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THE firft principle of all fchemes
offered to the public is their general utility.
This alone fhould claim a candid and
impartial, if not a favourable attention.
Upon this principle, let the following
{theme be tried ; nor does the perfon, who
propofes it, with it may fueceed on any
other. He truly thinks, and hopes he {hall
be able to prove, that it will produce to
both nations many more and greater
advantages, than either can enjoy until
they fhall be united. But before he
attempts to enumerate thefe advantages,
it may be neceffary to give a clear and
certain idea of the Union he propofes.

He does not, therefore, mean a federal

and partial Union, but a complete and
B
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perfett incorporation of the two king-
doms, infeparably and perpetually united ;

formed .into one Govérnment, under the
fame King, and the fame laws ; reprefented
by the fame Parliament ; enjoying the fame
privileges and immunities confined by the
{ame reftrictions, prohibitions, and regula-
tions mn trade; having the {fame-alliances,
the fame enemies; and paying an equal

proportion of taxes, cuftoms, excife, both
in peace and war ; thatin all inftances they
may become one people in affection as well
as intereft. 'And, however unequal Great
Britain and Ireland really are, .or may be
{uppofed to be, 1n every circumftance of
wealth, power, and commerce, they may be
joined, threugh all their parts, in one great
whole, by a'fair {cale of equivalents and
propertioné; as two merchants, of Very
tinequal .property and.  diproportioned
debtsy may enter into partnerthip of profit
and Jofs-n trade. Perhaps, among all the
works of nature, there never -were two
bodies perfectly equal in bulk, weight, and
figure; cerrainly never among the works
of art, as all political bodies are. But that
bodies moft vnequal may, with mutual
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" advantage, Be united, there are numberlefs

inftances, both in‘mature andart.'0 ¥
“Ietusnowendeavour to prove, that by the
ﬁﬁiénrﬁrc-pmtﬁfé, a new national intereft
may be formed, produgtive to both nations
of'miore nunierous “and greater benefits
than either of them can {eparately enjoy.
~ The prm;ipﬁkfdbjc&s of the attention

6f Great Britain ave the proteftantreligion
in general ; her own prefent eftablithment,
~ ecclefiaftical and civil ; and the prefervation
of that balancé of power among the na-
tions of Burope, which can alone maintain
their common liberty. Let us now con-
fider, what advantages{he can propofe to
herfelf with regardto. the firft of thefe, the
proteftant - religion, by her Union with
frelands gm0 HETay

- The prefent irihiabitants of that ifland are
eomputed at fomewhat lefs:than two mil-
lions; bat, were it cultivated, as it certain-
ly would -be under the influence of an
Unien;tigwould be capable of maintaining
at leaft fix millions; and confequently,
according to the political: maxim, that
rimbers of inhabitants are the wealth of
a haﬁén, it - would- become three = times

-
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richer than it is at prefent. This maxim,
it 1s confeffed, like another among the
learned, who tell jus, that a number of
words are the riches of a language, muft
be underftood in a reftrained fenfe. It
muft neceffarily mean, that thefe inhabi-
tants are honeft, frugal, and. induftrious ;
for a number of idle, extravagant, ditho-
neft people, is the ruin of acountry,—asa
number of words, if not expreflive, harmo-
nious and precife, rather opprefs a language
with a fuperfluity of founds, than enrich
1t with abundance and variety.

Bat we are told, that the Irith natives,
who are a great majority. of the prefent
inhabitants, are an idle, lazy generation ;
fo perverfly, obftinately .idle, that the
encouragements of an Union, and the
examples of induftry among the foreigners
who might fettle in the country, would be
loft upon them. The charge of idlenefs
1s-acknowledged ; but we cannot acknow-
ledge that it is abfolutely, like fome nati-
onal difeafes, incurable. '

No people are by nature either idle or
induftrious beyond the neceflities of life.
What we call conveniences (generally a
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larger term for luxi]ry)' add a new fpirit:
to labour, and encourage us to bear the
fatigue that enables us to purchafe them.
~The Hollanders, opprefled and enflaved
by the Spanifh tyranny, had little of that
fpirit of induftry, which hath fince made
them the moft powerful republic m the
world. But, without relying upon exam-
ples, we may venture to affert, as a nmaxim
fourided in human nature, that man will
never work for man, if he does not find his
own proper advantage by his labour.

