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FROM A

MEe MmBER of Parllament

TO HIS

Frrew~nps in the Country.

GENTLEMEN,

Receiv'd yours the beginning of laft month,

and fhould not have omitted returning my

! anfwer fooner, but that, it being on a {ubje&
| of importance, 1 thought 1t my duty to get
| the fulleft information 1 was able, relating 0
the contents, that the anfwer might be more par-
ticular; .and I hope, in conlequence, more fatif-
faétory to you. ¢
T.owx very freely to you, that on the perufal of

- your letter, T was both much furprized and much
' con-
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concern'd. My furprize ‘arofe” from this confidera-
- tion, that when I had the pleafure of cdﬁ*:.erﬁng'
with fevera] of you during the late recefs of parlia-
ment, the converting the. Duties on Tobacco, and .
Wihes, from Cuftoms into an Excife, was. part of
the {ubjeét of our difcourfe. You then exprefs'da
very juft abhorrence of the notorious frauds com-
mitted in thofe two branches of the publick re-
venue; by which means every individual in the
nation muft be a fufferer, in the apparent lofs fu-
ftain’d by the publick ; while the ungighteous gains
center in wery few pockets, and in wery few places.
From hence I concluded, -that if “rhe parliaiment
could find out any probable method to put a {top to
fo great a grievance it would be very acceptable to
you, who-I'am confident have no fhare in the pro-
fir.' This ‘occafion’d my furprize, till T confider'd
how liable well-meaning perfons at a diftance are to
be artfully impofed on, by interefted and defigning
men, and by bold and falfe affertions,
" My concern arofe from: another point; which
touch’d me nearly. I'have had the honour to ferve
you for a great number of years in parliament, and,
I flatter myfelf, to your fatisfa&ion, which I think
I may venture to conclude, fince your having elect-
ed me {everal times for your reprefentative; confirms
the good opinion you had conceived of me at your
firft choice, - Yet during the wholé continuance in
your {ervice till this fime, you have left me to a&
intirely wabyafs'd, as I {hould judge in my confcience
would be moft beneficial, for my countryin general;
and for you, Gentlemen, in’'particular. * I{ay unby-
als'd, the contrary of which is the only influence
your late Letter can have upon me; for I cannot
woash : ; l'eCCIVQ
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geceive it (I am perfwaded you could not intend it)
as a command to a& contrary to what I may be con-
vinced by reafon and argument to be my duty: and
thould I obey it in that manner from any future
confiderations whatever, 1{hould think my f{elf un-
worthy of the high truft you have repoled in me,
or of any favour éom you hereafter. ,
Berore I an{wer the particulars of your LetterI
muft make this obfervation, that it appears to me
impoffible to have arifen originally from among
yourfelves: 'The contents of itebeing a copy, or
very near a copy, of an advertifement handed about
here in London, and faid to be drawn up by a com-
mittee of feveral of the dealers in the two com-
modities aboye-mention’d. I am f{enfible how great
an influence they muft have on their feveral cor-
refpondents in the country, whom they furnifh with
thefe commodities; how eafy it isto terrify them
with difmal apprchenfions, tho' withour foundation ;
and whartis ftill worfe, how ‘much they hold them
in fubje&ion, by having obtain’d almoft a monopoly
in thofe' branches of trade. 'This being premifed,

Iihall confider the feveral articles of you? letter.

You defire me to oppofe in parliament any pro-
pofition which may be made, For a General Excife,
For any Extenfion of the Excife Laws, or For any
Alteration in the prefent Method of colletting the
publick Revenues. |
- It was neceflary for thofe who had the penning the
advertifement, to blend thefe feveral things together,
in order to raife a proper terror in mens mings, and
a general difcontent, by Imaginary dangers; in hopes
by that means to difappoint any propofal, which
muft, if confider'd fingly by itfelf, appear both ju/?

and
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and meceffary, but which might perhaps prove pre-
Judicial to their own private Intereff. =

WirH this view a General Excife muft be echo-
ed through the nation as an intended p?oje&, and
then the weekly writers muft be employ’d with great
rhetorick to fhew the dreadful confequences of
fuch a grievance. 'This they have done, and this
has had the intended effe&®; it has in fome degree
difturbed the prefent quiet, and leflen’d the prefent
happinefs, of a free and flourifhing ‘people, who
were reaping the*blcffed cffelts of univerfal peace,
by extending their commerce ; plealed with the bap-
py period which has been put to the alarms and un-
certainties the nation had been under for {ome years,
by the precarious fituation of affairs abroad, and fe-
cure in the uninterrupted pofleffion of the higheft
Liberty at home.

Bur to whom are thefe terrorsowing 2 Who ever
form’d fuch a Proje&? W ho ever fupported or de-
fended it 2 I might go farther and ask, were {fuch a
- thing as 2 General Excife proje&ed and propofed,
what poffibility of meeting with fuccefs? Itis {uf-
ficient then to anfwer, that the fuppofition is en-
tirely groundlefs, and the mere invention of thofe
fruieful brains who are conftantly employ'd in fur-
nifhing the nation with imaginary terrors. Such
was the danger of the churchin the days of Queen
Anne ; {uch was the danger of Gibraltar, in the
days of the Jate good King, and of the prefent Father
of oy conntry 5 fuch was the danger of univerfal
war, by blundering councils, which have ended 1n
univerfal peace ; {uch was, and is, the danger of the
liberty of the prefs, which is daily fhamefully ailgté-

. ed,
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fed, and yet fubfifts in entire freedom to publifh
thefe imaginary dangers to the world.

WirH this chimera of a General Excife, all the
faral concomitants muft fall to the ground; {uch as
the enhancing the price of beef and mutton, and
turkeys and fowls, and bread, and all the neceflaries
of life ; fuch as the power of excife-men to enter
all private houles at pleafure, at any hour of the
day or #ight; with a thoufand other hardfhips. and
inconveniencies which have been amply {et forth by
out political writers, with as little neceflity, as I have
to expatiate upon the abfurdity of the popifb religion
under a proteftant King, or the miferies of defpotick
government under an adminiftration, famous for the
ftand they have made againft the priuciples of arbi-
trary (foww, and again%} thofe who once made un-
limited and paffive obedience to it, the charaiicri-
SHick ot their principles.

