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"ADVERTISEMENT. *

THE following original Letter was found a few days
fince on the road between Edenderry and Philipftown,
and was given tothe Editor as a curious [pecimen of
native Irifb fagacity. The Lditor thinks it an object
worthy the public attention, which (he conceives) has not
yet been fufficiently direcled to this important enquiry,
viz. * In what manner the Union with Great Bri-
tain is likely to affect the interefts and happinefs of
the common people of Ireland ** The Editor makes no

apology for publifbing the Letter in the uncouth drefs in -

which it was foundyas be thinks any attempt atimproving
the ftile would bhave diminifbed the effect of the genuine
Sfimplicity of manner in which Mr. Tracy has delivered
bis fentimentse The only liberty which the Editor has
taken with the original Letter is, that of correcling the
orthography, which he mu/? acknozvledge was, in fome

lacesrather defellizve.
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DEAR DENIS,

YOUR’S I received by the hands of Tim Foley
of Cappagh. “You tell me you fuppofe, from my
long ftay in London, that I am grown a foreigner
to Ireland, and perhaps a fine Englifh gentleman.
No fuch thing, Denis dear. I love poor old Ireland
as warmly in my heart as ever ; and would turn out
to fight for her in a minute, if there was occafion.
and as to my growing a fine gentleman, you may
truft Darby Tracy for that, forrow one of our fa-
mily was ever given that way. Ikeep my own car-

riage
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riage to be {ure; but then, 1 carry it myfelf with
the help of my partner, Nephew Dick, who'is grown

a brave {trapping fellow, and works the poles fivcet.

ly. * Our ftand is in St. James’s-fireet, at the door
of the St. James’s coffee-houfe, hard By the Cyder
cellar, where, fo far from 'fofgetting old Ireland-',
my chief delight in the long fpare mornings is to
be reading the'Irith ncwfpapers tothe boys on the
flags, and there we fee what you are all doing, juft
as if we were in the thick of you, I find you are
kicking up a fine row in Bublin about this 1/ .icn
that's going to be between England and lrelund,
Now, to tell you the truthy T didn’t much like the
notion myfelf at firft, more efpecially when I faw
that all the counfellors were fo mad angry at it—
aye—and proud enough I was of the flourifhing
fpecch of the great counfellor Tom Goold conclud-
ing fo glorioufly with a fine roufing oath—a fure
argument with us boys on the flags, Ah, but De-
nis, thinks I, thofe lawyers are' moft of them par-
liament-men, or cxpelling to be made fuch, and
may be that’s the reafon why they're now fo bafy
cnmo' up the parliament, which you and I can very

well femember they uled to cry down without mer-

CH W’ell, but that’s not all, for feeing in thole

Irith




Irith newfpapers fuch a number of pamphlets adver-
tifed on this fame Union, I grew very curious to
get the reading of fome of them, and fo I got my
friend the waiter—Do you’ remember Nick Caffidy,

_our old fchoolfellow, in Edenderry ?—Sure he’s

waiter at the coffee-haufe here ; and fo T got him

t0 lend me one or two of thofe pamphlets that are ‘
kept for the ufe of the quality in the coffee-room—
but, after poring over them till T was half blind,
and puzzling myfelf long enough, firiving to make
out their meaning, I could find little or nothing in
them that fouched the like of us, Denis. "They were
41l about the * Independance of Parliament, and the
Competency of Parliament, and Imperial Rights,
and the minifter’s influence, and the final Jadica-
ture, and a great deal more high founding talk,
that I could’nt underftand, and I'm fure didn’t iz
any way touch us,  Upon this I began to think that
there was no ufe to be reading pamphlets or fpeeches
made by one fide of the quality, to fhew the other
fide how this Union concerned them; but never
confidering-or caring to the value of a-po_tatoc kin
how ¥ might touch the like of us. Why Denis dear,
' what

* Mr. Tracy’s ortliography is fo extremely fantaffical in this

plaeé, that the Editor has been obliged to gncf.-s at the words iu-

tended to be ufed by him.



