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SOME THOUGHTS, &

IT is aftonithing to perceive the avidity
with which the United Irithmen, and their
fatellites in this kingdom, have {wallowed
down the hint recently thrown out, of a
propofed Union between Great Britain and
Ireland ; though this fcheme if carried in-
to effe@®, would according to my idea,
prove the death-warrant for all the vil-
lainous defigns which are now in embryo,
or might hereafter as they hope, be brought
to matﬁﬁty. Thefe fa&ious {anguinary
wretches, having been effeQually difap-

pointed in their ambitious republican pro-
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je@s, hitherto appear to enjoy a gratification
fo immenfe, that they have not fufficient
command over themfelves to conceal it,
in contemplating the more than proba-
ble embarraflfments, which adminiftration
~may be doomed to contend with, in
bringing forward a meafure of fuch con-
feflced magnitude; and thefe reftrained,
though not compleatly fupprefled, knaves
experience the moft unbounded pleafure,
in concluding that the gentlemen of landed
property in this country, muft neceffarily
give a decided oppofition to a plan, which
is conceived to be pregnant with effential
injury to them: this induces their ma-
levolent difpofition to fuppofe, that their
prefent weakened party will be confide-
rably flrengthened by the acceflion of men
whofe eftates muft labour under a large

annual burden, in contributing to the ex-
. igencies of the State, and upon whom of

courfe, they reckon as malecontents, na-
- turally inclined to attach themfelves to
the caufe of freedom, as they treache-



roufly denominate it, and to refift the rui-
nous intentions of felfith rulers; or that
at anyrate, every wealthy individual among
us, who fets his face againit the levelling
predatory principles which were attempted
to be enforced in this Ifland, upon the
diabolical model of France, would be now
fevercly and defervedly punijfhed, for his
obftinacy in contemning the _glorious fra-
ternization, which was offered for his ac-

c,cptancc.

Did it occut to me that an avowal of
my name could, even probably, ferve any
good purpofe, I would not hefitate a mo-
ment to proclaim it, as no motive of
perfonal fear deters me from doing fo;
but I am convinced that fuch a difcovery,
would not be producive of any ufeful
confequences, eyven prefuming it to pro=
ceed from the greateft Peer in the king-
dom, _!bt;__pau‘fe people always will and ought
to think for themfelves, efpecially upon
points . wherein they happen, to - be them-
felves deeply concerned, fuffice 1t there-

B2
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fote 'to femark, ‘that 'T ‘am an’ Hibernian
by birth! ‘and refidence, that T enjoy a
toﬁipéténcjz‘,""ﬁith which I am ecéntented
—that [ 'am''a ‘warm admirer of ‘our pre-
{ent Conflitution in' Church ‘and State—
that"'T - unfeignedly “wiflr' for the welfare
of 'the place of my mativity—that Iama
sealons advocate for fubordination, and ear-
nefily defire to' fec thet eftablifhment of
ranks in fociety ‘perpetuated—that 1 am
infuperably avetfe to the hosrors'ef a re-
volution, and the unjuft or violent ac-
quifition’ of any'thing belonging toa fel-
Jow-creature—sthat '1am not a placeman,
penfioner, or expéQant in‘any refpet—that
1 never folicited or received any civil,
military or ecclefiaftical favor from Go-
vernment—that 1 will not allow my Joy-
alty to. be mfbrlor to, that of our high-
cmﬁed,Lord Chancellor himf elf nor, though
I hm@ not,,obtained, any reward for at-
taching me. o the happmefs of this coun-
15y, 1do, I efteem.it a proof of intolerable

pride to affert, that my pairiofs ﬁ?Z is more
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pure and difinterefted than that of Henry
Grattan, the. real deceiver, though falfely
denominated Savi_our of Ireland, on whog;;
fuch . enormous {fums were profufely ‘p.c—
flowed—that I f{purn with indignation,
at the a;ll,édged idea of my beingiggatif:iqd
with the bow, of japprobation from any
man; howfoever elevated his fiation may
be, whefe principles and conduct my con-
feierice « fuggefted - to me,, that 1 fhould
treat with abhorrence and contempt, and
that:as I am not a Candidate for fame
or emolument, and defpife the mean a;fs
of aduldtion, I truft ‘my remaining 77cog,
will - remove from me  every imputation
of being {wayed by fervile or mercenary
motives.: ovel 1k '

