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SISl pregnant  Reafons for
b (| continuing the prefent
Parliament, ’i:ll the
— . Prejudices.and Spleen
with which the Nation is now ac-
tuated, abate 5 the unfteadyCondition
of the Affaws of Enrope is of the
greatefi Weight ; for fince ’tss bighly
probable,  the 1reaties we have en-
tred anto for maintaming the Peace
of Chrifteadom, wi/l neceffitate usto
engage 1 tlge,War, whieh is now
ready to break out on the Continent,
foould 1t.be aur ill Fortane 1o bave
e Houfe of Commons <wbs would
begin therr Deliberations awith Im.
peachments, and value them/elves
upon forming. Schemes in Oppof-
tton _to the prefent Miniftry, sh,
L T Confe. -




- their prefent Reprefentativi

187y

I {hall convince the. wd:em,g%u;m&g

‘well- -meaning Part of the Nh‘b\aﬂ G
‘nothing can-be ‘more darrg&ms‘to their

Safety and Welfare than a new Ele&ion

during the prefent Humour, or fathier
Phrenzy, that has fpread itfelf on all
Sides : And that their Ltbertles can.never
be depofited in better Hands*that thofe of

given fuch undeniable T fhnames of

their Wﬂ'dom and Regard E)r the Wel-

fare of their Country, b)f their fteady
Conduét during the, Space of fix Years,
by the great Number of good and falu.
tary- Laws made in that Time, for re-
drefling the dl;;ey'ances of the Law ; ex-

tending and encouragmg Commerce, and
Iehewng the Unfortunate

“There ts’ncrthmg that wife Men {hould"
guard agamﬂ: with more Affiduity than'
Paffion 5 which the Philofopher call’d'
Tl:e Starm or H*urrzmne of the Souly’

and
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and juftly too, fince it drives Reafon
from the Helm of Government, and
hurries her away by its Violence an
Impetuofity. 1 am not entering in this
Place,upon a Phyfical Differtation, on the
Nature or various Effccts of the Paffions
but this may be affirmed in general, thas
they are Enemies to all prudent and ra-
tional Deliberations, and that whenever
they bear the Sway, and arg predomi-
nant, it is impoflible to comprehend or
form a right Judgment of Things: But of
all the Perturbations to which the Soul 1s
obnoxious, dnger _and. Rwenge {fecm to
be the moft precipitate and unmanage-
able. '

~ Various have beenthe Expedients con-
trived by feveral celebrated Per{onages of
Antiquity, for poftponing Affairs of Im-
portance while they were agitated with
Anger 3 amonglt whom we may
reckon two renowned Roman Emperors,

B Auguflus
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Auguﬂm and Tbeadof us, and the Dw‘iné
Plato, who would not even cha&;fe"hvs
Slaves while he felt any Emotions*of
Aunger and t'nough it may be oBgeé’&d

that a Parallel cannot be attempfed be-
tween theConduc of Individuals and Na-
tzan.r, or Communities on th{g Head, 1
am under no fmall Concern when I re-
fled upon a Number of recent Examples,
which may convince: any one that Na-
tions may be delirious as well as Indivi-
duals.  Since itisallowed that none are
{o fit to be trufted with Power, as thofe
who have exercifed it with Equity and

Candour, it will be no Paradox to fay,

That no Parliament ever deferved to be
continued more than the prefent, fince
none ever deferved fo well of the Sub-
je&: but asnothing is fo cafily forgotas
good Offices, efpecially when Spleen and
Refentinent poflefs ‘our Hearts, 'I’ll beg
ive to enumerate fome of 'the many glo-
riowts Laws paffed by this' Parkiament,

