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F R A N C I S  D O B B S ,  Es&

f t  H E  memoirs o f  men w ho are the prefent 

adlors on the great theatre o f  life, who acquire 

and reafonably demand public confidence, and 

from whom further refults o f  adtion or meditation 

are to be expe&ed, neceflarily excite a higher de* 

gree of curiofity than the lives o f  thofe who have 

made their exit from the ftage, by whom no fu­

ture good or evil can be performed or perpetrated, 

and who, « dead, gone, and f o r g o t t e n are gene­

rally carried down the ftream o f  oblivion, and 

fwallowed up in the gulph o f  unregiftered mor­

tality.
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How little is known o f  many diftinguiihed 

luminaries, that have irradiated the political and 

literary hemifphere ! and why ? the caufe is* 

many who filled elevated fituations, compofed 

fplendid works, and made important difcoveries, 

did not live in fo eventful a period as the pre- 

fent j— a time, when the greateft philofopher, 

nay, even the divine, is tenacious o f  venturing his 

conjecture upon fuch univerfal commotions as per­

vade the world.

F R A N C I S  D O B B S , Efq. (the fubjeft o f this 

memoir,) was born the 27th April, 1750 *, is the 

younger fon o f  the Rev. Richard Dobbs, who 

was the younger brother o f Arthur Dobbs, of 

Cattle Dobbs, County Antrim, and who previous 

to his death was governor of North Carolina. It 

5s worthy o f being remarked, that his father, 

Richard,was bred to the fea fervice, but after a 

voyage to the W e il  Indies, he found an averfion 

t o i t ,  and entered T rin ity  College, as a fellow 

commoner, and in lefs than four years obtained a 

fellowihip.— His anceftor came from England in 

the reign of Queen Elizabeth, an officer in the 

army., and by a marriage with the great grand 

daughter of Hugh, Earl of Tyrone, he got the 

eftate o f Caftle Dobbs, with other eftates in the 

County o f Antrim. His great grandfather was 

mayor of Carrickfergus, at the time King William 

landed, and was the firll fubjeft in Ireland who 

paid him allegiance.
Mr,



M r. Francis Dobbs, after devoting M m felf to 

literary purfuits for fome years, felt a prepoffeffion 

in behalf o f  a military life, and refolved upon gra­

tifying the fame, he purchafed an Eniigncy in ths? 

63d regiment, in the year 1768, and continued 

therein until 1773 , during which time he raifed 

him felf (by purchafe) to be Lieutenant and A d ju ­

tant : N o w  it was that he married the amiable

M iss S t e w a r t , o f  Ballantroy, in the C ounty o f  

A n t r ;m, the daughter o f  a gentleman o f  coniide- 

rable property, niece o f  the late Sir H u gh  H ill, 

and defcended from the Buie family. B y  this 

lady M r. Dobbs has fix fons and one daughter 

living.

D u rin g  M r. Dobbs’s time o f  being attached to 

hrs regiment, his mind was not exclufively em­

ployed with military ta&ics, the Tem ple had fuffi- 

cient attrapions to arreft his attention : having dif- 

pofed o f  his commiflion, he ftudiouily paiTed fome 

time therein, and was o f  courfe called to the Bar. 

It comes from the beft authority and is recorded 

w ith  fatisfa&ion, th a t 'M r .  Dobbs was the firit 

man in Ireland, who exerted him felf openly, and 

called loudly for the liberties o f  this country, in 

a letter addrefled to L ord  N orth , dated January 

I ft, 1780. U pon its being publifhed, the late 

'Lord George Gordon, requefted an audience* 

and read that letter to his M ajefty, he alfo made 

it a part o f  his ipeech in the Britiih houfe o f  
Commons.
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M r. Dobbs was one o f the earlieft volunteers 

of Ireland, that brave army of felf-appointed, 

feif-paid heroes, whofe numerous fervices are fo 

reccnt in the memory o f moil living people. H e 

was appointed Lieutenant to the fécond Belfaft 

company, and foon after elected Captain o f the 

Aftor: company in the County of Armagh, which 

was raifed on his father-in-law’s eftate ; and on 

the Arm agh companies being formed into a regi­

ment o f two Battalions, under Lord Charlemont, 

he was appointed Major to the Southern Battalion. 

H e  was afterwards chofen exercifing officer to the 

three great reviews held at Belfaft by Lord Char­

lemont, for the years 1780, 1781 and 1782. 

T h e  firft and laft o f  which coniifted of about 4000 

cach, and that o f 178 1, of near 6coo. This af­

fords a ftrong proof o f his merit, and places his 

military capacity in a ftriking point of view.

A t  the firft Dungannon meeting, Mr. Dobbs 

propofed all the refolutions relative to the liberties 

o f  Ireland, which were previoufly digefted at a 

.meeting at Lord Charlemont’s houfe, by his 

Lordihip, Mr. Grattan, the late Mr. Flood and 

M r. Dobbs. A t the fécond Dungannon meeting, 
he moved the addrefs to the King, approving o f  

what the Iriih Parliament had done, and carried 

h  unanimouily. H e and Colonel Irwin the 

Chairman, Captain James Dawfon, the Secretary, 

Lieutenant Colonel Thomas Morris Jones, and 

Captain Francis Evans, being the repreientatives 

of upwards of three hundred companies, were

ordered
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ordered to prefent the addrefs to his M ajefty. 

T h e y  accordingly went to St. James’s, where they 

were m oll graciouily received, and what was un­

exampled in the Hiftory o f  England, although 

they had no commiffions from the K in g , they 

were prefented in their volunteer uniform, and 

gazetted with their volunteer rank.— T h e fe  

anecdotes, which were never before publiihed, 

muft be highly pleafing to every reader who 

ranked w ith  the V O L U N T E E R S  o f  I R E -  

L A N D .

T h e  late Earl o f  Charlemont brought M r. 

Dobbs into Parliament, where bis pairiotic con­

d u it  is fo well known. His thoughts fcriouily 

delivered there on the fécond com ing, of the 

M e s s i a h , 2re not entirely new. They have 

frequently exerciied the attention o f  th e -b e ft  

and wifeft o f  mankind.

T h e  w ork which M r. Dobbs alludes to in his 

fpeech, is one o f  the utmoft magnitude ; four 

volumes o f  which were publiihed about eleven 

years ago. It has engroiTed I'o m uch o f  the pub­

lic mind, and is indeed fo interefting, we ihall 

attempt to give a concife p'an o f  it. H e treats the 

world as one great family or nation, and its 

kingdoms as provinces thereof. For this purpofe, 

he divides the w ork  into the following twelve 

seras: T h e  f i r s t  ends in the year 1019  before

Chrift, when Solomon afcended the throne o f  

judea. T h e  s e c o n d  790 years before Chrift, 

when Pal founded the Aflyrian and Babylonian

empire.
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empire. T h e  t h i r d  536 years before Chrift, 

when Cyrus founded the M edo Periian empire. 

T h e  f o u r t h  when Alexander the Great, in the 

year 3 3 1, overturned the Periian and created the 

G re e k  empire.— T h e  f i f t h  when the Romans 

took Carthage and Corinth 141 years before 

Chrift. T h e  s i x t h  at the death o f  Chrift. T h e  

s e v e n t h  in the Chriftian £ra 476, when the 

weftern Roman empire expired.— T h e  e i g h t h  

in the year 800, when Charlemagne was crown­

ed emperor of the holy Roman empire — T h e  

n i n t h  in the year 1085, when pope Gregory the 

7th  died, who brought the papal power to its 

fummit.— T h e  t e n t h  in 1453, when the eaf- 

tern Roman empire was extinguifhed, and C on- 

ftantinople taken by the T u rks.— T h e  e l e v e n t h  

in 1 7 1 5 ,  the death o f Louis X I V ,  and the 

Hanoverian fucceiEon ; and the t w e l f t h ,  the 

prefent day. A t  the end of each of thefe æras, 

M r. Dobbs briefly points out the then ftate of 

population, government, religion, literature, 

fcience, arts, commerce and navigation. And 

thefe æras occupy nine o f the ten fmall volumes, 

which comprize the work. The tenth will be 

entirely dedicated to point out how prophecy 

and hiftory have hitherto gone hand in hand, and 

have been clofely connected ; alfo where we now 

are, and what remains to be fulfilled, and the 

manner of its accompliihment.
M r. Dobbs is an exemplary Chriilian, a valua­

ble friend, an aixe&ionate parent, and a tender
huiband.
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huiband. W e  are happy in laying this lketch  o f  

an  ufeful life before the public ; for if  ever there 

was a period when fuch men were wanting in I re ­

la n d ,  it is the prefent, when our Parliament is 

wrefted from us by the m oll unjuftifiable means. 

W e  wait with impatience for the concluilon o f  

M r. D obbs’s work ; for i f  the hour o f  the crea­

tion o f  the world was great and iliuftrious, that 

hour, w h e n ,  from the dark and formlefs mais, 

this fair and glorious fyftem o f  nature arofe at the 

divine command *, and all the fons o f  G o d  fhout- 

ed for joy  ! if  the hour was glorious when Chrift 

fuffered on the crofs, and triumphing over the 

grave, bore the fins o f  all mankind ! no lefs iJIuf- 

trious and joyful will be the hour o f  h i s  fécond 

com ing, when, from defolation and mifery, 

this earthly tabernacle will emerge into happinefs 
and peace.

In the Irifh houfe o f  commons M r. D obbs’s 

ipeech was truly novel, and by fome M em bers 

treated with apparent levity— however, the 

peculiarity o f  his fubjedl and the confidence 

evinced by the fpeaker arrefted the attention o f  a 

very full houfe, not a M em ber o f  which at­
tempted a refutation.

T h a t M r. D obbs’s opinions have not been very 

Recently formed with refpeft to the fécond coming 

o f  the m E s s i a h , will appear from a publication o f  

his printed lome years ago, entitled «  Reafons 

<c frbm Prophecy, w hy the fcccnd conii?ig o f

c h r ï s t ,  a n d  the commencement o f h i s P E R -

“  S O N A L
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« S O N A L  R E I G N  on Earth are immediately to 

a  be expe&ed ”  Th is work abounds with quo­

tations from the Sacred Pages in fupport o f Mr* 

Dobbs’s Hypothecs ; and concludes thus : “  Such 

«  are the reafons that induce me to believe the 

“  fécond coming o f  the m e s s i a h  is immediately to 

«  be expected -, and indeed the wonderful events 

“  that have happened for thefe few years paft 

t€ feem of themfelves to pronounce fome great 

«  and important change upon the Earth.— Let us 

then, my Brethren, make ourfelves ready for 

tc the appearance o f  the glorious S O N  of G O D  ! 

