
The Reconciler
O R ,  S O M E

M A ]
U P O N  T W O

P A M P H L E T S
Lately publiih’dj ( )

A  L E T T E R  from a Lord to a Commoner, con
cerning the tvoo Church Bills lately Rejected.

A N D

C O N S I D E R A T I O N  S upon T<wo Bills fent
down from the R ------- H ------ the H ___ -  0f
L ----- 7) to the H ------- the H — — of C ___ i
Relating to the Clergy of I-----d.

*

S H E W I N G

H o w  all the G o o d  Ends propofed b y  either o f  thofe 
Bills may by  a more gentle and eafy M e th o d  be a t 
t e n d ,  without Injury tu rht R i g h t s  o f  my Lord s  the

Q u  °y * 5 ° C g ° Ur aild V io le i ‘ce t0 the Inferiour

Agoicus P la to ,  Anucu. Socrates, ftd  magi, Arnica Veritas.—

D U B L I N :
P rjf lfp ri  Cs\A K.t  ̂TD__1



c
■

\

• J .  ■ '  - ■

1 ' l .7 h  , Xb /• - •
( *  - v > ‘ Ï •<,* -

.

1 * À * < - 1 ' 1 i *
*\ r ^ r o r ^ 'v  ' - ; ' * •- ■ '* -

• -~-’x *

‘I . t t  -

> •> -u: t

c "
,J \ xv/\\̂

* -  .i j  v - •

• f

»T̂ r 
« ' t
•  *  *  *  »  

-  - . ;  1

7» 
ï /;

•  •

■ T J



The Reconciler :
O  R ,

Some R E M A R K S upon twoPamphlets 
lately pubhihed, &c.

IN  fuch a Critical Jundurc as th is ,  w hen the B :-  
ihops and Clergy o f  the Eitablifhed Ch u rch  icem 

io unhappily cuvided, as to Purfue each other 
w ith  the greateft H e a t  and A m m o i k y  ; to  the 
manifeft hazard of the R u in e  and Subverfion ofc 

our moil H o l y  and Excellent Conititution ; 1 think
m yfelt  bound by  the ftrongeit O b l ig a t io n s  o f  C h a r i ty ,  
and D u t y  ,• as a Zealous Profcflor ot the R e lig io n  E h a -  
blilhed amongil us ; to ufc my utmoft Endeavours,  to pre- 
lervc the Peace and U n ity  ot the C h u rch , and heal and 
C o m p ofc  thole E)ifferences, w h ich  may otherw ise, c o n 
trary to the Intention o f  both Parties, g ive  occafion to 
D E I S  I  S and L I B E R T I N E S ,  to tarn the w h o le  facred 
O r d e r  into C O N T E M P T ,  and R I D I C U L E :  O r  
t o  H E R E T I C K S ,  and S C H I S M A T I C K s ,  to  break  
d o w n  our Inclofurcs, and R a v a g e  and D ev o u r  the F lo c k  
o f  Chrift.

A n d  truely, whoever d uly  Confiders the  P ublick  and
Sccrct T ra n ia & io n s  o f  the late Seflion ot Parliament, the
great N u m bers  o f  the Infcriour C le rg y ,  that  appeared
publickly there, to  g ive  O p p o f it io n  to th ofe  Bills;  the
T r iu m p h  the Papifts expreis’d ,  to fee lo many F o r m id 
able* A ftOrVc m  ̂ iinnn *- Kii Aima Da /4 w r> C X _



Defeated j and the vaft M ultitude of  Diifcnters, who con- 
i lantly  attended the Debates ; with a prolpe&,fome time 
o r  other, to Fijh in thofe troubled IVaters : W il l ,  1 hope,
excuie me, w h o  have been only a mclancholly ftander 
b y ,  and too Inconfuierable to  be ingaged on either fide ; 
if: I think iuch difmal Prefages o f  Difafteâion amongit 
ourfelves, vented in bitter H'ords and Virulent Writings ; 
portend the utmoft M iichiet  and Danger both to the 
Bifiops and Clergy ; i f  fome T im e ly  A N T I D O T E b c  
not applied, to reducc them to a more peaceable and 
forgiving Tem p er : T h a t  they may live l.ke Brethren,
in Love and U n i t y ;  the Bifhops Prefidmg after the 
Portera o f  our Lord  Jefus Chriil,  and his H o ly  Apoitles ; 
and the Interior Clergy chearfully fubmitting to their 
L a w f u l  Ordinances and Injun&ions, as in Conicience 
and D u ty  tliey ought, to do.

A n d  n o w , without Queftioning the T r u th  of  the 
T  ea fes ( t) either fide, retcr’d to, in the Title Page; I 
ffcalJ t kc clie Argumem s ji: ft as I find them, and inter
pole my O pin ion, without tne leaft Prejudice, or Parti
ality between them.

In rh eh rit  Place then, w e  are told, by  the N O  B  L E ,  
or R I G H T  R E V E R E N D  L O R D  ( for I know  not 
w hich to call him ) that the Bill Drought intothe Houfe, 
this laft Stffion of Parliament, wa? only in order to 
amend the Defects o f  a former Bill, made in the firft 
Year o f  his prefent M ajefty,  and to bring the Qualifica
tion, w h ich  wa« before a Benefice worth 150/. per Ann. 
itill lower, by enading, “  T h a t  i f  any Perfon fhall here- 
“  after acccpt of  any Deanry,Arch-deaconry,Dignitary, 
“  Prçbend, or oi one, or' more R eâories ,  (  having no' 
“  V icarage  endow ’d) V icarages ,  perpetual Curacics,or 
“  other Ecclefiaitical Prefeiments, w ith  Cure o f  Souls 
“  belonging thereto, which either fingly, or joyntly, or t o -  
“  g  ether with w hat .he at the time o f  the Acceptance 
“  thereof, fhall enjoy in the lame Diocefe, ihall make 
<e up the Sum o f  O n e  Hundred Pounds fier ling, per 
“  Si™- Every iuch Dean, Archdeacon, Dignitary, Pre- 
“  beridarv, R e â o r ,  V icar,  Curate, or other Ecclefiaflical 
“  Perfon having Cure o f  Souls, after he hath been three
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“  Years in Pofleffion thereof and having no H o u fe th e ic -  
“  on fie and Çonycnient for his R cfid ence;  and any  
“  one offuch Benefices being e n d o w ’d with fuch Portion 
“  o f  Glebe Land, as the A ic h b ifh o p ,  or Bifhop o f  the 
“  D iocefe  fhall judge fit and convenient tor B uild ing  
“  thereon ; fiiall v.ithm a T i m e  certain, to be limited 
“  and appointed by ti e A rc l ib ifh o p ,  or B ifhop o f  the 
“  Dioc-efe, build and  improve on fuch G le b e  L a n d ,  in 
“  fuch a manner, w ith  fuch Content, under iuch R u les  
“  and Limitations, and w ith  fuch Benefits and A d v a n -  
“  tages, and be entitled to fuch Proportion o f  the 
“  M o n e y  laid out in B uild ing  and Improving on fuch 
“  Glebe L an d ,  as b y  the faid R ecited  A d  is mentioned 
“  and exprefs’ d.

B y  all w h ich ,  as it is urged b y  the N o b l e  L o r d ,  the 
R ea d er  m ay perceive at  firft S ig h t ,  that the M a in  E nd 
o f  this Clauîe, w h ic h  makes up the bulk of: the B i l l ,  
w as to promote the Refidence of  the C lergy  therein de- 
fcribed, withont which it were impofl'ible for them to 
anfwer the G re a t  Ends, for w h ic h  they  were made
C lerg y m en ------ A n d  therefore in this  G en sra l  V i e w ,
it muit be allowed that the Bill w a s  g o o d .-  ——  W h y  
then w as it Rejefted î  W h y  ? T r u l y ,  becaufe amongft- 
many other Objections o f  lefs M om ent and Confedera
tion, that w h ich  w as  Painted in the moil Form idable 
Colours, was the P ow er this Bill would give the 
Biihops, to T y ra n n ize  over their C le r g y ,  and Reduce 
them to a State o f  Slavery, b y  Cruel and A rb itra ry  Se- 
queflrations; com m itted, too often, to  the M a n a g e 
ment o f  Unjuft and G rip in g  E x . i6 o r s  ; w h o m ight 
perhaps fet their L iv in g s ,  at  lefs than half  V a lu e ,  and 
out ot the Remainder, not a l lo w  the Incumbent a necef- 
fary Provifion, to  fupport him, in the uifcharge o f  his
D u t y  ; w h ich  would bo a  moil fevere, and intolerable 
OppreffioB.v

®ut I  íh a ir W a v c  allthefc T e m p o ra l  V i e w s  auu C o n -
fitkrations, as matters w h ich  may pcrh ps be too much
dreaded and apprehended b y  the Inferior C lergy ,  from
A n g ry  Biihops; andchu(e rather C h ar itab ly  to conclude 
w ith
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6 The Reconciler
° f  m y  Lord s  the B ifh op s  to Conceive, or  D ev ifc  fuch ri
gorous and unnatural T r e a tm e n t  towards their Brethren, 
w h ich  muit in the End, render them juitly odious both 
to C lergy  and L a ity ,  and g iv e  too great umbrage ot Suf- 
pition, that, io far from Confulting the T r u e  întereil o f  
the C h u rch , as the C h i e f  Paitors and Governors ; they 
meant rather w ith  a molt A r b itr a r y ,  and Tyrannica l 
S w a y ,  to Domineer, and L o rd  it over G ^ ds Heritage, 
and V e x  and G r in d  their Fellaw-Helpers in the M im l-  
t r y ,  to fuch a Degree o f  Servitude, and Vaflalage, that 
they ihould neither dare to  lift up their T o n g u e s ,  or 
d r a w  their Pens againltthem , even in the lowelt W h i i -  
pers, or Complaints.

