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S O M E  T H O U G H T S ,  &c

I T  is aftonifhing to perceive the avidity 
w ith which the United Irifhmen, and their 
fatellites in this kingdom, have fwallowed 
down the hint recently thrown out, of a 
propofed Union between Great Britain and 
Ireland ; though this fcheme if carried in­
to effect, would according to my idea, 
prove the death-warrant for all the vil­
lainous defigns which are now in embryo, 
or might hereafter as they hope, be brought 
to maturity. Thefe fa£lious fanguinary 
wretches, having been effe&ually difap- 
pointed in their ambitious republican pro-

B



+

je&s, hitherto appear to enjoy a gratification 
io immenfe, that they have not fufficient 
command over themfelves to conceal it, 
in contemplating the more than proba­
ble embarraiTments, which adminiiiration 
may be doomed to contend with, in 
bringing forward a meafure of fuch con- 
fefied magnitude; and thefe reftrained, 
though not compleatly fuppreffed, knaves 
experience the moft unbounded pleafure, 
in concluding that the gentlemen of landed 
property in this country, raufl neceffarily 
give a decided oppofition to a plan, which 
is conceived to be pregnant with eflentia! 
injury to them : this induces their ma­
levolent difpofition to fuppofe, that their 
prefent weakened party will be confide- 
rably ftrengthened by the acceffion of men 
whofe eflates muft labour under a large 
annual burden, in contributing to the ex­
igencies of the State, and upon whom of 
courfe, they reckon as malecontents, na­
turally inclined to attach themfelves to 
the caufe of freedom, as they treache-



roufly denominate it, and to reiift the rui­
nous intentions o f felfiih rulers ; or that 
a t any rate, every wealthy individual among 
us, who fets his face againii the levelling 
predatory principles which were attempted 
to be enforced in this Ifland, upon the 
diabolical model of France, would be now 
feverely and defervedly puniihed, for his 
obftinacy in contemning the glorious fra­
ternization, w^hich was offered for his ac­

ceptance.

Did it occur to me that an  avowal of 
my  name could, even probably, ferve any 
good purpofe, I would not hefitate a mo­
m ent to proclaim it, as no motive of 
perfonal fear deters me from doing fo* 
bu t I am convinced that fuch a difcovery, 
would not be produ&ive of any ufeful 
confequences, even prefuming it to pro­
ceed from the greateft Peer in the king­
dom, becaufe people always will and ought 
to think for themfelves, efpecially upon 
points wherein they happen to be them­
felves deeply concerned, fuffice it  there-
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ibre to remark, that I am an Hibernian 
by birth and refidcnce, that I enjoy a 
competency, with wrhich I am contented 
— that I am a warm admirer of our pre- 
fent Conftitution in Church and State— 
that I unfeignedly wiih for the welfare 
of the place of my nativity— that I am a 
zealous advocate for fubordination, and ear- 
neftly defire to fee the eftabliihment of 
ranks in fociety perpetuated— that I am 
infuperably averfe to the horrors of a re­
volution, and the unjuit or violent ac- 
quifition of any thing belonging to a fel- 
low-creature— that I am not a placeman, 
penfioner, or expedant in any refped—-that 
I never folicited or received any civil, 
military or ecclefiaflical favor from Go­
vernment— that I will not allow my loy­
ally to be inferior to that Of our high- 
creftedLord Chancellor himfelf ; nor though 
1 have not obtained any reward for at- 
tacliiEs; me to the happinefs of this coun- 
try, do I eiteem it a proof of intolerable 
pride to  aifert, that my patriotifm is more

I
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pure and difinterefted than that of Henry 

Grattan, the real deceivcr, though falfely 
denominated Saviour of Ireland, on whom 
fuch enormous fums were profufely be- 
ftowed— that I fpurn with indignation, 
at the alledged idea of my being gratified 
with the bow of approbation from any 
man, howfoever elevated his flation may 
be, whofe principles and conduit my con- 
fcience fuggefted to me, that I ihould 
treat w ith abhorrence and contempt, and 

th a t as I am not a Candidate for fame 
or emolument, and defpife the mean arts 
of adulátion, I truft my remaining incog, 
will remove from me every imputation 
of being fwayed by fervile or mercenary

motives. f, UoiûiEbïoo^ k > viBirlim

About forty-five years ago the projed 
of an Union was feriouily 'debated} nor 
do I fee any better reafon for disputing 
about it at this day, than prefented it- 
felf in every year fdccefiîvely fince that 
period ; for as harpooners, in order to di-

