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P R E F A C E .

greatefi Weight ; for Jlnce 'tis highly 
probable, the Treaties we have cn~ 
tred into for maintaining the Peace 
o f  Chriftendom, w ill necejftate usto 
engage in the War, which is now 
ready to break out on the Continent, 
fhould it be our ill Fortune to have 
a H oyfe o f Commons who would 
begin their Deliberations with Im­
peachments, and value themfelves 
upon forming Schemes in Oppofu 
tim to the prefent M iniftry, the

M O N G S T  many other 
pregnant Reafons for 
continuing the prefent 
Parliament, ’ till the 
‘Prejudices and Spleen

with which the Nation is now ac­
tuated, abate ; the unfteady Condition 
of the Affairs of Eli rope is of the
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f .
1 fhall convince the judicious, fober, and- 
well-meaning Part o f the Nation, that 
nothing can be more dangerous" to their*" 
Safety and Welfare than a new Election 
during the prefent Humour, or rather 
Phrenzy, that has fpread itfelf on all 
Sides : And that their Liberties can never 
be depofited in better Hands than thofe o f  
their prefent Reprefentativeg, who have 
given fuch undeniable Teftimonies o f 
their Wifdom and Regard for the W el­
fare of their Country, by their fteady 
Conduft during the Space of fix Years* 
by. the great Number of good and falu- 
tary Laws made in that Time, for re- 
dreffing the Grievances of the Law  } ex­
tending and encouraging Commerce, and
relieving the Unfortunate.

-i ; : . v." •

There is nothing that wife Men ihould 
guard againft with more Afiiduity than 
P ajfwn ; which the Philofopher call’d, 
The Storm or Hurricane o f  the SouIy

and
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and juftly too, iince it drives Reafon 
from the Helm o f  Government, and 
hurries her away by its Violence and 
Impetuofity. I am not entering in this 
Place,upon a Phyfical Diff'ertation, on the 
Nature or various Éft'eds o f the Pajfions j 
but this may be affirmed in general, that 
they are Enemies to all prudent and ra­
tional Deliberations, and that whenever 
they bear the Sw ay, and are predomi' 
nant, it is impoilible to comprehend or 
form a right Judgment o f Things : But o f 
all the Perturbations to which the Soul is 
obnoxious, Anger and Revenge fecm to 
be the moil precipitate and unmanage­
able.

Various have been the Expedients con­
trived b y  feveral celebrated Perfonages o f 
A ntiquity, for poftponing Affairs o f Inr 
portance while they were agitated w ith  
Anger  ̂ amongft whom we may 
reckon two renowned Roman Emperors,

B Auguftvs
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Augujlus and Theódofius, and the Divine 
Plato, who would not even chaftife his 
Slaves while he felt any Emotions of 
Anger -, and though it may be objeded, 
that a Parallel cannot be attempted be­
tween theCondud of Individuals and Na­
tions, or Communities on this Head, I 
am under no fmall Concern when I re­
flect upon a Number of recent Example?, 
which may convince any one that Na­
tions may be delirious as well as Indivi­
duals. Since it is allowed that none are 
fo fit to be truiled with Power, as thofe 
who have exercifed it with Equity and
Candour, it will be no Paradox to lay,N \
T hat no Parliament ever deferved to be 
continued more than the prefent, fince 
none ever deferved fo well of the Sub­
ject: : but as nothing is fo eaiily forgot as 
good Oiiiccs, cfpecially when Spleen and 
Refentment poftefs our Hearts, I’ll beg 
leave to enumerate fome of the many glo­
rious Laws paifed by this Parliament, 
and thafwith all poflible Brevity. The
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The. Act for relief o f  Infolvent Deb­

tors, which paffed in their Second Sef- 
fion, muil be diitinguilhed from all 
others of that Kind j for all precedent 
Laws for relief of fuch unhappy People, 
extended no further than 100/. but this 
difchargedall Prifoners who were confin’d 
for any Sums not exceeding 500 /. and to 
demonftrate their uncommon Sentiment^ 
of Huminity and Care of thofc unfortu­
nate Subjects, whom m’ rcilefs Creditors 
had bmiilied to Foreign Countries, there 
was aC liu fe  in the fame Act, whereby 
they were enabled to return to their 
native Country -7 nor could any thing 
be more prudent or humane than that 
Proviiion, fmce it brought back great 

Numbers o f our Countrymen from di- 
itant Kingdoms, where fome were itar- 
ving, and others engaged in foreign M a­
nufactories, to the great Lofs and R e ­
proach of the Nation.

