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 PROPOSAL

Fof the univerfal ‘Ufe of Irifh Manufaifuré mn
Cloaths and Furniture, &c.

T is the peculiar Felicity and Prudence of

l the People in this Kingdom, that what-

‘ ever Commodities or Produions lye
under the greateft Difcouragements from Ezn-
gland, thole are what we are {ure to be moft
induftrious in cultivating and {fpreading. A-

grieultnre, which hath been the principal Care

of all wife Nations, and for the Encourage-
ment whereof there are {fo many Statute-Laws
in England, we countenance fo well, that the
Landlords are every where by penal Clanfes ab-
folutely prohibiting their Tenants from Plow-
ing ; not fatisfy'd to confine them within
certain Limitations, as it is the Pracice of the
Englifb 5 one eftect of which is already feen in
the prodigious dearnefs of Corn, and the Im-
| ' A 2 ~ por-
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purtation of It from London, as the chégper
Market : And becaufe People are the Riches
of .a Country, and that our Neighbours have
done, 4nd are doing all that in them lye, to
“make our Wooll a Driig to us, and’'a Mono-
poly to them; therefore the Politick Gentle-
men of Ireland have depopulated vaft Tracts
of the beft'Land, for the feeding of Sheep.
1 could fill a Volume as large as the Hiffory

of the Wife Men of Goatham with a Catalogue
only of {ome .wonderful Laws and Cuftoms
we have obferv’d within thirty Years paft.
“Yis true indeed, our beneficial Trafhick of
Wooll with France, hath been our only Sup-
port for{feveral Years paft, furnifthing us all
the little Money we have to pay our Rents
and go to Market. But our Merchants af-
{ure me, This Trade bath received a great Damp
by the prefent fluctiating Condition of the Coin in
France ; and ihat moftof their Wine is paid for in
Specie, without carrying thither any Commodity
from benmce,’ o - A PR
- However, fince we are {o univerfally bent
upon _enlarging our Flocks, it may be worth
enquiring what we fhall do with our Wooll;
in cafe Barnftable thou’d be over-tock’d, and
our French Commerce fhou'd fail ikl
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1 fhould wifh the Parliament had thought
fit to have fufpended their Regulation of
Chyrch Matters, and Enlargements of the Fre-
rogative ‘till a more convenient Time, becaufe
they did not appear very prefling (at leaft to
the Perfons principally concerned) and infread
of thofe great Refinements in Politicks and
Divinity, had amms’d Themfelves and their
Committees a little with the Staze of the Natien.
For Example : What if the Houfe of Com-
mons had thought fit to makea Refolution
Newmine Contradiceute againit wearing any Cloth
or Stuft in their Families, which were not of
the Crowth and Manufa@ure of this King-
dom ! What if they had extended it {o far
as utterly to exclude all Silks, Velvets, Cali-
coes, and the whole Lexicon of Female Fop-
peries ; and declared, that whoever acted o-
therwile, fhou'd be deemed and reputed an
Enemy to the Nation? What if they had fent
up'fuch a Refolution to be agreed to by the
Houfe of Lords; and by their own Practice
and Encouragement {pread the Execution of
it in 'their l%vexal Countries ? What if we
fhou’d agree to make burying in Woollen a Fa-
Jion, as our Neighbours have made it a Law ?
What: if the Ladies wou'd be content with
Ir{‘[b Stufls for the Furniture of their Houlfes,
: .";:A""t y ¢ " g S Sl X . f‘or
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for Gowns and Petticoats to themfelves and

theirDaughters ? Upon the whole,& to crown

all the relt; Let a firm Refolution be taken
by Male and Female, never to appear with
one fingle Shred that comes from England
And let all the Feople (a9, 4 M E N.

~ Thope and believe nothing could pleafe his
Majefty beeter than to hear that his Loyal

Subjects of both Sexes in this Kingdom cele-
brated his Birth-Day (now approaching) uni-
verfally clad in their own Manufacture. Is

there Vertue enough left in this deluded Peo-

ple to fave them from the brink of Ruin ¢ If
the Mens Opinion may. be taken,  the Ladies

will look as handfom: in Stuffs as Brocades,

and fince all will be equal, there may be room
enough to employ their Wit and Fancy in |
chufing and matching of Patterns and Co- |
lours, Iheard the late Arch Bithop of Tuam
mention a pleafant Obfervation” of fome Bob |
dy’s ; that lieland. would newer be happy ’till a
Law were made for buming every Thing that
caine from E-ngland, except their People and
their Coals 3 Noram I even yet for leflening
the Number of thofe Exceptions.