7



vért the wounded Whale, from making 
a deflrudive attack upon their boats, are 
faid to fling an empty caik into the fea, 
on which he may vent his fury ; may not 
this objed be glanced at, for the purpofe 
of founding the depth of our profeffed Loy­
alty, amidit the diftradions which ftill 
prevail amongft us, and at the clofe of 
a rebellion almoft unexampled, in point of 
bafe ingratitude and exterminating barba­
rity ? Should this notion, neverthelefs be 
erroneous, I am clearly of opinion that had 
the bufmefs under confideration, been final­
ly adjufted at the time to which Í  allude, 
the commercial profperity of this nation 
•would have more than equalled that of 
Scotland, and the confolidated connexion 
of the Empire, would have liberated us 
from numberlefs fubfequent bones of con­
tention in politics, which ferved no other 
end than diiturbing our peace, and detach­
ing us from really ufeful and honourable 
purfuits. And fhould the talked-of Union, 
beupon cool and mature deliberation, judged



expedient, I would readily fubmit to fuch a 
regulation, though attended with areduótion 
of my annual income ; becaufe I am abun­
dantly convinced that without the interpo- 
fition of the Britifh Navy, our comparative 
national imbecility, and inteitine divifions, 
would render us an eafy prey to France ; 
and then farewell to comfort, affluence and 
perfonal fecurity for ever !

A change in circumftances requires a cor- 

refponding alteration in the difpofal, and 
arrangement of affairs. T he  repeal of our 
penal laws, may have been literally deemed 
a meafure of prudence and juftice; and yet 
the original enforcement of them, was 
thought to be indifpenfably requifite for the 
prefervation of the Proteftant Religion : the 
fufpenfion of the Habeas Corpus A d , may 
excite alarms in the breafts of thofe who find 
their glorious fchemes fruftrated by fuch a 
procedure ; but methinks every fincere fup- 
porter of good order, muft approve of any 
ordinance which conduces to the fuppreffion
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of licentioufnefs, and the eftablifhment of 
general tranquillity. And they who raife
fuch a furious outcry againft an Union, and
affirm it to be a grofs. infringement of our
Conftitution, mayas reafonably alledge that
what we ought not to do to-day, would be
improper for to-morrow alfo : and that the
Chalking A d  was fuperfluous, becaufe there
were other pre-exifting laws, againft riots
and violent affaults, though making no pro-
vifion for this particular outrage.

M any of us muft iUU recoiled how Thu- 
rot, with a few fmall frigates under his com­
mand, landed a body of French Troops 
upon this Iiland, and after exciting a ferious 
alarm throughout the province of U liter at 
leaft, would have carried off his plunder, 
with impunity, had he not been intercepted 
at fea by Commodore Elliot, and compelled 
to furrender to the fuperiority of Britiih va­
lour. And a few weeks ago, another 
French fquadron of lawlefs robbers and 
plunderers, would in the courfe of half a 
dozen of hours ; have effeded a defcent up-



on this country, and by the aiTiftance of 

ftill more favaire domeftic traitors, have de- 
luged it at this moment in blood, and cut 
out for us vaftly more dreadful work than

- - * * a

arguing about an Union, had not their 

plans of murder and rapine been provi­
dentially difconcerted by the critically op­
portune interference of the brave and ac­
tive Sir John Warren. Thefe inftanccs 
ferve to demonftrate that, notwithftanding 
all the noife we make about our boafted-of 
Independence, we are not capable of de­
fending ourfelves from the infults of any 
furrounding, rapacious enemy. And 
ihould Great Britain leave us wholly to 
ourfelves, by withdrawing from us the 
protedion o f her irrefiflible N a v y ,  I fhud- 
der at the very thought o f the miferable 
condition in which fuch an event would 
involve us.