But



But the Companion of the Parliament 
proceeded farther than the Difcharging 
filch as were already periiliing in Goals 
in all Parts o f  the Kingdom j for in the 
fame Sefiion, another A il paffed for pre­
vent ng the Imprifonment of fuch as 
ow’d no Sum exceeding ico  /. on deli­
vering up their Effects j and was intend­
ed for the Advantage of thofe who could 
not be in titled to the Benefit o f the Bank­
rupt A8 : For before that Law, an un­
happy Debtor, who was not coniiderable 
enough to have a Statute taken out a- 
gainft him, mufl be a Prifoner for Life, 
or at leaft ’ till an Aft paffed for Insol­
vent Debtors -, but, Thanks to the pre- 
fent Parliament, a Debtor for any Sum 
under 100/. has now a Right to be dif- 
charged -, or in Cafe a mercy lefs Credi­
tor does not think fit to comply with the 
Meaning of that L aw , he is obliged to 
allow the Debtor Subfiilance ; which, 
though very common in other Countries,

wasv. i ^
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was not known in England before*, and 
Experience has proved the great Benefit 
o f  that A ft, fince it has prevented the 
Imprifonment of great Numbers of poor 
jnduftrious People, who muft otherwiíé 
have been ftarv’d through Cold or H un­
ger, in loathfome Goals, only to gratify 
theHumour or Caprice o f cruel Creditors} 
and this has been the Source whence 
we muft derive the furprizing Encreafe 
o f  the Poor, and confequently that o f  
the Poors Rate through all the Kingdom - 
for when labouring People (w ho have 
generally Wives and Children) happen 
to be confined, and confequently difabled 
from any Means o f  fupporting their Fa­
milies, they mu ft inevitably become a 
Barden upon the Pariihes, which ar§ 
bound to fapport them.

The
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The fame excellent Law  provides a. 

juft and neceiTary Defence againft the 
Inhumanity and Rapacioufnefs of Bùhffs 
and their Utidsr-Sùrops, who under Co- 
dour of Juftice opprefled the Subject with 
exorbitant Fees, and Impoiitionsj but all 
thofe Evils are remedied by that Law , 
which likewife compels thofe Beafls o f  
Prey, under fevere Penalties, to treat the 
unhappy Perfons who fall into their 
Hands with Humanity ; whereas, it is 
ivell known, that it had been their Cu- 
ftom \o exercife all manner of Cruelty 
towards their Prifoners in cafe they re- 
fufed to comply with their extravagant 
Demands.

W e can never enough applaud ano­
ther wholefome L aw  made by the pre­
lent Parliament, for regulating Attornies 
and Sollicitors, who by their Numbers 
and Intereft were become one o f the 
greateft Grievances of the State, iince,

before
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before that Act, any one might aiTurae 
the Character and Office o f  an Attornyt 
though never fo much a Stranger to the 
Practice nay, it is well known, that 
feveral had afted in that Station, who 
were fo remarkably illiterate, that they 
could not even read Engltjh. It is eafy 
to imagine then with what Prudence and 
Succcfs their Clients Affairs muft be 
condu&cd : But *tis furprizing that the 
Judges had never contrived any Method 
for preventing fuch pernicious Vrattieesy 
o f which there were frequent Complaints, 
fince their Commiilions authorized them 
to do it : But the Work, it feems, was 
refervM for the prêtent Parliament, who, 
b y  that excellent L aw , preferv’d the 
Subjeft from the Attempts o f  the Ig­
norant, and the Oppreihon o f  others $ 
for now, none can aft as Attornies w ith­
out a ftrift Examination, as well w ith  
regard to their Morals as Abilities : And 
to guard the Subjeft againft exorbitant

De-



Demands, there is a Provifion in the A d , 
That, in cafe Bills o f  Co fis jhall happen 
to be reduced one fixth Part on the Tax- 
ation, the PraBïcer lofes the Whole • 
whereas, nothing was fo common with 
the Gentlemen o f  that Occupation, as to 
load their Clients with ten Times more 
Charges than were really and bona fide 
due, which feveral unhappy People 
were obliged to comply with, to pre. 
vent Imprifonment, or the Refentment 
of their Attornies.

