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L E T T E R ,  &c.

W H E N  the political machine is at 
a iiand, and ceafes to communi­

cate that life and vigour to fociety, which 
its motion was calculated to fupply ; and, 
when this ftagnation in the body politick 
is owing to a fufpenfion o f  one o f  its rnoft 
a d iv e  and effential powers ; the occafion 
becomes fo préífing, and the call fo loud 
and urgent, that it can fcarce be termed 
the duty o f  a member o f  the commu­
nity, to point out the caufe o f  fo alarm­
ing a fym p tom . Such, fir, is the prefent 
iituation o f  this country ; and, fuch ihall 
We theobjedt o f  the following letter. But

A  3 > before



[  6 1
before I take the inquifitorial chair, I 
require you to give me your attention, 
i f  it be poffible, and I  ihall not break my 
promife when I affure you, that I do not 
mean to trifle with you.

Happily for you, the fame hand which 
planted the feeds o f  your chara&er had 
time given him to afford them due cul­
ture. T h e  parent o f  your principles did 
not quit the ftage, on which he had him- 
fe lf  made fo fignal a figure, before he had 
reafon to be affured that neither come- 
linefs of perfon, chearful temper, nor 
open carriage, all united, would ever be 
able to counteract their influence. Bold, 
yet fuccefsful, was his fyflem o f  educa­
tion. T h e  improvement o f  nature he 
found wás above his genius, and u n ­
grateful to his difpofition ; but, the per- 
veriion he knew and felt to be an eafy 
ta ik . T h o u gh  an infant himfelf in the 
language o f  nature, yet he could make 
her fpeak his language ; he could make 
her oe iilent at his bidding. Mailer o f  
thefe fecrets, which his fuperior fkill and 
alTiduity had made familiar to him, and

aided
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aided by the docility o f  the fubjedt h t  
had to w ork upon ; he was enabled 
in you to reconcile paradoxes, and give 
harmony to inconfiftencies : infomuch, 
that cowardice cannot brave, nor ab- 
furdity blufler, in your hands; nor 
can falihood bear the femblance o f  
truth, w hen it is fpoken by you.

H avin g  giveh this teilim ony to the 
merit o f  your preceptor, I will now  
do the like ju ilice  to your o w n ;  and, 
ihall candidly acknowledge to you, that, 
o f  all the minifters whofe aâ ion s I 
have made my obfervation upon, or 
whofe memoirs I have confulted, your 
conduót has been the moft uniform 
and confident. A t  the board, at coun­
cil, and in the houfe, you  have always 
been invariably the fame. So that 
neither your moil credulous, nor your 
m oil  fceptical friend, refle&ing upon 
the moil problematical part o f  your 
condu£t, could ever fpeculate a fécond 
motive for any ad ion  o f  your publick 
life. Striking, however, as this and the 
other qualities are, which mark your 
political character, I had forgotten the
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politician in the affedionate father and 
the fond huíband, I had at leaft left 
him to juftice for his recompence, and 
let his fortune complete the confxftency 
o f  his prir iples ; had not the condi­
tion, to which this nation is reduced 
by that very confiftency, called loudly 
and irrefiftably upon me, to warn my 
countrymen, that they take example 
from their fuperiors, and diftinguiih, 
as they do, between the man and the 
ftatefman. For, in private life, fir, 
(and I fay it with pleafure) all men 
either envy or imitate you. In pub- 
l ick  life, though too many, I fear, 
follow your example, yet none can 
poffibly be envious o f  your reputation.

