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A N

A D D R E S S ,  & c.
%

Neither as being Lords over G O D ’s Heritage, l u t
E n famples to the Flock. For ye re?nember Bre- , pet. v.% 
ibren> our Labour and T ravel : For labouring i Their/ 
N ight and D ay , becaufe we would not be ii. 9>i»« 
chargeable unto any of you, we preached unto 
you the Gofpel o f  G O D  ; Y e  are witnejfes, and 
G O D  alfo, how ho lily and ju ftly , and unblame- 
ably, we behaved ourjelves among you, commend
ing ourfelves to every M a n s  Confcience in the * ^ •
Sight o f GOD. 2

W H E N  I confider the L ives  o f  
the Apoftles and Minifters o f  the 
Gofpel, in the Beginning o f  that Dif- 

penfation, and compare therewith thofe o f  the 
C le rg y  o f  the prefent Ch urch  o f  Ireland-, who 
fay they are Servants o f  the fame Lord,  and M i-
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nifters o f  the fame Gofpel ♦, there feems to me' 
a very  confiderable Difference between them. 
W h e n  I read o f  the Travels  and Labours o f  the 
firit  Minifters o f  the Gofpel, I am filled with 
Admiration at the holy Z eal  with which they 
were animated to do their M ailer ’s W i l l  : W h á t  
fervent Defire to promote Righteoufnefs and 
T r u t h  in the Earth ! W h a t  Contempt o f  flefhly 
Eafe, and worldly Grandeur ! W h a t  H um ility  
and Self-denial! W h a t  Virtue and T r u th ,  (hone 
through the W h o le  o f  their L iv e s !  H o w  they 

? Their l o u r e d  with their Hands N ig h t  and D a y ,  that 
ii. 9, they might not make the Gofpel chargeable to any y 
Matt. x.8. bearing in M ind their M a flers Command. Freely 
^ att* v‘ ye have received, freely g iv e . L et your L ight fo  

■fhine before M en , that they may fee  your good IVorks 
and glorify your Father who is m Heaven.

Toh.xviii. M y Kingdom is not of thisJVorldy faid our Lord 
36. and Saviour Jefus Chrift,  and his L ife  corres

ponded with his Dodtrine: T h i s  Doólrine he 
taught his Followers, in order that they m ight 
understand the End o f  his coming into this 
W o r ld ,  which was, as he declared, to feek  and 

M att xviii to fa v e  that 'which was h jl  to feek after poor 
i-i. M a n ,  to bring him back from under the 

Dominion o f  the Prince o f  this W o r ld ,  and 
reilore him to the Image o f  God, and the 
K ingdom  o f  Heaven, which he had loti ; T o  
call him from a Purfuit after the uncertain 
Riches, vain Honours, and deceitful Pleaturesof 
this W orld,  to feek f o r  Reconciliation with God, 
and Reiteration to that State o f  Purity and In
nocence in which he was created. For this Pur- 
pofe our Lord jefns Chrift came into the W o rld :  
A n d  this was the Commandment which he gave  
to his Difciplcs, whom he lent forth to preach 

M att, x. the Gofpel in his Name. As ye go preach, faying? 
7» 9 ' The Kingdom o f Heaven is at Hand. Freely ye have

' ' received, freely give. Provide neither Gold nor
Silver,



Silver, nàr Brafs in your Pur/es ; nor Scrip fo r
your Journey, neither two Coats, (for the Í V ork-
man is worthy o f  his M ea t.) The D ifciple is not Matt. x.
above his M after, nor the Servant above his L o r d  ; 24 > 25*
it  is enough fo r  the Difciple that be be as his M a f-
ter, and the Servant as his L o rd . A nd when you Markxiii.
are brought before Kings and Rulers to bear le/li-  9 - u *
tnony againfi them, take no Thought what ye fb a ll

fa y , neither do ye premeditate ; /i?r it p a l l  be given
you in that Hour what ye fb a ll Jpeak \ fo r  it is not
ye that Jpeak , but the Holy Ghojl which fpeaketh in
you. A n d  when he was about to a ice no to the
Father, he comforts his faithful Followers with
the Promife o f  the Ho!y G  ho ft, which they were
com m anded to wait for. T e  jh a ll  receive Power Ails 1. s,
after that the Holy Ghcjl is come upon you, and ye

fb a ll be IVitneffes unto me, both in jerujdiem  and
in a ll Judea, and in Samaria, and in the uttermoft
P arts of the Earth.