Were it poffible that any Thing could 
excel the L aw  I have now mentioned, 
it muft be that which requires all 
legal Proceedings to be in Englijh  ̂ and 
it may be af&rmed, That no Law  iince 
the Conqueft can tend more towards pre- 
ferving the Lives and Eftates of the 
Subjed,againft the idle and trfling N i­
ceties o f  the L aw  it felf, and the Snares 
and Cunning o f  the Pradicers who fre­

quently
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quently formed all their Hopes o f Sue- 
cefs upon the Ignorance or Supinefs o f  
their Adverfaries. ’ l i s  almoft impofii- 
ble to inumerate the Benefits of that A d i  
now a M in  has no Occafion to travel 

feveral Miles from his Bufinefs or Oc­
cupation, in Order to have a Writ or 
Procefs (w ith  w h ich  he may be ferved) 
explained by an Attorny -, for there is no 
Perfon, who has common Underftand- 
ing, and whofe Education m ay extend 
no farther than reading Englifb, but may 
comprehend the Purport o f any brocefs 

or W rit,

’ T is incredible to conceive the M if- 
chief to which, not only the Ignorant, 
but even People o f Education and L i ­
terature were frequently expofed on this 
Account*, for as both were equally 
incapable o f reading thefe Proceffes, (be­
ing writ in Charafters only known to 
the Praftitioners) and as nothing is more

C f'C-
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terrible to the People of England than
Law-Suits, fume who were^doubtful o£ 
the Sincerity of their Country-Attornies 
repaired to London, with the utmoft 
Expedition, on thefe Occaiions, in O r­
der to receive better Information, tho1 
it was found in the End that there’ were 
no reaí Grounds for ail their Appré­
hendons and Fears j fuch is the Terroi- 
o f the L aw  amongft all Ranks of People, 
and efpecially, when Things are aggra­
vated by the Artifices of wicked and de- 
figning'Men ; by which great Numbers 
o f induitrious People have been frequent­
ly  undone, not only on Account o f the 
Expences that muft neceffarily attend 
fuch Journies, but Iikewife the Negleft 
o f their Domeftick Affairs.

The fame L a w  provides againft the 
Defeds which crept into the Law  itfelf 
or atleaft the Pra&ice ; and it is indeed* 
almoft incredible, that legal Pro­

ceedings

Í
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cee dings, grounded upon T ruth  and 
Juftice, ihould be rendred ineffectual on 
Account of mif-fpelling a Word, or 
any other trifling Miftake with regard 
to Names or Times j ’ tis I fay, almoft in­
credible, that Omiifions o f  that kind 
ihould vacate any legal Proceeding yet 

the Practice was fuch? and could not be 
remedied without L aw , for which the 
Nation is highly indebted to the pre­

fent Parliament.

T o  purfue the Order o f T im e? I w ill 
in the next Place take notice o f  another 
L a w  that rnuffc ever be remember’d 
in all Ages, by thofe who have any Sen­
timents o f Compafllon or Pity , ’ tis that 
memorable Act for  Régulation o f  the 
ileet-Prifon , which may in fome mea- 
fure be call d, a Prifon o f E ife for all un- 
h.ippy Debtors in the Kingdom, fince 
they may be removed thither from any 
oth&r Prifun» The Cruelties exercifed

C  2
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» b y  the Wardens and Officers o f that 
Place are itill freih in every one’s Me­
mory.

