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THE
PROBABLE CONSEQUENCES
N S E\O o N,

IMPARTIALLY CONSIDERED.

SURELY it muft be admitted; that ia
order to underftand the Queftion of an
Union, or ‘any Queflion, it ought to un-
dergo-a temperate and fober difcuffion,
unlefs we mean to incur the Ridicule of
a Blunder, that is, in order to underftand
the mierits and demerits of the Queflion,
or whether it may be an advantage to
Trithmen or not, we thould prevent the
difcuffion of it.
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If the People of Ireland were convineced
that a Union, or incorporation of our Le-
giflature with that of Great Britain, would
produce general fatisfaction, and a perma-
nent melioration of their condition, put
an end to religious -and party enimoﬁties', |
fhould they be convinced thaf their per-
fons and properties would be prote&ted, and
that they could live in peace and fecurity
at home, (as is the cafe throughout Great
Britain,) and that their manufalures, com-
merce, and agriculture, would be fully en-
couraged and prote@ed; and fhould they
be alfo convinced, that 'the attainment of
thefe defirable objeéts cannot be procured
without a Union.with Great Britain, it
.would be an infult to the underftandings
of mankind to fuppofe that any rational
being, and particularly that a fenfible
people thould hefitate what part to a&
after fuch conviQion; the fubje@ is cer-
tainly worthy of cool, temperate, and de-
liberate confideration, or it will be impof-
. fible to determine whether jt may be be-
neficial to this country or not. T fhall,
therefore, under the influence of 2 mind
ufiprejudiced, and of a wifth to reconcile
all parties, fubmit fuch obfervations as

appear
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appear fuitable to the fubje@, under all
the exifting circumftances of both coun-
tries, to the temperate confideration and
difcuffion of the true friends of Ireland.

- Hiftory does not inform us, that the
people of Ireland, at any time before her
connection with England, had enjoyed a
ftate of domeftic fecurity, or a conftitution,
or power, to preferve their perfons and
properties from violation. On the con-
trary, it is well authenticated, that, before
the Irith people had connected themfelves
with England, they were conftantly dif-
turbed by civil wars, or foreign invafion;
from both caufes no country ever ex-
perienced more misfortune without any
advantage : hence, the people, compofed
of different contending nations, with oppo-
fite interefts, manners, and cuftoms, dif-
united, and, diftrufiful of each other, ex-
ifted in a continual fcene of animofity and
warfare; without commerce, arts, or in-
dufiry, and accuftomed to fuperflition, bi-
gotryyand to the moft favage and ferocious
kind of warfare, fet all manner of civil
and commercial intercourfe with foreign
pations at defiance. Such was the mife-

rable
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fable and diftraQed ﬁtuauon of the Irifh,
when fome of their petty tyrants, w with
which the country abounded, having fled
from the perfecutions of others more POw-
erful, invited Henry II. of England to come
over, invade, and conquer this country.
Ireland divided, became an eafy conqueft ;
and thenceforth, tired of her former dif-
tracted and unhappy circumflances, fub-
mitted to Henry, and became, with com-
mon confent, a part of the pofieflions of,
and dependent on, the Crown of England.
Then the jealoufy of France (evermore
the common enemy of mankind, but par-
ticularly fo of England, whom fhe confi-
dered as her rival,}-arofe to an high degree,
and fhe never omitted an opportunity of at-
tempting to feparate Ireland from England,
from a well-grounded fuppofition, that both
countries, if well united, would become an
over-match for her: this is-a matter fo well
known and underflood, that it feems per-
fectly unneceflary in this place to comment
further on it. It is generally admitted by -
all well-informed perfons in Great Britain
and Ireland, that the condition of Ireland
has been gradually improving fince her firft
conne&ion
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connection with England, and particularly
fince the commencement of his prefent Ma-
jefty’s Reign, her population has doubled;
arts, induftry, manufa@ures and commerce
have been introduced and well encouraged,
and a general confidence and friendfhip
feemed to, and a@ually did, exift, among
all ranks of the people; when France, in
the career of Revolutionary madnefs, aided
and 1nvited by a few fa@ious and defpe-
rate adventurers who had nothing to lofe,
blew up afreth in this country the dying
embers of religious bigotry and national
jealoufy, the confequences of which are
too recent to require further explanation.

