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OR, SOME

REMARKS

UPON T WO

PAMPHLETS/

Lately publifh’d, (wviz.)

ALETTER fromaLordtoa Commoner, con>
cerning the two Church Bills lately Rejected,

AND

CONSIDERATIONSS upon Two Bills fens
down from the R H the H of
L—— tothe H—— the I of C—1rf
Relating to the Glergy of I—d.

SHEWING

How all the Good Ends propofed by either of thofe
Bills, may by 2 more gentle and ealy Method be gt
taind, wichout Injury to the Rights of my Lords the
Bithops; or Rigour and Violeice to the Inferiour
Clergy.
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The Reconciler :
O R,

Some REMARKS upon-twoPamphlets
lately publithed, €5°¢.

N fuch a Critical Jun&ure as this, when the Bi-
fhops and Clergy of the Eftablithed Church (cem
fo unhappily aivided, as to Purfue each other
with the greateft Heat and Animoficy ; to the
manifelt hazard of the Ruine and Subverfion ot

our molt Holy and  Excellent Conftitution: 1 think
myfelt bound by the ftrongelt Obligations of Charity,
and Duty ; as a Zealous Profeflor of the Religion Efia-
blifhed amongt us ; to ufc my utmoft Endeavours, to pre-
{erve the Peace and Unity ot the Church, and heal and
Compole thole Differences, which may otherwiie, con-
trary to the Intention of both Partics, give occafion to
DEISTS and LIBERTINES, to tarn the whole {acred
Order nto CONTEMPT, and RIDICULE: Or
to HERETICKS, and SCHISMATICKS, to break

down onr Inclofures, and Ravage and Deyour the Flock
of Chrift.

_ And truely, whoever duly Confiders the Publick and
Scerer Tranfa&ions of the late Seffion ot Parliament, the
great Numbers of the Inferiour Clergy, that appeared
publickly there, to give Oppofition to thofe Bills; the

Triumph the Papifts exprels’d, to fec fo ma'n! Formid-
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4 The Reconciler,

- Defeated; and the valt Multitude of Diffenters, who con-
ftantly attenc ed the Debates ; with a profpe, fome time
or other, to Fifb in thofe troubled Waters ; = Wi, Lhepe,
excufe me, who -have been only a melancholly Rander
by, and too Inconfiderable to be ingaged on either fide ;
it I chink {fuch difmal Prefages of Difafle&ion among it
oucfelves, vented in bitter Words and Virulent Whiitings ;
portend the urmoft Mifchiet and Danger both to the
Bifhops and Clergy; if {fome T'imely ANTIDOTE be
not applied, to reduce them to a more peaccable and
forgiving Temper: That they may live like Brethren,
in Love and Uoity; the Bithops Prefiding after the
Paccern of our Lord Jefus Chrift, and his Hely Apoltics ;
and the lnfersor Clergy cheartully {ubmitting to their
Lawful Ordinances .and Injunéions, as in Conicience
and Dury they ought to do. |

Aund now, without Queftioning the Truth of the
‘Treatdes on cither fide, reter’d to, in the Title Page; 1
fhall cike the Argumentsjuftas’I find them, and mter-
pole my Opinion, without the leaft Prejudice, or Parti-
ality between them.

In the firit Place then, we are told, by the NOBLE,
ofr RIGHT REVEREND LORD (for I know not
which to call him ) that the Bill brought intothe Houfe,
this laft Scflion of Parhament, was only in order to
amend -the Defeéts of a former Bill, made in the firlt
Year of his prefent Majefty, and to bring the Qualifica-
tion, which'was before 2 Benefice worth 150 L. per Aun.
ftill lower, by enacing, * That ifany Perfon fhall here-
“ after accept of any Deanry, Arch-deaconry, Dignitary,
¢ Prebend, or of one, or* more Reétories, ( having no
““ Vicarage endow’d) Vicarages, perpetual Curacies, or
“ other Ecclefiaftical Preferments, with Cure of Souls

belonging thereto, which either fingly, or joyntly, or to-

gether with what he at the time of the Acceptance
thercof, fhall enjoy in the {ame Diocefe, fhall make
up the Sum of One Hundred Pounds flerling, per

« Ann. Every fuch Dean, Archdeacon, Dignitary, Pre-

“ bendary, Reftor, Vicar, Curate, or other Ecclefiaftical’

['{4

¢ Perfon having Cure of Souls, after he hath been three
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5 The Reconciler. e

«¢ Years in Pofleflion thereof and having no Houfe there-
« on fit and Conyenient for his Refidence; and any
« one offuch Benefices beingendow’d with fuch Portion
¢ of Glebe Land, as the Archbifhop, or Bifhop of the
« Diocefe fhall judge fit and convenient tor Building
<t thereon ; fhall within a 'Time certain, to _be limited
« and "appointed by tle Archbifhop, or Bifhop of the
«“ Diocefe, build and improve on fuch Glebe Land, 1n
« {uch a manner, with fuch Confent, under fuch Rules
¢ and Limi:ations, and with fuch Benefits and Advan-
“ tages, and be entitled to fuch Proportion of the
¢¢ Money laid out in Building and Improving on fuch
“ Glebe Land, as by the faid Recited A& is mentioned
¢¢ and exprefs’d.

By all which, as it is urged by the Noble Lord, the
Reader may perceive at firft Sight, that the Main End
of this Claufe, which makesup the bulk of the Bill,
wasto promote the Refidence of the Clergy therein de-
{cribed, withont which it were impofiible for them to

- an{wer the Great Ends, for which they were made
Clergymen —— And thercfore in this Gensral View,
it muft be allowed that the Bill was good. Why
then wasit Reje&ted 2 Why ? Truly, becaufe amongit.
many other Obje&ions of lels Moment and Confidera-
tion, that which was Painted inthe moft Formidable
Colours, was the Power this Bill would give the

- Bithops, to Tyrannize over their Clergy, and Reduce
them toa State of Slavery, by Crucl and Arbitrary Se-
queftrations ; committed, too often, to the Manage-
ment of Unjult and Griping Exa&ors ; whe might
perhaps fet their Livings, at lefs thau balf Value, and
out of the Remainder, not allow the Incumbent a necef-
fary P rovifion, to fupport him, in the difcharge of his
Duty ; which would be a moft {evere, and incolerable

Qﬁrcﬂion." e

_But I fhall'Wave allthefe Temporal Views aud Con-

gdﬂltlons, as matters which may perhps be too much
dreaded and apprehended by the Inferior Clergy, from

WY Bithops; andchufe rather Charitably te conclude




6 The Reconciler.

©of my Lords the Bifhops to Conceive, or Devife fuch ri-
gorous and unnatural T'reatment towards their Brethren,
which muft in the End, render them jutly odious beth
to Clergy and Laity, and give too great umbrage ot Suf-
pition, that, {o far from Confulting the True Interclt of
the Church, asthe Chief Paftors and Governors ; they
meant rather with 2 molit Arbitrary, and Tyrannical
Sway, to Domincer, and Lord it over Gnods Heritage,
and Vex and Grind their Fellow-Helpers inthe Minil-
try, to {uch a Degree of Servitude, and Vaffalage, that
they fhould neither dare to lifc up their Tongues, or
draw their Pens againit them, even in the loweit Whif-
pers, or Complaints.

~In one Pofition, p. 5. I moft heartily Concur with
the Noble Lord, and believe thatby Effeéting that fingle
Point, the Whole Controver{y may be cafily and ami-
cably determined,viz. THE UNIVERSAL RESI-
DENCE OF THE CLERGY, without which, I
freely grant it impofible for them, to anfwer the grear
Ends, for which they were made Clergymen,

Let it be therefore admitted, that the Refidence of
the Clergy upontheir fcveral Cures, isa facred and In-
difpenfible Duty; That the Bencfice is granted for the
fake of the Office; Thatevery Man hasit in his Choice,
whether he will accept of that Benefice, or no, to which
fuch Service and Attendance are annexed.— And if he
means not Religioufly and Confcientioufly to difcharge
his Duty in that Sation, he ought not to accept it, — As
he that will nat Work, if God has given him power and
ability fo to do, neither fhould he Eat, — becaule he
Eats not his own Bread, but the Bread of others, who
would be glad to earn it, by their honeft Labour, and
Induftry — Therefore the Bifhops muft be allowed fo
far in the Right, to recommend thisto all their Clergy, 1a
the moft tender and affe&ionate manner, with a Paftoral,
and Paternal Care — And if that will not avail ; to En-
force it by all Lezal Methods for Confcience fake;
in difcharge of the Great Truft repofed in them ; as 2

Pare of their Duty, for the Inftru&ion and Confutati- i

¥



. The Reconciler. 7

on of the Flock of Chrift ; of which they are, by Divine
Providence, appointed the chief Paftors and O V E R-
S EERS.

