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NECESSARY

TO SECURITY.

| THE moft of the following pages were writtén
many months ago: but as the agitation of the queftion
~ which produced them had begun to fubfide, and had
occafioned a degree of offence which required time to
remove or qualify, it was judged not proper then to
obtrude them upon the public. However, the Author
has for a confiderable time obferved with fome fatis-
faction, that the profecution of the meafure of Union
*between thefe kingdoms has been on every proper oc-
cafion announced by the Executive in both Countries,
and that the Britith legiflature has fo far ferioufly dif-
cufled the fubje&t as to lay a ufeful ground for future
confideration ; and he has alfo obferved with f{till grea-
ter fatisfattion, that there has been a gradual acceflion
to the number of difinterefted and fenfible perfons in

| B privatg
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private life; who difcover a difpofition to confider the
queftion with candour, upon the principles of genuine
publick good, free from that indifcriminating indig-
nation againft government which upon every occafion
feems to be foolifhly confounded with the virtue of
patriotifm, and from that prejudice againft England,
which marks the dangerous feparatift, rather than the
true friend to his country. Notwithftanding therefore
the multiplicity of produétions on the {ubje&t, and the
neceflary fimilarity of ideas in thofe who maintain the
fame opinion, yet, as the matter is of no common
concern, and as almoft every man has fomething pe-
culiar in his vigws or his manner of communicating
them, calculated to imprefs particular readers, it may

be ufeful, perhaps a duty, to publifh the fimple and
unbiafled refult of honeft inquiry.

In the confideration of the queftion of Union, as
well as of every other important moral or political
queftion, every man no doubt will be more or lefs in-
fluenced by the opinions or principles he has happen-
ed previoudly to receive. There are many who have
viewed the late feries of revolutions, or rather convul-
fions, and the concomitant wildnefles, in France, with
fatisfaction, and have followed ‘the progrefs of French
arms and French principles with delight. They think
indeed that fome mew meafures ought to take place;
yet not fuch as fhall bind together all the parts of the
Dritith Empire more clofely, and thereby enable them
more firmly te refift all affauks from without or from
within, upon our common and well tried conftitution ;
- but fach as fhall fubvert all that has been happily efta-
blifhedy and, by forming us upon the new plans of
. France,
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France, fhall render us fubfervient to the views of that
deftroying nation, which they with to fee univerfally
trinmphant as the grand renovator of mankind. There
are others who, though differing. from the former in
their opinion of the nature and confequences of French

principles, yet fofter very invidious fentiments againft

Great Britain, confider a compleat Union wirth that
Country as, what they call, the extindtion of Ireland,
and, acknowledging the full confequence of their opi-
nion, would rather compleatly feparate than com-
- pleatly unite. With either of th@fe defcriptions of
perfons itis plain that any difcuffion of any Union,
under any circumftances, or in any junéture, muft
meet with inftant and prejudging reprobation. But,
to the loyal inhabitants of Ireland, who feek the per-
manency of the Britifh Conftitution, the fecurity of our

religion, and the ftability of the common empire, it

may be ufefully propofed to confider, whether, con-
‘templating the formidable change which has taken
place in the ftate of furrounding nations, and the def-
perate machinations, as new in their {yftem as wicked
in their nature, which for years have been pointed at
our exiftence, it may not be wife to adopt fome fair,
liberal and juft, plan of compleat confolation, which,
more effetually than hitherto, fhall, confiftently with
national profpenty, fecure thefe kingdoms agamﬁ the
foreign foe and the domeftic traitor.

~ Whatever difference of opinion may fubfift among
the loyal inhabitants of this country, we are all de-
cidedly agreed, that a feparation between thefe king-
doms would prove the certain deftrution of both.

Britain is powerful; and, for the fake of her own
: fafety,
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fafety, as well as of preferving that integrity of power
which has given dignity, profperity and fecurity to the
empire, fhe would neceffarily make every poflible ef=
fort to recover Ireland. What muft be the confe--
quence ? Either Ireland is reduced, and as a conquer-
ed country is fubjeCted to fuch fyftem of deprefling
dependence as to the mare powerful country appears
neceflary ; or fthe is aided by the formidable and am-
bitious nation which for centuries has been engaged
in hoftilities with England, and after a ftruggle in
which Britain and Ireland become exhaufted, France
ever watchful for her prey feizes the fatal occafion,
and fubjugates to her humiliating and devouring policy
thefe noble iflands, which, clofely united, are formed
to rife fuperiour among the nations and to arbitrate
for Furope, But it is obvious that if {eparation be
effeted, it muft be by the affiftance of France in the
firft inftance. Rebellion, howfoever fecretly and art-
fully prepared, and howfoever daringly and ferocioufly
attempted, could not long fucceed, unaided by a fo-
reign foe, againft the fleets. and armies of Britain.
The uniform hiftory of -mankind, and our own recent
experience, inform us of the means that would be em-
ployed. ‘We have already feen what can be effefted
by fecret machinations. ‘What more would be accom-
plithed when the wealth, and power, and rank, and
mumbers fhould be increafed of thofe, who under the
exciting pretext of confulting the dignity of indepen-
dent Ireland, fhould feek the rueful phantom /fepara-
tion, the mind fhudders to contemplate :—correfpon-
dence—emiflaries—concerted plar;s-:%powerful invafi-
ons—internal and wide-fpread maflacre—final fuccefs
—and a republick upon a French model, under French
' | proteftion,



‘protection, and fubject to French dominion. Then
follew in due courfe, the reign of the moft vicious
prbﬂigates,"the\ murder or ﬁini{hr_nent of all the fami-
lies-of property, the degradation and deftrution of
all religion, and a legalized fyftem of atheifm and
vice. Pollute carimonie ; magna adulteria ; plenum exi-
liis mare ; infeéti cadibus feopuli ; atrocius in urbe fevi-
tum, Nubilitas, opes, omiffi geffique honoresy pro criniine s
et ob virtutes certiffimum exitium.
e

It is faid, that if the intereft of Great Britain were
not materially concerned in a Union, the government
of that country would not propofe the meafure: and
truly it muft be owned, that Great Britain is deeply
interefted indeed, to promote any meafure that can
tend to prevent the feparation of Ireland. By fuch
a feparation, fhe not only lofes an arm of. ftrength
which powerfully aids her in common defence, but a
material part of her own power is converted againft
‘herfelf. France, a mighty, an ambitious, and a ma-
lignant ftate, with fuch additional power in her hands
as Ireland—an ifland with great natural wealth, not
without confiderable acquired wealth, populous, of
uncommon maritime capacity, and lying under the
* bofom and heart of England—France, with fuch aid,
and with fuch a fulcrum on which to work engines
of deftruétion, muft foon confummate her abhorred
purpofe s—~-and then, overpowered, defpoiled, and {ub-
jugated, the naval bulwark of the world refifts and
protelts no more.

Suis et ipfa Roma wiribus ruil.

Without urging this obvious and alarming truth far-
' ther,
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ther, therefore, it may be taken as fully admitted,
that the feparation of Britain and Ireland muft be con-
fidered by every loyal inhabitant of this country, as
an event moft afflictive and ruinous to us and to our
pofterity, and againft which it would be mad and
wicked not to feek for every poffible fecurity.

But the peculiar circumftances of this country have
unfortunately foftered in the minds of the great body
of the people an hoftility to the Englifh name, and a
difpofition to feparate, of which the foreign foe on
every occafion has been ready to- take advantage. In
order to illuftrate this pofition, it may be fatisfattory
to take a fhort review of former events.

Above fix centuries ago, this country, then in a ftate
of barbarifm, was reduced to a connexion with Eng-
land. A ferocious hatred to the Englifh fettlers, as well
as to their laws and cuftoms, for ages actuated the na-
tives ; and it was not until after a long period of animo-
fity and conteft, that at length Englifh laws were adopt-
ed, and Englith language and manners gained any place.
Ireland, it is well known, whatever might have been
its civilization in a very remote antiquity, was, at the
time of its reduction by Henry the fecond, and for cen-
turies after, in fo uncivilized a ftate compared with the
reft 'of Europe, that it was little if at all prepared, to
take part in thofe ardent fcenes, in which the revival of
letters firft, and then the reformation, engaged moft of
the other nations, and England among the chief.
There, intellectual light, which had before occafional-
ly darted gleams of fplendour through the prevailing
gloom, began to fpread a general influence; the zeal

gt of
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of the reformers met with a rapidity of fuccefs; and
the eccentricity of Henry the eighth, the cherifhing care
of Edward the fixth, even the perfecution by Mary,
and the wifdom, firmnefs,. and perhaps good fortane,
of Elizabeth, all contributed to fuperfede a reign of
darknefs and fuperftition, and to eftablith in that king-
dom, almoft univerfally, a religion, mild, pure, and of
happy influence. It is not meant, however, to pafs
any decided opinion on the peculiar nature of the re-
formation, or the means by which it was' accomplifh-
ed. Violent enmities, deftrutive wars, and lafting
divifions, were among its attendants and confequences :
and perhaps, had the milder opinions of the amiable
and learned Erafinus prevailed, moderate and gradual
corrections would have been adopted, more conducive
to the general improvement of men both in knowledge
and virtue. But the retrofpe&t tends to thew, that a
material and operative change had univerfally taken
place in the minds of the people of England, and had
been formed into a national eftablithment, at a time
when Ireland, though then connefted, was excluded
from the operation of caufes which would have affimi-
lated her to England; and, by uniformity of opinion
in the moft interefting concern to man, with the natu-
ral concomitant uniformity of manners and obfervances,
would, (inftead of inflaming animofity and preventing
intercourfe, have promoted friendthip and union be-
tween the original inhabitants and the Englith fettlers,
as well as among the Englith fettlers themfelves. But
the ancient feud now became embittered by religious
antipathy; and by degrees, mutual offence carried en-
mity to the higheft pitch, until at length rebellion and

maflacre
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maflacre, on one fide, called forth, on the other, fignal
feverities.

During the whole of thie. perturbed period, efpecially
from the time of the reformation, England and Ire-
land can be confidered in no other light thanas hoftile
nations. The proteftants of Ireland, unhappily in~
volved in almoft conftant contention with the reft of
the inhabitants, were often reduced to mifery and ex-
tremity. The Englith nation not only confidered them
as their brethren, a portion of themfelves, to be pro-
teCted againft thofe among whom they were fettled,
but looked upon their fafety as involving the fecurity of
the independence of Ireland. Laws thetefore were en-
alted in England, and through the influence of that
country, laws were adopted here, which no doubt re-
tarded the national improvement, and increafed the
prejudice againft England, but which, apprehenfions
for the fafety of the proteftant fettlers and the fecurity
of the connexion of the two kingdoms, feemed to make
neceflary. Thefe apprehenfions were and have been
fo frequently and alarmingly juftified, that, though it
is impoflible to approve of oppreffive policy, yet it was
neither unnatural nor quite inexcufable in England,
then frequently diftratted within herfelf, anxious for
her own fafety, and earneft in the prefervation of the
eftablifhment civil and religious in Ireland, to adopt
the only means which circumftances feemed to permit,

to prevent foreign and internal foes from accomplithing
their purpofes.

In the time of Elizabeth, internal rebellion confpired
w:xth the foreign enemy to deftroy our religion and to
fubjugate
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 fabjugate this country to Spain, In the time of Charles

the firft, advantage was taken of the diftracted ftate of
&ngland, and every deftrutive engine was employed,
to exterminate among us the proteftant religion and
name, and to cut off for ever our connexion with our
beft prote¢tor. And in the time of James the fecond
a fimilar attempt was made, and by means which im-
prefled deep and lafting effe@ts on the minds of our an-
ceftors. France, the friend that now holds forth her
bleffings to us and to the reft of Europe, then lent her
aid; and James himfelf was forced to concur in the
aét, which, making Ireland independent of the crown
of England, formed a grand ftep towards the accom-
plithment of the deep rooted fcheme of feparation.
The fufferings, the efforts and the event of that day are
univerfally known; and the confequences were, that
the Englifh nation and government, and the proteftant
fettlers in Ireland, were correborated and decided in
the impofing neceflity, which long and reécent experi-
ence had in their apprehenfion taught them, of reftrain-
ing the Roman catholicks, who compofed the great
body of the inhabitants, and of fecuring the indepen-
dence of Ireland mpon that country to which the pro-
teftants owed their origin, agdto which they cherith-
ed their attatchment.

Now, with fuch a difpofition, of ancient origin, re-
peatedly revived, and peculiarly aggravated, let us {up-
pofe thefe kingdoms to be equal in wealth and power,
and, excepting the circumftance of the king of Eng-
land being ipfo fatto king of Ireland, formally and
virtually independent of each other. What muft be
| % R - the
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the confequence ? So far back as we have any records
of the nature and conduét of man, we learn with cer-
tainty that individuals or nations, whenever upon an
equality of power, or approaching to that equality, have
uniformly exhibited the jealoufy of rivalthip, and by
fure confequence a contention for dominion, deftruc-
tive always of mutual happinefs, and fatal often to ex-
iftence. In nations, thefe motives of ‘adtion, which
among individuals in civilized fociety are reftrained by
fear of the laws or of publick opinion, are not only un-
reftrained by any principle, but acquire accumulated
force from all the paffions both good and bad to be
found in the community. Ardent attachment to our
own nation, arifing from habitual affociations; the
pride of national dignity and power; party {pirit; ha-
tred of a rival; refentment of wrongs; heated fympa-
thy in a common caufe, inflamed by multiplied com-
munication into undiftinguifhing paffion ; the love of
violence, always operative in the unthinking but ac-
tive and turbulent majority; all thefe conftituent ener-
gies in our nature, as they may be called, and more
that might be enumerated, concur, in the fituation fup-
pofed, with the precious long foftered defire of fepara-
tion, to produce neceflarily, either that event, or a con-
queft by one or the other ftate, equally deftruétive and
equally to be deprecated. Let it be added, that thefe
nations are eminently wealthy and powerful: confe-
quently their interefts muft be important, numerous,
and complicated ; and the aétual collifion of their ref-
pettive interefts, therefore, will frequently  occur.
When the collifion happens, what muft follow ? From
equal power and perfe@ independence, no yielding on
cither part can take place; the inveterate difpofition to
feparate alts in the contrary dire&tion; deftruétive con-

teft
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teft therefore becomes inevitable, followed by conqueft
or feparation, with all the refpective fatal confequences.

But to enfure the effe&t, a powerful ftate, of deter-
mined hoftility to one of thefe nations, is conftantly Vi
gilant to difcover, and alert to {eize, every occafion for
deftroying the connexion. Surely no man of common
fenfe or common information can pretend, that fuch a
connexion in fuch a ftate of things could permanently
fubfift, or that it would be lefs than hopelefs folly to
labour for its prefervation. ‘

Yet the connexion has fubfifted, has been preferved
for centuries ; and from the time of James the fecond to
the late confpiracy and and rebellion, this country has
remained in tolerable fecurity, notwithftanding the me-
naces of France, and her actual attempts, to invade
and reduce Ireland in former wars with Great Britain,
and notwithftanding the factious fpirit, whetted by re-
ligious acrimony, which; operating in various forms
and under various names, has encouraged the foes of

England. -

But how has the connexion fubfifted, and how has
it been preferved ? Not as a connexion of two inde-
pendent kingdoms, in which the claims, and privile-
ges, and free exertions of the one, were neither inter-
fered with nor affected by the other ;—not as a con-
nexion of two diftiné kingdoms, joined by the fimple
adoption of the fame executive, yet of fo extraordinary,
or rather fo miraculous a nature, that whatever com-
mon regulations, enterprifes, or conflicts, in their va-
riows and multiplied retations and tranfaltions, appear-

c2 ed
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ed neceffary to the one, were conftantly and fpontane.
oufly entered into with kindred zeal by- the other:
No,—the connexion has been preferved in a manner
and by means which, howfoever neceffary, and in
whatever degree neceffary, the friends of this country,
and the true friends of both countries, have long de-
plored. The influence, or rather the commanding
power of the fuperior country was complete; this
country exifted as a dependent province ; the legal
code fubftantially originated with, or Jeaft was modifi-
ed by the government of Great Britain; reltraining
laws, framed to preferve the civil and religious efta-
blihment, againft the great majority of the people,
who were hoftile to both, feeured the country, but
enchained the exertions of the inhabitants ; and for a
long period, the proteftants-of Ireland zealoully con-
curred in this fyftem of policy ; which they confidered
as neceffary to their own fafety, as well as to the na-
tional depepdence upom England. The confequences
were, that the inhabitants in general were confined to
poverty and dependence; the ariftocracy, at an im-
menfe diftance in rank, felt nothing in common with
them, employed but rarely the means of conciliation,
and enfured depreffion rather than promoted. profperi-
ty; ‘while the middle ranks of life, in which are found
the qualities that refift oppreffion on the one fide and

promote induftry on the other, were fcarcely to be
found in the community of Ireland.

This kind of connexion no doubt, and preferved by
thele means, might fubfift for ages without any ferious
apprehenfion of being endangered.. But a ftate of
fociety was induced, which militated againft national

happinefs
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happhef's, and which hardly the clearcﬁ necemty
could reconcile to a liberal mind.

The linen tra'de, however, which had been early
encouraged, and had fpread with animating fuceefs
over a large diftrit of the North chiefly proteftant ;

the provifion trade of the fytile South ; and fome other £7

feattered advantages, contributed, with the advance-
ment of furrounding nations, to carry Ircland on in
the general progrefs of the reft of Europe. This gra-
dual improvement ; its natural confequences,—diffufed
property and independent fpirit; the habit of living
together in the exercife of the arts of peace; the fre-
quent interchange of good offices 3 and the exemplary
condu& of many of the Roman Catholicks ; all tended
to create in every rank and {e€t, the honeft wifh, that
the nataral advantages of the Country might be pro-
moted ; and that fome liberality on the fubject of reli-
gion might be extended, as the forerunner of cordia-
lity and profperity. The mutual communication of
fuch fentiments begat and promoted liberality and
publick fpirit. A comprehenfive and enlightened po-
licy in the cabinet and parliament of Great Dritain
concurred with that liberality and publick {pirit. In
conformity with thefe fentiments, within the laft twenty
years, the reftraints of which the Roman Catholicks
complained” have been removed ;' they have now en-
joyed for a confiderable time, and with very general
concurrence, compleat toleration in religion, and every
privilege in the acquifition and employment of pro-
perty that rational men could defire; and at length .
has ‘been added the ele&ive franchife, by which not
only an operative motive is given to the landholders to
grant
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grant ufeful leafes to the Roman Catholicks of the
poorer clafs, but confiderable confequence and influ-
ence follow to the general body. In the meantime the
fpirit of independence claimed, and the increafing
power of the Country demanded, other and impor-
tant privileges and benefits. The precarious ftate of
publick affairs in the American conteft, as well as the
wifdom of Britifh councels, fuggefted the propriety of
conceffion. Accordingly, the parliament ‘of Ireland
was declared and confirmed compleatly independent ;
and this Country acquired, equally with Britain, not
only unreftrained commerce with the reft of the world,
but a participation in the colonial and plantation trade,
which Great Britain had gained by great induftry and
enterprife and at enormous expence. The confequen-
ces were important. Confidence and liberality gained
upon the Proteftant mind. We feemed to have for-
gotten all former animofities and calamities, and to
contend only for fuperiority of zeal in atoning to each
other and to our Country, for all the evils which the
demon of difcord had driven us to inflict. Induftry,
altivity and ingenuity were called forth : the ufeful
and productive arts of life were more earneftly culti-
vated : we were enabled to reap larger benefit from
the extenfion of Britith commerce : riches, power and
independence increafed : a fcene of national profperity
openedto our view : and our hearts edjoyed the hope,
that ‘religious bigotry and hatred would never again
difturb our harmony, obftruét our purfuits, or blaft
our'profpetts.

