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T H O U G H T S ,  &c.

H a v i n g  a few W eeks ago, through

the medium of the Hibernian Journal, fug- 

gefted fuch general Obfervations as had oc­

curred to me, tending to ihew the Impolicy 

o f  an U N I O N  between this Country and 

England ; and it having been fince pretty 

generally underftood, either that the 

Meafure had never been entertained, or 

was abandoned on the other iide of the 

W ater ; I had nearly difmiifed the fub- 

jedt from my confideration : But the R e­

port o f an Union again affailing our ears, 

with increafed Force and Authority, Í 

cannot refrain from obtruding myfelf a- 
new upon the Public ; not from a vain

imagination that I can produce any tning
A  2 worthy



worthy of their attention, upon the fub- 

je d , but from a defire to provoke in others 
o f greater Capacity, the Confideration and 

Difcuifion o f a Queftion the moft inte- 
refting and important that ever offered itfclf 
to the deliberation of any Kingdom, and 

which involves nothing lefs than the pre- 

fent welfare and future deftinies o f  our N a­
tive Country.

And in the fir ft place, the following 

Queftions naturally occur: W hat may be the 
caufe why this Country, which while in- 

confiderable in point of Population, Agri­
culture, and Commerce, hath had a dif- 

tinft and feparate Legillature, ihould now, 

with a Population of five millions o f  In­

habitants, with a moft flourifhing Agri­
culture, with a greatly extended, and 
ilill extending Commerce, refign its Legi- 

ilation into the hands of another Coun­

try ? W hy that meafure, which whilft 

Ireland groaned under the Reftriâions en 

her Commerce, would have been rejected, 

by her beft and wifeft Statefmen, ihould

ba
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be reforted to at this time, when there is 

no permanent impediment to the career 

o f  her Profperity ? I f  it be anfwered that 

the prefent diiturbed fituation o f  this 

Country renders a meaiure, heretofore in­

eligible, expedient and defirable at pre­

fent ;— befides obferving that the temporary 

and accidental fituation of the Country, 

can be no ground for adopting a mea- 

fure o f fuch magnitude, and novelty, 

and irrevocable in its nature ; I;further an- 

fwer, that I can fee no connection be­

tween the evils which we deplore, and 

the remedy propofed : neither can I per­
ceive how the condition o f this Country 

in point o f intei-nal tranquillity, would 

be influenced by an Union of the two 

Legiilatures. Ireland having obtained that 
Commercial Liberty for which' an Union 

was formerly confidered to be the Price, and 

poiTeifmg an independant Legiilature, hath 
nothing to hops from an Union with 
England, which could not heal our R e ­

ligious Differences, nor extinguish the 
Caufes, i f  any fuch exift, of well found- 

9 e i



( 6 )

cd Difcontent in any particular ; it would 

indeed abforb the queftion of Parliamen­
tary Reform, and together with it, the 
independence, the importance, and the 

dignity of the Country for ever.

indeed it is truly and candidly admitted 

by De Lolme, himfelf an Advocate for the 

Union, in his Striótures on the State of 

Ireland, “  that the removal of thofe im­
politic commercial reftriftions, and dis­

abilities, which were formerly kid upon 

Ireland, and its confequent extenfion of 
Trade, has entirely changed the ftate of 

the queftion, with regard to the expe­
dience of an Union between Great Bri­

tain and Ireland ; confequently the great- 

eft part of the arguments ufed in fup- 

port of it, previous to that æra, as they 

tended to prove the advantageous effects 

to I r e l a n d  , of fuch an enlargement o f 

Trade, aifumed as a circumftance necef- 

farily connected with, and refulting fi om 

the Union, are now inapplicable -, as on

the other hand, the objections of thofe
who



w ho feared the pernicious confequences 

to Great Britain, o f  allowing fuch unli­

mited Commercial Privileges to the Iriih 

as this Union would create, are equally

done away. T h e  emancipation o f  the

Commerce o f  Ireland, has proved expe­

rimentally to the Advocates for the Quef- 

tion, that many o f thofe advantages which 

they defcribed, can exift independent o f  

an Union ; and to its Oppofers, that the 

diladvantages apprehended from it to the 

Trade o f England, have been in a great 

meafure imaginary 

• / *

A s to the effect of an Union in bring­

ing Englifh Capital into this Country -,— I 

obfcrve, that Iriih induftry and enter-

prize encouraged, have produced, and 

will ftill continue to produce and augment 

Capital ; and that Engliih Capital, which 

is by no means indifpenfable, will be 

attracted only by the aiîured tranquillity

•  Striftures on Ireland, page 86. Printed for Sto^Htfale.
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o f the Country ; to which an Union doth 
in no wife conduce, but whofe immedi­

