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GROANS

T RE LA D,

S IR, '
HAVE been abfent from this Country for {ome

Years, and on my Return to it laft Summer,
tound it the moft miferable Scene of univerfal
Diftrefs, that I haveever read of in Hiftory :
Wanc and Mifery in every Face; the Rich un-
able almoft, asthey were willing, to relieve the Poor;

che Roads fpread with deadand dying Bodies 3 Man-

‘kind of the Colour of the Docks and Nettles which

they fed on; two or three, fometimes more, on a
Car going to the Grave for want of Bearers to carry
them, and many buried only in the Fields and Ditches
where they perifhed.

This univerfal Scarcity was enfued by Fluxes and
malignant Fevers, which {wept off Muldtudes of all
Sorts : ‘whole Villages were laid wafte by Want and
Sicknefs; and Death in various Shapes ; and {carce an
Houfe in the whole 1fland efcaped from Tears and
Mourning.

It were to be wifhed, Sir, that fome curious En-
quirer had made a Calculation of the Numbers loft
ih this terrible Calamity : If one for every Houle in
the Kingdom died (and that is very probable, when
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we confider that whole Families angd Villages were -
{fwept off in many Parts together) the Lofs muft be -
upwards of 400,000 Souls: If but one for every o-
ther Houfe (and it was Certainly more) 360.000

have perithed. A Lofs too great for this ill.peopled
Country to bear; and the more grievous, as thisduofs
was moftly of the gtown-up Part of the Working
People. ' |

Sir, when a Stranger travels through this Country,

and beholds its wide extended and fertile Plains, its
great Flocks of Sheep and Black Cactle, and all its
natutal Wealth, and Conveniencies for Tillage, Ma- .

nufa&ures and Trade, he muft be aftonifhed, that

fuch Mifery and Want could poffibly be felt by its
Inhabitants ; but you, who know the Conititution,
and are acquainted with its Weaknefles, can eafily
fee the Reafon. ' '

Laws are the Wifdom of,the Calle@ive Body ;
they are devifed by the mofk prudent and wife Men
in the State ; and to honeft Men, are Leflons of Pru-
dence, Oeconomy and Social Virtue ; or may be con-
fidered as Pa&s between the whole People, which
they are to keep and perform; and to thefe certain
Rewards and Punifhments are annexed, to encourage
the Sloathful, and deter the Hardy, ‘

"T'is by thefe Lights thar a People are guided ; and
where they are waated, the Particulars lefe to the
weak Guidance of their private Opiniens, go aftray,
and wander ina Maze of Abfurdities and Miftakes ;
and "tis from the Want of them, thar chis Country,
one of theumoft fertile in the World, is {ubje to
" {uch frequent Wants and Famines as it feels; this is
. the third'T have {een in the Compafs of twenty Years:
"Tis indeed the fevereft, and attended with the moft
difmal Confequences: But aboiit twelve or thirteen
Years ago, there was one very near as bad ; and from
whenee can this proceed, Sit ?———From the Want

of
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of proper Tillage Laws to guide, and to protec the
. Husbandman in the Purfuit of his Bufinefs; one
| fcarce Year fets all Blands to the Plow, chis begets a
. great Plenty; there are neither Granaries to receive,
not Bounties to encourage the Exportation of this
Plenty ; the Husbandman cannot get for his Grain,
what the Labour coft him, he finks under its Weight,
deferts the Plow, ftocks with Sheep, and in a%cw
Years there is anocher Scarcity, another Famine :
This is the known Courfe of our Tiilage in this
Country ; and it muft ever be fo, whilft Laws are
wanting, by Premiums, to take off the Loads of a
plentiful Year, which without them, muft neceflarily
fuffocate and opprefs the Tillage:

Probably, Sir, when you have read thus far, you
may conclude, as moft of the Gentlemen whom I
have difcourfed on this Head have done, that chis is
an Evil without remedy ; for that as we are to {ub-
mit to the Judgment of another Country in all Bills fent
over by us, this which would fet us above W ant, and
of confequence, above buying our Bread {rom them,
cannot be granted to us; and I muft therefore beg
Leave to give you my Sentiments upen 1t?

England thinks itfelf .the Mother Country, and
imagines that it has a Right to fettle proper Pads
and Agreements witheus, whereby the Trade and Bu-
finefs of the one fhould not interfere or clath with
that of the other, but that each applying to their par-
 ticalar Occupation, fhould have an Opportunity to
. employ their Hands ufcfully, and the Grand Bufinefs
in Contemplation on the Occafion was, the Woollen
- and Linnen Manufactures; to us they gave the Lin-
- nen, and*seferved.-the Woollen to themfclves.

. ThisMarter has been mitaken by us of this Side
the. Whater ; we thought it a Grievance to be re-
dirained'in any Particular, confcious of our Zeal and
 Affeciion for them, we grew jealous of the Partiali-
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(6) :
ty; Anger and Difguft enfued, and the one and the.
other begot fuch Sentiments in us, that exercifing
our natural Rights, and the Liberty which we thought
ourfelves deprived of by Power and Injuftice, we fell
upon a clandeftine Trade with France and Holland,
and fent to them our Raw Wool, by which they
were enabled to grow in the Manufa&ure, and to ri-
val England (which reftrained us) in almoft all the
Branches of it, and that in almoift all the foreign
Markets in the World.

