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AN

S S A

UPON THE

T RADE

IRELAND.:

RADE and Commerce unites in In-
| tereft and Affection the moft dif=
i tant Nations. As the Soul, ani-
g4 mating the natural Body, makes alk
the Members of it ufeful to each
% other, in Subfervience to its Main-
Ml tenance and more comfortable Sub=
* fitance: foT'rade, in the Body Po-
litick, makes thefeveral Parts of it contribute to the
well-being of the whole, and alfo to the more com-
fortable and agreeable Living of every Member of the
munity. Every Nation, every Climate from the
uinox almoft to the very Poles, may partake of
the Produce of all the reft, by means of a friendly
Intercourfe and mutual Exchangeof what each hasto

{pare.
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{pare. Thus cvc?r onc may enjoy more or lefs of
the Productions of different Countrics, according to
the Application and Induftry he ufes to obtain them.

WaAaTeEVER ill and miftaken Ufe may be made
of it by many in the World, it feems to be the De-
fire ot all Men, to live'in Affluence and Profperity,
and to have it in their Power to do Aéts of Kind-
nefs, Goodnefs and Mercy: Nor is. it prohibited by
any Precept of true Réligion ecither natural or re-
veal’ld. A Defire to gratity our {everal Appetites
and Inclinations, when we may do it without Harm
to our felves or ‘others, to enjoy our Friends with
Pleafure in this Life, and to leave thofe of our Chil-
dren and Friends, who furvive us, in a Capacity of
doing the fame after us, is inherent in our Natures,
and-perfectly agrecable to the Ends we were made
for by our good and wife Creator.

Frowm the Pleafure we take in our Neighbour’s
Profperity, when we are not blinded by Prejudice
or miftaken Views ofilntereft; we'are led'to felieve
them from the Inconvenicncies and Apprehenfions of
Want, and to defire the Increafe of their Happinefs.
"This ought to extend’ to all Mankind: But more
immediatcly , by Reafon of the Divifions, Animofi-
tics.and Diftractions which are now in the World ,
to {uch as arc more clofely link’d to us for our mu~=
tual Advantage; to thofe ‘who unite with us and afe
fift us'in the fupport of our Inteteft, in the Defence
of our Lives ane}l) Properties, by forming a Society
vuder an eftablith’d Government ‘and Laws. :

It is then every Man’s Daty, more immediately.
to promote the Happinefs of the Nation wherein he
lives, and by fuch Means as arc honeft and lawful to
cocreafc its Power and Wealth,. that it may. be the
better able to detend its People from Violence, to
rediels Injuries, to punith Crimes, to proted the
Oppretied, and relieve fuch as are in Want and D}f-
oy , . EIClS.
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tréfs. This cannot be done without Induftry, and
the Produce of fuch Induftry will be bat poor and
mean, and '1ts Ufefulnefs of very narrow Extent, if
it be not improved by the well-order’d Afiiftance of
many Heads and Handsin contriving and executing
and if thefe Fruits of human Labour and Tnduftry
be not difpers’d over the World by the Méans of
“T'raiick and Commerce. It ought therefore siore
or lcfs to be the Care of every Man, according to
the Station he is placed in, to promote fo gencral a
Good to his Country, as the Trade and Comimerce
of it. 'A flourithing Trade gives Encourdagement to
the Induftrious ; employs the Poor; ‘encreafes the
Wealth and Power of the Nation; puts it in'the
Power of every prudent and induftrious Man ' in
it, to enjoy more of the innocent Pleafures of Lifc,
- than he otherwife would, and in greater Perfe&ion;
and enables him to do more Aions of Kindnefs and
Charity both in his own and forcign Nations} dnd
by thefe Mcans, greatly promotes the general Hap-
pinefs of Manking.
IsLaxNDs, upon a double Account, are obliged
to be careful of their Commerce and Navigation,
without Navigation, they are cut off from the reft
of the World: And Ships and Sailors to navigate
them; cannot be maintained without Trade to em-
loy them. Without a fuperior Flect to repel their
.nemies, they are-alfo liable to be attack’d by their

more powerful Neighbours, and are continually ex=
ofed to the Ravages and Depredations of their
leets. Lt

As this 18 the Cafe of Great-Britain and Ircland,
whofe Interefts arc .infeparable: It is to be hoped,
that whoever endeavours to promote the Trade of
any Part of them ; or makes any Obfervations upon
it, that may occafion its being more clofely and nfe-
fully examin’d by others, will be favourably recciv’d
by the Publick. '

A3 Iuavse
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I uave feen but little as yet written upon the
Trade and Improvements of Irelaid;, by which the
Publick may come to know how our T'rade ftands
with Great-Britain and the Plantations, as alfo with
the fcvcral.forcign Countries with which we trade:
And thinking it might be of fome Advantage to my
Countty, I have attempted to ftate our Trade with
Particularity and Exaétnefs, and te make fome Ob-
fervations upon it as it now ftands; that I might at>
terwards upon that Foundation propofe what oc-
curs to me, as of Advantage to Ireland, and that
may contribute to reftore the Ballance which 1s now
viflibly againft us. ‘ |

~Wirtn this View, whilft in the Committee of
"Trade, I carefully look’d over the Ledgers in. the
Cuftom-Houfe, and took Extraéts from them for
feven or cight Years, of the moft material Imports, -
and all the Exports; in order to form proper Cal-
culations upon them, and to fet our Trade in a full
and fair Light ; that the Publick may not be impos’d
upon, but that every Perfon may ufe his own Under=
ftanding in obferving the State of the Kingdom, and
contributing to its Welfare and Profperity.

To give a more general View of our Trade, I
thall firit lay down fome general Abftracts of our
Exports and Imports, and thew how the Ballance
has ftood for feveral Years paft; I will afterwards
confider them particularly, according to their moft
material Articles, and ftate them feparately ; as alfo
according to the feveral Countries we trade to, as
they are diftinguifh’d in the Cuftom=Houfe Books;
aﬁd as I proceed make fome Obfervations on each of’
sacm. :

ABSTRAETS
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ApstracTs of Exports, Imports, and Ballance
for feveral Years, cach ending at Chriftmas.

e -

10 Y ears. Exports. Imports. Ballance. B(iﬁr;:; :
J. H /. A A

1681 | 582814 | 433040 | 149774
1695 | 295592 | 391524 95932
1696 | 398237 | 334963 | 62274
1697 | 525004 | 423182 | 101822
1698 | 996305 | 576863 | 419442

It is probable that our Exports, from the Reffo-
ration of King Charles the 11d, to 1688, did not ex-
ceed 600000 /. per Aun. which upon the Prohibition
then laid upon our exporting Cattle and Sheep alive
into England, chiefly confifted of Wooll, and the
Produce of our Cattle. From that Time to the
Year 1695, three Years after the Redudion of Ire-
land, we could ‘have little or no Trade, until the
Country began to be at Peace, and our Stock of Cat=
tle and Sheep, which had been negleéted and de-
firoy’d in thofe Confufions, were again increafed up-
on the waftc Lands. Hence it was that our Imports
that Year, exceeded our Exports ]%5932 /. which
feems to have been a confiderable Drain upon us,
and much increas’d by our Imports in the Time of
the Redu®ion of Ireland. But if it be confider’d
that the Army employ’d here, in our favour, was
paid by England, and the Irifb Army by France; it
may be eaiily conceived, ‘that there was a conftant
Influs of Money without Trade, until the Armies

| were
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were withdrawn, and the Eftablithment was paid Ey
the Revenue of the Kingdom: It was that alone
coud pay the Ballance of our Imiports and other
Draughts upon us in 1695. -

"It may be obferv’d that our Exports increas’d in
1(1519'6,_ 1697, and 16985 but our Imports. did not
rifc it Proportion, which occafion’d the Ballance in
our Favour, in 1698, (being greater than ever it
was inJreland, except in 1 7151) This Annual In-
creafe was occaﬁon’(r by our falling into the Wool-
len Manufattures, the French Rifugeesy: who fettled
with us, at the fame time laying the Foundation of
the Linnen Manufacture ; And it being alfo the fuc-
ceeding Year to the Peace of. Refwyok, Europe began
to breath aftcr a heavy War,- and Trade to revive,
which occafioned a brisker Demand for Irifh Provifi=
ons. -~ But upon checking the Export of our Wool=
len Manufacture to forcign Kingdoms;, and by laying
on, heavy Datics upon its being Exported to Eig-
land, in 1699 and 1700, equivalent to a Prohibiti-
on; moft of thofc, who were imbark’d in it, were
laid under a Neceffity of removing clfewhere; and
being piqued at the Difficulties they were laid under,
many of the Proteftants remov’d into Germany, and
fettled in the Proteftant States there, who received
them with open Arms..  Several Papifts at the fam¢
time remov'd. into the Northern Parts of Spaii
where they laid the Foundation of 2 Manufacture
highly prejudicial to England. ~Many alfo of the
Proteftants” who were imbark’d with apifts in the
Woollen Manufadture, remov’d into Franee, and fet-
tled in Rosan and other Parts. Notwithftanding

Lewis the XIVth had repealed the Edi& of Nantz,

and. forced abroad:-the French Proteftants into diffew

rent Parts of Europe, yer thefe were kindly received

by him, had great Encouragement given to them,

and, were proteted in their Religion.  From thefe

Beginnings they have in many Branches fo much im-

prov’d
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prov’d the Woollen Manufa&ures of France, as not
only to fupply themfelves, but even to vye with the
Englifh in Foreign Markets ; and by th_exr Correfpon=
dence, they have laid the Foundation for the runnj
. of Wooll thither both from England and ,I,relmzd‘
highly to the Prejudice of Britain; which pernicious
Practice is ftill- carry’d on, in {pite of afl the Carg
.. and Precautions smade Ufe of to difcountenance and
“prevent it. Thus a Check is put to the Sale of oug
gVoollan Manufactures abroad, which would have
given full Employment to all the induftrious Poor
both of Britaiu, and Ireland, had not our Manufac-
turers been forced away into France, Spain and Ger=
many, where they are now fo improv’d, as in great
Meafure to fupply themfelves with many Sorts they
formerly had trom England. The French particular-
ly are fupplanting Britain in many of the Markets
abroad ; and upon the whole, thofe Nations may be
juttly faid to have depriv’d Britain of Millions, -fince
that Time, inftead of the Thoufands Irelund might
offibly have made: which Gain, whatever it had
'Eccn, muit neceflarily have center’d in England at
laft. For had they then allow’d us to manufaGure
our Woolls, and confin’d us to the Euglifh Mar-
kets; it is not to be imagin’d we could Bave un-
derfold ‘the Manufacturers there, by having Provi-
fions cheaper, confidering Carriage, Commiffion,
Freight, €. fince it is obifervable in our gredt
Towns, where thofe Manufadtures muft have beeg
carry’d on, our Provifions for feveral Years have

been dearers than in the ManufaGuring Towns and
Counties in England.

ABsTrRACTS
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AssTrAcTs continued from 1716 to 1727, ending
Lﬂ@’-Dd)’. !
Years. Exports. Imports. Ballance. Contra Bal-
: lance.
L o s d Looso d 1.0 e l s d
1710 [ 712497 2 6;;- 554247 12 4| 158249 10 2%
1711 | 878237 4 Yozl 670948 13 83 207288 11 2
1712 889339 7 3 774420 12 63 11491814 6%
1713 | ‘890437 5 33 659665 103 230772 4 5
X714 | 1422227 7 5 | 1016122 13 7 | 406104 13 10 |
1715 | 1529765 14 13 972688 9 1iz 557077 4 2%
1716 | 1255083 7 10 | 875565 19 113 379517 7 Ioz
1317 | 1180012 10 4 | 907160 10 loi 272851 19 5%
1718 | 1115304 6 113 887758 16 63 227545 10 4%
1719 | 1038381 . 7 13 891678 § 63 146703 1 7
x720 | 859581 5 13 683364 1. 63 176217 3 7
3721 | 986346 14 2 | 730558 To, 934 255788 3 47
1722 | 1074269 12 23 829367 17 23 244901 1§
1723 | 1090675 13 5;‘; 920802 ‘t1 - 6 | 169873 1 114
1724 | 1053782 13 115 819761 13 33 234021 o 83
3725 | 1026537 6 4 | 889852 18 53 136704 7 103
1726 | 1017872 15 43| 103005916 47 12187 1 of
Total. |1802.0351 14 2 ligrigooq §5 1 l 3906347 9 1 [12187 1 oF
Medi- _
e for®ro6ooz0 13 77 830235 10 10§ 229784 2 of
7
Years. =
Total wy
f:ﬁt,hegnow“ © 73 5993747 9 2% 1205318 I 5
Years.
Medi- 2
:h“;lg‘i{ 1015580 17 23 843392 9 107F 172188 7 4%
7Years,d
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By thefe Abftracts may be obferv’d the gradual
rife of our Exports from 1710 to 1716 ; from which
Time they gradually fell to 17215 then rofe again
to 1724 ; and have fince abated to 1727.

Ovur Imports gradually rofe from 1710 to 17133
then abated a little but were very high the Year fol-
ling, then gradually abated to 1717; when they rofe
a lictle, then fell until 1720 jthence they increafed to
1723, fell in 1724, and have rifen confiderably fince,
tho” the Exports abated; and in 1726 they were
higher than they ever were before in Ireland. The
Ballance being the difference between the Exports
and Imports, muft neceffarily attend their uncertain
and irregular rifing and falling.

T ue Caufes of thefe irregular ftartings and flut-
terings in our T'rade, I take to be thefe. The Lin-
nen Manufacture has becn generally {peaking an in-
creafing Export; and tho’ fome Years it abated a
litele, upon Account of bad Markets Abroad, or by
the failing of our Seed at Home, and bad Seed im-
ported from Abroad ;. yet generally in the fucceed-
Ing Years, it increafed with double Force: it is ow-
ing to that folely, that our Exports have dimi-
- nifh’d fo little in bad Seafons, and have been gene-
rally much at a ftand; tho’ from bad Crops, and
late Harvefts, we have made confiderable Demands
abroad for Grain, to fupply our Markets.

It was the Peace cftaglif{’d throughout Europe af=
- ter a long and expenfive War, that made the Mar-
kets quick and high every where in 1714 and 17134,
There feem’d to be a new Force given to the Circu-
lation of Trade, after fo long a Stagnation. This
occafion’d a great Demand for our Provifions, rais’d
our Markets, and made our Exportsfo large.  This
rife and demand made us over-flaughter our Cattle,
and confequently diminith our Stock; which with
the Fall of Markets, by being glutted Abroad,

leflen’d our Exports the following Years. At the
B fame
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fame Time the Goods we imported were rais’d a=
broad: Wine being rais’d in France from 20 to 361
per Tun, and other Goods in Proportion: This in=
creas’d the Value of our Imports thofe Years. The
fuccceding Difturbances by the Rebellion in Greats
Britain, the Confufions in France upon calling in
and new coining their Money, and raifing their
€Coin, the Mi/fif/ip: Bubble in I‘Z;wm, and South Sea
in England, were plainly the Reafons of thé confi~
derable Fall in our Exports to 1722, by the breaking .
of Merchants, and Fall of Markets every where up=
onit. - Our Exports rofe gradually again to 1724;
which was occafion’d by two good Hatvefts, but
efpecially that of 1723, . Since that Time by bad
Harvefts and increafing Luxury, our Exports have
diminifh’d a little every Year, and our Imports have
increas’d to that Degree, as to have a Contra-Bal-
lance in 3726 of 12187:1:0% but I muft obferve that
Part of this Increafe was occafion’d by our Mer=
chants having Stock upon Hand of French Wines in
the Ifle of Man, which upon fupprefling their
Clandeftine T'rade, they were oblig’d to import i
greater Quantities than formerly.

T uus ftands our general Ballance in the Cuftom—
Houfe Books. But before T give this as a juft Efti-
mate of our Ballance upon the Produce of the King=
dom and our Demand for foreign Goods, for I can
by no Means allow it to be the exaé Ballance or Re-
turn of Wealth to the Kingdom I fhall remark how
it is enter’d in the Cuttom-Houfe Ledgers; and here
I muft do that Juftice to the Examinators, Ivir.
Foulkes and Mr. Lill, to fay, they are kept withthe
greateft Care and Regularity poffible. J")Thcy have
made it perfe@tly eafy to any one who looks intor
them to fec how our Trade is carried on, cither
ia general, or with the feveral Nations with whom
we tradc; and every Branch may be examin’d with
the greateft Eafe and Difpatch. 3
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Iw ftriking this Ballance, they have confider'd
the Price of our Exports and Imports without an
regard to Fraight, or the Merchant’s Lofs or Profit
ugon them: but have valued our Goods at the ex-
actet Medium they could by their ftri&eft Enquiry
find out, for the Year’s Export,as they are fold here
in our Markets. They likewife endeavour to find out
by Merchants and the beft Informations they can get
from other Hands, what is the Medium Value of the
different Kinds of foreigh Goods, as they are fold in
the feveral Ports and Countries we have them fromj}
énd vary the Price according as they find them to rife
or fall Abroad:; Which is the utmoft can be expeéted.
They have alfo regular Entries of the Number of
Ships and Quantity of Tunnage, employ’d in afi-
nually carrying on our Trade; % ecifying from what
Ports in Ireland, and how much Tunnage belongs to
¢ach Nation: An Abftra& of this for two or three
Years I give afterwards. But it is impracticable tor
them to give an Account of the Fraight gain’d by
each Nation’s Ships that Trade here, the Ports they
fail’d to, and the Goods they carry’d to each Place:
No more than what is already mention’d, can be
reafonably expected from them., Tho’ this will efs
fectually let us into the Increafe and Decreafe of our
Exports and Imports in the feveral Commodities
fent Abroad, which are enter’d at each Port, and in
fuch as we have from Abroad which pay Duty, and
are not imported by Stealth; yet that is all: and we
may be pretty well affur’d, that our Imports ex-
ceed what are enter’d in their Books; we may even
give a tolerable Guefs of what Kind of Goods the

ctarns are cxat, and what not, by the Height of
the Duty and Conveniency of ftealing them in,accord=-
ing to their Bulk and Value. As for Inftance, in
Bone-Lace, Cambricks, Silks, Calicoes and Hqllands,
the Value and fmall Bulk contribute to their bcing‘

tafily imported by Stealth; as alfo Tobacco an
B2 Brandy
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Brandy, tho’ bulky, yet the high Duty, and their
not being in danger of being {poil'd by the Carri-
age, will occafion their being Run in upon us, not-
withftanding that Bribes, Seizures, and cheap Sale,
generally eat away the whole Profit ; and fearce one
i an Age is known to have dy’d rich of thofe who
have follow’d fo pernicious a T'rade. |

Uron the whole, we muft Ballance Goods Im-
%ortcd by Stealth, with fuch as are fo Exported:

or where Prohibitions, Difficulties, orhigh Duties
are laid upon Goods Exported ; there are alfo Peo-
ple who will export by Stealth, that would not im=
port in that Manner; contenting themfelves with
this Salvo, that the Crime is lci% in this Cafe than
that of Importation, fince it {eems to be an Advan-
tage to the Kingdom to export as much as poffible,
which, except in Exporting the Primums of Manu-
factures, will employ more Hands at Home ; where-
as a too great Confumption of foreign Goods and
Manufaétures is a certain Prejudice to the Kingdom;
in this therefore we can be at no Certainty, but
muft Ballance the one with the other.

T'ne next Thing to be confider’d in ftriking the
Ballance, is the Profit or Lofs, Merchants have by
our Goods Exported ; whether they are Exported
™ foreign, or our own Ships; whether upon Com-
miffion or at Rifque of our Merchants. As to the
firft, we are fure of the Imports, but not of the Ex=
ports ; Lofles at Sea are not allow’d for: If either
the Exports or Imports which are loft belong to
our Merchants, it is a National Lofs ; If carry’d on
by Commiffion or thip’d by Forcigners, then Ireland
1s not concern’d in the Lofs. If they got fafe to Port,
and meet with a bad Market, our Irip Trade will
feldom afford fending them to another Port to try to
better the Sale, but there they fell either for Profit
or Lofs as it happens; and then the Merchant makes
up his Lofs by the Sale of what he imports in Re-

turn
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turn and the Confumer at home muft pay his Lofs:
fometimes Correfpondents Abroad break ; Ships are
arrefted, feiz’d or confifcated; thefe are heavy
Charges upon Trade, yet we may reafonably hope
that the I?reight at leaft is fav’d; otherwile Mer=
chants would deal with ready Money, and fend over
Bills, as is too often done with our Trade with
France.

Tuus in firiking our Ballance as done in the
Cuftom-Houfe, we are fure if we err; it is on the
right Side, and in regulating our Trade, by putting
Difficulties upon the Confumption of Watting and
Luxurious Imports, and giving proper Encourage=
ment to increafe our Exports, and to plant, and
manufa&ure at home, that we may leflfen our Im-
ports from abroad, we will find it reafonable not to
depend too much upon any farther Profit made up-
on our Exports, but rather upon our Freight.
If we confider this only in proportion to the Tun-
nage of our own Shipping employ’d, which is at the
Medium of 37453 Tuns in 181901, not much ex-
ceeding £ of our Exports, we will not find a great
Sum to be added to the Profit as return’d by the
Ballance in the Cuftom-houfe Books.