It would however be Injuftice to the 
Houfe of Commons, to pafs over in Si­
lence their unparallel’dCare in appointing 
a Committee to infpect all the Goals 
and Priions in and about this C ity , 
which they performed with the greateft 
Exa&nefsand C are} and as the Enquiry 
itfelf was highly neceffary, tor preventing 
the Barbarity of Goalers and their Offi­
cers, fo I may fay there is not in Hiftory 
anylnftance where Men of equal Rank 
with the Lords and Gentlemen, who 
compofed that Committee, condefcend- 
ed to fubmit to fo many Inconveniencies 
as occurr'd in that Affair ; to fee G en­
tlemen o f Condition bleís’d with the 
©reatefl Affluence, ccndefcend, I fay, ço 
Vi fit loathfome Places, where they couid 
{ee nothing that was not offenfive to the

1 • ' 1 • ; ’ ’ S igh t,
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gight, nor hear any thing but the Cries 
and Groans o f  their unhappy Fellow- 
Subjects, languiihing w ith  W ant and 
Infirmities, naked and miferable.
I

B ut thofe Gentlemen did not think it 
enough to take a bare or tranfitory V iew  
o f thofe hideous Places, no, they con­
tinued their Meetings ’ till they had re­
ceived full Information o f all the Wrongs 
and Injuries o f  the unhappy Prifoners„ 
ISIor mnft I forget the juft and neceifary 
Profecutions carried on by thofe Gentle­
men, or at leail b y  their Dire&ions, a- 
gainil fome renowned G oalersj and 
though it was their Fortune to efcape 
Puniihment, yet I am perfuaded that 
Profecution w ill ever deterr all other 
Goalers from murdering or oppreííing 
the unhappy Wretches who may fall 
into their Hands-, and that th e  Condud 
o f both Houfes in the whole Courfe 
o f  that Affairs w ill  likewife prevent

the
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the Countenance given to Coalers b y  
thofe who are in high Stations, who to 
their eternal Reproach, were but ’too 

inclinable to fupport their Iniquities, 
ior Reafons too obvious.

T he great Care of the prefent Par- 
lament for the Liberty o f  the Subject 

cannot be more confpicuous than in per­
petuating the A d  for preventing frivolous 
and vexatious Arrejis 5 which effectually 
iecures us againft the Defigns o f cunning
A  tt or mes, or malicious Neighbours ; and 
though we always valued oui-feives up­
on our i- reedom more than any other 
Ration, yet ’tis certain, that before that 
A d ,  no Peoples Liberty in the World

was more precarious than ours, finceany
one migtu taiîe it away at Pleafure 

.under Pretence of Debt, tho’ in truth 
tiiere had been nothing due, nor any 
otner Foundation for fuch Violence but 
opleen or M alice,fwhich often proved

fatal



fatal to many fairTraders ; for as nothing 
is more nice or delicate than Credit, fo 
xvhen a Man in Trade happened to bêar- 
reiled by a malicious or envious N eigh­
bour, his Creditors, without Enquiry 
into the Merits or T ruth  o f  the Pro­
ceedings, loaded the unhappy Debtor 
w ith  all their Demands } and there are 
numberlefs Inftances o f  feveral honeft 
M en who have been ruined by  f uch 
ihameful Practices, at the fame Tim e they 
were poiTefs’d o f  EfFefts enough to dif- 
charge their Debts.

N othing can give a ftronger Teftim ony 
o f the Vigilance and Care o f  the prefent 
Houfe o f Commons, for the Lives and 
Liberties o f  the People, than the inefti- 

mable L a w  for regulating Juries^ w hich 
cannot appear in a proper L igh t w ith ­
out coniidering the Danger to which 
they were before expofed ; for it was in
the P o w ero f a corrupt S h e r iffs  irapa„ nel

fuch
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fuch Jurors as he had Reafon to think 
would favour the Caufe he had efpoufed^ 
but by this falutary and equal Law , the 
N  imes o f all the Freeholders in the re- 
fpe&ive Pariihes, Hundreds, & c. out of 
which the Sheriff is to itrike the Jury, 
are to be put into Boxes, and the Parties 
have a Right to draw twelve indifferent­
ly  *, fo that the abominable and wicked 
Pra&ice of packing Juries is at an End, 
which ought to be looked upon as a Ge­
neral Blefiing to the whole Nation.