3

what concern is it to you or me whether the Irith
lawyers are making Ipeeches in the parliament °
houfe—or minding their bufinefs in the four courts
—or whether my lord marquis or my lord duke
could make moft of his borough by felling the feats
(as they call them) for ready money at home, or
jobbing them here at St. James’s *—No, no—we
have nothing to do with fuch matters ; the thing for
the like of us to look after is, what this fame Irifh
parliament (that’s grown fuch a pet with the qua-
lity of a fudden) has done for the poor of Ireland ?
—That’s what I want them to tell me. am fure it
has not relieved them from that old burthen the
tithes, which is 4 heavier load upon the fhoulders
of a poor cottier, than my lord Allen fitting in gene.
ral Dalrymple’s lap would be upon my nephew Dick
and myfelf if we were obliged to carry them from
College Green to the Hill of Howth ! And what’s
more, I'm told there’s one Patrick Duigenan, who,
by his name, fhould be one of ur own own felves,
and he is the moft furious of them gl againit any
one meddling with tithes—I fuppofe he is a tithe
PI‘O&O]i himfelf, or fome fuch thing, and we al} :
know ‘what grinders and foul-mouthed dogs thofe

proctors are. But furely, Denis, this Pat. Duigenan

can
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can never be the fame black muzzled little fellow
that ufed to be waiting on the prieft, and carrying
the incenfe at Arran Qiay chapel, when you and 1
(God be with the day) were on our frolics in fveet
Dublin? ‘And a cute fcholar that litle black muze
zled fellow was, and had all the mafs by heart, and
many a time I’ve heard him run it over fafter mor ‘
any horfe could trot. And fo you fee what learning
may bring a man to. But I was talking about the
tithes, and going to tell you the good news I heard
from one of the great people ftanding at the door of
the coffee-houfe ; how the tithes would be all paid
~out of the king’s trealury, once this fame Unioa
was fettled, and how they.would provide comfort-
ably for our clergy well as their own. How do you
like that Denis? Troth if you knew all—neither
you, nor the like of you would be againft this Union
—do you know who it is that’s againit it—TI can tell
you—for we know more of Irith politics here on
the flags in St. James’s-ftreet, than you do on the
{teps of the parliament houfe in College Green. Be-
fides the counfellors, as I told you before, there’s
the * copperathion ofDublin, with thofe gay lads the

aldermen

* It is evident, from the context, that corporation was the word
here inteaded —the original {pelling has been preferved in this
inftance to ferve as a fpecimen of Mr. Tracy’s orthography, in
decyphering and correéting which the Editor has beltowed un.
common pains and labour.

.
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aldermen at their head——aire and the owners of bo-
roughs who have feats in parliament, may “be. you
couldn’t guefs the reafon why ?—and: the fweet
Orange boys, (fmoak that Denis). But moft and
greatefl of all againfl the Union is, Mifter Speaker—
his honour, I am told, has done many a good job
for Ireland ; and I heard one of your, linen factors
t’ther night, in the cyder . cellar fwear, that
““ Jack Fofter was worth the whole kit of Irith pa-
‘ triots put together.” But his honour, it feems,
is a great financier—do you know what that is,
Denis ? why it’s 2 man who underftands how to bor-
row plenty of money, and to lay on plenty of taxes
to pay it ; and to be fure, his honour muft be main-
ly ignorant indeed, if he did not (by this time)
Fnow better than what we can tell him, how much
he’d lofe by the removal of the parliament‘, as 'm
afraid they’d never make him fpeaker of the Englifh
houfe after his oppofing the Union. I'm told his
place is as good as fix thoufand a-year to him—why
then ¢¢ by the Lord Harry,” as counfellor Tom

‘ Gool?d faid, as well as I love Ireland, and as much
as 1 like the Union, if I was a parliament man I'd
furely vote, aye and fpeak too, againft it, fooner
than I’d give up fix thoufand a ‘year—aye, and fo
would. you too, Denis, cfpecially if you were a

great financler.

: After
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After all, my dear Denis, is it not very provoking

to fee a parcel of fat city aldermen, who are burlt-

ing with the good things they have got at the cafble
have the impudence to fet them{elves up (becutfs

they aré backed by fome of the great parliamcftss

men) to fly inthe face of the government, aye and

of the people both of England and Ireland mw this

‘bufinefs l—1’d be glad to know whetherthey?ve tite

modeft affurance to expeét to be joined by the ce-
tholics too P—may-be thefe' boroggh-jobbers forget
how refpectfully the catholic petitionavas treated by
them fome time ago——didn’t they fcout and kick it
out of dodrs—and wern’t they'going to fend the fon
of the great Edmund Burke to Newgate for merely
offering to lay it quietly ‘on the table of the Parlia-
ment.-houfe ?—By my.foul, Denis, 1 am very forry

for thefe things, and-L forgive them with all my

heart, but that doesn’t fay that 1 can quite forget™

them when I fee thefe fame high-fiyers fetting them-
felves againft the good of poor Ireland, and againft
our king—God blefs his jolly face=—who is all good-
nefs and kindnels every inch of him—Wasn’t it his
ma efty; (God blels him again and again, I fay,) that
recommended our rights to this fame parliament—
and we all know how much notice they took of his