Iwice here give an Abftra of the Number of
Ships employ’d for fome Years to export and im=
port the Goods and Commodities we deal in, with
their Tunnage, viz. |

Years
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A e
Years | T_utsul:ag |
commen= |ay « : of Ships.
oo dy_ShlpsN". Tuns, At a Me-
day. dium,
1714 3081 161115 | 52 .27
1719 | 3341 | 135887 40 .67
1720 3167 | 187041 | 59 09
1721 | 3334 | 158414 42153
1722 | 3657 | 286504 | 78 .36
1723 4012 | 173086 | 43 .30
1724 | 3829 | 170273 | 44 .46
T&:al——-- 24'42} 1273310 :
Medium. | 3488 7\ 181901] 52 .14

I mus here obferve; that in the Year 1721, Wae«
terford was not return’d but taking the Tunnage that
Year of 7400, as the Medium of the other Years,
the Amount isas above. The Ships and Tunnage
1724 1s alfo imperfe&t: Dingle, Donaghadee, Droghe=
da, and Killibeggs not being return’d, © But allowing
them at the Returns appearing in other Years, their
Number and Tunnage are as above ; of which the
Englifp Tunnage amounts to 96924, Seotch 17951,

and Irifb 38513,

€& Note, Thefe are all Decimal Fracions beyond the
Point, thofe who don’t underftand them, may fafe-

ly omit them, they being only 155 OF 555 of an
Unite, |

The
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The TonNNacE of different Nations in 1722 and
- 1723 was as follows:

In-1722.1 Tuns. |In 1723.1 Tuns.
Englifh | 218299 96440
Seotch 18355 | 10247
Irifb 33312 42136
Danifb | 11201 | 9202
Dutch 2444 301§
Freuch 2868 1 275%
Spanifh 115 20§
_Total. -—— 286504 173086
r— " ,

Tne—

By thefe may be feen the Proportion the feveral
Nations around us bear to ours, in the Carriage and
Freight of our Goods, apd Imports; by which we
may obferve, a great Part of the Profit of our Trade
gocs away in Foreign and Britifh Freight ; and ’tis
@ ftrong Prefumption much alfo by Commiffion.

I THoveuT it would not be unacceptable alfo to
annex the Proportion’ of Ships and Tunnage in the
feveral difcharging Ports in Ireland : by which Means
an Obfervation may be made, how our Trade ag
home ftdnds among our felves, and what Proportion
our trading ‘Towns feverally have in our Exports

and Imports, which for the Year 1723 ftood thus,

Baltivore
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111}88 Tuns.

Baltimore 38 | 1193 I.imerxck 7Ld- 344
Belfaft 370 | 9180 Londonderry| 58 9.28%

Colerain 34 796 !Ro/j 27 | 1501
Cork 690 | 36 5;6 Sligo 18 ggo
‘Dingle 1 6 288 Strangford: | 31| 1112
Donaghadee| 53 876 Waterford | 176 | 7554
Daublin 1834 | 90758 Wicklow 21 709

Drogheda | 185 | 4715 Wexford 21 640
Dundalk 232 | 4302 Youghall 1 3553
Gallway 46 | 2280
Killibeggs 6 355 474 | 20453
Kinfale. 44 | 2214 3538 1153533

_’;5'38 15353:7;!']:‘0(?31. ‘4012 17398&

Havixe thus given a fhort View ot the Ship-
ping and Tunnage employ’d in our Trade; I fhall
next fubdivide our Fxports, and range them under
their feveral Heads ; v:z. the Produce of Cattle and
Shccp, of Grain, Flﬂl, Linnc:n, Rapc; others not
reduceable to thefe Heads, as Iron, Wood, &€9. and
Goods re-exported. Of each of thefe in their order.
Firft I will give an Abftract of our Produce from
our Grazing, making a Diftinction betwixt Sheep and
other Cattle, for eight Years ending Lady-Day 1727,
and ftrike Mediums as I go along.

An
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An AssTracT of the Value of the Produce of
Cattle and Sheep Exported.

2 .-
Years, | Produce of Cattle. | Years, | Produce of Sheep
W ol < doke B
1719 §30830 16 7 1719 109942 8 1
1720 445946 10 3 1720 89401 1I .0
1721 485699 13 5% 1721 135196 11 1%
1722 506337 6 lox 1722 162476 3 4%
1723 50296z 14 107 1723 | 187284 3 4
1724 524710 11 23 1724 132148 19 Iy
1725 | 505769 o 5% | 1725 95730 13 1%
1726 | 475937 19 8% 1726 | Ioio42 7.9 ..
Total 3976194 13 54 Total 1014122 12 113 =
Medium 497024 6 8 Medium 126752 17 1

. Medium of Cattle and Shegp

623777°.3 9

-

The Produce of the Exports of Grain and Fifh.

Fifh.

Yedrs. Grain. Years.
e B s & & k.
1719 56145 o 1I 1719 15169 16 6
1720 44253 2 47 1720 13669 10 9.
1721 38208 15 8% 1721 12055 1o 2%
1722 17664 12 ni 1722 16246 17 5§
1723 154 35 8% 1723 11313 12 I0
1724 47410 4 1 1724 15713 9 7
1725 18515 3 9 1725 17544 10 ©
1726 27005 2 &% 1726 15911 16 6
Total " 291356 5 10z | Total 117625 3 %
14703 2 11 _

_Medium 36419 10 8%

Medium

hhhhhh

"The
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The Produce of the Exports of Linnen and Rape.

Years. Linnen. 5 Years. Rape.

o ¥ Bl o 4. 4
1719 268021 13 o
1720 21421713 6 1720 7383 8 4
1721 259519 8 o 1721 2234 0 O
1722 312964 12 o 1722 621 10 ©
1723 281549 35 6 1723 450 o O
1724 2755%3 9 lo 1724 1464 o o
1725 323628 16 o 1725 10849 o o
1726 342295 o 9 1726 2205 13 2
Tetdl' 2297 /701 6Y~% Total 25207 I 6
Medium 284721 5 93 Medium 3601 1 7%
[E— . -

The Prodﬁcc of the Fx-

ports of Iron, Wood,| The Produce of Goods
&¢. not redueeable to Re-exported.
the former Heads. '
Years. Years.
IO e L s d.r
1719 16073 I 5 1719 42198 10 77
1720 27217 14 Iog | 1720 34762 8 9z
1721 17904 6 23 1721 35528 9 4%
1722 21381 ‘9 113 1722 36506 19 S8z
1723 22277 1 .83 | 1723 42684 3 5%
1724 24872 9 11 1724 31889 10 27
1725 21659 2 7- 1725 32840 9 4z
1726 14905 14 3z 1726 39669 © 973
ol | 166291 1 o ~ | Total 296079 12 4%
__Medium 20786 7 97 Medium 37009 19 o
Traacmex ] = TEaeame™

————
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Txus may be feen the annual Profit arifing to the
Nation at a Medium of 8 Years of our feveral Ex-
ports, viz. from Cattle and Sheep, which Includes
our grazing ; from Agriculture, Fifh, Linncn Manu-
facture, other Goods not reduccable to thefe Heads,
as Iron, Wood, &9¢c. and from Goods re-exported.

Here alfo follows for the Satisfaction of thofe
who would more nicely obferve the Profit upon our
grazing Farms, an Account of the moft material Ar-
ticles under that Head, at the Medium of their Quan~-
tities and Values, viz, 0 ;

N® ata
Medium.
be . tide s
Beef, Barrels, - - = 135270 120771 16 4
Butter, Hundreds, - = 16;3123 161;8;. 5

: Raw, - = = 781033 44934 I0
Hides, {Tam;’d, - - 66653% 51678 12 10%
Tallow. Hundreds. 51274 64254 2 4
Calve Skins. Dozeus. 116033 13924 13 6}
Barrels of Pork - = = 10322%¢ 16000
Baconand Lard, = = = - = - 99510 8
Candles, - = = = ~ 6286 19 11

Soap, - WG oy - - 600

Cheefe, = e N e = 3450 90
Goats and Kid Skinsy, - - - = 1100 O O
Horfes, = =~ = = = 3806 o0
Rabbit Skins, =~ - ~ = 4100 O O
Wooll reduc’d to !
the Stane of 461 L R e R
1 rn at] |

Wolo AL yago sty 8
ng;d Rt at}' %6219 62423 10 ¥}
Sheep and Lamb Skins, = =~ = - 6844 16 23
Manufa&ure from Sheep, viz.

Frize, Flannel, Glew,] _ _ - A

Gloves, and Hats, | o i R |

G 3 THERE
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Tyere are fome other trifling Articles not worth

. gcnt‘.ioning, fuch as Horfe and Cows Hair, Ox
Bones, Greaves, &c. & | ' 2

" HawviNe given thecleareft View I could of the

Produce of our Grafs, J fhall next give the Propor-

tions of our Produce upon Grafs, Agriculture, ¢3c.

to the whole, and confequently to each other.” =

The Medium of our whole Ex- 1y otk Hiagid, 2
~‘ports for 7 Years as before, bc‘-;‘gl"l 5580 17 23
mng ok L ey

5 :
The Produce of Cattle .13} 3 "1
to the whole as 47
of Sheep to thf:}124

° whole as
m=m-—-of Cattle and Sheep? . .

" Join'd as e j&"
om0t Grain as 3% 1.
=————0f Fifh as 14 +To1oce

Of Linnen the laft Year’s

" Produce may be‘taken at( | ;
the Medium, it being as3~"7 :
rifing Export, as

Of other Articles as Iron)

"~ Wood, €. as -

Of Goods Re-cxported as ™~ 36

L—-—; = g

Tue Produce of Grain if none had been Imported
{tands as above. But as morec has been Imported of
late Years than Exported, it ftands for nothing:
there having been before Lady-Day 1727, at a Me-
dium of fix Years, Imported upon 4 Articles, viz.
Wheat, Flower, Malt, and Barley, to the Value of
39063/. whereas in the Exports here, all Things
produced from Grain are included, wiz. Beer, Ale,
Aquivite, Bread, "Oatmeal, Hair-Powder, Starch,
with the {cveral Kinds of Grain befides. e
; Imuss

¢
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I mu st obferve here that as Linnen pays no Duty
outwards, the Merchants may impofe upon the Of=
ficers in their Entry, and put more in their Permits
than the Quantity exported, and that for thefe Rea-
fons, by thefe Means feveral Merchants may make
ufe of the fame Permit to {ave Fees, fo a Merchant
enters as much more than he has to export, as he
imagines he may expect from other Merchants to be
fhipp'd of by that Permit ; which it he procures ’tis
well, it not, he pays nothing on Account of it ; but
informs his Correfpondent of the Quantity fhipped
and exported. Another Reafon isj that Merchants
love to perfuade the World they haye great Bufinefs,
fo they enter above the Truth when it cofts them

nothing, and appear to deal in %featcr Quantities, oy
" at leaft to have greater Commiffions than they actu-
ally have. '

Trurs by Order of the Commiffioners of the Re-
venue, is better regulated than formerly; and fome
Difficulties put upon them if they make falfe Entrics,
by obliging them to take out new Permits, in cafe it
exceeds the Quantity exported. So for the future
we may expect more exact Entries; there being lefs
exported in the Year ending Lady=Day 1728, than
the foregoing Year; it is believ’d to be more owing
to the rcd:if%ing that Abufe than to any Decline ot
the Manufa&ure. Upon the whole we may depend
upon being rather within the Valuc of our Linnens
and Yarn Exported than otherwife: Since at a Me-
dium the Cloath is valued at 12 4, per Yard, and the
Yarn at the fame Price per Pound : Which if the Yarn
at a Medidm be 3 Dozen in the Pound, is but 44. per
Dozen; a low Price, and rather below the common

Medium of the Markets.

I smarr next confider the Nature and Differences
of the Profits and Benefits arifing to the Kingdom
from the feveral before mention’d Heads of Export,
miz. Pafture, Agriculturc, Fifherics, Manufaltures,
{ N JUE S Ty P ’ sy \ : . and
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and Re-exports; in which I fhall begin with Grazing,
the leaft benefictal of our Exports, tho’ it makes up
the greateft Article in our prefent Trade. |
I~ confidering this; I fhall fhall irlt divide the
Profit arifing from Grazing, into its two chief Arti-
cles, viz. our Exports upon the Produce of Cattle
and Sheep, treating of each feparately s and after-
wards of all Pafture together. , |
‘T'rne Medium of our whole Exports upon Cattle
being 497024/, 65, 84, the Produce of black Cattle
or Kine, when Horfes, Swine, Goats, and Rabbits
arc deducted, amounts to 471023/ 16s. whilft the
only Goods of their Produce, exported manufac-
tured, are tann’d Hides, value 642547 25 44.
Candles 62864 195, 114. and Soap about 600/ of
which the Profit upon Tanning as computed in
the Cuftom-Houfe Books, being 35 per Hide, is
10335/ 145, 6d.3 and the Profit upon the other
Articles inconfiderable, ~
Si~ce then there are 135270 Barrels of Beef ex-
ported; if we fuppofe the Oxen to weigh 400 w?,
one ‘with another, one Ox will fill two Barrells, and
confequently there are 67635 flaughter’d for Export,
s they ought to be five Year old when fold for Ex-
port, I fuppofe every Ox will take § Acres of Grafs
and Hay, blending our rich and poor Lands toge-
ther, to feed him till he is of Age ready for Slaugh-
ter, and his Dam whilft he is a Calf; "
I'ue Number of Acres then employ’d in feeding
{o many, would amount to §41080. Su ppoling from
cach Cow at a Medium 100 Weight of Butter may.
be made annually, there being 161123 Hundred of
Butter at 2 Mediam exported, there will be the fame
Number of Cows to furnith it, which at an Acreand
a Half per Cow to maintain them, will amount ta
241684 Acres, employ’d that way ; fo that without
confidering how many Cows will be requifite tg
rear the Number of Calves, that muft from time tq
timg
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time fupgly this Number of Milch Cows, there
will be 782764 Acres employ’d in Grazing, to ex-
port the Value of 471023/ 16s. 0d. which will not
tully amount to 12s. od.! per Acre Plantation
Meafure, ot 7 Yards to the Rod; there is alfo 4971
weight of Cheefe Exported, which at 200 weight per
Cow, will reduce the above Value to 12 s per Acre.
But even this is not neat Profit to the Nation, for
Salt and Cask muft be deduéted. The Value of
the Wood, each Cask at one Shilling, the Cooper-
age, being no lofs would amount to 148194 135.04.
Salt (Half a Bufhel Value Sixpence per Cask) 7409 /4
165. 64. Thefe two Articles being Subftracted from
the above Sum, the neat Profit upon Cattle will
amount to no more than 448794 /. g 5. 6 d. which
will reduce the Profit per Acre'to 11 5. 4.1

I'r we thould compute the Number of Bullocks
by the Number of Hides Exported, they would

amount to 144379, and the Acres employ’d would
be above 13350000: but I {fuppofc wc don’t makec
ufe of Half the Hides at Home of fuch as we
kill to fupply our Markets, which makes up the
Number of Hides Exported. Alfo from the Profit
-allow’d by Tanning, fhould be taked a Proportion
of the Value of Bark imported 3 the Value of what
is imported annually at a Medium, amounting to
16116/ 105. 34. which will ftill more abate the
- Profit per Acre. |

Ismarr next confider the Profit to the Nation
arifing from Sheep, which at a Medium amounts to
126752/, 175, 14. of which the Wooll being Izg 6;90
Stone, at 16 Pound to the Stone, amounts to 40861 7,
165. 94.% the Medium Price being about 6s. 74.
per Stone. . The weollen Yarn 27240 Stone, at Va-
lue 14269/ 8s. §d.is nearly 10s. §4.% per Stonc;
the worfted Yarn 76219 Stone, at Value 624237
105. 7d.; is nearly 16s. 44.% per Stone; the Value
- of the Sheep and Lamb-Skins, is computed at a
Medium
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Medium at 68442 16s. 24.} 5 and all the Manufacs
turec made of Sheep, that we are allow’d to export,
by Reafon of high Daties, wviz. Frize, Flannen,
Gloves, Glew, and Hats, at 4 Medium, amounts to
gbout 19532 OF58 #LV% PRI

T ue Wool, worfted, and woollen Yarn exported
amounting 4t 4 Medium to 227049 Stone} if three
Sheep at a Mediuni be allow’d to produce a Stone
of Wool, whereas in fome Sheep-countries they al-
low four, there would be 681147 Sheep fed to pro-
duce that Quantity of Wooll. If four Sheep at a Me-
dium in fuch Sheep-walks are allow’d to the Acre;
it would také 170286 Acres to maintain them;
which proddcing 1 1'75%4 /. 1§s. 104. 5 1s nearly13s.

d.} per Acre, anhual Profit to the Kingdom. Thé

alue to the Farmer, is fo much moré as what, hé
fells them for to fupply the Market, which may be
fuppofed at four Years 6ld ; o that once in four
Yecars he may fell his Stock," from 6s. to 12 5.
cach, which at gs. the Medium, would come to
25, 3d. more per Acre: So the Profit of the Far-
mer may be computed about 16s. per Acre, except-
ing Accidents,by Death, €3¢, The Lambs by. their
Wooll fully pay their Grafs; and make no Deduction.

SverosiNe 25805 Hogs td fill 10322 Barrels,
the Number of Barrels of Pork exported, about 8o
Pound weight each Hog, which at fix to the Acre,
confidering how they are generally ftd dpor Trath;
and Grounds otherwifc of no great ufe, we may fup-

ofe 4300 § Acres employ’d by them annually, the
groﬁt trom them arifing, being at a Mediam com-
puted at L. 16000 : 00 : co, and they being fuppos’d
2 ; Ycars old when kill'd, there would then be
107524 Acres to maintain them, till ready to be
fatted; which would come nearly to 1/ 0s.74.}
per Acre, out of which is te be deduced the Grain
us'd in fatting them. |

T ue
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T ue Horfes fent Abroad, at 2 Medium, 475 pee
An. at 10 Acres per Horfe to maintain him and his
. Dam when he is young, and to feed him till old
enough for Sale, would come to 4750 Acrcs, which
at 8/. for each Horfe when Sold; would produce
%6 5. annual Profit per Acre, |
Tuvus the whole neat Produce upon Cattle or
Grazing in general, after deduéting 2 003%4 12 5.
6 4. for the Salt and Casks madc ufe of for the Béef,
Butter, and Pork, without fubtrading any Thing
upon account of Bark ufed in Tanning} will amount
to 600773/, 11s. 03d.and the Acres employ’d in
E:'oducing it 9685524, without allowing any to
" Rabbits or Goats, which comes nearly to 125, 54.
per Acre.
T ne next Thing I propos’d to confider, was the
Profic arifing from Agriculture, and to thew
the difference between the Profit to the Publick, of
Lands employ’d that way, and that of Grazing or
Pafture. QOur Exports upon that Branch are thame-
fully fmall, and our Imports as large. Our Exports,
Rape included, not exceeding at a Medium 40020/
125 43td. and our Imports upon four Articles,
Wheat, Barley, Malt andP Flower, as:1 obferved be-
tore, were 3905 3/. and That before the Years 1727
and 1728, when our Imports grew confiderably
higher, upon account of the Scarcity in the Norzh.
Foreigners well may believe, we are either not
thoroughly peopled, our Lands and Climate not fit
for Agriculture, or that no Profit can be made by
Tillage equivalent to that of Pafture.
. T o make this more obvious, I fhall fubdivide the
Head of Agriculture, and confider the fubdivifi-
ons feparately. To begin then with the Profit up-
on an Acre of Wheat, Plantation Meafure, which I
always follow, it being our Statute Acre. This
Acre has 7 Yards to the Ro]d), as the Englifb has §i,
‘ the
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the Proportion betwixt them therefore is as 49 to
303, or 8 to § nearly: I will firft compute it ae-
cording to our common way of Tillage, ahd then ac-
cording to the way PYmPOS,d by Mr. Pearfon, by
the Eunglifb Wheel-Plows ; and will Eftimate  the
Charge upon it nearly as he has put it in his little
"T'ract of Tillage. |

AN Acre of Wheat then yiclding 7 Barrels Bri/~
tol Meafure, computed at 12's. per Barrel for Expor-
tation, would amount to 4/. 4s5. 04. By fallowing, a
Year’s Crop being loft, the ¢ is the {;aluc of the
Acre per A’gn. amounting only to 2/ 25. 0od. Now
tis plain that except Seed and Repairs, all the ‘reft
is clear Gain to the Nation; for the Maintenance of
fo manyHands, and Cattle, is Part of the Benefit and
Profit of the Publick. So'the Seed and Repairs (not
exceeding 20 5. for two Years) that is 10 s. per Aun.
being deduéted, there will bea national Profic of 1 /.
12 s.0d. per Ayn.butto the Farmer, above his Labour,
computed when fown at 1/, 3s5. 24. to which add
his Seed, Rent, Tythe, Weeding, Reaping, Threfh-
ing and fending to Market at 2 4 35, 64. the Gain
1s but 0 /. 175. 44. which is 8s.84. per Ann. over and
above all his Rent, Tythe, Labour, &7 If Wheat
fold for 15s. per Barrel, he would then gain o/ 175.
84. per Aun. thus by the worft way of  Tillage,
when the Markets are at the lowett, includin
Tythe and Rent at 9s. per Acre, thereis o/ 17 5. 8 4.
anhual Profit, over and above the People maintain’d,
who are neceflary to till and manure it.

