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L a n d h o l d e r s ,  & c.

G e n t l e m e n ,

W
H I L S T  M e n  o f  m uch low er N a m e  

and C on d ition  than you S h o p ­
keepers, A rtificers, and Inholders, 
h ave been claim ing publick N o t ic e  
and A u d ien ce, and advifing their 

R eprefentatives h o w  to  behave them felves m  Par- 
L i e n t ,  f c f t i n g  .h em  e x p r e fly  to o p p o le  
d ie s  in  any S hape  w b a tfo e ver  ; I  ^ ° ^ d not f
been  furprized to have f e n  you
Liberty w ith  your R ep refen tan vcs, to  have ieen

A N
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T O  T H E



you, inftm&ing and even praying them, to re­
member your and their own long and heavy Bur­
dens, and advifing them readily to comply, I do not 
fay with any Scheme for your Eafe (for that would 
have been as ridiculous as immodeft) but with all 
reafonable and equal Methods to aboliih the Land-

. ^  ^ lch iu about forty Years has drained you of *
Sixty Millions.

N ow  if this great Blelling can be obtained for 
you, even without your Application for it, w ith­
out any new Tax upon you or your Fellow Sub­
jects, nay without adding to any old Tax, and.
without any other Alteration than that o f collefting 
an antient Duty by a different and more fuccefsful 
Method ; are you obliged to thefe your Neighbours, 
your Fellow-Subjefts, thefe your Tenants and D e­
pendents, for thus labouring to defeat by Clamour 
and Bitternefs this invaluable Advantage, this mighty 
Deliverance o f  you and your Pofterity from a Load 
which you have fo long and fo forely felt, and 
which has been generally underilood as an In­
cumbrance entailed upon you through all A°es to 
com e? &

T o  one who has not w7ell coniidered the Power 
of Prejudice, oí Selfifhneis, and of popular Frenzy, 
raifed and heightened by rhe Arts and Inveifcives of 
angry and interefted M en, it would appear as ama­
zing as it is melancholy and ihocking, that what all 
M en ought to applaud and promote, any Man 
ihould decry and oppofe; that publick Benefits and 
the Rebel of a Nation ihould be unpopular, and 
that Millions ihould continue burthened anddiítreí- 
ied, rather than Particulars be obliged to comply 
with Law and Confcience. For, by Law and

Con-
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C onfcience, Tea, Coffee, and Chocolate, ought to 
have paid as much to the Revenue, when under 
the Cuftoms, as they have done fince under the 
Excife; yet they paid not then above one H alf o f  
what they pay now .

So that what Confcience and O aths and former 
Laws could not effc-£t, another Law, and a diffe­
rent Regulation have accompliihed. T his new 
Regulation was therefore a Cure for the Arts and 
Frauds ufed in thefe Commodities, and, w hen ap­
plied to Tobacco and W ine, will in all Probabili­
ty produce the fame good Effeft, and a double R e­
venue. So that the Nation will be profited and 
eafed without aggrieving Particulars, unlefs the 
Cure o f Frauds and o f  Corruption and Perjury be a 
Grievance. Yet this is fuch a Grievance to fome, 
that, to prevent it, they have, by Arts and M ifre- 
prefentations, and Outcries o f  Oppreifion, influ­
enced and inflamed not only many who were them- 
felves innocent, but the M ultitude in general, and 
poflWTed them with Arrange Fears o f General E x -  
cifes and Slavery ; as if  the reftraining o f  a few 
Knaves were M atter o f Oppreffion to all M en, 
when by it all M en were to be benefited and reliev­
ed; as it it were Slavery to be under a Prohibition 
to cheat ; and a lurer M ethod o f  collecting the fame 
Duty upon two fmgle Commodities were a General 
Excife.

T o  fruftrate the Cure o f thefe Frauds, the R e­
lief o f  all the Gentlemen and Land-owners in 
Great Britain  is to be poftponed and prevented ; or, 
in the beft Light, you and yours m uft be condem­
ned to groan under a ax upon your Eftates tor ever, 
all for this important Confideration, that an Exciie-

man
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man may not enter the Shop of a Tobacconift, or 
the Celler of a Vintner. For this petty, this une­
qual Immunity to their Goods and Warehoufes, 
your Lands muft always continue affefled and ex- 
haufted. For the whole Tenour of their Outcries, 
o f their Combinations and Applications, infers a 
Neceffity of holding you under a certain and fted- 
dy T ax , that they may pay theirs, or no.t pay it, as
they pleafe. _

T he Entrance of an Excifeman into Shops and 
Warehoufes, when open of Çourfe to their Cufto- 
mers, can be no Injury, hardly an Inconvenience, 
to the Owners, where no Fraud is committed or 
intended. But fuppofe it an Inconvenience, fup- 
pofe it fome Difadvantage ; is there any Advantage 
in Society, any in human Life, without fome Allay, 
fome Uneafmefs, iome Difficulty, Pain, or Fear?

You, Gentlemen, have fenfibly found what a 
heavy Misfortune has attended your greateft Good, 
and even arifen from it, as you have been obliged^ 
to pay great Sums for near half a Century out ol 
your Fortunes, for the Sake of being prote£fced in 
your FortuneSi Whatever Debts you owed, what­
e v e r  numerous Families you had to rear, whatever 
Table your Figure, Name and Situation in the 
Country obliged you to keep, whatever Port to fuf- 
tain; though you had many fine, young Ladies to 
portion, many young Gentlemen to educate and 
fettle; ftill a yearly Dedu&ion was made out of 
your Rents, however fcanty of themfelves, howe­
ver ill paid, and already burdened with daily Re­
pairs and weekly Poor-Rates ; belides that, together 
with all thefe Loads, you had all other Taxes to 
pay, for the Shoes that you wore, for the Candles



that you burned, for the Soap that waihecj1 you, for 
the D rink  that refreihed you ; and a tenth Part o f  
your annual Produce Was all the w h ile  appropriated 
to the C hurch. But, as it was a Contribution tor 
publick Protection, it was not to  be avoided : N o t  
do I remember that you  have ever m your In ftru a i- 
ons to your R eprefentatives, defired them  to take it 
o ff;  fo  little T h o u g h t had you  o f  being relieved,
at leall utterly relieved from it.

