ROMAN CATHOLIC

' ARCHBISHOPS AND BISHOPS
"* : - ' " OF

.‘- L IRELAND .

My Lorpbs,

NOTW'ITHSTAND‘ING my reluctance to presehty
wyself thus before the awful tribunal of thepublic, espe-

cially after the minute investigation of my charactet and

_ease in the Courts of Justices yet from the imputations laid

o my charge in a cireular letter many months ago printed

] in Dublin, and privately addressed to your Lordships, 1
feel it a duty incumbent on me, through the agency of the
press also, to address your Lordship on the same subject:

* the liberality of your sentiments, the elevated rank you

hold in thé Cathelic church, and your wishes to ascertain : | $
the truth before your approval of Dr. M¢Loughlin’s con-
4 duct towards me, justify me in the conviction that you will .,
; allow an injured individual the privilege of thus publicly en-

tering higprotest against the justice of the censures, antd
the aecuracy of the statements contained in that circular
address. Is it not rather too much for a persecuted indi-

B vl &1,,';“7110 has spent a laborious life in acquiring a repu-
© vidual,'who has sp | quiring a rep
| fable estimation among his humble acquaintance, to hear \
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himself speken of, - nay handed down in print to psterity,
in terms of unqualified reprobation,‘to the disgree of his
innocent children? I therefore entreat your perusd of the
following address to Dr. O’Reiﬂy, an address, which,
besides giving your Lordships a true statement of th mis-
understanding “between Dr. M*Loughlin and me, com-
pletely refutes the charge made againt me by Dr M‘Lagh-
lin’s counsel, who triumphantly asked, “ If this manwas
inpured, why not appeal to his Primates’

See the trial of Dr. M‘Loughlin ‘at Lifford Asswes,
March 21, 1809, as reported by Randall Kiernan, Isq.
Barrister at Law. . '

oo D e Bosse—
TO THE

MOST REV. DR. OREILLY,
ROMAN CATHOLIC PRIMATE OF ALL IRELAND.

e i @ —
My Lorbp,

HAVING been some months ago cruelly treated by my
Bishop and Parish Priest, Dr. M¢Loughlin, and finding
that every day adds to my cause of complaint, I have taken
the liberty of thus addressing your Lordship as his superior
and representative of him who is the ultimate refuge of the
injured.

Ix Ballyshannon, the place of my nativity and residence,
and chief town of the parish of Killbarron, we began to
build a commodious Chapel in 1794, under the auspices of
the worthy Father John Kelly, then our parish Priest.
Bishop M‘Loughlin, who became thatrevered clergyman’s
successor in 1805, laudably exerted himself in erecting an
altar and three galleries. During his Lordship’s - making
pecuniary collections every Sunday for defraying the ex-
pences of these works, he repeatedly informed the pa-
rishioners {rom the altar, that they all should equally par-

.
¥
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ticipate in the advantages and conveniencies derived from
their erection. No sooner, however, were ‘the galleries
finished, than the Bishop and Mr. Shiel, a gentieman of
the medical profession, who before had their pews on the

ground, with a few more who assumed to themselves the

name of a ‘¢ Committee,” though never nominated so by
the people, possessed themselves of all such parts of the
galleries as they thought proper, and set doors and locks to
the gallery-pews, not only without the consent, but contrary

to the wishes of the parishioners, who loudly complained

of this violation of public faith, and withal threatened

-those who illegally seized on their property with a pro«

secution at law. Upon which, without any previous com-
munication of the expenses incurred, the Bishop announc-
ed from the altar, ¢¢that the Chapel was #£371 in debt, of
which sum if the parishioners made nup £160 in six wecks,
and the remainder, which was a loan from the country-
farmers, in three months after, .they should still have an
equal right to the galleries: as it.was, he said, for paying
that debt the pews were disposed of at specified prices.”
This offer was ne sooner made than acceded to, and the
people with pleasure, relinquishing their first intention of
appealing to law, metin the Chapel after prayers to con-
cert a plan among themselves for collecting the sum.
They called on me as being the son g'da man whom they
esteemed, and wl{Q,_as they were pleased to say, command-
ed more respect and property in the parish, than the fa-
thers of all the present self~-named Committee.

Tue Bishop, being the best judge of the most respecta-
ble and proper persons in each town’s-land, gave us in his

..own hand-writing, the names of all those who collected

'

the last Chapel-assessment, and withal appointed James
Boyleand me for this town.

Tups sanctioned by the Bishop, we began with spirit,
HMB Slmd‘ty at the C har)cl after prayers, accounted for
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the returns made, and would have made up the whole
amount at the appointed time, had we not béen prevén*ted
by the Bishop, at the instigation of Dr.’ Shiel, as was
abundantly manifest to the parishioners at large on the

'subsequent Sunday by his Lordship’s conduet, wlnoh was -

as follows :— .y
Tz Bishop previously to the celebration of mass awaits,
Dr. Shiel's coming to his pew, and then opens a paper and
with evident pleasule reads thus :—¢¢ James Kelly of To-
nagee, desires I.will inform the flocks that he will be no
Collector, as neither he, nor any of his family will do any
thing to disoblige Dr. Shiel.” Here again the people saw
their error in thinking the Blshop- sincere.  ‘The Doctor
beino agent to Admlral Pakenham, to whom a great part of
this parish belongs, had it inhis power to frighten many
of them into promises of not paying any of the parish
co! *tnbutmn. The lands of some were out of lease, which
s the case with Kelly ‘and many others, who at the
same time, sent in their money privately.  In short, my
Lord, the debt was nearly made up, when to our asto-
nishment, the Bishop thus speaks from the altar :—¢¢ To
humour you, I consented you should make up the debt, in
which I was wrong, therefore return the money, for at any
rate the time given has clapsed, and the motiey not made
up ;”’—one man in reply, said ¢ it was nearly collected, and
the carpenter to whom he had been speaking about the

‘business, would give three weeks longer to pay it, at

which the Bishop stamped and desived “he would be si-

Jent.’. “‘Besist (says he) you set of combinators, or I will

meet you with the weapons of the Church, and cut you off
from the congregation ;” ¢¢ how dare you (continued he,)

think of collecting at the gate for any part of that debt, "BE
Povant the gate-money for other pumoses.

A
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REPRESENT to yourself, my Lord, our horror and ins
dignation at being thus stigmatized as ** a set of Combina-
tors,” among our Protestant neighbours, and these the
very people be individually appointed a few weeks since to

ccollect the debt. . The gate-collection the farmers oﬂ’erred
10 take until their loan should be pald

ArrHoueH the people obeyed in returning the money,
yet they were fully determined not to give up' their pro-
perty in the house of God to any. such people, one day,
we were told the pews were to be set up to auction ; ano=
ther, to be sold by private contract. On a subsequent

Sunday, the Bishop from the altdr pomtmcr to each pew,

desired certain of his favourites totake possession of them,
I said the parishioners would never consent to it, as the
debt would have been long since paid if he had not pre-
vented it, that I had returns in my possession of £180
of the money, in November Jast.” In short, he said, he
would ensure their places to them ; and you, Sir, says he
to me, would have taken a front seat if you got it for twq
guineas, I spid I made no such offer.

