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T H E  following Letter from  M ur tag h Feagaii 
was found at the Grand Canal Harbour after the 
arrival o f the boat, on the 2 2d ult. and fent to us 
by a friend. W e mufl apologize to M urtagh, to 
vjhofe opinions we g ive  credit, fo r  the liberty we 
have taken in printing it ; and to appeafe him, we 
w ill tell him a Jlory. A  boy who had left his 
mother and gone to fea , wrote to her from  one of 
the fea-ports, and directed it ,— “  To my Mother in 
London.''— The mother having been a confiderable 
time without hearing from  “  her childy ’ went to 
the poft-offi.ce, and ajked i f  they had any letter to 
her from  “  my fon.”>— The clerk recollected having 
a  letter directed to <f my m o t h e r a n d  gave it to 
her— In this he was right— Probably but fo r  the 
irregularity o f conveyance, the public would have 
been deprived o f the correfpondence o f Darby, and 
his friends, fo r  which we have fo great a regard 
that we truft the fame inconvenience w ill continue 
fo r  fome time yet to come.

a d v e r t i s e m e n t .



L E T T E R ,  & c .

I  J U S T  fcen your very k ind  letter from L ondon, 
to  my Coufin G erm an Denis Feagan, o f  Edenderry , 
b r e e c h e s - m aker, in p rin t— for that was the way he 
faw it firft— Between you and I, the man who 
found it was no gentlem an, as a body may fay, 
for fending it to  a printer before he got my Coufin’s 
leave to do fo ; but m ay-be he knew that my 
Coufin could only read print, and that was his 
reafon. I ihould like to  have feen the letter itfelfj 
becaufe I know  when you left your country to  
feek your fortune in L ondon  as you faid, you
could neither read nor write.

M y dear Darby , I have had your letter read to
m e with a great deal o f  attention ; for though I 
am  a huxter man by trade, and have a wife 
and fix children to fupport, yet there is fo litt e 
call in my way, that 1 have plenty o f  time on my 
hands. I f  1 did not know , Darby, how near you 
are to N ew gate, I would almoft believe from 
your politics, that you did, as you fay, ply at 
Saint Jam es’s. I  know, Darby, you are not a 
chairman, though I have no doubt you deferve 
to  be (trapped between the poles ; for inc ee , m y 
dear Darby, the ftocks. the whipping pofo , the 
cart’s tail, and the gallows, are poles well fluted 
to fuch friends to their country as you are ; a 
I think half an hour’s pum ihm ent in t e or y
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way would be o f great fervice to a perfon like 
you my dear Darby.

By “  the likes o f u s ” my dear Darby, I dare 
fay you mean the common people o f  this poor 
country ; and by the way of ferving “  the likes o f 
us” you would fet us all by the ears ? Y ou would 
let the oranges and the lemons a fqueezing o f each 
other, that by deftroying themfelves, and of courfe 
“ the likes of u s ” the union which you fay will be 
o f  inch ufe would be brought about.

W h a t does it matter to you or to me, my dear 
Darby, how the counfellurs at law as you call 
them, get their money in this poor Country -, but 
this “  the likes o f us” know, that let them get it as 
they will, fuch o f them as have it fpend it amongft 
us. And my dear Darby, though the copperafhion, 
as you call them, which is a wrong name, as the 
man that printed your letter fays, do the things 
you fay they they do, and do not love a bone in 
the ikin o f  “ the likes o f us” yet a great many 
poor people earn good and honeft bread by A p
plying their Worfhips with T urbo t and Soals, and 
other fifh; befides fatgeefe, turkies, crammed fowl, 
and all other kinds of good eatables and drinkables. 
So that Darby dear, whatever you may think of 
them, they are not fo bad neither.

M y dear Darby, as for the borough mongers 
with whom you feem in fuch a paffion, and abufe 
fo m uch; no doubt a reformation amongft them 
is very much wanting as I hear: but Hill, my dear 
Darby, let who will buy them or fell them, or let 
who will pay the piper— why though they do fell 
themfclves as a body may fay, and have fold their
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Country  over and over again as you fay, yet the 
money they ge t is lpent at home am ongft us, and 
helps to fupport «  the likes o f  us,"  by giving em 
ployments to all kinds o f  trades and m anufadures; 
and only fur the regulation that prevents ribbons 
being worn, I hear the weavers would have good 
bufineis when there was an eledtion.

A nd  why, my dear D v b y ,  do  you begrudge 
Ja ck  Fojler fix thou land pounds a year for ail the 
care he takes of the Country ?— as i f  all chat 
m oney too did not go  am ongft «  tbe likes o f us 
Sure ail that know Jack  knows this o f  him, that 
by the great interelt he had amongft the parl iament 
men, lie turned the wade grounds o f  Ireland, from 
the bogs in the valley, to the heath on the ’top o f  
the mountains, into corn fields: and fure every 
body knows it is not his faulc that we can hardly 
ge t bread to buy for love or money.

A nd  what do we care, my dear Darby, i f  that 
P u t Duignan  as you call him, is the fame b lack
muzzled little fellow that ufed to be waiting on 
the prieft end ferving mafs at A rran-Q uay chnpple; 
fure he is but one man, and does what he pleafes 
without troubling his head about «  the likes o f us,” 
and why fhould we mind him.