«.and that'with all poffible Brevity. The
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e v A& for rehef of Infolvent Deb-
tors, W'hlch paffed 1n thelr Second Sef-
ﬁon, muft be diftinguithed from all
others of that .Kmd, for all precedent
Laws for relief of fuch unhappy People,
extended no further than 100 /. but this
difchargedall Prifoners who were confin’d
for any Sums not exceeding 500 L and to
demon(trate their uncommon Sentimentg

of Hummity and Care of thofe unfortu-

nate Subjects, whom 1n°rcxlc{'a Creditors
had banithed to Foréign C. Duntries, there

was aClau[e in the amer A&, when,byf
they were enabled to return to their

nmatjve Country ; nor conld any thing
be more prudent or.humane than that

Provifion, fince. /it brought back great
Numbers of, ourCountrymen from di-
ﬁant Kingdoms, where {ome were flar-

ving, and others engwed in_foreign Ma-

nufa&oncs to" the great Lofs and Re-

proach « of the Nation,

P00 Sy But

-
S 4-“‘3
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- But the Compaflion of the Parliament
proceeded farther than the lechargmg
fuchas were already perifhing in Goals
in all Parts of the Kingdom j for in the
fame Seffion, another A& paffed for pre-
veoting the Imprifonment of  fuch as
ow’d no Sum exceeding 100/, on deli-
vering up their Effe@ts; and was intend.
ed for the Advantage of thofe who could
not be intitled to the Benefit of the Bank-
rupt Aét : For before that Law, an un-
happy Debtor, whe was not confiderable
enough to have a Statute taken out a-
gainft him, muft be a Prifoner for Life,
or at leaft *till an A& pafled for Infol-
vent Debtors ; but, Thanks to " the pre-
fent Parliamsant, a Debtor for any Sum
under 100 /. has now a Right to be dif-
charged ; or in Cafe a mercylefs Credi-
tor does not think fit to comply with the
Meaning of thatLaw, heis obliged to

allow the Debtor Subfiftance; which,
thouﬂh very commen in other Countnes

was
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was not known in England before; and
Experience has proved the great Benefit
of that A&, fince it has prevented the
Imprifonment of great Numbers.of poor
induftrious People, who muft otherwife
have been ftarv’d through Cold or Hun-
ger, in loathfome Goals, only to gratify
theHumour or Caprice of cruelCreditors;
and this has been the Source whence
we muft derive the furprizing Encreafe
of the Poor, and confequently that of
the Poors Rate through all theKingdom -
for when labouring People (who have
generally Wives and Children) happen
to be confined, and confequently difabled
from any Means of {upporting their Fa-
milies, they muft inevitably become a
Burden upon the Parifhes, which are
bound to fupport them, |

The
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The fame excellent Law Brov;des a
juft and neceffary Defence aga mft the

',Inhumamty and Rapacioufnefs of Bﬂ iff s s
and their Under-Strops, who under Co-
dour of Juftice opprefied the Sub ]P& w.xth
exorbitant Fees, and Impoﬁuons but all
thofe Evils arc remedied by l;hgt Law,

‘which likewife compels thofe Beafls of

Prey, under fevere Penales, to treat the
unhappy  Perfons who fall into their
Hands with Humamty s whereas, it is
well known, that it had been their Cu-
ftom to exercife all /manner of Cruelty
towards their Prifoners in cafe they re-
fufed to comply. W1t11 thew extravagant
Demands, ‘

We can never enough applaud ano-
ther wholefome Law made by the pre-
fent Parliament, for regulating Attornies
and Sollicitors, who by their Numbers
and Intereft were become one of the

greateft Grievances of the State; f{ince,
before
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before that A&, any one might affurme
the Chara&erand Office of an - Arzorny,
though never fo much a Stranger to'the
Pradice ; nay, it is well known, thac
feveral 'had a&ed in that Station; who
were {0 remarkably illiterate, that they
¢ould not ‘evén'read Englifh. It is ealy
to imagine then with what Prudence and
Succefs their Clients Aﬁa1rs muft . be
conduéted s But ’tis futprizing that the
Judges had ‘never contrivedany Method
for preventing {uch permicious Practicesy
of which there were frequent Complaints,
fince their Commiffions authorized them
to'do it : 'But the Work, it feems, was
referv’d for the' prc{'ént Parliament, who,
by that excellént ‘Law, preferv’d the
Subje& from the Attempts of the Ig-
norant, and’ the Oppreflion of others
for now, none can act as Artornies with-
out a/ftrit Examination, as well with
rEgard ‘totheir Morals as Abilities - And