T h e  Offer o f  Relief is therefore the more ge­
nerous, the more pleating and furprizing; yet thfl 
generous Offer, this fudden and unexpeded Keliet, 
is, you fee, oppofed with all V.olence, mtftepte- 
fented w ith all Falihood, and reviled w ith all Bit- 
ternefs and Malice ; with fuch R a g e , w ith luch 
Tum ult, as if, far from removing old Taxes, new 
Taxes were going to be laid on and accumulated 
in the feveteft and m oil various M anner ; nay, as 
i f  our Government and Liberties were going to be 
deftroyed, Tyranny and arbitrary Imports let up,
and univerfal Bondage to enfue. ,

I  am aihamed, for the Honour of M ankind, and 
o f  my Country, to mention, or rather to repeat the 
miferable and ridiculous Caule o f  all this lolemn 
Fear, this popular T um ult and Alarm. It is no o- 
ther, nor greater, than that it is apprehended that an 
Excife Officer, armed with a gauging W and, ihall 
examine the Hogiheads o f Vintners, and the Casks 
o f  Tobacconifts, though healready pay daily V iiin 
to their Neighbours the Grocers, Druggifts, Chand ­
lers, Soap-boilers, Malfters, Brewers and Tanners, 
without bringing them any T error or Difturbance ; 
fo far is he from oppreffing or enilaving them.

D oes it do Credit to the Candour of fuch as be­
gan this Affright, or to the Underftanding of thole
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w ho arc feized with it, to turn this Sort of poor O f­
ficer, one fo familiar to our Eyes, fo long tried and 
harmleily employed, into fuch a Bugbear, as if  
each o f them were a Baihaw armed with Lesions 
and lawlefs Power ? There can hardly be a greater In- 
ftance that there is nothing lo falfe, io extravagant 
and incredible, nor even impoffible, but fome M en 
will be found to affert it, others to believe it.

M a n y  Kinds of Trades are now under the In- 
fpeftion of this Officer : H e vifits Brewers, Chand­
lers, Soap-makers, Malfters, Tahners, S c .  all as de­
ferring Subjects, as Dealers in Tobacco and W ine, 
and of much more Importance to the Publick ; and* 
why they who are no better than the reft, and not 
fo ufeful, ihould claim greater Exemption, efpeci- 
ally iuch an Exemption as affeflrs the Publick io near­
ly, and you, Gentlemen, fo eflentially, no equal or 
tolerable Reafon can be affigned. W ould you lofe 
one of the greateft Advantages that ever were offer­
ed to you, becaufe your Neighbour, with whom 
you lay out your M oney for W ine and Tobacco, 
and cortfequently maintain him, cares not that an 
Officer ihould crofs his Threihold, though that 
Officer cannot hurt him, if  he injure not the Pub­
lick, and defeat not the Laws? Nay, that Officer is 
a certain Security, and even a Benefactor to every 
fair Dealer, by watçhing and preventing the foul 
Dealer, who, by cheating the Publick, can under-r 
iell, and confequently undo his fair Neighbour.

N o w  where the honeft Trader, by paying the 
full Duty without railing the Price, is ruined, and 
the unjuit Trader, by paying no Duty, or very lit­
tle Duty, and yet not finking the Price, or finking 
?t but a little, thrives, is it not juft to encourage the

former
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former and check the latter? T his is therefore a 
Projeft for the Advancement of publick and pri­
vate Honeily, as well'as o f your Eafe and Profpe- 
rity.

N or  can there be fo equitable a M ethod confri- 
ved o f railing a Duty upon thefe two Commodities, 
T h e  Merchant who imports them pays no Duty, 
and cannot be aggrieved or h u rt; T h e  Retailer 
who buys them or the Merchant, and pays the D it­
ty, and by railing the Price makes the Confumer 
repay him, cannot be hurt ; for neither does he pay 
any T hing  out o f his own Pocket. It is you, 
Gentlemen, and the reft o f  the Confumers, who 
pay all. Even fuch as pay no Duty, charge you, 
as if  they did.

H ow  therefore does this Change in the M ethod 
o f collefting the Duty, injure any honeft M an ? I  
am fure it atïe&s you in i  very defirable, in a very 
glorious Manner, It is a Scheme for adding to the 
Eitate o f evéry Man who has one. It is giving 
every fuch Man another Eftate, a tenth, or á twen­
tieth more than he had before. It is giving to fome 
of you Hundreds a Year, to m oil o f  you Pounds, 
and to every one in Proportion to what he already 
poffeiTes, or has already fuffered.

W hat a glorious Relief and Donation would 
this have been thought at a T im e when no fuch 
Relief was expefted ? And that T im e has been al- 
moft ever fince the very Beginning o f the Land 
Tax ; nor has any T h ing  been more commonly be­
lieved, than that this T ax  was to laft for ever.

