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- Facion Detected,
BY THE
Evipexce of FACTS.

PPOSITION to the Meafures of Government,
whether good or bad, is no new thing in this or
any other Country, where the People have any
fhare in the Legiflature.. For where-ever that
Circumftance is found, the Materials for the Advancement of
private Views abundantly occur ¢ And in Proportion to the
Importance of fuch a  Country, Subjelts ambitious of Prefer~
ment have more Incentives to urge them on to Purfuits of this
Nature, more inftruments to aflift them in their Undertaking,
and more Pretexts to delude and to impofe upon the Multitude.
The Employments in fuch a Country muft of Neceflity be
numerous and lucrative, the .Enoagements of the Publick fre~
quent and expenfive, the Dangers from its Neighbours
greater, their Jealoufy and Ill-wili more to be apprehended,
and confequently with more Privacy and Caution counteraéted.
"This enables artful Men to raife Murmurs againft the moft ne-
ceflary Charges of the State, and to quarrel with the beft
means of Publick Seeurity with a manifeft Advantage, be-
caufe it is ealy to difpute the Wifdom of Meafures, which can
never be entirely difclofed, till they are fully executed ; and
the Poifon infufed into the People has performed its Operation
before the Nature of the thing can poflibly admit a Deteétion
of the Falfities and Mifreprefentations employed againft them ;
while the Publick, already prejudiced, never give themfelves
the Trouble to examine what 1s pait ; either taking more De~
light in the Difcovery of Error, than in the Purfuit of - Truth ;
or not having the Means furnifhed with equal Induftry ; or being
diverted by fome frefh Objection, ftarted to fome new Conduét.
In Proportion to the Riches of any' Country, Poverty be-
comes more prefling upon many by a natural Contraft. In all
fuch Countries the wretched are certainly more wretched than
in others which flourifh lefs ; becaufe the Neceflaries of Life
%, arc dear, and not to be had without that Induftry, which
A 2 Numbers
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Numbers will- be found to want, in 4l Places, however
portune the Means of Employment may be ; and Men of this
kind may be induftrious in a Fa&ion, which is carried on by
Noife, Drunkennefs, and Riot, when they can be o in nothing
elfe. In all trading Countries the Profpe&t of Gain allures
many to adventurous Undertakings above their Abilities, by
which fome muft be undone, and thefe never fail to attribute
to Mifmanagéments of Government, thofe Evils- which arife
from their own Sloth, Incapacity, or Avarice----—= Again, in
fuch Countries, the Luxury of fome induces others to follow
them in the fame Expence, to the Ruin of themfelves and of
their Families, and the Generality ' of thefe unite in Views of
a like Nature.----- And in all populous Countries from a Variety
of Diftrefs, fuch Objects muft be very numerous; fo from the
very Numbers of a People alone, Fa&ion always derives a
great Advantage; fince from the Difference of “Difpofitions,
with which Men are born into the World, fome will infallibly
arife from time to time, framed by nature itfelf of a reftlefs
and difcontented Temper ; form’d, whether they have Caufe
for it or not, to be as well a Torment to themfelves, as 2
Plague to the Society in which they live.-~— Nor can Oppo-
fition, right or wrong, want even Property to gild it over
and to grace it ; for Men arifing from the loweft Level of the
People, and advancing into confiderable and ealy Fortunes, are,
by a natural Confequence, too often led to confpire againft that
very Felicity, Peace, Quiet, and Profperity, to which alone they
have owed their Exiftence,------ Arrogance and Pride, without
2 more than common fhare of Underftanding, are the univerfal
Product of 2ll hafty Advancement. Thefe Men repine at
what they never before had Leifure to confider ; that there is
il a certain difference between their Condition and . that of
another Rank, which they cannot remedy by all their Efforts to
exceed them in Expence.--—---- This fomething, which they
find ftill wanting, fours them with their own State, and in-
clines them to fall in with any popular Difcontent ; partly,
to gratify their Vanity in infulting thofe above them ; and
partly, to create a Chaos, out of which they hope to emerge
upon a ‘Level with thofe they envy.---- From whence the Ob-
fervation holds moft true, That all Nations, in proportion
to their Increafe, grow "turbulent and faGtious, and from this
Quarter arife thofe levelling Schemes, in the Contention for
which, fooner or later, Anarchy enfues ; and in procefs of time,
the Lofs of that real Liberty, whofe facred Name is fo often
{pecioufly prophaned by Malice and Ambition. Even Liberty
itfelfy the more perfect it is, produces thefe Effe@s more ﬁron%_ly
or
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for Wantonnefs and Licentioufnefs, which are its evil Geniiy
tempt all depraved Tempers to abufe it, and expofe many to the
Lath of the Laws, and to the juft Indignation of Power ; which
none, who feel, forgive, however they deferve it. At the fame
time, the natural Tendency in all Mankind to expeét more Fa=
vour than they merit, provokes unjuft Refentments againt Go-
vernment, and a certain Infirmity (of which we all in fome
Degree partake) to be uneafy with what we have, and to en-
deavour after more, inclines Multitudes, either out of Views of
private Benefit to themfelves, or general Views of encreafe of
Privilege to the Order in which they ftand, to follow any fet
of Men, who take the Lead in Oppofition of any kind.
All thefe move by a fecret Principle to that Quarter where it
ereés its Standard, be it juft or unjuft, be it to fave or to de-
ftroy their Country. |

It is obvious from hence, and it is a Truth that cannot be dif~
puted, however it may affect the Credit of many pretended Pa-
triots, that the Difcontented Party of all Denominations confift
iz general of Men of no Principle, and of every unworthy Cha-
racter. It’s Root is always the fame ;— but indeed it’s Effeéls
are very different. It becomes in fome Conjunctures of very
beneficial Confequence, when it is led by Men of honeft Views ;
and equally pernicious in others, when conducted by Men of 2
different Charader. In the ficft Cafe it is an Oppofition ; in the
fecond it is a Faction.

Fa&ion is of two kinds in this Country,—— Opp(afrion led by
Republicans ; and Oppofition led by Facobites. f the two
great Parties into which this Nation has been long divided——
the #higs (though not Republicans) have formerly join’d the
firft the Zories (though not Facobites) do conftantly
abet the laft. They who inow the Nature of this Country,
Eho are acquainted with our Hiftory, need no Definition or

efcription of thefe two Parties, and all who are capable of
Obfervation and Refle@tion can eafily trace the Reafons of
their refpective Condu@. It is therefore fufficient for us in
this Place, and this is a Fa&, which cannot be denied ; and
without a zealous Attachment of one or other of thefe two
Parties, Faltion is incapable of doing much Prejudice to
Britatn,

A Fa&ion of the former kind once deftroyed the Liberties
and Conftitution of this Nation. It grew up unobferved with
the great Improvements of its Commerce, and was nourifhed
}ntheuncommon Meafures of Profperity, which arofe from a’
long Tranquility, and a wonderful Encreafe of Wealth
after the Difcovery of the #7ef ludies, which diffufed itfelf
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through the Commons, and gave them Ability to contend with
a Prince, who, ignorant of this new acquired Vigoﬁr of the
People, and vainly fond of Power, provoked it by avowed At- -
tempts to introduce an abfolute Authority. .

This Fattion, by the Imprudence of that Prince, appeared at
firft no more than an honeft Oppofition. But ‘abetted at
length by the Majority of the Nation, (who neither ‘perceived

- how dangerous it ‘was, nor could have ‘well avoided joining

with it, if they had, to preferve themfelves againft the violent
Attack then made upon their Freedom,) grew too ftrong both
for the Prince and for the Laws, The miferable Confequences
that it brought upon us are related at large in the hiftories of
England from 1642 to 1660. 2t

Thefe Evils of Faction in a Republican Form prevented its
Revival again in the fame Shape.— The People of England had
(fince the Union of the two Houfes of ¥sr4 and Lancajter)
never feen it in another.—They therefore feared it in no other,
This gave it Opportunity to fhew itfelf in a new Form, and Op-
pofition became again a FaQion in the Reign of the late Kin
William, and a Fa&ion of a much more dangerous Nature thar
the firft. | |

For whereas the Republicans, who are the Leaders of the firft
Faction, are in this Country little more than Whigs overheated
by Oppreflion, and an extravagant Abufe of Power ; as in rea-
lity there is very little of that Pripciple exifting among Men of
Property and Fortune, and as it is chiefly confined to %/Ien of an

- inferior Clafs ; they may be eafily brought to moderate their

Views by what it is in the Power of every honeft Government
to apply : But the Leaders of the fecond Fa&ion fet out with Ex-
pectations, that no Government, without being fels de fe, can
gratify.  For they fet out upon the View of changing the Princes
upon the Throne, and in neceflary confequence to transform
the Conftitution and Religion of the Kingdom.

In a word, a Jacobite Fa&ion aflumed the ShaEe of Oppofi-
tion in that Reign ; that is, the People under the Circumftances
I have mentioned, and the Difcontented of all Denominations
acted in a Party, direCted-either fecretly or openly by Leaders,
whofe Views intended the Reftoration of King Fames IL. or of
his Family. _ e

Now that this Fation was more dangerous than that which
had appeared before, is farther manifeft from hence. That the
Republicans profeffed a Principle, and of a kind, which led them
to do very great and glorious things. Their Zeal was indeed
miftaken, but it clafk’d in its Purfuit, neither with the Honou;;
nor the Independency of their Country, and the Strength thci;
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this Party lay in the Acceffion of thofe who had the greateft .
Share of Senfe and Honefty.—---They were therefore fteady in’
every Conjuncture to defend the Nation againft its Enemies
abroad, and particularly againft its moft dangerous Enemy of
all, the French ; and unlefs in Times of extream and rare Necef-
fity, were deferted conftantly by their Auxiliaries the Whigs,
before they could bring their Scheme to any mature Effe&.

But the Facobite Faction profeffed no Principle at all, or fuch
as deferves the Name of none.-—-They had indeed a View, but it
was private Title, the Intereft of one Man, and of one Family.
An Obje& in itfelf unworthy any Party and criminal too in the
higheft Degree, in this Inftance, becaufe it was the private Title,
and the Intereft of a Man and Family, who by their Education
and Religion were nourifhed in a fatal Enmity to their Coun-
try.——- Thefe Men therefore from the indifpenfable Nature of this
their firft View, could be animated with no good Sentiment for
the Publick, and from the Circumftances of their Cafe, were
obliged to affift the Ambition, fupport the Power, and abet the
Views of France, by whofe Force alone they could hope to bring

their Point to bear.  Their Oppofition therefore tended in every
Step to deftroy the Honour and Independency of their own Coun-

try. - The Strength of their Party lay in the Acceflion of thofe
who were the weakeft and moft difhoneft Men ; for who elfe
could join in fuch a View as this ; and therefore as all who fur-
nithed them- affiftance muft be either tainted in their Principles

to their Country; or wrong in their Heads before they could en-

gage with them, their Condu&t was conftant, or wilful Error ;
and thus their Auxiliaries the Tories, if ever they feparated
fram their Fation, never did it till it was almoft too late, and
never faw that they were deceived, or that they blindly concurred
to the Ruin of their Country, till Ruin was at the very Gate.

It is vifible from hence, that there is much lefs Danger from

‘a Republican than from a Facobite 5 or in fofter Terms, from

a Whig than from a Tory Oppofition. A Whig Oppofition
is therefore that alone with which the People for many Years
have ventured to concur, and the only one with which they can
for a Moment concur fafely.

But even when they follow this, they are not always withouit
fome Danger. For when Oppofition under any Title rifes high,
and becomes formidable, demanding fuch Terms, as Govern-
ment is honeftly under equal and real Difficulty either to grant

wor to refufe, the Symptoms are ftrong, and the Sufpicion

generally juft, that fuch an Oppofition 1s converted into Fac-
tion.-—Nor can the Generality of Men diftingnifh cafily of what

'Species it may ‘be ; for both the Republican Principles, and

S
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the Facobite Views, being long fince fufficiently deteGed; and
being therefore both become deteftable to moﬁeﬁ'id?:d; b?tdh
the one and the other are extreamly careful not to allow the;r
refpedtive Purfuits,--— When they take off the Mafk with greateft
¥reedom, the Republicans denominate their Faction by' no harfher
Name than that of a #hig, nor the Facobites than that of 2
Tory Oppofition.----Nor would the #higs be brought to fupport the
one, nor the Tories to abet the other without this Artifice ; and
yet by this Delufion of Names, both Parties have been at dif-
ferent Times led on till they have very near deftroyed the Con-
fitution. In fa&, every Fa&ion will, without Scruple, afflume
any Appellation to impofe upon Mankind ; and the moft inve-
terate Jacobite Faction, to carry its View, will profefs to a& upon
a Whig Principle, when that becomes the favourite Principle, as
1t is at this Time. An Oppofition therefore may become Re-
publican or Jacobite, when the Vulgar little conceive it to be
either. -The Judgment muft be formed not upon what Men call
themfelves, but upon what they do, upon what they ac, wupon
what is the vifible Tendency of their Meafures and Purfuits.-—
Whether they are a Fation or not, or of what Species their
Fadtion is, can be determined only by their Condu&, and may
be infallibly determined by that means. Now the Criterion of
2 Whig Condudt, 75 (as may be collected from what we have al-
ready obferved) to refyf? and reduce the Powsr and the Criterion
of a Jacobite or Tory Falion, direttly or indirettly, to affif?,
encourage, and fupport the Interefts of France. ‘
 This I have premifed to give a general Idea of the Nature of
Oppofition, and of Faétion in this Country, that I may with
more Facility lay open to the Publick what I have to offer as to
the Oppofition of this Time---- and which I think it my Duty to
offer, becaufe I will be bold to affirm, that they are grofly de-
ceived in it, and that inftead of purfuing a Whig Oppofition,
which they conceive it to be, they now abet and fupport @ Tory
Oppofition, and a Facobite Faction, which from the Circumflances
of this Time, and the Impudence of its proceeding, is become more
dangerous than ever that Fattion yet has been in this Nation,

Had this been afferted two Years ago, it would have met with
nothing but Ridicule, and it would have been impoffible to have
induced the Majority of the People of England to have believed
that the Jacobites could ever have given this Country any Unea-
fmefs again.---- The Reafon is very evident.

All the ill Humours of this Nation colleted together had,

for feveral Years laft paft, combined a very ftrong Oppo- |

fition; but this Oppofition was led by Whigs, by Men
known to be of this Principle, that they had the Afcend-
ant
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int both by their fuperior Abilities and Experience, and by the
Turn of the Nation, to fuch 2 Degree, that they kept down
oIl Efforts of the Jacobites. They direCted the Mlcans of Op-
pofition ; and the Tendency was therefore to Points wholly
free from any Symptoms of that kind. The Tories and Jacos
bites fullenly worked on under thefe Leaders, and could -never
attain any Degree of Influence over Men of better Parts, and
better Principles ; they knew not dire@ly whither they were
going, but they hoped towards Confufion, and that they might
have a Chance to work out fomething if that confufion fhould
arife.~~The People at the Beginning of this Oppofition, which
lafted near twenty Years, were living in great Numbers, who
remembred the Condué of this Faction in the Reign of King
William and Queen Anne.---They remembered how after King
Wiliam was feated upon the Throne, and after being grown
deteftable by various Attempts of Plots and Aflaffinations, they
had been obliged to foften their true Name in that of Tory 3
how under that Title they had difclaimed their fecret Tenet, and
profefled only to maintain certain Opinions as to Church and
State, which had been plaufibly introduced among the People in
the great Rebellion by the Clergy , and inculcated from the
Pulpit, to make a Party againft the violent Do&rines of the Re-
publicans of that Time.-—The wrong Opinions of the one be-
got thofe wrong Opinions of the other : And though the Pa/-
fion of the firft had been difgraced by the Iffue of that Rebel-
lion, the Na%enﬁ of the other had not yet difgraced itfelf
{o far.~—The Prefbyterians had ruined both the Church and
Monarchy 3 but the High Churchmen had not brought in Popery
and arbitrary Power, they had even affifted (at Jaft) in fome De-
gree at the Revolution to keep it out——-The Publick in general
were not able to judge but of what they faw 3 and they did
not fee how near they were to have done both before they had
the Senfe to ftop, nor how they were puzzled to reconcile their
Nonfenfe with that Condu@. Thefe therefore were the favourite
IPartg of that Time.—-Of thefe the Facobites laid hold :-—All this
the People, during the late Oppofition, faw very clearly ; (for
many, as I bave obferved, were at the Commencement of it
living, when the Facobites, thus under the name of Zoriess
jed the Oppofition of that Time ; ) how the People were de-
Juded by it ; whither they were carried, and what Pretences
they had ufed .

They remembred that this Fadtion fet out with a furious
pretended Zeal for Monarchy, Non-Refiftance and Heredi-
tary Right ; they remembred how they flirred up the People

with
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with imaginary Dangers about - the Church ; they remembered
alove all the infamous Endeavours ufed to diftrefs the Govern-
ment in its Attempt to reduce the Power of France, and to pre=
vent the Exertion of our own Weight to maintain the Ballance
of Europe.~~--The various Means exercifed by different Perfons
at the fame time according to their different Capacities to effe&
this £.nd, and according to the different Capacities of thofe upon
whom they practifed--——fometimes pretending that we had nothing
to do with Affairs upon the Continent--—--- fometimes that the
View of reducing France was impracticable, that the Expence
‘was not poffible to be borne, that our Trade was ruined-—-fome-
times that France was really not dangerous----equally magnify-
ing every Succefs of that Power to terrify, equally mifrepreient-
ing every Defeat to betray their Countrymen into a falfe Secu-
rity-—--ridiculing every Meafure that was taken for that End-—---
infinuating, that the king ‘was a Dutchman, and had only the In-
tereft of Holland at Heart-—-that every Alliance was made for the
Intereft of the Dutth alone—--that the Nation was beggared for
a_Foreign View--—-that the King delighted in War, becaufe it
afforded a Pretext to maintain great Armies-—that Holland was
not yet attacked, and that the French King, whatever he propofed,
could never be rath’enough to atfempt that-—at leaft that till
he did attempt it, this Nation had no Reafon to ftir, nor any
thing ‘to fear. ! |
.. They remembered this Conduc, and they remembered how
by poifoning ‘the Péople by thefe and an Infinity of other falfe
Infinuations, and with Mifreprefentations of the Expence which
they themfelves rendered: infinitely more grievous, by the Ob-
ftruction given to the Supplies, and the neceffity, which pro-
ceeded from thence, of borrowing large Sums at high Intereft,
they laid the firft foundation for the Debt under which the Na-
tion yet labours----That by thefe means they at length reduced
the King to the Neceffity of confenting to the Partition Treaty,
- for which they reviled and abufed him, and raifed the Ferment
of the People upon him, though it was the Infant of their own
Faction----That by this means they preferved France in the Ze-
nith of her Power, at leifure to prepare againft the Death of the
King of §pain, an Event which was expected every Day---That
though the Profpe of a new War was fo immediate and fo cer-
‘tain, they forced the Reduion of the Army to feven thoufand
Men 5 fo that when the War of 1702 broke qut, before the
Grand Alliance could take place, by the Management of thefe
faithful and fteady Friends of France,- that Prince was enabled
to make an entire Seizure of the Spanifhy Monarchy ; and to
*ﬂ'rengthcn hinfclf to fuch a Point, as to carry on a War aga‘m{f{
Finholt 8
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moft of the Powers of Eurgpe for twelve fucceflive Years, to
which England alone contributed above feventy Millions. ¥

" Théy remembered farther, that though this pernicious Conduét
had eftranged the Nation from them for a time, and had caﬂ:
‘the Adminiftration. of Affairs into the Hands of the Whigs ;
during which whole Period, this Nation was attended with the
moft amazing Series of Succefles ever read of in Hiftory ; ) that
the fame Men. continued the fame Pra&ices, till by low Arts,
they had frightned, and by Infamous Infinuations gained both
‘upon her and upon the People, ftill concealing their grand View
till they had got to the Adminiftration.

They remembred farther (though it feems to be forgotten
now) what they did when they came there.-~—--That they be-
trayed the Faith of this Nation and deferted the Allies.~——— -
That they did it with Circumftances, which clearly proved

‘their Intention to yield them up a {acrifice to France.~————-

That they made a fcparate and an infamous Peace, by which

‘they faved France from inevitable and’ immediate Ruin, and

caft away that immenfe Treafure, which had been expended
in the War, ‘entailing a future Expence flill greater even than
that the])s had “thus iniquitoufly “thrown away ; expofing us to
‘greater Danger than we had even then efcaped, laying a Foun-
Tation for her Reftoration to the, fame Point of Power, and pre-
‘venting at the fame time, by their Perfidy to the Confederates, as
“far as in them lay, all Probability of the fame Union to obftruct

~her Views again. .
. They .temembred how clearly and how fteadily this Plan of

ferving France, had been purfued, and how it was brought

to its full Effect.——--—-And they remembered how near their
Grand View, to which this was fecondarB was brought to an

Iffie too.-——In what manner before the Death of the Queen,
they had deeply laid the Plot of abufing her Authority to bring
the Pretender to the Throne.------—--How notwithftanding their
affeted Loyalty to their Royal Miftrefs, by which they had
not only duped her, but deceived the Nation ; they bafely
meditatéd her Ruin, to whofe Weaknefs they owed their Ad-
vancement.-—How by their dark Intrigues they broke her de-
clining Conftitution and caufed her Death.-—-The only Ser-
vice “they ever did her; fending that unhappy Princefs, by
this Precipitation of her Fate, to a better World, before fhe
had experienced in this far worfe Calamities, which they were -
preparing for her ; the Lofs of her Crown and Dignity, perhaps
a violent End, at leaft Imprifonment for Life.
~ They remembered the Deliverance of this Nation by the
Acceffion of his late Majefty in the moft critical Conjunéture.
-—--"They
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~=—-==lhey remembered the Confidence of this Confpiracy,
which. had ripened fo far in four Years Tory Adminiftration,
that they thought themfelves able to effe that by Force, when
they had loft all Power, which could not have been defeated
hady they continued a few Months longer in it. --They re-
membered the late Rebellion, which broke out immediately
after, and which was fupprefled, more by the Interpofition of
Divine Providence, than by any human Means.

Remembering all this, the laft Scene of which happened not
eleven Years before the Commencement of the late Oppofi-
tion, which may be properly dated from the Hansper Treaty
in 1725.——~The People could not entertain a Fear of a Tory
Faction.----This Scene of Wickednefs had fo fully deteted
thofe, who fet themfelves in the Front of fuch a Fadion, that
even the Tories themfelves blufhed to fee the Tools they had been
made ; and trembled equally with the Whigs, at the Hazards
which their Folly had brought upon the Nation 5 fuch as, to do
them equal Juftice, their Heads had never comprehended, nor their
Hearts ever intended to promote,—-The fhamelefs Condu& of
that Adminiftration, with Regard to France and the Pretender,
caufed an univerfal Averfion to the Tories , and many of
them, fenfible of the Errors of their former Condu&, re-
tamed nothing of what they were but the Name, The
whole Nation appeared wnited in a warm Attachment to the
prefent Royal Family.——The Facion of which we fpeak, fen-
fible of their wounded Intereft, hardly fhewed themfelves in
any Shape, for fome Years. Any new Oppofition, avowedly
begun by them in that Conjunéure, would have ruined them
for ever. Their Arts and their falfe Pretences were too yecent
20 impofe upon Mankind,———And their Converfion, had they
pretended any, would have been tog Judden and unnatural to have
gain’d Belief.

As Security rarely fails to be the Mother of Danger, fo it
was with us,— This feeming fecurity deceived both the
Minifler and the Publick. 1 fhall fpeak frankly and without
Partiality to either. It tempted him to a& with too much
Wantonnefs, and Negligence in Power.——1I¢ tempted others too
much to indulge their Refentment and private Views, The
Faction was no longer dreaded but defpifed. When that has
been the Cafe, it has been always found at length,

Incedimus per Ignes

Suppofitos cineri dolofo.

The Minifter, void of all Apprehenfion of this latent Daf-
ger, gratified his ill Humour to, or took no Pains to manalg_c
the
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the il Humours of thofe he happened to diflike, negleGted
Popularity too much, and ftudied only how to avoid War, as
the Means to procure the Continuance and the Eafe of his
Adminiftration. He knew that in War, if not fuccefs
full, the ill Succefs is always attributed to the Minifter.—If for-
tunate, that it was unavoidably attended with great Expences,
4t which, in the long run, the People murmur. He likewife
faw, that in War, military Men, and active Spirits muft,
by degrees, obtain fome Share of Power ; which he was de-
termined to engrofs. All Europe quickly faw this Foible,
and the two Powers, from whom we have to fear the moft, the
French and Spaniards, play’d him off unmercifully. Thet
Methods were different, but both tending to the fame End.
——The French fattered him with an infidious Friendfhip, -
and the AffeGation of a Pacifick Difpofition. The Spaniards
bullied him upon every Turn. It muft be candidly confefled
that the Peace of Utréchtin 171 2131, and the Difficulties unadjufted
then, had greatly embarrafled all the Affairs of Eurpe.
France and the Emperor had agreed by the Treaty of Raffads,
and Baden the following Year ; but dgreat Difterences be-
tween the Emperor and Spain fubfifted till long after this
Minifter was taken into that Employment. His Prede-
ceflors had been puzzled with thefe Differences. And
in endeavouring to appeafe them, had, by the Quadruple Al-
liance, and feveral fubfequent Treaties and Proceedings, ina
great Degree difgufted both thofe Powers. At the Time there-
fore, when the Reins of this Government were put into his
Hands, it required greater Abilities for Foreign Affairs, and
another Turn to extricate this Nation out of thefe difficult Cir-
cumftances. Inftead of adhering firmly to the Emperor, this
Minifter yielded to the Views of Spain, who infulted us till fhe
had carried one Point, and then infulted us again, till the had
obtained another. The Minifter ftill vainly flattering himfelf -
with gaining that Power by conftant Obligations. But the
Queen, who governed there, knew neither any Sentiment of
Gratitude, nor any Limits to her Ambition. By this Conduct
he ftill provoked the Emperor to a higher Degree, which Spain
obferving, took that Opportunity to accommodate her own
Affairs with the Imperial Court.
 ‘This fudden Friendthip between the Courts of Vienna and
Madrid alarmed the Minifter, who knew he ‘had not the
Friendthip of the one Court, whatever he had done and fuf-
fered for it ; and that he had juftly incurred the Refentments
of the other. He therefore grew jealovs of this Union, and
dreaded fome Effe&t from it, though he knew not what.

He
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He apprehended that.the Peace . of Europe was upon ﬂ.‘z
Point  of being difturbed again ; and without _COanering the
Nature of fuch Di{’curban(‘:é,'that it could not pfejudice"r'ihi.s"
Country 5 that it was on the' contrary, the moft defirable
i].::krent“, that could have happened, and that Fraice could alone
ave Reafon to confider this Union with a Jjealous Eye:— = =
He fuffered himfelf to be impofed “upon by imaginary Fears,
infinuated by France, and immediately exerted himfelf to form
a Confederacy againft the Emperor and Spain 'y whofe Usion
was_effeted by themfelves, for no other Reafon” but: becaufe
we had refufed to medidte for them ; and  that neithef Decency
nor Refentment could permit Spain to accept the Mediation of
France, from whom fhe had received a recent Indignity of a ve-
ry high Nature, by fending back the Infanta, who had been be-
trothed to the King of France. \
This Confederacy which went by the. Name of the Hanower
Treaty, “was concluded between ~ France,’ Pruffia, and Greaf
Britain, the 23d of September, 1725, about "four Months
after the Treaty between the Emperor and Spain, concluded
at Vienna. The late King of Pruffia was then living, and
it is obvious by the Condu& of the Son, what Views the Fa-
ther might have had to induce him, among other Difcontents.
with the fmperial Court, to come into this Meafure—— And
it was ftill much more obvigts, why France fhould have joined
in a Proje®, which was of her own Invention, and the only
Meafure, that could have recovered her out of the moft dan-
gerous Situation that fhe was ever in. ‘The Houfe of Buurbon
was divided apainft itfelf, and fhe was very fenfible it could
not have ftood if this Alliance between the Emperor and
Spain had continued in Force. The natural Antipathy of
the Imperial Court, and the Refentment of Spain to France,
too ‘naturally accounted for the Sums remitted from the
Spanifh Court' t6 Vieyna, and the voft Encreafe of the Imperial
Armies——Thefe" Armies could not have waded through the'
Ocean to hive' attacked Great Britain © The Emberas had
not a'fingle ‘Ship to bring them hither, and the Fleets of Spain
had been déftroyed in the Miditerrancan in the Year 1718
Had it thefcfore been as foleranly true, as it was undovbtedly
falfc, eBat thofe Stipulations had been made in the Pienna Treaty'
to affect Great Brituin, which the Minifter had been impofed’
upon- himfelf, or defired to impofe on others, to believe, Greas
Britain'muft have been out of its Senfes to have been alarmed at’
themi= A Squadron of Ships of War fet upon the Coafts of
Shainy and another of Obfervation on our own” Coafks toge-
ther with the Body of Forces always maintained at home, w}?t-ld:
: ‘e ' ave
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have prevented all Poffibility of the fmalleft Danger of Invas
fion, which can never be juiﬂa‘r feared but from France aloney

or France and Spain united, a Cafe vifibly not then exifting, and"
more remote than it ever was.— L'he French therefore well knew"
that thefe Preparations muft have been defigned againft them~

felves ; and if the very diftant Sound of War had not terrified ,
the Minifter to the Lofs of his Wits, we might probably have

feen an Event at that Time, which we fhall probably never have
in our Power to fee again The Houfe of Bourksm ruined by

itfelf, and France reduced, without the Expence of a fingle

Shilling to this Country.
We have now feen France preferved, and the Houfe of Au=

f#ria confederated againit by its natural and old “Ally Great Bri-

-
Y

2ain 3 we have feen the fame effeted by the Pufillanimity of a
Whig Minifter, which was the conftant View of a Zory Ad-
miniftration—1he fame honeft Zeal which animated the Whigs
againft the Tories, moft juftly and indifpenfibly induced many of
them to enter into an Oppofition to an Adminiftration, who
with different Principles purfued the fame End This will war-
rant, before God and Man, the Oppofition that we have lately
feen It thews that it was carried on upon Whig Principles 5
that it was the grand Principle of humbling France, and of affift-
ing the Houfe of Auftria, to which they adherred, and which
they intended to maintain by this Oppofition—It was not a Quar-
vel about particular Laws or Alterations of the Conftitution, as
it is now falfely fuggefted to have been.  Something of this kind is
attempted in the Courfe of every Oppofition, and fomething of
Moderation, to be done, to cong;le Government to its firft Prin-
ciples, and proper to be attempted in fome Conjunctures, even
in a further Degree than it is intendéd to be done, to keep Mi-
nifters of a certain Charadter in Awe, and to maintain the Peo-
ple in a Senfe of their Advantages, which fuch Minifters, with-
out that lively Senfe in them, might have it otherwife in their _
Power to impair But thefe were fecondary Views 5 the grand
Point intended, and what thefe were employed only as Engines
to cffect, was to remove the Minifter, and to bring back the Coun-
cils of this Country te its true Intereft.,

This Conjunéture was now come, which had been long im-
patiently expected by the Faction Confufion was begun—and
the Government attacked without the leaft Appearance that the
F_a&ion had been the Authors of it The Whigs who oppofed
did it with great Vigour, but were ftill known Yo be true in their
Principles, both to the King and to the Conftitution The

Faction, who could not, as I bave already obferved, venture to
have
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bm)e avowedly begun a new Oppofition themfelves, oy praciiced theiy
ﬁrmer Arts, which were too recent to impofe tpon Mankind, or
~pretended a Converfion, which would have been ta Judden wz‘d,ma
datural to have gained Belief, found the Oi:cziﬁoﬂ'éxtréthély ap
to .l:n_xf themfelves again=——="They would have joined with the
Minifter, who was now indifcreetly doing what they wifhed
if they had believed he had wifhed ittoo 3 but 4 they. kitew ho
:hd it by a kind of fatal neceflity, which a Series of Errors had
induced, they knew that neither he, fior that Part of the Whigs;
who continued to fupport him, fome through the fame Blinde
nefs, fome through Gratitude to him, fome ‘thtough the véry
Apprehenfion of #hem, and fome for other Reafons yét none of
them did it upon their Views, or would ever concur to bring it to
their defired Conclufion.—-They thetefore knew, that they would |
fooner or later change this condu®, 4nd that befides the
would never joitt with theth.~——The only Game they therefore
had to play, was to act an under Part with this Whig Oppofi-
tion—By this Conduct they had a double Policy 5 firf?, to coneur
in raifing the Ferment of the Nation to the higlg:é’ Point théy
could {which by long Obfervition never was yet raifed fince the
Revolution, but that it took 2 Turn in the Favour of thieir great
View) and fecondly, to efface the Sufpicions that thé Nation
entertained of them. " :

As the grand Criterion of the Condu@® of the two Parties
i3, as I have already obferved, of the Whigs, 10 oppafe the
Growth of the Power of France, and of the Tories, 1o advance
the Inteyef? of that Power———The Fa&ion concurring in thisOp=
pofition, which fo direély formed itfelf upon the Whig Prin-
ciple, exerting themfelves with the utmoft Rancour and feem-
in Sincerity, againft the Minifter, for his Condu& with Regard
to France, uniting in all the popular Bills, and Republican Pro-
Jpofitiorts, (which were by this, and have commonly been by all

-"Whig Oppofitions, more efpecially indulged,) and being filent
upon the Topicks of paffive Obedience, Non-réfiftance, and the
Danger of the Church, from all thefe Circumftances joined to a
Partiality to believe well of thofe who affift us, let the Motivés
be what they will, and a Tendency to disbelieve the Minifter,
who very conftantly rung the Alarm againft their fecret Pririci-
ples, all which was improved by the moft folemn Affurances of
their good Intentions ; they at length wrought upon the Publick
to believe, that their Vigws were intirely changed ———~Many were
by this Time dead,.who remembered all thofe Arts and Prac=
tices which I have formerly mentioned, and a new Race were
by this Time fprung up in their Room, by their Age, and the
Nature of Youth, fufceptible of light Impreffions, actuated by
warm Paffions, and ignorant of what had pafled bcfor% their

imes.
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T imes.<-- T o this were added fuch a Series of Miftakes, and fuch
unfortunate Events, as' brought the Interefts of all -our Allies,
and confequently. the Interefts of Britain, into the utmoft Dan~
ger, the Minitter ftill. unavoidably blundering on, mot able to
make a Peace, nor to carry on a War Haraffing the Country
by -great and fruitlefs Expences to provide Forces “againft
Events, which were neither fufficient to anfwer the End, and
-which he never had refolution to employ towards the End
‘bubbled by France, infulted by Spain, hated by the Publick.
Thus the Refentments of the Nation rofe at laft fo high, that
they became incapable to confider any Danger,. or to fufpect an‘y
y

"T'reachery but from him.—In this Situation of Affairs it is ea

to account why the Fation ftill fubfifted, and why it muft have
‘been a vain, perhaps not a wife Attempt at that Time, to have
endeavoured to have convinced the Publick that they did.—=
The Whigs in the Oppofition thought honeftly, and they
thought truly, that the Nation was inevitably ruined, if this Mi-

_nifter -continued to. influence our Councils longer. The Houfe

of Auftria, which is as much the -Barrier to the Liberties of
Britain as the ftrong Towns of Flanders are to the Dutch Re-
publick, was reduced to the loweft Ebb, and upon the very
Brink of utter Deftruction.——No effe¢tual Means propofed, no
Means in this Situation poffible to give it any Afliftance. In this

‘Condition they were forced to ufe the Aid of any Set of Mcn
_whatever, to procure the Remowval of this Minifter ; and they
~thought they might depend fafely upon the national Experience
-of-the paft Behaviour of the Faction, upon the Integrity and

Well-meaning of the Generality of the People, upen the. real
Excellency and peculiar Bleflings of this Conftitution, never in

any Event to be overborn Dy cither a Jacobite or Tory Fac-

tion.—In fine, they . trufted to their own Influence, which then
governed and direed the whole Oppofition without Controul,
to fettle and confolidate the Principles of the Nation, as foon as
the Minifter was removed and his Meafures retified.