In one Pofition, p. 5. I  moft heartily  Concur w ith  
thf N o b le  L o r d ,  and believe that by Effecting that finglç 
P oint ,  the W h ole  C ontroverfy  may be eaiily and ami
cably  determined,™*.. T H E  U N I V E R S A L  R E S I 
D E N C E  O F  T H E  C L E R G Y ,  w ith ou t  w h ic h ,  I 
freely grant it impofible for them, to an) w t r  the great 
Ends, for w h ich  they were made Clergymen.

Let it be therefore admitted, t h i t  the Refidence ot 
the C lergy  upon their feveral Cures, is a facred and In- 
difpenfible D u t y  ; T h a t  the Benefice is granted for the 
fake o f  the O ffice ;  T h a t e v e r y  M a n  hasit  in his Choice, 
whether he will  accept o f  that Benefice, or no, to winch 
luch Service and Attendance arc annexed.—  A nd  i f  lie 
means not Religioufly and Confcientioufly to  difchargc 
fiis D u ty  in that Sation, he ought not to accept it. —  A s  
he that w i l l  not W o r k ,  if G o d  has given him pow er and 
ability  fo to do, neither fhould he Eat, —  becaufe he 
Eats  not his own Bread, but the Bread o f  others, who 
would be glad to earn it,  b y  their honeil L a b o u r ,  and 
Induftry ■—  T h ere fo re  the Bifhops muft be allowed fo 
far in the R ig h t ,  to  recommend this to all their C lerg y ,  in 
the moil tender and affe&ionate manner, w i t h  a Paftoral, 
and Paternal C a r e —  A n d  if  that will not avail ; to E n 
force it  by  all Le«al M ethods for Confcience iake ; 
in difcharge o f  the G r e a t  T r u ft  repofed in them ; as a 
Part o f  their D u t y ,  for the Inftru&ion and Confutati



on of  the F lock o fC h rift  ; o f  which they are, b y  D iv in e  
Providence, appointed the c h ie f  Faitors and O V E R 
S E E  R.S.

But fomc of the Inferior C le r g y  perhaps may f i iy j  
D o c s  not this D u ty  o f  Refidence equally oblige the 
Biibops, w ith  their Clergy  ? W ith o u t  doubt it docs.—  
A n d  I believe it w ill  be extremely difficult, it not Im- 
pofliolc for any one to aiiign a R e a fo n ,  w h y  the one 
ihouid be exempted more than the oth er ,  unlefs at fuch 
times as they are called up b y  the K in g s  W r i t  to the 
Houfe or Lords in Parliament. A n d  were a C o n v o 
cation to fit, fuch M em bers o f  the Inferior C le rg y ,  as 
were R e tu rn ’d to fervc in the L o w e r  H oufe ,  w ould  be 
entitled to the fame Privilcdge, and Difpenfation.

W h y  then, fay the C le rg y ,  fince E x am p le  muft be 
allowed to have greater influence than Prccept ; let our 
Biihops pra&ice in their owt> Perfons, w h a t  they fo 
punctually Expect from us; and i f  w e fail in our D u t y ,  
(they at the fame time as conilantly, and pan&ually  per
forming theirs: )  m ay w e b c c a f t  off as U ndutiful,  and 
Difobedient Children, u nw orth y  of their Lordftlips Pa
tronage and Protection L e t  their L o r d fh ip s  alone be 
Çuildefs, and may the Blame lie on us for ever.

T h e y  further infift ; and defire it m ay be p at  to the 
Confciencts o f  my L o rd s  the Bifhops : W hether they 
devifed this Com pulfory L a w ,  in order to  deprefs and 
enilave t h e m :  O r ,  out o f  Coni'cicnce towards G o d ,  in 
order to oblige them to the neceflary D ifc h a r g e o t  their 
D u t y ?  T h e y  charirabiy H o p e , and believe, they w ill  
difclaitn the former Imputation, and anfwer, T h a t  th ey  
meant the Latter  only.

I f i o  then, m y Lords, fay the C le r g y ,  w h a t  need o f  
any farther L a w s  to amaze, and terrific us ? fince. w e  
have already S w o rn  Canonical  obedience to your L o r d -
ihips in all things L a w fu l  and Honeft.-------M i g h t  not
a n y o f y b u r  Lordfhips more cafily  have Reconciled us 
t o  a fenfc o f  our D u ty ,  by  Addreffing us a t  your V i f i -  
tations after the following Manner.

“  Brethren, I t  has pleas’d A lm ig h ty  G o d ,  in h is
D ivine  Providence, t g  appoint m ç  to Ffcfide over you.

“  A n d .

The Reconciler. 7



8 The Reconciler
“  A n d  I  finccrdy mean to poftpone all fcciilar Intercils, 
“  and worldly Confederations ; and conftantly R d id e ,  
“  and Live amongil you ; in order to uiicharge the Duty 
“  o f  that Station, to w hich G o d  has called ine. A n d ro

Infpeft, and Provide that you  hkewile may w ith  the 
‘ ‘  lame Zeal, and Diligence perform yours.

«  I  hope, none o f  you  will delcrt, oroppofe me, in
“  {'o Lawt'ul and Commendable an undertaking; butra-
“  ther Contribute to Affift and Support me, w ith  your 
“  joynt Labours, A d v ic e ,  and Prayers, to promote the 
“  G lo r y  of  G o d ,  and the Edification o f  his Church,

“  ana People.
T h e  Clergyman, w h o ,  upon fuch an Exhortation as

th is ,(w ou ld  not moil heartily concur w ith  his Bifhop ;) 
would, in the Sence and Opinion not only of  the L aity ,  
but o f  his Brethren too, defervedJy incur the Cen- 
fure ot being unworthy of the G o w n  he wears, or the 
C h a ra â e r  he bears. F or  w hat more Powerful Incentive 
can be thought ot to vertuous and commendable A ct io n s ,  
than a Noble and- Generous Emulation ? A n d  w h o  
could w ithout the utmoft Confuiion and Reproach, re- 
fufc to follow, where his General and Commander leads ?

T h is  Argument made iuch Impreflion on the N o ble  
Lord, that b y  w ay  o f  A p o lo g y ,  he tells us, p. 30. « T h a t  
“  o f  the twenty t w o  Bifijops o f  Irelund, Seventeen are 
«  provided w ith  See-Houfes; of the five remaining, one 
«* w il l  be a lw ays unneceflary, by (reafon) of the B iihops 
«  Reiidence in Dublin, as D ean  ot  Chrift-Church. T h e  
“  r e f t  a r c  preparing, a n d  providing tor Refidence, asfaft 
«  as they can: T h e r e  was therefore no occafion for that 
*' Infinuation, to  miilead People into a belief, that thé 
tt Bifhops havethemfelves failed 01} that Article  : So fat 
«  i * m  that ; H e  w iihes  that the Clergy had built Glebe- 
«  Houfes, in the fame proportion: F or  if that were
ct t he C afe ,  he is perfwaded, the Bill  in  queftion, had
** never been thought on.

T o  w h ich  the C lergy  reply, by  w if lu n g  they were 
as well inabled b y  good Incomes and Fines, to build 
G lebe-H oufes ,  as their Bifliopsj And it would be the 
Plcafurc and G lo ry  o f  their Lives to do it. But for want



of M oney, or want ot Glebe, they arc forced to make the 
bell ihut ihey can; ana where they have not Houfcs 
and Land ot the'ir ow n , to R e n t  them from others. 
V e r y  oken at fo extraordinary a Price, chat it becomes 
a burden they are fcarce able to beat ; yet ft ill, in Imi
tation o f  io good an Example, as R t l id in g  Bifhops j 
they w ill  Conform at any hazard, any Expence.

A n d  for this, there w a n t  no more L a w s  ;o Compel 
them > fince my Lords the Bi/hops very well know that, 
at their Inltitucion, they took a Solemn O atii  c o f t c f S e  
111 lome one L iv in g  o f  their U n ion .  A n d  f  any aie .not 
thus obliged, it  mult be the rauk o f  their Bdhops, that 
they did no: T e n d e r  them the O a th  ót R e l i a n c e *  as 
they were bound to do. \Viih w h ich  the Biihops alpoe 
can difpence, according to a Çlaufe, in che O a t h  11 felf, 
to that purpofe. A n d  i f  they refule to D iipenie;  is ic 
poffible to Conceive that any o f  the Clergy ihould deny 
to com ply, without iomc extraordinary occafion o f .S ick-  
neis, or unavoidable bufinels; in wiiica Caies they doubt 
not, but_ the Biihops, out, ot their Paternal L e n ity ,  w i l l
always indulge them ?

