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A P R O P O S A L ,

& c . & c . & c .

T l I E  firft principle of all fcbemes 
offered to the public is their general utility. 
T h is  alone ihould claim a candid and 
impartial, if not a favourable attention. 
Upon this principle, let the following 
fcheme be tried ; nor does the perfon, who 
propofes it, wiih it may i'ucceed on any 
other. He truly thinks, and hopes he ihall 
be able to prove, tha t it will produce to 
both nations many more and greater 
advantages, than  either can enjoy until 
they ihall be united. But before he 
attempts to enumerate thefe advantages, 
it may be neceffary to give a clear and 
certain idea of the Union he propofes.

He does not, therefore, mean a federal 
and partial Union, but a complete and
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perfect incorporation of the two king­
doms, infeparably and perpetually united ; 
formed into one Government, under the 
fame King, and the fame laws ; reprefented 
by the fame Parliament ; enjoying the fame 
privileges and immunities; confined by the 
iame reitrictions, prohibitions, and regula­
tions in trade ; having the fame alliances, 
the fame enemies ; and paying an equal 
proportion of taxes, cuitoms, excife, both 
in peace and war ; that in all initances they 
may become one people in affection as well 
as intereft. And, however unequal Great 
Britain and Ireland really are, or may be 
fuppoíed to be, in every circumftance of 
wealth, power, and commerce, they may be 
joined, through all their parts, in one great 
whole, by a fair fcale of equivalents and 
proportions; as two merchants, of very 
unequal -property and dii’proportioned 
debts, may enter into partnerlhip of profit 
and lofs in trade. Perhaps, among all the 
works of nature, there never were two 
bodies perfectly equal in bulk, weight, and 
figure; certainly never among the works 
of art, as all political bodies are. But that 
bodies molt unequal may, with mutual
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advantage, be united, there are number left 
inftances, both  in nature and-art.

Let us now endeavour to prove, tha t by the 
Union we propoie, a new national intereft 
may-be formed, productive to both nations 
of more numerous and greater benefits 
than  either o f them  can feparately enjoy.

T h e  principal objefts of the attention 
of Great Britain are the proteftant religion 
in general ; her own prelcnt eflabhihment, 
ecclefiaftical and civil ; and the prefervation 
of that balancé of power among the n a­
tions of Europe, which can alone maintain 
their com m on liberty. L et us now con- 
fider, w hat advantages ihe can propoie to 
herfelf with regard to the firft of thel'e, the 
proteftant religion, by her Union with 
Ireland.

T heprefent inhabitants of that illand are 
computed at lomewhat lels than two mil­
lions; but, w e r e  it cultivated, as it certain­
ly would be under the influence of an 
Union, it would be capable of maintaining 
at leaft fix millions; and confequently, 
according to the political maxim, th.it 
numbers of inhabitants are the wealth of 
a nation, it would become three time>
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richer than it is at prefent. This maxim, 
it is confeiTed, like another among the 
learned, who tell us, that a number of 
words arc the riches of a language, mufk 
be underftood in a reftrained fenfe. It 
muft necelTarily mean, that thefe inhabi­
tants are honeft, frugal, and induilrious ; 
for a number of idle, extravagant, dillio- 
neil people, is the ruin of a country,— as a 
number of words, if not expreiftve, harm o­
nious and precife, rather opprefs a language 
with a luperfluity of founds, than enrich 
it with abundance and variety.

But we arc told, that the Irifh natives, 
who are a great majority of the prefent 
inhabitants, are an idle, lazy generation ; 
fo perverilv, obilinately idle, tha t the 
encouragements of an Union, and the 
examples of induilry among the foreigners 
who might fettle in the country, would be 
Joit upon them. T h e  charge of idlenefs 
is acknowledged ; bu t we cannot acknow­
ledge that it is abfolutely, like fome nati­
onal difeafes, incurable.

N o people arc by nature either idle or 
induilrious beyond the neceflîties of life. 
W h at we call conveniences (generally a
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larger term for luxury) add a new (pint 
to labour, and encourage us to bear the 
fatigue that enables us to purchafe them. 
T he  Hollanders, opprelled and enflated 
by the Spaniih tyranny, had little of that 
fpirit of induttrv, which hath  fince made 
them the moil powerful republic in the 
world. But, w ithout relying upon exam ­
ples, we may venture to ailert, as a maxim 
founded in hum an nature, tha t man will 
never work for man, it he does not find his 
own proper advantage by his labour.

