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H I S  E X C E L L E N C Y

MARQUIS CORNW ALLIS.

MY LORD,

A C C E P T  this fmall but honeil 

Tribute of Refpect.— Had Tippoo- 

Sultan followed your Lordfhip’s 

Advice, and kept by the politi­

cal Line your Wifdom and Libe­

rality

T N I
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« %  pointed out, he would not

have become the V ia im of Frm ch

Intrigue ; and whi]e ^  ^

the U nion whieh your Adminif- 

tration has happily accompliihed,

we need not fear the Arts and 

Machinations of that reftlefs and 

inveterate Foe to the Britifh Em-
pire.

T h at  y 0Ur Lordihip may live 

long under the Shade of thofe 

Laurels, which it has been your 

Deftiny to cultivate, not more by

tnan by uniting tw e lve  M il­
lions o f your p ellow Creatuns ,n

the



more glorious Confequences

of perpetual Peace, is the Wiili

of every true Subjed and honeit 

Man in Ireland.

JANUARY i,

l80I.
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P R O S P E C T  B E F O R E  US, &c.

Ï  c a n n o t  but  regard Ireland as a ihip 

happily eleaped from the deftroying fury 

o f  a political hurricane : She was nearly- 

wrecked upon the quickfands of treafon ; 

and, if flie had not been towed o ff  by a 

founder and more powerful vefíel, ihe muft 

have flruck, and gone to pieces.
/

I t is to congratulate the crew on their 

timely deliverance, that I call their atten­

tion to this firft day of their emancipation 

from the thraldom of fadion. T h e  ihackles 

of reftraint are ftruck off, and the political 

jugglers, no longer capable o f  impofing 

•upon the common fenfe o f  the country,
B  arc



are left to the melancholy taik of refle&ing 

■upon their virtuous endeavours to hood­

wink a whole people, and impofe upon 

their abufed viiion the daub and frippery 

of French fraternity for the dignity and 

congregated beauty of  the B r i t i s h  C o n ­

s t i t u t i o n .

In the progrefs of this little traft, I (hall 

not be able to avoid touching upon p a r t y ; 

but it fhall not be with a rancorous or ma­

levolent fpirit ; it ihall be with a philofo- 

phic view to the end that party would efta- 

bliih ; and I think I ihall prove to the judg­

ment of every deliberate and unprejudiced 

man, that the g r e a t  m e a s u r e  which 

marks its birth from this day was not only 

become neceffary for P r o t e s t a n t  fecu- 

rity, but for the peace, the property, the 

-improvement, the fecurity, and focial hap- 
pinefs of the w h o l e  community.

I e n t i r e l y  embrace the fentiment re­
cently expreffed by Mr. Sheridan in the 

Britiih Houfe of Commons :—“  Now,” faid

he,
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he, “  that U n i o n  has taken place, I am 

o f  opinion that habits o f  fympatby and 

cordiality ihould be encouraged in every 

poifible way between the two countries.” —  

T h a t  the habits o f  fympathy and cordiality 
were much upon the wane, in confequence 

o f  the exertions o f  fome o f  that gentleman’s 

admirers, both in England and Ireland, I 

believe nobody will deny ; and it augurs 

well for the U n i o n , when we fee one of 

its foremoft oppofers proclaim the benefits 

which will immediately flow from that

G R E A T  M E A S U R E .