O r  can there be a more infamous Brand fix ’d upon 
any Clergyman, than to fwear Refidence, when he leceives 
Inftitution to a L iv ing  ; and yet after he is Inducted, 
to reluie to Refide ? W h o  would afterwards take that 
M a n ’s word in any thing,, w h o is Capable  o f f u c h a  

.N otoriou s Breach, and V io lation  o f  his O a t h ?
A t  this the N o b le  L o r d  feems to H in t  very juit ly,  

p. 10. ançl makes a further C^nceilioa, fufficient to 
op the M ouths o f  all G^infayers, viz*  «  T h a t  for his 

"  ^ ^ ^  ^ ^ ^ « « . b e  iiiadet'ffeaual, he.il^U not
. “  Cenfure it, though it b t  not in every Point C a n o 

nical. ^ fou ld  to Got), that ,aU the Btfli^ps may be
o the Jame Opinion ; am) j h a t  the Inferior C lergy  m ay 

Regard ro their D u ty ^ as  to L a b o u r  nrit steer 
Ca^om^aV.Read^ce, in w h ^ t fr .c m :  Place, 'the Biíliop 

. 11 judge to-be o f  great,ell Importance ; and i f th à tc a n -
not be obtained, to make.it as effectual as they poîTibly 
can, m lome adjacent P.Uce with the Bifhops Confine 
and Approbation.

B  A n á
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And thus having done all imaginable juilice to the 
Arguments contain’d in the Letter from the N oble L o r d ,
I  p r o c e e d  t o  enquire into the objaótions mention’d in the 
S e c o n d  Paper, refer’d to in the T i t l e  Page ; viz. Confide- 
rations upon two Bills, &c. in w hich I find bur one, not 
mention’d before, w ith  relation to the Bill of Rcfidence: 
W h ic h ,  i f  it be true, is a fufficient Reafon, w h y  the 
C l e r e y ^ o u l d  appear agamit, ana the Commons rejeft 
the Bill, vix. p. 13. “  T « a t  i f  there be a tingle fpot in 
«  t he G leb e ,  more Barren, more M a rfh y ,  more expoied 
«  to Winds, more diftamfrom the Church, or Skeleton 
“  o f  a Church, or from any Conveniency o f  Building :

T h e  R e â o r ,  or  V ic a r  may be obliged by theCaprice, 
«  ot Pique o f  the Biihop, to build under pain of Seque- 
♦* ftration, upon whatever Point his Lordihip ih a l lC o m -

' T h i s , I  cannot help thinking, a moil Exorbitant Power 
'for the Bifhops to defire ; but much more monftrous 
and 'unreafonable to E x ecu te ;  were it in thdit P o w e r :  
W h ic h  oueht to be employ’d chiefly, for the honour 
and G lo rv  of G o d ,  and the Comfort, and Convenience 
o f  thfc Refident- Clergyman. A n d  therefore, not any 
Spot, however Bleak, M arlh y ,  or Rem ote from the 
Church, where Divine-Service was to be Celebrated, 
ought to 'be prefcribed by the Bifliop ; but rather which 
b y  its -contiguity;, or nearnefs to the Church, would Place 
the Minrfter to thegfeateft  A dvantage ,for  thcD ifcharge

A n d J  cannot but own ray Surprize, that t h e  N o ble  
Lord ,  w h o  acknowledges he has (een this Pamphlet, and 
wrote La Poftfcript on purpofe, to take N otice  o f  three 
croft  W iflakes in it ,  fhould om itt t o  take  Notice of 
this ^vhich it was more to his purpofe to have diiclaim- 
ed and refuted, than all the other. Becaufe every M a n ,  
a t f ir f t  V ie w ,  may eafily perceive, that the Dread and 
Apprehenfioa o f fuch an Arbitrary P ow er as this, to be 
lodged in the Hands o f  an Exafperated or A n g ry  
Biihop ; would be ap ttn  ™ a k c  de^erlmprcffions o f B i t -  

terneft %nd Refentment, o n  the Miftds both oi C lerg y  
and L a ity  ; than any other gufpicion Whatfoevcr.

| o  The Reconciler.



T h e  N o ble  Lord perhaps mean: to obviate this A c -  
cufation, p. io .  where he tells us, that “  Cruelty h a s  
“  not been the Faul t ot the Bilbops towards cheir C lergy  ; 
‘ c i f  they have Erred, iï has been on the fide o f  L e n i t y ,  
“  and Indulgence : A n d  if any thing can bring them to
“  Repentance, it  mull be the ungrateful Behaviour of  
"  many o f  the Clergy, in going  about to insinuate, that  

their B iih o ps  are ereéting thcmfelves into T y r a n t s ;  
and in hireing other Peoples T o n g u e s ,  to  fay thofe 

“  T h i n g s ,  which they did not think it Prudent to fay
“  thcmfelves.

T o  which, I  think, nothing more can be added, than 
w h a t  the fame N o b le  L o rd  fays, p. p. “  G o d  only, 
“  who fees the Heart, can certainly know  w h at  was the 
“  true Intention of any Biihop, either in O p p ofin g ,  or 

Promoting this Bill ;  whether any one, by oppofing the 
“  P o w er  of Biihops, aimed at a greater Degree of Power, 
“  and Popularity, by  fctting himfelf up, as the Protector 
«« of the C le r g y ;  or whether any other, by Promoting 
“  the Bfll dcfign’d to O p p refs  and Enflave them.

T h e  former Part of  this A p o lo g y ,  I am iorry to fay  
it, carries too great an A i r  of  Infulting, and M en a cin g  
the Inferior Clergy ; the Latter  is fo folemn an Appeal,  
to  fo H ig h  a Tribunal ; as, I  am fure, ought not to be 
called in Queftion, againit him that makes it.

A n d  fo much ihall fuffice ro h avefa id ,  concerning the 
Bill of Refidencc ; I  come n o w  to Confidgr the Bill  o f  
D ivifion, w hich fuffercd the fame Fate, as the Former.

“  T h is  Bill, (as we arc told b y  the N o b le  L o rd  p. 1 7 )  
“  Recites, that there are in this K in g d o m , leveral Pari-  
“  fh e s o f  very L arge  E xten t  and o f  G reat  yearly In- 
** come ; w hich, i f  divided, w ould  make a Comfortable 
“  Support,  and M aintenance ipr T w o ,  or more Incum- 
“  bents”  And then Enatts, “  T h a t  when the C h u rch  is 
<c V a c a n t ,o r  i f  the Incumbent o f  any fuch P ariih ,  fhall 

-Refiife to g ive-  his Confenr, to  fuch D ivifion, that it 
*• ihall be l a w i a l ^ & v a n d  for t h e  C h ie f  Governor, and 
■** iGeverniors b£ this K in g d o m , for the time being5w ith  
s< the A ifc n ro f  the major Parc of the P ivy  Council,  in 
** Council  AiTembled ; (. S ix  at leail Confencing ) where

The Reconciler. 11



12 The Reconcilcr
it fhall be made appear to them, T h a t  in the Divifion 

<l o f  luch U rg e  Pariíh prcpofed to tnem, for thtir A p -  
<£ probation, the Church ot the O ld  P a : i ih ,  will,  after 
“  iuch diViiLn made, continue worth i t  lcait, Ommuni - 
*• i » u  u . i i i i s ,  500 /• p e r  A n n .  w ith  the A p p ro b a tin g  and 
“  Conlent o tu ie  A rch b ilh o p o i  rhe Province,the Bifhop 
“  ot the Dioceie, anu he Patron, or Patrons ot fuch Pa- 
“  riih, to maKe and eftaoiiûi fuch Divifion o f  iuch old 
tl Panlh, in luch manner, and under the fame Savings 
«* ana Proviioes, as they m;ght have dune, by Vertue of 
“  two tormer A c i j ,  viz. ( id ,  and 1 0 th. G e o .  1 f t . )  
«  In cafe the Incuiïibcnc had given his Confent thereto, 
cc or the faid Church had not been V a c a n t ,  with a (air- 
“  ing Claufe for the prefenc Incumbent o f  luch old Pa- 
“  riih, during his Incumbency, fo that he cannot pof- 
<c iibljr lufferany Diminution o f  his Income by it.

T o  which the Confiderations in behalf o f  the Inferior 
Clergy obje&,/>. 14. T h a t  fuppofing j o g  I per Ann left 
to the M other Church, yet the Biihops, by another A 6t  
pais’d ioire  Years ago ; can d vide that like wife, and 
crumble it as L o w , their W ill  and Pieafure ihall dif- 
pofe them. Therefore it might be dangerous to fubmit 
to  fuch an Innovation*

A n d  that the Cafe is really iuch, the Noble Lord ad
mires, p. 12. with this only difterence, thac the Conleat 
o f  the Incumbent was required by tw o former A d s ,  
which was fet afide in this BUI. . ’ f \

A nd  yet again p. 24, the fame Author tells us, w hich is 
very difficult, to be reconciled ; that “  thi? Bill impower- 
u  ed no ÍUch Subdiviiion of the Income o f  300 /. a Year, 
cc left to the Mother. Church, into Six Pariihe*; w ith  
“  the Noble Income o f  50 L per* Ann. to each. : Becaufe*, 

by the former A â 1it could not. be made without the 
“  confent of the Incumbent ; , -who being, (  as it has been 
u  maintain'd,, ) a Truflee for his.[Suceifor, could .nevef 
•c be fo unfaithful to hiscTruft,jisr*osgrire his Gonfeiit 

roan Aiiionfo; Extraraeaiit,,aiid unreasonable.'^ r‘
»! T o  which the Inferior Clergy R e p ly ,  that they do not 
JO)' •w h o w  prêfent or future Incumbents, may be In
fluenced by their Patrons, or a Prçm-iie o f  better Prefer-



mcnts; and therefore are loth to leave the matter to fuch 
a doubtful and uncertain Iflue.

