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TO THE.

LANDHOLDERS, &o’c.

GENTLEMEN,

HILST Men of much lower Name
and Condition than you, Shop-
keepers, Artificers, and Inholders,
have been claiming publick Notice
and Audience, and advifing their

Reprefentatives how to behave themfelves 1n Par-

liament, dire&ing them exprefsly to oppofe 4// Ex-

cifes in any Shape whatfeever ; 1 fhould nox have
been {urprized to have feen you taking the fame

Liberty with yous Reprefentatives, t0 have feen
: you,




(4) ,
you, in{h'u&ing‘ and even praying them, to re-
member your and their own long and heavy Bur-
dens, and advifing them readily to comply, I'donot
(ay with any Scheme for your Eafe (for that would
have been as ridiculous s immodeft) but with all
reafonable and equal Methods to abolith the Land-
Tax, which in about forty Years has drained you of
Suxty Millions. ' ' : '

Now if this great Blefling can be obtained for
you, even without your Application for it, with-
out any new Tax upon you or your Fellow Sub-
jelts, nay without adding to  any old Tax, and.
without any other Alteration than that of colle&ing
an antient Duty by a different and more {uccefstul
Method ; are you obliged to thefe your Neighbours,
your Fellow-Subje&s, thefe your Tenants and De-
pendants, for thus labouring to defeat by Clamour
and Bitternefs this invaluable Advantage, this mighty
Deliverance of you and-your Pofterity from a.l.oad
which you have {0 long and fo forely felt, and
which has been generally underftood as an In- -
cumbrance entailed upon you through all' Ages to
come ¢ ™y ‘ |
- To one who has ot well confidered the Power
of Prejudice, of Selfifhnefs, and of popular Frenzy,
raifed and heightened by the Arts and Inve&ives of
angry and interefted Men, it would appear as ama-
zing as it is melancholy and fhocking, that what all
Men ought to applaud and promote, any Man
fhould decry.and oppofe; that publick Benefits and
the Relief of a Nation thould be unpopular, and
that Millions thould continue burthened und diftref-
fed, rather than Particulars be obliged o ‘comply
with Law and Confcience. " For, by Lawcand

~ on-



Conlicience, Tea, Coffee, and Checolate," ought to
‘have paid* as much to the Revenue, when under
the Cuftoms, as they have done fince under the
- Excife; yet they paid not then above one Half of

what they pay now. =~ i |

So that what Confcience and QOaths and former

Laws could not effe&, another Law, and a diffe-

rent Regulation have accomplithed. * This new

Regulation was therefore a Cure for the ‘Arts and
. Frauds ufed in “thefe Commodiries, and, when ap-
* plied to Tobacco and Wine, will 1n all Probabili-
ty produce the fame good Effe&, and a double Re-
. venue. o that the Nation will be profired and
| “eafed without aggrieving Particulars, unlefs the

Cure of Frauds and of Corruption and Perjury be a
Grievance. Yet this is fuch a Grievance to fome,
that, to prevent it, they have, by Arts and Mifre-
prefentarions, and OQutcries of - Oppreffion, influ-
enced and inflamed not only many wfxo were them-
felves innocent, but the Multicude in general, and
poflefled them with * ftrange Fears of General Ex-
cifes and Slavery ; as if the reftraining of a few
Knaves were Matter of Oppreflion to all Men,
‘When by itall Men were to be benefited and reliev-
‘ed; asif itwere Slavery to be under a Prohibition
o cheat; anda furer Method of colletting the fame
','_Dury upon two fmgle Commadities were a General
& ‘xczﬁ'.

- To fruftrate the Cure of thefe Frauds, the Re-
lief of all the Gentlemen and Land-owners in
iﬁreat Britainisto be poftponed and prevented ; or,
in the beft Light, you and yours muft be condem-
ned to groan under a Tax upon your Eftates for ever,

all for this important Confideration, that an Excife-
g man
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man may not entet the Shop of a Tobacconift, of
the Celler of a Vintner. For this petty, this une-
‘qual Immunity to their Goods and Warehoufes,
your Lands muft always continue aflefled and ex-
haufted.  For the whole Tenour of their Outcries,
of their’ Combinations and Applications, infers a
Neceflity of holding you under a certain and fted-
dy Tax, that they may pay theirs, or not pay it, as

they pleafe. ‘ ' ,
Trr Entrance of an Excifeman into Shops and
Warchoufes, when open of Qourfe to their Cufto-
mers, can be no Injury, hardly an Inconvenience,
to the Owners, where no Fraud is committed or
wtended.  But. {uppofe it an Inconvenience, fup-
pofe it fome Difadvantage; is there any Advantage
in Society, anyin human Life, without {ome Allay,

fome Uneafinefs, fome Difficulty, Pain, or Fear?
You, Gentlemen, have fenfibly found what a
heavy Misfortune has attended your greateft Good,
and even arifen from it, as you have been obliged
to pay great Sums for near half a- Century out of
your Fortunes, for the Sake of being prote&ed n
your Fortunes,  Whatever Debts you owed, what-
ever numerous Families you had to rear, whatever
Table your Figure, Name and Situation in the
Country obliged you to keep, whatever Port to {ul-
tain; though you had many fine.young Ladies to
portion, many young Gentlemen to educate and
{etde; ftill a yearly Dedu&ion was made out of
your Rents, however {canty of themfelyes, howe-
ver ill paid, and already burdened with daily Re-
pairs and weekly Poor-Rares ; befides that, together
with all thefe Loads, you had all other Taxes to
pay, for the Shoes that you wore, for the Canc;}es
that
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ihat jou burned, for the Soap that wathed you; for
the Drink that refrefhed you; and a tenth Part of
yout annual Produce was all the while appropriated
to the Church. But, as it was a Contribution for
publick Prote&ion, it was not to be avoided : Nor
do I remember that you have ever in your Inftrui-
ons to your Reprefentatives, defired them to take it
off; fo little Thought had you of being relieved,
at leaft utterly telieved from 1t. .