«  who is to come fo fuddenly, as to be compared 

«  to a thief in the night. Let us not be found at 

«  that hour among the fooliih virgins, looking 

«  for our lamps. But let us

« W A T C H  A N D  BE P R E P A R E D  !”

THE



THE

G E N U I N E  S P E E C H

OF

F R  A N  C IS D O B B S , Es*.
AS DELIVERED IN THE HOUSE OF COMMONS, 

ON THE FIFTH D A Y  OF FEBR UAR Y, 1800,

O N  T H E  S U B J E C T  OF A N

U N I O N .

S i r ,

I rife to make my folemn proteft againft 

entertaining even for a moment^ this meilagc 

from the Britiih MLnifter, delivered under the 

ufurped name of m a j e s t y ;  I fay the ufurped 

name of m a j e s t y  -, for it would not be decent 

in me to fuppofe, that the identical M onarch, 

w ho guaranteed the Conftitution o f  1782, fhould 

in the year 1800 defire this houfe to annihilate 

itfelf, and at the fame time furrender the inde­

pendence o f  Ireland.
Sir, on the firft day o f  the Seflions the noble 

Lord declared that many Gentlemen who were 

friends to the U n ion  had vacated their feats, by
C  accepting



accepting places o f profit under the Crown ; and 

the chief reafon affigned for the adjournment to 

Monday laft was, that they might be re-elefted. 

From the numbers who have within thefe three 

days taken their feats, I do iuppofe the noble 

Lord is now attended by all his forces ; and that 

is the very period at which 1 wiih to deliver my 

fentiments on this momentous fubjedt. He relies 

on his numbers, no matter how obtained, but I 

truft in the truth and juftice of my caufe. I can­

not enter into the fecret thoughts o f  the noble 

L o rd , and therefore, I will not fay whether he 

be ailing on miftaken or corrupt motives. I 

hope for his own fake that he only miftaken, 

and if fo, I do not defpair before I fit down, of 

flafhing convi&ion on his mind, and of planting 

contrition and repentance in his heart.

Sir, amidft all the fallacy and miftatement of 

the Britiih Minifter, in that fpeech which has 

been fo induftriouily circulated here, there is not 

any thing more intuiting to my underftanding, 

than the aiTertion, that the adjuftment in 1782, 

was not final and conclufive, as to Conftitution. 

W h en  you, Sir, had an opportunity laft ftffion o f  

giving your opinion, you read from the Journals 

the Duke of Portland’s mefiage from his Majefty, 

requiring this Houfe to take into confideration, 

what would make fuch a final adjuftment as 

would give mutual fatisfaciion to his kingdoms of 
G reat Britain and Ireland. \ o u  read from the 

Journals the anfwer of Parliament, ftating to the

King,
%
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K in g , that there was no bsdy o f  men competent 

to make laws to bind Ireland except the K in g , 

Lords and Com m ons thereof— and at the fame 

time demanding the repeal o f  the Britilli A£t o f  

6th  G eo . i f t ,  as a reiinquifliment for ever, of 

any claim in a Britiih Parliament. A nd \ou 

ftated truly, that the fimpie repeal o f  that law 

not being deemed fufficient by numbers in this 

country, the Britiih Parliament made a law, 

folemnly renouncing for ever any right to bind 

Ireland: A l l  this is proved by the records o f  the

two Parliaments, and yet the Britiih M inifter 

dares to fay, that a final adjuftment as to C on- 

ftitution, did not take place between the two 

countries, i f  thefe folemn acts required corro* 

boration or explanation, what does the able and 

eloquent champion o f  1782, who took his feat in 

this Houfe towards the clofe of the Iaft debate tell 

you ? he tells you that in the intercourfe with the 

Iriih Adminiftration o f  that day, the objeft o f  

Ireland was finally fettling her Conftitution. T h e  

obj of England was to prevent her going fur­

ther. T h is , Sir, I alfo know to be the fait, for 

though not then in Parliament, I took an adtive 

part without thefe walls in that tranfa&ion. A n d  

as no one has touched on a few things that are 

within my knowledge, I (hall ftate them to the 

t ’ oufe— The Volunteers of Ireland having gained 

fuffi:ient ftrength to preferve tranquillity at home, 

and to defy all hoftile invafion, turned their 

thoughts to the degraded ftate o f  their country,

C 2  - T h e
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T h e  Hon. Member who I have already alluded to 

had in vain pointed out that ftate in Parliament—  

fome other able men both within and without 

thefe walk had dotfe the fame, and at length our 

fituation was fully underftood, not only by the 

Volunteers, but by almoft every man in the king­

dom. A t the different Volunteer reviews, re- 

folutions w ert entered into, declaring our right 

to a free Conftitution. O ther bodies o f men 

not in arms did the fame.
But Parliament, under the influence o f the 

Britifli Cabinet, perfified in rejetting every mo­

tion that was made in favour of in ih  Emanci­

pation. Such was the ftate o f  the politics of 

Ireland, when the Armagh Southern Battalion 

called the firft meeting at Dungannon : and I 

cannot better point out the then temper o f the 

nation, than by reading to you their refolutions.

F I R S T  U L S T E R  R F G I M E N T ,
C O M M A N D E D  B Y  T H E

E A R L  O F  C H A R L E  M O N T .

« A t  a full meeting, held at Armagh, on 

Friday the 28th o f  December, 1781, .o f  

the officers and delegates of the Southern 

Battalion of faid Regiment, coniifting o f eleven 

companies, purfuant to adjournment, Francis 

Evans, Efq. in the chair. T h e  following refo­

lutions were unanimoufly agreed to, and ordered 

to be printed in all the news-papers publiihed 

within the province of Ulfter, and in the Volun­

teer Journals o f the City of Dublin. « R e s o l v e d ,



«  R e so lv e d , ' that with the utmoft concern we 

behold the little attention paid to the Conllitution- 

al rights of this K ingdom , by the majority o f  thole 

whole duty it is to ettabliih and preserve the fame.

«  R i t s O L V E D ,  that to avert the impending dan­

ger from the N aiion, and to rettore the Conthtu- 

tion to its original purity, the moft vigorous and 

effectuai methods muft be puriued, to root cor­

ruption and court influence, from the legiilatke

body. .
R e s o l v e d , that to open a path towards the 

attaining of this defirable point, it is abfolutely 

requilite, that a meeting be held in the moft 

central town o f  the Province o f  U ifter, which 

w e conceive to be Dungannon, to which laid 

meeting every Volunteer affoc.ation o f  faid Pro­

vince is molt earneftlv requeued to lend delegates, 

then and there to deliberate on the prefent alarm- 

ftgiituation  o f  public affairs, and to determine 

on, and publiih to their country, what may be 

the lefult o f  faid meeting.

“ R e s o l v e d , that a« many real and lafting ad­

vantages may arife to this Kingdom , from faid 

intended meeting, being held before the prefent 

feffion o f  Parliament is much farther advanced, 

Friday the 15th day of February next, at 10 

o’clock in the forenoon, is hereby appointed for 

faid meet;ng, at Dungannon as afore fa id.”

Sir, I muft here caii to your recolie&ion, and 

to the recolle&ion o f  many members o f  this 

H oufe, what was then the relative fituation of
England
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England and Ireland. All the efforts o f  the fffft 

to enflave America had proved ineffectual. 

T h ere  the efforts o f the N . Mar. who now go» 

verns in this country, failed, as they will do here. 

A  French and Spaniih fleet had then done, what 

they had never done before; they had rode 

triumphant in the Bririfh channel, and England 

exhaufte'd in men and money, had not more than 

three thoufand men in Ireland commanded by 

men who bore the King’s commiflion. But* 

what was then the proud ftate of Ireland ? A  

body of £xty thoufand men and upwards, felf- 

raifed, felf-difciplined, fclf-ciothed, felf paid, 

and for the moft part felf-armed. A  body ■ of 

men as remarkable for their good conduit, as 

their lpirir. A  body o f  men who poflefled all 

the affc&ions o f  the people A  body o f  men, 

who muft at that day have carried whatever they 

demanded. A  body of men, who if they had 

willed to feparare from Great Britain could have 

effected it. A  body of men, who, if  they had 

willed the downfal of monarchy, could have 

eitabliihed a republic. T h e  Britiih miniftry 

knew it, and trembled. The Iriili admi ni fixation 

knew it, and trembled. But fortunately for 

England— fortunately for Ireland— there was 

then a man, who is alas ! no more, who poiTeiTed 

the moft unbounded influence, over this glorious 

army of f r e e m e n . Fortunately there was then a 

man whofe cultivated mind, whofe engaging 

manners, and whofe enlarged heart, attached to

him

1 8
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him all who knew him. Fortunately there was 

then a man, wliofe political life, had been govern­

ed by one fteady principle o f  a pure and difin- 

terefted patriotism. Fortunately there was then 

a man, whofe private and whofe public virtues, 

and whole talents, had raifed him ro be in fa&  the 

GeneralJifiimo o f  the Volunteers o f  Ireland. 

Need I add, that fortunately for England, for­

tunately for Ireland, there was a C h a r l e m o n t  !

T h e  calling o f  the firft Dungannon meeting 

was totally unknown to the field-officers o f  the 

Southern Battalion and to L ord Charlemont. 

W h e n  he read the refolurions, he faw and felt in 

a moment the critical iituation of his country. T o  

diredt the Volunteers fo as to regain the Confti­

tution o f  Ireland— fo as to preferve the connex­

ion with England— and fo as to prevent anarchy 

and confufion, filled all his mind T h u s fituated, 

he called to his councils the Hon. Member, w ho 

I have before ft led the Champion o f  the C o n ft i­

tution o f  1782, and he called to his councils that 

great and able ienator, the late M r. Flood. It 

was in Lord Charlem ont’s houfe, that all the re- 

folutions carried at the firft Dungannon meeting 

which related to the Conftitution, were fet­

tled. This I do know, for I was prefent at their 

deliberations, and fo was an honourable member I 

fee in his place. I was prefent, becaufeas Major o f  

the Armagh Southern Battalion, I was to move 

thofe rei’olutions at Dungannon. T h a t which

openl/
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openly afferted the independence o f Ireland, a n i  

which was afterwards carried there, I (hall now

read to you.
«  Refolved unanimoufly, that a claim of any

body of men, other than the King, Lords, and 

Commons of Ireland, to make laws to bind this 

Kingdom  is unconftitutional, illegal and a griev- 

ance.”
bir, the Addrefs from the Delegates o f the 

Volunteers of Ulfter, to the minority in Par­

liament at that time, is fo ihort, fo pithy, and fo 

applicable to the prefent day, that I ihall alto

read it : =

“  T o  t h é  

R I G H T  H O N . A N D  H O N . T H E  

M I N O R  I T T

IN BOTH

H O U S E S  O F  P A R L I A M E N T ,  

tc Jlfy Lords and Gentlemen,

« W e  thank you for your noble and 

fpirited, though hitherto ineffe&ual efforts, in 

defence o f the great conftitutional and comirer- 

cial interefts of your country— go on— the almoft 

unanimous voice of the people is with you, and in 

a free country, the voice o f the people mutt pre­

vail. W e  know our duty to our Sovereign, and 
are loyal— we know our duty to ourfelves, and

are refolved to be free— we feek for our rights,
and



and no more than our righrs, and in fo juft a pur- 

fliit we ihould doubt the being of a Providence, 

i f  we doubted o f  fuccefs.”