“About forty-ﬁve Years 4go-the “projed
of an Umdﬁ was fefidtfly debated} tior
do' T fce any “bétter reafon for difputing
about 1t af: this' day,’ than 'prefented “it-
felf 3 in i(‘%fél'if y'car {'dccéfﬁvely fince 'that

ﬁc‘rjfci)d for as harpooneré in order to-di-

S10T¢
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vért the wounded Whale, from making
a deftru&tive attack upon their boats, ‘are
faid to fling an empty cafk into"the fea,
on which he may vent his fury; may not
this obje& be glanced at, for the purpofe
of founding the depth of our profefled Loy-
alty, amidft the diftractions which fill
prevail amongft us, and ‘at the clofe of
a rebellion almoft unexampled, in point of
bafe ingratitude and exterminating barba-
rity ? Should this notion, neverthelefs be
erroneous, I am clearly of opinion that had
the bufinefs under confideration, been final-
ly adjufted at the time to which T allude,
the commercial profperity of this nation
would have more than equalled that of
Scotland, and the confolidated connexion
of the Empire, would have liberated us
from numberle(s fubfequent bones of con-
tention in politics, which ferved no other
end than difturbing our peace, and detach-
ing us from really vfeful and honourable
purfuits. = And fhould the talked-of Union,
beupon cool and maturedeliberation, judged



expedient, Iwould readily fubmit to fuch a
regulation, though attended with areduction
of my annual income; becaufe I am abun-
dantly convinced that without the interpo-
fition of the Britith Navy, -our comparative
national imbecility, and inteftine divifions,
would render us an ealy prey to France;
and then farewell to comfort, affluence and
perfonal fecurity for ever!

A changcin_circurﬁﬁanccs_requires a cor-
refponding alteration in the difpofal, and
arrangement of affairs. The repeal of our
penal laws, may have been literally deemed
a meafure of prudence and juftice; and yet
the original enforcement of them, was
thought to be indifpenfably requifite for the
prefervation of the Proteftant Religion : the
fufpenfion of the Habeas Corpus A&t, may
excite alarms in the breafts of thofe who find
their glorious fchemes fruftrated by fuch a
procedure ; but methinks every fincere fup-
porter of good order, muft approve of any
ordinance which conduces to the {uppreffion
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weneral tranqullhty ‘And thcy Wr}’mfr;;1 raife

fucha funous outery agamﬂ an Union, R}ﬁl
5V 20%

affirm it to be a grofs mfrmgement“of our

Lonﬁitutlon, may as reafonablyalledge that
what we ought not to do to-d;jrfz ‘Jbuld be

improper for to—morrow alfos and‘that thc
Chalking A& was fupcrﬂuous, becaufe therc

of licentioufnefs, and the Qﬂabhﬁlmcn’;i?f

were other prc-emﬁlng law S, amamﬁ nots
and violent aflaults, though makmg no pro—

SLEOH

vifion for this pa.rtlcuiar outragc

Many of us muft fiill recollect haw Thn-
rot, withafew;fmall frigates qndgx..ha&,cqm-
mand, landed @a_body «of French {Iroops
upon this Ifland, and after exciting a ferious
alarm throughout the province of Ulfter at
Jdeaft; would have carried off his  plunder,
svithimpunity, had henot been intercepted
at fea by Commodore Elliot, and compelled
to futrender to the fupcrlonty of Brltlfh va-
lour And a few weeks ago, anothcr
French {quadron of lawlefs robbets land
plunderers, would in the courfe of halfa

dozen of hours ; have effe@ed a defcent up-
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oon this country, and by the affiftance of
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out for us vaf’cly more drcadful work th‘a‘n
rm 0 lasiog

umﬁ;fbo‘?t an Umon, had not thelr
Baﬂﬁ of mu[dér and rapine been prow-
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Indcpendcncc, we are not capable of de-

