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P R O P O S A L
F O R  E R E C T I N G

G R A N A R I E S , &c.
3F  A IS  impoffible to reflect without the utmuft

;; compaffion, on the Miferies which the lower
rank ° [  P,ec?Ple among us underwent, in 

the lafl two years by the great Dearth o f  Corn, and ex­
orbitant price it was raifed to by the avarice o f  thofe who 
hoarded it : Multitudes periihed for want o f  the neceffa- 
fies of L ife, and thoufands. w.ere carried off bv fluxes and 
fevers the fatal confequence o f unwholefome food ; and 
though fupplies out of all Proportion larger than at anv 
other times were then charitably diftributed for the re­
lie f o f  the Poor yet famine flared us every where in the 
Pace, and the bodies o f thofe who died o f ficknefs or 
want, lay in the ditches and high-roads and propagated 
the diftemper. But « is o f  much more importance to 
think o f preventing the like misfortunes for the future 
than to lament thole that are pail.

This we are particularly encouraged to do at this junc­
ture, from the tender concern, which his Grace the Lord 
Lieutenant has been ,pleafed to exprefs for our Sufferings 
in his Speech from the Throne : he has not on]y earnefl> 
ly  recommended to the Parliament to think o f fome me 
thod, which may prevent the fame calamity for the future 
but has been gracioufly pleafed befides, to point out to us 
the only effedual means from which we may expect re- 
h tf, promoting Tillage and employing the indullrious

r : £  ,î , c? nfcqu<fnce o f fuch recommendation,
meafures ihall be taken, and carried into execution as w ill 
effectually anfwer the valuable purpofe o f fecuring us a- 
gamft the fears o f  famine, this inftance o f his Gracc’s 
ijoodnefs, and. o f  the tendernefs and wifdom of the Par­
liament, will be ever gratefully remembred by all ranks
of people .in thi$ Kingdom ,

T h *



T h e  beft courfe to guard againft fcarcity, is to encou-' 
rage Farmers to raife large quantities o f  corn yearly, that 
the redundancy o f plentiful crops may be iufficient to 
anfwer the deficiencies o f  bad ones. And this can no 
other ways be done, than by affording them a confiant and 
reafonable Price for the quantities o f corn they fhall raife. 
T h e  difcouragement to T illage in’ this Country is the low 
price, to which all forts o f  grain are reduced in years o f 
Plenty ; the Farmers are obliged to fell to pay their 
rents, and many lying under the fame neceflity, they To ' 
overftock the M arket, that their corn either lies unfold 
upon their hands, or fells at a price fo low, that they 
cannot live by their labour. Hence they quit their T il-  
lage or lefien it confiderably , this in the courie o f a few 
years brings about a new fcarcity o f corn and all the mi- 
feries attending it : By thefe means the Blefling o f an abun­
dant harveft becomes in the event, and by our unhappy
management} a Curie, the real caule o f  fucceeding want 
and famine.

It has been obferved already that the farmer will be 
encouraged to enlarge his T illage, if he can be fecure o f 
getting a reafonable price for his corn in years o f plenty, 
in years o f fcarcity he o f courfe will have a high one ■ 
and this may be eafily effected. I f  proper irieafures were 
taken to buy up large quantities o f corn in plentiful years, 
and to lay it up in ftore for fcarce years, that purpofe 
would vifibly be anfwered .Buying up, whatever exceeds 
the ordinary confumption, and would otherw'ife glut the 
marker, will prevent corn from finking too low în years 
o f plenty, and give the farmer an opportunity o f getting 
a price ne can live by ; and befides, that very corn kept 
up in fiore will fupply our wants in bad feafons, and pre­
vent any exorbitant rife at the market.

It will eafily occur to every one, that Granaries under 
proper regulations would anfwer all thofe intentions • the 
only thing wanting is to find out means for e feá in g  
thole Granaries, and a fund for buying and keeping con­
fiant ftores o f  corn in them to anfwer the occafions o f the 
public i for this purpofe the following fcheme is propofed.
• Parïianlent caule two Granaries to be built
in Dublin, and one in the principal city o f  each province,

at
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at the charge o f the public -, thofe in Dublin, one upon 
the Quays to lodge the corn imported by fea, the other 
towards James’ s-Jlreet to receive all that ihall be brought 
by land, and each fufficient to contain above 20000 bar­
rels, and thofe in other cities in the moft convenient 
fituations there.

A s the building o f thofe Granaries will be plain, the 
walls, o f brick, and the floors o f  deal, without plaftering 
or cieling, each o f thofe in Dublin may be built for 1500 
pounds, and thofe in other places for lefs, in proportion 
to their fize -, for that price they may be raifed fix ito- 
ries, each ftory feven feet high, furnilhed with a kiln for 
drying corn, and provided with conveniencies for letting 
the grain down from one ftory to. another, and raifing 
it up again.

T h at a fund be fubfcribed by private perfons, Formed 
into Companies by aót o f Parliament, fufficient to fill 
tfiofe Granaries with corn, and that the Companies fo 
formed have the ufe o f the public granaries under the 
following regulations,

ift. That they keep the faid Granaries in repair, and 
provide fervants to attend them, both at their own 
charges.