But fome of the Inferior Clergy perhaps may fay;
Does not this Duty of Refidence equally oblige the
Bibops, with their Clergy ¢ Without doubt it docs.—
Aud Ibelieve 1t will be extremely difhicule, if not Im-
poflible for any one to aflign a Reafon, why the one
fhould be exempred more than the other, unlefs at {uch
times as they are called up by the Kings Writ to the
Houfe of Lords 1n Parliament. And were 2 Convo-
cation to {ir, fuch Members of the Inferior Clergy, as
were Return’d to ferve in the Lower Houfe, would be
eptitled to the {ame Priviledge, and Difpenfacion.,

Why then, fay the Clergy, fince Example muft be
allowed to have greater influence than Precept; let our
Bifhops pradiice in their own Perfons, what they fo
punGually Expe& from us; and if we fail inour Duty,
(they at the fame time as conftantly, and puné&ually per-
forming theirs: ) may we be caft off as Undutiful, and
Difobedient Children, unworthy of their Lordfhips Pa-
tronage and Protection.  Let their Lordfhips alone be
Guiltlefs, and may the Blame lie on us for ever.

_ They further infilt ; and defire it may be put to the
Confciences of my Lords the Bifhops: Whether they
devifed this Compullory Law, inorder to deprefs and
cnflave them : Or, out of Conicicnce towards God,in
order to oblige them to the neceflary. Difchargeot their
Duty? 'They charitably Hope, and belicve, they will
dilclaim the former Imputation, and anfwer, That they
meant the Latter only. '
. Itfo theny my Lords, fay the Clergy, what need of
any farther Laws to amaze, and terrific us ? fince we
have alrcady Sworn Canonical obedience to your Lord-
fhips in all things Lawful and Honeft.—— Might not
any of your Lordfhips more eafily have Reconciled us
to_afenfeof our Duty, by Addrefling us at your Vifi-
tatious after the following' Manner. ’ s |
¢ Brethren, It has pleas’d Almighty God, in his
€ Divine Providence, toappointmg to Prefide over 2%
: e s . Gl ek ST . $ 3
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« And I fincerely mean to poftpone all fecular Interclis,
« and worldly Confiderations; and conftantly Refide,
<¢ and Live amonglt you ; in order to aifcharge the Duty
¢ of that Scation, to which God hasealled me.  Andto
« Infpe&, and Provide that you likewife may with the
« {ame Zeal, and Diligence pertorm yours.

«« ] hope, none of you will defert, or oppofe me, in
« {o Lawful and Commendable an undertaking; butra-
« ther Contribute to Affilt and Support.me, with your
« joynt Labours, Advice, and Prayers, to promore the
« Glory of God, and the Edificationof his Church,
« and People. -

The Clergymar, who, upon {uch an Exhortation as
this, (would not moft heartily concur with his Bifhop ;)
would, in the Sence and Opinion netonly of the Laicy,
but of his Brethren too, defervedly incur the Cen-
fure ot being unworthy ot the Gown he wears, or the
Chara&er he bears. For what more Powertul Incentive

" can be thought of to.vertuous and commendable Ations,

than 2 Noble and- Generous Emalation 2 And who
conld, without the utmoft Confufion and Reproach, re-
fufe to follow, whete his General and Commander leads ?
_ This Argument made fuch Impreffion on the Noble

Lord, that by way of Apology, hetells us, p. 30. * Thac
%

of the twenty two Bifhops of Ireland, Seventeen are
« orovided with See-Houles; of ‘the five remaining, one
« will be alwaysunneceflary, by (teafon) of the Bifhops
« Refidence in Dublin, as Dean of Chrifi-Church. The
¢ reft arc preparing, and providing for Refidence, as faft
¢35 they cani  There was thetefore no occafion for that
¢« Infinuation, to_miflead  People "intoa belief, that the
¢ Bifhops have themlclves failed on that Article: So far
« {#bm that; He wifhesthat the Clergy had built Glebe-
« Houfes, in the fame proportion: For if that were
« the Cafe, he is perfwaded, the Bill in queftion, had
« neyer beenthought on. L

To which the Clergy reply, by wifhing they were
as' well inabled by good Incomes and Fines, to build
Glebe-Houfes, as their Bifhops; And it would be the

Pleafure and Glory of their Lives to do it. Bur for want

F . u
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of Moncey, or want of Glebe, they are forced to make the |
beft fhitt ihey -can; ana where. they have not Houfes
and Land ot theic own, to Rent them from others.
Very otien at.{o extraordinary a Price, that i:‘bccogne:s
aburden they are {carce able to bear ; yer fill, in Imi-
tation of fo good an .Example, as Refiding: Bifhops ;
they will Contorm at any hazard, any Expence. .,
And for this, there want nomore Laws 1q Compel
them ; fince my Lords the Bifhops very well know,that,
at their Inftituton, they took a Solemn, Qatli iqRefide
1n lome one Living of their Union., Awnd ‘€any ate not
thus obliged, 1t mult be the fault, of their Lilhops, . that
they did,net, Teunder them the Qach ot Reficence; as
they were bound todo. Wich which the Bifhops aloge
can difpence, according to a Claufe; in the Qith 1t [¢lf,
to chat purpofe. And if they refufe to Difpenfe; is it
poflible to Conceive that any ofithe Clergy. thould deny
to comply, withoutfome extraordinary occafion of Sick-
nefs, or unavoidable bufinels;, inwhich Calfes they doubt
not, but.the. Bifhops, out of their Paternal Lenity, will
always.indulge them 2 = - 1 b
Or can there be;a more, infamous Brand fix’d upon
any Clergyman, than to {wear Refidence, when he receives
Inftitution to a Living; and yec after he is Indutted,
o refule 1o, Refide 2 ' Who, would afterwards take that
-Man’s; word in any.thing,) who, is Capable. of fuch a

Y i

.Notorions Breach, and Viglation, of his Qath? .

At this the Noble Lord fcems to Hint very jultly,
Jp- 10 and .56 . makes a further Conceflion, fufficient to
+fiop the. Moyths of all Gaintayers, wiz. ¢ Thar for his
.2 own pact,uf Refidence|be made eftectual, he flall not
18¢ Cenfure.it, ; though it be not in -every Point ‘Cano-
- £ mical.™  Would to God; that all the Bithops may be
of the fame Opinion’;_and that the Inferion Clergy may
wpay.fuch; Regard ro thei c)ﬁuty,}as to. Labour ficlt afcer
- Caponical, Relidence, . l.l,l.eﬁzhi";feemr Place,: the Bifhop

. . ‘ Imp,orrancc ; and 1f that can-
-0t be obtained, to make it a5 cficctual as they poflibly
y§20, im fome adjacent Blace ; with the Bifhops Confent

?;d APEEQ%‘B“M IR 23430 o Rasd -y sisd
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at fieft View, may eafily petceive, that the Dread and
; -:ﬁp[irChéﬁﬁén of fuch an Arbicrary Pomr-'ésu‘;his’ to be
“fodged in ' the Hands of 4n Exalpetated; or < Angty |
" Bithop ; would be aptto make deeper Impreflions of Bit-

terhefs, and ‘Refentment, on the Minids both of Clergy |
. and Laity ; than any other &ufpiciou':_jb'h-a;chug, T. |

to The Reconciler.

