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THOUGHTS, &

HAVING a few Weeks ago, through
the medium of the Hibernian Journal, fug-
gefted fuch general Obfervations as had oc-
curred to me, tending to fhew the Impolicy
of an UNION between this Country and
England ; and it having been fince pretty
gencrally undertood; either that the
Meafure had never been entertained, or
was abandoned on the other fide of the
Water ; I had nearly difmiffed the f{ub-
ject from. my confideration : But the Re-
port of an Union again affailing our ears,
with /increafed Force and Authority, I
capnot refrain from obtruding myfelf a-
new upon the Public; not from a vain

imagination that I can produce any thing

A 2 worthy
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worthy of their attention, upon the fub- {
je&, but from a defire to provoke in others .
of greater Capacity, the Confideration.and ™
Difcuflion of a Queflion the moft/ i‘_’nt;f—
refting and important that evcr:oﬁ'en_‘:ﬁ itfelf
to the deliberation of any Kingdom, and

which involves nothing lefs ‘thafisthé pre- >
fent welfare and future deftinies @f.our Na-
tive Country. » 5 ,

T o
volf = 1 " h &

And in the firft pfage, the following'
Queftionsnaturally occur: What may be'the
caufe why this Country, | which while in=
confiderable in point ‘of Population, Agri-
culture, and Commerce, hath had a dif-
tinét and fepar‘ate Legiflature, fhould now,
with a Population of five millions of In-
habitants,” with™a moft flourithing Agri-
culture, with 'a greatly extended, and
ftill extending Commerce, refign its Legi~
flation “imto’ the hands of another Cé)un-
try 2 Why that meafure, which whilft
Ireland groaned under the Reftrictions on
her "Commerce, would have been rejected,
by her beft and wifeft Statefmen, thould:

be
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be reforted to at this time, when there is
no permanent impediment to the career
of her Profperity ?» If it be anfwered that

the prefent difturbed fituation of th.ts_
Country renders a meafure, herctofore i l;ﬂ.;_

cligible, expedient and defirable at pre-
fent ;—befides obferving that the tem porary
and accidental fituation of the Country,
can be no ground for adopting.a mea-
fure ‘of " fuch magmtude,:and novelty;
and irrevocable in its nature sl farther an-
{wer, ‘that'I can fee no go'rahei‘ﬁion be-
tween the evils which we deplore, and
the remedy propofed : either can I per-
ceive how the condition of this Country
in' point of internal tranquillity, would
be ‘influenced by ‘an Union of the two
Legiflatures.  Ifeland having obtained that
Commercial Liberty for which- an Union
was formerly confidered to be the Price, and
poflefling an.‘_'iirxd‘ependant "Legiflature, hath
nothing - to' bops from an Union with
England, mhich could not heal our Re-
ligious, Differences, nor extinguith the
Caufas, if any fuch exift, of well found-
%0 ed
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ed Difcontent in any particular; it would
indeed abforb the queftion of Parliamens
tary Reform, and together with™it, the
independence, the importance, ‘and the
dignity of the Country for ever.. N

Indeed it is truly and candidly admitted
by De Lolme, himfelf an Advocate for the
Union, in his Strictures:..on the State of
Ireland, ¢ that the/removal of thofe im-
politic commercial ‘reftrictions, and du-
abilities, which ‘were formerly laid upon
Ireland, and its confequent extenfion of
Trade, has entirely changed the ftate of
the queftion, with regard to the expe-
dience of an “Union between Great Bri-
tain and Ireland ; confequently the great-
eft part of the arguments ufed in fup-
port of it, previous to that =ra, as they
tended to prove the advantageous effects
to Ireland of fuch an enlargement of
'Trade, afflumed as a circumftance necef-
farily conne@ed with, and refulting from
the Union, are now inapplcable; as on

the other hand, the objections of thole
who
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who feared the pernicious confequences
to Great Britain, of allowing fuch unli-
mited Commercial Privileges to the Irith
as this Union would create; are equally
done away. The emancipation of the
Commerce of Ireland, has proved expe-
fimentally to the Advocates for the Quef-
tion, that many of thofe advantages which
they defcribed, can exift independent of
an Union; and to its Oppofers, that the
difadvantages apprehended from it to the
Trade of England, have been in a great
meafure imaginary *.”