Tug Offer of Relief is therefore the more ge-
serous, the more pleafing and furprizing; yet this
generous Offer, this fudden and unexpeéted Relief,
is, you fee, oppofed with all Violence, mifrepre-
fented with all Falthood, and reviled with all Bit-
ternefs and Malice ; with fuch Rage, with {uch
Tumult, as if, far from removing old Taxes, new
Taxes were going to be laid on and accumulated
in the fevere%c and moft various Manner ; nay, as
:f our Government and Liberties were going o be
deftroyed, Tyranny and arbitrary Impofts let up,
and univerfal Bondage to enfue.

I am afhamed, for the Honour of Mankind, and
of my Country, to mention, or rather to repeat the
miferable and ridiculous’ Caufe of all this {olemn
Fear, this popular Tumult and Alarm. It is no o-
ther, nor greater, than that it is apprehended that an
Excife Officer, armed with a gauging Wand, fhall
examine the Hogfheads of Vintners, and the Casks
of Tobacconifts, though he‘already pay daily Vifits
to their Neighbours the Grocers, Druggifts, Chand-
lers, Soap-boilers, Malfters, Brewers and Tanners,
without bringing them any Terror or Difturbance ;
{o faris he from opprefling or enflaving them.

Poss it do Credit to the Candour of fuch as be-
gan this Affright, or to the Underftanding of thofe

who
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who are feized with it, to turn this Sort of poor Of-
ficer, one {o familiar to our Eyes, fo long tried and
harmlefly employed, into fuch a Bugbear, as if
each of them were a Bathaw armed with Legions
and lawlefs Powet 2 There can hardly be a greater In.
ftance that there is nothing {o falfe, fo extravagant
and incredible, nor even impofiible, but fome Men
will be found to aflert it, othefsto believe it

Maxy Kinds of Trades are now under the In-
{pe&ion of this Officer: He vifits Brewers, Chand-
lers, Soap-mikers, Malfters, Tanrters, €3¢, all as de-
{erving Subjes, as Dealers in Tabacco and Wine,
and of much more Importance to. the Publick ; and
why they who are no better than the reft, and not
{o ufeful, fhould claim greater Exernption, elpeci-
ally fuch an Exemption as affes the Publick fo near-
ly, andyou; Gentlemen, {6 eflentially, no equal or
tolerable Reafon can be affigned. Would you Jofe
one of the greateft Advantagesthat ever were offer-
ed to you, becaufe your Neighbour, with whom
you lay out your Money for -Wine and Tobacco,
and confequently maincain Kim, cares not that an
Officer fhould crofs his Threthold, though that
Officer cannot-hurt him, if e injure not the Pub-
lick, and defeat not the Laws?2 Nay, thar Officer ig
a certain Security, and even a Benefadtor to every
fair Dealer, by watching and preventing the foul
Dealer, who, by cheating the Publick, can under.
fell, and 'confequently'unga his'fair Neighbour.

Now where the honeft Trader, by paying the
full Duty without raifing the Price, is ruined, and
the unjuft Trader, by paying ro Duty, or very lit-
tle Duty, and yet not finking the Price, or finking
it but a little, thrives, is it not juft to cncc'mra&e ‘_j:hg

- ormer
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gsimer and cheéck the larter? This is therefore 4
" Proje& for the Advancement of publick and pri-
vate Honefty, 4s well as of your Eafe and Profpe-
t}Ir\Tom car there be {o equitdble a Method contri-
ved of raifing a Duty upon thefe two Commodities.
The Merchant who imports them pays no Duty;
ind cannot Be aggrieved or hurt: The Retailer
who buys them ogfgthe Metchant, and pays the Du-
ty, and by raifing the Price makes the Confumer
- repay him,’cannot bé hurt ; for reither does he pay
any Thing out of hi§ own Pocket. It is you,
Gentlemen, and the reft of the Confimers, who
pay all. Even fuch as piy no Duty, chirge you,
as if chey did. - 3047 ity
How: thetefore does this Change in the Method
of colle&ing the Duty, injure any honeft Man? I
am fure it aig:fe&s you in a very defirable, in a very
lorious Manner. It is a Scheme for adding to the
iﬁ:ate of evéry Man who hasone. It is giving
~ every {uch Man another Eftate, a tenth, or 4 twen-
tieth more than ke had before. It is giving to fome
of you Hundreds a Year; to moft o% you Pounds;
and to every one in Preportion to what he already
poflefles, or has already l;'uﬁ'ered. :
‘Whaart a glorious Relief and Dondtiori would
this have been thdught at 4 Time when no fuch
Relief was expefted ¢ And that Time has been al-
~moft ever fince the very Beginning of the Land
Tax ; not has any Thing been more commonly be-
lieved, than that this Tax was ro laft for ever.

