while to enquire into the expediency of it. 'The suspension of
the Habeas Corpus, and the proclamation of Military law in
Ireland, are like Dr. Sangrado’s pair of remedies for all kinds
of disorders, )

On
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On the contrary, under a free Government,
where even the peasant is called upon to discharge
important functions ; where his spirit is elevated by
the protection of equal laws, the idea of his per-
sonal respectability will be increased ; the same effect
will take place throughout society, the standard of
respectability will be raised high ; a bad house, bad
fare, will become a reproach ; and the want of
shoes and stockings will be so shameful, that even
beggars will wear them.

Where an oppressed people have broken the
chains of a foreign power, and established a free
and independent Government, the progress from
personal importance, derived from their Govern-
ment, to great wealth, created in eompliance to a
high standard of national respectability, is rapid
and certain. The prosperity of Holland, the richest
country in the world, is a decisive instance.

National dignity, then, ‘derived from pride in 2
free Government, and impoertance given by a parti-
cipation in it’s functions, is the great source of na-
tional wealth; and, on the contrary, national degra-
dation, arising from a want of sympathy or interest
in a Government, ‘is.the origin of national poverty.

This is our great conclusion; and we may add,
as a corollary, that in proportion as states are small,
their Governments will be free, and the sympathy
of their subjects in them great.

Accident and ‘local circumstances may assist ; se-
eurity of “property, and freedom of trade, may be
necessary. to: the developement of industry and
wealth; but national dignity is their great vivifying
principle.

Keeping, then, the benefits of a free trade dis-
tinet. from the question of the Union, Ireland can-
por: but suffer by the loss of it’s political 1mport -
ance. The English Government is too distant, too
adverse an idea to give dignity to the Irish nation.

: The
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The Irish already suffer the penalty of their owti
contempt, and the contempt of all the world, for
the surrender of their legislative Government.
Under the stigma of so damning a mark, their na-
tional dignity can never rise high, and the progress
of their wealth must be very slow. National ho-
nour is as real a principle as personal honour ; and
I should as soon expect great virtue from a man
who had been pulled by the nose, as great industry
in a nation that had surrendered it’s political im-
portance. -

Even allowing that the prosperity of Ireland will
advance with the general progress of Europe, still;
I ask, why should she resign the hope of that great
prize, of that high state of cultivation and happi-
ness, which ber local circumstances seem to pro-
mise, but which never can be obtained, except
where national importance gives to the national
character that dignity and consequence, which will
use all efforts rather than stoop to poverty, to shame,
and degradation. A

And why should England exact this sacrifice ? or
why wear a jealous or oppressive countenance to-
wards Ireland? The local situation of Ireland and
England, opposed to a great continent, must make
their political interests always the same. Their
mutual trade 15 a home trade; the wealthier each
15, the better customers they will be to one another ;
their commeicial interests must be one and the same
too. Why, then, should not the English adminis«
tration dismiss all idle jealousy, and feeling it their
interest, use also thewr best endeavours to make
Ireland not only as prosperous as England, but as
prospesous as she can be mader Why exact from
her so galling a sacrifice as her independence; &
sacrifice which, under similar, or any circumstances,
no Englishman would endure to make to Francer

Arc the English to be the cxclusive possessors of
plm national
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national honour? Are Englishmen to have the
right to desolate the world with war, on the bare
suspicion of an insult to their national honour # And
yet Irishmen must be supposed blind to their inte-
rests, when the very fountain of their national ho-
nour is for ever drained, if they are heard to mur-
mur. -

You tell us to interest ourselves in the glory of
the English Government; we tell you we cannot.
Why? Because we cannot love our stepmother as
our mother. Could you, under the same circum-
stances, feel what you require for France? On the
contrary, in spite of yourselves, you despise us;
we despise one another; as Irishmen we are the
contempt of the world. You told us we should be
rich, we are far poorer. You said we should be
tranquil, our civil commotions are greater than ever.
You said our religious distinctions should cease, they
have acquired new rancour. You said English capi-
tal should go to Ireland ; on the contrary, all the
capital of Irelandis drawn to England. Give us,
then, back our independence; hunt our trade from
your ports; that national spirit which lightened it’s
shackles can assert 1t's freedom; leave us to our
rebellions, the courage that repressed them once
can repress them again; take back the lenitives you
would apply to our religious distinctions, we shall
not always be bigots, but shall one day acknow-
ledge the maxium, that by removing religious dis-
tinctions we. remove religious animosities. These
are evils that time and experience will remedy, and
we might yet be a happy and a wealthy people;
but if you destroy the principle of mational honour,
you destroy the very principle of wealth and happi--
ness, and our misery will be such as our baseness
deserves, our poverty as complete as your narrow
Jealousy could desire.