Sir, to the old members o f  this Houfe I need 

not fay that the Dungannon refolutions were rc- 

echoed through the K ingdom , but let me inform 

the younger members, that all the Volunteers, 

and every defcription o f  men adopted them — one 

foul animated all, and with a voice not to be re- 

fifted, they called for the independence o f  Ireland ; 

it haftened the fall o f  Lord N o rth , and drove 

him from his place. T h e  Marquis o f  Rockinham  

fucceeded him as Prime M inifter o f  England, 

and L ord  Carliile was recalled from the govern­

ment o f  Ireland, and the D u k e  o f  Portland, who

I truft will never again be fent to Ireland, was ap­

pointed in his ilead. N o w  will any man be 

hardy enough to fay, that the demand o f  the 

Iriih people was not final adjufiment as to the 

Conftitution ? W il l  any man be hardy enough 

to fay, their demands were not acceded to, and 

fully underftood by the Engliih Adnalniftration ? 

But a word or two more on that fubjeft.— A fter 

the AddreiTes o f  Parliament in anfwer to his 

Majefty’s meiiage, and before any thing further 

was done, it was thought right to call the D ele­

gates o f  the U lfter Volunteers again together, in 

order to lay before them the then ftate o f  public 

afiairs. A t  the firft Dungannon meeting only 

143 corps were reprefented, but at this fécond 

meeting there were Deputies from 3c 6, reprefent-

D  ing
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mg upwards or 28>ooo men. I had the honour 

of moving on the occaiion an Addrefs to his Ma- 

jefty, which was unanimoufly carried, and I, with 

four other officers, were directed to prefent it to 

the King. Th is Addrefs I will read to you, fo 

far as it relates to the Conftitutioh, becaufe it 

{hews you how all the Volunteers o f U lfter un- 

derftood the tranfattion, and becaufe from the 

manner we were received at St. James’s it proves 

how well pleafed the Engliih Adminiftration was 

to ftop the progrefs o f Iriih demands, by giving 

her what fhe had a right to, her free Conftitution.

u  M oft gracious Sovereign, with the moft un- 

feigne'd attachment to your Majefty’s perfon and 

family, we approach your T h ron e. Y o u  are 

our true and lawful Sovereign, and we truil that 

every a& o f  ours will evince* that we are your 

faithful and loyal fubje&s.”  T h e  addreflcs o f 

the Iriih Parliament having difclaimed any power 

or authority o f any fort whatfoever, in the Par­

liament o f Great Britain, over this realm, we 

fhall coniider an unqualified, an unconditional 

repeal of the ftatute o f  the 6th o f George the ift ,  

by the Britifh Parliament, made in purfuance o f 

the faid addreffes, a compleat renui c ation of a 

principle hoftile to the rights of Ireland, and of 

all the claims contained in the faid ftatute, and as 

fuch we will accept and deem it fatisfactory. Thus 
united by the facred bond of freedom, we requeil 

our gracious Sovereign to affure our Siller King­

dom that we will be iharers in her fate, {landing 

or falling with the Britiih Empire.
Sir,
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Sir, we who carried this Addrefs to England^ 

were treated as fuch meffengers deferved, with the 

moft marked and peculiar attention. ' Beiides, 

what is commonly called being m oil graciouiiy 

received, we were prefented in our Volunteer 

uniforms, and though we had no commiiHon? 

from  the K in g , we were gazetted with our V o lu n ­

teer rank. A s  the Ambafladors o f  Peace, we 

were fplendidly entertained by the Marquis o f  

Lanfdowne, then L ord  Shelburne, and w ho haci 

fucceeded on the death o f  the Marquis o f  R o c k ­

ingham to be Prime Minifter. W e  were alfo 

entertained in our capacity as military men, by 

G eneral Conway, the then Commander-in chiefs 

and as private Gentlem en, we were offered the 

rank o f  Iriih Baronets, which we chofe to decline. 

It is monftrous to think, that whilft every a£t o f  

both Parliaments, whilft every aft between the 

Volunteers o f  Ireland, and the Englifh and Iriih 

Adminiftrations was holding out final fettlement 

as to Cowftitution, a fecret plot was formed to de- 

flroy it. It is monftrous to think, that fuch a 

man as the D u k e  o f  Portland, on whom Ireland 

r e j ie d ,  was meditating her deftru<£tion— and yet 

this black perfidy appears from a correfpondence 

publifhed and avowed by the prefent Adm inif- 

tration, o f which that very D u ke o f  Portland is a 

member. Sir, the tranfadhons o f  thofe days 

fpeak with a thoufand tongues, againft our en- 

trufting Iriih happinefs to a Britiih Miniftry or a 

J3 ritiih Parliament. T h e  tranfaftions o f  thofe

D  2 days



days, as well as the tranfa&ions or the pretent, 

warn u? in a voice of thunder, not to gi'7e up our 

own Legiflature If the Britifh Minifter, inftead 

o f  offering what the noble Lord has ftated, had 

offered to pay our national debt— had offered to 

take off  all our taxes, anti pay all our eftabliih- 

ments out o f  the Britifh Treafury, on the terms 

o f  our accepting a Legiflative l/nion, I would 

rejett it— becaufe he could give me no fecurity. 

I f  the Noble Lord inftead of propofing to make 

tw o ports in Ireland free to receive certain fpeci- 

fied articles, had offered to make Ireland what 

her fituation points out, a free port to the world, 

I  vflould rejeft a Legiflative Union, becaufe he 

could give me no iecurity for the performance o f  

fuch engagements. I f  we were to pafs a Legif­

lative Union, we would be from that moment un­

der the abfolute power o f a Britifh Minifter and 

a Britifh Parliament. It is a mockery to fay that 

twenty-eight lay and four fpiritual Peers, feated 

among two hundred Nobles of another country, 

could give any fecurity to the happinefs or Liber­

ties o f Ireland. It is a mockery to fay, th^t one 

hundréd members feated among five-hundred and 

fifty-eight Commoners of another country could 

give any fecurity to the happinefs or Liberties of 

Ireland. No, Sir, thefe Peers and thefe Com­

moners inftead of being fecurities for either, 
would become the devoted followers o f the Bri­

tifh Minifter, and in return they would be re­

warded with the patronage o f  Ireland. They
would



would become at oncc the bane o f  their own 

country, and the ready inftrunrents in the hands 

o f  the Britiih Minifter to deftroy the little he has 

left o f  the Britiih  Conftitution.

Sir, every man w ho r e f le t s  for a moment, 

muft fee, that if  this Legiilative U nion were to 

pafs into a law, Ireland m ult be enflaved, becauie 

ihe muft in future be governed by a Legiilature 

over w hich ihe can have no poflible controul. B ut 

I will for the fake o f  argument fuppofe, that the 

tyrant ihould keep faith w ith  the ílave. I will 

fuppofe that the majority o f  the people of Ireland 

were at prefent for this law. I will fuppofe that 

as foon as it paiîès, the fufpenfion of-the Habeas 

Corpus adl may be taken away. I  will fuppofc 

that all our late ads that are contrary to liberty, 

would be repealed. I will fuppofe that the mili­

tary eftabliihment would be reduced to 12,000 

men, and that martial law would be withdrawn,

I  fay, Sir, that even fuppoiing all thefe fix ions to 

be realities, yet ftill inevitable ruin muft be the 

conièquence o f  a Legiflative U nion. A l l  the 

Peers, who were made Peers o f  England, we muft 

reafonably believe would refide in England. T h e  

100 Commonners we muft reafonably believs 

would refide in England, and as they are to be ths 

reprefentatives o f  counties, and populous towns 

and cities, they would neceiTarily be fome o f  the 

greateft land-holders in Ireland.

Sir, if  not a man was to remove on account o f  

this Legiilative U n io n , but thofe who were to
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lit in the Imperial Parliament, the additional 

drain o f money from this country muft inevitably 

bring on poverty and ruin. But it would not be 

merely thofe whofe duties obliged them that 

would fettle in England. A ll the firft families o f 

the land would accompany them. U fed to high 

and polifhed fociety, they would go where alone 

they could afterwards find it. Looking out for 

matches for their fons and daughters, they would 

leave a land where they deemed fuirable ones 

could not be met with. T h ey  would no longer 

place their fons in an Iriih Univerfity, where 

they could form no beneficial connexions ; but 

Engliíh education would be reforted to. W h at 

then rnuft be the inevitable confequence o f this 

vaft emigration o f  the great land-holders o f  Ire- 

land ? H ow  would our infant manufactures 

flouriih, when thofe who have been hitherto the 

great confumers o f them are fpending their for­

tunes in another country. H ow  would the w ork­

ing men of every defcription find employment, 

when all who were beft able to employ them 

were removed from this land ? W hat would be­

come o f  all thofe who have been in the habits o f 

making articles o f drefs and luxury, or in any 

way employed in arts not abfolutely neceflary. 

In fhorc every thing that ornaments a country, 

and gives energy to talents and induftry, would 

be deftroyed— but befides the inevitable evils 

that arife from the great income of the country 

being fpent out o f it, all the great pillars that
fupport



fupport a free government would be taken away. 