It has been always corifidently charged upon the
Revolution by its Enemies, as a Curfe and Calamity
_entailed upon it, that it had introduced a heavy

i . B Bur-
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Burden upon Land, from ‘which the Gendemeis

and Frecholders of England were never more to be
releafed.  Are they not then your Friends, yous

Benefa&ors, your iood Ar;lg,els, that prefent you
t

with this noble, this neceflary, this ughoped-for
Relief, this Addition to your Fortunes, withous-
laying a fingle Farthing upon the reft of your Fel-
low Subjefts ? It is therefore extremely unkind, not
to {ay barbarous, in them, thus to combine, thus to
clamour and rage againft a Scheme calculated to
make you happy without hurting them, nay tend-
ing evidently to their Advantage in general: But
their Paffions, raifed by Art ot. Folly, blind them :
Do not let their Paffions blind you too : Though
the Senfe of Feeling alone, even without Eyes,
would feem {ufficient to ‘convince you of the Be-
nefit intended for you.

How therefore can-you relith the Artsand Noife
employ’d to defeat that great Benefit? How can
{uch as employ them expe& any other Return from
you than that of Refentment or Contempt? What
would it be to you, that only a new Law were in-
tended to mend the Defe&s of an old one, that
the Duty upon Tobacco and Wine were to be paid
to an Officer of Excife inftead of an Officer of the
Cuftoms, even though this Change were of no im-
mediate Advantage to you? But when by fuch an
ealy, fuch a {mall Change, Benefits {o notable ac-
crue to you, can you forbear wondering at the Im-
modefty of thofe who hope to clafe your Eyes, to
deprive you of your other Senfes, and to make you
combine with thém againft your felves? They have
fent, or, perhaps more properly, procured to be fent,
Dire&ions to their Reprefentatives, to Oppol;e1 this

arm-
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harmlefs, this beneficent Sch’?:e, that is, to oppo/e
your Relief. Is this neighboukly, or juft, or ho-
neft? Or isit not the greateft Infult and Injury
that can be offered to you? And do they who firit
awakened, and then promoted this Spirit of Oppo-
fiion and Tumult, deferve your Thanks now, or
your Votes hereafter ? And does it not deferve your
Notice at prefent, and your Remembrance herecafe
ter, that they have laboured with all their Might to

miflead you from your own Intereft and Pre%erva—
tion, to enrage you againft your real Bencfa&ors,
and {tirred up your very Tenants and Neighbours
to confpire againft you

You might fight them with their own Weapons,
and fend Diredions to your Reprefentatives in your
Turn, and there fet forth your Motives and Pre-
tenfions in very moving Strains. But I thank God,
s needlefs ; your Reprefentatives will do you and
themfelves Juftice.

Tress angry People feem to combat againft
Shadows and Phantoms, as well as againft your
Good; they frighten themfelves, or others frighten
them, with the Word Excife, with Exzife-Officers
and the Laws of Excife. They fay nothing of the
Cuyfpoms, which have their Officers and Laws, and
Terrors too; and, as an Excife-Officer can go
wherever there are excifeable Commodities ; {o can a
Cuftomhoufe Officer go wherever there are cu/fo-
mable Commodities. I§pon any Information of Ru#
Goods, the Cuffomboufe Officer, affifted by proper
Authority, may enter private Houfes and make
Search; and without fuch Information and fuch
Ahuth_otity, an Excife Officer cannot enter nor fearch
there, -

I ve-
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I very much doubt whether they who make the
greateft Noife about changing Commodities from
Cufrom to Excife, underftand che Difference, or
bave a clear Notion of either. Cufioms are Duties
paid by the Merchant upon Importation : Excifes
are Duties payable by the Retailer upon- Confump-
tion. Now as the Cuffoms are liable to many
Frauds, which can be prevented under an Excife;
‘tis'judged proper for your Sakes, Gentlemen, and
for-other publick Confiderations, in which you are
likewife concerned, to remove two Commodities,
both foreign ones, and both employed in Luxury,
from the Citffoms to the Excife. P

Wt Advantage or rather Profit will from this
Change, which hurts no honeft Man, redound to
you, f have already explained. Tt will befides have
an’immediate Tendency to leflen and difcharge the
publick Debts, <o fupply the current Service of each
Year, to make up the Deficiencies of other Funds,
and to the abolifthing in Time all other grievous
Taxes. So that, what additional Sums this new
Method brings in, are not intended to enrich Courts
nor Courtiers, or to be applied at Random, or
1quandered profufely ; but to be faichfully applied by
your own Reéprefencatives to your Ufe and that of
the Pubfick; nor can it fail, by increafing the Na-
tional Revenue, ro difcharge the National Debts,
and Taxes, and Tax-gatherers. . Thus as we are of-
ten forced to have recourfe to War in order to pro-
cure Peace, the Addition of a few+Officers now,
will ferve to leflen and difmifs a great Number of
Officers hereafter. '
- This will be a noble Improvement of the pub-
lick Revenue, worthy of the Thoughts and ;;};'f-

i | ' ‘ . 1)1
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fui of Minifters and Legiflators, of-inftant Con-
cern and Benefit to you, and merits the good Wi-
‘thes and Aid of all Men. 'This prefent Alteration
neither falls upon your Land, nor the Produce of
your Land, nor upon our Manufa&ures, nor upon
any native Commodities, nor lays any new Dury
even upon thofe two foreigh Commodities, Wine
and Tobacco, but only provides that fuch as ftole
the old Duty fhall fteal no more. -