to guard the Subjett againft exorbitant
. De-

.
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Demands, there isa Provifion in the A&,
That, in cafe Bills of Cofts (ball happen
2o be reduced one fixth Part on the Tax-
ation, the Pralicer lofes the W hole ;
whereas, nothing was fo commen with
the Gentlemen of that Occupation, as to
Yoad their Clients with ten Times more
Charges than were really and bona fide
due, which feveral unhappy People
were obliged to comply with, to pre.

vent Imprifonment, or the Refentment
of their Attornies.

Were it poflible that any Thing could
excel the Law I have now mentioned,
it muft be that which requires all
legal Proceedings to bein Englifh ; and
it may be affirmed, That no Law fince
the Conqueft can tend more towards pre-
ferving the Lives and Eftates of the
Subjed, againft the idle ard trfling Ni-
ceties of the Law it felf, and the Snares
and Cunning of the Practicers who fre-

quently
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quently formed all their Hopes of Sue-
cefs upon the Ignorance ot Supinefs of
theic Adverfaries. *Tis almoft impofii-
ble to inumerate the Benefits of that Act;
now a Man has no QOccafion to travel
feveral Miles from his Bufinefs or Oc-
cupation, in Order to have a Writ or
Procefs (with which he may be ferved)
explained by an Artorny; for there 1s no
Perfon, who has common Underftand-
ing, and whofe Educition may extend
no further than reading Englz/b, but may
comprehend the Purport of any Procefs
or Writ. |

"Tis incredible to conceive the Mifl-
¢hief to which; not only the Ignorant,
but'even People of Education and Li-
terature were frequently expofed on this
Account; for as both "were equally
incapable of reading thefe Proceffes, (be-
ing writ in Charaéters only known to
the Praditioners) and as nothing is more
& ) C teg-



terrible to the People of England than \
Law-Suits, fome who were_doubtful of
the Sincerity of thejr Couri’try-Attofﬁ%g%
repaired to London, with the utmoft
Expedition, on thefe Occafions, in Or-
der to receive better Information, tho?
it was found in the End that there weré
no real Grounds for all therr ﬂppfe—
henfions and Fears; fuch is-the Terrop
of the Law amongft all Ranks of People,
and_efpecially, when Things are aggra-
vated by the Artifices of wicked and de.
figning Men by which great Numbers
of induftrieus People have been frequent-
1y undone, not-enly.on Account of the
Expences that muft neceffarily atrend
{fuch Journies, but likewife the Neglect
of their Domeftick Affairs,

The {ame Law provides againft the
Defeds which crept into the Law itfelf,
or atleaft the Practice ; and it is indeed
almdft’ increaible,  that legal Pro-

g ceedings,
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ceedings, grounded upon Truth and
Juftice, fhould be rendred ineffectual on
Account of miffpelling a Word)" or
any other trifling Miftake with regard
te Names or Times; *tis I fay, almeolt'in-
credible, that Omiffions of that kind
ihould vacate any legal Proceeding ; yet
the Pracice was fuch, and could not be
remedied without Law, for which the
Nation is highly indebted to the pre-
Jent Parligment,

To purfue the Order of Time, I will
in the next Place.take'notice of another
Law that muft ever be remember’d
inall Ages, by thofe who have any Sen-
timents of Compaflion or Pity ; ’tis that
memorable A& for Regulation of the
Fleet-Prifon, which may in fome mea-
fure be call'd,a Prifon of Eafe for all un-
happy Debtors in the Kingdom, fince
they may be removed thither from any
g;l;;qg. P}lfon, The Cruelties exercifed
N Ca by
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+ by the Wardens and Officers of that