Thefe are the true, and they are fufficient Reafons to explain
why the Nation gradually leflened in its Apprehenfion of this
Faétion, why the Tories thus. combined were conccived to be
no longer what they had been formerly. But the Whigs, who

led the Oppofition, and were moft confiderable i1 it, who now
compofe the Adminiftration in Part, and who now oppcfe no

longer, were not f{o eafily deceived. They could not but -
obferve the Views of thefe Men in their pretended Coalition
They could not avoid feeing (though they
ented, and difcouraged them as much as they could, and

~kept them down in a VC!'YBgreat Degree) the malevolent Ene

deavours
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deayours of thefe Men, to poifon the Minds of the Peopla
againft the Royal Family, and to give the eeneral Difcontent
a T'endency to DifaffeCtion againft the Prince upon the
Throne ; which they laboured ‘wholly to. confine to the Per-
fon of the Minifler. They faw too evidently to be duped
by any of their Pretences, that they maintained the fame
Inveteracy to the Whigs. "They fupported 'no Whigin any
Election, where they could poffibly avoid it, without a De-
tection of themfelves, or the Ruin of an Oppofition fo  conve-
mient to their View.—The Whigs even faw much more, which
in that Circumftance it was not their Intereft to:difcover to the
Publick, that they endeavoured, by refufing to conetir in feveral
perfonal Propofitions againft the Minifter, to try, whether they
could not induce him to ftrike a feparate Bargain with them-
felves—and, at the clofe of the Oppofition, in the firft Seffions
of this Parliament, when they adhered more firmly to thefe per-
{onal’ Propofitions, they knew . it was ‘becaufe the Minifter had
not catched at the Bait they had thrown out for him, and was not
to be deluded by their Arts. ,

From all that we have here obferved, it is very notorious,
that the laft Oppofition was a Whig Oppafition, and not a
Zory Faltion. That the plain-Origin, and"avowed Views of
this Oppofition, were the Removal of the Minifter, and the
Change of his Meafures, ‘That when  this was done, they,
from the very Beginning of that Oppofition, intended no more,
never meant, nor were ever expected to maintain it longer.
"That it would have been inconfiftent with their avowed Profeffi-
ons, and with their real Principles, if they had. =

It is fasther obvious,. that the' Tory Fadion, though they
concurred with ' them, had done it-without either Principle: or
Affeiiions and never had. the Influence ‘to give.this Oppofition
any Taint - or Colotr, nor: 'were: they fufféred to compafs
ore publick Meafure “of their own.—That the ‘Whigs though
they could not refufe the Concurrénce of their Votes, and their

- Alfiftance, todwell the Numberof Opponents, ‘rlever pretended,
or had any real Friendfhip ‘with them, nor ever had Reafon
from 'their Sincerity to have it, much lefs ever gave them any
Encouragement to hope that they would join with theém any
longery, than'till they had changed the Minifter, and changed the
Meafures. | w0 bee
If then it {hall appear, that the Minifter and-the Meafures
~are now changed—If it fhall appear, that thefe men after this
.commenced a new Oppofition, when the prineipal Whigs, who
Dbefcre dire¢ted the’ Oppofition, had done with that Direction,—
- What Man candeny, hat the Leaders of the latg Oppofition bave

alled
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acicd confyfiently and honeftly both in their firft Beginnings 10" opm
pofe— and then in defifting to oppofe at the Time they did. D
"And if it fhould "appear, that the #hig Leaders of the late
Oppofition, though they had no further Connexion with thefe
Men after that Change of the Minifter, and the Meafures, was
effeGed, which was the only View they intended or profefled,
or concurred with thefe Men in, did yet endeavour, out of a
Defire -to deftroy (as much as in them lay, and till they found
it an Utopian Undertaking) the Evil of Parties in' general, and
the Diftin&ion of Tory in particular, by ufing their Influence
to advance many of thefe, (who feemed the leaft violent) into
Employments, where they might be placed without the Danger
of their ' influencing the publick Meafures;~and where they
might have given Probation of . their Sincerity.— If they had
a@ually-in .a very few Days begun to do'thisy and if it will ap-
pear that for no other vifible Reafon but this, that the Zories
and Facobites were not permitted to.take:the Government by
Storm, and that their Ambition could not be fatisfied, or their
Views anfwered, without thofe Employments were conferred
upon’ them; which would inevitably give them the Power of in-
fluencing the publick Meafures ; and if their Terms were fuch
as to force their whole Fa&ion into the Adminiftration, without
allowing the Prince to except againft a fingle Man, and their
Impatience, fuch as to defert their Leaders, and to form a new
Party before they had given them any reafonable Time— What
Man cam have the Confidence ‘to deny, that they acted nof only
with greater Friendfhip to thefe Men than they deferved, but with
as much Honour as it ‘was in buman Power boneftly to do 2
And thirdly, if it fhould appear, that bythis new raifed Op~
ition, it is the mamfeft View to do that, which, as we have
already obferved, is the Criterion of the Condu& of a Facobite
Faltiony viz. to advance the Interefts of France; and if this
. manifeft’’ View/is .now ' followed by the very fame wicked Arts
and Medfures, ‘which ‘that Fation in all former Periods have
purfoed; b may be juftified in that Affertion which it is my Point
principally: to. prove—7 bat the Oppofition of this Time is not an
Opbgﬁ*im;-*&ut a Faction, and that of the moft dangerous kind to
this Nation. | ek
Now that this is true, and rather to illuftrate than to prove.
this Things felf-evident, and what arifes from the Recol-
lection of Falls, neither will admit, nor ftands in need of Proof)
I fhall make it the Plan of my Difcourfe in -the following
Sheets:—Firft, To fhew the State of our Affairs, as they flood previous
& 2o the Change of the late Miniftry, and to givea fhort Dedullion of
the Conduéi of the Oppofition, till the IV higs and the prefent Faction
| B2 wefl Jeparated



( 18) _ ;

Jeparated from éach other —I fball then obferve the Condué? of the
Fuction thus feparated from the Whigs ta the End of that Seffrons of
Parliament. =1 fhall in the third Place obferve the Conduct of the
new Adminiftration, the Succefs of their Meafures, and the Difs
Jerence that appedred in the Situation of our Affairs upon the [econd
Meeting of the Parliament.— I Jhall fhew in the next place, the far-
ther Meafures of the Fattion in their Attempts to delude the Pasple,
in their Methods of Oppafition, and the Tendency of both.—1 fhall
then proceed to offer a few candid Reflections upon thafe popular To-
picks, which are the Engines principally ufed to play upen thePaffions
of the People, and to divert them from a cosl Refiettion of the true
Condition of our Affairs in this Conjunfiure, and. conclude with
Jome general Confiderations, which will lead the Publick to a ju
Senfe of thofe Dangers to which they are expofed, by a further Con-
currence with what isnow plaufibly called by the tender Name of the
prefent Oppofition. & | .

We have already mentioned the Condu& of the Miniffer
with regard to the Emperor, 8pain and France, at the
time of the Hanover-Treaty, which throwing this Nation
into the Arms of France, and breaking off from our old and
natural Connexion with the Houfe of Aufria, divided the
‘Whig Intereft, and was the Ground of the late Oppofition.—

¢ are now to fee the Meafures afterwards purfued by the fame
Minifter, and the Confequence they had.—But before I quit this
Subject of the Hanover-Treaty, which was the fatal Ground of
all our prefent Confufion, to eenfirm what I have already faid
with regard to the juft Alarm the #bigs took at it, I muft ob-
ferve, that by a feparate Article of this Treaty, Great-Britain
engaged, ““.in cafe War: fhould be declared by the Empire
¢ againft France, that though fhe was not comprized in the
¢ Declaration of fuch War, Great- Britain thould a& in Con-
¢¢ cert with France till fuch War fhould be determined ; ”” and
by Virtue of the third Article of the fame Treaty, ¢ fhould,
¢¢ if Neceflity required, declare War upon the Empire.”” And
thus, fays a * Foreigner, who is quoted often upon Occafions of
this Nature, and cannot be fufpefted of any Party Concern
in the Aftairs of this Country,—- By #his Treaty the Duke of Bour=
bon, then Firft Minifter to the Mof? Chriftian King, brought te
Maturity what bis Predeceffor had projected, and France at length
attained what fhe had [o long wifbed, and for which fhe bad in vain
expended [uch immenfe Sums in the preceding Reign. L

The Confequence immediate upon the Conclufion of this

Treaty, was a vaft additional- Expence.----- And without all
Doubt, the Rafhnefs of this Meafure had engaged us ina nglrl;
: wilc

* Rouffer, vol. 1I, fol. 188.
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which would have ruined the Balance of Power in Eurgpe
without Refource, (the Powers of the grand Alliance being =
now upon the Point of purfuing the Deftruction of each o-

ther, with the fame determined Rancour, which they had

formerly exerted againft their common IEnemy the French,)

if the Emperor, notwithftanding the Pride and Infolence, of

which he was accufed, and the fhameful Indignity with which

he was treated, obferving the Danger in which we had, by our

unnatural Apprepenfions, involved ourfelves, had not, with an

happy Moderation, himfelf opened a Way, (in a very uncom-

mon Manner, through the Channel of a Nuncio of the Pope at

Venice,) to bring this Matter to an Accommedation ; fo that at

length, upon the Sufpenfion of the Qfend Company, which was

one of the pretended Subjets of the Quarrel, a new Preliminary

Treaty was figned at Vienna, in June 17273 which quieted our

Minifterial Fears of a general War in {ome degree for aTime:
During this Interval we fuftained an immenfe Expence in de-

fending Gibraltar, raifing troops at home, and hiring "I'roops

abroad, the ineftimable Lofs of many thoufands of our Seamen,

and the Ruin of the never-to-be-forgotten Squadron*fent with

Hofier, torot inSight of the Treafures of Peru and Mexico, at

Porto-Bellp. :

But there yet remained great Matter of Anxiety ; for Spain,
under frivolous Pretences, which thewed her manifeft Contempt
for the Briti/b Minifter, refufed to ratify this Preliminary-Treaty,
and continued her Hoftilities, till the Emperor, with great Can-
dour, detefting this Chicane, took part with our Court againft
her.-——And Spain, finding no Support, was at length obliged to -
accede by a new A& figned at the Pards, the 4thof March,
1728.-— By which it-was agreed, that all Hoftilities thould ceafe,
and all the Differences between Great Britain and Spain be {ub-
mitted to the Decifion of a ‘future Congrefs.

The Minifter, fenfible of the Danger he had efcaped, was
glad of the Opportunity, which offered itfclf in that Congrefs
(which was held at Soiffons) to reunite with the Imperial Court.——--
Notwithftanding all the Indignities that had pafled, and all the
Provocations he had received, the Emperor retained fo juft a
Senfe both of his Obligations, and his Intereft to cultivate the an-
tient Friendfhip of the Houfe of Au/fria with Great-Britain, that
he was, willing to overlook all that was pafled ; and as his Union
with Spain before, had given fo much Umbrage, here he thought,
by raifing Difficulties, and by delaying the Execution of fome
Avrticles  of ‘the former Treaty with Spain, he fhould give us
Proofs of his Sincerity.—But alas ! he had not yet experienced
what he had to fuffer from the pacific Councils, or (us they are

; - | terined

-
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termed by the great Conduor of them himfelf,) the " preven-
tive and defenfive Meafures of the Britifh Minifter.—- Spain
was incenfed at this Condu@, and at the Emperor’s ‘candid
Behaviour with regard to the’ Preliminary Ariicles 3 we sow be-
gan to be as much frightened at the Pasiance; as we had been
terrified before with the Union of thefe two Powers ; wé had
practifed our defenfive as we have feen ; we muft now:tty our
Skill ‘in preventive Mealures, and with the.like Succefs.
The Emperor’s’ Condu& deferved the Gratifude of the
whole Nation ; and merited the beft Returns that. could have
~ been made him.—On the other hand, during this whole time,
even after the figning the A& at the Pardo; Spain had trgated
us with the utmoft Infolence, taken and plundered all the Vef-
fels of this Nation, that fell into her Hands, with as little Re-
ferve as if we had been at open War. Thefe Circumftances
together fhould, in all human Wifdom, have induced the Mi-
nifter, to have laid afide his old Way of alliancing with ‘France,
to have improved the Mifunderftanding between the Emperor
and Spain, and to have endeavoured, with the utmoft Vigour, to
crufh that Infolence of Spain by force, which he faw vifibly, was
not to be reclaimed by generous Ufage, by the Moderation of
fuffering her to declare War without any reciprocal Declaration
on our Part, by our fignal Abflinence from a Seizure of above
four Millions Sterling in America, nor by the Patience we had
exercifed under fo many Indignities, Infults, and continued De-
predations. But inftead of doing this, in Conjun&ion with his
good Ally the French, he concluded a new Treaty with Spain,
which was figned at Seville, ‘the gth of November, 1720.
- 'The Emperor, who had fhewn himfelf fo truly defirous
of preferving the Peace of Eurspe,— who had a&ed with fo
much Moderation and Candour, to preferve the Friendfhip of
this Nation, was mot acquainted in the leaft with this Treaty,
¢ill it was concluded ;— it was kept fecret from him ; and no
Wander,— for it contained an'Article which has fince proved,
as we have feén, ‘and as he always forefaw it would, of the
moft fatal Confequence to his Jtalian Dominions : This Ar-
ticle was the immediate Admiffion of 6,000 Spanifh Troops
juto the Places of Tufcany, Parma and Placentia, to fecure
the Reverfion of thofe States, after the Deaths of their refpeive
Princes, to Don Carlos, which in the Quadruple Alliance the
- Emperorhad confented to be done only by Neutral Forces, and
cven that very much againft his Inclination. .
: It may be eafily conceived what Effe& fuch 2 Treatment as
# this muit have had upen the Emperor : Tt juftly gave him the
greateft Alarm, as well as raifed his Refentment to the higheft de-
: greﬁq
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gree——Even in his Conjunion with Spain in 1725, intimate,
as it had been reprefented to ‘be, he was never brought by
Spain to confent to this Alteration,—and what made the Matter
@il worfe, thefe Territories being Fiefs of the Empire, this
arbitrary Settlement with relation to them juftly incenfed the
Empire too. :

Thefe preventive Meafures put us into worfe Plight than
ever. France had brought us about again, and we were now
upon the Point of joining, not only France, but of uniting with
the whole Houfe of Bourbon, not only againft the Emperar, but
the whole Germanick Body.—Spain and France urged us openly
and vehemently to compleat thefe new Engagements.— he
Emperor in-the mean time marched a powerful Army, and filled
all ftaly with his T'roops, determined to réfift the Execution of
¢his 'Treaty, which he thus prevented for the whole Year
1730.— The Minifter was now in Defpair, his Fleets at Srithead
had not terrified the Emperor’s Armies in Lombardy. But the
Refentments of France and Spain at his Ina&ivity, and contra-
diGory Proceedings, terrified the Minifter. a "The Marquis de
Caflellar, the Spanifb Minifter at Paris, publifhed a Declaration
there, by Order of his Mafter, upon the 28th of Fanury 1731
with bitter Reproaches againft this Condu&, renouncing all bis
Engagements with us, profeffing that be now lozked upon bimfelf as
intirely at Liberty to act what Part foever be fhould find moft fuited
to bis Interefls. Thus he had ‘vifibly difobliged all Parties, he
thought a War inevitable, and himfelf undone.—His new Treaty
of Sewille, upon which he had plumed himfelf fo proudly, now
vanifhed into Smoke.—But the Emperor’s good Senfe and Mo-
deration faved our Minifter once more.—He confented, to this
ruinous Meafure, tho” with Tears in his Eyes.——-He confented
to admit a Prince of the Houfe of Bourbon into Italy, whom we
. were vifibly carrying thither to eftablifh in a great Monarchy at
the Expence of his Dominions.— Willing, not even yet to defpair
that this Nation would fee its Errors at laft, he determined to try
us once more, and fubmitted to make this Sacrifice, on condition
that we fhould accede to the Pragmatic Sanélion, and guaranty
the reft of-his Dominions to his eldeft Daughter. .

This Treaty concerning the Admiffion of the Spanifb Troops
into the Italian States, and the Guaranty of the Pragmatic
Sanéiony was concluded at Vienna the 16th of March 1731+
petween the Emperor and Great Britain alone. Tts V jew Was
to enforce the Treaty of Seville. Yet it was conched
without the Participation either of France or Holland, who hag
been the contrafting Parties to that of Sewille.— 1ne Datdl
were however at length prevailed upon to accede to it.

* Roufet, Vol. VL. fol. 11, ko i
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We now began ta think again that we had dope great Mat-
ters, for the prefent we had pacified the Emperor, and prevented
a War.— We obtained 2 Declaration from the Court of
Spain, dated at S.y;/, the 6th of Fune fdllowing, to revoke that:
of th?’ MaquiS de C(J/id[ﬂr, of the 28th of }"anuary before
Mentioned : And g5 4 Proof of the Reconciliation of the fecond

200,000 /.

But we are come 4¢ length to the final Period of the Succefs
of thefe Preventive and. defenfive Meafures— they could no longer.
hold--—- the whole World dlearly faw, to what the Politicks of
the Brizp Minifter amounted,——- and that he was determined
to be moved nejther by Indignity or Danger, ' "

France had carried her Point; fhe had heartily regained the
Sraniards to her Interefts, fhe had deftroyed all Cordia]ity be-
tween the Emperor ang Lngland, fhe had deteGed the Weak-
nefs of this Nation fo far, that the faw Jhe had nothing ¢ Sear,
and that gJ/ sthoy Powers had nothing zo bope from RBritain,—
She had been g contracting Party to the Treaty of Sewille, and
we had boppd ourfelves to enter into no new Engagements with-
out her Concurrence, Yet the late T'reaty with the Emperor,
which was o enforce it, had been concluded without her Par-

. refented this Treatment, g5 2 manifett Negle&t, an Inftance of

Contemprt, and a publick Affront 5 and {he had the better Han-

| dle to exclaim againft us for it, becaufe we had affe@ed to thiflk
| ourfelves fo ]l ufed, by the like Condudt of the Emperor, with

Tegard to the Treaty of Kienna in 1725.— From this Moment
¢ thought of nothing but Revenge, and to avail h_erfelf_ of the
€ans we had fo manifeftly given hier, to take it with Im-

punity,

The Spanip Troops had not been long landed in Italy, before
an Alljance wag formed between France, Sardinia and Spain t’o
attack the Emperor’s Dominions in fzaly,---The King of Poland’s

€ath was forefeen, and the took fuch Meafures 25 fhe thought

had eff‘e&ually- fecured the EleGion of King Staniflaus to that

hrone.—-—-_j’V ith the Afliftance of that Prince fhe projef_’ced to
have fallen upon the Emperor’s Hereditary Countries, while fhe
diverted his Forces upon the Rhine, and her Confederates em-
P]oycd him in the Defence of ltaly.---- Not many l\lonths_ were
vafs’d before the Minifter had 2 more fatal Caufe of Inquietude
‘han ever--—-War became inevitable----his Conduét hﬁd df-hfy ed
f" only to make it fall with more ruinous and irrefiftible Lﬂ;ﬁ
1 '
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The King of Poldnd died the 21ft of Fanuary O.S. 1732-3.
and in March following the King of France declared that he
would fupport the Election of his Father-in-Law.----The Em-
peror was fenfible of what was preparing for him.-—---He knew
that if this Eleftion took Effeét, it would be impofiible to refift
the Confederacy formed againft him.— He therefore took part
with the Ele&or of Saxony, now the prefent, and Son to the late
King of Psland—Y et endeavouring as much as poffible not to
give any Pretence to France, of attacking him upon this Score,
he left it to the Rugian Arms to fupport that Prince.— But
France never wanted a Pretext, when fhe found herfelf in a Con-
dition to profecute her Views by Arms.—Confiding inher En-
gagements with Sardinia and Spain, fhe grounded this Pretext
upon the fecret Negotiations the Imperial Court had carried on
with Ruffia againft King S:aniflaus, declared War, and march-
ed her Armies againft the Emperor— while on. the other fide
the 6000 Spaniards we had conveyed into Jtaly not a Year be-
fore, thewed the Ufe for which they were defigned. They
joined the Sardinian Troops, attacked the AMilanefe, and in
Conjunction with a Body of Auxiliaries from France, {foon made
an entire Conqueft of that Dutchy.

The Emperor confiding in the Engagements we had entered
into, fo immediately before, to fupport the Pragmatic Sanéion,
had withdrawn his T'roops from f:aly.— The French had attack-
€d him in the Empire, and were endeavouring to bring the Turk
upon him.—It was impofiible for ;him long to make Head alone
againft the different Attacks made and meditated upon the Em-
pire itfelf, and his Hereditary Countries, and to defend his /za-
dian Pofleflions at the fame time.— He found himfelf however
able with great Difficulty for that Campaign to maintain his
Kingdoms of Naples and Sicily, and to keep his Footin§ in the
Mantuan.— In that perilous Interval he called upon Great Bri-
tain to execute her late Treaty, hefhewed that it was yet in her
Power to fave Naples and Sicily, at a fmall Expence, and by
her Fleets alone ; he reproached us with the Ruin we had
brought tupon him by engaging his Confent to the Introdu@ion
of the Spanifb Troops, and urged the Points both of Honour
and National Intereft, by which we were obliged fo particularly
to interfere in this, as our Support and Guaranty had been the
only Condition upon which he had given his Confent.—He
implored us in the moft moving Terms not to defert an old, a
faithful, and a fincere Ally, fo firitly united by all the Bonds
pf mutual Affe¢tion and mutual. Security, in a time of this im-

caninent Diftrefs, a Diftrefs, which our own Councils, and his
Acquielcence to them, had reduced him to. o
\ : But

-
-
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- But the Minifter, totally confounded, knew not how to a&
at all.— He ftood “infenfible to the Danger both of his "Allies,
and of his-own Country, unmoved equally with the: Complaints,
Reproaches and Entreaties of the Imperial Court. He fought
only to cover his ‘'own Shame, by retorting the Blame upon the
Emperor.—He reproached him with having brought “thefe Dif-
ficulties upon himfelf by Negotiations with 'Ruffiay to prevent
the Eletion of King Staniflaus to' the Throne of- Poland, and
abufed him' for not fubmitting ‘tp -that, which muft have re-
duced him to ‘a Condition" incapable of Defence ‘or Relief.—
"Thus adding the moft galling Infults to the moft irreparable In-
juries, he endeavoured to quiet the Alarms of the People of
Great Britain by his Emiflaries, ‘'who were inftru&ed to preach
up a Dependance upon the good Faith of Fraamce, who in her
Declaration of War (which: fhe fo religioufly ddhered to, aswe
have feen) had folemnly engaged to make no Acquiflition by
it ; thus abetting the gaufe, and’proclzaiming both the Juftice
and Moderation of that perfidious Power.— In the mean while
no Alliances ‘were formed to fupport the Emperor.— The
Dutch, who had unwillingly been dragged by us into fome of
our former Treaties, would now treat with us no more; they
had been taught by fatal Experience to dread any further Con-
nexion with us. “We neither affifted the Houfe of Auffria with
~Troops nor Money.—Qur Squadrons fo 'ready to be employed
to peerandize the Glory ' of ‘a Sparifh Triumph, were not to be
hezarded in the Defence ofieur Allies—We firft permitted the
French Fleets to fil into the Baitic unmolefted, with Troops and
Supplies to fuftain the Caufe of Staniflaus in the North ;—In the
next Year we fuffered Spain to tranfport a Body of 20,000
Horfe and Foot, and without any Attempt to interrupt them, to
join théir Troops in ITtaly, who before the End of that Year
1434, ravifhed'the Kingdoms of ‘Sicily and ' Naples from the Em-
peror, and added two powerful Kingdoms to: the former vaft Pof-
feffions of the Houfe of' Bourbon.

Stunn’d’ with' thefe rapid Succefles, and: almoft inanimate
with the Feir of Dangers, in which that very Fear had thus
involved the World ; the Minifter ‘feemed ‘to have forgotten
gvery“thide,—during all this Time he did nothing.— But as
violent 'Paffions, from the ‘very Caufe of their Exiftence,
wolich™i¢ the Weaknefs of human Nature, cannot be of long
Duration, he ‘began to revive a little, and could not refrain,
asfoon ‘as he did, to attempt again to exercife his Talent of
Negociation ; 'to which the Self-opinion of his Brother, anfl
his own. Apprehenfion of Apms, <had given: him an obfti-
nate, fatal, and incorrigible “Furm«~———He began to make Iir}o-

poiuls,
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pofals, and to offer his Mediation to the Coutts both of Paris
and Vienna : But the Court of Vienna feverely wounded
with thefe repeated Cruelties, Indignities and 11l Ufage, in the
midft of her decpeft Calamity, difdained and detefted 'to treat
with him any more ;- and France, though the had reapéd
fo much Advantage- from his Condué&, equally contemned
the Man, to whom fhe owed it all. For-even they, who
profit by Infidelity and Weaknefs, abhor the Authors of it.—
Nothing proves ¢the wretched Condition to which we 'had
reduced ourfelves, and ‘the Opinion fhe entertained both of
“ our Councils and our Arms, better than the Anfiwer made
to thefe Propofals, by the King of France ; which was con=
cluded in thefe Words,—7 will do my utmoft Endeavour in' Ger=
many to. weaken my Enemies s I have already declared that I
swould not keep Poffeffion of any of the Places 1 fhould take.~
Let England reft fatisfied with this Promife.— She would have
pleafed me in ber Mediation, if fbe hadnot ‘at the fame Time armed
her[elf.— But I would have ber to know, that no Power
Europe fhall give Law to me. And this you may tell yourMafter.
Thus defpifed and treated as we juftly deferved by all the Pow-
ers of Europe, France herfelf extended more Compaffion' to her
greateft Enemy than we had fhewn to our beft Ally.— She now
thought herfelf fecuré of laying the Foundation of fuch Debility
in the Houfe of Auffria, as would ' at leaft enable ‘her
to reduce it lower when fhe ‘pleafed, if the fhould find oc-
cafion for it.—She thought it more prudent to lieby after the'had
done this, till fhe might by the Emperor’s Death, break the Au-~
Jfirian Succéffion, and avail herfelf of the Affiftance of the Gernidn
Princes to do that then, which fhe had no Preterice toattermpt
during his" Life ; and which muft have inevitably drawn thole
very German Powers againft her, till that Event happened ; much
more fhe could not have done, ‘without their Afiftance : ‘She
had fown, in all Appearance, a lafting Difcontent between " the
Empire and the: Maritime Powers ; {he had it in her Power
to join Lorrain to her own' (already vaft) Dominions, and to
add two Kingdoms to another Branch of the Houfe of Bourbon :
- Both thefe Acquifitions required fome Time to be fettled in a
Way to be ufefully employed hereafter. By declining any far-
ther Advantage for the prefent, the carried 2 Shew of Modera-
tion'and voluntary Abftinence, which fhe knew would effe&u-
ally deceive the Fools, who abound and’ ftrengthen her Party, by
their Credulity, in‘every State of 'Eurcpe ;—All this induced her
to conclude Peace with the Imperial Court (in which ‘we were
in no Degree confulted.) And the made her Confederates fub-~

mit to.it about Qaaber, 1736+
By
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By this Peace, notwithftanding all her former Aflurances to the
contrary, the made no Scruple to fecure Lorrain to herfelt :
Which Country, with its Revenues, isable to furnifh and main-
tain an Army of 30,000 Men, and brought her Territories
above 150 Miles more forward into Germany, than they had be-
fore extended ‘on that Side ; this enabled her at a_much thorter
Warning, and with a much fuperior Force, to attack the Fm-
pire, when the fhould afterwards fee occafion to do it : Com-
pleating at the fame Time, an entire Influence over four EleGors
of the Empire, Palatine, Mentz, Triers, and Celogne.—~The Ef-
fects of which, we have vifibly feen by the EleGion of the pre- °
fent Emperor.——The Dominjon given to the Infant Don €ur-
Ios; reduced the Forces of the Houfe of Aufiira by above
50,000 Men, and added an equal Number to the oppofite Scale :
—All this the Minifter of Britain brought about by his loudly
Jelf-applauded Preventive and Defenfive Meafures 5 and this, ham-
pered by the Confequences of his pacifick Condu&, became, at
length, out of his Power to prevent.

