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The attention of the Houfe of Lords was called
(Tuefday, March 1gth, 1799) by the Marquis of
Lanfdswne, to the Traét of Union or Separation, as
containing “more found fenfe, more information,
¢“and more knowledge of the world, than volumes
¢ which had been written on the fubject.”
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Errors of the Prefs, which the Reader is requefted to
obferve, or have the goodnefs to corredt.

Page 39 Line 12 for their own, read ber own

39
39
41
4
49

51
61
65
7L
75
75
76
79

14 after manufaiture read Ireland,
20 -read from do, to Ireland.

15 read e ftunted.

10 for plea read plan.

8 after vague a comma, and none after
refifted.

2 for feat read jl’al.
20 for leader read leaders.
6 for teey read they.

30 for conflitutiona read conflitutional.

25 for fpendor read fplendor.
26 for embrace read embofom.
38 for ferce read woice,

19 for Jefs read Iaf:.
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Pretace.

THE magnitudel and 1mportance of
the commercial propofitions in 1785,
had led men to inveftigate the pofitive
and relative conditions of “the  Sifter
Kingdoms, in order to underftand the
extent of that negociation....- This {ub-
je& occafioned much private inquiry
and difcuffion between Dean Tucker
and Dr. Clarke : and out of it arofe the
queftion of an Incorporative Union.
Dr. Clarke enjoyed at that period the
conftant fociety of this able and excel-
lent man ; and now reflets on it as an
honour and happinefs of his life. The
commion occurrences, however, of hu-
man affairs having {eparated them, their

intercourfe was afterward kept up by
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i : PREFACE.

correfpondence : and the queftion of an
Union ,was ftill difcufled, until. Dr.
Clarke was too far removed from the
{cene of Britith Politics,' and no where
ftationary for the regularity of commu-
nication upon fuch topics. But the opi-
nions, which had been urged by the
Dean, upon a {ubjeét of fuch magni-
- tude, feem too valuable for oblivion at
a moment fo important as the prefent,
and which tlis' profound ‘Politician had
long forefeen and often anticipated, in
his difcourfe.. His arguments, therefére,
- without their meaning being marred,
 or their reafoning weakened, but as they
were drawn up himfelf, are, with per-
miffion, fubmitted to the Public, by
Dr. Clarke. To his great and virtuous
friend his debt of gratitude has been al-

ways. large : his love and veneration
will be endlefs.
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UNION
SEPARATION.

3

THE Firft Civil Compadt ‘took place
between Britain and Ireland, at a moment
when Government in the latter was the
inftrument of caprice, or the incentive of
Rebellion. The Policy however, under an
Imperial Union formed by Henry 11, was bar-
baroufly defefive: it long excluded the
Irifh from the benefit of the Englith Laws.
The ground was thus laid of a jealous odious
and difgraceful diftinétion ;* which has been
kept up by fucceeding circumftances, and
prevails down to this day. Accumulated
misfortunes-at this moment might be traced
back to this unwife Policy under the Impe-
rial, and we may fay, Dependent Union. i

. Another Union however arofe between
Great Britain and Ireland upon a vaft com-

R Engliﬂlman and Proteftant have but onc term in the
‘Irifh Language. B



bination of caufes, and a ﬁngular concur-
rence of events. In 1779, Freedom .of
Commerce was eftablithed for Ireland: in
1787 her Legiflative Dependency was for-
mally Renounced by the “Parliament  of
Great Britain: -and hence fhe dates her
Federal or Free Union.

Men however of {ound political expéri-
ence beheld this meafure with concern.
Thmgs were changed but not correfled.
The confequences were forefeen ‘by them
and foretold. But what muft now follow ?
“The Imperial or.Dependent Union proved
‘Deletive ; the Federal or Free Union has
proved Defelive : there is therefore no re-
fource now - left but .a - -Real or Incorpora=-
tive Union. “That or Separation muft enfue.

0

ThlS 15 'not. the fentence of a rafh judg-
ment or an’ hafty moment: it is the deli-
berate opinion of a man, whofe ability to
combine caufes and calculate effeéts, .and
whofe honefty to {peak out and foretel thefe
effects, have rendered him Prophetlc in the
Pohtlcdl World I may fay this of him
‘without fufplmon of ﬂattery, and ‘with deep
forrow: 1 may fay it, for he will probably

never
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never know 1} We fhall never enjoy again

the gu;dance of this great Luminary—he

has clo | with the hand of venerable age
: ihe boof: of Po.litlcs for ever

a1 k19 v

Let us then liften to the hlgh authdnty of
Dean Tucker on this queftion of an Incor-
poratlve Union. We fhall find three of the
‘great Popular Ob}e&lons which ‘thé Patriots
of Ireland are plealed to urge with'a moft
decifive tone againft this meafure diftinctly
em’ﬁdered and confuted by! him. v!

i 6 T A ME O .’l 4§
Flrﬁ ‘the’ fioverty of Irelah%l cannot

bear the weight of thofe Taxes, which

the Riches of England enable her to fuﬁam

w1th eafe and comfort
sol ol

Sé‘coﬂdl in cafe of an Union," the
ufei‘t"er ﬁumber of Englih Members in fuch
‘an"Uﬁfifed Parliament compared with the
few Irith, would enable England, when
any competition fhould arife between the
two Countries, relpeéting Trade ' Manu-
‘tures and Navigation, - to -favour England
and opprefs Ireland.

B Thirdly.



A S
Thlrc}ly the money now fpent in Ire-
land, by means of a Parliament held in 1
Dublin, would in that cafe, be tranfy Qrte&
to England, to the great Enrichment of
the one Country, and Impoven[hment of
the other.

Fourthly= that an Union tends lily.t'.im;f_i..t.ely
to a Separation.

Fifthly: that a Moral Affimilation with
Britain, or an amelioration of the Manners
of the People of Ireland may not be ex-

pefted from the {uppofed Incorporation of
the two Leglﬂatures.

Thefe are the grand Objetions fo loudly
infifted on; which we own are very popu-
lar, and therefore in fome fenfe formidable :

but we cannot efteemn them {olid. meﬂ'
let us examine them.

““ *The firft Pofition is, that the Poverty
“ of Ireland <¢annot bear the Weight of
¢“ thofe Taxes, which the Riches of Eng~

¥Nate: All Paflages with inverted Commas contain
the arguments of Dean Tucker, drawn upin 1783, in

anfwer to the Objeltions then fubmitted to hum by
Dy, Clarke,

\
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7 laﬁﬂ enable her to faftain ‘with no great
¢ Difficulty, or rather with much Eafé.

¢ Now here, under the Expreflions Pover-
¢ty and Rithes, as applied comparatively
¢ to both Countries, a Fallacy is coneéaled,
‘¢ of which probably fome are not aware.

““In all States, Kingdoms. or Countriés
¢t whatfoever, and more particularly in Ire«
‘‘land, the Poor are by far the greater
¢ Number. Therefore the Queftion comes
“ to this: Are the great Majority of the
“* People of England fe heavily and oppref-
¢ fively taxed, as to {uffer great Mifery on
that _Account? ‘And were the Poor, that
¢ is, the fuill greater Majority of the People
¢: of Ireland to be fubjeét to the like Taxes,
¢ gould they fapport themfelves under fuch
«¢a Weights To elear up this Point, let
% it be obferved, that the Taxes laid om
““the People of England, may be fummed
“sup underthe following Heads,

R U W : including Jlikewife

= 2. The
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i 9. The .,Cuﬁom—Houfe Daties, on the -

« Importation of foreign Produce, foreign
¢« Manafaétures, and foreign Luxuries. {

-«¢q »'The Extife on Articles! of home
<« confumption,  under which Head, Salt

< may likewife be included. y 14

«4. The new Duties on Coaches, Car-
¢ riages, Horfes, Servants, Hats;” Dogs,
Armorial-bearings, Powder,. &ei . o]

. :i“'.5. The Stamp ~Dut'ies,. whxch of late
¢t have been fo extended, as to C?mPFEhFEHd
¢ . vaft Variety of Articles. Ao

s¢¢/6. The Tax for H‘Efraying'the'l?oﬁage :
<<’ of Letters. P yox ey ylovil

Lf¢m. The .prr-‘Tax in_ its @Lﬁ"erant
<<, Branches. ] ‘

#Het Now, let any one ferioufly confider,
¢ which of thefe, and whether any of them
¢'do really fall on the labouring Poor of
«England, to any confiderable “Degree,
¢« ynlefs it be their own Fault » And whe-
¢« ther the great Majority of the Englifh
<¢ Natjon has any juit Caufe to complain

< on that Account? ‘

& Fop, .
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“1ft. As to the Land-Tax, and tfm.t .
“* on Houfes and Windows, not onlzr lhe

<« menial Servants of both Sexes, bu alfo
‘““the Journey - men and Journey-worﬂen

¢ throughout the Kingdom, the low Mec a-
¢ nics the Fifhermen and Sailors, the Day—
‘¢ Labourours and Cottagers, are almoft uni-
<« verfally excufed. I do not enter into the
¢ Reafons, which induce the Afleflors both
¢ in Town and Country, to omit them, and
*¢ thereby to excufe this numerous  Clafs
¢ from paying Taxes: but Ido affert this
‘“ to be the Fatt: for hardly any of them
““are ever rated: and therefore they .do
““not pay. In fomelnftances the Laws
¢ themfelves excufe them: and in others

<¢a Connivance almoft univerfally pre-

¢ vails.

““2. As to_the Duties on the Importa-
““ tion of foreign Goods, Manufattures, or
¢« Luxuries=—I hope I may infift upon it
«¢ without Offence, that the lower Clafs of

,“"People in England may enjoy very com-

- foﬁably good Food, decent Raiment, ‘and
i Warm Dwellmgs (the three great Necef-
“faries of Life) without paying a fingle
¢ Tax for the Importation of any’ thing

.2 ¢ from
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¢ from abroad, Therefore if any of them
“ chofe to indulge themfelves in fuch Ele-
¢¢ gancies, or Luxuries, as are brought from
“%o;c;gn Countries, they ought to. pay
‘¢ for their Prodigality: and have none to
‘“ blame but themfelves. . &

¢ e. The Exeife is the next Article to
¢ be confidered. And here it muft be con-
¢¢ feffed, that in a few Inftances, and in a
¢ yery {mall Degree, even the frugal in
<« the lower Claffes may be taxed The
¢t Excife on Malt, Hops and Cyder, allo
¢t on Soap, Candles and Leather with the
¢¢ Duty on Salt, muft affe¢t the moft par-
¢¢ fimonious among them in fome {mall pro-
¢« portion. . But were they to be content
¢ with a moderate Quantity of Cyder, or
< one-way Beer,—and were they to buy
<¢ the other Articles at the beft Hand, it is
““ not poffible, that thefe Taxes (though
< the worft of any) could eflentially hurt
¢ or impoverifh them. As to the heavy
¢« Tax on fpiritous Liquors, this is fo far
¢¢ from being a real Grievance, that were itfo
‘¢ high, as to amount to an abfolute Pro-
¢ hibition (if that were poffible) it would
‘¢ be the greatefi Blefling, which could be-
¢ fall the common People. o
s
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“ As to thc new Duties laid on Coaches,
¢ Carriages, Horfes, Male Servants, fine
<< Hats,” Armorial Bearings, Powder, &e,
¢« thefe- furely do not affeét the labouring
““ Poor: for they are exempted by their
‘“ very condition from paying any of thefe
“ Taxes. ¢

““ 5. The like Obfervations may extend
*“ to the Stamp Duties in all their Branches.
““‘Indeed, it the ignorant Populace will buy
“« Newf{papers, A commence ,Politicians,
‘¢ they are not to be pitied ; for they ought.
“¢ to pay for their folly.

““ 6. The Tax on the Poﬁawe of Letters
‘“ cannot materially affeét the Poor, and-
““ even if it did, the Poft-Tax 1s fo much
¢ cheaper than any ether Mode of Convey-
‘¢ apce, that it ©cannot be made a Matter of
«¢ Complaint.

¢« Laftly, ag'to'the Tax for the Mainte-
“¢-nance of the Poor, burdenfome as it is
¢ here in England, this falls\altogether on
*¢ the middling and higher Ranks in Society,
¢¢ and not on the loweft, or the meaneft.

¢« Upon the whole, it evidently appears,
“ even from this brief Survey, that the Ma-
< jority of the Englith Nation, {that is,
<« male amd female Servants, low Mecha-

4 Thes, Journey-men, *Fifhermen, and Sai-

C k- lors

.
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¢ lors, Day-labourers, and 'all kinds of Cot-
“ tagers, with their numerous Familiés],
‘“ are not heavily or oppreflively taxed.
““ And fuppofing that fimilar Taxes were to
““ be laid on Ireland, the Poer of that Coun-
“ try would efcape Tax-free*, at leaft ac-
‘“ cording to their prelent mode’ of living ;
¢¢ for they ufe and confume much lefs Malt,
“ Hops, and Cyder, lefs Salt, Soap,’ and
‘“ Candles, Leather, and Stamps, than the
““ Poor of England are known to do. There-
¢¢ fore they have much lefs to pay.

““ But, indeed, were an Union ‘to take
¢¢ place, why fhould it be fuppofed that the
¢ Taxes muft be invariably the fame?
¢ They are not{o in Scotland, nor can any
‘“ Reafon be afligned why they muft be
¢ exaclly the fame in Ireland. On the cons
‘ trary, many Regulations might be fug-
¢« gefted, efpecially in regard  to the Land- -
‘¢ Tax, which would enrich Ireland, inftead

“ *The claim of opening Parliament to Popifh pre-
“ tenfions is faid to be a claim made on the right of
“ three Millions, . Now of thefe three Millions, it is a
“known facl, that two millions, one Hundred Thou-
“ fand are, by the late Hearth Money A&, exeufed on ac-

““ count of poverty from paying four-pence ayear each to
“the State,”

Speech of Robert Johnfon, Efq. Member for RHill{-
borough. before the Irith Houfe ot Commons, May 24,
1795=—Dublin, Printed by Mercier,

of
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¢t of impoverithing it. For it can never be
‘¢ too often repeated, that any Tax, whichs
¢ promotes Indufiry and encourages a cirs
culation of Labour, enriches a Country';
¢ and any Tax,- which checks Induftry
«“ and ftops Labour, neceflarily impoverifhes
the Country in the fame Proportion.
This is the true Touch-ftone for difcover-
*‘ ing the Merit or Demerit of any Tax.