- I'am aware that this language will be tbougt,ll:t

' E ¢
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the exaggerated expression of mistaken patriotism..
It is not, . The present. situation of Ireland amply.
justifies it. . If the, gratification of decent p;‘id;%)",
the great source of happiness and wealth, then are.
the Irish, as far as Government operates, deprived
of happiness and wealth, | A sensible differenee has
taken place in the national character; from ‘being
patriotic, high-spirited, and. generous, the Irish are
become selfish, abject, and mercenary ; they have
no longer a respect for each other; their homes are
no. longer. homes ; that respectability of character,
which attaches importance and content: to the 1dea
of what is our own, is entirely unknown to them 5
and they prefer a paltry lodging in London, and a.
transient glance at the refuse of English soclety, to
the noble mansions where their, fathers were the,
centre of hospitality, and the objects of gratitnde
and esteem. The finest seats in Ireland are now
laid waste, the houses deserted, the trees felled.
Why 7 Because what is thought of these things in
Ireland is no longer  of apy consequence, as long as
it is not known at.a London route. To be praised
by men devoid 'of importance I of little moment ;
and hence the great stimulus to national 1mproye-
ment 1s done away. o ;
When Ireland acquired it’s independence under
the auspices of Mr. Fox, the Irish learnt to respect
cach other; public applause became the great spus
to patriotic efforts. |
1t is an unnoticed, but it s a very striking ' and,
important effect, which was produced immediately
on the declaration of independence; the great, ca-
pitalists seemed inspired with a new character;
every.gentleman built a palace, and surrounded 1t,
with a Paradise; the before forgotten peasantry.
became objects. of benevolence ; their houses were
made more convenient, their wages raised; agri-
culture was: created, and new enterprise given jto’
- TR commerce.
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commerce. No expression can convey an idea of
the improvement whichiteok place in Ireland 1ma
mediately on the developement of it’s national dig+
nity*. But there remains another very material
question. Would this be for the interest of Engs
land ? L have little doubt but it would.

1. L. shall . take for granted, that if the Roman
Catholics - were placed on an equal footing with
the, Protestants, there would be an end to all
formidable ‘rebellions. We will suppose; under
these, circumstances, the parliament of  Ireland
restored, and. place out of the reach of Intrigue
or corruption. In this case, I know not: a single
source of j:alousy, which could arise. between the
two countries 5 and the natural influence - of their
mutual interests would then have full liberty to
operate, and would produce a moral union of much
more  durability and importance than the present
political union. The strength cof lIreland, instead
of being an aid to France; - would then become
the strength of England ;rand this being the case,
1t must be the interest of England, that the indepen-
dence of Ireland should be restored, which we have
shown would be the means of multiplying - her
wedlth and resources, far, far beyond what  she can
ever attain in a dependent state. A common ex-
ecutive is all that is necessary, to secure the two
countries from mutual war or hostile invasion; and
if England would, but grant to Ireland a reformed
parliament, that should administer wich integrity
her domestic( affairs, Ireland would readily accede
to England. the.right of directing the external rela-
tions common to the two countries. :

* If these argumentsare just, it follows, that it would be
for the interest of Ireland to regain her independence’; but pars
ticularly o, if it was concedeﬁto her with the additional ad-
vantages of a reformed parliament, and a better regulated mode

felections. .
7 p E 2 The
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The last and conclusive reason why it would'be
for the interest of England to restore Ireland her
independence s, that she might get- rid of the Irish
members, who now sit in the English House ‘of
Commons. : A

This body of men clearly show the incenvenience
of a representatinn very remote from the centre of
Government. At a distance from their friends and
acquaintance, who are little interested, - and know
little of what passes, and unacquainted themselves
with the world around them, they receive no check
upon their conduct from public opinion ; without
copnections, without -local consequence, and very
hopeless of attracting respect by their personal qua-

lities, they have no way left to attain any respect-

able settlement in any country foreign to them, but
by pinning their consequence to the court. Their
estates necessarily suffer by their absence; the jour-
ney to London is expensive ; the expenses when they
arrive there quite disproportioned to those their
habits have been formed on; their money ( for
though the kingdoms are united, the Banks are not)
:s drawn over at a heavy loss. Can wewonder,
that with so many excellent reasons, tO indemnify
themselves for the original cost of becoming legis-
lators, they should take the means customary  Of
such occasions ¢ »

1 donot say the Irish members are bought ; there
is s0 mich voluntary subservience to ministers in
the home market, that the foreign article is now- a
drug; but I say that the Irish members, generally
speaking, will always be found ready to sell them-
selves, whenever they -are worth buying. The
chance of a successtul opposition being ever
formed to the incroaching power of ministers had
become extremely doubtful, but since the intro-
duction of the Irish members such an event is quite
impossible.  The liberties of England suffered much

by
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by Scotch represéntation ; the Irish Union has given
the coup de grace; and if a majority in parliameats
always ready to follow any minister, or enact any
measures, be an advantage, our prosperity 15 not
insecure. This, probably, will be no reason to any
minister that England is likely to have, for rnstonng
the independence of Ireland.

There is a half measure which would have some-
. what of the same good effect, that might be more
palatable; it 1s what 1 have already proposcd, the
intreduction of a degree of municipal government
in the different counties of Ireland, The muni-
cipal offices would give a degree of political im-
portance to the country at large, and would incline
the country gentlemen to stay.at home; and by
making them electlve the petty tyranny exercised
over the lower orders would be entirely removed.
The same arguments which prove the utility of small
independent states, prove the utility of municipal
government, and vice versd. Wherever it has becn
tried, it hashad the best effects 5 something of the kind
a]rcady has place in Ireland, by ‘the extensive power
of grand juries, who can levy taxes for the improve-
ment of roads, &c.yand at present there is nothing
in Ireland which attaches men of property to the
country, but the interest they take in the affairs of
these grand jurtes. There is no country in the
world that has good cross roads and private roads,
except Ireland; and why? Because they are under
the direction of municipal goveinment.  Why, then,
should we not expect the same good effect by placing
all local concerns under the same.municipal govern-
ment ? Canals, harbours, petty justice, arbitration,
the care of minors, property in the county, registry’
offices, hospitals, charity schools; why shoyld not
these, and every interest merely local, be placed
“under the direction of a well cemented system of
: E 3 municipal
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municipal goverament 3 which would fot only con-
duct those affairs best which must be best’ under -
stood by men ‘on the spot, but would give to the
people importance, and would win from “them an
interest in the ‘Government at large ? e,

