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R 0 B E R T W l L L I M 0 T 5Efq;
Chairman of the Co m m i t t e e

F O R  T H E

W O O L L E N  M AN U FACTU R
* •

*
A N D

T o  the  reft o f  the REPRESENTATIVES

of  this M E T R O P O L I S .

WHOS E

S e n t i m e n t s  and P r i n c i p l e s ,

Unconfin’d and Generous,

A R Ï

Proper Qualifications fo r  th a t  H igh  
Station to which they have been call’d by 
the incorrupted Choice, and the unbiaffed 

Judgment o f  the C i t i z e n s  o f L O N D O  A .

T h e  Guardians o f our L I B E R T I E S ,

T h e  Prote&ors o f  our 1 R  A  D E  j

O f  the one without F a c t i o n  *, of the other 
without P a r t i a l i t y ,

The following Lines are Dedicated.
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A  N

A R G U M E N T

Woollen Manufacture.

Years feiz’d this Country. W e
court our Ruin, in every Initance, 
more eagerly, than other N a 

tions feek their Interefls.
T h e  Interefls o f  England, as they are 

now underftood, are the Interefls o f  Par
ticulars againft the Publick.

T here is no fettled Intereft, no N ati
onal Inter eft. It is private, local, per- 
fonal.

Thus our M axim s are grown vibfurd, 
Arbitrary, and Contradictory in their ozvn 
Nature.

A n d  our Conduff ( the Refult o f thefc 
M axim s) fuch as runs counter to the v e ry  
firft L igh ts o f Human Reafon, pajjionate, 
violentt and opprejjive to the Minor Part

U P O N  T H E

General Infatuation has o f  late

A a o f
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of the Society, calculated by the Major, 
fottiihly alfo, to their own Ruin.

From  having been bought out o f our 
Reafon in grand Injiances, it is grown a 
National Habit to negleft the Ufe o f it 
in all ; and, from having been at firft ac* 
cuftorned to part with it to our private 
Intereji, it has fled fo far from us, that 
we have the ufe o f it no longer to direft 
us truly to any one Intereft o f the Pub- 
lick.

E n g l a n d  has no Mines o f G old, or 
Silver, or o f Precious Stones : It’s only 
Riches are its Trade.

Trade cannot exift under heavy Taxes : 
Y e t our Taxes are double what they are 
in France, even in Tim es o f hotteft W ar. 
T h e y  pay, at this H our, under Eleven 
Shillings per Head : W e, in time of Peace, 
above Tw enty.

Trade cannot exift in a Country where 
the Price o f Land is exceflive dear, when 
theTVadeof that Country principally arifes 
from its own Froduff. Our Trade arifes 
from our own Produff, and our Land is 
dearer than in any Part o f Europe (except
ing Holland, whofe Commerce does in no 
Sort depend upon it.)

Our Trade therefore cannot exift, mlefs
our Taxes be diminiih’d ----- Or unlefs we
reduce the Price o f  our Lands —  Or turn 
our Commerce upon Foreign Produff,

. j W ithout
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W ithout a Revolution our Taxes cannot 

be fufficiendy diminilhed.— T h e fa lfe  In- 
tereft o f  Particulars w ill never fuffer the 
Second to be ejfefted, till it cffcils itfelf ; 
before which our Comtnerce w ill be loft. 
W e have therefore nothing elfe ro do, 
than to turn our Commerce upon Foreign 
Produit ; that is, the Product o f Coun
tries where T hings are cheaper than they 
are w ith us.

Foreign Produit is PROPER or IMPROPER. 
Im p r o p e r  Foreign Produit, is the Commo
dity, or Manufacture o f another People, 
entirely diflinét from us in Point o f Go~ 
vcrnmenty and in Point o f  Inter eft. P r o 
p e r  Foreign Produit (a  wrong Term  in 
itfelf, but ufed here to humour the nar
row Notions o f  the Tim es) is the Produit 
o f Coloniesy or Countries, united to us, or 
dependent on us.