“ Divide and govern,” is the maxim a- 
dopted by all tyrants who apprehend a fuc-

11
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ccfsful or formidable oppofition to their 
arbitrary machinations, from a firm coaliti­
on againft them of the different parties 
upon whom they had evil defigns. By 
the arts of intrigue and policy Philip of 
Macedon firft obtained the completion of 
his ambitious views upon the Grecian ftates; 
and by jealoufy and civil diffenfions among 
themfelves, they afterwards became an 
eafy prey to enemies whom they had be­
fore effectually baffled by their unanimity. 
The federal plan refpe&ively cemented be­
tween the Dutch Provinces, the Swifs Can­
tons, and the North American States, clear­
ly exhibits the expediency of a clofe con­
nexion between them to preferve their ge­
neral Independence -, and the proximity of 
Scotland to England, between which the 
Partition-wall is almofl ideal, fatisfaôïorily 
proves that Nature intended they fhouid 
be united under one head, not only as a 
preventative againft intefline commotions 
among themfelves, but alfo to advance

12



their power and confequence, and to fe- 
cure them the more ftrongly againft the hof- 
tile projeds of any enemy that looked 
upon them with a jealous eye, or feriouily 
meditated their fubjugation. Highly ap­
plicable to ourfelves is the wife leffon of 
the father who, on his death-bed, called 
in his fons, to whom he delivered a bun­
dle of twigs tied up, defiring them to break 
it, which they in vain effayed to do, but 
were able to accomplish it with eafe, when 

the rods were fingly prefented to them; from 
which he took an opportunity of inculcat­
ing the indifpcnfable duty of fraternal con­
cord to mantain their mutual fafety. The 
inhabitants of Ireland, intimately joined 
to Great Britain, and relying upon Pro­
vidence for prote&ion, may fmile with fu- 
perlative contempt at the menaces of all 
furrounding foes ; feparated from England 
they muft inevitably become the conquer­
ed vaffals of fome powerful aiTailant, e\ cn 
fuppofing our fifter kingdom not to be

C 2
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the attaching nation, but merely to remain 
neuter, and leave us to our fate. And if 
V. e heartily bewail the forrows of our 
bleeding Country, lacerated fo grievouily 
by civil feuds, I cannot conceive a remedy 
io efficacious as an Union, not only to heal 
our prefent wounds, but alfo to a d  as an 
antidote to ward oil future onfets from 
the parts which are now found to be fo ve­
ry vulnerable,

It is infinuated that an Union would 
prove highly prejudicial to our manufac­
tures, becaufe, when the Englifh Mer- 
c iianty burdened with large protecting du­
ties in our favor, is able to underfelus in 
our own markets, what muft be the cafe 
when thefe difficulties are removed? Ad­
mitting this objection to be well-founded, 
y~t I am ica to imagine that the complaint 
ïs to be attributed to our own conduót in 
a. great degree, and that additional induf- 
try and frugality on our fide would admi- 
m âér a compleat cure for w7hat we are

14



difpofed to regard as an intolerable evil. 
Sorry am I to obferve that we are deftitute 
o f  that integrity in our dealings which cha­
racterizes the inhabitants of England in an 
eminent manner ; that unpardonable pride 
deters us from embarking in feveraj. branch­
es of bufinefs to which they afiiduoufly ap­
ply themfelves ; and that we frequently re­
tire from the buflle of an adive life, to 
fquander in luxury and diffipation a for­
tune which we call coniiderable, but 
which many of our Britiih neighbours 
would reckon no more than a moderate 
capital for the commencement of trade. 
Beiides, ihould we not coniider that in 
the exportation of Beef, Butter, and vari­
ous other articles, we reap particular be­
nefit ; and that we have an exclufive ad­
vantage in our ftaple manufadure, the 
Linen Trade, in which we muft always 
remain unrivalled : And would it not be 
a dcfirable ob jedfor us to fecure, by means 
of an Union, the immediate introdudion 
of feveral Commodities which we adually
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fland in need of, or are determined to pof- 
fefs, but which we are at prefent conitrain- 
ed to procure in a circuitous channel, ex- 
pofed to much danger by a coafting fea 

paiiage, and at a fenfibly advanced price.