T h i s  will be an immortal day, ye men 

o f  Ireland, in the hiftory o f  your political 

exiftence. Y ou  have facrificed a name 

on the altar o f  Peace, and you have ac­

quired refpedt among the nations by the 

philofophyof reafon. T h e  meafure which 

has united you for ever to Great Britain, 

will be a lafting theme for future po­

liticians, as it has been a pregnant one 

for the politicians o f  the day. Some four

republicans may rail againft it ; but the
calm
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calm and the fenfible portion of the com­

munity will remember it as the anodyne

a n d healing draught that reftored a l l  

the members of our body to the blef- 

fings of health and the vigour of action -, 
they will regard it as the peace of God 
given to men who were difunited from the 

parent flock, not only by the feparating 

fea, but by the deeper and more dread­

ful waters of civil difcord, fomented into 

madnefs by the politician out of power, 

and the profligate out of place, by iliort- 

fighted individuals who faw only as far as 

thcmfelves, and who, like Catiline, were 

ready to drown their country in blood, 

rather than recede from do&rines promul­

gated without thought, and perfevered in 

from defpair.

T h e  connexion of Ireland with Britain 
is of about 630 years flanding. A handful 

of Engliih adventurers, unaided by the 

government of their country, landed on 

the ifland, and with very little exertion 

forced a fettlement which was to become

immoveable ;
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immoveable ; they found the people de­

generated from learning and civility to 

ignorance and ferocity ; fubjedt to no ge­

neral law ; but fub jed  in parcels to parti­

cular mailers, who on every flight or fan­

cied offence rufhed to the field, and with­

out the leaft remorfe moiftened the clay 

o f  the foil with the blood o f  its inhabi­

tants.

T h e  Ear l  o f  Pembroke, commonly called 

Strongbow, foon following the firft ad­

venturers, made his footing firm, and 

Henry II. his lawful fovereign, begin- 

ing to fee that Ireland might be made a 

province, queftioned the Earl  in angry 

tone as to his unwarranted proceedings. 

Strongbow went to England, and made 

his peace with the King. He then returned, 

and managed matters fo well with the 

Iriih Chiefs, or Princes, that Henry hinv 

felf  came to Ireland in 1 1 7 2 ,  and obtained 

from them, in full and publick convention, 

the fovereignty of the foil.
T h i s
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T h i s  is the fhort but faithful hiftory of 

the Engliih eftabliihment in Ireland. T im e 

rolled on in variety of political events ; 

the Engliih King was the Lord of Ireland, 

and Englifhmen were, from month to 

month and year to year, forming fettle- 

ments in the country ; and thus, by degrees, 

not flow but rapid, the Engliih rooted 

themfelves in the land, inclofing their 

community in what was called the pale, 
and regulating their adtions by laws, to 

which the native Iriih out of the pale were 

not fubjed.

T h e  times were barbarous, and it is 

cafy to form an idea of the injuftice and 

cruelty which this reparation occaixoned. 

As the Engliih became ftrong they extended 

their dominion; and the Iriih naturally 

oppofed the intrufion, either openly in 

the field, or fecretly in the fhade ; murder, 

aflaifination, infecurity, was the refult, 

and almoft every fpecies of barbarifm was 

perpetrated by both parties with impunity. 

Time, however, that alters all things, re-

ftrained



{trained the invading ipirit o f  the Engliih, 

and foftened the ferocity o f  the Irifh people; 

the rejormation arrived, and unhappily was 

not received in. Ireland, with that una­

nimity o f  fentiment which was neceflary 

to fecure the religious peace o f  the coun­

try. T h e  Catholic religion was the religion 

o f  both Engliih and Irifli ; but the refor­

mation o f  the Catholic religion coming 

from the parent country to the Anglo- 

Iriih, they generally embraced it; while the 

Irifh adhered pertinaciouily to the tenets 

o f  their forefathers. Here was a new and 

dreadful fource of divifion ! In religion at 

leaft they were before united, but now a 

door was open for all the inveterate pre­

judices and paifions o f  the human m ind; 

and the confequence o f  this unfortunate 

fchifm forms a black and horrid page in the 

hiftory of the land ! T h e  Engliih became 

ftrong -, they were nouriihed and fupported 

by the parent fiate : T h e  Iriih, although 

numerically increaiing, became politically 

w eak  -, they had neither protection nor 

fupport j and their religion, unhappily, ibut

them
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them out from an equal participation of 

civil rights. This  was unavoidable, it was 

felf-defence in the Anglo-Iriih, and the 

land became two ; the P r o t e s t a n t , who 

was the governor, and the C a t h o l i c , 

who was the governed. Where was the 

interior peace ? It was not to be found ! 