T h e  A f t  for  preventing Bribery and 
Corruption in the Election o f  Members o f  
'Parliament, is another iignal Proof of 
the Uprightnefs and Candour o f  the 
prefent Houfe of Commons, who be­
ing well apprized that the Prefervation 
o f  the Peoples Liberty depends entirely 
upon a proper Choice of Reprefentatives, 
have by that Law  reftrained the ihame- 

ful Methods which were but too often
Pra*
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pra&ifed upon EleBions j for the Cor­
rupter as well as the Corrupted, are, on 
Convi& ion, put under the greateft In­
capacities : And it muft be obferved 
befides, to the Honour o f  the pre­
fent Houfe o f  Commons, that this is 
the firft Inftance fincc the Conqueíl» 
where \ any Houfe o f  Commons con- 
defcended to have any Queftion re­
lating to the Ele&ion o f  their Mem­
bers try’d b y  a Jury o f  twelve Men ; 
which is a Glorious Proof of their In­
tegrity and Candour.

T o  this I muft fubjoin the Law s 
paifed againil thofe crying Evils, Per­
jury and Forgery, under w hich the 
Nation has labour’d for fome Ages, 
the Levity  ol the Punifhments in thofe 
Cafes encouraging Offenders } but that 
D efed is now fupplied, for the firit 
is puniihable w ith  Imprifonment for 
feven Years, befides other Penalties,

D  and
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and the other is made a Capital 
Crime.

L et us now caü our Eyes upon 
the Vigilance and Penetration of the 
prefent Houfe o f Commons, in ex­
amining the Conduit of fome Offen­
ders, who looked upon themfelves to 
be (helter’d from Danger, by their 
Wealth and Figure in the W o rld } 
but they have been convinced that 
nothing could fecure them againfl: the 
Refentments and Cenfure o f a Britifi 
Houfe o f Commons, who abhor all 
i'rauds, o f which we have evident 
Proofs, in the late Enquiry into the 
Contrivances and Management of fome 
o f the Commiffioners for Forfeitures, 
with refped to the Sale of the late 
Earl o f Derwentwaters Eftate.

T o
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T o  this I muft naturally fubjoin 

the Iniquity of the Dire&ors of the 
Charitable Corporation, and the Tork- 
Buildings Company, in difcovering 
whereof, the Commons have given 
the moil undeniable Teilimonies of 
their Sagacity and Candour, and likc- 
wife their Tendernefs and Humanity 
in finding Expedients for relieving the 

unhappy Sufferers.

L et us now coniider the many good 
Laws that have patted for mending 
Highways, than which nothing can be 
o f more univerfal Ufe to the whole 
Kingdom : Performances o f that kind 
were fo highly efteemM amongft the 
Romans, that Medals were generally 
ftruck to tranfmit the grateful A c­
knowledgment of the People, for the 
Benefits received by fuch publick A d s  
o f Beneficence.

0 3 T
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T he Laws for making Rivers navi- 
g.ible, deferve no lefs Applaufe, fince, 
by that means, the Highways w ill 
be preferved, and Carriage of Goods 
become cheaper and more expediti­
ous.

M any Law s have likewife paffed 
for fecuring or extending Commerce, 
amongft which I rauft mention that 
relating to the Sugar Trade, (which 
has for fome Years been in a de­
caying State) and preventing the Run* 
ning o f  Wool,

T h e Setling the Fees of the Civil 
and Ecclefiajlical Courts in the King­
dom, will be of the greateft Benefit to 
all Ranks of People -, for could any 
Thing be fo melancholy, as to fee 
the. Subject 'ruined - by new and e x ­
orbitant Fees and Demands, which had 
?so other Foundaÿo(| than the W ill

and
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and Pleafure o f  thofe who prefided in 
publick Offices ; and tho’ it may per­
haps be objected, that the Settling 
thefe Fees is a Royal A tt, yet it mull 
be acknowledged that it owes its Rife 
to the AddreiTes of the prefent Houfe 

o f  Commons.