Bur if we take Tillage in a proper Light, and
confider it as plow’d after the Englifh and beft Me-
thod;  then the Expence of Plowing, Seed, Rent,
Tythe, and all Charges, ’till fent to the Market,
will not exceed 2/ 165. §5d. 3 and the J)roduce up-
on an Acre may reafonably be computed at 12 Bar-
rels per Acre,| which would amount to 7/ 4s5. 0d.
fo the neat Profit would be 44 7s. 64.5 and the

annual
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annual Profit 2. 3s5. 94. § to the Farmer, to the
Publick all the Remainder as before, except Seed
and Repairs; which would be above 3/ §s5. 0d.
per Ann. national Profit: An Acre of Rye in coarfer
and higher Grounds, may reafonably be computed
at ; ot the Wheat; tho” fome account it as good, hav=
ing generally more Barrels upon the Acre.

‘T'ue Expence of an Acre of white Peafe, in Plow=
ing, Rent, Tythe, &f¢. until fit for the Market, is
about 1/. 145s. And at cight Barrels per Acre, and
12 5. per Barrel, there would be néat Profit 3/ 25,
%cr Ann. Beans above 2/. 0 5. 04. Gray Peafe the fame

arley at Gs. per Barrel about 2/ 105. 0d. and Qats
about 1/ 10s5.04d.

By thefe Computations may be feen how much
more profitable Tillage is to the Kingdom than
Pafture. The Profit upon Pafture at a Medium
does not exceed o/l 125. §d. per Acre: Whereas
the loweft upon Agriculture is 1/ 105. 04. neat
Profit to the Farmer, the higheft 3. os. 04. when
the Markets are at the loweft, over and above all
Charges. Rent, Tythe, &% the Expence of Fur-
niture and Repairs to be deduéted. - The national
Profit and Power is alfo vaftly increas’d by employ-
ing fo many more Hands in the Management of it,
and in making the Utenfils belonging to it; it is rea=
fonable to belicve that ten Acres in Tillage will give
one Family full Employment, whereas (except
where Dairys are kept) in Pafture 200 would not.
Confequently 200000 Acres under Stock, would not
afford Employment for above 1000 Families, and fo
much in Tillage would employ 20000. I may alfo
venture to m, that by Fropcr Management, in
fowing Grafs Sceds, €9¢. if a due Proportion of
Land be induftrioufly til’d, fuppofe i, the % re-
maining in Grafs, will breed 'and maintain as many
Cattle as the whele would do without proper
Tillage. D2 INCE
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. Sixcs Gardening and Planting is of the fame
Nature with Agriculuture, but in a higher Degree
ufcful, being more profitable, and employing more
Hands: The Orchards in Fruit to make Cyder, and
other home made Wines, that may prevent Imports
of Wine and Brandy; and the Kitcgcn Gardens, in
fupplying us with Roots and Greens, which faves
{o, much more Grain for Export ; as alfo Plantations
of other Kinds, fuch as Woad, Weld, Saffron, Li=
quorice, Madder, Hops, Teafills, €. cach of which
will yield at the loweft from § or 67 per Acre, ta
neax 604 cléar Profit: There can be no occafion to
make Eftimates of them here. |

‘PranNTAaTIONS Of barren Timber being {o new
ceflary an Article; the want of which is at leaft
400004 per Apn. Expence to us in our Imports: By
employing Grounds not fo proper for other Thi
that way, we would at leaft have the Rent of the
Land at compound Intereft, if they thrive; and

reat Part of the Time there is no Ifo of the Pa=
fture. Confidering the Improvement i gives other
Grounds alfo. by Shelter, it is furprifing it is not
much more taken notice of and n ihto. But E
fhall afterwards give fome Reafons fog our fail«
ing hercin, and propofe a Remedy which would:
cficitually anfwer; tho’ I am afraid we wont be
fo kind to our Country and Pofterity as to follow
1t.

"I ne next Thing I propos’d to confider, wasour
Exports upon Fifh, and the Benefit arifing to a Na=
tion from. Fitheries, particularly to Hlands; which
- I may fay, by Providence are defign’d to have that
Advantage, from thein Situation, for their better
Support and the Increafe of their Wealth and Power..
But "tis with Concern I muft fay it, that our Exports.
upon this Article are fmall to a thameful Degree, to.
shc lalting Reproach of the Nation.: Albowing to our-

v ¥4 3 Indolence



{227}

Indolenee and fupine Negligence, in not attempting.
and profecuting fo beneficial a Branch of Trade,
which would vaftly inereafe our Commerce; we be-
- ing as happily fitaated for it as any Country in the’
“gorl'd, itain cxc’:;‘ﬁtcd; and perhaps I may fay
nearly equal to it, The whole produce of the l;‘{ 1{lie-
ries would be an Addition of Wealth to this King«
dom, deduéting Salt and Cask, and by planting, the
latter might inf Part be fupply’d at Home. -
“Qur Exports upon this Head, don’t exceed.
#4703 /- 2 5. 114. at a Medium of eight Years;
whereof our Salmon alone amounts to from 8 to
30,000 A Herrings from 3 to 4o00/, Hake about
2000/ Ling 400/. and barrel’d Cod 100/ tho” we'
might with Reafon expe& 100 times as much of e-
very Kind but Salmon. If we confider the Numbesr.
of s and Ships employ’d in providing every*
Thing ncceflary for a Fithery, where it fucceeds,
as Salt, Casks, Materials for Nets, L‘ines? &7¢e. and
Ships to export the Fith, we will find it 1s the beft
Article in T'rade for increafing our Sailors and Na~.
vigation, and it C{lields a very great national Profit,
- when an inconfiderable Gain is acquir’d by private
Perfons. But defigning to treat of it, more at large,
feparately and atterwards, in another Tract; T will,
tura to another Axticle, which at prefent is very
defervedly our Darling. *Tis the only one we arc.
unconfin’d in, and: it faves us from being Bankrupts;
which otherwife our Extravagance, and the Demands
and Draughts upon us would have long ago brought
about. It isour Hempen and Linnen Manufactures;
but particularly our Linnen; our Exports upon
wlﬁcgaaﬁ a Medium of the laft 8 Years amounts to
9.‘8?721 /. 55. 9d. 5 but as it is an improving Ma-
nufackure, we may take che laft Years xport as the
loweft Medium, T hope, for any fuceeding Years,
along"with thefc foregoing, viz. 342295 /. 0o 5. 00-

Ix

v
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Ix order to make the Growth of this Manufaéture

and the Profit thence arifing more vifibly appear, I
will confider how this Branch ftood in 1701, at

which Time there was exported
: k% . 4
Linnen Cloth Yards 1880c0. Value 14112 © ©

Linnen Yarn bundred weights 7821

1¢9. 16/. Value }39106 18 4

Total. 53218 18 4

Tuis hath gradually rifen to Lady-Day 1727,
when the Yards of Linnen Cloth Exported in 1726,

were 4768889 2. Value 238444/. 9s. 9d..

Linnen Yarn that Year bundred wt. 17287 3¢. 4.
Value 103726/ 115. 04,

Stockings Dozens, 124. 124/. 0s. Od.
Total, 342295% os. 9d.

So our Manufactures fince 1701

have increas’d, }289076 J 2y 84,
'The Manufaéture of Linnen

and Stockings is increas’d, }224456 Lo 9s. 9d.
Notwithftanding which our Ex-

ports upon Yarn has encreas’ 64619 /. 125. 8.

Turs Manufacture, except about 24400/ paid
abroad for Flax, Flax-feed, }E’otaih and Soap; 1s all
clear Gain to the Nation; fo we have at leaft 317900/
neat Profit by it.

I oBser v’ before that the Grofs Export of Lin-
nen was above § of all our Exports, it being as 337
to 1000; to our Exports upon Cattle without in-
cluding Shecp as 337 to 489, or as 668 to 1000

nearly ;

-
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ncarly; to our Exports upon Pafture in general in-
cluding Sheep (wherein our little Manufactures of
Tann’d Leather, Spinning of Wooll, and other {mall
Manufactures of Sheep, as Glew, Gloves, Hats,
Frize, and Flannen, arc included) as 337 to 613, or
548 to 1000 nearly; which is above one half. Bat
this is not all; let us confider how much is fav’d to
the Nation in leflening the Quantity of Holland and
Linnens imported from abroad, and of Callicoes, b
the home Confumption of our ftamp’d and ftrip’d
Linnens; I bclicvcg fhall be within Bounds it I com-
pute them before the Rife of thefe Manufaétures
among us at §00oo/. more than are now imported;
and as our Numbers fince the Reduétion of Ireland
in 1691 are increas’d about ! in the Manner we arc
fupply’d with Linnens, 8oooo/. would not now be fuf=
ficient for us; I fhall only beg Leave by a Computa-=
tion in one Inftance to ma{c it highly probable I {peak
modeftly of what we fave in this Article of Impor-
tation: And that by fhowing how much is {pcnt
among us of our own Manufa&ure of this fort, in the
Article of fhifting. In this inftance to make my
Computation appear far within the Truth, I fhail
but allow one Shift per Ann. to each Perfon in the
Kingdom, whereas I am inform’d by labouring Per-
fons that two will fcarce fuffice, and moft of them
take three. The Linnen made ufe of in fhifting the
loweft Rank of Men, (who being the Bulk of the
Kingdom, all Computations of this Kind are fafeft
and neareft the Truth, when the Rich who are the
feweft in Number, are lump’d with them in the Cal-
culation) is Cloth of } or ; broad, which is gene-
rally fold from 154. to 175. 64. per Score, or%‘rom \
9d. to 104.; per Yard; here I thall compute it at
10d. per Yard, 3 Yards goes to a Woman’s Shift,
and 34to a Man’s; but as the Number of Perfons
under fisteen, are nearly equal to thofe above it, and
much lefs being us’d in Children’s Shifts, than 1{{1
thofe



[ 321

_thofe of Perfons grown u I; fhall take a Mediam of
2 Yards to cach Perfon’s Shift, (itbeingas I think ftill
‘lefs than the Truth) which is 15. 84. for a Shift to
cach Perfon in Ireland. By the Extraé of the Hon-
fes and Hearths which I took out of the Cuftom-
Houfe Books, Abftradts of which I give afterwards
in a 2d Part; it appears that in 1725 there were at
Teaft 382,785 Houles inhabited in lreland; without
including Barracks, Colledges, or Hofpitals: and. by
Returns that 1 have from feveral Country Parifhes,
-of the Souls in¢ach Family, I have found at a Me-
dium 4.36 or a little more than 4% to each Family:
the Familics being larger in Vowans, this alfo is ra~
ther within the Truth; there would then be at leaft
1668,042 Souls in freland ; which at 1s5. 84. per
.Shift; the Sum would amount to 139078/ 105, 04.
Now if two Shifts be fuppos’d a rerfonable Allow-
ance, confidering I was within Bounds in the Quan=
ity made ufe of in a Shift, even the youngeft Chil-
dren included ; and confidering how many have more
than two of greater Breadth and Fincncﬁs; then the
Value of thifting alone in Freland would be 278157 /.
which is near ¢ of all the Exports of Linnen. lf to
this be added the Sheeting, and Table-Linnen, Tick=
ing, and other Things neceflary in Womens and
Childrens Wear, fuch as Frocks, Aprons, Caps, &%
it may be computed to amount to as much more.
Over and above all this there are ftamp’d Linnens,
ftrip’d, mix’d with Cotton, Silk, and Woollen;
Buckrams, Canvas, Thread, Incles, Tapes, & fo
that fhould I fay our Linnen Manufacture by our Ex-
orts and Home Confumption amounts to 1000,000 /
fterli 1 believe I fthould not far exceed the Trath.
Ismarr next confider how little of the King-
dom is taken up with this Manufature ; when I fay
there are not above five Courities employ’d and fully
imbark’d in making Linnens, viz. Autrin, Down,
Armagh, Tyrone and Derry, 1 am I believe near the

Trath.
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Truth. Part of thefe which are only {pinning Coun=
tries, will be more than equivalent to the Parts of
other Counties wherein this Manufacture has made
any Progrefs ; there are not above five more employ-
ed in {pinning, viz. Donnegal, Monaghan, Cavan,
and as many Spinners difpers’d among the other
Counties in Ireland, as may make up five {pinning
Counties in all; fo there are not above ten Coun=
ties in Thirty "T'wo any way embark’d in the Linnen
Manufaéture. If it be confider’d alfo how little
Ground is employ’d in raifing the Flax for this Ma-
nufature, it will ftill appear in a better Light, and
. the Advantage more furprifing. 3000 Hogfheads of
forreign Flax Seed is fomewhat above the Medium
imported yearly ; but for the fake of a round Num-
ber, being nearit, I will choofe it ; if we fuppofe the
increafe of this Communibus Annis to be two Hogl=
heads for each that is fown; which I am atraid is
#till above the Truth, confidering that many pull

their Flax without faving the Seed; and that wet
Seafons prevent others that would; all the Seced
fav’d; together with the import of the following
Year, will be but Nine Thoufand Hogtheads ; let us
fuppofe that Quantity to be fowed the fécond Year,
and the fame increafe in Proportion; this would
amount to 18000, to which adg the three Thoufand
imported next Secafon, and therc would be 21000
Hogfheads fown annually; for as yet they feldom
fave it longer, but depend upon forrcign Seed. L
fuppofe what the Native Irifb fave and fow of Irifa
Seed, to be adulterated and impoverith’d by Mifma-=
nagement, and from thence commonly call’d fhort
Flax Seed, will make up what in the reft is wanting
of the computed increafe of the Seed, viz. twa
for One fown ; tuis Deficiency is occafion’d by bad
Seafons, ad not faving the Seed, and by pulling it
too green in order as they pretend to make the Flax
finer. Hence it is probable 21000 Hogfheads is the
K greateft
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greateft Quantity fow’d annually in Feund. A Plans
tation Acre and Rod being allow’d: to every Hogfs
head fown, there would be 262 50 Actes under Flax.
And there being 11042642 computed Acres in the
Kingdom, there would not be a 368th Part of the
Kingdom employ’d in producing the third Part of
the Exports of the Nation; and moft Part of that
of the lighter and lefs profitable Lands in the King«
dom, for Grain or Pafture: The great Out~cry there
was upon the foreign Seeds being damag’d oné Year,
and the great Expence the Nation was at, in import=
ing foreign Flax to.employ our Spinners and oor,
make it {till more probable that L.am not much. out
in this Computation.

As I have made it highly probable that the Va=
lue of our Flax, when fpun and mannfacured, is by
home Confumption, and export, worth a Million to
- the Nationj if there be in round Numbers 30000
Acres employ’d’ under Flax, each Acre is worth to
the Nation 334 : 6. : 84, per 4n. According to the
mean and poor living of the Labourers in Ireland,
10/. per Ap. would. be more than fufficient to main-
tain a Family; fo that an Acre of Flax would be
fufficient to. maintain 14 .25 Souls, confequently
30000/ Acres under Flax, would employ and main=
tain. 435564 Souls, befides the Husbandmen, and
‘I'radefmen neceflary to fupply this Number with
Provifions and other Neceffaries; whereas fo. much
in grazing would employ but 665 Souls; and at -
» 125, per Acre the value of the grazing, would main-
tain but 1800 Families av 10 /. per Family, or 7848
Souls, which bears the Proportion to thefe the Flax
upon the fame Ground would maintain as 1 to 55 5.

By. this. may be fecn the vaft Difproportion there
is between the Profit arifing to”a Nation, from
Lands” employ’d under Materials for Manufactures,
and what arifcs from Grazing alone, as to Numbers
employ’d neceflarily in cach, viz. about 664 to I.f_As

‘ | a fur-
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a further Confirmation of this, I will propofe ano~
ther way of Computation, which is not liable to fo
many bjc&ions as that already us’d. By this the
Difproportion appears to be nearly as great .as in
the former Computation. In this laft way we com=
pute the Quantity of Flax rais’d upon an Acre of

round at a Medium, and then what Quantity of
Cloth (fuch as 1s the general Manufacture of "the
Country) is ufually made out of it. An Acre of
Flax may be computed to have at leaft 30 Stone of
Flax fit for the Heckle; each Stone of which by

roper Management may be {pun into 22 Dozen of
g’arn, of 4 Dozen in the Pound, thereft being Tow
Yarn is only fit for Sacking, and of little Value:
This Yarn when wrought into Cloth, Yard wide, of
1400 Threads on each fide the Woof; commonly call’d
fourteen hundred Cloth, will out of 35 Dozen make
20 Yards. Such Cloth is {fold when whiten’d at about

os. per Score. Thus 22 Dozen will make 12§
%ards or a little more, and in Value is about 18s.

d. 1}; which being multiply’d by 30, the Num-
gcr of Stones of Flax growing on an Acre, amounts
to 28 /. 4. 10}d. confequently an Acre would main-
tain 12 .3 Souls; and 30000 Acres 369000. So that
this way, the Proportion betwixt the Linnen Manu-
facturc and Grazing, as to Nuimbers employ’d in
each, would be about Five Hundred and Sixty Three
to One.

T ue Value of our Exports upon other fmall Ar
ticles, fuch as Mettals, Wood, €5¢c. at a Medium,
not exceeding 40786/, 7. 73 d. there is very little
occafion to animadvert upon it, tho’ it may be hop’d
that by proper Application, fuch Improvements
may be made in Manufaéturing fome of them, parti=

“cularly Iron, as may Increafe our Exports in fome of
thefe Articles.

O vur Re-exports is the only Article by which we
.gain upon forreign I'mpfprtations, by ‘it we bccon}a}c

2 the
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the Carriers and Brokers for other Nationss and
may make a confiderable Gain for Ware-houfe Room,
and lying out of our Moncy, for Freight, and by the
rife of Markets abroad, notwithftanding the Wafte
upon feveral Species of Goods, It is alfo a great
Means of increafing our Ships and Navigation ; this
Article doth natat prefent exceed 37009/ 195, 0} d.
about half of which goes to Britain the greateft
Part in Wine and Brandy; about § to Spain, Por-
tugal and the Straits, 3 to the Weft-Indies, and
near # to the Eaft Country, which comprehends all
Countries North of Holland; very little to Frauce,
Holland or Flanders. 'The chief Articles re-exported
are thefe following, viz. ' '

A
Brandy Valuae 500
Wine French 300
Drapery 900
Wine Spanifh 8oo
Lead 2200
Herrings Value 1000
Brown Sugar 1800
Iron 750
Salt 1000
T'rain Oyl 40Q
Cains and Reeds [vle}
Total 26740 ©

T ue remaining 10269/ 19s5. 0° d. is made up of
many fmall Articles not worth mentioning here.

H avine thus made the Obfervations I ropos’d
upon our {everal Exports; and thewn the Proporti-
on of our Trade in cach Branth,and the proportion=
al Benefit thence arifing to the Kingdom, by the in-
ercafc of owr Numbers and Employment of our
' | Poor;
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Poor; Ithall now State the Value of our imports,
and give the Medium of the moft confiderable of
them for feveral Years, and make fome Obfervations
upon them as I proceed.

Ovur Imports at a Medium of 7 Years, endin
Lady-day 1727, amounted to 8433927 9s. 10;—;2
and the Values of the feveral Goods here mention’d
at the Medium of the feveral Years annex’d to each
Species, are the Proportions of the Parts, which
Contribute to make up that Total, viz.

"The Number of Years upon which}'
cach Medium is ftruck. ,

Ycars ' / L I- 5. dq
Fr;:ibTYYJan Valued at 20 I.'\?' 83156 § 10

4 of Ditto at ﬁitto, & 91658 14 6
o  Spawifp Wine at 30/ per Tun, 15704 13 73
9  Port Wine at 30/ per Tun, 3169 11 g
6 Rbenifb at 361 per Lun, 1704 19

-

T e e 4 Y Ty
6 Brandy at 15. 44. per Gallon, 23446 18 6

Total of Wine and Brandy, 135684 18 o{

Wines Imported in 1726, 142586 8 s
Brandys for faid Year. 30871 13 9
Total, 1734 5§ 2 72{

Tuis was a vaft Year’s Import, but partly occa=
fion’d by the Stop put to-the Trade commonly car=
ried on by the I/7e of Man; however the Wines and
Brandys, being lodg’d there from Framce in former
Years, wquld have increas’d the Medium; had tl:)hcy

cCR
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been annuaily added to the Importation equally.as

'jg‘c

BA O AW AR BN AADR N A R & &

. Total, 13568418 o}

‘Medium of the Imports
continued,

Paper at 8s. per Ream. Value 8624 o 2
Wood.Cem{Balks TN } 40666 13 4

Deals at 32
‘Whalebone at 17/, per Cent. 5503 13 &}
Tobacco at 4d. per lib. 59529 7 2
Tea at §s. per lib. . - 12263 1§ ©
Silk Manufa&ure at 3/ B
105, per lib. 37955 12 1

Raw Silk at 185, per D°. 21084 5 9%
Silk thrown undy’d at 11+. 4 8

{ per DO, ¢ 17013 4

Salt Foreign at 12 4. per Bafbel 9132 10 8

White Salt at 8 4. per D°. 9021 8 4

Salt Rock at 125. per Tun, 1425 12 10

- Flower at 1/, 105. per Barrel, 4083 10 11

Hull’d Barley at 1/ 5s. per e
{ Cent. 4 } 677 4 2

Wheat at 1 8s. per ngmr. 27048 4 6
{Ba;::}i) gfld I?@alt at 125.} 7355 2 10}
Muflin at 25, 64. per Yard, 18197 17.11
Holland at §s. per Ell, 5806 17 103
Cambricks at 7 s. per Ditto 7304 18 73
Bone-Lace at 16 s, per Yurd, 6016 10 iI

- Hops at 3/ per Cent. 40681 18 5%

Hemp at 1/ 125. per D°. 10480 4 6

Indc{unwrought at §s.per .Y 3044 5 af

wrought at 7s.per DO. S 754 5 =
Sugar Candy at 6 L. per Cent. 043 4 3
Loaf’ Sugar at 5/ per D°. 7910 8 65
Mufcovado Sugar at 2/. per D, 52940 ;
6. Powder'
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Yeare Imports continued.