AT my return ,from Chapel, my wife however in-
formed me that in speaking to a Mr. Harrigan a young
priest, on the pew-business, she said, if pews should ever
take place I would only give the guinea I was to contri-
bute towards the parish debt ; but, said she, pointing to
one of my daughters ironically I suppose, if she be per-
mitted to keep the one we now possess, she will give
another ; this' Mrs. Boyle never more thought of, until
hearing.of the taunt from the altar. This, however, did
not answer the end the Bishop expected, as the people
clearly, saw through it and knew I refused one before,
On the following Sunday the Bishop addressed his
favorites again, and desired them to take possession of

their péws and he would ersure them to them: he then
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mentioned twelve persons and pbinted to their places,
yet there was no answer, after prayers he addressed the
'congrega,tion, and looking sternly at me, said ¢ there
is a combination formed against my oars, and you, Mr,
Boyle are at the head of it,” at the same time taking
Mr. Harrigan the priest by the arm, he continued, “Mr,
Harrigan will prove you offered two, guineas for a front
seat, *¢ M. Harrigan will prove so?” replied 1, ¢¢ the
gentleman must be under a mistake,” on which Mr. Har.
rigan said, ¢ well your wife did then,” < let her answer
for herself,” said I, whereupon the Bishop then addressed
a militia-regiment we have here, and said “ Gentlemen
soldiers, do you hear this man make the Priest a lyar
before the altar of God?” then turning to me, he adds
“ Next Sunday I'll denounce you, and who now is to
speak for you?” on which I addressed the parishioners
and desired them to speak for themselves or hereafter
_come no more to me, At that instant (although only
promised for the followntr Sunday) he denounced me.
The whole congregation with the exceptien of ten or
twelve fainilies buj: of one thousand, cried out with ene
voice, ¢ we are all denounced, as he speaks our senti-
ments.” On the following Saturday Dr. Shiel sent me
word, that if I went to Chapel on Sunday I should ba
certainly excommunicated, to which the respectable man,
by whom he sent the message, replied, ¢ If T was, the
flock would share the same fate,” I did not go on that day
to prayers, on which Dr, Shiel made a long speech mostly
in his own praise, with some invectives against me, and
concluded by saying, ¢ on Thursday next I will pay the
debt,” thus rendering the pews at his own disposal. On
that week I sent a gentleman from another diocese to the
Bishop with an offer of submission, such as the Church
required and said [ would, if necessary, make it in the
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Chapel, which the Bishop refused to accept if I wonld
not give up the parish-claims. I afterwards, at the desire
of the parishioners, applied to an attorney for com~
mencing legal proceedings against these persons who
seized on the galleries and placed locks on the pews, in
this I also failed, asthe attorney, Mr. Fawcetf, a Protes=
tant gentleman, said some of these people were his
clients and he could not proceed against them. I then
entreated him to recommend me a law-agent, at which
he requested I would wait his return from the Bishop’s
which was in a short interval after, when he said, ¢ I
am now come a peace-maker, make up the debt in a
month’s time, and there shall be no more separate pro-
perty in the Chapel.” This happy intelligence I made
known to the parishioners, I then told him of the threats
of excommunication which he said he would also settle,
and returning after a second interview with the Bishop
he informed me, ¢ If I made such a submission as for-
merly offered all would be done away.” On the following

- Sunday, my ﬁa.rm]y and I went to Chapel to return

thanks to the father of peace for the happy prospect
before us, there I was called on by the Bishop to know -
#f 1 was come to give satisfaction, I answered ¢¢ I am my
Lord, and I ask God’s pardon and yours, if by any
rash word I have offended God or the Church.” He
looked at me with an angry countemance and asked, ¢ I§
that all, Sir?” I replied, ¢ I hope, my Lord, you think
that sufficient, *¢ No, indeed, if you do not give up in
every particular,” ¢ I will accede to every thing, as Mr
Fawcett agreed on, but the parish-rights I'll ascertain if
I can: you will please to wait till Mr. Fawecett’s reture
!frmnﬂ;e assizes,” to which the Bishop assented. '

Mg+ Fawcert, on hisarrival, expressed his astonishs
Mt at the Bishop’s refusing to accept of .my submissions
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and said he would convince him of his forgetfulness, afid
still entertained hopes of effecting a reconciliation. The
Bishop, he, and I met' and agreed on nearly the same
terms as before I was to be accountable for the parish
debt which' I was bound to pay in ‘a month’s time;
Mr. TFawcett took down the heads of the agreement
and was to have committed them to writing-on a stamp,
to be signed by the Bishop and me; but, instead of
meeting the Bishop the following day, he:was" informed
by Dr. Shiel, the principal agent in _this business, that
¢¢ the Bishop changed his mind, and would not sign
the agreement,” although the words of the submission I
was to repeat were according to his own particular direc-
tions. Dr. Shiel was not at home at this week’s transac-
tion, nor was he ashamed to insinuate to Mr. Fawcett
‘¢ that the Bishop’s word without his signature was not
to be relied on.”

Tux following day, being Sunday, I went to Chapel,
the Bishop asked if I was conte to make submission for
the scandal I had given ‘the Church, and although I
objected the day before, to the word scandal which he
himself consénted to omit altogether, vet I there repeated
it without reluctance ; then the Bishop produced a paper
which he called on me to sign, I begged to hear it read,
he. reads ‘1 Philip Boyle do withdraw myself from the
head .of a set.of combinators,” here I said, ¢¢ No, my
Lord, I know nothing of combinations or combinators,
nor will I sign any such thing,” to which he replied, ¢ If
you do not sign it I will positively excommuniecate you ;”
so saying he put on his stole, and with the greatest
solemnity pronounced in full that awful sentence against
me: equally awful were the hollow murmurs of the people
whom I entreated for the Lord’s sake to remtain quiet,
as it did not signify, which, blessed be God, pacified

B Bl LRl g o, M il e e - e o R
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them.  Now, my Lord, before you, I leave the true

statement of this grievous affair which can be attested by

numbers of respectable witnesses, and most earnestly im-
plore your charitable interference. DMay the Father ‘of
Peace, whose minister -your - Lordship is, by his divine
mspiration give you power to shew we have Prelates.in
our Church unbiassed by men, regardless of every tie to
God and man, when put in competition with their own
designs. Testimonials of my character your Lordship may
have from Father Muldoon, Father Bryan Clancy, V. G.
Rev. P. M‘Gowan, and the Rev. Edward Kernan of
Enniskillen, &e. considering it altogether unnecessary to
make any reference on that head to Protestant gentlemen
who are struck with horror at these strange proceedings

against me. 1
I am,

My Lord, .
With the most profound
And xespectful deference,
Ballyshannon, Your Lordship’s
April 3, 1808. Most obedient Servant,
PHILIP BOYLE.
——T @S —
THE PRIMATEs ANSWER
~© TO THE FOREGOING,
Sig, * ‘ '
I HAVE ‘jﬁﬂ.now read through the letter which the
bearer delivered to me from you, and regret exceedingly
to learn from it, that a difference of a sericus nature now
subsists between your Prelate and Pastor, the Right Rev.
Doctor M¢Loughlin and you. Such =« difference béetween

the'-iﬁi‘dfor and Flock or individuals of it, is always
‘J?@edifiing and generally productive of a breach’ of tb_n}t




[ e e T W
‘s !