Having thus endeavour'd to remove the appre-
henfions you feem to have been under as to aGene-
ral Excife, I mult in the next place take notice of
what you warn me againft, viz. Any extenfion of
the Excife Laws.  And this expreffion will admit of
different interpretations, and I doubt not, is intend-
ed as ambiguous. Tt may mean the giving additional
and even exorbitant powers to the perfons intrufted
with the colle&ion, and management of the feveral
duties raisd by way of Excile. It may mean the
laying of additional impofitions on the feveral com-
modities already charged with any Duaty, payable ei-
ther by way of Exciﬁ: or Cuftom ; or, it'may mean
any alteration of the prefent laws, by fubjeéing
Certain commodities to pay the {fame Duties by way
of Excife, which they now pay at the Crffom-houfe.

N e WSy ¥
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The two former of thefe intcrgretations are What
muft be intended to carry terror’; and it happens in

this cafe, as in the other, that nothing of that kind
has ever been thought of : Nay, it happens that the
reverfe of ome of thiem, is the main and principal
foundation of all I have ever heard, as intended to
be propofed, as I fhallfoon demonftrate, 'The laft
interpretation is fynonimous, and therefore will pro-
petly fall under the 2hird head of your advice : To
oppole any alteration in the prefeit method of col-
lefting the publick revemses. ~ ~ ., 2
"T'ris is a very large ahd extended propofition; {o
large and {o extenfrve, that, if it ftood by itfelf, 1
am convinced it would be univerfally exploded, and
could never have had a place either in your Letter to
fne, or in the advertifement I mentioned. And yet
it Is #hbis alone that feems to lay me under any diffi-
culty 1n my condu&, or to have the leaft relation to-
what may probably be propofed in parliament; and
for this realon fequires a more particular confide-
fation. ° ) . myAL- el o Heih
It mighr look pedantick in me, and I am fure is
unfieceflary to'men of your underftandings, to enter
minutely, in a Letter of this nature, into the origi-
nal of human governments dnd focieties. Tt may
fuffice to fay in general, thar all {ocieties are form'd
on this principle; the prefervation of the colleGive
body, from the injuries and invafions of other focie-
ties or governments; and the fecurity of the proper-
ties and liberties of -each individual, from the rapine
and injuftice of other individuals in the fame fociety.
For the former of thefe ends, certain perfons, in all
governments, have been appointed, whofe peculiar
duty it has been, to defend the reft of theit fél}otv,v
L . N b ll -
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fubjes in the enjoyment of their liberties, from the _
encroachments of their neighbours. To obtain the
other end of government, %aws have beeri enatted
for the regulation of the whole fociety, and a few
perfons have been intfufted with power and autho-
rity to put them in execittion, on fuch individuals
as may offend, for the fake of the whole. Foreach
of thefe kindsof perfons, fo fet apart for thefe pur-
pofes, certain fipends and rewards have beed ap-
poirited, to arife by 4 contribution of the whole bo-
dy, as a recompence for their hazard and care, and
their neceflary avocation from their private concerns.
Al thefe things are infepatable from 4/l govern-
ments, and this1s the original of Taxes; which have
been greater, or lefs, according to the extent of their
dominions, or the power and politicks of their
neighbours. , .

liI.L I would infer from hence is this, that Taxes
are abfolutely neceflaty to the wery being of all go-
wernments, and therefore ought not, asfuch, to be
efteemed grievances. The chief care of the legi-
flature ought thereforé to confift, in impofing fuch
as may be eafieft borneby the whole body of the peo-
ple, and in taking the beft care they can, that they
be equally and effe@ually collefked. Let us apply
thefe maxims, which I believe will remain uncon=
troverted, to our prefent cafe.

It has beenn the unavoidable fite 6f this nation,
to be engaged in, a lonfg and expenfive war, in de-
tence qﬁd_'fﬁp&)orﬁ of out Jiberties dnd religion.
Tho{eiﬁy:;alﬁéble bleffings, reftored to us at the Re-
wolution; and fince very providentially fecured by the
peaceable aéceffion of ‘his Jare Majsfty; and the fuc-
eéfs.of | His. arms againdt }]1318 rebellions [ubjecfs. This

O e - - - Thas
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has occafion’d many Taxes, which now ftand én~
gaged for the payments of principal and inteteft, to
{uch perfons, or their reprefentatives, who contri-
buted to fupport the publick expences, * Other
Taxes are, and muft ever be, neceflary, foft the an-
nual charges and current {upply of the government.

T firft-of thefe branches haye been {o mana-
ged, by conftant care and application, and by an in-
violable prefcrvation of publick credit, that they are
at prefent more than fufficient to anfwer the annual
intereft, and to dilcharge yearly, one million of the
principal ; and the only conteft among the creditors
of the publick, is, who fhall be the /z# to receive
their proportion of the furplufs. =~

- Turs being the cafe of that branch of the pub-
lick revenue, it became the duty of every member of
the houfe ‘of .commons, to turn his thoughts, how
to.render ,the annual [upplies as eafy as poflible to
thofe -he reprefents. | V.eith_ this view, the moft
grievous and mof}t unequal of all our Taxes, has
been happily and gradually reduced, from four fhil-
lings to one thilling 1n the pound ; a fituation, which
I am perfuaded no freeholder; in the kingdom was
fanguine enough, a few years ago, to flatter himfelf
with the hopes.of. If then it fhall be found praéti-
cable, to continue this {ealonable eafe to the landed
intereft, from a burden fo long and {o grievoufly
borne by a {mall proportion of .the whole colleétive
body of the nation, is it not highly defirable 2 If the
anntial exigencies of the government m‘:{,yb; {up-
plied; if the growing intereft may be duly paid to
the creditors of the publick ; if a million per annum
may be applied to. the difcharge of publick debts:
If, I fay, all this may be done, without livur‘de'éniilllgr.=

t
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the Jand, without laying any #ew Duty on any com-
modity whatfoever, or any additional Duty on any
commodity already taxed, is not fuck 4 propofition
highly worthy the mature deliberation of - parlia-
ment? i B I' - 1 i 7
Bur if al This will follow from doing our duty,
by putting a ftop to the #notoriots frauds, and un-
doubted #pofitions.of a few petfons, to_the appa-
rent lofs of the publick, and of évery’ individaal,
not concern’d in the unlawful gain; are’we not un-
der the friGeft obligation to endeavour to effect it?
And this, I am confident, may be done,. by an a/te-
ration of the prefent method of collecting the pub-
lick revenues, as to thofe two commiodities of W 7e
and Tobacco. et - ‘