BREARGL i LW A D v AR & 1 b &

Lo

'{ Powder Sugar at .3 & 105}

Imports |

1

[
Ny .

& per Cent & ; 3229 |

loves at 4.5. per Pair 79 10 ‘O

: Cafes at 184 pe’rlD?.- I 9?2 18 6

GlafsQ Drinking at a.d‘.‘_pur-pimg 1108 16 3
| Ware 2251 9 8%
Fuftians at 18s. per End, 15§ "o
Flax at 1L 6s5. per Cent. 13888 13 é
Herrings at 14s. pen Barrel, © 4407 §
Earthen Ware, 5242 1 g 2%
Madder at 22 per Cent. 45128 o)
Coffee at 16/, per Ditto, 6176 3 o
Céﬁ? at 14s. per Tun, =~ 42059 o 8

afs Bottlesat 15. 34. per)

Doze(::t,: T 1O s 7 6;
Bark at 6. per Barrel, 16116 10 3
Grogram Yarn at 4. per-iit. Gozz 17 4
Cotton Wooll-at ‘gL per Cent. 1560 18 3%
Salt Petre at 4/. 4s. per Cent. 2206 8 3
Potath at 1/. §s. per Ditto. 2091 9 10

Lint{eed at 2/ 165. Pﬂ'n- 81 6 8 &t

Hogfbead.: 5 3
Ganpowder at 34 §s. per Cenr. 1854 13 1z
Liquorice at 1/ per Cent. 207 6 1%
Succus Liquor. at 84. per Jib. 779 2 5%
Sythes at 16s. per Dozen. 2072 9 8
Khnives at 2 4. each 2651 4 9
2 (Iled at 15 s, per Yard,

2 ew at 2. per Ditto.
§" BPranclla at 3T6d. per DO 23679 2 ©
(R CShag at 45. 6d. per D°. )
Iron at 14s. perCent. 2068 16 7
‘Thread Gold and Silver at 6
X 35 per Wib. S35% 2
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Imports continued.

Sifters: at 12 5. per)
' b, |
Thread9wwhiced Brown at
~2 5. 6d.per D°.
[ Needles at § /7. per Dozeny
Thoufund. 5
Pins at 145. per Ditto.
Thimbles at 2/, 10s. per Thoufs
Hatts at 14s. each,
Sevill Oyl at 3s. 6 4. per Gall.
Linfeed Oyl at 2.5. 64. per Do.
Train Oyl at 15. 64d. per Do.
Books Value |
Candle Wick at 3/. per Cent.
‘Wooll Cards at 125. per Doz
Drugs, Value
Allam at 1§5s. per Cent.
Cochineel at 18s. per /ib.
Indico at 3s. 6d. per lib.
Logwood at 18s. per Cent.
Red Wood at 2 /2. per Cent.
Steel at 1/. 105, per Cent.
Lead at 125. per Cent.
Lawns at 6 s. per E/l,
Millinary Ware,
Slates at 8s. per Thoufand,
Sauff at 2. pi:' lib.

: Silk at 14s. 13
Stockings L\,7\70r1’cc:d“,;u: 6 5. j
Pitch at 1§s. per Barrel,
Tarr at 12 5. per Ditto.

Rozin at 18s. per Cent.
Cider at 82 per Tun.
Toys at

Pewter and Tin,

337

oo
&

1185t

o

253

61
266
723

4533
1507
1873
7800
640
800
5470
1200
2800
4200
2200
4880
1500
6600
1000
2000
700
2300

[ L]
©OORO™O000 W
OCowmt oL & N

ofalm )=

500

1330
1600
1150
2,500

1800

2700 |
Imports
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imports continued.

Cork at 35 per Cent.  2i0iggdor |
'~ Oranges and Lemmons: '13000
Wallauts at 2/ per Barrely 12000
“Vinegar at Yo/. per Tun, 2500
Pruins at 1§ 5. per Cent. - 1500

* Groceries of Spice and Fruit ' 20600 .l
Iron at 2/. 4s.perCent. '
. PSteel at 12/ 108 |
WIrQFatin at 77. ) 39
CBrafsat 7/ deills 10
Spanith Wooll at 2/ 1 55 2_ 568

2 per Cent. < |
opper Plates at 6/ 10s. perP ',
= Cent. ~ uof = } 3725_
attery and Brafs Shruft aty}
57 and 84 per Cent. f 16?9 )
Painting Stufly SRR 2

'Tin Plates at 3/ M_Barr;ef, ‘7 1000
Garden Seeds at 2s: 84. per lib: ' 1450°"

Lattin at 74 per Cenr. 240
Lamp Black at 4 5. 6.0, per lib: - 740 |
' Iron Ore at 10s. per Tumn. - -%go g
Goats Hair at 4 5. per lib: 1oIBDILT £3104
Fanns at 15. 8dieach Bbeirls * 1
Apples at 2s. 6d. per Bufbel. 360 :
Totalis ot = SRR YA 862786 17 2%

T hclnhpqrts at .a Medium of ¥ S Eee L R i
Years as before being - }8‘13392 9 10'5;
‘This exceeds that Medium, 19364 7 5%
S_:ix-d.t befides thcfé-‘Mo‘d\ium& of our im.o'rtls
that I ‘have here given, thc}l'.:c are feveraldmall Par=
ogiband) cels
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cels and Articles I have not mentioned, as being no
way material in "Trade, which it added would have
uicreas’d this Excefs of the Medium, 10 or 12 thou-
fand Pounds more: I will obviate what may be faid
againft ity and give the Reafon: why it can by no
means talty with the Medium of 7 Years, | /.

I rnovsrT it would have been endlefs fo take
Extracts otall the Particalars of our imports, from
the Ledgersof the: Cuﬁqm-Hthc, for -each Years
Abftracts 1 tooks. I therefore fingled -qut the full
Extrats for the Year ending Ladj=dan 1726, in all
the Species of Gogds Exported and Imported ; then
I took out all the’ Exports for 8 .Yearsy and ftruck
my Medium upon them, and, topk,ouly the Imports
which appeared largeft, and affe@ed our Trade mott 3
thofe I tqok parqﬁxll tor fis Years as noted here to
cach; Others which { thought not quite {o material,
I took for 3, t or 3 Years yiand thefe which'I have
here inferted’Without naming.any Years:to them,
were takemtrom the Extracts I took for 1725 This
is the Reafem why‘they ean by no Means tilly, as
having been taken at a Mcdium of Years, fome more,
fome lefsyrand alfo the fewer Years in the Medium
as our imports increas’d,  fo conféquently muft the
Medium.cAs for Inftance .thcﬁMcdiumagf our Im-
ports takenfor 6 Years amounts to 870063Y. 17 5.
114.5 thisekceeds the Médiuwm &f. the feveral Species
I have fet: down here 7277 /. 9 4.4 whieliowould be
nearly equivalent to the fmall Parcels omitted by me,
asno waymatefial in T'rade. .So likewife the Mé-
dium of our Imports for the laft four Years, ending
Lady=day 1727,, imounts t0, 915114/ 1 gusic f0 4 3
which'€xceeds the Medium given here' §2000-nearly.
Thus notwithftanding I could not make them Tally,
¥-thought by inferting themy I would give the Pub-
lick a pretty juft View of the Nature and Quantity
of our dmports,, I have lere fairly laid dawn: the
truc I -ed‘gmcwhy they ean’t juftly Fally; motwith=
els f ftanding
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ftanding the Fixtralts are troé. It w ‘fb‘r the fan
Reafon , where I'did not takc Medit mi for 'fev
Years, a ‘thofe I'have Taft Taid" down hete that T
‘would not 4dd ‘the Fraétions as not ‘being martenai“

- T’ A viE here for the Satlsfaéhon of” éCutgous
‘taken - fuch of ‘thofe’ Imports as Tt

range undér the f'ollo%méHcads and divi cd tﬁeix
1o, s to ii'vc the Vilucs of thofe terding to pro-

bt gt uxury, feparately ﬁ-om what ‘arc neccf—
fary’cﬁ' ceni’cmem? 'vfpm

: 519 X ¢ ! -“'- :f" :.I.' .f d
.'Our Imports for Drink ‘4nd Mate-

rials for Drinkn‘:g amount to } 2081 34 12 Q
For Mcat and Medicine -7 136416 14 9

]5"(){1;1 éi?lfr}!);rel and F arniture Mahu-} A5paR: 2,0
Unwrought Manufa&urcs ‘or Pri-] ' .
mums, Barks included ~~ = 1_3496 - &y 8

In Mettals and their A rtcnan— o g
ces'and I\r‘.[anuf'aéi:ureé.‘P 4y 62317 16 7

In Wood and the A “"nrterranccs é 4486 o o
In Tobacco and’ Sn'ug'P 1920 %7 2
In Ficing 42059 o8
In Books, Toys, and other Arti-y = |
cles not caﬁf;r reducable to thefee 15196 6 23
foremention’d o o, "

Total :85 2786 :% 2,

T wo's may be feen in what Species of Goods our
Imports, confift, in what Kinds we aré¢ moft. ex-
‘travagant , what we muft ‘have fiom abroad, and
‘with what we may’ be fuPply’d at home- ‘That from
henee we ‘may be prompted to difcourage as mugh
‘as I:Qfﬁbl‘c ‘what onlty feeds our Luxury, and which
we tan’t havc but from %E)road qnd to. cncguragc

thofe
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thofe we muft have, to be brought to us from fuch
Countries, as have the Ballance moft in our F avour,
It will be proper here to take Notice how fome
of the moft material Articles of our Imports may be
abated by being fupply’d at home ; firft; by planting
Orchards in fuch: Countries and Lands as may be pro-
perctt for them; Thefe would not only.afford. Cider
{ufficient to prevent an Impartation npon us amount-
ing to. 2500/, but alfo in. fome Meafure check the
Importation of Wine and Brandy: For, Brandy
may very well be extraéted from fuch Cider, as up-
on tryal is found not proper for Drinking, or from
what is made by the feconds prefing , or from the
Cores when fermented, with Water a very good
Spirit might be Extratted not inferior to Brandy.
Encouragement thould alfo be given, to diftill Spirits
from Moloffus, and coarfc Sugar by which, Means
a great Part of our Expence upon Spirits may be
fav'd, lexceeding now 23000/ by haying alfo good
Cider and Ale, with home made Wines from. Honey
and Sugar, ‘half the Expeénce, of Wines may be fav-
ed; and the middle and lower Ranks of Men, may
very well be contented with-them: By this Means
40 or 50000/. may be fav'd in the Article of Wine.
Hors by being planted in our rich and warm
Counties of Liszrick and Tipperary , and other South-
crn Parts, may/fave the Kingdom the Expence of -
_that Article, or in cafe our Demands increafe by
haying more Ale, it may prevent the increafe of
the Importation, or the extravagant Price they are
held at fometimes in bad Seafons. The Medium now
~"T'zs thameful our Exports upon Grain, thould
_be fo far exceeded by our Imports;  which not=
withftanding the wetnefs of our Climate is in great
~Meafure owing to bad, Hushandry and want of
~Granaries.  We might not only fave that Article
-which' before the Year 1727 was at leaft 100004
i | ' armual
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annual Expence to us, and hath much increas’d fince
‘that time 5 but we might reafonably expect to Ex=
_port:to the Value of 40000 4 had we many Gentle=
men of fo great Publick Spirit as the late Mr. Ad-
wardsy that would be at the Expence to bring over
and fettle upon<good Farms, Euglifh Farmers to in-
ftruct us, and improve the Tillage of Ire/and. 'The
JImportation of Glafs, Glafs-ware and Bottles may
be lefflen’d | But ;this’ will be chiefly -owing to. our
getting Coals in fufficient Quantity in the Kingdom,
upon which ‘alfo our Manufaéture of Salt depends.
-An our Firing we might fave fomewhat; could weget
Coals near the Shore inPlentyy or«within a reafon-
able diftance for Water Carriage. . But if our Num-
‘bérs and Trade increafe; and our Bogs be drain’d or
run out, as they ar¢ doing in many Places, fince our
Plantations go onwvery flowly, tho’ we ufe all our
~own, we fhall import-near as much Coals, as we do
now from Britain.: Moft of what we would fave by
ity would be in our Arcticles of Salc and Glafs. |

T ur moft cffeCtual way to do this at prefent,
until. proper Laws: be made: for Encouragement to
fearch for Mines to advantage, would be to promote
the Navigation from: Ballycaftle, and to undertake
the Newry Navigation, from Longh-neak ; the Coals
in Zyrone being daily found better and in greater
Quantities near that Lough. To encourage us in
the latter , the Ground through which the Canal of
Communication may be made, is as eafy to be dug
as any in Ireland, and the River of Tonragee, as alio
-the upper Baun if neceflary, as well as the Water of
Lough-Brickland, may be brought to Lough=-Shark near
Aéion, (which is the greateft height from whence the
feveral Locks are to be fupply’d, at a moderate Ex-
pence. - Thefe are fuch Encouragements, as. will
make ‘it highly reafonable to be undertaken either
by the Publick or by private Perfons,

Tosacco
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Tosaccoand Snuft'is a Debauch I am afvaid we
fhan’t eafily get rid of; it is a heavy Article upon us:
the Importation ot the one at yd. the other at a3,
per Pound, exceeding fixty one shoufand Pounds per
Aum. befides what is imported by Stealth, ' which is
- ‘unavoidable: where ' the Duty ds fo high.» "Whale-
bone, Fith, 'and Fifh 'Oyl; we might have of our
own, and alfo enough to export'in grearQuantivy,
of which T will «treat-when I touch npon the I
provement of ourFitheries. o 0t 7000 goi

Oww Silk’Manutadture will 1. hope in fome Time
improve {o much, as to take off our Expence wpon
that Article,; except a fewniof'the choiceft of the
Brasifh Silks tor- Birth-Days and Wedding=Suits. < I
am perfuaded our Irh Ladies would appear with

more Luftre-in their’ Native "Charms, ‘when tclad in
drifb Silks, in the Eyes of their Admirers, 'than in
the richeft Brocades of :Foreign: Nations:  The B
‘ployment of our own Pootrgy the Encouragement
given.to our Manufadtures, ' would rbe-more highly
smeritorious in ' them ; fince 'it ‘would at the fame
time put a Check ‘to the Vanity of their Admlirers,
who are folely directed by themiin the Choice of their
Drefs, and would entirely fubmit to their Tafte,
admiring them then more ‘for their Prodence,” than
formerly for any Ornaments iprejndicial to' their

Country, ‘ 1Y ' yre
WE might fave alfo in our Importation of 'Gold
and Silver Laces Twift and Thread, Lawns, Fufti-
ans -and :Millinary Ware -amounting at prefent *to
12000 at leaft; Part of which:is yun in uponws, as
‘of 1all our-fine: Goods which pay-a high Duaty, This
would beina great iMehJﬁmefﬁr@v*ﬂnttd by ‘Cheapnefs
~of Sale, which would make the Tenptation fo'much
tefs. The Importation of Muflins,*Cambricks, Lace,
<and Hollands, amoyntin -pif'gaewo % will I hepe in
fome Time fink by the Difufe of daceiand Muflins,
and Improvement of the others at home, as well in
" LR .B_lcac_hi‘n%‘ -
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Bleaching as otherwife, and this faving to the Na=
tion, as well as in Silks, is entirely in the Power of
the Ladies by their Approbation and Example ci=
ther' to 'promote; or difcourage the Wear of thémy,
they rare the Spring that fets the whole Machine of
Drefs in. Motiony ‘and to them the Praife or Blame
muft be ‘owiag according to the Exdmple they give:
~Heawmp and Flax with their Seeds;) and Incle (of
which we Import to:the Value of 350004) will L
am confident by the Vigilance and happy Direction
of the T'r vsTees of the Linnen Manufacture, be
leffen’d to a Triflé § «if , we confider by their/Care to
what @ Pitch it is brought in 26 Years, that we now
export above the Value of 28gocoX 'more than in
1700, befides what we confume at home, it will ap-
pear truly furprizing. - It is entirely ewing to that
Honourable Board that the Credit of onr Linnens is
{upported; ' without, which Freland muft have funk,
confidering the Drains and Draughts that are con-
ftantly upon it.: For this they mcrit che fluccrc Ac-
knowledgments of ithe Publick, and may juftly be
ofteem’d true Patriots of their Counfry. .
NoTwrTusTANDING the univerfal Praice in
othér Countrics of faving their Seed not only for
their own Ufe, but for 'Foreign Sale and to make
Oyl of; and that their: Flax is yalued and much
fought after; which feems to be a convincing Argu=
ment that it is geod and fine; yect the Spinners here
will ‘not allow that its a Benefit to prevent the Im=
portation of Forcign Flax Seed; by faving all at
home , vaffirming that Flax pull’d before it’s fully
ripe, ‘confequently before the Seed is fit to be fav’d);
is much finer and better; that it breaks into finer and
fmaller Parts, and fplits better upon Heckling ; that
it giveswmore Flax'to be fpun into fine Yarn, and
better' dolour’d ; :they fay this appears from daily
E.zperience; 'and thofe who deal in buying Yarn give
them a higher Price when it is {pun trom Flax ant
S : ully

-
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fully ripe. T hcz farther urge and infit uponit
that becaufe the Iroft and Blafts fometimes happen
to-the Flax; and often wet Seafons, it is more con-
venient to fave only fo much as to prevent the Lofs
occafioned by depending too much upon the Foreign
Seced, which fometimes proves bad, and has more
than once been highly prejudicial to us. To clear
up thefe Difficulties, repeated Experiments thould be

~made upon Parcels of Flax growing in the fame

Ground, taking Part green, watering it and trying
the Quantity, Colour and Goodnefs of its.and ftack=
ing the Remainder when ripe, ' and afterwards care-
tully watering, breaking, and heckling it; we fthould
fce the proportionable C%oodnefs and Quantity of each.
"This would effectually put a Stop to the Pradtice, if
it be only Humour, or confirm it if true. + 11

W e might alfo improve our' Earthen Ware  at
home, and leffen the Importation, which now amounts