2d. That the faid Companies refpeflively enter into 
contraét with the Lord Chief Baron on behalf o f the pub­
lic, and oblige themfelves, under fuch penalty as the 
Parliament ihall think expedient, to have a cèrtain fixed 
quantity o f Corn o f the growth of this kingdom lodged 
in their granaries on or before the firft day of April in 
every year.

3d. T h at whenever the middle price o f wheat ihall rife 
in the refpeftive markets, where fuch Granaries ihall be 
crefted, to one pound three fhillings a barrel, the barrel 
o f  twenty ftone, they ihall he obliged to fupply the faid 
markets reipectively with fuph quantities o f wheat week­
ly  from the ift o f April to the ift  of September follow­
ing, as ihall be required and demanded, by the magi- 
ftrates o f the refpedlive places, or fuch perfoná as ihall be 
appointed by Parliament for that purpofe, and to fell the 
fame at that price in fuch proportion to the feveral buyers 
as the foid periods ihall direft.

‘  Thefç
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Thcfe are the principal conditions requifite to anfwe? 

the purpofes o f Granaries ; but if other regulations are 
thought neceffary, they may be fuch as follow, or others 
equivalent to them.

ift. T h at at whatever time o f  the year wheat fhall fall 
to 12 lhillings the barrel, the faid Companies be obliged 
then to buy, and give that price for fuch merchantable 
corn as fhall be offered to them, till they have made up 
their complement, which w ill effectually prevent corn 
from falling lower.

<zd. T h at whenever the price o f wheat rifes to above 
18 ihillings the barrel, the faid Companies be re­
trained from buying corn in Ireland, till it falls, to pre­
vent an excefiive rile.

3 d. T h at the laid Companies be not allowed to fell 
their corn at any market in Ireland, when wheat is under 
1 5 ihillings a barrel.

\th . T h a t when the faid Companies cannot make up 
their complement in Ireland under 18 iliillings a barrel, 
they be then allowed and obliged to import from foreign 
countries fuch quantities o f corn, as they want, to make 
up their quota ; and in cafe the corn fo imported fhall 
coll them 20 ihillings a barrel or more, that then the 
faid Companies fhall be allowed and obliged to fell fuch 
corn at a profit o f io  per cent, clear of all charges, and 
no more.

§th. T h at i f  any o f the months between the ift  o f A -  
pril and ift  o f September (hall elapfe, without any demand 
made on the companies for corn, they may then be at 
liberty to fell out fo much o f it as would anfwer the de­
mands of thofe months; and if  wheat be under 18 ihil­
lings a barrel, they may difpofe o f fuch farther quantities 
during the remainder of the faid months, as fhall be al­
lowed o f by the Lord C hief Baron -, and that other times 
p f the year, they may fell without fuch confent.

6th. T h at fome vacant rooms be referved in every 
Granary, where Corn may be, lodged gratis for a fhort li- 
mitted tim e,by any fanner or importer, who cannot have 
an opportunity o f  felling thé fame at market.

7 th. T h at whereas lèverai forts o f grain are ufed in the 
confumption o f  the common people befide wheat, they be

allowed
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allowed to make part oF the flock to be lodged in the 
Granaries, and that the value of the feveral kinds be re­
gulated, as follows, viz. T nat a hundred and half o f 
flower, 30 ftone o f barley, 36 ftone o f oats, and two 
hundred and half o f oatmeal be reckoned equal to a bar­
rel o f  wheat o f 20 ilone.------But this allowance in refpeét
to Dublin ihould not be farther extended than to one fifth 
o f  the whole complement, the ocher four parts o f which 
Jhould conflit of wheat afone. In the other provinces, 
where the consumption o f the common people is lefs con­
fined to wheat, the proportion may be altered, and leave 
given to the Companies to lay up a third, or even, per­
haps an half o f their whole ftoçk in barley, oats, or oat­
meal.

T h at to execute this fcheme, it would be neceifary that 
the fum fubferibed for Dublin, ihould amount to 26,000/. 
at leaft ; 40,000 barrels o f corn at 13 s. a barrel will coil 
that fum, and 13 s. is rather below the middle price than 
above it : This fubfeription may be raifed by ihares at the 
rate o f 50 /. for each ihare or debenture, and if  fuch de­
bentures be regularly numbered, and regiftred, and made 
transferable at pleafure, it would forward the fubfeription.

A s Dublin, when regularly fupplied from its Granaries, 
will be no longer a drain upon the country in times of 
fcareity, which it now is, to all places within fifty miles 
o f  it, and even to Ulfter and Munfter in times of great 
diftrefs : ’ T is not likely there can be the fame dearth in the 
other provinces as there has been in times paft, and there­
fore the granaries in Cork, Belfaft and Galway, need not 
be fo capacious, as might at firft fight be imagined. T en 
thoufand barrels would fupply the city o f Cork abundant­
ly , and five thoufand barrels, each o f the other towns, the 
fubferiptions therefore would be lefs ; 650 01, in Munjler 
and half that fum in each o f the two other provinces; they 
ihould however be regulated as thofe in Dublin, raifed by 
debentures and made transferable in like manner.