ﬁhdmg ourfélves: fidin' the mfults of any
furrounding, ““fapacions  enemy. - And
“fh6uld ‘Great Britain leave us wholly to
‘urfelves, ' by withdratwing  from us  the
pratedion of ‘het irtefitible Navy; T thud-
‘der 't the' very thought “of the mifetable
‘condition in which {ch an event Would
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cefsful or formidable oppofition to their
arbitrary machinations, from a firm coaliti-
on againft them of the different parties
upon whom they had evil defigns. By
the arts of intrigue and policy Philip of
Macedon firft obtained the completion of
his ambitious views upon the Grecian ftates;
and by jealoufy and civil diffenfions among
themfelves, they afterwards became an
caly prey to enemies whom. they had be-
fore effe¢tually baffled by their unanimity.
The federal plan refpe&ively cemented be-
tween the Dutch Provinces, the Swifs Can-
tons, and the North American States, clear- -
ly exhibits the expediency of a clofe con-
nexion between them to preferve their ge-
neral Independence; and the proximity of
Scotland to England, between which the
Partition-wall is almoft ideal, fatisfalorily
proves that Nature intended they fhould
be united under one head, not only as a
préventative againﬂ inteftine commotions

among themfelves, but alfo to advance
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their power and confequence, and to fe--

cure them the more ftrongly againft the hof-
tile projects of any enemy that looked
upon them with a jealous eye, or {erioufly
meditated their fubjugation. Highly ap-
plicable to ourfelves 1s the wife leffon of
the father who, on his death-bed, . called
in his fons, to whom he delivered a bun-
dle of twigs tied up, defiring them to break
it, which they in vain effayed to do, but
were able to accomplifh it with eafe, when
the rods were fingly prefentcd to them; from
which he took an opportunity of inculcat-
ing the indifpenfable duty of fraternal con-
cord to mantain their mutual fafety, The
inhabitants of Ireland, intimately joined
to Great Britain, and relying upon Pro-
vidence for protection, may {mile with {u-
perlative contempt at the menaces of all
furrounding foes ; feparated from England
they muft inevitably become the conquer-
ed vaffals of fome powerful affailant, even

{fuppofing our fifter kingdom not to be
C 2
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the attacking nation, but merely to remain
neuter, and leave us to our fate.  Andif
we heartily bcwall the forrows of our
blecding Cnuntry, lacerated fo grievouily
by y civil féuds, I cannot concexvc a remedy
1o efficacious as an Umon, not only to heal
our prefent wounds, but alfo to a& as an
antidote to ward off future. onfets from

the parts which arc now found to be fo ve-
ry vulnerable, |

“

It is 'infinuated that an Union ‘would
prove highly prejudicial to our’ manufac-
“tures;, becaufe,| when tHe Englith Mer--
chant, 'burdened with large protecting du-
ties | iny ongfavor, 'is able té underfel us in
our own, markets, ‘what muft be the cafe
when [theéfedifficulties ate removed 7' Ad-
mitting;this obje&ion to'be Well-founded,
¥et 1 am led to imagine that the complaint
18 40 be Nattributed to our own corduc in
H@reat degiee,” and’ that additional induf-
iy and frugality' on ‘6ur fide would admi-

niftér a compleat cure for what we are



1§
difpofed to regard as an intolerable evil.
Sorry am I to obferve that we are deﬁit}\lgg
- of that integrity in our dealings which cha-

racterizes the inhabitants of England jp_an
eminent manner; that unpardonable };rifle
deters us from embarking in fevera) branch-
es of bufinefs to which they afﬁduouﬂy ap-
ply themfelves ; and that we frequently re-
tirc' from the buftle of an aive life, to
fquander in luxury and diffipation a for-
tune which we call confiderable, but
which many of our Britith neighbours
would reckon no more than a moderate
capital for the commencement of trade.
Befides, fhould we not confider that in
the exportation of, Beef, Butter, and vari-
ous other articles, we reap particular be-
nefit; and that we have an' exclufive ad=-
vantage in. our fltaple manufallure,' the
Linen Trade, in which we' muft always
remain Anrivalled :  And would - it not be
a defirable obje& for us to fecure; by'means
Qf _‘.an Union, the immediate: introdu&ion
of {everal Commodities which we a&ually
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fland in need of, orare determined to pd{'..
fefs, but which we are at.prefent conftrain-
ed to procure in a circuitous channel, ex-
pofed to much danger by a coafting fea
paffage, and at a fenfibly advanced price.