ate confequence would be to increafe the 
number o f Abfentees, already the bane of 
this Country, and in great part the cauie 
o f its occasionally disturbed repoie. For, ’  

that an Union would produce a great 
addition to the number o f Abfentees, 

cannot be doubted by the moil fceptical : 
and it is remarkable that the argument 

is ufed by the celebrated Dean Tucker, to 

induce England to an Union ; for in his 

Propofal for incorporating the Britiih 
Iiles into one Kingdom, printed in 1750*', 

he obferves that, “  the inducements o f 

being near the Parliament, the Court, 

the Public Funds, would bring many 

more Iriih families to refide and lpend 

their fortunes here, than now do. In

ihort, whatever wealth Ireland would
*• 1

draw from other Countries by its pro­

duce, manufactures, and happy fituation,

;*bgee the Arguments for and againil an Union, with 

Dean Tucker’s Propofal prefixed.”  Printed for Stockdale.

all
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idl that would continually centre in E ng­

land.” H e further adds, “  That the in- 

creafe o f wealth to Ireland in confequence 

d f  an Union, would enable her to eafe 

England o f the burthen of the worfl: and 

heavieft o f  her taxes*.”

Though I have no inclination to make 

the experiment, yet I cannot blame the 

Dean o f Gloucefter for his advice : he was 

a man o f  moil refpedlable character, and 

eminent for his political fagacity and com ­

mercial knowledge ; but he was an Englifli 

Patriot, whole duty it was to prefer and 

promote the intereft of his own Country j 

and perhaps, like another great man, 
(Mr. Gibbon) he confidered Ireland as a 

remote and petty Province. By a perufal 

o f  the writers in the fitter country up.:n 

the fubjeét, from Sir Mathew Decker to 
D e Lolme, the curious reader will eafily 

fatisfy himfelf that all the arguments in 

favour of the meafure, centre in the con-

* Stri&ures on Ireland, Page 93.— The Reader will 
bear in mind that Dean Tucker wrote this long before 

we had obtained a free trade.

B lenience
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venicnce and alleviation of publick tup’-  

then to England.

T he fituation of Scotland, which is iaid 
to have flourished fince her Union with 

England, is fondly quoted by the Advocates 

for that meafure ; but in order to draw any 

folid argument from the cafe of Scotland,, 

it muft be ihewn that our fituation is 

the fame' with that of Scotland, at the 

time of her Union y and it muft be 

iiill further íhewn^ not only that Scot­
land hath flourithed finee her Union with 
England, but that it was in confequence 

o f that Union that (he hath fo flourish­

ed. T h e  fad is, that the greater part 
o f the Nations o f Europe have flourished 

Since the period o f the Scottiih Union * 

from that time unto the prefent, there 

hath been a gradual improvement o f all 

thofe arts and fciences which conduce 

to the prcfperity o f States. That E ng­

land ihould have ardently defired the 

Union with Scotland, almoft upon any 

terms, is not to be wondered at, finc&

Scotland not having be«n prevailed upon- 
'  4  ‘ to-



to  acknowledge the fucceffien in tlie 

Houie o f Hanover, upon the demife of 

Queen Anne, who left no ífíue, there 

would be a diffolution of the only point 

o f  connection between the two kingdoms, 

namely the Union o f  the two Crowns upon 
the fame head ; in which cafe the fecurity of 