12

subordination, peace and charity, which are the very life-

and soul of the holy religion we profess, and which with-
out them is but an empty name. You are a Christian and
a Roman Catholic, of course I need not tell you what
is due from you to your Bishop and Pastor, to whom
Almighty God has committed your best and dearest in~
terests. Do not, my dear Sir, be backwards in approach-
ing him with overtures of peace:and reconciliation : he
will not, I am confident, reject: them, if accdmpanied on
your part with suitable dispositions. I shall write to him
without delay, recommending earnestly to him to concur
with you and some friends of bothy to devise some ex=
pedient or other to put an end 0 ‘that disagreeable con«
troversy, hoping, sincerely that my mediation may mnot
prove entirely fruitless, and wishing you peace and every

happiness,
I remain most tru]y,

Sir,
Your obedient,
‘ RICHARD O’RIELY, .
Drogheda, April Tth 1808. ghidd (o5
. My. Philip Boyle, Ballyskannon.

—— WL R C—

To my family the above answer, maliciously reported by
a Geo. Brennan, and some of the pew-partizans to have
been 2 foréﬁry of mine, afforded some tempordry conso-
lation; as from its perusal we. inferred that the Primate
did” not consider me in the light of a person justly ex-
communicated : 'with Doctor M¢Loughlin, in the mean-
time, 1.still avoided any personal interview, hoping by
the promised interference of the Primate, that in a few
days @ reconciliation may be effected. By a friend of
mine, however, the Rev. Mr. Muldoon, ﬁom a nelghbour-
ing diocese, I sent the following Ietter.

g
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COPY OF A LETTER TO
DR. M*LOGHLIN

FROM

PHILIP BOYLE.
My I.oan,

IN compliance with the wishes of his Grace the Primate

of Armagh, to whom the unfortunate grievances of this-

parish, for some time past have been impartially stated,
and hoping also from your Lordship’s late declaration (as
I was informed) that ¢ had you kiown of your pa-
rishioners” general dislike to the galleries being made the
property of individuals, ‘you would mnot have thus inter-
fered ;” T am therefore villing to come forward again
with overtures of reconciliation, flattering myself your
Lordship may be pleased to accept of the two submissions
already made by me in the Chapel, and at the same time
have the goodness to’ withdraw that excommunication so
unexpectedly, and, as 1 considered, undeservedly pro-
nounced against me, which will, I hope, restore that peace
so sincerely wished forby,

My Lord,

, Your very humble servant,.

| PHILIP BOYLE.
Ballyshannon,

May 9th, 1808.

4

T G C—— &

Nomitﬁsunding the hopes I entertained of bringing
the business to a happy termination through the mediation
of Mr. Muldoon and the Primate’s interference, yet all
proved ineffectual. Mr. Muldoon though anxiously ex-
de did not call on his return that day, whence I natu-
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rally concluded his answer to my letter {rom the Bishop
was such, as his feélings would not permit him to com-
municate. In a few days after another friend, from a
neighbouring diocese, who felt for the anxiety of my fa-
miily, called at the Bishop's to know his sentiments'respect-
ing my address and the Primate’s interference, when in
the course of conversation the Bishop introdaced the sub-
ject and a'ter somesevere remarks said, ¢ he was surprized
how any man dare think, thatthe Primate should dictate
to him.” .

Ox the Sunday subsequently to the éexcommunication, I
applied to the, Clergyman of a_ncighbouring parish in
anotlier diocese, for permission to hear prayers at his
Chapel : ‘this he with pleasure assented to, hoping Dactor
M‘Loughlin might be soon pacified. To that Chapel my
family 'and I went for the two following Sundays: on the
ensuing week however I had a message from the Priest
expressing his regret at being reluctantly obliged to forbid -
my further appearaneeat his Chapel ; as he had orders to
that effect from his Bishop in consequence of two letters
directed to him from Ballyshannon. .Still however my fa-
mily continued to hear mass there, and to experience
the most distinguished marks of attention from the parish-
ioners, happy at having an-asylum for them from such
uindeserved persecution. _

Tus happiness, however was but of short duration:
a Father John Keenan, of whom it is sufficient to observe,
that he is considered as not having steadiness to keep a
parish.of his own, was sent (as is supposed) by the Bishop,
with whom he dined on the following day) to give the
congregation a most impressive and awful warning of the
danger they incurred by associating or holding any inter-
course with people under the curse of excommunica- -
tion, which, said he, like a pestilence, contaminates all -
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those who are so unfortunate as to associate with thenr;
thereby unequivocally intimating that my children would
convey the contagion to the congregation. IHe concluded
by saying, ¢ that though a Bishop or Pastor ahoqld ex-
communicate in a passnon or without a proper cause, still
the effect was the same.” From this, my Lords, you will
judge of the system of persecution adopted not only against
me, but against my unoffending children ; children, who,
as must be allowed by Dr. M‘Loughlin, himself, were
strictly regular in the duties of the Cathoflc religion.,
By the young Priests, educated in the Bishop’s College,
the most zealous exertions were used, not only in deterring
people from coming into my house, but'also from associat-
ing with me at public places. "On attending at a large
funeral of a neighbour and friend; the Priest at the
place of interment looked around and emphatically asked,
whether a certain man (meaning me) was there, “ as if
he be among you (s-nd he)*I can neither consecrate the
grave nor perform the usual ceremonies over the dead.”
SuorTLY after the Rey. Mr. Keenan’s ‘extraordinary
sermon My, **®¥¥** 5 centleman from Dublin, who
happened then to come: on mercantile business to Bally-
shannon ; on -1scer19.1nm<r from all parties the reality of
my wrongs, and myfamily’s anxiety advised me to submit
my case to the great body of the Catholic Prelates who
were, in a few weeks timej to meet in Dublin. To- this I
readily assented; in the mean time My, ******¥ per-
sonally addressed both the Catholic Primates and Dr. De-
lany in my. behalf, urging every argument that good sense,
zeal for'the Catholic religion, and compassion for my fa-
mily couald inspire. Of his letter in my favor to the

Roman Catholic Primate of r"]I Ireland, the following is
3 copi
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MR, ¥*¥*¥xx ADDRESS
To ‘
DR. O’REILLY,
ROMAN CATHOLIC PRIMATE OF ALL IRELAND.