If this reafoning appear juif, let us apply 
it to the prelent ftate of Ireland. A very 
large proportion of the lands there is let 
from year to year, or rather is held at the 
will and pleafure of the landlord: if he 
will not take the trouble of letting his eitate 
in little parcels himfelf, which however is 
often done, he gets what is called a fubitan- 
tial farmer, who venturouily takes five or 
fix hundred acres. Thefe are too many 
for his little ftock to manure, to plow, or 
to graze. He therefore divides them, and 
lets fonie of them to poor cottagers. T hus 
the landlord receives his rent; the farmer 
gets a moderate lubfiftence i the farm, in

( 5 )



general, is uncultivated ; and the poor cot­
tager is oppreffed. He ufually pays thirty 
(hillings a year for his houfe of clay, with a 
garden, fo it is called, for his cabbages 
and potatoes, his only food ; and in pro­
portion for a little land to graze a cow, or 
perhaps half a dozen iheep. T he rent of 
his wretched tenement he pays in labour, 
at five or fix pence a day ; while his only 
fecurity for the next year’s poilellion, is—  
not to improve his miferable farm, or feem 
to grow rich in the cleanlinefs, or cloth­
ing, or food of his family. If Providence 
hath  not created fome nations to ilaverv. 
.—and the very fuppofition is impiety,—  
furely no people will labour upon fuch 
terms ! W ill not hum an nature refont 
fuch treatment?— It were a very contem p­
tible being, if it did not.

However, from this manner of acting^ 
there are, generally (peaking, but two ranks 
of people in Ireland,— the very rich, and 
the very poor: from hence, the two
extremes, perhaps not to be found in any 
other country, of luxury and poverty. Rut, 
when the Union fhall increafe the number 
of inhabitants, the landlord will not be

( 6 )



under a neceffity of letting a greater num ­
ber of acres, than  the farmer is able to cul­
tivate. W h en  he ihall find it his mtereft to 
g ran t longer leales ; when the poor natives 
ilia.ll be reftored to the natural right ot 
hum an kind, a property in their own labour ; 
it there be not fome phyfical cauies of idle- 
nefs in their climate, they will iurely be­
come as mduftrious as their neighbours 
of Great Britain.

As the benefits of trade will probably 
encourage foreigners to fettle in Ireland ; 
io merchants and manufacturers, being 
proteilants, fhould be invited by a general 
naturalization. T h e  Popiih intcreit there 
■would then become inconfidcrable, and 
Ireland would in a few years be a Pro- 
teftant nation. W hen, in the lpirit of 
religious liberty, they ihall have thrown 
of the vokc of tranfubftantiation and the 
Pope’s infallibility, they will at the fame 
time difclaim the no lefs bold ablurdity 
and contradiction to common fenfe—  
tha t of hereditary right and paljive obedi­
ence. T hus will they, at once, become 
the difciples of the pureft Church that pio* 
fefles the do6trincs of Chrift, and iubjects

- ( 7 )



of the belt conftitution of Government 
that ever blellcd mankind. How great a 
iupport they will be to each, we need not 
fay : only this the fame ftrength, which 
would thus apparently maintain the prefent 
eftabliihment of Great Britain in Church 
and State, would certainly with equal zeal 
engage in defence of the Proteftant religion 
in general, and the liberties of Europe.

A great objeétion againft the fettlement 
o f foreigners in Ireland, is, the unhealthinefs 
o f the climate : but, as the bogs, which 
occafion this formidable objection, were 
once firm land, fo when the natural drain 
for the water upon which they lie can be 
found, they will fink again to their proper 
foil, and become as fruitful as any other 
part of the ifland. T he Sun draws its 
vapours from this unwholefome mixture 
o f  earth and water; thofe vapours fall again 
in alinoft perpetual milts and rains ; fo that 
the inhabitants of that part of the country 
may be faid to breathe water. But, when 
thefe bogs ihall be wholly reclaimed (a 
neceiTary good effect to Ireland of a Union) 
the Sun will draw a far lefs quantity of 
vapours, and thofe from a cultivated foil,

( 8 )
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which impregnates the air with particles of 
h e a l th .  A fufficient progrefs hath  been 
already made to infure the ííiccefs of the 
whole ; and not without fume confiderable 
effect upon the climate. W h en  this great 
work can be brought to perfection, and 
the lands o f Ireland univerlâllv cultivated, 
we may venture to fay, it will be as healthy 
a country as any in Europe ; ei'pecially as 
it is more temperate than any other with 
regard to heat and cold.