As to the effe@ of an Union in bring-
ing Englith Capital into this Country ;—I
obferve, that Irith induftry and enter-
prize encouraged, have produced, and
will ftill continue to produce and augment
Capital ; and that Englith Capital, which
is by no means indifpenfable, will be
attratted only by the aflured tranquillity

¥ Strictures on Ireland, page 86. Printed for Sgo¢hdale.
Vet 4 miof
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of the Country; to Whlch hlfUHiﬁH“&EﬁF*
in no wife conduce, but whofe immiedi~
ate confequence would be to increafé:.the
number of Abfentees, already the bane of
this Country, and -in great part the caufé
of its occafionally difturbed repofe. For; ¥
that ‘an Union ‘would produce a great
addition to the -numberwof Abfentees,
cannot be doubted by the moft fceptical:
and it 1s remarkable that' the argument
is ufed by the celebratéd Dean Tucker, to
induce England te=an Union; for in his
Propofal for incorpofﬁting'the Britith
Ifles into one Kingdom, printed in 1750 *,
he obferves that, ¢ -the inducements’ of
being near the Parliament, the Court,
the Public Funds, would -bring. many
more Irith families to refide and fpend
their fortunes here, than now. do. In
fhort, ‘whatever - wealth ~Ireland WoP}d
draw _from other Countries by . its. pro-
duce;- manufactures, and happy fituation,

Qe the ¢ Arguments forand againtt an Union; with
Dean Tucker’s Propofal prefixed.”  Printed for Stockdale.

all
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all that would continually centre in Eng-
land.” He further adds, ¢ That the in-
creafe of wealth to Ireland in confequence
df an Union, would enable her:to eafe
England of the burthen of the worft and
- heavieft of her taxes*.”

 Thoagh I have ne inclination to make
the experiment, yet I cannot blame the
Dean of Gloucefter for his advice : he was
a man of moft refpetable charatter, and
eminént for his political fagacity and com-
mercial knowledge ; but he was an Englifh
Patriot, whofe duty it was to prefer and
promote the intereft of his own Country ;
and perhaps, like another great man,
(Mr. Gibbon) he. confidered Ireland as a
remote and petty Province. By a perufal
of the writers in the fifter country upon
the fubject, from Sir Mathew Decker to
De Lolme, ‘the curious reader will eafily
fatisfy ‘himfelf that all the arguments in
favour of. the meafure, centre in the con-

4
-
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* Strictures on Ireland, Page 93.———The Reader will
bearyin mind that Dean Tucker wrote this long beforg
we had obtained a free trade.

B ¥enience
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venience and alleviation of publick Bu:lb
then to England. | :

~ The fitoation of Scotland, which is faid
to have flourifhed fince her Union with
England, is fondly quoted by the Advocates-
for that meafure ; but in order to draw any
folid argument from the cafe of Scotland,
it muft be fhewn that our fituation is
the fame with that of Scotland, at the
time of her Union yand it muft be
{till further fhewn, not enly that Scot-
land hath flourithed fince her Union with
England, but that it was in confequence
of that Union that fhe hath fo flourifh-
ed. The fact is,” that the greater part
of the Nations of Europe have flourithed
fince the period of the Scottifh Union 3
from that time unto the prefent, there
hath ‘been a gradual improvement of alb
thofe arts and {ciences which conduce
to the profperity of States. That Eng-
land  fhould have ardently defired the
Union with Scotland, almoft upon any
terms, is not to be wondered at, fince
Scotland not having been prevailed upon