¢ Jreland is continually complaing that
< her Trade is ¢rampt, and her People
<t have not Work ; yet there ‘are no People
“* under the Sun who take fo much Pains
¢ to cramp her Trade, rand check her In-
« duftry, as the Irith themfelves. Were
¢ they to create an'. Yeomaary [and they
“ alone * muft do it], this very circumitance
¢« would raife up fuch'a Demand for the
<« Confumption of their internal Produce,
<« and coarfe Manufaétures, as would give
¢ full Employment to their prefent mifera-
“ ble, lazy, flarving Poor, for Ages to come.
<« But they umhappily expeét a Foreign
« Trade, without an Home Confumption ;

L6

(34

* The great tta®s of land that are given in leafe,
and divided by the Leflce, to be fub-divided by other
Leflees, until the Cettager is crufhed by thie number
of thofe, whom he has to fupport above him, is a

" forevand ‘erying evil, It is hence that the lands in

Ireland “are let § higher, though they are purchafed
cheaper than in this country ; while ‘the Tenant does

thereby
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¢ thereby grafping at the Shadow, and:let-
“ting go the Subftance. They think.jt
“ good Policy to keep 1he Mafs of their People
““ Jo poor, and o deflitute of the three great Necef-
““ faries of Life, Food, Raiment, and Dwel/z}zg,
““ [which, by the by, are the Foundation of
¢ all Commerce whatever, even the moft
“ brilliant and extenfive] tﬁat their &lack
““ cattle are almoft, if not altogether, as good
““ Cuftomers to the Community, and as much
‘“ promote the Trade of it, as the Peafantry
““ of Ireland—that is,\hl other words, as

not receive as much for his produce; and even of the
- returns of this produce, he has by no means a pertion
equal to that of the Englifh Tenant. Were the gentle-
men of Ireland to adopt the plain principle of thofe in
England, by taking“onz third of the produce of the
land, and giving the remaining two thirds to the Farmer
for his profit and expences of cultivation ; and if the
lands were let folely to thofe who occupie them, a
yeomanry. would foon arife valuable to all parties.

§ Mr. Arthur ¥oung’s opinion is, that if an allowance he
made for the difproportion between the Englith and Irifh acre,
aud the difference ot the currency (1s. 8d. in the pound) in
both Countiies the lands of Ireland are nor let higher than
thofe of England. There isa deference due to the inveftigations
of Mr. Young; and his opinion is jult, if formed upon the
Rental received by the owners in Fez of the lands of Ireland ;
for their rents are extremely low and moderate. Or if he has
formed his calculation upon'the Rental of even the Leflees under
the Owaner tn Fee, (many of whofe TFenures are for 9g9 years)
itmay perhaps be juft. But if a calculation were formed upon the
Rental piid by the Cultivators in Ireland (whofe cafe we are'
hete confidering) und upon that paid by the fame defcription in
England, it would be found afterall allowances for fize of Acre
and currency of Money, that the Lands of Ireland are let higher
than thofe of Fngland. This is an opinion formed upon much
enquiry and intercourfe with the two Countries.

fives
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<¢ five-fixths, perhaps as nine-tenths of the
‘“ Mafs of the P_eopl_e' Wvn o S g -

.This is a point which calls for pecll_iié

o

~ confideration, as one of the ‘firft impor.

tance, 'in thefe, times. At every period,
however, Hufbandmen are of higher; va-
Jue to a State than thofe endowed with the
fharpeft Invention or moft profound Ge-
nius. But if Induftry be not animated by
due remunerations, all the  rich gifts of
God and Nature fo that Ifland are vain.
As. well might great portions ofits Land
have remained buried in the Chaos, or over=
whelmed by the Waters. - Under, Incorpo-
ration, new repofe and widely extended
Trade muft arife, with a.whole {yftem of in-
duftry, en.cou,ragegent, and happinefs, blef-
fing and exalting the Nation. Incorporation
1s the angulaf ﬁone of its greatnefs. Its
Natives, whole talents and induftry are
fcattered over the earth, will no longer
explore foreign Climates or dangerous
Defarts, .if they be happy at home. Nei-

' ther ™ will foreign markets be fo neceflary

for Commerce, when there is through
home Induliry an home * Trade and good

- *Perhaps a better criterion of the happy effeds of
induftry ean not be had than the home confumption of
-Britain_compared with its trade all over the Globe.
The profits of the home trade are calculated by Mr. Pitt

at 28'Millions The profits on the foreign trade at but
32 ditto. ‘ :

price
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price for the Commodities. The influence
extending from this to the Agricultural
Syftem will put all thefe co-operating
powers in motion, which tend to the po-
pulation . and profperity of Ireland.: For-
Agriculture is not only the firft and great
fource of wealth to a State ; but Ag:ic11l-
ture and Population are like the ocean 'and
the rivers which fupplie each other. Agri-
culture promotes Population, by nvigo-
rating the bodies of Men, ana by furnith-
ing  food for an increafed progeny. And
Population promotes Agriculture by !the
confumption of the fruits of the earth.
Agriculture gives ewiffence to the Landed
Intereft, Population s its fuppers.

¢« Were a Land-Tax* of 100,000l. a year
““ to be eonftantly levied on Lands and
- Houfes in Ixeland, as in England: but
<« were the Orcupiers fof Dwelling Houfes in
¢ Cities, Towns, and Villages, under the
¢« Rent of three poundsa year, to be totally
¢« exempted ; alfo every Cottage or Cabbin
¢ in the Country, to’which was annexed

«* The greateft Advantage attending the Englifth Land-
««Tax is, that it is not fubje&t to flutuations in the |
¢ proportions to be obferved. In which it widely differs
¢ from the Land-Taxes in France, which arofe accordin
¢ 1o the improvement of {.and, or the advancement of Rent.
<t What the Proportions were on cachi County, City, or
& Boroughown in the Reign of King William, the fame

any
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‘“ any quantity of Land, not exceeding
¢ Jalf an Irifh Acre, to be exempted like=
““ wife ; moreover, were every Farm, not
¢« exceeding 50 Irifh Acres [provided it had
““ a Dwelling Houfe upon it, inkabited by the
“ Farmer, or Owner himfelf], to be taxed
‘¢ only three-pence annually for each Acre ;
‘“ were every other Farm, circumitanced in
¢¢ the fame manner, and not exceeding 100
‘* Irith Acres, to be taxed fix-pence annual-
‘“ ly for each Acre; but were all other
‘“ Lands’ or Farms of a larger extent, or
““ not {o circumftanced, to be rated to the
‘¢ Land-Tax at two fhillings per Acre [un-
‘¢ lefs they happened to be barren Rock, or
¢ mclaimable Bog, not capable of improves
‘“ ment, or Lands covered with Woods, or
¢« Coppices | thefe few regulations would
¢ foon fill the Irith Towns and Cities with
‘“ indufirious Inhabitants, and the Country

~ ““ with laborious Cottagers and working

¢ Farmers ; moft of them in ealy circum-

- “Proportions have remained to this Day. Confequently

“ the Sum levied on each Individual operates as a Qurt
“Rent on his [Eftate, to /pur him on to improve it as
“much as he can; knowing, ithat if he fhould improve
““ his Eftate fo much as to double, or treble his Rental,
“he fhall pay no more; and were he to let the Land
“runinto an uncultivated Wildernefs, he fhould pay no
‘““lefs. . The great Improvements of the landed Eftates
in England, date their Origin from this Clufe. ”

{tances
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@ ftances, ahd nohe too proud or too laZy’
“ for th'eir Condition’ and Station in Eife.

¢ Another good Circumftance would na-
“ turally arife.from fuech a Plan. The pre-
¢ fent Clamors for prote@ting Duties and
«“ prehibitory. Laws would ceafe of courfe.
¢ Clamors which betray a total Jgnorance
““ of the true Intereft of that Country, be-
< caufe Ireland ought always to excite an
‘ Emulation among her Mechanics and Ma-
““ nuftaélirers to excel her Rivals, inftead of -
“ checking and preventing it by Monopo-
¢ lies, Pains, and Penalties. And above
¢¢ all, Ireland fhould never ufe fuch a con-
“« duét towards other Nations, efpeciahy
| ¢ towards the Englifh; her beft, and almoft
““ only €uitomers, as would provoke them
“ to retaliate the Injury upon herfelf with
““ redoubled ‘Vengeance. For were Eng-
‘¢ land to lay the fame Duties on Irith Lin-
‘““ens, ‘which fhe doth on German, and
“‘ other foreign Linens:-——the wholé Linen
*¢ Trade of Ireland, her only Staple Manus
¢ fadture, - and the fource of all her Wealth,
““ would fink to nothing.*

* There have been '¢2,000,000 yards of Lifen ex-
ported in one year. Great Britain by her proteftion fe-
cures a monopely of this branch to Ireland. In the
“Englifh market Irith Linens have an advantage of 37

per Cent. over German Linens, and receive aboun=
ty of three-half-pence per yard on re-exportations
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- % The 'Second popular Objeftion againft
~<an Union, is that the Englifh and ‘cotck
‘¢ Members, -in this [uppofed wunited Parla-
~¢ ment, being fo - many more in Number than
<< the Irifk, the Majority wonld -confpire 'a=
¢ gamf? the Minority, and out-votes them on all
““ Qccafions of Competition : fo that Ireland
¢ would be opprefled inflead of being benefited.

¢« Strange Delufion! which “takes thefe
¢ things for granted, that are both #mpro-
< pable in Theory, and impradticable in
<t Fa&t. The Suppofition is utferly impro=-
< bable, that an Union fhould ever take
““ Place, without fuch Preliminaries -beizzg
<6 ﬁ?tles?, as would prevent either of the con-
¢ tralling Parties from having the Power
for all, whereof the value does not exceed eighteen=

pence yer yard.

Such aré the advantages on the Linen Trade: let us

“mow fee what are the advantages on general Trade be«

tween the two Countries.
In the year 1795 the .Irith Im.
~ ports, into the Port of Lon-

don, amounted to £.2,203,501 " 3 4
Britith -Manufaéture exported
frortl thence to Ireland 168,687 18 3

Balance of Trade in favour of
Jreland from only one Port 2,040,813 §

" NB. The balance at Liverpool, where the Linens
are chiefly imported, muﬁDbe unmen{e,
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““ to lay a greater Burden of Taxes, or
‘““to put more Reftraints on Trade, or to
‘¢ curtail any of ‘the Liberties of the other
) P-ari:y,‘ beyond what the Articles of Union
¢ fhall authorize. An Infraétion of the
¢« Terms diTolves the Union ipfo falto, and
¢ réftores the injured Country to :ts former
« flate of Independence.

““ The like Confpiracy is equally imprac-
““ ticable in Fa&, becaufe where there is
““no Clafhing of Intereft, there can be no
¢ Competition either for Power* or Profit.
¢ Thus, for Example, when Ireland fhall
‘“ be fo united, as to form one Country
““ with England, the Power of the one
““will equaly become the Power of the
““other. No man confiders the ftrength of
“ Yorkfhire, as in any Degree feparate
¢ from; or oppofed to that of Devonfthire
““and Cornwall; though they aie much
““ farther diftant from each other, than
‘“ England and Ireland. For they both
“ muft ftand, or fall, or rife together. And
“‘ the Cafe of Scotland affords a {iill ftronger
¢ [Huftration.

* The principle of this argument applies wtil no {fmall
force to the Internal Parties of Ireland, in favor, of an.
' Incorporatwc Union®
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¢ As to Profit, or Intereft, the fame
*“ Ideas muft recur. For, properly {peak-
‘“ ing, no Competition of Interefts can have
<« any Effe€l on the Legiflature, to make
“partial Laws on either Side;—it being -
¢« evident, that each Country, and. each
¢ part of the Ifland muft enjoy their own
¢« peculiar Advantages, natural, or arfifi-
¢ cial, without Let or Moleftation. At this
¢« inftant Yorkthire is getting the Cloath-
« ing Trade from the Weft of England,
““ by means of its fuperior Frugality, Oeco-
“ nomy, mechanic. Skill, “and Ind firy.
«¢And what will be the Confequence ?
« Plainly this, that.the Weft muft adopt
“ the like Meafurés and Poliee with the
“North, or defervedly fuffer for their
“ Folly. 'But according to the Notion here
«¢ broa¢hed, another Mode might be adopt-
«t'ed. Yorkfhire returns only go Members
.+t to Parliament ; whereas the feveral Coun-
‘¢ ties of Gloucefter, Wilts, Dorfet, and
<t Somerfet, much of the fame Extent with
¢¢ Yorkfhire and all united ‘in one com-
+¢ mon monopolizing Caule againft it, re-
“turn no lefs than 8o Members There-
¢« fore poor Yorkfhire ought to be in a
« terrible Fright, left this vaft Majoris
“ty in the Houfe of Commons fhall enact
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*% reﬁra«ining‘, or prohibitory Laws to erufh:
¢ the Trade of the North, in Order, tos
“ favour the Manufactures of the Wefl >
- % No: Yorkfhire is: in no Fright* and:
¢ entertains no fuch apprehenfions: .mor
““ even Scotland :  notwithftanding this lat=
“ ter hath not a twelfth Part on Share
¢.in- the Legiflature of Britain.  Yet alk
“ Parts are fafe, and will ever fo remain:
¢ for i1t 1s not in the Power'of the Ma-
¢“ jority to hurt the Minority ‘in thefe Re-
‘¢ {pefts. Such a Scheme would defeat itfelf,
-, ¢ The laft . objeétion, " and perhaps the:
¢ moft popular of any in the Streets of
¢ Dublin, is, - #hat jwere the Parliament in.
¢« Ireland to be removed 1o England the Money.
““ pow fjbmt i Dublin,  would be lof to that.
““ Country and  gained to this.”. |

‘¢ Now: this ebjeétion is bmlt ona. vuI--

gar Notion, which is. entirely false,
¢ that Money is Riches. Whereas Indufiry.
““ and Frugality are the two Riches of a.
‘“ State : and money only the Sign of
‘“ them. Nay, if Money becomes the
‘¢ Sign-ofRiches in one Senle, it may be
‘- an Indication of Poverty,K in another..,
¢ For the Circulation of Gold and Silver,
“ or the transferrmg of thefe Metals trom.
¢ Hand to Hand, is no otherwife ufefyl
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«« to" a State, than as it pr’omoteé the Cir-
«eulation of Labour and general induf-
¢itry. “Wherever it is not’ productive of
¢« this ‘good Effect, ‘the’ greateft Quantity
¢ of Gold-and Silvér isfo ‘far from being
‘“'beneficial to the Community, that at
““js the ‘greateft Detriment. - The Spami
¢ ards have experienced  this to'their ¢oft.
¢« Hiftory tells us, there was a ‘Time when
‘¢ Spain’ was full of Indufiry and Manu-
¢ faétures.  But when a Mode was intro-
¢“ duced ' of getting ! ’\/Ioney without Labour,
“ by means of the mines of Mexico and
¢ Peru, and by plundering and feizing on
« the Wealth of the deféncelefs Moors, and

¢ Jews, the Looms and all'the Aparatufles
“ for carrying on “extenfive Manufaétures
«« were laid afide : “and Spain foon became

“ one of the pocreft, and worft cultivated
¢t Countries in the"Weftern World.