I order to prove this,, it is neceflary in the firft
%:lacé to lay it down asa truth, "That great and mon-

'rous frauds are cominitted, ‘in the importation-and
exportation of thofe rwo_commodities. If I {hould
fay, that.no Dutyis paid for one balf, or perhaps

. twg thirds, of them confumed at home, the whole

of which ought to pay, 1 am fully perfuaded it would
be fhort -of the truth ; nay, I believe it is fo noto-
rious a fa&, that the moft zealous advocates againft
the propofed alteration, ‘as they have.not yet, fo-I
fancy they will not venture to deny it. If they
thould, it will not be difficult to produce Proois to
confiomat.. o J .

It is unneceflary therefore, till then, to enter
minutely into the {everal methods by which thefe
frauds are committed, any farther than to fhew n
general, how the alteration propofed will probably

I

y



¢ 12 )

Ye an wnfair trader has 2 mind to defraud the
publick, there is but one oppottunity at prefent of
his being dete@ed; if by any artifice he canget his

oods landed without the infpe&ion of a Cuftom-
lgoouj} officer; his bufinefs is done, there is no farther
check upon him (without a particular inforni'ationf)
and his ynrighteons gains are in his pocket. But if,
in the next place, he be inclined to go a fafer way
to work, and not to run the hazatd og a feizure, fuch
15 the nature of thefe trades, that ’tis° well worth
while to blind the officer with ‘a large’ bribe, make
him a partner in his wickednefs at once, and he is,
* and muft be, his flave for ever. By this means the
publick is liable, and has been doubly defrauded by
falfe weights, and falfe meafures. Small weights at
importation; by which the Duty is paid; large -
E?Cights on exportation, by which the Duty is drawn

ack. B SN Tt e okl

To make this a little cleater; let me fuppofe a
cafe which may_happen, and if I fhould be called
upon, I am ble to give fufficient reafons for its not
being an ill-grounded fuppofition. A fa&or imports
a fhip-load of Tobacco, on account of his corref-
pondent the planter in Virginia. 'The hogfheads
contain’d in this cargo, weigh bona fide one with
another, from 700 1b. to 800 1b. ‘weight ; but if by
a connivance of the officer at the {cale, they fhould
be only charg'd with Duty after the rate of from
¢co1b. to 6oolb. let us only confider how immenfe
and how various the profit would be, and rhen judge
how great the temptation.  The Duty on Tobacco
1s by law, either to be fecured by bonds, or paid in
seady moiey, but to avoid confufion, 1 will {fuppofe

it is paid in ready money. In the firft place then,
: ' upon
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pon nt of the Duty according to the fina/ler
rqun h!t,:ylr::ehu the whole cargo of Tobacco deli«
w:t"%'to him, and is allow’d by law 1o per Cent. as
a difcount on all the money fo paid. From that
moment he is in poffeffion of 200 Ib. weight of To-
bacco on every Hogfhead, free from all Duty, to be
fold, if he thinks fit, for home confumption; the
rerailer and confumer, who, it is allowed in this and
all other inftances, do in reality pay all Duties, re-
ceive it from him at the current price asif the Duty
were a&ually paid, and by this means the fador puts
in his own. pocket, ‘accountable to no body, the
whole of the Duty of 200 weight of Tobacco,
which ought to go to the benefic of the whole
community. - .

Let us now alter our fuppofition, and fay, that
this Tobacco, is not confumed at home : Itis then
enter'd,. at any time within the three years limited by
law, for foreign exportation, and {ee how the cale
will ftand then. en it comes to the Keyp, it is

again to be weigh'd, and as bere is no inducement
for the fator to {peak with the officer, he is left a
liberty to do his duty; and he does it: He certifies
to the proper officer the real weights, and deben-
tures are made out accordingly. }fere ain the fac-
tor has a clear gain of the whole Duties an 200
w;iﬁht in every hogfhead, the only difference is this ;
in the firft inftance, the retailer and confumer pay
to the faéfor what ought to have gone to the pub-
Jick ; in the fecond, the publick pays the {ame fum
t;_ the faffor, altho’ it was never receiv'd from

m. :

Ler us purfue this Tobacco a little farcher, and
fee what becomes of it after exportation, for if the

i fador
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fa&or be a bold adventurer, he will not let his pro
fit ftop here. ' The Tobacco-is exported in grquanci
with the ftalks:, Now, if he. happens to have. a
cotrefpondent in-dHolaud or ellewhere, whowill be
{o good to get it fhriptiand cuty-and conttive fome
method to' get.it-wun in again, without beingcatch'd
by a: Cuftom-houfe officer, the boneff fattor fells it
- tothe confumer, as in'the other-inftance; only with
this advantggey that he now makes a. double profit,
by teceiving a /fecond time the ' whole! Duty of the
Tobacco {o redmportéd from the ' ¢onfumer, which
i he jhad before, receiv’d from the publick, and which
i he never once PRIdw oo a0 W s o sladus
| L1 is impoffible for mé, who,am not a dealer.in
thefe commodities, to reckon up all the. artifices
. which-are knowri to-bejmade ufg of by uafair tra-
| Jem‘, to: the prejudice of. the whole aation, and the
,l boneft mierchant. inparticular 3 1 have only fetdown
;‘ here thefe {fuppofitions wihich naturally occur to eves
|
!
l
|

- 1y chinking fan, who isat.allacquainted withthefe
WAtters. it O B8 are . .