% b to
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o acknowledge the fucceffien in the
Houfe of Hanover, upon the demife of
Qg'ecn Anne, who left no iffue, there
~ would be a diffolution of the only point
of conne@ion between the two kingdoms,
namely the Union of the two Crowns upon
the fame head ; in which cafe the fecurity of
England muft be eflentially endangered, in-
afimuch as {he would thereby ceale to have
the advantage and protection of an infular

fituation, and Scotland would be the land-
ing place and rallying point of the Preten-
der and the French. forces ; and fo fenfible
was England of her danger 1n this refpect,
and fo anxious to prevail upon Scotland to
declare for the fucceffion in the Houfe of
Hanower, that in the {eflion of Parliament
which opened 1in November 1705,*
a Bill was brought into the Englith
Houfe .of Lords, impowering the Queen to
pame. Commiffioners to treat of 2 full Union
of both kingdoms as {foon as the Parliament
of . Scotland {hould pafs an a&t to the fame
purpofe ; but if no fuch Union fhould be
. : agreed

* Burnet’s Hiftory of his Own Times.
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agreed on; or if the fame fucceffion to
the Crown with that of England fhould
not be enacted by a day prefixed, then it
was enacted that after 'that day no Scotch-
man who was not refident in England or
Ireland, or employed in the Queen’s fervice
by fea or land, fhould be efteemed a natu=
ral born fubjet of England they added to
this a prohibition of importation of Scotch
Cattle and of the manufaGure of Scotland.
This bill was rejected by the Houfe of
Commons on account of the money penal-
ties which were contained in feveral clau-
: but anew bill was brought into the
Houie of Commons to the fame effeét 3
which paffed: and when the Duke of
Argyle was fent down Commiffioner to the
Parliament of Scotland, which had met in
the fummer of the fame year, his inftruc=
tions were in the disjuncive, that he thould
endeavour to procure either an a& for fet-
tling the fucceffion as it was in England,
or that he fhould fet on foot a treaty for the
Union of the two kingdoms : from which
3t 1s manifeft that the great object of Eng-
land
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fand was, that there thould be fome folid
ground of permanent connetion between
the two countries ; which the Miniftry of
England conceived might be alike effected,
either by an a& of the Scotch Parliament
fettling the fucceffion, or by an incorpora-
ting Union. At length, in the year 1707,
after a period of nine months which had
elapfed from the commencement of the ne-
gotiation, this infinitelyimportant meafure of
an Union to England, was finally compleat-~
ed. It had met with great oppofition in
the Parliament of Scotland, where every ftep
that was made, and every vote that was car-
ried, was with the f{ame ftrength, and met
‘with the fame oppofition ; both parties
giving firi¢t attendance during the whole
feflion, which lafted for three months.

Bifhop Burnet the cotemporary Hiftorian, |
and who took a great intereft in this memor-
able tranfaltion, after mentioning the at.
tempt which had been made at Edinburgh
to murder the Lord Provoft who had been
one of the Commiffioners, and had concur-

sed heartily in the defign, makes ufe of thefe
remarkable
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remarkable expreflions: No other violent ats
tempt was made after this, but the body of the
pecple fhewed fo much fulleunefs, that proba-
bly, bad any perfon of authority once kindled
the fire, they feemed to be of fuch combuflible
matter, that the Union might have caft the
Natian into great Convulfions. The neceflary
precautions however had been taken ; for
orders were given both to England and
Ireland to have troops ready upon call; and
if it were neceflary more troops fhould be
crdered from Flanders.

The fame hiftorian * obferves, that it was
the unfortunate commercial {peculation on
Darien in South America, the great charge
it had put the nation to, and the total mifs
carriage of that proje&, whichmade the trad-
ing part of that kingdom fee the impoflibi-
lity of carrying on any great defign in trade,
and made them the more readily concur in
carrying on the Union. The wifer part of
the nation hoped that an Union would prove
the means of correting, among other griev-
ances, the abufes in the adminiftration of