Commerce, founded upon IMPROPER Fo
reign Produff, is very Expedient, and very 
Profitable. Commerce founded upon PRO
PER Foreign Produit, is more Expedient, 
more Profitable, and more Certain.

C o m m e r c e , in i m p r o p e r  Foreign Pro
duit , im ploys an infinite Number o f  Peo
ple in Navigation : Its principal Profits 
arife upon Freight, and upon prudently 
buying in cheap Times, to fell again in 
dear. T h e  Commerce o f  Holland is, in great 
Part, o f  this Kind. T h e  Commerce oi 
the Genoefe was anciently the fa roe.

But
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But Commerce o f this Kind may lofe its 

Channel, and fuffer by many J k  ci dents j 
and, with refpeil to particular Countries, 
be ruined by the U/ifdom o f the oppojite 
Government. T h e Profits o f it muft be 
lefs, becaufe the Nations you deal with 
being the Root o f the Commerce, muft 
have a great Share in the Gain.

But Commerce founded upon PROPER 
Foreign Produft (or the P r o d u c t  o f your 
own Colonies, Countries united to you, or in 
Dépendance on you) is a Natural Commerce, 
and ought to be as tenderly treated, and 
as much indulged, as that o f the Mother 
Country ; having no Difference from Her’s, 
but as She is refolved to make a D iffe
rence. It cannot be eafily deftroyed, but 
b y  opprejjing and difirejjing fuch a Coun
try 5 and OppreJJton and Difirefs w ill ruin 
Commerce where-ever it meets with it.

Its Profit is infinitely greater : For as 
the Root o f  that Commerce is our own, 
the whole o f  the Gain is our own alfo. 
T h e  main o f the Profit fettles w ith us ; 
fo much only remaining in the Colony, 
as may be fufficient to draw in more.

Great Britain therefore has no better 
Choice, than to ground her Commerce 
on the Induftry and Product o f her Colo
nies, and Countries imited to her, or depen
dent on her. A nd yet her Maxims, with 
regard to all thefe Countries, have been

violait
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violent with regard to thofe Countries, and 
contradictory to their own Intention.

Violent Becaufe againil the Natural 
Courfe o f T hings ; which requires every 
M an to make the beft Advantage of the 
Produft o f  his Land— Becaufe grounded 
upon manifeft Force ; upon Laws made 
upon a People who have never confented 
to them— Becaufe they cramp the Trade 
o f  thofe Countries— A nd becaufe— T h a t 
to forbid the Export o f any Com m odity 
to another Country, is to command it to 
be fold at your own Price, to yourfelves, 
which is nothing better than downright 
R obbery.

Contradictory to their Intention, becaufe 
t h e y  h ave  m a n ife f t ly  produced the R u i n  
o f  the  Commerce o f  England, w h ic h  t h e y  
affeft  to  fupport.

The Reflections that arife on a violent, 
and contradictory Condutt, w ith refpect to 
Government, are thefe ;

T h a t fuch a Conduit muft deftroy our 
Conjlitution.

1. B y alienating the Affe&ions o f  a 
vaft Body o f our Fellow-Subje£ts, who 
envying our fuperior Privileges, w ill be 
ever ready to feize Occaiions to abridge 
them , and to reduce us to their own 
L e v e l o f  Ruin.

2. B y ob lig in g  us to govern the People 
it is eiíercifed upon, by a military Force ;

. Which



(  8 }which Force m ay be as well em ploy’d a*
g ainft  Q-ur Liberties as theirs„

W ith refpeit to Commerce, - which is 
more immediately to our prefent Point, 
fuch a Canduîi rrrtiiï entirely confound it.

1 . Becaute a hw ly Commerça is incom
patible with a GwjçnmiM by Farce : New  
People w ill never fettle in fuch a Country, 
the old Inhabitants w ill fall from it.

2. Becaufe no kind o f Marmfa&ure, or
o f Trade w ill flouriih, where any 

is prohibited > for M en are never fatif- 
fied, but that the Power which has abor 
lifhed one, m ay deprive them o f any ether.