- As to the frands in; the Wine Trade, they. ate
allow’d on-all hands,to be egually notorious, and are
{o gererally known;, that it-feems unneceflary, and
I am-fure; would be too - tedious, to enter into par-
ticulars. - ‘That angreat -deal is ¢landeftinely vyn.is,
!i very: well knowa,, that far the greate#t part of what
1s:fold  invpublick houfes is nothing but a, poifonods
| compofstion. ot unknown materials, 1s an undeniable.
| truth ;1 fhall therefore {ay -no imore on this head,
but that the poor gonfuner is here again {addled with.
| a priceas if the Duty were really pard, and which
2 he would with’ cliearfulnefs conttibute for .the good
of ‘the whole, but which in réality .goes folely in}_th

the
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the pockets’ of ‘the artful dnd fraudalent brewers

of Wine. :
“"Tur frauds thetefore in both: thefe branches of

erade will, T doubt not, femain wncontroverted, and »

the only queftions that remain “will be, Wi etherit:
be right to fuffer themtogo on as they are? Whether
the method propofed will be an effectual remedy &
and if fo, Whether the remedy be worfe tham the
difeafe.” | - '
fﬂm the firft of thefe, it is almoft impofiible to
believe, that in thefe Days of ' Reformation there
will not be the fame zeal fhewn againft thofe who
cheat, and defraud the whole body of the people,
in {0 open, fo notorious, I may fay, {0 avowed and

-publick 'a manner, asthere has juftly been exprefs'd

againft 7bo/¢ who have been guilty of the /ike erimes,’

 againft particular [ocicties, orafew particular per-

_-',r*.r- i

fons. "This muft be the cafe, ‘unlefs any man will

be hardy enough to ftand uwp and fay, that cheating
the crown, éng the publick,is harmlefs artifice; and

the breach, or what I thinkas infamous, the cvafion

of a cuftom-bonfe oath is no perjury.

Lt me therefore be an advocate for THE PEOPLE
of Great Britain,/as the UNHAPPY SUFFERERS,
by the frauds and impofitions of thofe who would
now f{et themfelves up for their friends and advocates.
Alas! the people of Great Britain, as they have
been the only lofers by the frauds, o they can
have no inconvenience from the remedy. Tug’
propLE have fairly and honeftly, without intermif-*
fion, paid the full Duty on every commodity they-
confume; bey have paid it, not only to the full for"
what they really had, but for all the additional mix=>
tures Which they purchafed, and’ which have beeind

gy impofed
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impofed upon them for what they really demanded ;.
they have not only paid to the full, but have been

contented with ah additional price, upon a fuppofi-

tion, that the vender was really out of pocket on

-account of Duties paid by him, the contrary of
which is true. THe peopLE have paid it to the ut-

moft farthing, and have paid it chearfully, as know-

ing that thofe Duties, which are raifed, are raifed for

their own benefit and fupport, and faithfully apply’d,

either to the difcharge of publick debts, or the

maintenance and defence of the #ation.

But when thefe abufesare once publickly known
and expofed, THE propLE Will no longer chearfully
contribute four or five bandred tbauj%nd ponnds a
year in their own wrong, and without the leaft
benefit, merely to enricha few, a very few among
them, who upon this occafion ate audacious enough
(to ufe a modern expreffion) to call themfelves THE
PEOPLE, _ e | o St g

W have been told indeed, that the prefent cla-
mour is univerfal,among all denominations of men ;
but I have heard but two particularly named, and
thofe are perfons of very remote principles, the
Facobites and. Republicans. How this unnatural
union has been brought about; how ftrong the
bonds of friendfbip; what the glorious motives to
this alliance; or what the moble point they have in
view, they beft can tell who have aflured us of the
fa&, and perhaps may be acquainted with the facred -
myftery... For my own part, asIam{uie they muft
be both enemics tothe Royal Family now eftablith’'d -
on the throne, and our prefent happy conflitution,on
each of which the entire happinefs of this nation de-
pends, I hope they are very few and imon/idemﬁle &

| n
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And Ican’t help thinking it more aadacious in thein
to call themfelves THE PEOPLE, than even in the
fmuggler of Tobacco, or brewers of Wine.

- From what has been faid; I am perfuaded, THE
"prorre will not be of opinion, that thefe frands
ought to be continued and connived at : It is there-
fore to be confidered in the #ext Place, whether
the remedy propofed is fuch as will prevent this
grievance for the future. This; I believe, will not
be much controverted, and binc ille lachrymi.
This is the great foundation of the prefent oppofiti-
on; thefe are the dreadful apprehenfions, that alarmi
the perfons concerned : Were the remedy weak of
infufficent, the terror would be lefs, and heaven and
earth would not be mov’d 1n the outrageous manner

ds has been attempted, to prevent the fuccefs
Bur leaft this thould be difputed, I will only ac-
quaint you with a matter of fa& which I am well
informed of. 'The fame Duties on Tea, Coffee and
Chocolate, which were formerly paid at the Cu/fform-
houfz, have been now colle&ted for eight years paft
by way of Excife, excepting a fmall refervation of
cuftoms on entry. ‘Now it appears by a compare of
the eight years;, with the eight years immediately
prece«fing,_ that confiderably above a million of
mony has been paid into the Exchequer MoRE in the
laft eight years, than in the former, notwithftanding
the great quantiry of Tea which may have been
run, and notwithftanding the great quantity now
remaining in ‘the Eaff-India Ware-boufe, by theit
having poftponed the publick fales ©of that com-
modity, on account of the great importations into
other parts of Eurcpe, and which pays no Excife
till after fuch fale. From hence it follows, that a
C i b
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million more of the publick debt has been difch;:f-'-"

ed out of the Duties on thefe three commodities gnly; ,

than would have been difcharg’d, had not that al-
teration been made in the then method of collefting
thefe revennes. W hether any inconvenience has
arifen from that alteration, and if any, whether in
the leaft degree adequate to the waff benefit which
has accrued to the publick, I leave it to you,
Gentlemen, and to every impartial, and difinterefled
perfon to confider.- This 1s all | fhall fay as to the
probability of the propofed alteration being attended
with fuccefs. | 2 b |