If this reafoning appear juft, let us apply
it to the prefent {tate of Ireland. <A very
large proportion of the lands there 1s let
from vear to year, or'rather is held at the
will and pleafare of the Jandlord: if he
will not take thetrouble of letting his eftate
in little parcels himfelf, which however is
often done, he gets what is called a fubftan-
tial farmer, who venturoufly takes five or
fix hundred acres. Thefe are too many
for his little ftock to manure, to plow, or
to graze. He therefore divides them, and |
lets fome of them to poor cottagers. ‘Thus
the landlord receives his rent; the farmer
gets a moderate fubfiftence; the farm, 1n
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- general, is uncultivated ; and the poor €6t~
tager is opprefled. He ufually pays thirty
thillings a year for his houfe of clay, with a
garden, fo it is called, for his cabbages
and potatoes, his only food; and in pro-
portion for a little land to graze a cow, or
perhaps half a dozen fheep.  The rent of
his wretched tenement he pays‘in labour,
at five or fix pence a day; while his only
fecurity for the next year’s poflefiion, is—
not to improve his miferable farm, or feem
to grow rich in the cleanlinefs, or cloth-
ing, or food of his family. = If Providence
hath not created fome nations to {flavery,
—and the very {uppofition i1s impiety,—
furely no pcople will labour upon fuch
terms ! Will not human nature refent
fuch treatment?—It were a very contemp-
tible being, if it did not,

However, from this manner of adting,
there are, generally {peaking, but fwe ranks
of people in Ireland,~—the very rich, and
the ' very poor: from hence, the two
extremes, perhaps notto be found in any
other country,of /uxury and poverty. Buat,
when the Union fhall increafe the number
of inhabitants, the landlord will not be
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ander a neceflity of letting a gréater niis
ber of acres; thart the farmeris dble to cul

tivate,. When he thall find it his interefl to
grant longer leafes; when the poor RaLves
thall be reftored to the natural right of
human kind, a praperty in their own /abous ;
if there be not fome phyfical caufes,ofidle-
nefs in their climate; they willfurely be-
come -as . induftrious as theif- neighbours
of Great Britaife ;i [ o min

As the benefits. of trade will probably
encourage foreigners to fettle 1n Ireland;
(o merchants and manufacturers, being
proteftunts, thould beinvited by a general
naturalization. “The Popith intereft there
would then beecome incenfiderable, and
freland would in a few years be a Pro-
teftant nation. - When, n the {pirit of
religious liberty, they thall have thrown
of the voke of tranfubftantiation and the
Pope’s infallibility, they will at the fame
time difclaim the no lefs bold abfurdity
and = contradi¢tion to common  fenfe—
thatof hereditary right and pa@ive obedi-
ence: Thus will they, at once, become
the difciples of the pureft Church that pro=
feffes the doctrines of Chrift, and fubjects
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of the beft conftitution of Government
that ever blefled mankind. How great a
fupport they will be to each, we need: not
fay: only this;~the fame ftrength, which
would thus apparently maintain the prefent
eftablifhment of Great Britain in Church
and State, would certainly with equal zeal
engage in defence of the Proteftant religion
n general, and the liberties of Europe.

A great objeétion againft the fettlement
of foreignersin Ireland, is, the unhealthinefs
of the climate: but, as the bogs, which -
occafion this formidable objeétion, were
once firm land, fo when the natural ‘d-r-ain
for the water upon which they lie can be
found, they will fink again to their proper
foil, and become as fruitful as any other
part of the ifland. The Sun draws its
vapours from this unwholefome mixture
of earth and water; thofe vapours fallagain
in almoft perpetual mifts and rains; {o that
the inhabitants of that part of the country
may be {aid to breathe water. But, when
thele bogs fhall be wholly reclaimed (a
neceffary good effeét to Ireland of 2 Union)
the Sun'will draw a far lefs quantity of
vapours, and thofe from a cultivated foil,
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which 1mpregnates the air with partxclcs of
health. A fufficient progrefs hath been
already made to infure the fuccefs of the
whole; and not without {fume confiderable
effe& upon the climate. \When this great
work can be brought to perfeétion, and
the lands of ZFrefand univerfally cultivated,

- we may venture to fay, it will be as healthy

a country asany in Europe efpecially as
it is more temperate than any other with
regard to heat and cold.