But there are firiking inftances of this
important truth, that Momey 2 not Riches,
within our_.own experience. For, where-
ever Money 1s idly fpent, the People are
uniformly’ poor. Amid(t all the fplendor
and brilliant extravagance of Verfailles,
how rgkatwely poor were its Inhabitants
to thoﬁe#‘a in commercial parts! Refleét
allo upon the Sovereign Refidences in Ita-
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Iy : look to Vienna, and Berlin: exa-
mine the poverty in Drefden where the
Rich Saxon Eleflor holds his Court: What
does the wealth of the Sovereign and No-
bles of the two Elettorates produce at
Munich! Pafs to the refidence of the In-
ferior. Sovereigns, where fplendbr and dif-
fipation predominate, and mark the effeéts!
The feat of all profperous Manufaétures,
over the Univerle, is removed from the
haunt of Diffipation.* Now pafs into Bri~
tain : and obferve what immenfe fums are
{pent weekly in drefs, purfuits of pleafure,
prodigality, ~luxury of table, horfes, fer-
vants, gaming, &c, at Bath, by perhaps.
an average of 20, oo Strangers, befide Re-
fidents, in the Seafon. And are the people of:
Bath rich ? Has.any Manufaéture fprunggup.
there amidft this fplendid extravagance:—,
or what man, would think of entering on.

{fuch fan undertaking?Yet Nature feems to
have deftined this as a feat for Manufa&ture:"

it has directed here a River in its courfe;
whofe banks are peculiarly adapted to the

*Before Diffipation was fo great or univerfal in Dublin,
thc Manufactures in that Quarter called the Liberty
were extremely flourithing. But at this day what a
fcene does it prefent ? o |17l i

+ On this principle the Citizens of London inter-
fered againft the Royalty Theatre being: opened  for:
Dramatic. exhibitions. The whole town of Manchefter
fome time fince, had mot adingle family within its walls,
hat were not the children of [rade and occupgtioa.
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eretion of Mills; whofe fireams are never
exhaufied, but form a communication withe
the fecond frading Town in the Britith Em-
pire.  And if Riches could accelerate fuc-' .
cefls, here is money, and Votaries of plea<
fure in crowds, to purchafe the neceffaries
of vanity and oftentation. But there is
hotwithftanding no manufacture here, be-
caufe here no manufacture would profper.
Throughout all the Ifland, at all the places
of pleafurable refort and diffipation, much
money circulates but the Inhabitants re-
main poor.* ¢ Indeed, even Ireland can
‘“ afford a Confirmation of this important
““ Truth. For wherever Money is idly fpent,
“as 1talways is in fupporting Horfe-Races,
*¢ promoting Amufements and Diverfions,
“ &e. &ec. the People of fuch Places are
‘“always poor, on. that Account, and
« never can thrive effetually, till thefe
¢« Temptations are removed out of their
CWay.

¢« But ftill it will be urged that during a
« Parliament-Winter, great Sums are {pent
¢ in Dublin, by the Nobility and Gentry
¢ of Ireland, which would have been car-
«“ ried out of the Kingdom, were the Par-
¢ liament removed.

® Compare the Wealth of the Inhabitants of Bathto
hat of the Briftol Merchants : yet Bath has had an infi-
nitely longer run in its Trade of Diffipation, than Briftol
¢in its commerce.
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Granted. that a part but hot the, Whole
of this would be transp,ued But i.f the

“whole were transferred, it woui Jr,bP the
removal of a Detriment: forin as mUCh as

Diffipation withers manufa&1 res, -mu{’( gro‘w.

up: and farther,  as the Union produces
fecurity and repofe9 commerce muﬁ extend ;
and confequent!y its advant ‘ages infinitely
counterbalance all appare,nt lofles: they
in reality would prove gains.

«« Befide great Sums were once expended in
<. Edinburgh,when the Court was kept, and
<: the Parliament held in that Metropolis
« And what was the Cenfequence? —Edina
« burgh was thenia very poor Place; butis.
<« now a great and weafthy_ City. . [Fts Trade

<t and Commeree, Merchants and Manufaétu- -

<« yrers are.in a more thriving State than ever
¢ they were during the Time it was made
-« the Seat of Government and Leglﬂatlon.“
<« Whereas now its Buildmgs are. not only
< more extended, but alfo are grand and
¢« glegant. Therefore it may. be fairly afk-
<¢'ed, how is it that fuch great alterations
¢t hayve been brought to pafs ? Plainly thus :
~ « Edinburgh was poor, when devoted to
s« Pleafures, Amufements, and vagrﬁons..
«¢ (as Dublin is at prefent); but on the Te-
<« moval of the Parliament, Edinburgh be-
< came the’Seat of Induﬁry and Manu-
‘ fattures.
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But fay the Inhabitants of Dubliny in'

their,ihort-ﬁghted fears, the trade of the Me-
- tropolis will be ruined, for Commerce will
transfer itfelf to the beft Harbours : Cork, :
Derry, Galway, and Belfaft, will thrive ;"
whereas Dublin muft' decline. How weak !
is the too great Egotifm of Mankind! This
cannot poflibly be the cafe ; and fuppofe it '
were, that a great bulk of the Commeree
flowed into thofe Ports, ftill Dublin muft
thrive and its Trade extend. Can the Ca-
pital, or head of a Nation droop and die,
while the different Members of the Kingdom
are increafing the found fources of civil life,
and the whole body accumulating vigor ?
This  dread 1s altogether abfurd. Dublin,
being the Seat of the Treafury and Na-
tional Bank, muft ever be the centre of
Exchange, and being the centre of Ex-
change for univerfal Commerce, (which Coms
merce muft, under repofe and fecurity, ex-
tend to an incalculable degree), econfe-
quently and incontrovertibly. Dublin muft
become the fcene of a proportionate and in-
creafed Trade.

London is a proof of this. This Metro-
polis is the Seat of Exchange for her trading
Towns with the commercial world. If mo-

ney be due from Hamburgh to Manchefier,
- E
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it is paid in London : if it be due from York
to Exeter, it paffes through the medium of |
a ' Bank in London. And the confequence
is before us in the extenfive trade of Lon-
don. Befide, a corroboration of this fact is
found in the pra&ice of Ireland itfelf. If
orders go from England to Cork for provi-
fions to any amount, do the Graziers take
bills upon the Commiffary in England,
whenee the orders come, or wpon a Bank in
London ? Certainly upon neither ; they muft
have a bill upon Dublin. Therefore, it is ob-
vious, that let the Commete of Ireland be ex-
tended in what manner itmay, eitherindi-
rection or inquantity, its influence muft final-
Iy be felt, and be commenfurate in the Capital.
" Moreover, a proof of :he ill-founded fears
in Dublin, as to 1ts local loffes in trade, fup-
pofing the'Union. to take place, appears in
the faét of London, Briftol, and Liverpool.
¥or, how far fuperior’ to thefe ports, are
thofe of Portfmouti, Plymouth, Milford-
haven, &c. for commerce? Yet, notwith-
ftanding all thefe natural and extreme defetts
of London, Brifftol, &c. they have not loft
thejr trade, And why ? Becaufe when once
an eftablifbment, vaft in its combination,
anc extenfive in its parts, has taken root,
it is dificult to remove it. Its relations
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and its habitudes are its fecurity. Nb
fituation can be worfe than that of Lon-
don, as to every natural defe&, for trade; but
its artificial bafis has become too broad for
its difadvantages to overturn it. Thein-
" habitants of Publin therefore need not have
~ fuch fears for their lofs of trade. The Ca-
pital of a Commercial Nation is like the hu-
man heart, through which all the blood
muft flow: whether the nutrition, from
which it has been formed, refults from the
operations of the hand, the head, or any
other member. By whatever ports com-
merce enters into Ireland, DPublin muft be
the great feat of attion. And what the
difference is between the a&ion of Com-
merce and the a&tion of Diflipation, may
be feen in the vigorous anim=tion on Ludgate
_Hill, compared to  tic Loungingin Bond-
Street, and the Sauntering at Bath.

«« Much hath been faid by certain Wiiters
< in praife of an influx of Money into a Na-
o tion, merely as fuch; without confidering
4 what Effe& this Money hath upon the
«« Community, whether to make Men induf-
a¢ trious, orto make them idle. And it mnit
«¢ be confeffed, that Traders in general are fo
«s nargow fighted as fearcely to entertamn any
«¢ other Idea of the Goodnes-of Trade, than
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““as it may enable them to accumulaté niore
“¢Gold and Silver than their Neighboursy.and
““with lefs Trouble. Then that Trade is a
‘¢ good one. Now, were this the true Idea of
‘““a good Trade, the Inhabitaats of ancient
““ Rome had the beft in the W&fr]d for their
_“ Trade was to plunder all Nations and to
¢¢ fhare the Spoil among themfslves. Yet we
““ know. from Hiftory, that the Mafs of the
¢ Roman People were poer and indigent in
“fan extreme Degree. I'or they were not able
* to borrow Money for lefs than 12 per Cent.

‘* per Annum:. and they were not to be truf-
f¢ ted, but from Month to- Month. Many
‘¢ other Examples; of the Wretchednefs and
““ Poverty, of this.brave and blufiering, but

‘‘1dle and extravagant People might be
A4 gn el

*“ But waving all Inftances from  Antiqui-
* ty let ustake a view of Things'appertain-’
*“ing to our own Times. The County of
< Down, for inftance, is allowed to be one of
¢¢ the.moft indufirious, and confequently the
4 racheﬂ in all Ireland. Would you therefore,
“in Order to augment its' Wealth, to en- '
“““greafe its Induftry, and to fecure Tempe-
‘< rance, Sobriety, and Frugality among its
Manufa&urers ;—would you; I fay, think
‘it adwﬁ,able to remove the Parliament
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*“ from Dablin, ‘and 'plant the Members of
*“ both Houfes in Groups in the Manufaéu-
** ring parts of the'County of Down? And
*“what would be' the Effe&t of fuch Plantas:
“ tions?—The Application is obvious::

* Neverthelefs, firong and convineing as
““ thefe Reafons for an Union are! 1 .do not
‘“ depend on them for Succefs in;the prefent*
*¢ Cafe. For that Man muft be very ignorant
*¢ of human Nature, who expeéts to fubdue
*deep rooted Prejudice; merely by the
¢ Force of Reafoning. Buz theve is.a Tide in
human Affairs to whick Prejudice ifelf muf
*“ yield, becaufe it cannot wefift it.

At this moment if the good fenfe of Ireland
be not fupreme, and all paflion put down,
fhe: may be loft., Itis.an univerfal crifis of
‘Men and Things. And no Man can fay upon
-what centre orbafis they will repofe.” Amidit
this general concuflion, and the particular
thock of Ireland, where is her fafety > Is it
~ an her'own Arms? Certainly not.*¢ Non ex-
ercitus neque thefauri praefidia regni funt,
-verum amici. (Sal.) As to the Colofial power
which tramples upon the Globe, the more it
thakes it, ‘the fooner it will fall. Amidft the
‘concuffions of this moment it trembles. The
Partyin Ireland which cries to it for protec-
stion; thould refleét! The other Party, in Ire-
dand which cries to England for proteétion,
dhould alfo refleét! This moment is big with

the fate of both.
* Written O&ober 1gth, 1~%¢
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<« The Americans and the Englifh could not
<« agree about the very fame Points, on
| ¢ which the Irith and Englifh now differ:
¢« The Americans expeéted to enjoy all Pro-
¢« teltion, and every kind of Benefit, by their
¢« Connexion with England, but abfolufe-
¢ ly refufed to fiipulate to bear any part
¢ of the common Burden. For they declared
¢ fuch a Stipulation to be a furrender of theit
< wualienable Rights. The inevitable Con-
s fequence was either a.feparation, or an U-
¢¢ nion. Happily for England, an Union, on
<t Account of the Diftance being impraéti-
¢ cable, a total Separation neceflarily took
¢~ Place.. '

«s Refpe@ing Ireland, one or other of the
fame Confequences muft inevitably follow.
¢« For after Tropes and Figures have been let

«« off without Number, after Torrents of Elo-
¢« quence have been poured forth, much Pa-

s per blotted, and much Ink fpilt, —RE-
#¢ COURSE MUST BE HAD AT LAST, EITHER TO"
<- oA SEPARATION ,—or 10 AN UNION.
«‘For plainly there is no other Alternative; —
¢ wy other Medium to be bifcovered, or Cement
¢« which can laf for any length of Time. .
¢« Probably in the firft Onfet, and during
¢ the Paroxyfm of the patriotic Fit,—a total
¢« Separation may be refolved upon, aceord-
¢ ing to the ,unalienable Doétrines of Locke
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‘“and Molineux. Price and Priefily, and ac-
¢ cording to the Pattern fet by the A mericans.
““ In which Cafe it will be the Wifdom and "
¢“ the Intereft of Great Britain to remaix a
e Spectator as-unconcerned as poffible, by giv-
‘“ ing thefe mifguided Zealots no manner of
‘* Difturbance in the Profecution of their wild
““Sch:me, but letting them feel their own
“ Infignificance, by their fmarting under the
‘¢ Lafh of their own Folly. This will much
“ fooner bring them to a juft Way of think-
‘*ing, than any compulfive Meafures what-
ever. For, after having made the Trial,
“ they will gladly accept of thofe Condltlons
* and of fuch an Union, as they had {purned
¢ at before with Contempt and Indignation.
* Therefore it is evident to any Man, who
““will reafon cooly on the natural Courfe
¢ of human A ffairs, that the fhorteft and moft
‘“ dire&t Road to an Union between Great
“ Britain and Ireland, is firft to let the hot-
¢ headed among the Irith Nation both fee,
““ and fee/ what they fhall get, orrather what
‘“ they muft infallibly lofe by their e
¢ Independence, and the neceflary Conf{_quence
““ of it, =— a SEPARATION.

- Rather let Ireland foberly refle&, how Bri-
tain rofe, under the fublime fanétion of her
Government, through Commerce, from no-



[ 32 ]
thing into fomething, and from f.on}ething,
into greatnefs:; For, fhe who commands the
Sea, commands the ‘Commerce ;' fhe who .
commands the Commerce, commands. the
Wealth ; and fhe who commands the Wealth
of the World, muft command the World it-.
{elf. To an Union of this nature then Ireland
1s called., That or Separation is Before her.