During the whole Period of this War, France was {o little
apprehenfive of our being capable to exert ourfelves in De-
fence either of our Honour or our Intereft, that contrary to
what, in fuch a Conjun&ture, would have appeared 3 politick
Part in her to a&, fhe took cvery poflible Means to infult, to
difgrace, and to triumph over our Weaknefs,.—Dunkirt had been
gradually and privately reftored, in Contravention ta the moft
clear and pofitive Article of. the Peace of Utrecht, that it
fhould never be made a Port again, and the Minifter had con-
nived at this Violation of that Treaty ; though its dangerous
Situation in cafe of a future War with France, is fufficiently
known and underftood, But now France openly employed
great Numbers of Men to cleanfe the Harbour, and to raife
Batteries upon the old Foundations of the former Works ; in-
fulted the Ships not only of our Merchants, but of the Royal
Navy of England, in very many Inftances, affecting the fame
Superiority at Sea, as fhe had too vifibly acquired, by our Con-
duct at Land 5 encouraged the Spaniards to continue their De-
predations ; debauched and invited publickly, both them, and
the Jndian Nations in North America, to attempt our Settlements
there ; and what is even yet beyond all this, iffued an Arrét,
commanding all the Briti/b Subje&s then in France, upon Pain
of the Gallies, either immediately to depart the Kingdom, or ta
inliff in her Troops 3 and, in Confequence, imprifoned great
Numbers, both of the Englifb, Scotehs and Irifh, there.

Spain on her Part, had no fooner difmiffed our Fleet, which
had convoyed her Troops to Jtaly upon the Expedition -beﬁéﬂ?

R, entioned ;
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fentioned ; but fhe began-to treat us even worfe than fhe had
ever done before : her Depredations were exceflive, and her Cap-
cures amounted to prodigious Sums ; fhe publickly laid claim
to fome of our Provinces in America, and interrupted not on=
ly our general Commerce, but that of the South-Sea Com-
pany ; which were both particularly confirmed by Treaty,.—Our
T'rade was greatly interrupted ; and by the Barbarities of the
Spaniardsy and the Infults of France, the Spirit of our Seamen,
nay their very Race, was vifibly running to Decay: Yet the
Minifter, fearful of a War, fubmitted to all this.

At length, the Nation was exafperated to fuch a Point, and
the Complaints and Clamours of the Merchants ecchoed fo
loudly through the whole Kingdom, that both  Houfes of
Padiament in the latter End of the Year 1737 and the Be-
ginning of 1738, could no longer refrain from exprefling a
great Anxiety, at this tame Condué&®; with refpe& to Spain 3

declaring - their Opinion, that the Infolence of Spain ought no

longer to be endured, and that if immediate Satisfaltion was not
given and Security obtained to remedy what was paff, and to
prevent what we faw was to be expeéted for the Time to comey
this Nation muft feek Redrefs by Arms.

Fhe Minifter, ftill unable to refolve himfelf for War, ftill
infatuatéd, with the Notion of -his Brother’s Abilities for Ne-
gociation, depended upon his former Arts of Treaty-making.—
Spain knew him now fowell, that the wantonly play’d with him 3
4he kept him off till the very Time that the Parliament was
to meet, without doing any thing at all ; by which fhe reduced

-him to a territle Diftrefs.—He did not dare to meet the Par-

fiament, after their Refolutions and Addrefles, and the Tem-
per he had left them in ‘the laft Seffions, without having done
any Thing.—Yet the Time was come, and nothing at all was
done.—His only Expedient was to prorogue the Parliament 3
and to make ufe of this fhort Space to humble himfelf before
Spain 3 to fhew them the Condition he was in, and beg their
Afliftance, at any Rate, and upon any Terms, to give him
a Lift for the prefent.—Whatever Form of Words he ufed,
or in what manner foever this Negociation, was carried on, this
was vifibly the Nature of it ; for he could not conceal his

Condition ; and what immediately followed, evidently proves,

that it was fully underftood by the Power with which he treated.’
Spain having fufficiently gratified her Mirth, fported with,
and mortified the Man, began to think that fhe might carry the

Jeft too far ; thata War, for which fhe was not yet effeGtually

prepared, might be .the fudden Confequence ; and that it was

10t her Intereft to ruin a Minifter, whofe Puffillanimity had
{ferved
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ferved her as effeCtually for many Years, as if her suwn had
ded over the Britifp. Coun'cilsy: Shers’therefbr,e cmntzg ptr(:? ; .
‘Treaty, under the Name. of 3 Conventions which was ﬁgned-at
the Pards, not fooner than the r4th -of Fanuary N, 8. 1738 .
but then difpatched with the utmoft Expedition. = 7
. Scarce had the Courier cleaned. his Boots, but: the Parliament
was called—they met the firft of February 1738-9. and the Mi-
nifter -enlarged upon the great Advantages of this new. Treaty,
by which-he bragged, * That he had obtained more than ever on Like
Occafions was known to be obtained, more than the woft fuccefsful
Arms could have procured 5 and that this Negociation had been 'the

e/t conduéied, and ihe moj? bappily finifhed, of any we meet with in
Hiftory—That he remembered be had the lajt Seffions undertaken
26 be anfwerable for the Meafures of the Government, while he had
2he. Honour-to be a Minifser, and that, be was prepared to make good
bis. Promife.—He added, thatif Gentlemen would perfift to raife
@ Ferment. without Doors againft this -Convention, they would

- thereby render @ War unavoidable,

But the . Publick were. not. fo much terrified with this Argu-
ment of an unavoidable War. ‘They.on the contrary knew, that
it was juft and abfolutely neceflary, and had been already de-
layed too long ;—and when.this Convention was laid before the
Houfe, which was done’ upon ;the 6th of Maych following, -it
did not leflen, that Opinion. Py
.. And, to thew, how little. Reafon there was for that Opinion
2o be altered by it, I fhall fate in a2 few Words, what Points
the Nation juftly expe&ed to be finally adjufted by this Treaty.

- The, firft Point, was. the difclaiming all Right to Jearch our
Ships in the American Seas, iuuder. Pretences of their carrying on a
contrabandiand illicit Trade.~Now. as there neither ever ‘'was,
Mor is, any. Treaty fubfifting . between the two Nations, which
«cither ipecifies, intimates. or. fuppofes any{uch things as-contra-
band Goods, and asif the Pretence fhould be allowed of an lliciz
Tradey mo. Ships: (front the Circnmftances. of that Naviggtion)
could pafs.or repafs to .our own Settlements in the Weft-Indies,
Without, being expofed to be rummaged: and. confifcated by the
Spanjih Vellelsy it was ablolutely. @ Conditiony (fine qua non ) with-
eut whichy, we could never end our Differeiices with that Nation.
2dlys«Spain had, with intolerable. Arrogance, and upon fri-

volous Prétences, claimed. a Right to. our Provinces upon the

Coafls offlorida, which included Georgiay and a Part of South

h

< a See ;this Speech in the Debates,of the Houfe of Commons, Vol. X.
fal, 335. by. Chandler, i j sify | 9 .
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Carolina.~The Honour therefore and Intereft: of this Nation,
abfolutely required an aual Difavowal of this pretended Right. ;o

3dly, The Depredations committed upon. our Merchants, un-
der the frivolous and unjuft Pretences of this. contraband and
illicit Trade, amounted to 340,000 {—This juft Claim and Debt
was therefore to be allowed or paid,. and this was another juft
Condition expegied by the Nation. .

4thly, The King of Spain, during the former, Differences,
having feized the Effe@s of the Britifb South-Sea Company, to
the Amount of. above a Million, and 68,000 /. and during tht
former Negociations, this Sum having been allowed.on his Part
a juft Debt, and the South-Sea Company having en the other
hand acknowledged a Debt. on their Part of 68,000 /.—there
was a Ballance due to -the South-Sea Company of above a Mil-
lion Sterling, the Payment of which wasa fourth Candition expeded
by this Nation.

Now if ée Nation had not received Satisfaétion in thefe four
Particulars;. (efpecially the two firft) Juftice: was not procured,
nor any Security obtained. ' ,

Let us therefore now fee'in whatimanner this, Satisfaction and
Security wete provided for by this Treaty. |

As to the firf# Condition, (our Right to free Navigation, and
no Search; thevgrand Point of-all our Difference, ) nothing far-
ther was provided than bad been provided for twenty Years be- |
fore It was again refesred to-be difcuffed in future by Com-
miffaries, ‘of which we had duficicntly feen the Effe&ts before,
and already rexperienced all that we hadita expe& from it, which
was indubitably nething. - - - _ _

As to thefecond Particular, to the great Aftonifhment of the
whole Nation, | theyifourid; < that their Right «to~ Provinces,

from which-wévdenived a pradigious’ Benefit,  €arolinay (which
by the Encreafe ) of the ‘Commodity of Rice, 'hecame of late
Years oné of.ithe moft profitable; Colonies ibelonging to the
Britifp Empire ;) and Geongia, | (0 detile which: the Nation had
put itfelf- to a-great Expence, and which by its Situation in the
‘Gulph of Elsrida, and by a proper Ufe of its Ports, might
command the. Return of the whole Spanifh Treafure, and was
of infinite €onfequence to-previéht the Conjunétion of the French
~upon the Miffifipi; and théir Sugar I/lands ) were not only fub-
mitted toathe -like Difcuflion of Commiffaries;;: but what was
~more amazing and unwonthy,: that we bad bound ourfelves, till
“the Décifien ‘of thefe Commiflaries, not ‘tor erefr-any. Forts, or
~to:do.any thing to ftrengthen or. fecure iour Pofieffion there,
‘which. was, 'in “other Words, =to leave them in the famé weak
% rand defencelefs State they were ithen notorioufly inj to be over- '
L : pls.
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tun upon the firft Attempt the Spaniards thould think §¢ to make
upon them. S B
As:to the third and fourth Particulars it appeared, that
boafted SatisfaGtion we had obtained for'(;ur i‘n_?grsggi\;[etiz}litaggé
whofe juft Demand, ( including that of the South-Sea Company 5
amounted to 1,340,000 /' was provided for as follows, = = -
Imprimis, The Million due to the South'—Séa'Companyfram
the King of Spain was left to the Decifion of Commiffaries, whe-
ther it was due or not, which all Mankind underftood to be the
fame thing in effe@, as to have intirély given it up. |
2dly, "The- 68,000 /. due Srom the Sautk-Sea'Cbmpany, was a-
greed to be due, and to be paid immediately. N
3dlys As to the 340,000 /. due to our Merchants, on aceount
of the Depredations committed upon them,—this Accourit was
fettled in the following Manner. P :

e _ L -

1/2, From the faid Claim of the Merchants was?> —
arbitrarily deducted by the Dafh of a Pen, withour = 140,000
any Reafon at all affigned - - - Yo 10n

2dly, The King of Spain wasallowed to deduc
for the prompt Payment of what was never intended § 45,000
to be paid - - -

3dly, The Britifh Nation were to allow Spain 08
for the Ships taken and deftroyed in the Year 1718, g 605000
‘in Time of a&ual War - - - ‘ :

4thly, The - South-Sea Company were to make] ol
immediate Payment of the 68,000/ due from thcm§ 68,000
to the King of Spain - AL - gy bt

5tbly, Spain was allowed to dedu@® the Va-
lue of a Ship called the Therefa taken in the Port
of Dublin in 1735, as alfo the Amount of what-

ever fhe had formerly given in Satisfaion to our 2>05p

Merchants for their Lofles ; which two -Sums

amounted to more, but we fhall only ftate at ' _
340,000

Thus it is manifeft that the Plan of this Treaty was laid upon
this Ground, that the King of Spain was not to pay one
fingle Shilling'; fo that, in fact, all the Pretenfions, both of
our Merchants and the South-Sea Company, 'were entirely given
up by it. But what was ftill worfe, the Court of Spain re-
fufed to agree, even to this Treaty, till the Minifter had con-
~ fented to an A7, whereby the King of Spain declared, That
. he entered his Prote/? againft the Execution of it provifienally !i._n
: 6 ' cale
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cafe the South-Sea Company did not pay, ina fhort time therein
‘limited, the faid Sum of 68,000 /. and referved farther to him-
felf, a Right of fufpending their Affiento Contra&t, in cafe of
Failure on their Part.—Now as it was impoffible, that the South-
fea Company would ever be induced to pay 68,000 /. upon one
Head of an Account, inwhich they had,  (after the Deduction
of that Sum,) a Balance of @ Million due to them ; and as they
did immediately after refolve not to pay this Sum, the Cafe of
the Nation was direétly this ; that Spain was prevailed upon to
do this temporary Job for the Minifter.

1/f, By a publick Connivance (if it may be fo called) at their
Pretenfions to fearch our Ships, and to interrupt our Navigation.

2djy, By a publick Agreement, that our 7rade fhould fet down
unfatisfy’d with the Lofs of 1,340,000 /.

3dly, By atacit Acknowledgement of the Pretenfions of Spain
to a Part of our American Dominions.

4thly, By a pofitive Agreement to leave thofe Dominions in a
defencelefs State, that Spain might feize them when they pleafed.

And s5thly, By the Sufpenfion of the Affiento Contradt.

To this Condition had our preventive and defenfive Meafures
now reduced us.

With this Convention the laft Thread of pacific Policy was
fpun ; the Nation could endure it no longer ; the Vinifter was
at length compelled to draw the Sword.—His Majefty’s tender
Regard, both to his ewwn Honour, and to the Interefts and Ho-
nour of the Nation, induced him to declare War againft Spain,
in the Summer 1739.

How that War was carried on upon the fame timid Princi-
ples, is but too evident. The Court of Spain had Time to
ftrengthen herfelf to fuch a Degree, -that fhe became at length
invulnerable in the #e/f-Indies ; and the War continues ftill,
without a Poflibility of ‘any material Succefs in our farther At-
tempts upon that Partof her Dominions.

And now the Diftreffes brought upon us by this unparalielled
Chain of pufillanimous Proceedings, burft like a Torrent on
the Miniftet, who had been the Occafion of them.—Upon the
gthof Ofobery#0. 8. 1740. the Emperor died of a Cholic, at-
tended with'a' Vomiting and Inflammation of the Bowels, in a
Conjun&ure fo apt for the Views of France, that there was lit-
tle Room ‘to doubt, either of the Caufe or Confequences of
his Death +—His Territories had been guaranteed, long before,
under the Title of the Pragmatic Sanétion, to his eldeft Daugh-
tery. (the prefent Queen of ffungary,) by a Majority of the Ger-
man Princes, by Great-Britain, Denmark, Holland, Spain, and
France ; and of the two latter (lécld (the one) Naples and Sicily,
' (the
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(the other) Lorrain, by no other Tenure than that of the Obfer-
vance of this Treaty. But though France made no Scruple; to
declare, that fhe would ftritly fulfil her Engagements with Re-
.gard to the Pragmatic Sanétion ; and that the would keep clear
of every Thing, that fhould reftrain the free Choice of a new
Emperor, and though the King of Pruffia gave the flronoeft
Aflurances, . that he would fupport it to the utmoft of his Power
yet it was eafy to fee, that thefe Engagements would meet with
-no Regard, and that thefe Declarations were defigned -only to
amufe and deceive. | b by
The Eledor of Bavaria begun by refufing to acknow-
Jedge the Rights of the Queen of Hungary, and afferting
,Claim to her Dominions.—In December following, to the A-
mazement of all Eurepe, the King of Pruffia fell into the
Queen’s hereditary Ceuntries, and entered Silefia with an Army
of 40,000 Men.—In the fucceeding Spring, the French march-
ed a great Army into Germany, and joined the Bavarians ;

they alfo fent another great Body of Forces. into Weftphalia

- upon the Confines of the Ele&orate of Hanover.— The Eletor

of Saxony likewife marched an Army into Bohemia,

Sweden, by the Intrigues of France, declared War againft the

ARuffians : By which, and by the treafonable Pradtices, which
{he fomented there, that Empire became incapable to affift the

Houfe of Auftria. The King of Naples, with a great Body of

his own Forces, in Conjun&ion with a formidable Army of Spa-

uiards, both Horfe and Foot, which again were permitted by the

Minifter to embark, and land unmolefted by our Squadrons, was
prepared to attack her Jtalian Dominions : —And by the Influ-
ence of France, the EleGor of Bavaria was chofen Emperor.—

Upper Aufiria was already, before the End of that Year, over-

run ; Bohemia and the greater Part of Silefia loft 3 another Spanifh

Army marching towards Savsy , the King of Sardinia (from his
dangerous Situation, and other Circumftances) much fufpeéted ;

the Ele&torate of HManover unavoidably compelled by fuperiour

Forceto a Neutrality ; the Dutch intimidated by the fame Force 3

Denmark, encouraged by France, and wholly occupied to make

its Advantage of the T'roubles in the North ; and Great- Britain
exafperated to the utmoft Verge of Patience, upon the very
Brink of domeflic Confufion, ftill direGed by the fame Min;-
Sier.—FErom this Situation of Affairs, and from the Temper of
the Pegple, naturally refulting from it, wholly incapacitated

from afiording any material Affiftance to the Queen of Hun-
gary, but perfevering to demonftrate, even in this laft Crifisy
by his Conduc of the Spanifh War, and by his Permiffion of the
Spanifs Embarkations, that his Inclinations were as foreign hgs

: is
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his Abilities to a vigerous Exertion of the Power of this Nation,
“at a Time, when Councils, even defperately violent, {eemed the
only Poffibility, under Heaven, to preferve us @d Eurape from
Deftru&tion:—Even yet, incorrigibly bent upon mconﬁfl.ent |
‘Schemes of Negociation, he turned his Thoughts to a Project
of more Temerity and Indifcretion than ever he had hitherto
. projeéted, and attempted to form an Alliance to difmember Pru/-
fia.—Thus overwhelmed on every Side ; Great Armies of
French, Bavarians, Pruffians and Saxons within a fews Days
March of Vienna 3 -and no Part of her Territories unmolefted,
but the remote Dominions of Hungary ; and, thofe States, that
bordered on the Turk, in daily Expe&ation of being attacked
likewife from that Quarter, the unhappy Queen of Hungary
was thrown, for her only Refource, upon a People, who, till this
Time, had never afforded any Afliftance to their Sovereign s
but had, on the contrary; taken all Occafions to rebel and join
a foreign Power.—Her veteran Troops all deftroy’d in the late
War againft the Zur# ; the Fountains of Supply from her
richeft Countries, then in the Poffeffion of her Enemies, wholly
turned againft her.—This was thé Condition to which the only
Power, that could maintain the Balance, and without which
no rational Man can think, that this Nation can long fubfift
without becoming a Province to France, was brought by this
détermined Suite of the preventive and defenfive Meafures of the
Britifb Minilter.

Such was the State of our Affairs, when the prefent Parlia-
ment begun its firft Seffions upon the firft of December, -
1741. 1 might expatiate here, to aggravate the wretched
Condition to which this Country was reduced ; but I am far
from meaning to reprefent this Condu&, in the worft Light
that it might bear: My View is very different. Exafperated
as the People are already, he that attempts to encreafe the
Flame, deferves to perith in it.—Would to God it were for-
given, upon Conditioa that it could be forgot ; but it cannot
be forgot, nor will, for this Reafon, ever be forgiven: My
Meaning therefore neither is to attempt the one nor the other.
—But my Endeavour is to divert the Publick from that mad
Refentment, which muft complete their Ruin. —I fhall thortly
come.to fhew, how far alrecady this Refentment has mifled
them.—How, deviating from the only Principle, that can
warrant Punifhment, they wound their Country and them-
felves in the Extravagance of Paffion.— The Purfuit of Pu-
nifbment, when no good End can pofiibly be anfwered by it,
is Revenge ; Revenge with Nations, as well as with pri-
vate Men, is in itfelf deteftable ; and, in its Confequences,
f2:ul, Let Swed:n be the Mirror to refle&t the Face of this

' Nation :
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- Nation : We have lately feen that brave, that free People, pufb-
‘ing wiolently their own Deftruttion with a Strange Similitude of
Fate.—Firft, by ruinous Meafures brought into deplorable Circum-

Sflances ;5 then purfuing [anguinary V. engeance on their Minifters s

- Minifters, from the Paffisn of the Time, neither fafe 1o be given
up, nor to be faved ; tearing every Fente of Government and Con-
Sitution down, to reach the Objet of their Hatred ; artfully led
ony under this Pretence, to abufe their Liberty with @ dangerous
Licence thinking themfelves entitled, becaufethey meet with Ob-
Hruction in this View, “to invade the Privileges of “all the other
Parts of their Legiflature; yet all this Time, fupidly forgetful o
the very Caufe, for which alime they ought in Tuftice_to condemn
the Conduct of thofe Minifters, and 1o be thus enraged, embar-
vaffing their Government, labouring to plunge it flill decper, by per-
JSevering in the fame Foreign Meafures, into the Jame Evil, and
20 prevent their wifefl and moft honeft Men from availing themfelves
of the moft fortunate Opportunities to preferve the Nation, and to
retricve pafi Errors 5 till at length, Jrom the Escefs of popular
Pawer, the Weakne[s of their Government, the Want of Virtue
in Particulars to refift the Temptation of afalfe Popularity, and
the FWant of Courage to withfland a factious Calumny, they were
encouraged to attempt direlt Rebellion, in Favour of a Pretender,
whofe Advancement to the Throne was morally certain’ to fix the
Chains of Arbitrary Power Jor ever on their Country, '

After this, fome may pofiibly demand, Why then have you
¥ecalled to publick View, thefe former Errors of the Minifter ?
% have doneit Wwith folid Reafon,— The Sore, that rankles, muft
be opened and deeply probed : The Man, who would, in this
Diforder of the Publick, ferve his Country, cannot hope to do
it by concealing Faults;—Fo deny notorious Truths, isan At-
tempt to impofe upon Mankind, too grofs to be borne ; the Na-
tion is honeft, though itis deceived, and will liften to no Ar-

uments, that are obvioufly difhoneft and uncandid.—Not to ac-
%nowledge this, would be to accufe the People of unjuft Refent-
ment duringa Space of 20 Years:—And, as in the prefent Con-
junéture, 1 think it my Duty to accufe them of unjuft Refent-

-Mments, and to convince them that they are juftly accufed ; by a

- contrary Conduct, I could not fain to provoke, inftead of heal-

ing Animofities'; to lay a Foundation of Prejudice, which no
Solidity of Reafon could be able to remove ; and infallibly de-

feat the honeft Intention, which alone hasled me to give the
 Publick and myfelf the Trouble of this Difcourfe.

- It was likewife neceflary to do this for feveral very impor-

tant Ends, to give the Clue to the true Source of our Misfor-
‘tunes, 2nd to the Origin of the late Oppofition ; which can be
the only Means, cither to moderate the Rage of the Publick,; to

remove
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remove their Prejudices, to diftinguifh their Friends, to-direét
them to the Knowledge of their Enemies, to preferve their juft
Attachment to their Prince, and to maintain the Conftitution
of their Country. |

For when the People miftake the Caufe, their Conclufions
muft be falfe and dangerous—their Opinion of thofe, who fee
more clearly, and act the beft for their Interefls, eafily abufed—
they are liable from falfe Caufes affigned by wicked and artful
Men, to think defperately of Government, and to feek for Re-
medies not adapted to the Difeafe, and of fo violent a Nature,
as to tear the Body Politick to Pieces.

And that this has been the Cafe, will become very manifeft

upon a due Confideration of this Dedu&ion of our Affairs du-
ring the late Adminiftration—the People not confidering well -
the Spring ef this unhappy Train of Condu&, have been falfely
and infamoufly taught, that it took its. Rife from the Treachery
of the Minifter, and from a low and private Prejudice in the
Prince to his Foreign Dominions, abetted by a Band of corrupt
Mercenaries, and fupported by the Defe&s of a Conftitution,
which gave too much Power to the Crown—None of which is
true.
" It was the Embarraffment of our Affairs by the Peace of
Uurecht, a timid, obftinate, and perhaps felfith Chara&er in theMi-
nifter.—It was the unavoidable Confequences of the Treaty of
Hanover, which was made before his Majefty’s Acceffion to the
Throne, for which he was therefore not anfwerable, and which
it was very difficult to remedy.—It was a Chain of Circum-
ftances, neither derived from a greater Degree of Corruption
than will be founded in any opulent State upon Earth, nor from
any Defes, but what (or worfe) muft exift in the pureft Con-
fitution under Heaven : All which will more fully appear by the
following Dedu&tion,

But to return—In this Crifis of Affairs, Ruin abroad ap-
peared almoft impoffible, highly improbable to prevent,—the
Nation at home in fuch a Ferment, that nothing but Confufion
was by every rational Man expeéted —To prevent either, it was
obvious that the Minifter muft be removed, the Publick neither
would, nor could have engaged in thofe expenfive Undertakings
which were our only Refource, under the Condu&t of fuch 2
Man.—But how to effe@ this Change was the great Labour,—
There is Reafon to believe, that his Majelty was s much con-
vinced of the Neceffity of a Change, as the Minifter was cons
vinced that it was high time to prepare for it.—It was ever
certain, that the beft Men in the Oppofition began to fea
greatly the Effe&ts of the Spirit they had raifed, however necef
j : C3 fary
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fary, however juft it had been to rajfe it ; but the greateft
Danger of all was to have defifted in that Conjun&@ure.  Thus

even they who were moft fenfible . of the dangerous Ferment,

fatal Effe&.—Oppofition was redoubled with a Degree of Fury,

which nothing but this Circumftance could warrant.— The Di-
lemma was great on all Sides—the more the Minifter was prefled,
the more difficult and dangerous it was both for him and for the
Publick to give way—and had he been difinterefted enough to
have refigned his Power, to fpeak honeftly, there was Hazard

- both to his own Perfon, to the Intereft of his Mafter, and the

- Conftitution of his Country,—It was dangerous to depend

upon the Moderation of a Party fo combined as it now appeared
to be, and heated with o unavoidable a Fury," On the other

- hand, jt was impoflible for the honeft Men, embarked againft

him, to have defiffed cither.—Matters had been driven too far

. to rely upon the Prudence of their Antagonift, and they had

too many Examples to venture t6 truft that ever this Danger
could reclaim his indomptable Spirit of Peace. It was ver

. unfafe, both for the Publick and themfelves to have rifqued the

double Danger of their Enemies, and the Refentment of their

- Friends.—If by fuch an indifcreet Retreat, they had much weak-

ened their Party, they could not have had fufficient Aflurance,
that the Minifter would have made that juft and wife Ufe of it,

- which could have been their only Inducement for fo difinterefted
- a Meafure.—He might have employed this Acceffion of Strength,
to have confirmed himfelf in his imprudent Politicks, to have
 ruined Liberty, under the Pretence of deftroying Fa&ion, and

bave taken ‘this Opportunity to have wreaked his private
Revenpe.—Apain, if this Condu& fhould have had a different

Efe,  and not amch weakened the Party they left, it muft
have ferved only to precipitate the Views of bad Men, and left
the Nation diffradted and mad under the Lead and Dire&ion of
the worft and moft dangerous Perfons in the Kingdom.—Upon
'the whole, it was neither in the Power of the one to retire, nor
the other to de/f/2, : ' WY

Moft certain it is, whatever the ignorant Vulgar may think,
or wicked Men ‘pretend, thdt the domeftick Peace was at this
‘.Conjun&ure in the utmoft Hazard, and that  at this Hour we
had “been-involved in horrible Confufion, if his Majefty’s Pru-
dJence had not dictated, and affifted us in the middle Way of
Moderation, ‘in which all Safety confifts, by yielding to a
iChange of the Minifter, ‘and vet refolving to defend the Perfon
of the Man removed, from the Rage and Fury of the Time. By
this Mealure, that intire ViQory of Party, ‘which muft have
| produced
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produced infufferable Infolence, and raifed unforefeen, extras
_ vagant and irrefiftable Expeétations, was awarded with its Coa=
fequences, which, like a Torrent, would have broke in upon
us, and in a mercilefs manner {fwept away both good and bad
who had given Oppolition to it, and probably carried before
it, in its Tide of Reformation, all the Guards and Securities
of this happy Con{’titution.—e—Had the Government been taken-.
by Storm, had the People been once blooded, who can fay
where he would have ftopt, or who could have Authority to
have caft down the Bar before them.—In fuch Conjunétures,
Reafon and Experience fhew us, that the private Soldier drives
his Officer before him—all Order and Difcipline are at an End—
and whoever endeavours to reftrain the Violence, is looked upon
as an Enemy, divefted of his Command, and new Leaders
chofen out of thofe, who with moft Fury, and leaft Remorfe,
will carry Devaftation furtheft. By this Meafure therefore,
Time was given for many to refle, whoin the Heat of fuch an
Event, would have been hurried Lengths they never intended
to have gone, and plunged into Precipices, which many, who
have efcaped already, confider with Horror, that they lately
flood fo near, and which many more, as they confider and cool,
will every Day look back upon with equal Terror.— Lhis Mea-
{ure likewife afforded Opportunity to make the proper Altera-
tions by Degrees, and with a deliberate Choice, to put the pub-
lick Affairs into the Hands of Men, who were diftinguifhed,
rather by their Abilities and Integrity, than by their Heat and
. Paffion, or popular Acecomplifhments.—lt gave room to weaken
Fa&ion, by the Gratification of fome warm Men, but to do it {o,
as not to encourage its hatty Growth again—It prepared 2 way .
for a lafting Change of Meafures, and fecured an Intereft to
fupport them at the fame Time ; as it enabled thofe who had

a&ed under the former Adminiftration upon wrong Principles of
Fear of Ruin, or Shame of Tergiverfation,

Policy without
tacitly to reclaim their Condu&, and prevented that fatal Evil,
(which was otherwife inevitable, and muft have brought our Af-
fairs into a_worlfe Condition_than ever,) the raifing a new Op-
pofition out of the defeated Party, whofe Number, though de-
feated,were at this very Conjunéture equal to thofe by whom they
had been compelled to yield.—Thus this prudent Firmnefs on -
the one hand, and prudent Condefcenfion on the other, mani-
feftly faved this Nation from Perdition—the beft, the moft able,
the moit confiderable Men, and thofe of the true Whig Prin-
ciple, were feparated from a wicked Party, with whom Necel-'
fity had obliged them formerly to unite, and who were upon the

Point of getting the Direion of the Publick into their Hands,
C#% under
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under the Pretence of delivering it from another Danger, which,
great as it was, could not be worfe than that.—And thys the
Government now ftands upon the Foundation of 5 true Whig
Intereft, upon which alone it can fafely ftand, {upported by Men,

uhited by the manifeft Reviyal of that Principle, which would
bring them both to Ruin.

Point of a Change of the Minifter ; and the Power to change
the Meafures was in their own Hand.—-—This, as I have ver
fufficiently thewn, was the firft and fole Intention of the Whigs,
fo that their Journey was at ap End ; but the others were to
travel further, and we fhall fhortly fee through what miry
Paths they went.—1It was almoft a Miracle they had kept Com-
pany fo long.—The Tories had plainly thewn, upon the late
Motion, how little they were to be depended upon, even in
the Profecution of their common View ; and for the Whigs,
they had never pretended, never given any Encouragement to
think, that they fhould continue Oppofition longer than till
they had carried thefe Points.—-Nay, till this Event, the Tories
themfelves affe®ted to intend no more.—All Men of Senfe,
who knew them well, knew, that this was only Colour,
to take away Sufpicion of their dangerous Defigns, —What
happened was therefore no Surprize to them, and fo far from
being condemned for it, their Principles and Views being thus
widely different, they muft both have been truly inconfiftent
with themfelves, if they had not both done as they did.

A Change of the Adminiftration being now become abfo-
lutely neceffary, - the Equality of Parties being fuch, that no
Bufinefs could be carried on, this Change was refolved.—In
order to effe&t it, it was neceffary to adjourn the Houfe.—1I¢
required fome Time to deliberate upon the firft Changes, and
for thofe Members of the Oppolition, who were to be firft taken
in, to be rechofen.