T h e  A f t  lately paiTed for ferving 
Procefs out o f  Chancery, is the firft 
o f  that kind that was ever attempted, 
and I am perfuaded it w ill  appear, up­
on Examination, that it was h igh ly  ne- 
ceffary, confidering that as the Pradice o f  
the Courts o f E quity  ftood before, there 
was no Method o f  proceeding againil 
a Perfon who was a Prifoner who ab« 
fconded, or left the Kingdom, whereby 
Juftice was eluded and made a Jeft, 
and Suits in E qu ity  continued to an 
unreasonable L ength   ̂ but all rhofe 
Mifchiefs are now remedied by this 

A d ,  o f  w h ich  great Numbers have
already
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already reaped the Benefit. But it 
would be an endlefs Task to enume­
rate the many excellent Laws made 
b y  the prefent Parliament for pro­
moting and fecuring Trade, relieving 
the DiftreiTed and Unfortunate, puniih- 
ing great Offendors, and remedying the 
Defeds or Abufes o f  the L a w j fo 
that I think proper to conclude this 
Topick, with mentioning the L a w  
paifed lafl Seflion in favour p f the 
Citizens of London, by which no 
Caufe can be removed to the Courts 
at Wejlminjler, from any Court of Re­
cord in the City, where the Debt or 
Damage does not exceed T w en ty  
Pounds, which w ill prove highly ad- 
vantaegous to honeft and well-mean­
ing Citizens, who frequently chofe ra­
ther to lofe a fmall Debt than purfue 
it through the whole Circuit of the 
L a w  ; nay, fometimes even to the
Houfe o f  Lords. Andj as this A $

will
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w ill be o f infinite Advantage to the 
Citizens, *tis hoped they w ill al­
w ays remember the Makers w ith  
Sentiments o f  Gratitude and Acknow ­

ledgment.

Having now concluded what I had 
to offer w ith regard to the great 
Number o f  good and M u tary  L aw s 
made by the prefent Parliament, in 
the Space of fix Years, it w ill be 
proper in the next Place to confi- 
der,

ift, Whether the Peoples Rights 
and Liberties can be depofited w ith  
more faithful and vigilant Guardians 
than thofe w ho have already given 
them fuch fignal and continued Proofs 
o f  their Care and Tendernefs on all/ w
Occaiions ? '

idly,
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adly* W hether a Choice o f Re- 

prefentatives o f a different Caft from 
the prefent Houfe o f Commons, may 
not be attended with the moil per­
nicious and dangerous Confequen- 
ces ?

Though there is the greateft Rea” 
fon to believe, that i f  the Peo­
ple would refled w ith  Temper and 
Candour upon the Merit and 
Services of their prefent Represen­
tatives, they would make Choice of 
them again in cafe of a new Elec­
tion, in fpite o f all the frightful 
Pidures that have been made of 
the Excife Scheme, yet 1 am entire­
ly  o f  Opinion, it would be much 
more for their Advantage to have 
the prefent Parliament continued, than 
to have another called, while fuch a 
Spirit o f Refentment and Fury is fo 
predominant j and there is no doubt,
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but they would one D ay or other 
look upon it as a publick Blefiing, 
whatever Sentiments they may have 
at preient. _

How happy has it often been for 
private Perfons and Families to be 
put fometimes under Reftraint, and 
difabled from indulging the Exeifes 
which they muft otherwife have fallen 
into during the Violence of fome rage- 
ing Pallions ? For the Truth whereof
I appeal to every one’s Experience from 
his Domeftick Affairs  ̂ and as the firft 
Plan of Government was taken from 
the Example and Conduct of Fami­
lies, fo is it very certain that both 
are equally obnoxious to the fame 
Pallions and Diforders.