‘ recommendation——
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recommendation.—For my part, Denis, I hate quar-
reling and fighting, and I hate fcolding worfe than
either, and P'm fure there will be no end of it while
matters go on as they have done for fo long a time,
fetting up Proteftant againft Catholic'to cut one and
others throats, and to call bad names, which, (as |
faid before,) is a great deal worfe—slsi’t it better for
us Catholics to truft to the fairnefs of an United
Parliament for doing us juftice, than-to lay ourfelves
again {prawling at the feet of men and who care only
for themfelves, and are quaking at the thoughts of
what wealth and what power we poor Irifh.Catholics
may grow to an hundred years hence !—An hundred
years hence! God blefs us, Denis, what a mighty
long fight thefe wife men have l—

~ You’ll not be furprifed to hear that the ringleaders
of the Uniteddrifhmen, and fome of the great ora-
tors of that party in parliament, are tooth and najl
againit the Union; it muft be comical enough to
fee themrand the Orange-men hugging and payiﬁg
trothy compliments to one and other in parliament.
‘the United-men indeed have good reafon for their
oppolition, as they have a kttle plan of their own,
~I'mtold, of a Union with France.—It well becomes
thefe parliamentary orators, does’n’t ? after leading

the
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 the poor foolith Irifh boys into rebellion by their fine
fpeeches, to leave them in the lurch to be whipped
“and hanged by theOrange-men, and fhot by theking’s
foldiers, while they were fkulking in England to fave
their own necks.—Thank God we have no fuch do-
ings here in England,' we have neither Orange-men,
nor rebels of any fort.—The poor here are content-
ed, becaufe they are well taken care of by the par-
liament—and that’s what you’ll be in Irgland, my
boy,- and all the poor labourers there teo, once the
Union is ﬁtﬂed.—And as to the taxes, they want to
perfuade you will be laid on thick and thin by the
Union, I’ll tell you how that matter is here—why I
have been a matter of twelve years living bere in
England, and I never paid a fingle tax the whole
time, except for the number of my fedan, and that’s
no more than what Ubelieve the boys of the long
pole in Dublin always paid—2But wbhy don’t I pay
taxes ?—Why P—becaufe the Parliament bhere lays
them on the rich: Perfumery, coaches, footmen,
gold and filver lace, race-horfes, &c: &c. &c. pay
the taxes here ; now I neither ufe powder nor po-
matum—1I have neither footmen nor coaches—nor
do 1 keep race-horfes—and therefore the taxes don’t

touch me.~It will furprife you, Denis, to hear that.
the
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the Parliament of Fngland raifed upwards. of forty

times as much this year for carrying on the war, as
Ireland ever paid of taxes in any one year—and yet
- —-no poor man will be called upon for a peany of
this money—it is all laid upan.rbe INCOME of the rRicH
~—and the more they ferew their tenantsy the more they
are oiliged to pay—It muft be acknowledged that the
brith gentry won’t much like this kind of taxation—
they will, however, have'a great draw-back in the
number of their children—it is comical enough,
Denis, but upon my foul it'is true, that the more
children a man has in this country the lefs taxes he
has to pay-—if this rulefhould be followed up in
Ireland, fome people whom you and I know would
have money to receive from the tax-gatherer, inftead
of giving him any—and perhaps this is the reafon
why vour Parliament has never thought proper to
lighten the burden of a poor man with a large fa-
mily ; ¥ fuppofe they thought that neither Paddy nor
Sheclagh wanted encouragement in this way.—But
tell me, if you can, in what have your Parliament-
men mended your condition !—QO, my dear Denis, it
would do your heart good to fee the comfort and de-
cency of the labouring people in this country; they

have good clothes and warm houfes to cover them—
and
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and when they are fick they have i)h)-'ﬁc to cure them,

and a do&or to attend them, and food to fupport

‘themfelves and their families, and all this is paid by
a cefs laid on the landlerds, the clergy, and the gen-

try of the parih, AND THE POOR MAN CONTRIBUTES

Normﬁc TowARDS 1T—when I fee this,and think how

" many of my unfortunate countrymen are pining in k-
nefs without “affiftance, and their families obliged to
beg or rob from mere want, having no fupport but acci-
dental charity, I lookupon the Union as a blefing fent
from God Almighty bis awnﬁ{f to relieve poor old Ireland
. from the fufferings under which fbe has been groaning
Jfo long !—God be with you, my dear Denis, and
may he direc you all for the beft—and prevent you
any longer being made the tools of crafty and de-
figning politicians, who care not a penny for you

after their turn is ferved—With belt love to my

coufin Molly—not forgetting Judy—1I remain,
Dear Denis,
Your friend and kinfman,

DARBY TRACY.

FINIS.
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