C1aMour and Oppofition upon the laying of any
new Tax are ufual, though glch Tax be ever {o
reafonable or neceflary, and even intended to leflen
or abolifh {uch as are not {o. But here no new
Tax is dreamt of ; yet what Clamour, only upon
altering the Method of colle&ing an old Tax, and
_eﬂabli%hing a better Method of colle&ing it; tho’
nothing has been more common than to vary the
Laws of the Revenues from Year to Year wherever
they were found faulty or defedive? I do not re,
member that the Impofition of a new Tax, how-
ever heavy and diftrefling, ever begot {fuch Out-
cries. When Leather, Soap, and Candles, (Com-
modities {0 neceflary to Life, and of our own Pro-
duce) were ¢xcifed in the latter End of the Queen’s
Reign, no fuch Clamour enfued. The Excife at
'pre?ént intended, only extends to two foreign Com-
modities, two Commodities of Luxury. Yet what
Clamour now, . what Tumult, what Combinations !
‘Was any fuch Alarm raifed when Tea, Coffee and
Chocolate were fubje@ed to an Excife a few Years
ago? No, many who oppofe this Excife, were for
that Excife. ;

__As toany Intention of a General Excife, with.
which fome have endeavoured to frighten youi_ ti:
' "~ fuc
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fuch a monftrous Impoflibility, and confequent
fuch a2 monftrous Falfhood, lllf:yhzlx. I fhall nc?:?o“
the Credit, nor offer you the Affront, to confute ff;
but leave it to thofe who broached it, and them to
reconcile it to common Veracity and Honour, if
they can, or to refle& upon their own great Sagaci-
ty, if ever they believed it.

Tur Increafe of Excife Officers is, I think, the
principal Objetion to the prefent Scheme. What
a ternible Difappointment it would be to fome of the
Obje&ors, if it could be executed Without any fuch
Increafe of Officers? (For all who make the Ob-
jeckion are not, 1 doubt, entirely governed in this
Affair by pure Reafon and Virtue.) But I believe
there muft bz {fome fuch Increale, which muft be
owned an Tuconvenience. But, alas, what is the
Courfe of human Life, what the Bufinefs of all the
Wifdom amongft Men, but from numberlefs Evils
to pick out that which is leaft, and among Things
that are not bad, that which is neareft to éood ¥

Ix Times of War, T thould be glad that we could
defend our felves without Soldiers, or find Soldiers .
who took no Pay. But as we muft employ and
pay Soldiers for our Safety, {o muft we Officers for
that of the Revenue. - 1 hope th¢ Number to be
added will be but {mall, and then there will be
fcarce any Caufe of Complaint : 1 fay, [carce any,
fince the ReceiversGeneral of the {everal Countiés
will be difcharged; Men who from  their fuperior
Allowances, Weight and Influence, (efpecially by
Means of the publick Money, and theit Power to

~ {pare and affift their Neighbours) are of much more

Confequence in the Country, and at Ele&ions, than
10 many, or three Timés as many poor Excife L}fé?.
' whofe
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whofe Behaviour is known to be fo feverely watch-
ed and reftrained by Law, and the Infpe&ion of
their Superiors.  Let it be remembred too, thas
chefe Receivers General are' all Officers appointed
by the Crown. Y. :
As to the Laws of Excife, which are another
Source of Terror, a good deal is to be {aid m Miri-
ion of fuch Terror. The King's Part of the
f;:l‘y arifing from Wine and Tobacco, will fhill
continue under the Cuftoms; fo that the Revenue
of the Crown will be no wife increafed by this Pro-
je&, and all that Increafe goes into the Nationak
Purfe. Thus the Subje&, in any Difputes with the
Crown, has {til} che Privilege of a Lrial by Juries.
So far therefore as thefe Duties come under the Ex-
cife, there can be no Difpute but-between a particu-
lar Subje and the Society in general; and then the
Commiffioners, though appomted by the Crown,
can have no Bials to Partialiey, nor any privase
Ends; for in every fuch Difpute it is the Intereft of
the Publick, as well as of every private Man, to
have Suits fuddenly decided by Judges who are ab-
{olately impartial. - |
In the Ordinary Coutts, Delays are infinite, Ex-
pences infinite, and Suits endlefs. Bcfides the
Commiflioners are Judges in Confcience, and by not
being confined to the Forms and Letter of the Law,
have a Latitude for exercifing Mercy and Mitiga-
rion : And this cheir Jurifdi&ion is confined within
the City of Lowdon and the Bills of Mortahty.
Qver all the reft of England the Juftices of the
Peace exercife the fame, and judge and determine
fummarily, as well as the Commitlioners of Excife
in Londen. . 'Thefe Juftices can alfo infli& perfonal
Punifh-
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Punifiment, Whip, and Imprifon ; thus they punifh
Vagrants and Pickpockets; and fuch Power is found
ufeful and neceffary. Is it not equally fo in Mac-
ters of the Publick Revenue, by which the Publick
it {elf is {ecured and maintained ? ' i

Nor is {fuch fummary Judgmert confined to
thefe Iiftances only (fo far is it from being fingular.
in the Commiffioners of Excife.) The Court o
Chancery hath it in a very {overeign Degree, and
all the Property in England litigated there, lies in
the Breaft and Option of a Judge, who is an Offi--
cer appointed by the Crown, as well as the Com-
miflioners of Excife, and removeable at Pleafure, as.
they are.  'The Court of Delegates likewife exer—
cife the fame Power, and thefe Delegates alfo are.
appointed, made; and unmade by the %{;i'ng. |

Even the ordinary Courts of Juftice do in many.
Cafes a& and determine difcretionally and without
Juries, even in Matters of Perfon and Property, and
daily fine and commit. But if after all, People will
be fhill left at Liberty, under this new Regulation
to have Recourfe to Juries and the Exchequer, I
fancy ’tis a Liberty they would {feldom ufe or have.
Occafion to mfe. I have heard of fome, who
when 'twas offered them, did not accept it, evemn:
whilft they were making great Noife, frightening
and enflaming their Fellow Subjecs upon this very
Foint. _ ;. .