Another very popular objection there is 
againft the Union, that Ireland would foon 
rival Great Britain in her moit valuable 
branches of trade. He feems to me to 
know very little of the circumitances of 
either nation, who pretends to compute 
in w hat century this dreaded rivalihip may 
happen. Ireland, it isçonfeifcd, is much 
improved, but, if compared to England, 
her lands mav truly be faid to be itill un­
cultivated, and her manufactures un im ­
proved. Her ports, which nature hath 
opened to the trade of aimait the whole 
world, are not known even to the natives, 
excepting thole who live in the neighbour­
ing counties. Indeed, it would be greatly
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ufeful to the general navigation of Europe, 
to have a chart of the weftern coait of 
Ireland, and its harbours.

But allowing this formidable objcétion 
of rivalfhip to be juft, which it certainly 
is not, of what confequence will it be to the 
great whole, in what part of the united 
kingdoms any particular branch of trade 
fhall fiouriih? W h a t matters it, for in- 
ftance, and that the popular inftance, 
whether the woolen manufacture continue 
in the weft, or whether it travel northward 
as it really does, or whether it ihall go to 
Ireland, when united to Great Britain ?

W e are not ignorant how difagreeable 
this language will be to the common people 
of Great Britain in general, and Specially 
to fome particular Counties in England. 
But, if it be the language of truth, let us 
not be afraid to l'peak it. W e are not 
■propofing a partial Union. W e do not 
write to any let of people, whofe private 
interefts will engage them againft the mea- 
fure we propolë : we are not fanguine
enough even to hope for their approbation, 
or fo ignorant of human nature, as to 
expect it. Our only defign is the public



jrood, the m utual advantage b f both King­
doms ; while we write only to them, who 
arc able, impartial, diiinterefted judges of 
this great fcheme; fome of whom jr.ay 
probably be appointed to carry it into exe­
cution. W e  trull, they will have abilities 
to anfwer all real objections, and ipirit 
enough to defpile a mccrly popular cla­
mour. T o  them we may w ithout apprc- 
henfion repeat, that it is matter of pure 
indifference in w hat part ot the united 
Kingdoms, any particular branch or trauc
{hall flouriih.

But the people need not be alarmed.
T h e  fa& is not yet become a matter o f de­
pute ; and to prevent all future apprehen- 
iions, we ihall endeavour to prove, that 
whatever trade Ireland ihall gain by an 
Union, will not be gained from Great 
Britain, but from other Countries, hefc 
ïivals in trade, or her natural enemies.

J,et us then fuppofe the trade of the 
whole W orld  divided into twenty parts. 
L et us fuppofe (a very large fuppofition 
in favour of Great Britain) that lhe hath 
five of theie parts. W ill it not plainly 
follow, that Ireland will gain a proportion
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of three fourths from other countries, and 
only one from Great Britain. Let us then 
compute the great additional duties, which 
Ireland muft pay for the liberty of trade, 
and it will clearly appear how coniidera- 
bly Great Britain muft gain by this dread­
ed article of an Union.

If indeed ihe were able alone to fupply 
every foreign market with her Woolen 
Manufactures; if  no other nation had alrea­
dy, or might hereafter take from her any 
part of it ; lhe would then very wifely for­
bid Ireland to meddle with it. But iince 
the Dutch and the French have already a 
great ihare of it, and are every year gain­
ing yet greater; iince there is a larger 
demand in foreign markets, than Great 
Britain can poiliblv fupply ; were it not 
worthy of her wifdom to give, at leaft, 
fome part of it to Ireland? T h e  Jrilh 
would, in truth, only become her factors ; 
fince all their wealth, after a little circula­
tion at home, would certainly .fix a t la f t in  
Great Britain.