I f  J may prefume to fay any thing rela­
tive to the number of Peers and Common­
ers, who fhould reprefent this kingdom in 
t h e  Britiih Parliament, in confequence of an 

Union ; I would beg leave to fuggeft, that 
our four Arch-Biihops, together with the 
Lord Chancellor, the Chief Juftices of the 
K i n g ’s Bench, a n d  Common Pleas, the chief 
Baron of Exchequer, and twelve other Lay 
Lords, ihould fit in the Houfe of Peers, 
either perfonally or by proxy j and that iixty 
members from Ireland, ihould hare  feats in 
the Houfe o f  Commons, which we ought to 
be contented with ; as Scotland has not any 
leafonable caufe of being diílatisfied with 
a fmaller number ; and with the exception 
of gentlemen who were attending their du­
ty in Parliament, I would approve of the

i6
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exadion of an annual tax, to the amount of 

five fhillings to the pound, from every per- 
fon who enjoyed a landed property in Ire­
land, and yet was an abfentee from it dur­
ing three months each year. People indeed, 

aduated  by motives o f  intereft, may ex­
claim againft this, as an arbitrary attack 
upon the liberty of the fubjed, in not per­
mitting him to refide wherever he chofe, but 
furely, to fpeak in the language of Scrip­
ture, “  where the carcafe is, there ihall the 
Eagles be gathered together and in point 
of Arid equity, where the means of living 
are regularly obtained, there ought they alfo 
to be expended. However, though I look 
upon Abfentees, as the idle drones which rob 
the induftrious bees o f their honey ; yet I 
would readily confent that one thoufand of 
them, pofTeiTed of five thoufand pounds 
annually on an average, fhould withdraw 
themfelves altogether from this kingdom, 
on condition that an equal number of Bri- 
tifh manufadurers, with a capital of five mil­
lions of pounds, could be prevailed upon to 
fettle among us.
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I reíide upon a farm, the annual value 
of which has been trebled at leait fmce it 
came into my hands, by the care and atten­
tion beftowed upon it ; and yet many of 
my neighbours who enjoyed equal advan­
tages with me, and had as great domeitie 
claims upon them, have fuffered their lands 
to remain in a ihameful itate of negligence, 
merely through iloth and idlenefs ; for 
though they pretended to theoretic know­
ledge, yet they had not refolution to make 
experiments which might have richly 
repaid all their labour and expence. I 
mention this, not from any oftentatious 
principle with regard to myfelf, becaufe my 
line of conduit was no other than what 
common prudence diitated, but to expofe 
the ilovenly, lazy carriage of too many 
among my countrymen, and to ihew that 
by their own reprehenflble indolence, with 
refpeit to tillage, their grounds have been 
much lefs productive, than they could be 
rendered by proper management; and that 
the hardihips which they may occafionally
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happen to feel by a fcarcity o f provi- 
fions, is to be charged infinitely more to 
their ow n fupine behaviour, without bring­
ing intoxication at all into the account, than 
the inclemency of the feafons, the barren- 

nefs of their fields, the feverity o f land­
lords, or the exorbitant weight of tithes and 
taxes, about which they are well inclined 
to raife fuch an outcry.

It is abfolutely unavoidable, for Ireland 
to become an appendage either to France 
or England. Should we be conquered by 
the former of thefe Nations ; the inexpref- 
fibly wretched condition of the countries 
they have pillaged and overrun, may ferve 
to teach us what we might neceffarily expeâ, 
from a fuccefsful incurfion of fuch unprin­
cipled invaders. If  however we,rely upon 
them as friends, to aififl: us in aiTerting what 
we call our violated Rights, we lean upon 
a broken reed, which mufl: pierce vis to the 
heart ; for even fuppoiing that fome of theft? 
predatory ruffians, fliould by ftealth effeâ a

D
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landing in this country, for the purpofe of 
feconding the wicked defigns of the native 
infurgents ; are we weak enough to think 
that England, whilft fne rides triumphant on 
the ocean, would remain an idle fpeâator 
of fuchproceedings, andnothurl deflruition 
upon our perfidious coadjutors ? and would 
we not fplit into inveterate parties among 
ourfelves, become a prey to Britiih energy, 
and concord, and fink into a fubdued and 
depopulated province, feverely fcourged 
with the rod of afllidion, which our own 
rebellious temerity drew down upon us, and 
juftly efteemed undeferving of lenity or con­
fidence ? But I augur better things, and ar­
dently truft that the demon of folly, intem­
perance and licentioufnefs, will not acquire 
fo great an afcendancy over us, as to in­
volve us in fuch calamitous circumftances.