D G

My Lorbp,

Z EAL for our hely religion, and compassion for Philip
Boyle and his seven unprovided female children, induce
me to address your Lordship thus by letter on the subject
of his misunderstanding with Dr. M¢Loughlin, especially as
I had not the favor of your Lordship’s answer, when I had

the pleasure of meeting you personally in this city, or an
opportunity of seeing you, though I repeatedly called at
your lodgings. Your Lordship. may recollect I men-
tioned that Boyle was repeatedly advised by his friends to
commence immediate proceedings at law against Doctor
M*Loughlin, and also, that he and his family should quit .
a religion, where (as they say) one of its principal pastors
has done so much to ruin him and them, though in his opi-
nion undeservedly. But should it be the case, that this.
couple and their seven daughters withdraw from the com-

munion of the Roman Catholic church, what Doctor

M*‘Loughlin’s feelings would have been, I will leave it for

himself and your Lordship to judge. To prevent thescan--
dal our church would receive in having one of its teachers, -
nay of its Bishops, brought into a Court of Justice, and

there degraded and punished, has been my principal object .
in thus troubling your Lordship. Should I not succeed, I-
will enly have to regret that Dr. M‘Loughlin, lulled, I fear,
into a false security, will plunge himself into a situation,
which he will wish, when too late, to have prevented.

|



Should proceedings be taken, I am much afraid that both
your Lordship and I will be unwilling witnesses of the trial.

To prove the lengths this poor man went to, before he
had recourse to the law, to have this business settled, 1
- must beg leave to state to your Lordszip, that I waited on
the most Rev. Dr. Troy a few days ago, and stated the
transaction between Dr. M‘Loughlin and Boyle; the con-
sequences of which he deplored equally with yeur Lord-
ship, and expressed an earnest wish that it might not go
before a Court of Justice. He, at the same time, told me
he could not interfere, and moreover informed me it came
under your Lordship’s jurisdiction: I have only to add, that
the great injury the man has sustained, cannot be easily
comprehended; his being just on the peint of making com-
mercial connexions here for enabling him to support that
family, who only could be settled in life by his exertions
in pursuing that honest industry which he proposed to him-
sclf, and which is now Dblasted by this unfortunate busi-
ness. I now beseech your Lordship to take the matter into
serious consideration, in hopes your farther interference
may bring it to a happy issue.  Dr. M‘Loughlin may now
call to his feelings the'situgtion of this man end large fami-
ly, as well as recolléct the late case of a parishioner against
the Rev. Wm. O’Brien, I think, of the County of Lime-
rick; which, if that mode be resorted to, in preference to a
regular appeal to the Church after the usual way, as others
advise, there is not a doubt on the minds of thé best in~
formed among the clergy and laity here who have heard the
ease, but the Doctor will have reason to regret. Before I
eonclude; I must beg your Lordship will pardon me for
thus obtruding on your time, and requesting an answer a8
goon as possible, that being the only circunistance at pres
gent, 1erhic:h detains Mrs. Boyle from her disconsolate fa-
plly in Dublin, where she has been at a heavy expensg
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since the begimning of last month, on that business. Flat-
tering myself soon with your Lord-hip’s reply,

I remain my Lord,
With every sentiment of respect,
Your Lordship’s
Obedient and humble Servant,
¥ ¥ K K R % B

Dublin, Octaber 18, 1808.

Right Rev. Dr. Richard Q’Reilly,
Roman Catholic Primate of all
- Ireland.

I D £ T L TR 2 B 1 . R

To the above address the Primate returned no ans-
wer, though I waited for four months longer, indulging
the fond hope, that the Bishop would absolve me from
the censure of excommunication. You see, my Lords, by
the measures I pursyed in making the submission agreed
upon between the Bishop and Mr. Fawcett ; by my imme-
diate address to Dr. O’Rielly; by my-own letter and the
various applications of respectable Clergymen to the
Bishop himself; as also by Mr. ****** personal inter-
view and correspondence with both Primates in my fa-
vour, that, so far from being contumacious, I availed my-
self of every mode, I could devise, for bringing about a
reconciliation,  Finding all my exertions ineffectual, I
determined, as my ultimate resource, to appeal to the laws
of my country; not with a view of obtaining pecuniary
damages, but relief from the sentence of excommunication
pronounced against me twelve months before. '

Suci my Lords was my reluctance, still, to bring

. this, business into a court of law, that Mr,, **E8E%
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who was supcenéd though not called 6n-as a Withess on
my behalf at Lifford Assizes, and my law agent with
Iy approbation, repeatedly proposed an accommodation
during the two successive days, we were detained there
before the trial came on; to which proposal the Bi-
shop’s final answer was, ¢ that he would listen to no

- compromise or terms, except I paid, together with my

own, every expense incurred onthat business by him,
and moreover submit to his mercy for ahy other pu-
nishment, he may think proper to inflict,”

Tue trial commenced and was determined by the
decision of a most respectable and intelligent Special
Jury of the County Donegal, on the2l, of March, 1809.
From the Judge’s suﬁlmar)f of the evidence and obscr-
vations on charging the jury, I beg to submit the following
cxtracts to the particular consideration of yeur Lord-
ships, as containing a most complete and satisfactory refuta-
tion of the transgressions and emormities with which the
parishioners” of Ballyshannon and 1 are charged in
Doctor M* Loughlin’s’ Circular Address to your Lord-
ships. -- ]
CGeENTLEMEN OF THE JURY,

¢ Siver T have had the honour of being appointed one
of his Majesty’s Judges, I have never, on any occasion,

»

felt more sincere reluctance - in discharging my duty
than on the presént trial. And I cannot avoid remark-
ing, that it was*highly impradent in such persons as
ate principally interested in this cause, to suffer such
an action"to have been brouglt before a Court of Jus-
tice.”

“ GeNTLEMLY, let me now call vour attention to the
ficts of this case. A Roman Catholic chapel appears to
hive been built by public subseription in the towm of
Ballvshangon ; the defendant is the Catholic Bishop deing

C
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duty there ; gallerics are built; partly by subscrip«
tion. The Bishop applied several times to the parish-
ioners for payment of the arrear, for which he had made
himself personally liable, and he isput off; from timeto
time, by the parishioners. '

s It was recommended by one of the parishioners, Dr.
Sheil, that certain pews should be sold, and it was
stated, that £150 would be raised by the “disposal of
those pews. The parishioners objected to this sale,—
and some of them emphatically said, that ‘“they would
sell the shirts off their backs, rather than indulge the
gentlemen of Ballyshanon.” You have been told, that
£180 had been actually collected from the parishio-
ners ; and, if the defendant was anxious that the arrear
should be paid in that way, he ought to have accepted
of that money. - But what does the defendant tell the
parishioners ? ¢ 1 am sorry that I granted you so much
time: I will now dispose of the pews.” Gentlemen
those galleries were built by public subscription.  Collec-
tors were appointed by the parish, and were in the very
act of doing their duty, when they were prevented by the
nterference of Dr. Sheil. Let me ask you, was it either
wise or prudent in this Bishop, to raise a tumult in the
Chapel, in opposition to the sense of the parishioners?
It appears to have been the work of Dr. Sheil, to have
excluded the people from those galleries.”