- Having therefore, T think, demonftrated, that
it is an infufferable grievance to allow the abominable
frauds and impofitions to go on with impunity ; and
that the method intendeg to be propofed willin all
human probability remedy the evil; it only remains
to be confider'd, whetherthat remedy be worfe than
the difeafe. Andin order to prove that it is {o, the
three following objefions ate made ; firft, Thatit
will be prez;’ud:g'c'm! to trade; and burdenfome on the
merchant ; {econdly That itis injuriouns to Efzg-if
liberty ; and thirdly, That it will greatly encreafe the
aumber of oficers. 1 fhall briefly confider thefe

‘three objeétions, .and {o conclude,

Ix the firft place, 1 beg leave to confider trade,
{o far as it is beneficial to the nation, as confifting,
in the firlt place, in the exportation of thofe com-
modities which are of our own growth ; in the next
place, in the importation of the growth of our plan-

tations; and the re-exportation of them, either im-

proved by manufalture here, or otherwife, to fo-
reign parts ; in the importation of materials for ma-
nufaéures, from any part of the world, and re-

ex-

]
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exporting them when mamufaltured to great profit;

and laftly, in beingwmim', and fore-kecpers of a-
nv commodities what{oever, to, and from, any part
the world whatfoever. To thefe heads, with
great {ubmiffion to abler men, I think all the beag/i-
cial branches of trade may be reduced. When I
fay beneficial, 1 mean beneficial to a trading nation
in peneral; for 1 am not {0 ignorant as to want to be
i ’d. that there are many trades highly bencficial
to thofe who are engaged in them, which are not
only of no advantage, but very detrimental, and
per{gps deftru@ive to the nation ia general.
Uronx thefe notions of zrade, which T am confi-
dent are true ones, the alteration of thefe Duties
from Cuftoms to Excifes are, at one view, demon-
ftratively highly advantageous. "Upon this maxim
all our laws relating to cuitomable commodities, have
been eternally founded. The Duties were nevex
intended to be atually applied to the pablick ufe,
but for {fuch proportion of commodities imported
oa%“as remain’d here for bome confumption. Thus
all Duties on importation, either from your own co-
lonies, or foreign countries, except a fmall acknow-
ledgment, accordingto ancient ufage, to the crown,
and in many cafes, even that likewife, are drawn
back, on the re-exportation of the fame commodi-
ties. Nay, in fome inftances, where they have un-
dcr%one a manufaure here, a premium is allow’d
on fuch re-exportation. From hence it appears, that
no Duty was.ever intended to be retained, bue for

- fuch part of each commodity only as (hould be dif

pofed of by the merchant to the retailer, or the con-
umex, for domeftick ufe. We have only then to
confider, whether this method ef paying duties on

m-
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importation, and drawing them back on exportation,
be more or lefs advantageous to the merchant (I mean
rhe merchant who defires no profit by frauds). rthan

rhe propofed method of colle@ting thefe Duties will

be: And from hence we may venture fafely to con-

clude, whether it will be more or lefs beneficial to

trade. 4

As the law now ftands, the merchant (except in

fome cafes where bond is allow’d to be given, the

mifchievous effe&s of which I fhall preéently take
notice of ) muft, on importation, pay down the full
Dury for the commodity he imports; which. Duty
amounts, in oze of the inftances before us, to at
leaft equal to the prime coff; in the other inftance,
to at lealt five times the value.  Let any man now
confider, whether this burthen on the merchant
does not deprive him of the benefit of employing
cne half, or five parts in fix, of his fubftance in trade,
for his own advantage, and that of the community :
- Since {o much muft altually be depofited and lock’d
up tll he can find a vent for what he has imported,
either ro the confumer at home, or to fome foreign
market, whereby he may again receive a re-imburfe-
ment by way of drawback : And for this, in one of
thefe commodities, three whole years is {uppofed to
be neceflary, and confequently {o long time is al-
low’d before he is excluded the benefit of the draw-
back. But, in cale the propofed alteration fhould
take place, the merchant will either be entirely freed
from this burthen, orat leaft will have a yery incone
fiderable fum to depofit on importation, and even
rhat will be drawn back on re-exportation. In that
¢afe the buik of the Duties will sever be paid at a]_Jd,‘

| an
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and in the other, not {fooner, than when the com-

modity is @f#ually {old to the retailer or confumer.
Ler any fair reader then fay, whether this is not
a very material difference to the gdvantage of the
merchant, and confequently of trade; more efpe-
cially to young beginners with {mall ftocks, who
will now be at liberty to employ their whole fortunes
in commerce, to the greater enriching, not only of
themfelves, but of their native country; a confide-
ration well worthy a Britifb parhament, were there
no profpeé& of advantage to the publick revenue.
To the rich merchant, I own, it will not be {o ve-
ry beneficial. I mean, to thofe, who are {o ealy in
their circumftances, as to have more money by them,
than defire of gain will tempt, or perhaps prudence

‘will allow, to be rifqued in hazardous adventures:

Yet even to them this benefit will accrue, that they
may now make intereft of the furplus of their
eftates not employ’d in trade, which muft other-
wife be lock’d up in the publick Exchequer, ull re-
exportation; or fale for home confumption fhould
reimburfe them.