If T may prefume to fayany thing rela-
tive to the number of Peers and Common-
ers, who fhoyld repréfent this kingdom in
the Britith Parliament, in confequence of an
Union; 1 would beg leave to fuggeft, that
our four Arch-Bifhops, together with the
Lord Chancellor, the Chief Juftices of the
King’s Bench, and Common Pleas, the chief
Baron of Bxchequer, and twelve other Lay
Lords, fhould fit in the Houfe of Peers,
either perfonally or by proxy; and that fixty
members from Ireland, {hould have feats in
the Houfe of Commons, which we ought to
be contented with ; as Scotland has not any
reafonable caufe of being diffatisfied with
- & fmaller number ; and with the exception
of gentlemen who were attendtng their du-
ty in Parliament, I would approve of the
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exa&ion of an annual tax, to the amount of
five fhillings to the pound, from every per-
fon who enjoyed a landed property in Ire-
land, and yet was an abfentee from it dur-
ing three months each year. People indeed,
aCtuated by motives of intereft, may ex-
claim againft this, as an arbitrary attack
upon the liberty of the fubje&, in not per-
mitting him to refide wherever he chofe, but
furely, to fpeak in the language of Scrip-
ture, ‘ where the carcafe is, there fhall the
Eagles be gathered together;” and in point
of firi& equity, where the means of living -
are regularly obtained, there ought they alfo
to be expended. However, though I look
upon Abfentees, as the idle drones which rob
the induftrious bees of their honey; yet I
would readily confent that one thoufand of
them, poffeffed of five thoufand pounds
- annually onan average, thould withdraw
themf{elves altogether from this kingdom,
on condition that an equal number of Bri-
tifh manufaGurers, with a capital of five mil-

lions of pounds, could be prevailed upon to
fettle among us.
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I refide upon a farm, the annual Value
of which has been trebled at leaﬁ ﬁncé
came into my hands, by the care and a’%’fen-'
tion beftowed upon it; and yet many of
my neighbours who enjoyed equal advan-
tages with me, and had as grea,t domeﬁlc
claims upon them, have fuffered threlr lands
to remain in a fhameful ﬁatc of) neghgence,
merely through {floth and 1dlcnefs ,  for
though they pretended to theoretic know-
ledge, yet they had not refolution to make
experiments which .+ ‘might' have < richly
repaid - all their labour and expence. 1
mention ' this, not from any 'oftentatious
principle  with regard to myfelf, becatife my
line of condut ‘was no other than' what
common prudence dictated, but to'expofe
the flovenly, lazy carriage ‘of to66 " many
among my countrymen,'and to fhew that
by their oxvn reprehenfible indelence; with
refpect ‘to tillage, their grounds have beeft
much’ lefsproduétive, than they could ‘be
rendered by proper management ; and’ that
the hardfhips/which - they may* occafionally
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happen to fepl by a fcarcxty of provi-

I s
fi ons, is to be charged 1nﬁn1tely more to
H
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their own fuplne behawour, without bring-

3 i

ing 1moxiéat10n' at all into the account than'
the 1>I;c1crhency of the feafons, the barren-
- of thmr fields, the feverity of land-
lords, or the exorbltant nght of tithes and
taxes, about which they are well mclmed

to ra:fe fuch an outcry

It is abf@lutcly unavmdable for Ireland
to become an appendage either to France
or England. Should we be «conquered by
the former of thefe Nations; the inexpref-
fibly wretched condition. of the countries
they have pillaged and overrun, may ferve
to teach us what we might neceflarily expect,
from . a fuccefsful incurfion of fuch unprin-
cipled invaders. . If however we rely upon
them as friends, to affift us in afferting what
we call our violated: Rights, we lean upon
a broken reed, which muft pierce us to the
heart yfnr;avm fuppofing that fome of thefe
predatory -ruffians, thould by ftealth effcct a

e D | '
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landing in this country, for the purpofe of
feconding the wicked deﬁgns of the native
infurgents; are we weak enough to think
that England, whilft fhe rides triumphant on
the ocean, would remain an idle fpetator
of fuchproceedings, and not hurl deftruction
upon our petfidious coadjutors i and would
we not {plit into inveterate parties among
ourfelves, become a prey. to Britith energy,
and concord, and fink intoa fubdued and
depopulated province, feverely {courged
with the rod of afliGion, which our own
rebellious temerity drew down upon us, and
juftly efteemed undeferving of lenity or con-
fidence ? But I augur better things, and ar-
dently truft that the demon of folly, intem-
perance and licentioufnefs, will not acquire
{o great an afcendancy over us, as toin-

volve us in fuch calamitous circum{tances.