¢ Ix my mind, the moment the celebration of divine ser=
vice was over, the Bishop should have retired from the
Chapel, for the purpose of debating the subject, relative to
those pews. e should not have contaminated the House of
God, by exciting such 2 tumult. And on whose head are
all the ill effects arising from his own misconduct, to be
visited?  What “wis the beginning of  this riot ? The
Dishop ordered certain gentlemen to take possession of
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their seats. The plaintiff= speaks from' the  gallery, in
order to oppose this measure. Provoked by this opposi-

. tion, the Bishop lost his temper ; stamped upon the altar

and said, *¢ desist you set of combinators, or T.will

~ punish you with the weapqné_ of the Church.,” I confess,
- gentlemen, I (_:annol:-' see in what the guilt or immora-

lity of the plaintiff’s conduct consisted, or how he de-
meaned himself contrary to the laws of /the Church.
- How could the Bishop have been so far mistaken, as to
call the conduct of the plaintiff, upon this oceasion, an act
of combination, or conspiracy? From this autheritative
]a.ngu.: xe of the defendant, oné would imagine, we were
iving, in the dark times of bigotry. Gentlemen, I cannot
help saying, that I consider the conduct of the Bishop,
throughout the whole of this transaction; as being most
‘improper. First, he calls a‘meeting of the parishioners,
-who resolve, that the expence of ‘the galleries shall be
paid by subscription. Collectors arc accordingly appointed
to raise'theamount, and then, the Bighop says, the pews
-must be disposed of. Toithis the plaintiff replies, that they
_shonld not be sold.. Gcntle:nen, I am bound to tell yousr
“that the _p!a_mt_:ﬂ,lmd a right to say so. See howthe De-
'fendun.t_me_ets the objection. ¢ Desist, you set of
_combinato!{‘s,‘, or I will denounce you.” Then one of the
parishionersi calls out ¢ if you denounce him, you may
_denounce us all,” . From this it appears, that the Bishop
_was setting himself up against his whole flock.

It is said, that the people began to shout, and clap their
-hands, /making the house of God resemble: a' theatre,
. Gentlemen might not those shouts and acclamations have

_been a sort of tumultuous joy, arising from the Bishop’s
htwmfr been defeated.?

-

Captain Nash says, that a general ferment took place,

“ythe noisc of which he knew nothing on earth to compare
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to, but an Indian warwhoop: " Bat, gentlemen, the

plaintiif was not accountable for this shouting and tamult

of the purishioners, nor could the riot excited on that
otcasion be attributed to spite and malevolence in hinr.
Mr. Nash further says, that the plaintiff was g'tiﬁty of
disrespectful conduct.  'Was there any attempt to commit
violence? T cannot be persuaded, that a Catholie would
raise his hand against his Bishop, 'We all ‘know the feel
ings of that body of people, and happy it is for the country
that they paossess such reverence and regard for their
clergy. |

Gentlemen, I am bound to tell you, that T consider the
Bishop himself as the only person to blame for’ exciting
this tumult and disorder, of which you have heard so
much. What would you think of a Protestant Bishop who
weuid act thus ? In the Protestant Church a vestry woulkd
have been called, and the business disposed of withiout any
Coriusion. -

Genticmen, it is my duty to tell you, that this trans-
action was a temporal meeting for a temporal purpose;
what the Bishop has called a combinaticn, but what I
«call the contrary. See with what submission the plaintiT

afterwards humbled himself to the Bishop. He said,

““ If I have affended against the laws of God, and of the
*“ Church, I am sorry for it” One would think that
this submission was sufficient atonement. Is an innoeent
nan to make confession of his guilt? Is there any an-

tharity, in this country so strong asto do that which the .

laws of theland canmet compel ? Or are we to be told, that
3 Catholic. Bishop has a legal right to assume such autho-
rityy.and to take the decision of the criminal law into his
ownhands ? God forbid that such was the case.

I am sorry, geutlemen, to be obliged to go one step fur-
ther ; but I caunot omit mentioning a particular fact. &t

-
4
e

.
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appears that a meeting between the plaintiff and the de-
fendant, a Mr. Cassidy and a Mr. Fawcett took place.
At this meeting some warm discussion about these pews
-rose, when the Bishop so far forgot the dignity of his
Character, asto call the plaintiff' a ¢ rascal.” .

It appears, gentlemen, that the plaintiff was ready to
sybmit to every thing contained in the written apology,
cxeept to the accusation of -his having been a combinator.
- e was then told, by the defendant, thatif he refused to
do'so, thesentence of the Church should be pronounced
-against him.

I say, gentlemen, from that moment only, the tumult
Jhad its beginning, and from that moment, as I conceive,
did the Bishop’s conduct become illegal.

Gentlemen, under all the circumstances of the case, if

you shall be of opinion, that by the sentence of excommu-
aication the plaintiff was deprived of the benefit of society,
yon ought to find a verdict for him, and compensate him
in damages, notonly for theloss of business, but for the
trouble and anxiety of mind, which this poor man and Lis
family have, ever since the passing of the sentence of ex-
communication, suffered.”

By the above extracts from the Judge’s summary of the
evidence adduced to the Jury at L:ﬁmd an evidence
chiefly founded on the direct and cross-examination of the
Bishop’s own witnesses (whose depositions as is manifest
from the learned Judge’s charge appear to be but partially
given in the printed report of the trial.) Your Lordship
may see that neither the parishioners nor I deserve the
appellation of ¢ a set of combinators:” but that on the
contrary the  Bishop was setting himself up against his
Giock,” asthe Judge observes, aud that the opposition ot

2 .