To this Adjournment (which was for 1 5 Days) all the Houfe
agreed, the Whigs knowing the Neceflity of it, and that a
Change could not be fafely made without it, and with thefe con-
curring all thofe who had private Views, and expe@ed to reap
a perfonal Benefit from this Change,—The Leaders of the 7-
ries, who have fince treated this Meafure as iniquitous in the
higheft Degree, made no Objeétion to it then ; they had one
or other of the two Reafons before-mentioned to induce them
toit. ‘The Reader may affign that which he thinks moft proba-
ble, upon a Confideration ‘of their {ubfequent Behaviour, ;

n
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In this Conjun&ure, thefe Gentlemen thought it highly ne-
ceffary to make their Appearance at the Court, to which fome
had never gone fince the Accefion of the prefent Royal Family
upon the Throne ;. and many had abfented themfelves fo long,
that they feared they might be forgotten, which was by no
Means convenient, when fo many great Employments were to
be conferred in a few Days.—It was neceffary to convince the
Prince, that their only Reafon for abftaining from this Demon-
ftration of Refpe before, was the ill Opinion of the late Mi-
nifter, and that they were now ready to fupport his Majefty’s
Meafures, as warmly as the beft Friends he had ; but alas! the
Sincerity of their Reconciliation, and the fecret Condition of
it, unhappily for them, were both as well underftood at that
Time, in the Place to which they went, as they have fince been
clearly manifefted in the Nation,

Thus far all Things proceeded well and quietly—nota Word
was uttered of any farther Reformation. The Peoplewere then
fuffered to think as they were naturally difpofed to do. A Change
of the Minifter, and the Introduétion of honeft Men into the chie
Employments, was thought the utmoft Object of the Pecples Wih,
and what muft in the end enfure whatever elfe was wanting.

Tranquility continued till an Honourable Gentleman, who
had been confiderable in the Oppofition, was made Chan-
cellor of the Exchequer.—This began to clath with the Ex-
peftations of others ; but ftill, as there were many great
Employments left, they were not yet tranfported far enough
to declare a new Breach—fo that they fuffered this Gentle-
man to be re-ele@ed without any Oppofition. The next
Thing done was the Appointment of the new Zreafury, which
when they found compofed of that Set of Men called #higs,
and but one Tory admitted upon that Bench, they began to
murmur openly.—But it was flill too foon to take their final
Refolution— the Boards of Admiralty and Trade were not yet
atually fettled, and they waited the Event of the Difpofition
there.—But when that of the Admiralty was taken into Confi-
deration, for which fome of the leading Zories were defigned (and
which are all willing to accept) His Majefty having refufed
to admit ome particular Perfon, and they thinking that the
Reafon affigned for that Exception, might be a dangerous Pre-
cedent, which mult equally affect great Numbers of their Body,
it was refolved to exert themfelves upen this Occafion.—They
accordingly infifted ftrongly for this Perfon, and for fome o-
thers, and in fine, for fuch a Difpofition there, as was impofiible
to be complied with—which as foon as they found, and that
the other Offices were not yet propofed to be changed, they
refolved to keep no further Meafures, Nothing was to be left

to
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to the Difpofa] of the Sovereign, as foon as it appeared that he
would not wholly' refign himfelf into the Hands of Tories, and
that he prefumed to make Difficulties in admitting, even any
one of thofe, who had been ever marked, b)'r their Friends as
well as Enemies, as the Leaders of a Party, which deferve a
ftronger Denomination, |

Some few Men of a different Principle, who deferve a bet-
ter Fate, by the Heat of Paflion, the Effe@s of Ambition,
and the common Fear of not being provided for to their Withes
ypon this Occafion, unhappily fell at this Time into the Views
of thefe People ; upon whofe Shoulders they vainly ima-
gined they might lift themfelves to what they now began to
fear they fhould never reach ; among thefe, a Man, whofe-
Merits, Abilities and Weight entitled him “to the higheft
Efteem of all Parties, whofe Error {of which he has been
fince too late convinced) is repaired to his own Confcience, by
his retiring from them ; but can never be repaired to his Coun-
try, by his haying retired from its Service in Confequence of
1t.—This Appearance of a few Whigs on their Side had a very
il Effiect : Upder this Colour, they paffed for what they have
fince fhewn they were not i—Many young and undiftinguith-
ing Men, and many of the People, having no Apprehenfions
to engage with an-Oppofition, - which they ignorantly think
direted by /7)hiz Principles, becaufe they fee a few Whigs a-
mong them : And the Difficulty ‘of breaking from fuch Engage-
ments of Party, being fo great, that few have Honefty or Spirit
to do it now, when they are convinced of their Miftake.—But
as we have already obferved in the Beginning of this Paper,
A1l Oppofitians are campofed of Individuals of all Denominations -
And an Oppofition is not lefs a Whig Oppq/?tian, becaufe it is joined
by Jacobites and Tories; mor a Jacobite or Vory Oppofition lefs
a Faction, becaufe itis joined by Whigs : But the Difference lres
in the Spirit, that predeminates, and in the Men that direét.—
For, if the Whigs have the Afendant and can force the reft into
their Meafuressy Methods Jafe and honeft are purfued.—But,
if the Jacobites or Tories bave the Lead, or Whigs anly bear
the Name ‘of Leaders, and are in Reality driven, by the Spirit of
thofe with wwhom they are connected, the Meafures of Oppofition

 are then equally carried on upon the Jacobite or Tory Views, as

we fhall prove it to be the Cafe at this Time; and Jfuch an OPPg/i—

' tion 15, toall Intents and Purpafes, a Jacobite or Tory Faétion.

Lhus hurried by Impatience, heated by Defpair, the Faiion,

- with thefe unnatural Allies, after a vain and tedious Expe&a-

tion of eight Days (for fo much of the fifteen Days of the

- Adjournment had already pafied,  and they werc not yet pra-

vided
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vided for) upon the 11th of February, 1741-2, a Day, which
perhaps this Nation, may have Reafon never to forget, they
came to a final Breach. From this exa& Period may be dated
the Death of the lite memorable Oppofition, and the Birth of
a fatal Fa@ion, who have already laid the Foundation of Cala-
mities, which will reqit)lire much Wifdom and Virtue toavert;
and which only that Providence, that has already {o often re-
markably interpofed to fave this Nation, can entirely preferve it

from.
It was given out in dark Whifpers, that the #hig Leaders

of the Oppofition, who, Dby their Abilities and Services had
obtained the foremoft Rank, in whofe Hands the Settlement of
this great Affair therefore naturally lay, and with whom, from
the Knowledge of their Principles, the Government could only
treat, had betray’d their. Party ; that the Circumftances of this
Treafon were fuch asto require a Conjunétion of all honeft Men
to refift and to defeat it ; that the Proof was undeniable, and that
it was neceffary the Matter thould be laid open before the whole
Oppofition : The Members of the Oppofition were 2ll {fum-
‘moned, and the Expe@ation of Mankind raifed to the higheft
Pitch: As well they, who underftood the Nature of this Meet-
ing, as they, who underftood it not, out of equal Curiofity con-
curred to attend it : And among the reft, the Gentlemen, who
condu@ed the new Settlement, and thofe, whohad been already
taken into Employment, were defired to be prefent to defend
themfelves againft this formidable Accufation.

The Charge was introduced with great Solemnity ; Gen-
<¢ tlemen were reminded of the dangerous Situation to which
<¢ the Nation had been brought by the late Adminiftration ;
¢¢ how glorioufly and fteadily they had perfevered in the Op-
$¢ pofition ;. how happily at length their honeft Endeavours,
¢ and the juft Spirit of the People, had brought them in Sight of
< the long wifh’d-for Port ; that as every Set of Men had con-
¢¢ tributed to-bring this important Point to bear, it was
¢¢ juft all Denominations of Men fhould receive an equal Re-
¢¢ ward of their Virtue ; that if a proper Ufe were made of
< this happy Conjun&ure, this Reward might be obtained ;
¢ that the total Rout of the Minifterial Party was what they.
¢¢ hada Right to expeé ; and that thiswould make Room for
¢¢ a]],——But that there was too much Reafon to fear, that
«¢ this Ufe would not be made of the happy Opportunity ;
<.that-afew Men had prefumed, without communicating their
~ ¢ Proceedings to that Aflembly, to take this Work upon them-
" ¢ felves that by their Manner of doing it, they had fufficient
¢¢ Qaufe to apprchend they: did mot mean the general Ad-

| £ ¢¢ vantage ;
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¢¢ vantage ; that they had been now eight Days in this Em-

ployment ; and by the few Offices they had as yet beftowed,
they were juftly to beaccufed of nota@ing with the Vigour
that was expeted of them by the whole eople.—~T hat a-
mong other things, what adminiftered Matter of great Jea-
loufy was the Choice of thofe already preferred 5 that this
Choice having fallen principally upon Whigs, it wasanill O-
men for the Tories 3 and that if they were not to be pro-
vided for, the happy Effe@ls of the Coalition of Parties muft
be deftroyed, and Parties again revived to the great Prejudice
of the Nation ; that it was therefore highly neceflary to
unite clofely, to keep firmly together, and to continde to
oppofe, with the fame, Vehemence as ever, till Juftice was
done the Tories, and - till. the Adminiftration was founded
upon the broad Bottom of both Parties.”

A Right Honourable Gentleman, fince advanced into ano-

ther Houfe of Parliament, with whom the Management of this
Change was chiefly entrufted, together with fome of thofe,
who were lately taken into Employment, anfwered thefe Ob-
jections to their Condu& with great Temper,—-¢¢ They firft
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obferved, how hard a Treatment they had met with in return
for the long Services they had done their Country, and the
Share they had confeffedly had in bringing the Oppofition to
the Point at which it was arrived, now upon frivolous Pre-
tences, and a Jealoufy in the Nature of ‘Things, not yet
pofiibly grounded upon any folid foundation, to be brought
before fuch a Tribunal, accufed publickly in the Face of the
whole World, of that, which no fingle Man dare in pri-
vate, to their Faces, charge them with ; loaded with Sufpi-
cions, which once raifed are hardly ever to be wiped off by any
Conduét ; and branded with the Imputation of an "ima-
ginary Crime, fo eafily to be believed in the then Temper
of the Nation ;— that they deferved a very different Ufage,
by the Integrity, with which they had hitherto proceeded,
4nd with which they were determined to proceed : That
as to the taking the Management of this Affair into their
own Hands, the Overtures having been made to them,
it was their Duty, and it would have been the Duty
of any Man, to whom they had been made, to have ufed .

¢ his beft Abilities to have brought about a happy Settlement,

after the Divifions, by which this Country had been fo long
torn ; and which could not longer fubfift without theutter
Ruin of the Interefts of this Nation abroad, and the Dan-
ger of fatal Difturbances at Home :—T hat the fuperficial Vul-
gar might imagine it a more proper and equitable . fm

refer
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refer this Settlement to the Decifion of the whole Party 5
but that no Man of tolerable Underftanding and Experience
could cherifh an Idea fo impraiicable and abfurd ; that Go-
vernment was not yet reduced to fuch a Point, as to fur-
render at Difcretion, efpecially to an Enemy, who had de-
clared fo publickly they would give no Quarter ; that Go-
vernment neither could, would, nor ought to be taken by
Storm ; and that it behoved Gentlemen to confider what
muft inevitably be the Confequence of fuch an Attempt ;
that the great Points were to change the Minifter, and to
change the: Meafures : That the one was vifibly already done,
and they would engage to perform the other. /That; as to the
Diftribution of Employments, there was neither Juftice, De-
cency, Duty, or Moderation, in di@atingto the King, how
to difpofe of every Preferment in the State 3 that his Ma-
jefty had fhewed 2 Difpofition: to comply with the Defires
of his People in the moft effectual Manner ; for he had al-
ready fupplied the principal Minifterial Pofts with Men, who
had hitherto been moft confided in by the People, and fuch
as could not have given Occafion to the People ' to  have
changed their Opinion of them becaufe, though nominated,
they had none of them yet done any fingle A& of Office :
That as to the Changes already made, 'they were as nume=
rous ‘as the Importance ofithe Matter, and the Nature of
the Thing could poflibly admit fo foon, and that it might
have been more to the Credit of their Party, ' if  their
Patience had extended a little longer than the few Days, that
had pafled fince the Time of their Adjournment.—As to
the partial Diftribution of Employments to the Whigs, that
as far as their Intereft thould hereafter extend, they would
ufe it faithfully to his. Majefty, and their Country, by
recommending fuch to ferve him, whofe Principles they
knew had been mifreprefented, and who were true to
his Family, let their Appellations be what they would :
But that it might be well fuppofed a Work of fome
Time, to remove fufpicions inculcated long, and long
credited,, with Regard to a Denomination of Men, who
had formerly been thought not heartily attached to the In-
tereft of the Prince upon the Throne ; that fome Inftances,
of this Intention, had been already given in the late Re-
movals, and there. would be many more, but that it muft
depend upon the prudent Conduct of the Tories themielves,
wholly to abolith thefe unhappy Diftinctions of Party. In
fine, they begged of them to confider how falfe aStep they had
already made,—and that this paflionate and groundlefs Di-
¢ yifion,
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« vifion, would infallibly give new Courage to the Party. they
*“ had juft fubdued ; that it difcovered a Weaknefs; of which

It is not to be fuppofed, that any of thefe Reafors had much
weight on the different fides of the Queftion.—The Abufe and
Indecency, with which the Gentlemen newly taken into the

dminiftration were treated, upon this Occafion, plainly con:
vinced then, and cvery intelligent Man, that the Defign of
this. Meeting. was to throw them off, that the Tories might
-now difengage “themfelves from the Dire@ion of the Whigs,
under whofe Condu& they had been reftrained, and with whom
‘they could: never -expe to carry the Point they had in View:

=—They ‘could never haye taken a better Opportunity, than

that of ‘the National Ferment of the ‘Time, “nor have done

At with lefs Sufpicion, or encreafed thejr Numbers more, thag

by doing it, when the Sufpicions of Men were, as they always
are in fuch Conjun&ures, diverted another Way, and when
the Fears, Difappointments and Difgufts of ‘many of different
Principles, naturally led them-all to join with any Set of Men
that ftill continued to oppofe.—~We have already obferved how
far thefe Paflions had mifled fome Whigs, that, infenfible of thé
foolith Part they play’d, ‘they lent their Names to colour the De-
figns of the Tories, and became the ‘Tools to prefs publickly fot
their Admiffion into Employments, which they could not, with
any Decency, nor without difgracing themfelves with the Peo-
ple, have fo glaringly infifted upon themfelves, '

The Publick quickly found the Effe& of this wicked Conz
du&, for it deferves no better Name.—It was no {mall Afto-
nithment to many, * who had hitherto concurred in the
.Oppoﬁtion, and gave no fmall Difguft to obferve it—Ng
Man of Senfe and Honefty thought he could Juftify ad-
hering longer to a: Set of Men, whofe Party View was now
fo openly avowed, and who, like a Band of Huffars, had a-
bandoned themfelves to the Plunder, even before the Battle
was half done ; they knew the Confequence muft be, at leaft,

to prevent his Return into his former Station, and to procure
a Change in his Syflem of Politicks, to get the beft Laws
they could, to prevent the like Abufe of Power, and at
leaft to fecure it in the. Hands of thofe, who they thought leaff
likely to abufe it in their own Time,—It is true, they never

| intended
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intended to have given the Zories the Lead in the Govern-
ment, or to have made 2 Tory Adminiftration ; from the Na-
‘wure of that Party which I have fofficiently explained already,
they had been falfe both to their King and Country, if they
had done it.—But they honeftly did intend to have promoted
the moft moderate of that Party, defirous of uniting,l\ljly this
Experiment, -as‘many as they could, in Affection to his ajeﬂy
and his Royal Family ; to which the Gratification of private
Expe&ations is with fome a very neceflary Step.—But their
Conduét was fuch, as difabled them from carrying their Views
much farther for them, and had they prefled it after this, their
own Principles muft have come into Sufpicion.—They had there- -
fore juft Grounds to have made a total Separation from them ;
but from a Regard to their Country, they ftifled their Refent-
ments’; -they advanced feveral Tories thortly after, and fome
into very great Pofts fince that Time.—They united to pro-
mote an Enquiry into the Condu¢t of the late Minifter, which
they pufhed as far as the Strength of the oppofite Party, who
were now rallied upon thefe Divifions, eould poffibly admit,
and far enough to fthew fuch Errors in his Adminiftration,
as rendered it impoflible for him to be employ’d again.—They
engaged the Government to purfue Meafures entirely oppofite
to the pacific Plah fo long fatally purfued ; they maintained
their Principle of fupporting the Houfe of Auffria, and fur-
nithed her with effeGtual Supplies; and they carried a Place
Bill to leffen” the Minifterial Influence in Parliament.—~In Fo-
reign Affairs they cid every Thing that could be wifhed, and
much more than could have been expeéted ; in Domeftic, they
went, if not quité as far, as perhaps they might have fafely gone,
yet as far as they could.go fafely in fuch a Ferment ; or indeed,
as they were able to go, when thus deferted and weakened by
the Madnefs of thefe Men. |

We have now fhewn the Commencement of the prefent
Oppofition, which from its Origin may be eafily judged what
it is,—Its Origin plainly was, not from any wrong K/Ieafures,
in the Leaders of the late Oppofition, for (as they juitly ob-
ferved themfelves) they had as yet done nothing when they were
thus deferted 3 no more than ¢ight Days had pafled fince the
Retreat of the Minifter ; and the Parliament had not yet met ;
fo that it was impoffible the Faction could have done it
from any Obfervation of their wrong Behaviour there—Had
the Tories been as wholly proferibed, as it was falfely fuggefted
they were intended to be, was the Jate Oppofition began upon
the Principle of bringing them into Employment, or was it
the Right, or the Concern of the People to infift who fhould

| have
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have the moft beneficial Places f~=The Principle of the late
Oppofition was, as it has been fully fhewn, to bring back this
Nation to its true Politicks with Regard to the Houfe of Au/rig

and the Balance of Power.—Was the Purfujt of Places ever
avowed to be the Grounds of Oppofition ? it has been indeed
fatirically imputed to be fo. upon all Occafions, but it was never
fupported by the Publick upon that footing, nor ever avowed]

confefled to be fo, by any Oppofition, before this which now
diftradls this Country ; and which I therefore juftly and truly call
by no other than its proper Name, and fhall farther prove by
its fubfequent Proceedings, to be a Fattion, if ever'a Fafion
did or can exift in Britain—And as the Tree is beft known
{lgy its Fruits, we fhall be particular in tracing its Condu& ever
ince,

As it was too foon to ftile themfelves 2 7oz Oppofitien, becaufe
the Parliament had not yet met, and they knew not what Mea-
fures would be purfued they therefore formed themfelves, for
the prefent, under the Title of the Broad-Bottom 3 a Cant
Word, which correfponding equally with the Perfonal F igure of
fome of their Leaders, and the Nature of .their Pretenfions, was
underftood to imply, a Party united to force the Tories into the
Adminiftration.

. Thus intitled, they laid their general Plan of Adtion, reducible
to the following Heads, which were the known Eftablithment of
their Predeceflors in the fame Fa&ion.

1, To vilify and abufe, without Meafure, Mercy, or Re-
ferve, all, who in any one fingle Vote fhould c?irﬁ'er from
them.

- 2dly, To advance or infinuate any Falthood, or mifreprefent
any Meafure, however grofly, 'to the better fort of Men, if they
could propofe to delude or inflame the People by it.

3dly, To fpirit up the People againft the Re-ele@ion of any
Member- into Parliament, who fhould accept of any Employ-
ment.

4tbly, To wean the People from their AffeStion to the Houfe
of Aufiria, to diminith their Apprehenfion, or to encreafe their
Fears of the French Power, either, juft as Events fhould make
it moft convenient to do. To undermine the great and falu-
tary Principle of fupporting a Balance of Power upon the Con-
tinent, by Pretences of 'the Inability of the Nation, of the
Folly of engaging in Wars, in which we propofed to make no
Acquifition for ourfelves, and of the Security of this Nation in
its maritime Force alone, let what would happen upon the Con-
tinent,

5thly,
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~ wibly, To bait the People by the Profpet of an Encreafe of
I Popular Power, by propofing Alterations in the Conftitutinn, the
: Effects of which, and confequently the necefiary Meafure of
which, the common fort are by no means able to underftand. .
v '6thly, To poifon the Affe&ions of the People to the Prince
-upon the Throne, by endeavouring to convince them, that
-every publick Meafure was influenced by his Ambition, Re-
fentments, Paffions; or Attachment to fome Foreign Territory.
1a-Mr. Addifon obferves in one of thofe excellent Papers called
-the Freebolder, which he wrote exprefly againit the fame Fac-
tion, then in its Zenith, foon after the End of .the'late Queen’s
‘Reign ; that even at that Time perfonal Abufe had been re-
_marked to be the prevailing Charateriftick of .that Party ,——
and he gives the Reafon for it, which (il holds good at this
Day, Fhat having notbing of Weight to offer againjt their Anta-
-gonifts, if they [peak at all, it miytbe aganf? their Perfons 5 when
\they cannat refute an Adver(aryy the fborteft J¥ay is 1o libe! bim, and
42 endeavaur to make bis Perfon odious, when they cannot reprefent
-bis. Notions | abfurd.—~It was the Fort of their Party, and prac-
 tifed at -all Times-s-it was by the infamous Obfervation of that
Maxim, Calimniari (fortiter ut aliquod adhereat, and by their
‘fcandalous Perfonalities againft the great Duke of Mariborough,
.the. prefent ‘Dutchefs,  the Treafurer Guodolphing and. all the
Whigs who-fupported - their glorious Meafures, that they routed
.them at laft.— L'hey mict: with-too much Encouragement then
ot to tread in the fame: Steps, -the Examiner had then the
JImpudence to accufe that Miniftry. of carrying on that War upon
different Principles from thafe upon which it was begun, which could
not have been, unlefs ‘that 'War had been begun upon the Prin-
“ciple of preferving inftead of deltroying France—And the pre-
Jent. Faltion, withwequal Afiurance, {candalouily incontiftent,
as they are themfelves, accufe the new Part of the Adminifira-
tion of Inconfiffency, at the Time they are carrying on Meafures
for reducing  France with the utmoft Vigour ; when it is noto-
¥ious, to have been the grand Principle” and View upon which
they engaged in Oppolition.  Yet glaiingly abfurd. and fhame-
lefs, zs this Charge evidently appears to be, upon the leaft Re-
fletion, they. have actually and incredibly, by their Emifiaries
propetly. planted, and ‘properly inftructed, brought Numbers of
the Viulgar to join in the Chorus of this Song.—No Man could
venture to vote on a different Side in the moft iindifferent
Propofition, but he was treated with immeafurable Abufe :—
By this Excefs of Calumny and-Malice, they had more than
L one Advantage in View.—It ferved to terrify. weak Minds to
s Freekalder, Ne, 19.
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return and be more fteady.~—And though fone Men of true
Spirit might be the more determined to defert them, they. found
the Lofs of thefe outbalanced by the Number of thofe, who were

awed and intimidated by it. - :
In this manner the whole World muft be fenfible how far they
have - proceeded, fparing neither Age nor Sex, Rank nor Cha-
racter, — which Abufe has been fwallowed with as much Dif-
gtrace to thofe who have received it, as to thofe who have deliver-
ed it. But Envyand Malice are two great Ingredients in the
‘Tempers of Men, and the Commonalty look upon the Indul-
gence of this crooked Difpofition to be a Mark of an independant
Spirit 3 according to that old Obfervation of the great Hiftorian
Tacitus, Obtrectatio livor pronis auribus accipiuntur, quippe adulati-
onis foedum crimen fervitutis, Malignitati falfa Jpecies libertatis ineff,
"T'he fecond Part of the Plan they purfued with equal Induftry,
the fame 2 Author, in another of his Papers, obferves, how {tea-
dily this Set of Men have conftantly diftinguifhed themfelves by
their little regard to Truth, their little Solicitude for what the
thinking Part of Mankind would confider of their Condu&, or
how long the Lye of the Day would laft,—~—He enumerates a

Multitude of their delufive Inventions, in the Reign of Kin
William, in his own Time, adding a juft and melancholy
Obfervation, that their felf-interefted and defigning Leaders cannot
defire a more ductile and eafy People to work upon. — T'rufting to
this Du&ility, and the undiftinguifhing Nature of the common
Race of Men, they made no Scruple to charge thofe, who fup-
_port the prefent Meafures, with a Change of Principles.—Con-
founding thus the Oppofition with the thing intended by it, and
making Oppofition itfelf a Principle, which no honeft Man will
ever make it. The People are told, that it was the Principle o
the new Adminifiration to oppofe the Government, that they do
not oppofe the Government now, therefore the news Adminiftration
have deferted their former Principle.” This pafles for found Los
gick, upon the fimple Herd they lead. It is vain to thew the
bare-faced Falacy, that it was their Principle to oppofe the Mea=
fures, only when they thought them bad, ‘and that it was
the Meafures and not the Government they oppofed ; that the Mea~
fures are not changed, and'they think them no longer bad,
that therefore they are no Deferters of their Principle, if they
now defift from Oppofition. Confiding farther in the Igno-
rance of their Creatures, they make no fcruple to throw into their
general Charge againft thofe who fupport the prefent Meafures,
many of thofe paft Occurrences and Errors, which happened
before their Time, which they formerly condemned, and which

aFf’f‘bﬂ/dﬂT, -N—jo.. 73
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are now, (if not equally exploded) at leaft equally counter-aéted
both by the new and old Part of the Adminiftration, and the
Confequences of which they are now every Hour labouring to re~
medy and avert.— Thus wilfully mifreprefenting every Meafure,
jumbling and confounding Fa&s and Dates, Names and Things,
fo crude and fo irrational, that none but the loweft of the Vulgar
could be able to digeft them.

They proceeded with the fame Diligence in the Execution of
the third Article of this Plan,—for no fooner was any Gentle-
man, who had been engaged in the late Oppofition, admitted
into Employment, than Heaven and Earth were moved to pre-
vent his Re-eleGion. When they had once given over the
Thoughts of being employed themfelves, the Note was imme-
diately changed ; and it is a Matter never to be fufficiently ad-
mired, how ftupidly the People, in many Places, fell into their
Views, without confidering the Abfurdity of what they were
put upon to do. When the Houfe adjourned, the DoCrine
then was, as I have before obferved, thata Change of the Mi-
nifter, and the Introduciion of honeft Men into Employments, were
the utmoft Objeéls of the People’s Wifb, and mujt in the End enfure
whatever elfe was wanting. But it feems fince the Tories were
not to be admitted, no other Men were to be deemed honett.
Nay, after a little Time, when it was found, that thofe of
more obnoxious Principles were abandoned to Defpair, even a
Tory, under thefe Circumftances, found it difficult to be per-
mitted quietly to be rechofen—ifo filly were the little Tools of
this Faftion, as to delight iny and admire at the Wifdom and
Integrity of a Maxim now eftablifbed, that none of the Party
fhould have a Place, till the Views of their great ones were com-
plied with firft.—They {till went on calumniating the new Ad-
miniftration for not. making Changes fuft enough, when they
themfelves had fhut the Door againft it, and when no Man, who
was not willing to facrifice his Fortune, by the vaft Expcnce of
a certain Oppofition, or expofe his Perfon to the dangerous In-
fults of the Mobs they raifed upon every fuch Occalion, could
accept.—Thus the People were brought to infift upon 2 Point,
which, like Ideots, they were led at the fume Time palpably to
prevent thtm'felves.-—-l have not mifieprefented this Matter ; it
is well known, that this was the Method of their Proceeding to
all Perfons without Diftin&ion, and they begun it, before any
Man could have given poflibly any Reafon to be diftrufted by his
Country, becaufe it was begun before the Parliament met a-

ain, after the famous Adjournment. An honourable Gentleman,
who by the greateft Number of Voices, that ever any Man
had upon fuch an Occafion, was elected Chairman of the Com-
2 mittee



~ ( 50)
thittee of EleStions but a few Weeks before, who in that nice
Conjun&ure, for his unexceptionable Chara&er, with regard to
all Parties, was pitched upen for that Office by the whole Op-
‘pofition, who neither had, nor could have had at that Time,
given a fingle Vote to diminith that Reputation,) being ad-
vanced to be a Commiffioner of the Admiralty by his Majetty,
(for no other Reafon, but that ‘he was thought agreeable to
the People,) was immediately marked out, as an Obje&t of
Deteftation ‘to his Country, and not fuffered to be chofen
into Parliament again. Another Right Honourable Member
advanced to the fame Office, was perfecuted, if poffible,
with more fcandalous Circumftances, the Mob of the whole
County, for which he ferved, were hired: to infult him,
—Subferiptions raifed outof the Pockets of the zobole Faétion,
nay prefled publicklyin the very Houfe of Commons to make a
Purfe to carry on an Oppofition to him : Though at the fame
Time, this Noble Perfon was a Servant to the Jir/t Subjett of this
Kingdom, preferred "at his Requeft and Recommendation, and
advanced as a kind of Pledge of Union between the Royal Fa-
mily itfelf ; and though bis Mafter was confefledly the Perfon by
whofe Influence and Concurrence in the Caufe of his Country,
the late Oppofition was principally brought to its Hiue, who had
fuffered infinitely more in the Courfe of it, than the meaneft pri-
vate Gentleman in the Kingdom, and who had done that for the
Publick, which no Man in his Station ever did before him,
which could not have been expe&ed of him, and after this Treat-
ment, muft never be expected of any other in the fame Situation;
Thus they gave fair Wasning to the Father, by their Conduét to
the Son, what he bhad to expe& from this Set of Men, who,
hardened by Difappointments of their own creating, infenfibly
loft all Regard, either to Prudence, Decency, or Gratitude,
Ffhall not in this Place proceed to obferve minutely, upon
the manner of executing all the other Particulars of their Plan;
becaufe it required a confiderable Time before they could ripen
the People, into afufficient Degree of Madnefs, to endure thofe
grofs Attempts upon théir Underftandings and their Principles,
which they have fince made with too much Succefs. The Arts
to be prattifed to thefe Ends, were a little flow in, Operation,
and to be practifed at firft tenderly.—However, .they ventured
to found the Ground they ftood upon, and to make fome Trial,
what Abfurdities the Temper of the Times would bear. -
| In Order to do this, almoft as foon as the Parliament was
met, they began to oppofe every fingle Propofition, that was
made by the new Adminiftration 3 and though now thofe very
- Meafures were purfued, with the utmoft Vigeur, upon wl};ch
. they
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they themfelves, and the whole Voice of the People bad fo

]on% and vehemently infifted ; and for not purfuing which™ &

an Enquiry was actually fet on foot, into the Conduét of the
late Minifter, who upon this Account Was, according to their
acrifice, than

own Do&rine, to make Attonement by no lefsaS
that of his Life, his Eftate, his Honours, and the utter Ruin of
his Pofterity ; yet witha barefaced Affurance, which raifed the
Deteftation and Aftonithment of all reafonable Men, and which
was a very Mockery upon Common Senfe, they oppofed the
fending 16,000 of our Troops into Flanders, the taking 4,000
of the Zri/b Troopsupon the Briti/h Eftablifhment, to be fent after
the former, and even in fome Degree obftructed the Vote for
00,000/ to affift the Queen of Hungary.—1t was vilible enough,
and it had been their own Form of Reafoning but a few Wecks
before, that Meafures of this kind, nay more vigorous, if 2
poflible, were neceflary to be taken in that defperate Situation
in which we then ftood, to convince the Dutch, the King of
Sardinia, and all foreign Powers, that we were now in
earneft. ‘The Experience they had long had of our Councils
would not fuffer them to truft us lightly -—The Form of the
Dutch Government in particular, made them flow to refolve,
and their Situation made it defperate to €ngage, till they
were fure of a folid Support : The King of Sardinia had
heartily and generoufly ftept into the Breach, but his Circum-
ftances were, if poffible, ftill more critical :—The Kings of
Pruffia and Poland neither could have ftopped, if they would,
nor probably would if they could, and muft have been hur-
ried on where France fhould have dire&ed, or their own Am-
bition have invited; if by the gathering of this Cloud, a
Storm had not been threatned from the Quarter of Great Bri-
tain, which might have created both Doubts and Terror as to
the Event of their Quarrel ; this was therefore the only Way
to induce them to be more moderatg and circumfpect in their
Proceedings. It was certain, that nothing lefs than this could
fuftain the drooping Spirits of the Queen of Hungary, and of
her diftrefled and faithful Subjeéts, in the defperate Condition
to which they were reduced ; it was therefore paft all doubt,
that if thefe Meafures were not purfued, fhe muft immediately
accommodate with France upon any Terms 3 and that Francey
having broken the only Power, which could give her any Di-
verfion in an Attempt upon Great- Britain, would have been
immediately at Liberty to have joined her whole Power with
that of 8pain, and to have given Law to us :— This approach-
ing Situation of our Affairs was but too vifible ; nor was it
at all extravagant, of very remote to forefee, that it would be-
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come much worfe ; that fome of the Northern Powers might
be induced to enter into her Views, and that even the Dutch
would, at length, be obliged to a& as Inflruments te the lon

premeditated Defign of that dangerous People, to deftroy the
Religion, Laws, Liberties and Commerce of this Nation,—7"his
was plainly not to be averted by any other Means than thefe,
and yet were thefe oppofed, though at firft in fo aukard a Man.
ner, that it was vifible they were afraid the People would be
fhocked at this fudden Turn, and dete& their fhamefu] Incon-
fiftency,—which juft Effe@ indeed it had with fome ; yet with
fo many it fucceeded beyond their Expe@ations, that it encou-
raged them to a Conduét of the fame kind, fo extravagant, in
the next Seflions of Parliament, as will hardly obtain Belief in
future Ages. But the Order of Time; which is neceflary to
obferve in this Narration, prevents my giving a farther De-
dultion of it in this Place. -