A rﬁay be whifpered, than an Union
x.%;,oluld reduce to the humble ftandard of
';:Qoiintry Squires, a confiderable number of
Irith Peers, who could not procure feats in
the Britith Parliament. But what has fuch
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a confideration to do with the aggrandize-
ment of this nation at large? nay, what
has it do, with very many of the Noblemen
in queftion, whofe extreme relifh for retirc-
ment, has hitherto prevented them from
perfonally difcharging the duties of their {e-
natorial fun&ion ? and as for the others, if
they can perform the wholefome tafk of ac-
commodatiﬁg themfelves to their new f{itu-
ation, and ftudy to demean themf{elves tow-
ards their fellow-creatures, with the con-
ciliating dignity of gentlemen, they will ex-
‘perience a larger degree of venerationamong
mankind, than a fupercilious carriage, or
the vain trappings of pageantry can ever
fecure, and which muft fully compenfate
for the imaginary degradation of their fupc-

rior rank and confequence.

During the late American war, the En-
glith Eaft India Company, prefented to his
Majefty four Sail of the Line, carrying
74 Guns each, compleatly equipped for
fea. “The tongue of envy will doubtlefs,
| D2
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ftate this to have bce.n_ a {elfith compliment;

but did we, on. that occafion, contribute

{fo muchas a fingle frigate? I know it may
be replied that our Parliament voted a cer-

tain {fum of mon'ey in order.to.furn‘iﬂla
fupply of failors. Are we, however, to
arrogate any  credit to ourfclves for a mere
matter of neceflity, and on the adoption
of which our own fafety in a great mea-
fure depended 2 And. methinks that glory

and profit abundantly recompenfed the gal-

lant men who {erved 'on board the fleet at/
this jun&ture. We have, indeed, a fort

of nominal ,Co\urt of Admiralty, fuited to

our Imperzal Grandeur, and freed from the

burden (of cenfiru¢ting or fuperintending

an Irith Navy; but did not the Britifh Fleet

prote& our commerce, how could we ven-

turg to ayail ourfelves of our infular fitua-

tion, with any flattering profpe& of advan-

tage:?

A8 T'never 'yet fpent a moment of my
life 'otit of Ireland, nor, moft probably,

ever will, it ‘cannot reafonably be infinu- *
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ated that T wifh to depreciaté the place of
my nativity, though I' conceive Tdm ex-

cufable in fuggefting that we ought not to
arrogate to ourfelves qualifications which
experience proves we cannot unqueftiona-
ably lay ‘claim to: becaufe our felf-com-
placency will render us blind to the imper-
fe@ions which we labor under, and, con-
fequently, infenfible to 'the expediency of
a reformation; tor why thould we endea-
vour to remove blemifhes which our fofter-
ing fondnefs will not permit us to behold
in'a criminal light: The majority of our
emigrants to other countries are far from
being generally‘efteemed; becaufe it is
pretty openly urged”that their behaviour
at home was not commendable, and from
thence it is inferred that a change of cli-
mate will not effe&t a defirable alteration
of tempér.’ T am much concerned "to ob-
ferve, that we have not incontrovertible
pretenfions to honefty, induftry, fobriety
and ‘devotion, and muft not; of courfe,

look wpon -ourfelves. to be an Ifland of
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Saints, whofc exemplary lives leave no
room for amendment. It muft not, how-
ever be denied that we have 'many firik-
ing inflances of {incere, difintercfted friend-
thip to boaft of ; and that compaffion for
objets in diftrefs has a diftinguifhed influ-
ence upon us. Hofpitality and courage
are alledged to be our national chara&eri{-
tics: Butdo not our convivial affociations