N ow  m y dear Darby i f  our Parliament is to  be 
united, as we hear in this part o f  the Country it is 
to be, 1 am told there will be three hundred eftated 
gentlemen from this Country fitting in the Englifh 
houfe o f  commons reprefenting the people o f  Ireland, 
and I am told that if they only lpend t-zvo hundred 
pounds a year each in the city cf London, that it 
would oi courle be takiug fix ty  tboujand pounds a
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vear out o f Ireland ; and I am alfo told by the fame 
perfon who paffes for a great fcholar in this part 
o f the Country, that there will be f i o r d s  fitting in 
the Engliih houfe of lords reprefenting themfelves; 
and they, you know, mult fupport their dignity 
and that if they fpend three thoufand pounds apiece 
in the city of London a year, that then Dublin will 
loofe one hundred and fifty  tnoufand pounds a year 
more. And 1 hear that of courfe Ireland will loofe 
every year during the union two hundred and ten 
thoufand pounds. I don’t know, dear Darby, if I 
have been told truth, but I wiih you would enquire 
about it, and let me know , a n d  if Ireland won’t 
loofe by it, let me know what ihe will make ; be- 
caufe you know I have no learning. But my dear 
Darby, if it ihould be the cafe that Dublin will 
loofe fo much, why then the ihop-keepers may 
ihut up their ihops, for there will be a plentiful 
fcarcity of every th ing ; and as a ballot finger in
this country fays,

« Turnips will grow in the Royal Exchange 
“  And Cabbages down a long Dame-ftreet.

So that the devil a merchant, ihop-keeper, or 
workman will be found in the whole city, nor a 
landlord in ihe  country ; for the landlords will all 
go off to England ; and the poor tenants will be 
peeled alive like fo many boiled potatoes by thofe 
( ruel and bloody favages the agents and under 
agents of the landlords, between whom and the 
flint-fkinners of prodtors, and tythe proftors, “  the 
likes of us" would be left as bare as fo many 
plucked geefe; and if ever we get a bit of bread 
it will put the children in mind of other times, an

• 6



théy will be apt to tr y  out, «  O h  m àm m y do yow 
rem em ber the day we had the m e a t'1

N o  doubt, Darby> the union you talk o f  will 
m ake gentlemen o f  “  the likes o f  u s ” ju ft in the 
fame manner as I  hear it made gentlemen o f  the 
Scotch ; for I rem em ber my grand-father who went 
to that country harveft m aking , fing an old fong 
m ade by one o f  thofe m en called Engliih  wits, 
every verfe o f  which ended with

“  Loufy Scot I tell you again,
“  T h e  Union will make you all gentlemen.”

by which it was m eant that “ the likes o f  us” in 
Scotland fhould be made gentlemen foldiers to fight 
for Engliihm en, who never fail when a battle is 
won, to keep all the glory to themfelves.

Y ou  feem very m uch furprized, my dear D arby , 
that U nited  Iriihm en and Orangem en fhould hug 
cach other and oppofe the U nion  : but do you forget 
that they are all natives \ and that there is nothing 
unnatural when the credit and intereft o f our country 
is at (lake, and when the fervants o f  the Englifh 
minifters want to deftroy both, that natives though 
they may difagree am ong themfelves, fhould jo in  
together to oppofe a com m on enemy. I t  is ju ft 
like what you and I, Darby, have often feen, where 
a man and his wife fall out, and fall a fighting 
together, and a Jlranger goes between them, that 
they both fall upon him, and the only union that 
takes place is a union am ongft— themfelves. I t  is 
then they forget the caufe o f  their quarrel, and ac
knowledge the love that ihould keep them together; 
it is then, my dear Darbyy that they call together 
their children and relations and neighbours, and in

lightning
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a flafh o f  lightening forget their difpute while they 
« drink fuccefs to old Ireland” W hen  did you 
drink that toad lad, my dear Darby ?

Ah, dear Darby ! you cannot get at the blind 
fide o f me fo eafily as you thought to get at the 
blind fide o f  my coufin, when you told him that 
taxes upon land lords are paid by themfelves, and 
do not fall upon <f the likes of u s” N o , Darbyy a 
tax is like bribery, it begins with the great and it 
ends with the fmall; D on’t try to coax us into a 
U nion upon that head, Darby, if you love me, I 
know the poor o f England were once happy ; and 
you know they are now complaining ; for the 
Engliih army and militia that are come over here., 
I  don’t include th« ikeleton regiments from H o l
land that are come over to recruit for the next 
fecret expedition, have almoft every man of them 
good trades, but were obliged to enlift for want o f  
employment. One regiment, to be fure, I hear 
was remarkably induftrious whilft in this Country ; 
for it is to them we are indebted for the only little 
ready money at prefent to be got. I f  they could fo 
eafily turn copper into filver, why can t we turn 
fome of our manufa&ure into gold ?

D czr Darby, my friend the fchoolmafter who is 
writing this for me, is obliged to attend his fcholars. 
So I have nô more to add, but that I will ftay as 
I am ; and to the devil I  bob your advice, my 
dear Darby.

his

M U R T A G H  X F E A G A N .
mark,

Edenderry, zzd  Dec. 1799.