" Another very popular objection there is
againft the Union, that Ireland would foon
rival Great Britain in her moft valuable
branches of trade." He feems to me to

know very little of 'the circumftances of

either -nation, who pretends to compute
in what century this dreaded rivalihip may
happen. Ireland, at is confeficd, 1s much
improved, but, if compared to England,
her lands may truly be faid to be ftill un-
cultivated; and her manufaétures unim-
proved.  Her ports, which nature hath
opened to the trade of almoft the whole
world, are not known even to the natives,
exceptjng thofe who live in the neighbour-
ing counties. Indeed, it would be grcatly
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ufeful to the general navigation of Europe,
to have a chart of the weftern coalt of
Ireland, and its harbours. |
But allowing this formidable objeéhon
of rivalthip to be juft, which it. certainly
is not, of what confequence will it be .tothe
great whole, in what part of - the united
kingdoms any particular branch of trade
thall flourith? What matters 1t, for in-
ftance, and that the popular inftance,
whether the woolen manufacture continue
in the weft, or whether it travel northward
as 1t really does, orswhether it fhall go to
Ircland, when united to Great Britain }
We are not ignorant how difagreeable
this language will be to the common people
of Great Britain in general, and efpecially
to fome particular Counties in England.
But, if it be the language of truth, let us
not be afraid to {peak it. . We are not
propofing a partial Union. We do not
write to any fet of people, whofe private
interefts will engage them againft the mea-
fure we propofe : we are not fanguine
enough even to hope for their approbation,
or {o ignorant of human nature, as to
expect it. - Our only defign is the public
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good, the mutual advantage of both King-
doms ; while we write only to them, whe
are able, impartial, difinterefted judges of
this great fcheme; fome of whom may
probably be appointed to carry it int@ exe-
cution. We truft, they will have abilities
to anfwer all real objections, and {ipirit
enough to defpife a meerly popular cla-
mour. = Tothem we may witheut. appre-
henfion repeat, that it i§ matter of pure
indifference in what part, of the united
Kingdoms, any particular branch of trade
{hall flourifh. 6 4

But the people nced not be aiarmed.
The fa& is not yet become a matter of dii-
pute ; and to prevent all future apprehen-
fions; we fhall endeavour to prove, that
whatever trade Ireland fhall gam by an
Union, willynot be gained from - Great
Brifain, but from other Countries, hek
rivals in trade, or her natural enemues.

Ietus then fuppofe the trade of the
whole: World divided into twenty parts.
1et us fuppofe (a very large fuppofition
it favour of Great Britain) that the hath
five of thefe parts. 'Will it not plainly
follow, that Ireland will gain a propottion
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of three fourths from other countries, and
only one from Great Britain. Let us then
compute the great additional duties, which
Ireland muft pay for the liberty of trade,
and 1t will clearly appear how confidera-
bly Great Britain muft gain by this dread-
ed article of an Union. "y

If indeed fhe were able alone to {fupply
every foreié’n market with her Woolen
Manufacturess if no othernation had alrea-
dy, or might hereafter take from her any
part of it; the would then very wifely for-
bid Treland to meddle with it. - But fince
the Dutch and the French have already a
great thare of it, and' are every year gain-
g yet greater; fince there is a- larger
demand in foreign markets, than Great
Britain can poflibly fupply ; were it not
worthy of her wifdom to give, at leaft,
fome part of it to Ireland® The Irifh
would, in truth, only become her facors ;
fince all their wealth, after a little circula-
tion at home, would certainly fix at laft in
Great Britain,

The French have already got pofieflion
of the Turkey woolen trade, nor is it faid
in the {pirit of prophecy, that it will never
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be zggovcred, until the Irifh, whether uni-
ted or unumtf:d be permitted to manu=
fackure and export their wool for - thdb
purpofea ‘ 8 -

But, in truth,, this branch of tr ade feems
to be loft for ever.. Even the Irith, with
all their advantages, will not be able to
recover it. The French are much' better
fituated. Their port of Marfeilles opens
to the main ocean, and they fail directly
to Turkey. The voyage from Ireland,
without reckoning accidents of wind and
weather, is atleaft five weeks longer; confe-
quently the French go fo much cheaper,
and {fo much earlier tomarket. However, 1t
would greatly diftrefs them, were the Irifh
allowed to manufacture their wool ; fince -
it would effeétually ftop that unhappy prac-
tice of running it, by which the French
trade is in a great meafure {upported.
~ But in a far more valuable branch of the
woolen /manufacture, : that of {tuffs and
camblets, the French a few years ago
were able to underfell the Britifh merchant
in Portugal. This trade was wholly loft.
The. I;.nih attempted it, and, in fpite of all
Prohlbmons effectually recovered it, and
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even at this time poffefs it; although appa-
rently at the great difcountef ‘16 percent.