T he French have already got poífeffion 
of the Turkey woolen trade," nor is it laid 
in the fpirit of prophecy, that it will never
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be recovered, until the Iriih, whether uni­
ted or ununited, be permitted to m anu­
facture and export their wool for that 
purpofe.

But, in tru th , this branch of trade feems 
to be loft for ever. Even the Iriih, with 
all their advantages, will not be able to 
recover it. T h e  French are much better 
fituated. T heir port of Mari'eilles opens 
to the main ocean, and they fail oireétly 
to Turkey. T he voyage from Ireland, 
without reckoning accidents of wind and 
weather, is at leaft five weeks longer ; cortfe- 
quently the French go fo much cheaper, 
and fo much earlier to market. However, it 
would greatly diftrefs them, were the Irifh 
allowed to manufacture their wool ; fince 
it would effectually flop that unhappy prac­
tice of running it, by which the French 
trade is in a great meaiure fupported.

But in a far more valuable branch of the 
woolen manufacture, that o f fluffs and 
camblets, the French a few years ago 
were able to underfell the Britiih merchant 
in Portugal. This trade was wholly loft. 
T h e  Iriih attempted it, and, in fpite of ali 
prohibitions effectually recovered it, and

( 13 )
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even at this time poffeis it, although appa­
rently at the great difcount of 1 6 per cent, 
to maintain it. This is not meer reafoning ; 
it is more ; it is matter of fa£t, and the con- 
feq\iences attending it are equally manifeft 
as the fa il  i tie If, and equally iTiew how very 
far from rivaliliip, how greatly ferviceable 
Ireland may be to Great Britain, if ihe 
were allowed fome part of this trade.

But when Ireland fhall know her true 
intereil, ihe will not employ her people in 
the woolen trade, beyond her own home 
eonfumption, nor fuffer fuch extended 
tracts of her belt land to lie uncultivated 
in iheep walks. She will rather improve 
and extend her linen manufacture, as far 
more profitable, and in which ihe would 
probably foon excel the whole world. 
This alTcrtion may require fome proof.

Let us therefore fuppofe a thoufand 
acres of land (locked with iheep ; let us 
compute the Ioffes by death, with all ex- 
penfes of ihepherds, iheering, dreffing, 
fpinning, weaving, dying, preffing, the 
wool they produce : Let us again fuppofe 
the fame number of acres manured and 
cultivated for flax; let us compute the
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expenfe- of dreííiug, fpinning, weaving, 
whitening : and, when we carry them bo th  
to market, we ihall find the linen will pro­
duce at ieaft two thirds more than, the 
woolen cloth.

Yet in whatever degree, or in whatever 
manner, Ireland ihall increafe her wealth, 
we ihall find a large proportion of it annu­
ally coming to Great Britain. T h e  h it o f 
her abientees is already very numerous. 
T h e  funis expended here by her people o f 
bufineis, or her people of idle nefs» and by 
her youth for education, are confiderable. 
But if we fuppofe the Lords and Com­
mons, chofen to be her representatives in 
Parliament, reildingherc perhaps the whole 
year, certainly during the Sellions, with 
their wives, children, and domeftics ; if we 
compute the numbers, w hom bufinefs and 
whom pleafure (as they will then have 
no Court or Parliament in Dublin^ will 
bring over hither, we ihall be convinced 
how large a part of the treaiures of that 
kingdom will annually come hither, w ith ­
out any poffibility of returning. Even the 
taxes, to be remitted hither, will make 
no inconfiderable addition to the account.



In  what proportion Ireland may be 
iuppoled capable of paying her fhare of 
the common taxes, muft be left to 
the. wil’dom and integrity of the perfons, 
whom his Majcfty ihall pleafe to appoint 
in each kingdom, to make a fair and 
equitable calculation. But it is apparent, 
that, even immediately, upon the very 
firft good Gffects of an Union, ihe will be 
able to pay a confiderable portion of the 
neceflary, annual expenfes of the Govern­
ment. T hus Great Britain will be greatly 
relieved under the weight and preflure of 
her taxes : She may be enabled to iupport 
another war, when the ambition or injus­
tice of her neighbours ihall make it ne- 
ceflary.