England muft be effentially endangered, m- 

afmuch as ihe would thereby ceafe to have 

the advantage and protection o f an mfuUr 

iituation, and Scotland would be the land­

ing place and rallying point o f  the Preten­

der and the French forces ; and lo fcnfible 

was England of her danger in this refpetf, 

and fo anxious to prevail upon Scotland to 

declare for the fucceffion in the Houfe of 

Hanover, that in the feflion o f Parliament 

which opened in November »7^5» 
a Bill was brought into the Engliih
Houie o f Lords, iropowering the Queen to

name Commiffioners to treat of a full Union 

o f  both kingdoms as foori as the Parliament 

o f  Scotland ihould pals an act to the fame 

purpofe ; but if  no fuch Union ihould be
agreedO

* Burnet’s Hlftory of his Own Time?.
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agreed on, or i f  the fame fucceffion to 
the Crown with that o f England ihould 
not be enadted by a day prefixed, then it 

was enacted that after that day no Scotch­

man who was not refident in England or 
Ireland, or employed in the Queen’s fervice 

by fea or land, ihould be efteemed a natu­

ral born fubjeftof England : they added to 
this a prohibition o f  importation o f Scotch 

Cattle and o f  the manufa&ure o f  Scotland. 
This bill was rejected by the Houfe o f  

Commons on account of the money penal­
ties which were contained in feveral clau- 

ies : but a new bill was brought into the 

Houle o f  Commons to the fame effedt; 

which paiTed : and when the Duke o f

Argyle was fent down Commiffioner to the 

Parliament o f Scotland, which had met in 

the fummer o f the fame year, his inftrucr 

tions were in the disjunctive, that he ihould 

endeavour to procure either an aft for fet­

tling the fucceffion as it was in England, 

or that he ihould fet on foot a treaty for the 

Union o f the two kingdoms : from which 

it is manifeil that the great objeft of Eng­

land

( 12 )
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land was, that there fhould be fome foil'd 

ground of permanent connection between 

the two countries ; which the Miniftry o f  

England conceived might be alike effected, 

either by an a<it o f  the Scotch Parliament 

fettling the fucceffion, or by an incorpora­

ting Union. A t length, in the year 1707, 

after a period o f nine months which had 

elapfed from the commencement o f  the ne-, 

gotiation, this infinitely important meafureof 

an Union to England, was finally compleat- 

ed. It had met with great oppofition in 

the Parliament o f Scotland, where every ftep 

that was made, and every vote that was car̂ - 

ried, was with the fame ftrength, and met 

with the fame oppofition ; both parties 

giving Ariel attendance during the whole 

fefiion, which lafted for three months.

Biihop Burnet the cotemporary Hiftorian, 
and who took a great intereil in this memor­

able tranfa<ftion, after mentioning the at,- 

tempt which had been made at Edinburgh 

to murder the Lord Provoit who had been 
one of the Commiffioners, and had concur­

red heartily in the defign, makes ufe o f  thefe

remarkable

f
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remarkable expreffions: No other violent a t­
tempt was made after this, but the body o f the 

people Jhewedfo much fullennefs, that proba­

bly, had any perfon o f authority once kindled 
the f r e , they feemed to be o f fuch combujlible 

matter, that the Union flight have cajl the 

Nation into great Conimlfions. T h e  neceifary 

precautions however had been taken ; for 

orders were given both to England and 

Ireland to have troops ready upon call ; and 
i f  it were neceffary more troops ihould be 

ordered from Flanders.
T h e  fame hiftorian *  obferves, that it was 

the unfortunate commercial fpeculation on 

Darien in South i\merica, the great charge 

it had put the nation to, and the total mif* 

carriage o f that projeit, which made the trad­

ing part o f that kingdom fee the impoilibi- 

lity o f carrying on any great defign in trade, 

and made them the more readily concur in 

carrying on the Union. T he wifer part o f 

the nation hoped that an Union would prove 

the means of corre&ing, among other griev­

ances, the abufes in the adminiftration o f

* Burnet?
juftice
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joftice in their country, where judges who 

were named by the miniftry, were in fuch 

a dependence, that iince there are no ju ­

ries allowed in Scotland in civil cafes, the 

whole property o f  the kingdom was in 

their hands, and by their means in the 

hands o f the Minifters ; that the profpeâ: 