eo o & o o L e e s L 2



24

‘the parishioners aros¢ from the unjust seizure of their
property, and its appropriation to a few of Dr. Shiel’s and
the Bishop’s favourites ; My Lords, that the tumult ex-
cited in the Chapel, at the time of ‘my being excommuni-
~ cated, arose from their astonishment, and that the whole
Was a TEMPORAL MEETING FOR A.TEMPORAL PURPOSE.
Soox after this trial Dr. M*‘Louahlm w:thdrew ‘the
censure of excommunication, which he permitted to hang
over me for more than twelve mdnths, whereupon 1 ad-
‘dressed a few lines to Mr. Cummins, who officiated in his
Lordship’s absence, to know whether one of the clergy-
‘men would, as usual, attend at my: iwuse. His reply was
that he could give no answer till the Bxshop’s arrival,
On the following . Christmas..] again  sent to the Bishop
himself; to know whether he would allow me to chuse a
father confessor, from a nelghbourmg par ish to’ which he
replied, ¢¢ that he had no obJectlon, and'on my sending
to lim for a certificate next duy, he said < that if ‘any of
‘his own Curates would'satisfy me, he should with pleasure
attend.” By this act of eondescension, I waited however,
as was usual with wus, till after the duty at the: ‘cauntry
stations being over as the clergymen would have more lei-
sure. Upon applying to Mr. Harrigin to know when it
might suit his convenience, agreeably to the Bishop’s pro-
mise, to- come to us; he expressed his regret that we ‘did
not immediately avail ourselves of the: Bishop’s .indulgence
‘¢ as he had since changed his mind,” and would not now
‘receive us except in the Chapel on the Monday or Tues-
day following, being the days particularly appeinted by
the Bishop in his clemency for receiving the great de-
hnquents and off-casts of his congregation,
Tuouven we foresaw, on announcing these days of grace
for transgressors, the preceding Sunday from the altar,
that we were to be the victims, as was afterwards realized;
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yet we submitted to the mandate as a further test of our
fortitude and trial of our devotion: we presented ourselves
for three several days at the altar: but would not be ad-

mitted to the sacraments, of which Mr. Harrigan in-

formed, us he hoped we might participate at the cnsuing
Easter !!! Thus was I dismissed though uniformly exact in

the conscientious discharge of my religious duties until this.

misunderstanding took place, for the truth of which I
appeal to the right reverend gentleman himself..

WE ‘again applied after Easter to the Bishop, then at
the sea side; he seist a gentleman before whom, when we
presented ourselves at the Chapel, he eandidly recom-
mended our deferring any further application of this na-
tare, until the determination of the law-suit, a period of
time which we cannot at present ascertain.

AFTER the legal investigation of my character and per-
secution, and the decision in my fayor at Lifford assizes,
I entertained the most sanguine hopes. that on perusing or
hearing a report of the pr oois, there adduced, of the reali-
ty of my grievances your Lordships, would for the honour
of our holy religion interfere and put a stop to the further
" prosecution of this business; in this I was disappointed.
He appealed to an h:,gher tribunal, and in hopes of ex-
hausting my pecunm‘; .resources  moved for an arrest of
judgment_ from. the former decision in my favor.  In the
mean time the Blshqp, for obtaining your Lordship’s ap-
proval of hls conduct against me, addressed a civcular
letter'to you’r Lordshlps, a copy of which I have hereto
subjoined, and-have the happiness to hope that every as-
sertion thepn against my fellow-parishioners and me will
appear to your Lordships at complete variance with the
testlmmx pf his oﬁ‘gﬂmeswa

g
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COPY OF THE CIRCULAR LETTER b7
Addressed by the Right Rev. DR. MLOUG LN
to the Roman Catholic Prelates of Ireland. .

— U A G

REVEREND AND Lorp,

YOU will have been informed, ere this, that an action at'
law was brought against me, and tried at the last Assizes
m the town of Lifford 5 that the ground of this action was
the injury said to have been sustained by Philip Boyle the:
plaintiff, in consequence of an excommunication I had pro-
nounced against him, and that the jury under the direc-
tion of the learned Judge, Baron M¢Cleland, who presided
at such trial, found a verdict for the plaintiff Boyle and da-
mages, which though inconsiderable as the sum itsclf is; yet
compared with my means, and with the condition and
sphere in life of my dntagonist, were truly important, espe-
cially when coupled with the hint or admonition of the
learned Judge himself, which, in my mind, and in the minds
of all those with whom T have since conversed, amounted '
to an authoritative declaration, that the damages awarded -
were merely in eompehsation of the social comforts the
plaintiffhad been already deprived of, in consequence of an
usurped power of excommunication, and that I might be
thenceforth answerable for any damages which the then
there plaintiff should cxpetience in future, in consequence
of that single act of mine 3 but most of all when con-
sidercd along with the dictum of the same learned Judge,
““ that let the misconduct of the Plaintiff have been what
it might, the remedy was to be sought for in the laws of
the land, but that no misconduct could justify the act of
power wherewith I was charged through its consequence.
I'was led at once by the direction of my legal friend, and

o



also by my over-wish to ascertain “the rule of existing law
upon a case without a precedent, and yet of most alarming
and most eomprehensive purpert: 1 have journeyed to the
capital for the purpose of attending an argument:to be
made in arrest of julgment, and fearing lest the same
misstatement of facts, which, as I find, has been impressed
u‘l::n many individual Catholics of this city, might have
also reached you and prepessessed your judgment against
me, as against a person Intemperate, oppressive, or cri-
minally prodigal of ecclesiastical power, I have employcd
this interval of time allowed me, in representing faithfully
to you, my brother and Lord, the truth of the easc as it
stands between me and the late one of my flock, who
with success bas hitherto called down the secular arin

inst the judgment of a Christian Church, to which
he still professes to adhere for_his hgpes of salvation:
notwithstanding that he has opposed; denied, and per-
secuted that Church by insuborﬁnution, contumacy and
impious acts and menaces against one of its authors who
was also his proper Bishop and Priest. My object in
sending to you Reverend and to the Arch-
bishops and Bishops of the (R. Cath. and Apostolical
Church of Ireland, this statemieni s, that you may judge,
uot between me and the laws of temporal power, to which
even when aggrieved for comscience-sake we are hound,
by our gospel to submit, as"to the ordinance of God,
but © between my actions “es here narrated, and the
rules, discipline, ‘canons of the Catholic Christian
Church' for which a Bishop of his calling is ordained
to combat, in all lumility and patience, through suffer-
ings and through death as well as through honour and ap-
plause. Herein is the patience of the saints *¢ who guard
the commandments of God and the faith of Jesus."—
Apoc. XIL 1%

Ly the yearu808, which was the year following after m{
ordination fo sthe Roman Catholic Church of Raphoe,
fixed my residence at Ballyshannon, and became also the
immediate Catholic Pastor of that town, I found that a
Cha l%een recently built there under the direction
of the former Parish-Priest and a committee, with the
ibutions of the fiithful; but although spacious it

mit beyond three-fourths of the congregation:
‘galleries had becx]lj fitted up with pews at a total
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It was therefore resolved to construct three galleries. Whex
one had been finished at the expence of £100, I’ became
jointly pledged with the 'memg'ers of the committee, for
the payment of the estithaté on the new undertaking. The
gallerits were compleated, and the residie of arrears came
up to £270' the architect wanted his money, and threaten-
ed rie with' procéedings at law.” 1 therefore proposed to
the parishioners in'the publie congregation, as I had com-
nitied myself from an entire confidence instheir zeal and
veliziou, that such a nuinber of front-pews should "be
al.otté! for the pubehase of individuals; as might clear off
the ( ot incurred, and that the remaining “seats might
w.tiout further contributions be assigned-or left to the
parish atlarge. “Lhis idea was disapproved of by Boyle,
... puasnti ' in this late action, and by his party. Fhe
pluntif had, during a period of fifteen years, contributed
. i ercetion, ' which the cost is mear £2000, and that
o d by iustallmcois, bui the sum total of one guinea: and