It may be whifpered, than an Union 
would reduce to the humble iiandard of 
country Squires, a considerable number of 
Irifh Peers, who could not procure feats in 
the Britiih Parliament. But what has fuch

20



a coniideration to do with the aggrandize­
ment of this nation at large ? nay, what 
has it do, with very many of the Noblemen 
in queition, whofe extreme reliili for retire­
ment, has hitherto prevented them from 
perfonally difcharging the duties of their fe- 
natorial function ? and as for the others, it 
they can perform the wholefome taik of ac­
commodating themfelves to their new iitu- 

ation, and itudy to demean themfelves tow ­
ards their fellow-creatures, with the con­

ciliating dignity of gentlemen, they will ex­
perience a larger degree of veneration among 
mankind, than a fupercilious carriage, or 
the vain trappings of pageantry can ever 
fecurc, and which muft fully compenfate 
for the imaginary degradation of their fupe- 

rior rank and confequence.

During the late American war, the En~ 
gliih Eait India Company, prefented to his 

Majefty four Sail of the Line, carry ing  

74. Guns each, compleatly equipped for 
fea. T he tongue of envy will doubtlefs,
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ííate this to have been a felfiih compliment ; 
but did we, on that occaiion, contribute 
fo much as a Tingle frigate ? I know  it may­
be replied that our Parliament voted a cer­
tain fum of money in order to furniih a 
fupply of Tailors. Are we, however, to 
arrogate any credit to ourfelves for a mere 
matter of necefiity, and on the adoption 
of which our own fafety in a great mea- 
fure depended ? And methinks that glory 
and profit abundantly recompenfed the gal­
lant men who ferved on board the fleet at 
this jun&ure. W e have, indeed, a fort 
of nominal Court of Admiralty, fuited to 
our Imperial Grandeur, and freed from the 
burden of conflrudting or fuperintending 
an Irifn Navy ; but did not the BritiiTi Fleet 
protect our commerce, how could we ven­
ture.to avail ourfelves of our infular fitua- 
tioa  with any flattering profpeit of advan-

taM  ■ m  h v  .

As I never yet fpent a moment of my 
life out of Ireland, nor, moil probably, 
ever will, it cannot reaFonably be infinu- s
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atcd that I wifh to depreciate the place of 
my nativity, though I conceive I am ex- 
cufable in fuggefting that we ought not to 
arrogate to ourfelves qualifications which 
experience proves we cannot unqueitiona- 
ably lay claim to : becaufe our felf-com- 
placency will render us blind to the imper­
fections which we labor under, and, con- 
fequently, infenfible to the expediency of 
a reformation; for why ihould we endea­

vour to remove blemiihes which our foiter- 
ing fondnefs will not permit us to behold

â N

in a criminal light : T he majority of our 
emigrants to other countries are far from 
being generally eiteemed ; becaufe it is 
pretty openly urged that their behaviour 
at home was not commendable, and from 
thence it is inferred that a change of cli­
mate will not effect a defirable alteration 
of temper. I am much concerned to ob- 
ferve, that we have not incontrovertible 
pretenfions to honeity, induitry, fobriety 
and devotion, and muft not, of courfe, 
look upon ourfelves to be an Iiland of

23



Saints, whofe exemplary lives leave no 
room for amendment. It rauft not, how­
ever be denied that we have many ftrik- 
ing inilances of fincere, dilinterefled friend- 

ihip to boaft of ; and that companion for 
obieds in diftrefs has a diftinguiihed influ­
ence upon us. Hofpitality and courage 
are alledged to be our national charaâêrif- 
ties : But do not our convivial aiTociations 
very frequently terminate in befiiaiity r 
And even without dwelling too much up­
on the execrable atrocities which have af­
fixed an indelible odium to the late rebel­
lion in this kingdom, is not our bravery 
repeatedly marked by raihnefs, revenge, 
and wanton ferocity ? A cordial and anxi­
ous defire, therefore, for the fubilantial 
happinefs of this ifland, inclines me fond­
ly to expeft that an Union with Great Bri­
tain will induce many Englishmen to fet­
tle among Us, to augment and improve 
ç ü r  m anufactures  -, to prompt us to imitate 
them in their advantageous mode of hui- 
bandry ; to meliorate and civilize our