T h e  next O bjection urged in the Confiderations, p. 17. 
is, “  T h a r  the Landlords and Farmers, by  this Scheme, 
“  will certainly be Loiers, becaufe i f  the large Northren 
c< Livings were fplit into a D o z e n  Pariibes, or m ore;

it would be neceffary for the P oor  Clergym an, his 
“  W ife ,  and Children, and Pro&or, to w atch  the Fields 
<c in Harveft time, for (car o f  lofing one fingle Sheaf, 
€C which he could not afford, under Peril ot a D a y s  
<c ilarving. F o r ,  according to the Scotch Proverb, A
“  H U N G R Y  L O U S E  B I T E S  S O R E ,

“  A n d  this might occasion many Vexatious and L it ig i-  
<c ou$ Suits, and put the wretched Paftor at perpetual 
cf Variance w ith  his whole Parifli. Whereas the C lerg y ,  
<c w h o  are Eilabliihed in Competent L iv ings,  are noc 
“  under the Neceffity of being fo Sharp, V ig ilant,  and 
“  Exacting. But, on the contrary, think themfelves very 
“  well treated, it they L o fe  only a  finglc third o f  their 
“  les;al Demands.

U p o n  which the N o b le  Lord argues p. 1 0 . b y  defir
ing us to u  look into the Church Preferments in England, 

and w cihall  find that not one Clergym an in a hundred, 
“  has a Benefice o f  300 /. per Ann. and yet they are not 
<c lefs Confiderable for Learning, than their Neighbours.

T o  w h ic h  the Confiderations R e p ly ,  by  afcribing this 
to  “  a mifiake o f  thofe D ivines,  w h o arc fcnt over hither 
“  from England to  G o vern  this Church ; and have not 
u  ieemed fufficiently to confider the Difference b e tw ee n  
c< both K in gd om s, w ith  re fp eâ  to the Inferior C le rg y .  
cc T h e  Poverty of many o f  whom has been.the continual 

Com plaint o f  all M en , w ho w iih  well to  the Church. 
*c A n d - y e ta n  Englifi Vicar, o f  40 /. per Aunt: lives more 

•4< comfortably, than one of  double the value in 1 Ireland.
H*s /Farmers, generally fpeaking, being able, and 

*c willing to pay him his full D u e s ;  and i f  he gets the 
n ° VC k*s ^ C0plc, to  make him many little ufeful 

f; P arents  befides: . T h e  Reverie o f  all w hich  is Prac- 
"  tifed m Ireland. .

Upon
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Upon which the N oble  Lord exclaims againft u the 
€< Inconfiftency of  Gentlemen wich themfelves; who, to 
ic day are alarmed at the G ro w th  ot Popery, by  reafon 
u  ofthelncreafe o f  Popifh Priefts,and the want o f  more 
€c Proteiiant Clergymen, to oppofe, and check their A t -  
cc tempts. T o -m o r r o w ,  when an Expedient is offer'd, 
€i for encreafing the Num ber o f  fuch Clergymen, and at 
cc the fame time for providing a Support for them,

w ith ou t  laying any new Burthen on the L a ity  > they 
tc raifc a Great C r y  againft it, and run it d o w n  before

they have half  confider’d it.
It  would perhaps appear invidious to animadvert, 

that by  this Schcme, the Proteiiant and Popifh Intereft 
o f  this K in gd om , would have been brought to fo near a 
Ballance, that it were eafy to forfee, which was in the 
End moft likely to prevail; when by another Bill, provi
dentially rejected in the l i f t  Seffion o f  Parliament, thç 
fame Auguft Honfe, in order to come at the Regulars 
more effectually, w a s  pleafed to tolerate an O ffic iating 
Romijb Priefl in every Pari fh> and to oppofe and check 
his Attemps, leave only one poor Clergyman o f  the 
Eftablilhed C h u r c h ,  o f  Forty or Fifty Pounds per Ann. 
O r ,  i f  any U n ion  o f  fmall Vicarages was neceflary to 
make up that Sum, perhaps not io much.

I am unw illing to purfue this Argument, as far as it 
w il l  bear; .neither perhaps were it prudent to enter into 
the Comparifon. I ihall rather chufc to leave it to the 
Coniideration o f  every impartial M a n , w hich  were likely 
to apppèar in the moft decent G a r b ,  and flrut with the 
greater A ir ,  and Figure * . the RomiJhPrieftt, whole Dues 
would be moft punctually paid ; and w h o b y  their r r o -  
feffion, arc obliged uo lead fingle L iv e s ;  or the 
tant Incumbents* w hosnight perhaps be M a m e d  M e n ,  
w ith  a  Numerous C h arge  o f  Children tnd  from whom 
their • Popifli  .Pafiihoners would, without the leaft 
Scruple o f  Confcieoce; fubftra&as.much as they 
could, in favour o f  their ow n Clergy ; to turn the B a 
lance on .that fide, by  depxcffing the O n e ,  in order to 
Exalt and A ggrandize  the Other. .. * '~
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Befides, ihould the Proteftant Incumbent labour to prc- 
fcrvc his Flock from being perverted, and feduced,-might 
not the Romifi Pneft plaufibly R e p ly ,  w h at ,  Sir, do you 
pretend to be W ïfe r  than your Biihops ? H ave not 
they indulged and tolerated me, to celebrate Divine 
Offices, and inítruát the Catbolickt o f  this P a r i t t ?  D o
you think, Sir, i f  there were any E vil  cither in Faith, or
P r a â ic e  that they would have tolerated i t ?  T h e  P m - 
teftant Clergyman would make a fine H an d  o f  it ,  w h o 
it he purfucd the A rgum ent further, rouft be forced to
g ive  up his own B iih o ps------ or let up h im fe lfa s  a M ari
ot greater Learning and Piety, than th e y .------

But the Noble L o rd ,  p. 27. is iure, ”  T h e  Bulk o f  the 
U c r g y  are W ife  enough to fee their o w n  Iutereft.; and 
hopes not many of them were in the Com bination to  

“  oppofe the Bill. F o r  it would be monftrous for Men 
“  flenderly provided tor in the Church, and efpecially 
“  for Men not provided for at all, except w ith  precar/-
« ousCurac.es,  to be againft a L a w ,  for D iv id in g  the 

Over-gr<rwn Livings, w hich wèuitl  g ive  them more
Opportunities, and Chances o f  ; better Preferment

l  A *  '  prduraes> che Curatesiare all  on that fide o f  
the Qucftion.

B ut whoever will give h im fctftbe  trouble ofenqnirin» 
into the Sence o f  that Laborious Part  o f  the M niiftrv  
w i l l  find,- that they would rather cltfifs to live upon an 
A llow ance o f  Fvrty JBouhdsptr. ^ « / .P u n â u a i ly  paid b v  
the Incumbent; than be fct upon their  own L e es  w ith  

*h e  N.itne o f  a fmall R c d o r y ,  or V k a r 'â g e  of- j ó  /. per

Farmer?3, °i f  ̂ EV)? f :rCtidh of d?c Wieldets, and

t h r  tH ProfPc^  o f  3 * * * & * , * n d •« we 
eoihfxxrtable Trovifion, afld Settlement for L i f e ;  is all
they have to luffam their finkiftg ’ Spirits, duti. ig  th e  
L o *  Eftate, rheyiforni^ny YeaW líve undír. i

í ° rProFfí0f(tfeÍ6’;í<ÍOllId w iih  iHic the Seitfe of 
all  t k  Curatesiiii che iK in gdom , taken b y  -Ballot-
^ g ,  fo that the-w N am *s itiighc b e  >W«j*£l?d from cheir

S ? r  l ^ u l d  rather continue in
.mi f* 1 than ündttgb the Trouble «md

Tht Reconciler*
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Expence of  Titles  and Proxies, tor the Nominal Graiv  
deur of a Bcneftce, in Value perhaps about 7 en Pounds a 
Year more: With the torment and vexation ot gather
ing and {craping i t  together, in fuch tmall. Parcels, as 
would infenfibly flip through their Fingers, and A n iw er
no necellary Purpole ot Life.

But, it it be true,, w hat the N oble Lord fays, p  1 9<
“  T h a t  in thofe long Parilhes, the People w h o  live 
“  towards the extreme Parts, cannot, elpeciaUy for one 
“  half  o f  the Year, repair to Divine Service ; and tnac 
«  the ProteftantSfío ifit.wued, do not in Fa6t fee their 
«  own Churchp.ior.:many Years, and are rarely vifired 
“  b y  iheir Parifti M inifler,  which is matter ot tie- 
«  quent, and maUiicholly Complaint.