We feemed to be liberalized; we became indepen~
dent; we acquired great advantages. How have thefe
circumftances
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circumftances operated in combination with the ex-
traordinary opinions and extraordinary events of the
prefent day ?

We are living in a period, in which every evil that
could affli& fociety, has been engendered, matured,
and poured abroad, by a depraved nation, ;which,
after deftroying within its own territory, all law, re-
ligion, focial order, moral principle, and natural fenti-
ment, has fought, by every mean, whether of vicious
ingenuity or ferocious violence, to uproot the efta-
blifhed polity of every furrounding ftate. DBritain {faw
the danger advancing. She ftood in the breach. She
rallied the nations. They retired, difunited, funk, and
exhaufted. She alone maintained the conflict ; arrefted
the progrefs of organized barbarifm; = and {ecured
hope to the civilized world. On former occafions f(he
had been commiffioned to fave the liberties of Europe;
but now fhe feemed deftined to fave, not merely efta-
blithed laws and liberties,. but every facred principle
that makes human fociety dear, and without which
life would ceafe to bea blefling. In this arduous con-
teft, her defperate enemy well knew the fide on which
only the was weak, and where only he could hope to
deftroy her. _Advantage was taken in Ireland of the
great ftruggle in which Great Britain was engaged.
Myriads of demagogues, the moft deftrudtive and de-
teftable things that can infeflt a nation, correfponded
with the enemy, imported the principles of France in
all their malignity, and roufed the difloyalty of the
people by every art and pretext : and an organization,
as itis called, was fecretly carried on, by which the

phyfical force of the Country was prepared, under
fit
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fit leaders, to join the invading foe; in the wild hope
that, loyalty and the eftablifhed religion being deftroy-
ed, Ireland would become feparated, and the religion
of the multitude reign in more than fancied fplendour.
Now it is unfortunately to be remarked, that while
Ireland was avowedly and compleatly dependent upon,
Gréat Britain, although national profperity was re-
tarded, yet this Country, notwithftanding occafional
difcontents and partial difturbances, was preferved in
perfet fecurity ; and experience has fhewn, that the
removal of reftraints, the enjoyment of privileges, even
greater than had been expefted, and an independent

legiflature, have not ftrengthened either our internal
{ecurity or our connexion with Great Britain.

Not long before the commencement of French re-
volutions, a demand for a change in the legiflature of
this country, which fhould make it more dependent
upon popular paflions and popular arts, was fo fyfte-
matically and {o boldly made, that parliament feemed
to be overawed, and the friends of our eftablifhed laws
and religion trembled for the confequences. A con~
vention, an armed convention, fimilar to the late ruling
clubs of France, in which members of the legiflature
affifted, framed the plan which was to be dictated to
parliament, Fortunately, the influence of the property
‘poflefled in this country by the Englith Ariftocracy,
and the difcernment and firmnefs of many members of
the legiflature, fruftrated the attempt : and indeed it
muft be owned that, many of the members of that con-
vention, and of the then minority in parliament, have
lived to witnefs fuch proceedings and events, both

abroad



 abroad anc at heme; as have madc them regret thelil

opinions an conduét. Conventions, howcvcr, {ucceed-
ed convenuons 3 clubs multiplied | upon clubs ; g Bopu
lar influence increafed and became commanding ; and
popular meafures were repeatedly adopted by, the le-
giflature, fome of which, upon the principle of Ire-
land being a diftinét and independent ftate, were to be
approved of, but all of which tended to weaken the

" controul of Great Britain, neceffary to the prefent ftate

of connexion. But all did not fatisfy. The nation
became agitated through its whole extent by feparatifts
and renovators. Strides were making towards fepara-
tion and republicanifim. The legiflature feemed to look
on with amazement. At laft, in December 1792, the
national guards, as they were affetedly called, were
attually preparing, and about to, march in full difplay,
as the firft at in the dreadful fcene, which it was
hoped, would, under the dire€tion and aid of France,
be foon completely exhibited. A confiderable portion
of the Roman Catholicks (many, very many of them,
without wicked intention, but deceived by plotting
confpirators) moved in correfpondent fyftem. Roman
Catholick parliaments met, difcuffed and diffeminated
the principles of infubordination and refiftance, and
promoted the general plan of [éparation, Wwhich had been
fet on foot by a tribe of altive leaders, many of them
men of fituation and abilities, and followed by no in-
confiderable part of the wealth of the country. A
party in the ftate contending for power, and either not
feeing ‘or not regarding the confequences, courted po-
pularity, in a moment moft eventful, as the inftrument

“of aggrandizement ; and then indeed, had not the fu-

preme cxecutive arrefted the danger, all things tended, -
D a5
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as at the commencement of the revolution in France,
to produce the effets to be naturally expeéted, when
rank and authority appear to {fanétify popular prejudice
and enthufiafm. The evil fwelled into enormous mag-
nitude, grew bold and terrible by impunity and fuc-

cefs; and but for unprecedented exertions of power,
would have perpetrated its defigns.

This appears to plain fenfe to be a train of confequen-
ces, naturally flowing from that proud fpirit of inde-
pendence and diftin¢t authority, which figft grew with
gradual profperity, which ftrengthened into overawing
aflertion of perfet equality, which, {preading through
the community, generated jealoufy and rivalry, and,
impregnating the prejudiced and violent multitude, pre-
pared Ireland for the long-defired and now deep-laid _
{cheme of feparation.

The opportunities of aequiring property have been
multiplied, and confequently we have feen a great dif-
fufion of wealth among the lower orders of the com-
munity : but an attachment to the laws and conftitution,
under the proteftion and encouragement of which,
property has beengained, has not been the confequence
of fuccefs. On the contrary, a vulgar pride, an im-
patience of controul, a contempt of authority,  have
been added to the antient hoftility ; and accerdingly,
notwithftanding that conceflion has fucceeded concef-
fion, yet the chief effet on the minds of thofe to whom
they were granted, has been a loud and imperious de-
mand of new and dangerous grants, which, now that
the truth has broken forth, are confefled to have been

intended
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intended as the means of effefting feparatior and a
modern republick.

Although thofe demands, as we now clearly know,

\. were fo intended, yet the number of men of refpeét

and influence, who, in a period of awful anxiety, joined
in the call for emancipation and reform, was very con-
fiderable ; and had not the deftruétive meafures of the
great confpiracy been precipitated, itis not improbable
that the dangerous opinions might fo powerfully have
prevailed, as ultimately to fway the legiflature. At
all events we know, that in the very hour of dark
confpiracy, reform upon French models, calculated in
form and fpirit to give force and effe® to democracy,
with emancipation, which, under the pretext of religi-
ous liberality, was clearly intended to give the fpirit of
democracy extenfive prevalence, were {plendidly pro-
pofed under the fan&ion of great names, and, as in
France, feconded bythe clubs. The executive power
no doubt, and the moft leading men of property deep-
ly interefted in the welfare of Ireland, defcried the ten-
dency of fuch meafures, and defeated them in that
place, where indeed they would foon have proved
fatal.

But the opinions which greatly prevail in any nation,
gain by degrees upon men of condition and influence.
Fear operates upon fome; ambition upon others; the
love of .popularity upon many; and even the beft cha-
racters often throw themfelves into a predominant par-
ty, in the vain hope of curing or preventing evils by
accommodation. The hiftory of mankind abounds

with inftances of this kind of progrefs: but modern
D 2 France
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France furnifhes an impreﬁive example, frefh in our
obfervation, and pregnant with inftruétion.

Admit what we hope and expeét, that Ireland con-
tinues, and, from the nature of profperity, accelerates
her progrefs in riches and power. It is by the people
at large the acquifition is made: great numbers there-
fore of the lower ranks are daily rifing into wealth and
importance; confequently the immenfe body, which has
deeply imbibed principles inimical to our laws and reli-
gion, muft rapidly gain extenfive influence; to be em-~
ployed, as defigning demagogues fhall direct; who,
flattering vulgar opulence, not confirmed in loyal princi-
ple by ages of ufeful habit, point the power of the
country to deftrutive ends. The religious antipathy
in the meantime operates; lends . pretext to every
{cheme, and gives force to every effort; while the idle
and the vicious, the vain, the enthufiaftick, and the
theoretick, of every religion, or of no religion, fwell
the overpowering multitude of thofe who demand reno-
vation;—a renovation, purfued no doubt from various
motives, and generally plaufible in the commencement,

but approaching every hour, by haftened ftrides, to
total overthrow.

Mobilitate viget, wvirefque acquirit eundo.

Parva metu primo ; mox fefe attollit in auras.

In fuch a ftate of things, no man can be fo unobferv-
ing of human affairs as to fappofe, that the legiflature
could remain ultimately uninfluenced. In the degree -
that general property and influence embrace particular
opmions, men of the fame opinions muft find their way
into the legiflature. What muft follow ? Demands in fa-

vour



vour of democracy become formidable. Demands grant-
ed increafe the power of democracy, and generate new
demands. The power of the democracy becomes irre-
fitible : the antient antipathy to England gains {trength
from that fpirit of rivalry which grows with towering
profperity; and the deftructive wifh for feparation is
prompted by pride as well as by prejudice.

Ireland then become immenfely powerful, and actu-
ated by diftin¢t intereft and diftint patriotifin, feels her-
felf equal to a conteft with Britain: or if prudence,
fuggefting fome difparity, or apprehenfion of a pafty
remaining favourable to Britain, fhould look out for
aid, a powerful foreign nation, near at hand, is per-
petually ready with all its might, to co-operate in the
fubjugation of a power, the objeét of its envy and the
determined foe to its defigns. The feparation of Ire-
land, the downfall of eftablifhment, and the deftruc-
tion of all now held dear by the loyal inhabitants, could
not then be far off: and the elevated profperity of Ire-
land, with her accumulated wealth and power, could
in the end ferve no-other purpofe, than to promote the
ambitious defigns of a malignant enemy, and, in her
own ruin, the more certainly to effect the ruin of Great
Britain;—in the downfall of which great nation, not

“only the loyal proteftants of Ireland would lofe their

grand protector, but the civilized world an example
andkdefencc.

The union of thefe kingdoms in the {ame crown, or
the fame executive prefiding over both, conftitutes a
bond of connexion, which has hitherto been preferved.
But the legiflative power, that which creates law, is

the

&)
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the fupreme power in every ftate: and, in this grand
cffential of ftate, the moft vital and the moft powerful,
thefe kingdoms are diftinét and feparate. - The legifla-
ture of Ircland has emphatically afferted its compleat
diftin¢tnefs, byinfifting on the inftitution of folemn public
acts, which accordingly have been made i in the parlia-
ments of both countries, whereby the entire indepen-
dence of the legiflature of Ireland confhtutes a facred
and irrefragable mutual record.

The legiflature of Ireland, diftinét and independent,
confults by its diftin¢t nature the interefts only of Ire-
land : while the Britifh legiflature, equally diftinét and
independent, confults by its diftinét nature the interefts
only of Great Britain. No doubt, fo far as a fenfe of
the neceffity of preferving the connexion between the
two kingdoms may happen to operate upon the two
legiflatures, each will confult the interefts of the other
country; but from the effential nature of diftinét legif-
latures, fuch attention to mutual intereft muft ultimately
refer to the refpeétive interefts of the kingdoms for which
they refpectively legiflate. In the degree therefore in
whichthe views of the feparate legiflatures, refpeting the
intercfts of their refpective countries, happen from time
to time to-be incompatible, the legilatures, that is, the
refpettive fupreme powers, muft ac in oppofition to
each other. Such interefls refpeét not merely a pro-
grefs in national wealth, but right, and privilege, and
every good, real or imaginary, which can gratify the fenti-
ments.and raife the dignity of a nation. The more im-
portant the interefts from which arife incompatible
views, the more ftrenuous and violent muft be the con-
lequent oppofition. The more manifold and compli-

cated
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catéd thofe interefts become, the more frequent and
the more incapable of accommodation the contending
opinions and claims. If increafing wealth and power,
operating as in all paft ages, fhould quicken a jealoufy
of intereft (underftanding intereft in the enlarged fenfe
mentioned) and magnify the national pride and fpirit of
independence, the legiflature, intimately conne@ed with
and flowing from the general community, muft neceffa-
rily imbibe the fame fentiments ; which, co-operating
with the other caufes, cannot fail to ripen into deftruc-
tive effett all the feeds of difpute, difcord, hoftility,
and feparation.

Surely no rational man will deny that hiftory, obfef-
vation, and experience, demonﬁra;e this to be the na-
ture of man and the neceffary tendency of human af-
fairs.

It would be an idleas well as tedious difplay, to
take the volume of hiftory, and extract the innumera-
ble inftances there recorded, which prove, that in
whatever degree provinces or ftates, conneted with,
or dependent upon a parent or fuperioar ftate, have ac-
quired power and independence, they have difcovered
difcontent with'their connexion, and a defire to become
perfectly diftinét ftates; and that whenever that power
and independence have grown fo great as to enable
fuch provinces or ftates, by their own mere vigour, or
with accidental aid, to effect their purpofe, they have
conftantly afferted their perfect diftinétnefs, and formed
themielves into feparate ftates.

The
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‘The 'ffepara—tion- of the colonies, now the united ftates
of North America, from Great Britain, furnifhes an -
applicable inftance. 'While they were weak and de-
pendent, while a fenfe of their need of the care and
protection of the parent country prevailed, no difficul-
ties embarrafled the connexion; no diftinétnefs of inter-
eft, no provincial pride, pointed tq dependence and fe-
paration : and yet, the rights afferted and the powers
exercifed by the legiflature of England, and afterwards
of Great Britain, over the colonies, had long been
more authoritative, and more inconfiftent with the in-
dependence of their affemblies,* than thofe which af-
terwards fupplied the occafion of the unhappy conteft
that ended in feparation. Thofe who knew the colo-
nies intimately, were aware long before the rupture,
that the advanced ftate of profperity at which they had
arrived, with the proud {pirit of independence which
it produced, and which from time to time had ftrongly
manifefted itlelf, tended powerfully to the ultimate dif-
{olution of the connexion : and feveral plans, among
others, plans of union, were fuggefted for the purpofe
of preventing it; a modification of fome one of which
might have been adopted, had not untoward circum-
ftances hurried on the important event. It is not meant
either to contend for the right of taxation which Great

Britain afferted, or to juftify the colonies in the refufal

of every fpecifick plan of contribution to the general
expence of the empire :—the cafe was difficult;—claims
and fuppofed interefts interfered;—and the confequen-
ces followed which might have been apprehended. But
the inflance is adduced,. 1f {fo recent an inftance were

neceflary

* Sce Pownall's adminiftration of the Colonies, ch. s,
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neceffary to demonftrate, that the connexion between
ftates, not compleatly incorporated, and not identified in.
intereft, becomes precarious and mortal, whenever the
inferior ftate advances fo far in profperity, as to af-
fert independeiice, and to rival the fuperiour ftatein
power.* '

-

It is not eafy to imagine two connefted ftates to
‘which this reafoning applies more conclufively than to
Geeat Britain and Ireland. They are great and pow-
erful ftates; which have vaft, and many, and various
connexions and tranfations with each other and with
the reft of the world; therefore their interefts are im-
portant, manifold, and complicated; and confequent-
ly, the probabilities of incompatible opinions in their
feparate and independent legiflatures, refpeting dif
tinét national interefts, muft be numerous and weighty;
and in the degree that thefe ftates advance in greatnef;
and power, fuch probabilities become multiplied and
approach to certainty. Conceive inftances of this dan-
gerous nature to have frequently recurred, and that in
confequence an invidious and hoftile difpofition has
been .created  Every plan of accommodation by fure

* The feparation of the Colonies from Great Britain has happily not
proved fatal to either country; perhaps has not adtually injured either,

" excepting the temporary evils of the lamented war : the diftant fitua-

tion of the United States has preferved them from becoming the prey
of the ambitious power which promoted their feparation, as well as
from becoming in the hands of that power an inftrument of deftruction
to the parent country. But Ireland, lying clofe to Great Britain,
thiough whom Britain can be deftroyed, upon whom if abandoned
France fixes her talons—licland, fo fituated, finks for ever, and Great
Britain finally along with her.

il confequence
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confequence alarms fufpicibﬁ, and inflames pride;
the facility of conftant diffenfion meceffarily follows g

and then an unfailing ground is laid for the fuccelsful

intriguing of foreign and domeflick enemies, who in
the meantime will not have negleéted, asoccafion fa-
voured, to promote difcord and diforder, as the fure
means of the grand fcheme of feparation.*

In this ftate of the co-equal fupreme authorities of
thefe connelted yet independent ftates, the Britifh le-
giflature may determine that a mighty effort is neceffary
to be made againft the alarming attempts of an ambiti
ous foe. Admit that the views of feparate and inde-
pendent legiflatures, now involved in diffenfions, fhould
be repugnant on a matter fo effential to the exiftence of
the Empire. 'What muft follow: ? Either Britain muft
fubmit to whatever terms am ambitious power fhall im=
pofe, or the muft maintain alone the caufe of the Em-
pire. In the firft cafe, obvious deftruftion quickly
fucceeds. In the latter ¢afe, it would be impoffible to
permit Ireland to remain neutral :—her power increaf~
ing with rapidity; her people too generally infeéted
with antient hatred repeatedly revived; demagogues
through every clafs of fociety malicioufly a&tive to make
the occafion fatal; emiffaries of the enemy concerting

#* In the feven United Provinees, the French, ever artful and in-
triguing whatever form they affume, had been long bufy in promoting
difcord among the {tates. Thofe (lates in which the burghers chiefly
prevailed, were fet in fierce oppolfition to thofe in which the Stadtholder
and the nobles chiefly had influence ; and by degrees their contefts, in-
flamed by incendiarics, fo diftrated the national councels and efforts,
that they have at lafk become wretched and repentant vitims to
French ambition.

deftruétive
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deftru&tive plans with the difaffected ;—thele fure cir

~cumitances muft neceffarily, if not prevented by Great

Britain, urge the country beyond the line of netitrali-
ty, and add its power to the powet of the ememy.
Civil conteft enfues, with certainly a train of fad cala-
mity, and if Britain thould fail, as certainly the ruin of
beth kingdoms.

This is a ftrong inftance ; but in the progrefs in na-
tional profperity of thefe kingdoms, many inftances
muft from time to time occur, tendihg as certainly,
though perhaps not fo immediately, to hoftility, fepa-
ration, and deftrultion. We know that at prefent Ire-
land enjoys her commerce with the Britith colonies,
plantations and fettlements on the exprefs condition, that
whatever duties, fecurities, regulations, and reftricti-
ons, the Britifh legiflature fhall from time to time think
propet to adopt, refpeting the commerce of Great
Britain with the Britifh colonies, plantations and fet-
tlements, fhall be adopted alfo by the legiflature of
Ireland, refpelting the' commerce of Ireland with
the fame colonies, plantations and fettlements. We
alfo know that on many occafions the fole and exclufive
right of the Irifh parliament to legiflate for Ireland in
all cafes whatfoever, has been afferted in the parlia-
ment of Ireland, in the higheft tone of proud md in-
dependence; and that the right of the Britith legifla-
ture to interfere actually or virtually, in any cafe what-

foever; with the legiflature of Ireland, has been re-

probated with indignation. The progrefs of Ireland in
thofe acquifitions which invigorate the {pirit of indepen-
dence, may moft probably induce the people and par-
Liament of Ireland to confider, and confequently to re-

B 2 je&,



jeft, as inimical to their interefts, and as inconfiftent
with independence, the duties, regulations and reftric-
tions alluded to, which new _and various- circum-
ftances may lead the parliament of Great Britain
to adopt, and which the {pirit of jealoufy and rivalry
may more probably attribute to an invidious difpefition
in the Britifh legiflature, direted againft the interefts
of Ireland, than to neceffity and found policy. What
confequences enfue ? Great Britain refufes the valuable
privilege of trading to and from her colonies, plarita-
tions and fettlements ; proud independent and power-
ful Ireland infifts upon the privilege as an indifputable
right, and continues the important commerce: Great
Britain, as proud independent and powerful refifts the
exercife of the alleged right:—a train of events end-
ing in deftrution neceflarily follows.