It Holland vanquifhed Nature, though the
four elements all corrupted warred againft
her, and rofe’ by Commerce to Opulence
and Power, what then may Ireland expeét
_intowhofe:Lap Nature has poured a profufion
of her bleflings? Give her but ftabilityt and
repofe, under- an Incorporative Union, and
the dreams of Avarice will not outftrip her
Profperity. What has the poor and barren
Scotland done under the aufpices of an Uni-

on; and what fhalll not Ireland do, teeming
with all the treafures of the animal, vege-

table and mineral* Kingdoms: with {uch
+ The Opulence of England will then promote the
Commerce and Agriculture of Ireland. '

* It is ftated en the firft authority that the mine-
ral treafures of Ireland are equal, if not beyond thofe of -
any other Cuntry in Europc. If Security then be once
eitabiiihed, what may not the wealth of:Englith Compa~
nies dig out of thefe mines ? Were it not wife in the Urx)ni-
verfity of Dublin, to make mineralogy a part of their
Syftem of Education; that Gentlemen might know the.
vatue of their property, or Profefitonal Men be brought

up to ipquire into it 7
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Ports, Climates, Soil, Rivers, Harbours, and
Pofition. upon the Globe : with an aélive,
ﬂrong, and robuft race of Men, quick in their
perceptlons and folid in their Combinations?
Conlftituted as Europe now is, Power is ma-
nifeftly in proportion to Wealth, and Wealth
muft ever be 1n proportion to Commerce.
Ireland therefore pefleffes the means of Pow-
er to a degree that all the advantages of
Nature .can beftow, ‘or art ‘may procure,
if the has Security and Peace.” When thefe
are eftablithed by Incorporationt with Britain,
all the Seas of the Univerfe will be enriched
by the Burdens. of her Commerce, and her
bofom be for ever clofed agataft indigent Idle-

nefs, indigent Venality, indigent Avarice
and Ambition, againt Indigence and Re=
‘bellion.

Should it however beurged, that the va-
lue of Property inand about Dublin muft
be diminithed by the decreale of Popu-
lation, or change of Trade to other Ports:
firft, we deny the Pofition, as unfounded :
and next, if the ground of the Pofition were
true, fo much the better. But it is falfe on the
«elear views of Trade which have been given
before. It is falfe becaufe the numbers which
will be fummoned? to attend the Britifh Par-

¢The number of Peers may be perhaps about 32
: b3
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liament will-be comparatively inconfiderable
to thole which will not be fummened. And
- £ : ‘ 18 - .y

it 1s falfe, becaufe, increafed Commerce muft
give increafed Wealth and Population, and
confequently increafe the value of Land and
Houfes about Dublin. _ &

But, fuppofe that all this were not true,
(and 1t were a {fuppofition in the very teeth
of truth,) but fuppofe, that part of the Com-
merce were, to pals.to Galway, Cork, Derry,
or Belfgjt. . So much the better ! Becaufe ma-
nufactures could be rendered more cheap,
where there is lefs Luxury and lefs Popula-
tion. This is the grand fecret for fuccefs, in
commercial emulation: all the refults of fkill
and capital aré to produce cheapnefs, and en-
able the Manufacturer to underfell others, in
foreign Markets. Again, it is fo much the
There are at prefent 41 Irith "Nobles, who are’ Peers in
Britain : and there are about 81 Irith Peers, refidents in
Britain—confequently as out of thefe, feveral, if not moft
- perhaps of the 32 Peers may/be chofen, where will ‘be
-the great diminution of Refident Peers in Ireland 2—As
to the Commons, the number may be about 100: now it
is a well-known fact, that the leading Commoners of Ire-
land fpend a certain portion of each year in England, and
more than may be neceflary for the attendance on Parlja-
ament,” It will sherefore be in reality ‘but a change of
{eafon as to the time of abfence, as it is prefumed that
they will, Iike all other Country Gentlemen, be glad to

iget their releafe and betake themfelves to their Demefnes
« domeftic feenes  and Rural amufements.

3 3 -
¢ :
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better, from the convenience for external ;
Commerce. But on the contrary, fuppofe
that there were not any of thefe advantages
of cheapnefs and convenience to extend the
{cale of Commerce : - and fuppofe further, that
Trade thus transferred would not increafe,
(which is impofible, ) ftill after all thefe fupe
pofitions againft reafon and againft experi-
ence, we {ay that it matters not to the Natiorz
at laige, whether it receives its treafures with
the right or left hand. Or rather indeed it is
a matter of much impertance, that it fhould
accumulate Opulence with two hands, ra-
therh an with one, and have the other
withered. Dublin fhould rejoice, if Ireland
were to become a Briareus of Commerce.
Diffufive happinefs, arifing from general
Indufiry and Wealth, is the greateft bleffing
of a State. Let not Dublin then realize the
fable of the war of the Members. An over-
grown Head is'the emblem of difeafe, and
ufually forebodes death. The fkilful Archi -
tect proportions. his bafe to his capital. And
no Statuary would weakly hope to fupport
the head of a Coloflus upon the trunk of a
Pigmy. .
The views of found Policy and true Patri-
otifm embrace the intereft of an entire Peo-

ple; ora whole Empire; and rejeé&t falfe cals

b Y
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‘eulations of individual or local advantage.
But fuppofe that this maxim, which is an eter-
nal truth, were falle; and that the Inhabnc
tants of the Capital were to be guided fobely
by felfIntereft. Stillin their purﬁut of Riches,
it is not amidft the diffipations of the Great,
nor amidft the idlenefs and corruption of their
trains during Parliament, that they will find
them. It is amidft flax and wool and work-
fhops. ““To increafe the Riches of a King~ -
dom”faid the celebrated Colbert, ona confulta
tion relativeto commeree, ‘‘we muit find out
¢ manufatures to give employment to the
< poor, and work to the idle. Flax, filk, and
st wool are our objeéts.” Through the me-
dium of fuch wealthy luxury will not breathe
its corrupt influence on the Capital : inftead
of riot there will be decency, order, and opu~«
lence; inftead of thops there will be ware-
houfes. Dxﬂipatlon and immoral extrava-
- gance may, like whirlwinds, rifle one place
to raife up heaps in another: but riches thus
rapidly. colleted, are as rapidly diflipated.
Riches are, in truth, a moral poilon; yet
like natural peifons, which after pafling -
through certain operations become not on-
ly = medicine but wholefome food, fo do
they become the fupport of fociety. And
befide, if from gold, luxurious vices origi-
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nate ; from poverty, crimes are produced
But the fpecific againft both is honeft
induftry.

To this teft let all the oppofition of the
Capital be brought, and the Inhabitants wall
foon perccive, that if their Parliament Houfe
could be converted into the Seat of a New
Manufa&ure, or fhould it be transformed
into a Woolen Hall like that of Leeds, the
change would be advantageous and benefi-
cial both to themfelves, and the Nation at
large.
1t is Commerce that has Nowd Kings from

Slavery and people from oppreflion. If there-
fore the grounds of complaint, {o firongly
urged by the Affociatien of united Irifhmen,
have, (which we do not admit) real exift-
ence, Commerce 1s an infallible remedy. And
if they have not exiftence, Commerce is the
fouree of glory, fplendor, opulence, and hap-
pinefs. - For the acquifition of all which:
Incorporation is the Charter.

But will any of thofe advantages be en-
joyed without Incorporation? Separation
follows, according to the authority of Dean
Tucker; and according te arguments and
confiderations which will appear in their
propet place. Since then one of thofe two
events muft refult, we fhall lay before men
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no uncertain Datz in the Documents of
Commerce, whereby they may calculate,

what they have to hope from Britifh Con-

nexion and Incorporation, and what they
are to fear in its lofs. '

IRISH COMMERCE DURING THE LAST CENTURY,
FROM 1698 To 17g8.

I 1698 her balance of Commerce a-

mounted to =¥ - 1 400,220 0 O
In 1703, unable to fupport her Civil

Eftablithinent, the Commons laid

her ¢¢ deplovable flate” before the ——— @ - -

Queen
From 1768 to 1779 theaveragébalance 600,co8 o o
In 1779%s in the year 1703 (fee Wood-

fall’s Report of Mr. Burgh’s fpeech

in the Irifh Houfe of Commons,

Augult 12, 1%85). ——
In 1785 Exports to Britain 2,500,000

Imports from ditto 1,000,000 .

Balance - 1,500,000 © ©
[Here it fhould be remarked that thefe

Irith Exports were admitted duty free

mto Britain : and that on every arti-

cle of Britifh import, a revenue was -

raifed in Ireland.  The confumption

of Irith Linens at this poriod was

enly 20 millions of yards, (it is now

about 52), and to favour this, Britain

taxed herfelf annually 450,000l fhe
laid an heavy duty on Ruffian and
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German linens, and paid an advance
price for the Irith ones. The con-
~_fequence is before us in the immenfe
»increafe of the Linen trade at this
“day.  But her influence over the
- Linen trade may be afcertained from
another fact of the fame date, not lefs
convincing, though alarming. In
1750 Ireland exported more fail cloth

than fhe imported : but at that period .

Britain commenced a bounty on_the

export of their own fail cloth, The

confequence was the total ruin of that
manufature. For in 1784 nme was
exported from Ireland, and 180,c00
yards annually imported. ]
in 1795 Irifh Imports into ome Port,
viz. London 29209,501). 3s. 4d,
Britith Manufac-
tures from Ire-
land to - 168,6871. 18s. 4d.
Balance from only one.
Lort infavor of [reland -

Je

a

2,040,813 "5 o©

In the year 1785 Irith linens brought in
4wo millions.annually to that country : but
we perceive from the laft ftatement, that the
‘balance from one fingle port exceeded this
amount by 40,813l. But we fhall further
{ee ‘how ‘through Englith Ports, extenfive
capitals, and dealings, the linens have found
their way to foreign places t6 an immenfe
-amount : - and fo muft it be with other fa-
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brics. Such is the foftering hand and Pér;
ticipation of Britifh commerce! From the
following fiatement laid before the Britifh
Houfe of Commeons, and which fhows the

profperity of the linen trade, an important

leffon may be learned by Ireland.
Irith Linens' exported from England,

in three quarters to Oct. 10, 17975, 157,681 16 ©
Ditto in three quarters, to O&. 17¢8, 276,929 15 6
Increafe in three quar- o

ters, and during the

rebellion £. 119,247 19 6
If we may calculate a

fourth quarter on

this ratio in order to

make up a year’s in=

¢reafe - 29.811 19 10%

Total of one year’s in-
creafe during the
“Rebellion £-149,059 19 47

It appears alfo that a cenrury fince (1698)
hier balance of commerce with the WHOLE
woRLD was /¢fs than one fifth what it now is
with ose Por¢ in Britain: and that thirty
years fince, her ballance of Commerce with

the whole world was about one fourth of what

it now is with a fingle Port in Britain. The ap-
plicétion of thofe fa&s to the advautages of Bri-
tifh Commerce, to'be increafed through Incor-
poration or loft through Separation, are obvi-
ous. Befides, we fhould confider that England |

o

,,.1
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fupplies * Ireland with falt, for fifheries and
provifions : hops, that fhe cannot grow :
tin, that fhe has not: bark that fhe cannot

‘procure elfewhere: coals, without duty;
~though her own fubjeéis pay' two, three,

and four fhillings a chaldron duty for eoals

- fentcoaftways, and in London, feven "fhilf

lings. -
In the eftablifhment of all manufa&ures,

- -and to which ‘we look through “the {ecurity

of Incorporation, there are two leading ob-
jedls. - The firft is, cheapnefs as to provifion
and labour, and thatis in Ireland ! the next
is a near, fure, and extenfive market, and
this is in England. Confequently, with a
good climate, equal natural powers, cheaper
food, and lower labour, the fkill and capital
of England will find itsway to Ireland, in
order to fell to England+' and with fuperior

fituation, and Ports for Commerce, the fkill

and capital of England will find its way to

Ireland to . fell. to, and . underfel all the
world.

Under Incorporation commercial jealoufy
muft - fubfide, and each country forgetting
rivalfhip, enjoy its own natural and artificial

* See Weeodfall’s Debate, Auguft 12, 1785, in the
‘Commons of Ireland, Chancellor of the Exchequer's
{peech, : G

B
't bl



[42’]'

advantages, for their refpeftive and united-
benefits. One nation will purfue that manu-
facture which it can fabricate with moft profit;

and buy from the other what it can render
better and cheaper. The communication
between their refpeétive markets will be en-
couraged by a mutual preference; and con-
folidated and united they will foon outrival
all the ftrangers of the univerfe.

Commercial jealoufy has been too long
irritating both countries. - It has been in-
creafed, and political jealouly hasbeen rous
fed by two Independent Legiflatures. 'If the
powers of the two nations, thus connetted,
yet jealous, be {eparately employed for com-
mercial and civil aggrandifement, is it pofe
fible that their political union muft not
be fhocked ? Separation of inferefft muft
inevitably occafion = feparation of con-
nexion. Has it not nearly produced it at
this day ?

If we view for a moment the hiftory of
ftates, we may fafely fay, on the analogy

of fad@s, that Ireland muft, in the wildeft
{cheme of Republican freedom, ever be a

conneéted ftate.~ The plan of rebellious fe-
parations demonfirates this truth: for it
looked to conne&ion with France.! Butno-
thing fave human phrenzy, could have
conceived or fupported this extravagant
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purpofe. ILet the fituation of Ireland in-
ternal and external be examined : where 1s
there more civil Freedom ! Where can men
have fuch advantages as to commerce and
proteétion ?  For, prote¢tion and powerful
protectien fhe muft have with fueh internal
weaknefs and fuch a line of ecaft. Where
then fuch advantages, as to protetion
and commerce ?  Befides, no country on the
globe would conne& with Ireland, but on
terms of benefit, contribution and conceflion.
What nation upon earth then would give, or
could give fuch proteétion or fuch terms, as
Britain? Let the map of the world be ex-
amined : Let the power of each empire be
balanced : Let the interefis of each ftate be
fifted : Let the politicsof all Europe be con- -
fidered : and then let it be faid, if the Com=
merce, the Conflirution, the Religions of Ireland
could or can owe their fafety, but to Britifh
connexion alone? That connexion indeed
1s an axiom in politics fo felt-evident, that
it is the fixed principle of the wife man, and
the canting pretence of the cunning knave.
But that connexion will not, cannot fubfift
‘with radical principles of feparation. For,
the truth cannot be too often repeated,
- where there is feparation of intereft, [eparation
of comnexion muft follow. Whereas, by In-
corporation, Security, Freedom, Opulence,



and Power are offered : far better than French

Republics; or Utopian Direftories. - . .,

But it may be afked,” why does Britain
offer Incorporation, and fuch partidi;iaftion
of benefits—timeo Danaos dona ferentes 2 Motk
truly, on the principle of felf-intereft ;' libey-
ality is. the wife man’s egotifm.* The felf-
intereft of Britain is, - at this day, underftood

‘to be infeparable from the intereft of Ireland -

her firength is Britain’s firength ; her grea_t-
nefs Britain’s glory..  She offers Incorpora-
tion, becaule {he is {enfible of the advantage
of the connexion. She is anxious to give
fecunity to Ireland, becaufe fhe is thus giv-
ing * fecurity  to ‘herfelf; ''becaufe Ireland
fupports 'her § navigation; fupplies her

commerce with raw materials in linen-yarn,

woollen-yarn and hides; becaufe it gives her
provifions, money, 1 men, } and importance

in the confideration of Foreigh Powers; be- -

* Had Britain an enemy in' Ireland and were'fhe thus
Situated betweerf two hoftile lines Eaft and Weft, what
an extent of Coaft would fhe have to guard againft on
both fides and to prote¢t at home ? How would her Com-
merce be endangered and. hemmed in on - every point 2
How would fhe be expofed to Invafion ? The patlage from
Ircland requires but boats and a fhort fpace of time.