I t has been always confidently charged upon the 
Revolution by its Enemies, as a Curfeand Calamity 
fentailed upon it, that it had introduced a heavy

B Bur-
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Burden upon Land, from which the Gentlemen 
and Freeholders of England were never more to be 
releafed. Are they not then your Friends, your 
JBenefa&ors, your good Angels, that prefent you 
with this noble, this neceflary, this ur>hoped-for 
Relief, this Addition to your Fortunes, without 
laying a iingle Farthing upon the reft o f your Fel­
low Subjefts ? It is therefore extremely unkind, not 
to fay barbarous, in them, thus to combine, thus to 
clamour and rage againft a Scheme calculated to 
make you happy without hurting them, nay tend­
ing evidently to their Advantage in general : But 
t;heir Paillons, raifed by Art or Folly, blind them : 
D o not let their Paffions blind you too : T hough 
the Senfe o f Feeling alone, even without Eyes, 
would feem fufficient to convince you o f the Be­
nefit intended for you.

H ow  therefore can you reliih the Arts and Noife 
employ’d to defeat that great Benefit? How can 
fuch as employ them exped: any other Return from 
you than that o f Refentment or Contempt? W hat 
vrould it be to you, that only a new Law were in­
tended to mend the Defefts of an old one, that 
the Duty upon Tobacco and W ine were to be paid 
to an Officer of Excile inftead of an Officer ot the 
Cuftoms, even though this Change were of no im­
mediate Advantage to you ? But when by fuch an 
eafy, fuch a fmall Change, Benefits fo notable ac­
crue to you, can you forbear wondering at the Im- 
modefty of thofe who hope to clofe your Eyes, to 
deprive you of your other Senfes, and to make you 
combine with them againft yourfelves? They have 
fent, or, perhaps more properly, procured to be fent, 
Directions to their Reprefentatives, to oppofe this

harm-



harmlefs, this beneficent Scheme, that Is, to oppo/e 
your Relief. Is this neighborly , or juft or ho- 
n e il* O r is it not' the greateft Infnlt and Injury 
that can be offered to you? And do they who fir ft 
awakened, and then promoted this Spirit of Oppo- 
fition and Tumult, deferve your Thanks- now, or 
your Votes hereafter ? And does it not deferve y oar 
N otice at prefent, and your Remembrance hereaf* 
ter that they have laboured w ith all their M ight to 
miilead you from your own Intereft and Prelerva- 
tion, to enrage you againft your real Bencraftors, 
and ftirred up your very Tenants and Neighbours
ro confpire againft you ? .

You might fight them with their own Weapons, 
and fend Directions to your Reprefentatives in your 
T urn , and there fet forth your Motives and P a ­
tentions in very moving Strains. But I  thank God, 
•tis needlefs ; your Reprefentatives will do you and
themfelves Juftice. / .

T hese  angry People feem to com bat againlt
Shadows and Phantoms, as well as againft your 
Good ; they frighten themfelves, or others frighten 
them, with the W ord Excife, w ith E x  cife-Officers 
and the Laws o f Excife. T hey  fay nothing o f  the 
Ctijloms, which have their Officers and L aw s, and 
Terrors too ; and, as an Exciie-Officer can go 
wherever there are exctfedble Commodities \ io  can a 
Cuftomhoufe Officer go wherever there are cufio- 
Tnablc Commodities. U pon any Information o f Run  
Goods, the CuJiomhoufe Officer, affiited by proper 
Authority, may enter private Houfes and make 
Search; and without fuch Information and luch 
Authority, an Excife Officer cannot enter nor fearch 
there.
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I  v e ry  much doubt whether they who make thç 
greateft Noife about changing Commodities from 
Ctijiom to Excife, underiland the Difference, or 
have a clear Notion of either. Cujioms are Duties 
paid by the Merchant upon Importation : Excifes 
are Duties payable by the Retailer upon Confump- 
tioiL N ow  as the Cujioms are liable to many 
Frauds, which can be prevented under an Excife ; 
tis judged proper for your Sakes, Gentlemen, and 

tor other publick Coniiderations, in which you are 
likewife concerned, to remove two Commodities, 
both foreign ones, and both employed in Luxury, 
from rhe Cujioms to the Excife.

W hat Advantage or rather Profit will from this 
Change, which hurts no honeft Man, redound to 
you, I have already explained. It will befideshave 
an immediate Tendency to leffen and difcharge the 
publick Debts, £o fupply the current Service of each 
Year, to make up the Deficiencies of other Funds, 
smd to the abolishing in Time all other grievous

X£S- j  ^°‘ w^ at additional Sums this new 
Method brings in, are not intended to enrich Courts 
nor Courtiers, or to be applied at Random, or 
Iquandered profufely ; but to be faithfully applied by 
your own Reprefentatives to your Ufe and that of' 
the Publick; nor can it fail, by increafing the N a­
tional Revenue, to difcharge the National Debts; 
and Taxes, and Tax-gatherers. Thus as we are o f­
ten forced to have recourfe to W ar in order to pro­
cure Peace, the Addition of a few Officers now, 
will ferve to leflen and difmifs a great Number of 
Officers hereafter.

be a noble Improvement of the pub­
lick Revenue, worthy o f  the Thoughts and Pur-

fuit
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fuit o f Minifters and Legiilators, of inftant Con­
cern and Benefit to you, and merits the good W i­
llies and Aid o f all Men. This prefent Alteration 
neither falls upon your Land, nor the Procîuce o f 
your Land, nor upon our Manufactures, nor upon 
any native Commodities, nor lays any new Duty 
even upon thofe two foreign Commodities, W ine 
and Tobacco, but only provides that fuch as ftole 
the old Duty ihall ileal no more.