Where was the bleffed repofe of fecurity ? 

It was not in the land ! Coercion became 

the order of the day -, the coerced felt, and 

would now and then ftruggle to ihake off 

the load that preffed upon them. This 

fituation of things continued, or more or 

lefs, till about the year 1764. W e then 

find that the Anglo-Irifli began to feel a 

fentiment of country, and fo r themfelves 
by gradual exertion obtained many politi­

cal benefits. At length the American war 

occurred, and the Britiih army was with­
drawn from Ireland to proteft remoter pof- 

feffions : T h e  Anglo-Irijh faw and feized 

the opportunity -, they demanded, with an 

organized force of Bo,000 men at their 

tack ,  political freedom ; and Great Britain 
made a virtue of neceffity and recorded

their
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their independence. T h e  Catholic was not 

included; his incapacities continued. T h is  

arrangement, however, went on ; and, as 

time advanced and manufactures improv­

ed, the power o f  Britain proteded the 

trade of Ireland, and fent her productions 

to the remoteft corners of the world.

T h e  human mind expanded ; the Catho­

lic got by little and little, till at length 

little was left to beftow ; and, as in all free 

governments there will be factions formed 

for the attainment o f  political power, there 

arofe in Ireland a faCtion of a moft danger­

ous tendency ; j t  bottomed itfelf on Ca­
tholic phyjical jorce -, it worked openly and 

covertly to give the Catholic equality o f  

civil right ; it iliewed an inclination to 

withdraw from Britiih connexion, and to 

become a really independent power ; lefler 

faitions fprung from the greater, and, with 

lefs art, defpifing the dilatorinefs o f  delay, 

they at once formed plans of general revolt

and rebellion, and entered into engage-
C ments
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ments with the dejlru&ive republic to aflift 

them in their defign. T he treafon was de- 

teóted ; the leaders were feizedj their plans 

expofed ; and by the energy o f  government 

the people of Ireland, both Proteilant and 

Catholic, were ihatched from the very 

brink of ruin ; they were fnatched from 

the danger, but the precipice remained ; 

and it was now neceiTary to remove them 

fo r ever from the gaping deftrudion. How 

was this great end to be accompliihed ? 

There was only one road left to lead to its 

certain completion ; the Anglo-Iriih fa&ion 

worked upon the Catholic phyfical force ; 

the country was in danger from them ; 

the Catholic, finding his firength, and feel­

ing his exclufion from the legiilature, was 

difaffeded to the government ; the country 

wras in danger from them ; there was but 

one meafure left to fecure to Britain the 

geographical and phyiical confequence of 

Ireland ; to fecure to the Anglo-Iriih their 

liberty and property ; and to place the 

Catholic in fuch a fituatioa as that his

natural
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natural flrength wonld be no perpetual im­

pediment to his abfolute political freedom ; 

and thefe bleiîed e ffeâs  were to be ob­

tained, and obtained alone, by a L e g i s ­

l a t i v e  U n i o n  w i t h  G r e a t  B r i t a i n .

T h i s  memorable meafure has been ac- 

compliihed with the temper and folem- 

nity its importance demanded. After the 

moft deliberate inveftigation o f  all its 

parts -, after an oppoiition o f  talents, inte- 

reft, and refpedlability ; the Iriih L eg if-  

lature, feeing the annihilating ruin which 

was fufpended but by a iingle thread from 

falling on their country, nobly facri- 

ficed the name for the fubftance o f  inde­

pendence ; and the this day commences 

her fécond birth in U n i o n  w i t h  G r e a t  

B r i t a i n .