Thefe Rivals at foreign Markets engroffing the.
Cuftomers,” left daily lefs to be done in Britain, and
the Manutaltures of England confequently ftood daily
lefs and lefs in need of Irsfh Wool, theirown Growth
became {uflicient for the Demands upon them ; and
fince that fatal- Time, the Price of our Wool at home
fell gradually wirh the Englifp Manufa&ures, till at
this prefent Time there being no Demand for it but
from the Fremch Market, it has {funk down to five
and fix Shillings per Stone, from twelve, thirteen, or
fourteen Shillings; a Price which the Grower about
twenty or twenty five Years ago, frequently had from
England | ‘

'This is the fatal Bone of Diffention, the grand
Matter of Jealoufy from the other Side; they have
Ioft the Woollen Manufa&ure, a Fund of immen{e
Riches and Power, a Fund which ennabled them to
defend the invaded World in Times paft ; itis taken
from their Side of the Ballance, and put into that of
France, which wanted nothing but Money to enable
them to execute their ambiticus Schemes on the Li-
berties of the World, and what the Confequence may =
be in a very few Years, the prefent Situation of Af-
fairs i Furope gives great Reafon to fear : The French ‘
prevail 1a all the Councils of Chriffendom, by the |
Influsnce of their Money; they kindle Wars and
prefcribe Peace at Pleafure 5 they grow ftill great in |
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Reputation and Dominion by every Negociation ;
and at this very Inftanr, are in the Bowels of tha
- Empire, ready o impofe an Emperor - of their owh
! on the Germanick Body, formerly the Rival, and the
~ Stay of Frauce, from Univerf:] Monarchy, o
i Thefe are difmal Confequences of the ill- judged
§ Policy of England, in the Reftraints lodged upon us,
and of ourfatal Refentment thereof, and no wonder -
if it muft caule Jealoufics from them in their Turn,
. tolee Ireland, whofe Liberties they haves lacely ref-
cued from Popery and Slavery in fo bloody and dan.
gerous a Confli&, the Means, and the willing Caufe
ther eof, o

Thus ftands the unfortunate Jealoufy between the
two Countries, and it were greatly to'be wifhed, that
by Cenceflions on the one Side and the other, it
might be fo managed, zs to remove the Difpute, and
make us one People, with one Iotereft and one Will.
But, until that is done, Prudence muft guide, and
England muft give us fuch Amends as may determine
us on ythe Point of our own Intereft (the only in-
fallible Means to do it) to contra& our Sheep*Walks,
and employ them ‘in the more ufeful Branches of
Tillage and Flax.

“This is what they mut plainly fze to be now their
only Remedy; the Lands employed in Sheep Walk
are the beft in the Kingdom for Corn - TYillage with
properPremiumsto enc:)urage theExportation of Corn,
is vaftly more profituble to che Occupier, than Sheep,
whofe Growth we can only export faw and unmanu-
faGured, and.if proper Lavs are granted us, the im-
m :diate Confequence muft be, to break up our Sheep
Walk. for Corn; thortening the Shesp Waik, muft
fhorten of Confequence the clandeftine Exportation
of Wool for Fraace, and by that means, cramp and
diftrefs their Mamlf‘at’curcs.umil at laflt, that Bufinefs
* ectles down again on its ancient Bafis, and becomes

«\ a8
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as it once Wwas, the Staple Cbmmodity of Britain ;

and that it certainly will do, if {uch Encouragements
are given to Corn and Flax, as we in Reafon may de-
fire, and they in Prudence grant us, ‘
- Now, Sir, on this View of the Affair, it feems
to me more than a Probability, that if 2 Bill'is con-
trived and fent over this Seffion of Parliament, 1t
cannot fail of a ready Concurrence there ;. and it ma

be neceflary therefore to confider in whar Shape we
thould prépare it. :

In England, ’tis true, there are no publick Grana-
ries, every Farmer has one wherein he reforves his
Grain for fuch Markets as flatter him with the m oft
agrecable Profpe& of Advantage to himfelf ; he is
fure it cannot lye upon his Hands, there is a Medium
Price eftablifhed, at which the Farmer may well live
and pay his Rent; if it comes below that, 1n
comes the Bounty to the Exporter, and he by this
Premium from ' the Publick, is enabled to give the
Husbandman his Price, and exports the Corn to fo-
reign Countries, by which it immediately becomes
an Acceffion of new Riches to the Country, and re-
pays the Publick manyfold the Premium by them ge-
neroully advanced for the Exportation ; and by this
meansthe Plow is kept always going, there is never
aScarcity or Famine inthe Land, butthere is a con-
ftant Flow of Riches into it, from the Labours of the
indufifiousand pains taking Husbandman: And thus
it ftands with them.

It may not be amifs for us to confider, whether
we thall ftop here, and form our Bill on the Plan of
the Englifh 'Tillage A&, orgo farther, and add to it
Granaries for the more prefent Relief of the Farmer,
the more immediate Encouragement of the Plow,
and the Encreafe of a proper and {afe circulating Cre-
dir, to fupply the grear Scarcity of Money, which is
occafioned in this Country by the Drafts of Abfentees:

an
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and the finking Ballance of our Trade : Fot my Part,
I am inclined to believe we fhould go thus far, and
I believe we fhall find it one of the moft immed-
ate Reliefs that cad be contrived for many of the
Evils we labour under,

" Inthe firft Place, Money is {o very {carce in Ire-
land, the Inrereft {o high, and what theve is of ir,
in the Hands of {o few People, thatirthrows a great
Damp on every Branch of our Bufinefs, and prevents
many ufeful Underrakings among(t us: the Embar-
goes on our Beef, from which {o much Money was
annually returned into this Country, muft very quickly
increafe this Scarcity, (efpecially if we continue totake
our FVines from them, which I'bope we fball nor) and
the clandeftine Trade with France has grown {o faft
upon us fince they have gotinto the entire Pofleffion of
our Wool, and found the way to furnifh the middle Or-
dersof Farmers with {fuch good Pennyworths of Wines,
Spirits, Eaf# India Goods, and other Freach Trifles,
inftead of the ready Money formerly had for it, that
it is much to be teared a very few Years may beat
many Undertakers out of the lictle Manufa&ures and
Bufinefs we poffefs, by the meer want of Money,
and by bringing Powerty and Ruin on the middle in-
duftrious Part of the People, by this new and unna-
tural Luxury, lower the Price of Lands, and draw
down an umiverfal Diftrefs on the whole Country,

if {fome means be not {peedily contrived on one Hand

to put a Stop.to the clandeitine Trade, and on the
other to effablifh a Paper Credir, which may circulate
in the Place of Money ; and this I muit own to you,
Sir, is one'principal Motive with we, to think that
Publick Granaries might yet be an Improvement upon
the Tillage Laws of England, very {urrable, and even
neceflary for us in our prefent Circumf{tances.