24



manners ; and check that hateful propen­
sity to pride and infolence which has fo 
long operated againft our rifing to opu­
lence by a fedulous and unwearied appli­
cation to our feveral avocations. As by 
civilization I underftand a laudable refped 
for piety, honefty, and morality ; God help 
thofe depraved fcholars who, taking the 
French for their preceptors, would wick*- 
edly fuppofe me to mean a cringing polite- 
nefs, devoid of fincerit. and an audaci- 
ous contempt for every folemn inflitution, 
human and divine j but though I will not 
unrefervedly pronounce that we are a na­
tion of untamed monfters, yet I cannot 
avoid acknowledging that many ads  of 
cruelty have been recently perpetrated 
among us which w7ould difgrace the moil 
unlettered Negro in the wilds of Africa 
itfelf. y *

It may be faid that an Union with Great 
Britain would be fraught with the moil 
ruinous confequences to Dublin in particu­

25



lar. I readily grant that there may be fome 

foundation for fuch an alarm, but by no 
means to fuch an extent as felfiih or pre­
judiced perfons are induced to reprefent it ; 
nor can it become that dreary wildernefs 
which a gloomy imagination may figure to 
itfelf. The removal of our Parliament 
will certainly be attended with confidera- 
ble lofs to the citizens of our prefent M e­
tropolis, which theÿ-may, notwithftanding, 
in a great meafure remedy by a more eco­
nomical mode of living, in difcontinuing 
their extravagant routs, parting with their 
expeniive country-houfes, difmifling their 
coftly equipages, and reprefiing their diffi- 
pated indulgences; and they will ftill re­
tain among them the feat of a permanent 
Viceroy, a fiounihing Umveriity, the 
Courts of Juftice, a National Bank, and 
a General Poil Office. Befides, the addi­
tional influx of money into this coun­
try, which I am without hefitation led to 
believe would refult from the adoption of 
fuch an eftabliihment as we are treating
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of, ihould incline us to overlook the inju­
ry fuftained by any fingle place, when 
contrafted with the benefit accruing to the 
community at large ; and though the coa­
lition which I fpeak of ihould even bear 
hard upon my own little property, yet I 
know I could fubmit to fuch an amputa­
tion without murmuring, in confequence 
o f its contributing in any degree to the 
good of the State. I ihall not, by the bye, 
pretend to affirm that our circumftances 
will enable us to pay any of the national 
debt already contra&ed by Great Britain, 
nor do I think that juftice or generofity 
would warrant fuch a dem and; but I 
hope we will never be found backward in 
a zealous fupport of the Britiih Empire, 
in proportion to our ability, and that the 
prudence and equity o f Adminiftration 
will not attempt to exaft more from us.

Could it be made appear, that the laws 
framed in Great Britain, are lefs perfed and 
equitable, than thofe which owe their birth
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to Ireland, there might be fome juitice in 
the unwillingnefs we difplay to relinquiih 
our prerogative in this particular; but I think 
we will not be hardy enough to deny, that 
our moit admiredStatutes originated in Eng­
land, and that we ought not to be afhamed 
of borrowing from fo excellent a itock. Be- 
iides, how can we pretend to affirm, that 
an Union will deprive us of the unalienable 
privilege of Legiilating for ourfelves, while 
a number of Iriih Reprefentatives hold feats 
in the Britiih Parliament ? or what ground 
of reafon have we to furmife, that under 
fo glorious a Conftitution as we enjoy, it 
could be reckoned good policy in Admini- 
flration, to deprefs any part of the Empire 
intentionally, where it is evidently advan­
tageous to promote the welfare of every part. 
Scotland, indeed, at firft ftarted many ob­
jections againft a connexion with England, 
inftigated thereto, without doubt, by an 
unjuftifiable national pride on one hand, 
and likewife, as it would feem, from a ru­
inous infatuation of keeping alive a ranco­
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rous quarrel of rivalihip between the neigh­
bouring countries, which to her had often­
times produced fuch woful diftrefs ; but 
two difaftrous rebellions, madly embarked in 