- to above §oocol ' Madder amounting to an equal

Sum, may alfo be rais’d in the rich Grounds of Li=
merick and Tipperary , not only ‘to ferve our felves,
but alfo England,; which takes from: Flanders ahnual-
ly to the Value of 17 or 18occo/. the Iron Manu-
fz)a’&ure amounting to 135000/ at leaft; may be lef=
fen’d by Improvements at home, wiz. Knives; Ra-
zors, Pots, Cifars, Sythes, Carpenters Tools, Nec-
dles, Pins, Thimbles, and other Species innumera-
ble, as well in Brafs and Copper as in Iron. * Qur
Exportation of thefe not being prohibited, we might
perhaps improve them fo as to Export thém to
Advantage. ~ Bark, if Tanning by the Root will
anfwer in Part;’ as fuggefted ; amounting now. to
16000 /. would in fome Meafure be fav’d, and our
Hides be fent out Tann’d inftéad of Raw, which
would make the Advantage double. Paper amount-
ing to 8600/ might alfo be: fav’d;  as our Linnens
improve, Implements, that is Rags, for the Mills en~
creafc: por.do I think it amifs fince the Duzeh im=

| | port
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port Rags for their Mills, that Ire/and fhould follow
their Example. |
A's for our Importation of Wood, I am afraid we
fhall not in a long Time, if ever, fave in that Arti-
cle, even fhoyld we plant, to which we feem general-
ly to have fo great a Difinclination : For as we en-
‘ereafe and 'improve, our Demands for it will fill be
encreafing: and when Norway and the Balktick fail ,
we muft look out for another Market, to buy at a
greater Expence..: It would: be endlefs to mention all
the: Articles; {fuch as Gunpowder, Fans, Toys, Gar-
den Sceds, €9¢. we might fave in. -~ © -
Uron the whole,by proper and prudent Manage-
ment we might fave of our Imports at leaft 2 50,000/
‘and Export'in fome of thefe very” Atticles at leaft
100000/.  This would make a very confiderable Al-
teration in our Commerce to the Benefit of the King-
dom. Having now laid open to the View of the
Publick the feveral Branches of our Trade both in
onr Fxports and Imports; and-confider’d the Ral-
lance as arifing from-our Eftimates in the Cuftom-
Houfe Books, I will confider it a little farther, and
ropofe what in my Opinion may be reafonably pre-
})um’d a Ballance -upon the whole Demand ‘upon us,
{o as the Kingdom may not diminifh in Wealth.
Tue Ballance at a2 Medium- as before mention’d
was computed at 172188/ 7 5. 43;if the Fraight ofthe
Tunnage of Irifb Shipping, amounting at 2 Medium
to 37453 Tuns, which computed at-40 s.per Tun, (and
%}is I am afraid,-issconﬁdcrably above the Mectlsium of
raight-upen-our Shipping) amounts to 749062 If
this% fay be added tgpthcg %3allancc, it wil? make it
2470944 7's. 43 Upon this it might be reafonably
imagin’d that Irelandthould inﬂ)rove, grow Rich, and
encreafe in Trade; but by Experience we find the-
contrary. ‘Within thefe 3 or 4 Years our Stock and.
Money has leflen’d, notwithftanding the Markets at
home “arc at an wexceflive Price;, for Things con-
i 19 | G fum’d
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fum’d at home, this has in a great Meafure been owa
ing to bad Seafons, which have taken off our Ex-
ports upsn Grain, and occafion’d our Imports upon
that' Article to be dearer, by the Rife of Markets
abroad. But that is not all: our Luxury daily in-
creafes, infomuch that our Imports for the Year 1726
exceeded the Medium of laft » Years, by the Sum of
186667/ 6s. 64. wherein the laft Year’s Import is
included. But exclufive of that, taking' the I\/E:dium

at fix Years before, viz. 812281/ §y. 51, the Increafe

of our Imports in 1726, amounts to 2177781 105,
114. whereof French Wine amounts to 26006/ more
than formerly,

Port and Spewifb Wine to. - | 12500
Brandy to - - 7400
Tobacgo ;1 el1 o Semesd 12500
Bone-Lace, -, - « 2000
Wood, - = - .= 9000
Coals, - - - - 5900
Hops, : =72, = - 21000
Iron, - - - - 5000
Callicoes; | “fappim () - 1500
Silk Manufadture, = - =~ 12000
Cambricks, . - =« = 4000

Muflin, - - 1500
Paper X't 2T - 2500
Salt, - - - - 3000
et Rawse = - - 9000
UK {Thrown undyed, = = ' 4000

Total of the Excefs - =7 1 38800

"L uE other Articlesare not fo material, fo I need
not reeapitulate them here. This only thews that
our Importations that Year were not totally owin
to the Difficulties put upon the Trade of the Ijge of
Man, but in a great Meafure to . our encreafing
Luxury. . | Uron

L
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Urox the whole, if our Exports, by the Profit
of the Merchants upon Fraight and Foreign Sale,
and the Prices of our Goods at Market here, don’t
over-ballance our Imports according to Valuation,
at lealt 400,000/. I don’t think Ireland can have any
Ballance in its Favour. For if we confider the
Rents return’d into England, of Noblemen and Gen-
tlemen refiding there, thofe who have Civil Employ-
ments and kecp Deputies, General Officers and other
Military Perfons abfent, Penfioners and Half-Pay
Officers, Poft-Office, Gentlemen who go there for
Fducation, young Heirs who go there to fpend and
ruin their Fortunes; all put together can’t be lefs
than what I have mcntion’g. :

I¥ a Calculation I have feen of 2 Perfon lately of
eminent Diftin&ion and Learning, was taken with
Accuracy, it exceeds it confiderably, and amounts to
456000/, per Aun. *Tis computed thus.

Rents to Noblemen and Gentlemen refiding?
in England, ? S
Thofe who have Civil Employments and}
keep Deputics,
Military Officers abfent, 50000
Gentlemen who go for Education, and to

20000,

{pend their Fortunes, J Gocos
Penfioners and Half-Pay Officers, 20000
Poft-Office, 6000
If to this b nt T 4

to this be added the abfent Troops we)

pay in Giberalter, at leaft _? o e
{The Total amounts to 48600

Lo this thould be added the Intercft of Money
paid in England; the Intereft of Money here being
' higher
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higher than there ;2s alfo Exchange, which partly af=
fects us, and by Reafon of thefe ftrong Draughts
upon us, is generally two thirds of the Year, from
2 to 4 per Cent. above Par.

Trvus may be feen how our Trade ftands in rela-
tion to our general Ballance; and how careful we
ought to be to retrench in Time, ¢’re we too fatally
find the Effeéts of our encreafing Luxury, before
Idlenefs and Debauchery prevail too far among the
middle and lower Ranks of Men: thefe readil
follow the Examples of thofe of higher Station ; c[{
pecially in what they ought not; they. think *at
prefent to glide eafily with the Stream, without re-
fleting upon the almoft infuperable Difficulty of af-
terwards ftemming the Current to prevent finking.

Ismaryr next make particular Eftimates of our
Fxports aud Imports to, and from the feveral Na-
tions with whom we Trade, as they are diftinguifh’d
in the Cuftom-Houfe Books, and obferve where the
Ballance lies with each of them. As I proceed I
thall alfo remark what Advantages or Difadvantages
we have gthat occur to me) in our ['rade with each
refpeétively. In this Ezgland has and ought to have
the Preference; as well upon Account of our being
Fmbark’d upon the fame Bottom, as that our Trade
is but a Branch of their extended Commerce, (the
Ballance of which I fhall demonftrate we pour in up-
on them, in Return for the Protection they have
from time to time afforded us) as alfo upon account
of the Greatnefs of our Exports to, and Imports
from them and their Plantations, which exceed confi-
derably the Trade we have with all other Nations
join’d together.

An
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AsstracTof the Exports, Imports and Ballance
ith England for' 8 Years, from Lady-Day 1719, to
dy-Day 1727. D 123308 sy b W

-

Exports [. . Imports. Ballance. Contu.Baﬂance;

ko5 cde L viind bocr: @ La's 4

447659 2 113 476187 14 I3 28528 11 1}

? ¥
363529 1o 5 | 375803 8 83 | 12273 1S 34
440046 17 63| 4096c5 6 63| 31341 IT Oy
544002 7 8% 507737 10 33| 36264 17 4%
554431 1 5y 519362 5 1| 35068 16 43
47663214 103l 441799 3 63] 34833 11 4
467949 2 7| 501649 6 35 33700 3 S%
495497 13 33 558261 10 33 62763 17 o

- oo -
I

. 13790648 10 9{-'13790406 4 9;&1;7508 16 14137266 10 14
bdium 473831 1 44 473800 15 $hl,, 30 5 B

Z. L gy 4

the Medium of our Exports thither,

| confifting of Linnen and Linnen Yarn§z67ooo 00 00
about |

Wool, Wogllen and Worfted Yarn ‘ 117554 15 10%

384554 15 10§

| I
Copper Oar about - - 1000

) FCI:SICI‘S - - - 1880
Hair “did & - - 2000 {

Raw Hides ¢./= - = 2900} L = 's 4.

. Kelp o it e e 1000 L g
Calve Skins - - 13024 Y o, 0
Goat and Kid Sking - - 1100
Sheep and Lamb Skins - - =~ 6844
Rabbit Skins - - 4100
Tailow - - - 19760

———

Total of all 439962 15 TOE
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T ne other Articles; which make up the Remain-
der of ourExports amounting to about 33900/ are,
Goods Re-exported about 1 5000, chiefly Wine and

Brandy ; Beef, Butter
fmall Horfes,Hogs-la

y Candles, Fifh, Fl

annel, Frize,

rd, Pork, Rape-Seed and other

imall Parcels,
little Necefiari

which are generall y the Provifions and
¢s, Collyers and other Seamen carry

“with them; in their Portage on their return home.
By this it appears plainly, that we Export to
England the firft Principles “of their Manutaétures

of feveral Kinds, viz. Wool,
¥eathers, Hides,. and Tallow

Qar, Skins, Hair,
, about 172000 /.

in Linnen Yarn about 9ocoo/. fo there is above
262900. exported to them of fuch Things a-s
arc abfolutely neceffary for carrying on and encrea-
ing their Commerce, and for employing  their
People, the Linnen Yarn “being particularly ufe-
ful ‘in carrying on ' their Northers ManufaGares of
Linnen and Mixtures of Linnen with Wool and Cot-

ton. And our Linnens
is made a Manufadtare

amounting to abeut 177000/,
there, by being ftamp’d of

ftain’d, and faves a
factures in Wool, &3

much fav’d from Forei

great deal of their rich Manu-
¢. for Exportation ; whichis fo
gners 1n-our Hands for their

- ufe, being afterwards

Redundant Cath goes.

to England, there is not 3

{pent in Britain, where all our

So that of all our Exports
4000/ Luxurioufly fpent in

it, confequently they muft be a great Benefit to their

"T'rade and Commerce. -

‘The Imports from England at

475800/, per An. and

a Medium,-are nearl
chiefly confift of the follow-

_1ng Articles of Value annex’d, viz.

Bark -
Books

Bottles
Candle Wick

k'
12500
2800
3400

Wool

640
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- “Wool-Cards =~ - - - . oo
Coals - - - 30000
- Coffee - - - 6176
- Wheat and Barlcy - = 30000
'Drapcry - - 23679
e . 3 - . 3000
Allum - - - . 1200
~ Cochineel - - - 2800
Indico - o -, %4 #2200
Log-Wood = - - . 2200
Iron and Ware - - =~ 9000
Steel - - - . 1000
- Lead @ - - - - . 66oco
‘Cambricks - - = . 3000
Hollands - - ~ . 2000 ,
Lawns - - - 1000
~ Muflins - - Sers 1
Flower - - - 4000
Millenary Ware - o - 2000
Calicoes - - - . 1000
Salt and Rock = - - 10000
Manufaéture - - 23000
Silk gRaw o - . 18000
‘Thrown-und cd - - - 12000
Pewter and Tin * - - = 311 2700
Whale Bone gt - -0l 2100
Wood and Ware - - 3500
Cottonand Yarn - - 8oo
Grogram Yarn - - 1900
Salt Petre - - - 2000
Groceries'of Fruits and Spmc 10700
Small. Parcells - - 10 4400
Battery and Brafs Shruﬁ' - - 330
Cheefe - = = 560
Camblets = T - 140
-« Copper-Plates - - ele
Rcd-WOOd = - 4880

Earthen=
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(A
Earthen-Ware - = o= 4400
. Herrings - = 7 = 3600
" Fuftians - - = 4080
Glafs and Ware - - = 5000
- Suggars - = 4vo0o
~Gold and Silver Thread and Lace ™ - 5350
-7 Hops - = C=" . 4c680
B ! o 700
o Sﬂl]ﬁ. - - = 2300
7t StOC‘kith - T - 500
. Pitch and Tar - =" = 2000
.‘. Cyder ” o .,-‘ A - 2 500
D e x - % - T he.y 12300
4l Tobaceo . vx.= - it T $0530
"Toys - - iy 1800
Fanns - - - 860
Gloves b, it - .= 67
Paper. ... S gy o o oGNS
Hats 7 LT s U ki HT o000
- Garden Seeds - A S 800
Hemp - - . .= = . 3000
Apples | Ve ¥ = i - 150

Total of Imports from England. 473375

- T uese with fome other fmall; Articles and the
Fractions of thefe. mdke up the Medium as ‘above:
Of which there is of their own Produce and Manufac-
tures 248439 from the American Colonies and by
the Eaft-India Company 167536/, and by the Duzch,
Flemifh, Baltick and Mediterranean ‘Trades 57400/,
there is about 7800 Value of Tobacco imported by
way of Scot/aud ; but being all from the Englifh Plan-
tations I have plac’d the whole here. . °

T wmus ftands the 'T'rade between England and Ire-
land; by which it plainly appears that all to a trifle,
which we Export to them, are either of the greateft
Ufe, and an .immenfc Gain to them by cnacagqg
- : their
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their Trade and Commerce abroad, and employing
a great Number of induftrious Poor at home, or fay=
ed from Forcigners by whom they muft otherwife
neceflarily be fupply’d: Confequently this is an Ad-
dition of Power and Wealth to the érittiﬂa Domini-
ons: The Goods we import from thence; are either
a redundancy of their Produce and Manufattures,
which employs and maintains a great Number of in-
duftrious Farmers and Manufacturers ; or fuch Colos
ny and Eaft-Irdia Goods as employ a great Number
of their largeft and beft Ships, which confequently
promotes Navigation and Seamen, and employs a
great many Hands in their Colonies, who in Return

take off great Quantities of their richeft and beft
Manufactures. '

I fhall next confider the State of our Trade with
Scotland and Ifle of Man, and anhex an Abftract of
our Exports, Impotts and Ballance, with that
Parc of Brirain for the like Term of cighe Ycars,
ViZe

Years| Exports. | Imports ’Contra—Ballancc.
' A Sead R ater Thio a1 5 s. da.
1719 13690 19 o (37868 19  3:| 24178 o 3§
1720 10352 4 4 [27706 18 43| 17354 14 3
1721 11156 15 23|20151 10 11ii| 17804 15 8
1722 (14398 2 g—;— 27468 14 10| 13070 12 1%
1723 23578 5 8 (33497 2 45| 9918 16 8
1724 21250 ©O 3 {31003 O 13| 0752 19 10;
1725 |10023 12 4 |38938 o 33| 28914 7 11}
3726 | 9384 2 o} |29762.13 23l 20378 11 2

Tot: 113934 1 73 255390 1A9 6 141462 17 1_:):
Med. 14241 152} %_}924« 12 5; 17682 17 %
W 4 Qur

e
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Our Exports to Scotland and Iffe of Man confift of

A
Oatmeal about . - (Jolole)
Other Grain - - - 600
Beef and Kine - - - 1000
Horfes ~ - - 1800
Hides - | 00
Butter, Cheefe, Soap, Lmncn,and Mutton 800
Small Parcels - - 1200
Total - - - = 11900

Some other fmall Articles with Wine and Brandy
make up the Medium.

Our Imports from thence confift of
L

Coals about - - - 11900
Tobacco = - - - - 7800
Bark - - - - 1400
Brandy - - - - 840
Barley and Malt - - - 8%
Groceries - - - 1000
Linnen and Kenting - - 3§00
Wine - - - - 1400
Timber - - - 2400
Linnen-Yarn - - - 150
Small Parcels - - -« 200 §
Herrings - - - - 140
Total - - - 31700

Some other trifling Articles make up the Medium.

Tue Im%“rtatlons from North-Britain and Iffe of

Man vary but little conﬁfung chiefly of Coals s
Tobacco;
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Tobacco ; for which our Demands are pretty con-

ftant, and nearly equal. Our Export being chicfly
of Oat-meal, rifes or falls as our Harvefts are plenti=

ful or otherwife. Upon this Trade there is occafion -

for very little Animadverfion, it being very fmall and
to be underftood at firft View. By deducting our
fmall Ballance with England, from our Contra-Bal-
lance with Scoland ; we lofe by Britain not including
their Colonies 176527, 115. 63 4. I am oblig’'d to
ftate our Trade with the Brizifb Colonies in America,
as an Appendage of Britain; our Imports from
thence being all accounted for in our Importations
from Britain, where they muft all be firft enter’d be-
fore they can be admitted into Irelend, except Lum=
ber and Grain not being Bond Goods, which I pre

fume might be allow’d to be landed here. -

Iere follows an Abftradt of our American Exports,
for the fame Years with thofe of the laft Abftradt,

TéZae

Years & _Our Exports to America confift of
A 5 2 3
1719 | 77190 08" 8 Beef about 61500
1720 | 8898 18 ¢ || Butter 10000
1721 | 68404 3 %-;- %.)rk ‘ 8600
1722 1 74344 9 6 1nnen 500
1723 | * 828060 ' 6 93 Fith 3890
1724 | 96825 ' 8 10 Bread 1300
1725 | 1030987 2 41 Cheefe and Candles 1000
1726{ 11031319 7; |
Total. 702863 17 9; Total - 86790
The Mediam of which is| |Which with fome. other
ourannual Ballance,viz{ | - fmall Articles make up
the Mediuni. -

878577195, 8 1 4.
7057419 540 g4 : Oux
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Our Imports from dmerica being already ace-
counted for; the Contra-Ballance from Britain alone
muft be deducted from the Awmerican: The Ballance
from Britain in our Favour, including the Colonies,
~will then amount to 70205/ 8 1t > 2

T'nus ftands our Trade at prefent with Great-
Britain and their Colonics, and without farther Aniw
madverfion it might be imagin’d that they were
Lofers by their Trade and Intercourfe with us:
But when this Ballance comes to be fubftraced from
the Draughts upon :us by thofe who have Eftates,
Employments or Penfions, and refide in Britain;
by others who go there to {pend, or for Education,
and by the Troops we ay abroad; which as come
puted before, amountfx}J to: 4860007 then Britain
will be a Gainer by Freland 41 57944 1135. 1044d.
if to this be added the Monopoly of Wool, Woollen,
and worfted Yarn; of which we fend anpually to
England 227049 Stone, at 16 Pound to the Stone,

the computed” Price at a Medium of Wool and

arn is 10s. 4.d. per Stone, and the leaft Profit upon
that when Manufaébured is computedat 2. 195. 84
fora Stone of Wool Manufaured without Dying,
is at leaft worth 3/ 105 o04. efpecially  what we
{fend over, that being the choiceft and beft we have)
then they will gain by our Wool 678573/ 15s. 64.
this 1s the loweft Computation can be made upon
their Profit, by our Wool; for as it is computed by
others it rifes confiderably higher, as thus; a Pound
of Wool in England is valued at 12 4. -and our Wool
and . Yarn being of the beft Sort may be wort h 144
Irifb at leaft; now Mr. King’s Computation is, that
the ‘'Wool is the Fourth of the Value of it when
Manufactured ; if fo, a Stone of Wool Manufactured
is worth 37 145 84. and the Profit from Ireland to
England would then amount to 7303407. 1 05, Ode
Another ingenious Gentleman who wrote upon the
"Trade of Ireland in 1687 fays, three Pounds worth

of



[61]

of Wool and Oyl when Manufaétur’d into white
Cloths isworth 13 /. at this Rate the Gain to Britain
upon our Wool, computing fuch as we fend worth
14d. Irifp there, would be 916710/ 65. 9d. this
Computation being made of white Cloths as Sold in
" England, before they are dyed and exported; the
Profic upon Exportation after dying is to be'added;
which, if I fhould fay amounts to one half more, I
believe I fhould be within the Truth: So that the
Computation I have given, is very much within
Bounds. '

I cax’t but obferve here how apt People are to
err in Calculations, when they have not Facts to
build upon. The Author of the Atlas Maritimus et
Commercialis affirms, that 40000 Packs of Woollen
Yarn are fent from hence to Emgland in a Scafon,
This he computes at 240/ per Pack or 15 Stone to
the Pack, which would thus amount to 6ocooo

Stone of Woollen Yarn fent to them annually, be-
fides the Wool ; whereas what we fend is but 103459

Stone, not much above one Sixth Part. This we
are fure is Fa; fince it can’t be fuppos’d we run in
any to England, whatever is done elfewhere: But he,
like others, at random runs away with the miftaken
Notion that the Irifp Trade is prejudicial to Eig-
land, and gives this vaft Importation of Woollen
Yarn as an %nﬁanec,to thew how much is taken away
from the Spinnersthere; which by a wrong Calcus
lation of juft i, he fays at 3d. per Pound {pinning
amounts to 240000/ being as he fays, at 6/ per
Pack, which upon 40000 Packs is the above Sumj
whereas at 240 /. per Pack, which he lays down as the
weight, and at 3 4. per Pound fpinning, it is but %I. per
Pack, and confequently but 120000/ gain tousby his
Account : But there being really nomore than 103459
Stone exported, at 3 4. per Pound j the Profit to Ire-
Jand amountsto no more than 20691 . 16 s. 0 4. 2 fmall
Sum to grudge to the Poor of Ireland, when fuchan

S immesnfe




[ 6]

immenfe Gain i1s made by our Wool and Yarn. In
another Book lately publith’d ; intitled, @ Plan of the
¥nglith Coinmerce, and probably wrote by the fame
Perfon, fince his Calculations are equally wide; in
our Linnens he computes we fend to England two
Millions of Yards, whereas we fent there in 1716,
3265480 Yards: In Wool and Yarn he computes
we fend 100000 Packs which at 14-Stone to the
Pack, would amount to 1500000, inftead of 227049
the truec Number fent from thence, which does not
much exceed § of his Computation; but enough of
this Digreffion. |

"T'ne Profit England gains upon other Articles being
no Monopoly, I make no Obfervations upon it but
this; That the Linnen and Linnen-Yarn as it is im-
%ov’d there by working and ftamping, fince we can’t

xport it firip’d or ftain’d with Colours, or with
any other Mixture, is {o far a Monopoly ; and fince
they would otherwifc take it from Foreigners, it is
fo much fav’d as I faid before, and contributes to the
Powcr and Wealth of Britain by enabling us to take
fo many more-of their rich Manufaétures. o

T'o the two Articles already: mention’d, may b
added the Freight and Employnient given to Britifh
Shipping ; the Tunnage of which at a Medium of
three Years amounts to 15§738:, which at 1/ 10 s
per.Tun Freight, is 233608/ This, confidering how
many arc employ’d in the American Trade, I can’t
think without Bounds: For the Tunnage in the
Coal Trade does not much exceed, being at a Me-
dium 61081 Tuns, about one fixth of which may be
computed to be Irifh; {o the' Britifh Tunnage em~
ploy’d will not exceed §09ot1, there would then be
about 104700 Tun of their Shipping, employ’d up-
on other Freights; and the Colliers being fuppos’d
at leaft to make 105. per Tun Freight; this would
raife the Freight upon others, to about 1/ 19s. 8 4.