It is certain Ireland cannot fupport her-
felf as a free, feparate, and independent na-
tion, enjoying the fruits of commerce, ma-
nufaQures, and agriculture, in that degree
whichher{oilandfituationhavefo eminently
qualified her for; and the reafon is obvious,
even were experience and example wanting
to prove it. Ireland, fituated in the neigh-
bourhood of the two moft cultivated and
powerful rival nations in the world, muft.

be
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be dependent on one or other of them.
France, from her immenfe population and
vaft armies, has obtained fuperiority on
the Continent of Europe only, while Great
Britain, from her jnfular fituation, fuperior
indufiry, and wealth, arifing from her un-
limited commerce, fupported by'a Navy,
the envy of France, and the admiration of
the whole world, can alone check, and has
always checked, the wicked and tyranni-
cal ambition of France. Ireland, from her
infular fituation, and being fo very near
a neighbour and convenient to Great Bri-
tain, need not dread the armies or power
of France, while our ports and trade are
prote&ed by the invincible navy of Great
Britain. Hence it is obvious, which of
the two rival nations it thould be our in-
tereft to conneét with. Britain is our
neareft and deareft neighbour; already con-
ne@ed. by every tie of mutual intereft;
and, what can be more ccrtain, than that
the clofer our conneion, the greater will
be the benefit to both, particularly when
both Countries enter into a juft and fair
agreement to that effeGt ?

1,
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If, in a {pace of twenty years, Ireland
has flourithed in a degree beyond all for-
mer example, and unexpected by her, as
it is certain fhe has done, through the
friendthip, protection, and afliftance of
Great Britain, what degree of improvement
in wealth, indufiry, commerce, libcrty and
laws, may fhe not expect hereafter, when
cemented with Great Britain, under their
united Legiflature and Government ; then
no diftin@ion or preference will obtain ;
but mutual intereft will operate through-
out the united Empire of Great Britain
» and Ireland, aQing'as one nation, The
refult of fuch a'Conne@ion is obvious to
every unprejudiced mind; the united king-
doms will become impregnable to France,
orany other power ; perfonal fecurity, and
property of every kind will be equally pro-
tected, and eﬁcouraged, and internal tran-
quillity and domeftic comforts will be en-
joyed by all his Majefly’s fubje@s, while
the Commerce of the Empire will bring us
a degree of wealth, affluence, and confe-
quence, never known before in Ireland ;

~ and_ pride, poverty, ignorance, bigotry,
3 1¢lenefs
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idleriefs and mifery, fo long our compa<
nions, will vanifh for ever. '

It may be afked, how can a Union ex-
tinguifh religious bigotry and animofity ? I
will anfwer, that an equitable Union once
cftablithed, will be the moft probable and
certain way of extinguithing all religious
bigotry and party animofities.

. The Roman Catholics amount in num-
Ber to about three-fifths of the inhabitants
of Ireland, gnd we have the authority of -
their robility, bithops, principal clergy, and
of their moft refpe@able gentry, that they
confider themfelves, (fince “the principal
refiraints and difabilities, they formerly
labouted - under, were removed, by the
kindnefs and affe@ion of a beneficent Pro-
teftant King, and a liberal Proteftant Par-

liament) to enjoy nearly as great a thare of
civil and religious liberty, as they could or

ought to expe&, with fafety to that King,
that Parliament, and to the Conftitution ;
and which Conftitution, and King, the
greater part, or I believe the whole body
of the principal Roman Catholics in Fre-
land, have from time to time {worn to

proteci,
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prote®, maintain and defend ; norinfaltis
any thing to be feared from that refpecta-
ble body ; notwithftanding the great num-
ber of the loweft order of that religion were
by the wicked infinuations and artful ‘con-
du& of a few unprincipled and defperate
republicans, of no religion, feduced tojoin
in the late unnatural and favage rebellion ;
but which infamous rebellion, the great
and refpetable body of Reman Catholics
in every part of the kingdom, affifted with
heart and hand to fupprefs and extinguith.
Even fuppofing, though not in any degree
admitting, danger to be apprehended from
the Roman Catholics, on account of their
{uperiority in numbers, even in that cafe,
an Union is the moft certain and probable
way of extinguithing any foolith claims
that might endanger the fafety of the Con-
flitution of thefe kingdoms, and particu-
latly the profperity of Ireland; for their
numbers in the united empire of Great
Britain and Ireland, would be very incon-
fiderable; in proportion to the number of
Proteftants ; and when once they find them-

felves and their neighbours of every other
fe& alike engaged in extenfive commerce,
manufadtures and agriculture, all foolifh

c religious
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religious difputes and animofities will effec-
tually fubfide, fink into induftry, and for
‘ever vanifh throughout the united king-
doms. And I am confident every honeft
and unprejudiced Roman Catholic in Ire-
land, confcious of the kind and paternal
intention of our gracious Sovereign, in
eftablithing a proper feminary for the
education of their clergy; and when a
fuitable provifion is made for their com-
fortable fubfiftence as in the event of an
Union, would be the cafe, will find him-
felf interefted in fupporting and maintain-
ing a conftitution and eftablithment, * that
prote@s their civil and religious liberties.

