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LETTER, &

WHEN the political machiné is at
‘ ~a ftand, and ceafes to communi-
cate that life and vigour to fociety, which
its motion was calculated to {upply ; and,
when this ftagnation in the body politick
1s owing to a {ufpenfion of one of its moft
aClive and eflential powers; the occafion .
becomes fo prefling, and the call fo loud
and urgent, that it can fcarce be termed
the duty of a member of the commu-
nity, to point out the caufe of {o alarm-
ing a {ymptom. Such, {ir, is the prefent
fituation of this country; and, fuch fhall

be theobje@ of the following letter. But
x 3 : before
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before 1 take the inquifitorial chair, I
require you to give me your attention,
if 1t be poflible, and I fhall not break my
promife when I affure you, that I do not
mcan to trifle with you.

Happily for you, the {fame hand which
planted the feeds of your charalter had
time given him to afford them due cul-
ture. 'The parent of your principles did
not quit the ftage, on which he had him-
felf made fo fignal a figure, before he had
reafon to be affured that neither come-
linefs of perfon, chearful temper, nor
open carriage, all united, would ever be
able to counteraét their influence. Bold,
vet fuccefsful, ‘'was his fyftem of educa-
tion. ‘The improvement of nature he
found wds above his genius, and un-
grateful to his difpofition ; but, the per- .
verfion he knew and felt to be an eafy
tafk. Though an infant himfclf in ‘the
language of nature, yet he could make
her fpeak his language ; he could make
her be filent at his bidding. Mafter of
thefe fecrets, which his fupetior fkill and
alliduity had made familiar to him, anccll
. ' : aide
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aided by the docility of the fubje@ he
had to work upon; he was enabled
in you to reconcile paradoxes, and give
harmony to inconfiftencies: infomuch,
that cowardice eannot brave, nor ab-
furdity blufter; in your hands; nor
can falthood bear the f{emblance of
truth, when it is {fpoken by you.

Having giveh this teftimony to the
merit of your preceptor, I will now
do the like juftice to your ownj; and,
fhall candidly acknowledge to you, that,
of all the minifters whofe aions 1
have made my obfervation upon, or
whofe memoirs I have confulted, your
conduct has been the moft uniform
and confiftent. At the board, at coun-
cil, and in the houfe, you have always
been invariably the fame. So that
neither your moft credulous, nor your
moft fceptical = friend, refleting upon
the moft problematical part of your
conduct, could ever fpeculate a fecond
motive for any acion of your publick
life. Striking, however, as this and the
other qualities are, which mark your

political charater, I had forgotten the
A 4 politician
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pohtlman in the affetionate father and
the fond hufband, 1 had at leaft left
him to juftice for his recompence, and
let his fortune complete the confiftency
of his principles; had not the ‘condi-
tion, to which thIS nation is reduced
by that very confiftency, called loudly
and- irrefiftably upon me, to" ‘warn my
countrymen, = that they take example
from their fuperiors, and. diftinguifh,
as they do, between the man and the
ftatefman.  For, in private life, fir,
(and I fay it with pleafure) all men
either envy or imitate you. In pub-
lick life, though ' too many, I fear,
follow your example, yet none can
poflibly be envious of your reputatiotr.

If the wife, the faithful, and the
difinterelted Walfingham fhould prefent
himfelf to my imagination; and inquire
, of me, upon what principles, and by

what condu&, modern minifters obey
their {overeigns and ferve therr country;
a reply would hardly be neceffary: my
eonfcious fthame would at once confefs
the degeneracy of the age in which I live.

and
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and the indignant fire that now flathes
over my face, like the holy book
prefented to the confcious murderer,
turns the ink with which I am writing
into blood, when I attempt to fet down
the anfwer I fhould make him. But,
if 1 endeavoured to comply with his
demand, how fhould I be able to
excite in him trains of ideas which
he had never felt, and to lead him
through paths, which when alive he
never trod ? when I told him, that
their fole and their inviolable principle
was felf, and, that their invariable con-
du@ was, to fell the king to the people,
and the people to the king; his honeft
thade would feem to ftart at my rela-
tion; I fhould become the ghoft to
him ; that * fpirit of health” would
look upon me as ¢ a goblin damned,”
and liften to my words as blafts
from hell.” He would conceive me to
be a firayer from the infernal regions,
not an obferver of the ways of men.

Do not, fir, imagine my idea of
a modérn - minifter to be exaggerated,
and not ftri&ly founded in reality:

And,
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Atd, take care that the hutry of yeur
temper does not betray you to pronounce
the fentence he deferves; for there is
a whole nation ready to cry out, in one
united voice, with the prophet, thou art