C l a m o u r  and Oppofition upon the laying o f any 
new T ax  are ufual, though fuch T ax be ever io 
reafonable or necelTary, and even intended to lefl'en 
or aboliih fuch as are not fo. But here no new 
T ax  is dreamt o f ; yet what Clamour, only upon 
altering the M ethod of colle&ing an old Tax, and 
eftabliihing a better M etjiod o f colle&ing it ; tho’ 
nothing has been more common than to yary the 
Laws of the Revenues from Year to Year wherever 
they were found faulty or defective ? I  do not re­
member that the Impofition of a new Tax, how ­
ever heavy and diilreifing, ever begot fuch O u t­
cries. W hen Leather, Soap, and Candles, (Com ­
modities fo neceflary ro Life, and o f our own Pro­
duce) were excifed in the latter End of the Queen’s 
Reien, no fuch Clamour enfued. T h e  Excife at 
prelent Intended, only extends to two foreign Com­
modities, two Commodities o f Luxury. Yet what 
Clamour now, what Tum ult, what Combinations ! 
W as any fuch Alarm raifed when T ea, Coffee and 
Chocolate were fubjeded to an Excife a few Years 
ago ? N o, many w ho oppofe this Excife, were for 
that Excife.

As to any Intention o f a General Excife, w ith 
which fome have endeavoured to frighten you, ’fis

fuch
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fuch a monftrous Impoffibihty, and consequently 
fuch a monftious Falihood, that I  iliall not do it 
the Credit, nor offer you the Affront, to confute it ; 
but leave it to thofe who broached it, and them to 
reconcile it to common Veracity and Honour, if 
they can, or to refled upon their own great Sagaci­
ty, if ever they believed it.

T hf. Increafe of Excife Officers is, I  think, the 
principal Objection to the prefent Scheme. W hat 
a terrible Difappointment it would be to fome of the 
Obje&ors, if it could be executed without any fuch 
Increafe o f Officers? (For all who make the Ob- 
je&ion are not, I  doubt, entirely governed in this 
Affair by pure Reafon and Virtue.) But I believe 
there muft be fome fuch Increafe, which mull be 
owned an Inconvenience. But, alas, what is the 
Courfe of human Life, what the Bufinefs of all the 
W ifdom amongft M en, but from numberlefs Evils 
to pick out that which is leaft, and among Things 
that are not bad, that which is neareft to Good?

In  Times of W ar, I ihould be glad that we could 
defend our felves without Soldiers, or find Soldiers 
who took no Pay. But as we muft employ and 
pay Soldiers for our Safety, fo muft we Officers for 
that of the Revenue. I  hope the Number to be 
added will be but fmall, and then there will be 
fcarce any Caufe of Complaint : I fay, fcarce any, 
fince the Receivers General of the feveral Counties 
will be difcharged ; M en who from their fuperior 
Allowances, W eight and Influence, (efpecially by 
Means of the publick Money, and their Power to 
fpare and affiit their Neighbours) are of much more 
Confequence in the Country, and at Ele&ions, than 
fo many, or three Times as many poor Excife Men,

whofe
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whofe Behaviour is known to be fo feverely watch­
ed and reftrained by Law, and the Infpedion of 
their Superiors. Let it be remembred too, that 
thefe Receivers General are all Officers appointed
by the Crown.

As to the Laws o f  Excife, w hich are another 
Source of Terror, a good deal is to be faid m  M iti­
gation o f fuch Terror. T h e  King's Part ot the 
Duty arifing from W ine and Tobacco, will ilill 
continue under the Cuftoms ; fo that the Revenue 
o f the Crown will be no wile increafed by this Pro­
ject, and all that Increafe goes into the National 
Purfe. T hus the Subjeft, in any Diiputes with the 
Crown, has ft ill the Privilege ot a Trial by Juries. 
So far therefore as thefe Duties come under the Ex­
cife, there can be no Difpute but between a particu­
lar Subjeft and the Society in general ; and then rhe 
Commiflioners, though appointed by the Crown, 
can have no Biafs to Partiality, nor any private 
Ends ; for in every luch Difpute it is the Intereft ot 
the Publick, as well as o f every private M an, to 
have Suits luddenJy decided by Judges w ho are ab- 
folutely impartial.

In  the Ordinary Courts, Delays are infinite, Ex- 
pences infinite, and Suits endlefs. Bcfldes the 
Commiffioners are Judges in Contcience, and by noc 
being confined to the Forms and Letter ot the Law, 
have a Latitude for exerciiing M ercy and Mitiga- 
rion : And this their Jurifdiftion is confined within 
the City o f London and the Bills ot Mortality. 
O ver all the reft o f  England the Jultices ot the 
Peace exercife the fame, and judge and determine 
lummarily, as well as the Commiilioners ot Excite 
in London. T hcfe Julticcs can alto inflict perfonal

Punifli-



fcilniíhment, W hip, and Imprifon ; thus they puniih 
Vagrants and Pickpockets ; and fuch Power is found 
tlfeful and neceflary. Is it not equally fo in Mat­
ters of the Publick Revenue, by which the Publick 
it felf is fecured and maintained?

N or is fuch fummary Judgmerit confined to  
thefe Inftances only (fo far is it from being Angular, 
in the CommiiTioners of Excife.) T h e  Court o f 
Chancery hath it in a very fovereign Degree, and 
all the Property in England litigated there, lies in 
the Breaft and Option of a Judge, who is an Offi­
cer appointed by the Crown, as well as the Com- 
miflionersof Excife, and removeable at Pleafure, as 
they are. T he Court of Delegates likewife exer- 
cife the fame Power, and thefe Delegates alfo are 
appointed, made, and unmade by*the King.

E ven the ordinary Courts of Juftice do in many 
Cafes aft and determine difcretionally and without 
Juries, even in Matters of Perfon and Property, and 
daily fine and commit. But if after all, People will 
be rtill left at Liberty,, under this new Regulation 
to have Recourfe to Juries and the Exchequer, I  
fancy ’tis a Liberty they would feldom ufe or have 
Occafion to ufe. I have heard of fome, w7ho 
when W as offered them, did not accept it, even 
whilft they were making great Noife, frightening 
and enflaming their Fellow Subjefts upon this very 
Point.