ery frequently terminate in befliality ¢
And even without dwelling too much up-
on the execrable atrocities which have af-
fixed an indelible odium to the late rebel-
lion in this kingdom, is not our bravery
repeatedly marked by rathnefs, revenge,
‘and wanton ferocity? A cordial and anxi-
ous defire, therefore, for the {ubftantial
happinefs of this ifland, inclines me fond-—
Iy to expelt thatan Union with Great Bri-
tain will induce many Englithmen to fet-
tfe among wus, to augment and 1mprove
dlir'manufaétures; to prompt us to imitate
theriin theiradvantageous mode of huf-

bandry; to meliorate and civilize our
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manners ; and check that hateful propen-
fity to pride and infolence which has %o
long operated againft our riﬁng to opu-
lence by a fedulous and unwearied appli-
cation to our feveral avocations. As by
civilization I underftand a laudable refpect
for piety, honefty, and morality ; God help
thofe depraved fcholars who, taking the
French for their preceptors, would wick-
cdly fuppofe me to mean a cringing polite-
nefs, devoid of ﬁnceri:'tJ; and an audaci-
ous contempt for every folemn inftitution,
human and divine ; but though I will not
unrefervedly pronounce that we are a na-
tion of untamed monfters, yet I cannot
avoid acknowledging that many ads of
cruelty have been recently perﬁetrated
among us which would difgrace the moft

unlettered Negro in the wilds of Africa
itfelf.

It may be faid that an Union with Great
Britain would be franght with the moft

ruinous confequences to Dublin in particu-



lar. 1 readily grant that there may be fome
foundation for{uch an alarm, but by no
means to fuch an extent as felfith or pre—
judiced perfons are induced to reprefent it s
nor can it become that dreary wildernefs
which a gloomy imagination may figure to
.tfclf. The removal of our Parliament
will certainly be attended with confidera-
ble lofs to the citizens of our prefent Me-
tropolis, which thegrmay, notwnhﬁandmg,
in a great meafurc . remedy by a more eco-
nomical mode of living, in difcontinuing
their extravagant routs, parting with their
expenfive country-houfes, difmifling their
coftly equipages, and repreﬁing their diffi-
pated indulgences; and they will ftill re-
tain among them the feat of a permanent
Viceroy, a flourifhing Univerfity, the
Courts of Juftice, a National Bank, and
a General Poft Office.  Befides, the addi-
tional influx of money into this coun-
try, which I am without hefitation led to
believe would refult from the adoptlon of
fuch an eftablifhment as we are treating
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of, thould incline us to overlook the inju-
ry fuftained by any fingle place, when
contrafted with the benefit accruing to the
community at large; and though the coa-
lition which I fpeak of fhould even bear
hard upon my own little property, yet I
know I could fubmit to fuch an" amputa-
tion without murmuring, in confequence
of its contnbutmg in any degree fo the
good of the State. I fhall not, by the bye,
pretend to affirm that our circumftances
will enable us to pay any of the national
debt already contracted by Great Britain,
nor do I think that juftice or generofity
would warrant {uch a demand; but I
hope we will never be found backward in
a zecalous fupport of the Britith Empire,
in proportion to our ability, and that the
prudence and equity of Adminiftration
will not att'ci'nlpt' to exd@ mote from Us.

Could it be made appear, that the laws
framed in Great Britain, arelefs perfc&t and
cquitable, than thofe which eye, their birth

i
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to Ireland, there might be fome juftice in
the unwillingnefs we difplay to relinquifh
our prerogative in this particular; but I'think
we will not be hardy enough to deny, that
out moft admiredStatutes originated in Eng-
land, and that we ought not to be athamed
of borrowing from fo excellent a ftock. Be-
fides, how can we pretend to affirm, that
an Union will deprive us of the unalienable
privilege of Legiflating for ourfelves, while
a number of Irith Reprefentatives hold feats
in the Britith Parliament? or what ground
of reafon have we to furmife, that under
{o glorious a Conftitution as we enjoy, it
could be reckoned good policy in Admini-
{iration, to deprefs any part of the Empire
intentionally, where it is evidently advan-
tageous to promote the welfare of every par.
Scotland, indeed, at firft ftarted many ob-
jeQtions againft a connexion with England,
inftigated thereto, without doubt, by an
unjuflifiable national pride on one hand,
and likewife, as it would feem, from a ru-
inous infatuation of keeping alive a ranco-
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rous quatrel of rivalthip between the neigh-
bouring countries, which to her had often-
times produced fuch woful diftrefs; but
two difaftrous rebellions, madly embarkedin