Fhere is (Ctis true) a Paper circulating Credit

already in ‘the Counory; bur the Bafis on which

B 1t
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1t 1s built, is too narrow for the Superftrufure ; and

we have found by the Experience of {ome Years, that
the beft have given way, and fuffered the whole Fa
brick to tumble down, to the preat Aftonithment of
all, and to the Ruin of many of their airy Inhabitants :
And tho’ all, which at prefent fubfift, are of undoubt-
ed Credit and Utility, it were a2 Matter much to be
withed, to fee a Credic eftablifhed in the Nation, on
a Foundation which could not give way, and which
muft neceflanly give Life and Vigour to the Whole.

There was fome Years ago a Mention made of a
National Bank, and {ome Subfcriptions were taken in

thereupon ; but upon a ferious Difcuffion of the AFf-
fair, it was determined, that a National Bank misht

be the means of putting too much into the Hands of

a few, and giving them an Opportunity, by getting
mnto the Schemes of 2 Court or Miniftry, to betray

and it was laid afide; as
was, if I forget not, another Scheme for a Credit e-

ftablifhed on the Lands of Ireland, for that or fome
{fuch Reafon;

probably it was a true Publick Spitir,
and not the Inrereft of any particular private Socie-
ties, that prevailed on the Geeafion - But, if I do
not greatly err in my Judgment, a circulating Credit
on the Tillage, under a Scheme of publick Granaries
might be {o contrived, asto be liable to none of thofe
Obje&ions. :
Let us fuppofe then, that a certainr Number of
publick Granaries were ere@ed in the Sea Ports, or
other Towns firuated on navigable Rivers, {o difpofed

always, as'that one might take in the Corn of two

or more Counties, in the whole, to the Number of
teni or fifteen.

2d. Suppofe that for each Granary there were cho-
fen by Parliament in the Body of the A&, eight Di-
ted with a Power to chofe proper Per{ons

as well for the Managemeut of the Corn in the Gra-

nary,
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naty, as for keeping the Books, &. thefe Dire&ors
to ferve by Turns, two for every Quarter of the
Year, and to be worth at leaft One Thoufand Pounds
per Annun, real Eftate, or 20,000 /. in Cafh, or
{ome {uch Eftate or Fortune, and at the End of
every two Years, four of thefe Directors to be bal-
loted out, and four new ones ele&ed in rheir Stead,
to ferve in like manner quarterly, an old Director and
a new one every Quarter, and from thenceforth the
four old Dire&ors to be out of Courle every two
Years, and four new ones to be ele&ed in their Stead ;-
{o that at all ‘Times, there may be Dire&ors of Ex-
perience to affift the new ones.

3d. All Ele&tions for Direéors to be by the Pro-
prietors of the Corn Bills, living within the Diftrick
of the Granaries, as they ate the Perfons principally
interefted in the Succefs, and the ficceft therefore to
make the Choice.

ath. A Medium Price for Corn to be fixed upon
by Parliament; fuppofe five Shillings per Bufhel;
and the Dire&ors to iffue Promiflary Notes for all

¢ Corn with them lodged, at that Rate; and all For-

gings and Counrerfeitings of Corn Bills to be Death.
~ sth. No Corn.to be exported, but what is bought
at the Granaries: and whenever the Price 1n the
Country Markets falls below the Medium Price, then
the Exporter to have a Bounty by Debenture as in
England: By thismeans the Granaries, by giving the
beft Prigé in the Country, would be kept full, their
Bills would be multiplied, and the Exporrer would

never be at a Lofs where to load his Gran.
6th. -All Granaries in {elling for Exportation, to
{ell ac the beft Price they can get from the Exporter
and ‘every Exporter of Grain in his Invaice, fo be
obliged by Law, to make Affidavit at the Cuftom-
Houfe, before the Collector or other proper Officer,
whar Number of Barrels, and of what Specie, and
B 2 w hat
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what Price he payed for the fame, and a particular
Book to be kept in every Sea Port where there is a

Granary, for this Purpofe, to regulate not only the
Debenture for Exportation, but to be ready to lay

before the General Conire, and to be a Check upon
the Dire@ors in their Accounts before them,

7th. In all Sales of Corn to the Country for home
Confumption, no Granary totake or demand an higher
Price than one Shilling per Bufhel more than the me-
dium Price ; and the advanced Price, with th Profit
on Sales to Exporters of Corn, to gotowards the de-
fraying the Expences of the Granary. By this means
Cornand Bread muft alwayscominue plenty and cheap,
and a Fund may be provided for. the Expence of the
Circulation, €5, 2 A
~ 8th. A General Court of ‘Dire@ors to be held e-
very two Years, or oftener as Occafion calls, to audit
the Accounts of the Granaries, fee the Salleries of
the Officers difcharged, pay ‘off the Debrts of the
Granary for Repairs, E¢ftate and ferr]e the Accounts
between the Circulators of the Corn Bills and the Gra-
naties, and {ee the Ballance paid ; maks Bye-Laws for
the better Government of the Granaries, and chofe
new Dire&ors for the enfuing two Years; and ever
Perfon who is pofleffed of 10007 in Corn Bills, to
have a Vore at'this Coutt of General Dire@ors

9th. No Dire&or of any Granary to deal in Corn
by themielvesgor any Perfon in Truft for them, on
the fevereft Penalty ; and’ no Dite@or of: 2 Granary
o Iend eup Money, dilcount Notes, take Mottgages,
or make'diporher Ule of the Cafthin Hand, than as
‘he General Court fhall order, on Pain of Deach or
{ufie O et the molt' weighry Penalty.

Andin’order to give a Circulation to thefe Bills,
{uppete chat 100,600 worth of Corn Bills may be
1iudy in one Year, by the Granariesinéach Province :
thent {uppofe, that a Book be opened for a Sub{ crip-,

] tion
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tion of 100,000/, for each Province, or more or lefs
as fhall be judged neceflary, and every Subfcriber to
pay down into the Hands of Hugh Henry, Efq; one
fifth Part of his Sum fubfcribed, in three Days after
his Sub{cription, or his Subfcription to be void.