Gentlem en o f  large income reiident on their ei- 

tates, by their hofpitality attach to them the 

neighbouring gentlemen o f  fmall fortunes, and 

thus in fadt fecure their fupport to the ilate. B y  

the great landed lords and gentry reiiding on 

their eftates, they alfo fet examples o f  improve­

ment to their tenants, and by occaiicnal kind of­

fices fecure their affeclions. It was chiefly ow ing 

to thefe circumiiances, that fuch a body oi- loyal 

Y eo m an ry  was lately formed, and who in fadt put 

down the late rebellion. But what would become 

o f  this country in any future emergency, if  agents 

with pittances, that can only give bread to their 

families, are fubftituted in the place o f  reiident 

landlords ? W h e re  will be the medium that fe- 

ciires the attachment o f  the midling gentry to th e  

ftete? W h e re  will be the afïedtions o f  the te­

nantry to their landlords, when the only inter- 

courfe between them, will be the payment o f  

money by the one, and the paffing a receipt by the 

other ? W h a t would then keep dow n the peo­

ple, when they began to feel the mifery and 

poverty that muft follow' the abfence o f  the 

great land-holders ? W h y  Sir, England m ull in 

fuch a iituation have recourfe to military force 

and martial law. T h u s  do I reafon on the fup* 

poiition that thofe fiftions relied on by the. 

friends of a U n io n  wTere realities. But away w ith  

fidtion, and let us v i e *  the country as it adtually 

{tends.
L o o k



/

L o o k  at the numerous petitions already pre­

sented again ft this abominable meafure, and 

think o f thote, that you know are on their way. 

Ido not hefitate to fay, that the great mafs o f the 

people, are the decided enemies o f  a legislative 

U nion. Let the Noble Lord aik the loyal Y e o ­

men o f  the Kingdom to give their opinions, and 

I  will be bold to fay nineteen in twenty are againft 

a legiilative Union. Let the Noble Lord take 

the opinion'' o f  the houfeholders of Ireland by 

parifhes, and I will be bold to fay, nineteen in 

twenty will be found againft the meafure. Let 

the Noble Lord difTolve the Parliament, and call 

another for the exprefs purpofe o f coniidering 

the queftion of Union, and I will be bold to fay, 

there would not be five counties in the Kingdom, 

and I think it is ftill more probable there would 

xiot be one, that would not bind their reprefen- 

tatives, to vote againft a legiilative Union. W h at 

fignifies a few addreffes for Union, obtained as 

they have been ? I f  the Noble Lord, wifhes to 

know the opinion of the Kingdom, it is eafily 

obtained. But before he goes on, againft the 

voice of the nation, let him aik himielf a few 

queftions. Does he in his confcience believe a 

legiilative Union, will make one diiloyai man8 

loyal ? Does he not in his confcience believe^ 

that many who hitherto would have fupported 

the connexion with England with their blood, 

■will change their opinions if this law paiTes, and 

look at reparation as the only alternative between

ftavery

2 8



flavery and freedom ? Sir, I think it requ:res 

but little fagacity îo lee, that if this bepalird ir to  

a law there will focn be but one mind in the 

K in gd om , except with the immediate dependants 

on government, and a few miftaken individuals^ 

and that mind will be adverfe to England. Pafs 

then this law, and England will afterwards have 

no choice how ilie is to govern Ireland. She muft 

govern it by an immenie military force, and by 

martial law. She cannot take o ff  the fufpeniion 

o f  the Habeas C orpus A ft .  She cannot repeal 

the laws againft meetings o f  the people, and all 

the various other laws that the fad neceffity o f  the 

times required, but which are totally contrary to 

liberty. W h a t Englifhman then will leave a land 

o f  freedom and fettle in a land o f  flavery ? W h a t  

Irifhman will remain here, whofe circumftances 

will allow him to  quit it ? W h a t  will be the 

inevitable confequences o f  military government, 

and martial law ?— D id  commerce ever thrive 

under a military government ?— D id  manufac­

tures ever thrive under a military government ? 

— D id  agriculture ever thrive under a military 

government ?— N o , Sir, pafs this law, and we 

will go down more rapidly than we have rifen, 

iince 1782. Pais this law, and both you and I 

will probably live to fee what we have before 

feen. Inftead of exporting a million’s worth o f  

corn in a year, over and above our own con- 

iùmption, we (hall again fee the inhabitants o f  

the north, depending for the bread they are to

E Tdt
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eat on the arrival o f  fhips from America laden 

with flour. W e  fhall again fee the linen cloth 

nearly our only manufacture ; and we (hall again 

fee our country a land of pafturage, from which 

our chief exports would again be our beef, our 

butter, and our raw materials.

Sir, if  I am well informed this foul meafure 

has been attempted to be fupported by as foul 

means. W ill  the Noble Lord get up, and fay, 

upon his honour, that it has not? W il l  the 

Noble Lord get up and lay upon his honour, that 

the church eftabli(liment, the revenue eftablifhr 

xnent, the military eftabliflynem, and every de­

pendant on government, were rot employed to 

procure iubferibers, by threats and promiles, to 

the few addrefles that have been obtained in favor 

o f  an Union ? W ill he declare, upon his honour, 

that he does not believe there is a man in this 

Houfe who has the people’s money in his pocket, 

paid him out of the public treafure, to vote for 

this Union ? W ill  he declare, upon his honour, 

that no money has been paid to any man to 

vacate his feat, who could not be brought to 

vote for the meafure, in order that an Unionift 

ihculd be returned in his place ? W ill he de­

clare, upon his honour, that thofemen who thus 

come in, to vote away their feats before they are 

well warmed in them, are neither to receive mo­
ney, place, or preferment for their fervices } Wfll 

he declare, upon his honour, that no Britiih 

Peerages have been proinifed in order to get votes

/or
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fo r  this meafure ? W i l l  h i  declare that no Iriih 

Peerages have been promifed for the lame pur- 

poie?  W il l  he declare, upon his honour, that 

all who have places under government, are free 

to vote as they pleafe, without the fear o f  dii- 

miflal ? N o , no, he will make no fuch declara­

tions. But i f  he did, there are f.itfs that blaze 

in all the glare o f  day. W e  behold a R t .  l io n .  

Mem ber who was Chancellor o f  the Exchequer, 

difmiffed from  his office becaufe he would not 

betray his country. W e  behold a R t .  H on. and 

Learned Mem ber difmitTed from the office o f  

Prim e Serjeant, becnufe he would not betray his 

country. W e  behold Hon. Members, w ho were 

C om m ffioners in the Revenue and Barrack 

Boards, difmifled from their offices, becaufe they 

would not betray their country. A n d  we know  

that even the office o f  Curfitor to the C ourt o f  

Chancery, was taken from an H on. M em ber,

becaufe he dared to do his duty.
Sir, I do hope for the Noble Lord's fake, that 

I  have forced convittion on his mind. 1  do hope for 

the Noble L o rd ’s fake, that I have planted contri­

tion and repentance in bis heart. I do hope for the 

Noble L ord ’s fake, that he is now meditating how 

he can get over thèafiùrances he made the Britiih 

M inifter, that he would carry it into effeíh  I 

will tell the Noble L ord it is almoft more honour­

able to retrait an error, than never to have com ­

mitted one. I will tell the Noble Lord, there are 

engagements it is more honourable to break than

E j  ‘ o
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to perform. Had the Noble Lord rafKIy engaged 

to aflaffinate an individual, would he, when he 
coollv reflected on it, keep ruch a pr.,mife A n d  

i f  he has raihly promifed to a f fa f iW e  the prof- 

pentv, the happinefs, and the liberty of his 

country, ought he to hefi ate in flying from f jc h  
an engagement.

Í have more than once in this Houfe ex- 

pren ! that I iad a personal regard for the 

Noble Lord. T h e  dawn of his youth d e f e n d ,  

and icceived ir : and perhaps at this moment I 

wifi- him better thar all the men who now fur- 

round him. I f  it be- riches that he is to receive 

for hisfervices from *he Bri'iih Mmifter, let me 

afiure him, that wealth fo arq red, will not be- 

ftow hapt».:iefs. i f  it be ad iit onil honours that 

he is to receive for his fervxes from the Britifh 

Miniftet, let me afture him, the hereditary coro­

net to which he is entitled will fit lighter on his 

brow, and more adorn his head, than any new 

one thus to be acquired. I f  he wifhes to fleep 

on a bed of down, let him abandon this meafure, 

and repole in peace, amidft the bleifings o f his 

countrymen. But if he perfifts, I forewarn him 

he will meet with difappointment ; and inftead o f  

a bed of down, he will make for himfelf a bed 
o f  thorns.

O thou God o f truth in whofe awful prefence /  

Jland, and at whofe altar I  ivorfhip, let me not be in 

error ̂ whilfl 1 am warning others agaiifl error. I f  a

Legiflative
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jLegjlaíivi Union would give happinefs to Ireland, 

take away the mifl from  before my eyes, and let me 

perceive it, B u tf i f  I  fee a Legiflative Union in its 

true point o f  view , O  then> let me implore thee to 

enlighten the underflan dings c f  thofe who 'uprightly, 

but mi/lalml'y, d ffer  from me. L et me imphre thee 

to fir  ike the hearts o f  thoft with remorfe, who think 

as 1 do,  but who have bartered their principles, to 

gratify their avarice, or their ambition. L e t me im­

plore thee to touch the hearts o f  thofe that think as 1 
do, yet meditate to vote againfl their opinions, from  

the dread o f  lofitig their employments. L e t me implore 

thee to touch the hearts o f  all with the facred love o f  

country, that truth may prevail within thefe walls.

Sir, how  this meafure is to be defeated, is vet 

within the womb o f  time ; but I feel it can never 

pafs into an operative law. T h e  fate o f  nations 

and o f  empires is not in the hands o f  man. Jt is 

not the will o f  a  Britiih  Minifter that can rob 

Ireland o f  her newly acçurred rights. W h a t  i 

lhall this iiland, more favoured by nature than 

any fpot on this habitable globe, be for ever 

plundered and oppreiTed ? N o , the day is at hand, 

when ihe (hall enjoy all the benefits defigned her 

by the Almighty Creator T h e  day is at hand 

when, inftead of being the ilave, ihe ihall be the 

kind and powerful fupporter o f  Bririih happinefs 

and Britiih liberty. I  tell you, Sir, the hand o f

G od
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G od has marked this country for his own. It was 

not for nothing that the Harp of David, with an 

angel in its front, was made the arms of Ireland. 

It  was not for nothing that the apoftolic crown is 

th e  crown of Ireland. It was not for nothing 

that the férpent, and every venomous creature, 

has been banifhed from this land. I  tell the No- 

hie Lord, 1 tell you Sir, and this Houfe— and 1 pro­

claim it to the Britijb and Irijh nations, that the 

Independence of Ireland is written in the immutable 

records o f Heaven. I fhall therefore vote againft

going into this Committee.