‘to maintain it. This is not meer reafoning ;
it is more ; it is matter of fact, and the con-
fequences attending'it ‘are equally‘manifeft
as the faétitlelf, and equally thew how very
far from rivalthip, how greatly ferviceable
Ireland may be to-Great Britain, if fhe
were allowed fome part of this trade.

But when Ireland fhall know her true
mtereft, the will not employ her people n
the woolen ‘trade, beyond her own home
confumption, nor’ fuffer {uch extended
tracts of her beft land to lie uncultivated
in theep walks. " She will rather improve
and extend her linen manufa&ure, as far
more profitable, and in which fhe would
probably foon excel the whole world.
This affertion may require fome proof.

Let us therefore fuppofe a thoufand
acres of land ftocked with fheep; let us
compute the lofles by death, with all ex-
penfes of {hepherds, fheering, ‘drefling,
fpinning, weaving, dying, prefling, the
wool they produce : Let us again fuppofe
the fame number of acres manured and
- cultivated for flax; let us compute the
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expenfe: of drefling, {pinning, weaving,
whitening : ‘and, when we carry them bothy
to market, weifthall find the linen will pro-
duce at leaft two- nhxrdb more tham the
WQWC}O@- b v i Tl o1, O
beYetin whatever dﬁgree, orin whate ver
manner, lreland fhall incréafe her wealth,
we fhall find a largé proportion of it annu-
ally coming to Great Britain. *The hit of
her abfentees is already (very mumerous.
The fums expended heré¢ by her people of
bufinefs, or her people of idlenefs, and by
her youth for education, are confiderable.
Butif we fuppofe the Liords and Com-
mons, chofen to be her reprefentatives in
Parliament, refiding here perhaps the whole
year, certainly during the Seffions, with
their wives, children, and domeftics ; if we
eompute the numbers, whom bufinefs and
whom ‘pleafure (as they will then have
no Courtior Parliament in Dublin) will
bring over hither, we fhall be convinced
how largea part of the treafures of that
kingdem' will annually come hither, with-
out any poflibility of returning.  Iiven the
taxes, to be remitted hither, will make
no inconfiderable addition to the account.
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~In what proportion Ireland maybe
fuppoted capable of paying her fhare of
the common taxes, muft be left: to
the wildom and integrity of the perfons,
whom his Majefty fhall pleafe tovappoint
m each kingdom, to make a fair and
equitable calculation.  But it is apparent;
that, even immediately, upon the very
firft good effects of an Union, *the will be
able to pay a confiderable portion of the
neceffary, annual expenfes of the Govern-
ment. Thus Great Britain will be greatly
relieved under the'weight and preflure of
her taxes : She may be enabled to {fupport
another war, when the ambition or injuf=
tice of her neighbours fhall make it re-
ceflary. Bk s

Even thefe reafons, for it would be tedi«
ous to enumerate more, may convince us,
how advantageous an Union will be to
Great Britain. Every reader, in propor-
tion to his abilities, will find other argu-
ments, and fome, perhaps, better. We
ihall only mention one more, to prove
that this is the proper time for propofing
1t,
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- The Irifh, by a late {pirit of imptove-
ment, and/an emulation of induftry; ens -
couraged by premiums, however incon:
fiderable in themfelves, are increafing the
wiealth of the mation. = The natives:are
growing: more induftrious; their landsare
~ alittle better cultivated, and their manu-

factures of ‘all kinds improvirg. . Their
progrefs is indeed {low, butithey:are in
the (right road, and every laft ftep is an
encouragement to proceed. - Yet, as even
a little :addition of wealth, to them who
have lived long in:extreme  poverty, is
apt to in{pire them 'with infolence and
vanity, perhaps the  Irith; influenced by
fuch motives, may hereafter ‘unwifely re-
fufe. an Union, “if offered to them; and
certainly it will never be a wife meafure
to force them to acceptit. The people
of Great Britain are too fincerely the
friends of liberty to attempt it ; and the