And “this having done all imaginable juftice to the
Arguments contair’d in the Letter from the Noble Lord;
1 proceed toenquire MO rhe objs&ions mention’d in the
Second Paper, refer’d to inthe Title Page;; viz. Confide-
yarions wpon two. Bills; &c. in which 1 fiid burt one, not
'mention’d -before, withtelation to the Bill of Refidence:
Which, if it be true, is a fufficient Reafon, why the
Clergy fhould appear againit, and the Commons rejeét
the Bill, wiz p. 13. ' "That if there be a fingle {pot in
« the Glebe, more Barren, more Marfhy, more expofed

« to Winds, more diftantfrom the Church, or Skeleton

< of 4 Church, or trom auy Convenieney of Building

¢ The Reétor, or Vicar may be obliged b y;theCaprice,

« or Pique of the Bifliop, to build under pain of Seque-

¢ {iration, upon whatever Point his Lordfhip fhall Com-

This, Tcanaot help thibking, a moft Exorbitant Power

“fot the Bifhops to defire ; but much more monftrous

;tﬁd-’uhrca‘fcfmable"to Exediite s were it in theit Power:
Which ‘oaght to be cmploy’d chicfly, for the honout
and Glory of God, and the Comfort, and Convenience

‘of ‘the Refidene Clergyman. And therefore, hot ‘any
"%;'o"r‘,"hbwévér Bleak, Marfhy, or Remote from ‘the
Ch

urch; where Divine-Service was to be Celebrated,

- dught to “be preferibed by the Bifthop; but rather, which
“by 1ts ‘contiguity, or nearneflsto the Church, would Place

the Minifter to the greateft Advantagé, fer the Difcharge

-of his Duty.

And 1 caninot but own ny Suprize, that the Noble

‘Lord, whoacknowledges he has feen this Pamphlet, and
'wt,tjt‘e“la Poftfcript on ptitpole, to take Notice of three

grofd Miftakes in-it,* fhould omitt to take Notice of |
this, Which it was more tohis purpofe ‘to have difclaim-
ed, and refured, than allthe other. ‘Becaufeévery Man,

hc‘



‘The Reconctler. 1

The Noble Lord perhaps meant to obviate this Ace
cufation, p.1o. where he tells us, that « Cruelty has
« not been the Fault of the Bifbops towards their Clergy ;
¢ if they have Erred, it has been on the fide of Lenity,
¢« and Indulgence: And it any thing can bring them to
« Repentance, it muft be the ungratcful Behaviour of
“ many of the Clergy, in going about to infinuate, that
¢ their Bifhops are creting themlclves into Tyrants ;
« and in hireing other Peoples Tongues, to faythole
¢ Things, which they did not think it Prudent to {ay
¢« themfeclves. _

T'o which, I think, nothing more gan. be added, than
what the fame Noble Lord fays, p-9. ¢ God only,
¢« who fees the Heart, can certainly know what was the
« true Intention of any Bifhop, cither in Oppofing, ot
 Promoting this Bill; whether any one, by oppolfing the
¢« Power of Bifhops, aimed ata greater Degree of Power,
¢ and Popularity, by fetting him/[elf vp,as the Protecior
« of the Clergy; or whether any othcr, by Promoting
¢ the Bfll defign’d to Opprefs and Enflave them. |

The former Part of this Apology, I am forry to {ay
it, carries too great.an Air of Infulting, and Menacing
the Inferior Clergy ; the Latter is {o folemn an Appeal,
to fo High a Tribunal y as, I am fure, ought not to be
called in Queftion; againft him thatmakes it. .

And fo much fhall fuffice to havefaid, concerning the
Bill of Refidence ; I come now to Confider the Bill of
Divifion, which fuffered the fame Fate, as the Former.

“ This Bill, (as we are told by the Noble Lord . 17)
¢ Recites, that there are in this Kingdom, {everal Pari-
< fhesof very Large Extent'and of Great yearly In-
« come ; which, ifdivided, would make a Comfortable
& Support, and Maintenance for "T'wo, or more Incum-
¢ bents” Andthen Enaés, ¢ That when the Church 1s
§¢ 'Viacant;orif the-Incumbent of any {uch Parith, fhall
¢ sRiefufe to givechis Confent, to fuch 'Divifion, that it
“ fhall be lawtal oy and for the Chief Governor, and
$¢1Governors:of this Kingdom, for the time being, with
¢ the Adfenrof the major - Part of the-Pivy Council, 'in
s¢ Council Affembled ;: Sixar leaft Conlenting ) where

EC " &dheais
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¢ it fhallbe made appear to them, That in the Divifion
‘e of {uch large Parih. prepofed to them, for their Ap-
‘. probation, the Church.ot the Qld Parifh, will, afier
¢ fuch div.iion made, continue worth at lealt, Gummuni -
€ bu; wuiis, 300 [ per Ann. with the ‘Approbacien; and
¢ Conlent of tae Archbithop ot rhe Provipce;the Bifhop
« ot the Diocefe, and the Pactron, or Patrons of fuch Pa-
¢ rifh, to make and eitavlith fuch Divifioniof . fuch old
¢ Parifh, 1n {uch manner, and under the fame Savings
« and Provifoes, as they m:ght have done, by Vertue 6f
“ two tormer Ads, wix (24 and 10th. Ges. 1 1)
“ In ‘cale the Incumbent had givenhis Confentthereto,
¢¢. or the {aid Church had not been Viacant, wich 2 fav-
¢ 1ng Claufe for the prefent Incumbent of fuch old Pi-
¢ rifh, during his Incumbency, fo that he cannov pof-
« fibly {uffer any Dimipution of his Income by jr.
To which the Confiderations in behalf of the Intetior
Clergy obje&t, p. 14. That fuppofing 300/ per Aun left
to the Mother Church, yet the Bithops, by another A&
pals’d fome Years ago; can.d vide that L:kéwife, and
‘crumble it as Low, astheir Will and P.ealure fhall dif-
pofe them. 'Therctore it might be dangerous ro fubmit
to {fuch an Innovation. |
And that the Cafe is really fuch, the Noble Lord ad-
mitcs, p. 12. with this only difterence, thac the Confent
of the Incumbent was required by two former A&s,
which was {et afide in this Bul 32 ' '
And yet again p. 24, the fame Author tells us, which is
very difhicult, to be rcconciled 5 that ““ this Bill impower-
¢ ed no fuch Subdivifion of the Income of 300/ a Year,
¢ lefvto the: Mother, Church, into-Six Parifhes; with
¢ rhe Noble Income of 5o Liper. Aun.to each. : Becaufe,
< bysile former A&|it;could: not:be made without: the
£¢ .confent of the Incumbent'; who being, (as it has been
“ maintain’d, ) a Truflee for hisiiSnceflor, could :never
+¢ ke fo unfaifiiful to his ‘Truft, asidosgive hisConlent
5 toan Acuion fo Excravagant,-anduntealonablé.!l= 7
.. "Towhich the Inferior-Clergy Reply, that they domot
know. how prefent:or future - Incumbents; may be Ta-

“.-i

i

flucnced by their Patrons, or a Promile of lbecter: Prefer-



The Reconciler. 13

ments; and therefore are loth to leave the matter to fuch
a doubtful and uncertain Ifive. | :

T'he vext:Objetion urged in the Confiderations, p. 17.
15, “ That the Landlords and Farmers, by this Scheme,
¢ will cerrainly be Lofers,becaufe if the Jarge Northren
¢ Livings wete {plit into a Dozen Parifhes, or more;
‘¢ 1t would be neceflary for the Poor Clergyman, his
¢ Wi'e, and Children, and Pro&or, to wartch the Fields
““ in Harveft time, for fcar of lofing one fingle Sheaf,
“ which he conld not afford, under Peril  ofa Days
¢ flarving. For, according to the Scotch Proverb, A
“ HUNGRY LOUSE BITES SORE. T
* And this might occaion many Vexatious and Litigi-
ous Suits, and put the wretched Pafior at perpetual
* Variance with his whole Parifh.. Whereas the Clergy,
“ who are Eftablithed in Competent Livings, are not
“ under the Neceflity of being fo Sharp, Vigilant, and
‘ Exa&ting.  But, on the contrary, think themfclves very
“ well treated, it they Lofe only a fingle third of their
¢ legal Demands.