2dly. "That no Perfon be admitted a Subfcriber, un-
lefs he be really and Jowe fide worth four times more
than the Sum {ub{cribed, and obliges himfelf by {uch
Contra&s as fhall be agreed upon at the firft Meeting
after the Subfcription is full, to pay in any fuch far-
theér Sum, not exceeding the Sum {fubfcribed, which
the Company fhall have Occafion to make a Call for
on the Body of the Subfcribers.

3dly. ‘Thar the firft Meeting be fixed, at well
with refpe& to Time as Place, {0 thar when the Sub-
{cription is full, and proper Advertifement thereof
given in the publick Papers, the Subfcribers miy be
at no Lofs when and where to meet, and fettle Rules
and Orders for their future Government.

4thly. That every Corn Bank fhall be obliged to

ﬁrculare the Corn Bills, and pay Cafh for them at

eir refpective Banks, in ordet to give them Credic
in the Country, and a free Circulation ; and that the
Granaries in each Province fhall be obliged to pay
yearly to fuch Bank'the Sum of three per Cent. Dil-
count for {uch Circulation,

sthly. That the Corn Banks fhall iffue no Bills, or
Notes for Value received in Corn, under the Penalty
of Forgery, unlefs by Law authorifed.

6thly. That they fhall have {fome certain Number
of Dire&ors; to be chofen from amongft the moft
weighty of  the Subfcribers, by the whole Body of
them;iand cne half of them to be changed every
two Xears, as in the Granaries, ftill provided that nore-
fiding DireGor fhall be a Subfcriber or Proprietor
of lefs than 5000/ Stock in the Company.

Such
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Such Banks as thefe would immediaely give a Cit-

culation, and a Credit to the Corn Bills; and the Sub-
{cribers could well undertake the Circulation for theee

per Cent. for one fifth Part of the whole iffued Cre-

dit, in ready Money, muft always be {uficient to cit-
culate the Corn Bills : "T'is the ftanding Rule in the
Bank of England, and 1 believe, in all Banks of good

‘Credit; {o that tho’ the three per Cent. founds but

little 1n our Ears, the Subfcribers would in E&Fe& re-
ceive fifteen per Cent. for if one hundred Pourd de-
pofited does the Bufinefs of 500, in this Cafe, the
Sub{criber being out of Pocket but 100, receives
12 /. for his Credit, and three for his ready Money,

- which isin Eff-& 15 per Cent. for his ready Money ;

{o thatthe Subfcribers at three per Cent. muft undoubt-
edly come in very readily, and 100/, in cthis Stock
would {oon grow probably more valuable, than ‘any
fo much Money in any Stock now exifting ; whereas,
in reality, ’tis every way as ufeful ro the Publick, to
have their Bufinefs done by a Depofit of the fifi
Part, as of the whole Money, provided the Subf:

- ‘bers have an Eftate to aniwer the Calls (if any thould

be) upon them; a thing which muft be taken Care
of on the firfk Sublcription, or might effetually be
provided for by a Claufe in the Bill for this Purpofe,
umnporting, that every Sub{criber into the Corn Banks,
and every Purchafer of any Subfcription, fhall at the
‘Time of fuch Subfcription or Purchafe, be worth
four times more than the Capital {fubfcribed or pur-
chafed, on Pain of forteiting the original Stock fub-

{cribed ‘or purchafed. |
Such a Claute would provide {ufficiently againft
that Mifchief; and as the Bills muft meet with a rea-
ayCirculation, they would foon come into the great-
eft Credit, and be lent our by the Proprietors as Cath
on Mortgages and other Securities: By this means
there would be a great Plenty of Money, or Credit . |
equally
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equally valuable, the Tnrereft of Money would ne-
ceflarily be lowered thereby to four or five per Cent.
all Perfons who could make good Securities could rea-
dily have it at that Rate, the Manufadturers would no
longer be opprefled and eat up with exorbitant Ufury,
and the Manufa&ures which they produced, couldof
confequence be afforded fo much lower than theyare
at prefent, that it muft enable us to underfel che
whole Worla in any Branch of Bufine{s we under-
take,

This Advantage would reach to all Orders and So-
cietics ; the Grower, the Manufa&urer, the Exporter,
the Tenant, the Landlord, the Creditor, in fhort, e-
very Man in the Nation, let his Bufinefs or Occupa-
tion be what it will, muft fhare in the Advantage.
And as the Banks and the ‘Granaries are to be two
diftin& Bodies, they would be.for ever a Check up-
on one another; the Granary could difcount no
Notes, the Bank could iflue no Bills ; they would
have each of them their diftin& Bufinefs, and the
Books of the Granary would rectify always any Qver-
charge on the Circulation.

Now, Sir, as to the Obje&ion which was made
againft the Land-Bank, it could not affe& here; the
Provincial Banks weuld keep the Cafli#f the Nation
rather better {eparated, and more out of the Reach
of a Miniftry, than it is at prefent in the Hands of
the Bankers of Dublin, in which the Bulk of our
whole Cafh generally lies.

The Condu& of the whole, both ‘Granaries and
Banks, would be "in the Hands of the Proprietors,
who muft be the Body of the Landed Intereft, and
if any Body of People can be fafe from minifterial
Influence (as it is called) fure they muft be the Men,

Then, it would make the Credit of the .Nation
more equal than it is at prefent ; every Perfon who
«ould make a good Securiry, would find Fiith in his
Pro-
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Provincial Bank : there he and his Fortune muft be
known ; and it would be 2 great Eafe ro the King-
dom in general that they could be {o provided in their
Neceflity, without making an expenfive Journey to
the Capiral, where the Money borrowed for'more
weighty Occafions, is often broke into before they
can clear themf{elves our of ir.

And, asfotheGentlemen who are at prefent engaged
in the Bankers Bufinefs, the whole Foreign Exchange
would be left free and open to them, with as much
of the inland Bufinefs as their Friends and Cuftomers,
and long-known good Credit .in the Kingdom
could afford them : Bur, if it fhould otherways hap=
pen, they may, if {o difpofed, become Subfcribers
into the Corn Banks, and there, follow the fame Bu-
finefs.