If any one, hearing the vast variety ‘of political
controversy which employs society, imagines that it
is conducted upon any rules of just reasoning, he
must be very little aware of the imposing parade,
which very disjointed corollaries receive from being
well ‘difciplined by the incessant exercise of a co-
terie or a party. The generality of reasoners may
be divided into two classes; those who, being con-
vinced of the advantages ‘of a plan, will listen to
no objections against it; and these who, being con-
‘vinced of the objections to a plan, will listen to
none of it’s advantages:” But as the reasonableness
of any measure can only be deduced from the' ba-
lance of iv’s advantages-and disadvantages, it is not
‘surprising that the progress of practical political
wisdom should be extremely slow.

I have yet another measuré to proposc for the
general tranquillization of Ireland, which T allow
is liable to objections; but I contend, that these are
infinitely overbalanced by it’s advantages. If the
Uhnion be persisted in, it would be a fair, politic, and
not very ‘inconvenient measure, for the Imperial
Parliament to be held in, Ireland once every three
years.. Do not voluntarily deceive yourselves. The
discontents of the Roman Catholics are not the only
cause of rebellion in Ireland. You may conciliate
them as a sect, but they will continue to hate you
as ‘Irishmen. There 18 @ more formidable party
than the Roman Catholics in Ireland, which regards
England with a jealous and indignant eye; itis the
“nation, it is the national feeling which; outraged
end wounded, pervades all the Roman" Catholics,
all the Presbyterians, and.all the enlightened and

high
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high spirited part of Churchmen; among the more
enthusiastic, (imprudently I allow) it looks to.an
increase of liberty and independence, beyond what

_ was known before the Union; among the more mo-
derate, it regrets that portion of liberty and indepen-
dence, which existed at the time the Union took place.
The measure I propose would soothe the first party,
and would intirely attach the last, which is the most
fumerous and most respectable.  But till something
is done to heal the wounded pride of the country, the
removal of religious distinctions will only be’a par-
tial measure of conciliation ; and I wish repeatedly
‘to impress upon the mind of the public, that reli-
gious distinction, though itself a great cause, yet is
a very small cause of discontent, when compared
with ‘the despair of a reform in parliament, which
made balf the nation enemies to the English Go-
vernment ; and the Union, which made the other
half indifferent to it’s suppoit.

It would have been incredible, that a measure, so
simple, easy, and effectual, asa participation in the
seat of Government, as'well as in it’s representation,
being granted toIreland, should not bave been dis-
cussed and adoptedy. if every event, and every day,
did not afford a proof, how easily, in patriots, as
well as ministers, in the self-appointed, as well as
in the regularly designated guardians of the public
good, the slightest private convenience overbalances
the greateg,ti'bublic interest. When public duty 1s
the only imotiye, the great, the disinterested virtues,
are found to be the creatures of imagination ; and
all that is practically useful in the science of poli-
tics.is, to‘discover and explain those public interests,
that favour the mean passions and narrow inteiests
? ss selfishness. If a nation ever had a heart,
? en would the English no longer treat the Irsh as

_rebéls, no longer consider them as objects of con<
S | " "E 4 IR tempt,
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tempt, except when they became objects of terrour;
no longer dispose of the subject of their grievances
without sympathy or examination; but the whole
English people, feeling the deep stain on their
name, which the conduct of the English in Treland

had imprinted, the English ministers as principals, .

the English parliament as accessories to that long,
unbroken tissue of outrage, to the monstrous blot
in the monstrous history of European  cabinets,
would, by a sudden visitation of a stricken con-

science, by one general impulse, by one general

movement, break forth into cries of compunction;
and as they have haughtily inflicted and derided,
so would they lowly demand a generous pardon
from their victims, and by an instant concession of

all the rights which Irishmen ought to require, en-

deavour to win the reconciliation which they do
not merit,

iﬁm
CONCLUSION.

ArTHOUGH these plans for the better adminis-
tration of Ireland have been drawn with a very
rapd hand, and from the necessary limits of this
kind of pamphlet, are rather hints, somewhat crude
and 1ll connected, than ‘a well digested system ;
yet any mind, tolerably versed in political specu-
lations, will discover their tendency, and perceive
the very great improvement that would proceed
from their execution; even if they will not Justify
the importance attributed to them, still, asfar as
they operate, something would be gained.

_But if we contrast their probable effects with tha
effects of the present administration of affairs in
Ircland, they must be very bad not to appear pre-
ferable. If we except the colony of St. Domirgo,

- L " 3 1ts

P e — .