Nay farther. Inferring from experience, it may be
pronounced, that Great Britain in her imperial courfe,
if not prevented by events to be ever deprecated, will
extend her Empire and acquire new fields of exclufive
commerce. Thefe advantages will be attended with
terms and compacts, refting upon the fanction, and ul-
timately modelled by the wifdom of parliament. In the
meantime, diftinct interefts, guided by legiflatures dif-
tin&t and every day viftually more independent, gene-
rate frequent commercial jealoufies. - The terms and
compacts in thofe new cafes, agreed to and confirmed
by the parliament of Great Britain, may,. nay, muft, of-
ten militate with the views of {eparate intereft, and the
diftin¢t national prejudices, of the parliament of Ireland.
At the fame time party leaders of every defcription,
whetheractuated by ambition, enthufiafin, or difaffe@ion,

magnify
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‘magnify and inflame difagreement. Ireland muft yield,
‘and thereby acknowledge dependence; or the two
ftates muft be committed. The confequences, it is
plain, would either immediately or by fure gradati-
ons, involve the feries of deftrution we are folicitous to”
prevent.

Auother point of view may be fuggefted. A fpirit of’
* reform appears to have taken pofleffion of the minds of
great numbers in this country, even of many who are
fincerely attached to our conftitution civil and religious.
The meafure of reform has been occafionally propofed
in the legiflature of Great Britain 3 and there are many
refpectable charaters in that country who think that
fome reform, in a lefs turbulent and more aufpicious
feafon, might be ufefully adopted. In Great Britain,
from the union of the people, from the general attach-
ment to the eftablithed laws and religion, and from the
deep and fteady intereft which all ranks feel in the pre-
fervation of their conftitution, it is morally certain, that
whatever reform may take place there, will be: mode-
rate, cautious, and conftitutional. Butin Ireland, where
the principles of jacobinifm have been fo deeply imbibed
and {o extenfively propagated, and where the antipa-.
thies of contending felts, and the jealoufy of Englith
dominion, have fo long fermented in the community,
there is powerful reafon to apprehend, that, the opini-
ons of a diftin¢t nation influencing a diftin¢t legiflature,
the mdependence of the parliament of Ireland would ex-
hibit itfelf, in the adoption of a reform, different from
that in Great Britain. - Reform, by its own nature, has
2 tendency to beget reform ; but among an unfteady
people, not ftrongly attached to eftablithed laws, it pro-
pagates
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pagates more rapidly and more daringly. The nataral
«confequence of fuch progrefs muft be, that the reforms
of the two ftates, would in due courfe {o far diverge, as
neceffarily to produce the feparation which our eneimies
purfue, but which we anxioufly feek to avoid.

This may perhaps be anfwered by fuggefting, that
the oppofition parties in the two ligiflatures have very
well underftood each other on the fubjeét of reform;
and that they not only concerted together the means of
carrying their purpofe in a parliamentary way, but the
oppofition in England were employed to take up the
caufe of the Irifh confpiracy in the Britith parliament,
whereby, had they fucceeded in their profefled views, -
the rebellion would have gained countenance and
ftrength, refiftance on the part of the executive would
have been retarded and weakened, Ireland might have
been loft, and Great Britain at laft have become a vic-
tim to the fchemes of jacobinifm. A proof this, as de-
monftrative as matters of a political nature admit, that
{eparate and independent legiflatures in one Empire,
tend to difunion and weaknefs, muft often prove embar-
raffing and dangerous, and, in a period of great political
movement among furrounding nations, may occafion ac-
tual deftruction. Think but for 2 moment on the lead-
ing circumftances of thefe two kingdoms :—fo peculiarly
fituated on the maps of Europe; fo flightly conneéted,
yet fo effentially diftinét; fo different in the prevailing
through the fame in the eftablithed religion ; fo expofed
to machinations at home and to hoftilities from abroad ;
but particularly, the inferior country, hitherto depen-
dent, now fo progreflive in power and independence ;—
and then fay, is it poffible, from all that we know of

. the
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~the hiftory and natute of man, to conceive that,

without a miracle, two kingdoms fo circumftanced,

can continue long in any amicable or ufeful connexion,
or can avoid ultimately a hoftile feparation.

Great Britain and Ireland, all the loyal are agreed,

ought to be one in the enjoyment of the fame conftitu-

tion, and one in a common intereft : and in truth, it has
béen the regret of the beft friends to Ireland, that
whether from a lefs advanced ftate of fociety, or from
the unhappy difference in religion, or from whatever
caufes, the Britith conftitution has not been fo com-
pleatly enjoyed, or fo compleatly operative, here as in
Great Britain; and we all-know that the interefts of the
two countries, have been too gemerally confidered and
alted uwpon, as diftint and evem incompatible. But
while the legiflatures, the fupreme powers in the two
nations, remain feparate and independent, no common
fyltem can poffibly operate to preferve a common inte-
reft, and to fupport and improve a common conftitution.
Separate legiflatures therefore, differently connefted,
and differently interefted, muft neceffarily, fo far as they
ar¢ independent, adopt different views and fentiments
on th¥fe leading points. And accordingly, within a
few years paft, while virtual dependence {till remained,
though no doubt confiderably weakened, we have
found this conclafion palpably verified on two impor-
tant occafiens ; and what is remarkable, thofe occafions
occurred ‘after, and not very long after, the repeal of
the Britith ftatute which declared the right of the Britith
legiflature to bind Irelaud, and the renunciation of the
rightitfelf. The fizlt of thofe differences of decifion in
the two legiflatures, was upon a fubjett of commercial

compalt,



e - uarSabiitiaata e &y o e LRl gl e wm
- » g ; ’ R i,
'

32 e

“compact and regulation, which, if it could have been
eftected, would, in the opinion of thofe who beft under-
ftand the interefts of this country, and who were moft
attached to the connexion between the two kingdoms,
have materially contributed to prevent the dangers of
difunion, and to promote mutual cordiality and benefit.
But the fubjet being of a nature which neceflarily led
to the difcuflion of the diftin& intereft, and the conftitu~
tional rights and independence of Ireland, and confe-
quently a fubjet into which jealoufy and pride eafily
intruded, party {pirit, fupported by a zealous popula-
rity, had full opportunity to operate, and fucceeded in
defeating a meafure of great publick utility. The other
was an occafion of greater moment. But becaufe,
among the leffer cabals of jealoufy and rivalry, it ftands
pre-cminent as a fuccefstul inftance of dangerous advan-
tage taken of a ftate of political weaknefs in Great Bri-
tain, it has been treated lightly as a folitary example :
yet, when fo {oon after the confirmation of the compleat
independence of the Irith legiflature, we find a vaft ma-
jority prepared to commit the executive authority into
the hands of a regency, with powers materially diftinet
from thofe then about to be limited by the Britifh legif~
lature, we rationally conclude, notwithftanding all that
has been faid of the operation of good fenfe and regard
to mutual good, that whenever new occafions fhould
arife, the fame {pirit of independence, grown more
confirmed and vigorous, and actuated by the conftantly
operating motives of ambition, felf-intereft and party
zeal, would impel to fimilarly dangerous conduét, but
probably with deftructive effet. We fay, the fame fpi-
rit of independence ;—becaufe, although it is well
kpown, that the fubfequent conduét of that majority,
: too
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too clearly evinced other motives of adtion, yet, had

the pﬁrliament of Ireland been fubjeé to the fame de-

pendence and controul as formerly, the aét of the Bri-
tith parliament would have bound Ireland in a matter of
fuch imperial concern, and no fuch embarrafling and
alarming event could have taken place : befides, though
an independent {pirit in the individual is always attended
with other valuable qualities, yet, in party commotion,
we often find the meaneft chara&ers rallying round the
ftandard of independence with hollow and deftruétive
views ; juft as, among the jacobin preachers on political
- purity and blifs, we daily fee cold-blooded theorifts,
whofe individual benevolence is wafted in their univerfal
philanthropy. N

Such an unhappy caufe as then made a regency ne-
ceflary might eafily be of very long continuance, during
which wars and confpiracies might eafily afflié the
country. Thefe kingdoms, in the midft of danger and
diftradtion, would then labour under the additional em-
barraflment, of being governed, not only by feparate le-
giflatures, but by diftin¢t and inconfiftent executive au-
thorities : And upon the fame principles which enabled
the legiflature of Ireland, to inveft the regency with
powers diftin& from thofe limited by the legiflature of
Great Britain, a different per/on might be entrufted with
thofe powers, whereby the rage of party would aggra-
vate and enforce all the diftraction and inconfiftency of
diftin¢t legiflative and executive authorities. The occa-
fions for diffenfion between the legiflatures are as nu-
merous as the fubject matters of legiflation which touch
both kingdoms. Such fubjet matters faultiply with the
progrefs of thefe nations and of furrounding ftates ; and

F the
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the probability as well as danger of diffenfion, rife with
the importance of the matter, and in the degree that it
involves the interefts and fentiments of the community.

To the immenfe horde of jacobins and feparatifts, legif- A

lative diffentions give alarming force ; they increafe their
numbers, difunite the loyal, and furnith legalized
ground for intrigue, confpiracy, and all the political ma-
chinations that ultimately threaten the national exiftence.
In the probable recurrence therefore, of differences be-
tween the two legiflatures upon important fubjects, the
moft ftrenuous oppofers of union acknowledge mani-
feft danger to the imperial ftate ; and propofe to guard
againft fuch recurrence by compaéts, which fhall pro-
vide, that whenever the legiflature of Great Britain
fhall adopt certain important meafures, the legiflature
of Ireland fhall be bound to concur: and as a com-
mencement and a fpecimen, an idle and inefficacious bill

was introduced laft feffion, with the profeffed purpofe
of fupplying fuppofed defects in the exifting laws, ref-

pecting the matter of regency, and of preventing in fu-

ture, the poffibility of difference between the two legil-

latures, upon any queftion fimilar to that which fo near-

ly committed thefe kingdoms in 1789. All fuch reme-

dies, however, are as futile as they are inconfiftent

with the now loudly profeflfed principles of thofe who

propofe them, and are calculated for no other purpofe

than to roufe the fpirit of independence into diforder

and violence. By the a& of annexation, the king of

- England enjoys the title and prerogatives of king of Ire-
land by virtue of his being king of England, and the

crown of Ireland is exprefsly united and knit to the im-

perial crown of the realm of England. © Now, as has

been juftly. and incontrovertibly obferved, the crown,

that
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that is, the executive authority ruling the realm of Tre-
land, can be, by virtue of this ac, no other than the ex-
ecutive authority ruling the realm of England ; and son-
fequently, the perfon exercifing that authority in both
realms muft be the fame, and invefted with the fame
prerogatives or powers. ' But the perfon who fhall en-
joy the royal authority, the line of fucceffion in which
it fhall defcend, and the regulation and limitation of its
powers, are fubject to the controul of the Britfh legii-
lature : and therefore, in every new café that can hap-
pen refpeting royalty, the parliament of Ireland, by
the act of annexation, is bound to await the decifion of
the parliament of Great Britain.* - The cafe of regency
was fully provided for. But if any explanation or con-
firmation was wanting, the act of the Irith legiflature in
1782, whereby it is enalted, that no bill fhall pafs
into a law in Ireland unlefs it be returned under the
great feal of Great Britain, was fully adequate to con-
vince the parliament of Ireland, that until the regent
was appointed and invefted by the Britith legiflature,
they could not, confiftently with their own fettled prin-
ciples of connexion, proceed one ftep in the important
bufinefs, but were bound merely to recognife the deci-
fions of the parliament of Great Britain on that {ubject :
and indeed it is remarkable to recolleét, that in the de-
bate on the regency in the year 1789, the force of this
act was, ftrenuoufly urged by a gentleman in office,
whoronthat occafion, acted fuch a manly, difinterefted,

* Sg:qa condenfed demonftrative and cloquent fpeech, delivered by
William Johnfon, Efy; in the debate on the regency bill, laft feflion
of parliament. :
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and loyal part, as then gained him deferved refpect, and:

will ever refle¢t upon him true honour.

¢« His loyalty he kept, his love, his zeal ;
“ Nor number, nor example with him wrought
&« To {werve from truth, or (fhange his conftant mind—*

yet, in defiance of law, remonftrance, and confiftency,
the popular paramount principle, that independent Ire-
land ought not to be bound formally or virtually in any
cafe whatfoever, by the Britifh legiflature, influenced a
full parliamentary affembly of Ireland, feconded by
whatever other motives, to commit to hazard the har-
mony and deareft intereft of both ftates. But we are
notwithftanding, told moft confidently, that this act of
the year 1782 effetually fecures union and connexion
ona firm and lafting bafe, becaufe forfooth it makes the
Britith minifter anfwerable to the Britifh nation, if any
law fhould receive the royal affent in Ireland, which
could in any way injure the empire, be incompatible
with its imperia! interefts, or tend to feparate Ireland.*
The royal negative is a prerogative of a very delicate
nature, and the right has lain fo long unexercised, that
in an ordinary cafe it would have become obfolete and
extinguifhed. Differences may occur between the con-
current determinations of the two houfes of parliament
and the real interefts of the nation, in which the king’s
diffent may rightfully and wfefully intervene for the
publick good : yet even thefe cafes muft be attended
with great clearnefs ; for otherwife, parliament and the
king might be committed in a doubtful ftruggle for pre-
dominance, of the fad effets of which, Great Britain
once had fatal experience. But delicate and dangerous

# The Speaker’s Speech, page 24.
as



7 i

-
e .

37

as muft always be the cafes, wherein this prerogative
interferes between the parliament and the nation, of infi-
nitely greater alarm would any cafe prove, in whichthe
prerogative fhould be called into exercife between the le-
giflatures of the two kingdoms. What would the inde-
pendent legiflature of Ircland regard the refponfibility of
" the Britith minifter ? How eafily could they vote any
man an enemy to his country, who fhould dare tofupport
the right of the crown of England, or the right of the
minifter to advife the crown, to fupprefs the concurrent
determination of both houfes of the parliament of Ire-
land, as they formerly voted any man an enemy to his
country, who fhould dare to enforce the right of the
tithe of agiftment, whereby the burthen was thrown
upon the potatoes of the poor, in that great province
where grazing has chiefly prevailed ? The very cir-
cumftance, of the Britith minifter advifing his majefty to,
refufe the royal affent to a bill paffed by the Irith parlia-
ment, would inevitably inflame the legiflature, and roufe
the nation of Ireland. Would the Britith minifter be
acknowledged a better or fitter judge of the intereft of
Ireland, or even of imperial interefts, than the co-equal
and independent legiflature of Ireland? Would not
the minifter be rather reprefented as alting under the
influence of the Britith legiflature, as facrificing the in-
terefts of Ireland to thofe of Britain, and as infulting the
dignity and independence of a diftinét kingdom ?
Would there be no pfeudo-patriots, no factious dema-
gogues in_parliament, and no jacobin {eparatifts and
confpiraters out of parliament, ready to fan the flame,
and to haften the conflagration of two great ftates ? It
would be idle to purfue farther a matter {o palpable.

But, the weaknefs of the confident conclufion alleded
to,
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to, as well as of {everal others, of an extraordinary na=
ture, delivered to parliament in a high tone of popular
authority®, has been ingenioufly expofed by an able
member of parliament, who early fupported with manly
eloquence, in the face of prejudice, the utility of legif-
lative union.+ It is evident, however, that the com-
palts and provifions whereby the legiflature of Ireland
fhould be bound to adopt the alts of the Britith legifla-
ture, mult be as wide as the whole fphere of imperial
concerns 3 for otherwife, whatever remained would
leave the two legiflatures fo far expofed to all-the con-
fequences of difference, upon the. innumerable and
weighty imperial concerns which muft arife in the jm-
perial and diftinét progrefs of two powerful, proud, and
independent kingdoms. -But, to adopt fuch remedies,
would be, to make Ireland virtually a dependent pro-
vince of. the empire, limited to its own internal legifla-
tion 3 and in truth, they would foon effeét no other pur-
pofe, than to produce new and more alarming differen-
ces, and furnifh opportunities to the multitude of fepa-
ratifts, to perpetuate their defigns : for, it is inconfift-
ent with the plaineft reafon, that as Ireland advances
in riches and power, her fentiments of dignity and in-
dependence will become lefs vivid and active ; or that

* Among others—that, becaufe it ha
Biitifh conftitution, that
feveral branches of the fu
be necefiary,

s been found ufeful in the
to the creation of law, the concurrence of
me legillatare or fupreme authority fhould
therefore it may be uwiclul, that in the fame empire or
ftate fhould exift two fupreme and indcpendcntauthotities, equally

invcﬂedl with the powér of making law in all refpedts whatfoever,
This furely needs only to be announced.

+ See a review of a publication, entitled

s the Speech of the Right
Hon. John Fofter, by William Smith, Iy,

the
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the legiflature, which, under the influence of national

~ fentiment, formerly commanded the repeal of the fixth

of George the firft, would not contend for the honour,
and the paramount right, of deciding on all the effen-
tial concerns of the Imperial ftate, equally with the le-
giflature of Great Britain.

Let it not be faid (it is too offenfive to the plaineft un-
derftanding) that good fenfe and mutual intereft and
affeCtion have fecured and will ever {fecure the con-
nexion and harmony of thefe kingdoms.* The degree
of good fenfe and benevolence floating in any commu-
nity, would operate to very little effe, in preferving -
the harmony or even the exiftence of an individual ftate,
if there was not a fupreme authority vefted in fome
part of it, fufficiently powerful to enforce neceffary
regulations, and to deter or regrefs the deftructive ef-

forts of folly, paffion, and vice. Still lefs can good fenfe

and fleeting fentiment fecure, or have they ever fecur-
ed, the harmony of diftint ftates, which happen to be
fo fituated or related, that queftions of national in-
tereft, and diftinét national claims, make frequent fub-
je&s for difcuffion and adjuftment. The legiflature of
Ireland has adopted: the exifting navigation laws en-
atted by the Britith legiflature, and the parliament of
Great Britain has permitted the importation of colonial
produce fromIreland, therefore we are affured that all
fubje@s of jealoufy and contention are for ever done
away, and that every thing which human wifdom can
devife has been effected for the perpetual fecurity of

* Sece the Speaker’s Speech page 51,
out
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our connexion. But thefe acts of the refpeétive Iegii-'-
latures have effe¢ted no more than daily takes place be-
tween ftates which happen to be in amity, but between
which incompatible interefts and inveterate antipathy
create frequent and bitter wars. Regulations, appa-
rently for mutual intereft, are agreed upon and ratified.
They may be obferved for a long time, and produce
mutnal benefit; but when new cafes arife, contending
interefts occur, or different parties ruley the fabrick of
amity diffolves, and diffenfion and hoftility rage uncon-
fined. That government muft furely be acknowledged
beft, which provides for the moft and worft contingen-
cies, and which moft effe¢tually guards againft the
diforders produced by human paffions. Every day, new
fubjelts of difference, and calling for adjuftment, muft
by neceflity arife between great and diftinét nations,
whofe fituations involve them in many important rela-
tions; and in every ofe of thefe differences muft as
neceflarily mingle all the plottings and workings of
ambition, party fpirit, felf intereft, and wicked cun-
ning. Identity of intereft and identity of dominion and
controul, therefore, can alone permanently preferve
the harmony and connexion of great and independent
ftates. 'The inftances of diffenfion and incompatible
pretenfions, which have occurred within the few years
of declared independence, proclaim aloud the danger of
future difcord : the progrefs of thefe nations accumu-
lates matter for difcord : fociety is every where impreg-
' nated with principles hoftile to political harmony : and
an enemy bent upon our ruin, watches, and will ever
watch the moments of our weaknefs and difunion. It

would
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would be the madnefs of folly not to defcry and
pervent the danger before deftruction becomes inevi-

table.