I f  the wife, the faithful, and th« 
difinterefted Waliingham ihould prefent 
him felf to my imagination; and inquire 
o f  me, upon what principles, and by 
w hat condud, modern miniilers obey 
their fovereigns and ferve their country; 
a reply would hardly be necefîary : my 
C infcious ihame would at once confefs 
the degcneracy o f  the age in which I live.

and
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and the indignant fire that n ow  flaíhe» 
over m y face, like the holy book 
prefented to the confcious murderer, 
turns the ink with which I am writing 
into blood, when I attempt to fet dow n 
the anfwer I ihould make him. But, 
i f  I endeavoured to comply with his 
demand, how  ihould I be able to 
excite in him trains o f  ideas w hich  
he had never felt, and to lead him 
through paths, which w hen alive he 
never trod ? when I told him, that 
their foie and their inviolable principle 
w as Je If, and, that their invariable con- 
d u d  was, to fell the king to the people, 
and the people to the k in g; his hcneft 
ihade would feem to ftart at my rela­
tion ; I ihould become the ghoft to 
him ; that “  fpirit o f  health”  would 
look upon me as “  a goblin damned, 
and liften to my words as “  blafts 
from hell.’ ’ He would conceive me to 
be a ftrayer from the infernal regions, 
not an obferver of the ways o f  men.

Do not, fir, imagine my idea of 
a modern minifter to be exaggerated, 
and not ftridtly founded in reality.

And,
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And, take care that the hutry o f  your 
temper does not betray you to pronounce 
the fentence he deferves ; for there is 
a whole nation ready to cry out, in one 
united voice, with the prophet, thou art 
the man. I well know that perfons will 
be found, who ihall tell you, that this is 
a falfe and a fcandalous libel ; and, they 
m ay poffibly talk away even your 
o w n  confcioufnefs o f  the truth o f  it : 
but, there is not a man in the king­
dom who can be ignorant, nor can 
you yourfelf deny, that you have 
bought a number of the voices o f  the
R---------- s o f  the P -------e, with thofe
favours which his M ------ y ’s confidence
has fo long and fo largely intrufted to 
your difpofal ; that, you have repeatedly 
fold thofe voices again to his minifters, 
for your own advantage ; and, that, 
you are now quarrelling with thofe 
who created you, becaufe they will not 
come up to the price to which you 
have thought proper to raife yourfelf, 
and becaufe the extravagance o f  your 
terms has made it necelTary for them 
to think o f  changing their agent. I

am
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am not fo fplenetick as to imagine,* 
that every meafure o f  government is 
fraught with mifchief, and that all muft 
be carried by bribery and corruption. 
N or,  am I Ample enough to believe, 
that they whofe fandtion is neceffary to 
the operations o f  government, would 
always fupport the faireft meafures, 
without being paid for it. B at ,  there' 
are fome meafures fo unfair, and fome 
operations fo unjuftifiable, that nothing 
but extraordinary exertions o f  influence to 
gain majorities could poffibly bear them 
through. H ow  far, and how fuccefsfully 
you have dealt m this latter commodity 
I could prove by numberlefs inftances. 
W i t  nefs, the many endeavours to eafe the 
revenues o f  this Country  o f  the extrava­
gant load o f  a reproachful peniion lift, 
Avhich your influence has rendered inef- 
fe&ual. W itnefs, the loud complaints 
againft the exeelTive increafe o f  publick 
expences, which the voices o f  your mer- 
ceneries, have always iilenced. Witnefs, 
the repeated efforts to redeem our legifla- 
ture from the fhackles o f  the now  unne- 
ceffary and imprudent law o f  Poynings,

which
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which you hâve conflantly réfiftèd and fup- 
preffed. Witnefs, the Rafure from the
J ------s o f  a certain afiembly, on the 4th
o f  March 1766, o f  a fpirited and eonfti-
tutional V~---- e o f  the day before, againft
the flaviih condud o f  a former P---- — -t,
with refped to the fame law. T h is  too, fir, 
we owe to the plenitude o f  your power. A  
power, which enabled you to refufe to
corred that V ---- ‘- e ,  according to truth j
and juftifïed a déclaration made in defi­
ance o f  common fenfe, that the clerk had 
miftaken, what was publiihed by your 
diredion, and under your infpedion. And 
yet, ever like yourfelf, not on the manly, 
the juft, and the patriotick repeal o f  that 
law , but on the wanton and inflammatory 
violation o f  it, do you now vainly attempt 
to found the merit o f  an oppofition. T h in k  
you, that we are fools ? and, that we do 
not know you ? believe me, fir, there 
are men in this country, whofe penetra­
tion is not eafily impofed upon by ap­
pearances and pretences. And, believe 
me alio, that they are the men, on whofe 
judgment all the fafe, and all the formid-

dable
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dable opinions o f  the publick do finally 
and feriouily depend.