T h e Genius o f  Trade Jickens under tha 
Refle&ion o f  a bare Poflibility o f  Re- 

Jiraint ; and therefore mull: grow  very 
languid upon Refle&ion, on an actual 
Reftraint, a Reftraint rendered perpetual
ly  prefe?it, tho’ but b y  a fingle Inflance.

Thus muft the Conduct and Maxims o f 
G r e a T -B r i t a i n ,  w ith R egard  to her 
Colonies, Countries united to herr and de
pendant on her, deftroy (not only the L i
berty, but) the Commerce o f thofe Coun
tries.

But it has been proved, and is evident, 
that her own cannot exift, without it  
now founds it fell' upon the Commerce o f  
thofe Countries.

ft  follows, therefore, that the prefent 
Condutl and Mayfms o/’Great Britain, with

refpe£t.



i'iefpe£V to the Commerce o f thdfe Coun" 
tries, i f  purfued farther, muft ruin her
own 'Trade.

T h e  General Conclufion upon the 
whole is this, that Great Britain, for the 
future, muít change her Conduct with 
refpeft to thefe Countries.

I r e l a n d  is the C hief o f thefe Coun
tries : She muft therefore chiefly charge 
her Conduit with Regard to Ir e l a n d .

A s a M erchant, in his particular 
Sphere, em ploys the cheapejl Manufac
turer he can find; fo England, in her 
general M erchandize, muft em ploy the 
P o o r  o f  Ireland, and the Produfi o f  Ire
land, as the cheapejl ihe can find.

A nd as M en pour W ater into Fumps,- 
w hich, once fet m oving, throw up V\ a- 
ter in Return, as long as they require ; fo 
m uft England g ive  Encouragement td 
Ireland -, which Encouragement w ill ren
der infinite Returns.

England has never éxercifed her Power 
over Ireland, but ihe has iuftered for it.

T h e  whole W orld fee it in two In- 
ftances, which are the Principal in which
ihe has done it.

1. T h e A ft  to prohibit Irijh Cattle;
2. T h e  Deltruftion o f  the IVoolleri M a

nufacture o f that Kingdom .
T h e  firft is generally now allowed de-

f tru ft iv e .  ^
B l  hfé
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T h e fécond begins, b y  its fatal Con^ 
fequences, fomewhat to open the Eyes 
o f Men.

It was alfo feen in a third Infiance ; the 
Prohibition o f importing certain Com
modities dire&ly from the Plantations to 
Ireland, without touching fir ft upon Eng
land. But this Prohibition was lately 
taken off, after that Nation had laboured 
under the Reftri&ion h alf a Century. 
During this L aw , the Price o f thofe 
Commodities, Pitch, T ar, & c. were fo 
raifed by that Difficulty, that Ireland 
paid above 100,000/. to foreign Nations, 
lor what they m ight have had, and now 
have, from our own.

T h e  Confequcnces o f the Deftru&ion o f 
the JVoollen Trade in Ireland, were ;

1. T h e  Expulfion o f  30,000 Manufac
turers at once from that Country.

2. T h eir Retreat into foreign Coun
tries.

3. T h e Eltabliihm ent thereupon o f  the 
VVoollen Manufacture in almoft all Parts
o f  Europe.

4. T h e  Exportation o f  Englijh and 
Irijh  W ool.

5. T h e  gradual and notorious Decay 
o f our Trade from that Hour.

From thefe Confequences we ought to 
obferve, T h a t the Decay o f  our Trade 
does not arife from the Exportation o f 
Iriih IVool ; T h a t

( 10 )



T h a t were to make an Efteft a Caule.
. T o  afcribe the Misfortune of the R e
treat o f Manufacturers from Ireland, and 
the Eftablifhment o f foreign Manufac
tures, as a Caufe, would be equally 
wrong.

Thefe are but Effects of one fatal 
Caufe.

T h e  vain Expectation o f  e n  g  rolling the 
W oollen Manufacture to ourfelves ; the 
narrow Principles we have fpoken of a- 
bove ; Principles, which, in proving too 
much, prove nothing but their own Abfur- 
dity.