on the fcore of feparation, brought her to a 
proper fenfc of her extreme folly ; and her 
clofe application to agriculture and com­
merce, in which fhe has iince fo eminently 
thriven, has taught her by experience, the 
beft fort of wifdom, that ihe has had no 
caufe to complain for having incorporated 
her fenate into the Engliih Parliament : and 
if Scotland which is only femi-infular, has 
acquired confpicuous profperity by Trade, 
fince her intimate junction with England, 
how infinitely fupreior muil ouradvantages 
be in a fimilar fituation, whofe harbours 
lie open to every point of the compafs, and 
whofe lands boaft naturally of a foil peculi­
arly fertile ? How Angularly happy muft 
we become, bleifed as we are with an in­
comparably wholefome climate, if by induf- 
try, frugality and a bold fpirit of enter- 
prize, we cultivate the opportunities of

E  2
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abundance and comfort, which Providence 
has graciouily vouchfafed to throw in our 
way? Could our lower ranks of people 

prudently reftrain that inconfiftent paifion 
for Politics which has deplorably expofed 
them to the influence of difafie&ed, ambi­
tious knaves, and devote to diligence in 
their refpe&ive occupations, the many pre­
cious hours which they unfortunately Iaviih 
upon not, gambling and drunkennefs ; ref- 
pedability and affluence would reward their 
virtuous condud, and the fruition of health 
and mental fatisfaótion, beftow a tenfold 
reliih upon their worldly enjoyments. But 

when they bufy themfelves extravagantly 
in State affairs, which are far beyond the 
fphere of comprehenfion, they miferably 
pervert the end of their creation, and injure 
the community in an effential manner by 
tiieir fadious and turbulent behaviour, at 
the fame time that they wantonly negled 
the -means of rendering their own c ircu it  
ilances eafy and independent.



Si

In a world compofed of jarring, periihabje 
materials, we muft not look for an y thing 
abfolutely permanent. T he laws of the 
Medes and Perfians were vainly reprefented 
to be unchangeable ; and yet what is now 
become of them ? OfFenfive and defenfive 
alliances have been ratified between differ­
en t Nations, which erring mortals have de­
clared to be ofperpetual force ; and yet how 
ihort-lived has war, or fome other circum­
stance, rendered their exiftence ? The ever~ 
lofting commercial treaty between France 
and England was diiTolved almoft at the 
m itant of its formation, moil probably ne­
ver again to be revived. A man by the in- 
creaie or diminution of his fortune, or by 
the birth or death of friends, may find it 
requifite to alter a will, which he had once 
confirmed as the invariable diftribution of 
his property. And compaâs and agreements 
between private individuals, and public 
ïiates, pronounced to be of eternal duration, 
may be frequently abrogated, by number- 
leis confpiring and unforefeen occurrences,
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without any actual, or premeditated in­
fringement upon the rules of ftriót equity 
and juftice. I am not a ftickler for paffive 
obedience, non-refiftance, or the divine 
right of Kings : nor do I plead for a {lability 
of government, without any exception, be- 
caufe in doing fo I would be a fupporter of 
defpotifm ; yet the condud of the French, 
in  rejecting this odious fpecies of authority, 
before they fubftituted any other form in its 
place, has demonftrated that even arbitrary 
rule is preferable to anarchy and confufion, 
and as we are apt to naufeate medicines 
which are of the moft fanative quality, and 
are too credulous in believing the deceitful 
tales of State Quacks, who prefcribe politi­
cal noftrums replete with infallible virtues, 
as they would infinuate. How cautious 
then ought we to be in liftening to the
felfiih reprefentations of ambitious impoftors,

■who afpire to legiflative power, and who, 
if advanced  to that fituation, would prove 
the moft intolerant tyrants, that ever 
curfed the miferable dupes of their treachery ?