In all Granaries regifters ihould be kept o f the quanti­
ties of corn bought, and fold, the times when, and at what 
prices, and the accounts o f the refpeflive companies ihould 
be ftated at Michaelmas in every year.

The
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T h e greateft difficulty in the execution o f this fcheme^ 

is to prevail on private perfons to fubferibe the monev 
necef&ry to purchafc fo large a quantity o f corn. It mav
be ftrongly urgeuun their part, that Granaries will require
many offices with coiifiderable ialaries to difcharge the 
truft repofed ,0 them ; that in fo moift a climate, lèverai 
hands muft be eonftantly employed in turning and fcreen- 
m g the corn, that corn is fubjeft to be deftroyed by ver. 
nun and other accidents, that kiln-drying or keeping the 
corn d. y and fweet for any length o f time, will JdTen the 
weight and confequently the value o f it at market, that

a nH ,CS/ ru m ° ;e 1,able t 0  fufFer b y  fhe d iih o n e fty
and n eg  le d  o f  their fervants, and are at greater expence
than fmgle perfons, who look more carefully into their 
own affairs* and laftly that i f  feveral years o f plenty

i t n  1  Z  T  an0Cher’ their corn ma7 &  as / d r ü î  
! upon their hands, without a poffibility o f  felling but to

r t  h V  d’ that in faét thefe confiderati-
ons have been of fo much weight with all the traders o f 
this kingdom, that'none have at anytim e attempted to 
buy up corn in cheap years, and referve it in ftore a-ainit 
a dear one., or f f  any have attempted it, they have°be „  
iofoon difcouraged that the attempt has died! and been 
forgotten as foon almoft as made. H ow ever private mer 
chants were under no reftraints, and might buy cheap : 
land fell dear, as opportunity favoured them ; whereas the 
companies herein mentioned are debarred from the chance o f a 

lgh market, muft fell at fiaced rates, buy atftated times, and

low F  Tí ? P' uantIties’ ]et che price run high or 
low. From thefe rcftra.nts, befides the feveral other ob£!‘
gâtions they l,e under, which have been already mention­
ed, and are a llo t them additional reftraints, an T  from

r r theP rC 'JnSrwhlch miS ht ** f^ggefted ; it becomes 
y j rv ’ g ‘ye fui table encouragement to thole, who
the public ' t0advar'ce ^ e  money, for the benefit o f

DleiVd tne,T|f° re hUmbly pr0p0fed’ thatthe Parliament be 
peafed to allow 4 per cent, yearly, to the feveral Companies

i  n corn 1  ^  ^  3S they
ereitbe paii  Ï  / ielFcclive i that this in-

p a u  at M M ™ ,  alter due proof made before



í .1-3 Chief Baron of the «^antity, and value of tvs
V r r  o d g e d  i n  the L i d  f t  o r  s t h e  precedent f e  t i 'o n .

‘ h ?n allowance will be requifite to ei. -ourage the ]
íub' riotion, *nd will colt the public a very ii confiderable 

' m Ío4o/. a year for Dublin, and for the ibur provin- j
•:i : i w ' - t  but ir / jo l, fuppofing that all i Granaries ! 
V cfui7 3PU Ids, áí' t* cv are not: Should - h**. tjx.-^Ut j 

n.»r. probably it.w to -t a sMiti '̂i t>i i j
f  . v  ~l*:J • \j ï  c o n a ^ a * .  z *  ; o u i y ,  / j .v 'í  i t c c i v c  «.»íw j

'u p , a t  but befides pay a penalty o f 4 p<r a  • forth . j 
frVlllu :! u n as they lhall fail to lodge in th« ir Granaries, ! 

then the public will ftill be a greater fever, and if the Com ­
t e s  don’t perform their contratt, a gaine in the end.

It 1 light be an improvement on thisfcheme, and great­
ly incxirage tillage, if the Companies were cvliged to buy 
a new ftock o f corn every year, and allow :d a farther 
confid  ration on that account. O r even, ú  4  per cent, 
were allowed them, for any quantity o f  corn they ilia 11 lay 
up in itore, in times of great plenty, above their compli­

ment. . ,f l .
A s Granaries under proper regulations, tent- v.ubly on

0. ~ 15>P.d, to tbe advantage .cf.the Fanner, t  fecurinet 
to ">;m a reàionabie «.c *o>' i»ü uuuui , a;w«.v
the other to the Manufacvn;er, by preventing the immode­
rate rile o f corn i every rank and order of r.ien among us, is 
concerned in the prefent fcheme, and intc .eti.ed in the fuc- 
cefs of it. It offers an effedkual, and sa eafy method ot 
keeping the markets fee.-a the two extreams. by which we 
fuffer, ana if once it fc*>u!d take place, they can never 
rife tyo high, nor fall t jo  low.