Ix the cafe indeed of Tobacco, this payment of
the Duty in ready money is not abfolutely required.
Bond may be given for the Duty, and that bond
difcharged on re-exportation. But I appeal to ex-
perience, to the obfervation of all mankind, nay to
the Tobacco Facfors themfelves, whether this indul-
§ence has not been moff fatal, not only to the pub-
ick, which has by this means fuffer'd immenfe
?ﬁs, but even to many wnbappy men among them-

élves, to their unfortunate friends who have join'd
in being their fureties, and to their innocent princi-

pals, the American planters, who have all been 1n-
' volyed
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volved by this means in one common defprutfion, 1t
would be too tedious to explain particularly how all
thefe mifchiefs have arifen. It is {ufficient to ob-
ferve, that the faor, by thus giving bond, gets in-
to pofleffion of a commodity, 0? five timesthe value
bere of what he 1s accountable for to the planter ;
nay, and for which he is not accountableevento the
publick, till after the expiration of three years, the
time allowed for re-exportation. If he {£lls this, he
is in pofleflion of a great fum of money, not indeed

‘his own, but which cammot be demanded of him till

that time. How great then is the temptation to
employ it for his own advantage ; and if he does {o,
how often thall one unfortunate adventure, or one
unlicky wrong judgment, in the myflery of Ex-
change-Alley, where it is too often employ’d, pro-
duce all the melancholy confequences above-menti-
oned. It is well known among traders, that none

are {0 frequently undone; as thofe who launch out
beyond their abilities, and are called bold traders;
‘and no traders are apt to be o bold s thofe who
_trade with money not their own.

Bur all theéfe hazards and mifchiefs, and loads
upon merchants, will ceafe, and the whole ifland of
Great-Britain will in confequence become 2 free
port, and a general ftore-houfe for thefe two com-
modities, if this propofal fhould take place: and I

cannot at prefent {ee any one fingle inconvenience

that can poffibly attend the MikcHART in confe-
quence of it; on the other hand, T think I have
fhew'd the advantages that will accrue to bim, and
mn_confequence, to what T call the trade of the

nation.
Thas
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Tus vetajler 1 hope will forgive me, if, in what
Ihave faid above, 1 have not confider'd his cafe
under the denomination of merchant. Money that
pafles from hand to hand among our {elves, in the
purchafe and fale of what is confumed among our
felves, whether it be of foreign or of domeftick
growth, neither emriches nor impoverifbes the nation.
That can only be dome by the merchant, who
rifques his fubftance, and perhaps his perfon, into
foreign countries, for thofe laudable ends T mention’d,
when I ventured to define bewneficial commierce ; and
who for that reafon deferves, and juftly demands, the
highefk encouragement, as far as is confiftent with ju-
ftice, and the reciprocal advantages of the remain-
ing parts of the fociety. But as this is due to the
merchant, {o all juft prote&tion and encouragement
is likewife due to the retailer, Societies of men
cannot fubfift without mutual affiftance and {upport,
and man himfelf could not fubfift without {ociety.
"The wetailer therefore, and the falfor for others,
ought to be confider'd not only as meceffary, but ufe-
ful members of the commonwealth, as well as the
induftvions manufaéfurer, and the laborious plow-
man; and as fuch are intituled to the full enjoyment
of Jiberty and property. 1 fhall therefore confider
his cafe in {peaking o the {econd objection I men-
tioned, That the propofed a/teration will be injuri-
ous to Huglifh Jiberty.

The nftancesin which it is {aid to be injurions
are, the being fubjeff o be [urvey'd by an Excife-
anan, andthe method of tryal, by the commiffioners
of Excife in town, or by two juftices of ithe peace
in the country, inftead of being try'd in the court
of Exeheguer, and by o jury. |

I Hav
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I nave faid before, that Taxes are neceflary for
the fupport, and Laws for the regulation, of all
governments: In confequence of which, officers
are neccflary to gather Tases, and to prevent the
evafion of Laws for that purpofe : For thefe ends
Cuffom-houfe officers are appointed for colle&inﬁ
Duties on importation, officers of Excife for col-
le&ting inland Duties : But the power of the latter
extends not farther, noris more abfolute, within the
different diftri@s to which they are confined, than
the power of the former. "The Caffom-hoafe officer
has power t6 examine, to fearch, to fummage every
locker, hole, and corner of the thip to which he is
appointed ; not a bundle or packet muft be carried
from thence, but he has a power tofearch and to in-
fpe&. By the laws of Excife, whoever deals in
Excifeable commodities, muft enter himfelf. asa
dealer in fuch commodity ; and muft fet a part fome
certain place, asa ware-houfe, cellar, or fhop, where
all that fpecies of commodity is to be kept. Ovet
this place, {o fet apart, the Excife officer has the
fame power to wifi, fearci and examine, as the
Cuftom-boufe officer has over the Thip to which he
1s appointed : The retailer of Excifeable goods is
liable to great penalties on falfe accounts; the
merchant is liable to as great pnealties on falfe en-
fries. 'The Joipis the warehoufe of the merchant;
the fhop or cellar, of the retailer, and Tobacco
fador.  Oh'! butthe myfleries and fecrets of trade
will be difcovered by thefe daily obfervers. For
God’s fake what mighty myfferies are there to be dif-
covered in the trades of Wine and Tobacco; 1 mean,
among thofe who are boneff traders in thofe two
commodities, of which I ‘flatter my felf there are
, many
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many. +‘THe quantities they buy and fell, at a reafon-
able profit, perhaps of ten per Cent. can never be
prejudicial to ‘be known. It will be for the boneft
man’s advantages; ivwill be for-his credit.  Isie
not the cafe of thewnerchants? Are not the quany
tities of his irzparts and exports known ? Isnot ke
bim[étﬁoblige “to make them appear? Does this
hurt the honeft merchant? What prejudice does
arife to the prefent dealers in Excifeable goods 2 Are
the malfters, the publick brewers, and tlbw diftillers
an undone, a diffrefs'd fet of People 2 or do they
gain vaft eftates in a few years, fo as to bevequal, if
not fuperior, to any other retailers, I mignt {ay, to
mof¥ Janded Gentlemen in the kingdom ¢ And yet
all of them are {ubjed to the fame  infpettion and
vifftation. | e