I {hall take the Liberty however to follow them in fome other
Branches of their Condu®, as far as they went for the Remain-
der of that Seffions, during which they adted conftantly with
duc Regard to one or other of the Rules of that Plan before
mentisned,

The Lords having thrown out @ Bill which the Commons
bad pafled, and which was thought neceflary to be carried at
that Time, they made a daring Attempt againft that Body,
~they appointed a Committee to infpect their Journals, and
grounded upon their Report a Vote of Cenfure upon that Branch
of the Legiflature,——they fortunately mifcarried in that Acg-
tempt, in which, if they had fucceeded, the utmoft Confufion
muft have enfued, and Confufion muft have been their onl
View, for what elfe couid be intended, when under the No-
tion of obliging the Lords to follow their Opinion, without
which they pretended the Nation could not be fafe in future,

they openly made an Attempt for an immediate Diflolution of

the Conftitution.—Ts the Conflitution now fo little underftood,
or. has Popular Fury fo deftroyed all Traces of it, that it thould
be neceflary to explain its Principles at this Day ?—Is it not
founded upon zbfs, which is the Corner-Stone of the whole Build-
ding, that the King, the Lords, and the Commens, {hould have

- an abfolute Negative upon the Proceedings of each other.—With

what Face then can they, who pretend to ftruggle in favour of
the Conflitution, by endeavouring to make the Houfe of Com-
mons more independant than it is, at the fame Time attack the
Houfe of Lords, to deprive them totally of the fame Indepen-
dancy, to which no Man can deny that they have an equal
Right ; fuppofing that they were ever fo. Jultly. founded, and

' €n-
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entitled to procure further Securities for the Houfe of Com~
mons, it is an incontrovertible Fa&, that, by this avowed
Attempt, and indeed by all the Do&rines of late inftilled into
the Minds of the People, they 2im at the Deftru&tion of the
Conftitution in another Part, which is equally Effential,—the
beft Pretenfions they therefore have, are only thefe ; that they
build with one Hand, and pull down with another 3 and that
while they ftop one Breach againft the Influence of the Crown,
they open a_wider; t0 the Democratical Spirit of the People,
—the Conflitution may, nay, it has, fuffered equally from both
~—but what renders it doubly ridiculous, is, that the Crown will
ually be able to enter in at the one Breach as at the other,—
and every thinking Man may eafily foretel, that by what Steps
foever this Conftitution comes to be deftroyed, an abfo-
Jute Power in a fingle Perfon, muft be the final Confequences
this Condu& therefore plainly opens tous, how falfe thefe
Pretences to the Conftitution were, equally falfe with every
other they have made.—For however, at times, both the King,
the Lords, and the Commons, in their ‘Turn, may bhave ob+
firu@ed what was for the publick Good by this negative Power.
———Yet this is no more than what muft, and ever will be, the
Confequence of a Divifion  of Power in this Conftitution.
~———And if, whenever Power is in any degree abufed, it is im-=
mediately to be deftroyed. No Government can ftand, for
no Power can be given, but that it s liable to be fometimes
exerted ill ; ‘yet furely no Man will venture €0 deny, that itis
better to fubmit to fome unavoidable Events of Society, than to
revert into a State of Nature ; but this the People were too much
heated to confider.——It was inculcated, thatall Power ought
to lie in the People, which if it be rightly underftood, im-=
plies, the People, including all its Magitrates and Members,
of which both the King and the Lords are undoubtedly 2
part.——DBut if it be taken in the confined Senfe of Fadti~
on, imports a Republican Propofition, wholly contradictory
to the Genius and the Principles of this Government ; Nay,
if the People confidered this as they ought to do, fo far from
being incenfed either with the Lords or with the Grown, for op=
pofing the Popular Points which they have fometimes obftruél=
ed, they would not think themfelves intitled fo much as to
repine at it,—they would confider, that as they have a Title
by the Laws of this Country, to fuch Powers in the State as
they now enjoy, they are under no fort of Obligation to parl
with them to the third Eftate,—that this Impetuofity to force
them to it, is not only the ftrongeft Provocation, but alfo nt
infufficient Reafon to keep the Ground they have, that natu
D 4 rall
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tally fpeaking, by their permanent Intereft in the Legiflaturey

their Impofbility of ever becoming Mafters of ' the State,"

and their natural Intereft to keep both the Crown and the Peox
ple from too great an Afccndancy 3 the Lords are the Part of’
the Conftitution, who are moft likely to be fincere in its
Prefervation; either from Tyranny or Fa&ion, and therefore:
the moft proper to hold the Balance.—~—The Interefts of the
Lords is undoubtedly to watch and carefully attend to ‘hoth, for
both may in fome Conjun&ures, be fufpected to defire to engrofs
the whole Power ;—and wheanever they throw themfelves into
either the one or the other Scale, a rational Man would foonep
judge by their Condu@, - ‘how the State of the Conftitution

ftands, than by any other Circumftance,—J¢ was intended, they:

fhould do this, and be at full Liberty to do it though: fuch muft

be their Fate, that which-ever Party they efpoufe, whether

that of the' Crown, or of the People, the Heat and Paflion of
the other will infallibly find fome Pretences of: Partiality or pri-

vate Intereft to charge them with, as their Inducements to thag .

Condué&, But they are made to fland to all this, and they
muft ftand this, and be fupported in it, or elfe our Contftitution

. cannot ftand.—This defperate Meafure however palled upon -the
- People, like the reft of their Conduédt, asa generous Attempt for

Liberty, and anfwered the Purpofe of Popularity, which, -next
to the View of Confufion, wastheir fecond Expe&tation from it.
We now come to the popular Bills, with which the People

‘. have been fo much inflamed ; of thefe I fhall take the lefs

Notice in this Place, becaufe'I have referved mylelf to fay

- fomething in the Conclufion with regard to them.—But, tho’

I thall not here enter much into the Merits of thefe Bills, I muft

Tpeak alittle of the Conduc of the Faction, which cannot be

pafled over, becaufe their Impofition upon the People was ex-
tremely grofs, and their Dithonefty in imputing the Failure
of them, (fo far as they have failed) to thofe who are far more
innocent in this Refped than themfelves : Thefe Laws are
chiefly comprehended in @ Law Jor the better Regulation of Elec

tions, another fo prevent Members. from fitting in the Houfe of
Commous, who have Penfions from the Crown, inthe Repeal of the

Septennial A8, and a Low to exclude a certain Number of Place-

men from fitting in the Houfe of Commons.—Now, as to the firft
'of ‘thefey. it is notorious to the whole Houfe of Co_mmons, that
it was a Bill; as much laboured by the Gentlemen of the new
Adminiftration, and many of thofe, who now {upport the Mea-
dures of .the Government, as it could pofiibly be ;

and that
they were fincere, is evident, by what was fince done with re=

fon
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{fon therefore thata general Bill did not- pafs at that Time, was
one which equally affected all Parties, and which will everlaftingly
prevent an effe@ual Bill of this kind ; and this is the different
Rights of Ele@ion, which arefo numerous, that they diftract
and confound the different Interefts of Gentlemen, which, to
fpeak fairly on all Sides, induces them, by one plaufible Pre-
tence or other for their private Regard, to oppofe, or to propofes
fo many different Claufes, that fuch Bills at Jength become im-
pra&icable and impalatable to all—the Burgage ‘Fenures 100,
which Gentlemen will neither part with, nor can tell how to
regulate, are another invincible Obftruction ; and the Powers
and the Penalties create further Pifficulties, which no Human
Wifdom has yet been able to furmount.—For this Reafon there<.
fore, to impute the Failure of this Bill to any Set of Men, is
notorioufly unjuft, anlefs it were by laying it in fome Meafure
more feverely upon fome particular Gentlemen of the Faétion
itfelf, who contributed more eminently than others to confound
that Part of it, which related to certain Counties, where they
laboured to encreafe the overgrown and almoft unconftitutional
Intereft they have already.—As to the Penfion Bill, it is a Bill
allowed in private by all. Parties to be impoffible to take Effect,
becaufe the giving and taking of Gratuities of this kind are Tranf-
a&ions of fo private a Nature, that Men muft be downright Fools,
and both Parties unite to makea Difcovery againft themielves, or
the Law could take no Effect.—Even in the Cafe, that Perjury
_mutft atrend the Acceptance of-a Penfion, it might induce fome
profligate Men to double their Crime 3—but it is not to be fup-
pofed, that he who-would fell his Country, would hefitate to vios
late his Oath.—However, this was the only poffible Provifion,
and upon this Footing, an honourable Gentleman now in the

Adminiftration, often prefented it to the Houfe ;—but the great
Care of the prefent Patriots would not truft it any more in his
Hands, after he was taken into Employment, and a wife and bufy
Man among them took it upon himfelf, who being a true Tory,
and therefore of a refined Confcience, and naturally prejudiced
$0 Oaths, purged it of its deteftable W hig Claufe, which reduced
it to a mere nothing, a Law without a Penalty, fo that the Bill
became a Jeft with all Parties, and many in that Light voted for
it then, -who had always oppofed it before.—The Bill there-
fore fell into Contempt, and was no longer regarded by any one,
but him who had garbled it in this judicious manner,.—Having .
thus related the fecret Hiftory of this popular Bill, I have only
t0 add, that it is for the Intereft of the Publick it fhould never
pafsinto a Law, and was never defired by any Man of Senfe that
a fould ;—and yet that it is for the Intereft of the Publick, that
: 1t
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it fhould be frequently propefed in the Houfe of Commons;
which double Confideration may render it very confiftent for
‘the fame Man, to vote for it at one Time, and 'to vote againft
it at another,—this may feem a Paradox 3 but it is eafily ex-
‘plained ;—for by frequently brin ing it into Debate, the De-
teftation and Scandal of fo bafe 2 ractice, is maintained in j¢s
full Vigour, ' which is in reality the only Guard againft it,.—
Whereas, if the Bill were once paffed, the great nothin » Which
1s defired, being effeéted, there would be ne farther ifcourfe
upon the Subject 5 thofe Opportunities of expafing the Meannefs
and the Danger of the T hing, thofe animated anniverfary
Speeches againft it would be Joft 5 and with them, in a great De-
gree, the Remorfe and Shame, that now attend the Crime.—We
come in the next Place to confider, the Behaviour of thefe
Gentlemen with Regard to be Repeal of the Septennial Law, in
which they have deluded the People fcandaloufly : It is true, that
they moved for this Repeal, and that fome of the Gentlemen
in the Adminiftration oppofed jt 3 but they did it upon a Con-
fideration, which ought to have, ‘and will have the greateft
Weight with every thinking Man 3 they took juft Notice of
the tempeftuous Temper of the People at that Time, and the yet
unfettled Condition of our Affairs 5 they then obferved, that
the Repeal of this Law muft caufe a new general Ele&ion before
it could be poffible that thefe Diforders fhoyld fubfide, and be-
fore they could make any folid Judgment of the Effe@s of the late
Change ; that as every hew Ele@ion hazarded, at leaft, the Sy-
flem of the Time ; foreign Nations would not exert themfelves
mn that Conjuncture ; upon a Dependance on the Principies of
Men, who might probably be changed, and confequently new
Politicks prevail, almoft as foon as they had been embarked with
us ; That as the like Confiderations had juftified the Mea-
fures of the Septennial Law at the Time it was made, fo the Con-
junéture of this Time might prevail, at leaft fo far, as to conti-
nue it till it might be debated fairly, and with lefs Heat and Par-
tiality, than it could poffibly be at this Period, whether the prefent
Eftablithment fhould ftand ; and, if that thould appear improper,
whether we fhould fix upon an Annual or a Triennial Ele@ion 3
~—that a Triennial was objected to with ftrong Reafon, and
that many thought an annual would be lefs dangerous ; but
that it'was difficult to fettle either in the prefent Diverfity of
Opinions upon it :—At the fame Time, fome of the principal
Leaders of the Fation voted againft it them{tlves, and that with-
out oiving any Reafon at all 5 fo that the People were deferted
in it, by thofe very Men, upon whom they depended to carry
it through, ‘and who with a bafe Concealment of  this Fﬁf,
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make no Scruple to lay the Mifcarriage of this Bill, in which
they had, at leaft, an equal Share, folely to the new Admini-
firation.—We now come 1O the Place- Bill, in which their
Conduét was deteftable, for jealous of the Honour and the
Popularity, which the new Adminiftration naturally ought to
have acquired by it, they not only falfely mifreprefented it
in the moft outragious Manner, but even openly oppofed
it : The new Adminiftration had a&ed in this with the ut-
moft Prudence and Sincerity, and had done much more
than could have been expected of them.—The Crown and the
Lords are known to be jealous of the Growth of the popular
Intereft, and it is_by mutual Jealoufies of this kind, that our
Conilitution can alone fubfift ; the Violence and Extravagance
of the Leaders of the Faction did not diminifl this Jealoufy 3
¢he Courfe of the late Elections, and the Temper of the Peo-
ple, not only (hewed it lefs neceffary than it had been conceived
before by many well-meaning Men, but their Demands were
o unlimited, and fo little Contentment {hewn with former
Compliances, that there was in truth very little Profpect of re-
gaining the good old Temper of the Nation by any thing that
could be done ;—this rendered it the more difficult to obtain any
thing ; for it was well known, that no Bill brought in by thefe
Incendiaries, would be moderate enough to gain the Affent of the
three Eftates ; it was therefore the only Method that could be
¢ken to enter into a tacit Treaty with the Lords, to agree upon
fome Bill of this Nature, which they fhould previoufly engage not
to reject.—[t was furely better to procure fomething,than by pufh~
ing for more to get nothing. The Lords agreed to this :— They
confented not to oppofe a Law, that fhould exclude above thirteen
confiderable Employments then actually enjoyed by Members
of Parliament ; and above three hundred fmaller Offices 3
which, by conferring three or four upon_onc Perfon, might
have made a vaft Number of additional Preferments, a thing
@ill in the Power of the Crown, notwithftanding any former
Laws, to do.—But at the {ame time, they abfolutely declared
they would go no further at this Time, till they had feen how
far this would operate upon the Conftitution :— T his Difficulty
removed, it was neceffary to gain the Confent of the Houfe of

* Commons too ; but the Oppofition, by their Breach with the new
Adminiftration, had been fo weakned, and the Friends of the
old had now rallied to fuch a Degree, that there was no carrying
any Point by Force againft them. Thirteen or fourteen of that
Party, who were more than {ufficient to have turned the Scale
againft the Bill, were, as we have obferved, of the Number
to be excluded by it ; it could not be expected that thev would
abandon
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abandon thejr Employments inftantly, to pleafure thelr Anta-
gonifts ; the only way poffible to pain their Confent, was to
poftpone the Execution of this Law to the End of the prefent
Parliament : The deferring its Execution for fix Years was not
material to the Conftitution, and jt was thought by all moderate
Men, a great Sacrifice in his Majefty, a Condefcenfion in the
Lords, and an honeft Acquiefcence in the Perfons poflefled of
thefe Employments ; in the one to refign fo much of his Prero-
gative, in the other to ftrengthen the oppofite Side of the Ba[ame;
and in the third to part with their Emp/oyment.r, which they had
a Profpe& to preferve much longer than that Term, = The Im- -
poflibility ‘therefore of gaining more, if more had been palpably
neceflary, muit have juftified the new Adminiftration for gettiné
this : But what made it more infamous to reproach them upon
this Head was, that it was actually more than was ever gained by
the People, at any one Time, or by any one Bill before :—The
other Ads for limiting the Number of Placemen in the Houfe of
Commons were all of them obtained one after the other, and at
different Periods ; though more therefore had been ] wanting,
they ought to have contented themfelves for a time with this,
as their Predeceflors had done in the like Conjun&ures :—But
the popular Spirit difgraced itfelf upon this Occafion, and fuf-
fering itlelf to be led away by Men, who ftudied nothing but
their privatz Ends, gave too juft handle for that Infinuation,
which muft be moft fatal to all iz Views, and for a Charge upon
the People of England, which has been too juitly laid againft all
others, that give them one Thing it only leads them to expeét
more, and that nothing but a total Tranflation of all Power to
their Scalec will put a Period to their Clamour : What therefore
was done by the FaGtion in this Inftance, was vifibly done only
with a View to deftroy the good Opinion of a Law, the moft
Juftly popular, that was ever obtained by this Nation ; if they
could effet this, they did not care what the People loft by it, either
in their real Security, or in the Sufpicions, that would arife with
thinking Men, of their dangerous Views againft the Conftitu~
tion ; they knew (which is abfolutely the Cafe to this Day) that
not one Man iu 500, whom they fhould enflame upon this Sub-
Je€t, would ever read or confider the real Extent of this .Law; .
they fuggefted to the Peeple, that the new Gentlemen in the
Adminiftration had formerly contended for a total Exclufion of
all Employments ; and thence imputed an Inconfiftency of
Condu&t to them, becaufe they had now excluded what they
falfely called a few, whereas this never had been the Y}ew!
nor ever was intended by thofe Gentlemen at any Time ;
g'hey never contended for a Place-Bill much more cxten}i;n'é
4 | than
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thatt the prefent is, and yet it may be juftly fuppofed, that they.
did, and might honeftly infift upon more than they thoucht fuf-
ficient, as the only Way to obtain a Compromife at lait, for
that which was. '

This Plan of creating Confufion was purfued in many other
Refpeés, and by many other Mifreprefentations equally grofs
and wicked ; which are too tedious to be mentioned here ;——
The laft I fhall mention in this Place, is that with Regard to
the Enquiry into the Conduct of the Earl of Orford.

We have fhewn already how juft Offence his Condu& had
given to the #higs, and how by a fatal Series of pacifick Mea-
fures he had brought almoft the fame Cataftrophe upon his Coun-
try, which meegDay or other will too probably be cffeCted by
another Set of Men———The #higs avowed their Oppofition to
be levelled at this Man, not out of any Perfonal Averfion to
him, but becaufe he was irreclaimable in this fatal Point 3
the Whigs had levelled at this Man for another Reafon, which
was, during the Courfe of this neceflary - Oppofition, to pre-
vent the Dilcontents from taking a Turn to the Prejudice of
the Royal Family, and had confined themfelves in therr Attack
to his Perfon, thatby the Removalof that one Man they might
leave it in the Power of the Govermment to reftore the pub-
lick Tranquillity again whenever they fhould think proper :
«It was thereforé' upon an honeft, though political Principle,
that their Oppofition was' thus perfonal ; not out of thofe vin-
di&ive and fanguinary Views, which in the Courfe of the Op-
pofition the Zories, who had allied themfelves with them,
treacheroufly in private Difcourfe accufed them of, and which
how they upbraid them with having departed from :== Yetal~
lowing that fome Men in their firt Engagements in the late
Oppolition, had embarked upon perfonal Motives, and had been
heated to this Degree by their Refentments, or the Difappoint-
ment of their Ambition, fhall it be forbidden to Age, Experi-
ence, Reafon, Virtue and Refle¢tion, to take -their happy Ef-
fe&, and moderate thofe Paffions, which are in themfelves
wicked and unwarrantable ; and fhall it be imputed as a Crime
to any Man to have facrificed his private Views and his Refent-
ments, as fome have greatly done upon this late Change, to
the Peace and Tranquility of their Country : But it is the Na-
ture of thefe Men in their Alliances, to expofe the Fauits of thofe, -
with whom they a&, and in their Enmity to traduce the Virtue
of thofe they a& againit,

However, though the /#higs in the late Oppofition did not
mean to purfue their Vengeance to the Head of this Minifter,
they certainly did mean to deprive him of ali his Power, and to

ict
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fet - fome Mark upon him that might prevent his Return into it
again, and if poffible deter any future Minifter from the {ame
unhappy Conduét.— One Part of this they have been able to
effedt, and it is the moft immediately neceflary, and the moft
material ;. and we fhall honeftly thew the Reafons why they did
not compafs the reft,—Reafons very fufficient to fupport ‘them
againft all the infamous Suggeftions of the Faction.

Whoever duly confiders the Courfe of the Mifmanagements of
this Man, of which I have purpofely given a large Dedu&ion,
will candidly confefs, that the infamous Peace of Utrecht laid
their firft Foundation, in which it is vifible he had no Hand ;
_ the Diforders arifing afterwards from the unfettled State
of Eurepe, brought on the Quadruple Alliance, that, in Pro-
cefs of ‘lime, begot the T reaty of Hanover, and from the
Treaty of Hanover, by the fatal Blunder of joining France a-
gainft the Houfe of Auftria, he became involved . in fuch Diffi-
culties, as he could never recover.—But ruinous as all his fu<
ture Meafures were, they were of fuch a Nature, as could not
be imputed to any corrupt Engagements with any foreign Pow-
er, upon which Ground alone the Publick think it warranta-
ble to_purfue him to Deftru&ion,.——-I muft repeat it, the
very Nature of hisimprudent Condué clears him from a Sufpici=
on of this; his Crime lay in proceeding round the Globe, obli=
ging and difobliging every Power of Europe in its Turn,———
This he reiterated fo often, and provoked them all fo much,
thatiit is morally impofiible, the Refentmentsof thefe Powers,
fhould not have produced a Difcovery of this Treafon, if any
{uch there had been, '

Bad and .ruinous as his Meafures therefore were, they cannot
juftly be afcribed to thefe Motives, the Difficulties of the
Times, though certainly in part created by himfclf, plainly
fhew what they were, the Confequences of the Peace of Utrecht
before his Time,. and chiefly of one fatal Blunder after.—This
is palpably the Fa& with Regard to his foreign Tranfactions, and
every domeftick Subje& of Complaint naturally flowed from the
fame Spring. |

For Oppofition grew infenfibly fo ftrong upon this unhappy
Meafure, that it drove him to practife any Art, to defend
not only his Power, but his Perfon,—his pacifick Obftinacy
became at length in a manner neceflary, both to himfelf
and to his Country ; — he dreaded the Confufion which he
apprehended from a Change, — the Event has fhewn he had
fome Reafon, tho’ he blended his private Fears too much with
his Apprehenfions for the Publick an Error which every
Man’s Tendernefs to himfelf expofes him to;~he forefaw w1;|at
: eh
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has fince happened, that even a juit, a neceflary, and a fuccefs
ful War, nay a Way demanded by the whole Nation, would
fecure no Minifter, who engaged in it, from the Difcontents;
which the bare expences, and much more the various Acci
dents that attended it, would infallibly create.— That private
Views, and corrupt Principles, influence fo great 2 Majority
in every Oppofition, that though the Points were complied
with, upon which they then infifted, they would ftill, in ge-
neral perfevere, that they would even mifreprefent the Condu&t
of their own Plan, and that however {candalous it is for a Na-
tion to prefsits Government into Meafures, and to defert them
when engaged, yet that in. the heated Multitude, the Majority
are compofed of - Men, in: whom fuch Scruples are not found.
He foretold, what has been fo well verified, that the E-
nemies.of their Country, however low and dead they may appear
in Times of Quiet, revive in the Heat of War, hke Flies and
noxious Infe@s in the Sun. He therefore thought that in at-
tempting to appeafe the publick Difcontents, by complying with
their Demands for War, he fhould only furnith Fuel for their
farther Nourifhment. He knew, that by the fatal Confe-
quences of Party, National Diffatisfaétion is, .in this Country,
very nearly allied to Difaffection, as much 2s he at firit de-
fpifed the Tories, be dreaded them as much at laft,—he juftly
feared that the Succefs of the Party that oppofed, though led by
Wiig Leaders, and founded upon Whig Princ:ples, would in-
fallibly end in the Formationof a Zory Faétion; and he dread=
ed, from that Fa&ion, what every wife and honeft Man dreads
from it in this Conjun&@ure, and what we fhould have already
fatally experienced, if fome, from whom perhaps he leaft expec=
ted this Moderation, had not gallantly oppofed themfelves to the
Tortrent, thinking itthe more incumbent upon them to reftrain
its Fury, and confine it within juft Bounds, as they, (though
honeftly and neceffarily compelled to it,) had been the Men who
raifed it, preferring the folid Satisfaction of having. twice faved
their Country, to 2ll the Noife of giddy Popularity, refigningit
when they could no longer keep it by virtuous Means, defpifing
the Rage and Malice of a Faction, fincerely pitying, but deter-
mined not to follow an honell, but deluded People, who after
paffing ‘many Dangers, and perhaps fmarting for their Folly,
will live to do Juftice to the great Characters, they now licens
tioufly. and injurioufly defame.

Thefe were the Principles upon which the Earl of Orford
went, and this was the whole Myftery of his unfortunate Ad-
miniftration.—It is eafy to point out both his Fy/lies and his
Faultsc—His Folly was to lay dowa for this Country, a Syftem
: prudent
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prudent for a” pefty State, but véry improper Tor a Country.
which ‘bears fo great a Sway, and ought to tike the Lead 'in
Europe.—Ttis for' a little State to purfue little’ Meafures, to
temporize, to truft to Expédients and Events, to wait for Ac-
cidents,’ and the AQivity of other Powers. But this is 4 Poli-
€y ill' becoming us, and fatal ever in its Confequence, both to
ourfelves and to our natural Allies, whofe Rank and Conditi-
tion of Power compels them to confider an immediate Security,
and can never admit them to exert their Force againft thar State,
whofe conftint Aim is Univerfal Monarchy, till'we raife the
Standard firft, and convince them, that under ‘that Prote@ion
they maydo it fafely. His Folly appeared inr another Inftance,
in not yielding fooner to what he ¢ould not hope long to prevent,
an Evil which gathered Strength, and became more dangerous
by Delay, and by the Means he was compélled to ‘ufe in order
to delay it.—His Fault lay in his' Fondnefs to ¢ontinue in his
Power, his Partiality to himfelf, his Conceit of his own Abilis
tics, his Fear of his own perfonal Safety, all which induced him;
or mifled him, to miftake the true Intereft of his Royal Mafter,
and his Country, and drove him to make ufe of every Means of
Minifterial Tnfluence, to ftrain every Nerve of Power, allot
ted by the Wifdom of our Anceftors for the Security of Go-
vernment, and to apply that Force for his own Defence.—By
which be has brought the neceflary Guards of our Conflitution
into Difrepute, and has eftablithéd an Opinion in many, and a
Sulpicion in more, that our Conftitution is impared, whereas in
truth, it has only been abufed,— a Difference extremely great,
and fuch, as if not attended juftly to, may hurry us into the
Ufe of Remedies much worfe than the Difeafe. In this Light
does the Conduct of this Minifterappear to every moderate Man;,
and no doubt in a yet more favourable Light to thofe who were
his Friends, who had concurred in his Meafures many Years,
who owed him many Obligations.—Never was a Man in private
Life more beloved, and his worft Enemiesallow, no Mandid ever
in private Life deferve it more :—He was humane and grateful]
and a generous Friend, toall whom he did not think would abufe
that Friendfhip.—That he was falfe, and determined to the Pre=
judice of thofe, whom he confidered in this Light, is no more
than will be found in any Minifter or Man,—and that he fhould
be deceived in fome Cafes by unjuft Sufpicion, is but human too;
—Many therefore have been unjuftly treated by "him, though
but few confidering the Manner in which he was preffed, and the
great Length of his Adminiftration.—This Character naturally
procured that Attachment to his Perfon, which has been falfely

attributed folely to a corrupt Influence, and to private Intercg 3
| ut
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but this fhewed itfelf at a time when thefe Principles were very
faint in their Operation, and when his Ruin feemed inevita=
ble.—The Violence with which he was pufhed, the Ferment of
the People, who would content themfelves with nothing but
his Life, made thefe Men exert themfelves in the extraordinary
Manner they have done to preferve him.—Many, who con=
demned his Condué, and weuld have gone fo far as to have de-
prived him of a Poffibility of exerting the fame again, did not
think it warrantable to take that fevere Revenge, upon an ob-
ftinate miftaken Man, whe had indeed violated the Interefts of
his Country, and trefpafled upon the Power in his Hands, bue
who had not expofed himfelf to the Penalty of any one knowa
Law.— T his Summum Jus, appeared to them to be Summa
Injuria, and the Laws muft have been more tortured to have
reached him capitally, than he had ftrained his Power to main-
tain himfelf :— Yet had he not been defended in the manner im
which he was (offenfive enough to thofe who confider the Man-~
ser, and notthe End) fuch a Sentence,in theRage of that Time,,
had been, in all Prebability, his F ate.--Few were in their Hearts
inclined to this Extremity, though many, by the fatal Attracs
tion of Party, might have been drawn to have figned his War=
rant, who would have afterwards heartily lamented what they
had done.—Had it been even neceffary to have taken this vio-
lent Step, there isin Englifhmen, asfure aSeafon for Compaflion
as for Fury:—To the latier, they are eafily raifed—from the
former, when the Deed is done, they never can be diverted. An
Adminiftration founded, or. a Party eemented by Blood, would
have been the Loathing of this Nation, and in this cafe would
have been fo juftly.—If this be truly confidered, was it not
more honeft, was it not more juit, to ftop fhort, without even
that Punifhment, which perhaps very many think wasdue, than
to have carried that Punithment fo far, as tohave fixed the Guile -
of Murther upon this Nation:—And lefs than Murther it can
never be, to take the Life of any Man, which no Law of this
Land could have taken from him.—Thefe Confiderations ope-
rated with fo many, that had it been ever fo juft, it was not
praQicable to have gone farther with him ;—the other Mem-
bers of the Legiflature reafoned firmly upon the Refleftions I
have mentioned, the Majority of the Houfe of Commons
thought fo too.— T he farther Purfuit might bave therefore been
an Amufement to the Multidue; but it was not for that alone
reafonable to perfift in it, as no good End could follow from
it, the Effect could have only been Confufion, and a Handle to
blacken and reproach the Charaéters of Men, whom Gratitude
Principle, and juft Scruple uﬁith-hcld, and who were fixed to
with-
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with-hold for ever.—All that T have here obferved is, only to
fhew how naturalit was to have met the Obftrucion in this Point
that has been found, and how impoffible it was to have pro-
ceeded farther with this Minifter, than was done by the new
Adminiftration.—We have thewn, that the very Men, who
reflet upon them for it, had been by their intemperate Beha-
viour the great Caufe why the Party of the late Minifter had
rallied. Their Violence in this Particular, was the finifhin

Stroke ;—no other Point could have united his Friends in the
fame Degree.—It was obvious, after the firft Experiment, that
this muft have been the Cafe ; opiniatring this Matter further,
therefore manifeftly proves, that they meant nothing, but to
make this Man’s Caufe an Engine of Sedition, by which they
laboured, to rendera Perfon, who in Power had done great
Prejudice to his Country, the total Ruin of it in his Fall,
I fhall conclude, with Regard to this Particular, with only one
Obfervation, That ofall Men living, the Zories have the leaft
Reafon to villify his Condu&.—Firft, becaufe it was the Dif.
orders caufed by their wicked Condué in the Peace of Utrecht,
that firft laid the Foundation of all the Errors of this Minifter.
—Secondly, Becaufe the /#bigs had not proceeded in this fan-
guinary Way, againfta Minifter of their Fafzion, whofe Con-
duct had been direétly levelled againft his Country, and who had
aflifted in a Plan for effeGing that which at leaft appears, to every
Whig, the greateft of all Crimes, the advancing a Popifb Prince
upon the Throne, and facrificing every Thing to France, to
compafs thispernicious View,—And, ‘Thirdly, Becaufe they had
themfelves ftopt thort but the Year before, upon a Motion which
tended only to remove the Minifter from Power ;—their Beha-
viour therefore againft the Minifter in the prefent Time, thews,
firft, That they are without Shame; fecondly, That they are
void of Gratitude; thirdly, That they are falfe in their pre-
tended Zeal, and confequently, that their Behaviour upon this
Head ought to-be odious to every Man, who has any Senfe of
Virtue, Honefty, or Honour’; but their Point was to mif-
reprefent the new Adminiftration, and the fame Defire of Mif-
reprefentation, led them to fall foon after, without Mercy, on
the Characters of the Members of the Secret Committee, fome
of whom, not long after, obtained Employments, which they
thirfted after themfelves, and the View of which was fo appa-
rently one of the Grounds of their o wn Oppofition.—This they
pretended to be a Proof of Treachery and Corruption., in the
Perfons upon whom they were conferred ; whereas the juft Re-
flection to be made upon it, was moft pleafing to all well-mean-
ing Men, fince it was a convincing Evidence, that the Prince

upon
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upon the Throne bore no Refentment even fo thofe of his Sub-
je&s, who were engaged in the deepeft manneragain{t his late
Minifter, when he was once fatisfied, that they were not taints
ed in their Principles, either to himfelf, or to the Conftitu~
tion of their Country.