AN ENQUIRY, &c. 57

I do not think that apy nation possesses a district
more miserable in itself, and more likely to exhaust
the strength and resources of the Government than
Ireland. ‘

Miserable is by no means an exaggerated expres-
sion, applied to the general condition of the Irish,
even considering them individually. There are two
conditions essential to happiness. First, a certain
degree of respectability and clevation of mind,
which are necessary to produce personal self com-
placency.  Secondly, political security sufficient to
remove from the mind all apprehensions respecting
life and property.  If a man labours under his own
coatempt, or that of the world at large, or if his
property and life are in continual danger, he may
be insensible, but he cannot be happy. This, how-
ever, is the lamentable state of all the Irish. The
peasantry are despised and brutally treated by all
parties, and all sects; the Roman Catholics have all
the degraded and abject featnres of a sect disowned
and oppressed by the Government, ‘and consequently
contemned by society. Add, that now there is not a
Roman Catholic in Ireland, who does not feel himself
at the mercy of ministers, by the suspension of the
Habeas Corpus act; and there can be no doubt,
that both as a sect, and as individuals, they are suf-
ficiently miserable.

And what is the state of the ruling party, ths
Churchmen, ‘the Orange men, the great and little
landed proprietors ?  To appearance, they are full
of confidence; but it is like the man that talks
loud in the dark, in hopes of banishing his fears.
Could we read their minds when alone, or on their
_pillow, ‘we should find them harrassed with dreams
of sudden massacre; with anxiety for the fate of
their families, with apprchensions for the loss of
their property. Is this state happiness ?

3 As
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As to the Government, Ireland is a mcst'f%m-
portant detriment; and it were better that it were
buried in the sea, than retained in it’s present state,
It is doubly a source of weakness; it requires an
immense force for it's defence; and if the present
measures be continued, it will soon be an addition
to the strength of France. | Qe

There can be as little doubt that if the French
landed in any considerablé force in Treland they
would succeed, as there is, that if they landed in
Fngland they would fail. England has the para-
mount advantage of a popular Government; her
whole foree 'is disposable ; and that force 1s the en-
tire nation. There are ho parties to be guarded
aoainst at home; no insurrections to be appre-
hended; nothing to divert the smallest part of the
military force from opposing the enemy.

‘But in Ireland the case ig exactly the reverse.
I grant, (for it is_myw~own opinion) that the
people would not join the French on landing; they
are become too prudent; but what is the same
thing, they would be every where prepared to join
them. Ireland would resemble a weak, extensive
fortress, where every point is exposed, and every
point must ‘be ‘guarded ; the garrison must be 1m-
mense, the disposable force would be nothing. [n
case of invasion, there would b¢ no appearance of
internal instirrection’; but there would fot be a
post or pass, a town or village, that would not re-
quire troops to watch the motions of the peasantry.
The moment the troops left any patt, there would
be rumtouts of a rising; the térrified Protestants
would”'weary the Government for protection ; here
and there a murder would take place, and give
strength to their remonstrances ; - the troops would
rardrn; the main force would be weakened ; and
the rebels, if there: wete any, would- go' tosomée
part of the country not so well guarded. This is

) the
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the best point of view. - But, in fact; though no
general insurrection would take place, there would
be partial 'disturbances wherever the military Wwere
not in force; these would increase by impunity of
partial ‘successes; and the main army, -instead of
acquiring ‘force to march against the enemy; would
be constantly frittered .away on the duty of posts
and garrisons. ' & |

We saw a striking instance of this, even where
there were no actual disturbances, but only the
apprehension of them, when the French Janded at
Killala5 the numbers were very insignificant; and
yet they paraded through the country for many
weeks, before Lord Cornwallis could evén collect
an army to march against them.:

The present crude and impolitic war was clearly
undertaken without the smallest consideration of
the state of Ireland ; unless  ministers seriously
wished to try the minimum of wisdom, with which
the foreign relations of the British empire might be
conducted. On one side of the die, was the gain of
Malta ; on the other, the loss of Ireland; yet the
desperate hazard suggested no precaution; no delay,
though ministers-‘had ‘the inestimable advantage of
~choosing their 6wn time. Weak heads find it an
easier task to determine desperately, than to calcu-
late wisely.

A mind of no very great capacity, a heart but
moderately ‘endued with the feelings of humanity,
must survey with wonder and grief the disregard
of publi¢ prosperity, the devastation of privaté hap-
piness ‘in Ireland, which have waited on the mea-
sures of the British cabinet.. We see the ultimate
effects ; fanaticism, anarchy, rebellion. We see,
t06, . the secondary causes; religious intolérance,
and civil oppression. But where are we to look
for the mind possessed of such inflexible stupidity,
and the ‘heart so hard, so bigoted, as to support and

per-
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perpetuate this system of fanaticism, which 1s as
odious in it's execution as disastrous in it’s effects ¢

One cannot conceive what personal interest can
be so adverse to the interest of the public; and
where no personal interest interferes, one would
imagine that any man would prefer being the cause
of unanimity and bappiness, rather than of rancour
and misery.

It has been the fashion lately, toridicule those
benevolent feelings, which sympathise in the weal
and ' woe of mankind at large ; yet, without any
violent sensibility, a man would suppose that scenes
of content and happiness would be pleasant to the
eye, and grateful to the heart ; and we might at
Jeast expect, when public measures were produc-
tive of disaster, that the men in whom they ori-
ginated would hesitate and reflect, before they
staked their reputation and consistency on the pro-
secution of a defectivesystem.