Much has been faid by the United Irifh-
_men, and their malevolent abettors, about
the condu@ and views of Orangemen ; they
have infidioufly and induftrioufly propagat-
ed every where, that the inftitution of
Orangemen, is mercly to exterminate the
Roman Catholics. I am happy to have it
in my power, to prove that the Orangemen
never affociated againft the Roman Catho-
lics, or any other religious fe ; for their
principle was, and is, to defend and pro-

te@ the King and Conflitution, againft all
enemies
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encmies of whatever defcription they
might be; and furely it is paft all
doubt, that the late rebellion was not a
Popith rebellion ; for though it 1s admitted
that a great number of the lower order of .
the people concerned in it, were Roman
Catholics, yet it will never be forgot that
mofily all the leaders, inftigators, and pro-
moters of it, were either profefled Proteft-
ants, Prefbyterians, Mecthodifts, and re-
publicans of every {e&, who,through def-
perate circumflances, arifing from their
profligacy and idlenefs, and the want of
any juft principle of religion or moralitv,
after the recent-and infamouily tyrannical
example of modern France, cxpe@ed to

get that wealth and independence, in the
gencral confufion, by murders and rob-
beries, which, in a fettled ftate of civil
fociety, their-abandoned infamy, idlenefs,
and want of induftry, muft have refufed
them ; when a loyal and well-minded
part of the people find fuch encouragement
and prote@ion as is confiftent with thc ge-
neral‘fafety of the whole, they will not
only continue loyal and faithful, but they
will with their lives and properties fupport
and defend that Conftitution and Govern-

£ ment
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ment that gives them fecurity and protee-
tion ; and the Roman Catholic, once enjoy-
ing fuch proteion and fecurity, will pre-
fer that eftablithment and conflitution to
any promifed, and delufive innovation,
which if fuccefsful would certainly deftroy
and overturn, all religious and civil focie-
ties, and render property of every kind
~ precarious, and dangerous to the exiftence
of its poffeflor.

The experience of many ages has fully
proved, that the profperity of Ireland has
been principally and conftantly checked by
religious and party quarrels ; and it is alfo
certain that Ireland has been, from the
carlieft time' that hiftory informs us of,
until her conne@ion with England, a bone
of contention among the feveral powers of
Europe, and that fhe never could maintain
herfelf independent of either of them.
Why then, thould we hefitate, to put our-
felves in that fituation which only can pro-
cure, and protect, our future peace, prof-
perity and happinefs ?

When we are united with Great Britain
under the fame laws, legiflature and Go-
: _vernment,
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vernment, our interefts will in all refpeQs
be the fame, the wealth, happinefs and
ftrength of the empire will be perceived
and felt in every part of it, and propor-
tionably fhared by all its fubje@s withont
diftin@ion. Then we fhall blefs the Union,
and with our lives and propertics prote
it, and that happy Conflitution, which ali
the world envy and admire, and the beft
informed writers have allowed to be the
excellence of human wifdom. Let me
here fubjoin another reafon for ag
Union : Great Britain and Treland united in
legiflation, will through every vein receive
the flow of united firength, which under
two jarring, diftinét, and feparate legtflatures
they can never enjoy in a perfe&t and falu-
tary degree, and the incorporation of the
two Parliaments will pofitively prevent #4¢
continuance of an unneceffary and immenfé as.
nual expence to both countries.

If an .'fguitaéle Union is once eftablifhed,
the inhabitants of Ircland will find them-
felves. dccply' engaged in extenfive agricul-
ture, indufiry, and commerce; the minds
of.the people will expand with their means ;

their
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their knowledge and civilization, will
{weeten their manners, all parties will be
athamed of, and bury in oblivion, every
degree of animofity, from whatever fource
it had defcended, or proceeded ; induftry
will occupy the mind, and the probable
confequences will be a conftant and unin-
terrupted internal peace; our numerous
bogs and unprofitable mountains will be
drained and reclaimed, which will more
than doubly increafe the population and
wealth of the country; and which moft
defirable improvements the former diftra&-
ed and miferable ftate of Ireland has here-
tofore prevented, nor is it likely, under the
prefent jarring {yftem, to grow better. An
equitable Union with fo very wealthy and
powerfal a nation as Great Britain, muft
attra@ to us a vaft proportion of that wealth
and power, which will ultimately tend to
improve and reclaim our country every
way ; fo much fo, that along with her na-
tural fituation and fertile foil, it will then
be defirable, and perbaps fafbionable, to re-
fide in Ireland; but what man in our pre-

fent and paft circumftances would of choice
live
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live in a wretched and divided country,
full of rancour and animofity, among our
ignorant, miferable and idle peafantry, ad-

di@ted by cuftom to thieving and drunken-
nefs, and impatient of all civil reftraint and

lawful fubordination ?

