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DeaRr SIR,

THE honour you have done me in
deﬁring to know my- fentiments upon
{fome .important ‘occafions, in which the
Interefts of the Bar in Ireland have
been involved during the laft fifteen
years, encourdges me to offer a very
~ few plain Obfervations to your confi-
deration, refpe@ing an Union between
Great-Britain and Ireland, as far as it
refpedts the Interefts of- the Profeffion
of withe Law at large, on your fide of
St. George’s -Channel.

| R ,. Being
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Being at fome diftance from London
during the Chriftmas vacation, I learn
merely from Newf{papers, that a meet-
ing has been held to confider of this
Subje@, in which it.was almoft una-
nimoufly agreed, that {uch an Union
would be difadvantageous to our Pro-
feffion in Ireland. You may recolle&
that [ argued with a degree of warmth,
which nothing but your Good-nature
could have juftified, againft taking away
the Appeal and Writ of Error from
Ireland to. England. When you de-
fired my fentiments in writing upon
that fubje@, I then foretold, that the
Value of Irith Security, even the beft,
would be greatly depreciated in the
ercs of the Englith Capitalifts ; and I
remember, after having reafoned on the
more important parts of the fubjed,

that
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that I cgprcﬁ'cd a :hopc, that no mean

and wretched confideration of intercept-

ing a few briefs on their way to Eng-
land, had any fhare in guiding the
Opinions of fuch Members of Parlia-
ment as were Lawyers; hoping that
they were fufficiently acquainted with
the real f_oundat'ion of their own prof-

perity, namely, the general advancement

~ of the Country in Commerce and in Agri-

culture. 1 obferved to you, that if the
continuance of the Appeal and Writ of
Error fhould / facilitate the lending of
a portion of the increafing Britith Ca-
pital in Ircland, the regulating and
prote@®ing hand of the Law would be
required in proportion to its productive
offe@s in Ireland, and- the affiftance of
the Minifters of that Law required in
the fame proportion.

Perfons
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Perfons of g;eat_conﬁderation in your
Country have informed me, that little
Englith Capital has been lent in' Ire-
land fince fhat period; and, that as
to profeffional profits arifing  from Ap-’-*
peals and Writs of Error, thefe have
never amounted to fo much as went :
to pay for powdermg the Tyc-w:gs in

the Four-courts.

The furprife_with which I read the
refult of your deliberations, in the
Newfpapers, was the greater, becaufe
in €very company, which has hap-
pened to converfe on this fubje@ 'in
fny prefence,’it had besn without dif.
cuffion affumed as a thing which could
not_ poflibly be controverted, that the -
landed,Interef’c, the mercantile profef-
fion, and ke Profeffors  of the Law,

muit
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ntljuﬁ- be gainers. by fuch an event
beyond all power ~of prefent calcu-
lation. It amazed myfelf and others
when we found, that part of a Pro-
poﬁtlon which 3ppcarcd to us o ma-
nifeftly plain one way, and infeparable
from the reft, fhould appear cqually
manifeft to a large and enlightened
body of men the other way. Of two
opinions diametrically oppofite the one
to the other, holden by two fets of
men converfant with. the fubje@®, one
muft be perfe@ly erroncous, I will en-
deavour to thew that the miftaken rea-
foning lies with you ; and, although no
Englith Barrifter js perfonally interefted
in the point, I fhall be happy, for the
fake of ‘truth, to have it fhewn, if
you Pfhaﬁll be of that opinion, and able

{o
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{o to do, that the miftaken reafoning’

lies with me,

No account has yet been 'givchl to
the Public (I fpeak from New{papers
only) of the media through which the
Profeffion in Ireland arrived at their
conclufion, of an Union being hoflile |
to their Interefts: I mufl, therefore,
endeavour to guefs at ‘them, and hav-
ing confidered them fhortly, fhall pro-
ceed through. my own media to fhew .
the vaft advantage of it to all B_raﬁches

of the Profeffion in general.

Bat firft, Sir, I mufl take a very
(hort view of the conflitution of your
Bar, as contrafted witlr that of Wefl-
minfter-Hall, in order to thew that as
far as regards the Bar, the objections

to
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to an Union proceed from fome wvices
in that Conftitution, of which I muft

be permitted to fpeak freely. 4

Your education for the fober, accu-
rate and laborious profeffion. of an Ad-
vocate begins among you, by attendance
for a year or two at the Temple. You
- and I know well, how few of thofe
Students are really intent on their Stu-
dies.  Pleading and, conveyancing, I
have very feldom known ferioufly ftu-
died by the Students of your Country.
On their return to Ireland, they are,
in no long {pace of time, called to the
Bar, and no {mall portion of them, be-
fore their undérﬁandings are  matured
by anfwering cafes, or condu&ing, or
a.ﬂiﬁmg in condu&ing important caufes,
‘e, j:durc they have laidin any wcll‘-digeﬁed