Place are ftill frefh in every one’s Me-
mory. | % ‘ O

It would however be Injuftice to the
Houfle of Commons, to pafs over in Sis

lence their unparallel’dCare inappointing

‘2 Committee to infped all ‘the Goals
_and Prifons in and aboutsthis City,

which they performed with the ereateft
Fx2&nefsand Care ; and asthe Enquiry
itfelf was highly neceffaty, for preventing
the Barbarity of Goalers and their Offi-
cers, fo I may. fay theére is not in Hiftory
any Inftance. where Men of equal Rank
with the Lords and Gentlemen, who
compofed that Committee, condefcend-
ed to fabmit to fo many Inconveniencies
as occurr’d in that Affair ; to fee Gen-
Jemen of Condition blelgd with the
-érmtc&Aﬁluence; condefcend, Ifgy; to
76t 1oathfome Places, where they could
{ec nothing that was not offenfive to the
@ SEYEI R Ot B PR 1 %ight,
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Sight, nor hear any thing but the Cries
and Groans of their unhappy Fellow-
Subjeds, languifhing with Want and
Infirmities, naked and miferable.

But thofe Gentlemen did not think it
enough to take a bare or tranfitory View
of thofe hideous Places, no, they con-
tinued their Meetings ’till they had re-
ceived full Information of all the Wrongs
and Injuries of the unhappy Prifoners.
Nor mnft I forget the juft and neceffary
Profecutions carried on by thofe Gentle-
men, or_at leaft by their Diredtions, a-
gainft fome renmowned Goalers; and
though it was their Fortune to efcape
Punithment, yet I am perfuaded that
Profecution  will ever deterr all other
Goalers from murdering or opprefling
the unhappy Wretches who may fal
into their Hands; and thatthe Condu&
of bath Houfes in the whole Courfe
of that Affair, will likewife prevent

: the
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the Countenance given to Goalers by
thofe who are in high Stations, who, to.
their eternal Reproach, were but too
inclinable to fupport their "Iniquit"ité's‘;
for Reafons too obvigys, N

The great Care of the prefent Par-
liament for the Liberty of the Subjelt,
cannot be more confpicuous than in per-
petuating the A& for preventing frivolous
and vexations Arre 53 which eftectually
fecures us againft the Defigns of cunning
Attornies, or malicious Neighbours ; and
though we always valued ourfelves up-
on our Freedom“morée than any other
Nation, yet *tis certain, that before that
A&, no Peoples Liberty in the World
Was more preeariousthan ours, fince any
one might take’ it away at Pleafure?
under Pretenice of Debt, the’ in truth
there ‘had” been nothing due, nor any
other Foundation for fuch Violence but
Spleen_ ot Malice, *which often proved

| PR fatal

ot
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fatal to many fairTraders; for as nothing
1s more nice or delicate than Credit,. fo
when a Man in Trade happened to bear-
refted by a malicious or envious Neighs-
bour, his Creditors, without Enquiry
into the Merits or Truth of the Pro-
ceedings, loaded the unhappy. Debtor
with all their Demands ; and there are
numberle(s Inftances of feveral honeft
Men who have been ruined: by fuch
{hameful Practices, at the fame Time they
were poflefs’d of Effe@s enough to dif-
charge their Debts. -

Nothing can givea fironger Teftimony
of the Vigilanceand Care of the prefent
Houle of Commens, for the Lives and
Liberties of the People, than the inefti-
mable Law. for regulating Furies; which
cannotappear in a. proper Light with-
out confidering the Danger to which
they were before expofed ; for it was jn
the Powerof a corrupe Sheriff to impannel

fuch
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fuch Furors as he had Reafon to think -
would favour the Caufe he had efpoufed;
but by this falutary and equal Law, the
Names of all the Freeholders in the re-
fpedtive Parifhes, Hundreds, €. out of
which the Sheriff is to ftrike the Fury,
are to be put into Boxes; and the Parties
have a Right to draw twelve indifferent-
ly 5 fo that the abominable and wicked
Pradtice of packing Furies is at an End,
which ought to be looked upon as a Ge-
neral Blefling to the whole Nation.