o seat n . fourth row had been assigned him without
any :ow demand -or condition ; he wished to %ossess a
froritut, and bis pasty, by which term 1 wish clearly

understood as meaning those, who by public and systema-
tic concurrence with his views manifested him for their
leadcr, this party remonstrated against the plan I had
thrown out, and undertook to collect the arrear- with a
‘condition that-the galleries should be left open, and that
thet should be allowed time for gathering in the sum due.
1 ai‘quie.-".ced in this. plan and (iisposed- the builder to
grant twelve instead of nine weeks respite: at the end of
which period I was still called upon by them for a further
time, which it was not in'my power to grant:not to mention
that it was fally kacwn to e that no more than £30 had
been collected during all this time, and, that as a last re~
source,; thase indiviauals had resolved among themselves to
beset the Chapel with a dozen of their most determined
partiza‘ﬂs," and to suffer none to enter unless upon payment .
of an assessment privately agreed, or to bea reed upon.
" This latter project, openly and in the hearing o " the party,
1 reprobated as unfair, irrcligious and ille-gsﬂ, and anxious
to prevent a project so full of mischief, 1 proposed as a
" peace, that the two side-gaileries should be thrown open to
the whole of the parish, and that the arrears should be le-
wiod on the entire of that gallery which faced the altar



expence of £314. The offer was approved of by the silence
dF the whole party, to whom s¢ great a conéession was like
an unexpected gift, and Boyle himself was struck dumb.—
On the morhing, however, of the following Sunday, I re-
ceived a message from the said Boyle through one of .m
curates, which it is of importance to state, as it revealed the
unequivocal spirit whieh moved and actuated Boyle in all
the opposition lie gave me. ¥ had a communication from
him, that he would acquiesce to what I proposed, provided
hie was allowed to purchase a front pew for two guincas. 1
confess that this selfishness of a plausible ringleader excited
in me a strong feeling of disgust, and when Tmentioned in
course to the people the proposals thus made, as I had been
Ereviously offered the sum of £20 for the very pew which
e then wished to occupy, ldirected their attention to the
selfishness of these proposals. Boyle started up with consi-
derable warmth and denied the fact: The clergyman whom
he had made his messenger, stood at the time before the
altar preparing to celebrate mass; and turning round con-
firmed what 1 said. The man repeated his denial, and in a
few seconds after he allowed the message to have been given;
but with a proviso that the parishioners were satisfied.
Ox the Sunday following, I mentioned the several pro-
osals which had been sent in tome, and stated the urgen-
cy of the demand on the parish: that unless some better
plan was ready to be offered; we should dispose of the pevs
to the several persons who had offered. Boyle rose up and
said ¢ 1 will not let“you dispose of a pew in the Chapel,”
1 then reminded him that for 9 months he had been in the
habit of disturbing a religious meeting, and that unless he
desisted, I should in duty denouncegﬁim Boyle. e im-
mediately started and told me that ‘¢ while he had a button
on his coat he would support the parish against me,” and as
he advanced to the front of the gallery, he called out to the
ople assembled and said nearly in these words: *¢ Parish
of Kilbarron, I have supported you long enough, now is
your time, speak for yourselves.” Upon which; as a precon-
certed signal, such an uproar and tumult ensued, some en-
deavouring to escape, and the crowd advancing towards the
altar, that some of the Limerick-Militia jumped from the
aalleries, and placed themeclves with drawn bayonets be-
tween the multitude and the altar, at which [ and my

clergy remained rather stunned with the unexpected hor-

b
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JPtales ]
ror of the event, than able to think or provide against the:
smminent danger. I besought the military to allow my voice
to be herwd and declared that I was willing to risque my
safety amongst the congregation; but they persisted rernaig-
ing about me, until the Chapel was- necarly cleared of the
sioters.  Boyle the plaintiff, as soon as he had -given the.
sgital, began to retive from the scene he hadi coneerted §
imt*a short pause having occurred, I formally.denounced
him:: When he had gone out at a distance from the Cha-
pel, meeting, as he imagined, one of his partizans, and tak-
ing him by the houd he pointed to it, saying ] have left
a kot house there.” The crowd of riotous persons continued.
without auntil the military should retire, and would yield:
to no expostulations of Captain Nash'who was present,
and afterwards was under the necessitysof drawing his own
sword to protect the House of God, and to preventmyself
and nry clergy from being maltreated, which, as a witness.
on the trial at his examination, he belicved, was the inten-
tion of the infuriated populace. Peace, however, was re-
stored, and bloodshed happilyprevented by his excrtions.
In order to deprive me of ‘the/protection of the military,,

- Boyle the pleintiff, applied. cirenitously to: Captain Nash,.

and represented to himy, that unless the militia was keptr
away from the Chapel,ithewpeople would not resort to Di~
vine Service: his meaningand view when he made this ap-
plication may be well m

the trial by one whethen belonged to his partyyta whome
he thus addresscd himself on the following  Sunday, T
m 50 full of spite .and malice whien I go into:the: Chapel,. _
that I cannot utter asentence ;7—do/you oppose the Bishep-
when he will speak of the "arrangement of the Pews, you
will there find a'party prepared to sapport you, we will by

‘that means. mt'-,_down the system of Pews, and the défeat

will be eqaal to the overthrow of the Freach constitution.
"« Fapplieditoshim privately and publickly to apolegize for

the sean@alhe had given; To ny private application, hean-
swered' that' he could not make a submission without the-
guilt of.perjury.  To my public calls he answered that he
would make no apology, and when the last-day came, and:
Fdor the last time heartily conjured him to atone for the:
¢vil which he had done, he replied, that if he had offended
{Yod-or the Church he was sorry forit, but that he-would:

make no farther apology.

-

erstood. from what wasproved at -
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Beine thus reduced,without any wish on mypart, eithep”
to use the authority which was given to the church by its
author and law-giver, or to submit the Gospel to be
trampled upon by open and impious yiolence, I pronounced
against the said Philip Boyle the sentence which his con-"
tumacy had provoked: and for this cause I have been ac-
cused before the temporal law and found guilty of trespass.