L e t  us for a moment enquire, what

would have been the probable, I had al-

raoft faid the unavoidable, confequence

either o f  her projected alliance with France,
or



or of  hc r  continuance under the vaunted 

conftitution of 1782  ? a conftitution, by 

the bye, that gave a ruling power to 

another ftate, by making the adts of the 

Iriih Legiflature null and void, till they 

were fandtioned by the great feal of Great 

Britain.

T h i s  radical defedt in the conftitution 

of 1782  was unavoidable with Britifh con­

nexion ; but to the hiûorian or philofo- 

pher it appeared incompatible with what 

the fettlement would imply ; that is, with 

political independence. It founded as if one 

man were to fay to another, “  I have abfo-  ̂

lute property ; but, by this inftrument 

which I now deliver, I poiitively prohibit 

xnyfelf from ufing it in any manner what­

ever without your previous and formal 

concurrence. It is true I cannot exift 

without ufing this property ; but my exig­
ence is neverthelefs independent of you,

becaufe I know you will for ever permit
me
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me to u f e  w h a t  is y o u rs  and not^ y o u r s ,  

w h a t  is m y  o w n  an d  not m y  o w n  !

P r o p e r t y  w i t h o u t  t he  righ t o f  u f in g  

it,  is no property  to the poffeiTor ; an d  

independence w h i c h  depends, is a c o n tra­

diction both in terms an d  in reafon.

B u t  to return. Had G e n e r a l  Hoche’s 

expedition in 1796 fucceeded, and the 

plans of O ’Connor and his confederates 

been eftabliihed, what would have been 

the ftate o f  Ireland at this day ? Is it not 

palpable to the plaineft underftandmg, 

drawing infallible conclufion from the 

miferable experience o f  other countries, 

that {he would at this day have been, not 

the independent ally, but the wretched 

vaiTal of France ? that the productions of 

her foil and the labours o f  her people 

would have been devoted to feed, and to 

clothe, the devouring armies o f  that de- 

ftroying republick ? that her fons would 

have been by requifition, that modern term

13
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for compulfion, driven in thoufands to 

fwell the columns of thefe armies ? that 

her foil muft have fupported an immenfe 

number of  French troops, neceffary for a 

double purpofe ; firft, to keep the loyal 

portion of  the people in awe, but prin­

cipally to defeat invafion from Britain ? 

that military government muft have 

reigned in all its iron horrors, unfoftened 

by a fingle court of civil judicature in the 

whole compafs o f  the land ? that the C a ­

t h o l i c , fo well taught by the patriots o f  

the day to regard the P r o t e s t a n t  as 

his oppreffor, being let loofe, his fury 

would know no bounds, and human car­

nage would cover the face of the country ? 

that commerce there could be none ? 

that private property, being at the mercy 

of the mob, would be invaded with im­

punity ? And that worfe> infinitely worfe, 

than a flate of nature would at this day 

be the flate o f  Ireland ! Such would, ac­

cording to every rational dedudion, have 

been her fituation during the war ; and

on



on the arrangement o f  a peace, after 

having been bled at every vein by her 

unprincipled ally, ihe would have been 

reftored with perfect fang-froid  to Great- 

Britain for a Weft India iiland, or a port 

or territory in the Eaft.

On the other hand, let us fuppofe the 

Conflitution o f  1 782  had been continued 

in all its purity. W e  then would have had 

the name o f  independence, but depend­

ing really and conftitutionally upon an 

external power for the poiïeffion o f  every 

focial enjoyment and advantage ; for our 

fafety from foreign foes, from domeflick 

treafon, for the protection o f  our com­

merce, for the exteniion o f  our trade. 

In ihort, we would have continued to de­

pend, not only as a manufacturing country, 

but for our very being as a civil com­

munity, on the purfe, the army, and the 

navy of Great Britain.