(Non tanti mitra eft, non tanti fudzckf oftrum.

But
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ButI{hou'd rejoyce to fee a Stay-Lace from
England be thought fcandalons, and become
a Topick for Cenlure at Vifits and Tea-Tables.

If the unthinking Shopkeepers in this
Town bhad not been utterly deftitute of
common Senfe, they wou’d have made fome
Fropofal tothe Parliament, with a Petition to the
purpoie I have mention’d ; romifing to Im-
prove the Cloaths and Stuff s ojgbe Nation into all
poffible Degrees of Finene fS and Colonrs, and enga-
&ing not 1o play the Knave according to their Cu-
Jrom, by ExaCting and Impofing upon the Nobility
and Gentry either as 1o the Prices or the Goodnefs.
For I remember in London upon a general
Mourning, the Rafcally Mercers and Woollen
Drapers, would in four and twenty Hours
xaife their Cloaths and Silks to above a double
Price; and if the Mouming continued long,
then come Whin eing with Petitions to the
Court, that they were veady to Starve, and their
Fineries lay wpon their Handy.

I could with our Shopkeepers would im-
ediately think on this Fropofal, addiefling it
to all Perfons of Quality and others ; but firfk
e {ure to get fome Body who can write
denle, to put it into Form. -
I think it needlefs to exhort the Clergy to
Jollow this good Example, becaufe iz a little
. time,

T T ———
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time, thofe among thent who are [0 uinfortunate o}
bawve had their Birth and Education in thes Comre.
1y, will think them| elves abundantly bappy wh
they can afford Iriih Crape, and an Athlone Hat;®
nd as to the others 1 fball not prefume to dire&t
chem. 1 have indeed feen the prefent Arch
Bifhop of Dublin clad from Head to Foot in
our own Manufacture ; and yet, under the
R ofe be it {poken, His Grace deferves as gooda
Gown as any Prelate in Chriftendom.
I have not Courage enough to offer one fyl>.
lsble on this Subject to their Honours of the
Army : Neither have l {ufhiciently confider'd
the great Importance of Scarlet and Gold-Lace.
The Fable in Oid of Arachne and Fallas, 1
to this Purpofe. The Goddefs had heard of I
one Arachne a young Virgin, very famous for
Spinning and Weaving ; They both met upon
a Tryal of Skill ; and Pallas finding herfelfal-
moft equalled in her own Art,{tung withRa’g'c"
and Envy, knocket her Riwal down, turned -
her into a Spyder, enjoyning her to Spin and,
Weawe for Ever, out of ber own Bowels, and it
a wery narvow CompafS.  Iconfefs, that froma
Boy, lalways pity'd poor Arachne, and cou'd
never heartily love the Goddefs on account
of {o cruel and unjuft a Sentence which how-
gver 1s fu”y. executed upon Vs by Eﬂg{dﬂ‘{ i |
wi
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with further Additions of Rigor and Sezerity.
For the greateft part of omr Bowels and Vitals
are extracted, without allowing us the Liber-
ty of Spinning and Weawing them.

The Seripture tells us, that Oppreffion makes
¢ wife Man mad; therefore, confequently
{peaking, the Reafon why fome Men are net
Mad, is becaufe they are not Wife: Howe-
ver, it were to be wifh'd that Oppreffion won’d
in time teach a little 17fdons o Fools.