Infh areof too warm'a fpirit tamely to
{fubmit to i, although refiftance would
be theirruin. May the good providence
of God, which watches over the happi-
nefs of thefe nations, forbid even a thought

of it !
X
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Tet us ﬁow “confider what advan tages
the Trith may 'prOriﬁ{Jeifthemfclvés, by -an
Union. * Let them, then;: imagine “their
country, “within a few years, improved
in-the number of its inhabitants, in the
health of its climate, in the cultivation
of its'lands, in a degree of riches and
plenty, which they muft not’expeét in
ages, according to their ‘prefent meafures
of improvement. Let them fee their low-
eft natives reclaimedfrom ignorance and
fuperftition, and animated with fentiments
of liberty, which do: honour to human
nature, as well as beft fecure its happ-
nefs. Let'them fee their ports opened to
the trade of the world, and their: thips
going abroad with their own manufac-
tures, ‘and returning with the bleflings
which providence hath divided to diffe-
rent countries, as if with defign to pro-
mote ‘an univerfal' commerce 'of good of-
fices- among mankind, for their mutual
happmefs. If ambition have any: effect
upon them, let them {feize this opportu-
nity of entering into the affairs of Europe;
of having an honourable’ thare in deter-
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mining the fate of othcx p.ar;xons, and fix-
\ing their own for ever.;,.
... At prefent Ireland hath no charaﬁ:er,
not even a name, in the, affairs of Europc
Her little regaha, hcr P'lrllaments a,nd
their debates, are con_ﬁrg.led, W}Ihm their
own kingdom., And, however the gen-
tlemen of Ireland may love, to talk of
freedom and independence ;. however
warm- they are /in their fentiments of
liberty ; yet thefe fentiments (although
hereafter they may be of ufe to the great
caufe of liberty in general) with regard
to them are purely, imaginary. No na-
tion is truly free, that cannot refent the
anfuilts and repel the violence of her enc-
mies: but Ireland hath really no being,
-as a nation ; neither demeftic trade, nor
foreign influence, but under the protec-
‘tion of Great Britain. Should fhe with-
draw that protection, Ireland muft fall
‘a prey to the firft invader, without even
the power of chufing herfelf a mafter.

When Ireland confiders her own po-
verty, fhe muft naturally be alarmed at
the names of taxes, cuftoms, and excife :



¢ % )

but Tet het recollet; that although fhe
thould be obhged to pa “all duties. of
import and’ éxfsort ‘equally 'with Great
Britain, y’et the " {m of the ddtxes of ‘ex-
portation will alwa)ls be’ prropoi*troned to
her” dégre€ of trade, which will {uffici-
‘ently énabIe her to' pay theém, and ‘that
thofe of importﬁmbn WlH m a éreat rhea!fuﬂ:
_'dcpéﬂd upon herfel! Lats |

All duties, i’ frcnefal ‘of 1mp0rtat1on,
‘miay be dividéd into thofe upon \goods
‘that contribute to Tuxusy, uhd ' thofe of
which ‘we have the Yfaine kin&, although
in' 1efs perfe&mﬂ ma{mfa&urcd in our
“ownl' country Ve might frugally live
‘without thofe of the ﬁ'r{t fort): fuch as
w ines @ '01' mwht i jart fupply the
‘“want of’them ‘at home s ‘or, as they are
‘generally ﬂ:d) only* by the rich, the-pay-
“triefft of thefiiis a tak only upon folly-and
‘E*{travagaﬁcé “"T'hefecond kind of duties
s laid "uﬁc)n the inportation of goods, in
{fome ‘meifure necefTary, {fuch as filks, vel-
‘yets, &c. but-whieh;- in tolerable perfec-
fion, mdy “be (manufactured “at home.
“The” déifies wpon this kind can mever be
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laid too highlothat the peos ofsheiconn-
try may-be employed; andhhs . vich A,
be punithed for their- mawqm et~
raging foreign manufadutes.cs som s
. From hence it-is, mmrfﬁ@g-ﬁha& ithhki@
will thave it in their-@Wn POWEE:: insfome
meafure, to fix the grofs fumof their duties
of impottations:'nor. ean they even,be
greatly opprefiive, ‘but by their own ex-
treme  wickednefs and folly: o hel famme
teafoning is<equally Juﬁ mthmﬁgard 1o
thmieRoifeacs 23 o1 oradTmgilor vl 19s
We mlght here congratul ate the: Imh
iponsonerdaty; whichy/itidsshoped, may
effectuatiybput a ftopito theid ruinous trade
wtthﬁ*ihme,,aml;amamibaﬂnaﬁm aprqhxr
bition'of (Frenely »imes.:; Thewr landsovwill
foon be better'employed, thaiin grazing
cattle for foreign exportations o what-
ever they fhdll think' proper. to teed for
that parpote, befides what may he:mecef-
fary for our own'colohics, - Jamaica and
the I.eeward Hlands, the drench will be
@bhged ‘to purchafe agitheio own price.