It muft be admitted by every candid
and unprejudiced perfon, that this is a
fubje@ that ought, at this critical junc-
ture, to be well weighed in the fcale of
reafon, and meet with a temperate and
fober difcuflion. And if the foregoing
flatement of probable confequences is ad-
mitted, and likely to prove the refult of
an Union, how, in the name of God, thould
we hefitate to embrace {fo favourable an
opportunity of improving our country and
properties, and of fecuring both, in future,
_frbm the defigns of United Rebels, and their
French Mafters? However, my Country-
men, if you'fhould, after a fair and tempe-
rate difcuffion of this moft important fub-
je&, be convinced that you can be better
~ offy.and maintain yourfelves, without a
Union, as a feparate, independent State,

(Which, confidering all circumftances, I
COLCEIVE
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conceive to be morally impoflible) reje

it: but, I forefee your good fenfe will de=. -

cide, and conclude, under all circumf{tances,

that you can never maintain the peace,
{fccurity, and profperity of your co.uhtry,
without the affiftance and prote&ion of
Great Britain, which every fenfible Irifh-
man ought to promote and encourage to
the utmoft. For feveral years paft, and
particularly fince the. commencement of
the French Revolution, have not the def-
perate and deftru@ive Schemes of the
United Irith Confpirators fpread terror
through every part of this unfortunate
country ? Scarcely a nobleman, a gentle-
man, of any religion, unlefs he entered
into, or winked at the cenfpiracy, efcaped
being robbed of his arms! and were not
great numbers of the moft loyal fubjeéts
murdered for refifting fuch robberies ? and
is not the {yftem of murder and robbery

fiill continued? have not warand invafion

by our enemies, and favage defolation,
been carried into pratice, by armed and
ferocious beggars, influenced by Repub-
lican Confpirators, leagued with the in-

fernal
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fernal Dire@ory of France, to maffacre
or banifh every man of property or re-
Ipetability in the Kingdom, and feize
upon property in general, for their own
wicked purpofes ? nor could their defigns
be prevented, (notwithftanding the loyalty
and {pirited bravery of our gallant Yeco-
manry Corps and Militia) without the
well-timed pecuniary and military aid af-
forded us by Britain ? It cannot be denied,
‘tis recorded, and certain, beyond all doubt,
Therefore, let us now, or never, effedu-
ally guard againft fimilarattempts; for, my
Jloyal Countrymen, beware! the defigns of
our enemies are not dropped; they only wait
for another opportunity of cartying them
into effect; and, if not prevented and coun-
teraCled by a juft.and immediate confoli-
dation of the United Wifdom and Force
of the Empire, our lives and properties
will be the forfeit.

Cannot Articles of a Union be {6 framed
as to encreafc our wealth and population,
by the encouragement of arts, agriculture,

 enforced, and ermigration be pre-
,.m D vented,

erce in general? Cannot refi-
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vented, without inconvenience to indivi-
duals? and cannot this Country be bene-
fited without injury to Great Britain? If
fo, why exclaim againft an Equitable
Union, (for to no other will we ever con-
fent,) on mere improbable fuppofition ?
The arguments ufed againfta Union are not
maintainable ; and every cafe cited againt
the meafure, fails in the {cale of common
fenfe and reafon. Scotland, and Scotchmen,
have been highly benefited by their Union,
and will ever continue to benefit by it.
And furely, by the force of equitable Ar-
ticles of Union between Great Britain and
Ireland, a fhare of every benefit and ad-
vantage may be fecured to us, without in-
juftice toeither Country, or toany party.

That fomething may be {peedily done, in
a temperate and friendly manner, likely

to prote& our perfons and properties; to
heal difcontent; and give Wealth and Prof-

perity to Ireland and Irithmen, has ever
been, and ever will be, the fincere wifh,
of a Friend to HUMANITY.—

. A BARRISTER.

THE END.