O u r
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Our  Parliament would have conftituti- 

onally continued under the management 

o f  the Britifh intereft ; and when cafual 

events led to party exertion, the people 

raufl have been taxed to buy off the pa­

triots o f  the day ; whichever fide pre­

vailed, this would have been the prac­

tice, Cabal, intrigue, infecurity would 

have continued -, while the people, the 

eafy tool o f  the fa&ious, would have been 

the real fufferers.

O f  this ftate o f  civil difcord every 

power at war with Britain would take ad­

vantage -, and the people, diftradted be­

tween the plaufible promifes o f  political 

empiricks, and the efforts of external foes, 

would be lofers in their peace, lofers in 

their rights, lofers in their property, and 

lofers even in the hope of better times j 

for the fame caufes would have infallibly 

produced the fame effedts, and there 

could be no internal tranquillity for Ire­

land.

i 6
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T h e  C a t h o l i c  would, by necefllty, 

conilitutionally continue expelled from the 

legiflature ; he would, therefore, continue 

difcontented ; the indignant feelings o f  

nature may be foftened, but, unlefs the 

caufes are done aw ay, they can never be 

wholly fubdued} and thus there would 

be a lafling, a growing, an inflammable, 

and a deflrudive principle in the very 

heart o f  your body politic, which in the

end might be worked upon to overflow

the mounds o f  government ; and, like a 

deluge, tear, deftroy, and annihilate every 

veftige of focial compad and fecunty. 

T h en  anarchy would rage ! and crimfon 

war would bathe his bloody hand in the 

bowels of humanity ! till exhaufled by 

barbarian effort, the v id o r  would paufe, 

and cafting a rueful look on the de­

valuation his dreams o f  reform had

occafioned, he would curfe the day that 

party principles impelled him to lay his 

country in ruins ! - B u t  here the tri­
umphant fadion cannot flop— order muft

P  be
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be reftored, and Britain is expelled.—  

T h ey  now difcover, that in the political 

fyftem o f  Europe, Ireland, i f  not fupported, 
mufi f a l l , let us fuppofe they make a 

laft defperate effort, and admit the power 

o f  France into the land—.affiliate with 

her— receive the confoling comfort of the 

fraternal embrace ; and, in the frenzy of 

defpair, devote their country to the natu­

ral enemies of their forefathers.— What 

would refult i an exterminating war with 

B r ita in ;— ihe could never fit in apathy, 

and fee the French plant a military pro­

vince at her very door !— ihe could never 

fit in apathy and fee her ancient poffeffion 

become the naval nurfery of her invete­

rate foe ! N o ;  war in all its horrors would 

rage;  the land would become a land of 

blood; and even allowing (he did not im­

mediately fucceed in her endeavours at 

re-eftabhihment, ihe would too certainly 
fucceed in its total deftrudion. The new 

allies the protectors— the French friends 
would be the infiruments of iWili m,fery ;
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and with French faith, like the Punic o f  

old, they would at any open abandon the 

political dreams o f  the faction to fecure 

their own fubftantial intereft.

B u t , God be praifed, the defperate die 

has not been caft ! this country did not 

pafs the Rubicon ! ihe was wildly hurry- 

ing to the fpot, but her progrefs was re­

tarded by the ftrong hand of Juftice, and 

her reafon was awakened by the voice of 
Wifdom.

S n a t c h e d  from the gu lf  that gaped 

to receive and to deftroy us, what now is 

the profpedl o f  Ireland ? She has united 

her political being with Great Britain,—  

they are now o n e  a n d  i n d i v i s i b l e  —  

their intereft is the fame— they muft fail 

down the ftream of Tim e together, fubjedt 

to the fame gales of profperity, and equally 

open to the fame ftorms of adveriity—  

they muft adhere together for being ; i f  

one finks, the other muft follow.— Union

*9
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is falvation— feparation is ruin. W e 

have, according to the language of  the 

fagacious Locke, formed <£ an agreement 

“  to join and unite into one community for 

u our comfortable, fafe , and peaceable liv- 

“  ing one amongft another, in a fecure 
“  enjoyment of our properties, and a greater 

“  fecurity againft any that arc not of it ” 
—and, behold the profpe£t that opens be­

fore us !