‘Whereas, at prefent, theyl not onlyfend

.thw beef, and butter, and money,but it is
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to be feared, even their wool; for a' moft
deftructive commodity. Such trade is not’
merely unprofitable. It is permcmus in'
a moral, as- well as mercantxle fenfe.
Wines, in large quantities, are 1ot a fim-
ple' commodity.. ‘They bring with. them
every excefs of luxury, riot, and difeafes.
And' although the gentlemen of Ireland
will lofe many jovial hours of mirth and
good humour, yet we think too highly of
their patriotifm to doubt, that they will
cheerfully refign them to the good of their
country. - k
But however'the duties of nnport and
export may be rated, the land:-tax, the
moft formidable of all others, will be laid
according to the prefent valuation of land;
confequently the raifed rents, which may
be juftly expeéted from an Union, will
never be habletobe taxed. ' Yet asno pub-
lic benefit, however great, fhould be pur-
chafed, without abfolute neceffity, by do-
‘mg mjury.to private perfons, there is ofie
particular diftrefs, which. deferves to be
 lconfidered. . There are fome eftates jin
Jreland, which arelet upon leafes of lives,
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renewable for ever; confequently, ,whats
ever advantages the tenants may gain by
an Union, the landlord will be obliged to,
pay the' land-tax, without being able to
rwfc the income of his. eftate. -

- Ameéng other fchemes to redrefs fuch
grievances; the following may meritiome
regard.  The crowa-rents, and quitcrents,
whxch thefe eftatesalready pay,.and which
are'in truth a land-tax, although under
another name, may be remitted.  But
fuch diftreffes as this are inconfiderable.
It is mentioned only to fhew, with how
much equity this great {cheme may be
executed. :

It was not mtcnded in this paper to pro-
pofe aly plan of equalities, upon which
an Union might* be formed. They may,
without difficulty; be fairly and equitably
{tated. The writer intended only to fhew
how defirable, how equally adyantage-
ous fuch @ meafure may be to both nations.
Let him, however, be forgiven, if he pre-
fume, though with all due modetty, to
offer hisfentiments upon a very delicate
part of his fubje@, that .of bringing the
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Lordsof Ireland into'the Britith Parliament.
When - the number ﬂmfﬂl be fixed,  which
can only ‘be done bya feale of equalities
formed on'a pmpuman of taxes, let them
not be elected ‘every parhamenb, “as " the
Peers of Scotland are.  If his Majefty fhall
be gracioufly pleafed to' confentto it let
the honour of fitting in the Britith. Houfe
of 'Peers, with all other: privileges of the
Peerage, be granted forlife to the perfons
firft chofeny in their own country, whether
they be chofen there by ballot or election.
When' ‘any  of i thern dies, let another be
appointed ‘in the fame nianner.. . Fhus all
inconveniences of ‘frequent elections, dif-
putes;’ quarrels, animofities, will be; in a
great’ meafore, avbided.!0 The Peers of
Ireland will beé moreturited with tholerof
Great Brifaitt ; they will come ' éver  inde-
pendetit 6f the caprice, ‘refentments; and
inconftaneéy "of ‘their eléctors ; they will
brmg*'wrgh them {uch’ unbiaffed; uninflu-
“f:ncké‘iehtiments‘ as arc worthy t)f aBrmlh
Parliafient, ! -