Really, fir, when I refled  how  great a 
ihare the defign o f  making friends for you 
m ull  have had, in producing the vaft 
additional charges, that have been laid 
upon this kingdom for fourteen years 
pail,— for, how  can one otherwife account 
for the publick expences of the laft tw o  
years exceeding that of the tw o  years be­
fore you  came into power, in a fum 
fcarce ihort o f  £. 740,000, o f  which little 
lefs than £. 100,000 is placed to the ac­
count o f  that department, over w hich 
you  particularly preiide.— W h e n  I confi- 
der your faith and impartiality in the 
management and determination o f  elec­
tions ; and the zeal and attention with 
w hich  you have always regarded the com­
mercial interefts o f  the kingdom, and o f
the city o f  D ---- n in particular : w hen {
th in k  of the numbers, whom your favours 
or your promifes have fed, o f  the table you 
have  kept, and the equipage, with which 
you have pleas’d the people and fupported
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the dignity o f  your office ; and for which 
your eledors have been twice obliged to 
double your allowance : W h e n  I revolve 
all thefe things in my mind, it is matter 
o f  ferions wonder to me, that no one 
friend was to be found, whofe wil'dom 
and fidelity would fave you from your 
prefent humiliating flate-, and, that there 
are fo few now, who lament, or feem at 
all interefted in your fall. E ven  honeit 
laughing C  nr-y was no more ! Surely, 
had he been alive, his mirth, and his 
affedion for you had fuggefted fome 
happy jeft, fome pointed ftory, which 
would have placed your fituation in its 
true light. I believe there are few 
men in I—1—d who have not known, 
for fome time, that it was a determined
purpofe o f  the E ------ h M —— ry to  dif-
folve your party ; or, who did not fee 
into the deiign o f  a continued refidence. 

' Nor was there any body, but yourfelf, 
who did not forefee, that the laft fatal 
meafure you engaged in would certainly

deftroy
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deftroy you ; or, w ho could be ignorant, 
that it was intended it fhould. But

Quos Deus vult perdere, prius dementat.

E v e n  diflruft, the ftatefman’s lail princir 
pie, feems to have forfaken you ; when 
you could commit yourfelf  to the di­
rection o f  the two men in the world, 
w hom  you had the leait reafon to confide 
in : to one whofe ambitious defigns upon 
you r  county have already diflurbed you ; 
and to  another, who has been long know n 
to en v y  you your chair. In fhort, fir, 
you  have alw'ays been to me an objedt o f  
curiofity and furprize. I was for a long 
time amazed, how  you could maintain 
your p o w e r ;  and, I am now  aftoniihed 
at your lofing it, when, as you boaft, 
you  had nothing to contend with, but 
a V — y  without policy, a fecretary w ith ­
ou t experience, tools w ithout credit, and 
managers w ithout influence.

Submit therefore, m y dear, fir, to your 
fate. It feems to be unavoidable. Accept 
the beft terms you can get. A s your afti-  
pns will not itand the tefl of publick obfer-

vation.
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vation, i f  they make you lord P — iid-nt, 
you canfhelter yourfelf under the obfcurity 
o f  the privy C -------1. And, i f  you can ob­
tain the additional happinefs o f  a feat in
the upper H ------ e you may then tranf-
mit in fafety whatever B — 11s you are 
ordered. Documents will confound you 
no more. Y o u  will be out o f  the reach 
o f  thofe troublefome G  -"-s, and their 
vexatious money B — s.
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