A n d  having themfelves witneffed the power
ful Operation and Efficacy o f  the Spirit o f  T r u t h ,  
to cleanle their Hearts from dead W o r k s  to 
ferve the living G o d ,  they could declare, th a tz J CU li 
they had not follow ed cunningly devifed Fables, but i j o^  j 
what they had feen, fe lt ,  and tafied of the good lm 
W ord  o f  L ife . T h u s  faith one o f  them ; this is i Joh. v. 
the Record that God hath given to us eternal L i f e > 11 > I2* 
and this L ife  is in his Son. He who hath the Son, j0}îâ \ Q 
hath L ife , and he who hath not the Son, hath not 
Life. He is the trueLigbt, which enlighteneth every 
Alan who corneth into the W orld. This is the L ig ht  Aftsxxvi. 
which the Apoftle Paul was fen t to turn Men to. l "'
The M/ ord which Mofes told the Children of Jfrael, Deut.xxx. 

was very nigh thmu in their Heart, ard  in their »4 - 
M outh , thai they might hear and obey it. And this, 
laiih the fame Apoftle,  is the W ord  o f Faith which Rom. x,S. 
we preach T h is  was the W o r d  unto which the 
People were directed to take heed, as unto a J^ight2 *et- >• 
that Jhone in a dark Place, until the Day Jbould 1LJ'

daw n,
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[  6 1
i Joh. ii. dawn, and the Day-ftar arife in their Hearts. And  
27 ‘ then they would not require the teachings o f  M en, 

but the fam e Anointing or L ig h t would teach them 
all Things.

Being thus qualified and fent forth into the 
W o r ld ,  their Speech and their Preaching was not 

i Cor. ii. w jtfj €nticing W ords o f  M a n s W ifdom  ; but in 
the Demonftration o f  the Spirit and o f  Power ; 
which was clearly manifefted by the Converfion 
o f  many from the Pow er o f  Srn and Satan unto 
God. A n d  thefe were the Seals o f  their M ini-  
ftry and Apoiile ih ip ,  in whole Hearts the Lord 
Jefus Chriic was raifed, as from the Dead, and 
they lived together in the Communion o f  Saints, 

A S s  iv. and the Number o f  them that believed, were of one
32, Heart and o f one Soul.
1 Pet-, ii. r h e i e  wrerc the living Stones, which were built 
5* UP a Spiritual Houfe, an holy Priefibood> that offer-

ed up fp ir itu a l Sacrifices, holy and acceptable unto 
G od: I  hefe knew that G od was not pleafed with
the Service o f  the Lip,  nor worfhipped with In
struments o f  M u fick  ; which W orfh ip ,  though 
it m ay  be pleafing to the fteihly Ear o f  the M an 
° f  this W o rld ,  yet, can adminifter no C om fort  
nor loi id Satisfaction to Souls, who feek after 
God, who is the L ig h t  o f  their Life,  and the Joy 

Pfal.xxiii. of their Hearts, who m aketh them to lie dovjn in 
2. green Pajlures, and leads them be fide the ft i l l  W a

ters.
And the Lives o f  the holy Apoilles and primi

tive Teachers^ plainly evinced, that they did 
not make a Trade o f  theGofpel,  nor embrace it 
for any lucrative Purpofes. For thus it is written, 

ï Cor. xi. Brethren, be ye Followers o f  me, even as 1  alfo am 
**TheíT Chrift. Neither did we eat any M an s Bread 
i\i 8, 9. nou£ht, but wrought with Labour and Travel 

Night and Day\ that we might not be chargeable to 
any of you : N ot becaufe we have not Power? but



to make ourfelves an Exam ple unto you, to follow  
I  have coveted no M a n s  Silver, or Gold, or 

A pparel T ea , you your/elves know that thefe 
Hands have minijtred to my NeceJ/ities, and to thefe 
that were with me. I  have fuewedyou all Things, 
how that fo  labouring, you ought to Support the 
w eak, and to remember the IVords o f  the L sr d  
Jefus, how be fa id , It is more bleffed to g iv e , than 
receive.