Even thefe reafons, for it would be tedi­
ous to enumerate more, may convince us, 
how advantageous an Union will be to 
Great Britain. Every reader, in propor­
tion to his abilities, will find other a rgu ­
ments, and fome, perhaps, better. W e 
ihall only mention on&more, to prove 
that this is the proper time for propofing 
it.

( î6 )



T he Irifh, by a late ipirit of improve­
ment, and an emulation of induftry, en* 
couraged by premiums, however incon-r 
fiderable in themfelves, are increafing the 
wealth o f the nation. T h e  natives are 
growing more induftrious ; their lands are 
a little better cultivated, and their m anu­
factures o f  all kinds improving. . Their 
progrefs is indeed flow, but they are in 
the right road, and every laft ftep is an 
encouragement to proceed. Yet, as even 
a  little addition o f wealth, to them who 
have lived long in extreme poverty, is 
ap t to infpire them with infolence and 
vanity, perhaps the Irifh, influenced by 
fuch motives, may hereafter unwifely re- 
fufe an Union, if offered to them ; and 
certainly it will never be a wife meafure 
to force them to accept it. T h e  people 
o f  Great Britain are too fincerely the 
friends of liberty to attem pt it ; and the 
Iriih are of too \Varm a fpirit tamely to 
fubmit to it, although refinance would 
be their ruin. May the good providence 
of God, which watches over the happi- 
nefs of thefe nations, forbid even a thought 
o f it !
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I * t  us now confider what advantages 
the Triih may promife themielvcs, by an 
Union. Let them, then, imagine their 
Country, within a few years, improved 
in the number of its inhabitants, in the 
health of its climate, in the cultivation 
of its lands, in a degree of riches and 
plenty, which they muft not expe£t in 
ages, according to their prefent meafures 
of improvement. Let them fee their low- 
eft natives reclaimed from ignorance and 
fuperftition, and animated with fentiments 
of liberty, which do honour to human 
nature, as well as belt fecurc its happi- 
nefs. Let them fee their ports opened to 
the trade of the world, and their ihips 
going abroad with their own manufac­
tures, and returning with the bleffmgs 
which providence hath  divided to diffe­
rent countries, as if with defign to pro­
mote an univerfal commerce of good of­
fices among mankind, for their m utual 
happmefs. If ambition have any effect 
upon them, let them l'eize this opportu­
nity of entering into the affairs of Europe ; 
of having an honourable ihare in deter-
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mining the fate o f other nations, and fix­
ing their own for ever.

At prefent Ireland hath  no charadter, 
not even a name, in the affairs of Europe. 
Her little regalia, her Parliaments and 
their debates, are confined within their 
own kingdom. And, however the gen­
tlemen of Ireland may love to talk of 
freedom and independence ; however 
warm they are in their fentiments of 
liberty ; yet thefe fentiments (although 
hereafter they may be o f ufe to the great 
caufe of liberty in general) with regard 
to them are purely imaginary. N o  na­
tion is truly free, that cannot refent the 
infults and repel the violence of her ene­
mies : but Ireland hath  really no being, 
as a nation; neither domeitic trade, nor 
foreign influence, but under the protec­
tion of Great Britain. Should ihe w ith­
draw that protection, Ireland m uit fall 
a prey to the firit invader, w ithout even 
the power of chufing herielf a mailer.

W hen Ireland confiders her own po­
verty, ihe m uit naturally be alarmed at 
the names o f taxes, cuitoms, and exci/e :
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but let her recollect, that although fhe 
ihould be obliged to pay all duties of 
import and export equally with Great 
Britain, yet the fum of the duties of ex­
portation will always be proportioned to 
her dégreeí of trade, which will fufficr- 
ently enable her to pay them, and that 
thofe of importation will in a great meafure 
depend upon herfelf.