T h e  Argum ent which proves that any
one Branch o f Trade fhould be confined 
to any one Part o f thefe Dominions, ex- 
clufive o f the reft, w ill tend to prove that 
even that Part ihould be again divided to 
the Prejudice of a Part oi itfelf. Thus, 
if Great Britain ihould argue that Ireland 
fhou’d have no Trade in W ool, the reft 
o f  Great Britain m ay argue that Torkjhire 
ought to be excluded too. A nd thus we 
m ay argue down the Manufacture, b j a 
Parity o f Reafoning, into one Country, 
into one ‘Tozvn, into one Houje in that 
Town, and to one Manufacturer in that
Houfe.

A nd furely, that Argum ent which 
proves that the W oollen Manufacture o f 
Great Britain  w ou’d be moft advanta-

B 2 geous
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geous when there was but one Man em
p lo y ’d in it, will hardly be allow’d a 
good one.

N o ! let us open our Minds, let us think 
in a more generous Manner.

Let us think that all Men have an equal 
R ig h t to Liberty, and to all the Advan
tages o f Human Nature with ourfelves.

Let us coniider, if  Power could take 
away the Natural Rights o f Mankind, 
what Right wou’d now remain to our
felves o f  Freedom ?

L et us credit this Truth, that Nations 
are only powerful, in proportion as they 
are united. And,

L et us unclerftand, that no People can 
be united, where equal L iberty, and equal „ 
Advantages are not permitted.

Monopolies are deftru&ive to a State. 
Kingdoms may admit o f  Monopolies as 

w ell as private Companies ; and the moit 
horrid Monopoly o f all is, where, in a 
Kingdom compos’d o f many different 
States, one State is fuffered to affume, or 
engrofs any particular Advantage, to the 
Excluiion o f the rçft.

Such Monopolies are not found in abfo- 
lute Monarchies, even in the worjl o f  G o
vernments.

But abfolute Monarchies are the only G o
vernments in which they m ay be f u f 

fered.
T h ey
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T h e y  cannot be maintained without 
Force ; and Force may be allow ’d in ab- 
folute Governments, becaufe no Liberty 
can be loft.

But where Liberty can be loft, Force can
not be permitted, but it w ill be loft.

T h e Liberty therefore o f Great Britain, 
depends upon the Freedom o f the People 
o f  Ireland. And,

T h e  Commerce o f  this Kingdom  has 
been proved to depend upon their Liber
ty  in Trade : W hat then ihou’d give us 
room to heiitate, in granting them every 
A dvantage with ourlelves ?

Is it that they are a diftinct Govern
ment, and that this Circumftance 
renders it unfafe ? But they complain, 
that our Laws have Force among them : 
I f  not, unite them.

G ive them an equal Reprefentative.
M ake them the fame People : T h e  fame 

Conftitution mult take aw ay all Objection, 
i f  there fhou’d be any now.

Is it the Fear o f  being underfold by 
them, that prevents this great Defign ?

W hofe Fear can this be ?
It cannot be the Fear of'the Public k--, for 

it is w ell known, that every  thing gain’d 
b y  Ireland, muffc center here at laft.

It cannot be the Fear o f  the Publick, 
beçaufe nothing but the Incouragement

o f
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o f  their Trade, can fave our Commerce, 
It muft then be the Fear o f private Men.

A nd o f what private Men ?
T h ofe, whofe EJlates arife from JVool, 

thofe, who manufacture Wool. Thefe ima
gine their Efiâtes muft fall upon fuch a 
Change : that the Price o f their Labour 
w ill diminifh.

But their EJlates are now rais’d too 
high to fuffer any Commerce to thrive, or 
to continue in our Favour ; and their La
bour is too dear.

I f  they w ill have Commerce then, they 
muft fuifer their EJlates to fall, their La
bour to lower its Price.

I f  they w ill fuffer no Commerce, their 
Eftates w ill produce them nothing ; their 
Labour w ill not be wanted.

W hich is then better ? that their E - 
(lates ihou’d lower in their Value, or that 
they iliou’d produce them nothing ? T hat 
their Labour ihou’d J a il in Price, or that 
they ihou’d never labour ?

