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PROPOSAL
 FoR ERECTI‘I\'T‘GP' '. 'y
GRANARIE S, &

9 IS impofiible to -refle&: without -the utmuft
l compaflion, on the Miferies which the lower
rank of People among us underwent, in
the laft two years by the great Dearth of Corn, and ex-
orbitant price it was raifed to by the avarice of thofe who
hoarded it : Multitudes perifhed for want of the. necefla-
ries of Life, and thoufands were carfied off by fluxes and’
fevers, the fatal confequence of unwholefome food ; and
though fupplies out of all Proportion larger than at any
other times wére then charitably diftributed for the re.
lief of the Poor, yet famine ftared us every where in the
Face, and the bodies of thofe who died of ficknefs, or
want, lay in the ditches and high-roads and propagated
the diftemper. But it is of much more importance o
think of preventing the like misfortunes for the future,
than to lament thofe that are paft, - -

This we are particularly encouraged to do at this jufic-
ture, from the tender concern, which his Grace the Lord
Lieatenant has been pleafed to exprefs for our Sufférings
in his Speech from the Throne : he has not only earneft-
ly recommended to the Parliament to think of fome me-
thod, which may prevent the fame calamity for the future,
but has been gracioufly pleafed befides, to poiiit out to us
the only effectual means from which we may expect re-
licef, promoting. Tillage and employing the induftriong
Poor : And if in confequénce of fuch recommendation,
meafures fhall be taken, and carried into execution as will
effectually anfwer the valuable purpofe of- fecuring us a-
gainft the fears- of famine; this inftance of his Grace’s
Goodnefs, and. of the tendernefs and wifdom of the Par-
liament, will be ever gratefully remembred- by all ranks
of people in this Kingdom, . .. GRS
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The beft courfe to guard againft fcarcity, is to encou-"
rage Farmers to raife large quantities of corn yearly, that'
the redundancy of plentiful crops may be iufficient o
anfwer the deficiencies of bad ones. And this can no
other ways be done, than by affording thema conffant and
 reafonable Price for the quantities of corn they fhallraife:
The difcouragement to Fillage in this Country is the low
price, to. which all forts of grain are reduced in years of
Plenty ; the Farmers are obliged to fell to pay their
rents, and many lying under the fame' neceflity, they" fo
overftock the Market, that their corn either lies un#eld
~ upon their hands, or fells at a price fo low, that théy
~ cannot live by their labour. Hence they quit their Til-
lage or leflen it confiderably 5 this in the courfe of a few
years brings about a new fcarcity of corn and all the mi-
 feries attending it : By thefe means the Blefling of an abun-
dant. harveft becomes in the event, and by our unhappy
management, a Curfe, the real caufe of fucceeding’ want
and famine. : ' ‘ ' |

It has been obferved already that the farmer will be
encouraged to enlarge his Tillage, f hé can be fecuré of
getting a reafonable price for' his‘corn in years of plenty,
in years of fcarcity -he of .courfe will Have a high’ one;
and this may be eafily effected.  If proper mieafures were
taken to buy up large quantities of corn in plentifal years, °
and to lay it up in ftore:for fcarce years, thar purpofe
would vifibly be anfwered: .Buying up, whatever exceeds
the ordinary confumption, and would otherwife glut the
market, will prevent corn from finking too low in years
of plenty, and give the farmer an opportunity of gétting
a price he can live by; and befides, that very corn kept
up in ftore will fupply our wants in bad feafons, and pre-
vent any exorbitant rife at the marker,

It will eafily occur to every one, that Granaries under
proper regulations would anfwer all thofe intentions; the
only thing wanting is to find out means for’ erelting
thofe Granaries, and a fund for buying and keeping con-
ftant ftores of corn in them to anfwer the occafions of the
public; for this purpofe the following fcheme is propofed.

. That the Parliament caufe -two Granaries to be built
in Dublin, and one in the principal city of each province, -
' : at



[ 4]

at the charge of the public 3 thofe in Dublin, one up

the Quays to lodge the corn imported by fea, the other
towards Fames’s-fireet to receive all that fhall be braughf.
by land, and each fufficient to contain above 20000 bar-

rels, and thofe. in other cities in the mo{’c i:onvement
{ituatiens there.

As the building of thefe Granariés will be! lain, the
W-alls of brick, and the floors of deal, without ; lafteting
or cieling, each of thofe in Dublin may be Built for 1500
pounds, and thofe in other places for lefs, in l?ropornon
to their fize; for that price they may be' raffed fix fto-
ries, each ftory feven feet high, furnithed with a kiln for
drying corn, and provided with conveniencies for letting

the grain down from one ftory to. another, and raifing

it ‘up again.