But itis a dispiriting task to endeavour to interest
English ministers, an English parliament, 1 had al-
most added, - English patriots, in.the welfare of
Ireland 5 the present apprehension of it’s Joss gives
it a momentary importance; but, 1In general, the
affairs of Ireland are considered, not only with
indifference, but contempt; and in spite of the
fiat of a legislative Union, the nations, in fact, re-
main as severed and distinct in their Jocal interests
and feelings as in their geography.

But I would repeat again to the remnant of that
once important class of men, the Irish country gen-
tlemen, that neither their dignity, their interest, nor
heir happiness, can ever consist in setting themselves
up as a party, opposed to the mass of the peasantry,
and the majority of the nation. Their true and
natural station is, to be the protectors of their te-
pantry and peasantry ; to enlighten their ignorances

to soften their prejudices ; 10 repress, but not to
- persecute,

L




AN ENQUIRY, &c. 61

persecute, cither their civil or political offences.
But above all situations, the situation of a country
gentleman is most dignified and respectable, when
he stands forward incapable of a bribe, and above
the influence of any minister or party, a sure and
immoveable defence of liberty and property, a gua-
rantee of public right, the pride and local protector
of his own immediate neighbourhood. But when
country gentlemen, by any unnatural bias, are led to
quit their true. station; when, instead of being the
security of the peasantry, they become their terrour;
when instead of a barrier to the ambitious views of
Government,  they are reduced to throw themselves
upon it’s discretion, and become it’s instruments ;
such a reverse might have been unavoidable,
may be necessary ; but still it 1s a reverse ; still 1t 18
pregnant with insecurity, with incomparable de-
gradation, Oh! do not lightly acquiesce n it, but
examine what are the causes, what the circum-
stances, that led to it; and if more enlightened
views, more prudent councils, more temperate mea-
sures, can’ make this unnatural thraldom dispen-
sable; make such views, such councils, such mea-
sures, all your own; they must, they will reconcile
all interests; religious rancours will cease, political
animosities will be composed, the poor man will
be contented in.his cabin, the rich man will be se-
cure and respected in his palace. I appeal to the
goodness of God, that religious bigotry, that stern
uncomMpromising rigour, that insolence, mntolérance,
and terrour, are not the means ordained to stifie the
remembrance of injuries, and the regrets of equal
rights ; to soften the discordance of religious differ-
ences, and tranquilize the irritated phrenzy of po-
pular discontents.

NOTES,
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W o NOTES

‘No. I. '

ON CONFISCATION OF PROPERTY, ANI} THE CONDUCT OF
THE UNITED IRISHMEN, 1 B4

T is extremely impolitic in established governments ever

'to countenance confiscation of propenty. It is clearly
the interest of all men of property,. to inculcate a superstitious
dread of violating private property,which must always weaken
their own security. The general rule, that property should
be preserved inviolate, is of so much consequence to them,
that no circumstances can afford an-exception, which it
would be their interest to acknowledge. (If the English
parliament saw their real interest, they would abolish all
confiscation of property, which did not come under the head
of restitution ; they would particularly avoid attaching this
‘punishment to political offences; as it affords a 'too conve-
nient precedent to revolutionary governments to adopt the
same species of violencey to which they are always suffi-
ciently. inclined, The instance of Lord E. FiT2GERALD
was the most inexcusable errour of this kind, that was ever
committed by any legislature ; independent of it’s bad po-
licy, it was repugnant to the best and most established rules
of justice, as Lord EDWARD died before he could be brought
to trial; and the Irish parliament were atrocious enough to
establish a species of confiscation, which, under similar
circumstancesy a Nero, or a Caligula, would have forborn.
1f England be blessed with a parliament, which does not act
from the dictates of a minister, but from those of clear
justice and common humanity, it will restore to Lord E.
FirzGerALD's children the property most unrighteously
“withheld.from them.

It is not less impolitic in revolutionary governments to
adopt measures of confiscation, or to give the slightest
shock to the security of property. A great change of go-

vernment always produces sufficient alarm ; to accelerate
this
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this alarm by vielent interruptions to the. usual circulation
of capital, at once destroys the sources of wealth and public
credit. :

There are strong arguments which may be urged to.
revolutionary governments, to induce them to forbear yio-
lating the security of property.

The apprehension of confiscations is extremely unfa-
vourable to the cause of liberty. Men of property are na-
turally friends to liberty ; for, in free countries, their pro-
perty is more secure and more productive. But when they
find the partizans of liberty more inimical to the security
of property than the most tyrannical governments, they
prefer compromising with the certain but slow progress of
arbitrary power, rather than trust to the sweeping measures
of experimental politics, That party in a country which
supports the cause of freedom ought to be careful to soothe
the jealous spirit of property. W hen this frels itself secure,
it is the mild source of national prosperity ; but when under
t-f)p influence of alarm, it is blind, intemperate, and fero-
cigus, Add, too, that it has proved its pewer and influence
to be far beyond what political calculators ever suspected.
It may be taken by surprise, as was the case in France;
but when once on it’s guard, it is almost an invincible op-
ponent, and . is quite as enterprising, and far better disci-
plined in it’s tactics, than revolutionary enthusiasm. We
may almost predict, that no future revolution will take place
in Europe in fayvour of libeity, unless it has the sanction
and assistance of the monied and landed interest.