T H E
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G E N U I N E  S P E E C H ,

OF

F R A N C I S  D O B B S , Es%.
AS DELIVERED IN THE HOUSE OF COMMONS, 

ON THE SEVENTH DAY OF JUNE, 1800,

IN' WHICH IS PREDICTED THE

S E C O N D  C O M I N G  O F  T H E  M E S S I A H  i 

— »«©<*> ® —

S i r , from the conduit purfued by Adminiftra- 

tion during this Seffion, and the means that were 

known to be in their power, it was no:.very dif­

ficult to forefee that this bill mu ft reach that 

chair. It was not very difficult to forefee that it 

fhould fall to your lot to pronounce the painful 

words, “  T h a t  this bill do pafs ”  A w ful indeed, 

would thofe words be to me, did I confider m yfelf 

living in ordinary times : But, feeling as I do, 

that we are not living in ordinary times— feeling 

as I do, that we are living in the moft moment­

ous and eventful period o f  the w orld— feeling as 

I do, that a new and better order o f  things is 

about to arife, and that Ireland, in that new or­

der o f  things, is to be highly diftinguiihed indeed, 

this bill has no terrors for me.

Sir,
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Sir, I did intend to have gone at fome length 

into hiftory and the facred prédirions ; but as Í 

purpoie, in a very few months, to give to the 

public a work, in which I (hall fully expreis my 

opinion as to the vaft deiign of this terreftrial cre­

ation, I íhall for the prefent confine myfelf to 

fuch pairages as will fupport three poiitions 

T h e  firft is, the certainty o f the fécond advent o f 

the Messiah ; the next, the figns o f  the times 

o f his coming, and the manner o f it ; and the 

laft, that Ireland is to have the glorious pre­

eminence o f being the firft kingdom that will re­

ceive him.

In chap. 2d o f  the Book o f  Daniel, there is a 

moil concife, fublime, and comprehenfive de- 

fcription of the four greateft Empires that ever 

were in the world, under the figure o f a great 

Image, in the ihape o f  a man. It is agreed by 

Sir Ifaac Newton, and every Commentator of 

eminence, that the head of gold was the Affyrian 

and Babyloniih Empire ; that its breaft and arms 

of filver were the Medo-Periian Empire ; that its 

belly and thighs o f  brafs were the Grecian Em ­

pire *, and its legs of iron were the Roman Em ­

pire. But Sir Ifaac Newton well obferves, that 

by the legs o f  iron was only meant Italy, and thofe 

countries which never compofed any part o f  the 

three firft Empires, and when the Roman Empire 

was divided into Eaftern and Weftern, under two 

diftinft Emperors, in the fourth century, the 

Weftern was made up of thofe countries accord-



in gly . T h e  feet and toes o f  the Image, which 

relate to the W eftern  Rom an Empire, are de- 

icribed by Daniel to be partly iron, partly clay, 

partly ftrong, and partly broken, and as iron and 

clay do not unite, neither were they to unite.—  

N o w  the exadl accompliihment o f  this is highly 

w orth y o f  attention. B y  the ten toes it was pre­

dicted, that it fhould be divided into ten k in g­

doms, and Sir Ifaac proves that this was fo in the 

year 408. It was after this diviiion, to be in 

part ftrong, and fo were thefe kingdom s, for the 

followers o f  Mahomet and the T u rks  could make 

no permanent conqueft within the bounds o f  the 

W e ftern  Rom an Empire. It was alfo to be in 

part broken in its power, and fo were thefe k in g­

doms, for they in vain poured forth their millions 

of crufaders into A fia , without being able to 

make any permanent conqueft there. A s  iron 

and clay do not unite, neither have they been 

united, from the year 408 to theprefent day. In 

vain did Charlemagne attempt it— in vain did the 

Emperor Charles V .  attempt it— in vain did 

Louis X I V .  attempt it : N o , the G o d  o f  H e a v e n  

had declared it fhould remain in a divided ftate, 

till an Untverfal Kingdom was to be eftabliihed 

on the earth. Kings and their Minifters, w ith­

out knowing it have accompliihed the fulfilment 

o f  this aftonifhing prophecy, and that Balance o f

1 ower, which has for fo many centuries been at­

tended to in Europe, is neither more or lefs than

keeping up that broken ftate o f  the W eftern 
Rom an Empire.

%
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Before I go into the remainder of the prophecy 

as to thefe kingdoms into which the Weftern Em ­

pire was broken, it is curious to contemplate 

what has happened within that boundary, in the 

courfe o f  the laft ten years — France dethron­

ing and putting to death her Monarch and 

going through a variety o f bloody revolutions—  

the Auftrian Netherlands taken from their ancient 

Princes, and made part o f France— Holland revo­

lutionized, and her Stadtholder fent into exile—  

Switzerland revolutionized— V en ce annihilated 

as a ftate— ‘all Italy tor a time revolutionized, and 

tho’ reduced by the Auftrian and Ruffian forces, 

yet ftill in a ftate entirely unfettled— the Pope 

bereft o f  all his temporal dominions, and dying a 

prifoner in France, the new Pope not even eleft- 

ed at or reiiding in Rom e— Spain bordering 

on revolution— Portugal in danger either o f be­

ing revolutionized or fubdued— the affairs of G er­

many and the Houfe of Auftria in a critical fitua- 

ation, and Great Britain engaged in an arduous 

war, to which, we can fee no termination. Thus 

Sir, the whole, I may fay, o f  what was the W ef- 

tern Empire, and which contains the moil po- 

lifhed nations of the earth, is convulfed from one 

end to the other. But the next and laft part of 

the prophecy of the 2d chapter of Daniel will tell 

us the winding up of all thofe eventful fcenes.

After having defcribed the Image, Daniel pro­

ceeds, and fays he beheld a ftone cut out without 

hands, which fmote the Image on his feet, that

were
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w ere o f  iron and clay, and brake them to pieces. 

T h e n  was the iron, the clay, the brafs, the filver, 

and the gold broken to pieces together, and be­

came like the ch aff  o f  the fummer threfhing floor, 

and the wind carried them away that no place was 

found for them : and the ftone that fmote the 

Image, bacame a great mountain, and filled the 

whole earth. T o  k ro w  more exa& ly what is 

meant by this ftone, we have only to read the 7th  

chap. o f  Daniel. T h e r e ,  the four great Empires 

are more minutely treated o f  under the defcription 

o f  four beafts, and inftead o f  the ten kingdoms be­

ing described by toes, they are made the ten horns 

o f  the fourth beaft— and then their deftruttion 

is mentioned, in thefe words, «• I faw in the night 

vifions, and behold, one like the son o f  man , 

came with the clouds o f  heaven, and came to the 

Ancient o f  Days, and they brought him near be­

fore him. A n d  there was given him dominion and 

glory, and a kingdom , that all people, nations and 

languages fhould ferye him ; his dominion is an 

everlafting d o m i n i o n ,  which fhall not pafs away, 

and his kingdom that which (hall not be deftroy- 

ed.”  T h ere  cannot therefore be a doubt, but that 

the ftone, and the perfonage thus pointed out, is 

the Messiah, and fo does Sir Ifaac, and all the beft 

o f  the commentators explain thofe paflagts ; and 

there are many texts in the fcriptures that corro­

borate this explanation. But for my own part, i f  

there was not another paffage in the Bible, than 

what is to be met with in the 2d and 7th chapters

F 2 of
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of Daniel, nor another commentator than Sir 

Ilaac N ew ton, i fhould not have a doubt of the 

certainty of the fécond coming of the Mlssiah. I 

{hall however, add what is the opinion of the Jew- 

iih nation, becaufe it ought to have great weight, 

as they are in fa£t a (landing miracle : but I (hall 

firft premife the exaft accompliihment of the pro­

phecy as to them, which has already taken place. 

Mofes, near three thoufand years ago, predicted 

that they fhould be plucked from their land, that 

they ihouwl be lcattered over all nations; that they 

ihould be every where found, but fhould have a 

refting place no where, and that they ihould be­

come a bye word and a fcorn to all nations. It is 

now near 1700 years iincethey were driven from 

Judea by the Romans, and fo exaftly has the pre­

diction been fulfilled, that it would be impoffi- 

ble, ir) the fame number o f words as were ufed by 

JMoies, to give a better hiftory o f them. Every Jew 

expe&s the coming of the messiah in power and 

glory, when their refloration is to take place. And 

ftrange indeed would it be, if  they did not expeft 

it, when thofe very fcriptures which contain the 

prophecies as to their afflictions, have a thoufand 

pafifages as to their future happv ftate. I lhall, 

however, content mvfelf with giving you one o f 

the plaineft and flrongeft. It is in the 23d chap. 

of Jeremiah— “  Behold the day is come faith the 

Lord, that I will raife unto David a righteous 

branch, and a King ihall reign and profper, and 

fhali execute judgment and juitice in the earth— *

In



In his clays Judah (hall be faved and Ifrael ihall 

dwell fafely, and this is his name whereby he fhall 

be called the L ord  our Righteoufnefs. T h erefore  

behold the day is come, faith the L o rd , thru they 

(hall no more fay, the L ord liveth, w hich  brought 

up the Children o f  Iirael out o f  the land o f  

Egypt : but the Lord  liveth which brought up, 

and which led the feed o f  the houfe o f  Ifrael out 

o f  the N orth  country, and from all the countries 

whither I had driven them , and they ihall dwell 

in their own land.” — T h u s, Sir, all the Jews, all 

the beft commentators, and I will be bold to fay, 

all the beft informed Cnriftians, unite in the 

opinion, that the Messiah is to come in power 

and giory, and to be a&ually and in perfon, the 

K in g  o f  the K ings o f  the earth.

I ihall now, S ir ,  briefly give you m y reafons, 

for thinking the moment of that appearance is at 

hand. T h e  general texts certainly are, that np 

man can tell the day or hour, for it is faid, “  that 

he fhall come as a thief in the night *,’> that as it 

was in the days o f  N o ah , fo ihall it be ; that wc 

ihall be eating and drinking, and giving in mar­

riage, and occupied in our ufual purfuits. It is 

alfo faid, that the Sun ihall withhold its light, 

and then (hall we lee the Son o f  M an coming in 

the Clouds o f  Heaven, with power and great 

glory. But tho’ it is to be thus fudden, there arc 

general iigns given, by which we may know its 

near approach. T h e  chief o f  thefe are, the fall 

o f  the Papal power, and a very high degree of in­

fidelity
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fidelity. In the 7th chap. o f Daniel, the Papal 

power is defcribed under the name of a little horn 

o f  a very extraordinary nature, that was to rife

up aaiongft the ten horns o f  the fourth beaft__

Sir Ifaac and all the beft commentatois agree, 

that this little horn was to have power for i 260 

years, and then what is the language o f Daniel ? 