YBut, indeed, there is httfle apprchcnﬁoﬂ
that_they will bring with them any otler
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fentimentsof loyalty anid liberty than thofe
upon whicli/alirnited monarchy is founded.
There is, in general this difference between
th*c fabje&ts- of'the two kingdoms, that

the ‘proteftants of Ireland are more clear
ahd' tihﬁ‘l‘ix%fd ‘in‘their zeal for the prefent
goveﬁimeﬁb “Their loyak*y to ‘their Prifce
and their love of their - ‘country,’ are yet
antainted “with that unhappy diftinétion
between: court and ‘country<-T had almoft
faid, that'unmeaning diftinétion. A prince,
who 'knows ‘our conftitution; if not irri-
tated by an unhappy malignant’ oppofi-
tlon to his mcafures, Ia‘l‘t'dﬂ*fv:: people, if
ot enflamed by ‘the badiadts of a few de-
figning, ' ambitious, turbulent {pirits, il
eafily diftinguifh, “and £naturally puriue,
the public’ good. ' Their' interefts are
truly infeparablé: They  thould not be
fuppofed ‘capablé of being divided; and
ought not to be" d1ﬁ1’ngui{hed away by
party ot Bj’ facions. Atleaft it is a con-
tradiction to the principles of patriotifm,
cc1ta‘mly‘ to thofe of libefty, to enlift in
a''party”dgainft the court; to think *it
a' breach of en‘oagements ever to imagine

5 byrs
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i right an ts meafures, or give a vote in
its favour. ~As af his Majefty werc. the
only, petfon-in-his, dominions, incapable of
knowing his;own interefts;, and - his Mi-
rafters- were.always moft, infallibly. cither
weak or-wicked.. -May we not hope that
the gentlemen of Ireland, 1who. fhall be
chofen into either. houfe of  Parliament,
as .they will come, difengaged and, unbi-
alled; will have fome influencg in, preyent-
mg- the: fatal “confequences, of thefe uns
happy divifions—this wunecsflary fpirit of
oppofition ? 0 gquednu ns vd boiss

- Let us. now acknowledge that..there
i one difficulty,. in the ;execution . of
this great plan, which yet feeins infupera-
ble. For, if no | private; fingle perfon
thould be injured. for the fake of whatewer
advantages to the public, it is with infi-
nite concern,we mention ' a moft venera-
ble body of men, the right reverend the
Lords Bifhops of Ireland, as likely to fuf-
fer 'moft eflentially by an. Union, and
without any poffible equivalent to be
paid them. Even the public. good muft
fuffer with them. To their eloquence in
the Houfe of Lords of Ireland, to their

+ ]
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wifdom, that nation is in a great.meafure
indebted for all the falutary laws made
there. .- They would, undoubtedly, bring
with them into a Britith Heunfe of Peers,,
the fame wifdom, the fa;me eloquence and
integrity ; but 1t were an outrage to their
facred charaéter, to propofe bringing :hcq;
{o far from the better bufinefs of their holy
function,, as it would be cruelty to.expoie
them to, voyages and journies,. h,a.;&rdous
and fatiguing. 1 doubt not that, in a juit
contempt of the. yanities of th.\s world,

they will gladly reﬁgn thefe. troublefome ‘

offices of greatnefs, which their, ch.hcncc
to.the laws alone. cgqld oblige, thﬁm to
aceepty apd 11,(3:"e.:1f11;§_1'w -place. their . true
dignity. in adorning the dociies of the-Gofpel
by . the. mﬁucnc%,qf their example and
preaching. - . -t
Other' difficulties may probably arife,
m forming, and fome in executing a plan
of fuch extent. But, when we c-onﬁdcr
in how fhort a time the Union with Scot-
land was brought to perfection, in oppo-
fition to-a national dillike to it, an ancicnt
antipathy between the kingdoms, a total



( 28 )
differenice ‘of laws, teligion; cuttoriisyand
imaners; we' fhould 6t e difcourdseid
faomimeﬁaﬁsng@khm i whiich fione
of “thefe diffienlties appear ;  whiieh! ym
mifes” fieh ‘advantdges ' to' both adtions,
and fo'much greater than' either ¢4ns ens
joy inafeparate fhates] o) s wsido bosor