M i e h t  it n o t Jbe,in ÍMjcb Cafes, more expedient, and 
advifeable, to build Chappels o f  Eaie at convenient D ji-  
tances; fo that every Pariihioner might by tw o  Miles 
riding at furtheft, be.able to repair to fome Place ot D i 
vine Service j  and obJige..the Incumbents, to Provide, by  
a f u á d e n t  Curate*; that it  ihould be conftantly, and 

secularly Celebrated chan to  Erecâ fuch a part ot the 
Parifh into a fepara.te Benefice, to be guided and gover
ned at the Difcretion o f  a Poor Incumbent, perhâps.oi
fmaH -Learnings and:in fuch low  and a b je d  CirCum- 
ftance% as could ;ilût poffibly influence his Hearers, to
a n y  thing but Pity;and Compaffion; : .

Two Heads, i t  lis ,commonly fold, art better than ontj 
A n d  therefore t*c  ■£»»«* may be prçfunried to Conduót 
himfelf more y m \ y i  and.circumfpcdly, by  the Advice 
and IuftruâioniQfbis Incumbent,.;who. may reafonably 
be, fuppofed a M a n  o f  more Years, and better Learning

“ t a r own Patt* i f ^ ch a Sqbeme as this (ho^dttafe: 
.-.place, I  m ould th u ikan y C O M M O N  G A G E R  w j e  
f o  be envied, tharti tuch .Clergymen. Becaufe, b f t '  
their Sallary, P e n a l l y  paid , they might, by C ^ ç e a l-  
m M ii,  and Fitffeitui’c v r e c c iv e  m anyE m olu m < p.y , to 
w hich the Clergy souljd- b y  no means fee I m it k d .1 • ^  ;

, . T h e  next-Q^p^iwr m adcitttb^Çonfiderationsy,^,^-,

is, ’( That ib? .Gentry of this Kingdom w ontf>fte

j 5 The Reconcileri



“  b y  it ; moil of them having litde expectation o f  provi- 
“  ding tor their younger Ciiiidrcn,o herwiie t lu n  by the 
“  Church ; in whicli  there migiit be lot. c nope&ot get~ 
M( ting a tolerable M aintenance. Becaulc, anct the 
“  Patrons ih  >uld have fcttlea th tir  Sons, N e p h e w s,  
“  N k c e s ,  Dependants and F o l l o w s  m vu cd  over from 
“  the odier iide, there would itiil remain an overplus o f  
“  fmaller Church-prefermtnts, to be given 10 luch 
“  C k r g y  or tne N a t io n ,  as ihall h^ve choir Quantum  o f  

whatfoever Merit may be then in FaüHoti ; Due oy 
theie Bills, they will be all txchkled.
T o  w hich  the N oble  Lord Replies p. io . z i .  t>> flip— 

poling, “  T h a t  though the G en try  ihuuio not oree i  
“  up their Sons r'or the C h ^ c h ,  >er Religion w ould  not 
tc lufter by  this means ; For, lays he, A re  the jions o f  
u  meaner Families found to have lefs Learning, or Piety^ 
“ • or Induftry in their Functions ? Is not thfcir P overty  
“  rather an Incentive to them, to Excel in their  Pro- 
“  feffion; as being the only means in their P o w e r ,  to 
«  R ile  to the beft-Prcferments in the Church ? For a 
“  y out Ii Bred1 up in H ig h  L ife ,  and entreu early into the 
“  Polite part ot the W orld, cannot lo cafily R elifh  the 
ic Converiation o f  R u d e;  and unbred Peaiants, noc 
“  Buckle to the mean Offices, that are Incumbent on the 
“  M in i f t e r o f  a C o u n t i y  Pari(h, as one obfcurely Born.

But,  w ith  all Submiffion to that N o b le  L o r d ,  does 
not this w a y  of Reafonitlg tend to  dilobiige tlie G e n try  
o i Ireland, in the mod tender, and fenfible manner ? A*$ 
if  their yôuhgèrChildren were only made life of  asTooJs, 
to  Receive the Profits, and Emoluments ot the Church ; 
but unqualified, by their having been bred up in high 
L ife  and entringearly into the Polite part o f  the W o r ld ,
io Reliffi  the Converfation- o f  fuch R u d e  and unbred 
Peafarrts, ras may be their Pariihionersf and depending 
more upon their Friendsand Interest, than their Learning, 
and Real MSfit.

N o w ,  according to my w a y  o f  thinking, Gentlemen* 
entringiirto HcHv O rd ers ,  is f a  far from being a D ifa d -  
v în caq cto  the Church , that it is rather its greateft De* 
tciKe, and Orfiamen;. For if  they were nor equally
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Qualified \Vich others, to beaam  tted into Holy O  dir?, 
w h y  uid the Bilhops Ordain u u m  ? I f  they w eic ,  w a y  
ihould not they be equally nititled to Preferments ?

T h e ir  being bred u p i n H i g h  Life, and yet bubmi;- 
ting to the loweil Offices .of the Miniitry ; evidently 
lhews their Humility, by Renouncing the W o ila ,  anU 
all its Grandeur, tor the Service of JefusChiift. Which* 
though to the unthinking part o f  M ankind, it may ap
pear Folly ; is perhaps their g eared G lo ry ,  a'.d tne 
H ighcft  Honour they afpire after. T h e ir  Acquaintance 
w ith  the Polite part.ot the W orld, may Contribute co 
Influence i-uçh fine Gentlemen and Ladies, to Pay a 
greater Regard to Religion, ana us M.niiters. T h e i r  
N u n  erous Friends, and Interelt may be of excellait nie 
to fupport, and prcferve the R ig l . t s o f  the Church, fiom 
fuch as would otnerwiie Invade and Detain them N o r  
is there any truer Sign o f  a genteel Spirit, and a libe;al 
Education, than to be able>o Converic ealily and fami i- 
arly, evtn vyith the very meaneft PerLns ^ancl ciieartuily 
fubmit to the Ioweft Offices which are annexed to Duty* 

I nr.uft coofcis, as the World now goes, G e n t lu n e a  
have fmali Encouragement to Breed up tljcir Sons to the 
•Miniftry: But f  the Genius o f  a X uth fhou’.d incline
that w a y ,  ra her than any other.; or, it he ihculd think 
himfelf inwardly called o f  G o d  ; Is k  lawful for him to 
Dif«,bey O i   ̂ c?n it be lawful for hfs.Frie.nds toinde- 
avour ro divert him to any other Profeffiqn, cojnvary to 
fuch a Divine Impulle and M o ti°n * <ii , ■

1 happened once to be in Company with a* Reverend 
Clergyman, and a Lay-Impropriator. 'r]Thc CIerg\man 
zealoufly Harangued againft the Sacrilegj us detention 
o f  T ith e s ,  from the Perion who Officiated;. T h e  Im 
propriator ca-lmlv Replied, Good Dodtoç, D o  not puih 
this M atter too f i r  ,• for I can allure you, if-man y L a y 
men were not concerned in Tithes as well as you, you 
would not enjoy them fo quietly and pcaceahly as now 
you do. T a l k  nor therefore (» much of Sacr/ege ; but 
i f  you think'it ot publick U ie ,  tor the ■Service, or  G od, 
that the T i t h e s  ihould be reftorfd to  the Church, let 
the Clergy try to prevail upon' the Parliament, to raiie



a Fund to Purchafc them ; and you w ill  find the I m 
propriators as w illing to Sell, as they to Buy.

i o  apply t h i s ;  T h o u g h  I hoM every Clergym an 
who has a T e fl im ’omal of his Learning and good Beha-

» v. ^  g

v our in the U uivcrfity ;  h o w c  tr meanly b o m , to be a 
Gentleman, by his Edt c r i o n  and Proffefli n. \ e t  it all 
( rh as i.re really burn Gentlemen, be D  ic.iraged, or  
Excluded, the Church, I ftar, would fcon fall into low er 
Cùncempr, ’ han it is at prclcut, and G o d  k n o w ,  rhac 
is 1 »w enough.

Another Exception mentioned b y  the N o b le  Lord  to 
the D  vilion B.ll, p 27 is, ”  T n a t  a C lergym an m ay 
“  ».cpe to r (e to rhe uig er Stations o f  the Church , b y  
“  tl.t Ad vantage of a rich Benefice, and this Bill world. 
“  iia<e taken a w a y  that Prcfpcft  ; bu t  as this E x cep t  
“  tion w«ts only privately hinted, and no* publickly 
«  offered, it carried along w ith  it  aConfeffion  o f  its 
«  ow n We. kr.efs, F or  no M an , w h o  pleaded that the 
“  Bill would Difcpurage Learning, couJd urge it w i t h -  
“  cut a mani ell Inconfifience; becaufe, if a M a n  o f  
“  1000 Pounds per. An. w i th  moderate A cco m p lifh -  
« m éhtî,  is to ftand faiier for a  Biihoprick, than a 
“  M a n  of 100 Pounds per. An. w h o  has more Learning 
«  and Merits: A i l  M en muft allow , that this rs a plain 
«  Dilcouragement to Learning.