Upon which the Noble Lord argues p. 20. by defir-
ing us to * look into the Church Preferments in England,
¢ and wefhall find that not one Clergyman in 2 hundred,
““ has 2 Bencfice of 300 /, per Ann. and yet they are not
“ lefs Confiderable for Learning, than their Neighbours.

To which the Confiderations Reply, by afcribing this
to “ 2 miftake of thofe Divines, who are {ent over hither
“ from England t6 Govern this Church ; and have not
“ {eemed (ufficiently to confider the Difference between
“ both Kingdoms, with refpe&t to the Inferior Clergy.
¢ "T'he Poverty of many of whom has been:the continual
¢ Complaint of all Men, who with well to the Chuich.
- Andvyevan Euglifp Vicar of 40l per Aun.:lives more
¢ comtorrably; than one of double the value: in. Ireland.
“‘His.Farmers, ' gencrally fpeaking, . being - able, and
* willing to pay him his full Dues;-and if he gets the
*“Love of his People, to make him many little ufeful
% Prefents befides: . T'he Reverfe of all which is Prac-
¥ t{fcg in Ireland, . o A

e
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M Exalt and Aggrandize the Other.

Upon which the Noble ‘Lord exclaims againft  the
« Inconfiftency of Gentlemen with themfelves; who, to
« day are alarmed at the Growth of Popery, by reafon
« ofthe Increafe of Popifh Priefts, and the want of more
¢¢ Proteftant Clergymen, to oppofe, and check their At-
« tempts. 'To-morrow, when an Expedient is ofter’d,
« for encreafing the Number of fuch Clergymen, and at
« the -fame time for providing a Support for them,
< without laying any new Burthen on the Laity; they
«¢ raifec a Great Cry againft it, and run it down before

¢¢ they have half confider’d it.

It would perhaps appear invidious to animadvert,
that by this Scheme, the Proteftant and Popifh Intereft
of this Kingdom, would have been brought to fo near a
Ballance, that it were eafy to forfee, which was in the
End moft likely to prevail; when by another Bill, provi-
dentially reje@ed in the laft Seffion of Parliament, the
fame Auguft Honfe, in order to come at the Regulars
more effeGually, was plealed to tolerate an Officiating
Romifb Prieft in every Parifh; and to oppofe and check
his Attemps, leave only one poor Clergyman of the
Eftablithed Ghurch, of Forty or Fifty Pounds per Ann.
Or, if any Union of fmall Vicarages was neceflary to
make up that Sum, perhaps not {o much. E

I am unwilling to purfue this Argument, as far as 1t

~ will bear; neither perhaps were it prudeat to enter into

the Comparifon. I fhall rather chufe to leaveit to the
Confideration of every impartial Man, which were likely
to apppear in the moft decent Garb, and firuc with the
greater Air, and Figure s - the Romi/b Prieftr, whofe Dues -
would be moft pun&ually paid ; and whoby their Pro-
feffion, are obliged vo lead fingle Lives; or the Protef-
tant Incdmbents, whomight perhaps be Marricd Men, -
with 4 Nametous Charge of IChildren ;:and from whom
their - Popifh - Pagifhoners would,  witheut: the leaft
Scruple of Coticience; fubftraé 2smuch as chey poffibly
could,  in favour :of their own Clergy ; to turn the Bal-
Jance on that fide, by deprefling the One, in: order to |

- % 4]
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Befides, thould the Protcftant Incumbent labour to pre-
ferve his Flock from being perverted, and feduced smight
not the Romifp Prieft plaufibly Reply, whart, Sir, do you
precend to be Wifer than your Bifhops?  Have: hot
they indulged and tolerated’ me, to celebrace Diyine
Offices, and inftru& the Catbolicks of this Parith 2. Do
you think, Sir, if there were any Evil eicher in Faith, - or
Practice that they would have tolerated it? "The Pre-
seftant Clergyman would make afine Hand of it, 'who,
it he purfucd the Argument further, mult be forced i to
give up his own Bifhops——or fer up himfelfas 2-Mar
of greater Learning and Piety, than they.— . o -
But the Noble Lord, p. 27.1s fare, * The Bulk of the
“ Clergy are Wife encugh to'fee' theirown Intere(t; and
“ hopes not many of them were in the Combination to
“ oppofe the Bill. For it would be monftrous for Men
“ flenderly provided for in the Church, and eipecially
“ for Men not provided for atall, except withiprecari-
““ ous Curacies, 1o be againft'a Law, .for Dividing the
- ¢ ‘Ouer-grown Livings, which “would give them ' more
“ Opportunitics, and Chances of :better Preferment s
So that he prefumes, the Curateslare-all on that fide.of
the Queftion. . -1 - 10 nowsty 12 38 be
But whocver wiil give himfelfithe trouble of enquiring
1nto the Senceof sthat! Laborious Part of che Muuiftry,
will find ; that chey would rather ehufto live upon an
Allowance of Forgy Pounds per, .zmuxif’un&uauy paid by
the Incumbent ;. thap -be fer: upon vhefr own Legs, ‘with
the Name of @ fmall ‘Recory, or Viicatage of 501, per

L

Aumn. payable av the Diferetioh of 'the Wieldets, ‘and

-

Sktaumecs. 177 ad Lus 21657 s10m Yo 0sM & | 3 ogqqtl ad
Add to this, that the Profped of 2 Detter, and more
'dﬂhﬁirtqblef;@mﬁﬁoli;>iﬁ(|d Settlemient for Life s is all
“they have' to Xuffsih /their Akiag 8pirits, durizg :the

“Low Eftate, theyiformany Yeats liveunder. 3G 03
~“9And for Provfrof ehis : coiild 'with tHac the Senle 'of
“dllehie Curacesling thetKingdom; ‘wete taken by Ballot-
ing, fo that theit Names tighcbeoeonpeal’d-from their
' B@&i “whieher theg wiould moe! ‘eather: continié in
 Ehe Condiion they ‘akcs ‘than indergd the Trouble and
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Expence of Titles and Proxies, for the Nominal Gran-
deur of 2 Benefice, in. Value perhaps about Zen Peunds a)
Ycar more: . With the torment and vexation of gather-
ing and {craping it together, in {ach {mall. Pareels, as
would infenfibly flip through their Fingers; and Aniwer
no neccflary Purpofeot: Life. y B

But, it it be true, what the Woble Lord fays, p. 19.
« That in -thofe, long Parifhes, the People who live
¢ towards the extreme Parts, cannot, efpecially for one
haif of the Year, repair to Divine Service ; and thac
the . Protefltantscfo fitwated, donot in Fact fee their
« own Churchpforymany, Years, and are.rarcly vifited
<'by their Pariti Miopifter; which 1s matter of fic-
« quent;-and malaicholly Complaint.
.- Might it notibe, in fuch Cales, more expedient, and
advifeable, to build Chappels of Eafc at convenient Dif-
tances ; fo that every  Parifhioner imight by two Miles
riding at furtheft; be able to repair to {ome Place of Di-
vine Service; and oblige. the Incumbents to Provide, by
afufficient Carate,;thatit. fhould be: conftantly, and
tegularly Celebrated 5 than to Ere& fuch a part of the
“Parifh into a feparare:Benefice, to be guided and gover-
ned at the Difcretion of a Poor Incumbent, perhaps of
{malt » Eearningyoiand:in f{uch low and -abje&t Ciréom-
ftances,/as ‘could-nat poffibly influence his Hearers, to
any thing but;Rityiand Compaffiony . bt I
" Tuwe Heads, irisscommonly faid, are. better than one ;
_And therefore. the Curate; may be prefumed to Conduct
~hinifelt more-warily) and circum(peély, by the Advice
‘and Inftru&ion.of his dncumbent,.avho. may reafonably

¢

-

L sl

be, {uppofed a2 Man of more Years, and better Learnifig

] > 4
_,11 P | 'JJ r

and Judgmentid ¢ 3o 2

. Formy own patt if | ch a Scheme:as' ﬁis'ﬂjoﬂdlfakc %

-placey L.hould: think any COMMON GAGER mgre l
to be envied, (than fuch Clergymen: .. Becaufé; befide
Jtheir Saliary; Pun@nally ‘paid ; they might, by Cenceal«
_ments, and Furfeituresy, receivelmany: Emolumenrs, ko |
_which the Clergy sould- by no means be Ingitledd i |
.. T he next-objeétion madeinthe. Qonﬁdsratimfé:iw- !