I believe, Sir, I need not ufe many Words to con-
vince you, that fuch a Regulation as rhis, muft be a
great Encowragement to our Tillage; the medium
Price would keep the Husbandman conftantly at the
Plow, it would then become a Bufinefs, which is
now but a Shift; no Plenty, however great, could
difcou'rage him, and the confequence would be, that
the Sheep Walks which at prefent afford the Occu-
pier, for Laﬁlord, Labour and Profir, but at a Me-
dium of fix or {even Shillings per Acre, would in a
thort Time be taken into Tillage, and return on the
{fame Articles from fifty Shillings and three Pounds, to
fix, {even, and eight Pounds per Acre; Rents muft
rife, Intereft fall, T'ythes be pun&ually and well paid,
without any Fear of failing, the Manufa&ures flou-
rith, Trade revive, with many other Advantages
which' will naturally occur to you; and all, without
any other ill confequence but this, the Runners
of FrenchGoods muft betake themfelves to honefter
Bufinefs, 4nd the French Manufalures, loofing our
Wool by the Change of ourQeconomy, muft {hrink
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up and go to nothing: Evils, which I am fure no
Eriend of, thefe Dominions, or Well-wither to the
Liberties of :E;;f(op;',"@ﬁ repine af, fo that T am in’
hopes, Sir, you will'think that Granaries will be no
bad Improvement to a Tillage Bill. | 22
This is certainly the fitteft Time for Ireland to go
upon this Affair, the late Scarcity has given a Spring
to Tillage, and in two Years, if a proper Vent is pro-
vided for the Labours of the Husbandman, it will
make a great Change in our Aﬁ'z;irs for the betrer :
W hereas,.if negleéted, the {fame two Years muft draw
upon us {uch a Plenty of Corn, as muft neceflarily
difcourage that Branch of Bufinefs, andin a very few
Years after, bring about-{uch a Scarcity ‘as we have
lacely fele. Fah s -
If then, Sir, it may be thought fit to go upon tHe
Granaries at this Time, a great Difficulty will be in
chisuniverfal'Scarcity of Money, and Decay of "T'rade,
where to find Cafh to build the Granaries; but, Sir,
I am very much of Opinion, that the Miferiis'we:
have lately feen and felt, will be a Spur toevery Man
in the Kingdom to contribute towards the Underta-

king; every one m'u_ﬁ,gi‘x"é éhéarfqlly’ to a Fund, chat

v A ’ iv 4 M { -
* isto fhut our Doors againft Want and Famine, and

. -t0_open new Chéhhﬁls_'fc_)r Plenty and Riches: The

L

* ‘Mifenies which we have

Turnpikes have not wanted a Credit to perfe& their
Roads ; ’tis but appointing the Dire&tors, and vefting
them with proper Powers, they cannot want Credit:
And tho’ we thould be obliged ro appropfiate {ome
Branch of oﬁ;;l}i?crigé‘, a {mall one will do, furc I
am, Sir, 1t _!ré‘qy e as ufeful a Fund as that for agvi-

Y

. y L 7 :
eating our Rivers, the Concordatum, or the Barrack

“Funds; but tho we thould not think fic to carry the

Scheme fo far as the Granaries, it 1s much to be wifh'd
that wemay not flip this Opportunity to apply for a
Tillage A&, when the great and almoft unequalled
{uffered within this laft Year
Rk A ' " has

-t
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has oved all the World to compaffionate our Di
ﬂxeﬂlsa Misfortunes; and when it is fo impaticnely
expected from our Neugijours of England, that-we
fhould pafs fome Laws here for reftraining the grear
Export of Wool to Francé, which can never be
more effeGtually done,. nor with more real Service
both to Britain and Ircland, than by encouraging our
Tillage, and by that means breaking in upon the
Trench Sheep Walk,

‘When, S1r, I tock my Pen in Hand, T did not
intend to crouble you with more than whar relared to
the Tillage and Granaries, bur fome other Marters
have fince occared, which now,. my Hand isin, I
{hall {ubmit to your Confideration.

"The Woollen Manufadure is certainly the Bone
of Diflention between England and Ireland : They
have in a manner loft ie; and we have not got it;
fuch is the Misfortune of tHe Controver{y between us.
‘T'he Farmers in all the running Countries have fallen
1to a new, an unnatural Expence, not from any In-
creafe of Riches, but from the good Pennyworths of
French Run Goods which are daily offered them by
the Pf:lfuns concerned in the clandeftine Wool Trade,
and their Under- Agents, which muft cerrainly impo-
verith and eat them up in a few Years; the fair
Tradersare every where underfold by the Smugglers
the Revume is greatly funk by the Dtcay of the open
and fair Ty ade, the Nation is run into a Debt, which

if puie lv Care be not taken, muft certainly bring up-
on usa new Land Tax for z‘chmt rents and I—’mrrb-
morey are already a Tax of above two Shillings in
toe Pound, a Matter which at this Time I'would have
veiy well underflood) and the French are the only
Gainers by it; for the Growers of Wool receive not
near {o gnod a Price as they did when the Englifh
Manufattures fourithed, the Price of Wool has
greatly funk as they decayed, and at this time the Price
15
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that the Stock-mafters are almoft un-

is lowering fo,
done too; fo that itis very unfortunate for both Coun-
tries, that this Affair 1s not fet upon a proper Footing,

The Englifp have loft the Woollen Trade, they

are no Strangers to ouf Running Bufinefs, they lay
all the Blame upon us, not ifcerning their own
unfortunate Incapacity  to, carry it con in all_its
Branches: an Incapacity which they muft for ever
labour under whilft their heavy Debrs and Taxes
continue ; and they vainly imagine, that if our Run-
ning of Wool could be prevented, they might again
recover that valuable Trade ; this has put them upon
overal Schemes, Guardfhips to watch our Coafls, pe-
nal Laws in various Shapes, all t© no Purpofe: Dut
the thinking Few amongt them, {ee plainly the in-
ward Diftemper thar difables them, and would be very
willing to indulge us ' the Liberty of certain Branches
of the Woollen Manufalture, if they could depend
upon us, under the Advantage of fuch an Indulgence,