- perTun, which I fuppofe not 'much to exceed the

Truth.
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Truth. Since alfo a great Quantity of our Goods,
is fent abroad by Commiffion from Ewngland, they
have the Benefit of the Sale of thefe Goods in Fo-
reign Markets.

The Bencfit then accruing to Britain from Ireland
will appear thus,

Money fpent in England over and
above the Ballance fubtracted( | @
as before, and by Payments off 415794 -
Troops abroad

By the Monopoly of Irifh Wool
Yand Yarn 5 P }678573 15 6

By Freight of Britifb Shipping, 233608

Total Irifb Moncy 1327976 7 4%

‘Which amounts to in Englith Mo~ 4
ney about 2 }1335730

B u T leaft it might be thought that 30s. per Tun
is more than the Englifb gain by the Freight of Ship-
ping; I fhall deduét 10s. per Tun from the Freight,
which comes to 77869/, 6s. 84. and then they will
be Gainers by the Trade and Rents of Ireland
1250107/. 0s. 84d. Irifb Movey.

they make upon the Irifh Lin-
nens that they ftamp or ftain,
which at 12 4. per Yard export- “
ed, amounts at a Medium to the
Value of 177000/. upon this £
they make 10d. per Yard at
leaft Profit when ftain’d or -
ftamp’d, their Gain upon it |

then is,

To this may be added the Proﬁt‘j

], Trad S
147500 © ©

-




[ 647 -

The Linnen Yarn, at a Mcdium'l" _

exported at 124. per Pound

?

amounts to about 90000 /. and

L
|

the Profit upon it Manufa&ur’d
being at lealf 150 per Centy,when
fold 1n the Englifh Market, with-
out computing the Profit when

exported from thence; comes toj

Their Profit upon Skins, Oar,}:

Tallow, Kelp, €¢. when ma-
nufactur’d, may be reafonably
fuﬁ)pos’d double of the Value
when exported -from Ireland,

which being above §5000 their{
|

fame, viz. J.

Profit may be computed the

As all this 1s neat Gain above thel'

Value of the Goods we export
to Britain (and the profitable
Goods we {fend to them, upon
which the above Profit is made,
amount to 440000 /4 )with which
we pay for the Britifhb Commo-
dities imported to us, we may

- add at leaft fo much more to the ! 440000

Gain Britain makes of Ireland,
fince if there was no fuch King-
dom they would want a vent

for fo many of their profitable |

Exports, no other Kingdom

_ having a demand for them; by |
this their Profitis from Ire/and |

i
?

1

at leaft , -

i

/4 Se g&
I3§000 © O
L. 5o d.—‘
55000 O ©
§ di

Q O
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This being added to the fore-Y]

going Sum of 1250107/ o 84.

then the total Benefit Brizain |

reaps from the Neighbourhood, I 2. 4 4.

‘T'rade and Commerce of Ireland, 6 8

gn which is not included the 2027007 ©

rofit ‘made upon our Goods, -
when exported by Britain to

Forreign Countries) amdunts
to
1

T o this alfo may be added the great Advantage
arifing to Britain, in their Tranfactions with forcign
Princes and States, by having 12000 Veteran Troops
maintain’d in IFrelawd ; without any Expence or
Trouble, ready to affift them upon any Emergency,
either at home or abroad ; the Pay of which amounts
o 362668 /. 115. 31d. as alfo the Benefit they have
in providing for many ot their Cadcts, or younger
Chi{)drcn, by the beneficial Livings and Eniployments
here. Iffuch and {o many are the Advantages which
Britain Reaps from the Neighbourhood of Ireland,
by their Rents, Wooll and Trade, How grofly ig-
norant muft thofe be, who maintain it, would be bet-
ter for Britain that Irelénd was funk, or not to hiave
had it in their Neighbourhood. 'This Set of People
are fill’d with a Notion, that it has been a pérpetu=
al Charge and Expence to Ewgland, and a drain of
their Men and Money, by the frequent Rebellions
of the Irifb 5 whereas it is manifeft except the Con-
gueft by Henry the I1d. and the Armies brought over
by King Fobu and Rickard the 11d. Ireland was no

xpence to them from the firft Landing of the En-
glifb under Strongbow, until the latter end of Queen
Elizabeth’s Reign, but was ferviceable in feveral of
their Wars with France and Scotland; and durin
that whole Time they gain’d by the Rents ang

f Trade
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Trade of IreJand. And tho’ the Crown of England,
in the latter End of Queen Elizabeth’s Reign by her,
Parfimony, and after the Irifb Rebellion in 1641, was
at a confiderable Expence, yet the Body of the Peo-
ple of Eugland gain’d vaftly more by the Irih Rents
and Trade, than the Money expended and fent over
to pay the Troops that reduced the Rebels here:. as
to the late Reduction of Ire/and after 1688, tho’ for
three Campaigns it was very expenfive to Eugland ,
yet from the Year 1660 to that Time, they reap’d
by the Rents, €c. of Ireland three times the Sum
which was expended by them upon the laft Reducti-
on; and fince that time until now, they may juftl
acknowledge they have gain’d a Million and 3 annuaK-
ly by Ireland, in all about 39 Millions ferl. All
which would have been loft to them; had there been
no fuch Country, or had it been in the Hands of Fo=
reigners. o

It is plain then that Ire/and inftead of being a
Charge to Britain, is _of the greateft Benefit, and
may be term’d the choiceft Jewel and Acquifition of
the Crown and People of Exgland .+ a Country whilfk
in the Hands of Proteftants of Britifh Extraction,
proteéted and look’d upon with a favourable Eye by
them, 1n the Pofitilion of their Properties, Rights,
and Privileges, ‘ confiftant with the good of its Mo
ther Coantry, that will be of the greateft Moment
to them, in contributing to fupport the Honour and
Dignity of the Crown,.and the Powen, Wealth: and
Naval Strength of Britasn, . We will always, when
well treated, with chearful and willin% Hearts {pend
among them, the furplufage of our Rents and Bal-
lance gain’d by Trade, as a tribute due to our Pro-
tcétor and clder Brother. 'We will by our Induftry
and Labours provide them with many Neceffaries to,
carry on their ‘Trade, and for their home Confump-
tion, which they muft now neeeffarily have from
Forcigners: By this means we would have Returns
: ’ ' to



L7 F

to give them, for the many and choice Commodities
we take from them. In this Commerce they are li-
able to no Interruption from the Chicane of Foreign .
Princes and States: And what the poor induftrious
Inhabitants of Ireland gain that way, is certainly by
other Channels poured back into Brizain as has been
thewn already; whereas whatéver is taken from Fo-
reigners which Ireland can fupply them . with, of
cqual Goodnefs and Cheapnefs, is plainly éncreafing
and employing the People of a foreign Prince inftead
of thofe under the Britifh Government, and what-
ever they gain by that Trade centers with themfelves
and has no other Channels by which'it returns to
Britain. _

By this we may fee the Falfity of Dr. Davenant’s
Argument, when we were depriv’d of the Benefit of
the woollen Manufa&ure here, he reafons againft {ct-
ing up the Linnen and Hempen Mangufactures in fre-

land ; alledging, if we fupply’d England with Linnens,
the Hamburgh YTrade would be loit in great Mealure

by their having no fufficient Returns to make to
them for the Goods they took from England, their
Linnens being the only Returns they could make.
Now it is plain from this way of Reai)glling, that he
muft mean that either that T'rade muft always be a-
gainft Britain upon the Ballance, or that they could
not expect to Trade with them if they receiv’d a Bal-
lance from Hamburgh ; and confequently that Trade,
as then carried on, was of no Benefit to Britain ; for
if England confumed at home as many Hamburgh Lin-
nens or more than the Valuc of the Goods carried
there, then we were cither barely Savers or loft by
that Trade, and Hamburgh muft have a Ballance in re-
turn from Exgland, which would not be poured back
again any other way as it would from Ire/and; thus
the Benefit would redound to Hamburgh inftead of
Eugland, and the foreign Poor be employ’d inftead of
‘thofc under our Government; whereas by the efta-

X2 blifh’d
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blifh’d Maxims of Trade, a wife and prudent Natiy

on fhould endeavour to procure fewer Importations
than Exportations, that a Ballance in Cafh might be

" brought into it. But tho’ this leflening of the Vent

of Hamburgh Linnens was of Confequence when in

" diftin&tion with fetting up the Linnen Manufaéture

in Ireland, yet it was not once mention’d when in
competition with the Eaft India Callicoes and Muf-
lins, which he owns leflen’d as well as lower’d the
Hamburgh Linnens ; but the common prevailing opi-
nion of Ireland’s being a dangerous Rival to Eng-
land in Trade, and a perpetual Expence, made all
Objections againtt it go down eafily, which at other
Times would not have been advanc’d. |
Tuus having plainly fhewn of what Confequence
Ireland is to Britain, whilft encreafing in Wealth and
Numbers, and protected in the Enjoyment of our
Religious and Civil Liberties; I fhall here, more ful-
ly to convince thofe in Britain, who have run away
with a contrary Notion, thew the Danger they muit
be in from Ireland, and the Expence they muft nes
ceflarily be at, in cafe at any time hereafter {uch
dangerous Politicks fhould prevail there, as to fo-

‘ment Jealoufies and Mifundcrf’candings between us,

or opprefs us in our Taxes and Trade, to make us
poor and difpirited. By fuch Methods our nume-
rous Poor muft encreafe, for Want of Money and
Trade to employ them, and become a Burthen to
the remainder; the Value and Rents of Lands muft
fall, and the whole Community be turbulent and un+
cafy, withing for any Change to alter their Conditi-
on; the Returns to Britain would annually leflen,
as alfo our Demand for their Goods by having no
fufficient Returns to make them; by our Indolence

‘and Difpiritednefs our Revenue would decreafe, and

yet the Taxes feem more burthenfome by the Peo-
ple’s becoming poorer and the Numbers lefs: We
would not then be able to keep up the Eftablifh-

ment,
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ment, and yet a greater Force would be requifite to

keep us in Subjection. Thus we thould become a
perpetual Charge to England, or otherwife be op=

prefs’d with greater Taxes than our Circumftances
could bear, and be {fo weak and difpirited, as not to

be either capable or willing to defend our felves
againft a Foreign Encmy were we invaded, or fo
turbulent as to be alpt to join with any who fhould
invade us; or in cafe any tuture Prince fhould ever
incline to be arbitrary in Britain, the Army which
would be deem’d neceffary to keep Ire/and in Subjec=
tion, would be the Means made ufe of to bring it
about. Thefe would be the neceflary Confequences
upon following fuch unhappy Maxims in Politicks;
how far different from the prefent Harmony! which
I hope by the Difpofition of thofe in Power will dai=
ly increafe; and all the Favours they fhew us in con-
curring with and affifting us in the Improvement of
Ireland, and enabling us to become more wealthy
and ealy, we will gratefully repay by the Millions,
we will throw in upon them from the Surplufage of
our Induftry at home and Commerce abroad. This
I am confident in Time will increafe the Naval Pow=
er and Wealth of Britain to that Degree, by the In=
creafe of its Colonies and T'rade abroad, and by the
Proteétion of its Fleets, that they will think it con-
venient to enlarge the Bottom at home aud incorpo-
rate us with them, there being T'rade and Commerce
abroad fufficient to employ and maintain all the
Hands in Britain and Ireland were they double what
they are. As Loudon is now opulent and rich by be-
ing the Seat of Empire, and Refidence of the Court,
where all the Men of Fortune and greateft Expence
do generally refide;. fo upon fuch an Union, Britain

as being the Seat of Empire, would ftill almoft en-

grofs all the Wealth perpetually flowing from the
diftant Members and Colonies, as {rom the diftant
Countics now into Londou, ;l"his 1s demonftrably

‘  certain,
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certain, that upon an Union with England and 'Tn-
largement of the Trade of Ireland, all the acquired
Wealth that Ire/and would have from a conftant and
regular Employment of their induaftrious Poor, would
be pour’d into England by the Rich; and lreland
éou{)d never be richer or have more Money, than
what would be fufficient to employ the Poor and cir=~
culate their Trade: For as the Blood in the natural
Body circulates through the Heart in greatcr Quan-
tity and with greater Velocity than through the Fx«
treams, fo all the Wealth of a Nation through the
Capital and Centre of Empire and Trade.

Tuvus thould Ireland encreafe 'upon an Union in
their Numbers and Induftry, and acquire two Milli=
ons from abroad more than was fufficient for their
home Confumption, at leaft ¢ of this would be car-
ty’d into Britain by various and many Channels. It

-can then only proceed from a narrow and felfith Way
of thinking, that Ireland can ever be fuppos’d to ri=
val England in T'rade, whilft a Member of their Em-
pire.  Were it in the Hands of a Foreign Nation, or
had it Fxtent and Numbers fufficient to be a State of
it {elf, it would then be a dangerous Rival; But the
Iaft of thefe is impoffible from its Situation and
little Extent, “and ‘the firft can never happen whilfk
the Britifb Proteftant Intercft prevails in freland, and
we are proteéted and regarded as their Brethren
and Friends: nothing but Violence and Oppreflion
can ever 'give Ireland the leaft Tendency that Way,
which T have thewn can never happen while Reafon
prevails in the Britih Government. What Reafon
can then be given for not admitting Ireland into a
ftri¢ter Union and greater Privileges in Trade, but
would have equally held againft the admitting of
Stotland and Wales: and yet we find that London, in
being' the Metropolis, reaps all the Benefit and ac-
quir'd Wealth of thofe diftant Members, as it did

before of the Northern and Weftern Counties of Eng-
dand :
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Jand: It would be accounted a very narrow and li-
mited way of thinking, and highly prejudicial to the
‘Wealth and Power of the Publick, to allow that a
few Merchants thould monopolize a Trade, and de=
prive others of it, who being admitted, would add
vaitly to the Wealth and Power of the whole Com=
munity: or fhould the City of Lowdon fay, by de-
priving the Outports of Trade, the City would grow
immeniely rich and 2ll their Poor be employ’d; and
they would gain more than now, when Trade is dif=
pers’d in fo many Parts of the Kingdom, would that
be efteem’d good Reafoning? when the Outports
could thew, that by their being admitted, greater
Numbers would be' maintain’d and employ’d, and a
greater Wealth acquir’d annually to the Publick;
tho’ it would be difpers’d among more Hands, and
{ome - particular qugns would not reap fo great a
Benefit as when confin’d to themfelves ; Qct is. 1t not
from a parallel way of Reafoning, that Ire/and is de-
priv’d ol an Union with Brizain, and of having feve-
ral Privileges of Trade allow’d them, which they
could thew would add vaftly to the Power and
Wealth of the Britih Empire in general? Were we
admitted into the fame Privileges of Trade and ine+
corporated with them, would we not be liable to the
fame Taxes with Eugland? which we could bear in
proportion as the diftant Counties in England do,
and the Enlargement of our Trade would pro-
curc; us a Fund to bear it. Would not that cafe
the Publick in Exgland, and make us more formi-
dable abroad? Would not the Encreafe of our
Riches and Numbers upon it, procure us greater
Privileges in our, Foreign' Traffick, and enlarge
our Commerce as we enlarg’d our. Foundation  at
- bome, fo that we. fhould have, full. Employment?
are, we not of the fame Religion and Lineage, and
entitled to have thefe Privileges, fince by them we
- would ‘encreafe the Riches, Power, and Security of
Nt Britain 2
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Britain? No unpiejudic’d Man who has the real Se2
curity and Strength of the Britifb Empire at Heart;
but muft own that the encouraging Ire/and in all the
Improvements it is capable of, by adding to its
Trade and Wealth, 4nd uniting 1ts Affections to
Britain, is doing the greateft Service to the Publick;
and the clofer fuch Uhion is made, and the more
powerful we grow in Ireland, juit fo much the
more is 4dded to the Security, Wealth, Power; and
¥ame of Britain. |
T uore it won’t be judg’d improper here a little
to obferve the Proportion our Trade bears to the ex~
tended Commetce of Britainy which will alfo thew
how much we contribute to them upon their general
Ballance, and the Proportion of their Shipping we
employ in our Trade.

Tae Exports of England upon their whole
Tiade in 1710, amounted to 66908287 15s. 23
their Ballance then was 2389872/ 9s5. 94.1; In
1715 their Exports were 73794097 3s. and Bal-
lance 22562534 i8s. 84. 5 If we fuppofe they
have encreafed fince to 8ocooool. and the Ballance
to 2400000 /. which would be a confiderable Additi-
on to the Trade and Wealth of Britain; near ] as
much, if not # is gain’d by the Rents, T'rade; Wooll,
and Fraights of Ireland.

Tk Tuhnage of Shipping employ’d in England,
at a Medium of § Years ending Chriftmas 1727, a<
mounts to 859365; the Tunnage of the Trade of
Treland to 181901 ; which is to the Englifb as about
1 to 4 .7 the Briti/b Tunnage employ’d in Ireland 1
15537823 fo the Proportion we employ of Britifh
Shipping, is to their whole Tunnage as 1 to 5. 4,
it may alfo be obferv’d, that the Total of our Ex-
potts is to theirs, as 1 to 7 .3; and our Imports as
1 to 6; but their Ballance exceeds ours as 14 to I3
without taking Notice of the Draughts upon us
othetrwife: : '

Tuvs
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Tavs ftands at prefent our Trade with Britain
and their Colonies. = *Tis highly neceflary for us to
confider_how we may increafe our Exports and lef=
fen our Imports, that we may not fink through the
vaft Draughts upon us from thence. It is plain {ince
the Court muft be there, all the Savings we can have
in our Trade with them, and Superlucration by the
Trade with our Foreign Neighbours, will be fpent
there. ‘The Great, the Rich, the Gay and Young
who are eafy in their Circumftances, will always
¢rowd to the Circle of Pleafure. However that
thofe, who have a prudent Regard for the Welfare
of their Country, may know in what Imports we
may fave to beft Advantage, I fhall infert fome of
the moft material, viz

J

Bottles - - - 3.400
grain, - - - - 30200

rapery - L - 23670
Farthen-Ware - - - fole)
Herrings - - - 3600
Fuftians - - - 4080

Glafs Ware - -

- - 5000

Gold and Silver Thread and Late, - 33 go‘
Hops - - - c680
Iron Ware, - - = = 0000
Cambricks - - - 3000
Hollands ~ E - 2000
Lawns - - A 1000
Muflins - - - 18107
Calicoes - - -  100Q
"Flower - - - 4000
Millenary Ware - - = 2000
Silk Manufature, - - 23600
Whale Bone - - ~ 2100
Cyder - - - 2500

Totah, - it . - 188586
In
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I~ fome of thefe Articles we might fave. all, but
upon the whole we might reafonably fave : amount~
ing to 1257244 | by

~Tue Monopoly of Wool and Woollen-Yarn has
been the greateft occafion of Complaint in Ireland,
of Hardfhip laid upon it by England’s ingrofing fo
valuable a Branch of Trade to its felf. This the Eu-
glifb claim as due to them, upon Account of the
Charges from Time to Time they have been at in re=
ducing the Natives of Ireland, as alfo in protecting and
reftoring the Britifh Intereft; when outed or difturb-
ed by the frequent Rebelliors of the Irih. On the
other fide we reply, that the Hardfhip is laid equal-
1y upon the Conquerors and conquer’d, without re-
gard to their own Off<fpring, and of thofe that bore.
the brunt of the War. Alfo by being confin’d to
one Market, the Profit made by our Sheep is too
{mall, we being only allow’d to {pin it at the loweft
Wages pofiible: For by computing the Proportion
of Wool and Yarn exported, the whole does not ex-
ceed at a Mediom 105, 44. per Stone; which cer-
tainly muft deftroy our Sheep-walks, and put us up-
on other ways of employing and improving our
Lands. This Difficulty I would willingly confider as
a Friend to the Britifh Commerce, without any View of
its being a Hardthip to Ire/and, fince inmy Opinion
they have given us a full Equivalent for it, in the Ma-
nufa¢ture of Linnen and Hemp; in which they have
{o much encourag’d us, that Lhope they will in a little
"Time_ be fully fupply’d from us, together with what
they make in Britain, and by that Means fave from
Forcigners 800000/ at leatt, if not a Million, in Lin-
nens they formerly had from them before the rife of
our Manufature. I believe in this Computation, I
am within Bounds; for Dr. Dauenant allows that
in 17035, the Dutch imported Linnens into Euglaud
to the Value of 2137017 195. 114. and fays that
by the Report made to the late King H#iliam in