o f a free trade not only with England but 

with her plantations, and the protedlion o f  

the fleet o f  England, reconciled them to 

the meafure. But fix years had not elapfed 

from the conclufion o f  the treaty o f Union, 

when at a meeting of the Scotch Member* 

of both houfes o f the United Parliament, 

in confequence o f a bill pafled through the 

Houfe o f  Commons, direcStly violating that 

article o f  the Union, by which it was fti- 

pulated that no duty ihould be laid on the 

malt in Scotland during the war, it was 

agreed to move for an a£t diiiolving the 

Union; and accordingly the motion was 
made in the upper Houfe of Parliament, 

and moil of the Lords o f  that Nation 
fpokc to it. T h ey  fet forth all the hard- 

fliips under which they laboured iince the
' Union,



( i6 )

Uhion; that they had no more a Councíí írf 
Scotland ; that their laws were altered irt 

matters of the higheft importance, and that 

now an impofition was about to be laid 
upon their malt, which muft prove an into­

lerable burthen to the poor of that country, 

and deprive them of the ufe o f  any other 

liquor than water : upon all thefe reafons 

they moved for liberty to bring in a bill to 
diffolve the Union, in which they would 

give full fecurity formaintaining the Queen’s 

prerogative, and for fecuring the protef- 

tant fucceffion. This motion was o f courfe 

warmly oppofed by the Miniftry, and re- 

jeéted ; and when the malt tax was brought 
to the lords, great oppofition was made to 

it on account of its being fo manifeitly ine­

quitable ; but it palled in the United Lords.

Now notone of the already enumerated 

caules and motives which induced the 

Scottish Union, can be applied to the prc- 

fent fituation and circumftanees of this 
country. For, in the firft place, the fuccef- 

fion to the crown of Ireland is fettled, and 

the permanent conne&ion between the two
king-
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kingdoms is fecured by the ilatute o f  Henry 

the Eighth in this kingdom, which declares 

the Union o f the crowns to be indiifoluble ; 

and if  the cafe o f a Regency has been over­

looked by the ftatute, there can be no objec­

tion to the bringing a bill into our Parlia- 

ment, for the purpofe o f  declaring the re­

gent of England for the time being, to be 

ipfo faito regent o f  Ireland.

As to another caufe which engaged the 

Scotch to be reconciled to the meafure o f  

an Union ; viz. the partial and oppreffive 

conduit o f Judges intirely dependent on the 

crown -,— it is to be obferved, that the inde­

pendence o f  our judges is now fecured by 

A i t  o f  Parliament : And here it is that with 

p r i d e  and triumph we may congratulate our 

country upon the ftate of the higher tribu­

nals in this kingdom : I will venture to aifert, 

without hazard o f contradiction from any 

one converfant with the fubjeit, that in no 

age o f any country did the ftream o f juftice 
ever flow from more abundant, or purer 

fources : T h e  appointment o f fuch perfons
C  a*



( >8 )

as fill the Benches o f our iuperior Courts, 
o f  characters eminent for their integrity and 
legal kowledge, is in itfelf a great Reform, 
and will conduce in no fmall degree to the 

edification of the people at large.

A s to the othercaufes which prevailed up­
on the Scotch to furrender their independence, 

namely, the low and depreiTed ftate o f their 

commerce, and the impoveriihed condition 
o f  their country, &c.— it is only neceffary 

to travel through this country in day light 

to perceive by what rapid ftrides ihe has 
advanced, in her commercial career, more 

efpecially fincethe year 1782, that is, fince 

the epoch o f her commercial and conftitu- 

tional emancipation. W e may every where 

read in large charadters the ameliorated 

ftate of the public fortune, in the improv­

ed condition o f our lands, in the increafed 

number o f buildings, both public and pri­

vate, throughout our towns, in the multi­
plication o f elegant equipages, furniture, & c. 