T h i s  was the Concern and Engagem ent o f  
the Apoftles  and Miniiters o f  C h rif t ,  in the firft  
breaking forth o f  the glorious Gofpel-day. T h e y  
were not folicitous’ to accumulate  abundance o f  
W e a lth  ; they were not engaged in the Purfu it  
o f  the vain H onours and deceitful Pleafures o f  
this tranfitory W o r ld ,  neither fought they any 
R ew ard  from M en,  as faid the fame A p oft le ,  
when taking his L ea v e  o f  the C h u rch  o f  Ephe- 
l us • T e  know from  the fir fl Day that I  came s xx.
A fia , after w hat manner 1  have been w ith you, at\$, &c. 
a ll Seafons, ferv in g  the L o rd  w ith all Humility o f  
M in d , and w ith many Tears and Temptations, 
which befel me, by the lying in w ait o f  the Jew s .
A nd how I  kept back nothing that was profitable 
unto you, but have Jhewed you, and have taught 
you publickly, and from  Houfe to Houfe, tejlifying 
both to the Jew s, and alfo to the Greeks, Repen
tance towards God, and Faith towards our L ord  
Jefus Chrifl. A n d  now behold, I  go bound in the 
Spirit, unto Jerufalem, not knowing the Things that 
fh a ll befall me there ; fa v e  that the Holy Ghoft w it- 
neffeth in every City, faying, that Bonds and Afflic
tions abide me. B u t none o f  thefe Things wove me, 
neither count I  my L ife  dear unto tnyfelf, fo that I  
might finiflj my Courfe with Joy, and the M iniflry  
which I  have received o f  the L ord  Je fits, to teflifie 
the G  o f p el o f  the Grace of God.

T h e f e  faithful Followers o f  the bleiTed Jefus, 
were not o f  this W o r ld ,  even as their great M a t 

ter
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ter was not o f  this W o rld  ; but they were of

Rev. xiv. the Number o f  them who were redeemed from  the 
R ev vii Earth \ who had wajhed their Robes and made 

-  vn‘ them white in the Blood o f the Lam b , being cru- 
Gal. vi. cified to the JVorld> and not conformed theretoy 
H* .. hut transformed by the rénewing o f  their M inds ; 
i Pet. a. not jnj a !ging themfelves in tenfual Gratifica-

Rom.xii. tions> but making W a r  in Righteoufnefs, againft 
2. the W orld ,theFlefh ,and the Devil. T h u s  faith the 
i Pet, ii. Apoftles,  Dearly beloved, I  befeech you as Stran- 
II# gers and Pilgrims, abjlainfrom  flejbly L ufls which 
z Cor v. war ag a n̂f t  the Soul I f  any M an be in Chrijl, he 
i y. is a new Creature. P a t off concerning the former 
£ph. iv. Converfation, the old M an which is corrupt, accord- 
22‘ 24* ing to the deceitful Lujts , and put ye on the new 

M a n , which after God is created in Righteoufnefs 
and true Holinefs.

A n d  now, m y Friends, perm it me to 
Q u e ry ,  are you as felicitous for the Pro
motion o f  the bleiTed T r u t h ,  and the A d 
vancem ent o f  the Chriftian Religion, and as 
anxiouily concerned to adorn the Doctrine  of 
Chrift,  by a circumfpedt W a lk in g  before your 
F lock ,  as careful to wait in abfolute Refignation 
to the divine W i l l ,  and in an hum ble D épen 
dance upon H im , who alone can enable you for 
every good W o r d  and W o r k ,  as were the firit 
Minifters o f  the Gofpel ? A re  you preferring Je- 

Pfal. rufalem s IVelfare before your chief eft Joy, and
cxxxvii.6. concerned to w alk  as becomes the Miniiters of 

hum ble Jefus ?
Confider, I befeech you, whether you are cal

led and qualified by Jefus Chrift, to preach his 
Heb. xiii. Gofpel • fo r  he is the fameyefterday, to-day,  and 

fe r  ever, and has promifed his Life  g iv ing  Pre
fence to his Minifters to the End o f  the World. 