_ § The trade between Great Britain and Ireland, eme. .
ploys, as we have heard about half the tonnage of
Englith commerce in Europe, e

o .
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hecaufe it is for Britain, beyond the rampart

of her rocks and the deep moat of the ocean,* .
a citadel that' the can furround with her ins"
vincible walls. - LBty 5 8

Thefe are the important reafons why the

would embofom her in her bleflings. +Will

- freland then embrace them and unite, or
‘will the feparate 2 RN &

Separated Ireland muft be at war'or‘peace
with Britain. Firft : if fhe be at war, and
a tool in the hands of the enemics of Britain,
the confequence may be death to Britain if
fhe does not fubdue Ireland.  And if the does
fubdue her : the dotrine of prevention,
againt a cafe recuring fo'dwful in its effeéts,
may enforce the total defiruction of Ireland.

But next {uppofe Ireland not at war with
England : then according to thofe imperious
diétates, which Policy’ muft. preleribe for

4 Befides vitualling the Navy, &c. Ireland is become a
granary for England. Itcontains about feventeen million
acres, which, though inferior in tillage, are {uperior in na-
ture to the lands in England. Fer, evenin this ftate, when
théy would require about 8o millions (or sl. per acre) to
bring them to the fame degree of cultivation as thofe in
England, ‘Mr. A. Young eftimates their acreable rental
to -be equal.  We have before faid that we believe this
eftimate to be under the reality ; however, it gives twelve |
million 750 thoufand pounds per annum,

1 The population of Ireland is not fo high as fltated in
the late examination before the Parliament in that coun-
try. 1his was but an opinion ; whereas, 1t -appears
fromthe Hearth money books, that it is beneath five
millions, but above four; perhaps it may be midway

_between both,
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Britain, and 'according to the principle of’
the Balance of Power, Ireland muft not
throw herfelf into the {cale of France. If it
‘does, war 1s declared: and the refults fol-
low, which have been already fiated.

But fuppofe that thefe refults were not to
follow : would the cafe of Ireland, united
with France be improved? It would then
mmdeed wear chains. ‘And though embel-
lifhed with a falfe name; would they be
the lighter? If it looks for: freedom in
French fraternity, it is to be foolifh beyond
the privilege of paflion.  But if arguments,
if faéls, that the power of controverly can
not change, may add weight to opinion,
hear the French themfelves: judge them
both by their words and aétions.*

Suppofe however that French fraternity
were a kind embrace, and not a preffure
incompatible with exiftence in wealth or
independence—the fuppofition is however
abfurd— but what would be the refult?
t:¢ France would be rendered both the weak.
er and the poorer, by thus acquiring an
Ifland fo difficult to be governed and fo very
expenfive to be maintained.” Confequently
though Ireland began in peace, fhe would

* See Enumeration of the Contributions, Confifcations,
and Requifitions of the French Nation, with an Ac-
cotint of the Countries Revolutionized fince the Coms=
mencement of the prefent War.”

+ Dean Tucker,
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be forced inte war; though fhe began in
liberty fhe would be forced into flavery ;

though fhe began in dreams of wealth, fhe

would die in the pangs of poverty, blood,
and Civil abjeétion.

Again: fuppofe Ireland not at war but

at peace with England, and in amity with

France, or a Province of France, which ever
1s moft pleafing: even in this cafe, though
Britain and Ireland be feparated,*+the courfe
of trade will be ruled by Intereft and by no
other motive. Therefore fo long as the
Englith Market will be the moft eligible, fo
long the Irifh will give Great Britain the
preference to other Countries.” And con-
fequently Britain will be fure of the trade
without the expence of proteétion.

But further; fuppofe the Englith were
to reject them from their Market—what then
bccomes of Ireland ? Will America take all
her linens?> How blind are men who view
objeéts through the medium of enthufiafm
and paffion! This however is at leaft a
period for common prudence and common
experience to teach mankind. But will Ire-
land trade to France when driven out from
England? ¢ + It is impoffible for her to
trade with her to any advantage. For, the
muft be a lofer in almoft every article. She

ean fend mnone of her manufa&ures into
- + Dean Tucker,
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France, becaufe they :are- rendered m‘ueh
cheaper in that Country, - And’ fhe can -
- port, nothing from thence," but what has
a tendency to. make her people 1cﬂe xm
ftead of induftrious.” , !

Thus then ftands the cafe of Irelami on
the decifion of which the exiftence.of that
flate depends, and in which the repofe.and
fecuriiy of “the  Britifh Emplre are deeply
involved.

From this point Ire]and is to afcend or
defcend.  Some Change mutt, - “and will take
ptace: and though ‘it be not immediate,
totals Sepalatlou will- inevitably: enfue, if a
teal Union, or Incorp_orahon of the Parlia-

ments be not adopted.  But by this meafure
will the Confitution be altered?  No! Al

the effential good will be thus retained, and
the contingent evil, which ‘has' been” fo
loudly ‘murmured againit, got ridof. = The
complaints of one party againft Faction and
its confequences muft ceafe: and the com-.
plaints of the other againft fubverfion of the
Confiitution can be heard no more. The
objeét is not to apply ‘temporary palliatives
t6 the one, nor to roughly {amputate the
pewly acquired powers of the other. Far
otherwife! The union proceeds upon radical
‘principles, that its operation. may be pers
petual againft diforder. Thesprefent Con-

I
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fliét has coft His Majefty 10 Million of Mo-
‘ney and ‘40, coo Subjetts in Ireland! Muft
not every Man be protetted againft his fhare
“in fuch calamities: the hxoh and eminent
and the low and humble > Should not. both
Religions be fnatched from a Revolutionary
Death? Muft not all property be faved from
Republican rapacity ?  And f(ince: we have
-but one Conftitution and one King, fhould
we not have but one Senate; one Sword,
one purfe, one profperity, thould we not
‘form one United and Imperial Britain 7

Thus all parties will ftand under a
greater {cale of proteéling wigilance ; and
the abilities and virtues of none ftunted by
the ‘abfence of the Court.  But while the
Viceroy remains for ail the wife celerity
and difpatch of Yxecutive Government, the
proportions of power, and the feleéiion of
merit, and the juft pretenfions of all, will
be fixed upon.a broader and fecurer balis—
the folid claims of virtue and of talents.

The Fourth«Objection 18,~—That an Incorpe-
tive union lends wultimately to Sepaiation.

This affertion we deny. For, if the caufes
of feparation, that is, if ihe elements of difcord
be diffolved, all combinations for this purpofe
wiJl‘cqa,fc. And, that grouads of {olid concilia
tion. are contained in the mealure of incor-

*r poration

* The eight following pages bear the fame nambers as the
-eight preceding.

|
!
|
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poration, we doubt not that the coflitting pdr-
ties of this moment will find, upon difpaffionate
deliberation. -y ooy Py

The one body of men confifts of  thofe
who founded their purpofes of feparation upon
the wrongs of Parltamentary Factionsss sve take
their own {tatements in order to' convince them
" upon the fame point of {trength, in'which they’
hiave been pleafed to place their motives; The
other party confifts of thofe:men; who, roufed
at the meditated fubverfion of Government, have
been victorious in its prefervation. '

Since, therefore, Parliamentary Factions on
one fide, and annihilation of the Conftitution
on the other, form the grounds of complaint,
a competent and fpecific remedy for both will
be found in the Incorjorative Union. It is the
vehicle of diffolution for all the caufes of fepara-
tion fo loudly urged by the one ; and confequent-
ly for all the effets o juftly dreaded by the other :
to the one, it will give (inftead of a Party-govern-
ment, -or the rule of a Minifterial Cabinet, as
they ftate it) the unparalleled bleflings of a Bri- .
tifh Government ; and, to the other, perfeét
lecurity for the ftability of ‘this unequalled.
Government,—The Catholic will no_ longer
have an ambitious and neighbouring zealot, as
fie calls the Irifh Proteftant, whois to rule over
him ; nor the Proteftant have a bigotted and
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envious Catholic, as he terms him, to endanget
his property or his power. But both fets wiil
be unalterably fecure againft each other in the
very fource and origin of their complaints.

The fecurity of the Catholic is 6bvious in the
total removal of the caufes: and the Proteftant
may fully perceive = his fecurity in the effeéts,
when rebellion can have neither beginning nor
end : that is, when the Parliament, whether
complatned of as the inffrument, or viewed as
the objeét of ambition, be incorporated with
the Britith Legiflature. But, fhould it fill
be afked, how will this incorporation of
Parliament give more f{ecurity than at prefent
againft thofe who really plot for feparation, and
whofe complaints are but a mafk >—The anfiver
1, that, when this Parliament is fecured to one,
and cannot injure the other by incorporation,
then the Empire will decidedly prote®t itfelf
againtt any branch or body, that thould rife to
violate the unqueftionable bleflings of its confti-
tution. Then, indeed, all complaints muft be

utterly vain 3 becaufe no juft caufe for them can |

fubfift, and becaufe this will be known to the
empire at large ; whereas, at prefent, the know-
ledge with refpect to Ireland is really little, and
that littles much obfcured. It is but, the loud
burﬁ: of explofion, which is heard at diftance,
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but: of which the:caufe cannot be fcen nor ex-
amined. S

But, fuppofe unfounded cornplamts ﬁmuld
arife, and arm for {eparation, what would be the
refult —The reply to this queftion may alfo
quict the apprehenfion of fome men; who ftate
that the Catholics do not now defire legiflative
privilege 5 that, on the contrary, i€ ferves them
as a blind camp, which occupies attention while—

they feek fuccefs in another quarter, in phyfical
not legiflative power. 'Let this be admitted :
and the anfwer is, that, fo'long as the two na-
tions are in reality feparated, (though nominally
and apparently united,) inftead of being incor-
porated in fuch a'fanner that no part can be
influenced without the other, fo long their in-
terefts ate evidently not the fame, and their mif-
chiefs canfot be equally and mutually felt. But
if really incorporated, they then conftitute one
and the fame point ; they are then indivifible in
“their dangers, and mutft rife or fall together.—
And herein 13 contained the ftability of the Irith
Constitution. The numbers to preferve thefe
“bleflings to themfelves will be as fourteen' to

three ;—the numbers to deftroy them are now
three against one. Confequently, it must appear
from hence, that as by phyfical force fecurity

is eftablifhed-—that as by the force of ‘intereft

it is no Jefs firmly eftablifhed ; therefore, upor
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thofe two principal and great grounds of force
and intereft, no feparation can follow. .
Moreover—the Proteftants, in general, ftate
{notwithftanding the contrary opinion on the
part of others as to the change of political tactics)
that the addrefs of the Catholics not only was
to get pofleffion of the Parliament— for then,
fay they, equality of power and {uperiority of
numbers would have rendered them pammbunt"

~ —but they ftate, that this pleais fil/ perfe-

vered in.  Be it granted, then:—and whart fol-
lows ?>—that the objet of this fcheme, if it be
feparation, perifhes at the moment of Incorpo-
ration.

- But, fuppofe that Incorporation fhould not
take place, and that the Catholics feek parlia-
mentary power ; their obje&t either is, or is
not feparation. If it be not feparation : isit 4
matter of much moment to the Government
whether Catholics get into the Irith Parliament
or not? If it be feparation: why, then, no®
terminate it by Incorporation ? But, whether
it be feparation, or otherwife ; the Catholics
either will’ or will not get into Parliament. So
long as they do not, the legiflative privilege
will be fomght with more avidity and more dif-
cord, the'more it is refufed. And if it be

gained, let thofe, who refift incorporation, paule

upon their fears.
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Further ¢ let it be confidered, that, if Incor-
poration takes place, and the Infh Catholigs
were to requelt admiffion into the Britilh Pa.r-{
liament, one of two events muft follow—either
the requeft would or would not be aceeded to.
But in both cafes, the fears of the Irifh Protef~
tants muft ceafe. For if the natidnal voice, or
the feelings of a Britifh Parliament, were to
filence the demand, the Proteftants of Ireland
could confequently have nothing to dread. Ot
—if, on the contrary, the Britifh Conftitution

were not found too ftrong ; and if fuch an a&k
were not an annthilation of its charters, but the: -

Catholics were to be admitted into its Par-
hament ; certainly, the Infh Proteftant could
not poffibly have any objection : becaufe the in-.
ferior number of the Catholics, in fuch an
united Parliament, and the identity of conftitu-
tion in both countries, would form the protec-
tion of Ireland, as well as of Britain; and bes

ezufe the former could not be injured without

the latter. Hence, therefore all idea of fepara-
tion vanifhes. |

Thus the one party, finding by Incorpora~
tion, {ecurity againft the phyfical force or civil
infringements of the'other ; and the other party

finding, by Incorporation, like fecurity. againft

alt factious oppreflion, 1n whatever fenfe or
frength they have thought proper to place
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it: we. may, therefore, witacut Ch'zirgé of
fancy, found the dirge of Separation—requies
ea certa laborum ! All parties will hence enjoy
repole under fecurity : and unqueftionably this
fecurity and repofe will throw open the im-
proved commerce of the univerfe. - Herein,
then, perith all thoughts of feparation ; and the
Conftitution muft live.  Amidft the golden
glory of virtuous and a&ive commerce, men
will ‘contemplate bleflings beyond the dreams
of fancied power, and liberty beyond the flights
of Republicanifm. Imperial ftrength  will then
be found paramount to all parties in the ftate,—
paramount to all enemies over the globe. It s
under fuch important: advantages of Incorpora-
tion, that men will become attached to the
Government and to the State : * they will feel
that they have a country ; their Airft idea will
be, fecurity and imperial firength ; their fecond,
profperity and national peace. And thus, the
different members coalefcing into the amity of
brethren ——Will they exhibit a group tending
ultimately to feparation ?

Far otherwife : but this great effect, {o dire&-

ly contrary to feparation, cannot be brought

about ' without an incorporative union. And
were it produced otherwife,  which is utterly
impofiible under the exifting circumftances of
Jreland, 1t would be unftable and infecure.

o
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Civil mifery and feparation muft follow. Lt
us fift this point. .