The A& for preventing Bribery and
Corruption in the Eletion of Members of
Parliament; -is another fignal Proof of
the Uprightnes and Candour of the
prefent Houfe of Commons, who be-
ing well apprized that the Prefervation
of the Peoples Liberty depends entirely
upon a proper Choice of Reprefentatives,
have by that Law reftrained the fhame-
ful Methods which were but too often
: prae-
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pradifed upon Eleffions ; for the Cor-
rupter as well as the Corrupted, are, on
Convi&ion, put under the greateftIn-
capacities : And it muft be obferved
befides, to the Honour of the pre-
fent Houfe of Commons, that" this is
the firft Inftance fincc the Conquelts
where\ any Houfe of Commons con-
defcended to have any Queftion re-
lating to the Eled&ion of their Mem-
bers try’d by a Jury of twelve Men
which is a Glorious Proof of their In-
tegrity and Candour.

To this I muft fubjoin the Laws
pafled againft thofe'crying Evils, Per-
jury and Forgery, under which the
Nation has labour’d for fome Ages,
the Levity ot the Punifhments in thofe
Cafes encouraging Offenders; but that
Defe(is now fupplied, for the firfl
is punifhable with Imprifonment for

feven Years, befides other Penalties,
D and
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and the other is made a Capit_él .
Crime,

Let us now caft our Eyes upon
the Vigilance and Penetration of the
prefent Houfe of Commons, in ex-
amining the Condu@ of fome Offen-
ders, who looked upon themfelves to
be fhelter’d from Danger, by their
Wealth and Figure .in the World
but they have been convinced that
nothing could fecure them againft the
Refentments and Cenfure of a Britifh
Houfe of Commons, who abhor all
Frauds, of which we have evident
Proofs, in the late Enquiry into the
Contrivances and Management of fome
of the Commiffioners for Forfeitures,
with refpedt to” the Sale of the late
Earl-of  Derwentwater’s Eftate.

To

g
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To this I muft naturally f{ubjoin
the Iniquity of the Dire&ors of the
Charitable Corporation, and the Yorks
Buildings ~ Company, in difcovering
whereof, the Commons have given
the moft * undeniable - Teftimonies “of
their Sagacity and Candour, and like-
wife their Tendernefs and Humanity
in finding Expedients for rehevxng the

unhappy Sufferers.

Let us now confider the ‘many good
Laws that have pafled for mending
Highways, than which nothing can be
of more univerfal Ufe to the whole
Kingdom: Performances of that kind
were fo highly efteem’d” amongft the
Romans, that Medals were generally
ftruck to tranfmit the grateful Ac-
knowledgment of the People, for the
Benefits received by fuch publick Ads
of Beneficence. ‘

P2 The'
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The Laws for making Rivers navi-
gable, deferve  no lefs Applaufe, fince,
by that means, the Highways: will
be preferved, and Carriage of Goods
become cheaper and more -expediti-
ous. |

"Many Laws have likewife paffed
for fecuring or extending Commerce,
among(t which I muft mention that
relating to the Sugar Trade, (which
has for fome Years been in a de-
caying State) and  preventing the Run-
wing of Wool, "/

- The Setling the Fees of the Giuvil
and Eccle fiaftical Courts in the King.
dom, will be of the greateft Benefit to
all, Ranks of People; for could any
Thing_ be {o melancholy, as to fee
the ‘Subje® ruined. by new and ex-

orbitant Fees and Demands, which had -

no other Foundagogy than the Will
and
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‘and Pleafure of thofe who prefided in
publick Offices; and tho’ it may per-
haps be objefted, that the Settling
thefe Fees is a Royal A&, yet it muft
be acknowledged that it owes its Rife
to the Addreffes of the prefent Houfe
of Commons. '

The A& lately paffed for ferving
Procefs out of Chancery, is the firlt
of that kind that was ever attempted,
and I am perfuaded it will appear, up-
on Examination, thatit was highly ne-
ceffary, confidering that as the Pra&ice of
the Courts of Equity ftood before, there
was no Method of proceeding againft
a Perfon who was a Prifoner who ab-
fconded, or left the Kingdom, whereby
Juftice was “eluded and made a Jeft,
and Suits in Equity continued to an
unreafonable Length; but all thofe
Mifchiefs are now remedied by this