- Great Pans have been taken to render the
Word Excife odious to you, and the Thing it felf
terrible, not by Reafoning or good Authority; but
by inflammatory Inve&ives, and by unfair and af-
fecting Defcriptions : Yet this very Method of rai-
fing Duties in general by an Excife, is not only.

| prac-
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pra&ifed ‘by the wifeft and fresft States, but has
" been ever recommended by the beft Judges and the

wifeft Men, in Oppofition to that of Cuftoms;
which they condemn. - This is the Opinion of the
famous Monfieuf de Wit ; ir is the Opinion of Mr.
Mpun, that eminent and approved Writer upon
Trade; it is the Opinion of Sir Fofiahb Child, that
opulent Merchant, famous for his clear and rational
Difcourfe of Trade ; and 'tis the Opinion of tha
reat Sir Walter Raleigh, a Man for Judgment;
gtrength of Genius, various Knowledge and Expe-
rience, equal to any Man, fuperior to moit Men.
THese great Names all contend agawnft Cuffoms,,
%.ownefs of Cufpoms, and for the Ufe of
Excife. Sir Fofiah Child in deducing the Caufesof
the prodigious Inereafe and Profperity of the Dutch;
affigns for one of thefe Caufes, the Lownefs of the
Cuftoms and the Height of their Excife, which lat=
ter, adds he; is certainly the moff equal and indif-
ferent Tax in the World, and eaft prejudicial to
any People. :
Mgz. Mun fays, (fpeaking of publick Tazes)
" weither are thefe beavy Contributions fo burtful to
the Happinefs of the-People as they are commonly
eftcemed ; for as the Food and Raiment for the Poor
15 made dear by Excife, (o dosh the Price of their
“Labour rife in Proportion, whereby the Burthen ( if
_any be) is ftill upon the Rich, who are either idle,
_or atleaft work not in this Kind, yet bave the Ufe;
- and are the greas Confumers of the Peoples Labour.
You fee here the Defence of Exwfe, of very
. extenfive Excife, by two Men of great Skill and
~ Name in Trade, and in wharever affeced Trade :
~ And willyou be alarmed, will you {uffer any Man,
‘ ' € or

/
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or any Numbers of Men to alarm you, at 2 Defigr
of Excifing two Commodities of toreign Gm "
and only uled in Luxury? & ‘

Sir Walter Raleigh fays, that the low Duties
(that 1s Cuftoms) levied by the Dutch upon Mer-
chants, draws all Nations to trade with them; and
that whatever Excifes or Impofitions are laid G
the common People, Merchants and Trade, are fhill
eafed and upheld by all poffible Means. This
- makes 'T'rade flourifh ; Trade increafes their Reve-

nues, and creates Profit, Plenty and Employment
of all {orts.by Sea and Land. He fays that Genos
had once great Traffick, and wasithe Flower of Com-
werce as appearveth by their Records, and their
fumptuouns Buildings : For all Nations traded with
thein, and There was the Storehoufe of Italy and o-
ther Places; but after they bad [et a great Cuftom
of jixteen per Cent. all\Nations left trading with
them ; which made them give themfelves wholly to
Ufury. The Duke of Florence, he {ays, on the
contrary, builded Leghorn, and fet [mall Cuftom
upon Merchandize, and gave them great and plea-
fing Privileges, which bath made a rich and firong
 City, with a flourifbing State.

I nope thele great Authorities, as great as any
that can inftru& you upon this Subjeét, will fatisty
you that; as Excife in general (obferve I do nor
{ay, nor mean a General Excife) is not fuch a Mon-
fter as it has been reprefented to you, {o this particu-
lar Excife upon Wine and Tobacco will notappear
fo mon{trous and frightful, as continuing a Tax up-
on your Land to prevent it, would appear. I in-
deed hope, that when once the whole Scheme: is
produced and explained, it will appear exceptiog?-:
: e

S —
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ble to none, but fuch as are wont to run and adul-
terate thofe two Commodities, and are enraged that
they cannot always do {o. -

Anp- if this be the only Excife intended, will
“not any Man, efpecially any Country Gentloman,
blufh to own that he has {o long patiently {uffered
our own Home-Produce and Manufa&ure, {o ne-
ceffary to the poor Labourer and Manufatturer, to
lie under fuch heavy Duties and Difcouragements,
and now only begins to complain, when two Things
of Luxury and of foreign Growth, are going to be
fubjeéted to the like Impofition ? Is it likely, or na-
tural that our Reprefentatives will hear nothing in
Favour of the Landed Intereft? Are we to inform
the World that the Country Gentleman, 1s the on-
ly Man in this Nation, who neither knows nor re-
gards his own Intereft 3

You fee how bufy and warm Tradefmen and
Shopkeepers are, to eafe themfelves at your Ex-
pence ; and will you profic nothing by their Exam-
ple, efpecially when without loading them you eafe
your felves ¢ Surely the Concerns of Tobacconifts
and Vintners, efpecially their partial and difhoneft
Concerns, are not the Concerns of you and all Men,
nor is it neceflary that you and all Men fhould {uffer
for them, Surely you will not fuffer your {elves to
be furprized and mifled by the Men who gain by
the Frauds now to be removed.