Thus it was, that the Fa&ion proceeded as foon as they lofs
Sight of their private Advantages, and the Profpect ofa Tory dd-
wminifiration.— Every one of their Proceedings vilibly appeared to-
callv with the Condué of thefame Faction in allformer Times:
— They could not be miftaken, and there wanted nothing to
fix it upon them, but dire€t Attempts to poifon the Peo-
ple, with regard to the Prince upon the T hrone, and to the
Royal Family.—This farther evidence was not long deficient,
for even before that Seflions was over, the Publick {fwarmed
with fuch Seditions and Treafonable Libels, and impudent Pro~
du&ions, both in Verfe and Profe,as never had been endured in
any Age or Nation, which, encouraged by Impunity, have fince
rifen to a Point that calls aloud for fignal Punithment.—But to
what it arrived at laft, is not yet Tiime to relate ; it was not tilk
the nextSeffions, that the Mafk wascompleatly takenoff,and the
Method I have laid down obliges me, firft, to obferue the Condult
of the new Adminifiration during the Interval of Parlianent, the
Succefs of their Meafures, and the Difference that appeared in the
Situation of our Affairs at the [econd mecting of the Parliament.

Now, as to the Conduét of thefe Gentlemen in the Admi-
niftration, and thofe who have afted with them, it appears un-
deniably, from what we have already thewn with Regard to the
Faction, that they could a& no other Part than to fupport the:
Meafures of the Government.—Firft, Becaufe thefe Meafures
were their own, they were directed by themfelves, and it isa
palpable Abfurdity for an Adminiftration to oppofe itfelf. Se-
condly, Becaufe nothing but Ruin could have enfued, either a#
Home or Abroad, if they had not defifted when they did.

For if they had not defifted when the Minifter was removed,
and when the Dire&ion of the Meafures was left to them,—
one Month’s Continuance of the former Adminiftration, muft
have deftroyed the Houfe of Au/fria without Redemption,—and
they had been much more criminal even than the late Minifter
himfelf, if they had negle@ed this Opportunity to fave it, and
refufed when it was in their Power to do it ;—again, if they had
declined the Acceptance of this Power when it was thus offered
to them, what equal, or what other Benefit could have accrued
to their Country by it?

It is obvious that nothing but Confufion at heme could have
been effeGed by it.—Their PE::my had been broken wilfully by
. 2 the
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the intemperate Condu& of the Fadion 5 and it is abfurd te
imagine that Parties thus broken can be ever reunited :—By
the Effeéts of their Madnefs, the Minifterial Party, which had
never been vanquifhed, and had only retreated, were now ral-
lied, and as they were before equal, were now as vifibly fupe-
rior in the Houfe of Commons; as they had been all the Time
before in the Houfe of Lords, and in another Place ;—the rea-
fonable and the moderate Men had already left them'; and ifa
civil War had happened every' Man of Family and Fortune
had been driven from them by it.  Now that a civjl War had
been the Confequence, is the Opinion of every Man of Expe-
tience in this Country: The Symptoms of it never appeared fo
ftrong in any Period of our Hiftory ; many knew this who
concealed it, and ridiculed the Apprehenfion, refolving to run
all Rifques for their privace Advantage, and many more be-
caufe it was the only probable Way of fucceeding in the great
View peculiar to their Fation.—Convulfions of this king are
never forefeen by the Genera]ity of Men; for if they were,
they could not poflibly happen, becaufe Fa@ion would be de-
ferted before it could proceed fo far: The People of England
were drawn on to the great Rebellion by the very fame Pre-
tences, with which they were now encouraged to perfift; they
were told that the oppofite Side would yield if they continued
firm:—None or very few of the Parliament of 1641 thought
that the King either would or could" have refifted = Sir Benjamin
Rudyard, avery leading Man in the Oppofition of that Time,
upon his DeathBed grievoufly lamented that he had been deceed:
by Pymm and Hamden into this Opinion ; Whitlocke, another of
that Stamp, ftrongly obferves this Management of the Fa&ion
of that Age; both Lord Clzrendon and W hitlocke, and indeed all
the other confiderable Hifforians of that Time, agree upon it,
and remark the Aftonifhment of the whole Nation, when the
King took the Field, and' the Battle of Edge-hill was fought 3
that they began forely to repent, but it was then too late, and
they were obliged to go on:—Now ifa King of England at that
Time, who had ftrained Prerogative fo high, who had manifeftly
declared his Pretenfions to abfolute Power, who had galled both
the Poor and Rich, and had ruled with a Rod of Iron, could
have ftood his Ground fowell, and during that Conteft frequently
brought his ‘Antagonift to the Brink of Ruin, and his People
to the Veige of an irredeemable Bondage, what Man can
think fo bafely of his Countrymen in this Age, as to imagine,
that a Prince would now find no Friends, who has ftrictly made
the Lawsof this Land thefole Rueleof his Governnient from the
Beginning of his Reigtry under whom no one: Inftance of illei
: ¢a
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gal Condu& can be inftanced, and againft whom nothing was
pretended to be urged, but the having upheld too long a Mini-
{ter, who was odious, (whether juftly or unjuftly, no matter
which,) to his Country ; when even this had been done in a
legal Way, and when that Minifter had been a&ually removed
at the prefling Inftancesof thePeople, and before theMajority of
either Houfe of Parliament had pronounced him guilty of any
Crime :— T his Opinion is therefore very weak, and weaker
#ill when we compare that Time with this. Therewas then
no Pretender tothe Throne, from whom a Change of Reli-
gion, and a Confifcation of Eftates might be expected, which
.Fears would operate upon many now, and cannot fail to tyea
mighty Number fteady to this Family ; that Prince had no Re-
venues, and he had no Army ; the prefent Prince has both :
And though he neither could nor would employ either to enflave
his People, he undoubtedly would and could exert them in
hisown juft Defence, and in that of the Conftitution of bis
Kingdoms ; and he would be warranted before God and :Man
.to do it —But would anyMan of Senfe, anyMan who fincerely
_loved hisCountry, defire to drive things to thisExtremity :—1It
< vain to flatter and cheat the People with an affected Tender-
‘nefs forLiberty, when they prefs {o furioufly to put it upon fuch
an Iffue :—It ‘needs no Solomon to pafs a Judgment to which
of the two Parents this Child belongs.
In Truth there was no Poffibility for an honeft Man in his
right Senfes to aét any longer with thefe Men, when it was no-
torious by their Conduét, and by ‘their/ Declarations in their
Meetings to fupport what they called the Broad- Bottom, that
theirConteft was not only fo in Fa&, butavowed to be for pri-
vateProfit and Employ ments. When in thatConjun&ure, allthe
‘Cry againft thofe, who were firft takenin, was grounded fingly
upon the Non-admiffion of all the Zories, and Men of known
_worfe Principles 3 hadit been either wife or honeft to have {top-
-ped that Settlement of our Affairs fo infinitely neceflary to pre-
_ventRuin: Abroad and Confufion atHome, for the Sakeofany
.private Men whatever, and much more for the Sake of Men of
“fuch aChara@er ? Ithad beenalready done in fomeDegree; It was
earneftly wifhed to have done it farther; It might have been pru-
-dent in fuchaTime, to have gratified even the private and cor-
-rupt Views of fome forthe publick Tranquillity ; and it would
have been done, if the publick Safety could have fuffered it; in
“proportionasthe Moderation of Particulars could have allowed:
.but the Violence of the Faétion put it beyond Difcretion, and
_out of the Power of Government to doit. Their Conduct
-fully confirmed  all former Sufpicions ; the Demand was too
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general to be complied with ; the Execution expeéted too fud-
denly ; the Nature of it too difguftful to difpofe the Heart of
any generous Man to yield. There is a Degree of private In-
terelt, which-may, which muft be allowed to human Nature.
It is not Honefty but F olly to decline any Advantages, which
are not proctred by any Sacrifice of Principle, or any other
unwerthy Means; but when it appears barefaced and inpu-
dent, when itis regardlefs of all ill Confequences, when it at-
tempts to ravifh and over-power all juft Authority, itthen be-
comes deteftable, dangerousand muft be crufhed at all Events;
was it notenough that the Minifter had been borne dom by the
People ? that every Day produced new Changes in Favour of
the new Adminiftration ? Muft the Government, the Privy-
Council, all Employments in the State be -canton’d out ad

‘arbitrium  populi, nay by a private Cabal, or at the Tavern
Meetings of a direlt Faition? What. would the rational

World think of this Conftitution, if the Laws of this Country
Putthis power into the Hands of the People; but how much
more monftrous, if it fhould, or could be fuffered to be done at
their Caprice, without any Law at all, and by their own arbi-
trary Will, |

When aCombinationvifibly appeared, to exclude allMen from
a Re-elettion into Parliament, who accepted of Employments;
when the moft expenfive Oppofitions were created by all the
worft and moft corrupt Means to turn fuch Ele&ions againft
the Perfons who accepted : how was it poffible, for the new
Adminiftration any longer to purfue their View of bringing in
“their Friends, much lefsof making that Rout among the Place-
men of the old Party, which was fo vainly and abfurdly infifted
upon ?—When it was now on a fudden become the wild Doc-
trine of the People, tolet no Placemen at allinto Parliament;
and when the Doérine of the Fa&ion was, thatnone fthould be
fuffered to come in but by their Confent and Approbation ;
~was not the Abfurdity of the fir/? a thing, that rendered it im-
poffible ; the Conduct of zhe other, of fuch a Tendency, as no
Government canor ought to bear ; prepofterous beyond the
Power of Words to exprefs it, inconfiftent with the Conttitu-
tion, fubverfive of all Order in the State, and produive of
fuch Confequences, as muft have encouraged Faction to a De-
gree, that would not allow one Hour’s Peace in future Time
to this Country. _

With regard to the Popular Laws, the Leaders of the Op-
pofition fincerely withed many things amended in our Confti-
tation ; they had begun by a Place Bill, by the A'fltera.tzan n
the Adutiny Bill, with regard to the Billeting of Soldiers mCt_hc
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City andLiberty of 77¢/lminjter, have fince proceeded by aZaw.
Sfor regulating she Scotch Elections, and by the Abalition /c‘af the
Pot A, which being under the Regulations of the£xcife, and
fottled at the arbitrary Eftimation of that Commiffion, Was 2
_heavy Oppreflion, and great Inftrament of Influence through
‘the whole Capital ; and they fill do honefily meany as fait as
they can, to reltify all other Matters of ju/? Unecafinefs.—Buyt
was it poflible, as things were circumf{tanced, or would it be
prudent, inany Time, to make every Alteration of this kind at
once }—If thefeThings beduly confidered, they aregreatPoins
already gained.— Thefe Things however are faid to be nothing,
but the littleContent they have givenis noProof that they are no-
thing.—I wifh it may not rather lead to prove, tharnothing but
a total Change to Popular Government will do.—In fuch an
heated Condition, wasit fitting that Popular Bills, be they ne-
ceflary, or be they not, fhould be ravithed by Force, when all
thofe different Plans of Reformation, which, during the Courfe
of the former Oppofition, had been propofed by Men of diffe-
rent Principles, never approved by all, and aflented too tem-
porarily by the different Parties only for the fake of Union,—
pofitively known not to be all neceffary, but moved as Suc-
cedanea to each other ; when one was loft, to fupply its Place
by another, not.in the View to procure all, but in Hopes at laft
to get fomething.— When all thefe different Propofitions were
now ignorantly and grofly confounded by theVulgar, and blend-
ed into (what was never dreamed of, or intended in the oreateft
Fire of Oppofition) one regular Scheme of a new Conft:tution,
and when this was infolently made the Alternative of Peaceor
IWar between theGover nours and theGoverned,—when, among
thofe who thought themfelves moit moderate, no two Mena-
greed upon what was neceflary.—Some thinking that all Se-
curity lay in a good Place-Bill, about the Degree and Extent
of which they likewifediffered.—Some in a Penfion Bill, which
others more juftly thought would fignify nothing.—Some in a
Law for Triennial Parliaments, which all who did not delight
in Riot, or in the profpect of Corruption, thought both dangerous
and dubious.>=Some for Aunual Parliaments, which others
thought too frequent.—Some for Fuftice on the Earl of Orford.
—Others not for fanguinary Views.—Some for a Reduétion of the
Civildijt, which others thought unjult to be takenaway, having
been legally given.—Some for the Sale of all Employments.—
Qthers for allowing a few,—Some for taking the Difpofition of
them out of the Grown, which others thought Anti- Conftitati-
“onal.—Some for allswing them to fubfift, but to be given only fe
thofe who were not in Parliament, thatis, among themfely-s.
E 4 —SUme
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—-Some to allow them but #o 5, given for Life.~Some for ma-
king the Army independant,—Others for no régular Troops
at all.  In this Paffion, Irregu]ari‘ty, and Uncertainty of Pub-
lick Opinion, if the Leaders of the Oppofition had ftocd out
Xtill the People were fatisfied, it is plain they muft have ftood u
for ever.—For whatever Conceffions had been made, the Bulk
of that Set of Men, who, as I have obferved in the Beginning,
compofe all kinds of Oppofition, would have ftill remained
diffatisfied.— And this Set of Men, whetherin the Right or
the Wrong, always affume to themfelves the Tjtle of the People,
Farther whatever fingle Points has been obtained, it was now
become a Maxim, that nothing wasgot, if all was not got,
and at leaft thofe who had not been gratified in their refpective
favourite Propofitions, would have ftill continued to abufe and
villify in the fame degree.— And if all had beengranted, which
was impoffible, and abfurd, (becaufe, as I have obferved, all was
never by any wife Man intended,) many others had been of-
fended and terrified, at fo great a Change in the Conftituti-
on, to the other Extreme.—They would have juftly complain-
ed, that theKing and the Lords were rendered ufelefs, that an
Anarchy muft be at length the Confequence, that the Peo-
ple would be raifed to the Power of deing tumultuoufly every
thing they lifted, and that being arrived at this Power, they
would naturally fall under the Direttion of wicked and
fa&tiousMen, who would lead them to purfue a thoufand wilder
Proje&s, which would have daily opened in propertion to their
Succefs. In Confequence of this, 2 new Oppofition would have
rifen upon quite contrary Notions,— This Oppofition would
have naturally degenerated into thofe deep Monarchical Princi-
Ples, which would have brought us back again to Paffive Obe-
dience, Non-Refiffance, Hereditary Right, and 2ll that Train
of Nonfenfe, which infefted the Reafonof “this Country fo mary
Years.—Great Nambets are to be found in this Nation, who
will not truft to the limited Views of the People, 'who know,
that when they gain one thing by Force, they are taught from
thence to extort every thing by the fame means ; thatas furely
as Princes aim at abfolute Power, ‘the popular Intereft equally
drives ata Denmiocracy ; and when they are put into'a Condition
to enforee their Demands, never will defift in any ‘Country till
they ‘get it.—T his is ‘not the Meaning ofany honeft Man, who
would fooner keep this Conttitution, withall its Faults, than
put to Sea in Storms to fearch for another.—The People and
Tribunes of Rome never refted till they got the Power of the
Commonwealth into their Hands : —Their Ambition then be-
came fo notorious, their Views fo corrupt, their ‘Attempts 50
mad,
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nad, that the'Senate they oppofed, and endeavoured to deftroy,
(though themfelves not wholly free from Blame,) made Friends
by the Extravagance of their Antagonifts, to refift them.—In
the Refiftance, private Men grew too great for both, and the
Conteft ended in the Lofs of Liberty.—It did fo in England in
¢the Time of Cromwell; the People never ceafed pufhing forthe
‘whole Power, till Reafon came on the Side of the Crown ;—
the King was then enabled to refift, which, when he did, if he
had conquered, the Nation had been Slaves to him,—as it hap-
pened, the popular General became the Tyrant.—The unrea-
fonable Oppofition of the Cortez to the Emperor Charles the
Fifth, compleatly ruined the Liberties of Spain,—it was worked
up into Rebellion, and it would be good to remark the Pre-
tenfions of that Oppofition, the Commeneement, Courfe and
Iffue of that Rebellion, if we had time to do it here.’

Yet no Man will deny, but that the People and Tribunes
of Rome were in the Right to oppofe the too great Power of
‘the Senate to a certain Point.

The People of England, to oppofe the weak and wicked
‘Government of the Miniftry of Charles the Firft, had they
‘known where to have ftopped.

The Cortez of Spain, to have exerted their Privileges, had
they done it with' Moderation,and without falling into Fattion.

The Error lay, in not being contented with the juft Con-
cefions that were made toévéry ore of thefe.

The Crime in ‘attempting by Force to alter their refpetive
Conftitutions, which ought ever to be deemed facred :—Con-
ftitutions once eftablified, can ‘never be with Juftice altered,
but by the full and free Confent of the different Members of
the Legiflature.—I¢ is intolerable for any one Member of it, to
‘force the reft to concede any thing. Such an’Attempt rarely
fails to meet the Fate, which attends Injuftice in all its Steps;
it (éldom ‘ends, but*in the Ruin of the Projeftors, and in the
utter Defeat of what they project.

As long as Men, by legal Ways alone, endeavour to procure
Iaws, which appear good to them,and quietly fit down under
‘their Difappointment, if a Majority cannot be ‘prévailed upon
“to come into ¢heir Opinions, and do not infoleritly think them-
felves entitled to modél the Conftitution of their Country to
their own fantaftic Whim, fuch Endeavours deferve no Cen-
Afitre, ‘they may in time produce good Laws, and good Effeéts,
—But whein Men pretend to di&tate to the Legiflature, and im-
pudently preach-and juftify Rebellion, if they meet with Con-
aradi®ion, Government muft anfwer fternly to fuch importu-
snate Demands :=—While fuch a Temper continues, it is dan-

gerous
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Serous to grant any thing, one fuch Precederit will beget 4
thoufand, and is fufficient to ‘overthrow the beft eftablithed
Conftitution upon Earth : When it fhall fubfide fo far, that the
People feem to be capable of Contentment, upon moderate Con-
ceflions, that Man is dithoneft, who will not exert himfelf to
procure for them all that is fair, juft, and prudent.—But till
then, he muft be mad, or worfe, who will yield one fingle
Point, which they never receive with Gratitude, but attri-
bute always to themfelyes, and confider, as extorted by Force,
an Evidence of their own Power, an Imbecility in Govern-
ment, and an Encouragement to all Intemperance.

When fuch was the Cafe of this Country, when Men of the
moflt infamous and fa&ious Views, began to unmafk, and thew
themfelves without the leaft Referve, when Treafon was be-
come a publick Topic of Difcourfe, when all Decency, Order,
and Subordination, was in a manner deftroyed, and the Populace
indifcriminately treated every Charaéter of Dignity, Worth,
and Honour, with an outragious Infolence and Contempt—
Had it been the Part of Patriotifm to have flood out longer, to
have further aggravated and inflamed this Extravagance, which
threatened the Diffolution of Government itfelf in all its Parts?

When it was manifeft, that there was a Party, whom no-
thing could content but the Ruin of the prefent Family upon
the T'hrone, and who would have ftill continued to oppofe, let
what Changes foever have been made.—W hien by the moit
flagrant Inftances of Paflion, Fa&ion, wicked Principles, both
Republican and Jacobite, private Corruption, and an utter
Difregard of the Publick, were become thus manifeft 3 when
even popular Laws, as the Place Bill, and the Re&ification
of all our Foreign Meafures were oppofed ; when nothing
but tearing the Government down, the Conflitution up
by the Roots, putting the Adminiftration of .all our Affairs
into the Hands of the moft violent and dangerous Men, when
no Time was given to effe any thing 3 but in the very firft
Week of the Change, a few Men, difappointed of Places,
which they had carved out for themfelves, had raifed the In-
flammation to a higher Point than ever, when the Effe& of
their Labours upon the People had difcovered what a defperate
Temper they were in, when, in order to gain them to their
Sidey they had pawned, as it were, their Honour, if they ac-
quired Power to yield every thing that the moft violent defired,
—when, if this Compromife with them had been afterwards
broken, the Nation muft have fallen into'worfe Confufion ; and
if the Compromife were £ept, the Governmentand Conftitution

muft have been fubverted,—when they had openly drawn the
Sword,
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Sword, and vowed Revenge, againft thofe Leaders who had
wrought the Change, could thofe Leaders have {tood out till
thefe Men were fatisfied, could they have refigned their Sta-
tion, relied again upon thefe People, or entertained any Hopes,
that the Union broken, by the Violence of thefe Men, could
have been reftored again, or could have had any. Profpeét
with this difunited Body, to have prevented the Return of

the former Miniiter ?
When by this mad, inconfiftent and wretched Conduét the

honeft Leaders of the former Oppofition were in {o great a de-
ree difarmed of Power to 'do all the Good they withed to
the Publick, or the Service they intended to their Friends ; was
it not wife and honett to make the beft Ufe, shat they could
of this Conjunéture? W hen the Madnefs of others prevented
their making it better, was it not for the Interelt of their
Country to a& in fuch a Way; as to keep out the former
Minifter, and to employ the Influence of their new Stations e-
qually to prevent the Continuance of the old Meafures, and to
prevent the pernicious Defigns of a dangerous Faction in this
unworthy Manner labouring to come in }—Were they not ju-
ftified to join with thofe, who (upon various Motives, fome
from Error, fome from Shame, fome from the Difficulty of
quitting the Party, with which they had been fo long engaged,
{fome from a miftaken Principle of Gratitude, and falfe Notion
of Honour, nay, fuppofe fome from Corruption itfeif,) though
they had done wrong before, were now ready and willing to
change their Condudt, to rectify miftakes, and to purfue thofe
very Meafures, which were abfolutely neceflary, right in them-
felves, which had been the declared View of all honeft Men till
that Moment, and had been loudly called for fo many Y ears by
the whole People? No worthy Man will deny that they were
not juftified in this Condu& ; no Man of Senfe can deny but
‘that they did both honeftly and greatly in what they did ;
Cunétando reflituerunt rem, non enim ponebant rumores ante Ja-
lutem : By’ this temperate and fteady Behaviour under all thefe
galling Difficulties, of Infult, Clamour and unjuft Reproach,
they maintained fo much Credit in defpight of thofe, who
laboured to  deftroy it, that they changed the whole Spirit
“and Condu@ of the Adminiftration.

The «Confequences of their vigorous Proceeding, quickly
fhewed itfelf in a wonderful Degree; the Face of Affairs
turned in a moft merciful and happy Manner, beyond the moft
fanguine Hope and Expe@ation of Mankind : The King of
Pruffia and the Queen of Hungary were brought to Terms ;
the one to quit his Confederacy with France ; the other to

yield
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yield a Part of her Rights to induce him to it ; the firt mani-
teftly from an Apprehenfion of the Iffue of the Conteft, which
grew precarious upon the Exertion of the Britifh Power ; the
other in a Confidence of future Support from this N ation,
mn Return for an extraordinary Qonceffion. The Auftrian
Armies ravaged, plundered and became entirely Mafters of
Bavaria, carrying the War into the Countries, and fuftainin
themfelves at the Expence, of the Enemy : Animated by the
Profpeét of further Afliftance from Great-Britain, and depend-
-ng in Confequence upon that of the Dutch, (whofe Armies
were actually augmented by 30,000 Men, and who begun in
proportien as they faw they could confide in our Councils, to
withdraw their Deference from France,) they exerted them-
felves with a Bravery and Spirit, which carried every Thing be-
fore it ; the Supplies we had given the Court of /zenna enabled
her, befides leaving 20,000 regular Troops. in Flanders, to take
the Field with three Armies; one in Bohemia, another in Ba-
varia, and a third in Jtaly ; which laft, in Conjun&ion with a
Body of Sardinian Forces, were fufficient to make Head againft
-2 numerous Army of Spaniards in‘that Country ; the farther
Supply given the King of Sardinia enabled ‘him  not only to
form that Army laft mentioned, but to compofe another at the
Head of which, with infinite Hazard te his Perfon, infinite
Hardfhip and Fatigue ; he defended his Dutchy of Savoy du-
ring the whole Summer, and the: greater Part of a long Win-
ter’s Campaign againft-another great and well-appointed Ar-
my of Spaniards headed bya Prince of Spain, and in fpight of
all their Efforts, in which their beft T roops and immenf{e Sums
were wafted, has to this Hour barr’d their Paflage into Jtaly ;
nor was this all, for by a firong/Fleet of Men of War in the
Lediterranean and.a proper Ufe of it, we: ftruck fuch TFer-
‘or, that the Court of Naples: was obliged to.agree to a Neu-
trality, and prevented an Army of 40,000 Men from fuccour-
ing the Troops of Spain, which:in the firft-Place, faved the
“Lofs of the Ballance in ftaly ; in the fecond, proved the:Ruin
of the Spani/h Army there ; in the third, .Jaid thofe Seeds of
‘Difcontent between the Spanifh Court cand that:of Naples,
(the former thinking it the ftrongeft Inftance of Ingratituce,
to be deferted in this Extremity, by their own Son, who was
fo lately raifed to that Dignity folely by the' Expence of the |
-Blood and Treafure of the Spanifh Monarchy) as will probably -
‘never be removed, and may be the! Foundation of great Ad-
‘vantage to us hereafter ;  inthe fourth Place, it has difcovered
‘torus, of cwhat Weight we'may hereafter be in that Part of
Eurspe in a higher Degree than ever we kneweit ; ilflift}]:e |
th, i
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fifth, it has been the moft fevere Revenge, and was the moft
complete Method to diftrefs the Court of Spain: For in a
War with that Power, we could not have wafted her T'rea-
fure, and ruined her Reputation, in an equal Degree, or
deftroyed fo many of her Troops in twenty Years, by any
other Means, with this farther Advantage, that we rendered
the Adminiftration of the Queen intolerable to her Subjecls,
who were thus oppreffed with Faxes, and drained of all their
Men and Money to gratify ambitious Views, attended with thefe
aggravating Circumftances, that they brought not only Ruin, but
Difgrace and Scandal upon their Arms in every Inftance: To
this was joined an almoft total Interruption of their Trade,and
their Returns of Money from the Indies, which, as faft as their
inexpreflible Neceflities obliged them to be made, were, invery
many Inftances, intercepted by-the Vigourand Diligence of the
Navy ftationed, commanded and dire&ed by the new Admiralty ;
which Gains, if fairly accounted for, not only ballanced all the
Loffes, that our Merchants have fuftained (notwithftanding the
Number of their Privateers and the Extent of our Commerce)
fince the Time of the late Change, but have gone far to wipe
off thofe Scores, which had been run up againft them, by the
Negle& and imprudent Condué of the former Adminiftration.

Tt could now be faid no longer, that our Hands were tied by
Fear, by Corruption, or by neutral Engagements.— W e rode tri-
umphanton the Ocean,our proper Element,— Weconfined both
the whole FrenchandSpani/b Fleets, who, tho’ combmed, dared
not venture to oppofe us, while we employed buta Partof ours
to do both this, and to keep Naples to its Neutrality, to infult
their Ports, and barr their Privateers from iffuing in any Num-
bers from the reft.—We reftored the Honour of our Flag, and
now returned the Infolence of France, whom we treated with
the fame Contempt, with- which fhe, for many Y ears, had treated
us.-- We Burnt the Shipsof her Allies, and our Enemies, in her
Ports, we fearched and rummaged almoft every Veflel the has
put toSea.«-Our Fleets failed from 7 amaica withan avowed De~
fign toattack, fink, burn,and deftroy the Squadrons fhe fent inta
thofe Parts; and fhe knows the Orders of our Admirals, to fink,
burn, and deftroy, any other Fleet the fhall venture to fend out
again ; yet fhe has been obliged to pocket every one of thefe
Affronts : If our Naval Dignity is. not reftored by thefe Ac-
tions, what can reftore it ? and if thefe Things cannot be deni- .
ed to be true, as they cannot be, what Impudence, and what
Wickednefs muft it be tovillify the prefent Government, to poi-
fon and deceive the ignorant and unwary Multitude, with per-
petual Din, of the low contemptible Condition to which we are
. faid
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faid to be reduced ? Itisa Shame to {uffer ourfelves to be abufed
in thisgrofs Manner ; the Leadersof the £2;a; themfelves laugh
at the Folly and Delufion of the People, that they have fooled
to fuch a Point? They even now defpife thofe Wretches who
are thus feduced, and they themfelves loath and deteft the fedi-
tious Tools of which they now make their Ufe, and when they
have ferved their Turn, will affuredly turn their Backs up-~
on them: But let me return to fay one Word upon our Cen-
dut with Regard to France :--Let any Man look back up-
on the infolent and imperious Treatment, which towards the
Clofe of the laft Adminiftration we have reccived from that
Power. Let him then confider what we have {ince done, and
fet him anfwer, if he can, whether this Nation has received
no Benefit by the late Change.-- France has found,and proclaims
it by her Condu@®, whatever we may ftupidly and ungratefully
do at Home, that fhe trembles at the Powerand the Meafures of
this Nation.” If publick Contempt be publick Weaknefs, as it
is with Nations known to be; what Applaufe is due to thofe,
who have fhifted that Contempt from themfelves, and caft it
upontheEnemy,and whohaveconfequentlyprocured that Wea k-
nefs to France, which the former Minifter had by twenty Years
tame Adminiftration with Pains procured for us; if there be
any Senfe left in this Nation, they muft fee all this; if there
be any Honefty, they will confefs it, let their private Views or
Difappointments be what theywill ; if there be any Warmth of
Heart, Love, or Regard, for the Honour, the Dignity, the Safety
and Well-being of our Country, they will proclaim it in defpight
of Fation, popular Ferment, or any private Danger. The
Maxim of Zacitus, however applied by him, will hold true
- withevery State, Majus fami potentice qguam fua vi nixa : Great
as the Power of France may be, it is the Fame, the Opinion of
that Pewer, that has fo leng fupported her in her ambitious
Views, enabled her to trample upon the Rights and Liberties
of all Europe, and to fport with the moft facred ‘Ties of Truth.
and Faith of Treaties ; it is this, that encouraged her, after fo-
many folemn Declarations in the laft German War, that fhe
would acquire nothing, to grafp that mighty Acquifition of Zor-:
#ain; it was this, that induced her, in that perfidious manner, to
violate her Engagements to the Pragmatick Sanction, which was
the Condition of that Acquifition ; it wasthis that terrified every
Potentate in Europe into a Submiffion to all her Indignities, and
into Non-Refiftance under the Yoke the has impofed fo long
upon many Nations, and under the Profpect of the Chains fhe
was forging for all the European World ; is it not therefore

a mighty Point, gained by this Nation, in the Spac:f <I>E
ittle
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little more than one Year, to have reduced that over-bearing
Power into this deficient State of Credit, and to have reftored
that Credit to ourfelves, which was fo totally loft ?—1It is not
an empty Vanity, but a folid Benefit.—Can any Thing tend
more, hereafter, to lighten the Expence of future Struggles for
the Liberty of Europe, than this Reduétion of the Credit of that
Nation, and the Reftoration of our own ! Can any thing pre-
vent fo much the Occafion of taking up Arms, asthat Difcovery,
which will induce all the Pewers in Europe to be lefs afraid to
do it againft France? and can any thing give {o great Weight to
our Negociations without Recourfe to the Sword, as the general
Opinion, that whenever we draw it, we are able to curb that
Power : This Conduét vifibly muft have this fortunate Effelt,
that if it be unhappy for us to be reduced to the Neceflity of
engaging in Land-Wars upon the Continent, it will render that
Neceflity lefs frequent ; if the Greatnefs of the Expenceis grie-
vous, and drains us of our Specie, it muft make it lefs in future,
asit muft fecure us more ready afliftance and ftronger Alliances,
than if we wanted that Fama potentic, and that Opinion, which
by the Providence of God, and the Condué of our Affairs has
been now reftored again.