W hat Prófpeft any Clergym an m ight have, to rife to  
h igherStationsin  the C h u ic h ,  b y  one rich Benefice, or 
m my accumulated Preferments, is not for me t o c o n -  
j f â u r e .—  But that it is in Faét true, that a M a n  o i 
1000 Pounds per Annum, w ith  mode.ate Accom pliih-  
ments, Hands fairer for a Bifhoprick, than a M a n  o f  
100 Pounds per. Annum, w h o  has more Learning and. 
M erits  : I  refer to the Experience of  the whole N a t io n ,  
w h o ,  1 believe, cannot aflignonc fingJe Infiance o f  any 
M ;;n  promoted to a  B ifhoprickin Inland, w h o  had not 
forrething very confiderable to leave to C o u rt  Chaplains,
and Dependants,-------A s  to thofe worthy D ivines,  w h o
•came over hither from England, their M erit  m ay be 
a o r c  Coniidcrable,
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I prefume the firít Intention of the Church, in Great 

Benefices, and Dignities, was rh-*.t they might be lim
aille Rewards to Men o f  diftingiih’ü Leainitu1, and 
M erit .  I f  it be not faithfully puriued. it is no h u i t  of 
iri 'ie ; being convinced fiom Expérience, that the gene
rality of M;;nkina aie  coo prone to think him to have 
the grea'tft f lu rr  o f  Parrs, w h o has the gratefl: ihare
or Houom s, and Prefcnner s.-------- A nd  i f  every M an ’s
JLearniu" and Merits were to beftri&ly  Canvafed, (and 
the Biihops are not to be allowed the only proper 
Judges ) I believe i t  would be the greateft difficulty 
imaginable, to firike an UnbyalTed and Impartial 
Jury.

I f  che B.fhops than mull be the allowed Judges of the 
Learning and Merits o f  the C lergy ,  and they neither 
think fh to provide for them, nor recommend them t o  
the Government, upon proper Occaiions; there cannot 
be  conceived a greater N e g l e d  of the T ruit repoied in 
them, nor a greater Difcouragement o f  Learning and 
Induftry.

I lhall n o w  beg leave to addrefs m yfelf  to m y  Lords 
the Biihops, the C lergy, and the L a ity ,  upon this O c -  
cafioii.

In the firft Place then, let me moil humbly recom
mend it to che Confideraiion of their Graces and Lord** 
Clips ; whether they think they will be long able to  
i'upporc themielves in the Refpcwt and Eftecm o f  the ge
nerality o f  M ankind, i f  they treat the Inferior C lergy  
w ith fu c h  R ig o u r  and Severity, as may tend to provoke 
and dtprefs them.

T h o u g h  I hold Epifcopacy to be Necrffary not only to the 
W ett-lting. but the very Being-of the Church, yet a Biihop, 
without tl.e L o v e  and Affe&ion of  his C lergy ,  is o f  no 
greater Weight, or Importance, than any other fingle 
M a n  ot the iartu Yearly Income. But i f  his .Clergy concur 
and eo-operate with him, he appears in a  very diftertnt 
L i g h t ;  a Pe.fon o f  moil confiderable Jnrereil and Influ
ence. For he,m uil  be a very defpicab|fi Clergyman, 
w h o  has net iome Friends that will çitty. and affift- hin? 
in ^ifirefs, and fupport him under any Vexation or



N o w  if a B i ih o p ,  in die O p in io n  o f  the W o r ld ,
fhould bear hard upon this poor C lerg ym an , he run* a 
great hazard of difobling and making all thofe his £ -  
nemies, w ho by a different C o n d u fr ,  and Behaviour, 
m ight be made his Friends. — — It  iseafy to tell w h ich  
fide, in Prudence, and w ith  R e g a r d  to  h is  o w n  Intereft, 
he ought to chüfe.

Belides, as far as I  have been able to  penetrate  into  
the Sentiments of the Inferior C le r g y  ; there is not one 
of them, w h o might not be brought to difcharge his 
D u t y ,a n d  Rtfideconftantly,  b y  milder and more gentle 
M ethods, t! a  ' Statute* o f  Comfuljiun; w h ich  i t  grieves 
them to their1 very Souls to  think, that their Spiritual 
Fathers Ihould have thought neceilary to  dcvifc  againft  
them.—  A n d  they further hope, and verily Believe, that 
th ey  have not generally fo offended, that  their B iibops 
ihould raife iuch a C lam our o f  Non-refidence againft  
them ; w h ich ,  they are fenfible, muft appear to  the 
,\Vorld, not only Scandalous, but Sinful too.

T h e y  P r o m iic to m a k c a ftr i i f ta n d  particular Enquiry^ 
w h o they are that have thus grievoufly offended, to pro
voke their L o rd ih ip s  againft the w h o le  B o d y  o f  the 
Inferior C lergy ,  for their lakes j w ith  the feveral Caul'cS 
o f  their N e g l e d  and Contem pt ; w ho arc not by  2 
F aculty  difpenc’d with, or retained as D otneilick  C h a 
plains to fomç Biihop, or Nobleman. A n d ,  i f  they d a  
not immediately com ply  w ith  their Biihops R e a fo -  
nable Injun&ions, declare that no one fhall be more 
ready to give them up to Juftice, than their o w n  Bre
thren.

T o  w hich th e y ,  at the fame time, beg  leave to  a d d ,  
that  nothing could more effedually prevail w i t h  them, 
than the laudable Exam ple o f  their own B iih o ps  ; it  
being, as they humbly conceive, as reafonable for them 
t o  expeft the one, as for their L o rd ih ip s  to  require, 
and exaft  the other.

And befides the equal O bligation , and mutual D u t y ;  
they are nota ih am ed  to ow n, they have a further V i e w  
of Temporal Intereft and A d v a n ta g e ,  b y  their B iih o p *  
conilanj Rcfidcncc among t h e m ,  namely, of being,.
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feme time or other, able to recommed themfeives to 
their Favour, for becter Preferments by a co iftant a ici- 
diligent difcharçe ofcheir Duty;in  tjicir íeveraí Srativ.is. 
O f  wh ch they a*'e rarher dcfirpus, their Loroílnps 
fh o  .Id be Eye-Wiciicflfcs ; than depend upon the uncer
tain Characters, and Representations, ot iome F aw ivn g  
Sycophants, and Paraiires, who leem to nave too m tch  
cngrofled their Bifhopa Ear,  and convey che.r fecvet 
Prejudices by malicious Whimpers, in their Loruihrps 
O o fe tS ;  W hich  it is impoflible ever to O b v ia te ,  í r k e -  
m ove ; unlefs their Lordfhips, in their threat Canaoiir  
and Humanity,thought fit wholly to difcoura(îe auu u.l- 
couptenancc all fuch private W hifpers; or bring cne 
Partv accufeJ, and hi^ Accufers, Face to Face ; which 
m-ght End' in thé Ruine of fome ufcfu!, and g r a v in g  
Favourite ; whofe felfiih V ie w s  arc only to prom >:e nis 
own In rereft 9 and advance fomc neceilary Intelligencers, 
and Dependants.

A n d  that their Lordflnps fincerly propofe to refide, 
as well as th ey;  they hope, they need not doubt, becauic 
the N o b le  Lord, whom they prefume to be a Biihop • 
f .  31. in order Cô obviate an Infinuation, to miflead Peo
ple into a Belief, “  T h a t  the Bifhops have them'Uves 
“  failed on the Artic le  of Building their o w n  Houfcs ; 
<c wiihes to G o d ,  that the C lergy  had built in the fame 
u  Proportion : For, i f  that wete the Cafe, he is per-
<c f  waded, the Bill in Queftion, had never been thought
?  on. 3 j 4 ; :

T h a t  matter, l e a n  affure the N oble  Lord, will be 
like wife inquir’d in to ;  as alio, whether even fomc 06 
thofe Bifliops, w h o have Houles B i iit, do nor, for S ix  
M o n th s  in the Year, chufe to make the Metropolis the 
Seat of their Rcïïdcnce ? W in c h  Praítiifc if  it can be 
juftified b y  any Arguments, which w i l l  not be equally 
Corrdufive in favour o f  the Interior Clergy, the) hu nbly 
defire to be inform’d ? Beraufe, in thcír ^ a y  of  Reaton— 
ing, to  B U I L D  in order to R E S I D E ,  and yet after not 
to  R E S I D E  is much more unpardonable, than N O N 
R E S I D E N C E ,  for want o f  a  Comfortable Pl*ce to R E 
S I D E  in. . “ c:0ri:3 ' 0 ^ 1  ' V\



L et try Lords the .nerefore take Cartf, th*t
they incur not the Cenfureor St.  haul, o f  being Inexci*- 

•iauic in tlicir R . i l i  Judgment ; i f  wherein they Judge
oil u l ,t i it)  Conûemn iKmlelves,becaulcthey that Judge, 
,ou c .<■ u n it  tilings; and Jet them not think, w h o jud^g*
li e;n wn.cn uo lin.li tilings, and do the fame, that tncy  
ih  .ii E  cifie che Judgment o f  G o d  : T h o ’ they may be
.too great, to be cali'u to an A ccou n t before an y  L^ w et 
n  í lbunal. -

And y t t  perhaps that m a y b e  doubtful too ; becaufe 
in  a Pamphlet Ei:tituleds a D  ílwaíive trom Eiuru.g  into 
U o l y  O r a c .s ,  in a Letter to a young Gentlem an ; p. 4 S. 
w e hud t.iis Affair Cenfur’u, and R  diarled after the fol
lowing manner. “  You ihall n o w  i,old as much Pre-
“  ftrnieut aS jou  pleafe,------ A  B I S H O P R I C K ____A
“  M A S  T E R S H I P --------A  Special G O O D  L 1V+
“  I N G i n  C O m M E N D A M ------  w itn  I h j u i a n d s  ia
“  your Poekets - (hill be too little for you.