T genuine Drift of the Complaints and Noife
of fuch Men upon this Occafion, is really no more
nor better, ‘than that you muft fill pay, ftill be di-
ftrefled, that they may flill cheat and flourifh; that
theymay grow rich Knaves whilft you continue in-
nocent Beggars, and their Dupes.  For this honou-
4 rable
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rable Reafon the Payment of our publick Debts
muft be ftill flow or retarded; for this there muft be
yearly Deficiencies with yearly Demands upon the
Lands, and upon untranfgrefling Subje&s ; ‘and for
this, fuch as begin to defpair of continuing their
Frauds, and of preferving their unjuft Gain, are
loud in the Prefages and Cry of Oppreflion.. Others
{educed and fcared by them, join with them till
their Name is become Legion.. "They of them who
know themfelyes guilty and are the Mifleaders of
others, deferve no Compaffion, and have forfeited
all Title to Charity ; and of the many and the mif*
led, I fhall only fay here, Father, forgive them, for
they know not what they do. '

Mrer Dinn and empty Words and Cries ought
to carry no Caufe. Nor are Majorities always in the
right. If they were, all Europe ought to be Papiffs
at this Day, all Afa ought to be AMabometans, or
rather the whole World ‘ought to be Pagans. 1
could ‘indeed produce very popular Vouchers that
the Majority is often miftaken, often unjuit. = No-
thing 1s more common than popular Folly, prevail-
ing Frenzy, and Multtudes bewitched and erring.
Do not we remember the Madnefs of the London
Populace upon the Elettion of Members in the lacter
Epd of the Jate Queen’s Reign, when their-com-
mon Cry was, No Merchants, No Trade? 'The
Crowd often run mad when it is moft their Intereft
to be {fober and advifed, often idolize their Enemies,
often rave again{t their beft Friends, would deftroy
the Man whom they ought to blefs and cherifh, and
blefs and exalt the Man whom they ought to curfe

_and deftroy. Firft, angry and artful Men enflame

them, and then they enflame one another; and as
iy : ‘it
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i was not Reafon, but bold Falfhood and Calum-
ny, that enraged them, {o when they are in a Rage,
 they follow not Reafon, but feek Revenge.

" Trrs is the Effe& of Party, this the Purfuit and
Succefs of the Leaders of Party; and this Temper
fometimes carries Men fo far, as to like or diflike,
to love or hate, to oppofe or comply, not for Rea-
{on, but for Party, and for Party againft Reafon. It
{eldom happens that we like the Aions of Men
whofe Perfons or Stations we diflike ; and 'tis too
erue that where a Spirit of Oppofition prevails, the
better publick Meafures are, the worfe they will be
liked, the more they will be oppofed. By which
Means the Oppofition comes at laft to lofe all its
Credit and Ufe, and will be {ufpeced to procegd
from Heat only, even where ’tis reafonable and well
grounded. |

I+ was believed of the Duke of Guife, that
fierce Leader of the League in France, that he
would have turned Proteftant, and headed the Pro-
teftants, had the Prince of Gonde been a Catholick,
and at the Head of the Catholicks. 1 know not
whether that Duke did not declare fo much. The
{ame Ambition was{aid to have influenced the Prince
of Gonde. Nor is this inconfiftent with their being
~ both afterwards violently in earneft in their Choice
when they had made it. So much do the Paffions
and Intereft of Men mafter their Reafon.

Tr1s may ferve to warn you againft implicit De-
pendance upon the Words and Declarations of any
Man, let him be ever {o able, ever {o much your
Darling. Love your Friends and Favourites, but
be not over-hafty always to follow them. ~Con-

fult yourown Reafon coolly firft; examine your
own
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own Intereft and Neceflities, Their Paffons. and*
Partialities may miflead them, and they may miflead
you. Do by them as I defire you to do by me, and
by this Appeal ; weigh every Reafon which. eicher
they or I offer, and approve it or rejet it, juft as
1t correfponds, or does not correfpond with Truth
and your Interef¥, and with the general Intereft.

THis Scheme which I have endeavoured to de-
fend, appears exceeding reafonable to me, and of
exceeding Benefit to you; but do not take my
Word, where my Reafons fatisfy nor, neither take
the Word of fuch as decry it, only becaufe they
decry it. Examine, whether when a Shilling in the
Pound per dnnum is taken off your Eftates, with-
out a Farthing laid upon you or any Man, you are
not.a Shilling in the Pound the richer, or will not
be a Shilling in the Pound the poorer, if it be nok
taken off ? 53

‘Tuis is the fhort Iffue, and a very clear one:
Stick to it, nor {fuffer your felves to be puzzled
with dark and artful Calculations and Rants of Q-
" ratory. I t0o could apply to your Paffions,and per-

haps warm them; but I want no fuch Help, I
therefore ufe no glaring Colours nor Vehemence,
nor Expreffions fraught with Energy and Terror. I
am from my Soul convinced by the Reafons which
1 lay before you, and hope they will ferve for your
Conviction, if they be found. If they be not,

you will at leaft excufe me for my fincere and affec-
rionate Meaning. |
Lr cannot reafonably offend you to vindicate the
Meafures of the Miniftry, when your Good ap-
pears manife(t in fuch Meafures. Nor are you to
Judge of Minifters, by what rheir Enemies (when
“ithey have any fuch) fay of them. As there is of-
ten
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ten Caufe for oppofing Minifters, fo they ate of-
ten oppofed without Caufe, or for a wrong Caufe.
If they do fometimes wrongThings, their Ene-
- mies do fometimes fpighrful Things. If there be
Ambition on the one Side, there may be Emula-
tion or Revenge on the other ; and the Defire of
Power may animate Men, as well as the Pof-
feflion of Power. As ’tis to be hoped we have a-
mongft us many publick Spirits and Patriots, 1t 1s
not impoffible but there may be alfo fome falfe
Patriots, the Patriots of @ Party; a Charaer as
low and contemptible, “as the other is noble and
venerable. iy e

Even the Evil of Corruption, the Subject of
fo many fine Harangues, and of many very bad
ones, is too common and far fpread to be con-
" fined to Courts and Minifters, and to their Arts
only. Corruption often arifes from Party and
from Oppofition to Power, as.well as from Power
it {felf Even Treats and Hofpitalicy may cor-
rupt, as well as Money and Places ; nay the
want of a Place, may cCorrupt a Man, as much
as having a Place may. Popularity it felf, as
plaufible and well founding as it is, has proved
the Root and Means of much Corruption. - Who-
ever or whatever deceives the People, or en-
flames' them without juft Caufe and Provoca-
tion, corrupts them. Andthus the People have
been fometimes {0 corrupted, as to hate the beft
Minifters, ‘and the beft A&ions of Minifters.