"to guard our own Coafls, and fend no Wool to

France ; for it is certain, that the French could not
extend their Woollen Bufinefs to any great Matter of
national Profit, without Frifb or Englifi Wool.
They fee plainly, Sir, that the Policy of King
Charles 11's Time, and of King Willian's, cannot at
all fuic with this: In thofe Days, the French had nc-
thing to fay to the Woollen Trade, and every Plece
of Manufature which was exported from Ireland,
was in {o much 2 Lofs to them; we were the only
Rivals in the Trade; but ac prefent the Cale 15 al-
tered, the Queftion is not between England and Ire-
Jand, but between the Britifb Dominions and the
French: and in Truth-and in Fa&, every liece of
Woollen Goods now exported from Ireland, far from
hurting, the Englifb Manufa&urer, helps him, for it
prevents the French from working up three times as

much (the ufual Allowance being one third of our
£ 3 VVOO.],
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Wool, to two of ‘theirs, which without our Wool
would be perfeily ufelefs) and it ar the fame time
rakes from them at'ﬁ)re’ign Markets '(where “tisrwell
known we underfel them) a Cuftomer for ‘one of
theirs; and by this means, England has an Opportu-
nity to make a Gain of their Lofs, and to find room
at the foreign Markets for three Pieces of theirGoods
in the room of thofe which the Fremch would have
been able to fend out, had rhey rhe Primium of the
fingle Piece we wrought tp and exported. |

They fee alfo, that ‘where 2 whole People
pique themfelves upon ‘exportinig a Commodity in
which they think themfelves unfjuftly reftrained, ’tis
impoffible for any Power, they ¢an fend to watch
them, by any threatened Penalfies to reftfain them
from it; but thatif they had ofice given us a reafon-
able Sliare in'the Manufa&ures, it would then be our
Intereft to keep from our Rivals Primum of the Ma-
nufalture, and we fhould every Man in Irelsnd be
a Guarda Cofta to reftrain’ir, _ -

This the Men of Senfe of all Sides the Queftion
{ee and know, andthus'they have reafoned in the laft
Seffion of Parliament, upon the angry Motion made
1n their Houfe of Commons for the Repeal of the A&
pafled the Year before, for taking off the Duties of
Yarn exported from Ireland for England, and for li-
cenfing new Ports here.

Now, Sir, it is certain, that on the Coafts of Spain
and Portigal, and the Mediterrancan, in the Seuffs,
&¢. which we fend them, we, under all the Difficul-
ties of a clandeftine Trade, underfel the French eighe
per Cent. and it is as certain, that the French underfel
the Englifh as much ; ichas been fzid eleven per Cent.
What room for Hefirarion 2 Can our Trade to thofe
Parts clath with the Englih ¢ Who can fuffer bue
the French ¢ 1f the French are beat out of the Trade,
we {hall gain indeed, but the Englifb mult gain twice

. as
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ap';aauch gvery Plece we lell mpﬁ be a Draw “o‘au.
of three upon the French, Ex| orts, , he(,aufe 1 kceps
trom France a l;’rlmqm \mh W o,pld lg & eng to
twice as much. ¢f their ot emra}s ufe e 5‘11 q< N and
England would have, qhe Eencﬁt upon that Arg;]e,
which ro be fure, would t ey, confider Qghtfy, muﬁ:
be a {ufficient Inducement to then] to fet.us at ‘Wwork
in that Branch of Trade ; and if tfu:y dofp, {1 lea-
leufies muit mturally fubfd‘., the falﬂ: Fatpot in
which at prefent prevails of encouragin the c]a,nde,-
ftine Wool Trade wich France, ult ml%ntf_\, change

[T 1u£;b a;ders and
not one Lock of Wool can afterwards be thip ¢ from
this Country to France. | . .

I would {ubmi.ic. to your, Conﬁderanon Slr
whether it may pot thereid’re be now, very {ea onabL,
to bring, in a Pill to prevent the E\}portarlon of W 001
or Woollen Manufaéures, to. France, or any other
Country but England; qtpd n tlus Bill, to imt ‘e Clanfes
of Exemption for {fuch Manuﬁl&ures as we fell in the
Countries abovemenrlong,d

:On this Occafign, it wﬂl be nege[{axy to be weﬂ
apprifed of what thofe Gopds part;aululy are, and (o
take Care not to glath with Eng/and in {uch Branches
as they are yet able tg tollow

It this be done, T have o doubt upon me bt the
Bl“ may megt with a ready Concurrence, p.aruc.ularly
if it be fent over in the Hands of Perfons who have
Capacity to teafon upon it before the Council, and to
condut atias ar thould, .

- And, hexe, Sir, I muft obferve to }ou, a ﬂcfc&
ot what : appears (0 me a great Dcfec\: in our Mau: age-
ment; we are 1»\113*ever our Rights may be) to all
Intents'a depending Countty ; all our Laws muft have
the Coucurrence, of the Euglih Council;, we are
cramped in feveral Branches ot "Lrade, in which we

might be ufeful o England; our ! Vanufalures, par-
ticularly
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ticularly the Linnens, want flill farther Encourage-
ments; we are the pooreft Country in Europe, and of
confequence can work the cheapeft; our Situation,
with refpe& to England, which is the Fountain of
Pleafure as well as Preferment to all thefe Dominions,
draws our Men of Fortune in fuch Crowds inte it,
that let our Acquifitions by Trade and Manufatures
be what they will, let our Riches be ever fo grear,
it muft all center there; and there never can remain
at home {o much as to enhanf{z the Price of Labour,
or put our Manufafures in {fuch acondition as to be-
come too dear for the foreign Markets, fo that Exg-
Jand muft for ever have here betweentwo and three
Millions of People, poflefled of a fertile Country pof-
fefled of infinite Treafure in Wool and Flax, ready
and able to beat France or any other Country out of
thofe Branches of Trade; ;and thisy Sir, 1s a Blefling”
which no other Prince in the World, that I can at
prefent recolle&, is poflefled of, but our own: But,
with all thefe Advantages, we are negleted by Eug-
land, and {uffered to remain idle and unafive, to
ftarve for want of QOccupation, whilft we furnifth an
infinite number of Hands in France with Matter to
employ rhem profitably upon, and we remain ufelefs
to our Mother Country, which, it well informed of
our Circumf{tances, and their own Intereft in us, could
never overlook us as it does, I {ay, therefore, that 1t
is a great Defe& in our Management, not to have a
Refident at Lowndon, to take Care of our Intereft there,
fince in reality there is nothing wanting but a good
Underftanding between us, a proper Ecclairciflement
upon the Matter, to convince the Men in Power there,
how much it is the Intereft of England to, and with
how much Benefit to themfelves they could, grant
us many Advantages in Trade and Manufa&ures, for
want of which, we at prefent languifh and decay.