T h e y  have ruin’d their EJlates, and 
their Labour, by pufhing up their Value. 
T h e y  muft fave them by bringing them 
down.

Had England no other Caufe for Ruin, 
its Commerce, as it has been lately man
aged, wTou’d have ruin'd her ?

She has fatten’d with too much Preci
pitation, and there is a ne plus ultra in all 
Nature. T h i



T h  is T ruth  is more evident in Trade, 
than in any other T h in g. For that low 
Pr ice o f  Commodities and Labour, which 
is the Foundation o f it, is changed into the 
very contrary by its Continuance.

Little States m ay therefore foon be 
gorged by advantageous Traffick, and 
loon be ruined by it.

Great Countries have this Advantage ; 
as they rife flower, fo they fall later. But 
England, in the M anagement o f its 
Com m erce, has loft this A dvantage, which 
was natural to her.

B y confining Commerce to herfelf, ilie is 
in Éffeft to be confidered but as a little 
Country. A nd, like a little Country, has 
been quickly ruin'd by it.

T o  have avoided this, fhe ihou’d have 
admitted equal Profits to Ireland, that 
ihe m ight have grown up w ith her.

A n d  to recover this Error, ihe muft 
aft upon the fame Principle. She muft 
fubm it to reduce herfelf : I f ihe does not, 
fhe w ill be more feverely reduc'd by o- 
ther Means ?

L e t  the  INTERESTS of private Men, 
therefore no lo n g e r  blind the  Publick.

But thefe are not the Interefls o f  pri
vate M en ; they are fa lfe  Principles, 
w hich the Selfijhnefs o f  the Tim es renders 
favourable to the Majority.

( r5 )
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Is it the Interejl o f private Men, to necr- 
le£t a certain Profit, for imaginary Gain ?

For Gain impoffible ?
For Gain, i f  poffible, yet deftruttive?
A  Nation circumftanced like ours, has 

been already proved incapable o f engrof- 
iing Commerce to the Excluiion o f its Co=• 
lonies.

And fuch a Commerce, i f  obtain’d, has 
been proved deflrutlive.

But to admit Ireland to a Freedom in 
Commerce, muft be certain Ghin : For 
Ireland wou’d gain by a Freedom o f  Com-r 
merce. A nd what Ireland gains, muft cen
ter here.

A y ,  but this muft come out o f fome 
Branch o f our own Manufacture.

A s fuppofe their Gain on the tVoollen 
Manufacture. T his Gain muft come out 
o f our Woollen Manufacture.

Can we keep our Manufacture as we are ?
I f  we can, w hy fo much Noife and 

Clamour upon the Subje£t ? W h y  fuch 
Complaints o f Manufa£turers ? applications 
to Parliaments, and Committees appointed 
to coniider thefe Complaints and applica
tions? W h y  Bills brought in tor many 
Years together to fecure it ?

I f  we cannot ; H ow would the Gain o f  
the Iriih be out o f  the Manutafture o f 
England ?

(  i6 )
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The Gain o f  the Irifh. muft be out o f the 
W oollen Manufacture o f  thoie Countries 
which w ill fucceed Us in it :

A nd who w ill fucceed Us in it ? or ra
ther, W ho has already got it  from us ?

France in the principal Part.
The Gain o f  the Iriih, then, in the 

W oollen M anufacture, muft be a Gain 
upon the Manufacture o f  France.

I f  to permit the W oollen Trade to lre~. 
land, be a Gain upon France ; to prohibit 
the W oollen  Trade to Ireland, muft be 
a  G ain to France : A nd ihall a B r i TON 
argue for the Gain o f F r a n c e  ?

Could the Irijh recover the Woollen 
Trade ? R ather, Can JVe recover it any 

^>ther W a y  ? I f  we can, let us take that 
TVray. I f  we cannot, ihall we refufe to 
m ake this Experim ent ?