All duties, in-general, of importation, 
may be divided into thofe upon goods 
that contribute to luxury, and thofe of 
which we hâve the fame kind, although 
in lefs perfection, manufactured in our 
own country. W e might frugally live 
without thole of the firit fort, fuch as 
wines, &c~ or might in part fupply the 
w ant of them at home ; or, as they are 
generally ufed'only by the rich, the pay- 

' mcnt of them is a tax only upon folly and 
extravagance. T he  fécond kind of duties 
is laid upon the inportation of goods, in 
fome meafure neceffary, fuch as filks, vel­
vets, &c. but which, in tolerable perfec­
tion, may be manufactured at home. 
T h e  duties upon this kind can never be
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laid too high* -that the ofoU e\c#iri- 
try may he employed, and the rich iflfâ  
be puniihed for their luxury, in encou­
raging foreign m a n u f r & M r ^ s . . : 

From hence it is i n a n i t y  j^Tat the 
will have it in their pvrn po->rt;r, in 
meafurC', to  fix the groiÿ.iutn.of their duties 
of importation ; nor can they ever.lx: 
greatly oppreihve, but by their own ex­
treme wickednefs aud  ü)lly. T he l#oie 
reafoning is equally ju it with regard to
the excife. * ' ■

W e m ight here congratulate the I^iiU 
upon onerÜùty, which, it js hoped, ltiay 
efFcetuallyput a (top to their, ruinous ti-a îe 
with France, and .amount almolt to a prohi­
bition of; French wines. Their land* wiU 
loon be better employed, thaii in grazing 
cattle for foreign exportation; or w hat­
ever they ihall th ink  proper to feed for 
-that purpofe, bcfides what may be necei- 
fary for our own colonies, Jam aica and 
the Leeward I (lands, the French will be 
obliged to purchafc at their own price. 
Whereas, at prefent, they not only fend 
their beef, and butter, and money,.but it is



to be feared, even their wool, for a moft 
deftruftivc commodity. Such trade is not 
merely unprofitable. It is pernicious in 
a moral, as well as mercantile fenie. 
Wines, in large quantities, are not a Am­
ple commodity. They bring with them 
every excefs of luxury, riot, and difeafes. 
And although the gentlemen of Ireland 
will lofe many jovial hours of m irth and 
good humour, yet we think too highly of 
their patriotifm to doubt, that they will 
cheerfully refign them to the good of their 
country.

But however the duties of import and 
export may be rated, the land-tax, the 
m oft formidable of all others, will be laid 
according to the prefent valuation of land ; 
confequently the railed rents, which may 
be juftly expe&ed from an Union, will 
never be liable to be taxed. Y et as no pub­
lic benefit, however great, fhould be pur- 
chafed, without ablolute neceflky, by do­
ing injury to private perlons, there is one 
particular diftrefs, which deferyes to be 
confidered. There are fome eitates .u; 
Ireland, which are let upon leafes of lives.,

( 22 )
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renewable for ever; consequently, w hat­
ever advantages the tenants may gain by 
an Union, the landlord will be obliged to 
pay the land-tax, w ithout being able to 
raiie the income of his eftate.

Among other ichemes to redreis luch 
grievances, the following may merit iome 
regard. T he  crown-rents, and quitrrents, 
which theie citâtes-already pay, and which 
are in tru th  a land-tax, although under 
another name, may be remitted. But 
fuch diftreffes as this are inconfiderablc. 
It is mentioned only to ihew, with how 
m uch equity this great fcheme may be 
executed.

It was not intended in this paper to pro­
poie any plan of equalities, upon which 
an Union might be formed. '1 hey may, 
without difficulty, be fairly and equitably 
ftated. T he  writer intended only to ihew 
how defirable, how equally advantage* 
ous iuch a meaiure maybe to both nations. 
L e t  him, however, be forgiven, if he pre­
fume, though with all due modeity, to 
offer his fentiments upon a very delicate 
part of his i'ubject, that of bringing the



Lords of Ireland into the BritiihParliament, 
W hen the number ihall be fixed, which 
can only be done by a fcale of equ'alitiés 
formed on a proportion of taxes, let them 
not be eleéted every parliament, as the 
Peers of Scotland are. If his Majefty ihall 
be gracioufly pleafed to conlent to it, let 
the honour of fitting in the Britifh Houfe 
of Peers, with all other privileges of the 
Peerage, be granted for life to the perfons 
firft chofen in their own country7, whether 
they be chofen there by ballot or eleétion. 
W hen  any of them die?, let another be 
appointed in the fame manner. T hus all 
inconveniences of frequent electrons, dis­
putes, quarrels, animoiities, will be, in a 
great meaii'ire, avoided. T he Peers of 
Ireland will be more united with thofe of 
Great Britain ; they will come over inde­
pendent of the caprice, refcntments, and 
inconftaney of their electors ; they will 
bring with them fuch unbiased, uninflu­
enced- iëiitiments, as are worthy of a Britii h 
Parliament.