The Linnen Trade is one which is yet capable of
great
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great Enlargements; for there is one fingle Branch
for which England pays 500,000 /. per Annum to
Germany; they are a certain coarfe brown Linnens,
made ufe of in England tor Lappings, Packings,
Carters Frocks, &¢. and in the Plantations, for
cloathing of Negroes, Servants, &¢. “Lhere s,
’tis true, a heavy Duty upon the Importation, {o that
we can very near underlel the Gernians in England,
but all the Duties to a Trifle are drawn back on the
Re-exportation to the Plantations, {o that there they
meet us on a Par, and the Affiftance of England will
be neceflary, whenever we are in a Condition to fur-
nifh more than their own Confumption requires,

This is a Branch the fitreft to introduce the Lin-
nen Manufacure into: thofe Parts of this Kingdom
which are at prefent idle; the Flax of which it is
made is coarfe, and the Tow is wrought up with 1,
{o that there is no Wafte ; the Spinning is fit for Be-
ginners, and fo is the Weaving; little Art of any
Sort is required abour it; {o that intwo Years,a whole
Country where rhere.is Flax enoligh for them, might
be called our to work; it-would terve burasaSchool
to the People, and in a few Years would neceflarily
beget fine Yarn and Linnen, and good Warkmen from
the narural Defire which is in all Men to excel; and
this Branch wants nothing to {et it on, but a {mall Pre-
mium per Ellto the Exporter ; for every Beginning
is dear, and the natural Indolence of Mankind muit
be called out, and folicited by Profit to Work and
Labour, orit will not dos ,

| know, Sir, a Gentleman who went upon this
Bufinefs in Connaught, and in little more thana Y ear,
he expored 150,000 Ells; fome his Correfpondent
exported to the Plantations; there he was underfold
by the old expenienced Germans, who met him on a
Level by the Benehic of their Drawbacks; the reft

were put intopthe Hands of Huy and Wileox in Lon-
: © dong
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dan who lately ftopt Payment there, and 1 Fear they
are gone to'a worfe Market, ' -~ !

“Trvis a Pity this Gentleman has not met with the_

; ‘Encouragement fuch an Undertaking defcrved, if he

had,, the whole Country would. have at' once. fallen
int6 thar Bufini- “{s; bat he maft probably noW quir it,
and that will thiow fuch 2 Damp o that Braich,
that it will'be very hard'ro bring it to Life dgain ; and’
could it be'pufh’'d on “with Succefs, it would:cerrainly
in ten Years in {o fhort aTiheas ten Y,eﬁ‘s, bnng us
soo LA per Anhum. "7 T8 Y
It will be'well to donfider likew 1{&, Sir, that i it is
a great Neglect in us not to grow our own Flax Seeds;
it 16 of the greateft c0nfequeﬁce to us, in my Opinion,
to employ our Thoughis abolit Mea'ns to be furnithed

with Seed at home ; i'or our gteat Demarids'upon Ger-

" aiany for Seed) miake them grow, vafk, Quanticiés of

Flax vhich they would non:.ot‘he;ways dp* there is a
Sort of Necefliey upon the Peop’fc. to work it up in
ofie Sort or other, when it ls once produced,, and-the
Grower has {fuch 'a Profit on' the Seed that he affords
the Flax for Tieele: of’nothmg, {fo 1t'ts: no' wonder:if .

' the underfel us in that. Branch; and I am reall v.of.

Opmmn, that could-we gat the Flax Seed produced:
at home, it would'havé the fame Effect upon us, we !
fhould have a Plefity of Flax fufficient to employ all;
the Hands in'the Kingdom agd if - theJ Blowwere ¢ -+
plenty and cheap,’it waildfind e g’ .}xdﬁﬁ to- ,'
work upon it ; there would be. ’a“l’éémﬁ ‘of* Linhens
of alt Sorts, aid they could be afforded in {o much
the cheaper as the Primum is cheapsr : Befides, Sir,
a3 thig'Sort of ' Linuén requires the coarfe Flax, che
Réople could afford to lst the Seed ripen ; whereas’
for wane of a Fabtick forit, they at prefent pull their
Elax before the Seed i 1snpc that it may bs fine enough
for their prefear Bufinefs,
In ‘my Apprehention, Sir, this is a Seafon which
. calls

‘ ~
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calls upon us very particularly to enlarge our Flax
Grounds, and fet all Hands to work on &at Branch:
The Spanifb Weft- Indies is now open to us, and itis
highly probzble, at leaft we have reafon to hope,
that the Gentlemen at the Helm, whenever there 1s
a Peace, may ftipulate for an open Trade for our Irifb
Linnens there ; in which cafe, if we can be ready,
the Linnen Trade muft be an infinite Fund ot Riches
to a whole People poffefled thereof, in one of the
Countries the firreft for it of any in Europe.

And, Sir, before'1 have done with this, Tmuft ob-
ferve to you, that Exgland upon the fame P'rinciple
on wiich T expe& their Concurrence to a Tillage
Bill, muft neceflarily give us all.iheé'Encouragement
in their Power.  The five Qounugs of the North,
which have .« He&ually beraken themfelves to the
Linnen Manufa&ures, have not enough of Wool to
cloath them fves : all their Laiid is taken up for Corn,
Potatoes anc i 1% ro feed themfilves withal, and far
from exporting v+ -1 clandettinely to France, they
are obliged to buy them Cloathing from the orher
Provinces ; and :his would certaialy be the cafe of the
whole Ringdom, #f thc Tillage and Linnen Manufac-
tures were once eff &ually {pread through it; fo that
if chis Matter is once well underftood in England,
we need not doubt of their ready Concurrence with
any Reque it we can make, either for Encouragement
of our Tijlage or Linnen Manufa&ures; and if we
have all Hands once at work, it maitcrs not whether
it be Wool or Linnen they work upon, we {hall not
need to. difpure it with them.