Bur alas! thefe are not the fecrets and my/Feiies,
the difcovery of which are made to appear o dread-
ful. Tcisthe difcovery of their myfteries of ini-
guity, which they dread, who are: gasners by it;
and which every comfumer, and every fair trader
(for fuch there are) ought, and will rejoice to fee
difcoverd. In the Tobacco trade, the different
‘we:igbts at entry andwexportation ; the preffing 1t
clofe to make 1t/ dry:and Jight on importaton ;
the watering and wetting it, even to the inceate of
one fourth part of the weight on.exportation ; the
exrobitant price of commiffion impoled on the poor

planter the owner, by the faftor, from 25 to 60

and 70 perCent: on the nett produce ; the knaveries:
of coopers and wintwers in the Wine trade, by
which they fell sz times the quantity of the Wihes
they purchafe from the koneft merchant, by their

unreafonable mistures-of cheap, and perhaps poi-
D foncus,
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{fonous, materials, their felling that ftuff for 18 of
20/. a hogthead, which, if a cooper or vintner
happens to die, is never apprais’d, for the payment
of his debts, ar morethan 5.or 6 poundsa hogfh=ad,
by thofe skilled in the #rade, and acquainted with
the value of the meterials of which the adulterous
compofitions are made. Thefe are the difzoveries
they dread; thefe are fome of thofe myfferies of
1ntquity which muft not be difcovered, and which
they, who deal in them, with modeft affurance, call
Trade; buc which I own I my felf, and which I
know every Tobacco planter, every honeft merchant,
and every cheated confumer, who pays the full
Duty for every glafs of what they call Wine,
and for every pipe of Tobacco, muft and ought to
wifh to fee expofed, redrefs’d and punif’d.  And
this is One Great avowed end of the intended pro-
pofal. Thefe are truths, let the angry mananiwer
them if he can.

Bur then the Excife officer may difturb the
im'ct_of Jamilies, may f{earch every room in the
houfe, ‘may come into any private boufe to {earch
for Excifeable goods.  They who fay {o, if they
mean by virtue of bis office, hnow it to be falfe.
You, Gentlemen, by experience know it to be faife,
Ask the malfter, the brewer, the diftiller, whether
itbe true. It is endlefs to anfwer ail the inventions
that are publithed on this fubje®. O! but o in-
{:orﬁmtim he may come into any man’s houfe to

“earch for Excifeable goods. So he may; but then
he muft have a.warrant from a magiftrate, the af-
Siffance of a peace officer, and the vath of a third
perfon, as an authority for the warrant, In fucha
¢4f¢ a conftable may fearch for ftolen goods} IZ
2, uc
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fiueh a cafe a Cuffom-houfe officer may fearch for Cuf-
tomable goods as ‘the law now ftands, for Wine,
Tobacco, Silks, Calicoes, or any other commodity,
~which is either prohibited, or pays a Duty. Where.
then is the differance with re ard to our Jiberties,
between the officers of Excife and Cuffoms ?

As to the different methods of tryal, 1 will {ay but
afew words; that the greateft privileﬁge of an Eng-
lifpman, is a fair and mmpartial tryal, and in moft
cales by ajury, is an undoubtad #ruzh, and which, L
hope, 1 fhall ever fupport, while I have a 'feat in
Parliament, or any [bare of property in my country.
Bur that it has been thought reafonable by the legi-
flature, time out of mind, in many inffances of
taxes, and other levies, for the eafe and benefit of
the parties themfelves, to vary from the ordinary
method, and to dire& difputes to be determined in
- a lefs expenfive, a more [ummary way, 1s an unde-
niable truth ; and the advantage of it is as undeniable.

I ®Ave no books by me, {o fhall mention only
~ thofe few inftances I can recolle&. ~'The proporti-

ons of the Land-Tag, and Window-Tax, by which
one eftate is loaded in favour of another ; difputes about
parifh rates to church and poor ; the repair of the high-
waysand bridges ; the payment of {ervants and manu-
faGurers wages; difputes between the clergy-and their
~ parifhioners about {mall tythes ; and a hundred other
- inftances, with which every juftice of peace is ac-

uainted ; are directed by law to be adjudged andy

etermined, either by particular commiffioners. for
that purpofe, or by neighbouring juftices of peace,
either in their private capacity, or at the quarter
feflion, and without a jury. And in whofe favour.

are thefe particular inftances, and the others not

named,
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named, dire&eéd to be thus determined? In one.c
thefe cafes there is an option of a different method
of proceeding ; let us fee the confequence of that,
and then judge. In the cafe of fmall tythes the
vicar may, it he pleafes, fue in the Exchequer:;
and T remember, fince I fat in parliament, I heard
on a certain occafion a complaint from the bar, that
in a very few yeats there had been nolefs.than 1200
fuits commenced in the Exchequer on this he.aj): |
And how did they end ? The panfhioners were all  *
glad to {ubmit, rather than bear the expenceof fuch
a tryal. Which method then, think you, was moft
favourable to the people ? That, where the expence
‘was fo great, that they yielded ‘without redrefs; or
"That where they might have had redrefs, without
any expence 2 I will but juft mention the power of;
mitigation of fines by the commiffioncrs and juflicesy
in cafes of offences aganft the Laws of Excife;
and which power is_conftantly and carefully exer-
cifed by them, in proportion to the abilities of the
offender, and notito the greatnefs of the gffences
But in tryals by a jury, the full legal penalty muft
always be inflitted. _ Oor e tin
A orxaT deal might be faid on this head ; butas,
it will more properly be a confideration in the fram-
ing of the bill, if any fhall be ordered to be brought -
in, for making the propofed alteration in the man-
ner of colleing thefe revenues; I fhall add no
gore at prefent on this {ubjeét. it |
" As to the dangers infinuated from the encreafe of
the number of oficers, 1 have enquired jnto that
matter, and am credibly inform’'d, that there are fo
few additional places to be furvey'd, which are not
already wader {urvey for fome Excifeable coinmodity,
: that

-
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~ that the number will not be confiderable enough to
. create even a murmur. The additional officers on
Coffee, Tea, and Chocolate, were #0 miore than
eighty, cxceptinglqlerks and perfons employ’d {olely
in writing ; and I am told the prefent propofed. én-
ereafe will not be 150 in all England, befides foure
Wareboufe-keepers in this Town of London, whofe
{ole bufinefs will be to keep a key jointly with the
werchant, and the zumber of them muft depend on
what namber of ware-boufes the merchants thall
defire.. I think I need {ay no more on this head,
notwithftanding the unreafonable noife that hasbeen
made about & new fanding ariny of officers; for 1
" can never believe, that this trifling and neceflary