and in the general appearance o f fuperior 

eafe and comfort diffufed throughout the 

lower orders o f the community, and fuch

is

é
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ï.6 the itamina o f  the public prosperity, that, 

like that o f England, it has increafed dur­

ing the war: fo that upon a fubjeft fo ob­

vious, I ihall content myfelf with men­

tioning a fingle inilance : About twenty 

years ago, and before that time, we im­

ported corn for our own confumption, to 
the amount o f  three hundred thoufand 

pounds fterling annually, and we have lat­

terly exported to the amount o f  one million 

annually iterling. Ireland is now in pof- 

feffion of that free trade for which an 

Union was formerly to be the compenfa- 

tion to England, and o f  that trade to her 
plantations which Scotland fought through 

the medium o f  an Union : ihe already en­

joys the prote&icn o f  thofe fleets which 

are in great part manned by Iriih failors, 

and ihe contributes, though indireitly, to 

the fupport o f thofe wars in which ihe is 

engaged through her connection with E ng­
land, and chearfully engaged, from her 

fenfe of the ineitimable advantages atten­
dant on that connexion : But in truth

there is no room for a parallel in point o f
C  2 Situation
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iîtuation between this kingdom, and a 

country rich indeed in the induftry and in­
genuity of her inhabitants, but o f  ungrate­
ful foil for the moft part, and not feparated 
from England by a greater feature than 

that which feparates parts o f the fame 

kingdom.

It is true that an open arrayed Rebel­
lion has raged in, and defolated parts o f  

this Kingdom, and difgraced the whole : 

but that Rebellion has been iubdued, and a 
fine occafion is now prefented to a ikilful 

Legiilature to repofe the tranquillity and 

harmony o f  the country upon folid and laft- 

ing foundations. Our Parliament may have 

committed errors ; but there is a fund o f 

good fenfe and good temper in the country 

to corredl them. Our Executive Govern­

ment may have at times been ill advifed ; 
but there is a rational and unbounded con­

fidence in the integrity and purity of mo­

tive o f our illuftrious Chief Governor. T o  

the Yeomanry of the City of Dublin, is the 

falvation of Dublin, and all its living con- 
& fequences,



fequences, to be afcribed ; and indeed to the 

Yeomanry o f  the Country at large, and to 

that high fpirit and fuftained energy which 

a fenfeof national dignity and importance is 

fo calculated to infpire, is the Country prin­

cipally indebted for its fafety. Far be it 
from me however, to depreciate the fignal 

and deceive fervices of his Majefty’s regular 

forces; to the zeal and intelligence of the of­

ficers, to the alacrity, the courage, and per- 

fevering patience o f  the men, every praife is 

due; nor can the Nation fafikiently exprefs 

its gratitude to the gallant Engliili militia, 
who in the generolity o f  their devotion to 

the general caufe o f the Empire, forgot the 

cold ilatute w'hich limits their fervice to 
their own iiland, and refolved that the en­

larged fphere o f public duty was their na­

tive country.

But, fuppofing for a moment, that an 

Union were as advantageous to this country, 

as it appears to me to be pernicious, and 
even dangerous to the connection between 

the two countries, and admitting and re-
fpeiting,
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Ijpeding, as I do, the tranfceftdancy, but not 
the omnipotence of the powers o f Parlia­

ment ; I cannot help more than doubting 
their competency to fuch a meafure, with­
out the diredtly expreifed approbation o f  

the People. I f  able and well informed 

men have balanced with refpeit to the 
Odtennial Bill in England, i f  they have 
hefitated as to the power o f Parliament 

to extend its duration even for a few 
years, what muft be thought o f a parlia­

mentary meafure aboliihing the Parliament 

itfelf, and transferring to another kingdom 

the right of legiilating for this country ? —  

It  is furely the duty o f a Member of Parlia­

ment to watch over and maintain the in- 

terefts o f his Conilituents, and thofe of the 

Country at large ; and how can he infure 

the fulfillment of this duty if he fubilitute 

another Parliament in the room of that 

chofen by the People ? or what right can 
he have to delegate a power, which was 
onlv delegated to himfelf, or to transfer a 

confidence, which is perfonal between him 

and his Conilituents ? If even concerning
the
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the ordinary bufinefs o f  the country, it hath 

been the opinion o f the mod refpedtable 

Members of Parliament in both countries, 

that the inftrudtious o f  their Conftituents, 

i f  not mandatory upon their conduit, were 

yet entitled to the greateft refpedt ; what 

muit be the cafe with refpedt to the para­

mount meafure o f  a fundamental change in 

the Conftitution o f  the country ? It may 

be remembered, that during a debate which 

occurred fome years ago in our Parliament, 

on a bill for preventing Revenue Officers 

from voting at Eledtions for Members o f 

Parliament, it was contended, on the part o f  

Adminiftration, and fuccefsfully contended, 

that Parliament had no right to disfran- 

chife men not convidted o f  any crime. I f  

it was then conceived that Parliament, even 
for the fake o f  maintaining its own purity 