# Burnet, :
_]ufhcc
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juftice in their country, where judges who
were named by the miniftry, were in fuch
a dependence, that fince there are no ju-
ries allowed in Scotland in civil cafes, the
whole property of the kingdom was in
their hands, and by their means in the
hands of the Minifters: that the profpe&t
of a free trade not only with England but
with her plantations, and the protection of
the fleet of England, reconciled them to
the meafure. But fix years had not elapfed
from the conclufion of the treaty of Union,
when at a meeting of the Scotch Members
of both houfes of the United Parliament,
in confequence of a bill paffed through the
Houfe of Commons, dire&tly violating that
article of the Union, by which it was fti-
pulated that no daty fhould be laid en the
malt in Scotland during the war, it was
agreed to move for an act diffolving the
Union ; and “accordingly the motion was
made in the upper Houfe of Parliament,
- and ‘moft of the Lords of that Nation
fpoke.to it. They fet forth all the hard-
thips under which they laboured fince the

‘Union,
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Uhion ; that they had no more a Councif it
Scotland ; that their laws were altered inv
matters of the higheft importance, and that
now an impofition was about to be laid
upon their malt, which muft prove.an into-
lerable burthen to the poor of that country,
and deprive them of the ufe of any other
liquor than water: upon all thefe reafons
they moved for liberty to bring in a bill to
diflolve the Union, in which they would
give full fecurity formaintaining the Queen’s
prerogative, and for fecuring the protef~
tant fucceflion. This motion was of courfe
warmly oppofed -by the Miniftry, and re-~
jected ; and when the malt tax was brought
to the lords, great oppofition was made to
it on account of its being fo manifeftly ine~
quitable ; butit pafied in the United Lords.

Now not one of the already enumerated
caufes and motives which induced the
Scottith Union, can be applied to the pre
{ent fituation and circumitanees of this
country. For, in the firft place, the {uccef-
fion to the crown of Ireland is fettled, and
the permanent connection between the two

king-
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kingdems is fecured by the ftatute of Henry
the Eighth in this kmgdom, which declares

Union of the crowns to be mdlﬁ'olublc 3
and xf the cafe of a Regency has been over-
looked by the ﬂatutc, there can be no objec-
tion to the bringing a bill into. our Parlia-
ment, for the purpofe of declaring the re-
gent of England for the time being, to be
ipfo faGo regent of Ircland.

As to another caufe Wthh engaged the
Scotch to be reconcﬂed to the meafure of
an Union ; viz. the partial and oppreﬁive
conduct of Judges mtmaly dependent on the

crown ;—it is to be obferved, that the inde-
pendence of our ]udoes is now fecured by
A& of Parliament : And here it is that with
pride and triumph we may conoratulate our
country upon the ftate of the hlgher tribu-
nals in this kmgdom I wxll venture to affert,
without hazard of cqntrad;&lon from any
one converfant with the fubject, that in no
_age of any country did the ftream of juftice
ever flow from more abundant, or purer
fources : The appointment of fuch perfons
C as

il



( 18 )

as fill the Benches of our fuperior Courts,
of chara@ers eminent for their integrity and
legal kowledge, is in itfelf a great Reforms,
and will conduce in no {mall degrcc to the
edification of the people at large.

As to the other caufes which prevailed up-
onthe Scotchto furrendertheir independence,
namely, the low and deprefled ftate of their
commerce, and the impoverifhed condition
of their country, 8c.—it is only neceflary
to travel through this country in day light
to perceive by what rapid ftrides fhe has
advanced, in her commercial career, more
efpecially fince the year 1782, that is, fince
the epoch of her commercial and conftitu-
tional emancipation. 'We may every where
read in large charalters the ameliorated
ftate of the public fortune, in the improv-
ed condition of our lands, in the increafed
number of buildings, both public and pri-
vate, throughout our towns, in the multi-
plication of elegant equipages, furniture, &c.
and in the geheral appearance of fuperior_
eafe and comfort diffufed throughout the
Yower orders of the community, and fuch