In whatever contentions in parliament from time tQ
time take place, the felf intereft and the influence
of the fuperior country muft, nay aually do, confti-
tute the fubjects for refiftance and popular harﬁ.ngue.
The more independent and powerful the inferiojfr coun-
try, the more univerfally and fatally national intereft
and national &ead become neceffarily roufed, by this
perpetually, reécurring caufe of difcontent and difunion ;
efpecially when inflamed by all thofe afts which the po-
litical adventurer and the factious demagogue employ,
and which in no former days were employed with more
deftructive effe€t. Have ancient caufes, in barbarous
time, created hate 7 Have mutual injuries occafionally
revived and aggravated antipathy ? All are vicioufly
difplayed, painted with invidious colouring, and convert-
ed into pretexts, for infufing and diffeminating, every
opinion and principle, baneful to ufeful or permanent
connexion.

Who can pretend to be blind to the effects which
muft follow to two diftinct and powerful nations, whofe
deepeft intereft requires that they fhould uniformly aét
as one, but between whom, in former times, fo many
fad caufes of offence and rancour fubfifted, and in

whofe independent claims, various purfuits, and in-'

creafing greatnefs, lurk fo many contingencies fruitful
of difcord ?

el The
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The uniformly operating principles of our nature
affure us, that the jealoufy of diftinét intereft will pro-
greflively aggravate thefe alarming tendencies. Thar
jealoufy has frequently been roufed, as we have all feen,
and as we have been affured by the leading oppofer of
Union. That jealoufy muft increafe (as we have been
told by the fame authority) with two independent legif=
latures’y ‘it muft ftill farther increafe as the objeéts of
intereft 'become more numerous and important; and,
national intereft is {o interwoven with political regula-
tion, that common fenfe concurs withhe fame autho-
rity in concluding, that without a united intereft, poli-
tical union will receive many fhocks, and feparation of
intereft muft threaten feparation of connexion.

What can prevent a progrefs of this nature from
terminating in deftrution, but an overbearing influence,
whichin its turn, creates new difguft, indifpofitions to
mutual amity, and - prevents the two kingdoms from
gaining the full effect of thofe advantages with which
nature and cultivation have fupplied them.

'If, however, compleat Union cannot be effeted,
the only hope then remaining for the permanericy of our
connexion is, that the virtual dependence of the legif-
lature of Ireland upon the legiflature of Great Britain
may be inviolably fecured. The executive, as has
been obferved, is no doubt the immediate inftrument
to fecure that dependence; but the executive can adt’
only by the aid and under the controul of the fupreme
power, the legiflature of the ftate: and it is too plain
for controverfy, that unlefs the legiflature of Ireland
had been ultimately controuled by the fupreme power

of
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of Great Britain, and rendered to all fubftantial effeét
dependent, Ireland could not have beep preferved in
that connexion which has been deemed neceflary to
the well being and even exiftence of both kingdoms.
Party rage, joined to popular commotion, and aided by
foreign intrigue and power, muft in fome of the many
periods of difficulty, have long fince produced fepara-
tion, or fuch fubjetion as is totally inconfiftent with
any degree of publick profperity.

But the growth of this country has been {uch, as at
length to refift and fpurn dependence. ‘It has rivalled
the fuperiour, or as it may fubftantially be called, the
Parent Country, and has claimed, almoft enforced, 2
perfe@ equality of rights: and the legiflatures are
now profeffedly and by folemn declaration compleatly
independent, and, if fuch an expreflion can properly
be ufed, equally fupreme. There is therefore no right-
ful dependence whatfoever, no avowed regular means
by which to preferve the neceflary dependence; and
confequently, the means to be ufed muft be irregular,
unjuftifiable, and offenfive, and fuch as cannot fail to
furnifh additional caufes of difcontent and diffenfion.
The growth of diftiné Ireland in power, muft certain-
ly render this dependence the more precarious, and
confequently, render means more powerful neceflary.
Ireland, advancing in power and dignity, could not but
feel and act as all other nations have felt and acted in
fimilar fituations. Her people, through all their ranks,
would ‘imbibe the fpirit of refiftance. We are well
aware how, and by whom, the occafion would be im-

proved ; and looking at the prefent transformed ftate
G2 of
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of furrounding nations, we cannot think on-the confe-
quences without the deepeft anxiety.

To whatever fide we turn, we are affailed by new
difficulties and diftrattions, and can find no ground on
which to build a ftable hope of lafting and ufeful
connexion, while the fupreme authorities in the impe-
rial ftate remain diftin&t. But by a Union of the two
legiflatures, liberally and wifely adjufted, in which the
effence and form of the Britith conftitution fhould be
compleatly preferved, every ground for recurrence to
former offences and annimofities, or to their unhappy
effe@s, and all jealoufy arifing from diftiné& national
intereft and diftinét national pride; would be for ever
done away. - The only influence then to be exercifed, -
would be that of the executive, flowing from and main-
tained by the conftitution, for the purpofe of preferv-
ing the neceffary equipoife of the feveral powers and
orders of the one great ftate, and of carrying on with
promptitude and effe® the neceflary meafures of
national concern. There could not then be diftinét
laws for different parts of the fame Empire; but in
like manner as the great {ecurity of the civil liberty of
the fubject, under the Britith Conftitution, confifts in
this unalterable fa¢t, that whatever laws the members
of the legiflature enat, bind themfelves and all their
interefts and connexions, equally with thofe for whom
they legiflate, {6 the laws to be enated in the common
legiflature, could not bind or affe&t any diftri¢t or di-
vifion of the united kingdoms exclufively, but mufk
equally affect all and every part, and by uniform ope-
ration, produce not a diftin but a common intereft 5
and in conformity with the opinion of the late Do&or

Franklin,
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Franklin, refpefting Great Britain and the colonies,
we might expec, ¢ that by fuch a Union the people of
« Great Britain and the people [of Ireland] would
« Jearn to confider themfelves, not as belonging to dif-
« ferent communities with different interefts, but to one
« community with one intereft; which would contribute
& to ftrengthen the whole, and greatly leffen the danger
« of future feparations.”*

The members to pe fent by Ireland to the common
legiflature of the two kingdoms, would be confiderably
lefs in number than the prefent legiflature of Ireland;
the members for the commons, as we have now good
reafon to believe, would be chiefly, if not entirely,
chofen by the counties and great towns; while the
lords of parliament would be chofen by the great body
of the nobility: the reprefentaticn ‘for Ireland there-
fore, would contain at once, the higheft birth the moft
independent property, the beft education, and the firft
abilities. Such a number of leading charatters, deeply
interefted in the welfare of the country, and placed on
fo confpicuous a theatre, could not fee, with indif-
ference or without refiftance, any attempts of palpa-
ble partiality or injuftice: and truly, any attempts of
fuch a nature muft be palpable indeed; for, what would
they be ? They would be attempts in a-common legii-
lature, to aét the part of a feparate, nay hoftile legiflature:
and certainly, great ingenuity as well as great violence
would be neceflary, to enalt laws, calculated to ceokenssa %W _
one third of the commonterritory, for the purpofeof ferv=
ing the remaining part. Indeed fucha {yftem feems to be

~ * See his Letter to Governor Shirley, dated 22nd Dec. 1754

impoffible



impoffible in its own nature : for, fo nearly fimilar, in

all the leading features and circumftances, has nature

formed and placed thefe iflands, that it is not in hus
man power to frame a regulation, which fhould ferve
Great Britain at large, and which would not alfo ferve
Ireland at large, or a regulation which fhould differve
Ireland ‘at large, and which would not differve Great
Britain at large. No doubt laws could be conceived
which might ferve fome particular town or towns, dif-
trict or diftricts, of either country, to the detriment of
the great remaining part of both countries.  But in a
parliament compofed of the leading interefts of the
united kingdoms, in which fo many of the moft liberal
and enlightened characters of the age would always act
a commanding part, it is not in human credulity to be-
lieve, that the local intereft, the narrow policy, of a
particular town or diftri&, could influence the lords
and commons, in violation of reafon, in defiance of
opinion, in deftruction of the common intereft, and in
diminution of national ftreugth, to confpire in faci-
ficing the great to the little, the whole to a part.

All reafoning from what the parliament of Great

Britain has done, or would probably do, as a fepa-’

rate legiflature, is totally inapplicable to the prefent
fubject, even if all were founded that has been invidi
oufly infinunated.

- W=l fuch cafes, a feparate legiflature guards and
promotes a feparate intereft; and the laws deemed par-
tial, operate by way of privilege and protettion, in fa-
vour of the fubjets of a diftinét kingdom, as againft a
foreign ftate, fo far as a diftin& intereft is concerned.

But.
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"Bt a united parliament can have no feparate intereft to
confult. - The whole united people of Great Britain
and Ireland become the fubjelts of its legiflative care:
in its compofition would be found not only the proper
reprefentation of Ireland, but alfo many refpetable
reprefentatives for Great Britain, as deeply interefted
in their own property for the peculiar welfare of Ire-
land as for that of Great Britain : the fubject matters to
be difcuffed would be fubje&s of common intereft,
could be prefented only in that form, and muft pre-
clude all invidious debate as between diftin¢t flates :
while the frequency of deliberation on the common in-
tereft of the fubjects of both iflands, could not fail, ope-
rating by the fure principle of habit, to create and
ftrengthen in the legiflature, the fentiment and prindi-
ple of a common intereft, and by neceflity diffufe the
fentiment and principle through the conftituent body,
the whole ynited community.

Two mighty inftances indeed have been vehemently
urged and idly repeated, not of partial laws, but of
Jaws unjuftly, as itis faid, and in breach of faith, en-
atted as againft Scotland in the parliament of Great
Britain; and thefe are relied on as proof, that the in-
terefts of Ireland as well as of Scotland, would be fa-
crificed after a Union, to the iaterefts of England.
But thefe inftances have been fo clearly and repeatedly
proved to be unfounded, that is-sweuld be tedious, as
it is unneceflaryy..to repeat, or to add to, the refuta-
tion. It may be proper however to remark, that from
the part taken by the Scotch members of parliament in
the matter of the malt tax, it cannot eafily be thewn, that

they were indifferent to the interefts of their particular
' countrys;



eountry; nor in truth can it be fhewn, that in any
matter in which the interefts of Scotland have come in-
to difcuffion, the Scotch reprefentatives have not ftre-
nuoufly fupported them. The proceeding on the occa-
fion of the malt tax proves to have been merely an ef-
fort of the then oppofition, to give to a quibble more
effect than to fubftantial and equal juftice. ‘The act
which placed Scotland on the fame footing as England
in refpect to the law of high treafon; is acknowledged
by thofe who invidioufly adduce it, to have been for
the benefit of Scotland ; while on examination it ap-
pears to have been enafted'in exa& purfuance of an
article of the Union. We may therefore, in oppofi-
tion to modern calumny, continue to give credit to the
moft refpectable hiftorians of the times fubfequent to
the Union, who concur in teftimony, to the good faith
and impartiality of the parliament of Great Britain in
obfervance of the compaét, as well as to the many and
lafting benefits which have refulted to Scotland from
the Union, notwithftanding the gloomy and inflamma-

tory forebodings (long fince falfified) of Lochart,
Fletcher and Lord Belhaven.

The leader of the oppofition to Union is {o fenfible of
the failure of all fuch inftances in proving a breach of
compaét, that, in the whole of his long {peech, he pre-
tends not to adduce or to fupport one: and even when

~ he attempts to fhew dwedey that by the income tax the ar-

ticles of Union are virtually broken, 4atdac difavows any
mfinuation that the meafure is a breach of any article of
the Union, or that it was intended to evade it.* The

* Speaker’s Speech, page g6.
‘ weaknefs
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weaknefs and futility of his endeavour to fhew that by
this meafure the articles of union are virtually broken,
ferve to confirm rather than weaken onr reliance on a
united legiflature. He fays, that by annihilating the
meafure of a land tax, another is raifed by the name of
the income tax. But the land tax js not apnihilated ; it
remains fubftantially as it was ; it is merely difpofed of
in order to raife a large principal fum for the exigencies
of the ftatc; and whether the proprigtor of an eftate
purchafes in, or continues to pay the tax, is tq all real
effect the fame. But if it jwere gnnihilated, the effett
would be the fame in Scotland as in England : the tax
according to the proportions agreed on at the mpion

~would be done away as to both countries : and all other

taxes, whateyer they were or might be, would remain
the fame. But how the annihilation of the Jand tax,

_fnppg@g it anpibilated, produced the income tax, is

moft inconceivable. The large fum arifing from the
fale of the land tax, we fhould more naturally expeét,
would have precluded the neceflity of the income tax ;
for the income tax has not been raifed to pay the inter-
elt of loans, or in any refpect to ftand in the place of
erdinary taxes, but is exprefsly adopted in place of a
loan, and fo far to preclude the peceffity of loan or of

. permanent taxes. The propofition therefore is as incon-

Giftent 2s it is pnfounded, and by the by is equally ir-

-relevant, ‘Thelands of Scotland, by the articles.of Uni-

on, were, he fays, to pay only oae-fortieth of the Bri-
tith land tax; but he adds, an income tax has taken
place; and income arifes out of land ; and eftimating
Scotland in her income at one-eighth of England, her
lands will therefore pay henceforward one-eighth in-

fead of one-forticth of what thofe of Eaglend de.

H Now,



s ‘50

Now, in order to give any femblance of rcafon to this
argument, it muft be previoufly fhewn that the propor-
tion of land tax for Scotland, was at the Union, moft
abfurdly and unjuftly, adopted as the ratio of al.l_qotﬁer
taxes to be paid by Scotland ; for no tax was ever in-
vented, or can be conceived, which is not paid out of
“income; and whether a man pays a certain amount, by
the name of an income tax, in the form of one-tenth of
his revenues, or in the form of taxes upon confumption,
window lights, hearth money, or the like, makes not
to common fenfe the flighteft difference. But we know,
for we are accurately informed by the hiftorians of that
day, that the proportion of land tax was not adopted as
the ratio of other contributions, but was merely a re-

gulation of that particular‘ tax then fubfifting in Englaud,

adopted according to circumftances, Many objettions

had been made as to the different modes in the twa
eountries of valuing the. lands, of fetting them, of the
payment of rents, and of levying and paying in the
fums charged upon land ; which rendered it difficult
to adjuft this tax equitably by any rate or valuation
and therefore, to accommodate all differences, and to
Tmooth the way for fo defirable a purpofe as they were
about to accomplifh, the commiffioners agreed that, as
to this particular tax, whenever it fhould be laid on,
Scotland {hould pay a certain fixed fum, inthe event of
England paying another certain fum, and fo in propor-
tion. But this mode of regulating a particular tax was
never till now dreamt of as a ftandard for regulating
any other taxes, whether called cuftoms, excife, affefs-
ment, or contributions of income. Be the land tax ex-
ifting or annihilated, difpofed of for a principal fum, or
remaining as a tax with government, all other taxes re-

main
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main as before, and regulated in the long ufed and ac-
knowledged way. This infinuation therefore, or difa-
vowal of an infinuation, inftead of ferving, mars- the
purpofe for which it is infinuated.

There is no reafon then for apprehenfion, that the le-
giflature of a great nation, like united Britain and Ire-
land, ‘would facrifice the interefts of one great and ef
fential part to thofe of another ; nor, if the apprehen-
fion were rational, can it be conceived, that the execu-
tive could countenance fuch abfurd fchemes, evidently
deftructive of the well-being and fafety of the whole
over which it prefides, and tending to weaken as well
as degrade the government : but even'if the vicious
folly were poflible, a penetrating and a&ive oppofition,
joiried to the members for the great portion of the ftate,
againft which the weak ‘and wicked confpiracy would
be formed, muft expofe.and defeat fuch wild ate
tempts. ‘

In the prefent ftate of connexion indeed, which be-
comes neceflarily more flight and precarious as Ireland
becomes mighty, mighty to deftroy as well as to fup-
port Great Britain, it’ would not be furprifing if the
Britith legiflature’ were to confider the intereft of the
two countries as incompatible. = An invidious {pirit has
been long carefully kept alive among wus; and, what-
ever has been fuppofed to ferve the interefts of Great
Britainy has been generally reptefented, for that reafon,
as banmeful to the interefts of Ireland. Hence the cry
for pon-importation agreements, and the demands of
prohibitory duties, hoftile bounties, and the like ; which,
fo far as carried into prattice, have hurt out own valu-

H 2 able
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able exports in a far greitér degree than they have dis ~ '
minifhed the imports from Britain § and at the fame= |
time have been produétive of jealoufy and hoftile regu=-
lations on the other fidet a fpirit and a condué of the -
part of both, no doubt, almoft equally deftruive.*

But if we confider the political principles, peculiarly
inimical to Britain and the Britifls conftitution, fo fedu=-
loufly propagated, which have not only poffeffed the
unthinking maf$ of our people, but have put in metion
fo many of the educated; if 'we add the unfortunately
divided ftate ‘of this country as to religion ; and then
review the deftrudtive progréfs of France through Eu-
rope, and recollect her malignity to Britain 2s the grand
obftacle to her defigns ; can any rational underftunding
conclude, that it remains the intereft of Great Britain,
to regard the intereflt of Ireland as her own, and toufe
every mean- for the promotion of a diftin¢t profperity,
which neceflarily conferring power, may ultimately ex-
alt an implacable foe, upon the ruins of that grand fyf-
tem of civilizatiom, which it has coft induftry, wifdom,
and patriotifm;, ages to erect ?