Matt. L o y 1 am w ith you alway, even unto the E n d  of 
xxviii.20. the W orld. I f  you do not witnefs this gracious 

Promife to be fulfilled in you, notwithftanding



you m a y  be learned in the Letter  o f  the. 
Scriptures, and wife in this W o r l d ’s W if-  
dom, you cannot be his M inifters  ; for no MrtKiCor.xii. 
can fay  that Jefus is the L ord , but by the Holy 3- 
Gbojl. T h is  is what m uft m ak e  you Minifters 
o f  the Spirit;  otherwife you are but M m iilers  
o f  the Letter,  which is a Miniftration o f  Death, 

fo r  the L etter killetb- but the Spirit givetb L ife  : 2 Cor. iii. 
It was this Spirit, preaching through poor ilhte-6- 
rate F iihcrm en, that converted fo many Souls 
unto G od ,  fo r  they a ll f pake as the Spirit gave  A d s  ii. 4. 
them utttrance.

N o w ,  as you profefs to be Servants o f  the 
fame Lord, and M iniiters  o f  the fame Gofpel, 
which the H oly  Apoftles  witneffed to be the 
Pow er o f  God unto Salvation : C om pare  your- 
lelves, I entreat you, with the firft Publifhers o f  
the Goipel. A re  you fenfible (as they were) 
that you  feel the Prefence o f  the great M a i le r ,  
who always accompanies thofe w hom  he fends 
forth in the W o r k  o f  the M in iftry ,  ai,d is in 
them a W o r d  o f  Life,  from which they miniiter 
o f  the A b i l i ty  which they receive from Him.
T h e f e  are they who receive  not their Com m if-  
fxon from human A u th ority ,  who depend not 
upon human Know ledge  ; but, are will ing to 
becom e Fools fo r  Cbrijl's fa k e , on w hom  a N e - 1 Cor. iv. 
ceflity is laid to preach the Gofpel,  and wo unto -x 
them i f  they preach it not. A n d  they w h o  are )g r' 1 
fent o f  H im , feek not their own Glory, but 
H is  G lo ry  who fends them  T h e fe  only are 
the true M i n i i l e r s o f  Chrift ; w h o ,  when they 
aflemble with their Brethren to wait upon the 
L o rd ,  have no need o f  Prayer-Books, nor 
written Sermons ; but retire to the Spirit o f  G c d  
in their H eart ,  which teacheth them how to 
pray, and to preach : as faith the A p o í l le ,  We^-om .viii .  

know not what to pray fo r  as we ought, but as thea '̂
B  Spirit
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2 Pet. i. 
21.

Joh* iv* 
14. a 
Matt. xi. 
27.

I Cor. i. 
26, &e.

Spirit helpeth our Infirmities, w ith Groanings 
:which cannot be uttered.

W h a t  will it avail you to be  learned in the 
Letter o f  the Scriptures, or wife in the K n o w 
ledge o f  other M e n ’s Experience ? who fpake as 
they were moved by the Holy Ghojl • i f  you  feel 
not yourfelves actuated in the fame Manner, by 
the fame divine Principle ?

For furely the Know ledge o f  the Scriptures 
is not the Know ledge o f  the Spirit ; no more 
than the Knowledge o f  the Creation is the K n o w 
ledge o f  God. A nd here, I apprehend, m any 
learned M en  have been miftaken, who have 
thought they had fufficiently attained to the 
Knowledge o f  God, becaufe they could difcover, 
and fpeak learnedly o f  his Pow er,  W ifd o m , and 
Goodnefs, in his W o rk s  o f  Creation : But our 
L ord  Jefus Chrift hath told us, that God is a Spi
rit, and that he cannot be known, but by Revela
tion ; for, no M an knoweth the Father, fa v e  the 
Son, and he to whomfoever the Son w ill reveal 
him.

But human Accompliihments feem to be pre
ferred by you, to the revelation o f  the Spirit o f  
G o d ,  which can only qualify to preach the Gof
pel o f  Chrift ; nay, are rather deemed the ef- 
fential Qualifications o f  a Gofpel Minifter ; but, 
pleafe to confider what the Apoftle  Paul hath 
faid in relation hereto, T e  fee your calling, Bre
thren ; how, that not many vjife M en after the 
Flejb, not many mighty, not many noble are called ; 
but God hath chofen thefoolifh Things o f  this W o rld  
to confound the wife ; and God hath chofen the 
weak Things o f  th islV orld , to confound the Things 
which are mighty ; and bafe Things o f  this IVor id, 
and Things which are defpifed, hath God chofen -, 
yea, and Things which are not, to bring to nought 
Things that are 5 that no Flefh fhould glory in his 
Prefence,