T h e  P r o t e s t a n t  is fecured in his 

political afcendancy ; he is fecured in the 

poffeiîion and difpofition of his property ; 

he is fecured in the produdion of his 

talents and his induftry—he is fecured 

o f legal freedom, which is the only true 
libertyy becaufe he will not contribute 

one {hilling to the expence of the State 

without his own confent ; and he has 

every mortal fecurity, that, from age to 

age, thofe focial bleffings will be handed 

down to his lateft pofterity.

T h e
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T h e  C a t h o l i c  is equally fecured 

in his property; he is fecured in the pro­

duction o f  his talents and his induftry; 

his children and their children’s children, 

to the remoteil time, are fecured in his 

and their poffeifions ; and the neceffity 

which kept them from a full enjoyment 

o f  political liberty is effentially removed ; 

the neceifity for their exclufion from the 

la jl right d o e s  n o t  e x i s t . Union has 

deftroyed it ; and he may now look w ith  

confidence for the day that will give 

him perfeit equality with his Proteflant 

neighbour. T h is  is an inevitable and not 

very diftant event, and it is an event 

which, in uniting the men of Ireland 

with each other, will cement the gene­

ral Union. N o w  this event could never, 

with fafety to the Proteftant intereft, 

have taken place, while the free  con- 

ftitution of 1 782 obtained in Ireland.

T h e s e  bleffings to this c o u n tr y  the

Legiflative Union will accom p lit ; and
the



the genius o f  the people, having its full 

fpnng, will branch out into innumera­

ble modes of induftry, agriculture and 

manufactures at home; a real equality 

o f  commercial benefits with Britain 

abroad, in the fcale indeed o f  her means, 

but thofe means will increafe by the 

advantages they beftow. Unreftrained by 

Bntiih jealoufy, her natural exertions 

will have their full force; ihe will have 

a double impelling power for her induf­

try ; ihe will have the vaft ability o f  

Britain for the confumption of  her pro­

ductions ; and ihe will have her own 

efforts to fend thofe productions from 

her own ports in her own Jhips to the 
trading nations of the earth.

I, therefore, congratulate you, ye Wef- 

tern people of the Union ! Some men 

among you, foured by perfonal difap- 

pointments, may murmur their difcon- 

tent ; but the value of internal peace, 

and the abundance which cannot fail to

22



flow from focial fecurity, are too con­

spicuous for Reaion not to approve and 

Wifdom not to applaud the meafure ! 

Conneded to Britain by natural ties, 

you are now drawn clofer by political 

interefts ; you have all the benefits o f  

her nurfing and proteding power, while 

ihe has the preferving certainty o f  your 

phyfical importance; without the firit, 

you would perilh ; without the fécond, 

ihe would totter. Y ou  could not long 

exift in feparation. Union is theoretically 

eftabliihed. Cemented by equality o f  in- 

tereft, it ought to be immortal. T h e  be­

neficial confequences it can pradically 

produce to Ireland will, in a great de­

gree, depend upon the a d iv ity  o f  frifh- 

men. There is now no impediment. “  T h e  

world is all before you.”  T oo  long has 

Religion been made a tool o f  divifion 

and waifare among men : T h e  P r o t e s t ­

ai s  t  and the C a t h o l i c  are brothers: 

G o d  is the father of all, and looks with 

y o f  mcrey and fcrgivenefs upon

a i l
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all  his children. Imitate h i m  in this be­

nignity of fentiment j banifh from your 

bofoms the deitruftive poifons of party ; 

aroufe your natural powers ; let Induilry 

infpire you with exertion, and be Peace 

your polar ftar : The firft will crown you 

with Wealth, and the laft lead you to 

Happinefs.

t
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