and independence, could not defpoil o f 

their franchife a comparatively fmall num­

ber o f  men, notwithftanding the precedent 
o f  an Engliih adl o f Parliament, it furely 

will not be contended that Parliament can be 

empowered to do an adt, which will render

the
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the franchifes of the entire kingdom a mere 

nullity. The great fecurity for the faith­
ful difcharge o f Parliamentary duty has 

been confidered to be the limited duration 
o f  Parliament, whereby, after the expiration 
o f a definitive period, the Reprefentative re­

turns into the mafs of the community, and 

a new choice is given to the Conftituent j 

but this wife precaution of our Conftitu- 

tion would be vain and ineffectual in the 
event o f an Union, when the handful of 
Iriih Senators would be merged in the 

multitude of Engliih Legiilators. T h e  ef­
fect o f  public opinion and cenfure, thofe 
powerful regulators and controuls of hu­

man conduit, muff be null in the cafe o f  an 

United Parliament, which would be placed 

beyond the fphere o f  the operation o f the 

fentiments o f this Country.

If, therefore, it be determined by the
Engliih Cabinet, to bring forward the

meafure of an Union, let the Iriih Pariia-

ment be diiTolved, and a new Parliament

be returned, bringing with it the fenti­
ments



ments o f  the country upon the fubjedt ; 

or let the Freeholders be convened in 

their refpeitive counties, and let the 

fenfe o f  the Nation be declared upon 

a National Queftion of fuch magni­

tude and importance. T o  this pro­

pofal it may be anfwered, that the litu- 

ation of this country at prefent will not 

admit o f  that agitation which mull: ne- 

ceffarily attend a general election and nu­

merous aflemblies o f the people : And can 

it then be affirmed that the ftate and 

temper o f  mind o f  the country, which 

cannot bear the exercife o f the eftabliih- 

ed and acknowledged franchife and privi­

leges of the people, is precifely adapted 

to the Parliamentary difcuffion o f  a quef­

tion which would at any time be attend­

ed with extraordinary agitation and fer­

ment ?

T he ceflation o f  courts martial ihould 

be the fignal for every well informed 

mind to roufe from its lethargy, and to 
unfold thofe powers o f  the underftanding

D which
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which had collapied during the continu­
ance oi the Rebellion : and upon no fub- 
jeét more intereiling to his country can 

the enlightened Iriihman employ his at­
tention than upon that o f an Union j 

which i f  it be a good mealure for Ire­
land, it is only by examination and dif- 

cuffion that its advantages can be deve­

loped and illuftrated -, and i f  it be a bad 
meafure, it is only by the fame touchftones 

that its injurious confequences will be 

deteited and expofed.

It was to proteft and maintain the prefent 
Conftituiion of Ireland that the ai ton idl­

ing fpeCtacle o f the Iriih Yeomanry was 
difplayed ; it was to fupport the King, 

Lords, and Commons o f Ireland, that 

men, whofe, purfuits and habits were the 

molt abhorrent from the profeffion of 

arms, became almoft on a fudden ex­

pert in military evolution and manœuvre ; 

that perfons bred in all the eafe and foft- 

nefs of affluent fortune, voluntarily adopt­

ed the labours, the fatigues, and the pri­

vations



vations o f the military life during a ftate 

o f  W a r; that confirmed habits o f long 

protrafted conviviality, were in a mo­

ment diiTolved and Sacrificed to the impe­

rious circumftances o f the Country : nor 

can it, with any appearance of truth, be 

affirmed, that it was the confoling profped 

o f an Union which Sustained and refrefhed 

the occafionally drooping Spirits o f the 

Irifh Yeoman.