« But the judgment ihall fit, and they ihall take 

away his dominion to confurre and to deftroy it 

unto the end And the kingdom, and dominion, 

and thegreatnefs of the kingdom under the whole 

Heaven, (hall be given to the people o f the Saints 

o f  tne Moft High, whofe kirgdom is an ever- 

lafting kingdom, and all dominions fhall ferve and 

obey him.”  Thus the kingdom of the Messiah is 
to arife at the fall o f  the Papacy. Now can any 

man doubt, that the 1 260 years o f  Papal power is 

long fince paft, and that the judgment is fitting, 

that is to confume, and to deftroy it unto the end ? 

L ook at what has happened to it, particularly 

during thelaft ten years and fay if we are not to 

expett the immediate accompliftiment o f what re­

mains ? In regard to the infidelity o f  the times, 

being a warning to usv Chrift himfelf in fpeak- 

ing o f his fécond coming, fays, “  neverthelefs 

ihall I find faith upon the earth,”  not meaning 

certainly that there would be no faith, but that 

there would be a very high degree o f infideli­

ty. Now  look at France, one of the greateft 
countries in Europe, openly denying not only the 
New but the Old Teftament, fubftituting the

loth

42



43

îû t h  day inftead of the 7th, and even attempting 

to aboliih the memory o f  Chrift, by changing the 

sera that bears his name. Inquire into the ftate 

of faith in the furrounding Chriftian nations • 

nay, inquire at home, and an fiver me, does not 

a very high degree o f  infidelity every where cha- 

ra&erife his lair year o f  the i 8th century ?

I come now , Sir, to the m oil interefting part of 

what I have to lay ; it is to point our my reafons 

for thinking this is the diííingulílied country 

in which the M essiah is now to appear. T h e  

ftone that is to be cut out o f  the mountain with­

out hands, is to fall on the feet o f  the Image, and 

to break the whole Image to pieces. N o w , that 

w ould not be true, i f  C h rift  and his army was to 

appear in any country that is a part o f  the Im a g e; 

therefore, all the countries that were comprifed 

in the Babylonifh and Afiyrian Empire, in the 

M edo Perfian Empire, in the G reek  Empire, and 

in the Rom an Em pire, are poiltive’y  precluded. 

T h ere  is another light thrown on this queftion, 

by a paiTage in the 4 1ft  chap. o f Ifaiah, “  I have 

raifed ui# one from the north, and he (hall come ; 

from the rifîng o f  the fun ihall he call upon my 

name, and he ihall come upon Princes, as upon 

mortar, and as th’e Potter treadeth c lay/ ’ T h is  is 

manifeillv the M essiah, and we are therefore to 

look for a country north of Judea, where the pro* 

phecy was given. T h e  new world is out o f  the 

qucftion, being no where a fubjeft o f  prophecy,

•and

¥
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atid as tlit linage is excluded, it can only be in the 

Ruffian Empire, or in the kingdoms of Denmark, 
Sweden, or Ireland.

T h e  army that follows the M essiah we are told 

amounts to 144,000, and there are a few paiTages 

in the Revelations of St. John, that denote the 

place where they are to be aflembled. One is, 

«  I faw them harping with their harps.”  A n o ­

ther, “  I faw them ftanding on a iea o f  Glafs, 

having the harps o f G od .”  Another is, “  T h at 

they were clothed in fine linen, white and clean.”  

Another is, “  And he gathered them together* 

in a place in the Hebrew tongue, called Arm a­

geddon ”  N ow , what refpetts the harp and the 

fine linen peculiarly applies to Ireland, and notât 

all to Ruiîîa, Denmark or Sweden. T h e  fea of 

glafs, I think muft be an ifland. And I believe 

the word Armageddon in the Hebrew tongue, and 

Ardm ah or Armagh in the Irifh, means the fame 

thing. A t  all events, there is great fimilitude in 

their founds, and St. Patrick thought proper to 

make the city o f  Ardmagh, which is the old name, 

the feat o f  #the Church Government o f  Ireland. 

But beiides tliefe facred paiTages o f fcripture, there 

are fome very particular circumftances attending 

Ireland. She has never had her ihare in worldly 

profperity, and has only fince 1782 began to rife, 

and I know  no inftance in hiftcry o f  any nation 

beginning to profper without arriving at a fum- 

mit, o f  fome kind, before it became again de- 

preffed. The four great empires rofe progreiïively

weft
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■weft o f  each other, and Great Britain made the 

la f t  toe o f  the Image, being the laft conqueft the 

Rom ans made in the weft. N o w  Ireland lies di- 

Tertly weft o f  it, and is therefore in exartly the 

fame progreflive line, and it never was any part o f  

the Image, nor did the R om an arms ever pene­

trate here. T h e  arms o f  Ireland is the H arp o f  

D avid , with an A n gel in its front. T h e  C row n of 

Ireland, is the Apoftolic C row n . Tradition has 

long fpoke o f  it as a Land of Saints, and i f  w hat 

I  expert happens, that prediction will be ful­

filled. But w hat I rely on more than all is our 

miraculous exemption from  all o f  the ferpent and 

venomous tribe o f  reptiles. T h is  appears to me 

in the higheft degree emblematic, that Satan, the 

great ferpent, is here to receive his firft deadly 

.blow.

I  have before given you fome reafons, w h y w e 

are to expert the immediate coming o f  the M e s ­

siah. In my opinion, that bill that now lies u p ­

on your table, proves that it is at hand. W h a t  is 

the Britifh Minifter now attempting to do ? H e is 

attempting to annihilate Ireland as a kingdom , 

though it has remained diftinrt from all others, 

time immemorial. H e is attempting, by the rolls 

o f  the two Parliaments, to make it a part o f  

that Image, which was completed in the year 

408, as if  he knew better than the Creator what 

ought to be the iituation o f  nations. A s  well might 

he enart, that from the day this U nion is in­

tended to take place, the fnake, the viper, the

G  adder
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adder, and the toad, fhould thenceforth live and 

thrive in our land, for each is equally contrary 

to the will of God. I therefore do not hefitate, 

even in this moment, to declare, as 1 did in a for­

mer debate, that this can never be an operative 

law. I do not hefitate, even in this moment 

again to proclaim it to this Houfe, and to the 

Britifh and the Irifh Nations, that the Independ­

ence o f  Ireland is written in the immutable re­

cords o f Heaven.

Sir, before I fit down^ I think it right publicly 

to declare the conduit I mean to purfue, fhould 

this bill pafs into a law. I mean, Sir, to fubmit 

to it without a murmur until it be repealed, of 

ùntU tl^eSun ihall miraculoufly withhold its light 

and announce the appearance of Chrift. Should 

this bill receive the Royal AíTent, I mean to in­

culcate into the minds of all who are fprung from 

me, or over whom I have the leaft influence, to 

pay it the moft implicit obedience, till the M es­

siah ihall in perfon demand their allegiance—  

Acting under the ftrong convidlion that I feel of 

its certainty, I fay, Sir, to you, and to every 

Member of this Houfe, no matter on what fide 

he fus or how he has voted, if he in his heart 

loves Ireland, let him rejoice* for her happinefs 

approaches. I fay unto every man in this Houfe 

and out of this Houfe, if he loves virtue let him 

r<’}oice% for the triumph of virtue is at hand. I 

fay Unto every man within and without thefe 

avails, if he be the friend of Chriilianity, no mat­
ter
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ter o f  what fe£l he be, let him rejoice, for its 

glorious A u th o r is about to unfold all that is 

inyfterious, and to remove every doubt and every 

difficulty. I fay to every man within and with­

out thefe walls, whether he be a C lu iftian  or 

not, i f  he iincerely loves his fellow-creature, let 

him rejoice, for that M essiah who fuffcred on the 

crofs is now about to accompiiih all the obje&s o f  

his miiîion. H e is now about to take awav the 

curfe that followed the fall o f  A d am , and to re­

novate the earth. H e  is now about to eftablifli 

,a kingdom founded in juftice, in truth, and in 

righteoufnefs, that ihall extend from pole to 

pole, and which ihall place this hitherto wicked 

and miferable world upon the hi g heft pinnacle o f  

human happinefs and human glory.

G  2 A D V E R T I S E M E N T



Advertijement-

M A N Y Perfons having expreffed 

a defire to be favoured with the pe- 

rufal o f Mr. Dobbs’s P oem  on the 

M ILLENNIUM , the Publiiher hopes 

the following ExtraBs may tend to 

profit as well as gratify thofe into 

whofe hands they may come.

EXTRACTS
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FROM TH E

M I L L E N N I U M ,

A  P O E M ,

I N  F O U R  $ 0  0  K  S,

By  F R A N C I S  D O B B S , Esq^

in the Firft Booh M r. Dobbs defcrilts the private 
Guilt o f the World.

W H E N  V ic e  is at its height M effiah comes, 

Th ru fts  in the fickle, and the vintage reaps, 

îs V ice  then at its height ? O h  painful taflc I 

T o  pairt the crimes that flourilh all around.

O  where íhall I  begin ? W hat country claims 

T h e  damn’d pre-eminence o f  guilty deeds ?

O  Italy ! too plainly it is thine ; 

in  thee, degraded man retains his form ,

Whitft

/



Whilft reafon rules no more. Polluted race ! 

W here man, and beaft, unnatural luft fupplies. 

W h ere female honour, and connubial love,

A re  now unknown. W h ere  vile affaffins fland, 

T h e  ready inftruments o f  death. A n d  where 

T h e  fabtle poifon yields a fure revenge.

Religion too is made a thing of fale,

A n d  traffics with the foyls o f guilty men.

In order next, is that tyrannic throne,

By Mahomet uprear’d. Beneath whofe laws 

T h e  Chriftian faith’s oerturn’d, e ’en on that fpoî 

W here its meek Author (bed his precious blood' 

T o  other crimes, ’ tisalfo added ‘ here,

That women are denied all right o f  choice,

A n d  deem’d but beafts o f nobler form. There too 

T h e infant male, Nature’s diflinction lofes 

T o  afford fecurer guards to female charms.

A n d  thus each fex, in thoufands, are depriv’d 

T h e  choiceft bleifingi o f indulgent Heav’n.