Ir in this case you judge me to have exceeded the limits
of jurisdiction, or the limits of charity, it will be expe-
dient to surrender me, as one who endangers the: safety of
the Catholic Church : but if I demeaned myself, justly I
beg that you will signify your approbation under your:
hand, and thus commending me to your remembrance,

I wish you long to prosper, &e.
And Brother i}g Christ, &ec.
(Signed)

Your - Lordships .Ferus_cbl of “the forgoing  correspons-,
dence, and of the charge upon which a Jury founded,
their verdict renders it altogether unnecessary for me to,
trespass on your Lordship’s time in. refating the catalogue
of enormous crimes«imputed to my fellow-parishioners.
and me-in this circulan address: I shall thereiote confine
myself to a few further observations. . i « o

Amoxe other misstatements, my Lords, he says that
through one of his curates -he had a communigation from
me of my acquiescence in his proposal, prowided I ywas
allowed to purchase a pew for two guineas. odhis charge,
he also made jagainst me at the allar, where I answered,
him by saying, sin. presence of Mr. Harrigan, the Curate,
alluded uﬁléf that it was a mistake as 1 mever. said any.
such thing,” ‘upon which the Curate only said, * :gﬁ
then» your wife did.” - Notwithstanding this refutation it
was on that day that I was denounced, at which the flock
wgr&-hr:g:jly exasperated and loud{%' exclaimed, ¢“weare all
denounded,” whereupon Capt. Nash, rushing from Dr.

Shiel’s pew, drew his sword, and therewith struck a man

who would have prosecuted him had he not discovered
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that Capt. Nash acted under a misapprehension of the
business. A

To anofher of the misrepresentations in this circillaf
address, namely, that 1 never paid more than one guinea
subscription towards the Chapel, I answer that for more
than ten years previously to the Bishoﬁ’s becoming Parish-
Priest my fellow patishioners and I have been assessing
ourselves for that favorite object, as thé Doctor knows
from his predecessor’s returns, and as is also proved by
the Doctor himself, who when Mrs. Boyle sent him her
aid towards a contribution, at that time raised among the
ladies, returned the money to her son, the bearer, with
his love, adding that he was informed by the late Fa-
ther Kelly that ¢¢ her husband had always been one of his
best benefactors.” At

In Dallyshannon the Parish-Priest  is pdid by two
annual collections; by funeral-offerings at the grave; by
hanks of yarn from female house-keepers, and bags of
oats from the farmers, whose backwardness in contributing
after the pew-business he calls “ a combination against
his oats.” For defraying the expenses incurred in build-
ing the Chapel a Sunday-collection was usually made at
the Chapel-gate. The farmers, to whom a great part of
the parish debt was due, offered to @iccept ot tliis colléét-
tion in rotation, till the whole was discharged. = This,
my Lords he prevented, and from the altar said to
the collectors *“¢ desist you set of combinators,” adding
that *¢ at his country-stations his conscience was affecteg
on finding se many poor creatures lose mass for want of
a halfpenny.” This collection in his circular address he
informs your Lordships ¢ he then reprobated as unfair,
irreligious @nd illegal”, yet, my Lords, after all this the
Biship himsélf in complete contradiction to his declara-
tion and sédtiments has adopted this measure and con-
tinues every Siinday since to collect at the gate, where him
self or one of his clergymen duly stands, assisted by two
parishioners and asturdy foolish fellow, who with a large
elub guvards the passage and prevents any from entering
without payment. Many a poor man has been driven away
from the Chapel-gate, even by the Bishop himself who
eharitably desires such as have not an halfpenny to go
and borrow it. ;

To the parishioners who all know that the money thus
obtained, together with a forced contribution from the re-
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luctant clergy of his diocese, is for supporting the law-suit
inst me. Nothing can be more grievous than this col-
lection, riglid] exacted since 1808 and never accounted
. for or appli towards finishing the Chapel, the inside
walls of which have not been hitherto. plaistered. -

To ruin my family and myself, no means were left un-
tried, which art could invent or malice devise. Dr. Shiel, &
gentleman of the medical })rofesision, whose interference
in this business, is pointedly mentioned in the precedin
charge to the Jury, and who has become the Bishop’s ge-
curity in appealing to the Court of Error, then beld a dis- |
tinguished rank In this part of the country. On being
asked by a friend of mine what would be the consequence
of speaking tome, he replied by saying ‘“would you speak
to the Deyil.” Need I add that my near rclations, who
were his tenants, dare not cnter my house during my inter-
dict: and that a respectable shop-keeper refused bearing a
letter to me from a friend of mine in }i)ublin, lest the Bi-
shop or he should hear of it.. Dr. Shiel being asked
on the trial did he know me, replied, ¢ he did, and that
I was a shoe-maker.” On this circumstance the Bishop’s
counsel also dwelt : but, my Lords, they would have been
more correct had they stated, that I employed a great
number of that trade in manufacturing part of the leather
prepared and dressed in my own tanyard, circumstances
these which no person better knew than Dr. Shiel, who

_ Jodged and boarded at my house for more than two years.

Durine his residence in my house, Dr. Shiel, though
originally brought up with the rest of his family in the
Catholic” religion was a Protestant: and on finding it
expedient to remove from a competition with another of
the profession in Ballyshannon to Enniskillen, he there
also accommodated himself to the established church. In
that town however he remained but for about a year, when
he yeturncd to Ballyshannon, where, as he did not suc-
ceed to his wishes with his new creed, he again resumed
that of his parents and became a Roman Catholic; which
religion, unfortunately for me, he still continues to pro-
fess.

Maxy circumstances contributed to his rising in pub-
lic estimation after this. To the practice of his profession
‘he ‘added many other avocations, among which was that
#f his becoming agent tothe Packenham-estate. What his
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‘humanity.was, in conducting this agency, is fully recorded
_ in the harrassed hearts of the tenantry, whose repeated
. complaints at length so excited the sensibility of their
. ‘benevolent Landlord, as to institute an " enqyiry into their
- accumulafed grievances, which ended in the Doctor’s re-
__Jooval. g P |
My engaging to pay the parish-debt within"a month’s
time, according to an agrecment drawn up by Mri Faw-

« cett, renders it unnecessary for me to trespass on your

Lordships’ time in answering the charges of difficu’ty in

__its collection, &c. I most solemnly declare'to your Lord-

ships, in the presence of'the Almighty, it was my firm
belief on the Sunday previously to' my ex¢ommunication,
that Dr. M‘Loughlin’s reason for declining 'to sign the

. article alluded to in my letter, was in order to have the

pleasure of shewing the flock that'his word on that or an

other occasion was equal to his signature. = And I felt
sincerely happy in thinking that he would thus re-establish
himself again in the good opinion and affections of the

. -congregation.

Ox the verity and merits of our respective statements,

your Lordships and the public at large, have it now in
your power to decide. It is yours exclusively to judge

whether the Dr. ® be & person intemperate or criminally

~_prodigal of ecclesiastical power,” and also whether my

conduct in these proceedings has been marked by arro-
._gance °‘ contumacy or disobedience.” To-your Lord-
ship’s decisions I shall ever bow with deference and re-
spect, who am, ;

. . Venerated Lords,
%) ~ Your Lordships :
_ "7 Exer obedient
) | Ball‘yskam:wﬁ, w . .- And humble Servant, 3
¥ April 28th, 1812, W 5¢ PHILIP BOYLE, -«
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