On the contrary, if the reprefentaiives from eveéry
part of thefe iflands, conftitute the legiflature for the
“whole of Great Britain and Ireland, all the as of
which equally affe® both united kingdoms, then are
the interefts of all fo bound wp together, that the motives
which have hitherto influenced the legiflatures for the
diftinét kingdoms, to prefer diftin¢t interefts, are wholly
taken away : nay, the fubject matter no longer remains;

. * Sce Lord Sheffield’s Obfervations on the Trade of Ireland,

for



53
for there ¢a be no feparate national interelt in .ah'y part
or meinber of 2 confolidated ftate, the national intereft
and the common intefeft being then one and the fame.
"The laws capnot operate partially ; for the fame laws

_ are made for the whole, and there is no feparate inter-

eft to be promoted.  Partial regards and invidious con-
fiderations affect the laws of neighbouring fates ; for
the interefts of neighbouring ftates have been, from the
beginning of time, almoft conftaiitly in oppofition : but
in one undivided ftatey the national intéreft, the grand
obje& of legiflation, being the fame, partial regards as
oppofed to a common intereft, howfoever they may in-
fluence individuals, cannot materially affe@ the ‘general
law. We do not find that partial attachments operate
in the legiflature of Great Britain, to the detriment of
any part, or to the benéfit of any part, in oppofition to
the common intereft 5 but, whatever may be the ftrug-
gles of party for political power; and whatever differ-
eices of opinion o publick meafures may take place,
we never hear of ‘the intereft of any particnlar diftrict
being oppofed to ‘the national profperity. Partial at-
tachments mufl ever be various in a numerous legifla-
ture, and therefore cownteratt ¢ach other : befides, the
fear of fuccefeful oppofifion to partial meafures; ref2
pect for ‘opiniony- ¥egnr& fora’' common caufe, which
the habits of ‘confaléing on the grand fabjedts of pub-
lick policy naturally begeét's the' ufeful ‘intermixture of
opinions, fowlng from conffant intercourfe and difcui-
fions ‘thefe, and intumerdble: combinations of fimilar
patare, ¢oncar §6 ercate, ‘union of views, and tnion of
exertion, to a common good

In
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- In fuch a confolidation of interefts, the profperity
and power of every part, form the profperity and
i:owér, and contribute to the ftability of the whole.
Confequently, in the United legiflature, yengaged in
advancing the wealth and greatnefs, not of a feparate
ftate, but of one undivided and infeparable ftate, every
encouragement that an enlightened zeal for national
intereft could give, would be extended to etery bene-
ficial exertion of every part of the perfeétly United

Empire. The United parliament would be compofed, -

not of a narrow ariftocracy attended by a tribe of
devoted and uninformed dependents, but of the nume-
rous great interefts of the United kingdoms, aided by
the various and extenfive information of every profef-
fion, art, and occupation, of a moft altive, profperous
and enlightened nation. Unembarrafled by the con-
tending claims of diftinét and rival ftates, fuch a legi-
flature, therefore, would be at once aftuated by mo-

tive and furnifhed with ability, to call forth every

latent power, and to cherith every rifing effort, in the
promotion of particulary and confequently of general,
induftry and profperity. One part of a great ftate,
from produce, fituation, or habit, is often capable of

cultivating a valuable art, which is, both phyfically
and morally, beyond reach of another. This faét in
an extended territory takes place to manifold effect 3
and by being fkilfully improved, tends to multiply the
riches and refources of a country. Such advantages
flow, in a confiderable degree, even from intercourfe
with_foreign ftates; but, in far greater proportion,
and to happier effect, in the various and multiplied re~
lations of different parts of the fame couatry, whereby
the peculiar induftry, and produéts, and wants, of vari-

ous
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ons diftricts, contribute reciprocally to the profperity
of each, and, in entire effc®, to the enlarged profpe-
rity of the whole ftate. Hence, various and extenfive
interchange of benefits necefrarﬂy begets correfponding
intercourfe ; real intereft becomes better underftood

prejudices fubmit to experience; and amity and fuc-
cefs, going hand in hand, mutually promote each
other. And hence may be inferred, the futility of all
thofe invidious ftatements and calculations, which are
manufactured by party difputants, for the purpofe of
fhewing the fuperiour advantage of either kingdom in
its intercourfe with the other. Thefe are not neceffary
to prove that the feparation of Ireland would ulti-
mately ruin Great .Britain, or that Ireland could not
exift unconneted with Great Britain. All the garb-
hng, mifnaming, and fophiftry, with which fome of
them have been introduced and difplayed might eafily
have been fpared.* Thefe Ilands, it appears clearly
cenough without all ‘this machinery, are formed by
nature, by relation, by habit, by common hope and
fear, to coalefce and to become perfectly one, in politi-
cal effence, form, and energy,

But it feems, the woollen, cotton, iron, and pottery
manufacturies, are thofe in which Britith capital is
chiefly employed, thofe for which Great Britain is pe-
culiarly fitted, and in which her people eminently ex-
cel; therefore Ireland in all the enriching arts of in-
duftry, is to degenerate after Union, Britith capital
will no longer contribute to fupport her trade, and

* See fhamefully fophiftical ftatements deteted in cbfervations on
shat part of the Speaker’s [peech wwbich velates to trade, from page 16 to

page 29. / A
Briti(h
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Britifh fettlers will be more deterred than ever from
making, or taking part in, eftablifhments among ws,
That Great Britain is unrivalled in thofe manufactyres
is neither to be denicd nor regretted j4they contribute
condiderably to her riches, and to that might which
fhe is now putting forth in a common defence. But
even in thefe arts of induftry we have a fhare; and fo
far as may be confiftent with the application of our
capital, and with our attention to thofe abjets for
which we are beft fitted, and in which we have emi-
pently profpered, we may juftly encourage the hope of
taking, in progreflion, a larger fhare. That this
country is capable of cultivating the woollen manu-
falture to confiderable extent is undoubted, from the
very inftance, which the oppofers of Union adduce,
of the profperous ftate of that manufaéture in Ireland
at a very early period; and from the faét that, for a
good while paft, and at this moment a refpeétable
trade has been and is carried on in the coarfer bran-
ches of woollen goods. It may be true that in 1698,
ireland exported woollens to the amount of above
1o0,000l. and in 1798, to the amount only of 12,000l
and yet in the latter period more woollen goods may
have been manufadtured in Ireland than ia the former
period 3 for, the prodigious increafe of her people, and
of their ability to purchafe cloathing, within the laft
century, has been fuch as to anaihilate any inference
which can be drawn from this difference of export.
A fimilar obfervation is applicable to the ftaiement
that, about ten years ago Britain exported in wooﬂcn
manufaéture to the whole world 4,368,936l in value,
and in the laft year, 6,836,603l: and that out of the
former there went to Ireland 353,781l and out of the

latter




latter 580,723l fo that in ten years the increafe of ex-
port to Ireland was more than in an equal propor-
tion to the increafe of export to the reft of thc
world*. It follows not hence, that a lefs quantity
of woollen goods was manufattured in the year
1798 than in the year 1788, ecither in Ireland or
in the reft of the world; but it may follow, as
the fact is, that in the progrefs of nations, Ireland,
as well as the reft of the world, but in greater propor-
tion than in many parts of it, has, within the laft ten
years, increafed in riches, and particularly in the num-
bers of thofe defcriptions of people, who have acquir-
ed the means of purchafing the finer woollens which
Britain fupplies. In the cearfer woollens manufac-
tured at home, we {ee the great body of our numerous
population cloathed ; and this is abundant proof, that
whenever circumftances fhall make it our intereft, to
extend or vary this branch of induftry, we have it fully
in our power. But it is acknowledged that Ireland
works up all the wool it has, and it is added that there
is little reafon to expeét that the quantity will be en-
larged, as the increafe of the linen manufacture and
of agnculture gives a greater profit in land than fheep
affordt. Is it not obvious therefore that Ireland is
now in poﬁeﬁion of other means of profperity, which
it would be folly to facrifice to the premature and
forced cultivation of certain branches of manufacture,
which other parts of the fame empire, (an empire
every loyal man wifhes to be one in intereft) happen
to cultivate with peculiar fkill and to profperous
effect ?

* Speaker’s Speech, 4z.
+ Speaker’s Speech, 72.

i In




in the cotton manufacture alfo, particularly in the
coarfer branches of it, which do not require fuperiour
fkill, and which are beft fitted for common confump-
fion, confiderable advances have been made. The
cotton manufacture eftablithed and conduéted with
great {pirit and on great capital by Meflrs. Orr, (ne-
tives of Great Britain) affords a moft refpeétable in-
ftance indeed of what may be done in this country, .
when the advanced ftate of Ireland fhall give an equally
cheap raw material as Britain procures, and fhall af-
ford from more eflential occupations a fuperfluity of
capital.

In the manufature of Iron for the more general
and ufeful purpofes of life, fome {pirited efforts have
been crowned with fuccefs. Not to mention others,
Mr. Blair’s extenfive works on the River Liffey near
Dublin, furnith a firiking example of what may be
effeCted. Even in what is called the pottery manu-
falture, this country has proved itfelf not incapable ;-
and that it pofleffes all the requifite natural advan-
tages in a fuperiour degree, has been fully fhewn*.
And till now it has not been denied, that capital, en-
terprife, and fKill, are only wanting to raife Ireland by
degrees, to the higheft ftate of profperity in whick
cultivated arts can place a nation. No doubt, until
long eftablithment has given capital and fkill, it may
be neceflary to encourage thofe who have engaged i in
manufactures in which Great Britain has long excelled,

* Sce Obfervations on that part of the Speaker's Speech, which:
relates to Trade.—Sce alfo Mr. Wedgwood's Lvidence before the
Houfe of Commons in England, in May, 1785.

by
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by fixing upon fuch articles, duties which may pre-
- ferve to our own rifing fabricks the home confumption,
which home confumption in a populous country is al«
ways fufficient, in a reafonable length of time, to efta-
‘blith whatever employment the circumftances of a peo=
ple fit them to purfue. Such encouragement makes
part of the plan of Union laid before his Majefty.
‘Whatever capital has been embarked, therefore, and
whatever induftry exerted, under exifting laws, in any
infant undertakings, have compleat effeét fecured, fo
far as may be confiftent with the colle&ive good of the
country. Under fuch encouragement pf%_uonﬁdcrable
time, (and in juftice and good policy,ﬂought to be for a
for a confiderable time) the capabilities of fuccefs in va-
rious purfuits will have taken root, while thofe in which
we could but ftruggle by the aid of a tax upon the con-
fumption of our people, will gradually yield to others
in which capital may be more beneficially employed.

~ In one branch of manufadture we are confefledly
unrivalled; and the increafing demand from other coun-
tries, particularly from the great continent of America
multiplying with people, opens to induftry and capital
a field for enterprife of indefinite extent. In agricul-
ture, notwithftanding the increafed produce of corn,
at the expence and under the operation of bounties,
this country is in anincalculable proportion inferiour to
Great Britain*; and yet, its very fuperiour foil, and

12 numerous

* The contrary is indeed moft ftrangely infinuated in the Speaker’s
Speech, page 106, where'it is faid, that Ireland fupplies laigely that
kingdom whofe profperity we are defired to imitate, and who cannot

maintain itfelf. Itis furcly an extraordinary inference that, becaufe
a country
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numerous people, render it peculiarly capable of fur«
paffing almoft every other country, in the bleflings to
be derived from this prime fource of national wealth
and happinefs. Look to Great Britain, and obferve the
quantity of capital employed in agriculture, the know-
ledge and {pirit with which it is carried on, and the
{cene of indultry, plenty, and comfort which it exhibits 3
while in Ireland, ftarved for want of capital, and chief-
ly conducted by an ignorant and torpid ‘clafs of men,
this fine country has hitherto but conjefared what it
is capable of, and inftead of prefenting a race of flou-
rithing occupiers of the land, the happieft and moft
ufeful members of the community, has too generally
expofed a wretched afpeét of poverty and failure. To
put this country in the fame ftate of agriculture as that
at which Great Britain has arrived, would coft, accord-

ing to Mr. Arthur Young’s calculation, little lefs than
one hundred millions fterling.

Now, whence can we expeét an acceffion of capital,
knowledge, induftry, and enterprife, but from that fu-
pereminently flourithing kingdom, with which we are
partially connected, and with which a perfe@ Union

a country occafionally imports corn, therefore it cannot maintain it=
felf; for, if the fame country ‘happens to export in a greater propor-
tion than it imports corn, it follows that it can more than maintain it-
felf. Now, in the laft edition.of Adam Smith*s Wealth of Nations, the
enlightened and ‘accurate author fates, that Great Britain imports
oply a quantity of grain equal to about the five hundred and {eventieth
part of its home confumption, while it exports a quantity equal to about
the thirtieth part of what it confumes ; that is, it exports more than
eighteen times as much as it imports. And yet it feems Great Bri-

taia cannot maintain itfelf! A conclufion, if it were true, unhappy for
ireland as well as for Great Britain.

muft
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muft give to all ranks of its people, confidence, and,
by progreflive confequences, all the cordiality of co-
patriotifim ?

Already confiderable fums RQave from time to time
been lent to this country by Great Britain upon landed
fecurity ; and it is notorious that a very confiderable
part of the trade of Ireland is carried on by aid of.Bri-
tifh capital.  Whatever we can produce which, in any
part of the immenfely extended correfpondence of Great
Britain, can fupply demand, is taken with avidity from
Ireland, paid for in advance, and tranfported to the ul-
timate ports of deftination, to be widely diffufed under
encouragement of the indulgent credit given by Britifh
wealth. Of the prodigious quantity of our ftaple ma-
nufatture, the linen, fent yearly to Great Britain, above
two thirds of the value are paid in advance by the mer-
chants to whom it is configned ; and fome Britith capi-
tal has even been vefted in eftablifhments of that manu-
- fa&urein Ireland. In fact, fo connelted and interwo-
ven is the profperity of this country with the profperity
of Great Britain, thatalmoft exactly in the proportion
that Britith commerce has extended, the demands for
what Ireland can fupply have increafed, and the affift-
ance of Britith capital to call forth that {fupply has been
extended. So fenfible of thefe truths are many of the
northern linen manufaéturers, and many leading com-
mercial men in Cork and other convenient fea ports,
that no efforts of party violence or affected patriotifm,
have been able to prevent them from feeing agd ac-
knowledging, the acceflion of benefit to be derived, from
more intimate connexion wlth Great Britain.

In
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" In that highly improved country, every ative pura
fuit has been carried to fuch extent, that enormous ca-
pital and animated enterprize feek new ficlds of aétion.
Before the political convulfion of France, eftablifhments
in that country were meditated, and fome aétually com-
menced by enterprifing Englithmen. Even in this tre-
mendous war, fo has the courfe of events concurred
with the ability and {fpirit of Britain, that her wealth
and her enriching {ources have increafed beyond all
former experience or hope. Confider then the circum-~
ftances of Ireland. Our climate as good and our foil
{uperiour; the means of fubfifience more eafily raifed
than in almoft any other country; a hardy .and nu-
merous people capable of furnithing, at moderate rate,
a prodigious quantity of ufeful labour, to all the arts of
life ; and a coaft fuperabundantly fupplied with commo-
dious havens for all the purpofes of ready export and
import. Think alfo.of the fituation of Great Britain.
The national principal ftock fwelled to enormous
amount, by the acceflion of emigrated property, and by
the profits of enlarged commerce; the fum of wealth
employed in war returning, on the eftablithment of
peace, into ‘the bofom of an already incalculable capi-
“tal ; and her people active and experienced in every in-
duftrious and enriching occupation, acate to difcern
whereand how advantages are to be purfued, and bent
upon -enterprife beyond all other nations. Thus cir-
cumftanced thefe kingdoms become perfeétly united,
whereby all feparate intereft is annihilated, diftinét na-
tionajflity is loft in the entirenefs of the one confoli-
dated flate, the fame fupreme authority lowing from the
whole prefides over and regulates the whole of both
countries, and the fame laws equally controul, encourage,

‘ and
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and fecure, all the inhabitants of the united kingdome
What muft naturally follow ?  No longer confidered as
a diftin& or hoftile country, but as a diftrict of their
own country, and bleffed with fuperiour advantages,
enterprifing Englithmen, not yet fixed in permanent ef-
tablithments, with a fuperfluity of capital open to their

afe, muft occafionally gratify the {pirit of adventure in

a comparatively new and unoccupied field. Frequent

{uccefs cannot but operate to encourage new undertak-

ings ; and our various advantages, whatever they aré,
muft confequently become better underftood and more
fuccefsfully purfued, whether in agriculture, in long
eftablithed manufatture, or in rifing or in new under-
takings. It is ftrange to fay, that all this muft fail be-
caufe we have not the cheap fuel with which Great Bri-
tain, raifing it within herfelf, is furnithed; and at the
fame moment to inform us, that if urged to it we can
raife abundance in our own country. No doubt we can,
and it will naturally make a ufeful part of our progrefs,
to raife that valuable article i abundance, and to fupply
it at cheap price to all the arts in which it is employed.

- Tn the meantime, the difference of the price of fuel makes

fo fmall a part of the coft of moft manufactures, com-
pared with that of many other materials employed, but
particularly with the coft of labour, and is {o fully com-
penfated by the prefent duties, which are to remain for
a confiderable though limited time, and afterwards to
be continued or gradually diminithed as publick good
may require, that no real difcouragement takes place or

can rationally operate.* The circuitous means by which
{o

# Tt is material to obferve, that the fourifhing (tate of manufac- -

tares, depends not fo_much upon the rate of profic as upon the ex-
tenfien

-
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{o many of the raw materials are obtained by this conn=
try, enhanced in price by additional profit, freight, in
furance, and other expences, contributes more perhaps
than any other circumftance, to retard thofe manufac-
tures in which we have not eminently excelled ; and the
low ftate of induftry among our people, which prevents
the extenfion of home confumption adds to the dif-
couragement. 'The fmallnefs of capital employed in fo-
reign trade and in agriculture is the caufe of both thefe
& deficiencies. Let men poffeffed of property, or capable
obtaining the enlarged ufe of ity in the fifter kingdom, and
ardent for active employment, fee this happily circum-
ftanced country, no longer governed through the medi-
um of an interefted and doubtful oligarchy, no longer
liable to be regulated by laws diftinét from their own,
no longer influenced by feparate or incompatible inter-
efts, and no longer, by the very nature of a diftinét
ftate, and in the daily proceedings of its feparate legif-
fature, cherifhing and bringing intoa éion invidious and
alienating principles, but in every particular of intereft
government and regulation the fame ; then, apprehenfi~
on and difcouragement removed, all our natural advan-~

tenfion of fale, which extenfion of fale is b>{t promoted by fkill and
capital. A manufacture making only ten per cent. on the capital em~
ployed may be far more flourithing than one making fifteen per cent.
on account of the fur greater quantity of bufinefs done by the former
than the latter. In feveral manufa@tures in Ireland, at thismoment,the
vate of profi: is greater than in thofe of the fame kind in Great Britain ;
butthe greater capital employed, and the greater extent of fale, make
thofc in Great Britain geneially more flourifhing and prodittive, Un-
der the encouragement of duties, fixed for a limited but confiderable
time, and afterwards to be gradually diminithed, Ireland will have -
full opportunity, to improve her fKill, increafe her capital, and ‘ex<
~tend her fale, fo as with a lefs rate of profit, to fourith more eminently
in all the arts, for the enlarged cultivation of which nature may have
endowed her.

tages
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‘tages are left atliberty to operate, with full force of
“motive, upon every altive energy to be found in any
part of the united whole. We may therefore confidently
mpe&;h‘tlthe {kill in every branch of agriculture; now
arrived at fuch a height in Great Britain, and fill culti-
wated with a degree of ardour pregnant with future blef-
fings, will, with the affiftance of overflowing ‘capital,
reach the rich and extenfive tracts in Ireland, which may
be obtained upon terms far inferiour to thofe on Which
the naturally inferiour lands of Britain are farmed ; and
that the commodious ports of our finely indented coaft,
will from time to time invite many to make eftablifh-
‘ments or take part in eftablifhments, for the purpofe of
fupplying foreign nations with our produétions, and of
importing the various articles ufeful at home or fit to be
eafily diftributed to other countries.

~Should fuch inftances beat firft but few, fhould they
yultiply but by flow degrees, yet flill the effeéts would
be happy. Men of condition and property in this coun-
try would occafionally imitate the example, and in their
own exertions, or in direfting the attention of their fons
to ufeful employment, would promote individual and
colle&ive intereft. * Elence, motives to induftry would
be multiplied 3 hence, fkill and enterprife would follow ;
hence, our peopte would be more generally employed
and confeque;ltly‘ ameliorated ; and hence, in the enjoy-
ment of the fruits of induftry, a tafte for the comforts of
civilized life would be created, and every active pur
fuit invigorated.

Taaﬂféreign ftate the fuperflux of capital is not eafily

trufted 5 in a forcign fate the apprehenfive firanger is
X not
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mot confident of protetion : therefore the. advantages
of a foreign ftate are nejther fought nor cultivated.
‘But in the fame ftate, where {ecurity of property and
-protection of the individual are maintained and guarded
by the fame univerfally pervading authority, the fubjec
1s confident in every part of the commot territory, and
confequently the numbers are greatly increafed of thofe
who, ftimulated by the defire of acquifition, fearch for
the means of improving their fortunes, and in the fearch,
multiply the probabilities of difcovering the natural, and
improving the cultivated fources, of individual gain and
national profperity. Ireland has been in material, ref-
pelts as a foreign ftate. The fupreme, authority which
regulates all its important concerns is different ; the de-
bates in the legiflature are conftantly grounded on an
oppofition of interefts ; and Jealoufy and rivalry main-
tain and extend an unfortunate religious and national
antipathy. But the two kingdoms, on the plan of Uni-
on, are no longer to be foreign in any refpect ; the op-
pofition of interefts can only be that of the united ftate
and of foreign or hoftile nations ; jealoufy and rivalry
being removed, and the one fuperiour legiflature direct-
Ing its attention to the healing of differences, Union of
fentiment and affe@ion will confequently by degrees fol-
low Union of politial conftitution, Hence with confi-
dence we infer, that eafy and free communication among
all the fubjefts of the common ftate, and more en-
larged and various interchange of benefits, will greatly
increafe the profperity and happinefs ‘of the whole.