As nearly s moral dedultions can appmach
demonftrative proof, we believe it may have
appeared that the jarring conflicts of partacs will
ceafe under incorporation. Whergas, it'1s mant-
felt already, that without this JIncerporation,
the claims and difcords of party arife with #ew
vigor, and upon,new grounds; and that con:
fequently = tumultuary ~fcenes menace an
increale.  Such then are the obvious effeéts of
incorporation, and non-incorporation. Let us
however, in order effe¢tually to convince med
that union does not' tend ultimately t6 fepara:
tion, but  that the wery reverfe of this propofi-
tion is the cafe, give them the ftrongeft ground
of argument, whereon they could combat, and
ftill they will be defeated.

Suppofe therefore, that all thefe inteftiné
ftruggles and tumultuary commotions were to
{ubfide, and that happinefs and wvirtue were to
blefs all ranks and conditions of men : that the
upper and the lower orders had eftablithed by
wifc regulations a civil {yftem cementing then
‘in love and friendfhip ; and that Catholics, and
Proteftants, and Iiffenters, all lived in the
endearing amity of brethren.—A more complete
fyltem of civil happinels, we believe no ‘man
"will require.  But the queftion, which .follows
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this, is firlt, how long will it laft? A_n.d next,
if feparatlon were to enfue, may not lcparate{i

Treland, thus eftablifhed upon a b’tﬁs of civil

happinefs and moral wrtue, laﬂ: and enjoy hcrfcIf
long r : .
To anfwer thefe queﬁlons, we [hall recur. r to
cxperlence and fa&s: for, opinions may bc
vague or refifted, however fohd and corelufive.
Both antient and mogern times f'utmfh us
with examples, that fmall ftates have not {uffi-
cient force to infure them Jong lffe. It was the
cafe in Greece ; it is the cafe 1 in SWltzerla.mT
was In Genoa, and will probably be in all the
New. Republics. Societies, being  compofed
of men, have the vices of men. Natlons there-
fore are capable of ambxtlon, hafred and Jea-
louly; and where' there are feeds for 'thofe
pafﬁons n fepq.rate mtere,ﬁs and purfuzt dm-
fion is manifeft, “and N0 NOMINAL UNION
CAN HOLD OR LAST LoNG. This being the
cale, and Ireland bem,g feparated, its fyftem of
complete happinefs, which we have {uppofed,

would inftantly be difturbed; firft, by the

internal rivalry of individuals; and next by the

external ambition of {urrounding nations * The

parties of Holland would foon be revived in

Ireland, “and contending  nations make this

-/Lpamted&appy {pot a fcene of civil tumult, and

perfonalianimofity ?  What a {ource of hatred
G .
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would feparatlon open. for Britain? What a
fource of war with France? What a fcene of
blood for Treland? What a gulph of“jealoufy
would commerce form? And in this detached
ftate of Ireland, even thofe fmppy indivi-
duals would foon, through their paﬁ"on»s, enable
the nelghbourmg power to profit of their divi-
fions, and make one fwallow up the other. Or
ane of the great neighbouring, powers of fuch a
ftate, favoured by its ftrength, or fanctioned
by its circumftances, would mark it for an
object of conquef’c and terminate its ha.trcd
its jealoufy, ‘or ambition, in its ruin.

The monuments of ‘hiftory have preferved
for us the memory of thofe times, when all
Europe, Ita.ly, the Gauls, the Spains, and
Germany,, were fubdivided into a crowd of
{mall ftates: we know how they finifhed. Eng-
land too was portloned out into {mall ftates,
Ireland into petty monarchies ; but . they have
all fubmitted to one. Should it however be
anfwercd that Venice, and other. {mall {’cates
have maintained themlfelves long in Europe ;
the reply is, that it was not the refult of their
own power, but of the policy and intercft of
their neighbours. And that very principle,
which formed their prelervation, would form
the deftru&ion of Ireland. The power, po-
licy, and intereft of other nations would make
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' it the feat of war and fcene of conqueft, ot
" the feat of amity by mutual abandonment, and
guaranteed infignificance.  Such is the . refult
of feparation ; which is the refult of non-incor-
poration. JdirhT g
On thele grounds therefore, An incorporative
union appears a meafure of prefervation from
without and within; and a meafure not only of
aggrandifement and elevation to the ftate, but
of repofe and ftrength to the empire. . It has
not for its objet a conqueft of parties, but a
balance of parties ; to unite, and notto divide ;
to govern England by an Irith Parliament, and
Ireland by an Englith Parliament, in as much
as each will be governed by the united wildom
of both. ~ All aés will'then be the refult of the
concurrence of the Empire: no mifdeeds can
then poffibly find fecurity in the intrigues of
little” party : nor ‘no. mifrule be then founded
either by calumny or by truth upon the Parlia-
mentary influence of factions in a fingle {tate.
Ireland will no longer have to complain of
Viceroys influéncing Parliaments, or Parlia-
ments influencing Viceroys. But, that country
will have a King and a Parliament, as has been
demanded by the voice of difcontent, which

fought' for feparation. :
Andhéere a new and important confideration
ngnsébefore us. If any Government, asit has ‘
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been advanced on the rebellious fide, poffeffos
~ or admits of faculties fufficient to provoke fepa-
ration ; but does not poflefs, as it has been
ftated on the oppofite fide, tufficient to root re-
lion rapidly out; fuch a Government, every
man will allow, s pofitively bad. | But it is
relatively worfe, if .a better can be eftablithed.
The Government thus complained-of by the
conflicting parties in Ireland, [for we reafon
upon their complaints in”order to inveftigate,
and lay before them, the remedy] is an execu-
tive Viceroy with a Legiflative Parliament.
And againft the influence of which, operating
reciprocally as caufc and effe®t, the loudeft
murmurs have gone forth, and been fwelled
with every aggravation for the caufe of fepara-
tion. What then muft follow ? .

This Government confifts of two parts : to
which of thefe.two is a remedy to be applied ?
Is it to the Viceroy?  On account of the natural
feparation of the.two kingdoms, the Executive
Government in England cannot immediately
difcharge its functions in Ireland. -Thefe oper-
ations. muft therefore be deputed to fecond
means. The fyftem of Lords Juftices has been
already tnied for this purpofe, and was found
highly pernicious. The {yftem of Vlceroys has
been tried, and is found lefs pernicious. But
«&ill. there is a:bane in Viceroyal Government
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which, not only according to feparatifts, but

others, has been Parliamentary influence.——
The Executive power, however, muft exift in

the Viceroy, and the Legiflative one muft exift -
m the Parliament ; and therefore fince neither =

muft be deftroyed, what isto be done ?* There
15 manifeftly no medium left, ‘in order to filence
all thofe complaints, but to diffolve the contadt
and confequently the reciprocal operation of this
influence, by incorporating the Irith with the
Britith ' Legiflature. And thus according to
the circumftances and conftitution of the two
‘eountries, all the good-of the viceregal Execu-
tive 15 confiderably ameliorated, and all the
murmured at evil of Parliamentary influence
wifely removed from the‘organ of {eparation.
Prejudice alone can'be blind to convition
upon the advantage, as well as the neceflity of
this incorporation. For thewhole matter refolves

_ - itfelf into a queftion of one fimple point that every

reafonable man can anfwer. = Isit better to have
a Viceroy 1n contact with Parliament as Jereso-
Jore in lreland, or to have thetMonarch co-oper-
ating with Parliament, as at prefent in Britain ?
Upen' thist queftion we believe no man can
éntertain a.doubt. And {hould it even be afked,
tmay not Parliamentary influence! operate from
Britain 2 The beft anfwer is: contemp'ate its
effeftein Britain : examine her exaited fituas

e o —
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tion; and then let us weep over the deploraub}e\
condition of Ireland. .

It appears. throughout the hlf’cory of pa,ﬂ;
ages, that the civil, religious, and political
ftate of that ifland have been peculiar. beyond

example. It appears throughout the exifting
evidence of fads, -that the diféord of in-
ternal interefts, and the jarrings of external
policy have been by no means harmonifed. Re-
bellion and a defire of feparation have been
" uniformly and throughout time a prominent
feature, under Viceroyalty.in contat with
Parliaments. 'We do not however attribute this
to the Government : ' the difeafe is not of the
phyfician’s creation, but its continuance may
argue-incapacity. . Befides, it appears that this
contact and its . confequences have furnithed
murmurs and pleas for feparation. Is it not
reafonable then. to fuppofe, that a diffolution of
the caufes will be followed by a diffolution of
the effects 5 rather than feparation fhould enfue
with imore certainty, the lefs the caufes for
it fubfift ?

Whether the complaints of parties in Ireland
be true or falfe, there are arguments as clear
as exiftence itfelf, that Ireland fhould defire
incorporation : that the fhould gladly embrace
the fame Legiflative Government as England,
and prefer its King, Lords, and Commons, to
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a Vicérojr; Lords, and Commons, Facts are

{olid and irrefiftible proofs. Britain offers them

in the abundance of its glory, opulence, and
profperit'y in favour of Incorporation ; Ireland
in the hiftory of its poverty, complaints, and
rebellions. ;

The reafons are numerous and undeniable for
Ireland’s placing herfelf under the smmediase
vigilance of her Savereign and Parliament, rather
than remaining ‘as heretofore under aViceroy.
The pofition of a Viceroy in contact with Parlia-
ment differs widely from that of his Sovereign :
Becaufe, with tefpe& to Parliament, the
Monarch is above all party’; becaufe,  with
refpect to intereft, the Vicerégent has no here:
ditary intereft, infeparable from the profperity
of the ftate: becaufe with refpc& to the ftates,
there muft ever be under the exifting f{yftem a
{pecies of rivalry {ubfifting between the country
which he is fent to govern, and the one from
which he may be“chofen, and wherein all his
interefts lie. Whereas both are equal to the Sove-
reign : his intereft arifes from both; and his
high honours and emoluments are perfonal, per-
manent, and entailed upon his poiterity. Con-
{fequently, with this view, he will watch Parlia-
mentary influence, and find his own intereft,
and that of his defcendants infeparably linked
with the intereft of each ftate. Hofls of argu-

i e o g . e
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ments might be produced upon this head, wcrc
it neceffary: and all tending to ﬂmw thnt
when  Incorporation places Ircland under fuch
vigilance, there cannot be much dread of
feparation,

It may alfo be briefly remarked that 1 all
Governinents whatever, where ;Lg:guﬂa,twe 1n-
fluence is connected  with temporary executive
 authority, the effects are pernicious. In con-
firmation of this, let the Ecclefiaftical Govern-
ments of Europe be confidered for a moment :
where the chief has infinitely greater interefts
at ftake on the well doing of the country, than
a deputed ruler can poffibly have in a Viceroy-
alty. Yet the influence of fuch Ecclefiaftical
Governments marks 1tfelf for the travellers eye
in the wretched face of the country, the neglet
of agriculture, and the poverty of the fubjeéts.
And whence all this? Evidently becaufe the
ruler’s intereft is too little, while the acion and
‘realtion of -~ Influence, between his' Councils
chambers and himfelf, are too great. His reign
however, clofes but witlt his exiflence. But
were it limited to four or five: years inftead of
being permanent for life, ' or rather were its
duration dependant on the will of another, then .
with the rapidity of fucceffion the mifchiefs of
Tufiuence would increafe. - Since therefore,  even
this Ecclefiaftical ‘Government has advantages
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ahove Viceroyalty cofineled iwith Parliarientary
Influence ; for, the 'Ecclefiaftical Ruler muft,”
by any immoral exercife of his ‘power, -defile
the facred chara@ér of ‘his own fovereignty;
whereas the Viceroy, under the a&tion and
reaftion of Parliamentary influence, plays with:
the awful dignity of another’s {ceptre; fvere it
not better for the nation, to be’ placed” under
the perfonal vigilance ‘of its Hereditary Monarch
immediately co-operating with its ‘Parliament ?
Were not fuch a ‘Governmental {yftem far pre-
ferable to the one ‘heretofore ‘m ufe; and lefs
liable to caufe a feparation between the great
Members of the Empire 2 *

Surely, fince it' appears, through the experi-
ence of ages, ‘that Parliament cannot exift in
Ireland, without this influence operating under
Vice-royal gover'ﬁment: and fince 1t appears,
that murmurs upon this head have been long
and loud; and that in thofe days it has been
the war whoop for rebellion; and has armed
Separatifts to drench the land with blood : furely
then, if fuch mifchiefs can be barred for ever,
not ‘only with fafety but with fupreme ‘advant-
age : it were fomething worfe than folly, it were
a fhameful ftupidity to the fufferings of fociety,
and to the future glory of men and things, if
they. be facrificed to vain pride or 1dfe prejudxcc

H ‘ ' There
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- There are other motives, no lefs cogent for the.
‘adoption, of this meafure, in order to guard,
againft {eparation.— The councils of Ireland
either originate or are decided in the, Br1t1ﬂ1 |
Cabinet. So long as the two kingdoms remain
feperatcd, as_they are at prefent, their 1uteref’cs
certainly are not identically the fame. What
then muft be: the confequencc? Partsa-
lities or nccrle&a muft inevitably appear toward
one or ths other country, notwithftanding th{e
wifeft deliberations and moft upright; intentions.
The plans, therefore, partigipating of thofe, are
to be {ubmitted for the {fan&ion of parliament,
by a viceroy enjoying a,ll the patronage of the
Crown., . What then rnt_lﬁ be the refult ? Either
the plan does or does not fucceed : but, in both
cafes, influcnce is exerted. . If it fucceeds, dll is
anger, and agimofity on one fide, and the old
horn of feperation may, be blown again. Ifit does
not fucceed, while the Government is defeated,
it is difgraced, if not endangered : for amidit the
trlurnph at the oppofite fide, feparation may
not_be, far from ~difcontent \at the attempt.
'\threas, 1f the kmvdoms be incerporated, all
' thls rwalry, thls partiality, this influence gene- .

;atmg party in the Nation, all thefe attempts
creating ill blood between the States, can not

poffibly exift.  And hence we believe no fepara-«
tion-will follow
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Agam fuppofe there be no partlahtles whatever
1h a plan propofed ; but that it is a great Impe-.
rial- mea{ure, Confequently, the neceffity -of
unity ‘in the fyftem eftablifhes the neceflity of

Viceroyal exertion and influence to carry it into.

execution. If then this influence fucceed, ‘and
the people without the doors of Parliament be
rendered averfe by the party of oppofition within,
or by factious leaders amongit' thémfe!ves, what
clamor, mifconception and fedition will go forth
and invite feparation ? But fuppofe, on the con-
trary, that this influence fails, where an Impe-
rial {yftem r\,qulred unity : then, not only the
Government is endangered by its weaknefs, but
the whole Empire is thocked and convulled, and
the States, perhaps, torn afunder, will prefent
an awful feparation.