18
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is the ftamina of the public profperity, that,
like that of England, it has increafed dur=
ing the war: fo that upon a fubject fo ob-
vious, I fhall content myfelf with men-
tioning 2 fingle inftance: About twenty
years ago, and before that time, we im=
ported corn for our own confumption, to
the amount of three hundred thoufand
pounds fterling annually, and we have lat-
terly exported to the amount of one million
annually fterling. Ireland is now in pof-
feflion of - that free trade for which an
Union was formerly to be the compenfa-
tion to England, and of that trade to her
plantations which Scotland fought through
the medium of an Union: fhe already en-
joys the proteéticn of thofe fleets which
are in great part manned by Irifh failors,
and fhe contributes, though indirectly, to
the fupport of thofe wars in which fhe is
engaged through her connetion with Eng-
land, and chearfully engaged, from her
{enfe of the ineftimable advantages atten-
dant on that conne&ion: But in truth
" there is no room for a parallel in point of
C2 fituation’
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fituation between this kingdom, and'a

| country rich indeed in the induftry and Th-

genuity of ber inhabitants, but of ungrate-
ful foil for the moft part, and not feparated
from England by a greater “feature than
that which feparates parts of ‘the fame
kingdom.

It is true that an open arrayed Rebel-
lion has raged in, and defolated " parts of
this Kingdom, and dlfgraced the whole :
but that Rebellion has been fubdued, and a
“fine occafion is now prefented to a fkilful
Legiflature to repofe the tranquillity and
harmony of the country upon folid and Taft-
ing foundations. Our Parhament may have
committed errors; but there is a fund of
good fenfe and good temper in the Country
“to corre& them. Our Executive Govérn=
ment may have at times been ill advifed ;
" but there is a rational and unbounded con-
" fidence in the integrity and purity of mo=
_tiiré of our illuftrious Chief Governor. To
“the Yeomanry of the City of Dublin, is the
* falvation of Dublin, and all its living con-
§ ' fequences,
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“fequences, to be afcribed ; and indeed to the
‘Yeomanry of the Country at large, andto
“that high {pirit'and fuftained energy which
-a fenfe of national dignity and importance:is
o calculated to infpire, is the Country prin=
“cipally indebted for its fafety. Far besit
“from me however; to depreciate the figmal
““and decifive fervices of his Majefty’s regular
forces; to the zeal and intelligence of the of-
“ficers, to the alacrity, the courage, and per-~
“fevering patience of the men, every praife-is
due ; nor can the Nation fufficiently exprefs
its gratitude to the gallant Englifh militia,
who in the generofity of ‘their devotion to
the general caufe ofthe Empire, forgot the
cold ftatute which limits ‘their fervice-to
~their own ifland, and refolved that the en-
larged fphere of public duty was their na-
“'tive country. |

" But, fuppofing for a moment, that' an
Union wereas advantageous to this coantry,
as it ‘appears to me to be ' pernicious, and
even'dangerous to the connetion between

“the“two countries, and admitting and re-
{peCting,



fpeding, as I do, the tranfcendancy, but not
the omnipotence of the powers of Parlia«

ment ; I cannot help more than doubting
~ their competency to fuch a meafure, with=
out the dire@ly exprefled approbation of
the People. If able and well informed
men have balanced with refpe& to the
O&ennial Bill in England, if they have
hefitated as to the power of Parliament
to extend its duration even for a few
years, what muft be thought of a parlia-
mentary meafure abolithing the Parliament
itfelf, and transferring to another kingdom
the right of legiflating for this country ?—
1t is furely the duty ofa Member of Parlia-
ment to watch over and maintain the in-
terefts of his Conftituents, and thofe of the
Country at large; and how can he infure
the fulfillment of this duty if he f{ubftitute
another Parliament in the room of that
chofen by the People? or what right can
he have to delegate a power, which was
only delegated to himfelf, or to transfera
confidence, which is perfonal between him
and his Conftituents? If even concerning