1697,
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1697, the French imported Linnens to the Value of
500700/, By a Computation made in France in 1676,
and laid before the King of France, they computed
400000%. gain’d by Linnens fent by them anngally
into England; if to this be added the great Quanti-
ty of Hamburgh Linnens imported, which is the bulk
of the Linnens fold in Eng/and, the whole cannot be
lefs than a Million fler/.  'Whilft they continue then
to encourage us fo far, as to fupply them, and pre-
ferve fo much Money in the Dominions of Britain,
by giving us the Preférence to Foreigners’ we ought
willingly to acquicfce in the Monopoly of Wool.
However as the Irifb Wool is now difpofed of, I
fhall confider whether it is fo beneéficial an Article to
Britain as it might be.
By their own Obfervations in Trade they know,
“that where high Duties or Prohibitions are 1aid u
on any Species of Goods, either’ Exported or Im=
ported, there a {mugling and rfunning Trade will be
carry’d on; whilit there are" Men in the World who
will Rifque any Thing for Profit, it is unavoidable:
They muft hence conclude, that in Ireland fuch Per-
fons finding a better Price in France and Holland for
their Wool than in England, do carry onfuch a ftolen
‘T'rade, in fpite of all'the Carc taken to prevent it:
It this is lga&, it ought to be carefully weigh’d
whether' the giving fo material an Article as [rifhb
Wool to Foreigners in their Manufatures, and that
in confiderable Quantities be not more prejudicial to
the Sale of ‘Englifb Woollen Manufactures abroad |
than prohibiting Ire/and from fending over to Britain
any of our Wool manufactur’d, permitting only our
Wool and Woollen-Yarn, can at prefent be of Bene-
fit to them. |
A s the Cafe now ftands,-the Confequence will un=
avoidably be this, either this fmuggling prejadicial
Tradewill be carry’d on to the {ole Advantage of

Forcigners, and leffening the Sale and Confumption
A K 2 of
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of our Britifp Matwfacture abroad , -orin Cafe a ftop
could be put to it, the Sheep-walks and Flocks of
Sheep in Ireland would be leflen’d, and in a ligtle
Time no more would be kept than were fufficient to
fupply the Markets with Fleth, and what Wool
would be wanting to make up Cloaths for our home
Confumption. This lat I am apt to-believe will
foon be the Cafe, fince our Exports of Waol and
Yarn to England are con_ﬁdcrably leflen’d. By look-
ing back fome time ago, 1 find in 1687 our Export
of Wool to Britain amounted to 28512 § {mmall Stones ;
in 1698, to 377520}; and at a Medium of laft eight
Years to Lady-day 1728, it was only 227049, which
is above §8000 Stone lefs than in 1687, and 148000
nearly lefs than in 1698, tho’ our woollen Manufac-
ture was not prohibited ’till the Year following.
Would it not then be highly proper for the Legifla-
ture in Britain to confider, as the Cafe now ftands,
whether ’tis better to be in this Dilemma, or to re= .
move it quite ? that isywhether we fhould by carry=-
ing on the fmugling Trade or leflening our Sheep-
walks, give them no.more Wool on the one Hand,
or on the other; be put upon fuch a footing as to
work our Wool to advantage, and employ our poor
in Ireland, whilft at the fame time Eugland thould
reap the fame advantage by our Mannfactures as
France now does by our Wool. On cither fide of
the Dilemma England is a great Loofer. For fup-
pofe 100000 Stone of Wool is convey’d from [re-
{and to France or Holland annually , it is plain (that
in fuch foreign Markets as they {upply by it) at 42
per Stone Manufa&ur’d, which is now confiderably
within. the Profit they make; Eugland lofes 400000/
which they might have fav’d had they got the Wool : -
if that were ftop’d and our:Sheep-walks reduc’d by
reafon of the fmall Profit we could honeftly make by
eur Sheep, then the Profit Eugland now makes by
Manufaéturing our Wool. would be loft, \vhicl:lla I
ve
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have -‘aw»lread%:1 fhewn amounts to 6785734 1§s. 6:d.if
England cither by our giving it too much Wool, or
by our fupplying Foreigners, has more Manufactu~
res upon Hand, than it can get vent for abroad , ’its
undoubtedly its Intereft that our Flocks of Shcep
fhould be leflened, and our Lands be put to a better
ufc; .but ifthis be not the Cafe, and the Englifb have
a fufficient vent, and want Wool to fupply the World
with their Manufactures , which confidering the in-
creafe of our own and the Portugue/ec Colonics, as
well as of other Nations, by a Probability of a laft-
ing Peace, and by the concurring Evidence of thofe
who write upon the Euglifb Commeree, feems to be
evident ; for ’tis affirm’d there is no Wool left upon
the Farmers Hands in England, and the Exports of
the Eanglith woollen Manufactures at a Medium of
laft four Years, exceeded their Exportations about
16 or 18 Years ago about 2000004 per Awnum. If
thefe be Fals, the principal Thing to be confider’d
18, whether 2 way may’nt be found for Britain to
gain as much as what it now does by Irifh Wool,
and perhaps confiderably more, by increafing our
Sheep-walks, at the fame Time that Ire/and may
gain that Proportion for its Poor which is now gi-
ven to Foreigners by running of Wool abroad. This
I think not difficult to accomplith: It would at once
cafe us in Ireland of the feeming Hardfhip put upon
us by the Monepoly of our Wool, and want of £m-
ployment for our Poor here; and all' the Wealth
accruing to reland by it, would be fav’d from Fo-
reigners and greatly for the Benefit of Britain, en-
abling us to take off more of their valuable Manu~
factures, and by increafing the Number of fuch as
would go over to refide and fpend their Fortunes in
Englapdy where all our Superlucration by Trade
will certainly Center. |
Lex the attual Prohibition of Ireland’s exporting
any woollen Manufattures to foreign Markets ro-
main
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main as now, The Prohibition of fending it to Eng~
land being only by laying on high Duties equal toor
exceeding the Value of the Manufaétures in moft
kinds, with a'draw back of Part of the Value upon
Re-exportation, which is fo fmall; that more re-
mains than any poffible Profit that can be made by

- the Merchant exporting them: So that nothing will

bear Exportation but Flannel and Frizes. |
Now fhould the Britifb Legiflature think it pro-

%r to make the draw-back effe€tual, or to leflen the
uties upon fuch Sorts as the French and Dutch ex-

port, in which they under-fell the Englifbabroad, or

of {fuch coarfe Cloths as don’t interfere with their
foreign Markets, by which Means their Poor might
be fupply’d with coarfe Cloaths at home at the cheap-
eft Rate, and their Manufacturers be employ’d more
in making the richer and finner Sort for foreign Sale:
Or fhould they think it propet to allow us to Ex-
gort to Britain white Cloths Duty free ; fo that the
rofit made by Dreffing and Dying and Exportati-
on would be entirely Euglifb, and the Benefit of the
weaving would be added to our fpinning here, and
of Courfe more of our Poor be employ’d: Such Num-
bers in Ireland would exert themfelves againft the
Smugglers, upon obtaining fo confiderable a Favour,
as muft entirely put an End to this Clandeftine-
"Trade of runhing our Wool, fo prejudicial to Bri-
tain, and fo much to the Advantage of foreign Prin-
ecs and States. Thus as more Hands would be em-
ploy’d, and the Sale- of our Wool become regular
and profitable,, our Sheep-walks would not be lef=
fen’d, as now they muft be by the little Benefit arif-
ing from them: But, as I obferv’d before, this being
chiefly defign’d for the Benefit of Britain, the Par-
Jiament and Merchants there are the beft Judges,

whether it be for their Intereft or not. -
T ue next particular Trade I am to confider, as
diftipgnifh’d 1n the Cuftom-Houfe Books, is . the
| ‘ Eaftland,
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ftland, which comprehends all the Countriés Norzbward
Holland, upon the Continent from Emden to Archangel,
> Sound and Baltick canfequently included ; an Abftraét
| which for Eight Years ending Lady-day 1727 is here

ven, viz.

Lars. Exports. |- Imports. Ballance. 4C0nt.ra Ballance.

T

loovyl - d A ISRy § L' % A ¥y, d,

719 81514 9

1:';'70395 16 107 11118 12 2:’;1
1720 (100337 3%'- 61011 8 8};— 39325 II J
721 | 80700 I 4% 49742 7 83 30957 13 7%
722 | 46531 4 8}- 54292 o Iig 7760 16 3
1723 | 44951 1 93| 67000 9 94| 22049 7 11%
1724 | 42049 10 33| 74300 8 11 32250 18 73
725 | 39574 17 53| 59400 3 111 19825 6 67
726 53211 9 93] 67193 7 6% 13981 17 ©

1488869 14 93[503336 4 5§ 81401 17 5% | 95868 7 1%

1 of §| 61108 14 453 62917 o 634 1808 6 23¢

ears { 1

2di- ¢!

; of§ 45263 12 95% 64437 6 335 19173 13 63
[ ears™ ™

Our Exports are made up of

L
Beef about - - 2800
Butter - - 17000
Grain -. - - 1300

. Tan’d - - = 148
Hldcs _ Raw n - i~ 3 277

Oatmeal - = - 3800
Calve-Skins - = - 1800
< Tallow - t - 1100
Re-exports - i S, e

Tatal - - - 37557 -
’ The
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The Remainder is made up of feéveral fmall Articles,
not material in Trade. Our’ Imports from thénce
confift of |

' »
Copper Plates about - - .. %000
Flax and Seed = - - + 6000
Sugar - - = = = 1600
Hemp = - - - 3800
ron’ | A = 1 =ha= dmgdSh 2000
Lamp Black - - - 6oo
T'rain Oyl - - - 700
"T'in Plates - - - - 260
Tar - - « = =0 . 800
‘Wood - - - - 35000

B )

Total 58160

The remainder is made up of Linnen-Yarn, Potafh,
Lattin Wyre, and other fmall Articles.

I~ confidering our Trade to thefe Countries, it
may be obferv’d, what a great Difproportion there
is between the Ballances taken at the Medium of
cight Years, and of the laft Five; during which laft
the Ballance was conftantly againft us, as it was for
us the firft Three of the Eight: The latter Ballance
exceeding the former 17365 L 7 s. 4}, d. out Exports
thither have diminifh’d above the Value of 16c00/
and our Imports increafed about 1 500 /. Our Exports
increafing at the. fame Time to Fraice, as may be
feen afterwards, thews that either our Trade to
Hamburgh and Bremen ineteas’d for the firft three
Years (occafion’d by the Freuch breaking. their Cre-
dit with us upon the Alteration of their Coin, and
lofs of Trade by the Mi/iffipi Bubble) or the laft
four Years Trade took a ditferent Channel, and re=-
mov’d to'Frawce; not I am afraidy from our h'éwing
' etter
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better Markets there for our Goodsj but our De-
mands for French Wines increafing, requir’d greater
Exports there to Ballance them.

X s this Trade is divided among a great many dif-
ferent Kingdoms and Cities, which 1n the Cuftom=
Houfe Ledgers are all enter’d under one Head; I
can’t pretend to ftate the Ballance with each Nation
in the Eaft Country, we trade to feparately; but it
may appear upon the View of the Particulars of our
grofs Exports, that little or nothing, except Grain
and Oatmeal, gocs to Norway ; tho’ the Tar; Timber
and Deals imported from thence; and awvery little
from Gottenburgh and the Baltick,amount to 35000/
Value.

I T may be taken for granted, that the Beef, But-
ter, Hides, Tallow and Calf-Skins we export, go
gencrally to Hamburgh and Bremen, very little to
Sweden or the Baltick, and mnothing to Demmark :
Our Imports from thence are Cogpcr Plates and I-
ron, part of which we takefrom Sweden immediate-
ly our felves, Tin Plates; Train Oyl, Flax and
Hemp; the two laft Articles we import in part from
Livonia and Conningsburgh s our Ruffian T'rade for
Hemp to Archaungel, having taken a different Chan-
nel by Petersburgh, upon the late Czar’s Acquifition
of that Port and Livonia.

HeNce we may conclude that our Trade to Ham-
burgh and Bremen is moft advantagious to us; from
whence we-have our Returns chiefly by Bills, and
our Goods are'carry’d there in our own or Britifb
Shipping: ‘Whereas our "I'rade to Norway is moftly
carry’d on by Daunifb or Norwegian Ships, with Re-
turns in our ready Money ; which they can do to a
greater Profit, by rcafon of the Largenefs of their
Ships, and Cheapnefs of building and failing them:
Thl'q'lrrade tho” highly neceflary to us for Want of
Timgcr at home, is a great Drain upon us; and we

brought it upon our felves by the vaft Déftruction
L and
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and Havock we made of our Woods; of which we
thought we could never fee an End, till all were eut
down, Yet notwithftanding this Demand, and the
annual Expence we are aty tew there are who confi»
der the Good of our Pofterity or Country in helping
it, becaufe they don’t immediately reap the full Be-
nefit themfelves, |

Trus ftands at iprefent our Trade with thofe
Countries.. Whilft our Demands upon ‘them are {o
great, we can neverexpect a Ballance from thence,
unlefs we: arc able to carry on a Herring Fithery to
Advantage: But in 'Time fomewhat may be done by
Planting at home, or by being render’d capable to
furnith our felves with Timber and other Naval
Stores from America ' yet the Diftance of America is
fo great, I am afraid it will never anfwer the Ex-
pence of Freight, whilft the Woods in Norway laft;
unlefs our Linnens come to have fuch a Vent there,
that upon the Profit of them we could purchafe
Ships from thence, and bring back Cargoes of Tim=
ber; but inftead of that, our Exports thither at pre-
fent, are Proteftants, the Manutacturers of our Eing
nen; and our Imports from thence, Grain, both to
our Eternal Reproach. ' |

Tre next particular T'rade to. be confider’d, go-
ing Soutbwardly, is Holland and Flanders; an Ab-
ftralt of which for 8 Years, I fhall here fubjoin, end-
ing Lady+Day 1727 ; with the Medium of the Bal-
lance taken for thofe 8 Years, as alfo for the laft 4
Years, when, as in the Trade to the Eaftland, it
here alfe feem’d to take a different Channel.

Years
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X
|
Years. {  Exports. Imports. Ballance ontraBallance
N g et Wi 7, o . ® 4
1719 |i40726 11 -%- 87957 19 10:"; §2768 11 2
1720 |ii3107 3 93] 71162 14 77 | 41944 9 2
1721 | 8703z 19 11 | 51187 3 43 139845 16 6
1722 | 89327 4 1| 65624 16 9% | 23702 7. 3 4
1723 [ 60866 7 7 822237 17 23 21358 9 %
1724 | 52618 1 13| 70048 14 3% 17430 13 24
1725 | 63922 15 33]| 69206 2 2% 5283 6 11
1726 | 93713 15 63] 84048 6 23| 9665 .9 33 :
Total. |ior314 18 4 |581460714 7% #63926 13 siligor2 9 9
Medi-Q : ¥ '
um of €1 87664 7 34 72682 11 932 14981 15 3§
B g _ L

Medi- -
umo! (| 67780 4 10!

76381 19 113

4 1860115 1§

Qur Exports thither chicfly confift of

Beef value about - - 300

Butter - - 18400

Feathers - - - 700

Salmon, " - . 340

Raw Hides, - - 20000

Pork, -~& -« -= - 700

Ra{;c: Seed, - - 900

Tallow - - - 4000
Total ~ - 50340
With feveral others not material.

Tuxs falls thort of the Medium of laft 4 Years ;

which is occafion’d by m
- from 1724, that Year’s

‘below the Medium here taken.

thence confift of]

having taken the Exports
xports being about

I 5000/,

Our Im ports from

y

Bark,-




L8]

Bark, value about - - 2000
Battery - - -~ 700
PrafsShruff ' - o "4 530

Books unbound - B 330

Drugs - - - 12350
Madder - - - - 5128
Other dying Stuffs - = 58
Farthen Ware - - 11350
Plax' et = - 3000
Groceries « | = = o =@ Ja 4600

. Guopowder - - - 1080
Inkles - < G =1 [hgsg

~ Thread - - - 1000
Hemp - - - - 2700
Iron - - - 2500
Bone-Lace. - - - 4200
Cambricks ~ - - 1500

Hollands - -
Flax-Seed - -

200

- elelo)
Linfeed Oyl - = - - 1200
Paper - - - 1800
Potafh, = . =4 o= snles §300
Garden Seeds - - - 600
Silk Manufadture - - 4000
Steel - - - 400
~Whalebone S Sl - 3100
Rbenip Wine - - - 3900

Wood and Ware - - 2400

-Iron _
| Wyrc%Lattin}
Steel )

Total - - - 66248

1800

This with other fmall Parcels make up the Medinm.

By
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By comparing thefe Abftracts with the next T give
from France, may be tound the Reafon why the Bal= .
lance changes in the different Years of this Abftract;
for as our Exports to France increas’d, thofe to Ho/-
land and Fanders decreas’d in Proportion. We ma
obferve that our Demands from Holland and Flanders
being generally the fame, our Imports from thence
don’t vary fo mueh as our Exports; they never fall-
ing fo low as §50000/. or rifing {o high as gooco /.
this with the great Decreafe of our Exports, was
the Reafon of the Ballance’s being againft us at a
Medium of the laft 4 Years, tho’ upen the whale it
was in our Favour.

It may alfo be obferv’d that our Exports are
made up entirely of the Produce of our Lands with-
out Tillage, except in the two fmall Articles of
Rape-Seed and Salmon; in all the cther Articles no-
thing valuable is taken from us, that either Sea or

Land yields to us by the Labour and Induftry of
the Inhabitants.

Tue Goods we import from thence are ecither
{uch as are rais’d and manufaétur’d among themfelves,
or Returns made, by their Trade, of the Growth
of other Countries, 'which they can afford as cheap,
or cheaper than we could import them from the
Cauntries whence they had them; this is owing en-
tirely to the Lownefs of Intereft, Cheapnefs of
Freight, and the cafy Dutics upon the Export and
Import of their Goods; by which Means that Coun-
try becomes the general Magazine of all Commedi-
ties beneficial in Trade, and they have fuch a Varie=-
ty, that they can at once, fort out a Cargo advanta-
gious to any Country; alfo their Plenty of Money
enables them to lay in Stores, and preferve them at
{mall Expence, when by their general Correfpondence
they learn that Markets are low and glutted abroad,
and to make their Profit when Markets rife again;
nay often they fell them back again to that very Na-

tion
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tion from whence they had them; thus quick Retuins an
light Gain make a heavy Purfe. ; o

We might fave of our Imports from thence by prope
Induftry at Home, Madder above 5000/ to {fupply ou
felves, and alfo to {fupply England, which takes from the
to the Value of 20000/ annually; Earthen-Ware, Flax
Gun-Powder, Inkles, Thread, Hemp, Lace, Cambrick
Holland, wrought Silks, Paper, Whalebone, and Garden
Sceds, which amount to 359304 '

Tue next particalar Trade that falls regularly in m
Way to be obferv’d, is that with France: Abftracts of thi
I here give, with a fmall Ballance fecmingly in our Fa

vour, yet when carcfully enquir’d into it appears; to b
much otherwife.

s

Years, Exports. : I mports. Ballance. Contra Ballance

S—

A 5. d. L Maal il s 4 7 5. d.

1719 {165859 16 113{179597 12 1% 13732 14 28
1720 | 58012 12 1I [111000 1§ 3% 52988 2 43
1721 121237 1o 93li32908 2 33 11670 11 6
1722 (122426 10 § (113881 13 3 | 4354417 2
1723 1176777 8 2%|is0563 18 3 | 26213 9 11
1724 214422 17 63141650 9 5% 72772 8 p
1725 205317 7 7 [1§9055 5 27 46262 2 45
1726 (137702 10 77%[193954 12 64 §6252 1 11z
I

Total. [1201756 1§ 6311866[2 8 53149792 17 7% 41;4648 1L
Medi-

um of § [150219 11 10331148526 11 o33 1893 © 9%;‘.{]

8Years |

4Years l

Qu
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Our Exports for 1724, which were by much th®
greatett in this Abftradt, confifted of

A
Beef about - - - 0000
Butter - - - 2, ﬂoooo
Raw Hides - - - 10000
Tallow - - - 40000

“Total + o - 180000

The other Articles of ffna]l Value in "Trade are not
worth inferting.

Our Imports from thence, LG i
Wine at a Medium of 9 Years %, 83156 5 10}
At a2 Medium of 4 Years 01658 14 6

Brandy at a Medium of 6 Years 23446 18 6

"The reft taken in the Year 1724, viz.
Z.