One of the chief Arguments for
the Continuance of the firfl: Parlia­
ment o f  the late Reign, was taken 
from the tumultuous and unfcttled 
Condition of Peoples Minds j and 
no doubt, but feveral who then look­
ed upon that Step as an Evaiion o f  
their Liberties, were afterwards of 
contrary Sentiments, fince a new E- 
le&ion would certainly have ftirred 
up freih Animofities, " w hile Peoples

E  Minds
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Minds were wavering and unequal $ 
whereas, by that prudent Conduct 
of the Legislature, the Nation had 
Tim e to cool, which alone preferved 
them -, for as the Roman Orator juftly 
obferves, Time frequently effects ivhat 
Reafon cannot, whcih daily Experience 
confirms inthe Courfe of private Affairs j 
and whatever Clamours and Noife may 
be raifed on Occafions of that kind, 
there is no doubt but the Legisla­
ture ever had, and ought to have 
the Power of repealing, altering, or 
mending any Laws orConftitutions,when 
the Neceffitiesof the State require it 

Plato tells us in his Common Wealth, 
upon a Topick o f this kind, “  That 
“  Governours Should imitate a good 
“  Phyfician, who Sometimes forces the 
tc Sick to take Medicines, which* 
“  though very difagreeable for the 
“  prefent, yet fave them in the End,”  
and Experience has fince effectually 
proved, That the imaginary Dangers 
and Mifchiefs, apprehended from the 
Alteration made in the A il for trt\ 
annual Parliament, were meer Phantoms, 
invented for no other end but to 
alarm weak and ignorant People, fince
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it was not attended with the lead; 
Inconveniences to the Peoples Rights 
or Liberties ; o f which they were 
fo throughly convinced, that all, or 
moil o f the fame Members were re­
turned in the fucceeding Parliaments, 
which certainly would not have 
been the Cafe had the Eledors looked 
upon the Alteration made in that 
A d , as an Invaiion o f  their Rights.

But let us now refled upon the 
Confequences o f  diifolving the pre- 
fent Parliament, and fuppofe, for A r ­
gument fake, a new Eledion o f  Re- 
prefentatives, w ho w ill aft in dia­
metrical Oppoiition to the Condud and 
Meafures o f the prefent Houfe of Com­
mons; what a gloomy and difrnal Profpjed 
does fuch a Supposition create ? what Con- 
fufion and Diforder mud naturally fol­
low Inilead o f deliberating or confulting 
about falutary Law s, we ihall hear 
o f nothing but male Adminiftration, 
Impeachments, Commiflions o f  A c­
counts, fccret Committees, d v ,  tho’ 
it is but too notorious, that Pro­
ceedings o f  that cafl never produce 
any thing but Noife and Tum ults, 
being rather grounded upon Refent-

E  3 rnent
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ment and Spleen, than a fincere 
Defire of puniihing Offenders.

But the great Mifchiefs to be ap­
prehended from a new Houfe of 
Commons, which might ad in Oppofi- 
tion to the prefent,would be a Change 
of that able Statefman, who by his 
Prudence and Refolution, has for many 
Years preferved the Peace and Tranquili- 
ty o f  Europe, amidft the greateil Dangers, 
and though his Management has often 
been reprefented as injurious to the 
Honour and Commerce of the King­
dom, with regard to fome Piracies
and Depredations of the Spaniards 
in America -, yet Vis certain, that 
one Year’s War would be infinitely
more fevere and prejudicial to us 
than all the Injuries and Loifes 
that are pretended to have been re­
ceived from that Quarter for ten 
Years la ft pift

It imrft be allowed that there has 
been Foundation enough for Com­
plaints of that kind, but it muft
be confidered at the fame Time, that 
our Loifes have been magnified be­
yond mcafure, and the true Caufe of 
thofe Captures unfairly reprefented j
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for no Diftin&ion was ever made 
between the Cafe o f  Ships detain J  
or plunder'd by Sptwijh Pirates, and 
fuch as were taken or fuizcd for 
carrying on an illicit or contrübond 
Trade to Campeachy-Bay, or other 
Parts o f  the Spanifb W eft-Indies, 
where no Foreigners are allowed 
to traffick under pain of Confifca- 
tion or Death -, on the contrary, 
both were jumbled together, in order 
to aggravate the Supinefs or Indo­
lence o f  the M iniftry, who have on 
all Occafions taken the molt pru­
dent Meafures to procure Satisfaction 
from the King o f Spain, for all 
Injuries received by fair Traders, 
for which end feveral Remonftrances 
have been made to the Spanifr 
Court, and Commiffioners have lately 
been nominated in order to adjuit 
all lawful Demands on that Head.