But, indeed, there is little apprehenfion 
that they will bring with them any other
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fentimentsof loyalty and liberty thanthofe 
upon which a limited monarchy is founded. 
T here  is, in general, this difference between 
the fubjeéts o f  the tw o kingdoms, that 
the proteftants of Ireland are more clear 
and unmixed in their zeal for the prefent 
government. T heir  loyalty to their Prince 
and their love pf their country, are yet 
untainted w ith tha t unhappy diftinétion 
between, court and country — I had almoit 
faid, tha t unm eaning diftin&ion. A prince, 
who knows our conftitution, if no t irri­
tated by an unhappy m alignant oppofi- 
tion to his meafures, and the people, if 
nót enflamed by the bad aóts of a few de­
f in in g ,  ambitious, turbulent fpirits, will 
eafily diftinguilh, and naturally purfue, 
the public good. Their interefts are 
truly infeparable : They ih-ould not be 
luppofed capable of being divided ; and 
ought not to be diftinguifhed away by 
party or by factions. At leait it is a con­
tradiction to the principles of patriotilm, 
certainly to thole of liberty, to enliit in 
a ’ party againft the co u r t;  to th ink it 
a  breach of engagements ever to imagine
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it right in its meafures, or give a vote in 
jts favour. As if hi? iMajeity were the 
only, perfon in his dominions, incapable of 
knowing his own interefls.; and his Mi- 
niilers were always moil infallibly either 
weak or wicked. May we not hope tha t 
the gentlemen of Ireland, who ihall be 
chofen into either houfe of Parliament, 
as they will come difengaged and unbi­
ased, will have fome influence in prevent­
ing the fatal confequences of thefe un ­
happy divifions—-this uunecçflary fpirit of 
oppoiition? ,

Let us now acknowledge that there 
is one difficulty, in the execution of 
this great plan, which yet fe’ems infupera- 
ble. For, if no private fmgle perfon 
thould be injured for the fake o f whatever 
advantages to the public, it is with infi­
nite concern we mention a moil venera­
ble body of men, the right reverend the 
Lords Biibops of Ireland, as likely to fuf- 
fer moil effentialiy by an Union, and 
without any pofiible equivalent to be 
paid them. Even the public good mull 
fuffer with them. T o  their eloquence in 
the Houfe of Lords of Ireland, to their
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■wii'dom, that nation is in a great meafure 
indebted for all the falutary laws made 
there. They would, undoubtedly, bring 
with them into a Britiih Houfe of Peers, 
the fame wiidom, the fame eloquence and 
integrity ; bu t it were an outrage to their 
iacred character, to propofe bringing them 
fo far from the better bufinefs of their holy 
funition* as it would be cruelty to expoic 
them to voyages and journies, hazardous 
and fatiguing. I doubt not that, in  a  ju lt  
contempt o f the vanities of this world, 
they will gladly refign theie troublefomc 
offices of greatnels, which their obedience 
to the laws alone could oblige them  to 
accept, and hereafter place their true 
dignity in adorning the doclnnesoj the Gofpel 
by the influence of their example and 
preaching.

Other difficulties may probably arifc, 
in  forming, and fome in executing a plan 
of fuch extent. But, when we coniider 
in how lhort a time the Union with Scot­
land was brought to perfection, in oppo- 
fition to a national diflike to it, an ancient 
antipathy between the kingdoms, a total
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différence of laws, religion, cúftóms,-artel 
manners,- we lliould not be difcourâg-ed 
from attempting a fcheme, in which rî'One 
of thefe difficulties appear ; which pro- 
mifes fuch advantages to both nations, 
and fo much greater than either can en­
joy in a ieparate ftate.