A&, of which great Numbers have
’ ; already
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-2lready reaped the Bencfit. .But it

would be an endlefs Task to enume-

-rate the many excellent Laws made

by the prefent. Parliament for pra-

Moting and  fecuring  Trade, relievi_ng

the Diftreflcd and Unfortunate, punifh-

ing great Offendors, and remedying the
Defedts or Abufes of the Law; fo

that 1 think proper to .conclude this

Topick, with mentioning the Law
paffed laft Seffion in favour of the
Citizens of Léndon, by which no
Caufe can Dbe removed to the Courts
at Weftminfter, from any Court of Re-
cord in the City, where the Debt or
Damage cdoes 'not exceed Twenty
Pounds, which will prove highly ad-

vantaegous to honeft and well-mean-

ing Citizens, who frequently chofe ra-
ther tolofe a fimall Debt than purfue
it through the whole Circuit of the
Law ; nay, fometimes even to the

Houfe of Lords. Avn‘dz as this Ag;
| | will
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will be of infinite Advantage to the
Citizens, ’tis hoped they will al-
ways remember the Makers with
Sentiments of Gratitude and Acknow*

Iedgment.

Having now concluded what I had
to offer with Ttegard to the great
Number of good and falutary Laws
made by the prefent Parliament, in
the Space of fix Years, it will be
proper in the next Place to confi-
der, | ' ‘

1ft, Whether “the Peoples Rights
and Liberties can be depofited with
more faithful and vigilant Guardians
than thofe ‘who have already given
them fuch fignal and continued Proofs
of their Care and Tendernefs on all
Occafions 2 - :

adly,
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- adly, Whether a Choice of Re-
prefentatives of a different: Caft from
the prefent Houfe of Commons, may
not be attended with the moft per-

nicious and dangerous Confequen-
ces 2 |

Though there is the greateft Rea-
fon to believe, that if <the Peo-
ple would reflet with Temper and
Candour upon the Merit and
Services, - of. their prefent Reprefen-
tatives, they would make Choice of
them again in cafe of a new Elec-
tion, in. fpitew of - all the frightful
PiGures that have been made of
the Excife -Scheme, yet 1 am entire-
ly of Opinion, it would be much
more for their Advantage to have
the prefent Parliament continued, than
to have another called, while fuch a
Spirit of Refentment and Fury is fo
predominant; and there is no dou;)t,

ut
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but. they would -one Day or other
look’ upon it as - a publick Blefling,
whatever Sentiments, they may have
at - prelent. |

How happy has it often. been for.
private Perfons and . Families . to, be
put fometimes under Reftraigt, vand
difabled - from indulging = the  Exefles
which they muft otherwife have fallen
into during the Violence of fome rage-
ing Paflions 2 For the Truth whereof
I appeal to every one’s Experience from
his Domeftick Affairs; and as'the firft
Plan of Government was taken from
the Example and Condu& of Fami-
lies, fo is it veryncertain that both
are equally ~obpoxious to the fame-
Paffions and Diforders.

Onme of ghe chief Arguments for

the Continuance “of - the firft Parlia-
‘ment ‘of the “late " Reign, was taken
“from the tumultuous and - unfettled
Condition -of * Peoples - Minds 5 rand
- no doubt,  but feveral who then loak-
-ed uponthat Step as an Evafion of
theirLiberties, were afterwards of
contrary Sentiments, fince a mnew E-
le&ion “would certainly have ftirred
up. frefh  Animofities, ~while Feoples
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Minds were wavering and utiequal 5
whereas, by that prudent ' Condu&
of the Legiflature, the Nation had
Time to cool, which alone preferved
them ; for asthe Roman Orator jultly
obferves, Time frequently effefls 1what
Reafon cannot, wheih daily Expérience
confirms inthe Courfe of private Affairs;
and whatever Clamours and Noife ma
be raifed on Occafions © of ‘that kind,
there is no doubt but the Legifla-
ture ever had, and ought 'to have
the Power of repealing, altering, or
mending any Laws orConftitutions,when
the Neceflitiesof the'State require it