Or fuch Ingratitude and ill Ufage for his high-
eft Merit and Services, Cicero juftly and warmly
complains, Pro Maximis meis in Remp. meritis Jup-
plicia miferrima & erudeliffima tuliffem. The

"Tribunes
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“Lribunes of the People corrupted the Romans as
effetually by feditious Laws and Harangues, by
flattering their Paffions, and incenfing them agaihﬂ:
~the Nobility, as afterwards Cefar did by Money.
And as this very Scheme is intended a5 2.Cure for
Corruption, publick and pernicious Corruption,
they who oppofe it for unjuft Ends, either of
Fattion or of Gain, are corrupt, and prote& Cor-
ruption ; 4nd all Arts ufed to incenfe the People
right or wrong againft it, are corrupt Arts, and
fuch as ufe them are the Authors of Cotruption,
As to the Writings againft it, fuch as I have
feen of them, are moft of them declamatory and
evafive, many  of them coarfe, paffionate, {curri-
lous, and all of them in my Opinion, inconclufive;
and little or nothing to the prefent Point. Their
Reafoning and Quotations about Impofitions in ge-
neral, are foreign and idle. Here is no Impofition
at all intended, though no Community can {ubfift
without {ome. That feveral of the Writings a-
gainft the Excife, are ingenious Petformances, I
readily own. ' But there are many others altogether
impotent, abfurd and brutal, Scolding and foul
Names on'any Side or Account cannot furely have
any Weight with you. Thefe are Weapons eafily
found in any Caufe, and generally abound in a bad
Caufe. A good one wants not, and therefore reje&s
all fuch frail and miferable Helps. Some of thefe
Authots are particularly fevere upon minifterial
Whitets, and the coarfe Titles of wretched Scribler,
Creatuie of Power, venal Wretch, mercenary Crew,
abandoned Hireling, wicked profligate Writer, &e.
are thrown about with great Freedom and Fury,

and applied without Diftin&ion; often at RandOFm- .
OR
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 ‘For my felf |T would much rather be {o abufcd,
“thancapable of fuch Abufe ; neither have I {ufer-
ed nor can I fuffer by it, fince it cannot pofiibly ex-

tend to me, as I know not what it is to bz a lifted

Writer. ' Let me only fay in Behalf of {fome others
(for Godforbid that I fhould concern my felf with,
much more defend all or moft of, any Side) that

this Praftice is as unfair as ’tis grofs. He who only

vindicates’ what he in his Heart approves, cannot

with any Propriety or Candour be called a Hireling ;

and ’tis full as jult to defend the Adminiftration,
where it ats juftly, asto cenfurc it where it a&sun-

Ju%ly
H1s I think no reafonable Man will deny; and
where there are very honourable Perfons, of the
- firft Chara&er, Dignityand Fortune, {peaking for,
and ‘concurring Wwith the Adminiftration in Parlia-
ment, why thouldit be bafzor mercenary to concur
with it, and write or {peak for it out of Parliament :
and why is fuch a Difference made for doing the
fame Thing ? Even fuchas writ for Hire, are not
more blameable than fuch as-plead for Hire, or, if
youpleafe, for Fees. And why fhould it bs more
fcandalousto take Money from a Minifter than from
a Bookfeller 2
- Petrhaps the“;’éi ate Wretches; Tgnorants, and Pro-
f;ifates that writee for a Miniftry, and how can 2
mifter help at Thdugh he want not them, they
want him. © It would however be unjuft to fay, that
fuch low and officious Sctiblers are confined to Mi-
nifters. * Are there not other Wretches, other Pro-
fligates, other Ignorants, alwaysready to draw their
dirty'Quills for the Enemics of the Miniftry too?
And both Sotts oftent do (5 without being employed
D or
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or asked by either. But though you employ them '
" not, and even deteft them whilft they are fo em-
ployed, ’tis not {o eafy to avoid giving them Money.
As there are worthy Men who {peak on both Sides,
why may not we fuppofe that worthy Men may
write on both Sides? The Majority of Writers on
cither Side, are certainly very contemptible Crea-
tures.

- You muft not therefore infer from hard Names
and Reproach, that the Miniftry, are without Gen-
tlemen of Parts and Honour to write for them, no
more than they want others to {peak for them. Some
fuch they have to my Knowledge, without Fee or
Reward, and fuch as would {corn the Offer of any.
Upon thofe who treat fuch Gentlemen as Skves
to.a Miniffry, it were ealy and equally juft to re-
turn the Chz;/%e of Slavery to a Paity, as {evere a
Slavery as a Man can go through in a free Country,
a Slavery which frequently obliges Men to approve
what they heartily condemn, and to condemn what
they heartily approve : Perhaps there are not a few
fuch upon the prefent Qccafion.