. “  Should your D  icefe be iomc Hundreds of  M iles  
“  oft the Capital,  there will be no great N eceflky,  that 
“  you lhou d repair to i t —  y^ur A g e n t  ihall rcctive 
«  your M on ey,  and you (hall have it punctually paid io 
,c L O N D O N ;  without the lead trouble, or Fatigue to 
«  j o u r  Ep.fcopal D ig n ity .  T h o u g h  a t  tlte fame time 
tc 1 t.-kerhc trouble ot Tranfcrib ing  a W r i t  full o f  o d d  
«  Contents merely to ih e w  the Nation the difference 
“  between thoie o f  Ancient D ays,  and thofe o f  M o d e m  
“  Tim es. It is Intituled, a YVrit to the Bifliop o f

H E R E F O R D ,  to attend his Flock ; an d  it ne docs 
“  not, to fcizc his Temporalities.

In ihort, my Lord?, the beft and moil E f t f l u a i  w a v .  
to  pre'er. e the R e / p c â ,  and Reverence that is due to 
your.Stations, and Sacred C o m a k e r s  ; is to aim at no 
further Degree o f  Power, w hich  may be juilly F orm id 
able qjtherto the Clergy or L a ity ;  and ihen both C lergy  
w .d  L a ity  will be more eafily inclined to fubmit to S  
the realonable A uth ority ,  and Jurifdidion, w h ic h  by the 
H o ly  Scnptme, che L a w s  ot the Land, and the Canons
P the C h u n  h, your Lordihips are inverted w ith .  F o r  
«  i ê i  General and approved M a x im ,  T h a t  vtr
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A im  at greater Refpetl then is due, find always lefs than they 
dejerve.

O u r  Blefled Lord and Saviour has fet the bcil Exam 
ple o f  T r u e  Grandeur and Humility, at tàefam e T im e  ; 
w h o ,  in order Co Decome Lora, oj AH, thought it the tnoft 
Prudent Method to condefcnd to be Servant of All.

Your Lordfhips, I am lure, will not icrup'c to fo llow  
that moft N oble and excellent Pa:ron, which the Great 
Shepherd and iji ihop ot Souls has fet before you; ai d 
a t  thé fame time you do io, you may beaifured chit buth 
C le r g y  and People will  labour with a G o d ly  Zeal, and 
gênerons Emulation, to diltingiuih themielves; by pay
in g  you all that Honour and Reverence, w hich you can
reasonably expe<S or defirc.

I  hope I have faid nothing, that may juftlv offend 
yourLordlh ip i,  or betaken in ill part. F o r , I  aílílre your 
L o r a ihips,that I  am, upon Principle, a real fr iend o fE p if -  
copacy ; and i f  I am convinc’d, that I have faid any 
thing* w hich, b y  the Remoteft Inflauation, may be 
thought to  derogate from the Diginity o f  that Sacred 
and A poftolick  Order ; N o  M a n  ihall be more teady 
to  beg Pardon, and give more Publick Sacisfa&ion,

^ 1  Ihall now  turn from your Lordfhips to the Inferiof 
Clergy, w h om  I  would exhort, in the Spirit of Meeknefi,  
rather to do tneir D u ty ,  w il l ingly  and chearfully, than 
be compell’d to it. T h e  former will  look with a g o o d  
G race ; the latter, at the lame time ic is judged Neceffary; 
will  not be fo engaging, becaufe it w ill  be thought difa- 
greeable. I am Surprized h~>w any Clergyman o f  H o n i  
our, or  Confcience, can think o f  holding and enjoying 
the Profits o f  a Benefice, without difcharging the D u ty  
annex’d to fuch a Station ; becaufe this looks more liké 
Polling and Fleecing; , than Feeding the Flock.

W e re  it not th- r D u ty ,  it is tl e*r Intereft in thè 
higheft degree ; becau’fe no M a n a t  a Diftance, can pre
tend to make fo much o!- his Tithes and Ducs, as hé 
that conilantly R  Tides amongit ins People, and is belov
ed by them ; and the only w a y  to gain Love ,  is to  fheW 
L ove  and Affection, to all thole with whom they are
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Corcerned. A n d  the grcattft  love is to  their  Sou.*- 
w h ich  may maniteit it ielt e\en to Papiils, H crcu ck s ’  
anu Schiim aticks. W h o ,  though they are To hardcn’4 
ai d ln ie n M e ,  as nor to  Leufite b y  it, j ce will bç thereby 
rciiUietl witiiouc Excuie ,  and their Mhiilierk acquitted 
at the T r ib u n a l  of Chril l ,  i f  ciiey have fuitnfully dif- 
enarged their D u t y ,  if  otherwiie ; be C o u vifc fd .  and 
Condemned.

In order to this, I hope, and perfwade m y felf that 
every Clergyman out «t a benfe o f  his Iniercfl,  as well 
as D u t y ;  will not Fut his B.ihop to the trouble o t 
obliging him to Refide: But i f  there be any G lebe be-
lodging to him, indeavour to Build fome iuitablc and 
comfortable Place to Receive him,and his Fam ily ; upon

the hnamragement already provided b y  A f t  o f  Parlia
ment. It n ot;  A p p ly  to his Biihop for A d v ic e  and 
A  Alliance, how to h x  himielf  moit C o m m oaiou fly  fop 
the Service he has undertaken. 1

Bleflcd is that faithful Steward, w h om  not only his 
B iihop, but a much greater Peifon, even his Lord

u ,C° ? Cun’ “  ti“ d fo d o i"g- H i ,  B iihop  m a y  
peihaps think him w orthy to be Advanced to an hiehcr
b t a u o n ;  but his Lord  JJjaU make him Ruler ever J  f a

L e t  me therefore earneftly Exhort  and befceeeh the 
Gentltn.cn of the Inferior C lergy, for Confc ence lake 
and as they value the Peace and U n ity  o f  the C h u r c h '

r ™ i,,b;ypvwM  ■or W r r ? > tothe unhappy Difference, w hich  at prelent fetms to nrr 
vail between their Biihops, and them. But,  for the 
M e r c y - o f  JcfU4 C h ri lt ,  rather to iubmic theoiTelves as

í m?  h ‘S’ humbly Co,,CtlvP to be their D u t y  whoever
imagine they would have been affeded h „  I ’ r  D l 
j o  make the firft A c k n o w k dgV<nt A nti  í í
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as Parents, may think it beneath them, to Stoop to their 
Children, but arc w ill ing  and cade to be Reconcil .d ,
upon the lcalt Submiffion t'rom them.

L et  no Mifchievous Incendiaries, by artful i l  bifpers, 
or V irulent ami malicious Writings, fuggeit to them a 
Coutempt o f  their Biihops P ow er and A uthority ;  be- 
cauic they have lately feen them, as they are p^eai.d to 
Exprefs it, Expofed and Defeated. I  hey ^  Enemies 
w h o  indeavour to fow thefe Tares, in °P“  ^  “ P *  
plentiful Harveft, by cur Divifion. I  J e L a it j  « o 
now fo itrenuoufly appear in lavour o f  the Beneiiced 
S i  «y againft their B iihops;  may upon another turn 
of  Aftairs declare againft the Biihops, and Clergy too.
A n d  by D e p r e f f in f  the one, propofc more plaufibly 
and cffe&ually to w ork  the D o w n f a l  o f  the other;

T h e  Clergy may perhaps footh themfelves w ith  the

S ' S g  i ' p o n f  and °  “
Yet let them confider at the f a m e  time, that the Biihops 
L  the Ornament, R o o f ,  and Covering. And while 
S e  Conftitution lafts, the one is asL.N«eflary, as the 
other. And if the Biihops Totter or F a ll, they muft, ot

C°  T h e  I i iten or1 Clergy of* themfelves, are only a B o d y  
w ithout a Head ; and if they fet up a Separate Inwrcit 
from their B iihops, muft be either ReducedI to a Presby
terian M odel, or a State o f  Anarchy andConfuJion.

■ Bu: fare, *

b y ’t h e f î b d r t y ’ of S y ' a n d 1 Defigning Men,’ embroil 
J .  ail in T u m u lt ,  Faft ion, and Sedition ; and end a t  
laft in the utter ruine and d e f la t io n  of  our Church and

N aH o w  much more ad visab le  both for Biihops and

o “ s y  f f  ;

- L F Z ’ X F f â  2 &
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it among you, taking the overfight thereof, not by Ccn- 
Rraint, but Witinwlj : Not for filthy Lucre, but of a ready
Mmd. Neither as being Lords over Gads Heritage, but be
ing enfamples to tht Flock. And -when tht chief Shepherd 

f t  all appear, ye JhaU receive a Crown of Glory that fadeth net 
away. Like wife, ye younger, fubmit jourfelves unto tht elder, 
yea all o f f .u  be fubjeil one to another, and be cluathed with 
Humility ; for God reftfleth the Proud, and giveth Grace to
to the Humble.