]

addition will have, the Jeaft weight n the {cale, a-

i i;jﬁﬁ'the gain or Jofs to the publisk.of. four or frve
undred thoufand pounds per aunuin.
1 raixnk I have gone through the waterial objec-
tions to_the intended prtzof 5 <but-I tTannot help
mentioning o#e more, Judicrous as it {feems to be, -~
fince I have heard it mention'd very ferioufly R
perfons who zealoufly oppofe this alteration.  And it
is this, ‘That if this goes on, the neceflary annital
[ipplies may be rai_feg by.the parliament with great
¢afe, and without any burthen being felt by the
people.  If this be true, as in my conicience 1 be-
lieve it is, all their ozber objections, as to the bur-
denfomencfs and grievoufnefs of this alteration, fall
to the ground at once ; and if zhey will be {o kind

" to maintain this propofition, we can have no debate;’

~ but whether #his Jaft be an objetion? And upon

* that fubje& I have but this to fay, Tt will be ume

- enough for thofe gentlemen who maintain that

5 maxi, That Taxes ought to be as gricvous as {Potl

ible,

&
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fible, when they thall have more power and more -
fluence, to endeavour to put their maxim. in exe-
cution ; let them have all the merit, and all the ad-
vantages of the experiment: For my {elf, 1 {hall
think 1t my duty, as long as T have a feat in parviia-
titent, to make all neceflary impofitions, as light and
eafy to my fellow [ubjelts as poflible, e _
- I pousr, Gentlemen, I have been too tedious in
my endeavouring to fet the prefent difpute in a clear
and a true light. Had the oppofers done fo, I am
confident I fhould never have recéiyed your Letter,
But That was not tbeir bufinefs, nor could have
ferved their purpofes. And nothing is to me fo
ftrong a prouf of the greatnefs and extent of thefe
fmﬂfi,' as the violence and extent of the oppofition :
‘Which, though fomented and carried on by particular
people, yet, by virtue of {fome popular words, have

awn many into the confufion, while [ome cry one
onc thing, and fome another, and the more part know
not Wherefore they' thus cry out. But Demetrins
the Sil\fer-fﬁzith, with a/] bis Craftfmen, could ne-
ver have raifed an #proar among the Ephefians, by
complaining of the danger of ‘théir private gains,
"The religion of his country he made the engine to.
fecure his own profits. Liberty is the Diana of the
Englifb nation, and is with great reafon idolized, as
peculiar to our felves.  Thus is therefore the word
which thofe who fear the propofed alteration have
made ufé of, to blind the eyes of people, and to turn
‘them off from examining into their [fradds and im-
pofitions.  All therefore we have'to with is, that
(tho’ L think they HKave not dns mick barm)
they may be rewarded according to their works. If
their prefent labours; if their labours for Jeven years

paft,
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- paff, have been really be%_un and carried on, tho’

with unjuftifiable bitternels, merely from a motive
of difinterefted wirtue, and ardent zeal for their

country, they will be rewarded with the favour and
affettion of all good men: But if they have proceed-

ed from a defire of gain or power, or the ¢ffeld of
any other pa/ffion, they muft and will be rewarded

with contempt and difappointment, {ufhicient punifh-

ments to an avaricious or ambitious mind.

I wirr ask you, Gentlemen, ome queftion and I
have done, Are you yourfelves defirous, you whodo
now pay the ful] Duties on Wine and Tobacco, that
the Duties yox pay fhould be given to the fraudu-
Jent dealer,in Tobacco, and to the brewer of Wine 2
or would yox have them be paid to the publick, for
the benefit of the publick ? 1f on the an{wer to this
four or five bundred thoufand pounds per annum de-
pends, of how much smportance is it, to have it fe-
rioufly anfwer'd ? |

ThHis is the real and the fole difpute; and from
the various arts that have been ufed to conceal and
to difguife it, you, Gentlemen, may judge how much
you have been endeavour’d to be impofed on, and

- how fatal {uch impofitions may one day prove to
the very being of pariiaments. Whatever deftroys
or obftru&s the /liberty of /peaking and woting n
parliament, obftru&s the freedom of parliaments;
and I can forefee #s dangerous confequences attend-
* ing from artful, interefted, and ambitious men, i+
" pojing on people at a diftance, to influence theirmem-
~ bers, on {ubjects which may be debated, by fa/fe in-
- Jfinuations and mifreprefentations, as from any ot ber
. influence whatloever. - But he is the only boneft man,
i who refifts @/l influences to the prejudice of his

! coun- '
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country: As fach 1 fhall endeavour to behave. by
felf on this, and every other occafion; and let the
rood ot bad effle& To THE PEOPLE OF GREAT-
%RIT a1n in general from this alteration of the me-
thod of colleéting thefe Revenues, as it now appears -
to me, be the rule with you to determine whether I
fhall or fhall not deferve your futurefavour to, -«

GE'NTLE-ME'ﬁ, - .
Your noft faitkful bumble Servans. -

London, Feb.
.[9, 1732"3.

P. 8. Since I writ the above Letter I have {een
the Craftfman of laft Saturday, wherein is a Jetter
to the Land-holders of Grear-Britain. In which
the writer, in the firft place, thews his ignorance, in
mmagining that the Duties on Wine and Tobacco are
propofed to be laid on tor a term of years; whereas
they are already laid in perpetuity ; and all cthat isg)ro-
poled is an afteration in the manner of collettion.
In the next place he feems to allow, that the encreafe
may amount to threc or four bundredthoufandpounds
per annum. Al I conclude from thence 1s; that if
Mr. I Anvers allows the advantage to the publick
to be /0 muck, 1 may fafely conclude that my compu-
sation of four or five bundred thoufand is notetro-
neous: And #f that be true, let the Land-boldersof
GrEAT-BRrITAIN confider, whether fuch an eafe be
of confequence to theun. |
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