I was much delighted with a Perfon who
hath a great Eftate in this Kingdom, upon
his Complaints to me, how grievonfly PO O K
England fuffers by Impofitions from Ireland.
That we convey our own Waoll 1o France in [pight
of all the Harpyes at the Cuftor-Houfe. That
Mpy. Shutleworth, and others on the Chefhire
Coafts are fuch Fools to Sell us their Bark at 2 good
Frice for Tanning our own Hydes into Leather ;
with other Enormities of the like weight and kind.
To which I will venture to add fome more :
That the Mayoralty of this City is always execn-
ted by an Inhabitant, and often by a Native,
which might as well be done by 2 Deputy, with
a moderate Salary, whereby POOR England
lofe at leaft one thow[and Founds a Year upon the
Ballance.  That the Governing of this Kingdows
coafts the Lord Lientenant two Thon(and four Hun-

B dred
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dred Pounds a Year, (o nuich net Lofs to POOR.
England.  That tle people of Ircland prefume
to dig for Coalsin their own Grounds; andthe
Farmers in the Connty of Wicklow [end their Turf
to the very Market of Dublin, to the great Dif-
conrageinent of the Coal Trade at Moltyn and
White-haven. That the Rewenues of the Poft-
Office bere, fo righteonfly belonging to the En-
glith Treafury, as arifing chiefly from our own
Commerce with each other , [Lowd be remitted to
London, élogg’d with that crievous Burthen of
Exchange, and the Penfions pay'd out of the Irifh
Rewemnes to Englith Favountes, fbow'd lye un
der the {ame Difadvantage, to the great Lofs of
the Grantees. When alDivine 75 [ent over 102
Bithoprick here, with the hopes of fiwve and iwen-
ty hundred Pownds a Year; upon bis Arrival, he
finds, alws! a dreadful Difconnt of ten or twelve -
per Cent. A Judgeor a Commiilioner of the
Revenue bas the [ume Canfe of Complaint. Laltly,

The Ballad upon Cotter is webemently [ufpe-
Eled to be Trith Mamnfalture ; and yet is allow'd
to be Sung in our open Siveets, wnder the very Nofe

~of the Government.  Thele are a few among
the many Hard{hips we put upon that FOO R
Kingdom of England ; for which 1am confi-
dent every honeft Man withes a Remedy : And
1 hear theie is a Project o Foot for Tranfper-
' ting
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ting our beft Wheaten Straw by Sea and Land-
Carriage to Dunftable ; and obliging ns by a
Law to rake oft yearly {o many Tun of Strasm-
Hats for the ufe of our Women ; which will
be a great Encoztmgeﬂzent to the Manu-fh&ure
of that induftrious Town.

I'would be glad to learn among the Divines
whether a Law 2o biud Men wibout' their 0w,
Confent, be Obligatory in foro Confcientic; be-
caufe I find Seriprure, Sanderfon and' Suarex are
wholly filent in the Matter.  The Oracle of
Reafon, the oreat Law of Nature, and géncral O-
pinion of Crvilians, wherever they treat of [i-
mitted Governments, are indeed decifive enough.

It 1s wondertul to oblerve the Biafs among,
aur People in favour of Things, Perfons, and
Wares of all kinds that come from England.
The Printer tells his Hawkers that be bas £ot an
Excellent New Song Jitft brought from London.
I have fomewharot a Tendency that way my
felf; and vpon hearing a Coxconsb from thence
difplaying himf{elf with great volubility upon
the Park, the Play-Honfe, the Opera, the Ga-
- ming Ordinaries, it was apt to beget in mea
kind of Veneration for his Parts and Accom-
plithments. ’Tis not many Years, fince I
remember a Perfon who by his Style and Li-
terature feems to have been Correfor of a

Hcdgﬂe
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Hedge-Prefs in fome Blind-Alley about Little-
-Britain, proceed gradﬂaﬂy to be an Author, at
leaft a Tranflator of a lower Rate, tho’ fome-
what of alarger Bulk, thanany that now flouri-
fbes in Grub-firect ; and upon the ftrength of this
Foundation, come over here, ereét himfelf up
in:o an Orator and Politicign, and lead a Kingdom
after him. This, 1am told, was the wery Motive
that prevailed on the Author of a Play called,
Love in @ Hollow-Tree, to do us the Homonr of a
Vit ; prefuming with very good Reafon, that
he was & Writer of a [uperior Claf.  1know Ano-
ther, who for thirty Years paft, hath been
the common Standard of Stupidity in England
where he was never heard a Minute in any
Affembly, or by any Party with common Chrifti-
an Treatment; yet upon his Arrival hither,
could put on a Face of Importance and duthority,
ralk’d more than fix, without either Grace-
fulnefS, Fropriety, or Meaning ; and at the
{ame time be admired and followed as the
Pattern of Eloguence and Wifdom.