ftore
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firore of Principles to be reddys, as
current Coin, or have fixed any. fets of
leadifig cafes in their memory, get
rumbling into defultory argumenf at the
Bar, without good Methed, of any di-
reGt quod eff demonfirandum,” in view, and
having talked long. and loud, are not
4 little commended by every ore who
- knows nothing "of ‘the matter. Thus
eminently {uecefsful, our young Hor-
TENSIUs is folicited to accept of a feat
in P_arliarrnent; he does fa at the en-
fuing Eleftion, comes into the Houfe
of Commons in Irdland with the for-
midable appellation of Counfellor, difplays
his unchaftifed reafoning and ill-digefted
lcarning,-’day after day, and becomes
that mongrel kind of thing which is
neither Lawyer or Statefman, as one
often fees two vety good ' things put

| together
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together which made one very bad one.
Men of this defcription are certainly
Barrifiers, and, as fuch, entitled to a
Voice in every meeting of the Profef-
‘fion at large. They are not, however,
what Lord Coke emphatically calls
< Jad and difcreet Lawyers;” to men of
the former defcription, a Parliament at
hand, which furnithes ‘an Arena for a
fort of Prize-fighting, 1s certainly of
confiderable value, becaufe, by parlia-
mentary intrigue, ‘they may be prema-
turely placed in fome tolerably-pro-
fitable flation in the Profeffion.

You ‘obferve that I divide the Bar
in ‘Ireland into BARRISTERS, and
Lawyers, Now. the mere Barriffer
(as I ufe the word) is, in my judg-
ment, a member of Society wvery detri-

C mental
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mental to its true Interefts. He con-
founds feparate obje@s of ftudy and
purfuit, at a period of life when they
fhould be kept feparate and diftin@,
and . never after can be perfe& in
either. His influence, bufile, and tinfel
fparkling, enable him to ufurp the place
of the Lawyer, who is greatly injured

by his manceuvres, and parliamentary

fu pport.

That fuch men therefore, Sir, will
at as men fighting for their only fup-
port and means of advancement, I
can eafily conceive; and ‘they are fight-
ing pro aris et focis, But let me turn
a little towards the Lawyers. By the -
'Lawyers I mean the men, who, though
comparatively few, have laboured with
diligence, who have toiled through the

laborious
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labotious department of caufes for years s
who argue with concifenefs and to a
point ; who filently acquire the efteem
of the Bench, and of thofe who"
underftand the fubje®; and who, when
they have acquired the reputation of
men of gravity and weight,_come into
Parliament to affit on more important
occafions. 1 {peak of Tifdals, Ma-
lones, Fitz-Gibbons (Father and Son),
Yelvertons, Wolfes, &c. &c. Will not
the field be cleared for future Lawyers of
their defcription, ‘and the few Prizes
which the Profeflion affords, be far
more within their reach, when the ex-
peGtants on’ parliamentary affiftance are
reduced in number, or are no more?
and will not the Public be moift ef-
fentially benefited by that redu&ion or

annihilation ?

What
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What proportion of thofe whom I
have ftiled Lawyers, have diffented
from an Union at the Mecting 1 have
alluded to, does not appear;' -‘but if
cver men voted for a felf-denying or-
dinance, they have certainly done
fo, if they difapproved, of an Union
on that occafion.  Before, however, I
place any reliance on the fenfe of that
meeting, fo far as it confifted of the Ad-
vocates, I muft knox}v, what proportion
the Barrifters bore to the real Lawyers,
and what number of the real Lawyers,
that is, the:juft and true Candidates
for perfonal Employment and high Of-
fice, fo declared themfelves, Of the
other department in the Profeflion,
namely, that of Solicitors and Attor-
nies, I fay nothing particular in this
place, as much of my own réafoning

upon
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upon the fubje@ will be addrefled to
them, to which' I immediately pro-

ceed.

I affume it without any apology. as
an Axiom, that if Ireland were diftin-
guithable from Great-Britain by no
othcr circumftance, than that a tra-
veller muft add to his pofting, a few
hours paflage by fea; that kingdom
rich in cultivated, and perhaps more
fo in uncultivated foil, bleft alfo with
a mild climate, muft increafe in Wealth
and Population, in a proportion beyond

any thing we have heard of, even in

America.