the
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the erdinary bufinefs of the country, it hath
been the opinion of the moft relpectable
Members of Parliament in both countries,
that the inftructions of their Conftituents,
if not mandatory upon their condu&®, were
yet entitled to the greateft refpe@ ; what
muft be the cafe with refpe&t to the para-
mount meafure of a fundamental change in
the Conftitution of the country? It may
be remembered, that during a debate which
occurred fome years ago in our Parliament,
on a bill for preventing Revenue Officers
from voting at Ele&ions for Members of
Parliament, it was contended, on the part of
Adminiftration, and fuccefsfully contended,
that Parliament had no right to disfran-
chife men not convicted of any crime. If
it was then conceived that Parliament, even
for the fake of maintaining its own purity
and independence, could not defpoil of
their franchife a comparatively {mall num-
ber of men, notwithftanding the precedent
of an Englith a& of Parliament, it {urely
will not be contended that Parliament can be
empowered to do an a&t, which will render
the
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the franchifes of the entire kingdoma mere
nullity. The great fecurity for the faithe
ful difcharge of Parliamcntary duty has
been confidered to be the limited duration
of Parliament, whereby; after the expiration
of a definitive period, the Reprefentative re-
turns into the mafs of the commynity,- ‘and
2 new choice is given to the Conftituent ;
but this wife precaution of our Conftitu-
tion would be vain and ineffeCtual in the
event of an Union, when the handful of -
Trith Senators would be merged in the
multitude of Englith Legiflators. The ef-
fect of public opinion and cenfure, thofe
powerful regulators and controuls of hu-
man condud, muit be null in the cafe of an
United Parliament, which would be placed
beyond the {phere of the operation of the
{entiments of this Country.

~ If, therefore, it be determined by the
Englith Cabinet, to bring forward the
meafure of an Union, let the Irith Parlia-
ment be diffolved, and 2 new Parliament

be returned, bringing with it the fenti-
: ments
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ments of the country upon the fubje& ;
or let the Freeholders be convened in
their  refpeétive 'counties, and let the
fenfe of the Nation be  declared upon
a ‘Nartional Queftion of fuch magni-
tude and ' importance. To  this = pro~
pofal it may be a,nfwéred, that the fitu-
ation of this country at prefent will not
admit of that agitation which muft ne-
ceffarily ‘attend a general eleCtion and nu-
merous aflemblies of the people: And can
it then be affirmed that the ftate and
temper of mind of the country, which
cannot bear the exercife of the eftablith~
ed and acknowledged franchife and privi-
leges of the people, .is precifely adapted
to the Parliamentary difcuffion of a quef~
tion which would at'any time be attend-
ed with extraordinary agitation and. fer-

ment ?

The ceffation of courts martial fhould
be the fignal for every well informed
mind ‘to_roufe from its lethargy, and to

unfold thofe powers of the underftanding
D which
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which had collapfed during the continus
ance of the Rebellion: and upon no fub-
ject more interefting to his country can
the enlightened Irifhman employ his at-
tention than upon that of an Union;
which if it be a good meafure for Ire-
land, it is only by examination and dif-
cuffion ‘that its advantages can be deve-
loped and illuftrated ; and if it be a bad
meafure, it is only by the {ame touchftones
that ' its injurious confequences will be
detected and expofed.

It was to protect and maintain the prefent
Conflitution of, Ireland that the aftonith-
ing fpectacleiof the Irith Yeomanry was
difplayed it was to fupport the King,
Lords, and ~Commons of Jreland, that
men, whofe, purfuits and habits were the
moft abhorrent from the profeffion of
arms, became almoft on a f{udden ex-
pert in military evolution and manceuvre ;
that perfons bred in all the eafe and foft-
nels of affluent fortune, voluatarily adopt-
¢d the labours, the fatigues, ard the pri-
{ s ' vations
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vations of the military life during a ftate
of War; that confirmed habits of long
protracted ' conviviality, werc  in  a mo-
ment diffolved and facrificed to the impe=-
rious circumftances of the Country: nor
can it, with any appearance of *truth, be
affirmed, that it was the confoling profpect
of an Union which fuftained and refrethed
the ' occafionally drooping  {pirits of the
Irith Yeoman, 8