1is; 2hac shg Gemsry of this.Kingdom wouldDfufir J
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¢ by it ; moft of chem having lictle expe&ation of provi<
«_ding tor cheir younger Cuildren,0herwife than by the
¢ Church ; in which there migut be fone nopes of gete
“ ting a tolerable Maiutenauce. Becauley ater ‘che
« Patrons fhould have feteled their Sons, - Nephews,
¢ Nicces, Dependants and Followers inviced over from
“ the ocher fide, there would {iill remain an everplus of
« fmaller = Church-preferiments, €0 be given 1o luch
- Clergy otthe Nation, asthall'have chere Quantum of
# whatfoever 'Mersz may e rhen (v Fathion ; buc by
¢ thefe Bills, they will be all excluded. :

To which the Noble Lotdb Replics pi 200 21. by (up-
pofing, ** 'That though the Gentry fhould not -breed
¢¢ up their Sons for the Chuich, yer Religion would not
« {uffer by this means ; For, fays he, ” Are the Sons of
¢ mecaner Families found t6 hiave lefs'Learning, or Piety)
s or Induftry intheir Fun&ions ? - Is ot their Poverey
« rather an diicentive to themy to Excel in their Pro-
¢ feffion; as being the only méans in their Power, to
«« Ril¢ to the belt-Preterments in-the Church?  For a
« youth Bred up in High "Life, and entred early intothe
¢« Polite ‘part of the World, cannot {o calily Relifh the
¢ Converfation of ‘Rude; 'and’ unbred Peafants, nor
¢ Buckle to the mecan Offices, that are Incumbent on the
« Minifter of ‘@' Country Parith, as one obfeurely Barn,

But, with all Submiflion to that Noble Lord, does
not this way .of Reafoning tend to ditoblige thie Gengry
of Ireland, in the moft tender, and fenfible manner ? Asg
it theitybuhgerChildren weré only made ule of 36T o0)s,
to Receive thie Profits, and Emolumeuts of the Chareh s
but ‘'unqualificd,- by their hiaving been bred up in high
Life -and cotting early into the Polite part of the Worid,
fo Relifh "tﬁc Lonverfatuon' of {uch Rude and unbred
Pea(ants, 48 'may be their Parithionersy and’ depending

inore upon their Friends and liiterc(t, than their Leatning,

Lol

"

¥

' Now, aéeerdifig to my way of thinking, Gentlemens
entring 1m0 "HiAly Orders; isfo far from being a Difad-
vancage 40 the Chuirch, thit it is rather its oreareft De-

- fcnce,’ and'Orwamens. S Por. if ‘they were not equaily

o'y W ~~
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valified with others, to beaam tted intd Holy O:ders;
why did the Bifhops Ordain them ? It they were, wiry
fhould not they be equalty mtitled to Preferments 2

Their being bred upin High Life; and yet, Submiz-
ting to the lowelt Offices of the Miniltry ; cvicently
fhews their Humility, by Renouucing thet Woily, and
all its Grandeur, tor the Service of Jefus Chialt. Wh:ch;
thongh to the unthinking parr-6f Mankind, it may ap-

pear Folly ; is pechaps their greatcit Glory, and tie

Highett Honour they -afpire after. ‘T'heir Aequaintance
with the Polite partof.the World, may,Couiribute to
TuBuence fuch fine Gentlemen and Ladics;, to Pay a
greater Regard to Religion, and its Minilters. "Their
Numrerous Friends, and Intereft may.be of excellent ule
to fupport, and preferve phe Riglits of the Chuich, from
fuch as would otherwife Invade and Detain them  Nor
is there any truer Sign of.a genteel Spicit, and a libe:al
Education, than to be abléwo Converfe eafily and fami'i-
arly, even with the very meaneft Perfuns sjand cheartuily

fubmirt to the lowell Offices,which are annexed. to Duty, -

I muft confefs, as the World now gocs,. Gentlemen
have' fmall Enconragement to Breed up their Sons to the
Miniftry 1+ But fehe Genius of a Youch,fhould incline
that way, racher than any.ather; or, it he,fhould think
bimfelf inwardly called of God ; Is it lawtul for him o
Bifobey 2 1 Ouy can it bedawdal for his Frignds to inde-
avour to divert him to,_;,any-orher Profeflion, coptrary to
fuch a Divine Jmpulie and Motion ; 11 (i 5

1 happened once to be in Company .wi_t‘h;.ays:‘Rcvcrcnd
Clergyman, and a Lay-Impropriator. A he Clergyman
zealoufly Harangued againdt the Sactilegions detention
of Tithes, from the Perfon who Oficiated, The Im-
propriator calmly Replicd; Good Dottos, Do not pufh
this Matter too far ; for: I .can aflure youy if many Lay-
men. were not concerned. in] Tithesas well as you, you
would not enjoy them fo quietly and peaceably as now
youw-do. Talk nov therefore-do much of Sjc;}‘cge ;.but
if you 'thinl'it of, publick Uiz, for the Senvice jof God,
that the Tithes fhould; be . reftorgd to the {Church, let
the Clergy try to prevail wpom the Parliament, to raife

L] i
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a Fuand to Purchafe them ; and you will find the 'Irn-
propriators as willing to Sell, aschey to Buy.

I'o apply this; Though I holl cvery Clergyman
who has a Tellimonial of his Learning, and good Beha-
viour in the Uviverfity; however meanly bom, to be a
Gentleman, by his Education and Proffe@fion. ~ Yerifall
fuch as are really born Gentlemen, be Dile! 1raﬂed or
Excladed, the Church, I far, would {oon fali into lower
Contempt, than it 1s at prclcnc and God know-, that
1“ lw unough
" Aunother Exception mentioned by the Noble Lord to
thc D.vilion B, p 27.is, ¥ Tnat a Clérgyman may
¢ ope to rfe to the bigher Stations of the Church, by
S tl ¢ Advantage of a rich Benefice, and this Bill would
¢ Late taken away thac Profpeét ; but as this Excep-
¢ tion was only privately hinted, and vot publickly
« (ffered, it ‘carried along with it a Confeffion of its
« own Weknels. For no Man, who pleaded that the
¢ Bill would Difcourage Lcarmng, could urge it with-
“ out 2 manj'elt Inwnﬁﬁcncc, becaufe, if a Man of
“ 1000 Pounds per. An. with moderate Accomplifh-
¢ ments, is to .{tand fairer for a Bifhoprick, than a
¢ Man of 100 Pounds per. An. who has more Learning
* and Merits: All Men muft allow, thatthisisa plain
« Difcouragement to Learning.