The plan of the ceconomifts of France for eftablifh-
ing a free, unburthgned and uncontrouled intercourfe of
uations in the interchange of their peculiar benefits,

and
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and mutual fupply of their peculiar wants, will then (fo
far ag regards thefe iflands) be no longer vifionary

The very circumftance of being divided by a narrow
fea, inftead of furnithing a reafon for fuppofing that
Providence intended they fhould ever remain feparate
ftates, points out the fuperiour utility of their political
Union. It enlarges the extent of common coafts; it
tends to increafe their common commerce, and to aug-
ment their common wealth ; it contributes to multiply
that bold and hardy race of men, upon whofe fkill, ac-
tivity, and gallantry, depend the fafety, dignity, and
proiperity, of this maritime empire, formed to be the
great defence of human rights; it affifts to fpread
wider our fhipping through the world, to extend our
influence, and to add to our refources ; and, in varying
the peculiarities of human character, which various fi-
tuation occafions, brings more varied occupation and
purfuit to operate, to the great common and valuable

purpofe, the publick good.

Neither need Great Britain be at all apprehenfive of
any lofs to her by the gain of united Ircland. The
world is fufficiently wide for both. Befides, it has long
been difcovered, that induftrious nations thrive not by
the poverty and lofs of their neighbours, but by their
wealth and profperity ; for fo has nature diverfified this
earth and its inhabitants, that the poffeflions as well as
wants ofadifferent countries contribute to common be-
nefit. 'Were Great Britain and Ireland, a&ing upon the
principle of diftinét and therefore frequently inconfift-
ent intereft, to counterac each other by hoftile com-

mercial laws, they might eafily drive to foreign coun-
K 2 tries
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" tries, the advantages which each is- peculiarly fitted ‘to
purfie; whereas, by compleat confolidation, by a&mg
under. the fame regulations, more various arts may be
preferved and cultivated in the common territory, more
various clafles of ufeful fubjects may be employed, and
the more effectually and happily may the purfuits and
productions of each country, and of every diftri¢t of
each country, be extended to their full capability.

In fuch a fcene of things, it is notimprobable indeed,
that the comparative confequence and power of the arif-
tocracy of Ireland might become fomewhat abated.
They would no longer rule this country in the form of
a fmall faction, commanding the greater and diftribut-
ing the lefler favours of the ftate; but, mingled with
the other great interefts of the empire, would learn to
underftand and to refpect the nature of a ufeful grada-
tion of ranks: and, inftead of forming an anomalous
and diftratting imperium in imperio, would fill their
proper and important place in the fcale of government.
Hitherto a deftructive chafm in fociety has long fubfift-
-ed between the higher and lower orders of the commus
nity ; in confequence of which, {ympathy and inte:-
courfe having been excluded, the prejudices and bad
fentiments, which the natural fituation of each fofters
in minds not corretted by neceflity or difcipline, have
“had full {cope to operate, and have not only prevented
mutual cordiality and ufefulnefs, but have promoted
fraud and lawlefsnefs on the one fide, and mfoltence and
oppreffion on the other. But, ina ftate of {ociety grow-
ing daily more fimilar to that of Great Britain, in which
every order takes its juft fituation in the great fyftem of
fubordination, and in which rank approaches and blends

into



into rank, mutually fupporting and fupported, {elf inter-
eft, neceﬁty, opinion, every powerful principle, bind
together the community, form a chain of good offices, -
and at once fecure the tranquillity and improve the cha~
raéter of thenation. 'We fhould then hear not long of
an overbearing ariftocracy or gentry, too many of whom
(certainly not all, for we have happy exceptions) have
taken little intereft in"the condition or fate of their infe-
riours and dependents ; but, in the progreffive improve-
ment of fociety, we fhould fee an ariftocracy, the chief
in example as the chief in rank, aseminently the {tew-
ards as the favourites of Providence, who, confidering
~ their own interefts as interwoven with the interefts of
the loweft in the community, would regard with fcru-
pulous obfervance the fair claims between man and man,
would fubdue inveterate prejudice by manly intercourfe,
and, in a career of enlightened beneficence, enlarge the
general happinefs ;—characters, allied to thofc whom
after ages venerate,

p Qm’que [fui memores alios fecere merendp.

The complete confolidation of thefe Kkingdoms,
bowever, chiefly impreffes the mind of every friend to
_Great Britain and Ireland, in its powerful tendency to
give to the Britifh Empire ftrength and ftability; in
which is neceffarily involved the fecurity of our liber-
ties, our laws, and our religion.

In any other cafe than the prefent, in which preju-
dice, pride, and party fpirit take fuch a lead, one
fhould fuppofe, that the mere ftatement of the fituati-

_on of thefe kingdoms, would fatisfy every man who
. has
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has at all confidered human affairs, that the nature of
our connexion tends to difunion and weaknefs, and that

in compleat Union only, can rational hope be found of
permanent ftability.

!

It is not pretended that'the beft concerted Union,
though it might immediately add force to the exertions
of the Empire, and imprefs enemies and traitors with
awe, would operate as by magical power, and inftant-
ly compofe the violence, eradicate the fecretly working
mifchief, and change the charater of this. country.
No—We are well aware that we muft now brave the
tury of the ftorm: and, under the aufpicious lead of
Great Britain, we hope and look for, a favourable iffue
to the conteft, in which we are engaged with jacobin
France and the jacobins of Ireland. But the fiery trial
through which we are paiﬁng, may well make us
dread, and prepare. againft, the confequences of fuch
a future day.

"The return of peace will remove the imminent dan-
ger which unites the loyal and makes them vigilant.
It will alfo remove the extraordinary reftraints which
neceflity has impofed, but which, however neceflary in
the prefent confli& for exiftence, make part of theevilsof
a war impofed upon us, and would be incompatible with
eftablifhed peace, from which we hope for the advance- -
ment of national profperity and power, in all the free-
dom ‘of exertion congenial to our happy conftitution.
But ‘we cannot expeét that, notwithftanding peécc,
reftlefls and ambitious France would ceafe to forward
her fchemes againft the Britith power 3 neither are we
to expedt that, in a period of peace, the difaffeéted at -

. home
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“home would not bufily employ themfelves, in prepat-
ing, under fpecious pretexts, thofe various political
meafures, which operate by fure though perhaps mo-
derate gradations, to the fubverfion of eftablithed go-
vernment. ,

In the meantime, the prejudices and jealoufies that
fubfift between thefe kingdoms, the prodigious {pread
of democratick principles in this country, the diftinét-
nefs of the two fupreme authorities, the growth of the
national fpirit of independence, and the increife of po-
pular influence, prefent to the intriguing ' {pirit of
France, moft prolifick fources of diforder : and, fhould
new conflicts with the fame depraved -and deftroying
power hereafter become neceffary, it appears morally
certain that, in fome of them, diftracion of counfel
and difunion of operation, would fupply what might
be wanting to realize the fchemes of the enemy.

Now, on reviewing the evils produced by the na-
ture of our connexion, which in former times diftrac-
ed and affli¢ted this country, and on confidering the
dangers  which, under all the circumftances of our
fituation, are conneéted with and muft neceflarily flow
from feparate and independent legiflatures, what prof-
pect of permanent ftability remains but in a legiflative
Union, which fhall confolidate our interefts, authori-
ties and powers ? If the wealth, power, and loyalty of
the Empire be divided, a facility is prefented of being
wrought upon by vicious influence, or awed by the
menaces of force: but a united legiflature would give
to the incorporated kingdoms a grand and refiftlefs
phalanx, of the rank, property, abilities, and fidelity

. \ of
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of both countries 3 no part of which could any longés
be employed in fetting in oppofition the interefts and
prejudices of their refpetive diftinét ftates 5 but; undic
vided in national fentiment and national objects, muft,
in its effential nature, fupply powerful refiftance to
whatever dangerous influence might prevail in any part
of either country. In the prefent convulfed ftate of the
political world, diftration of views or of ation muft
prove more fatal to a ftate in which they take place,
than in any former time: but, ina united legiflature,
we fhould derive fecurity, from Union of mind and
Wnion of operation, in the purfuit of every national
obje&, whether of peace or of war. In peace, the dan-
gerous movements of furrounding nations would be
attended to with the united vigilance of all the great
and loyal interefts of the Empire; and counteracted,
in promptitude of preparation, by the one directing
{pirit and authority of the whole flate: And if aftual
war become neceffary, we fhould dread no difunion of
decifion id the two diftiné, powerful, -and indepen-
dent authorities, but, in the immediate exercife of one
legiflative willy regulating the refources, and nltimate=
ly directing the power of the Empire, we fhould find
the fureft confidence of defeating the defigns of our
enemies. |

The United States of America were fo fenfible of
the danger likely to flow from diftraction of counfel in
diftinét and co-equal legiflatures, in matters of national
concern, that, when in the year 1787, they changed
their confederation into more intimate Union, powers
were given to the Congrefs, that is, to an imperial and'
common legifiature, to the followmg effect,—< To

« lay
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Qr'lay éna-'cblie& tﬁxés, duties, impofts, and | exci-

% fes, to pay the debts and provide for the com-

“ mon defence and general welfare of the United

« States—to borrow money on the credit of the Uit~
« ed States—to raife and fupport armigs—to provide
« and maintain a navy—to make rules for the govern-
‘¢ ment and regulation of the land and naval forces—
« to ptowde for calling forth the militia, to execute
« the laws of the Union, fupprefs infurrections, and re-
¢ pel invafions—to provide for organizing, arming and
¢ difciplining the militia—to make all Jaws which fhall
¢« be neceflary and proper for carrying into execution
“the foregoing powers.” Here are the moft impor-
tant of legiflative powers, which the United States have
judged it neceffary to commit to a common legiflature,
but which are refpectively and diﬁin&ly vefted in, and
refpcéhvely and diftin€tly exercifed by, the feparate
legiflatures of Great Britain and Ireland : and yet, the
United States are divided by an ocean of three thou-
fand miles extent, from all the ftates that can materi-
ally affe@ them; and, the number, complication, and
importance, of their political relations, as well as the
magnitude of their exertions, are of no confideration,
compared with thofe of the Eritith Empire. From fo
early an opinion of the neceffity of clofer Union, and
from the ‘inftances we lately witneffed of particular
ftates, in a time of danger, entering into refolutions
repugnant to the determinations of Congrefs, the ftrong
ptobabllfty follows that, when the United States be-
come 'more powerful, when the effeéts of national con-
duét become more numerous and important, and when,
in the progrefs of {ociety among them, men of leifure
and ative fpirit, form parties, and create political dif
cord, the good fenfe of that people will lead them to
L - incorporate
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incorporate in {till clofer Union, in order the more ef-
fectually to fecure the commonwealth, againft the de-
ftruftive confequences of internal convulfion and fo-
reign violence. But, in .our greater and more impor-
tant fituation, all the confiderations that have induc-
ed or can induce the United States, to confolidate
their powers, weigh w’itﬁ' ten-fold force, and feem to
point to Union, as the great fortrefs, which nature and

reafon have provided, for the permanent fecurity of
thefe iflands.

In a united legiflatute alfo, where local prejudices
or influence could not prevail,- whatever grievances
might occafionally claim confideration, would meet
with moft equitable difcuffion and moft fecure redrefs ;
while complaints or claims, generated by party {pirit
- or party defigns, Whether political or religious, would
_meet with, that determined refiftance, which muft na-
turally infpire the collective reprefentation of nearly
all the loyalty to the Conftitution, and all the attach-
ment to the Proteftant caufe, to be foundin the united
kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland.

~ In this point of view, the fituation and claims of the
Roman catholicks are neceffarily prefented to the
mind.

The whole train of events in the hiftory of Ireland,
joined to our own experience, perfectly affure us, that
the great body of that {ect cannot be entrufted with
political power, in our prefent diftin¢t ftate, confiftently
with the fecurity of our religion, and by confequence,
of our civil eftablithment. Meft of the relaxations and

conceflions
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conceffions that have been made in their favour, feem
to have been diftated by a benign fpirit and an en-
lightened policy ; but the eleive franchife, which ne-
ceffarily confers fo large a portion of political power,
cannot but be confidered as a moft dangerous grant,
to ‘an immenfe body, the greater part of which, un-
happily, are inimical to our religion and our connexi-
on with Great Britain. Their growing importance,
their altive zeal, and their {pirit of combination, dire&-
ed in a fteady and fyftematick courfe of altion, to the
objects ,they have conftantly held in view, muft, by
the aid of this political engine, unlefs fruftrated by an
acceflion of refiftance, procure to them, in procefs of
time, fuch pervading influence through the nation, as
neceflarily to enfure powerful influence in the legifla-
ture, and the final accomplithment of their purpdfes.
But whether, under all circumftances, the ftep at the
time it was made, was juftifiable or not, yet, in hav-
ing made it, we may be faid to have paffed the Rubi-
con; and we cannot recede, without éxpoﬁng the
country to fuch critical danger, and devoting it to fuch
actual calamity, as revolt every liberal mind.

In whatever light therefore, this important body of
people are confidered, the government of the country
muft be embaraffed, and the publick fafety endanger-
ed. But in a united legiflature, all embarraflment and
danger are done away, in a matter of {fuch eflential in-
fluence on our peace and {afety: We fhould then be-
come incorporated with a people more powerful and
numerous than ourfelves, almoft entirely proteftant,
attached to their religion, and anxious for its preferva-
tion 5 the legiflature emanating from that country muft

X L2 . always
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always remain proteftant, and fubject to promﬂant in-
fluence ; no confequences therefore could follow dan-~
gerous to the eftablifhed religion of Ireland, whether
the comparative influence of Roman ca,thqhdm.gl &ﬁls
country remains as 'it is, or fhould n p;ogrefs Of
time extend its power.

It is equally abfurd as dangerous to at upon the in-
confiftent principle, of maintaining our conflitution,
exclufively of the fecurity of our eﬁabhﬁkﬁd religion,
What do we mean by our conftitution? We mean that
{yftem of regulations, rights, and privileges, which,
weak and imperfe&t at infancy, has grown with the
growth, ftrengthened with the ftrength, and become
grand and compleat with the improvement, of - Great
Britain. With the reformation, the human mind in
Pritain greatly advanced; and the beauty, order,
and~ fixed principles, “of civil fociety, became daily
more intimately blended with the proteftant {yftem of
religion. The genius, - the manners, jthe cuftoms, and
the laws of this proteftant Empire, have flowed, and
ftill flow, from this mingled fource; and to feparate or
weaken the aufpicious Union of religion and law,
would be to fubvert our conftitution, fhake our {tabi-
lity, and endanger our exiftence. But, whatever hope
we may have entertained, whatever efforts of libera-
lity we may have made, it is now out of controverfy,
that the ultimate defign of the great majority of Roman
catholicks in this country, inftigated by too many of
their inferiour clergy, has been, by the aid of civil
privilege, and under foreign aufpices, to overturn our -
religions eftablithment, and to acquire, at the expence
of whatever convulfion, the triumphant afcendent to

their
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theirown. At the fame time, we are fully convinced,
that the extenfion of civil privilege tends to enlarge the

publick mind, dnd to giwe motives to all thofe ufeful ener-
gxcs, which make the power and profperity of a- naﬁon

"

The Roman catholick accordingly, enjoys -.all the
religious toleration that under a proteftant conftitution
can be conteived ; he is furnifhed in his perfectly equal
dominion over his property, with every motive to ufeful
exertion that can infpire the proteftant, And nothing
remains withheld but the capacity of gratifying an am-
bition, perhaps not a wife one, of poffefling place, and
rule, and authority in the ftate.

In order therefore, to pre{'erve toleration of religion
with eftablithment of religion, civil privilege with civil
fecurity, we feek to-ftrengthen and to render inviola-
ble, the comparatively weak {tate of the proteftant caufe
in this country, by an incorporation of proteftant power
and authority, with that great country, the nature and
chara&er of whofe people through all their ranks is
proteftant, and whofe laws and liberties-are fo cemented
with their religion, that they muft ceafe to be anation,
before their religious eftablithment be overthrown.

" Then would all hope be cut up by the roots, of fap-
ping the foundations of our religious eftablifhment, and

of perverting our conflitution, in order to give to this
country a Roman catholick eftablithment; and in the
deftru&ion of that hope, the Roman catholick would
attend to, cherifh, and improve, the fubftantial blef-
fings he altually poffeffes ; in confequence of which,
‘both publick and private enemies of our conftitutional
happinefs

o



happinefs muft lofe motive and encouragement ; and
we fhould prefent to the world, a powerful, free, and
happy, proteftant kingdom -aad empire, in which,
about one fixth of the people of a different and even
repugnant religon, would be feen to enjoy fuch blef-
fings under a mild and benignant fway, that abfurdity
and bigotry would moft probably, from day to day, -

yield to the light of reafon, and take part with efta-
blilhment, conftitution, and loyalty.

And in truth, even at the prefent moment, we re-
joice in knowing that fociety is qualified and bleffed
with many, very many liberal, enlightened, and be-
nignant Roman catholicks: and we earneftly hope that
their numbers may increafe, as well as their influence
~over a muljitude, whofe excefles they lament, and
whom they pity as the infatuated inftruments of vicious
confpirators. Of fuch Roman catholicks we entertain
po dread ; we confider. them not only as our fellow
fubjetts, but as our, friends and fellow chriftians.
Weare aware that they regard the Britith conftitution
as a {yltem which has grown out of experience, which
has been improved. by wifdom operating upon experi-
ence, and which has proved in practice, at leaft among
the people who have fully enjoyed it, the beft calculat-
ed to preferve to the eccentrick nature of man, focial
order, liberty, and happinefs. We know that fellow
chriftians of this defcription, recognifing religion as a
Divine gift to man, to make him good and happy,
could be very little inclined indeed, to aid the over-
throw of a religious eftablithment, which, though not
exaltly agreeable to their opinions, yet obvioufly con-
tributes, in a confiderable degree, to preferve. among

all
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all rank,f‘thc facred obligations of morality ; and the
deftru&ion of which would be ultimately followed,
(if we can judge from what has actually taken place in
other countries) by the moft dreadful monfter that ever

devoured a people’s bleffings,—cold, unfeeling, malig-
nant irreligion.

If then, in the event of a Union, it fhould be deem-
ed expedient (as feems now probable, indged almoft
morally certain) to take into confideration, af'a fitfeas
fon, in the united legiflature, the utility of doing away
all that remains of invidious diftin¢tion, berween the
Proteftant and the Roman Catholick of Ireland, we
may expect the moft benign effects. The privilege of
fitting in the legillatute of thefe realms, would, by the
very nature of man, enfure to us, in the leading fami-
lies of the Roman Catholick body, new and invigorated
motives, to the cultivation of every valuable quality that
makes the loyal and nfeful fubjet : the conftant inter-
courfe of refpeCtable Roman Catholicks with their co-
reprefentatives from Ireland, and with the members ar
large of the firft affembly that ever graced the world,
muft gradually deftroy every unworthy prejudice; and
confequently, they would return to their conflituents
with fuch difpofitions and views, as could not fail to
diffufe through the whole body, the happieft influence.
All fubject and all ‘occafion for jealoufy and offence be-
ing for ever removed, we might confidently hope, that
under the impartial condué of the common legiflature,
the inhabitants of this country would, ere iong, ceafe to
embarrafs and weaken, by difcord and difunion, the ex-
ertions of the empire, but that, in a courfe of cordialicy
and profperity, they would grow in attachment to the

» common
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common caufe, and powerfully contribute to the ¢of-
mon fecurity.