T h y  crimes, O  Rome ! and thine Conftantinople9 

In ev’ry nation’s found— tho’ leaft in thofe 

W here freedom yields inftruftion to mankind- 

Here then, where freedom boafts fuperior pow’r, 

W here all may read the Gofpel’s glorious page,

And
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A nd ftudy truths divine— I f  here V ice  triumphs,

O  where on earth, doth V irtu e  raife her throne ?

Is then Religion in our Tiles rever’ d ?

N o , no, it is the feoff o f  rank and pride :

From the politer circles baniihed far,

A n d  termed a wild chimera o f  the brain.

In humbler life o f  imitation fond,

'Tis either unbeliev’d, or difobey’d.

T h e  few, w ho glory in a Chriftian's name,

A n d  in the face o f  fcorn avow their L ord  ; 

Enthufiafts— hypocrites— or mad, are deem’d.

T h e  private to the public guilt keeps pace— * • 

G o ld , the firft objeft deem ’d— and penury,

T h e  greateft fhame. T h o ’ fraud— tho’ rapine raife 

T o  W e a lth — by all its owner is carefs’d.

W h ilft  poverty doth genius— beauty hide,

A n d  renders all perfe&ion void. ’T is  wealth 

O u r people worihip. T o  wealth both high  and 

low—

Both rich and poor-^do bend the fuppltant knee 

W h e n  N ebuchadnezzar, in his pride fet up 

T h e  golden image for his people’s god—

Fire and furnace to obedience forc’d.

But here, with zeal unbounded, all adore;
* • • » ■ .

A nd próftrate to theif darling idol fall.

Hence
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Hence gaming reigns triumphant o’er the land, 

Detefted fource o f almoft ev’ry vice !

For it the wretched wife negledted lives—

T h e  child untutor’d— and the home forgot.

F or it, the tenant is opprefs’d— the poor 

Unaided-*—honed induftry unpaid.

F o r it, the love o f  country is withdrawn,

A n d  ev’ry duty both to G od and man.

In  its foul train are fuicide and theft—

M urder and robbery its followers are—

A n d  in the fettled gamefter, we may view 

A  damn’d epitome o f  human guilt.

Inftead o f  gentle love— connubial love—  . 

Parent o f  happinefs and blifs below—  

Unbounded luft and gallantry prevails—  

Domeftic peace deftroys— and in its room 

Malice and rage, fcorn and reproach arife.

From  gallantry, however foft in form.

Rem orfe, ficknefs, and forrow amply flow.

A i k  o f  the jealous what they feel ? A ik  her, 

W h o ’s fall’n beneath the fnare o f  artful luft,

T h e  feelings o f her breaft ? A ik  o f the youth* 

W h o fe  giddy fteps the harlot has decoy’d, 

Struck with difeafe and blafted ere his prime ? 

For thefe in wretchednefs, can fpeak the woes  ̂

T h a t ever muft await unhallow’d love.
What



W h a t is the crime that thrives not in this land t 

G o d ’s holy name blafphem’d and facred oaths 

A  m ock’ry made. E nvy and calumny—

L yin g  and f a l f e h o o d — -and all the little arts 

O f  low ambition, profper here— our youth 

Diffimularion taught, as the beft line 

T o  fame and h o n o u r — W h ilft  true ambition, 

W ith  ilnglenefs o f  heart, is found no more.

Say then, what virtues are to thefe oppos’d ; 

N o  virtues, but their femblatice. Manners refin’d ; 

Civility and formal words— mere founds—  

W h ilf t  in the heart ’ tis felfiih all. T o  felf  

Is every look applied. For this, the feaft 

A n d  flowing bowl, and all attention’s paid.

For this, each art, and bow, and fawning fmile—  

A n d  all the catalogue o f  bafe deceit.

A  thing, call’d Honour, takes Religion’s place—  

^True honour and religion are the fame)

T h is  honour in the fword and piftol lies.

I f  wife or iifter, or a daughter fall,

T  o bafe defign a prey— ’Tis honourable 

I f  the villain draws his fword. I f  at the dice,

T h e  gamefter makes th’ unwary feel his Ikill,

A n d

h
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A n d plunders under forms— *Tis honourably 

I f  with a trigger he fupports his claim.

N o r vice— nor villainy— its name retains,

I f  he who dares to do them— dares do more, 

Dares to attack the life o f  him that’s wrong’d—  

A n d  dares, loaded with guilt, to brave his God. 

Such are the fubftitutesof virtuous deeds—

A n d  fuch the manners of our Britifh Ifles.

N o  doubt, a righteous few in every clime, 

Exceptions rife— who know and prattice truth. 

Y e t  who can doubt the fulnefs o f  thefe times ? 

Behold ! Meffiah comes ! But flop, my mufe—  

W hilft  I , in filent pray’r, addrefs the the throne 

O f  Power Omnipotent. Haply one ray 

O f  Light Divine, may brighten this my fong.

In the Second Book, A ir. Dobbs defcribts the man­

ner of the Second Appearance o f the MeJJiah> and 

after expatiating on the conf ia  between the Meffiah

and the Perfonal Anti-chrifl, till the latter is con­
quered he concludes thus :

T H E  awful day’s with darknefs ôvercaft.

T h e  earth’s fufpendedfrorfi its wonted courfe.

The
»
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T h e  fun withholds its light— and the huge clouds

W ith  torrents big, another deluge threaten.

T h e  forked lightning darts from Pole to Pole—

W h ilf t  the loud thunder, upon thunder heap’d, 

Peal, after peal, in long fucceffion roars * *

A n d  to the world proclaims—  i HE l i v in g  G od#

W hen mighty Monarchs earthly thrones afcend. 

T h e ir  cannon, with a palrry noiie, give notice 

T o  the little circle round— not even heard 

Beyond the narrow limits o f  the place, 

W h e r e  the poor pageant o f  the day’s perform’d. 

But here, the firmament doth to the earth 

R e-ech o-r-T he earth to its unfathom’d depths—  

A n d  all the vaft immeniity o f  fpace 

Hears, and refounds throughout the univerfe.

A n d  lo ! unfeen by mortal eye, the Lord% 

fcigh, in mid air, his everlafting throne

H  2 E re iU

the dyeadfal, day, vhich  foreruns the fécond coming, is 

particularly pointed out in various paflages, both in the Old 

and New Teftament. And Chrift himfelf fays, the fun ihall 
•withhold its light, and the moon be turned into blood, and 

that it ihall be a time of tCQliblc, fuch never was before, 

nor ever will be again.
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Ere£ls. Cherubs on cherubs, throng around—  

Serapluon Seraphs, wait the Almighty’s nod—  

Angels— Archangels-—and the Hofts of Heav’n, 

(Endlefs proceifion) from their ftary fphercs,

Fill up the glory o f their Maker’s train.

And now, thro’ all the ikies th* Almighty Voice 

Proclaims, 'tis dene. T h e  muiic of the Ipheres, 

W ith  all the inftruments o f Heav’n refound, 

W h ilft  thus Meffiah lings with lips divine:

T o  thee, Almighty Father ! Parent o f all ! 

W h ofe  arm this day the pow’r o f Satan crufh’d, 

A n d thus hath bound in adamantine chains,

Be glory evermore. T h y  name be prais’d—  

T h y  name alone ador’d. And may thy will 

Henceforth be done on earth— as ’tis in heaven.

This faid, the new ftrung harp of David founds 

T h e  Great Creator's praife. And with it rife 

T h e  fwelling notes of all the inftruments,

That man’s invention forms. And all the eleft 

Their voices raife, to laud their Maker's Name ; 

W hilft  from on high Cherubs and Seraphs join. 

Angels— Archangels, fing their Heav’nly fongs—  

And endlefs Hallelujahs fill the Ikies.



In the Third Bo k are the follow ing-Pafrgts ; de- 

fcriptive o f the happy Jlate of ihe Jew s and o f the 

whole earth.

T H E  Jews, rejoicing, inftantly obey.

A n d  lo ! her palaces and temples rife,

In true magnificence. * In poliih’d marble, 

Exquiiitelv wrought, the difr’rent orders 

A re  with jufteft tafte dilpofed— H er lofty fpires 

T h e  ftreets adorn— and ftrifteft fyirm etry 

In all her buildings is difplay’d. W h a t’er 

Babylon, o f  old renown’d, or larer R o m e —  

O r  Paris, or London, now can boatf— is here 

S o  far excelled, as not to be compar’d.

Such i s t h e  future miftrefs o f  the world.

T h r o ’ all Judea other cities rife.

Delightful villas o’er her plains are fpead,

W ith  trees and fhrubs, and fragrant flowers 

adorn’d.

H er vines luxuriant bear the cluft’ring grape,

A n d  every fruit-tree yields delicious plenty.

N o  weeds, or noxious plants, are leen to grow ;

For at Mefnah’s word, as once the fig tree,

A ll  are wither’d— thenceforth to fpring no more.

T h e  fertile fields their fruitful crop- difplav ;

O r  verdant paftures, (lock’d with fleecy iheep,

A n d  lowing herds, and gen’rous fteeds, that raife

Their
•  Jerufalem,
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Their fwelling crefts, eager to bear the weight 
O f  gentle matters. Each lovely bird is here, 

W h o  all with tuneful notes do warble forth 

Their  Maker s praife. And in the place o f  owls 

Sweet Philomel is heard through all the night»

A n d  now Meffiah to the Jews gives laws—  

So pure— fo free— that all approve. N o  more 

D o th  poverty mankind. T h e  rich

N o  more opprefs. For henceforth every blifs 

T h a t earth affords, by virtue is obtain’d j 

A n d equal juftice is difpens’d to all.

Religion now, when truly underftood,

Is found the furefl path to blifs below.

N o harih reftraint— no gloomy notions therç»

N or creeds— nor forms— nor the proud orthodox 

Puff’d up with vain Philofophy, difturb 

Mankind. Chrift’s plain and fimple truths, 

length,

A re  clear to all. T o  gain immortal life,

A ll  feel, no more requir’d than this— that they 

Should worfhip God in purity of heart,

A n d  do by others what they would, that others 

Should by them. In this confifts the law divine.

T h e  Sabbath's made a day o f mirth and jpy. 

For reft, amufement means. But firft they nfç 

Their Maker to adore. His holy houfe 

They enter, and in fincerity perform



T h e ir  pure and fimple worfnip : then dedicate 

T h e  day to innocent enjoyment ; fuch as 

T h e ir  fancy fuits. For chearfulnefs, not gloom , 

T h e  Chriftian fpeaks. A n d  from the joyful heart 

» T ru e  gratitude and adoration flows.