A view of parties alfo and of the conftitution
of thofe Realns would clearly thew, that they
are by no means formed for any other union,
than an incorporatveone, without danger of {epa-
ration. An abfolute Monarchy is well calcu-
ated for a diﬂi‘cré’nt connetion, becaufe it is
above the te-action of an united State, or the
mﬂucncc of .internal party: and, on the fame
ground, 1€ lts better calculated for remote poffef~
fions, “er extended conquefts. Had Britain not
been bleﬁ w1th her conftitution, America had
not ‘beeh rent from her. Aad hereon both couns

:,_._d—i
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tries fhould {erioufly paufe, to confider {epasa-
tion. In abfolute Monarchies, one will prefs:
cribes, and the fame will afts; but no man
dares to impeach it. Whereas, in any @nion of
Free States, ({ave where the executive:and legif-

lative authority of each, and all, are the fame,)

and 1n all diftant Governments, connected with

Free States, are combined the elemenis of num-

berlefs accufations, which fupply with food the

rage of parties at home. But parties are widely

different, with refpe& to States, federally united,

and a Free State itfelf, or an incorporative union

of Free States. In a Federal union they are as

the thunderbolt, glancing from one part of the

horizon to the other, to rend afunder the unions -
of nature, But ina Free State, or incorpora-

tive union of Free States, they are like thofe

bodies of vapour, that ferve as conductors to

eleétric fire, and which feem to inflame the hea-

vens, but enlighten mankind.

Parties, however, f{hould not be confounded
with faions ; and, of the latter, Ireland has
long.been too productive. They have been its
bane ; but Incorporation 1s the antidote. And
were it only to purge the country of the dangers
. ‘of this peftilence, it were a fufficient argument, \
for the adoption of this meafure : Becaufe fuch
bodies are always influenced by private, not pub-~
~hic ambition : becaufe their leaders would raife
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themfelves upon the managentent of individual$.
“and the fall of their country : becaufe it 'is the
very {pirit of faction to have divifion and corrup--

tion in the State, and not u~rioX in the Em-
pire, not integrity in its parts.

- The chiefs of {uch bodies communicate their:

paffions to others: and through the incentives
of avarice and ambition increafe their fa&ions in

fociety, to difturb the public peace;..and roh

{ociety. What they could not effeCtuate indi-
vidually in a fingle ftate, they eficCtuate collec-
tively. But what they-cffectnate colletively in
- a_fingle ftate, they could notetteCtuate in au union
of the States. But, fince the Viceroyal Goverii-
ment, conftituted as it now 1swith legiflative con-
netion, has often been influenced, and unable
to- refilt thofe fattions: fince, from fuch mo-
ments, mahy of the mifchicfs of Ireland partly

may be dated : and fince fuch factions and their

leader, thould any fach hearafter arife, muft hide
their diminifhed heads before an Imperial fenfte,
confequently, the great caufe of /zparation will
thus lie vanquifhed at the feet of Incorporation.

‘This want of union, this divifion between the
States and p:ople of Britain and Ircland, have

long, cnﬁ\glsd factions in both nations to bring .

‘difgrace” upon themfelves, and danger upon the
Emyire' from abroad and at home. The {ame

caufes®muft ever produce the fame effcéts, and

=

w
—



(.. 69))

finally, perhaps, fparation, But Incorporaﬁon
blafts it in the very germ. o 1,
On thefe ‘grounds, therefore, it were dbcw-
oufly wife to incorporate the Parliaments.  The
Executive Government of Ireland would then
affume a new form. When, unincumbered

with the bufinefs of Parliament and'diftractions

of parties, all its vigilance and attention would
be directed to the due execution'of the laws ;—
and when, no longer expofed to-the influence
of legiflative party, it could no longer be accufed
of confequent partiality.—Therefore, the prefent
PLEA and DREAD of SEPARATION muit
be diffolved, and the bond of connexion be-
tween thofe realms bz drawn clofer,

The fifth pofition is— That an amelioration of

manners may not be expelled from an Incarpomfzfue
Union.

Vlolatlons of moral order have been toop lonO'
permitted to feéttle into habitudes in Ireland.—
The effects of fuch condué in diftant times are -
felt grievoufly to this day. Britain, however,
has not now a Sovereign, who REFUsEs its
laws, cufioms, and manners, to Ireland, as thofe .
In remote periods * ; but who has thrown open
to1t, freedom and commerce ; and now offers

* 2z Edward III. claufe 17——Council Book of Ireland,
34 Hen. VIIL

B
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a participation of Britain’s opulence, ftability; _

and glory :—His heart is alive to, the interefls of
all his {ubjects-—his bofom is open to recerve them
10 joy or diftrefs—and his arms to protect them::

Upon the fubje¢t of manners, we fhall be
guided by the evidence of known hiftorical facts;
and, through the experience of ages and coun-
tries, we fhall feek inftru&tions for the good of
Ireland. Bt ety -

At a moment when the public mind had not
yet been enlightened by the progrefs of know-
ledge, the firlt Political Compaét took place be-
tween England and Ireland.+Both countries
became confolidated under Henry 11. byan im-
perial and dependent union. w The influence of
this union did not, hewever, {uperfede the evils
of an uncivilifed ftate ; forthe Irith were refufed
the fantion of the Buitith Laws, and kept under
the bolts and bars of their own barbarous cuf
toms. = At that moment, they were moulded
into a{pecies of mordl monfter, bereft of all the
virtues of a favage flate, and corrupted by all
the vices of a civil one.

From the period of Henry I in 1171, to
the time of areformation under James, by Sir
John D&ﬁ’é}_és a fpace of 440 years intervened ;
and, from that time to the prefent, we have a
term of 188 years. Now, that all the habits
which had been contraéred through a {pace com-

’
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.mencmg beyond human record’ or tmdmmn-—a-
whofe {avage fhades had beén fixed through the
fucceeding tyranny of the civil ftate during 140
years ; and which had been render d Pu-ﬂ rmore.
favage, by the addition ef ‘néw: vxces and the
abolition of old virtues ,—-that all this - accumu-
lation of lawlefs and tumultuary. @aagbanfm, col-
Jected and forced apon the natives through un-
limited time, could lnve flowed off in 188

years—we believe - no man, who has obferved
moral operations in fociety; could well ex-
pett. To this muft be added, that" thofe
188 years have been attended with peculiar cir-
cumftances, which were by no means calculated
to eradicaté bad? moral habits, and give back
nature toits genuine and true tone.  But, if we
remove thofe circumftances, which have retarded
the progrefs of that moral amelioration brouglit
about by the civil reform, have we not juft rea-
fon to fuppofe that a rapid improvement in-man-
ners will take place? And fuch muft be. the
effects of Incorporation :~—¥ irft, through a radi-
cal removal (as we have fhewn before) of the
difcord of the higher parties, which arms the
tumultuary rage and jealoufy of the lower; and
next, through an inevitable improvemient /(as we
{hall now fhow) of that condition of the lower
clafies, which fhapes them, inall countries -and
. ages, 1nto 2pt tools for rebellion and vice.

“
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If the people be happy, they will be virtuous;
and, if the Great be virtuous, they will be
happy. There 1s no maxim in morality more
true. 'The queftion, then, for the application
of this moral truth, is—Are the people of Ire-
land as happy as teey might * or ought to be ?
~ —becaufe, it they be not happy, do not ex-
pect civil virtue.

Poverty is tolerable, in ftates of favage equa-
lity ; but it is infupportable in the afpect of
civil opulence. Privations are indifferent to
men, when enjoyments are not known ; but pri-
vations become punithments in the centre of
furrounding indulgences. Where there i1s ex-
~ cefs of opulence and excefs of poverty, focial
Aappine[s muft ceafe, and civil liberty expire.—
Eternal objects of envy, even the rich cannot be
happy amidft theirenjoyments. They arm the
miferable with fire and fword againft them : and
a dangerous immorality enfues. In fuch cafes
alfo, corruption creeps by the path of meannefs
from poverty to opulence. And corruption mounts
alfo, with a viciens rapidity, to clevation, by all
the means of moral abjetion What, then,
mutft fellow fuch manners ?

. Throughout all focietics, in order to lay the
foundation’ of civil virTuEr, fecial happinefs

* The ftatement made before the Houfe of Commons in
Ireland bv Mr. Johnfon, is referred to—See note, page 10.

I muft
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muft be eftablifhed upon a general diffufion of
wealth. - We mean by this, that, with regard to
the lower orders, they muft have decent raiment,
comfortable dwellings, wholefome and abundant
food. Without thefe, civilifed nian is mifera-
ble : and mifery creates sndolence 5 and both 7m-
morality. But indolence and immorality muf
rapidly fubfide, ‘under trade and commerce
{pringing from fecurity. Security will foon bring
Lnglifh fkill and capital to Ireland ; confe-
quent trade will profmote '1gr1cu1tur\,, and trade,
agriculture, and fecurity, fully evince the bene-
fits of Incorporation upon human manners.—
It is thus a fyftem will foon develope, wherein
we fhall no longer fee one part of the nation
condemed to idlenefs, another to indigence, and
both to misfortune. But we fhall behold acivity
diffufed throughout the nation, without which
there is no happinefs ; and energy, without which
there is no virtue. Then the combinations of
vice will ceafe among the aifpiring low, and the
expedients of bafenefs among the {uffering poor.
Force of body or faculties of mind will offer
more ealy modes of f{ubfiftence, honorable pur-
{uits, and greater hopes.

The capital will no longer be a gulph of
riches and men.. The one and the other will be
diftributed more equally -throughout  the pro-
" vinces. The towns will be lefs populous ; the
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country more fo; and the, inhabitants more
anited and lefs diftrefled, will find, in this new
fituation, peace, happinefs, and wvirtue. 3

Thefe principles arc not founded upon fpe-
culation, but upon fa&s and experience :—we
reafon not as metaphyficians, we fpeak from exs
ample. Hiftory demonftrates that manners arc
more pure, aud happinefs more great, in pro-
portion as riches are lefs unequal amoneft the
the people of all nations. Greece alone fur-
nifhes many examples of this truth. Laced:-
mon owed, to this circumftance, the preferva-
tion of its virtues during ages.

We have further corroboration of the truth
of thele principles in the example of Rome.—
After the expulfion of .the Tarquins, an odious
and difproportionate inequality remained between
- the two great ordess of the ftate : had it conti-
nued, Rome had foon perithed, and perhaps its
name had not come down to us. But, as this
difproportion difappeared, virfzes came forward,
and prepared the Romans for the conqueft of the
world. However, the plunder of nations brouglit
on an inequality more deadly. The manners
became rapidly corrupt, they prepared the ruin
of the chubllc they became more corrupt,
and the' Republic is n> more. This is a pic-
ture: May it not prove a prophecy >—let France
look to it. :

»
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'But without recurring further to aneient

proofs, we have a ftriking example’ at home.

Bechold, Britain! Where is there a m’bt‘eJuﬁ
and general diffufion of wealth—and ‘where 15
there more happinefs—where more virtue 2-
What is Britain, in thofe days of yeomanry ?—
what ‘was it, in thofe of vaffalage ?

In fuch barbarous times throughout Furope,
{o different from the prefent, ‘and in no inflance
imore than the following, the men leaft civilized
were the moft exalted. For to ignorance they
joined “brutal valour and brutal manness, and
concentred the vices arifing from riches and

power.  Such an order of men was to be ruined

before they were to be civilifed.  And through

commerce and the arts, this barbarifm of Furope
has been removed. “For, when the Indies flung
its wealth into the lap of Europe, fuch men
became more luxurious, more diftreffed, -more
fubmiffive ; their {overeigns more free 5 and the
people - lefs ‘oppreffed,  The whole mafs of
manners has been changed by commerce. ts
“a&ivity has given new life to men, fince fortunes
depend lefs upon titles than upon induftry: for
the man of nothing, who has talents, clevates
Rimfelf, while the great man, who has them
. not, tumblcs. ‘ : :
Thefe are the indifputable effects of com-
merce. J§ has, throughout Europe—it has,

W S e, T
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manifeftly in Britain, freed Kings from {lavery,
and people from oppreffion: and thus in all-
countries, commerce brings in riches; riches
produce luxury ; luxury puts down the highand
éxalts the low.  Thus vice is punithed, if not
checked above ; and virtue and induftry ‘encou-
raged below. It is the univerfal fyftemn whereby
manners have been ameliorated : the proofs are
before us.

But if luxury pafs into a country throughout
any other medium than that of commerce, the
fame effects will not follow. "We are informed
by hiftory, that commerce had enriched tome
towns of Italy, and introduced luxury. The
Popes introduced this luxury into France : and
their legates left 1t in.all the courts: but com-
merce was not in'the train: * What was the con-
fequence? . This. luxury rendered the people
more polithed, but not more civilized, not more
politically morahized.

‘A nation becomes civilized in propertion as
it quits the manners, which marked its barba-
rous ftate. It becomes politically moralied, as
it obeys the laws that oppole diforder, and form

“an habitude of focial virtues. And 1t becomes
polifhed,. when it piques itfelf on its elegance
in thought or action. Thus for example, the
Greeks were civilifed before the times of Solon
or Lycurgus: they were politically moralifed
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during the ages of thefe two Legiflators; and
they were polifthed during that, of Pericles. In
modern times, the French amidft their luxury
were polithed : the Englifh with luxury-on one
fide, and commerce on the other, ftand between
and enjoy polifh and political morality : - where=
as the Irith are in the extremes. The one clafs
is not yet politically moralifed, for it has not
contraled the focial virtues; nor can it con<
tra them until it is happy in the comforts of
the focial ftate. But the other clafs 1s arrived
at the ftate of polith and. luxury. If however
atticifm and urbanity marked ‘the decline of
Greeks and Romans, what may be the refult to
day, where polithed luxury is at war with civil
mifery ?  That-which is not expected : virtue
and happinefs ‘will arife from this flate. - For;
commerce will advance the one clafs, ‘and bring
back the other to that point  of political mora-
lity, where Aappinefs will fecure wirtue amongft
the people, and virtue infure happinefs amongft
the great. And thus will incorporation affimi-
late Ireland to England, and ameliorate the
manners of the former. For, even the ftate of
Vafialage was put down in the latter by com-
merce, and the nation advanced to its prefent
point of polifh and political morality.

It thould be remarked too, that this meafure '
of Incorporation wifcly combining the two great
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principles of Legiflation and - Government;
unfolds in one act the policy of warure, and
the policy of the paffons. It proceeds upon
the phyfical relations of the two countries, as
to pofition and advantages, and it confults the
moral caft of fociety, or the manners and moral

 effeds of natural and civil caufes. Muft it not

therefore, clearly and inevitably, under the
opcrations of fuch true principles, harmonize
all - jarrings, external and ' intermal 2 And
through fuch effeds muf not virtur be difful~
ed throughout the nation? We fhall not
then behold, what is the greateft vier under
Government, men living no longer under the
empire of the laws. . Thisis furely therefore a
meafure of found policy : ‘Sound policy is found
morality : and that found morality will not
ameliorate manners, is an unwarranted affertion.
From - the chuos of rebeliion thus = great
nation may arife; fecure under waAPPINESS and
growing amidft its virTUEs.
‘ CONCLUSION.