I muft obferve to you, Sir, that the Germans (and
their Fa& rs in England) have lately gotinte a Me-
thod: of ' counierfeiting our Irifb Stamps upon their
foreign Linnens; and by that Means avoiding ths

Dury 3 and, which is almoft asbad, by affixing our

3

“Seals to the worft of their Linnens, they difcredir the

D Irifke
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Irifb Manufa8ure there : The Scofch too, have got
this Policy from the Germans, and T have heard fe-
veral Gentlemen in the Irifp Linnen Trade make
heavy Complaints of this Matter : If T miftake not,
there is at prefent no Law to punifh the Proceeding,
or if there be, no fingle Factor will bé at the Ex-
pence, unlefs he be aﬁ%fed of Reimbur{ement from
the Linnen Board. ’ ]
This, Sir, is, I affure you, 4 great and growing
Evil, and ought to be immediately atteiided to , for
the Scotch are growing f241 1n that Méanufaéure, and
if we cannot find 2 way to punifh - this cheir artful
way of dilcreditng our Mnutackures, it may be at-
tended with great Evils to our Sales in England, which
is at prelent our only Market for Limien. |
I thall derain you no longer, Sir, bur juft to ob-
ferve to you, that we have manifefted 2 moft unpar-
donable Supinenefs, in fo many Years as have pafled
fince the Revolution, by our Negle& to put thePro-
perties of this ngddm upon a Foot of greater Se-
curity than it is at ‘prefent, : v 2R '
 We were tafk Year alafmed with an intended Inva-
fion; and it was {o it belicved, that the Government
was at a confiderable Expence to furnifh Magazines,
and to provide for a Defence. Ali Europe 1s at this
prefent time in Arms; and in cafe of a general War,
no one knows what Attempts may be made upon thefe
Kingdoms by the Enemies of our Religion and our
Liberties. - I hope we fhall be always {afe, but we
cannot forget to have feen the Pretender in Britain,
at the Head of a formidable' Number of rebellious
'Lroops: He was defeated, and his Defigns were baf-
fled; but had he unfortunately fucceeded there, 1t
_would have been a very terrible Circum{tance, that
the Proteftants of Ircland who wete in Arms for all
~ahat was dear to them, their Religion, their Property
~apd their Liberty, fhould be expofed to'the {ame Ezils
: : that
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that the Papifts of Ireland fuffered on the Revoluti-
" on; they did but what w fhould have done, took up
"' Arms for the King de Falio, the Prince ro whom
they had fivorn Allegiance; we {hould certainly have
done fo (God avert the Occafion) To:morrow, were
there need: And is it not a frightiul Thought?
Enough to cool the hotteit Zealot ¢ That had “we
failed in the Attempt, we fhould all of us forfeit our
Eftates as the Facobites in 88 have doneéj; there is
o Law for us; the Satute of Femry VIL which pro-
vides a Security for all thofe who rake” Atms for che
King de Fatlo, or fight under their Allegiance, was
pafied a Year or two after Poining’s Law,and does not
extend to Ireland, fo that we are Icft expofed in cafe -
of any Attempt upon us, t0 the gréateft Dariger ima-
ginable ; and ‘us much to be feared, thata Refl-Gion
of this Sort might in time of need throw a Damp
upon many; who are otherways the braveft and moft
zealous Proteftants amongft us, and leave us a difuni-
ted and weak Support to the Proteftant Succeffion.
I ishigh Time, therefore, Sir, to think ferioufly
of this Matter, and not to lofe a Day before a Bill 1s
broughr in to this Purpele; we have a Right to expe&k
it, we have fought for the Revolution, and we are
no inconfiderable Part of the Proteftant Intereft; let
us be made fafe, let us be united in’ one general Se-
curity, and our Lives are ready to ftake for the Pro-
teftant Succeffion ; his Majefty and his Family will
‘be fure of Friends, that will Man by Man die for
him, it will add greatly to his Security, it will for ever
difappoint the Hopes of any Popifh Pretender to his
Domifiions, and deter a certain Power (who has for
fome Years taken upon him to difpofe of Kingdoms
and Principalities at Will, and to weaken all, that the
- whole may one Day fall an cafier Prey to its Ambition )
% from faying with an arbitrary Voice, Owe of the In-
Yants of Spain mifi bave Ircland,
Upon

[. F‘_‘_1L
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Upon the Whole, Sir, you may éafily fee that
there are many Things of grear Importance to the

Welfare of this Country, that call upon you, and the
reft of your Brethren in Power, for your {peedy At-
tention; tisa Pity to wafte much Time upon Tri-
fles, when weightier Marters call upon us: Iréland
is but an Infanc in the Manufactures ; we muft not lie
under a fhameful Defpondency; and becaufea Ru-
mour is {pread, that England is no Friend to Ireland,
(which is in itfelf an unnatural Falfehood) make no
Tryals of their Friendfhip and Regard to us; the At-
tempt can coft us nothing but a Portion of that Time
which is fpent upon Enquiries into over Drawings,
controverted Elections, and Party Difputes: What
is it to Ireland who is the Great Man, if neither the
one nor the othet will labour in its Intereft, let us
not be divided upon it, but let every Man lay his
Head and his Heart to the Good of his Couatry, and
purfue with a fteady Attention the greater Matters,
the Increafe of our Manufactures, the Inlargement
of our Trade, the Encouragement of our-Tillage,
the Security of our Liberties and Properties, and the
Welfare of the whole Kingdon.

This is what I with you may all do ; and if you
refolve upon it, the Face of this poor Country will
be {oon changed from what it was the laft Summer,
and put on an healthy and florid Complexion.

I amn, Sir,

Your moft obedient,
Noft’.- 15, .

1741,

and mofi bumble Servani.
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