“Not "thdt ‘we fiedn' 'to feprefent it as
entitély free from diffictilty. ' It weéuld fiot
then do'that honot, ~hich will’ éontlmre
as long as the bené'ﬁ‘és‘i'f ﬂlall.‘p-roéute,
the perfbns‘ who fhalk ‘carry it inte'execus
tion. In'truth, it requires.men’ of abilities
and probity § 'of €léar, difpaffionate wém:
pers’; %o’mn meet together witlha mititual
fpirit ‘of condefcerifion’ ‘and “compliance
with circumftancesaind necefities on'either
fide ; “who ¢an fo far throw off the partial
affections and prejudices of huiin® ha-
tire, &s to ook 1‘1[:?011 ‘both'’ Kirigdoms
as their common ‘country, for whofé wel-
fare” they “fhould bé equally - zealows.io
Clamours, fefentments, " and rcproaches
they muft-expect’ from Ithe populide’ of
both fiations; for-a fcheme of this ki is
o0 drae, and of too great a variety of patts
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for thie generality of sprople ta!take in at
one view. Befides, perfons ofipartial e
tetefis, difaffecved fpirits; and | weak:. un-
derftandings,; which are generally! joined
swith fwarmer temnpers, will find-abundant
oecafion to ‘mifreprefent iemgaed aed of
i swever; ilets us, on thé:contrary, e+
eslled, that there never was=—there pro-
bably neverowvilb bea: time anoxé: proper
for/exceuting it. - We .are at!peace with
the whole “wofld ;! and his Majelty, hath
affured us, that he hath recéived from all
the Cbntra&mg;Powiers;: in the definitive
treatylof Aix-la-Chapelle,  the moit full
and iclear declarations of  their relolution
topreferve the general peace : no, foreign
-poﬁrtr-xhill;s theréfore, interrupt or hinder
‘the progrefs ok iBundCherie, 51 visin
_17This is a refledtion of fuch importance,
“tHat, if France had confidered how much
Her! iriterefts were co;itefned s or, Jather,
‘tind niot ther wholei forces been engaged 1n
oppofifig the great Duke. of Marlborongh
~—had (he'thrown even a fmall bady. of
men: into. Scotland, when the Union was
@'@t&d there—ihe would, _l;a.fg eji_f_eéh.}-
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ally, for that timey, and perhaps forlever,

preventediito caolisy b Sk &
Letusaddthat there never wasaperiod of
time wheii Great Britain was more at peace
within herfelf—furelyof more confequenice
to her happinefs; than to-be at peace with
the whole world. ‘The late rebellion hath
convinced -the nation: in ' general,  how
much’ the ‘prefervatien: of our religion;
property, liberty, and laws, depends upon
the prefervation of his:Majefty and -his
Royal Famiily.: 100l o 4, 5 b |
The writer of ithis paper would not
flatter, even a king; nor would he pre-
fume to praife him, if he could avoid it.
—Some charaers and perfons are really
above ‘praife. Were it not, therefore,
abfolutely neceflary to our {ubject; we
would net prefume to fay, that his Ma-
jefty 1s equally the father of all his
people, and equally concerned for their
common happinefs. - To his probity as an
honeft man—r#he #obléft work of God, ac-
cording to an expreflion of Mr. Pope—
the happinefs and interefts ' of ' nations
~might be intrufted. ‘What good effects
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sy e Tpromifcbooatves i Wik
may « we~ not ' promife’-6 es ' ift ‘thi
great affaif,“from hisjultice; integrity, and
love for His pecple ? - Upon “his' choiet
of ¢ommiiffioners,. the fuccels of it wilkin
fome méifiire ‘depend ; and, -happily*#ér
us, there never was afet of men in both
kingdoms better qualified for this great
work. And, although the prefent Mi-
niftry have given peace to Europe ;—al-
though they have reftored to this nation
its * ancient friendthip and good corre-
{pondence with Spain, which neither the
treaties of twenty years, nor a long ex-
penfive war could recover ; although they
have already made, and are continuing to
make a fuccefsful and happy progrefs
the reduion of the intereft of the na-
tional debt ; yet,all thefe great things only
make us expeét yet greater. The prefent
{cheme is truly worthy of their abilities ;
and, fince fame is the nobleft reward in
this world for virtue, next to its own con-
fcioufnefs of well-doing, let them be affured
befides the gratitude of the prefent age, 1

#* See the King’s Speech.
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