But to obviate the unreafonable 
Cries o f  thofe who pretended that 
the Depredations o f the Spaniards 
were pointed at the Englijh only, 
3tis notorious that the Dutch and even 
the French, who are regarded b y  
the Spaniards as Gens-ami.ciJJima, were

treated



(  38 )
treated with the fame Severity, when 
their Ships were taken in carrying 
on contraband Trade. 9

On the whole, it was impoffibie 
for the Miniftry to have applied any 
other Expedients than thofe I have 
mentioned, without engaging in a War, 
which would no doubt be attended 
w ith  dangerous Confequences, i f  we 
confider the prefent Situation of the 
Spanijlj Affairs, which are in a very 
flourilhing Condition, as well by Sea 
as by Land -, and I am thoroughly 
perfuaded, i f  thofe fanguine or whitn- 
fical Politicians, who fo often cry’d out 
fora War againftS^m, would give them- 
felves a little time to compare the prefent 
State of Spain with that in which it ap­
pear’d thro’ the whole Courfe of the la ft 
War, they muil own that it would be very 
dangerous to quarrel with that Kingdom 
without the mod urgent Neceflity. In the 
iaftWar wiùiFrance^ûs known tha tSpain 
was an Incumbrance and Weight upon 
that Kingdom, having neither Armies nor 
Fleets, and which was ftill worfe being 
without Council or Management-, but 
during the few Years Cardinal Albaronï 
was at. the Head of the Spanijh Affairs, he
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eítablifhed fuch excellent Order and CE- 
conomy in all the Branches oftheGovern- 
menr, that we havefeen theS/w ^ n/r car­
rying on a fuccefsfulW2r againft the Em­
peror in Sicily, and at the fame time fend- . 
ing a formidable A rm y to oppofe that o f  
France in Navar, and a confiderable A r­
mament for invading England   ̂ ’ tis true, 
the Succefs did not anfwer their Expecta­
tions,butthis may however be concluded, 
that no power in Europe except France a- 
lone could have made fuch formadable E f­
forts as Spain did in the Year 1719, and 
(he is now much more potent, as well in 
her Sea as Land Forces j furely it would 
then have been madnefs to engage againfl. 
her, without the moil cogent Reafons, e- 
fpecially i f  weconfider theUnion between 
the two Kingdoms, fo that declaringWar 
againilSpain would certainly involve us 
in one with France, w hich would, no 
doubt, produce more fatal Confequences 
than can well be imagined, i f  we refleil 
upon our prefent load o f  Debts, and fome 
other Reafons, and I am perfuaded the 
old Maxim in Politicks, That the worfl 
Peace is preferable to the befl TVart w ill  
ever be found true in Pra&ice.

Should it then be our Fate to have a 
hot-headed Houfe of Commons, w ho 
would breathe nothing but Revenge, and

that
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that it might be thought proper to facri- 
iice fome of the Minifters to their Fury, 
and change others, what a Catailrophe 
muft that produce ! L et us then repre- 
fent nothing to ourfelves but Addrefles 
for removing Minifters, Scaffolds and im­
peachments, Wejlmmfier-Hall crowded 
with lawlefs and armed Mobs, Horror 
and Confufion ; the publick Service ne­
glected, the Kingdom engaged in a War, 
a Conteft between Lords and Commons, 
and, in a Word, nothing bat Tumults 
and Infurreótions.

This w ill certainly be the natural Con- 
fequence of Electing a new Houfe o f 
Commons, who may purfue Meafures 
oppoiite to thofe o f the prefent Admini- 
llrationj but fhould Affairs continue in 
the happy Difpoiition wherein we now 
fee them, when a perfed Harmony fub- 
fifts between all the Branches, as well of 
the Legiflative as Executive Powers-, 
when K I N G ,  Lords, and Commons are 
in the ftriiteft Union and Concord, when 
all Efforts are made for extending Trade, 
redrefling Grievances,paying off the Pub­
lick Debts, fupplying the Defeats o f the 
L aw , and reforming the Exorbitances o f 
Lawyers; we have the faireft Profpect of 

( being the-Envy of our Neighbours, and 
the moft flouriihing Nation in the World.

3 ' ' F I N I  S.