on the fcore of feparation, brought her to a

proper fenfe of her extreme folly; and her

clofe application to agriculture and com-
merce, in which fthe has fince fo eminently
thriven, has taught her by experience, the
beft fort of wifdom, that {he has had no
caufe to complain for having incorporated
her fenate into the Englith Parliament : and
if Scotland which is only femi-infular, has
acquired confpicuous profperity by Trade,
fince her intimate jun&ion with England,
how infinitely fupreior muft ouradvantages
be in a.fimilar fituation, whofe harbours

lie open to every point of the compafs, and

- whofe lands boaft naturally of a foil peculi-

arly fertile? How fingularly happy mutt
we bccorﬁe, bleflfed as we are with an in-
comparably wholefome climate, if by induf-
try, frugality and a bold fpirit of enter-

prize, we cultivate the opportunities of
E2

=
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abundance and comfort, which Providence
has gracioufly vouchfafed to throw in our
way! Could our lower ranks of people
prudently reftrain that inconfiftent paflion
for Politics which has deplorably expofed
them to the influence of difafte@ed; ambi-
tious knaves, and devote to diligence in
their refpective occupations, the many pre-
cious hours which they unfortunately lavith
upon riot, gambling and drunkennefs ; ref-
pectability and affluence would reward their
virtuous condud, and the fruition of health
and mental fatisfaQion, beftow a tenfold
relith upon their worldly enjoyments. But
~ when they bufy themfelves extravagantly
in State affairs; which are far beyond the
{phere of comprehenfion, they miferably
pervert the end of their creation, and injure
the community in an effential manner by
their factious and turbulent behaviour, at
the fame time that they wantonly negle&
the‘means of rendering their own circume
ftances eafy and independent.
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Ina world compofed of jarring, perithable
materials, we muft not look for any thing
abfolutely permanent. The laws of the
Medes and Perfians were vainly reprefented
. to be unchangeable ; and yet what is now
become of them? Offenfive and defenfive
alliances have been ratified between differ-
ent Nations, which erring mortals have de-
clared to be of perpetual force ; and yet how
fhort-lived has war, or fome other circum-
ftance, rendered their exiftence ? The ever-
lafiing commercial treaty between France
and England was diffolved almoft at the
inftant of its formation, moft probably ne-
ver again to be revived. A man by the in-
creafe or diminution of his fortune, or by
the birth or death of friends, may find it
requifite to alter a will, which he had once
confirmed as the 7nvariable diftribution of
his property. And compa@s and agreements
between' private individuals, ' and public
ftates, ‘pronounced to be of efermal duration,
may be frequently abrogated, by number-
lefs confpiring and unforefeen occurrences,
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without any a&ual, or premeditated in-
fringement upon the rules of ftrit equity
and juftice. Iam not a fickler for paffive
obedience, non-refiftance, ‘or the divine
right of Kings: nor do I plead for a ftability
of government, without any exception, be-
caufe in doing fo I would be a fupporter of
defpotifm ; yet the conduct of the French,
in reje@ing this odious fpecies of authority,
before they fubflituted any other form in its
place, has demonftrated that even arbitrary
 rulé is preferable to.anarchy and confufion,
and as we are apt to naufeate medicines
which are of the moft fanative quality, and
are too credulous in believing the deceitful
tales of State Quacks, who prefcribe politi-
cal noftrams replete with infallible virtues,
as they would infinuate. How cautious
then ought we to be in liftening to the
{elfifh reprefentationsof ambitiousimpoftors,
who afpire to legiflative power, and who,
if advanced to that fituation, would prove
the moft intolerant tyrants, that ever
curfed the miferabledupesof their treachery?
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Should the tempeit of wrathful clamor
be raifed againft me, 1 will not retort, fo
that the hurricane which would rive the
fturdy, refifting oak, fhall pafs innocuous
over my head; for, bending like the hum-
ble willow beneath the furious ftorm, I'will
thereby elude its defolating rage. Be it
remembered, however, that irony, {cur-
rility, or inve&ive cannot alter my fenti-
ments, or convince me that my opinions