L e t  it be confidered likewife, that the fame Apoftle  
w h o  gi' es fucli excellent A d v ice  to the R u 'ers  and Paf- 
to rs o t  the Church, w as thrive adjured by our Bleffed 
Saviour after his Refur reft ion? as the only  T  eftimony 
he could give o f  the L ove  he profefled to Chrift  our 
Saviour, To feed his Sheep. John, Xxi. i f ,  1 6, i j .

I  hope Gentlemen, 1 have not committed any Error, 
in the State o f  your Cafe, nor Offended any o f  you ; or 
i f  you are pleafed to convince me that I  have, I  am w i l 
ling to retrafl, and beg your Pardon.

A n d  now let me Conclude, by  Addrcifing my felf to  
the Gentlemen o f  the L a i t y ,  that  they would not be 
Scandalized againft the true Religion and W o rih ip ,  011 
A cco u n t  ot the late unhappy D iviiions amongft the C le r 
g y  ; w h ich  as they aro iea t  firft from M iftakes, and 
M ifrepreientations on both fides, f o i  am confiden t,th ey  
w il l  have as fpeedy and amicable a Conclufion ; i f  both 
Parties as heartily concur in a Reconcilation, and mu
tual Forbearance w it h  each other ; as, I am perfuaded, 
i t  is their D u t y  and Incereft to d o ,  becaufe fhould they 
continue to Bite and Devour one another, they m ay in the 
E nd be confumed one of the other.

But I hope, and moft heartily Pray, that both Biihops 
and Clergy m ay calmly confider the true Intereft and 
and Welfare o f  the Eftablifh’d Church, rather than in
dulge their private Prejudice and A nim o iity  T h e n  m ay 
they  meet again together, like Father and Son, w i t h  
mutual Compellations o f  L o v e  and D u t y .  A n d  the 
Union be ftrièter, and the H arm on y greater than ever.

So (hall the Church truly flourlh and become terrible 
to her Adverfaritf, like an Army with B  mucrs. Every

D  a ______ t- -a
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Perfoïi in his refpeôive Station, zealonfly contending ta  
guard againft Popery, root out Hercfie, and prevent the 
JncroaChment o* Schifm.-*—

Could 1 but live to iee that h ippy D a y ,  I  fhould think 
It the greatft Blefling that could poffibly happen to this 
Poor Church and Kingdom ; and more to be eiteemed 
anû valued, than the greateft Wealth and Grandeur $ be
caufe the e might be ient to us tor a Curie, and can be 
only called a Bleifing, when they are rightly Applied to 
good Ends and Purpoies, not to Riot, and Luxery, Cham
bering and Want one[s ; but for the Relief o f  the Poor, and 
the Honour ^nu G lo ry  of God*

But whatever Difficulties and Preflures w e  o f  this 
K a t io i i  rrav chink we lie under, I  am confident the Pra
ctice o f  true Religion and Virtue would be the moft ef
fectual M ethod to entail the Bleffin^ o f  G o d  on us, and 
otir Pofterity. For as the wife M an well obferves, it is 
Ü  ghteoufnefs alone that exateth a Nation> but Sin is a Re~ 
froach and Rum to any Pet fie .

W ill  you then Gentlemen, w h o  have o f  lace appear’d 
fo ilreiiouily  in tlie Dcfsnce anti Support o f  the Inferior 
C lergy ,  and thereby highly merited their Eileem and 
Applaufe be pleafed to convince the World, that you 
A c t  upon Principle, and not if» Oppofition to the Bifli- 
pps only, by y u<- Religious Behaviour, and confiant 
Attendance upon the Service of G o d ;  So ihall you be
come rruly P A T R I O T S ,  and ingage the Prayers of  
all the Faithfu’ , that G o d  a n y  power d ow n  his choiccft 
B'.effings on you and your Families, and preferve your 
Conn ry from Poverty, and Ruin for your fakes.

But if there fhould be found among you, any Atheifls 
to deride, or De /is to call in QuefHon the T r u t h  of 
our Hnlv Religion ; or any crafty infinuating Hereticks, 
or Scbifrnatkks, w h o by dividing the Clergy am on git 
tncmie'v.s, Propofe to G overn  them the better, till in 
the f1nd they accomplish the Ruine and Deftruction o f  
the whole Body. I hope, after the Cautions I have g i-  
 ̂en, the Clergy will be fo wife to Confult the true Inte— 

reit 'of  the Church, and their own coo; as to avoid be- 
ins feUuced or mi fled by them.
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I have no N otion of  any M a n ’s beihg a F I N E R .  
G E N  1 L E M A N  than other?, merely becaufe he
Dielles bet er------  lince any F O P  or F O O L  m ay
do the l ;ke .------  Line, in m y w av  of  T h i n k i n g ,  the
B t v r  C H R I S T I A N  is a lw ays  to be accounted the 
H N E S T  G E N  1 L E M A N ,  and moil qualified for 
Friendfh p and Converfation A n d  to  appear in the 
pubhek Service o f  G O D ,  w ith  D ecency  and G r a v i ty ,
tends more to raife a Jhtning and difHnguitbing CharaEler, 
than to be ieen at a Ball, or an A flem b ly  ot the great- 
eit Luitre and G a ie t y .  A s  to be a faithful Servant o f  
the molt high G O D ,  and to l e  protellrate at the holy  
T a b le ,  imploring M e t c y  and Forgivenefs, m ay be juftly  
eileemed a greater Honour and F avour, than to R u le  
over all the W orld  belides. M a y  all therefore who pro- 
fels then.felves Friends and Lovers  of  the C le r g y ,  believe 
and adt in this M anner; and then the C le r g y  w il l  have 
good Reafon to eileem them as good Friends, and value 
and admire them, as the gteatell O rn am en t o f  Socic-

'y-
I hope, Gentlemen, you  w ill  pardon me this Free

dom, and excufe the Zeal I exprels tor the lake ol your 
Souls ; the Redem ption o f  w hich  was purchaied at no 
lefs a Price, than the precious Blood o f  our Lord  and 
Saviour J E S U S  C H R I S T .  For,  w ith o u t  the leail re
gard to Parties and D ii l in ft ion s  either in Church or 
State, I am not aihamed to ow n m ylelf  aChriftian ; and 
am lo fully convinced that is the or.ly iafe and certain 
W a y  to everlaiting Happincis -, that I  moit heartily pray 
to  G o d ,  you may be all io.

A n d  having expreifed fuch unfeigned Concern for your 
Spiritual Welfare ; give me leave to add only one C a u t i 
on more, and fo conclude.

Imagin not then, that thofe Bills of w h ic h  you have 
been fo apprehenfive, were deviled only b y  a C o m b in a 
tion of  Englijh Bifhops, out ot Prejudice to  this Nation. 
For,  though O n e ,  more than all the reft, appeared a 
P R I N C I P A L  P R  o  M O T  E R ;  and though
1 hree Irijj) Biflops remarkably Diflinguiihed themfelves 
by oppofing the Bills - ■ -  yet it is too N otoriou s

The Reconciler. 7 9



to  be denied, T h a t  many lrtjh Prelates were equally
engaged in the Undertaking w ith  the Englijh Bijbofs------ -
A n d  it you ilriélly Inquire, I believe, you will find no 
very confiderable Difference between the O n e  ana the 
Ocher, with regard to the Intcreit o f  your Councry, fave 
that you may perhaps imagine, your younger Children 
have a better Chance for Preterment, trom Bifhops of 
your own K in g d o m , than from Strangers.

B ut on the contrary, be pieaied to Confider, that 
Irijk Bijhops generally confine their Favours co thofe of  
their own Family, or Kindred ; and then perhaps you  
may think, there will be at leaft, an equal hazard 011 
the other fide.

N o w ,  were the Englijb Bijhops fo Generous to Rcfolve 
unanimouily to Promote none, but the Natives ot the 
C oun try ,  whofe Bread they E at;  and fludy to find out 
and diftinguifh M en o f  Learning and M erit .  A s  no
thing could more Ingratiate them tviih the People o f  
ire land, fo could nothing Contribute more efteftually to 
Promote the Proiperity of  this Univcrfity,  and K i n g 
dom.

Neither need they ever be jealous o f  any Irijh Bijbop, 
or Archbiihops being able to raife a Party againft them, 
or their Intereft; becaufe every one o f  them, by fuch a 
Publick Refolution, and a fuitable P raâ ife ,  together 
w ith  A d s  o f  Hofpitality and Charity ,  in his Diocefe; 
w ou ld  (oon find himfclt at the Head o f  as Great a T r a i n  
ot Friends, Dependants, and Followers : Englijh and Irijh 
Bijhops would then be £ll one, and equally Refpeéted, and 
Reverenced. A n d ,

3°  The Reconciler.

T ’fos Tyriùfve mihi uullo Difcrimine haletur.



3C0tertífemettt.

Speedily will be publiíh’d, ,

r  I 1 H  E  Characters of the T w o Cardinals,
1  Bo&om eo, and 5Fa?nefe.—  verj

Curious and Entertaining.

A N ,D

A  true and E x a ft  Account of aü the Non-Reii-
dent Clergymen in Ireland, faithfully Coll^tted
and, Return'd ; w ith  an E x tr a it  of all the Rules
laid upon them in the Vifitation Booh , and their
feveral Excuses and Evaftons to avoid Refi-
dence.------ Who are found to be but fevo in Num.
berj except fuch as are by Faculty dijuenied 
voitb. 7

rinted in the Year M D C C X I V .
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