What Profpe& any Clergyman might have, to rife to
higher Stationsin the Chuich, by one rich Benefice, or
many accumulated Prcfcrmcnts is not for me tocon-
jeGuré.— But'that it is in Fa& true, that 2 Man of
1000 Pounds per Annym, with mode ate Accomplifh-
‘ments, ftands' fairer fora Bllhopnck than'a Man of
100 Pounds per. Awnum, who has more Learning and
Merits:: Dreter to the Experience of the whole Narion,
“whio, ‘1 believe; cannot affign one¢ fingle Inftance of any
‘Man ptomoted to a'Blfhnprrc'k ift 'Ireland, whohad not
fotething very Confiderable toeavé to Court Chaplains,
and Dcpcndtﬁ%s ~—— As to'thole ‘Worthy Diviges, who

Cime over’ hither from En Iand thcn:- Mcnr ma be
?ore Conﬁgerab!e P S !
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I prefume the firft Intention of the Church, in Great 3

Benefices, and Digniaes, was that they mightbe fuit-

able Rewards to Men of diftingifh’d Learning, and

Merit, 1fic be not faithtuily purfued, it is no faule of
mine ; being convinced from Experienge, that thegenes
rality of Mankind are too prone to think him to have
the grearelt {hare of Parts, who has the greateft thare
ot Houours, and Prefcrment S, And if ¢very Man’s
Learning and Mgrits were to be ftrictly Canvafed, (and
the Bithops are not to be allowed the only propet
Judges ) I believe it would be the greateft difficulty
imaginable, to {trike an Unbyaffed and Impartial
ury.
) If che Bithops than muft be the allowed Judges of the
Learning and Merits of the Clergy, and they neither
think fitto provide for them, nor recommend themto
the Gorernment, upon proper Occalions; there cannot
be conceived a greater Negle& ot the T'ruft repofed isy
ih:lmﬁ nor & greater Difcouragement of Lcarning and
LAultry. : '

| Ihu)il now beg leave to addrefls myfelf to my Lords
the Bithops, the Clergy, and the Laity, upon this Oc-
cafion. |

In the firft Place then, let me moft humbly recoms-
mend it to the Confiderauon of their Graces and Lorde
fhips; whether they think they will be long able ta

fupport themfelves in the Refpe& and Efteem of the ge~

nerality of Mankind, if they treat the Inferior Clergy
with fuch Rigour and Severity, asmay tend to provoke

and deprefs them. 3

#

Though 1 hold Epifeopacy to be Neceffary not onlyto the

W ell-teing, but the uery Beiug.of the Church, yet a Bifhop,

without the Love and Affe&ion of his Clergy, is of np
greater, Weight, or Importance, than any. other fingle
Man of the fame Yearly Income. But if his Clergy concur
and co-operate with, bim,. beappears in a.very difterent
Light; a Pefon of moft confiderable Intereft and Influr
ence. . For be mull bea very, defpicablg Clergyman,
who has not fome Friends that will pitey and, affift, bim-
in Nifirc(s, and fupport him under any Vexation or
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Now it a Bifhop, in the Qpinion of the Werld,
fhould bear hard upon this poor Clergyman, he runs a
great hazard ot difobling and making all thole bis £-
nemies, who by a different ‘Conduét, and Behaviour,
mightbe made his Friends, ~e It isca{y to'tell which
fide, in Prudence, and with Regard to his own Iaterelt,
he ought to chufe. . '

. Befides, as faras L have been able to penetrate into
the Sentiments ot the Inferior Clergy ; there is not one
of them, who might not be brought to difcharge his
Duty, and Refide conftantly, by milder and more gentle
Methods, t! @1 Statutes of Compulfion; which it grieves
them to their very Souls to think, that their Spiritual
Fathers thould have thought peceffary to devife againft
them.— And they furcher hope, and verily Believe, that
they have not gencrally {o offended, that their Bifbops
fhould raife fuch a Clamour of Non-refidence againft
them; which, they are fenfible, muft appear to the
‘World, not only Scandalous, but Sinful too. '
- They Promife to make a firi& and particular Enquiry,
who they are that have thus grievoufly effended, to pro-
voke their Lordfhips agaioft the whole Body of the
Inferior Clergy, far their {akes ; with the feveral Caufes
of their Negle& and Contempt; who arc not by 2
Faculty difpenc’d with, or retained as Domeftick Cha«-
plains to fome Bifhop, or Nobleman. And, if they do
not immediately comply with their Bithops Reafo=
nable Injun&ions, declare that no one fhall be more
r;ady to give them up to Juftice, than their own Bre-
thren. - | _ | :
To whigh they, at the fame time, beg leave to add,
that nothing could more cffcGually prevail with them,
thaa the laudable Example of their own Bifhops; it
being, as they humbly conecive, as reafonable for them
to cxpelt the one, as for their Lordfhips to require,
and exa& the other. - 24

s And befides the equal Obligation, and mutual Duty;
theyate not athamed to own, they have a further View
of 'Temporal Intereft and Advantage, by their Bifhops;
conlans Refidence among them 3 namely, of beingy,

T e o e e X
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fome time or other, able to recommed themfelves to
theit Favour, for berter Préferments; by a coiftant ands
diligent difcharge of cheir Dury,in their feveral Starivus.
Of wh'ch they are rather defirous, ther Eordthips’
fhold be Eye- Witnefles ; than denend upon the uficer=
tain Charactters, 'and Reprelentations, ot {ome Fawping
Sycophants, and Parafites, who {eem to have too much
engroffed their Bifhops £ar, and convey “their fecier
Prejudices by malicions Whifpers, 1n their Lorathips
Clofets; Whichitis impoflible ever to Obviate, 7't iKe=
move ; unlefs their Lordfhips, in their grear Canaour
and Humanity,thought fict wholly to difcourage anu uif=
courtenance all ‘{ach private Whifpérs; or bring toe
Partv accufed, and his Acculers, Face to Face ; which
might End" in thé¢ Ruine of fome ufeful, and growing
Favourite ; whole felfifh Views are onlyto promore liss’
own Intereft, and advance fome neceffary Inrelligencers,
and Dependants. | . '

And chat their Lordfbips fincerly propofe to refide;
as well asthey; they hope, they need not doubt, becaule
the Noble Lord, whom they prefume tobea Bithop
p- 31. in orderto obviate an Infinuation, to miflead Peo=
ple into a Belief, “““Thac the Bifhops have themicives
“ failed on the Article'of Building their own Houfes 3
¢ wifhes to God, that the Clergy had built in the fame'

¢ Proportion: For, if that were the Cafe, he 1s per-

¢ {waded, the Bill in Qucftion, had never been thought'

*That matter, I can affure the Noble Lord, will be
Jikewife inquir’d into; as allo, whether cven fome of
thofe Bifhops, who have Houles Builr, do not, for Six
Montls ‘in the Year; chufe to make the Mecropolis the’
Seat of their Refidence ? Which Praé&ife if it can be’
juftified'by any Argumcnts, which will riot be equally
Conclufive in favour of tie Intefior Clergy,they hunibly
defire to be inform’d ? _Becaufe, in their way of Realon=
ing, to BUILD in otierto RESIDE,; and yet atternot
to RESIDE is much more unpardonable, than NON-’
RESIDENCE, for want of 3 Comfortable PlaceitoRE="
SIDE!ids - omisit § mi3d) Sadnik ssnskngH  Jnahacs
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¢ . Let'my Lords the Bithops (heretore fikCi Care, thac
they incur not the Cenfure of S, Faul, of being Inexcus
favie in thar Ruib Judgment ; if wherein they Judge
otirc1s, they Condemn chemfelves, becaute they that Judge,
A0 tuctame things; and let them oot think, who Judge
them wi.ch do fuch things, and do the fame, that tiey
fhuiil Ecape the Judgment of God : .+ 'Theo’ they may be
Tuo great, to be cal'a toan Account before any Lowet
1 ribunal. * |

*r. And yet perhapsthat may be doubtful teo; becaufe
in 2 Pamplilet Eitituled, a D (lwafive from Euting mte
Holy Oraeis, i 2 Letterto a young Gentleman ; p. 48.
we hod this Affaic Cenfur’y, and Ridiculed afcer the fole
lowing manner.  “ You fhull nowi.eld as much Pre-
¢ firment a$you plca{'c, A BISHOPRICK-——-_- A
“ MASTERSHIP .—— A'Special GOOD LIV
€9 ING in COMMENDAM-—— with Thoufands 1a
“ your Pockets — fhall betoo little for you.