~ the man. ¥ well know that perfons will

be found, who fhall tell you, that this is
a falfe and a fcandalous libel; and, they
may poflibly  talk away even your
own conicioufnefs of the ttuth of it:
but, there is not a man in the king-
dom who can be ignorant, mnor can
you vyourfelf deny, that you have
bought a number of the voices of the
R —-s of the P——e, with thofe
favours which his M-——y’s confidence
has fo long and fo largely intrufted to
your difpofal; that, you have repeatedly
fold thofe voices again to his minifters,
for yout own advantage; and, that;
you are now duarrelling with thofe
who - created you, becaufe they will not
come up to the price to which you
have- thought proper to raife yourfelf,
and becaufe the extravagance of your
terms has made it neceilary for them
te think of changing their agent. I

| am
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am not fo fplenctick as to imagine;
that every meafure of government 1s
fraught with mifchief, and that all muft
g}e carried by bribery and corruption.
Nor, am I fimple enough to believe,
that they whofe fanction is neceflary to
the operations of government, would
always f{upport the faireft meafures,
without being paid for it. But, there
are fome meafures fo unfair, and fome
operations fo unjuftifiable, that nothing
but extraordinary exertionsof influence to
gain majoritics could poffibly bear them
through. How far; and how fuccefsfully
you have dealt in this latter commodity
I could prove by numberlels inftances.
witnefs, the many endeavours to eafe . the
revenues of this Country of the extrava-
gant load of a reproachful penfion Lt
which your influénce has rendered inef-
fe@ual. Witnefs, the loud complaints
againft the exceflive increafe of publick
expences, which the voices of your mer-
ceneries, have always filenced. Witnefs,
the repeated efforts to redeem our legifla-
ture from the fhackles of the now unne-

ceffary and imprudent law of Poynings,
which
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which you have conftantly réfiftéd and fups
prefled. Witnefs, the Rafure from the
J——s of a certain affembly, on the 4th
of March 1766, of a fpitited dnd eonfti-
tutional V~—e¢ of the day befcre; againft
the flavith condu& of a former P— t;
with refpect to the fame law. This too, fir;
we owe to the plenitude of your power. A
power, which enabled you to refufe to
correct that V——e, according to #ruth
and juftified a declaration made in defi-
ance of common fenfe, that the clerk had
miftaken, what was publithed by your
direCtion, and under your infpeion. And
yet, ever like yourfelf, not on the manly,
the juft, and the patriotick repeal of that
law, but on the wanton and inflammatory
violation of it, do you now vainly attempt
to found the merit of an oppofition. Think
you, that we are fools? and, that we do
not know you? believe me, fir, there
are men in this country, whefe penetra-
tion is not eafily impofed upon by ap-
pearances and pretences. And, believe
me alfo, that they are the men, on whofe
judgment all the fafe, and all the formicll-.-
' dable
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dable opinions of the P_ub]ick do finally
and ferioufly depend.

Really, fir, when I refle how great a
{hare the defign of making friends for you
muft have had, in producing the vaft
additional charges, that have been laid
upon this kingdom for fourteen years
paft,—for, how can one otherwife account
for the publick expences of the laft two
years exceeding that of the two years be-
fore you came into power, in a fum
fcarce fhort of £. 740,000, of which little
lefs than [. 100,000 is placed to the ac-
count of that department, over which
you particularly prefide.—~When I confi-
der your faith and impartiality in the
management and determination of elec-
tions ; and the zeal and attention with
which you have always regarded the com-
mercial interefts of the kingdom, and of
the city of D----n in particular: when [
think of the numbers, whom your favours
or your promifes have fed, of the table you
have kept, and the equipage, with which
you have pleas’d the people and {fupported
; ' L the
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the dignity of your office; and for which
your eleGors have been twice obliged to
double your allowance : When I gevolve
all thefe things in my mind, it'is matter
of ferious wonder to me, that no one
friend was to be found, whofe wifdom
and fidelity would fave you from your
prefent humiliating ftate; and, that there
are {o few now, who lament, or feem at
all interefted in your fall. Even honeft
laughing C-nr-y was no more ! Surely, |
had he been alive, his mirth, and his
affection for you had fuggefted fome
happy jeft, fome pointed ftery, which
would have placed your fituation in its
true light. I believe there are few
men in I--l--d° who have not known,
for fome time, that it was a determined
purpofe of the 'E h M——ry to dif-
folve your party; or, who did not fee
into the defign of a continued refidence.

"Nor was there any body, but yourfelf,

who did not forefee, that the laft fatal
meafure you engaged in would certainly
' " deftroy
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deftroy you 3 or, who could be ignorant,
that it was intended it thould. But

" Quos Deus vult perdere, priusdementat.

Even diftruft, the ftatefman’s laft princi-
ple, feems to have forfaken you; when
you could commit yourfelf to the dir
retion of the two men in the world,
whom you had the leaft reafon to confide
in: to one whofe ambitious defigns upon
your county have already difturbed you ;
and to anothier, who has been long known
to envy you your chair. In fhort, fir,
you have always been to me an object of
curiofity and furprize. I was for a long
time amazed, how you could maintain
your power; and; {4 am now aftonifhed
at your lofing it, when, as you boaft,
you had nothing to contend with, but
a V—y without policy, a fecretary with-
out experience, tools without credit, and
managers without influence,
|
Submit therefore, my dear, fir, to your
fate. It feems to be unavyoidable. Accept
the beft terms you can get. As your ati-
ens will not fland the teft of publick obfer-
| , vation,
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vation, if they make you lord P--fid-nt,
you can fhelter yourfelf under the obfcurity
of the privy C——I1. And, if you can ob-
tain the additional happinefs of a feat in
the upper H——c you may then trani-

mit in f{afety whatever B—lls. you are

ordered. Documents will confound you

no more. You will be out of the reach

of thofe troublefome Cw=—s, and their
vexatious money B—s.

LUCIUS

FINIS