The successful stand which the comparatively insignifi-

.cant body of Irish yeemen have made against the superior

physical force of the Irish revolutionists, is sufficient evi-
dence of the energy-of. the spirit of property; and, at the
same time, the yeomen afford as strong an instance of it’s
blindness; intemperance, and ferocity, when acting under
the influence of alarm.

Revolutionary governments, from considerations of their
own interest, ;ought to forbear the smallest confiscation;
but if they badany real zeal for the welfare of mankind,
their conduct would be formed on the maxim, that it is the
duty of government to give security to private property ;
that. it has no right, under any possible circumstances, to
act as the proprietor of it, Even with respect to church
land: '__ipli_)r_are evidently the property of the state, it would
be wise, as well as humane, to make ng change during the
by s | | lives
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lives of the incumbents ; the spirit of. prophecy is sympa-
thetic throughout, and not very discriminately, the smallest
change in the most unconnected parts is felt through the
whole mass.

Impressed with such sentiments, it is impossible to view
the leaders of the United Irishmen without mingled feelings
of detestation and contempt. So far from seeking to soothe
the fears of men of property, or secure the prosperity of
the country by giving security to property, their regulations
on this head were either alarmingly mysterious, or avow-
edly atrocious ; and the leaders of the last insurrection, in
their celebrated proclamation, declared all property in a
state of suspension; no leases, covenants, or agreements,
were to be made, till the pleasure of this embryo govern-
ment was known, which announced ‘it’s despotic, puerile,
impertinent intentions, with more degmatism and intoler-
ance than is usual in long established governments.

The projectors of revolutions are seldom men of much
property ; they know that the secure and free enjoyment of
the substantial comforts of life does not form their happi-
ness, and they conclude, too hastily, that it does not form
the happiness of other people ; otherwise it is quite incom-
prehensible, that while they are so zealous for personal se-
curity and freedom, they are at most cold friends to the
freedom and security of property which are of equal, if not
superior importance. A wise rebel would not threaten
the person or property of his greatest enemy ; a wise revo-
lutionist would forbear to injure them.

No. II.

ON THE SUSPENSION OF THE HABEAS CORPUS ACT.

The suspension of the Habeas Corpus act in kreland is
a very unwise measure, as it mukes all men afraid to join in
a petition.  No one will venture to incur the displeasure of
a Secretary, where the Szcretary has such ample means of
vengeance in his power. Thus, at the very time when it
would be most important for Government to be made ac-
quainted with the grievances of the people, all communi-
cation is cut off between the Government and the people.

The great danger of discontents in Ireland is, that there
are no avowed leaders with whom it is possible to treat or
compromise ; all is mysterious, deep, and incomprehen-

sible; and, in 3 moment, without any previous symptoms,
CVC[’Y-
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every thing is placed at issue between the contending par-

. It would be very much for the advantage of Government,
if they could tempt the discontented to adopt open -and
constitutional measures, instead of plots and insurrection ;
nothing would so much tend to this, as the right of peti-
tioning being guarantied from all risk, The men of pro-
perty in such meetings would gradually acquire an ascen-
dancy and command, discontents would become less embit-
tered and insurrections less intemperate and sanguinary,

No. III.

Though it is certainly wiser to pay the clergy of all sects,

“rather than to pay exclusively the clergy ot one; yet it

may be still a question, whether it would not bé the wisest
measure of all to pay nooe, but let the clergy be paid by
the individuals who want their services. In general, all
duties are best done where the profits depend upon how
they are done; and I see no mare reason for paying a body
of clergymen by the state, than for paying a body of school-
masters. Instraction is the profession of both. And can
we hesitate for a moment in.deciding who fulfil it best;
those who are paid according to their deserts, and chosen
by their employers, or those who are paid according to
their interest, and are chosen by patrons? When the pri-
mitive ministers of the Gospel were paid in the first way,
Christianity flourished 3 now they are paid in the latter, it
is pretty stationary, if not on the decline.

No. 1V,

. Colonel Hutchinson, in the House of Commons, attri-
buted the rebellions in Ireland to the poverty of the lower
orders. . This is the common mistake of accounting for
effects by the secondary instead of the primary causes. The
Irish are poor because their minds are depressed by tyranny,
and their pride is not called forth by any interest or sym-
pathy in the Government of their country. Bad govern-
ment is the cause of poverty—poverty of rebellions ; but to
put an end to rebellions, it is in vain to try to enrich the
pcﬁk“tigless you mend the Government.

- Mr, Malthus, in his ingeniqus essay on population, ap-
pears.to commit the same error, and to acquit governments
of all effect in impoverishing their subjects; when, in fact:t

3 F : bad
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bad government is the primary cause, increased population
only the secondary cause of poverty. The Irish incumber

themselves with large families, because they have not that ~

decent pride which will make them forego marriage rathér
“than live and bring up their children like pigs; and they

want this decent pride, because oppression and contumely

~have taught them to despise themselves.  Education, and
the love of refinement, may produce habits of economy
among the upper ranks ; but among the lower ranks, these
never take place, except when the pride ‘of the common
people is awakened by the importance they feelin being the
members of a well governed society, and that government
being their own. ‘They will never feel so_much import-
ance when ruled by a foreign government, however good,
as in the government they call their own. :

No. V.