Sure Tamthat, upon this Occafion, there {eems
much more Ground for fpeaking, or if you will
Writing in' Behalf of the Mini&w, than there is
for doing it againft them. To remove or relieve
publick Burdens only by re&ifying publick Earrors,
aad curing publick Frauds, is in any Man or Mi-
nifter a glorious Defign; and the Minifter who .
neglefs it, when he can effe& i, is guilty of a
notable Breach of Truft. Isis therefore an enorm-
ous Hardfhip upon Minifters, and great Injuftice,
. to make it a Crime in them fo do what would be
an unpatdonable Crime in them to omit,

| Axp
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‘Hap the Miniftty been firft changed, and their
‘Succeflors had accomplifhed this great Proje&, may
we not prefume, that it would have been the Sub-
je& of much juft Boafting and Exultation, and of
‘much juft Reproach upon their Predece{lors for
negle&ingit? You would then probably have been
told, thatthe latter only ftudied to burden you, and
chat it was referved for their Succeflors to have the
Glory of relieving ‘you. As it is t00 ufual in this
- ‘World not fo much tore ard what is done, aswho

does it, and not to judge of Men by their A&ions,
butof the A&ions by the Men, it would be nothing
wonderful (though I hope it 1s not true ) that {fome
“fhould oppofe’ and decry this new Scheme only
through Fear of its adding to the Strength and
Security of the Adminiftration, by adding to their
Credit, and publick Efteem. They may therefore
" ftudy to defeat it; not becaufe it is for your Ad-
vantage, but becaufe it is for the Glory of the Ad-
miniftration.  You may recolle@& whether fuch a
Thing has never happered before ; and if 1t has,
whether it may not poffibly happen again, and how ¢
Has the Gratification of private Paflion never been
perferred to Publick Good? Or is_this often done
by Minifters only, and never by the Enemies of a
Miniftry 2 And has it never been a maxmm with
angry Men, and their Prafice, to prevent by all
Means thofe whom they ftrove to pull down, from
gaining Credit and Security, by doing worthy and
popular Things ? '
HE Smn%fthe whole is this; here 'is'an ap-
parent Benéfit intended for you, even the relieving
of “your' Eftates and adding to them, without taxing”
your Fellow Subjedts.  Are ‘not - the Authors ‘ot
. | {uch
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{uch a noble Benefq your Friends, and Friends to
their Country ; and are fuch as oppofe this noble
Benefit to the Publick, publick {pirited Men, or
Friends to the Publick in this Inftance 2 | 5 &
I Micur have added and enlarged upon feveral
collateral Advantages arifing from this S¢ eme, that
it will greatly advance Frade and encourage Traders,
by abolifhing or r_educing the Cuftoms, .fince no
great Sumsare to be prefently paid upon Importa-
tion, nor great Securities demanded, to the Increafe
of Bankrupts, and the utter Ruin. of Families:
"That it will revive and encourage the poor deftref-
fedand defpairing Planter, now: devoured by Agents
and expenfive Commiffions, by putting an End to
fuch” heavy Commiffions- and Agencies: That it
* will alfo put an End to much Pexjury, Cotruption
and Difhonefty; both in Meschants and Cuftom-
houfe Officers, who are both under great Temp-
-tations that way, and I fear do nor always refift fuch
Temptations: Thatdr will deftroy, at leaft leflen,
the vile ‘Trade of Smuglers, and conf; equently fave
the publick. Revenue: Thar it will in .a good
Meafure fecure Wine from the abominable Mixturey
and Brewings {o long, and ¥ doubt fo pernicioufly
pratifed, wach many other Advam?es, which for,
Want of Time Ileave to others to pecify and ex-
lain, ¢ | :
> L Concrune therefore with obfenving, that the
Clamour from the Shopkeepers and Inholders in
Countty Towns againft Excifing Tobaccoand Wine,
and againft, Exci emens coming into their Houfes,
15 exceeding abfurd, and even ridiculous, fince all.
thefe. Shopkeepers, or moft of them, already fell
"Lea and Coffee; aud all thofe Innhelders fell Beue:l
for |
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and Ale, and confequently are both already daily
vifited by the Officers of Excife. - But in juftice to
thefe Clamourers I muft own, that I doubt ‘whether
their Clamour proceeded originally from themfelves,

and from their own Judgment and Refentments.

1 am,
GE.NTL'EMENI,
Witk gﬂat Truth and Zeal,
Your wmoft faithful

and affelionate Servamt, &c.

BN 1t
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Juft publifhed, by the Printer'
| hereof.

CHILLES. AnOpera. As itisperform’d at the
Theatre-Royal in Covent-Garden. .
' deceperat ommes '
(In quibus Ajacem) fumpte fallacia veffis.
Ovid. Metam. Lib, 13-
Naturam expellas furcd licet, ufque vecurrit. Hor.
Woritten by the late Mr. Gay.

HE firft Satire of the fecond Book of Horace, imi-
tated, in a Dialogue between Alexander Pope, of
T wickenbam in Com. Mid. Efq; on the one Part, and his

Learned Council on the other.
Scilicet Uni Equus Vivtuti atq; ejus Amicis,  Horat.

HE Ufe of RICHES. An EPISTLE to the
Right Honourable 4llen Lord Bathurff. By Mr.

Pope.

HE Queftion about Eating of Blood, Stated and
Examined ; in Anfwer to two Diflertations in a
Book cntitlcd,. Revelation examined with Candour.

TOWE, the Gardens of the Right Honourable R#-
chard Liord Vifcount Cobbam. Addre(s’d to Mr.

Pope,

Devenere locus latos, & ameena Vireta .
Fortunatorum nemovam, fedefque beatas, ~ Virg,

To which is added, TASTE, a Poem, by Mr. Pope:
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