That a fund be fubfcribed by private perfons, formed
-into Companies by act of Parliament, fufficient to fill
thofe Granaries with corn, and that the Compames fo
formed have the ufe of the public grananes under’ the
following regulations,

- 1ft. That they keep the faid Granaries in repair,” and
provide fervants to attcnd them, both at then' own,
charges.

2d. That the faid Compames refpeitively enter inta
contract with the Liord Chief Baron on behalf of the pub-
li¢, and oblige themfelves, under fuch penalty as the
Parllament fhall think expedient, to have a cértain fixed
quantity of Corn of the growth of this kingdom }odged
in their granaries on or before the firft day of Aprzl in
€very year,

3d. That whenever the middle price of wheat fhall rife
in the refpeftive markets, where fuch Granaries fhall be

erefted, to one pound three fhillings a barrel, the barrel
of twenty ftone,” they fhall be obllged to ﬁlpply the faid
markets refpectively with fuch quantities of wheat week-

ly drom the st of Apzil to the ift of Septem&er follow- :

ing, as ihall be required and ‘demanded,” by the magi-
ftrates of the refpective places, or fuch perfons as fhall be

“appointed by Parliament for that purpofe, and to fell the

fame at that price in fuch proportion to the feveral buyers
* s the faid perfons fhall direct,

|
|
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Thefe are theé incipal conditions rcqmﬁte to anfwes
the purpofcs of Granaries; but’f other regulations are
thought neceffary, they may be fuch as follow, or others
equivalent to them. '

1/, That at whatever time of the year wheat fhail fall-
to 12 thillings the barrel, the faid Companies be obli ed'
then to buy, and éwe that pricefor fuch merchanta
corn as fhall be offered to them till they have made up‘
their complcrent which will effectually prevent com
from falling lower.

24, Thﬁt whenever the pricéof wheat rifes ‘to’ aboveq
18 fhillings the barrel, the faid Companies be re-
ftrained from buying corn in Iret‘and till it falls, to pre-
vent an exceflive rife,

3d. That the faid Companies be not “allowed to fell
their corn at any market in Ireland when wheat is under
15 thillings a batrel. -

4th. That when the faid Companies cannot make up
their- complement in freand under 18 fhillings a barrel,
they be then allowed and obliged to import from forelgn
countries fuch quantities of corn, as 'they want, to make

-up their quota » and in cafe the corn fo 1mported fthall
coft them 20 fhillings a barrel ‘or more; that then the
faid Companies fhall be allowed and obliged to fell fuch
corn at a profit of 10 per cent clear of all charges, and
ne more.

5th., That if any of the months between the 1t of A-
pril and 1ft of September fhall elapfe, without any demand
made on the companies for corn, they may then be at
liberty to fell olit fo much of ‘it as would anfwer the de-
mands of thofe months s and if wheat be under 1§ fhil-
lings a barrel, they may difpofe of fuch farther quantities
during the remainder of thé faid months, as fhall be al-

Jowed of by the Lord Chief Baron 5 and that other times

of the yéar, they may fell without fuch confent,

6th, That fome vacant rooms be referved in every
Granary, where Corn may be. lodged gratis for a thort li-
mitted time, by any farmer or importer, who cannot have
an opportunity of felling the faine it market,

7th. That whercas feveral forts of grain are ufed in the
confumpnon of the common peoplc befide wheat, they be

allowed
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sllowed to make part of the ftock to be lodged in the
Granaries, and that the value of the feveral kinds be te-
gulated, as . follows, viz. That a hundred and half of
flower, 30 ftone of barley, 36 ftone of oats, and two

hundred and half of  oatmeal be, reckoned equal to a bar-
rel of wheat of 20 ftone.——But this allowance in refpect

to Dublin thould not be farther extended than to'ene fifth

of the whole complement, the other four parts of which
fhould confift of wheat alone. In the othér provinces,
where the confumption of the common people is lefs con-

fined to wheat, the proportion may be altered, and leave
given to the Companies to lay up a third, or even, pers

haps an half of their whole ftock in barley; oats, or oat-
meal. |

That to execute this fcheme, it would be neceffary that
the fum fubfcribed for Dubliny thould amount to 26,0001,
at leaft 5 40,000 barrels of corn at 1315, a barrel will coft
that fum, and 13 s, is rather below the middle price than
above it: This fubfcription may be raifed by fhares at the
rate of 50/, for each fhare or debenture, and if fuch de-
bentures be regularly pumbered, and regiftred, and made

transferable at pleafure, it would forward the fubfcription, -
As Dablin, when regularly fupplied from its Granaries,

will'be no longer a drain wpon' the country in times of
feareity, which it now is, to all places within fifty miles
of it, and even to Ulffer and Munfter in times of great
diftrefs : *T'is notlikely there can be the fame dearth in the
other provinces as there has: been in times paft, and there-
fore the granaries in Cork, Belfaft and Galway, need not
be fo capacious, as might atfirlt fight be imagined. Ten
thoufand barrels would fupply the city of Cork abundant-
ly, and five thoufand barrels, cach of the other towns, the
fubfcriptions therefore would. be lefs ; 6500/ in Munfler
and half that fum in each of the two other provinces; they
thould however be regulated as thofe in. Dublin, raifed by
debentures and made transferable in like manner. '™