are erroncous or cenfurable, though my

~ pofitions may not, perhaps, poffefs that

ftrength of argument, or facility of ex-
preflion with which other writers can fo
happily elucidate  this: truly momentous
{ubje@. Should I be loaded with unpro- -
voked abufe, and my little Effay accufed
of being frigid and fuperficial ; I{hall make
no other defence than to avow the inte-
grity of my intention in the part which
I have ventured to efpoufe, ‘and in this
particular I will not yield to any individu-
al among my opponents or coadjutors.
Though the tide of popularity may at pre-
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fent flow violently againft that fide of the
queftion which I have embraced, yet it
does not neceflarily follow from thence
that [ am wrong, unlefs it can be indubi-
tably proved that the majority which dif-
fents from me muft be invariably right ;
and yet we all know and confe(s_that men
are fometimes {o obftinately wedded to pal-
pable errors, as to be impervious to. con-
vidtion. I donot build my attachment to
the meafure of an Union upon mere {pe-
culation, plaufible hypothefis, . quibbling
{ophiftry, or pecuniary profpefls, but on
plain, unadorned matter of fact, analo-
gous dedutions, liberal, patriotic principles,
and rational calculations with refpect to fu-
ture poflible contingencies, fo far as my
contralted underftanding enables me to
judge; and therefore my miftakes are the
offspring of weak intelle@s, and not of de-
liberately impofing defign. Brilliant ta-
lents, fertility of conception, and ani-
mated clegance of dition are not at my
command; but I will not readily wave
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my pretenfions to that probity of mind

‘which my confcience tells me that I have

never yet forfeited by the commiflion of any
dithonorable a&.

In a word; Iam well affured’that the
infernal temper, of our deteable, domeftic
foes, will ftimulate them to firain every fa-
culty of their eorrupted minds in diffemi-
nating fedition and difcord throughout this
country; in reviving the fmothered rebel-
lion, by kindling afreth the embers of dif=
affetion; and- endeavouring to alienate
even our regular troops, militia and yeomen
from their fworn allegiances, by falfehood
and mifreprefentation ; but as their abomi-
nable plots and confpiracies have been hi-
therto detected, and terminated in confu-
fion to themfelves : fo I truft that our valiant
foldiers will be prompted by the impulfe of
honor and duty, to turn a deaf ear to the
profeflions of their meditated deceivers, by
refolutely oppofing their nefarious machi-
nations ; that the good fenfe of the nation

F
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will not {uffer itfelf to be mifled by the
wickeddefigns of crafty infiduous mifcreants,
who affe@ a warm attachment ‘for a mea-
fure which fo manifeftly militates ‘againft
their democratic fchemes; and that we
will not be warped by fullen.or petulant
prejudice, merely againft the name of an
Union, without duly weighing the jmpor-
tance of the objeét under confideration;
giving it a fair and candid inveftigation ;
and ferioufly calculating the dangers and
lofles poffibly attendant on a rejecion of
it.

When the wild phrenzy of the times
fubfides, T flatter myfelf Ifhall fhare the
mite of applaufe, in common with my
fellow-laborers in this caufe, for our affec-
tionate addreffesto our Countrymen on the
momentous fubje&t of an Union. Let
the voice of unbiaflfed reafon be heard,

and by her deciiion alone let us be deter-
" mined in all our decliberations. Let me

not be taxed with the introdution of ex-
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traneous matter, until we refle@ that the

coalition which we are contemplating com~
prehends a multiplicity of interefting cir«
cumftances. Should it not bear the ai-
pe& of methodiftical fermonizing, I would
remark that our paffage through life is tran-
fitory, and rugged at thebeft. Is it not,
then, inexcufably imprudent, nay, is it not
unfeelingly cruel, in us incon{iftently to
augment the vexations which we cannot
avoid, and plant thorns in our narrow
path, which muft infli& anguifh upon
others, as well as ourfelves?

FINIS,
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