It is a very singular fact, that the'state of the peasantry,
in Ireland has improved since the rebellion. Resistance, as
it always does, has procured’ them more respect and better
treatment. 'T'hose Squires, who ‘were their worst  oppres-
sors, now wheedle them the most—from fear; and I know
a Justice who was nearly being brought to trial for kicking
a woman with child on the belly, who now pays a degree of
court to the peasantry that is contemptible. - The Irish
peasantry have risen from the rank of slaves to that of
€nemnies.

No. VI.

T'he introduction of the ballot for raising men for the
militia and army of reserve shows how incapable an
English parliament is of adapting its measures to the tem-
per and habits of the Irish, The ballot is in England a
most unjust and oppressive mode of levying the quota which
each man ought to raise for the public service ; but in Ire-
Jand it is doubly oppressive. In England, the farmer has 2
large share of “the produce of his land, and can afford te
find a substicute; but in Ireland, the farmer has a triflin
share of the profits, and if drawn, must serve himself, while
his stock must be sold under every disadvantage. In Enge
land a man has at least, the satisfaction of knowing the
ballot is conducted fairly ; but in Ireland there is ne such
confidence ; every man who is drawn, imagines it to be
from the spite of som¢ country gentleman, My-‘awn b;llg_
- - i
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Jiff requefted I would allow him to go to England, because
he was suge Mr. 'would have him drawn for the
army of reserve. It was with considerable difficulty I con-
vinced him that he would be dealt fairly with, There is no
reason why the ballot should be used in Ireland, where men
might be raised by county cess. The-alarm that was created
by the ballot for the army of reserve was very great; indeed
50 11l used have the peasantry been, that every new €ircum-
stance terrifies them. Property has been valued in Ireland,
under the late act, with great rigour (in distant countries
all harsh laws are executed with double harshness); and
it 1s hard to persuade the poor Catholic tenants that it is
not dorie with a view of seizing upon part.

No. VII.

I cannot omit a very noble instance of -the great effect
which kind treatment has upon the hicarts of the Irish pea-
santry, In surveying the unvaried sceme of unbending
oppression and sanguinary resistance, our imagination is
terrified;, -our sympathy exhausted; yet there is one little
trait in the history of these times, which like the green
Oasis in the mighty desert, affords refreshment to the
heart, and proves that in mercy there is wisdom. It is the
conduct of the Dean of Kilfenora * to his parishioners.

This gentleman possesses the living of Callan, one of the
largest in Ireland. When the rebellion broke out, he had
but just come to reside : and he found all the peasantry in
his neighbourhood, as well as every other peasant in Ireland,
deeply engaged in insurrection. By every kindness in his
power, by persuasion; but most powerfully by civility to the
meanest labourer, he gradually inspired them with confi-
dence and esteem ; he convinced them of the small hope
and great peril of their enterprize; he assured them not
only’ of just, but of respectful usage; finally, he gained the
friendship of their priest. In one day six hundred rebels
came to his house and surrendered their arms. Had these
deluded people gone in the same manner to any other ‘gen-
tleman, they would have been strictly examined respecting
their treasonable practices; would have been loaded with
taunts-and reproaches for the past, and threats for the fu-
ture; and»would have found so little temptation to return

?ﬂ old habits of life; that, in a few days, half of

to t
them ‘would have again joined the rebels, -

* Dr. Stevensce.
F 2 Instead
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Instead of this conduct, Dr. Stevenson assembled the
party on his lawn, spread tables for the whole six hundred,
entertained them with the true magnificence of Irish hoss
pitality, conversed with them on indifferent subjects, and
made the administering the oath of allegiance 2 kind of
fete, rather than an emblem of viétarious ‘oppression,
What has been the consequence? Ever since that day,
(though the rebellion continued long after, and many in-
surrections have succeeded) not one of these reclaimed
rebels has been even suspected of disloyalty 5 and by the
continuance of the same humane and enlightened conduct,
there is not a man in Ireland sleeps half so securely in his
bed as the Dean of Kilfenora ; there is not a parish in Ire-
Iand that can be called well affected, when compared with
Callan. : % :

Though a clergyman, a Protestant, and an Englishman,
the dean has receiyed that tribute of the poor man’s. gras
titude, which is giateful even to the proud and wealthy ; but
which, as none in Ireland deserve, none receive. On his
return from England last year, to Callan, the day was kept as
a_festival throughout the whole country ; crowds thronged
the roads, and greeted him with huzzas ; while all the moun--
tains around blazed with bopfires: It seems strange, that
many Irish gentlemen try with equal earnestness to cultivate
the affections of the peasantry, yet meet not with the same
success. 'T'he Dean of Kilfenora is the only instance of
complete success.” . The reason is this: that he is, in the
best sense of the word, a gentleman; that is, he treats his
inferiors, whatever. their station, with civility and affabi-
lity. This is the real sccret of conciliating the Irish
peasantry; it IS not your money or your protection that
will win their hearts, but the respectful kindness which
removes from their minds the painful sense of de--
gradation. |

An Irish Squire, let his intentions be ever so good, de--
stroys the effet of obligations by his manner of conferring
them. But it is in vain to tell the Irish Squires to reform
_their _manners towards the peasantry ; manners are not to
be moulded by wishes, they mustbe formed by circum-
stances, .~ Make the gentry, in some measure, dependent
on the peasantry; give to the peasantry more political
importance, and you need not be afraid that they will be