G r ea t  Pains have been taken to render the 
W ord Excife odious to you, and the Thing it felf 
terrible, not by Reafoning or good Authority ; but 
by inflammatory Inveftives, and by unfair and af- 
fe&ing Descriptions : Yet this very Method of rai- 
fing Duties in general by an Excife, is not only.

prac-

(  16)



praftifed by the wifeft and freeft States, but has 
been ever recommended by the beft Judges and the 
wifeft M en, in Oppofition to that o f  Cuftoms* 
which they condemn. T his is the Opinion o f  the 
famous Monfieur de W it ; it is the Opinion o f Mr. 
M un, that eminent and approved W riter upon 
Trade; it is the Opinion of Sir Jofiah Child, that 
opulent Merchant, famous for his clear and rational 
Difcourfe of T rade ; and ’tis the Opinion o f rh,î 
great Sir Walter Raleigh, a M an for Judgment* 
Strength of Genius, various Knowledge and Expe­
rience, equal to any M an, fuperior to m oil Men.

T h e s e  great Names all  contend againft Cufloms„ 
or for the Lownefs o f Cujloms, and for the U le o f 
Excife. Sir JoJiah Child in deducing the Caufesot 
the prodigious Increafe and Profperity ot the D utch; 
affigns for one ot thefe Caufes, the Lownefr of thefr 
Cujloms and the Height o f their Excife, which la t* 
ter, adds he, is certainly the mofi equal and indif­

feren t Tax in the World, and leafl prejudicial to 
any People.

M r. M un fays, (fpeaking o f  publick Taxes) 
Neither are thefe heavy Contributions fo  hurtfu l to 
the Happinefs o f the People as they are commonly 
eftcetned\ fo r as the Food and Raim ent fo r  the Poor 
is made dear by Excife, fo  doth the Price o f  their 
Labour rife in Proportion, whereby the Burthen ( i f  
any be) is f i i l l  upon the R ich, who are either idle, 
or a t k a ji  work not in th is K tnd, ye t have theUfe} 
and are the great Con [timers o f the Peoples Labour.

You lee here the Defence of Excifc, o f very 
exteniive Excife, by two M en o f great Skill and 
Name in Trade, and in whatever affe£fced Trade : 
And will you be alarmed, will you fuffer any Alan,

C  or
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or any Numbers of M en to alarm you, at a Defigit 
of Excifmg two Commodities of foreign Growth, 
and only ufed in Luxury ?

S ir  Walter Raleigh fays, that the low Duties 
(that is Cuftoms) levied by the Dutch  upon M er­
chants, draws all Nations to trade with them ; and 
that whatever Excifes or Impofitions are laid ùpon 
the common People, Merchants and Trade, areftill 
eafed and upheld by all poffible Means. T his 
makes Trade flouriih ; Trade increafes their Reve­
nues, and creates Profit, Plenty and Employment 
o f  all forts by Sea and Land. H e fays that Genoa 
had once great Traffick, and was the Flower o f Com­
merce as appeareth by their Records, and their 
fm ptuous Buildings : For all Nations traded w ith  
them , and There was the Storehoufe of Italy and o- 
fher Places ; but after they had je t a great Cujtom 
i f  fifteen  per Cent, all Nations left trading w ith  
them  ; which made them give themfelves wholly to 
Ufury. The Duke o f Florence, he fays, on the 
contrary, builded Leghorn, and fe t  fm all Ctijlom 
upon Merchandize, and gave them great and plea- 
png  Privileges, which hath made a rich andJlrong 
City, w ith  a flourijhing State.

I  h o p e  thefe great Authorities, as great as any 
that can inftruft you upon thisSubjeft, will fatisfy 
you that, as Excife in general (obferve I  do not 
fay, nor mean a. General Excife) is not fuch aM on- 
fler as it has been reprefented to you, fo this particu­
lar Excife upon W ine and Tobacco will not appear 
fo monftrous and frightful, as continuing a Tax up­
on your Land to prevent it, would appear. I  in- 
tleed hope, that when once the whole Scheme is 
produced and explained, it will appear exceptiona­

ble
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ble to none, but fuch as are wont to run and adul­
terate thofe two Commodities, and are enraged that 
they cannot always do fo.

A n d * if  this be the only Excife intended, will 
not any M an, efpecially any Country Gentlrman, 
bluih to own that he has fo long patiently iuffered 
our own Home-Produce and Manufa&ure, lo ne- 
ceifary to the poor Labourer and Manufacturer, to 
lie under fuch heavy Duties and Difcouragemenrs, 
and now only begins to complain, when two Things 
of Luxury and o f  foreign G row th, are going to be 
fubjetted to the like Impofition ? Is it likely, or na­
tural that our Reprefentatives will hear nothing in 
Favour of the Landed Intereft ? Are we to inform 
the W orld  that the Country Gentleman, is the on­
ly M an in this Nation, who neither knows nor re­
gards his ow n Intereft ?

You fee how  bufy and warm Tradefmen and 
Shopkeepers are, to eafe themfelves at your Ex­
pence ; and will you profit nothing by their Exam­
ple, eipecially when without loading them  you eafe 
your [elves?  Surely the Concerns o f  Tobacconifts 
and Vintners, efpecially their partial and diihoneft 
Concerns, are not the Concerns of you and all M en, 
nor is it neceiTary that you and all M en fhould luffer 
for them. Surely you will not fuffer your felves to 
be furprized and mifled by the M en who gain by 
the Frauds now to be removed.