Plato tells wus in his Common Wealth,
upon a Topick of this kiand, ¢ That
¢ Governours thould imitate a good
“ Phyfician, who fometimes forces the
“ Sick to take Medicines, which,
“ though very difagrecable for the
¢ prefent, vet {ave them in the End)”
and Experience has fince effeGually
proved, That the imaeginary Dangers
and Mifchiefs, apprehended ' from the
Alteration made in the A& for 2ri|
ennual Parliament, were meer Phantoms,
invented for no other end but to
alarm weak and ignorant People, fince
| it
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it was not attended with- the leaft
Inconveniences to the Peoples Rights
or Liberties ; of which they were
fo throughly convinced, that all, ar
moft of the {ame Members were re-
turned in the fucceeding Parliaments,
which certainly would not : have
been the Cafe had the Eleftors locked
upon the Alteration made 1in that
A&, as an Invafion of their ‘Rights.
But let us now reflet upon the
Confequences of diffolving the pre-
fent Parliament, and A{uppofe, for Ar-
gument fake, a new Elettion of Re-
prefentatives, who. will alt in dia-
metrical Qppofition to the Conduc and
Meafures of the prefent Houfe ef Com-
mons; what a gloomyand di{mal Profpect
does fuch a Suppofition create ? what Con-
fufion and Diforder muft naturally fol-
low Inftead of deliberating or confulting
~about falutary Laws, we fhall hear
of nothing but male Adminiftration,
lmpeachments, Commiflions of * Ac-
counts, fecret Committees, &, tho'
it is but too notorious, that Pro-
ceedings of that caft never produce
any, thing but Noife and Tumults,
being rather grounded upon Refent-
| | 2 ment
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ment, and  Spleen, " than 'a “fincere
Defire of punifhing Offenders. &
But the great Mifchiefs to befap-
prehended ‘from a new Houfe “of
Commons, which might a&t in Oppofi-
tion to the prefent,would be a Change
of that able Statefinan, who by Hhis
Prudence and Refolution, has for many
Years preferved the Peace and Franquilt-
tyof Europe,amidft the greateft Dangers,
and though his Management has often
been reprefented as injurious to the
Honour and Commerce” of the King-
dom, with regard to fome Piracies
and Depredations ‘of the Spaniards
in  America ;, “yet  ’tis certain, that
one Year’s War would be infinitely
more fevere and prejudicial to us
than all ‘the Injuries and Lofles
that are pretended to have been fe-
ceived from that Quarter for ten

Years laft paft
It ‘muft be allowed that there has
been:  Foundation enough for Com-
plaints ‘of that kind, but it muft
be confidered at the fame Time, that
our’ Loffes have been magnified be-
vond mcafure, and  the “true Caufe of
thofe ‘Captures unfairly- reprefent;d;
or
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for no Diftin&tion was ever made
between the Cafe of Ships derain’d
or plunderd by Spanifh Pirates, and
fuch as were taken or {eized' for

carrying on an illicit or contraband"

Trade to Campeachy-Bay, or other
Parts of the Spanifb Weft - Indies,
where - no Foreigners are .allowed
to trafick under pain of ' Confilca-
dion. or Death ; on the contrary,
both were jumbled together, in order
to aggravate - the Supinefs, or Indo-
lence of the Miniftry, ~who have on
all Occafions taken the moft pru-
dent Meafures to procure Satisfaction
from the King of 8pain, for all
Injuries ~received by fair Traders,
for which endy feveral Remonftrances
‘have beens made to .the Spanifb
Court, and Commiflioners have lately
been nominated in order to adjuit
~all lawful Demands on that Head.