The more important and ' complicated
the concerns of a country, (and they be-
come fo in proportion as it advances in
profperity) the -greater the neceflity for
a  Legiflature ‘intirely and exclufively oc-
cupied with’ the affairs of that country;
and, I doubt whether a confolidated Le-
giflature, fitting in another country, could
have poffefled the means of a timely dif-
covery of the late Rebellion, which was
alone the caufe of its not overturning the
Government of this kingdom. If; as hath
been aflerted, the manners of the lower or-
ders in the greater part of this kingdom

{ D2 are
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are  femi-barbarous—is  the Legiflature
of another Country (for fuch it would
virtually be, notwithftanding the infufion
of a few- members from this country.). un-
acquainted with the manners and habits
of this, and with the changes'which may
occafionally take place in both, or the Irith
Parliament fitting in the Capital of the
country, the beft qualified to adopt mea-
fures to reclaim them ?

It hath been obferved by Mr. Gibbon,
when contrafting . the political condition
of the ancient Roman Empire with that
of Modern Europe, that, ¢ the Chances
“ of Royal and Minifterial talents are
“ now multiplied with the number of its
“ Rulerss” in like manner it may be faid,
that the chances of political = wifdom
are now multiplied with the plurality of
Legiflatures ; and indeed our {yftem of Corn
Laws, our Regiftry. A&, and other acts
which might- be cited, refle¢t honour on
the Irith Legiflation, |

1f
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If there were any thing in the phyfical
fituation, or in the permanent and immu-
table moral relations and circumitances
of the two countries, (for none other can
be a ground for an #rrevecable meafure)
which required an incorporating = Union,
it thould have been atchieved at an earlier
period of our hiftory ; for the habits of na-
tions like thofe of individuals become con-~
firmed and inveterate by length of time;
and it is not at this period of her political
exiftence, nor in this ftage of her agricul-
tural and commercial profperity, that Ire-
land fhould be required to fall back and
fink nto the fituation'of a province, If
it be a maxim that political innovations
are dangerous, is the force of that maxim
leflened on account of the magnitude and
importance of the meafure ? ory becaufe that
when once carried into execution it will
not be in our power to retradt it? Would
it be wife in the prefent fituation and
circumitances of this 'cbun‘try ‘to {uperadd
another jcaufe of agitatiod to thofe already
in exiftence? or, will the propagation of
3 . French
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French Prinoiples amongft the lower or-
ders, be more effectually prevented' by a
meafure, whofe neceflary confequence muft
be political apathy amongft the higher claf-
fes of fociety ? Whilft France with fer-
vid hand is planting democracies all around
her, fhall we lend our affiftance by re-
moving from this country the wifible figns
of the Englith Conftitution ?

But I will yet hope, that no fuch meafure
1s really in contemplation ; T will hope that
the Minifter of England is perfuaded, as
every man of common fenfe in this country
muft be, that let the merits of the queftion
of an Union, abftractedly confidered, be
what they may, the prefent fituation of this
Countryis moft improper and unfit for
their parliamentary difcuffion. And at a
time when nothing lefs than an extraordi-
nary Coalition of all the Powers of Europe
is thought neceflary to oppofe the coloffal
Power and gigantic Progrefs of the
French; when we have been juft told

| by
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by a Minifter * in the Englith Houfe of
Lords, that notwithftanding the Prodigies
of her Naval Atchievements, England
herfclf'_cannot be fafe, unlefs France fhall
be effeCtually refifted by land; can this,
I fay, be the fecafon for making experi-
ments upon the honourable Pride, .the
temper and the feelings of an Indepen-
dent Nation?

If, howcvei’, in defiance of the obvious
dictates of prudence and found policy, the
Queftion of an UNION fhall be officially

‘brought forward, I truft. with confidence

that both Nations will concur in the rejec-
tion of a Meafure, the confequence of
which, to Ireland, would be the lofs of
national honour, dignity, and impor-
tance, and the increafe of publick bur-
thens and Abfentees ; and to England, the
further deterioration of her own Parliament
by the incorporation of ours.

~® J.ord Grenville.

FINTIS.
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