«, ¢« Should your Duicefe be fome Hundreds of Miles
¢ off the Capital, there will be no great Neceflicy, thar
¢ you thould repair toit— your Agenc fhall teceive
shcyour Money, and, you fhall have it pun&ually paid in
% LTONDON ; without the leaft trouble, or Fatiguetg
' your Epdcopal Digaity.  Though at the {ame time,
1 ske the trouble of;Tranfcribing a Wit full of odd
§¢. Contents; merely. to fhew. the Nacion the differeirce
¢ between thole of Ancient Days, and thofe of Modern
 Times. It ig Intituled, a Writ to the Bifhop of
$HEREFQRD, to attend his Flock ;-and 1t he does
¢¢. not, to {cizehis Temporalities, - b, 3

~1n fhort,my, Lords, the beft and moft EffeSuat way;
to prelene the Relpe&, and Reverence that 1s die t6
your.Stations, and Sacred Conta&ers ; is to aim st no
turther Degreeof Power, which may be juftly Formid-
abic gjtherto the, Clergy or Laity; andthen both Clergy,
aud Laity will be more cafily inclined ' to fubmit to 4il

;g;a[qnablctAut.hority,v and JurifdiGion, which byche

Foly Scriptureythe: Laws of the Land, and the Canons
Qﬁ_ghc\-Church._yburLordfhips are inveited with. « For,

M,sa Gencral and approved Maxim, "Fhat whofteves
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Aim at greater Re[pe then is due, fiod alisays lefs than they
deferve. '

fOur Blefled Lord and Saviour has fet the beft Exam-
ple of True Grandeur and Humility, at tise {ame Time ;
who, in order to become Lord of AU, theught 1t the moit
Prudent Method to condefend to be Servait of A4.

Your Lordfhips, I am fure, will not {crupie to follow
that moft Noble and excellent Patron, which the Great
Shepherd and Bithop ot Souls has fet betote yous aid
at the fame time you do fo, you may be affurcd thatboch
Clergy and People will labour with a Godly Zeal, and
gencrons Emulation, to diftingmth themf{elves; by pay-
ing you all that Honour and Reverence; which you can
reafonably expe@ or defire. N

I hope I have faid nothing, that may juftly offend

our Lordfhips, ot be taken in ill part. For,I afluce yout
Lord thips,thac I am, upon Principle; a real Fricod of Epif=
copacy ; and if I am convinc’d, that I have faid any
thidg, which, by the Remotclt Infinuation, may be
thought to derogate from the Diginity of that Sacred
and Apoftolick Order: No Man fhall be more teady
go beg Pardon, and give more Publick Satisfa&ion,

\then L.

I fhall now turn from your Lordfhips to the Inferiof
Clergy, whom I' would exhort, in the Spiritof Mecknels,
rather to do their Duty, willingly and chearfully, thati

~

becompell’d toit. - The former will look with a good

Grace ; the latter, at the {ame time it is judged Neceffary,
will not be o engaging; becaufeit will be thought difa-
greeable. J am Surprized how any Clergyman of Hon=

our, or Conlcience; can think of -holding and enjoying

the Profitsof a-Benefice, without difcharging the Duty
annex’d to fuch a Station ; becaufe thislooks more liké
Polting and Fleecing than Feeding the Flock. (RS

 Were it not their Duty, ic is their Intereft in ‘the
highelt degree; becaule no Manart a Diftance, €an pres
tend to make fo mrch Tof his Tithes and Dues, as *hé
that conftancly Refides amonglt his People, and 1s belov-
ed by them; and the only way to gain Love, is to fhew

|
|
fl
|
|
a

Love and. Affection, ‘to. all thole with whom they'aré |
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Concerned. And the greawedt love is to their Sopis;
which may manitelt it felt even to Papiits, Hereticks,
and Schilmaticks,  Whe, though they are fo harden’y
and infenfible, as not to Lenfite by it, yer will be thergby
rendred withont Excule, and their Minifiers acquitted
at the "I'r.bunal of Chrift, f they have fawchtully dif-
charged their Duty, it otherwile ; be CouviGied, and
Condemuned,

In orderto this, I hope, and perfwade my f{elf, that
every Clergyman out ot a Senfe of his Intereft, as well
as Duty; will not pur his Bithop to the trouble of
obliging him to Refide:  But if there be any Glebe be.
longing to him, indeavour to Build fome fuitable, and
comfortable Place to Receive him,and his Family ; upon
the Encowragement alteady provided by A& of Pariia-
ment, It not; Apply to his Bithop for Advice and
Alliltance, how to fix himfelf moft Commouiouﬂy for
the Service he has undertuken,

Bleflcd is that faithful Steward, whom net only his
Bifhop, but a2 much greater Peifon, even his Lord,
when he cometh, fhall fiud {o doing. His Bithop may
perhaps think him worthy to be Advanced to an higher
Station 3 but his Lord Joall make him Ruler opey all his
Goodj.

Let me therefore catneftly Exhort and befcgech the
Gentlemen of the Infefior Clergy, for Confcience fake;
and as they value the Peace and Unity of the Churen ;
neither by Words, or Writing, to Aggravate or Inflame
the unhappy Difference, which at prefent feems o pre=
vail between their Bifhons, and them, But, for the
Merey-of Jefus Chrilt, rather ro {ubmit themfelves, ag
Dutifui Sons to their Spiritual Fathers: And Laboug
ff.cvcrally to Convince them, that they are ready and wil-
ling to-comply with any realonable Iajm;ftion's, they
are plealed to lay upon them,

. This, T humbly Couceive to be their Duty, whoever
imagine they would have been affecied by thofe Bijls ;
20 make the firft Acknowledgment, And I verily be.
-_llcw:? they will find it thc_ moft prydend Method to Re-
W,&ﬂd Ing'agc the E:fhe?s inthgir Favour, Who.
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as Parents, may think it beneath them, €0 Stoop to their
Children, but are willing and calic to be Reconciled,
ypon the leait Submiflion from them.

" Let ho Mifchicvous Incendiaries, by artful Whifpers,
or Virulent and malicious Writings, fuggelt to them a
Coutempt of their Bifhops Power and Authority; be-
caufe they have lately feen them, as they are picalcd to
Lixprefs 1t; Expofed and Defeated. ‘They are Encmics
who indeavour to fow thefe Tarcs, 1n hopes to Reap a
pientitul Harveft, by cur Divifion. ~The Laity who .
Low {o ftrenuonfly appear in favour of the Beneficed
Clergy againft their Bifhops; may upon another turn
of Aftairs, declare againit the Bifhops, and Clergy too.
And by Deprefling the ong, propofe more plaufibly
and cficGually to work the Downfal of the other.

‘The Clergy may perhaps {ooth themfelves with the
Notion of being Supporteis;and Pillars of the Church =
Yet let them confider at the {ame time, that the Bifhops
e the Ornament, Roof, and Covering. And whilc
‘he Conftitution lafts, the one is as Neceflary, as the
other. And if the Bifliops Zotter O Fall ; they muft, of
coutle, Totter, or Fal with them.

The Interior Clergy of themfelves, are only a Body
without a Head ; and if they fer upa Separate Interelt
from their Bithops, muift be cither Reduced to a Presby-
corian Modely or a State of Anarchy and Confufion.

But fure, the Aunual Gommemoration of the 30th. of fa~
snary, and the 29th. of May ; may be fufficient to deter all
who have a value for our moft Excellent Conftitution in
Church and State ; from running {uch hazards, asmay
by the fubtlety of Crafty and Defigning Men, embroil
us ail in Tumule, Fa&ion, and Sedition; and end ac
jaft in the utter ruine and defolation of our Church and
Nation.

How much more advifeable both for Bifhops and
Clergy would it be to follow the great Apoftle St. Peter’s
Advice, 1T Pet. v. 1, 2, 35 45 5° The Elders whkich are
among you, I exhort, who am alfo an Elder, and Witnefs of
the Jufferings of Chrift, and alfo a partaker of the Glory
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i among you, taking the overfight thereof, not by Con-
fivaint, but Willingly :  Not for filihy Lucre, but of a veady
Mind. Neithes as being Lords over Gods Heriiage, but be-
ing enfamples o the Flock. And when the chief Shkepherd
[ball appear, ye fhal recerve a Crown of Glory that fadeth not
away. Likewife, ye younger, fubmit your felves untothe elder,
yea all of You be [ubje? one to another, and be cloathed wilh
Humility ; for God refiftesh the Proud, and givethy Grace to
to the Humble, '

Let it be confidered likewife, that the {ame Apoftle
who gives fuch exccllent Advice to the Rulers and Paf-
tors ot the Church, was thrice adjured by our Blefled
Saviour after his Refurreétion, as the only Teltimony
he could give of the Love he profefled to Chrift our
Saviour, To feed his Sheep.  Fokn, N 1§, 16, X7

I hope Gentlemen, 1 have not committed any Error,

“in the State of your Cafe, nor Offended any of you ; or
if you are pleafed to convince me that I have, 1 am wil-
ling to retra&, and beg your Pardon.