N o t that we mean to reorefent it as 
entirely free from difficulty. I t  would not 
then do that honor, which will continue 
as long as the benefits it fliall produce, to 
the perfons who fhâll carry it into execu­
tion. In tru th , it requires men of abilities 
and probity ; of clear, difpaffionate tem ­
pers ; w ho will meet together with a m utual 
fpirit of condefcenfion and compliance 
with circu mftances and neceffities on either 
fide ; who can fo far throw off the partial 
affeótions and prejudices of hum an na­
ture, as to look upon both kingdoms 
as their common country; for whofe wel­
fare they lïtould be equally zealous.—  
Clamours, refentments, ' and reproaches, 
they muft expect from the populace o f  
both nations ; for a fcheme of this kind is 
too large, and of too great a variety of parts



( )
for the generality of p ^ p l e  to take in at 
o n e  view. Beiides, perfons o f partial in­
térê ts , dii'afte&ed fpirits, and weak tm- 
derftandings, which are generally joined 
w ith warmer tempers, will find abundant
occafion to mifreprefent it.

. However, let us, on the contrary, re­
collect, tha t there never was-1—there pro­
bably never will be— a time moré proper 
for executing it. W e are a t peace \\ ith 
the whole world ; and his Majefty hath  
allured us, that he hath  received from all 
the Contracting’ Powers^ in the definite e 
•treatv of Aix-la-Chapelle, the moil full 
and clear declarations of their reiolution 
to preièrve the general peace : no.foreign 
power will, therefore, interrupt or hinder 
the progrefs of our Icheme.

This is a reflection of fucti importance, 
that, if France had confidered how much 
her inter efts were concerned ; or, rather, 
had not her whole forces been engaged in 
oppofing the great Duke of Marlborough
__ had /he th row n even a fmali body of
men into Scotland, when the Union was 
propofed there—íhe would have Cjfiectu-



ally, for that time** and perhaps for ever, 
prevented it.

Let usadd,that there never was a period of 
time Vi hen Great Britain was more at peace 
within herfelf—furel v of more confequence 
to her happineis, than to be at peace with 
the whole world. T he late rebellion hath 
convinced -the nation in general, how 
much the prefervation of our religion, 
property, liberty, and laws, depends upon 
the prefervation of his Majefty and his 
Royal Family.

T he  writer of this paper would not 
flatter, even a king ; nor would he pre- 
lume to praife him, if he could avoid it. 
— Some characters and perfons are really 
above praife. W ere it not, therefore, 
abfolutely neceifary to our fubject, we 
would not prefume to fay, that his Ma- 
jefty is equally the father of all his 
people, and equally concerned for their 
common happinefs. T o  his probity as an 
honeft man— the noblljl work o f  God, ac­
cording to an expreifion of Mr. Pope—  
the happinefs and intereits of nations 
m ight be intruited. W hat good effedts
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may we hot promifeJ otirfelves in this 
great affair!, frmvt hisjuftice, integrity, and 
love for his people ? Upon his choie^ 
o f  commiffioners, the 1'Uccefs of it will iii

f  •

" lbme mëafïtfe' depend ; and, happily for 
vis, there never was a let of men in both 
kingdoms better qualified for this great 
work- And, although the prelent Mi- 
niltry have given peace to Europe ;— al­
though they have reltored to this nation 
its * ancient friendihip and good corre­
spondence with Spain, which neither the 
treaties of twenty years, nor a long ex- 
penfive war could recover ; although they 
have already made, and are continuing to 
make a fuccefsful and happy progrefs in 
the reduction o f the intereft of the na­
tional debt ; yet, all theie great things only 
make us expeét yet greater. T he prelent 
icheme is truly worthy of their abilities ; 
and, fince fame is the noblelt reward in 
this world for virtue, next to its own con- 
fcioufnefs of well-doing, let them be allured 
befides the gratitude o f the prelent age, it

( 3* )
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•will be remembered to lateft pofterity, tha t 
the Kingdoms of Great Britain and Ire­
land were united, when G e o r g e  the 
Second was their King, and Mr. Pelham 
was Chancellor of the Exchequer.
l i l u d  n :  XJ9CQ i o  vs-tvi?v&v.
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