The Capital of Great-Britain has in-
creafed to a fize incredible ; when' peace
fhall “come, fome of thofe channels

which ufed to abforb much of it, will

not
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not bé¢ open in the degree they havé
heretofore been, I mean the Weft-In-
dics. Good and found fecurity will be
at hand, without rifk of knavifh Over-
feers and  Attornies, hurricanes, dry
feafons, long and circuitous litigations,
& e BN per cent in Ireland, with
ultimate Juftice in the united Parlia-
ment, will draw to Ireland a very
large portion of the ‘unwiecldy Engiiﬂl
Capital, '

What will be the cffe®? I venture
to fay no.lefs than, that in thirty or
forty years.after peace fhall be reftored
to Ireland, and all diffin@ion between
her and Great-Britain done away, the
whole face of the Country will be
changed. . I will give a powerful inflance

of
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of the fudden and lafting advantage
produced in our own time, by the ope-
ration even of a meretricious Capital
making its appearance for a fhort time

only,

When the famous Ayr Bank dege-
nerated from its original purpofe, an
immenfe faQitious Capital, 'in pape;-
money, inundated Seotland, circulated
without difficulty. for fome years, and
performed all the offices of real Cafth.
The effe@ was, that during this tem-
porary wealsh, the whole fuce of the
coimtry was ‘improved in a mof} fur-
prizing degree.  The individual Pro-
prietors ' loft a great deal in the end,
and the Public gaimed a very great and
lafting advantage, Englith Capital by

no



16

no means finds its way into Scotland
readily, by means of Loan, by reafon
of fome difference in the laws refpe&-
ing landed fecurities in the two Coun- ‘
tries, which will not be the cafe as
between England and Ireland; and yet
in feventy years Glafgow has become
a City fo confiderable, that it is doubted
whether Glafgaw, L-iverpool, or Biriftol
ragk next to the port of London in
bufinefs and wealth. Round the Muf-
lin ManufaQory, land lets at five and
fix pounds an acre. It is familiar to
afk, “whether you have been in Scot-
land  within thefe fifteen or twenty
years? If you anfwer no; the reply is,
¢ believe me you would not know it
again it is fo improved.” Let me then,
Sir, put this plain queftion to your
common fenfc: Can the variety of

fubje&-
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fubje@®-matter over which municipal
law's‘c_)pcrate, increafe, without an 1in-
creafe of employment to all thofe con-
cerned in the adminiftration of thofe
municipal Laws, from the Great-feal
down to the Tipftaff? Muft not “con-
‘tralts of every defcription, fettlements
of every defcription, and all the tranfac-
tions of men take ‘place’ with refpect
to this new-created propetty, if I may

fo call it, as well as' with refpe@ to
the old ?

The vaft proportion of the richeft
land in the*world which remains to be
drained, inclofed, &c.: The vaft com-
munications which remain to be made
from ‘lake to lake, and from great ri-
ver. to great river, dazzle and confound
me ; with the profpe@ of the vaft in-

D creafe
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creafe -of {ubje-matter, which muft
arife from the "Law of Property to
work upon. You may as well imagine,
my good friend, that population can in-
creafe without an increafe of profit
to Shoemakers and Taylors, as that a
country can climb from a low to 'a
high ftate of Agriculture and Commerce
without raifing. the Stocks, (as we fay
in Weftminfter-Hall) of the Four-courts,
ten fold.

Commerce and Agriculture have been
fhamefully neglected till within thefe laft
fifty years in Great-Britain. Is it not
notorious that the King’s-Bench Stocks
(as_they are humoroufly called) bore no
proportion fifty years ago to their pre-
fent price? I am informed too, and
moft readily believe it (becaufe, ac-

cording
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cording to my principles, it cannot pof-
fibly be otherwife) that the general
gains of the Bar at Edinburgh, have,
fince the Union, gradually kept pace
with the vaft improvement and great
wealth of the Country. This is really
too plain a point to argue wupon far-
ther. Lawyers thrive in rich paftures,

not in fandy deferts, nor in bogs.

But, Sir, I willlown to you that al-
though I was greatly f{urprifed at read-
ing that the Bar, including the Lawyers,
had reprobated am Union; yet, that I
was ten times more furprifed, when I
read in this very day’s Paper, that this
feemed | to 'be the fentiments of Ar-
ToRN1ES and SoLiciTors. - Now, Sir,
the fubje&-matter of the employment
of thofe Members of the Profeflion, is

- : quicquid
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- quicquid agunt bommes. 1 fhoul.d think
it a moft incontrovertible . pr0poﬁtitm,,% |
that if you increafe the employment of
a Country ten fold, you will iacreafe
the employment of this neceflary body
of mén perhaps much more thaAn ten fold,
I remember fomewhere: in. Dodiley’s
colle&tion, fome lines from a young
Lady to her brother, on being called to
the Bar, in which' fhe fuppofes, that,
“ Purfes and Maces float before his
eyes.” I really fhould have thought,
that on the. bare inention of a Junc-
tion between England and Ireland on
a perfeitly equal footing as to Com-
merce and Agriculture, Canal Bills, In-
clofure Bills, vaft Drainages, Leafes with
various provifions to encourage firft Te- -
nants, Bonds and Mortgages, Agree-
- ments, &c. &c. &c. would have floated

bcforc
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before the eyes of every Solicitor in
Dublin. I thould have thought that_ .
Policies, Charter-parties, &c. would not
have efeaped his imagination ; and, that
as the Sea-port Towns and others, grc;w
in profperity in Ireland, his Agency from
“the country would have appeared a thing

likely to increafe rapidly in value.

