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A  H I N T ,  & c .

A T  a crifis w h en  every thing moft deaf 
to Iriilimen is at ftake, w hen their country  
trembles on the brink o f  an unfathom able 
abyfs, and the monfler o f  defpotifm ftands 
ready to devour them  ; it becomes the  
du ty  o f  an individual to  declare his opi
nions, and to th row  his mite o f  disapproba
tion into the national fund. At a t ime 
w hen  unanimity o f  exertion is the only requi- 
fite, and energy o f  aflion the only falvation, 
no  perfon can be too infignificant to publiih 
his fentiments ; for, however ignoble the 
organ by which it 'is expreifed, the  “ ftill 
fmall voice” o f  t ru th  w ill be heard, and the 
incontrovertible arguments o f  felf-intereft 
viujl be remembered. It is fcarce'y necef-t 
fary to fuggeft, that, at this moment, the 
fu ture  exiftence o f  Ireland depends upon 
the  fteadinefs o f  a part o f  the inhabitants, 
and the profperity o f  millions, on the re- 
folution o f  a few : with the determination
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of  fhofe few, refis every thing we have to 
hope, or dread. I have not leifure to weigh 
my words, or examine my expreffions; but, 
furely, t ru th  requires no adventitious aid, 
nor integrity any itudied apology. T he  
time for fpeculation is paft ; the moment 
of decifion is prefent. T h e  men of Ireland 
can no longer fit calmly contemplating the 
advantages and difadvantages of the va
rious forms of government, the probable 
improvements of  mankind, or the infinite 
perfectibility of the human race : their
fympathies are now contra&ed within- the 
boundaries of their own iiland ; their ener
gies muit now be turned to the preferva- 
tion of their own rights; and their exertions 
immediately direded to the defence of  their 
own interefts. There is no time for deli
beration— Refolution muit be prompt— 
The enemy is at our gates ; and in a few 
weeks, the independence of our country 
will be deflroyed, and the eternal difgrace 
of her inhabitants engraven on the fallen 
pillars of the Conftitutiom This is not a 
moment to conilder, or to- analize the va
rious component parts o f  the deflru&ive 
projedt ; we are not now to debate about 
the competence of Parliament, or the final 
fettlement of 1782; arguments avail not
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on the prefent occafion. T h e  fuccefs o f  
this important queftion, is no longer doub t
ful ; the intrigues o f  deiigning men have 
divided the nation ; the advantages for
merly infeparable from difcuffion, have va- 
niilied ; the power o f  ilncerity is annihi
lated, and  the  demon o f  corruption tri
umphs. A w icked  Miniiler, and a de
praved G ov ernm en t ,  are refolved to  pu t  
the  finiihing ftroke to Iriih degradation ; 
and all tha t  ihould now  engrofs our 
thoughts is a coniideration o f  the means by 
which we may fhun the impending danger. 
Irijhmen ! a ik  your hearts— aik your memo
ries--- W H A T  A R E  T H O S E  M E A N S  ?

N o  indeciiion o f  opinion can now exift 
on the fubjeót o f  an Union w ith  Great 
Britain ; no d o u b t  refpeding  the merits of  
this meafure, can now  linger in the minds 
o f  either party ; and, I iincerely hope, tha t  
no  diftruft or jealoufy o f  each other, can 
now  remain amongft thofe who ftill cling 
to  the cheriihed idea o f  Iriih independence. 
T h e  corrupt minifler, who, by his nefa
rious artifices and defolating exertions, 
fucceeded in feparating the inhabitants of  
this country, has in fome meafure atoned 
for his crime, by prefenting them w ith
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this Union target, as an ob jed  for the exer- 
cife of thofe weapons which his wicked 
policy had provided for their mutual de- 
flrudion i and by his audacious endeavour 
to trample on the rights and liberties of 
Ireland, he has re-united the divided peo
ple, and contraded all the rays of their 
difpleafure into a focus, which may ere. 
long confume the edifice that he has la
boured to ered. It appears, at length, to 
be determined that a Legiilative Union 
ihall be forced upon the nation ; and. 
nothing now remains for parliamentary 
dcclaimers, but to a d  the ufeleis and ab- 
iurd farce of arranging the terms of our 
difgrace: ufelsfs and abjurd indeed— for, 
of what importance is any covenant, or 
what fccurity any agreement, with a Go
vernment which, with the moit glaring 
effrontery, breaks through a fettlement that 
(fo recently as eighteen years iince) was 
univerfally acknowledged to be final ? Let 
the Iriih patriot recur to thofe days of dig- 
pity and fplendor ; let him recoiled the 
fitnalion of his country before the year 
1782, and let him not forget the means by 
which it became the affluent and profperous 
ob^ed of Britiih jealoufy, and Britiih ava
rice. It has been cuflomary with the ad- 

, vocates



vocates for the  projc&cd union, to aîTert, 
th a t  the late d i tfu ’banees in Ireland were 
produced by the ad ju f îm en t  o f  1782 ; this 
I do no t  deny, for it is beyond a doub t 
th a t  the various and  rapid improvements o f  
this nation have all originated in th a t  glo
rious period, and .cer ta in ly  had Ireland re
mained in the degraded ftate o f  a conquered 
coun try ,  G reat Britain would never have 
d ream t o f  the  neceffity o f  reducing her to 
the  a b j e d  condition o f  a dependant pro
vince. T h e  tender p lan t o f  Iriih pro* 
fperity had grown too luxuriant beneath 
the genial fun o f  independence, and amidil 
the  weflern breezes o f  falubrious liberty ; 
b u t  the  flate gardener having p /uned  it, 
and  lopped ofi its moil beautiful branches, 
a t  laft refolves to replace it under  the 
ihade o f  the poifon-dropping aih o f  Britiih 
defpotim.