Playing Cards about '« = . 100
Cork - = -~ - 1400
Flints - - - - - 50
Pruins - - - - 1500
Succus Liquor. . = = - 1500
Sugar RYY TG TR 10000

Iron and TronWare - - < 6oo
Cambricks = = o . 2000
TrainOyl - - - . o0
Paper " - - - = 3500
Rozin - ~ - - 1140
Salt i - . L o a650
Silk ManufaGture - - - 6500
Vinegar - - - 2500
Other Groceries - = '« 500
Wood and Ware - - 2500

Total including the Wine at four g RO ey @

| E’mm,Mcdiqm and Brandy at >150705 13 00
- fix
) The
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The other Articles are not.Material, =

‘ AT L
The Import of Wine 1726 100417 17 I}
Brandy for the faid Year - 30871 13 9

Total 140289 10 10}

Hexre you fee the Ballance at a Medium of cight
and of four Years; as allo the inereafe of our Ex-
ports thither from 1720, at which Time they had
not overcome their Difficulties occafion’d by the raif-
ing their Coin, and their Mi/ijipi Bubble. We may
alfo obferve that our Imports from thence have rifen
from that Time, and how the Importation of French
Wine has ‘increas’d upon us; the Medium of laft
gour Years exceeding that of the laft eight, 8502 /.

s 7.4 |

Ovur whole Exports for the: Year ending Lady-
day 1727, were 155702 ). 10s. 7;4. and the Wine
and Brandy imparted that Year amounted to 140289/
105, 1044d. foin_thofe.two Arrticles, we gxeeeded the
Years Exports.2 587 L ¢ 5. 34. Thus we find our Mad-
nefs increafing indrinking Freuch Wine; fortho’ Part
of this was lode’d in the Iffe of Maw for fome T ime,
yet it was all imported from Framee in lefs than a
Year before. . Of the Winc as.computed ag 20/ per
Tun, there were §470:1 Tuns, and 19297, Funs of
Brandy; in all above 7400 Tuns of Wing and Bran-
dy imported that Year. As the Value of Wine and
Brandy re=cxported docs not exeeed .aeyool Wine
computed. when _exported at 40l per. Tun, and
Brandy at 2 s, 4 d.per Gallon (near double the Price
as when Imported, being then valued at 15, 3 4.) we

ent at home of Wine and Brandy that Year, near
to the Value of 130000/ amoéunting to 68co Tuns.
Thefe are the Obfervations we may make from the

Returns in the Cuftom-Houfe Books; but I am a-
| fraid
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fraid we can’t depend upon our Exports to France
from thefe Returns; for ’tis plain, where no Bonds
are given by the Merchants upon their Entries,
they may make them for one Kingdom when they go
for another, of which the Cuftom-Houfe can také no
Notice ; and this is frequently the Cafe in our Experts
to France ; for which Kingdom the Merchants make
their Entries, when they defign for Hamburgh, Bre-
men or Holland, and that for this Reafon, thereare fe-
veral Light-Houfes in their Way to Holland, Ham-~
burgh,&c. in the Britifb Channel &e¢. towardsthe Main=-
tenance of which all Shipping pay in the firft Port
they putinat, and are charg’d with {o many as they
have Benefit in their Voyage ; now ifit appear by their
Cocket that they are bound for thefe l?orts through
the Channel, they pay towards the Maintenance of
them all; if for France, and they are fuppos’d to be
blown there out of their Way, they pay for no more
than they are prefum’d to reccive Benefit by: Thus
the Merchants finding fo many Charges upon Tradc,
and little and uncertain Profit, are tempted tomake
ufe of any Shift to fave'their Money; and by this
Means we muft be impos’d upon, in our Accounts
from the Cuftom-Houfe, without their being any
otherwife capable of fetting us right, than by thewing
what may be computed from the Reafon of the
T hin%z founded upon fome certainty of Faéts. The
next ‘| hing to be obferv’d is, that the Price at which
we buy our Wines in France, computed at the Medi-
um of 20/ per Tun,is too low; if the Quantity of
whitec Wines bore any Proportion to the Claret, their
Obfervation might be juft; but as they do not, 1
can’t think but 24/. per Tun is nearcr the Truth,
and ftill a little within ity the Duty and Prifage not
exceeding 13/ §s. od. per Tun, and the Freight
within 3/ (the Freight home not being 40 5. or much
above 1/. 10s. per Tun) fo that Wine landed in Ire-
landy allowing all Charges upon it, does not at the
™ | M 20/.




.rent Mixtures to nice Palates, under Mock Names
- of this or ’tother Vintage, Hermitage, Pontack,
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20/ Value cxceéd 557 per Tun, even allowing Lcaic-

age, not abovo 36 4 which does not exceed 9/ per
Hogfhead ; now as the Wine Merchants fell thefe
again from 14 to 20 Piftoles per Hogthead, they
would have from 50 to Cent per Cent Profit upon their
Wines, for lying out of their Money two or three
Years, Cooperage and Cellarage ; an immenfe Profit !
To avoid the Cenfure of impofing upon us, they
pretend our Demand has increas’d the Price in France
if fo, we may reafonably allow 4/. more per Tun;
{o they would import them ftill under 10/ per Hogf=
head landed here, and the Merchants have {till 50
or 60 per Cent Profit, over and abave the Intereft of
their Money, &€¢ This would add to our Imports
trom Frange 20000 /. upon the’Article of Wine alone,

Tue great Profit given to the Wine Merchants,
by the increafe of our Luxury, has tempted many
more to follow that Trade; this has alfo increas’d
the Importation of Wine, which to get rid of, they
are oblig’d to force a ‘T'rade with Taverns and Inn-

Keepers, and to give them Prefents for their Cuftom. -

Thus every Country Town and Village is crowded
with Retailers of Wine and Brandy, to the Ruin of

the middle and lower Ranks of Men, who frequent
them. The Merchants difpofe of their Wines ready

to perifh, at all Rifques, to the Country Inn-Keep~-
pers upon Truft; they for the like Reafon to get

them oft their Hands, f{ell the fame Way to fuch as
frequent their Houfes, who being generally of the
extravagant Part of the Kingdom, and fuch as being
in low Circamftances refort thither, to drown their

Y

.1

Cares, make not very prompt Payment : Thefe break

the Taverns, and the Taverns would do the fame to

the Merchants, if they did not make up their Lofs

1
|
1
|

by felling to the Men of Condition and Fortune at
double Price ; the fame Wines cooper’d up by difle-

Chatecaw
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Chateau Margoux, Haut-Brian, &c. all made out
of Vin de Grave; fome cook’d up in the Cellars of
Boardeaux, the reft here, according to Palates in
Voguc:, the Merchant importing a chance Hogfhead
at 600,800 or 1000 Livers per Tun, that they may
have it to fay their Wines coft them to {uch a Price,
and cover ﬂ{cir extravagant Profit the more neatly.
It may be confider’d, whether to prevent our De=«
ftruction by Luxury, Idlenefs and Debaucheries daily
increafing among the middle and lower Ranks of
Men; Publick Houfes which fell Wine and Brandy
thould not be limited, and leffen’d in Number, and
Inftructions given to the Officers of the Excife to re-
quire greater Sums for Licence: This would pre-
vent a great many fmuggling Houfes, and oblige
thofe who took out Licenfe, to fell their Wines at a
dearer Rate. Thus would feveral Houfe-Keepers
be employ’d in more ufeful Employmentstothe Igub--
lick, and thofe who took out Licenfe be more fully
employ’d. This would alfo abate the Extravagance
of thofe who ought to be induftrious and better em-
Flo_y’d, and would raifec our Excifc upon our home
roduce, and encourage Tillage.

I~ confidering our Ballance with France, we may
allow full as much Brandy to be ftolen into the Coun-
try, or more than all our re=cxports amount to ; be-
fide Linnens, Silks, and Cambricks from Frauce;
which will Ballance every Thing we run in our ¥Fix-

ts to them.. If we confider how much is run
mto this Kingdom of Fresch Lutcftrings, we will
find it very confiderable: Thofc only us’d for
Scarves at Funerals, will rife to a confiderable Sum
which I fhall here make a Computation of, confider=
ably below  the Truth, and yet it will appear no
trifling Article. I will fuppofe only two Perfons to
dic, annpally in each Parith, and that ten Scarves
are us'd at the Funeral; the whole Number of Fu-
nerals would then be 4590, and the Scarves us’d
' : M2 45900,
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45900, which if computed but at §s. per Scarf, or
2s. per Yard, would amount to 114754 per Anm.
in Frepch Luteftrings for the Article of Scarves at
Funerals. If we confider how many Funerals there
are at which many more are given, thc Computation
will not appear toolarge. 1If we confider how many
other ways French Luteftrings are worn, we may mo-
deftly fuppofe above 200c0o/. Value of thefeonly come
into Ireland annually, which are all imported by -
Stealth, befides many moie of different Kinds. In
this very Article we might fave confiderably, if ei-
ther a difufe was brought about of thefe at Funerals,
or if a Cuftom fhould take place that was lately pro-
pos’d and begun at Belfaft, by the Cambrick Compa-
ny, upon the Motion of a2 worthy Gentleman there
Mr. Smith; which is to bury with Holland Scarves
or finc Linnen, according as they would have them
more or lefs Expenfive; this would put a confider-
able Damp upon the Importation of French Lutc-
ftrings, and by making the Holland Scarves of fuch
a breadth as to be ufeful, they would not be loft to
the Publick, and would be a confiderable Encourage-
ment to the Linnen Manufacture. Baut this I hope
is now. fufficiently eftablifl’d, by being us’d at the
Funeral of a late great Man of the firft Diftinétion.
It may be faid now without Sufpicion of Flattery ;
that it was well judg’d to buryhim in Charater, asa
Friend to his Country and a Benefaétor to Multitudes.
TuE bringing Sugars from thence to about 100c0/.
Value, isaconfiderable Advantage to their Colonies,
-and a Prejudice to our own. *This is entirely owing
to the Difcouragement we lie under in our Plantati-
on Trade; by being oblig’d to give Bonds to enter
our Ships in Britain. - But as the Remedying this
AInconvediency is only in the Power iof the Britifk
ALegiflaturc; T fhall take fome further Notice of it in
_another Place, and fhew that Britain and its Co-~
donics cqually fuffer with Jrelund, in the rigorous In-
| terpretation
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terpretation of that Aét of Parliament, contrary. to:
the original Intention of the Law-makers. P

ArTeR thefe Allowances let us fix the Ballance,
and we fhall find the Reafon for fending Moncy and ,-
Bills to France, and for Exchange being gencrally a-

ainft us. Upon the whole I cannot fec, notwith-
ftanding the appearing Ballance in our Favour, up-
on raifing after a reafonable Manner the prime Coft
of our Wine and Brandy, and giving rcafgnablc Al-
lowances for our Exports thither upon Account of*
falfe Entries, and running in of Brandy, Silks, &.
but we muft be Lofers by our prefent Trade with
France, from 30/. to 40000 per Auu. at leatt.

LeT us next confider the Articles of our Exports
to France, which confift but of Four any way matcri-
al, viz. Beef, Butter; Tallow and Hides. Exports,
it is true, under our Circumitances, highly neceflary,
being all perifhable except Tallow ; but as I have al-
ready fhewn, the very worft for Profit ; there beingno
Labour but the Butchers and Dairy Maids in them,
and few People maintain’d in Proportion to what
Agriculture, Gardening or Manufactures would
do. On the other Hand to that Country, where
imported, they are of the greateft Benefit; for there
it muft be to feed.and give other Neceflaries to a
Number of People employ’d in Manufadtures, or in
fuch Produce of Land, as is much more valuable
than breeding: and grazing of Cattle. And this
is plainly the Cafe, where we Import them to France,
Holland, Hamburgh or America, and cvery where, ex=
cept what is fent to the indolent Spawiard, which is
only fo much as is fpent in Sevi/ and Cales, or in
Victualing out their Galleons ; and even there, the
only induftry of Spainis carry’d on in Wines, Oyl,
and Silk.

Covip the French fupply themfelves or their Co=
lonies any other way, fo cheap, without employing
their Lands to a worfe Ufe than at prcfcnt}; we
i . theuyld
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thould have no vent there for our Provifions: But ’tis

Plainly the Increafe of their Numbers in Martinico,-
Guadaloupe, and Petit Guaves in St. Domingos where

{ince the Peace of Utrecht, they have vaftly increas’d

their Plantations, and Number of Negroes employ’d
in their Sugar Works, Indico, Cotton, Anctto,
Cacao and Tobacco, that prevents their being fup-
ply’d from the Iflands, with as many Provifions as
tormerly. Canada cannot fupply them with any
"Thing confiderable: Mififipi 1s yet in its Infancy,
and 1n a Latitude too warm for Salting: Our
American Colonies have a {ufficient Demand to fur-
nith our own Iflands; and the Fresmch having no
Trade with them, would lofe in going thither the
Benefit of their Freight outwards, and confequently
their Ships go for the moft Part empty to their
Hlands.

PERE Labat fays, a Breaft of Irify Beefis the
greateft Regale in their Iflands ; this and the increafe
of their Numbers in Nawts, St. Martins, Rockel and
Bourdeaux, by that and their Wine T'rade, is the oc=
cafion of the rife of their Demands upon us.

Tuus our Exports to them, tho’ perifhable, are
ftill more neceflary for them than for us. We had
Holland, Hamburgh and America to go to, when they
had not much above { what we now Export to them,
which we might have again, or employ our Lands
at home to a better Ufe. But fhoald 'we prohibit
our HExports to France, their Iflands would be dif-
trefs'd, or their Lands put to a worfe Ufe: Nay,
were we to Import nothing from France, but have
the Ballance of our Exports in Specie, it would fill
be Beneficial to them to have our Provifions, for they
make three Times more Profit of their Lands in
Frapce and in their Iflands, than they would do, were
they to raife Provifions among themfelves, Equivalent
to the Quantity we fend them.

Tuvs
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T uvus if we were prudent, or by having Sump=
tuary Laws, and being lefs Luxurions in our Wines;
we might make confiderably by the French 'T'rade,

~and have a great Ballance in our Favour: Loais
D’ors would then come here, as faft as now our
Guineas and Bills go there. We might fave alfo in
other Articles, viz. Silks, Cambricks, Hollands,
Paper, Train Oyl, €. a confiderable Sum, by pro-
per Application at Home. Thus ftands our Zl'radc
at prefent in a deftruétive Way with France, when it
is capable of being made highly Beneficial to us.

The laft in Order, and I may fay greateft Branch
of our T'rade with Plorcigncrs, fince by it we have
the greateft Ballance in our Favour, is with Spain,
Portugal, and the Streights; which take off the great-
eft Part of any Manufaétur’d Commoditics we Ex-
port, except Linnen. An Abftract of this for Eight
Years I here give, as it ftands in the Cuftom-Houfe
Books, to Lad r-bay 1727, with the Medium of Ex-~
l;])orts, Imports and Ballance, by which may be fecn

ow much we ought to Countenance this Trade.

Years
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Years. Exports. h Imports. Ballance.
A FAs | A R e P (e, T A
1719 [ 111739 19 43! 30670 3 3| 72069 16 o}
1728 125201 14 7—2 ;6678 15 10 .8858218 93
1721 [ 176768 6 1i| 57063 19 1111118804 6 2
1722 | 183239 13 0o} 56363 ‘1 2[126876 11 11{
1723 | 147265 1 113} 68153 18 [ Qif'7QI11 3 1
1724 | 149984 1 3160950 16 11189024 4 13
1725 § 135751 8 831 61584 0" 6:} 74167 8 o
1726 1 118049 4 5i| 96839 67 6,1 21200 17 11
TknaL-[1480597_9 2] 478213 " 3 If;$69846 6 ;5
Medi-9| = 7
m of |
cight (| 143507 < 8 74 59776 12 10,] 83730 15 93
Ycars

B v the Ballance ftruck here, we find we have re-
ceived more from thofe Countries-than from France,
Holland, and Flanders togetherby 5348472 15s. 115 4.
we have a Ballance from no other Countrics except
America s Britain and America are fo blended toge-
ther by their Importations, that we can’t juftly di-
ftinguith the Ballance. We find our Imports from
Spain, &c. laft Year fo much increas’d, that our Bal-
lance from thence in 1726 was inconfiderable, very
little exceeding the tourth Part of the Medium.

Our Exports thither are

Beef about
Butter
Candles

Chccfc

L.

10000
356c0
3000
1600
Barley



. . Red v : i ) -
Bar l'c-_ ; - - - ) 00
i Whea};: - - - gooo
Hakc : - - - 2800
Herrings - - - 00
Salmon - - - Soco
Hair g - .- 400
e Raw - - - 4000
Hides @ Tannd - .\ - - §0000
Linnen = = = - - 1300
Pork - - - 2000
- Calve-Skins - - - 3000
Starch - - - 400
Tallow - - E 2 500
Goods Rc-cxportcd - - 6ooo
Total - m e 1431Q0
Out Importations from thence are, viz,
Capers about - -, = 170
Cork - - 1860
Dying Stuﬁ?s - B ~ 4000
Sugar and Fruit i 23nonc) 1 0000
Oranges and Lcmons - - 3000
Itono s . ialan e tinds Tuiy v wo@4e0
Oyl 1" S ® ban o = 3600
:Salt o 3im e No naidar 4600
- Silk Manufaé'turc e - 7 1.3000
Raw Silk: | = = - . .1430
 Thrown-Silk undye.d Lo =1 30670
Succus,Liquor, 1 & = - Lan 29
Walnutts w i e bos owis 229000
Porp Wine = 1= - 3160
Spanifp Wine . = = 18704
Hoops, Canc, Rccds, and Plank 700;
Wool vl of | -.368

0 Rtal, <1i0a shas bsel o e
ota Fio doan shigl el 1503080
N % HER::
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Hexe we may obferve that they take from us
(over and above thofe Articles which arife from graz=
ing) Grain and Fith, and would take them in ’Frcat-
er Quantities if we had them to fpare ; as alfo Tann’d
Hides, Linneny &c. except fome Silk manufa@ur’d
from the Streights, and Fruit, Wine and Oyl, in mo-
derate Quantities; our Imports from thence are high-
ly ufeful to us in working at home, as Iron, raw and
thrown Silks, and Wooll, as alfo Salt, for our home
Confumption, and Fifheries if we are fo prudent as
to undertake them, and a-great Ballance in Specie.

TreRE is this alfo to be confider’d, that great
Part of this Trade is carry’d on, by our own Merch-
ants in Irifb Ships, and not by Commiffion ; by which
means our Ballance and the Profit of the Merchant
upon our Hxports, will be much more confiderable.

It is highly prudent then in us to encourage and
enlarge this Trade as much as. poflible, inftead of
that other at prefent pernicious Trade ‘to France.
By turning the Streamof our Trade alittle from the
Freyck Channel, we fhould alfo have a better Price
for our Provifions ; forfince their Numbers at home,
and in their Colonies want our Provifions, by feeding
them fparingly, they would give us a better Price;
whereas now we glut their Market. We ought alfo
to cncouarage the Spanifp and Portuguefc Trades, in
order to their taking off greater Quantities of fuch
Goods and ManufaGtures as we are allow’d to deal
in; as Shoes, Linnen, Stockings, Hats and Iron-
Ware; but Fith above all, which we lie fo' conveni-
ently for, and is {o certain a Benefit, if we can pro-
pofe to take, cure, and carry them as well, and with
as little Expence as our Neighbours.  Would it not
alfo be highly prudent in our Legiflature, to confi-
der whether the putting the Spanifb and Port Wines
upon” the fame Level with the French, in the
Duties upon-them, would not be a fuitable Encou-
ragement for that Trade, and acting juftly both to

: | our
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our felves and the Spawiards, fince their Trade is {o
Beneficial to us. The Duties upon their Wines are
now about 4/ per Tun higher than that upon the
Freunch ;5 for what Reafon 1 could never learn, were
it not that the French Wine being weaker, People
might drink a greater Quantity, and Cheaper than
the other, and fo have a longer Time to fit to get
their Dofe, and confequently lofe more of their
Time in fipping, to the Prejudice of both their pri-
vate Fortunes and the Publick. If we would put
them upon the fame Level in the Cuftoms, notwith-
ftanding the prime Coft is fomething dearer, yet a
Bottle of the one would go as far as two of the other;
and thofe at leaft of the middle and lower Ranks of
Men, who muft be finith’d compleatly oncea Day,
might do it in lefs Time, and at lefs Expence; and
by having more Time to reft, if they are any way
capable of doing themfelves or their Country any
Service, the next Day they would be fitter for it
than at prefent, when they turn the Night into
Day. Neither do I think the finking the additi-
onal Duties upon Spamifh and Port Wines, would
be any leflening of the Revenue, or at leaft {fo incon-
fiderable as might be eafily made up another way.
The Quantity imported at 2 Medium being valued
at 30/ per Tun, amounts to 629f, Tuns; the Addi-
tional Duty of which at 4/. per Tun, amounts to
25167, 5 out of which Sum is to be deduéted 10 per
Cent for Leakage, and 10 per Cent prompt Payment
which _would be ballanc’d by putting ten Shillings
more Duty upon the French Wine per Tun; this
would be an inconfiderable difference in the Price of
French Wine, fo that nicer Palates might ftill drink
it near as cheap as now ; for the lefs demand we had
for them, the Cheaper would the French afford them.

s

The reft of this Difcourfe fhall be given in a fecond
PART
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