In legiflative Union alfo, it is material to add, the |

abounding demagogues of this country, lofe every hope
of creating an influence which fhould overawe the legif<
lature. Their invidious pretexts refpeting a deprefled
religion of the great majority of the ftate, a feparate in-
tereft, and pational independence, could no longer find
dilinét fubjeét for operation : they wonld not then em-

~ ploy the parties in a diftinét parliament as engines to pro-

mote their covered {chemes ; but if they fhould continue
their malignant efforts to diftra& fociety, they muft ftand

~forth in their proper charaéter, and in their native de-

formity, in defiance of the united legiflature, and of the
united and prompt force of the whole and every parf,
of confolidated Britain and Ireland. Political adven-
ture, at one time ating under the form of a bravoe for
the ruling powers, and at another under that of the high
minded patriots, but, in every fhape, the bane of tran~
quillity -and ufefulnefs, then deprived of motive, muft
relinquifli its unprincipled and factious purfuit ; and we
fhould fee in the paths of bufinefs, literature, and fci«
ence, in the purfuit of objets ufeful to their country
and to themfelves, thofe vain, reftlefs, or ardent cha-
racters, who, without originally vicious defigns, have
been too long carrying into effeét, the views of a jaco-
biat confpiracy.

If. improvements in our conftitution, or regulations
in relief or encouragement of the fubjeét, fhould be
found neceffary, the united legillature, compofed of the
loyalty, "zeal, wifdom, and ﬁrmnefs, of both countries,

unaffected
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unafﬁ:&ed by any dangcrous mﬂuence, would natural- ,
ly, zﬁd in the courfe of occurring circumf{tances and
events, as the Britith legiﬂature has long done, adopt
fuch wholefome meafures, as might beft ferve the well
wcxghed intereft and happinefs of the umtcd kmgdoms

Andin fine, in the one legiflature of the undivided
and infeparable ftate, every motive of patrlotlfm and ho-
nourable pride, would have full, fafe, and ufeful {cope
of adtion ; and, in all thofe enlightened exertions, of
which the admired example of Britain | gives a fure pro-
mife, to multiply and expand the refources, and to en-
large the profperity and power of the empire, the hearts
of the loyal ‘in both countries, would be animated and
fupported, ‘under every effort for private or publick be-
neﬁt, by the confident hope of permanent fecunty

The circumftances w}ﬁch led to the Union of Scot-
land, and the eﬁ'e&s which have flowed from i it, fully
corroborate every reafod offered for a Union of Iréland.
Scotland had fubfifted long as a feparate and independ-
ent ftate, engaged' in allithe rivalry “and confli¢t with
England incident to their contiguous fitnation. The
two nations had Harraffed and diftracted each other for
ages, to the det‘nment of both, but particularly of Scot-
land, which, except in the gallantry of her turbulent
nobility, 'and the bravery of her poor and feattered peo-
ple, exhibited no marks of national profperity. The ca-
lamities refu-ltmg from their fituation, had ‘been often
lamented by the wifer men of rank and authority in
both kingdoms, and plans had been frequently concert-
ed by which they might become united. Thefe all fail-
ed; ‘but at length, the accidental Union of the two

! M crowns
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erowns in the fame perfon, feemed to promife 2 Union
of laws, privileges, and interefts, which fhould deftroy
all former animofity, and eftablifh the tranquillity and
domeftick happinefs of the whole ifland for ever. Toa
effect fo excellent a purpofe, an incorporated Union
was earneftly fought, and in the parliament of England
even propofed, in the reign of James the firft; butna-
tional prejudices fruftrated the conciliating and whole-
fome plan. The two kingdoms therefore, until then
perfedtly feparate and independent, were to travel on
together, connected fimply by the identity of perfon in
whom the crowns were vefted. That compleat inde-
pendence fhould be preferved in a connexion of this na-
ture, was impoffible ; and accordingly Mr. Hume fays,
it might eafily have been forefeen, that the independence
of Scotland would be loft, and that, if both ftates per-
{evered in maintaining feparate laws and parliaments,
the weaker muft fenfibly fuffer fubjetion. The confe-
quences were exactly fuch as might have been forefeen.
The interefts of the two countries being diftinét, and an-
tient prejudice continuing to operate, the influence of
the fuperiour country was employed in deprefling a dan-
gerous rival rather than in elevating an infeparable
friend ; and except on occafions when England was in-
volved in difficulties and difafters, we find that the in-
fluence of the fuperiour country prevailed. In a ftate
of political Union fo flight and defeétive, England was
naturally led to watch with a jealous eye, and to guard
againft an increafe of power in Scotland, which might be
employed in fchemes, dangerous to the conftitution of
the more profperous kingdom. The part which the
Scotch had ated during the civil war in England, fur-
nithed an inftructive proof, of the effects to be dreaded

from
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from the interference of Scotland in times of publick
commotion ; and accordingly, it is to be remarked,
that after the reftoration, means were ufed to reftrain
the trade, to prevent the refources, and to deprefs the
power of Scotiand. This fyftem continued during the
reign of Charles the fecond and of James the fecond.
In the reign of William, however, advances were made
in the Scotch parliament, by political leaders fupported
by powerful parties, which not only aimed at and affert-
ed the compleat independence of Scotland,-but tended
to endanger and even totally deftroy the connexion with
Ingland. For, when the convention of eftates in Scot-
land conferred the crown of that kingdom uponWilliam, -
he received it attended with conditions, which ten-
ded to firengthen their authority, and to weaken con-
fiderably that of the crown. Thefe were taken full ad-
vantage of, as well as the peculiar difpofition and fitua-
tion of the king, who, having accomplifhed a revolution
in the caufe of liberty, and being furrounded with dan-
ger from the partifans of the abdicated monarch, was
not prepared to refift the plaufible but dangerous claims
of national enthufiafm and party fpirit. Some of thefe
demands were at firlt fo palpably dangerous (among
others, that of the right in parliament to appoint the
judges) that they were evaded for a time. But new
difficulties arofe, dangers accumulated, and it was
found that a confiderable ‘degree of conceffion was ne-
ceflary to enfure the peace and ftability of government
in Scotland. = Among other conceflions, the king’s fu-
premacy in matters of religion was furrendered, where-
by the Prefbyterians became eftablifhed in the fullnefs
of their claims ; and the inftitution of the /ords of articles

was completely abolithed. Thefe conceflions compofed
M 2 the
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the fation for a fhort time, but foon opened new fources
of diforder. The Prefbyterians inflamed by the recollec
tion of their fufferings and by the furious zeal of their
intolerant teachers, now became in their turn perfecu-
tors of all who adhered to Epifcopacy. Thefe latter,
though by no means {o numerous, yet being compofed
of confiderably more of the nobility and higher gentry,
and of the whole of the old tory party, were. nearly as
powerful 5 but the former having accomplifhed the re-
volution in Scotland and ¢onferred the crown on Wil-
liam, gained an afcendency which they were little fitted
to ufe with moderation ; and confequently the nation be-
came torn by all the violence of party. The prepara-
tions of France in favour of James, and the machinati-
ons of his numerous partifans, - rendered the authority
of William precarious ; and finding it impoffible to gain
both parties, he was forced to yield too far to the preju-
dices of the ruling party, who, peevifh, he:adﬁrong,-
felf-fufficient,” and always -réady to take advantage of
the king’s fituation, urged him occafionally to fantion
meafures which inflamed the publick diforders.  Mean-
time, the abolition of the Jordsiof articles had' given full
fcope to the influence and zeal of adtive leaders in the
parliament, who, ftep by ftep, fo far inflamed the nati-
on, and excited the parliament in purfuit of popular
meafures favourable to diftinétnefs and independence,
that the power of the crown became weakened to ineffi-
ciency, and a fpirit was created and fo{tered, which haf-
tened to diffolve the connexion between the two King-
doms. The inftitution of #he lords of articles, as it was
modified in the reign of James the firft of England, as
it was revived after the reftoration (having been abolifh-
edin the troublefome reign of Charles the firft) and as it
continued
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continued till the reign of William, confifted of eight
bifhops chofen by the temporal lords, eight temporal

lords chofen by the bifhaps, fixteen knights and bur-

gefles chofen by the eletted bithops and temporal lords,

and eight officers of ftate appointed by the crown.

Without the previdus confent of this body, the forma- .
tion of which refted ultimately in the power of the
crown, no motion could be made in parliament. It is
evident therefore, that {o long as this inftitution remained
in force, the dependence of the legiflature was perfeétly
fecured ; and Scotland could be confidered as only a de-
pendent province, with a fubordinate legiflature alting
under the controul of the cabinet of England ; in like
manner as, Ireland and the parliament of Ireland were
to be confidered, while the law of Poynings continued
to operate. But the fame {pirit which feized the oppor-
tunity of abolithing the lrds of articles, foon abufed the
liberty that had been acquired ; and the king was aétun-
ally forced to concur in aéts of the Scotch parliament,
which alarmed the parliament of England, and which
brought on inquiries and contefts nearly fatal to both
kingdoms. The repugnant interefts and mutually invi-
dious {fentiments of the two nations and parliaments,
continued to embarrafs and endanger the reign of Wil-
liam during his whole life ; and that fagacious prince,
forefeeing the deftruétion which in time muft have ne-
ceflarily followed from the unnatural and precarious fitu-
ation of the two kingdoms, earneftly recommended, in
one of the laft acts of  his life, an incorporating Union,
as effential to the fafety and happinefs of both.

In ‘the fucceeding reign, the violence of parliamenta-
ry leaders, the contentions of difcordant parties in the
nation,



nation, and the enthufiafin in favour of diftin& natio-
nal authority and independence, foon precipitated the

dzfagretmcnts between the two kingdoms to a compleat
crifis.  Any concurrénce.in, or fanétion of, the regula-
tion of fucceflion to the crown, which had been:
eftabhfhed by the parliament of England, was obfti-
nately refufed, until fuch meafures fhould be carried,
as tended not only tothe feparation of the kingdoms,~
but to the fubverfion of a]l regular or ftable govern-
ment. It was demanded that an' aét or a&s fhould be
pafled to the following effect;—that it fhould be high
treafon to adminifter the coronation oath, but by the
appointment of the eftates, or to own any perfon as
king or queen until they fhould accept fuch terms as
fhould be fettled in parliament : that elections thould be
made everv Michaelmas for a new parliament every
year, to {it the firft of November next following, and
adjourn themfelves from time to time until next Micha-
elmas : that the king fhould give the royal affent to all
laws offered by the eftates: that a committee chofen
by parliament out of their own members, thould under
the king have the adminiftration of the government, be
his council, and accountable to the parliament, with
power on extraordinary occafions to call the parlia-
ment together ; that the king without confent of par-
liament fhould not have the power of making peace
and war, or that of concluding any treaty with any

other {tate or potentate : that all places and offices both™

civil and military formerly conferred by the crown,

fhould ever after be given by parliament: that no regi-.

ment or company of horfe, foot, or dragoons fhould
be kept on foot in peace or war, but by confent of

parliament : that no pardon for any tranfgreflion thould
" e



king fhould break in upon thefe condi'iioiié govezﬁ-
ment, he fhould hy the eftates be declared to have for-—

feited the crown.” In the midft of this political fer~ -

ment in Scotland, England was engaged in war with
France; the jacobite party concerted with the foreign
enemy the means of overthrowing the government,

~ and thofe who, under the name of patriots, urged

popular meafures to the verge of anarchy, exercifed
unbounded fway. The royal authonty was coerced
by difficulties and dangers; and the famous a&t of fe-
curity, was altually paff‘ed by’ which the crowns be-

I o

be valid without confent of parliament : ‘and{héﬂaﬂy «

came legally dicepmed ; and unlefs a renewal of Union ﬂW’

could be effe€ted upon fatisfaltory terms, both nati-
ons muft inevitably have been plunged into all the hor-
rors of a civil war.’ Upon the eve, as then appeared,
of that awful crifis, both of them began to make hoi-
tile preparations, without referve, and under the fanc-
tion of laws. By virtue of a claufe in the act of fecu-
rity, fencible men were raifed in the feveral counties
of Scotland, furnithed with arms, and trained to war.
From a fpirit of retaliation as well as from neceflary
policy, the parliament of England addrefled the queen
to give orders for the fortifying the towns bordering
on.Scotland, for arming the militia, and augmenting
the regular troops ftationed in the frontier counties ;
alts were paffed tending to deftroy the commerce of
Scotland 3 and the commiffioners of the admiralty were
inftruéted to iffue orders to the navy, for making prizes
of all Scotch fhips trading to France or to any of the
ports of his majefty’s enemies ; and an additional num-
ber of cruizers were put into commiffion for the more
effectual execution of thefe orders. Thus, the tweo

kingdoms,
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kingdoms, inflamed by prejudice and refentment, both
antient and recent, ftood awaiting a moft awful iffue;
doubtful, whether they were to become etcrnal and
mutually ruinous foes, or friends united for ever in
common intereft, profperity, and patriotifm, and in all
the eventful energies, which hiftory now records to
their united honour. The degree of wifdom and vir-
tue which, fpite of violence, operated in both nations,
effeted not long after the only meafure that could
heal all ills.. 'What the confequences have been, admit
of no controverfy. Notwithftanding two attempts on
the part of France, aiding the abdicated family, in the
years 1715 and 1745, to overtura"dtr conftitution as
eftablifhed at the revolution, all that could be effeéted
on either occafion was, to raife a few thoufands into
rebellion, while the immenfe majority of Scotland re-
mained loyal and fitm. The attempts proved futile, -
and ferved only to confirm the attachment of Scotland.
A country naturally poor and comparatively incapable,
has grown progreflively rich, and in all the arts that
~ adorn and cherifh human life, advances ftep by ftep
‘with England. ‘Agriculture has been cultivated with
fuch fpirit and ability, that the native barrennefs of the
land yields daily to the introduction “of plenty; manu-
faltures of every fort have fpread from the Leven
to the Tweed; and all Scotland, in the face of the
country, and ‘in the exertions of ' the inhabitants, as
well ‘as in the teftimony of her hiftorians, owns the
b‘leﬂin'gs of 2 Union, which refcued her from fepara-
tion, internal war, and lafting mifery, and joined her
in a participation of all that had made England, and
has fince' made Great Britain, powerful, free, and

happy.
No,



~ Now, here we have feen a kingdom; connedted with

England by the fame ﬂcnder link which connets Ire-

land with Great Britain. We have feen that connexi-
on fecure and unaffedted, while Scotland remained de-
pendent upon England : and we have {ecen that when
that dependence was done away, every difficulty, fug-
gefted to parties and their leaders, a fit occafion to aft
fert new claims, more congenial, in their apprehenﬁo?,
to the nature of a diftin& and independent kingdom,
until finally, a train of events, perplexing to the go-
vernment, and dangerous to publick fecnnty, urged
both kingdoms to the verge of mutual deﬁ‘ru&lon
Can falts and events be ¥magined, fubﬁanually more
applicable to_ the fituation of Ireland and Great Bri-
tain? We have not arrived indeed at that ftate, in
which hoihhgy, {eparation, and connexion with other
powers, are announced or fa.nf_honed by. refpeltive
laws ; but thefe deftrutive _purpofe's_' have been long
purfued by a confiderable party in the nation, natural-
ly grow out  of diftin¢tnefs and independence, and. for
full accomplifhment await only new difficulties and
new trains of untoward events, which may ferve as
occafions, to give to the diftin¢t and indcpendent ftate,
the defigns hitherto foftered by a confiderable portion
of its people.

Are we then to reft fecure, after all the {ymptoms
and warnings we > have obferved, not only in the com~
munity atedarge, but in the legiflature, until the evil
grown teo great and approached too near, becomes
inevitable2 No—we dare not reft fecure. All that
happened; far worfe than happened in-a ngdom fimi-
lagly fituated, may, muft take place in Ireland, where

i N cvery
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every internal tendency is more malignant, and at a
period, when externally, we are threatened with every
danger that portends ruin to all regulated fociety.

A great deal has been faid, and very unfoundedly,
refpetting the fuperiour profperity of Ireland to that
of Scotland, notwithftanding the fuppofed advantages
of the Union; as if, in truth, fuch fuperiority, taking
it as falt, could materially affet the queftion.

That Ireland is of greater extent in territory, that
it pofleffes more than double the quantity of produc-
tive {oil, that the natural fertility of its land is in gene-
ral incomparably fuperiour, that its climate is more
mild and genial, that its fituation for commerce with
the reft of the world is far more commodious, that all
its capabilities are incalculably greater, cannot be deni-
ed by any man acquainted with both countries ; and
indeed, is univerfally acknowledged by all who pre-
tend to fpeak or write upon the fubjeét : but whether,
in proportion to their refpective natural advantages,
Ircland be fuperiour in profperity to Scotland, makes
a very different queftion.

Ireland, from the circumftances mentioned, is capa-
ble of maintaining at leaft three times the number of
inhabitants ; of carrying on every profitable art and oc-
cupation in a manifoldly more enriching degree ; and of
affording to the common fupport and protection of the
Empire, a very fuperiour acceffion of refource and
power. Yet, in thefe great criterions of profperity,
colletively confidered, Scotland, relatively to its na-

tural
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tural capability, is confiderably fuperiour. Her inha-
bitants, almoft to a man loyal, induftrious, and effec-
tive, amount, according to aftual enumeration of
two thirds of the parifhes, publithed in the ftatiftical
furvey, to nearly two millions ; while in this country,
by every fober and rational calculation*, taken from
fuch documents as were founded on any, thing likeac-
tual enumeration, the number of inhabitants, includ-
ing not only the merely idle and profligate, but the
immenfe multitude of traitors or internal foes, cannot
at prefent amount to more than three millions.. With
refpect to the linen manufaéture, in which Ireland has
all along been foftered by Great Britain, and for which
the is by nature, happily, more peculiarly fitted than
any other country in the world, Scotland, in her in-
feriour fituation, produces annually at leaft half the
quantity produced annually by Ireland.

In foreign trade, that is, in the trade carried on:
with nations properly foreign and- diftin¢t from Eng-
land, Scotland is greatly {fuperiour.. In the years 1764
and 1765, the foreign exports of Scotland amounted
to 1,200,000/ per annum. Afterwards, in the war
with the Colonies, the exports were indeed materially
depreffed, becaufe a confiderable part of the exports
of Scotland was to the Colonies, and zbat commerce
was then, for a time, turned into other channels.
But, in the years 1783, 1784, and 1785, the exports
of Scotland again revived; a confiderable portion of

Scotch capital having been, in the meantime, employ-

ed in the improvements of agriculture. In the latter
year, they amounted to above a million fterling; and

% Sece Dodtor Price particularly.
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ifScotland has, fince that time, continued to keep the
fame proportion of pace with England, which it had
done for a long feries of years before, the exports of
Scotland muft at this time amount to at leaft two mil-
lions annually : whereas, the average annual foreign
export of Ireland, for the laft feven years, ending
Lady-day wmé, amount onlyto one million fterling.

- But there remain yet more decifive proofs of the fuperi-

our induftry and enterprife, and of the relatively fupe-
tiour ftate of profperity in Scotland. The greater ex-
tent and multiplicity of commercial correfpondence
evince the former; and the greater quantity of fhip-
ping, and greater produce of revenue fhew the latter.
In the year 1797, the receipts of the poft office in
Scotland amounted to 109,793/; whereas, in the
fame year, the reciepts” of the poft office in Ireland
amounted only to 68,256/.* In the year 1793, the
regifter tonnage of fhipping belonging to Scotland
amounted to 159,195, in 1795 to 145,391, and in
1797 to 136,532 5 whereas, in the year 1793, the re-
gilter tonnage of fhipping belonging to Ireland amount-
ed only to 67,790, in 1795 only to 58,765, and in
1797 only to 53,181, - In the year 1797, the net
produce of Scotch revenue amounted to 1,487,000/ 3
whereas, in the fame year, the net produce of Irith
revenue amounted only to 1,43%,5 16/

Now, taking together all thefe falts, refpe&ing that
country to which nature has been fo unpropitious, and
on the poverty and wretchednefs of which, at and be-

* There may probably be more franking here than in Scotland,
but it cannot account for the difference between 62,ccol. Irifh, and

, ¥0g,0c0/. Britith ; for, it has heen calculated, and is generally believed,

that two-thirds of the correfpondence carried on by means of franking,
would ceafe to exift, if franks could be no longer obtained.

fore
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fore the Union, the enemies of fuch a meafure for Ires
land, feem to defcant with fatisfaction ; and adding the
univerfallyadmitted fact, that Scotland, during the great-
er part of the eighteenth century, has advanced in'far’
greater proportion'than England itfelf ; it appears, that
the Union of Scotland with England has greatly pro-
motedits profperity,as well as its tranquillity andfecurity.
We have no reafon therefore, from the experience of
the meafure in Scotland, to dread a Union of this
country with Great Britain as the blight of our blef-
fings, but rather to hail it as an event, aufpicious to
our profperity, as well as to our fecurity ; if, in truth,
any ftate of things can with propriety be called prof-
perous, in which there is no intrinfick fecurity.