And now let me Conclude, by Addrefing my {elf to
the Gentlemen of the Laity, that they would not be
Scandalized againft the true Religion and Worfhip, on
Account of the tate unhappy Divifions amonglt the Cler-
gy ; which as they arolcat firft from Miltakes, and

. Mifreprefentations on both fides, {o I am confident, they
will have as fpeedy and amicable a Conclufion ; if both
Parties as heartily concur in 2 Reconcilation, and mu-
rual Forbearance with ecach other; as, I am perfuaded,
it 1s their Duty and Intereft to de, becaufe fhould they
continue ¢ Bite and Devour one another, they may in the
End be confumed one of the other. |

But I hope, and moft heartily Pray, that both Bifhops
and Clergy may calmly confider the true Interelt and
and Welfare of the Eftablith’d Church, rather than -
dulge their private Prejudiceand Animofity. Then may
they meect again together, like Father and Son, with
mutual Compellations of Love and Duty. And the
Union be f{triéter, and the Harmony greater than ever.

So fhall the Church truly flourfh and become tervible
t0 her Adverfaries, like mznArmy with Banners., Every
» A e \ o Ll S et Prad
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Petfoft in his refpe&ive Station, zealonfly contending ta
uard againft Popery, root out Herefie, and prevent the

fucroachmcnt of Schifm . s——

~ Could 1 bur live tofce that happy Day, I fhould think

it the greatit Blefling that could poffibly happen to this

Poor Church and Kingdom; and more to be eftecemed

ana valved, than the greateft Wealth and Grandeur 5 be-

caufe the'e might be fent to us tor a Curfe, and can be
only called a Blefling, when they are rightly Applied to
gouod Ends and Purpofes, not to Riot, and Luxery, Cham-
bering and Wantomefs 5 but tor the Reliet of the Poor, and*
the Honour 2na Gloryof God.

But whatever Difficulties and - Preflures we of this
Nacion may chink we lie under, I'am confident the Pra-
étice of true Religion and Virtué would be the moft ef-
fectual Method to eatailths Bleffing of God on us, and
our Pofterity. For as the wife Man well obferves, it is
R ghreoufuefs alone that exaiteth a Nation, but Sin is a Re=

proach and Ruin to any Pecple.

~ Will you then Gentlemen, who have of late appear’d
fo {lrenionfly in the Defence and Support of the Inferior

‘Clergy, and thereby highly merited their Effeem and

Applaufe be pleafed to convince the World, that you
A& upon Principle, and not i Oppofition to the Bifh-
ops only, by youe Religious Bchaviour, and conftant
Actendance upon the Service of God: So fhall you be-
come truly PATRIOTS, and ingage the Prayers of
all the Faichfu!, that God may power down his choiceft

leflings on you and your Families, and prelerve your
Couti ry from Poverty, and Ruinfor your fakes.

Buc if there thould be found among you, any Atheifls
to deride, or Def#s to call in Queftion the Truth of
our Holy Religion 5 or any crafty infinuating Hereticks,
ot Schifimaticks, who by dividing the Clergy amongft
themlelves, Propole to Govern them che better, till in
the End they accomplifh the Ruine and Deftruction of
the whoie Body. I hope, after the Cautions I have gi-
ven, the Clergy will be {o wife to Confult the truc_Inre-
relt of the Church, and their own too; asto avoid be-

" il
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I have no Notion of any Man’s beihg a FINER
GENTLEMAN than others, merely becaufe he
Diefles beteer fince any FOP or FOOL may
do the like. Bur, in my way of Thinking, the
BEST CHRISTIAN is always to be accounted the

- FINEST GENTLEMAN, and moft qualified for

Friendfh p and Converfation And to appearin the
publick Service of GOD, with Decency and Gravity,
tends more to raife a fhuning and diftinguibing Charatler,
than to be feen at a Ball, or an Aflembly ot the great-
eft Luftre and Gaiety. As to be a faithful Servant of
the molt high GOD, and to lie proteftrate at the holy
Table, imploring Mercy and Forgivenefs, may be juftly
cltcemed a greater Honour and Favour, than to Rule
over all the World befides. May all therefore who pro-
fels them{elves Friendsand Lovers of the Clergy, believe
and ace in this Manner; and then the Clergy will have
good Reafon to efteem them as good Friends, and value
and admire them, as the greateft Ornament of Socic-
ty.

yI hope, Gentlemen, yon will pardon me this Free-
dom, and excufe the Zeal T exprels for the {ake of your
Souls ; the Redempuion of which was purchafed at no
lefs a Price, than the precious Blood of our Lord and
Saviour JESUS CHRIST. For, without the leaft re-
gard to Parties and Diftin&ions either in Church or
State, I am not athamed to own myf(elf a Chriftian ; and
am {o fully convinced that is the only {afe and certain
Way to everlafting Happine(s; that I moft heartily pray
to God, you may be all {o.

And haying exprefled fuch unfeigned Concern for your
Spiritual Weltare ; give me leave to add only one Cauti-
on more, and fo conclude.

Imagin not then, that thofe Bills of which you have
been fo apprehenfive, were devifed only by a Combina-

_ tion of Eng/ih Bifbops, out of Prejudice to this Nation.

For, though Oue, more than all the reft, appeared a
RINCIPAL PROMOTER ; and though
T hree Irifh Bifbops retarkably Diftinguifhed themfelves

by Oppofing the Bills e yet it is too Notorious
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to be denied, That many Iryb Prelates were equally
engaged in the Undertaking with the Englifh Bifhops.——
And it yon ftri&ly Inquire, I believe, you will find no
very confiderable Difterence between the One  and the
Other, with regard to the Intereft of your Country, fave
that you may perhaps imagine, your younger Children
have a better Chanee for Preterment, trom Bifhiops of
your own Kingdom, than frem Strangers.

Buc on the contrary, be pieated to Confider, that
Frifs Bifbops generally confine their Favours cto thofe of
their own Family, or Kindred ; and then perhaps you
may think, there will be at leaft, an equal hazard on
the other fide.

Now, were the Englifb Bifhops fo Generous to Refolve
unanimoufly to Promote none, but the Natives of the
Country, whofe Bread they Eat; and ftudy to find out
and diftinguifh Men of Learning and Merit. As no-
thing conld more Ingratiate them with the People of
Jreland, fo could nothing Contribute more cfteCtually to
Promote the Profperity of this Univerfity, and King-
dom. | ;

Neither need they ever.be jealous of any Irib Bifhop,
or Archbilhops being able to raife a Party againft them,
ot their Intereft ; becaufe every one of them, byfuch a
Publick Refolution, and a fuitable Praétife, together
with Acts of Holpitality and Charity, in his onccf?;
would {oon find himfelt ac the Head of s Greata Train
ot Friends, Dependants, and Followers : - Englifb and Irifb
Bifhops would then be all one, and equally Refpected, and
Reverenced.  And,

Zros Tyririfve mihi wullo Difcrimine habetur.
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Advertilerment.
Speedily will be publifh’d,

T H E Charatters of the Two Cardinals,
WOROMED, and FFAMClc.— Very

Curzous and Entcrtaining.
A NuD

A true and Exalt Aecount of all the Non-Refi-

dent Clergymen in Ireland, fairhfully Colle(Fed
and Return'd; «with an Extralt of all the Rules
laid upon them in the Vifitation Books, and their
Jeveral Excufes and Evafions to avoid Refi-
dence.—— Who are found to be but ferw in Num.

bery except fuch a5 are by Faculty difpenfed
with.
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