If
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I f  you were m ore concerned to witnefs the 
Operation o f  the Spirit o f  T r u t h  in you r  Hearts, 
and the W o r k  o f  Regeneration. If  it were the 
principal Engagem ent and Concern o f  your 
M inds,  to put cff the old M an w ith his Deeds, Col. iii. 

and to put on the new M an, which after God is 9* 1°. 
created in Righteoufnefs and true Holinefs \ it would 
tend abundantly more to your own Peace and 
the Edification o f  the People.

H a v e  you, m y Friends, the M ark s  o f  the M in i- ’ 
fters o f  Chrift ? By their Fruits ye Jhall know 
them A r e  you as L ig h ts  in the W o r jd ,  as a 
City Jet upon an H ill, that others feeing your good Matt. r. 
W o rk s , may glorify your Father who is in Hea- l6-
ven. A r e  you  as otrai gers and lojourners on 
the Earth ? Are you labouring and travelling, to 
turn Men from Darknefs to L ig h t ,  and from the 
Power o f  Satan unto G o d  ? H ear the L an gu ag e  
o f  the Prophet, W o  unto them who are at Eafe in Am os vi. 

Zion , trujling in the M ountain o f  Samaria, who 
p u t fa r  away the ev il Dayy and caufe the Seat o f  
Violence to come near, who lie upon Beds o f  Ivory, 
andflretch themfelves upon their Couches, eating 
tbe Lambs out o f  the Flock, and the Calves out o f  
the Sta ll, who chant to the Sound o f  tbe V ia l, and 
invent to them]'elves mufical Inflruments like D a v id ; 
who drink W in e in Bow ls, and anoint themfelves 
w ith the chief Ointments \ but are not grieved fo r  
the Ajfliflion o f  Jofeph.

M y  H eart  is filled with Sorrow, when I re
flect on the ungodly L ives  and Converfations o f  
too many o f  the ProfeiTors o f  Chriftianity in this 
L a n d ,  and how little apparent Reformation is 
wrought amongft them, notwithftanding your 
learned Difcourfes on the important T r u th s  o f  
the Chriftian Religion. Precept without E x a m 
ple, will certainly have little Effedt. A n d ,  in
deed, the prefent State o f  ProfelTors in general,

B  2 loudly
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I Tim . vi. 
7. 8.

Ezek, v.
5, 6.

Joh. xv. 
20.

Joh. iv. 
6, 7.

[ 12  ]
loudly calls for Examples o f  Piety and Virtue, 
in their Leaders. But what fhall we fay, when 
we behold, even in thofe, the fame L o v e  o f  
the W orld ,  and infatiable Defire for the Riches, 
Honours andPleafures thereof, as in the reft o f  
M ankind.

Indeed, the Minifters of  the prefent A g e ,  (in 
too general a way) feem to differ widely in their 
Sentiments from the Apoftle Paul,  when he fays, 
W e  brought nothing into this W orld, and it is cer
tain we can carry nothing out. And having Food 
and Raiment, let us be therewith content.

Strange ! to behold Men clothed in foft R a i
ment, dwelling in magnificent Houfes, adorned 
with coftly and rich Furniture, defigned more 
for Ornament than U fe  ; riding in Chariots, and 
feeding on the richeft variety Nature can fur- 
nifh , and yet,  calling themfelves Minifters o f  
Chrift? is not the Language of  the Prophet ap
plicable to you in this D ay  : This is Jerufalem , I  
have f et her in the M idft o f  the Nations, and the 
Countries that are round about her, but Jhe has 
turned my Judgments into Wickednefs more than 
the Nations, and my Statutes more than the Coun
tries round about her.