But, be the great national benefits refulting to Ireland

. from a Union what they may, it feems, that the circum=

ftance, of one hundred commoners, and thirty lords,

attending their parliamentary duty in England during
" half the year, will ruin the city of Dublin; and there-

fore, the meafure is to be indignantly rejected, without
farther confideration.

Now, what will be in fact the different ftate of cir-

- cumftances as to the city of Dublin? fimply, that on@

hundred and thirty perfons of confiderable property,

will fpend one half of the year in London inftead of -

Dublin. Thefe very perfons would, in the prefent
ftate of the two kingdoms, {pend a confiderable por-
tion of their time and property in- England, in the
long intervals of parliamentary duty. It is natural,
and perhaps proper, in men of their rank and fortune,
to improve their minds, and by confequence, improve

‘ their
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their country, in frequent perfonal intercourfe with
the rank and property of the 'great fifter kingdom.
Such intercourfe is neceffary alfo, to preferve and pro-
mote cordiality of fentiment, uniformity of habits, and

correfpondence of opinions and principles, on the great
lubjects of conftitution and policy. It 'is the men of .

rank, property, and education, who ultimately lead
the opinions, and form the habits, of the moft impor-
tant part of fociety,; and therefore, the more fimilar
fuch leading characters refpectively become in both
cohntries, the more fimilar by degrees, will refpective-
ly become all the orders below them; and the more
- efpecially, and the more effetually, when the chafm
between the ranks in this country, fhall, in the progrefs

of induftry and enterprife, and their fure confequence

diffufion of property, have been filled by thofe ufeful
orders of men, who bind together the higher and
lower ranks, and who give to each, virtues, which,
without their intervention, twould for ever remain un-
known. Thefe one hundred and thirty perfons, having
performed their duty in parliament, will then moft na-
turally, and it may be faid, neceffarily, in order to
vary the fcene, to preferve and improve their local in-
terefts, and to regulate their property, retire to their
eountry, and there, among their conftituents, employ
their time, their property, and improved underftand-
ings, in ufeful intercourfe, and valuable improvements.
The probability follows, that more of their property
will then be fpent in their own peculiar country, and
particularly more among that ufeful race of men, the
peafantry, than in the prefent ftate of things. And,
if the country at large improves and flourifhes, it is
weak indeed to fuppofc, that the capital will not be

abundantly :
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abundantly fupplied with thofe, who having acquired
afluence, will feek, in the gratification of all the de-
fires generated by wealth, the {fuperiour conveniencies
of a large and commodious city. It is not merely by |
the nobility and higher gentry, that luxuries and ex-
penfive conveniencies are affetted. They who are
daily ga'm'mg riches ‘and confequence, by means of
their own induftry, or the induftry of their fathers,
(and their number muft conftantly increafe,) are gene-
rally the moft profufe in their expences: they aim to
furpafs in coftly appearance, thofe who are their fupe-
riours in rank; and though their conduét may be
individually unwife, yet the -altive induftry of fo-
ciety is promoted. Befides, in the court of the chief
governor ; in the general refort to the courts of law;
in the feat of the univerfity; and in the centre of ag-
gregation, which the habits of ages hive made up-
changeable, there is more than fufficient fecurity, that
an abundant proportion of the rank and opulence of
the nation, will conftantly contribute to the full fup-
port of the city of Dublin.

Surely, every county and town in Great Britain, ex-
cept Middlefex and:London, has equal reafon to com-
plain of the periodical refidence of its nobility and re-
prefentatives at the feat of government, as any of the
counties or towns in Ireland. The counties and towns
in Great Britain, ‘are in general as diftant from the
feat of government, as thofe of Ireland, and as tena-
cious of ‘their particular interefts: but, experience and
common fenfe have long taught them,. that the recipro-
cal benefits, derived to and from the different parts of
the fame ftate, are o multiplied and fo mutually en-

TN riching



riching; as to annihilate all confideration of the ovcca~
fional or periodical change of refidence of any of; its
fubjels.

But, if the city of Dublin particularly, needs an
example to calm its apprehenfions, it has but to look
to Edinburgh; which, in common with the reft of
Scotland, has gradually flourifhed fince the Union
has, not only, increafed in inhabitants, in wealth, and
in extent, but rivals in beauty and magnificence, and
in a numerous nobility and gentry, the greater part of
the capitals of  Europe.

To reprefent the benefits of Union, however, or to
anfwer objections to it, we are told, can nothing avail ;
forthat, if it could be demenitrated, that the meafure
is fraught with' the pureft'bleflings, or ‘even neceflary
to our exiftence, yet the parliaments of the two king-
doms are incompetent to the  accomplithment of it.
But, if parliament be incompetent to accomplith a mea-
fure of extraordinary benefit to the community, there
muft be fome other power which is competent, and
which' muft ‘be ‘reforted  to forthe purpofe: for, it
cannot be admitted, that fo melancholy an abfurdity
can exift in our conflitution, orin any wife or rational
conflitution, as an  utter incompetence to adopt; any
new regulation of ftate, or any change in the fyf-
tem of fupreme authority, which may be foand
neceflary ‘to fecurity, or, in any other way, productive
of rgreat publick utility. Yet, our conftitution, from
its earlie{t hiftory, to its laft improvement, has recog=
nised no other power, by which' fuch great purpofes
can be effefted, than the comcurrent will of the three
eftates of parliament. This concurrent power, has

not
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iot been confined to the enaction of laws, or autho-
ritative decifions, binding on the whole community,
merely for the direCtion or controul of the a&ions of
the fubjet; but extends to the enlargement or diminu=
tion of the dominions of the ftate ; and to fuch changes
and improvements in the conflitution itfelf, as may beft
ferve the happinefs of the great community, according
to the exifting fituation of the country, internal and ex-
ternal, and according to the varying circumftances of
human affairs. It adopts and confirms compaéts with
other ftates, which compaéts often make material chan-
ges in the property, and even in the territory of our own
ftate ; it admits foreigners to all the privileges of citi-
zenfhip; it confers and takes away franchife, according
as publick good may require; it regulates, limits, and
alters, the fucceflion to the crown it varies and limits
the regal prerogatives; it alters the duration of par-
liaments ; and no loyal fubject has yet denied that it is
competent, (though he may ftrenuoufly deny the com-
petence of any modern popular convention) to adopt
any, the moft effential, reforms, in its own formation,
and confequently in the conftitution, which the fecu-
rity and happinefs of the community, may point out as
neceffary, or materially ufeful. Precedents, which
prove the repeated exercife of thefe inherent powers,
have been {o copionfly adduced by others, that to do
more than allude to them, would be idle and tedious.
The principle, which founds them, as it is extracted
from the hiftory of human nature, is fo juftly unfolded,

and fo elegantly exprefled, in a publithed fpeech of a
member of parliament*, that no words could more

® Secwtbe [ubfance of Mr.W illiam Smith's Speech, page 43.

& aptly
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“aptly illuftrate the dotrine of parliamentary compe-
tence.” ¢ Our conftitution” faid he “is not one of
« thofe obftinate and incorrigible fyftems, which ‘muft
« Hobble on through ages, accumulating abufes, or
« only getting rid of them by periodical revolution :
« our conftitution admits the principle of felf-correc-
¢« ton: fteady to its objects, which are freedom and
« good order, it purfues the path which the period
« fupplies, for their attainment; and poffeffes, in the
<« boundlefs competence of its legiflature, the means,
« as it rolls its blefiings through ages to pofterity, of
« peaceably and imperceptibly adapting itfelf to cir-
« cumftances as they arife, of attending, with fuitable
« provifions, the fucceflive changes of powers and in-
s¢ terefts, manners and opinions, and of keeping pace
« with time, by fafe and gradual innovation.”

-

But the great precedent of the Union of England
and Scotland, prominent in the records of the Englith
conflitution, that conftitution which was early adopted,
and has long taken root, in this country, fo fully ap-
plies to the prefent queftion, and has fo long been
{antioned by the approbation, and juftified by the ex-
perience, of the great and united people from whom
we are chiefly derived, that it may be fafely inferred,
‘that no other power than the concurrent authority of
the feveral eftates of parliament, could confiftently be
called upon, in the prefent analogous cafe, to make

the decifion which fhall prove obligatory and conclu-
five.

In an appeal to the /opa/ inhabitants of Ireland, it is

almoft unneceflary to fhew, that, to call togeiher con-

ventions

y

i




99

ventions of the people, or to refort to any of the popu-
lar and newly invented modes of deciding upon matters
of national concern, would be to diffolve the bands of
fociety, and to invalidate the fecurities, by which, the
pofleflion of the fruits of induftry, and the good order
of human life, are preferved,—and, in this day of mad
vanity, with difficulty preferved.

In all inquiries into the nature and ends of govern-
ment, nothing can be more idle and futile; than at-
tempts, to decompofe human fociety into its original
elements, and to inveftigate that ftate of things, which
is fuppofed to have taken place, before fociety or govern-
ment aflumed any form, or adopted any laws for the -
regulation and controul of human conduct. Hiftory
records no fuch ftate of things; no man has ever yet
feen fuch a ftate; and hitherto, it has exifted, only in
the imagination of thofeingenious or idle theorifts, who
compofe romances upon the nature and right of man.
According to the natural fitnations and accidental rela-
tions, in which tribes or nations of men have been ori-
ginally placed, they palpably appear to have adopted,
as circuftances required, the rules or laws of conduét,
with refpect to themfelves and to their neighbours,
which experience pointed out to them as neceffary.
Thefe rules or Jaws could not operate without effectual
fanétions ; and therefore, fome fupreme power, in every
ftage of fociety, has been found to exift, for the purpofe
of making law powerful and refpetted. Under the pro~
te&ion of thefe laws, in every progreflive ftep of civili
zation, the various individuals in a ftate, make the in-
numerable exertions, which give whatever of riches,
power; and general improvement, it happens to ac-

0 2 ‘ quire.



quire. In the progrefls of ages, we clearly obferve, a
fyftem is formed, conftantly recognifed, and fully efta~
blithed. This fyftem is conflituted of conftantly recog--
nifed, and long eftablithed authorities; and of t:he va-
rious rank, exclufive property, civil fecurity, and ufe-
ful privilege, which have gradually grown out .of the
peculiar nature, circumftances, and experienge, of the
people or nation, under the proteftion and energy of
thofe authorities. Now, it is evident, that, to refer
the decifion on any great national meafures, to the gene-
ral mafs of the people, in any form ‘whatever, would
fink the dignity, and fhake the fixed nature, of thofe
eftablithed authorities ; would withdraw all proteftion
from the rank, property, and privilege, which the ac-
cumulated exertions of ages had created ; would betray
all the principles, on which thofe exertions had been
made ; would eradicate from fociety all ufeful motives 3
would deftroy the- whole {yftem of civilization; and
confign, naked and defencelefs, to a ftate of defert na-
ture, all thofe charatters, which illuftrate and exalt the
nature of man. 'The hiftory of the world, the fimpleft
common obfervation, and, if it were neceffary, the ex-
ample of France, make the conclufion too plain for dif=
cuffion. If, however, any great queftion of ftate be re-
ferred to the decifion of any other than the eftablithed
authorities, it muft neceflarily be to the great body of
the people. There is no third, no middle, party, to
which the power can be committed ; for, to any fuch
party, or body of men, are oppofed in full force, all
the objeltions, as to want of univerfal confent, which
can poflibly be urged againft parliament, added to
thofe of a more irrefiftable nature, which arife from the
obfence




102

conftitution under which the people of England live, as
’al.ready'has been hinted, 7hat which we enjoy was de-
rived. At firft, the Epglith fettlement here was unfit
to make ufe 0 of . the perfe& form of the Englith conftitu--
tion : fuch part as was neceflary, and could be render-
ed opq:rau\{c, took place under Englifh authority ; and,
~ from time to time, as the Englifh fettlers increafed, and
the reft of the country became incorporated with them,
“ the Englifh conftitution was more perfectly adopted and
eftablifhed. * At laft, the whole of the country became
compleatly fubjeét to Englith lawsj and accordingly,
the principles and form of the Englifh conftitution, have
been, by degrees, fo perfectly adopted in Ireland, that,

confidering the executive of England is the executive of

Ireland, and conftitutes ene branch of her legiflature,
we may with truth and propriety be faid, as we gene-

rally are faid, to live under the Englith conftitution. -
The people of both kingdoms fpeak the fame language ; -

the fame religion has been long eftablifhed among them ;
they are regulated in almoft all refpects by exactly fimi-
lar laws; and their whole fum of interefts is bound up
in one fate. They inhabit two maritime iflands, placed
near each other in a corner of Europe ; their chief pow-
er and defence are maritime ; they are particularly fitted
for mutual affiftance ; they are feared and envied, and
almoft furrounded, by many of the moft powerful ftates
in the world. Could any aggregate of circumftances,
more forcibly point out the propriety of Union, or
tend to make the tranfition more eafy and effe¢tual ? and
furely, no wviolence can be offered either to principle or
precedent, if the conftitutional power, which originally
emanated from the Englith conftitution, which took

root
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abfence of eftablithed authority, and of that preferip~
tive ufage, under which the ftate, from infancy to ma-
turity, has been formed.

The example of diftinét ftates, incorporating with
each other, for the purpofe of mutual fecurity, or of
promoting the profperity of both, is not unfrequent in
in the hiftory of civilization : and we find fuch Unions
conftantly effeCted throngh the known and eftablifhed
authorities, which had refpectively governed fuch ftates,
In England, in France, in Germany, in Batavia, in
Switzerland, there have been abundant inftances. In
every inftance indeed that can be adduced, it muft be
admitted, that, nearnefs and convenience of fituation,
fimilar di{pofition, language, and ufages, and common
fecurity, have, in whole or in part, induced the mea-
fure : and it muft alfo be admitted, that the fuppofed
cales, which, in controverting the general principle of
Union, have been objeted, of the poflible incorpora-
tion of ftates totally diffimilar and unfit to coalefce,
would prabably prove equally deftructive as unnatural,
Such objettions, and every extravagant fuppofition that
has been made for the fame purpofe, prove no more
than, that particular meafures, in their tendency, would
be bad and ruinous, and that, probably, they would
meet with a correfponding fate 3 but they prove nothing
againft the competency of the eftablifhed authorities of
one ftate, to concur with thofe of another, in a mutual
incorporation, calculated to produce lafting bleflings to
both.

But, widely different is the cafe of Great Britain and

Ircland from all thofe wild imaginations. From.'the
| conftitution

1
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root and grew up under Englith authority and prote€-
on, and wlnch, has attained the nature, and ufages of
the Englifh conftitution, fhould, in conjunétion with the
conftitutional power of its parent, adopt a Union of
conftitution, in fpirit and in torm, the fame as the com-
ponent parts.

But, apprehenfion’is entertained, that the junftion, of
a proportionate number of lords and commoners for
Ireland, with the lords and commoners for Great Bri-

tain, muft impair the conftitution ; becaufe, ‘as it is in-

finuated, it would increafe the proportion of the influ-
ence of the crown. This appreherifion, whether real
or affe@ed, ftrengthens the neceffity of confolidating
the legiflatures of the two kingdoms : for, it amounts to
-this ; that the motives to unprincipled adventure im,
what has been called, the trade of parliament, will be
confiderably diminifhed; if not eradicated ; and that,
confequently, the important concerns of the ftate, will
not be fo often impeded and'injured, by thofe inflamma-
tory harangues, and that mifchievous fpirit of intrigue,
through which, thefa&ious purpofes of party, and the
felfith views of ‘individuals, are€ too often promoted.
But the apprehenfion has, in truth, very little founda-
‘tion : for, the patronage of tbe crown cannot then have
fo extenfive an influence in parliament as at prefent; be-
caufe, many of the members now enjoy profitable places
here, which require an attendance on the duty attached
to them, ‘and which, confequently, they could not en-
joy, if aftteﬁding parliament in England : befides, the
refidence of a parliament and a correfponding adminif-
tration here, requires many offices, which then would

not
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ot be neeeffary 3 and, the members to be returned for

Ireland, upon the liberal plan in contemplation, would
all be men of that fuperiour rank and fortune, which at
leaft give confiderable probability, that they would iu
general be attuated, by higher and more generous fen-
timents, than interefted wifhes for a few paltry places ;
and if, as we hope, the talents of many of them, fhould
frequently point tliem out, as fit perfons to take a lead-
ing part in the conduct of the empire, Ireland will reap
her fhare of honour and importance, in the dlgmﬁcd
progrefs of the imperial ftate.

At all events, whatever may be the calculations on
the eventual propof{tion of the influence of the crown,
it is certain, that the Union of Scotland, has not pro-
duced fuch increafe of regal influence, as has, in any
degree, diminifhed the force or effect of conftitutional
oppofition; and, it is as certain, that, within the laft
twenty or thirty years, fome of the moft popular mea-
{fures, have been carried in the Britifh parliament, that
are to be found in the hiftory of the Englith conftituti-
on. It has been determined, that commiffioners of
cuftoms or excife fhall not fit in the Britifh parliament ;
—revenue officers have been deprived of the eleltive
franchife ;—the general iffue, in informations and in-
di¢tments for libels, has been completely committed to
the jury. Thefe and many other aéts of fimilar ten-
dency, have fully demonftrated the power and indepen-
dence of the people, and the full proportion of influ-
ence iu the democratick part of the conftitution. And,
with regard to the effeét of the meafure now in difcuf-

fion, let it be imprefled, that thelords and commoners,
? whe
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:who ﬁwoukt appear ﬁ)rlrc’czmd in the face of obferv-,

ing Europe, ‘would be of a defcription, not likely. -

deed to engage in “profligate or interefted oppbﬁtloﬁ,

but . moft likely to join, with refpetable and indepen=.

dent members like themfelves, in effeCtual oppofition
16 every encroachment, that might be attempted, upon

weftablifhed rights ; becaufe, in effablithed rights, are
at once involved, the interefts of every rank in the

community, and the extended well being of the
whole.

In the confideration of the relative {tate, and the pro-
pofed Union, of two kingdoms, fo connelted and fo
conftituted as Great Britain and Ireland, the fentiment,
refpefting the diftin&t name, dignity, and indepén-
dence, of a diftinét and independent kingdom, which

feems to have roufed many to a kind of rage, is of {o .
vague and elufive a nature, that the underftanding

finds in it nothing f{ubftantial, on which to found any
rational inference or opinion. But, if national fecurity,
profperity, virtue, and happinefs, be extended, and
rendered ‘mutually more effe¢tual bleflings ; if both
kingdoms, in the at of conferring benefits, receive
reciprocally greater; if prejudice and jealoufy yield to
cordiality and amity ; if the power and dignity of each,
contribute to the greater power and dignity of both
incorporated 3 and, if all the valuable and honourable
qualities . in either people, confpire to elevate the cha-
ratter of the united people; then fhall national inde-
pendence, national dignity, and national character, mag-
nified, refined, and exalted, give uobler fentiments to
¢very fubject of the United Kingdomg and incite him to

P greater