There are certain points peculiarly deferving
the attention of different bodies. .

The Catholics will no doubt wifely balance
what they with to gain, and what they have to
lofe by Incorporation.  Firft, their great objeét
is the acquifition of Legiflative Power—but that
‘power were more attainable in a Britifh Parli-
ment than in an Irith one, for the conftitutional
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impediments are equal in both countries, but

the prejudices aud apprehenfions muft be lefs in
the former. Befide, if they were at prefent to
acquire emancipation in Ireland, it werea tanta-
lizing boon which they could not enjoy. Nine
tenths of the landed property being in the pof~
(offion of Proteftants, it muft enfure. no {mall
{way in county cletions, which will be ufed
with double exertions, to keep Catholics out of
an  Irith Parliament. And as to Boroughs,
they were formed exprefsly to exclude Catholics
from Parliament ; fo that the whole frame of the
Legiflature muft be broken up, and the whole

conftitution muft be changed and altered, before

they can tafte emancipation, were it even
granted to them. After this they will confider
what enjoyments, the maxims of ftatelmen on
tolerated fets, might move and {anction others
to take back, if not fecured by Incorporation.
When the Catholics were in the proportion of
forty to one Proteftant, their reftraints were
very {evere. They are now as three to onc;

but thisuniverfal maxim of policy, with refpeét

to fe&s, which is followed over the globe, even
where they are” weak, has been relaxed in Ire-
dand, beyohd, examample, where they are {tull
ftrong. Thefe are furely civil bleflings ; and
of which indeed fome of the moft wile and
virtuous men of that bedy feem truly fenfible.

- ——
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Unhappily however, under the fanction_ of
names and fome popular principles in p011t1c§ |
and religion, the fenfe and picty of others have
been cruelly deluded by bad men. leerable
impoftors ! What have they done ? They h:;ve‘

- let loofe upon fallen Cathonf‘s, upon mild and

fimple cultivators of the land, the monfter
fanaticifm which drinks the blood. of mankind.
They have blooded the fun of their mﬁmr libers
ties with an horrid war. VVhy did tﬁey prompt
the Catholics to take up arms? Was it for
religion ?  Their religion was not attacked :
their temples are ftill open; even a coIlege has
been founded by the Goverament for the educa-
tion of their clergy, and the 1nﬁru&10n of their
youth. ‘Was it_for thelr hbert; ? . Never dld‘
they enjoy fo much.’' "Aad in no.nation under
heaven does a fect” dlﬁ'ermg from that eﬁabhﬂl-
ed by the policy .of the {tate, en_lg)y fuch a
portion. ' The Cathohcs then will wxfc]y fecure
thefe bleﬁings And as to the vanity of ambi-
tion and all its empty acquifitions, where laws
and freedom are_equal, furely there is a much
‘more folid and endearing power over mankind,
through thewinfluence of an happy fupernonty
arifing " from = the virtues, the opulence, the
’nduftry.of commerce. Riches and benificence
are far beyond the glare of office, or the thorny
o K pillow
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pi'llow of {ftation. We fpeak to the underftan&-
ings of men, and not fo their paﬂ'ions.

Through the effeéts of the fuppofed union we
conceive that all profeffions muit reap, confider-
able advantage. For as the profpenty of
Ireland will then keep pace with the profperity
of the empire, and as the profpcnty of the
empire muft be mdlfputably increafed by this
Incorporation, confequently by Incorporation
Ireland muft acquire aggrandizement and eleva-’
fion. And as the population, commerce, and
agriculture of Ireland increafe, {o muft necefla-
nly the objets of all profefiions ; and likewile
the remunerations or {cience and the arts be pro-
port1omte]y augmented.

Upon . this ground, profeffional man may
entertain wide and folid expectations, for there
i§ an extenfive and obvious latitude forlmprove-
ment in Ireland. If we calculate upon what
that nation 75, and what fhe was, we may fee
what (he may be, and confequently what men -
have to expect. then with refpect to
what (he is, and the latltude for future improve-
yent ; there are many and great deficiencies in
a civil, religious and comumercial view ; which
are highly impolitic, and indeed difgraceful in
{ogreat an empire, and in fo enhfrhtened an
age. Isa continued chain of fanguinary rebel-
fions, a proof of civilifition? Is fuch a ftate of
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agriculture, is one folitary manufadture, 1s
poverty and complaint a proof of enhghtened
policy ? Is the moft abject fuperftition, 1s the
moft fanguine bigotry, a proof of found or true
morality ? Is the commerce of the country
compared with its extraordinary capacities, a
proof of civil economy ? Let men difpaffion-
ately confider, if they would have Ireland
remain thus? But fhe cannot remain ‘thus :

fhe muft defcend - by Separation, or afcend by
Incorporation. And what that afcent or what
Ireland may be, will be beft calculated on a
retrofpeCtive glance at what fbe was. In the
beginning of this century her balance of com-
merce with the whole world.was about four hun-
dred thoufand pounds per annum: and now
her commerce with Great Britain alone 1s about
ten fold that fum. The queftion then is, whence
the enormous increafe which fhe has experienced-
within thofe few years? Becaufe Britain before
that period turned her back upon Ireland, and
her face toward America, and fhe was- loft in
her thadow: but then turning with a partial
influence  toward Ireland, that country has
' rapidly grown under the warmth of her fpendor
and prote&lon Now fhe would embrace her
in herglory, and what muft be the effeéts > Will

men embrace them by Incorporation, or reject
;hem and lerarate ?
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The world is now entering upon a new epoch
of thingé New views and new relations, p'o‘liﬁ-
cal and commercial, mufl arife between flates,
from the coincidences of thofe times. A frange
variation marks this awful period, and ‘renders
uncertain the pending iffue of affairs. Tt will
therefore be at leaft wife in every branch of the
Britifh Empire, to coalefce and confolidate her
energies, that fhe may meet this moment of trial
~with a commanding afpect...

It is no inconfiderable maxim in policy that
Governments watch over the inclinations of their
own fubjetts, and confult the genius and ten-
dency of other nations. - They fhould hearken
attentively to the times, obferving the bias of men
and feafon of things.” Thefe are Counfellors,
whofe voice {peaks aloud to all parties, and thould
be the guide of all men. Tutored by them,
they will remark, that in bodies politic as well
as natural, difeafes may be death, or may prove
remedies. ~ The days of Cromwell were a poli-
tical fever, when ‘many vitiated humours were
thrown off : Every diforder of the conftitution
became notorious, and the remedies were under-
Sfood. ;

To day both diforder and remedy are manifeft
in Ireland. Separated, however, as fhe is, the
thunderbolt has often fallen, and its force was
not heard : but united, it muft be heard, it will
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be felt in Britain. The whole fyftem of things
will be changed ; the operations will be differenty -
the wheels diiferent, and the moving force better
propotioned to the refifting power. In a more
* numerous* Senate there will be an acquifition
of wifdom. And the legiflatures of the three
nations will thus become the heart of the Em-
pire, to diffufe vigour throughout the whole, by
their found and wholefome laws : or. thefe laws
mult return corrupted and deftrutive to that
fource, whence they firlt originated. It will,
therefore, be no longer the rafh or unwife
experiment of one nation, repofing for a prop on
the other in cafe of failure. = For the fate of one
and all will be at iflue, and the wifdom of the
whole will, at leaft, be cautious. -

“ Quo res cunque cadent, unum et commune periculum,

“ Una falus ambobus erit,” VIRG.

Thus then, with an anxions defire for the
real good of the Irfh nation, and for the fplen-iour
and invigoration of the Empire at large, we have
placed before men their pnblic condition, that
they may think wifely and ac juftly. It were

* It may pals for a maxim in State, that rhe adminifiration
cannot be placed in 107 few bands, nor the Legiflature in teo many,
» Dean Swift..

more
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more than imprudent, at this day, to harmonife
parties to an accordance, which was not founded
upon the unalterable {cale of truth. But wilely,
honeftly, and openly brought into unifon, :and
to embrace an Incorporation, they will foon fell
to the earth the monfter Rebellion. Proud are
we to fay, that we do not ftand fingle upon the
meditated ruins of bad fyftems. ~And we doubt
not that one heart will animate:and one mind
pervade men, when they fhall have ferioufly and
difpaflionately reconfidered thofe irjuries and /offes
~ pains and lenefits, which have been or may be
attributed to this Incorporative union.

INJURIES.

The firft injuries are thofe urged at a méeting
of the gentlemen of the Irifh bar—

1. < That the poverty of Ireland cannot bear
the weight-of taes, which the riches of England
fuftain with eafe and comfort,”—This has been
clearly confuted. are

2. % That in the United Parliaments, in all
cafes of  competition, Ireland muft [u er ?—Jit
has been undeniably proved that this cannot
be the cafe. | '

3. < That this Union tends ultimately to fepa-
ration.’—The reverfe thewn : for, wiTHOUT
,'INCORPORATION, ‘Separation muft follow.
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4. < That Amelioration of manners will not vée
Jult from this Union, but perhaps the contrary®
Fatts, analogy, and the experierice of ages, over:
turn this pofition.

The next Injury which has been attributed
to this meafure by other gentlemen, has appeared
in the following fhape : |

5. < Should the Proteftant gentlemen, whofe
fervices ftemmed the torrent of rebellion, and
faved the nation to the Empite, be removed -
The anfwer is, the caufes of rebellion are to be
removed, and the nation faved effeCtually to
itfelf. Befide, how few of thefe gentlemen will -
be removed ?

A LOSSES.

6. The lofles of money-to the capital, by the
fums fpent in England by thofe attending on
Parliament. < Firft, The mumber will be 1ncon-
fiderable : fecond, if through this number a lefs
were to be {uftaind, it would be much more than
counterbalanced by the civil effe@s : third,
in reality, no fuch lofs can be felt trom the
overbalancing icreafe of commerce : and fourth,
fuch an apparent lofs were a real gain to the capi-
tal in'Views of trade and manufacture.

7. A formidable one, according to the {pirit
of rivalry, appears in the diminution of repre-
fentation. Some have faid, that the dignity

~and confequence of Ireland would be lowered,
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by the reduction of its members, It is toleriMy ,

obvious that Ireland muft be exalted n wea.lth

and power, by this fcheme. Befide, infal, is

reprefentation a juft feale of Pout cal’ dlgmty 4
If fo, how fuperior in civl 1mportancc is the
pot-houfe of old Sarum- to the great and popu-
lous towns of Birmingham and Mancheﬁer to-
gether 2 Alfo, fince Yorkthire f(;nds thirty mem-
bers to Parliament, and London but four, then
London muf}, indeed, be very - inconfiderable as
to its importance ; and, 1ts comparatwe confe-
quence toward York s, accordmv to this mea-
fure, exacly double that of the beer-houfe at
Old Sarum, which {ends two membcrs to the
Senate.

8. The next lofs, which is urged, 1s;one _t_ha,t'

will prove a gain,beyond calculation. Flaming
Patriors, as they wen/d be thought, have
called the union an act, whereby a youthful and
rifing bady is. coupled to one otd in decay and
tumbling into diffolution. Now, in truth, the
fat is, that it is joining the Irifh nation, old in
diforder and feeble 1n itfelf, through thofe dif-
orders, to one that is vworous and VlI'tU.OLlS It
1s the union of a child, or rather a pigmy, to a
giant, in ftrength, commerce and freedom, for
mutual fupport. For fince the pofitive or relative
,power of nations is eftimated by fize, popu-
lation and wealth ; what 1s Ireland in all thofe
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“three, toward the whole of the Britith Erapire.

befide ?. What is her opulence or power com=.
pared to the fources of both in the commerceof
Britain alone, and in that navy which is the broad.
fhield of the univerfe? If the taxable incomey

as ftated by Mr. Pitt, ‘and we apprekend that
it is underftated through difcsetion, amounts,

after 'dedué’riﬁg the one million of Ireland, to
101 milfion annually, it is not a difficult matter
for Ireland to calculate upon fuch daza the rela-
tive capital of both countries.. When the rela-.
tive capital is afcertained, then 16t her afk her-

~ {elf, whether it were wife opnot to join in fuch

a firm as that of Britain for commerce, and
whether it were well to joinwith fuch a free and
powerful nation, for an equality in both ?

: GAINS. _ :

Let us now viewthe' gains refulting from
Incorporation. ’ |
" 9. The civil fyftem improved, in property ;
in public and private condition; and'in’ poli-
tical fituation,” g

10. The religious or ecclefiaftical fyften : by
the revival of moral obedience, = and refpect -
to its duthierity, which have too long been and
muft eversbe loft in civil difcords and fanatic
rebell\ions, that undermine the throne and %he

- altar :“improved alfo in the fecurity of its pof=

L



ey I W e T

(82 )

Gfions and eftablifhments. Qlery—_—Shsﬁld‘
ot the catholic eftablifhment be taken under

the patronage and protetion of Government ;
and the clergy of this body and of the diffenters
have their fupport from the Crown Y e

11. Commercial fyftem, under fecurity and
tranquillity, muft be improved in fkill, capital,

and extent, beyond the pofiibility of calculation. -

BENEFITS.'

Laftly, let us view fome few of the benefits.

<2, The nation will be freed from the charac-
teriftic and immoral impulfion given to the
people, by civil circumftances, down through
ages, and under the [mperial union. |

13, It will be freed from the political and
~mbitious impulfion given to other orders, under
the Federal Union. ° 2

14. It will be freed from the effects of that
awful imipulfion, given to many, Dy the cwil
peftilence of the times. -

15. 1t will be freed from diftrefles, which
have “been leng exifting, according to the tefti-
mony of the fervants and friends of Government.
“ft-will be freed from diftrefles which -have
been aggravated, for the putpofes of relscllion,
by the enemies of Governmeit.

It will be freed from diftrefles which are at- .

tefted by the ableft politicians of Europe, men

B T NN YT W mm—r—
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no way connetted with Ireland, but by their
knowledge and virtues, with which they have
laboured for the good of the Empire, and have
been crowned with the applaufes of the univer(e.
For thefe great and valuable purpoles;. and
upon the grounds and reafons Yefore mentioned,

‘we are the advocates of an Incorporative union,

To raife up fuch a fyffem of happinefs and virtue
upon the ruin of bad ones, and not to accon-
modate errors but eradicate evils, our Phalanx

_1s fome of the ableft, the wifeft, and the beit

men of both nations. '

All other party we difclaim : Little diftin&ion
1s loft in our view. In the comprehentive found
of Empire, our mind embraces but an unifon
of nations: in thatof nations it awakens but
a thought of mankind... Judges, before whole
tribunal we bow, your happinefs is our objeét.
If our zeal be exceffive, we fubmit to your re-
proach : But, as the friend of Ircland, we would
drive from the cradle of its infant greatnels, the
monfters that menace its exiftence and repofe.

Tarquins may condemn us, but no Brutus will”
accufe us.

 THE ENB.
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