T h e  more important and complicated 

the concerns of a country, (and they be­
come fo in proportion as it advances in 

proSperity) the greater the neceifity ior 

a Legiflature intirely and exclufively oc­

cupied with the affairs o f that country ; 

and, I doubt whether a confolidated L e ­

giflature, fitting in another country, could 
have poflefied the means o f a timely dil- 

covery o f the late Rebellion, which was 

alone the caufe o f  its not overturning the 
Government o f this kingdom. If, as hath 
been afferted, the manners o f the lower or­

ders in the greater part of this kingdom
D 2 are
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are femi-barbarous— is the Legillature 
o f another Country (for fuch it would 

virtually be, notwithftanding the infufion 
o f  a few members from this country) un­
acquainted with the manners and habits 
o f this, and with the changes which may 

occafionally take place in both, or the Iriih 
Parliament fitting in the Capital o f the 

country, the beil qualified to adopt mea- 
fures to reclaim them ?

It hath been obferved by M r. Gibbon, 

when contrafting the political condition 
of the ancient Roman Empire with that 

o f  Modern Europe, that, “  the Chances 

“  o f  Royal and Ministerial talents are 

“  now multiplied with the number of its 

“  Rulers j ”  in like manner it may be faid, 

that the chances o f political witdom 

are now multiplied with the plurality of 

Legiilatures ; and indeed our fyftem of Corn 

Laws, our Regiftry A d ,  and other ads 

which might be cited, refled honour on 
the Iriih Legiilation,

I f



If there were any thing in the phyilcal 

fituation, or in the permanent and immu­

table moral relations and circumilances 

o f  the two countries, (for none other can 

be a ground for an irrevocable meafure) 

which required an incorporating Union, 

it fhould have been atchieved at an earlier 

period o f our hiilory -, for the habits o f  na­

tions like thofe o f  individuals become con­

firmed and inveterate by length o f  time ; 

and it is not at this period o f her political 

exigence, nor in this ilage o f her agricul­

tural and commercial profperity, that Ire­

land iliould be required to fall back and 

fink into the fituation o f  a province. I f  

it be a maxim that political innovations 

are dangerous, is the force o f  that maxim 

leifened on.account o f  the magnitude and 

importance of the meafure ? or, becaufe that 

when once carried into execution it will 

not be in our power to re trail it ? Would 

it be wife in the prefent fituation and 
circumilances o f this country to fuperadd 

another caufe o f  agitation to thofe already 
in exiilence ? or, will the propagation of 

3 French
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French Principles amongft the lower or­

ders, be more effe&ually prevented by a 

meafure, whofe neceifary confequence muft 
be political apathy amongft the higher claf- 

fes o f fociety ? Whilft France with fer­
vid hand is planting democracies all around 

her, ihall we lend our affiftance by re­

moving from this country the nifible Jigns 

o f the Engliih Conftitution ?

But I will yet hope, that no fuch meafure 

is really in contemplation ; I will hope that 
the Minifter of England is perfuaded, as 

every man o f common fenfe in this country 

muft be, that let the merits o f the queftion 

o f an Union, abftradtedly confidered, be 

what they may, the prefent iituation of this 
Country is moft improper and unfit for 

their parliamentary difcuffion. And at a 

time when nothing lefs than an extraordi­

nary Coalition of all the Powers of Europe 

is thought neceifary to oppofe the coloifal 

Power and gigantic Progrefs o f the 

French ; when we have been iuft told
bv



«

by a Miniiter *  in the Engliih Houfe o f  

Lords, that notwithstanding the Prodigies 

o f her Naval Atchievements, England 

herfelf cannot be fafe, unlefs France ihall 

be effectually refitted by land -, can this, 

I fay, be the feafon for making experi­

ments upon the honourable Pride, the 

temper and the feelings o f  an Indepen­
dent Nation?

If, however, in defiance o f  the obvious 

dictates o f prudence and found policy, the 

Queltion o f  an U N I O N  ihall be officially 

brought forward, I truft with confidence 

that both Nations will concur in the rejec­

tion o f a Meafure, the confequence o f 

which, to Ireland, would be the Iofs of 

national honour, dignity, and impor­

tance, and the increafe o f publick bur­

thens and Abfentees j and to England, the 

further deterioration o f her own Parliament 
by the incorporation o f  ours.

• Lord Grenville.
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