Thus, Sir, have I thrown out with
perfect freedom, not my fentiments only,
but thofe that are current in the fociety
which I live in, mon meus bic Sfermo
but merely what 1 have never heard

difputed,

One thing indeed I have omitted. It
is faid that your Bar is of opinion, that
the profeflion will bear a lasge fhare
of the. l:cr)fs of ,Proﬁt by tbe depopulation

o
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of Dublin, in the event of an Union

of the two Parliaments.

The habits of your mind, unlefs you
are greatly altered within a few years,
will, T know, lead you'to prefer one
ftout fa&, to a thoufand arguments 4

priori.

In feventy years Edinburgh has added "’
to its old . Town two moft beautiful
and magnificent additions which may
well be called Cities, inhabited by a
grcat- number of the opulent Nobility
and Gentry of the Country. The
Courts of Juflice, the Univerfity, and
the feveral‘ literary Bodies, furnifh one
of the beft and moft rational focieties
in Europe. A Winter's campaign to
London is not, in point of expence,

within
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within the compafs of many who live
very handfomely during the. Winter in
Edinburgh; and, at the fame time,
educate a-nd introduce their Children
to good Company. It is not a tran-
fient expedition to London, that will
incorporate any one into the firft fo-
cicties there ; wherefore, few Scotch fa-
milies undertake them. Why, Sir,
fhould not this be the natural courfe
of things with refpet to Dublin ? That
Capital will have all the attra@ions that
learned and good focicty can give.
Few Sir Francis Wronghead’s, not in
Parliament, ~will take this - €NOrmous
Journey, in order to be in reality in a
more contracted fociety than they would
enjoy in Dublin, amidft their old ac-
quain_.t:.ance, relations, and friends; and

that
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that too at double the expence. Is it
not much more probable that, as Tre-
land by general improvemcr}t'.ac(iuires
a more univerfal competerice thar fhe
at prefent enjoys; the number of per-
fons who will be able. to afford a re-
fidence in Dublin, will increafe very
fat? but; that perfons of overgl-'own )
wealth, who pant for a London Win-
ter, witll be co.m'parativcly very few in
number, and- never will be fo many
as to affe the local profperity of Dub-
Lin? The fame caufes which have made
Edinburgh increafe to fo great a de-
oree, muft operate in Ireland, if it be
true that the.fame caufes will ever
produce the fame effeCis; and, to that
I truft, rather than to any defponding

fpeculations.

Having
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Having given you my opinion en
this fubje®, as fur as it refpe@s the
profeflion of the L2 in Ireland, pes.
mit me to add, that Ireland has now
an oépbrtunity, which may never again
oceur, of becoming ope of the firf
countries in the world, How far an Union
1S or is not beneficial ¢ Enélaﬂd, I think
is much more problematical and, perhaps
I may take an Opportunity of fhewing,
that this mealure, . however beneficial
to Ireland, is not lightly to. be acceded
to on the part of England, ang defire
you will not confider me as pledged
to any opinion on the general queflion
as far as it relates to Great-Britaiy, Be-
ing unwilling that any {mall point,
(fuch as the intereft of any particular

E profeflion)
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profcﬁioh) fhould be fo 'palpably mif-

underftood, as I think it has been 1n
Treland, I have put this much upon
paper, but whether the cxpe&éd tran-
quillity of Ireland and its future wealth
and profpcrity, may, Of r'nay not be dearly
purchafed by Great-Britain, by reafon
of the important changes which a junc-
~ tion of Parliaments may occafion, in
the frame of her own Conftitution, are
grave and weighty points, on which 1
am difpofed, till “better advifed, more
thén to"doubt; and muft hear much
more, than 1 have yet done to {atisfy
me, that a mine may not now be form-
' ing, if it be trug, that an Union of the
two Parliaments 18 ferioufly intended,
which may f{pring at a diftant day,

and
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and totally deftroy that delicate balance

on the prefervation of which the ex-
iftence of our Conftitution wholly de-

pends. I am,
Dear Sig,
Your very faithful, and

Very obedient Servant,

* * @ =%
Lexnox,

December the 2gth,
1798.

THE LIND.
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