Thus, by this Conduét, we have undeceived the World as to
the Power of France; not that it is not great, which would be
delufive ; but that it is not omnipotent and irrefiftible : And thus
we have in a fhort time gone far, not only to reftere Things re-
duced both at Home and Abroad to an almoft defperate Con-
dition, but even turned the Errors of the former Adminiftra-
tion to Advantage ; which is vifible in the higheft Degree, by
the Effe@s of our Condu& in the Mediterrancan already men-
tioned.— Without all doubt, one of the moft fatal and unhappy
Meafures of the late Adminiftration was the neutral Conduét
there (though, whetherall Things confidered, it was avoidable,
is not perhaps fo eafily determined) by which theSpanifh Armies
were enabled to be landed fafely in a2 Time of War, in Sight of -
our Squadrons, in Jtaly; and to form a Junétion with the Frenchs
yetbytheVigilancefince, theNeutrality of Naples,and thedriving
both Fleets into one Pound,we have enclofed all the Land Forces
of Spain far from Home, and in great Meafure out of the reach
of all Recruits, Neceflaries and Supplies; and we have our Pad-
lock upon the greater Part of the Maritime Force of thofe two
Powers, which would have harraffed us exceedingly had they
been in different Parts ; kept us in perpetual Alarms, dif-
treffed our Trade; and fo divided our naval Force, that notwith-
ftanding our Superiority at Sea, we thould have fuffered many
Inconveniencies, nay, even Danger from them, to our own
‘ Coailsy
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Coafts, and fome of our Settlements abroad.—It will yet have
a farther Effe@, it difpirits and brings down the haughty Spirit
of that People, who are ever prefling for War, it difcontents
them with their own Adminiftration; and if we can do it as
effeCtually as their former Condu& has done it by us, there need
not be a greater Curfe upon that Government, a greater Plague,
a greater Obfiruction to their Views, nor q Jurer Way to bying
them to their Ruin,

By the Advantage that we have made of our F leets in thofe -
Seas, we have derived another great Advantage, for by tempo-
rifing with the King of Naples, we have fecured the Elector of
Saxony and King of Poland, who, befides the Hazard of his own
Dominions, has, by his Alliance with that Prince, his Intereft
to confider too, and who may be jultly fuppofed to fuffer fome
Weight in the Scale of his Determination, from a Refle®ion of
the Condition to which his Daughter might be reduced, by any
Rafhnefs he might be guilty of, in this Conjunture.

By thefe providential Succeffes, which all the vile Sarca{ms of
Faction can never prevail, to have attributed to any other Caufe
than the manifeft Revival of the Byritifh Spirit, direed, as it now
1s, the Frenchwere every where {o foiled, that theAufirians were
enabled to a&t upon the offenfive, and to befiege Prague, where
they confined no lefs than 24,000 0f the beft ‘T'roops of France
for the whole Summer, with.two Marefchals of France, and
prevented them with the reft of their broken Army, from re-
ceiving any Supplies, or from doing any confiderable Mifchief,
=—till, by the Neceffitiesinto which they were at length brought,
the Courtof France was compelled: to withbraw. the Army under
the Command of the Marfhal Maillebois, from the Circle of
Weflphalin, where 35,000 of their "Froops had been employed to
awe the EleGtorate of Hanewer and the Putchiat the fame time,
This wasoneof the fisftSteps they took in theBeginning of their
Attempts on. Germany, and one- of the wifelt, as the Confe-
quences of theig Inability te continue it, have. fully thewn,—
By this they effected three great Ends ; they diverted all the
Hanowerian, Forces from the Affiftance of the general Caufe ;
they awed the Durch; they prevented the Conjundion of the
Troops of, England; and of Auflria, in the Law—Cou-nme-..r, with
thofe of Hanover, and thefe of both the former with the
Dutch.—Hgnower was not. fo much obliged, as compelled by
Prudence to confent to a temporary Neutrality ; for if they
had hazarded the Event of War, they. were im,fer.icr in number,
and if they had defeated,, that Body of T'roops, which, as we have
{ince feen, were intended to more, important Purpofes, had not
enly totaily beenrendered ufelefs ; bug there, Cleld:hSVg EEEDI _l:o
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Poffibility of compofing afterwards that grand Army which was
neceffary to be compofed, if we effectually intended to affift the .
ueen of Hungary, and to deal roundly with France, and
which has fince been compofed, notwithitanding the pofitive
Aflertion of the Faltion, that it could never be, to whom the
Devil has owed a Shame, and has fairly paid them, by giving
them the Lie in every one Point that they have advanced.
This Neutrality of Haxover having made fo great a Noife,
I muft have Leave to fay a Word or two upon it ;. (for though
my prefent Purpefe is not to defend the Meafures of any Time
precedent to the late Change, it is honeft to do Juftice to
every Man, and not at all neceflary to add more Errors than
are due to the former Adminiftration.) To fpeak fairly of it,
however malicioufly it has been made the Subject of Ridicule,
it was the only Step that in that Circumitance could have been
taken with any Prudence, from this known and general Prin-
ciple, that you fhould never rifque a Divifion of your Forces,
if you can avoid it.—The Court of England cenfidered the.
Auftrians, Heffians, and the Engle/h in the Netherlands, toge=~
ther with the Hanoverian Troops, asone Army, difperfed in
remote Quarters, but intended to be aflembled, and toalt to=-
ether when conjoined ; they were then capable of making a
formidable Army, and might be able to act or undertake any
Thing, and we had great Reafon to believe, and reccived the
ftrongeft Affurances from the Leading Men in Holland, that
when it was affembled, they would concur with a large ad-
ditional Body of Dutch Troops ;—if therefore the Hanoverians
had a&ed fingly, and been defeated fingly, the other divided
Corps of Troops had been of very little Ufe, and might bave
followed their Fate,and the Duzch Miniltry would have never
been able to have procured the Affent of the States, or to have
engaged them in a Caufe fo hopelefs, as it would have then ap-
peared, when the Electorate of Hanover fhould have been re-
duced into the fame Condition with Bawvaria : This might very
poffibly have been the Cafe, and any Man, who has not been
thoroughly drench’d with the Poifon of the Times, muit be
fenfible, how ruinous (uch an Event muft have been, indepen-
"dent of any private Regard for thofe Dominions, to the coinmoa
Caufe of Eurgpe.—W hoever is the leaft ‘converfant in publick
Affairs, or has even common Senfe, muit be able to judge of
thefe Reafons, which were rendered infinitely ftroner by this
Circumftance, that they aétually did, by their Neutrality all that
“Time, afford the Houfe of Au/iria a moit material Afiftance,
 depriving the Frenchand the Bavarians of fo greata Force,--to
‘which, under God, was owing the Prefervation of the Houfeol
' ¥ Auflria 3
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Auflria; for by this Means the happy Turn was effcted in Ba=
varia, and that Superiority acquired to the Arms of the Queen:
of Hungary, which had this Neutrality been never made, and "
had this Bedy of Troops been joined to the French and dmperial
Armics in Bavaria and Bobemia, they muft have ruified her
infallibly in one Campaign : While the twenty-fix or twenty-
eight thoufand Hansverians were upon their own Groundy they
were a Match i the defentive Part for a greater Number, but
if drawn from thence, they had béen equal onlyto the Num-
bers, of which they actually did confift themfelves, # g1
So long therefore as the French continued upon the Confines:
of the Elettorate of Hanover, there was neither Prudence or
Neceflity to act any other than a neutral Party for by their
Situation, and the Advantage of their own Countryj it is de-

monftrable; that twenty-eight thoufand anfwered 'the End of

an attual Aid to the Queen of  Hungaryof 35000 Men.

But when the reduced Conditibn of the Frenchobliged them

to quit this Meafure, it was neceffary for ustochange dur Plan--
the Hanoverian Troops, had they remain’d in the Ele@orate,
were then of no longer Ufe. In fueh @ Conjunéture; no honeft
Man in Britain would have wifhed, that fo gréat 4 Body of the
beit Troops in Eurgpe, which by good Fortune wereunder the
Influenceof thisNation, fhould beunemployed, -~ TheQueftion
thercfore was, in what way ey might be moft advantageoully
employed,—~foime imagined, B‘:m't it had been proper to have
followed the French Army, and'the wife Politicians of the Fac<
tion bellowed loudly againft'this' Negleét of Policy, ‘as they pre-
tended it to be ; but many invincible Rédfons oppofed theéms<
felvestothis Advice ; fome'time muft have neceflarily been fpent
in fettling a Poigt, which was of {0 nice a Nature, both in
our own Councils, and in thofe of the Imperial Court j~—and
by that time (tho’ it was very fhort) the Frendh Army had got
a great way/upon their intended March.—I¢ was to be confi:
dered agamn“that the Hanboerian Troops could by no' means
follow with the fame Expedition, that the 'others went ;——they
had no Magazines, the French had exhaufted the Provifions,
and though they had pafled through the fame Cotintry, when
frefh and unannoyed, yet even they, from want of previous Pr—eiL
parations, fuffered much in their March, and dwindled greatly;
—how!/much therefore more muft thofe, .who trod the fame
Ground afrer them, have fufféred ; how much muft they have
‘been delayed. The Seafon of the Year began'tobe advanced,
and the Summer muft have been confumed,before they could

have reached the Enemy's who ‘in all Probability' mult have

effeted (if it Was o "’beﬂéfFe%S'tcd) whatever 'they could have

propofed, |

|
|
1
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 propofed, before we ‘could have come up with them.—
Again, if the Enemy upon the Purfuit of the Hanovers=
ans had turned fhort upon them, and waited in fome ftrong
Poft, they might have engaged them to great Difadvantages
being fuperior in Number ;--or they might have obliged them
to ftay and face them in a Country, that they had left behind.
them ruined ;--they had the firong Town of £gra to befriend
them, which the Hanoverians could not have neglecled, ‘nor
have taken.--Thus the Effe& of their March would have pro=
bably been fatal to that Body of Troops, who muft have winter-
ed far from home, in a ruined Country, liable to 2!l the Incon-
venience of 2 Winter’s Campaign, and we fhould have put our=
felves with a much fmaller Force, and in 2 much miore helplefs
(éondition, pear our Enemies, to have endured yet greater
ardfhips, than thofe, by which even their great Armies, inu-
red by two Campaigns, and long befare provided for the Event,
have been in a manner mouldered into fothing,-- Y et even this
Rifque would have been run, if it had been infifted upon by the:
Aufirian Minifters, with whom we acted with the firiéteftHar-
meny.-- We laid before them all thefe Ill-conveniences, and
the irretrievable Prejudice, thatan Accident t6 this Body of
Troops muft have occafioned in the next Year’s Operations.-=
The Impeffibility in that Cafe, of bringing into the Field, or
forming a fuflicient Army, to deal with that Force, that might
be brought againft us by the French:--"That éur Englyb Troops,
(which were not even then all landed) and the duffrians, inthe
Netherlands; were too remoteto join the Hanoveriansin any rea-
fonable Time, had they fet out upon that March immediatelys
that they were not yet accuftomed and hardenéd to the Fatigues
of War, and mu&"thgrefdre have been intirely ruined by {uch
a March, at fuch a-Diftance, and at fuch a Seafon of the Yeass
that if it were poflible, by the Means of the difficule Paffes inv
the Mountains of, Bakemia, by withdrawing the Troops from
Prague,(leaving afuficient Number to formadiftant Blockade;
and to diftrefs.the Garrifon,) to prevent the Junétion of thetwo-
French Armies, Prague muft fallof Courfe, the French mult be
ditheartened and confounded by their Difappeintment, and both
their Armies fuffer terribly, as they always did in thefollowing
Wiater; while the ‘Armies-of  the Adlies united, much more
numerous;ftrong and vigorous, ight enter into Aétion Trefh,
and with infinite Weight in the enfding Spring.--"Thefe Rea-
fons had their jult Effect, they were proved folid by the Event..
«~The Englifh Councils direéted the Aufirian Operations upon
this Occafion, and they feltthe happy.Confequence.-= TheArmy
+_of Mailichais never could penetrate through the Pafles of Bobe~
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mia; but there involved, were miferably butchered and deftroy-
ed, by Sword and Famine;--while the Garrifon of Prague were
reduced in prodigious Numbers, by vain Attempts to efcape,
their Parties continually cut off, and their Provifions and Sup-
plies fo effectually obftru&ed, that they were at lengih necef-
fitated in the fevereft Seafon of that cold Climate, and after the
moft infufferable Hardthips, to abandon the Capital of Bobemia,
, and the whole Country, to their lawful Sovereigh, (excepting

Egra, on the extream Borders of it, )bringing off with them not
10,000 EffetiveMen, the miferable Remains of at leaft 30,000,
who had triamphed in that Country in the Beginning of that
Year.--But upon their Arrival, Difeafes broke in upon them,
and {wept off fo many, even of that {mall Number, and of the
Army fent to bring them off, that they could not remain there,
and muft have perithed for Want, if they had been ftill har-
rafled by the Auftrians.--In fine, they were reduced to fuch
Diftrefs, by a Series of Calamities, that left it might be faid, of
two great Armies, amounting together to' more than 70,000
Men, not one thould live torreturn, the French Court recalled
their fhattered Remains, and of both, not more than 20,200
Men.had the Felicity to fee their Native Soil again ; where the
few that furvived the incredible Fatigues they have undergone,
brought back, rather Weakunefs to their Mafler, than Security
to his Frontier, filling his wretched Subjeéts with Grief, De-
jection of Spirit, Deteftation of the Views of their ambitious
Monarch, and Terror of the Miferies they have endured;
which every Man, capable of bearing Arms, by the abfolute

Power of their Government, and the Diftrefs of their Affairs,
 fees himfelf hourly in Danger to undergo. -

Thus far we have feen how much Folly, Ignorance and Vil-
lany have concurred to mifteprefent two important Points ;
the Neutrality of Hanover, and the Condu& of our New
Councils in not marching after Maillebois’s Army: To profe-
cute this Dedu&tion of our-Affairs during the laft Interval of
Parliament, we come now to fhew the Part adted by our Ad~
miniftration upon the Removal of that Army : The Delibera-
tions we have mentioned ‘took up no more, as I remember,
than three Weeks; and the Point being agreed between' the
Miniftry of Auftria, and our own, that the Hanoverian Forces
Soould not_ fullno, the next Step was obvious: If our own
Reafon could not have fhewn it to us, it was diGated and
pointed out by France; it was evident, as we have before
obferved, that the View of France in fending her Armies to
the Frontiers of that Eletorate was no other than to prevent
the Jundtion of the Hanaverian, Dytch, Britifb and ?xﬂrian
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Forces; if that was fo favourite a View, that the put herfelf
to {o valt a Charge for it, opiniatred that View fo lohg; and
fubmitted to all the Ill-Convenience of weakening her Ar-
mies in’ every other Part for it, would it have been excufea-
ble in us not to have profited by fuch a Leflon, and to have
“Joft the Opportunity, which the Abfence of that Army gave
to form the neceflary Conjunétion of all our Forces ;—the on-
ly Perfon, who could have Reafon to demur upon the Point
was the Ele@or of Hanover himfelf; who by detaching fuch a
Body of his Troops, and breaking his Neutrality, left his
Country expofed to fome Hazard, that if the former Troops
fhould change their Deftination, or fucceed in their At-
tempt, they might return to take a fevere Revenge upon his
Dominions with Impunity: When therefore his. Majefty a-
greed to this Propofition, the Minifters of England could not
“have anfwered it to their Country, if they had not availed
themfelves of this Body of his Forces. 4
They therefore took 16,000 of thefe Troops.into the Britifh
Pay; not, asit has been malicioufly infinuated, in a Method
contrary to the Conftitution, and unknown before ; but ih a
Method warranted by all former Examples both in the Reigh
of King William and Queen Anne, when in the Interval of
Parliament it became neceflary from any Event to hire Fo-
reign Forces, the Bufinefs was concerted by the Crown, the
Treaty for the Subfidy agreed, and the Eftimates referred to
Parliament; where the Liberty {till remained entire to reject
them : The fame Method was puifued in this Inftance, the Par-
liament had the Eftimates laid before them, and might have re-
fufed to confirm the Meafure, if it had appeared to them im-
propes or unjuft; fo that of all the Debates that ever pafs’d in
Parliament, none ever violated more the Heart of every fairand
honeft Man, than that with Relation to thefe Troops; in which
this Point was with equal Confidence and Malice urged to the
moft indecent Extremity, in Defiance of all Truth and Can-
dour, and witha manifeft View to impofe upon the Under-
ftanding of Mankind ; there was nota Man of the leaft Expe-
rience, who did not know that this was a Part of the known
Prerogative exercifed in innumerable Inftances, and a Preroga-
tive not like fome others, which may be thought to have been a
Relique of bad Times in Government, when the Conftitution
was lefs pure; or crept gradually in, when the Power of the
Crown was ftrained too far, but a Prerogative founded upon the
fupreme Law of all Neceflity, without which no Government
could fand fecure one Hour; for what muft be the Condition of
*this Country, if in no Dilemma, no Exigence whatfoever, (and
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{urely none was éver greater than that of which we are fiow
fpeaking) during the Tiiterval of Parliament, the Crown might
_exercife a Power of this Nattre? Wihat Opportunitigs in " the
moft critical Conjunctures might be 16ft ? what Ruin muft our
Armies be expofed to, in cafe ofany fignal Defeat abfoad ? But
it is a Point too obvious to be longer infifted upon, and the Ab-
furdity of denying itis equalled by nothing, but that of debatirg
one whole Day to prove a Meafure illegal and unparhiamentary,
and to condemn it becaufe it had not the }futé'arily’af Parlia-
rment, which was that very Day {ubmifted to the Judgment and
Power of the Houfe wbet.ber it [hould be a z%ézfure at all or no.

But to thew farther how tender his Majefty was of exerting
his Prerogative, beyond what the Neceflity of our Situation re-.
quired, his Majefty hinted it to his Parliament at the Clofe 6f
the antecedent Seflions,— A fter {fpeaking of the Supplies which
had been already granted, for he Support of the Dieen of Hun-
gary, and to reflore and Jecure the Balance of Power, Jo par-
ticularly recommended by bis Parliament; he added farther, And
if 1t fhould become neceflary for me to contrac? nety E ngagements, or
20 enter into farther Meafures, I rély upon your Zeal and Per[eve-
rauce, in '/b_;'f.sﬁ a Caufe, to make them g00d.

When the Prince forefees that an Exigency may poflibly
arife, at a Period of Time ih Which he cannot pofiibly take the
Council of his Parliament.—Ifin {uch an Exigency the Nature
and the Practice of the Government permits him freely to take
what Meafures he may judge neceflary for ‘the Interél{s of his
People, without any Form or previous Notice whatfoever, if
yet that Prince reminds his Parﬁamentb’f fucha poflible Con-
tingency, inftead of a Stretch of Prerogative, it muft appear,
to every candid Man, the ftrongeft Mark of Téndernefs to the
Privileges of his People, a manifeft Inclination to decline the
exercife of his Prerogative, and in fadt, the greateft Condef-
cenfion,—Thereis no Man of Candour, who will confider the
~arure of the Thing, but muft fee, that the moft opett, moft
irank, moft generous, and moft refpeétful Conduck, next to the
circct Requeit, 20 be permiited to take the Meafure, was to hint
it to the Parhament, that it was intended to be taken. .

Now, that his Majelty could not, at that Time, lay this
- =nheme before his Parliament, ,is proved by the ftubborn Evi-
el e of Facts and Dates, which though mifreprefented by the
¢veniian upon every I urn, and concealed, when they don’t ferve
. Purpofe, cannot be totally denied.—It is confefs’d, that
(1% Meafure might have been, in all Probability, intended be-
i ¥ the Dillolution of the Parliament.--But could it be then re-
{olved 7 In the Nature of the Thing, it could not, becaufe it was

a Con-
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a Contingency, which could only happen if the Frengh Army
marched ;--it may be faid, that fome Steps had been already made
by France, that convinced the King and the Adminiftration, that
‘they intended to march ;—if not, it Is probable his Majelty
would not have touched at all upon 1t.—But thele Steps might
have only been intended as a Feint, at leaft Accidents might
have intervened to prevent the Execution of thar Projcély=r
Unlefs therefore his Majefty bad been not only KinzloMGreat
Britain, and Elector of Haneper, but King of France.at the

1

fame Time, he could not have told bis Parliaiment, that bis E-
Jectoral Troops fhould march. to join the N¥tional Troops of
England, when this Meafure depended upon an Event which
was not in his Power, and which actually did ot happen in a
confiderable Time, theParliament rifing upon-the 15th of Fuly,
and the March of the French Troops not having taken Effect
till feveral Weeks after. As therefore it was impofiible to have
communicated a Meafure which in 'its Nature could not be
then refolved, fo muft it have beenan Abfurdity, vifible to all
Mankind, to have told the Parliament, which was the fame
Thing as to have told France, and all the World what we in-
tended to do in -cafe they marched.—The Politicks of thefe
Times are of |a very extraordinary Nature, when the Govern-
ment is not only prefled, from Day to Day, to difcover, by
Motions for Papers, every. fecret Tranfa&ion, every Negotia-
tion, and Plan of Operations, even while they are fti!l depend=
ing ; but when we are to foreftall the Meafures of our Enemies,
and to tell them, Gentlemen, take Care what you do—if you do
Sfo, wewill do Jo,—if you march from Hanover, we will certainly
ufe that Opportunity o unite our Forces as foon as poffible after
you are gone. |

The Prudence of the Adminiflration appeared likewife in
the Time, the Placetowhich they marched, and in the Nature of
this Bargain.—As to the Time, it had been Madnefs, to have
flipped - this - Opportunity, to form our Army, which might
have afterwards been impoffible ; had we deferred it till the
Spring, asfome have taken great Pains to perfuade the People
we f{hould have done, France might have taken fuch Meafures,
or fuch Events might have happened, as would have rendered it
then impraéticable ;—again, (which would have been 2 Matter
very near, as fatal in its Confequence) the World might have
been convinced, that it was never intended to be done at all;
it wasof the Jaft Importance to (hew the Dutch a powerful Sup-
port to induce them to cngage as foon as poflible. As to the
{Place, another | Point of Importance was to oive the French

‘Alarms upon their own Frontier, to prevent their {ending any
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farther Force to Germany, or to prevent their aflifting the Infant
Don Philip, who was already very fuperior to the King of ‘Sar-
dinia, for which our National Troops were by no means alone
fufficient : And it had its efe&t 5 the Letters of Van Hoeythew,
that France did not flight thofe Meafures, which our own Peo-
- Ple ridiculed. They bave fince difcovered what the Dutch then
thought, and what the Dutch have now publickly declared.--T he
French encreafed their Troops in Flanders with all the regular
Troops they could draw together, and much of the Militia from
the remoteft Part of their Dominions ; they fentbut faint and
infufficient Succours intoGermany, and none at all to theSpanifp
Army.—By the March of thefe Troops into Flanders, we had
therefore vifibly thefe feveral Advantages.-- Firft, That theywere
a great Encouragement to Holland. —Secondly, That they
were a Security to the Barrier, 2nd to the Netherlands in all
Events.—Thirdly, That they created the moft diftant Diver-
fion that could be made.—Fourthly, That,'as far as poflible,
they prevented the Neceflity of a Rupture, becaufe France
would not probably attempt to attack us there, unlefs compelled
%o it, as long as the Dutch had not yet acceded, and was yet
obliged to prepare and arm in the fame Degree,as not knowing
how fuddenly they might take the Refolution, which they were
then inclined ts, and have fince refolved ; whereas, if they had
marched to the Rbine, where our wife Politicians only thought
they fhould have been employed, France would have been in-
duced, either by Neceffity, or Prudence, to have attacked
us there, when only half our Force had been affembled, and
at jeaft we had been engaged precipitately into that Extremity,
‘while there was yet a Poffibility, that the Difficulties of the
French, and encreafe of our Ability and Succefs might have
brought about a Termination to thefe Troubles,. We reaped
another Advantage from the good Quarters in thofe Provinces,
which kept our Troops in better Health, and in more Conve-
nience; being in a plentiful Country, and in that of an Ally ;
whereas we could have quartered no where elfe, without the
greateft Inconvenience.--We were there equally ready (con-
idering the Seafon of the Year) to perform any Service that
the prefent ‘or future Exigencies fhould require ; befides the
Difference of being united near to our own Country, where
Suppi ¢s could be furnithed with more Eafe and Expe(_iltlon;
and where all the Money. that was confumed, contributed,
though indircétly, to affitt the Houfe of Aufiria ; as it enriched
her Provinces, and enabled them topay more pun&ua].ly, and to
furmith greater Sums to their Sovereign’s Aid: Laﬂ_l}’a it enabled
us to amufe the French, and gave us an Opportunity to pretend
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2 Defign on Dunkirk ;5 which drewdown a great Body of their
Troops to the very greateft Diftance, from whence they could
annoy the Enemy : A Point fo artfully conducted, thatevery
other Power were ferious at it but our own People.

As to the Nature of the Bargain, much has been faid upon
this Head, to prove it not enly bad, but criminalin the higheft
Degree. In order tothe fetting this Matter ina clear-Light,

‘it is neceflary to obferve, that during the long War of 1702,

reat Numbers of Foreign Forces having been hired, the Me-
thod then purfued, and the Conditions then obferved, have
been the Rule by which we have goneever fince ; ourfubfidiary
Treaties therefore run all upon the fame Plan, and contain the
fame Conditions, that they did then; (excepting in two or three
Articles of a trivial Nature, which the Change of theuniver-
fal Difcipline and a particular Circum{tance made it neceflary

to differ in, as we fhall have Occafion to {pecify hereafter.) -

This Expenceis conftantly fummed upin zhree Articles,— that
of Levy-Money for the furnithing and compleating both Horfe
andFoot, that of the Pay of the Forces, and that of an annual
Subfidy befides, in a certain Proportion, according to theNum-
ber of the Troops ; thefe three Articles of Levy-Money, the
Pay of theForces, and the Subfidy to the Prince, make the ge-
neralCharge common toall theForces, that we have hired for a
Space of above forty Years:—This s theBill always brought us
in for mercenary Troops 3— Notthat any of thefe Articles is lite-
rally the Sum applied to the Account of the Charge of that Article,
of which it bears the Title, but the Deficiency of the one is made up
by the Exceedings of the other, and many Contingencies and Necef-
aries are accounted for under this Form 5 upon the grofs Amount
of which, thefePrinces are enabled to make good their Engagements
with us. ‘1 heré is likewife another Condition, for they always
tieus to 2 certainNumber of Y ears, whether we want the T'roops
or not ; withoutwhich they would find noAccount in theirBar-
gain,—When the Conjun&ure of Affairs obliged our Minifters
to take the Hansverian Forces into Pay, if they had had the
mean Inclination to have paid their Court to his Majeity, they
were warranted by all Precedents to have made their Bargain
upon this Footing, as thefe Troops were in a Manner the only
Troops we could have hired at that Time ; as they wereas good
~asany in the World, as they were fituated the moft commo-
dioufly for our Service, and as they muft have been ufelefs to the
commonCaufe and have been difbanded, if we had not paid them,
his Majefty’s Eletoral Dominions, not being {ufficient to main-

tain both them, and the other Troops he had raifed in this cri-
' tical

Ny -




A P T T R

(88 )
tical Situation of Affairs, efpecially with the great additional
Charge of Marching : The Minifters therefore could have de-
ferved no Cenfure, nay, might have even merited Applaufe,
for taking aMeafure, which would have been juft, fair and equi-
table, and beneficial to this Country, even upon the common
Foot of other mercenary Troops ; nor could this Nation have
‘had any Title to have complained of his Majetty, if in his dif-
ferent Capacity, as EleGor of Hanover, he had defired to be
confidered on the fame Footing as any other German Prince.—
But his Majefly, with a Generofity, for which he has met with
a very ungrateful Return, declined thefe Pretenfions, and to
fhew his own Zeal for the Service of the Houfe of Auftria,
and his Defire to make the Burthen to Grest Britain as licht
as pofiible, he confented to thefe Particulars, to which no Ot?ler
German Prince would have fubmitted, and which were both in
\prefent, certainly, and in profpeét, probably acreat Redu&ion of
the Charge to this Nation ; for whereas in all other Treaties
of this kind, part of the Sums ftipulated are paid, and commence
before the march of the Troops—He confented, that their Pay
-fhould commence only upoen the.very Day they began their
-March from Hanover , viz. the 31t of duguft 1742.--He infifted
upon no Terms, as tothe Timethat we fhould pay them, {o thatif
+the'T'roubles, in which we were involved, fhould have determin-
edin the Spaceof ane Year only, we werebound to keep them ns
longer,—a Circumftance that might very poffibly have faved a
Million of Money to this Nation, and which might have pro-
ved (if this wasa Bargain of neat Profit.to his Majefty, as thefe
Incendiaries fuggeft) a Lofs of as much to his Majefty, in his
Ele&toral Capacity.--Nor wasithisall ; but his Majefty entirely
remitted that Article of annual Subfidy, which every other Ger-
man Prince has done, now does, and ever will infift upon ; and
which, according to the Proportion paid to the King of Sweden,
as Landgraveof Heffe-Ca/fel (whobefides Levy-Money®and the
-Pay of his Troops, receivesan annual Subfidy of 33,000/ for
only 6,0000f hisForces)his Majefty had been entitledfor 16,000
of hisTroops, to near a 100,000/ per Annum 3 which Saving to
this Nation, together with theother Particulars we have men-
tioned, make fo vaft a Difference between the Charge of thefe
T'roeps, and thofe of any other we could have hired, that it is
-an_Impudence beyond Example to have treated this Point in
.the Manner, that it has_been treated by the Faition, -as we
fhall.fhew hereafter,

# See the Votes of the Houfe of Commons, 4pril 14, 1740.
' ut
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But tho® it may not be frictly regular in Point of Time or
¢he Orderwe have laid down, to take full Noticeof the Proceed-
ings of the Faction upon this Head (tillwe come to the next, viz..
their Conduét in the next Seffion of Parliament ) yet it will not'be

‘illconvenient to clear the Way, by removing ‘the Rubbith of
thofe Objections, with which they have flattered themfelves,
to cover the Malignity of their virulent Scandal upon this Mea-
{ure, becaufe thisScandal was of 2 Nature fo uncommon, defpe-
rate and dangerous, that it will be greatly for the Advantage
of the Publick to prefent it ‘niaked, ftripped of  that delufive
Garb in which they have ufed fo much wicked Art to drefs
ity and void of any other Matter that may divert the Publick
from the full View and Contemplation of its Iniquity.