Nothing hath humbled me fo much, or
{hewn a greater Difpofition to a contenptit
os Treatment of Ireland in fome Minifters, |
thanathat high Style of feveral Speeches from |
the Throne, deliver'd, asufwal, after the Roy-
2} Aﬁéfrf, i foure periods of the two lalt Reigni:]; (
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Such high Exaggerations of the prodigious
Condefcentions in the Prince, to pafs thofe good
Laws, would have but an odd found at Weft-
minfler: Neither do I apprehend how any
good Law can pafs, wherein the Kings, Intereft
1s not as much concern'd as that of the Peo-
ple. 1 remember after a Speech on the like
Occalion, deliver'd bymy L— dW____ (
think it was his Laft) he defired Mr. 4dd;(on
to ask my Opinion of it: My Anfwer was .
That bs Excellency had very boneftly forfeited his
Head on account of one Paragraph; wherein be
afferted by plain Confequence a Difpenfing Power
inthe Queen.  His Lordthip own’d it was true,
but Swore the Words were put into his Mouth
by direct Orders from Covrt.  From whence
it is clear, that fome Minifters in thofe Times,
were apt; from their bigh Elevation, to look
dorn upon this Kingdom as if it had been one
of their Colonies of Out-cafts in America. And
I obferved alittle of the fame Turn of Spirit in
fome Great Men, from whom I expeCted bet-
ter ; altho’ to do them Juftice, it proved no
Point of Difficulty to make them correS their
Idea, whereof the whole Nation quickly found
the Benéfite—But that is forgotren.” How
the Style hath fince run, Iam wholly a Stran-

ger,, having never feena Speech fince the la(t
‘of the Quegen | I
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1 would now expoftulate a lictle with o
fountry Landlords, who by unmeafurable
Screwing and Racking their Tenants all over -
the Kingdom, have already reduced the mi
{erable People to a worfe Condition than the
Peafants in Franee, or the Vaffals Germazzﬁ'
and Poland ; {o that the whole Sp#és of what
we call Subflantial Farmers, will in a very few
Years be utterly at an end. = It was pleafant
to obferve thefe Gentlemen labouring with all
cheir Might for preventing the Bifbops from
Letting their Reveneus at a moderate half Va-
lue, ( whereby the whole Order would in an
Age have been reduced to manifelt Beggary)
at the very inftant when they were every |
where canting their own Lands upon fhort
Leafes, and Sacrificing their oldeft Tenants for,
a Peny an Aere advance. 1know not how 1t
comes to pafs, (and yet perhaps I know 'vel!
enough ) that Slawes have a natural Difpofit:
on to be Tyrants ; and that when my Betters
oive me a Kick, I'am apt to revenge it with
{ix upon my Footman; although perhaps he
may be an honeft and diligent Fellow. |
have heard Grear Divines afhrm, that nothing
is o likelyto call down an univerfal Tudgment
from Heaven upon a Nation as univerfal Oppref=
fron; and whether this be not already verified
3
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n part, their Worfbips the Landlords are now
at tull leifure to confider,  Whoever Travels
this Country, and obferves the Face of Na-
ture, or the Faces, and Habits, and _Dwellings
of the Natives, will hard]y think humflf in a
Land where eicher L, Religion, or comuion
Humanity 1s profefled.
~_ Icannot forbear faying one Word upon a-
Thing they call a Bank, which I hear is proje-
Cting in this Town. Inever faw ‘the FPropo-
fals » nor underftand any one particular of
their Schegme: What I with for at prefent, is
only a fufhicient Provifion of Hemp, and Caps,
and Bells, to diftribute according to the feve-
ral Degrees of Honefty and Prudence in fome
Ferfons.  1hear only of a monflrous Sum al-
ready named; andif OTHER S, do not
foon hear of it too, and bear it with a Vern-
geance, then amla Gentleman of lefs Sagacity
than my {elf and very few befides, take me to
be. And the Jeft will be flull the better, if it
be true, as judicious Perfens have aflured me
that one half” of this Money will be real, and
he other half only Gajconnade.  The Matter
ill be likewife much mended, if the Mer-
hants continue to carry oft our Gold, and

ur Goldfmiths to melt down our heavy
ilver.

FINIS
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