But .to obviate the unreafonable
Cries of thofe who' pretended that
the Depredations of the Spaniards
were ‘pointed at the Englifh only,
‘tis.notorious that the Duzch and even
the. French, who are regarded by
the Spaniards as Gens-amiciffima, Wwere
| treated
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"

treated with the fame Severity, when .

~their Ships were taken in carrying

on contraband Trade. % P

On the whole, it was impoflible
for the Miniftry to have applied any
other Expedients than thofe, I ‘have
mentioned, without engaging in a War,
which would no doubt be  attended
with dangerous Confequences, if we
confider the prefent Situation of the
Spanifh Affairs, which are. in a very
flourifhing Condition, as well by Sea
as by Land; and @ .am thoroughly
perfuaded, if thole fanguine or whim-

fical Politicians, who fo often cry’d out

for a Waragainft Spein,would give them-

felves a little time to compare the prefent

State of Spain with that in which it ap-
pear’d thro’.the whole Courfe of the laft
War, they muftown that it would be very
dangerous to quarrel with that Kingdom
withoutthemoft urgent Neceflity. In the
laftWar with France,’tis known that8pain
was an’ Incumbrance and Weight upon
that Kingdom, having neither Armiesnor
Eleets; and which was {till worfe being
without Council or Management; but
during the few Years Cardinal Albaroni
wagat. the Head of the Spanifh Aﬁ’airs,ﬁhc

- ¢lia-
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atablithed fuch excellent Order and OF-
conomy in all the Branches of theGoverns
ment, that we have feen theSpanéards car-
rying ona fuccefsful War againft the Em-
peror in Sicily; and at the fame time fend- .
ing a formidable Army to oppofe thatof
France in Navar, and a confiderable Ac-
mament forinvading England ; *tistrue,
the Succefs did not anfwertheir Expecta-
tions but this may however beconcluded,
that no Power in Europe except France a-
lone could have made fuch formadable Ef-
forts as Spain did in the Xear 1719, and
{he is now much more potent, as well in
her Sea as Land Forces ; {urely 1t would
then have been madnefsto engage againft
her, without the ‘moft cogent Reafons; e-
fpecially if weconfider theUnion between
the two Kingdoms, {o that declaringWar
againftSpain would certainly involve us
in one with (France, which would, no
doubt, produce*more fatal Confequences
than can well be imagined, if we refle
upon our prefent load of Debts, and fome
other Reafons, and I am perfuaded the
old Maxim in Politicks, Thar the worft
Peaceis preferable to the beft War, will
ever be found true in Pratice.

Should it then be our Fate to have a
hot-headed Houfe of Commons, who

- would breathe nothing but Revenge, s;lnd
that
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that itmight be thought proper o ficfia
fice fome of the Minifters to their Fury,
and change others, what a Catdftrophe

~muft that produce ! Let us then repre-

{ent nothing to ourfelves but Addrefles
forremoving Minifters, Scaffoldsand Im-
-peachments, . Weflminfler-Hall “crowded
with lawle(s and armed Mobs, + Horror
and Confufion:; the publick’Service ne-
glected, the Kingdom engaged in a War,
a Conteft between Lordsand Commons,
and, in a Word, nothing but’ Tumults
and Infurre&ions. &

. 'This willcertainly be the natural Con-

fequence 'of Eledting' a néw- Houfe of

‘Commons, who 'may purfue: Meafqrc_:s
-oppofite to thoferof the prefent’ Admini-

ftration 3 but fhould Affairs Continue in

-the ‘happy.Difpofition wheréin we now
Aee them, when a perfect Harmony fub-

-~ fifts between all the Branches, as well of

‘the Legiflative ‘as Executive -Powers;

when KL N G, Lords, and Commons are

“in the ftri&eft Union and Concord, when
-all Efforts are made for extending Trade,

redrelling Grievanices, paying off the Pub-

{ Yick Debts, {up ply—ing the Defeds «of - the

f
-

¢ being: the:Envy of our Neighbours, and
¢ the moft figurithing Nation in the World.

-l

T.aw, and reforming the Exorbitances of
Eawyersy we have the fairelt/Profpect of

. -
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