T he genuine Drift o f the Complaints and Noife 
o f fuch M en upon this Occafion, is really no more 
nor better, than that you muft ftill pay, ftill be di- 
ftreiTed, that they may ftill cheat and flouriih ; that 
they may grow rich Knaves w hilft you continue in­
nocent Beggars, and their Dupes, For this honou- 
: C . * rabie
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rable Reafon the Payment of our publick Debts 
jnuft be ftill flow or retarded ; for this there muft be 
yearly Deficiencies with yearly Demands upon the 
Lands, and upon untranfgreffing Subjeéfc ; and for 
this, fuch as begin to defpair of continuing their 
Frauds, and of preferving their unjuft Gain, are 
loud in the Prefages and Cry of Oppreffion. Others 
feduced and feared by them, join with them till 
their Name is become Legion.. They of them who 
know themfelyes guilty and are the Mifleaders of 
others, deferve no Compaflion, and have forfeited 
all Title to Charity ; and of the many and the mif- 
Jed, I fhall only fay here, Father, forgive them, for  
they know net w hat they do.

M e e r Dinn and empty Words and Cries ought 
to carry no Caufe. N or are Majorities always in the 
right. I f  they were, all Europe ought to be Papijts 
at this Pay , all Afia  ought to be Mahometans, or 
rather the whole W orld ought to be Pagans. I  
could indeed produce very popular Vouchers that 
the Majority is often miftaken, often unjuit N o­
thing is more common than popular Folly, prevail­
ing Frenzy, and Multitudes bewitched and erring. 
Do not we remember the Madnefs o f  the London 
Populace upon the Election of Members in the latter 
Epd of the Jate Queen’s Reign, when their com­
mon Cry was, N o Merchants, No Ÿrade? T he 
Crowd often run mad when it is moil their Intereft 
to be fober and adviled, often idolize their Enemies, 
often rave againft their beft Friends, would deftroy 
the Man whom they ought to blefs and cherifh, and 
bleis and exalt the Man whom they ought to curfe 
and deftroy. Firft, angry and artful M en enflame 
them, 3nd then they enflame one another ; and as

(  20 )



it was not Reafon, but bold Falihood and Calum­
ny, that enraged them, fo when they are in a Rage, 
they follow not Reafon, but feek Revenge

T h i s  is theE ffeft of Party, this the Purfuit and 
Succefs of the Leaders of Parry ; and this Tem per 
iometimes carries M en fo far, as to like or diflike, 
to love or hate, to oppofe or comply, not for Rea­
fon, but for Party, and for Party againft Reafon. It 
feldom happens that we like the Aitions o f  M en 
whofe Perions or Stations we diflike ; and tis too 
true that where a Spirit o f Oppolition prevails, the 
better publick Meafures are, the worie they will be 
liked, the more they will be oppofed. By which 
Means the Oppolition comes at laft to loie all its 
Credit and Ufe, and will be fufpeded to proceed 
from Heat only, even where ’tis reafonable and well
grounded. • r

I t  was believed o f the D uke or Guife, that 
fierce Leader o f the League in France, that he 
would have turned Proteftant, and headed the Pro- 
teilants, had the Prince o f Gonde been a Catholick, 
and at the Head o f  the Catholicks. I  know not 
whether that Duke did not declare fo much. T h e  
iame Ambition was faid to have influenced the Prince 
o f Cotide. N o r is this inconiiftent w ith their being 
both afterwards violently in earneft in their Choice 
when they had made it. So m uch do the Pallions 
and Intereft o f M en mailer their Realon.

T his  may ferve to warn you againft implicit D é­
pendance upon the W ords and Declarations ol any 
M an, let him be ever fo able, ever fo much your 
Darling. Love your Friends and Favourites, but 
be not over-hafty always to follow them. Con-
fult your own Reafon coolly firft ; examine your

own
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own Intereft and Neceffities. Their Paffions and 
Paitialities may miflead them, and they may miflead 
you D o by them as I deiire you to do by me, and 
by this Appeal ; weigh every Reafon which either 
they or 1 offer, and approve it or rejeft it, juft as 
it correlponds, or does not correfpond with T ru th  
and your Intereft, and with the general Intereft.

1 h i s  Scheme which I  have endeavoured to de- 
tend, appears exceeding reafonable to me, and of 
exceeding Benefit to you; but do not take my 
W ord where my Reafons fatisfy nor, neither take 
the W ord of fuch as decry it, only becaufe they 
decry it. Examine, whether when a Shilling in the 
Pound per jinnum  is taken off your Eftates, with-
° Ut a e f thing uPon y°u or any Man, you are 
not a Shilling in the Pound the richer, or will not
be a Shilling in the Pound the poorer, if  it be not 
taken off?

T h i s  is the fhort Iflue, and a very clear one : 
Stick to it, nor fuffer your felves to be puzzled 
with dark and artful Calculations and Rants of Cu­
ratory. I  too could apply to your Paflions, and per­
haps warm them ; but I want no fuch Help. I  
therefore ufe no glaring Colours nor Vehemence, 
nor Expreflions fraught with Energy and Terror. I  
am from my Soul convinced by the Reafons which 
I  lay before you, and hope they will ferve for your 
Convidion, if they be found. I f  they be not,
you will at leaifc excufe me for my fincere and affec-
rionate Meaning.

I t cannot reafonably offend you to vindicate the 
Meafures of the Miniflry, when your Good ap­
pears manifeil in fuch Meafures. Nor are you  to 
judge oi Miniiters, by what rheir Enemies (when 
they have any iuch) lay of them. As there is of­

ten
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ten Caufe for oppofing Minifters, fo they are of­
ten oppofed without Caufe, or for a wrong Caute.
I f  they do fometimes wrongThings, their Ene­
mies do fometimes fpighrful Things. I f  there be 
Ambition on the one Side, there may be Emula- 
tion or Revenge on the other ; and the Defire ot 
Power may animate M en, as well as the Poi- 
feffion of Power. As ’tis to be hoped we have a- 
ttiongft us many pub lick Spirits and Patriots, it is 
not impoffible but there may be alfo fome falic 
Patriots, the Patriots o f a Party , a Charafter as 
low and contemptible, as the other is noble and
venerable. # ■ .