No,

treated with insolence,
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No. VIII,

Annual, instead of septennial elections, would havea
great effect in giving political importance to the peasantry ;
but elections produce so much tumult and disturbance, that
it would be unwise to make them more frequent, unless the
mode of election could be better arranged. There are two
measures that would answer this purpose : first, to make
the qualification necessary for voting at least twenty pounds
a year; this is the worst. Or, secondly, to poll the whole
goPulation by the means of primary assemblies, making the

ody of the people choose intermediate electors, who
should appoint the members of parliament. . This appears
much the best, as it gives the meanest person a partici-
pation in the government of his country, and yet not mora
than what he can claim from his station, at the Same time
that it puts an end to canvassing and bribery.

No. IX.

Lord Hardwicke has been violently blamed, and with
great inconsistency, because he did not give credit to the
reports of the late insurrection, and was taken by surprise.
Not to believe in reports of insurrections, nor to dread re-
bels, till they actually make their appearance, is the ge-
nuine system of a good'and lenient government, which 1s
conscious that it has not inflicted wrong, or merited re-
sistance.  Such was the personal government of Lord Hard-
wicke ; that it did not succeed, is not his fault, but the
fault of the system which the English Government has
pursued, and still pursues, towards Ireland. It js the
villain that suspects; the upright man that considers 3
and instead of feeling the necessity of a defence, Lord

Hardwicke ought to make it his boast, that he was taken
by surprise. - , |

No. X.

It is surprising with what avidity the romantic philippic
of Emmet against the French has been received, as decla-
ratory of the sentiments of the discontented party in Ire-
land; and how securely ministers repose on the belief, thar
the Irish do not wish for the assistance of the French,

This shows how ignorant they are of the real state of

2 Opinions
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opinions in Ircland. Emmet certainly hated the French
government, because it had conducted itself towards him -
and his - friends with worse than coldness (a proof that
Bonaparte was not so. intent on war.as was represented }e
Emmet spoke his real sentiments ; but we have no proof
that they extended much. farther than himself and | his im-.
mediate friends. On the contrary, the current mode of
reasoning in Ireland on French assistance is this : Ireland
is much more powerful in military resources than any
country the French liave yet invaded ; a band of 305,000
peasantry, living sparingly, inured to hardship, fond of
war; a country difficult to march through, and full of
fastnesses, would certainly be great checks on French
ambition. Independent of this, France. cannot pour into
Ireland, as into other countries, regular supplies of armies
the English fleets would be allies ‘against the French, as
much as the French would be against: the English; and
the French party would soon feel itself entirely depend-
ent on the Irish party. In fact, the discontented in Ire-
tand wear now a much more formidable appearance than
ever ; there is not a demagogue that is not an adept in
revolutionary measures; there is not a peasant that does
not know the deficiencies in military tactics that caused
the failure of the last rebellion. Ask a Wexford moun-
tainecer, why his party was. defeated? He will tell you,
because they embarrassed. themselves with cannon; be- .
cause they made stationary encampments; because they
marched on the level country, instead of keeping the line
of the mountains; and lastly, because they could not be
“brought to make night attacks on the regular troops. The
disaffected in Ireland are doubly dangerous, because they
do not appear soj they have learnt caution; they have
learnt to wait for, and seize on opportunities. The war was
a fair opportunity 3 and every Irish country gentleman must
know, that the moment war was declared, treasonable in-
‘trigues resumed all their activity. Emmet, on his return
from France, found the country ripe for revolution ; he at-
tempted it, and failed. The disaffected will now remain
quiet till another opportunity occurs, till the French effect
an invasion; then every hand will prepare its weapon ;.
and in proportion to the embarrassment of Government,
censpiracies and insurrections will multiply. And yet, will
nothing open the eyes of the English Government to the::
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real danger? Will they maintain their wretched s?rstem of
Irish politics, even at the hazard of national ruin i W hat,
though the French have not sufficient: naval force to aid the
Irish rebels, this will not always be the case ; some time or
other, it may be ten years, or it may be twenty, the French
will resume their naval equality; and if England does
not alter her measures, Ireland will be the same disunited,
disaffected country. But have not the English ministers
yet dreamt of the effect of Ireland being conquered by
the French? Are they not aware that a revolutionary Irish
army, so far from being averse to second the designs of
France, would receive, with a frenzied delight, the order
to embark for the English coast? The memory of long
sufferings ; the sense of smarting under recent indigni-
ties; the hope for honour, for the first time, placed
within their reach; the thirst for vengeance; their na-
tural love of action and of peril, present a prospect of
that dark and tardy retribution, which sometimes falls
sudden and unheeded, on a nation’s crimes. Why will
the English ministers prefer making an enemy of Ireland
(slave she cannot now be called) rather than attach her as
a faithful ally? The interests of the countries are the same ;
the measures must be faulty which separate them. Ireland,
that is the mass of its population and force, is hostile to
England; the Union is a2 name, a sound, a fiction; there
is no Union; the nominal Union is only an additional
source of discord. Make a real Union, by removing all
causes of discontent, and leaving the common interests of
‘the two countsies to operate.

THE END,

o

Printed by G, Woodfall, Paternoster-row,
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