O u t o f  that bleiTed H oft, that flied their blood 

F or Chrift, and with him live for ever now, 

T h e  Priefthood’s chofen. Incapable o f  fault, 

T h e y  teach their flocks the way to gain, like them 

Immortal life. T h e ir  precepts, by example, 

T h e y  confirm : A n d  ev’ry aft o f  theirs proclaims 

T ru e  holinefs. In hoipitality 

T h e y  live *—and at their temp’rate boards they 

prove

T o  their delighted guefts—-that to enjoy,

B ut not abufe, the pleafures of this life,

Is the undoubted path that leads to H eav’n.

In regal ftate, Mefliah now receives 

T h e  Princes o f  the earth— who lowly bend 

T o  their acknowledg’d king— and from his hand 

T h eir  crowns obtain. Y  our thrones afcend he 

faith,
A nd rule withjuftice. T h e  tribute I demand 

Is this— that I may find your people happy*

Thus fpeaks Mefliah, and th’ obedient kings

Haile
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Hafte to perform his will. Their laws the fame 

T h at rule Judea— the fame is the effe£l—

And univerfal blifs is felt below.

T h e  golden age, a fable thought, at length 

In rich perfection is difplayed. Their fvvords 

T o  plough-ihares turn’d, and ev’ry inftrument 

O f  war, to ornaments o f peace converted.

A ll  that man requires, the cultivated foil,

T o  honeft induftry returns. And peace,

W ith  its companion,plenty crowns the world.

T h us far my mufe defcribes the laws external. 

H ow  íhall I iing, the cultivated mind—

T h e  regulated paffions— and ftveet fenfe 

O f  giving blifs to others— our firft blifs ?

H ow  íhall I iing the undefigning heart,

T h at knows no thought it is aíhamed to own—  

Like the firft pair, in nakednefs moil lovely ? 

H ow  (hall I iing the foul with adoration 

A n d  true piety, in ev’ry thought obedient 

T o  its Great Creator’s will? T o o  weak my 

mufe !

But I will iing man’s happy ftate— and thus 

Unfold what true religion doth beftow.

Henceforth, the youth of either fex are train’d 

T o  virtue and iimplicity. No art allow’d,
For

6 o,  I

I



6i
For there is need o f  none. W ith o u t difguiie 

T h e y  live— and as their diipoiitions luit—

N o t fortunes— they form connubial leagues. 

T h e y  join  both hearts and hands ; and love’s 

myfterious rites 

W ith  innocence they prove. Inconftancy 

Is now unknow n— unw iih ’d for. F or w ho that

makes

T h a t  glorious rule, o f  doing unto others 

W h a t him felf experts, can be inconftant ?

H ere then, one lovely fair to each is given ;

T h e  happy mother o f  a beauteous race ;

A n d  fweet partaker o f  each blifs below.

Henceforth, no turbulent ambition blafts 

T h e  happinefs of man. For all perceive 

T h e  emptinefs o f  pomp and proud parade.

O n e glorious obje£t is alone their care—

£ternal life. T o  this they look. For this 

Each duty they difcharge— and love unbounded, 

A l l  fociety pervades, for well they know,

T h a t  love to one another is true worfhip 

T o  the G od of all. M urder is then unknown, 

A n d  paltry gold, or ill-got wealth, no more 

Refpefted here. N o  more are ftars or titles—

I  • Equipage

9
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Équipage or gaudy {how— their vain purfuit.

T  he Chriftian faith’s revealed to all— and all 

A re  anxious treafures to lay up, where ruft 

N o r moth corrupts. Certain that death miift 

come,

Ere they enjoy their wealth— they live to die. 

T h us, in alternate labour and amufement,

Pafs their happy lives. Delightful feafons roll 

W ith  health and plenty in their friendly courte 

A n d  temperance precludes from all difeafe.

T h e  ag’d look forward to the bright reward 

O f  well-fpent lives. T h e  young, with innocence, 

Enjoy the bleffings thus fo amply giv’n.

T h e y  view with wonder all creation round. 

W h eth er the ftary fpheres, immeafurable,

O r  infeft too minute to be beheld,

W ithout the aid of art, employ their minds—  

Alike they own th* Almighty’s hand. Alike—  

In ev’ry tree and flow’r, contemplate God.

Then to themfelves, moft wonderful o f  all, 

They turn. And then to him, who made the 

heav’ns—

T h è  earth— the fea, and all that is therein.

Their minds prepar’d, they hear, nor difbelieve 

That duft and afhes fhall revive : For all

As wonderful appears. T h e  Chriftian faith

Reveal’d,
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R eveal’d , and blefled hope in an hereafter,

Fills ev’ry pious breaft, and all is peace.

In the Fourth and lafl Booh, after deferring the 

contef with Satan, at the expiration o f one thoifand 

Tears— he thus foretells the fin a l confummatkn o f the 

happinefs o f Mankind\

A N D  now, th ’ A lm igh ty  bids, and earth 

diffolves,

A n d  back to chaos falls. T h e n , at his word,
*

A n other earth appears. N o  fea is there,

For raging billows, and tempefluous waves,

A n d  dangerous voyages are allow’d no more.

But beauteous lakes, and ftreams o f  living waters. 

In  abundance flow. N o r ftorm— nor tempeft 

now.

Eternal funihine, by fweet Zephyrs cool’d,

A re  in their ftead. This earth one garden feems, 

T h a t needs no culture— but fpontaneous bears 

Each different grain, and fruit, that now are 

known.

Its verdant lawns by herds and iheep fpread 

o’er,

T h a t  bleed no more for man. In blifs they live,

1 2 W ith out
I ■*' •***
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W ithout decay or increafe— For man and beaft,

In numbers full— no more (hall multiply.

Each bird— each animal— of ornament,
«

O r uie, are here. And ev’ry tree and flowV, 

T h a t  can delight the fenies, here abound.

Gem s and precious (tones, and gold and (ilver, 

A re  ftrew’d, common to all. Delightful build­

ings

A re  prepar'd, and here no labour is requir’d ; 

Save what to reft and pleafure gives a reliih—  

For o f itfelf, this earth without decreafe, 

Produces all that fancy can demand.

Holy Jerufalem in the midft is feen.

H er ftreets o f  gold— her wails of precious ftones, 

Her gates o f folid pearl— her trees o f life,

A n d  ftreams of livingwaters, all prepar’d,

And ready to receive their great Creator.*

Meffiah and his Hoft, with wonder view 

T h e  new creation— And thus th’ Alm ighty 

(peaks.

Y e ,  who o’er vice triumphant rofe, behold 

Y ou r bright reward. This earth’s for ever yours -9
W it h

.

* This description of Jerufalem is taken from the 31 ft 

chapter of Revelations. Indeed the outline of the whole Po« 
cm is chiefly from the nine laft Chapters of that Prophetic 

book. And 1 recommend it to the reader to give them a 
careful perufal.
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W ith  all imagination can demand :

F o r V ice  thus conquer’d, your wiihes are your law. 

M ale  and female my creation was— and man 

Is but a part o f  that creation. H is fide 

Produc’d a femblance o f  himfelf. A  form 

L ik e  his, tho’ fofter. A  voice like his, tho’ 

milder.

A  mind fuited to his, tho’ gentler. A n d  looks 

T h a t  fpeak a fweet reliance on that ftrength 

From  w hich it came. T h e fe  joined alone ca a  

form

T h e  perfeil being M an— and therefore now ,

For ev’ry male its female is redeem’d.
* I

H aile  then, and to yourfelves unite yourfelves—  

Each heart will join  its o w n , to part no more.

H e  fpoke, and all obey'd. N o  jarring minds 

W e re  here. F or each receiv’d the hand he 

fought—

A n d  love— his love repaid. T h o ’ virtuous all, 

Y e t  all were d iff ’rent. But ev’ry pair 

H ad kindred fouls, and mutual thoughts of blifs* 

So wonderful the ways o f  G o d — not one 

O f  all this num’rous hoft his lot would change—  

N o r  other make his partner o f  eternity. *
T h e

*  A s alï who inhabit the new earth live for ever— and a* 

male and female only make up one complete man in the 

Scripture fenfe, it follows there can be uo marriages in Hea­

ven, the union of the fexes b c in j from the firft complete*
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T h e  earth its blefs’d inhabitants receives,

A n d  all its fruitful regions they poflefs.

Y e t  ftill, pre-eminence belongs to thofe,

W h o  by fuperior virtue had attain’d 

A  greater capability of blifs.

T h at faithful hoft who in Millennium liv’d 

T h e  confiant partners o f  Meffiah’s reign, 

Jeçufalem inhabit. Their worth confefs’d 

B y  all, entitles them to this precedence.

N o r could the reft o f  human kind, tho’ fav’d,

Its confiant fplendour bear. For there their God 

D o th  dwell— the light thereof. Eternal day 

Reigns there. A n d  night to them flill needful 

found,

Is there unknown— but as they chufe they viiit 

H oly Sion’s walls. Her gates for ever ftand 

Unclos’d— that all the nations may behold 

T h e  glorious Majefty o f JfraeVs God.

Thus, in eternal round, each wifh, each thought, 

Is gratified. W hat appetite demands,

Each bough— each field— fupplies. And for their 

thirft,

Each ftream provides ne&areous draughts that 

ne’er.
Intoxicate. Then with ev’ry clofing day 

Each happy pair unto their nuptial bed

Retires.



Retires. A s  once did Adam  and his Eve,

W h e n  innocence was theirs— fo now do they. 

A n d  to the joys, that blefs’d them firft, is given ; 

T h a t  good and evil know n the good’s prefer’d 

Evil defpis’d— and all are now  allow’d 

Freely to eat the fruit o f life eternal.

Meffiah and th e e le & to  thefe enjoyments 

A d d  fuperior knowledge. For G od  to them 

Reveals thofe wonders in which now the mind 

Is loft. Each tree— each flow’r— each bird—  

each fiih—

Each beaft— each infeft— then they comprehend. 

T h e  ftars, in wondrous order, how  they move—  

A n d  all exiftence opens to their view.

T h u s  do the good enjoy immortal life.

N o  laws but thôfe engraven on their hearts 

T h e y  know . T h eir  paffions and their appetites 

T h u s ru l’d, give ev’ry blifs that fancy forms ; 

W h ilft  they in ev’ry jo y  and pleafure own 

T h e  hand from whence it flows. A n d  as their 

' blifs

Is endlefs— fo alfo endlefs is their praife.

One heart— one mind, one foul, doth all combine 

In adoration ! to the G od  of all.
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