E v en  the E v il of Corruption, the Subject o t
fo many fine Harangues, and of many very bad 
ones, is too common and far fpread to be con­
fined to Courts and M inifters, and to their Arts 
only. Corruption often arifes from Party and 
from Oppofition to Power, as well as from Power 
it felf. Even Treats and Hofpitality may cor­
rupt, as well as M oney and Places ; nay the 
want o f a Place, may corrupt a M an, as much 
as having a Place may. Popularity it felf, as 
plaufible and well founding as it is,, has proved 
the Root and Means of much Corruption. W ho­
ever or whatever deceives the People, or en­
flâmes them without juft Caufe and Provoca­
tion, corrupts them. And thus the People have 
been  fometimes fo corrupted, as to hate the beft 
Minifters, and the beft Actions of Minifters.

O f fuch Ingratitude and ill Ufage for his high-
eft M erit and Services, Cicero juftly and warmly
complains, Pro M axim is meis inRem p. 'mentis fup -
piicia miferrima &  crudtUJJhna tiUtJfem. T h e

Tribunes



Tribunes ôf the People corrupted the Romans a9 
effectually by feditious Laws and Harangues, by 
flattering their Paffions, and incenfing them againit 
the Nobility, as afterwards Cœfar did by Money. 
And as this very Scheme is intended as a Cure for 
Corruption, publick and pernicious Corruption, 
they who oppofe it for unjuft Ends, either of 
Faftion or of Gain, are corrupt, and proteft Cor­
ruption ; and all Arts uied to incenfe the People 
right or wrong againft it, are corrupt Arts, and 
fuch as ufe them are the Authors of Corruption.

As to the Writings againft it, iiich as I  have 
ieen of them, are m oil o f them declamatory and 
evafive, many of them coarfe, paffionate, fcurri- 
lous, and all o f them in my Opinion, inconclufive* 
and little or nothing to the prefent Point. T heir 
Reafoning and Quotations about Impofitions in ge­
neral, are foreign and idle. Here is no Impofition 
at all intended, though no Community can fubfift 
without fome. T hat feveral of the Writings a- 
gainlt the Excife, are ingenious Performances, I 
readily own. But there are many others altogether 
impotent, abfurd and brutal. Scolding and foul 
Names on any Side or Account cannot furely have 
any W eight with you. Thefe are Weapons eafily 
found in any Caufe, and generally abound in a bad 
Caufe. A  good one w7ants not, and therefore reje&s 
all fuch frail and miferable Helps. Some of thefe 
Authors are particularly fevere upon miniflerial 
Writers, and the coarfe Titles of wretched Scribler, 
Creature of Power, venal Wretch, mercenary Crew, 
abandoned Hireling, wicked profligate Writer, &c. 
are thrown about with great Freedom and Fury, 
and applied without Diftin&ion, often at Random.
I .i :  F o r
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F o r  my felf j I  would much rather be fo abufed, 

than capable o f fuch Abufe ; neither have I  f ilte r­
ed nor Can I fuffer by it, fince it cannot pôflibly ex­
tend to me, as Ï know not what it is to be a lifted 
W riter. Let me only fay in Behalf of fome others 
(for God forbid that I  ihould concern my felf with, 
much more defend all or moft of, any Side) that 
this Practice is as unfair as ’ris grofs. H e who only 
vindicates what he in his Heart approves, cannot 
with any Propriety or Candour be called a Hireling ; 
and tis full as juft to defend the Adminiftration, 
where it afts juftly, as to cenfure it where it ads un- 
juftly.

T h is  I  think no reafonable M an will deny ; and 
where there are very honourable Perfons, o f the 
firft Charafter, Dignity and Fortune, fpeakin^ for, 
and concurring with the Adminiftration in Parlia­
ment, why ihould it be bafe or inevcenftiy to concur 
w ith it, and write orfpeakfor it out o f  Parliament; 
and why^ is fuch a Difference made for doing the 
fame T hing  ? Even luch as write for H ire, are not 
more blameable than fuch as plead for H ire, or, if 
youpleafe, for Fees. And why fhould it b j more 
lcandalous to take M oney from a M inifter than from 
a Bookfeller ? v

Perhaps there are W retches, Ignorants, and Pro- 
fligates that write for a M iniftry, and how can a 
M inifter help jt?  T hough  he want not them, they
want him. It would however be unjuft to fay, that 
fuch low and officious Seri biers are confined to M i- 
nifters. Are there not other W retches, other Pro­
fligates, other Ignorants, always ready to draw their 
airty Quills for the Enemies o f  the M iniftry too ? 
And both Sorts often do fG w ithout being employed



or asked by either. But though you employ them 
not, and even deteft them whilft they are fo em­
ployed, ’tis not fo eafy to avoid giving them Money. 
As there are worthy M en who fpeak on both Sides, 
why may not we luppofe that worthy Men may 
write on both Sides? T he Majority of Writers on 
either Side, are certainly very contemptible Crea­
tures.

You m ud not therefore infer from hard Names 
and Reproach, thát the Miniilry, are without G en­
tlemen of Parts and Honour to write for them, no 
more than they want others to fpeak for them. Some 
fuch they have to my Knowledge, without Fee or 
Reward, and fuch as would fcorn the Offer of any. 
Upon thofe who treat fuch Gentlemen as Slaves 
to a M m ijlry , it were eafy and equally juft to re­
turn the Charge of Slavery to a Party, as fevere a 
Slavery as a Man can go through in a free Country, 
a Slavery which frequently obliges M en to approve 
what they heartily condemn, and to condemn what 
they heartily approve : Perhaps there are not a few 
fuch Upon the prefent Occafion.