But the Irijh  can recover the Woollen 
Trade ;

1. Becaufe th ey can underfel our R i
vals in that Manufacture.

2. Becaufe i f  they manufactured at 
hom e, th ey would export no Raw  W ool, 
or W oollen  Y arn , to foreign Manufac- 
tu ries; and, w ithout W o o l, or W oollen 
Y arn , o f  their G row th, thofe M anufac
tu re s  cannot exift.

A s  to the firft, it is evident that the 
Irijh  do i t T h e y  have a clandefline T rade 
in Stuffs to Lisbon : T h e  French trade

C thither
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thither alfo, and fo do W e, in the fame 
Commodities.

T h e  Irifh underfel both the French and 
Us : T h e Englifh Manufacturers complain 
o f this cl'andeftine Trade : T h e  French dif- 
like it with more Reafon : For, if  it 
\V'ere poiiïble to prevent it, and it were 
prevented, the French would come into 
the Pi ace o f the Irifh ; but the Englifh 
would be underfold as much as ever.

A s to the fécond A rgum ent, that if  
the Irifh allowed the Manufacture o f 
Wool, they would export no W ool, or 
W oollen Yarn, to F r a n c e .

T his is evident from the Nature o f  the 
T h in g  \ Men ftudy their Profit, and this 
would be manifeftly againft their Profit, f

W ool manufactured is worth five times 
as much as W ool unmanufactured ; and 
therefore to fell their W ool abroad, 
would be a Lofs to them , unlefs they 
fold it for .jive times what they fold it 
for at home. A nd i f  they who bought it, 
gave but one third o f that Price, they could 
not ufe it  when they had bought it.

This all Ireland muft fee, and therefore 
unite to prevent it ; whereas it is feared 
that all Ireland now finds it its Intereft to 
promote it.

Impeach this Argum ent — A llo w  fome 
Wool and Tarn would ftill be run ; W ould 
not the Q uantity be extremely lefs ? Be

ing
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jng lefs, would it not be dearer ? \A ould 
not the Manufactures ariiing out o f  that 
Com m odity, in Confequence diminijh in 
Quantity, and augment in Price ? And 
what other M ethod can be taken, better 
to deftroy a R ival Manufacture, than to 
diminijh its Quantity, and augment its 
Price ?

T o  purfue the fame Queftion :
Is it doubted that the Irijh W ool and 

Yarn be neceifary to the Manufactures ot 
France? W e are told by all who are 
converfant in this Bufinefs, that they can
not carry on this Trade without it.

T h e y  m ay make very coarfe Cloths 
w ith their own W ool, which m ay ferve, 
in fome degree, for ordinary home Con-

• fumption.
' T h e y  make the finefi Cloths with Spa- 
nijh Wrooh, but the Cloths and Stuffs fo r  
Exportation, and general Ufe, are ot a 
middle Sort, and cannot be made without 
a M ixture o f  Irijh  W ool. This we are 
told. T h is the French have acknowledged 
in the m oil publick Manner : But if  we 
were not told it , and i f  it were not acr 
knowledged, is it not felf-evident ?

i . Do not the French confume greater 
Quantities, at far greater Price, than their 
own W o ol and W oollen Yarn can bear ? 
W ou ld  they aft fo w ild a Part as to do 
this, i f  it were not neceifary to their M a 
nufacture ? 2‘
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2. JDo not the very Manufactures o f  
England depend, in fome meafure, on the 
W oollen-Yarn o f Ireland? I f  they do! 
the Mannfaftures o f France muft do it in 
a much higher Degree : For the W ool o f 
France differs far more than the W ool o f  
England, from the W ool o f Ireland. But 
whether they do, enquire o f the M anu
facturers o f Brijlol, and o f thofe o f A'or- 
ivich ; they w ill tell you that they cannot 
work without it.

T o  reduce alfo this Argum ent below 
its full Force ;

Not* that we m ay fuit it more to 
Rcafon ; but that we m ay render it lefs 
Obnoxious to Prejudice and PaJJion ; let 
us fuppofe it only ftrong in Part ; let 
us fup-pofe the W ool o f  Ireland neceifary 
only to France, for fuch Manufactures as 
it is neceilary to in England. W ould not 
the W oollen Manufacture eftabliih’d in 
L  eland-, confound the Commerce o f 
France, for fo much ?