It is written : The Servant is not greater than 
his Lord , nor he who is fen t greater than he who 

fe n t him . A n d  is it not faid o f  our Lord,  that 
he walked about from T o w n  to T o w n ,  and from 
Village to. Village, publifhing the glad T id in g s  
o f  the Gofpel o f  P eace;  and being wearied with  
his Journey, f a t  down by Jacob's Well^ and ajked 
a Woman fo r  a Draught o f W a ter?  H e  had 
Up Coach to ride in, nor fine Houfe to dwell in, 
as many o f  you have-, but, on the contrary, 
when applied to, to know his dwelling Place, 
made Anfwer, the Foxes have Holes, and the Birds 
o f  the Air have Nc/ls \ but the Son o f  Man hath

not



not where to lay his Head  A n d  yet,  you who 
call yourlelves hits Servants and M inillers  m ult 
have Coaches to ride in, for which you have 
no more Occafion than for Crutches when you 
have Health, and the right U fe  o f  your L im bs.

It is laid, IVhatfoever you do, do a ll to the Glory i Cor. x. 
o f  God. Can you lay it is your greateft  concern 3 1- 
to promote his Glory in wnatfoever you  do ?
W o u l d  it not b e  more for the Glory o f  G ud, 
and the H onour o f  the Chriltian Religion, i f  
you  would difpofe o f  your great Houfes, rich 
Furniture, unneceffary Plate, ufelefs Coaches, 
and fat Cattle,  and apply the M o n e y  to feed the 
hungry, and clothe the naked !

It would be more becom ing you r  Profefiion, 
to bring up your Children in H u m il ity ,  and the 
Fear o f  God, than to indulge them in Pride and 
V a n ity ,  and to in ftru A  them to live as P ilgrim s 
and Strangers in this W o r ld ,  than to excite D e -  
fires in them to feek after the Riches and Pi.’ a- 
fures thereof. M ofes chofe rather to fu ffer  Afflic- Heb. xi. 
lions in this W orld, than to enjoy the Pleafures o f 2*' 20 ’ 
Sin fo r  a Seafon, efteeming the reproach o f  Chrijl 
greater Riches than the Treafures o f  Egypt, for he 
had Refpedt unto the Recom penfe o f  R e w a rd .
A n d ,  I am perfuaded, you  would be o f  the fame 
M in d ,  i f  you were but obedient to the iame Spi
rit thar called M ofes from the G lory  o f  Pharaoh’s 
Court,  and the fading Pleafures o f  this Life.

The Priejls under the L a w  received hut the Tenth Numb. 

o f the Tithes, the hundredth Part of the annual r ! :u- z6> 
Produce o f the L a n d , the rejl was fo r  the Support c" 
o f the Tribe o f  L ev i, who had no Inheritance 
in the Land  ; and fo r  the W idow  and Father lefs, 
and Stranger, that there Jhould he no Beggar in 
Ifrael.

But have not you the T e n t h  o f  the yearly  
Produce o f  the Land for your Share, which you 
expend on yourfelves;  and the Fatherlefs and

W i d o w
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2 Cor. îiî

*3-
Heb. vii. 
1 2 .
Joh. iv. 
23.

W i d o w  have no Store-houfe to repair to for R e 
lief  in their Diftrefs ; but are, many o f  them, re
duced to the Necefluy either o f  begging or 
f l a r i n g .  Y o u  ought therefore, at leait,  co re
trench your delicate and expenfive Manner o f  
living, that they may thereby participate with 
you,  as they did under the L a w  o f  Mo;es, which 
required T ith e s  to be paid to Priefts made after 
the L a w  o f  a carnal Commandment. T h is  
ihould be the Cafe, i f  this L a w  was not aboliih- 

. cd, nor Priefthood changed by the Coming and 
Suffering o f  our L ord  Jefus Chrift in the Flefh : 
But he hath removed the old carnal W orihip ,  
and inftituted a fpiritual W o rfh ip  in its itead, 
declaring the H our was come, when the true IVor-

fbippers fhould worfhip the Father in Spirit and in 
l ’ruth.

I know o f  nothing more likely to remove Su- 
perftition, Ignorance, E n v y ,  and Hatred, out o f  
the Hearts o f  the People ; nor any more effec
tual W a y  to promote Righteoufnefs and the L o v e  
o f  our Neighhour, (which is very much wanted at 
this Day,) than by the Teachers  of the People be
com ing living Exam ples o f  Virtue’ and Piety, 
and form ing their Lives  according to the primi
t ive  i  attern. Then 1 ithes and Church Livings 
would no longer be coveted, but given up, 
and the Gofpel once more freely preached, as it 
was in the Beginning ; then M e rc y  and Peace 
would embrace each other, and Righteoufnefs 
and T r u t h  once more vifit this Land. W e  ihould 
then have nothing to fear from the Church o f  
Rom e, or her Influence in this Nation •, nor 
any longer hear her Priefts and People mur
muring on account o f  their titular Bilhops, fSc. 
being deprived o f  their Revenues and Livings, 
and wiihing for the D ay  when they may be re- 
ftored ; for that Bone o f  Contention being re
m oved, and the People relieved from that op-

preflivc
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preffive Y o k e ,  would never defire to be again in 
B on d age;  bur jo in  H e a rt  and H an d in D efen ce  
o f  their Chriftian Liberty.