S ure  I  am that, upon this Occafion, there feems 
much more Ground for fpeaking, or if  you will 
Writing in Behalf of the Miniftry, than there is 
for doing it againft them. T o  remove or relieve 
publick Burdens only by re&ifying publick Earrors, 
and curing publick Frauds, is in any M an or Mi- 
nifler a glorious Defign ; and the M inifter who 
neglefts it, when he can effeit it, is guilty of a 
notable Breach of Truft. Is is therefore an enorm­
ous Hardihip upon Minifters, and great Injuftice, 
to make it a Crime in them to do what would be 
an unpardonable Crime in them to omit.

A nd
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H a d  the M iniftty been fir ft changed, and their 

Succeffors had accomplilhcd this great Projedt, may 
■we not prefume, that it would have been the bub 
ie ft  o f  much juft Boafting and Exultation and ot 
much iuft Reproach upon their Predeceflors for 
negleftine it ? You would then probably have been 
told that the latter only ftiidied to burden you, and 
that it was referved for their Succeflors to have the 
Glory of relieving you. As it is too ufual in = 
W orld  not fo much to regard what is done, as w Iv » 
does it, and not to judge ot M en by their A ttions, 
but of the Aftions by the M en, it would be nothing 
wonderful (though I hope it is not true) that iume 
ihould oppofe and decry this new Scheme onl\ 
through Fear of its adding to the Stiength and 
Security o f the Admini ft ration, by adding to their 
Credit, and publick Efteem. T h ey  may therefore 
ftudy to defeat i t ;  not becaufe it is tor jou r Ad­
vantage, but becaufe it is for the Glory ot the Ad- 
miniftration. You may recoiled w hether fuch a 
T h ing  has never happened before ; and if  it has, 
whether it may not poflibly happen again, and how ? 
Has the Gratification of private Paflion never been 
perferred to Publick Good ? O r is this often done 
by Minifters only, and never by the Enemies or a 
M iniftry ? And has it never been a maxim wit a 
angry M en, and their Pra&ice, to  prevent by all 
Means thofe whom  they ftrove to  pull down, from

nd Security, by doing worthy and

the whole is this ; here is' an ap­
parent Benefit intended for you, even the relieving 
of your Eftates and adding to them, without taxing* 
your Fellow Subjefts, Are not the Authors ot



n a”j 6 a^ ec* anc* enlarged upon feveral 
pollateral Advantages arifmg from this Scheme that

wi} greatly advance Trade and encourage Traders 
by abohihing or reducing the C u í f f  i n ^ o ’ 
b eat Sums are to be prefently paid upon Imporra- 
i n, nor great Securities demanded, to the Increafe 

o f Bankrupts, and the utter Ruin o f Families •
J í a tL Wr  reV1VL anc1 encourage the poor deftref- 
fed and defpamng Planter, now devoured by Agents
and expenfive C om pilions, by putting an End to
f e h  heavy Commuions and Agencies : That it

. alfo put an End to much Per Jury Cominrinn

houfe cíffi°nefty’ í ° th ln, Merchants and Cuftom- houfe Officers, who are both under great Tem p­
tations that way and I  fear do not always refift fuch 
Temptations : T hat it will deftroy, at leaft leflen, 
the vile Trade of Smuglcrs, and confequemly .fare
w C fpuû[lck ^ venue : T hat it will in a good 
Meafure feeure W  me from the abominable Mixtures 
andTke wings fo long., and I  doubt fo pernicioufly
w  r  t  T fny 0tker Advanta§es, which for 
p h i ?  t0 othersto ipecify and e*-

I C o n c lu d e  therefore w ith obfecving, that the
Clamour from tfcs Shopkeepers and IiTholders ,u 
Country Towns againft Exciilng Tobacco and Wine, 
and againft Excuemens coming into their Houfes, 
is exceeding abfurd, and even ridiculous, fince all 
theie Shopkeepers, or m oft o f them, already fell 
1 ea ancl Coffee, and all thofe Innholders fell Beer

and



and Ale, and confequently are both already daily 
vifited by the Officers o f Excife. But in juftice to 
thefe Clamourers I  muft own, that I  doubt wherher 
their Clamour proceeded originally from themfelves, 
and from their own Judgment and Refentment*.

( *9 )

I  am,

G e n t i / e m e n ,

With great Truth and Zeal,

Tour moft faithful 

and ajfe&ionate Servant, &c.

F I N I  S .
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Juiî: publiíhed, by the Printer
hereof.

A CH ILLES .  An Opera. As it is perform’d at the 
Theatre-Royal in Covent-Garden.

■■ ■ —  deeeperat tonnes
{In quibus Jjacem) fumpUt faJlacia veftis.

Ovid. Metam. L iK  I j .  
Naturam expellas furcâ licet, ufque recurrit. Hot.

W ritten by the late Mr. Gay,

TH E firft Satire of the fécond Book o f  Horace y imi­
tated, in a Dialogue between Alexander Pope, o f  

Twickenham in Com. Mid. Eiq; on the one Part, and his 
Learned Council on the other.

Scilicet Uni Æ quus Vivtuti atq\ ejus Amicis. Horat.

TH E Ufe of RICHES. An E P IS T L E  to the 
Right Honourable Allen Lord BathurJ?. By Mr.

Pope.

T
H E Queftion about Eating of Blood, Stated and 

Examined ; in Anfwer to two DiiTertations in a 
Book entitled, Revelation examined with Candour.

ST O W E , the Gardens o f  the Right Honourable R i­
chard Lord Vifcount Cobham. Addreis’d to Mr, 

'tpe.
Devenere locus I At os, &  amœna Vireta 
Fortunatorum nemo\um% fedefque beat as. Virg„

T o  which is added, T A ST E , a Poem, by Mr .Pope:
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