In all Granaries regifters thould be kept of the quanti-
ties of corn bought, and fold, the times when, and at what
prices, and the accounts of the refpeéive companies thould

be ftated at Michaelmas in eyery year.
The
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. The greatett difficulty in the exécution of this {cheme;
is to_prevail on private perfons to fubfcribe the money, ,
rieceflary to purchafe fo large a quantity of corn. T may
be ftrongly urgedon their part, that Granaties will require
many officeis with' confiderable falaries to _difcharge_tl}e
trult repofed in them ; that in fo mojft a climate, feveral
hands muit be conftantly employed in turning and fcreen-
| ing the corn, that corn is fubje&’ to be dcﬂmi;’d by.vers
| min and other accidents 3 that kiln-drying or eeping the
| corn dry and ' fweet for any lengtl of time, will lelfen the
weight aud confequently the value of it at market, thag
all Companies are more liable ‘to fuffer by the difhonefty
and neglect of their fervants, and are ar greater expence,
than fingle perfons, who look ‘miore carefully into theip
own affairs; and laftly that if fevera] years of plenty
thould follow one another; - théir ¢ort ‘may lie as a drug
upon their hands, without a poffibility o leiling but (o
their lofs. - They may add, that in fad thefe confiderati-
ons have been of fo ‘much weight with all the traders of

this kingdom, that ‘none have at” any time attempted to
buy up corn in cheap years, and feferve it in ftore againfk:
2 dear one, or if any have. attempted it, they have been
fo foon difcouraged thar the attempt ‘has died, and been .
forgotten as foon almoft as made. However private mer-
hants were under no ‘reftraines, and might buy cheap,’
and fell dear, as opportunity favoured the ;' Whereas the
companies herein mentioned are debarred from the chdnce of 2
Pgigh market, muft fell at ft 2ced rates, buy atftated times, and
e furnifhed. with: ftaced quantities, let the price run high or
low. From. thefe reftraints, befides the feveral other oblj -
gations they lie under, which have been already mention
ed, and are all of them additional reftraints, and from
many other reafons which might be fuggefted ; it becomes
neceflary, ta, give fuitable encouragement to thofe, who
ﬁ:all be willing: to.advance the money, for the benefit of
he public, . '

It is therefore humbly propofed, that the Parliament be
Eeafcd toallow 4 ger cent. yearly, ‘tothe feveral Companies,
or fo much of their capital ftocky s they fhall have laid
Ut in corn, lodged in rheir relpective ftores ; that this in-
erelt be paid ac Miclaelmas, afier due proof made before

the
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{ 2ord Chisf Baron of the _Gudntity, and palue of i
ngﬂg..md'ggd in the faid ftorss the precedent feifon. .
“"Ch on allowance will be requifice to ei ourage the
fub! ription, and will cofk the public a verifl itconfiderable
“ym s 10401 3 year for Lublin, and. for the tour provin-
08 togCehes but ¥ 550 4 fuppoﬁng that 2!l the Gegnaries
\ye fuil ana Jefs, b tiey are 0ot Should #3 Hetionghe
< opety as. mo@gb}gii;ﬁ 8 ‘-i:,«}. taky itat ;;‘&kh,am e i
Loy LA AR R OMpANES - Al duk Ol il qECaVE TuE
“nreieft, burbefides pay @ penalty of 4 per e Seifor T b |
of fomah corn as they fhall fail to lodge in their Granaries,
then the public will {till bea greater faver, and if the Com-
panies don’t perform. their contra&t, a gaine: in the end.
© 1z 12ight be an improvement on this {cheme, and great-
Iy incourage tillage, If the Companies were ¢liged to buy
o new ftock of cory every year, and allowed a farther
conficeration on that aécount, Or even, if 4 per cents
were zllowed them, for any quantity of corn they fhail iay.
up inftore, in times ‘of great plenty, above their compli-
ment, : & B
As Granaries under proper ‘regulations, tenc vifibly o
%2 an hand, to the advantage of the Farmer, "y fecuring

0 him a reafonable GG ety 308 TS Tavut 5 Ayt
the other to the Manufac™nrer, by preventing the immede-
rate rife of cori 3 every tank and crder of nien among us, i
concerned in the prefent fcheme, and interefted in the fuc-
cefs of it. It offers an effectual, and 2a ealy method of
keeping the markets f<q the two extreams, by which we
fuffer, ano if once it {heu!d take place, they can neve
rife too high, snor fall too low,
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