W h a t  can be a greater Stum bling-b lock,  than 
to fee M e n  who would be d e e m ’d M inifters  o f  
the Gofpel,  m ake  a T r a d e  thereof, in order to 
fupport them in idlenefs and Piide.

0  y e  Phyficians! how m any Thoufands do 
you get  e v e r y  Y e a r  from  the Nation ; and, 
w hom  have you healed ? Is not almoft every  
Kind o f  V ice  reigning in all R a n k s  and D egrees -, 
ihould y o u  not rather have been as Salt, to 
have preferved from this State of  Corruption. 
But, i f  the Salt hath loft its Savour,  what is it 
good for ?

W e r e  t h e L u f t  o f  the F le fh ,  the L u f t  o f  the 
E y e ,  and the Pride o f  L i fe  ever fo apparent in 
the L ives  o f  the ProfeiTors o f  Chriftianity than 
at this D a y ?  A n d  doth not their Stale and C o n 
dition cry  loudly againft the CareleiTnefs and U n -  
faithfulnefs o f  their Leaders  ; who, inftead o f  e x 
erting their Strength in the Caufe o f  V ir tu e ,  and 
fpending, and being ipent for the Gofpel ; are 
rather for filrhy L u c r e ’s lake, m ak in g  M e rc h a n 
dize o f  the People.

Has not fuch C o n d u it  been a M eans o f  en- 
creafing the Enemies o f  the Chriftian Religion, 
and cau fw g  the W a y  oi  T r u t h  to be evil ipoken 
o f?  A n d  how are they to be filenced ? H ear 
the Apoftle  Paul calling unto you, W a lk  as ye 
have us fo r  Examples. Be ye Followers o f  me, even 
as I  alfo am o f  Chrift.

1 am periuaded if  you would follow his A d 
vice,  it would tend more to convince them o f  its 
divine Authority ,  then all your W r i t in g  and 
Preaching in its Defence,  while you live in V io
lation and C o ntem p t o f  its Injunctions : For it
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Matt.xvi. is written, He who w ill be my Difciple, mujl take 
2+- ' up his Crofs daily, deny himfelf\ and fo llow  me.

W h a t  a Reformation m ight we not expeél 
if  the Teachers  o f  the People were as Lights  
in the W o r ld ,  going about doing good, living 
in Contempt o f  flefhîy Eafe, and worldly Gran
deur, and endeavouring to be found, walking in 

Luk. i. 6 . M  the Commandments o f  the Lord blamelefs ?
A n d  now, m y Friends, I conclude with re

com m ending you to the L ig h t  o f  Jefus Chriil  in 
Joh. i. 9 . y ° ur Hearts, it being the true L igh t ,  which en- 

lighteneth every M an who cometh into the W orld. 
A n d  as you attend thereto, it will give you a clear 
Sight,  and clothe you with a right Senfe o f  your 
States, and how it Hands between God and your 
Souls. It will g ive  you to fee whether you are 
Minifters o f  Chrift,  qualified and fent by H im  
to preach his Gofpel, which is the Power of  G od 
to the Salvation o f  the Soul ; or whether you are 
only Minifters of M en,  qualified and fent by 
them. It is certainly worth your W h i le ,  feri- 
ouily to confider this ; as on it depends your 
eternal W ell-b eing!  For H e ,  whofe W o r d s  are 
yea, and A m en for ever, hath declared, Verily, 

Joh. x. verily, 1 fa y  unto you, he who entereth not by the
1,2. Door into the Sheepfold, but climbetb up fom e other

Way ; the fame is a T h ief and a Robber ; but be 
who entereth in by the Door, the fam e is the Shep
herd o f the Sheep.
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