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W E A V E R ’ S j l e t t e r

Brethren and Fellow Citizens,

A S it ought to be an invariable maxim with 
every Ele&or, to weigh maturely, and p 
to be influenced only by the Integrity 

and Abilities o f  the feveral Canditates who offer 
themfelves to reprefent them ; it cannot be im ­

proper for any o f  us to lay before his Fellow 
Electors the ground and Reafons upon which 
one Candidate may (land foremoft in his opinion 
to another ; I lhall therefore take upon me thus 
to make known to you my fentiments in relati­
on to one of our prefent Candidates.

It is well known that our Houfe  o f  Commons 
has always been amply furniihed with Gentlemen 
well acquainted with thePoliticalConftitution and 
landed intereft o f  the Country, but that we have 
always wanted others alfo well verfed in T rade  
to  fupport tha t  important Intereft. In a Trad ing  
K ingdom  it muft be highly expedient that fome 
at leaft of it’s Reprefentatives fhould be eminent 
for their Knowledge in the Nature o f  Trade, 
that in the great Affembly of the Nation there
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might be Men peculiarly Qualified to be Guar­
dians of, to promote as Far as may be, and to 
eftablifli upon the beft Foundations the Com­
mercial Intereft of the Country • and it is abfo- 
lutely neceffary that to his advantage of Know­
ledge fhould be joined that, without which none 
ihould be intruded with the Service of the Pub- 
lick, Watchfulnefs to defend the Liberties, and 
an ardent Zeal for the good of the Community.

T h e  moil infallible P roof of thefe Qualificati­
ons, as of all others, is to be had not from Pro- 
feffions of them, but from inftances of their exift- 
ing manifefted to us by thofe in whom we look 
for and require them.

I doubt not my worthy Fellow Citizens but 
that your T hought have already prevented me, 
and make unneceffary my mentioning to you 
Mr. D i g g s  L a t o u c h e  -, this Gentleman was 
once the objeft our high Regard, and we accord­
ingly gave him the moil honourable Proof of 
it ; in confequence o f  his glorious ftruggles to 
maintain our Rights, of his unwearied labours 
for many Years to free us from the Oppreiïion 
of a Tyranical Faétion, of his always land ing  
at the Head of the Oppofition when attempts 
were made upon the Liberties of any of the Cor­
porations ; in confequence of his widely extended 
Engagements inTraffick, and his fuperior Know­
ledge in Bufineis, in confequence of his propof- 
ing to Authority, and his indefatigably endea­
vouring after the wifeft meafures to be taken to 
promote and Eftabliih our Trade ; in confe­
quence of his watchful Care to remove whatever 
obftacles might clog or anoy it -, in confequence 
and Reward of thefe Services, and in confidera- 
tion of thefe fatisfying Proofs of his Abilities and 
Difpofitions to ferve us, we inverted him with 
the higheft Honour which the laudable Ambition 
of fuch a Man can afpire to, with the important

T ru f t
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T r u f t  o f  afting in the Legiflature as our Repre. 
tative L e t  not his co n d u i t  a m o n g  us be tor- 
gotten  on the approaching Occafion of our•cho­
l ine  new Reprefentatives ; call to  M ind his 
Behaviour in our C om m on  Council in the M e ­
morable Years 1 7 4 1 , *742» and, *743> hl*oppofition in conjunftion with another virtuou 
Affertor of our R ights  to Ufurpation of the 
Board of Aldermen ; his lnduftry to good et- 
f c d  in finding o u t - i n  laying o p e n - i n  retrieving 
the Ioffes of our invaluable Liberties and p r i v i ­
leges ; his Labours in the fervice of the Corpo­
ration of W eavers ,  his undaunted defence ot 
our Privileges when we had him at our H ead  ; 
his expofing himfelf to the menaces o f  a Court  
o f  Judicature on a Traverfe to a Prefentment of 
the Vindication o f  the Barber Surgeons ; his lè­
verai labour’d Applications to the higher Powers 
for redrefs of our City grievances ; the warm 
love o f  his Country, the Spirit o f  L iberty , the 
true Loyalty ,  and the mafterly knowledge ot 
T rad e ,  manifefted in his writings -, let thefe have 
their d u e  weight upon your minds, thefe are ex­
cellencies in the Man, which let his greateft 
nemies join to counterbalance by picking ou t  
and fetting in the cleared and trueit light every 
th ing  they can find exceptionable in his charac­
ter and conduft ,  and then let the unprejudiced
and impartial judge  o f  him. _

T h e  Circumftances o f  his being rejected alter 
we had chofen him our Reprefentative are well 
know n to us all -, he was driven from the feat to 
which we had promoted him upon a char°? 
b rought againft us o f  having aifed undei, an 
againft him of having ufed Undue Influence -, 
true, he did influence us, and we may glo>y 
with him in it -, he did influence us by principles 
o f  V irtue  and Liberty -, what could his and our 
Perfecutors mean by Undue Influence, but thati an