Is not this Species o f  Manufacture a 
very confiderable Branch o f the Woollen 
Trade ? W ould not therefore the Eita- 
blifhment o f the Woollen Trade o f Ireland 
confound the Commerce o f France, in a 
confiderable Branch o f the Woollen Trade. 
A s we now fland., are we able to con
found it in any Branch ? It is allow ’d 
we cannot : I f  it is allow ’d we cannot,

• 1 foa l I
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lhall we not em ploy the People o f  Ire
land who can.

L e t me here obferve one Circumftance ?
In whatever Branches o f  Manufa&ure 

the Irijh or Engli/h W iol is em ploy’d, in 
France, it works up twice as much o f  
the French Wool : Thus one thoufand Stone 
o f  Irijh or Englijh Wool produce three 
thoufand Stone o f  French Manufacture.

I f  the Irijh , therefore, were now al
lowed to w ork up all their Wool, they 
could but Manufacture one third o f  that 
Quantity. T h is is the only Quantity, or 
only kind o f  C loth, in France, for E x
portation, and the greateft Part o f  it is 
em ploy’d in Exportation ?

A ll  the Cloth o f  France for Exportation 
is thus deilroy’d ; yet the Irijh  gain but 
one third o f  that Exportation : T h e  D e
mand for Cloth abroad m ull continue the 
fame. T h ere  muft then remain two 
Thirds o f  that Demand unfatisfy’d. W ho 
can fatisfy this Demand? Foreigners can
not, from the N ature o f  their W ool. 
T h e  Irijh  cannot, becaufe they have not 
Q uantity fufficient. T h e.E?iglijh therefore 
mult.

T hus do the Englijh p lainly benefit 
as much again, by opening the Irijh 
Commerce, as the Irijh can do themfelves ; 
for o f  the Ruins c r  the French Manufac
ture, two thirds muft demonftrably fa ll 
into our L ap . Thus

( 21 )



( w  )
Thus do we plainly recover the Woollen Trader 

and that in a W ay, for as fhort a Tim e, and in 
as fmall a Degree detrimental, to the Rents o f 
England, or to the Poor o f  England, as can 
poffibly be conceived. T h e  greater Demand o f  
the Commodity which muft enfue, will keep up 
the Price of the Commodity, and confequently of 
our Land. T h e  greater Confumptim muft em
ploy the Poor.

I f  the Rents of England can be maintain'd upon 
the Fool they now (land, they will be maintain’d 
upon that Foot by this Expedient, which feems 
to promife to confine the whole Trade to our 
own Dominions. If they cannot be maitain’d up
on this Foot, we fhall have the Comfort to per
ceive, after they are once fallen to their due Stand
ard, that they will daily rife upon fuch Founda
tion as will maintain them when they are rifen.

But on the other Hand, we fhall find that no 
other Scheme can have Effeit : Our Woollen M a
nufacture muft be totally loft -, the reft of our 
Trade muft follow, T h e  Rents o f the whole 
Kingdom will be every where reduced ; a difmal 
Poverty, a general Dijlrejs, an univerfal Difcontent, 
FaCiion, Tumult, Civil W ar, Anarchy and Tyran
ny, will fink us, by a natural Succeflion, into the 
Circumftances of .an Afiatick Province, f r o m

W H E N C E  W E  S H A L L  N E V E R  R I S E .

I conclude with thefe Sentiments, tho’ they ap
p ear contrary to the Judgment oi the Nation.

i .  A  N a t i o n  will not grow Poor by Increafe 
o f  Money. 2. A  N a t i o n  will not grow Rich, 
by refufing to Employ any o f  her Subjeóts. 3. A  
N a t i o n  will never Thrive by Means which have 
brought her to Ruin. 4. A  N a t i o n  may attempt 
lmpcjfibilities-, but will never fucceed. 5. A  N a 
t i o n  may perfevere in an Error, till its Ruin be
comes inevitable. May it never be the Cafe c f this.

F I N I S .