W ith  thofe w ho  have no t  ere now de
termined w hich opinion to adopt, the per- 
fuaiions o f  H eaven , the voice o f  infpira- 
tion, would not ava il ;  for either dazzled 
by the brilliancy o f  goldeti ideas, they wait 
in anxious expectation o f  more powerful 
motives, or tfupified by the  apathy o f  felf- 
iihnefs, they perceive not (in their tempo
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tary and tranfient-exemption from the ger 
neral curfe) the unavoidable vortex in 
which every thing Iriih is doomed to be 
engulphed. To  every rank of fociety, to 
every corner of this envied, perfecuted, and 
devoted iiland will this ruinous and de
fea t ing  meafure extend its malignant in
fluence ; from the peer who dwells in the 
decorated palace, to the peafant who exifts 
in the mouldering hovel, will every clafs, 
deplore the miferable effetfs of a Legiila- 
tive Union, and lament, when too late fo r  
remedy, their torpid acquiefcence. Emigra
tion from every city, from every houfe, 
from every family, will be amongil the 
inevitable confequences ; affluence will look 
for amufement, ambition will purfue dijlinc- 
lion, and talents will feek applauje, in the 
metropolis of the empire ; but Irijh afflu
ence will ihrink into nothing before the 
enormous wealth of monopolizing Bri
tain, diftin&ion will fly from Irijh ambition, 
Englijh minds will beftow neither admira
tion nor reward on Irijh fuperiority ; and 
the hour will come when almoft every in
dividual of thofe who defert their country, 
will curfe the day in which they fufrered 
themfelves to be enticed from their homes. 
When the nominal nobility of this degraded
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kingdom ihall find themfelves defpifect 
dnd negleded  in the capital o f  Great 
Britain ; w hen they ihall behold themfelves 
the fubjedts o f  c lum fy raillery, and the 
objects o f  chilling con tem pt ; when their 
properties diminilh, and their expences 
encreafe ; w h en  they  are unable  to fupport 
their  accufiomed magnificence, and  per
ceive tha t  even the price o f  their own ho
nour and their coun try ’s welfare, is infuffi- 
c ient to enable them to vie w ith  the  mean- 
eft merchant in L o n d o n  ; they will then, 
perhaps, look back on the  days o f  their 
profperity, and iigh for the  pofleflion o f  
ihofe virtues they defpifed. W h o  will 
compaflionate the unfeeling votary o f  nar
row-m inded ariftocracy? W h o  will lament 
the  voluntary  vi&im o f  felf-degradation ? 
N oblem en o f  Ireland ! ye whofe bofoms 
ought to glow w ith  rage at the infult offered 
to your country and yourfelves ; beware o f  
the  confequences o f  furrenderins; your rights 
to  the ambition o f  a Britiih minifter, and 
en trufting  your eftates to the prote&ion o f  
a mercenary foldiery.— T h e  un ti t led  men, 
w ho, in their native country, frequent and  
form a part  in the fociety o f  the higher 
clafs, w ho emulate the prodigal trappings 
o f  rank, and imitate the extravagant ab-

b furdities

9



furditieS of fáíhioti, will no t without a 
pang, contract their expences and reftrain 
their profufion, either in the wealthy me
tropolis of the imperial dominions, in the 
minor reforts of Engliih gaiety, or e \e n  
in the vulgar habitations of the barbaious 
province of Ireland*. Thofe who, from 
necefiity or from principle, continue in 
their native land, will dwell as it were in 
an enemy’s country, furrounded with bar
racks, haraffed by armies, and overwhelm
ed with taxes. T h e  induftnous tradefmen 
and ihop-keepers who are able to remove 
with their families, will abandon a country 
where they can no longer find the means 
of fubfiftence ; and the indigent who do 
not poffefs the power of emigration, will 
fink into an early grave, the unpitied vic
tims of Britiih defpotifm and Britifh ra
pacity. A Legiflative Union muft be fe- 
verely felt by the great majority of every 
clafs * in Ireland -, we muft all refign many 
comforts ; habit afcertains and flrengthens 
our neceffities, and the man of wealth 
will fufFer as much mortification in being 
obliged to relinquiih his brilliant equipages

* T h e  philofcphic mind, in any  rank , will  ever adapt 
i tfelf  to the  exift ing circumftances ; but phlojopbic minds 
are comparatively ftnxj.
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and  oflentatious repails, as the  man o f  po
verty will in being deprived o f  the luxury 
o f  fait w ith  his potatoes. T hofe  w ho J lill  
in tend to coniider and  to acknowledge 
themfelves Irifonen, ihould endeavour to  
prove th a t  they  are worthy o f  the Appella
t ion— T h e  great body o f  the people are 
firm in their difapprobation o f  thjg p ro jed ,  
and  every m an ihould now  confider in. 
w h a t  way he ought to oppofe this ty ran
nical and ruinous meafure— T h e  longer we 
remain w ithou t  reforting to an  antidote, 
the  more difficult will it be to eradicate the  
poifon— Arguments, remonftrances, peti
tions, have been tried in vain— H ave  we any 
o ther  refource ? H ave  we any other means 
o f  w arding  off the  im pending blow ? I f  we
have n o t .............. then  let us reft peaceably
an d  endeavour to forget th a t  we ever had 
a  country , a conftitution, or a nam e—-Let 
us hum bly crouch before the Britiih lion* 
and  fleep, till w e are awakened by the 
crowing o f  the cock, or the found o f  the laft, 
trumpet.

February, 1800.
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