Should the tempelt o f wrathful clamor 

be raifed againft me, I will not retort, fo 
that the hurricane which would rive the 
iturdy, refilling oak, fhall pafs innocuous 
over my head ; for, bending like the hum­
ble willow beneath the furious florm, I will 
thereby elude its defolating rage. Be it 
remembered, however, that irony, fcur- 
rility, or inve&ive cannot alter my fenti- 
ments, or convince me that my opinions 
are erroneous or cenfurable, though my 
pofitions may not, perhaps, poiTefs that 
ftrength of argument, or facility of ex- 
preflion with which other writers can fo 
happily elucidate this truly momentous 
fubje£t. Should I be loaded with unpro­
voked abufe, and my little EfTay accufed 
of being frigid and fuperficial ; I lhall make 
no other defence than to avow the inte­
grity of my intention in the part which 
I have ventured to efpoufe, and in this 
particular I will not yield to any individu­
al among my opponents or coadjutors. 
Though the tide of popularity may at pre~
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fent flow violently againft that fide of the 
queftion which I have embraced, yet it 
does not neceifarily follow from thence 
that I am wrong, unlefs it can be indubi­
tably proved that the majority which dif- 
fents from me muft be invariably right ; 
and yet we all know and confefs that men 
are fometimes fo obftinately wedded to pal­
pable errors, as to be impervious to con- 
vidion. I do not build my attachment to 
the meafure of an Union upon mere fpe- 
culation, plaufible hypothecs, quibbling 
l'ophiftry, or pecuniary profpeds, but on 
plain, unadorned matter of fad , analo­
gous dedudions, liberal, patriotic principles, 
and rational calculations with refped to fu­
ture poffible contingencies, fo far as my 
contraded underftanding enables me to 
judge ; and therefore my miftakes are the 
offspring of weak intelleds, and not of de­
liberately impoimg deiign. Brilliant ta­
lents, fertility of conception, and ani­
mated elegance of didion are not at my 
command ; but I will not readily wave



my preteniions to that probity of mind 
which my confcience tells me that I have 
never yet forfeited by the commiffion of any 
dishonorable a<St.

In a word ; I am well allured that the 
infernal temper, of our deteilable, domeftic 
foes, will ihmulate them to ftrain every fa­
culty o f their corrupted minds in diflemi- 
nating fedition and difcord throughout this 
country ; in reviving the fmothered rebel­
lion, by kindling afreih the embers of dif- 
affe&ion ; and endeavouring to alienate 
even our regular troops, militia and yeomen 
from their fworn allegiances, by falfehood 
and mifreprefentation ; but as their abomi­
nable plots and confpiracies have been hi­
therto detected, and terminated in confu- 
iion to themfelves : fo I truft that our valiant 
foldiers will be prompted by the impulfe of 
honor and duty, to turn a deaf ear to the 
profeflions of their meditated deceivers, by 
refolutely oppofing their nefarious machi­
nations ; that the good fenfe of the nation

F

35



will not Suffer itfelf to be mifled by the 
wickeddefigns of crafty inftduous mi fcreants, 
who affed a warm attachment for a mea- 
fure which fo manifeftly militates againil 
their democratic fchemes ; and that we 
will not be wvjrped by fullen or petulant 
prejudice, merely againft the name of an 
Union, without duly weighing the impor­
tance of the object under confideration ; 
giving it a fair and candid investigation ; 
and ferioufly calculating the dangers and 
Ioffes poffibly attendant on a rejedion of

it.

W hen the wild phrenzy of the times 
fubfides, I Slatter myfelf I Shall Share the 
mite of applaufe, in common with my 
fellow-laborers in this caufe, for our affec­
tionate addreffes to our Countrymen on the 
momentous fubjed of an Union. L^t 
the voice of unbiaffed reafon be heard, 
and by her decifion alone let us be deter­
mined in all our deliberations. Let me 
not be taxed with the introdudion of ex-



traneous matter, until we refledt that the 
coalition which we are contemplating com­
prehends a multiplicity of interefting cii> 
cumftances. Should it not bear the af- 
pe£t of methodiítical fermonizing, I would 
remark that our pafTage through life is tran- 
fitory, and rugged at the beft. Is it not, 
then, inexcufably imprudent, nay, is it not 
unfeelingly cruel, in us inconfiftently to 

augment the vexations which we cannot 
avoid, and plant thorns in our narrow 
path, which mull inflidt anguiih upon 
others, as well as ourfelves ?
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