( 5 )



an evil Spirit pofiefled us ? Corruption or Bri­
bery, the Injunctions or Threats o f  the Great, 
were never laid to his or our Charge ; and when 
k  was propofed that accufed as we were in an 
unheard o f  manner, we fhould be admitted to  
be examined by our Judges,  and to declare our 
motives for eJedting him, that was deny’d us ; 
becaufe as one o f  jthe Council for the Petit ioner 
alledged, our minds had bepn poifoned, and that 
perlons in fucfi Circumftances could not give any 
teftimony -, and becaufe fas the other Council ar­
gued) we were not only interefted bu t  criminal. 
A nd  fhall we not lay hold o f  the Opportunity 
which now offers itfelf to vindicate pyrfçlves 
trom the odious Imputation? Hull we not in 
juflice to this injur’d Man join to reinftate him ? 
ihall we not ihew the W orld  what fpirjt we were 
o f  in the year 1749  ? for unlefs we can produce 
good reaion for a change in our good Opinion 
o f  him, a change in our conduót will be regar­
ded as a change o f  principles ; it muft be look’d 
upon as a confëffion that we before a<5ted under 
U n d u e  Influence, or that we aóted without any 
principle at all.
AnObje&ion is made by many of thisGentleman’s 

rormer t r i e n d s  to his being a Refident in London. 
is not his pait Conduft  amongft us, his Zeal upon 
all Occafions to ferve the Publick, fully fufficient 
to be relied on as Proofs, that, at lead during 
the SefTions o f  our Parliament, he would never 
abfent himfelf from his D u ty  as our Reprefenta- 
tive? and that, whenever his perfonal A p p e a r ­
ance amongft us may be neceffary, he will, with 
Readinefs,with Pleafure,attend upon ourService? 
But we have his own exprefs Affurance o f  it ; 
and T h a t  we may depend upon : T h a t  ought to 
fatisfy us. And can it be doubted that it might 
he of the higheft A d  vantage to u s  that there fhould 

during the Intervals between the 9eflionss
a Representative
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a Reprefentative from among us, fo much enga­
ged in, and fo converlant m Trade ,  reiiding in 
London? one too, who has a Houfe of Bufinefs 
in this City, and whofe Connexions with us arc 
l i 111 fo Itrong? H is  feveral A ttempts  to ferve 
us in our trading Interell during his Abode in 
London, and which, probably, he would have fuc- 
ceeded in, had he been inverted with the D ignity  
o f  our Reprefentative, are Proofs o f  what 1 have 
ôbferved to you ; and they ought to be fufficienc 
to  convince us too, that he lets pafsno O p p o r tu ­
nity in which he can hope to ferve us;  that everi 
in Abfence he is not unmindful of our Interefts: 
A nd  in his AbfenCe let us not be unmindful ot 
hiSj o f  our own Interefts ; had he not even offer­
ed us his Service, it wonld be our true W ifd o m , 
our D u ty ,  to eleft him. H i s  not being prefenc 
with us on this Occafion, ihould prom pt the 
Noble-hearted to be the more zealouily engaged 
in his Caufe, the more induftrious to make known 
his Claims to our Favour.

I have been told by fome, that giving their 
Votes to this Gentleman, would be o f  no Avail ; 
that it would be only throwing away, what would 
have been of Service to another: But let not this 
artful Plea of his fecret Enemies difcourage us -, 
and let not his Friends, the Friends of T ru th  and 
Liberty, abandon the Caufe, by difponding of 
theirbeing powerful enough to fupport it, defpair- 
ing of Succefs, will the fooneft of al! Th ings  pre­
vent Succefs. L e t  us guard, then, againft this 
E n em y  to every gallant and virtuous Enterprise, 
notwithftanding^the Pains that are taking to op- 
pofe it to us. But, my Friends, fhall we aft 
contrary to our D uty  and Opinion, merely for 
the Sake of going with a Majority ? H I  Rand 
fingle in giving my Voice, and am confcious of 
giving it as the Merits of the feveral Candidites 

' ' cail
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call upon me, will I not have acquitted myfelf as 
becomes a Man o f  Virtue, and to the Approba­
tion of my own Heart ? and ihall this be called 
throwing my Vote away ? Let us not, from a 
Fear that we (hall not be fufficient to eleit the 
Perfons whom we once thought, and muft (till 
think, the fitted to reprefent us, decline the only 
Opportunity which may, perhaps, be ever offered, 
of vindicating our Chara&ers and Principles.

I fhall take the Liberty of concluding in the 
W o rd s  of a Gentleman, who is, defervedly, the 
Darling o f  his Fellow-Citizens,
W h o m  Crowds do follow, and a People love.

I  recommend tbeje Matters to your cool Thoughts, 
and wifh you to judge for yourfelves with becoming 
Freedom and Independence ; M r. D i g g e s  I  fee of­
fers you his Service, and declares himfelf ready to 
attend your Calls; This, in mine Opinion, leaves 
you without Excufe j and therefore I  make no doubt,  
whatever a few  forward Citizens might have done, 
the whole Body collected will fupport their own In ­
ter eft and Dignity.

I am,

1 our iincere Well-wilher and humble Servant,

A Weaver.
Dublin, a i ft March, 1761 .
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