To proceed therefore ; under this Head of the Nature of the

Bargain for the Hanaverian Troops, it was cbjected, that by
taking thefe Troops into Britith Pay, before we marched into Ger-
‘many, we paid full one balf Year before we bad Occafion for
them.--As to this, it Has been already anfwered, that we might
not have been able to have joined at all, if we had not done
it when we did ; it has been likewife {hewn, how many other
“Advarntages we both did reap, and expected juftly to reap from
4qt. By Parity of Reafoning, -we {hould not have begun fto
embarque our National Troops for Flanders, 'till the Begin-
‘ning of this Campaign.-- And if T'roops are not to be aflfem-
bled, till the Moment they are'to enter upon A&ion, or if an
‘Adminiftration is to be condemned for being in Readinefs to
14 a5 foon as Circumftances will admit, or for not acting, be-
fore either Time, Circumftances, or the Seafon of the Year
will give leave ; and ifan Army is expeéted to fight whenever
it is in the Field, without regard to any Event or Situation of
‘things, we have to deal with Politicians, whofe Ignorance or
Prejudice render them unworthy of any reafonable Anfwer.

Andther Objeion is to the granting Levy Money for Troops

already raifed, and agam, 1o the granting a greater Levy Money
‘than is paid to other Foreign Troops. As to the fir/?, we have al-
ready given a fufficient Anfwer, by obferving the Nature of all
thefe‘Cb’ntr’a&s, viz. That no one of thefe Articles literally con-
tains the Sum applied to the Charge of that Article of which it
‘bears'the Title 5 but the Dg?a'cmy of the one is made up bythe Ex-
veedings of the other, and many Contingencies, Neceffaries, and
‘extraordinary Expences, dr¥ accounted for under this Form 5 upon
the giofs Amount of which, and not otherwife, Foreign Princes can
‘be'enabled to afford their Troops 1o us at the Rate they do, and upon
j‘fh‘i's'FOdt it was allowed lately to the Troops of Denmark. As
‘to the ‘Seemid, the Levy Money of ‘thefe ‘Troopsis in the fame
Proprotion
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Proportien with that of all others ; but the Sum was the larger,
becaufe the Body of Troops, hired in-this Inftance, confifted
One-third of Horfe, whereas in moft of our other Contracis
of this Nature, the Horfe have ufually amounted only to One-
Sixth 3 and particularly in the Cafe of the Danes and He/iam
which lately were and now continue in our Service, -’

It has been again objeéted, that we are charged with a new
Article for the Officers of the Artillery ; and it is true, that it is
a new Article, butitis an Article which arifes from an Im-
provement in the Military Difcipline, and one of the moft re-
markable of any that have been made in modern Time. Every
Regiment, in the Service of all the German Princes, carr)}ing '
with them two Field Pieces, which they manage with a very
extraordinary Addrefs, firing incredibly often in one Minute -
and no Man can pretend to fay, that it was not neceflary tocon-
form ourfelves to the Difcipline of the Age we live in, and to
availourfelves ofany new Advantagesin War, which mighteither
give us a Superiority, or put us upon a Level with the Enemy,

We are accufed again with making 2 bad Bargain in charging

the Exchange, by the E tflimate laid before the Houfe of Commons at
the Rate of ten Guilders ten Stivers the Pound Sterling, which
is fuppofed to be an Exchange of eight Stivers to our Difadvantage,
and an unneceflary Expence of 26,000/, But this was fully
an{wered in Parliament, though all the Writers of the FaFion
made noScruple toconceal it in their fubfequent Produ&iens. - -
¢ They were there told, thatin the Nature of thefe Things,
¢¢ all Eftimates muft be formed upon fome pofitive Rate of
“¢ Exchange ; that this Rate was mentioned in the Eftimate,
“¢ becaufe from the Variation of Exchange, it might have
¢¢ amounted to that, and to preventa Deficiency if it thould 3
¢ but that this Eftimate did by no means fix the Rate of the
¢ Exchange, and that all Savings that arofe or migit arife
¢ upon that Head, were conftantly, and would, according
“¢ to ancient Cuftom, be certainly accounted for to Parlia-
¢ ment”.--This Obje&ion therefore has no other Foundation
than the Ignorance or Malice of the Faltion,

It was likewifeobjected, that in all Contraits of this Nature du-
ring the former War, there was a Deduttion of Two and one-half
per Cent. 10 be applied to the Ufes of the IWar, which amounted
to 16,447 /. ‘and which was not d¢duéted in this Contract.--
This Objection favours ftrongly of the Party from whence it
comes,-~they had been fearching after Precedentsfrom the Con-
duct of their FzéZionin the Reign of the late Queen Aune, when
their Predeceflors made no {mall Difturbance upon this Head,

.and when the fame Faétion attacked that great Man the Duke
‘ of
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of Maylberough in Parliament for having taken this Deduétion of
two and one -half per Cent. from the Foreign Troops under his
Command. In ihe Report of the Commiffioners for taking, exa~
mining, and flating the publick. Accounts of the Kingdom at that
Time, which was intended as an Inquifivion upon that General,
they then infinuated this Abatement of Foreign Pay tobea De-
duétion for the Ufes of the War : But the Nature of the thing was
fully explained, {uch a Dedu&ion has been always made and is
made at this Time ; but it neither then did, nor confequently
dées now, appear in any publick Account. It isa Sum firft
obtained by Confent of the allied Princes in the Reign of King
WWilliam, in the Nature of a voluntary Tax upon . their Subfi-
dies, afterwards continued in the Time of the Duke of Marl-
borough, and in the Reign of Queen Aune, always allowed by
Woarrant from the Crown to the General in Chief for procuring
of Intelligence, and other fecret Service, but never laid before
Parliamentin Diminutionof any Eitimate. Nothing more there-
fore need to be faid tothewtheFallacyandMalevolence of hisOb-~
jection,or to wipe off the Imputation of Excefs in thisParticular.

For a farther Aggravation, a Comparifon was attempted to
be drawn between the Charge of the Hanoverians hired in the late
War in 1702, and thofe now taken into our Pay.--But no fuch
Comparifon can properly be made, becaufe we have not the
Materials for it,--the Dutch firft took them into their Service,
and they were afterwards turned over into our Pay.--The Dutch
therefore paid the firft Expences of Levy Money, &¢. and un=
lefs we had Accefs to the Archives of that Republick, neither
they nor we are qualified to afcertain this Point, though it is
not reafonable to believe, that thefe Troops were then hired
upon different Terms, than fuch as have always been a gene-
ral Rule in cafes of the fame Nature.

The next Matter of Cavil was the extraordinary Charge of a
Regiment of Hanoverian Guards, which being equal in Expence
to twice their Number of common Men, is reckoned another
Inftance of exorbitant Expence. But, furely, there is no Man
who will difpute this to be a proper Expence, when the Prince
commands in Perfon, and he muft be very much abandoned,
who will think it decent to urge it now, when this Nation has
fo lately obtained fo great and fo manifeft a Benefit from his
Majefty’s perfonal Appearance at the Head of our united Army.

T he laft Obje&ion, which has made the greateft Noife, tho’
it deferves the leaft Notice, is to the hiring of Hanoverian Forces
at all upon any Terms. It is demanded, how an Englifh Admi-
niftration dare advife the Hire of Forces the moft obnoxious,

~ Forces that muft create fogreat a Difcontent, Forces that muft
- eftablifh
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eftablith that dangerous Dittin&ion of Englifimen and Hanove-
rians, and a Meafure that muft thake the Intereft of his Majefty
upon the ‘T'hrone, and poifon the Affe&ions of his People ?--But
let us have the Liberty to put a few Queftions to thefe Gentle-
men in our Turn.--Could we have compofed a fufficient Ar-
my without thefe Troops ? Why is it more criminal to, hire
thefe Forces in the prefent War, than in that of Queen dnng,
when we conftantly entertained a great Body of them in our Pay
- withoutanyObjection? Wihatisit that hasrendered shefe Forces
now oebnoxious which were never fo before ? W hat has created
any Difcontent upon this abfolutely neceflary Meafure? What
haseftablifhed that dangerous Difkin&ionof £ nglifbmenand Hano-
werians @ W hat is it that has thaken the Intereft of his Majefty,
or poifoned the AffeCtions of his People (4oth which have been
indeed ftrongly endeavoured, but I thahk God neither yet affect-
ed) no other Anfwer can be given toany of thefe Queftions, but
that there is.ia this Country at this Time, a Fadion deftitute of
Principle and Shame, and void of allRemorfe, whe taking Ad-
vantage of thelgnorance and vulgar Prejudices of a heated Peo-
ple, have glaringly attempted, by fallacious Arguments, vile
Mifieprefentations, and downright Falfhood, covered by a po-
pular and cenfufed Jargon of feditious Rhetorick, to gratify
their Revenge, to advance their private Interefts, and to pro-
mote their pernicious Views, at the Expence of facred Truth,
and Moral Virtue, at the Hazard of the Liberties of Europe,,
the Peace of their own Cauntry, and the Security of a Prince
and Family, upon whofe Eftablithment the Conflitution of
thefe Kingdoms can alone depend.

We have now pretey fully gone through with a Dedu&ion of
the Meafuges taken by.the Adminiftration during the Interval
of Parliament ; we have explainéd the Nature and the Necef-
fity of théfe Meafuress we have fhewn the Succefs; and almoft
miraculous Alteration in -the Situation of our Affairs ; which
‘were vifibly their Confequence, But whether they were the
necellary Conlequence of them or not---the Face of Affairs
was in faét fo wonderfully changed, that inftead of that Profpedk
of almoft inevitable Ruin, which appeared before our Eyes,
in the Beginning of the previous Seflions of Parliament, there
was, at leadt, a great Probability of faving the Houfe of
Aufiria, and of reftraining the Ambition of France from pro-
fiting by ‘her immenfe  Expences, and - the Labour fhe had
taken, to move the whole Earth to the Deftruétion of the
only. Power, that ftood between her and. the virtual Pofleflion
of the Univerfal Empire.--Let us inculcate this-happy Altera-
tion by a fecand Recapitulation of it. 1 ]

| Saxany

N\
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Saxony and Pruffia were disjoifled from the Alliance of
France, and with Circumftances, that in 2 Manner fecured
us from a Poffibility of their uniting with her again during the
prefent Contention ; Bawvaria was not only incapable of afford=
ing any material Afliftance to the Views of France, but adtual -
ly a confiderable Part of it in Pofleflion of the Auftrians, tWo
great French Armiesof veteran Troops totally deftroyed ; Dif-
eafesand Defpair, the vifibleCompanions of the remainingForces
of the Emperor and France, inferior to the Aufirians, who were
now flufl’d with Succefs, enrich’d with Plunder, enured to
Arms and Viétory : Thefe remaining Forces coup’d up in a
Corner of - Bavaria and Bobemia, in the utmoft Diftrefs for
Provifions, not to be recruited till the Spring ; and then, from
the vaft Loffes of the regular Troops of France; only by new
Levies of a raw and difheartened People, forced, driven and
prefled into the Service, with the moft manifeft Dread and
“Terror of i3 the French Government, detefted and defpifed by its
own People, foritsill Succefs and ruinous Meafures ; the Queen
of Bobemia vepofiefled of the greateft Part of her Dominions :
and of a Treafure ineftimable, the united Hearts of all her
Subjéds, moved to the utmoft Degree of Tendernefs by her
Danger and the Injuftice of her Enemies, warmed with the moft
fervent Zeal, by her gallant, firm and prudent Conduél ; the
King of Sardinia, fteady to his Engagements, and infinitely fer-
viceable to the Common Caufes the Spaniards check’d, foil’d
and difappointed in all their Lafian Views ; the King of Naples
bridled by our Fleéts; the Swedes confounded by French Coun-
cils, and by the juft Armsof Ruffia ; courting the Mediation of
Gyeat-Britain for their Prefervation, who but the Y ear before
had been led by Franee to difturb the Peace of the North, in
Centempt of Britain, and probably not without a remote View
to her Deftrucion 3 the Dutch potently armed, vifibly able, and
fecretly inclined to join us in the Quarrel ; a very great Army
in the BritifhPayof the beft Troops in Eurcpe ; freth and
ready to enter into A&ion, whenever Neceflity fhould re-
quire ; the Turks incapable of being moved by France, think-
ing of mothing sbut their own Prefervation againft the At-
tempts of Perfia :--Thefe were the happy Circumftances into
which, by the Prévidence of God, and the Prudence of the
Adminiffration, our Affairs were breught, when his Majefty

 opened-his Parliament upon the 16th of November laft.

« We mawicome: to 'the next Head af our Difcour fe, “the Conduét
of -the Faction iat dhe next Mieting of the Parliament---They,
who had been longeft in an Oppofition, and had conducted i¢,
and knew the moit of it, even they were aunable toconceive in

Whgt
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what manner their former Collegues could behave, upon what
Footing the could oppofe the Support of Meafures fo lately po=-
pular, conduéted with fo much Judgment and Vigour, and at-

tended with fuch providential Succefs ; or thwart the Profecuti=
on of his Majefty’s further Views to take advantage of this
happyChange: They knew indeed theMen by longExperience,

they were well acquainted with their Views, and that they

would ftick at nothing to obtain that Share in the Emoluments

of Power, which their Madnefs had folately deprived them of ;

but they were at a Lofs to comprehend how they would betake:
themfelves to fereen their Views from the Dete€tion of the Peo-.
ple, without whofe Afliftance they could do nothing ; a People
brave and honeft, endued with more Underftanding too, with
more Lights and Knowledge from the Natureof our Govern-
ment than any other Peoplein the World, and in general never .
wrong, but when feduced by Fraud, or heated by Paffions ; the
Succefs appeared too notorious to admit of thofe Frauds, with-
out Mifreprefentations too grofs to be even fuppofed ; and the:
Grounds of thofe Paffions had been too juftly removed, in all
Inftances, that it was pradicable to be done ; it was therefore
thought impoflible, thatany fuch Attempt would meet with the
leaft Encouragement, fince the previous Step muft be te eradi-

cate ¢he old Principle upon which the Safety of this Nation has
ever depended ; which it has never departed from without Shame
and Misfortune ; and which the People ever recurred to again,
however temporarily feduced, viz. that this Nation muft eternal-
by oppofe the Advancement of the Monarchy of France;

‘T'he Faction faw all this; and confidered their Game at firfk
as defperate, but their very Defpair obliged them to perfift---
they knew that Oppofition never could want fome Allies from
fuch as had been duped by them, and knew not how to retreat,
and from fuch as, by the fame Errors, were in the fame defpe-
rate Condition with themfelves, from fuch as were avowed Fa-
¢obites, and fuch as were of beggarly Circumftances, who had a
Poflibility of bettering themfelves by the Confufion of their
Country, which though far fhort of a Probabiljty, was yet bete
ter than 2 Certainty of Ruin and a Goal, which ftared them
in the Face..: | . x

They had afartherDependance upon the Liberty of thePrefs,
which is always a mighty Engine, of equal Ufe to Liberty and
Faction, they took Advantage from the Knowledge that the
Miniiters'they now oppofed were tender of  it, and knowing
this, - they thought themfelves fecure in the moft monftrous
Abufe of it that was ever known in any Age or Nation.---

A Ufe which their former Leaders, when it was under theirDi-
‘ rection,
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re&ion, never put it to themfelves, in the fame degree, wor

vinted at the Mark, at which it has been fince wickedly levelled.
~_This was the Spring by which they propofed to {ctthe whole:
Machine in Motion. and by this they depended o retail Scur-
tility and T reafon with Impunity (for Argument they had none):
upon a wretched Set of People,who with Education juft fufhci-
ent o enable them to read, fpend all their leifure Time, and
fometimes more than they have conveniently to fpare from be-
hind the Counter, in fome blind Coffee-houfe, and thence re-

tiring to their Tavern Aflemblies, retail it out again, to Men ftill
below them in this greaz Qualification ; wWhere, 1O (hew that
they underftand tlie true Spirit of every libellous Production,
they enter into all its Sentiments, and become, in their own
great Opinions, and inthe Opinions of their Auditors, after a
lictle Habit in this Way, confummate Politicians, judging of
the Interefts of all States and Kingdoms, and of all Miniters
and Princes, as well as of their own, whom they conftantly
take for granted tobe the worft of all, and the fole Authors
of every Calamity and Diforder of the whole World.

With thefe Troops, and with this Arzillery of Faltion, they
ftill thought themielves enabled to take the FField. —Theyhad,
it is true, feen-all Squadrons of Oppofition intermixed with
Bodies of thefe, but never led by fuch Generals, nor coufifting
of thefe Troopsalone: However, trafting in theirNumbers, and
depending upon their Noife, which, though it would produce
no Argument from their own Quarter, prevented thofe that
came from another, from being heard, they commenced tie
fecond Campaign, confiding more in the Divifion of their
Enemy, than in their own Strength, and trufting that iome un~
fortunate Events, or fome unhappy Errors, might, in 1ime,
afford them better Colours, than (in {pight of all the Varnifh
Lhey could put upon it) their Caufe would for the prefent

ear.

Of late Years, by the vaft Encreafe of Trade,and the Cuf-
tom of living in the Capital, for the greateft Part of the Year,
London and Weftminfter had valtly encreafed ; —all great Cities
are the Seat both of Liberty and Faction,—in Proportion to their
Numbers and their Wealth, their Abilities either todefend the

-one, or to exertthe other, encreafe.—For the Means of one,
and of the other, arethe fame, and they differ only inthe Ex-
tent to which they are carried, andin the Liengths they go.—
- From this Encreafe it was, that the late Oppofition derived its
Force, andit was by the Influence of thefetwo Cities, in great
‘meafure, thatthey routed the late Adminiftration —/#¢fiminfter

bad in a particularManyer exerted itlelf to maintain itsFreedom

" 4
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of Eleftion; which had been, with uhac&ountible Imptudesicd;
invaded with very ftrong and odious Circumftances at theit.
Choice 6f Members for the prefent Parliament.—The Admi+
niftration {till, with greater Rathnefs, were determined, ifthey
could, to make this irregular Eleétion ftaud, which fo muft of-
fended all, as well violentas tnoderateMen, thatthere arofe a2
Conjunétion of all Interefts,and of all Principles, which created
an Oppofition fo formidable, thatit wasnot to be refifted, and
fuch as, it.is hoped, there will never be the fame Qccafion
to fce again.—T'he Jufticeof the Caufe, and thie Confequénce
of its I{fue to the People, made Vien exert themfelves with an
uucomumon Spirit, and caufed them to appear in vat Nums
bers, and in very frequent Aflemblies, by which Men of all
Temipers became acquaintéd, whd would otherwife never have
known each other.—The moft warm andviolent confotted tos
rether, who, when they hdd cartied their Point, and found thé
> weets of Victory, (from akind of Turn natural to that Ordef -
of Mankind, and to Perfons of fuch a Difpofition) knew ng
longer how to confine themielves within their own proper
Sphere, and thought themfelves equally qualified and equally
entitled todireét the Nation, as to conduét their own Ele&ion,
Thus when the Moderate atid Wife, coutented with having done
their Duty,and carried the only Point with which they weré
intitled to interfere, retired peaceable to reap the Fruits of atl
Event,which produced many othet beneficial Confequences to
their Country : Zhefe, though z mere Handfzl, firengthening
them{elves with Numbers who had noRight to vote, and laying
holdof every Man they could draw in, flill continued to mains
tain the Shadow of their former Meetings. T hefe Perfons were
the firlt applied to by the Fuilion, and aflaming the Titlc of 4
namerous, powerful, and worthy Se of Men, who had lately
made fo grezt a Noifc in the World, under the Stile of the Indes
perndant Inhabitants of W eftminfter, were, in Conjunction with
proper Inftruments in the City of Lozdon, to take the Lead,
and to et the Example toall the other Cities and Corporations
of the Kingdom. T brovgh this Canal, thelce wasto be broken
to the People in general, and Inftruions were drawn up, in
twhich thiee or four were out of Form confulted, and which
about feurfrare out of 16,000 Ete&ors in Weftminfler, and 2weor
threéhundredont of 6600 Liverymen i Londos, fantificd with
their Approbation.—Thefe being publifhed in the printéd Pa<
perd, were, with Diligence and Expeditions fent into the Couns
wy, as the Senfe of this great Metropolis, to be thence
taken for thie Voiceof the whole People of Exgland ; and tot
& c#r, notwitiiftanding this Suggeftion; thet the People in tird
' : wouniry
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caﬁﬁh'y Would not fufficiently refent it, if their Re'préf‘cfif.i’
tives did not literally conform themfelves to this preterfdécl,.
Senfe of the whole good People of England; they publifhed a
Pamiphlet, to convince rhem, that it was the Duty of evefy,
Member of Parliament, to vote i every Initance as his Conftis
tuents fhould dire& himin the Houfe of Commons,—a T hing
in the highelt Degree abfurd, for sz is zhe conftant and allowed
Priwciple of omr Confitntion, that no Man, after be is chofen, 15
xo caigjzj:iér bimfelf as a Member for any particular Plate, but d.ff
& Reprefemrative for the whole Nazion. — without which there
eould neither be Freedom of Judgment; or Speech; without
which all Debate muft be entitely uaneceflaty, and withoug
which the Liegiflature would be torn with Faction, Nonfenfe;
and Contrariety of Interefts, to a degree of Cofifufion that mufk
deftroy all Government.—Hence it is that Parliaments have
never allowed the Right of Inftructing to lie in the People §
and it has accordingly been a Praétice, which introduced firfd
in the Times of the greaz Rebellion, hasnever been exercife
but in Times that threatned zbe fame Cosnfufion. | ,
~ Yet when thefe Inftructions appeared, they wete far from
alifwering the firft End of inducing all others to follow their
Example. Some few Corporations did it; but ho Endeavours of
the Fa&tion could extend it far: Nay, fome addreffed theif
Members; and particularly Briftol, the third City in the King=
dom, indire& Oppofitior to themi ; nor is it to be wondered at;
for the Infiru&tions from London were not only a direct and
fcurrilous Liibel upon the Adminiftration; but the moft fedicious
Intrumert, that ever was penn’d, and very little thort of Trea=
fon both againft the King and Conftitution. Thofe of #%/fi-
tninfler were lefs fruitful in petfonal Abufe, which they hinted
only, that they kept in Referve till they faw whether theit
Jdeas were complied with; in mahy other Refpecls they weng
&s far, and in fome, 2:z. with Refpect to the Conftitutiong
ftill farther than the City of Losdon jtlelf. P
The dittinguithed Points of thefe ever memorable Perfors
‘mances may be reduced to the following Heads, 1#, the 4-
$ufe of Perfons without the leat Referve or Decency: 24dlyy
The Place-Bill: 3dly, The Triesnial Law : arbly, Fufticeup=
‘on the Eatl of Orford: §:bly; Granting no Supplies till the
2d, 34, and 4#5 Points here menitioned were complied with,

§ Nowife'very one of thefe Points be duly confidered we ¢an
Beatno Liofs to difcover what their View was, and from what

Quatter their Inftruéions came,—With regard to the firft, as
¥ have obferved before,. zhe Abufe of Perfons yras the Fort af
the Faltion in all former Oppolition ; but as they werfe very
J Ll G 2 fenfiblg
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fenfible thatto anfwer any View by it, they mu®.carry it tos
reater' Excefs; and'to do it with greater Injuftice and Confi-
ence than was ever done before, it was very prudent to be
ableto quote for their Example, what they termed the Senfe of
the whole Nation.—As to the fecond Article, the Place-Bil,
they knew tio wife Government wonid think it prudent to
ftrengthen the popular Intereft in fuch a Time of Inflammation;
that therefore King, Lords and Commons would refufe to pafs
it, asthey had the more Reafon to do, a Bill of the fame Na-
ture very confiderable in its Confequences (though mifrepre-
fented grofly) having pafled in the laft Seflions. As to the
Triennial Law, they were fure that could not be obtained, be-
caufe they kuew there were notten Men {erioufly for it, in the
whole Parliament, and their moft flaming Patriots had declared
and voted againft it in the laft Seflions. " Asto what they called
Fuftice upon the Earl of Orford, they knew that they had al-
ready by their own Condué put it out of the Power of any
Set of Men to effec it; which was the Reafon thatin Truth
they infilted upon thefe threé lalt mentioned Points ; being
farefrom thence, though T'hings fell out the beft for this Na-
tion, and the'worft for them, never to want Ground and Pres
tence for Oppofition, and for a feeming Juftification of the
grand Point of all, the diftrefling of Government, by granting no
Meney to the Crowsn ; which without this Addrels and thefe
Arts, the People would have looked upon them, notas Pa-
triots, - but as ‘Monfters and Madmen, in the then critical
Sitaation of Affairs, to have oppofed, when zbe Ballance
Power, thatPoint with Jutice fo much favoured atall Times
by this Country, lay at an immediate Stake.
It was by thus heating the Minds of the People, and by fet-
ting them in a vain Difpute, that they endeavoured to brin
the Nation off from the true Scent, and to pave the Way for
the Revival of their Zory Principles again : — By inculcating
thefe popular Points, and fpreading a certain general Maxim
very fallaciouflyapplied, that Iz was of #0 Confequence what be=
came of the Libertses of Europe, if we did not firft fecure our Li-
“berties at Home, they difguifed their Attempts of deftroying
borh the oneand the other. ‘
Uhe Faction having now no means to gain upon the Reafon,
fought only to depend upon the Madnefs of the People, and
having laid a Foundation by zhefe Inftructions before men-
tioned, upon the firlt Opening of the Seflions, oppofed the Ad-
‘drefs to his Majefty in Return for his Speech from the Throne,
in which were enumerated feveral of thofe Advantages, which
- galled o loudly for the Gratitude of this Nation both to Ged %‘B‘;
PO T - e -]
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Mz but they difcovered no Temper of that kindto eizher &
Nay, as if the Senfe and Memory of all their Auditors had beent
totally loft, they difclaimed againft the prefent Staté of thingsy
as if equally bad and defperate, with that outof which we had
{o happily efcaped, retailing by rote the fame Imputations to
the prefent Conduét, and the fame Reflections upon the prefent
State of our Affairs, as they had learned of their I_}jeaders before,
when the Situation of the Affairs was totally thereverfe : Not-
withftanding the vifible Importance of convincing the World
abroad in this critical Conjunéture, (efpecially after the great
Confufion of this Country and the Change of the Miniftry)
that the Publick were united to fupport the Common Caule;
though itis well known, asanable Foreigner obferves, que [ur
2out depuis le Commencement de'ceSiecle, les Harangues des Reis
de la Grande Britagne a I’ pverture du Pariement font confideres
" commedes Efpeees d* Oracles tonchant la Sitnation generale des Af-
fairs de " Europe* :—And though whoeverhas travelled abroad
is fenfible how the Expe&ations of all Nations are raifed or de=
prefled according to the Sentiments exprefled from theT hrone,
and aceording to the Reception of the King’s Speechin the firft
Debate of Parliament ; it was in vain to reafon from hence,
that what gained Credit with all Nations, ought to meet with -
fome Refpeét athome.—T hat the Confequences of not corre-
fponding with the Sentiments of the Crown, muft either be
a Suggeltion of Falfhood in his Majefty, or of Ignorance or’
Madnefs in our felves ; thatin fuch a Situation this muft throw '
Things back again into all the firft Confufion—that any Cold~_ .
nefs exprefled in fuch an extraordinary Conjun&ure, muft con-
vince the World, that a fecond Revolution of our Admini-
firation was to follow,—that as the Confidence arifing in all
our natural Allies, and Deje&ion in our Enemies, proceeded
only from the Profpe& of the Change of Meafures confequen-
tial to it,both would infallibly be defeated by a Profpect of the
Difcontinuance of that Adminiftration.— T hat thele Refle&ti~
ons muft convert the Confidence of the ane into Defpair, the”
Deje@ion of the other into Confidence,—that this mult infalli-
~ bly inducetheKing of Sardiniatoliltento the [nvitations of Ad-
vantage thrown in his Way by Frasce and Spaiz; intimidate
the Duzch fromentering into Engagements with us ; compel the
Houfe of A#ftriato fubmit immediately to any T'erms which
Francefhouldimpofe, and irrecoverably facrifice all Europe to
ke cantoned out at the Will of that imperious Power ; induce
ijﬂia’and Saxony, whohad juft receded from that Confedera-

. * Romfiet. Vol. _III. {fol. 327. ?
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£y,to purfue newViews of Advantage to themfelves,at the Bgs
pence of that diftreffed Princefs ; facrificeall the Sums already
£xpended in this Caufe, and ftotally defeat all the Views, we
how foreafopably entertained, of reftoring the Balance of Pow-
er. In fine, that it would inevitably drive us back into the Steps
of thelalt Adminiftration, which even the Faiop ftill affe@ed
¥0 condemn and punifh.—All this had no Effet 3 thefe Argu-
Inents could have no Effet on Men, who had Views to which
*hey bore no Relation, and who, by their original Principles,
withed fecretly the very Thhing that others, by their Reafoning,
endeavoured to prevent; af laft the Senfe of the Houfe being
taken by a Divifion, itappeared, not lefs to the Amazement of'
_themfielves, than to that of all haneft Men, that fo many were
of their ewn Principles, o many defeated in their Expe&ations,
fo many fettered in Apprehenfions of the Popular Spirit of the
Time, the Hazard of their future Eléétions; the Fear of Perfo-
pal Abufe, the miltaken Shame of deferting what they called
their Party, (though they knew themin the wrong, and withed
tobe outof the Enchantmen t) fo many deluded by the fpecious
Pretence of imaginary or irremediable Grievances, and fo ma-
ny weak and deluded Men, that they were joined by a veryg
great Number. G el 5 Y |

_. This Degree of Suécefs clated them fo far, that they gavea
Vent to all their Rage and Malice againft every one, who had
differed from them in this Vote ;—painted it out to the Peoplein
every Colopur of Inconfiftency ;—they hadjtieated thofe, whag
acted with the former Adminiftration, for twenty Years ait,
without Mercy, as the greateft Villains for entertaining for &
Principle, that they Jboxld voze with their Party in @/l Queftions.
whatfeever, right or wrone, gnd that Part qalaé be no otherwife
mantained :Y et, asmuch as they had candemned this Principle
a little while before, they made no Scruple to adopt it now, and
for this fingle Vote, hranded every Man, who gaveit, atonce,
asaDeferter of the Caufe of his Country, exerting every low,
mean and infamous Axg, to injure, blacken, and defame him, .

" The Faiion now obferving, that they werg abetted, not only.
without Doors, but within, by a larger Body of People than
they could have at firft imagined, determined i the next In+
ftance, without Referve, to try how far that Delufion badexten
ded, and could fuppart them.—When therefore the Eftimateg
for the 16,000 Brizifb Troops in Flanders came to be confider~
ed, zheyoppofed, with the utmoft Vebemence,the granting the Sup~
FY forth:s Service, infifting wpon theiv being recalled bomc, and,
disbanded ;—and now they began to appear in their full Colour
the Men they were ; they not only trod in the Steps of ;h_cg PI‘E‘.‘:&
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deceflors inthe Reign of King Chartfes the Second, King Wil
.am, and Queen Anne,but they travelled that Pace, which nong
of them had gone before,—None bad ever {0 opeply avowed
he Views of Fiezwix_lg the whole Worldto the Mercy of Frances
No Eng'/hmap betore conld have dared to make a ropofition
gf this Nature, when our Armies were actually united in the
ield, and France bending its utmoft Force to the Ruin of our
moft potent and conftant Ally abroad.—Even inthat infamous
Scene inthe Reign of the Queen, they were contented, for the
firft Step, to agree to 3 Ceffation of Arms, and to {cparate
from their Allies :— T hey made a Peace, fuch as it was, before
they broughtback afingle Regiment ;—they had then the Pre-
genceof fome Conceflions from France. {mall as they were,
compared with the Advantages in our Power at that T'ime ta
have procared ;—they had the Plea of a dang erous Intereft
that the Generalacquired in the Army, and of ambitious Views,
in a great Subje&t, which a Princefs, the laft of her Race, had
po Ability to contend with ;—they had Pretences, from the im-
snenfe Sums which had been already expended upon the War,
and which People naturally wifhed to be eafed from, almolt
at any Rate ;—they had even {ome Shew of Confiftency in
their Conduét ; for they had been long at work to obftruét and
oppofe the Continuance of it.—But for thefe People, all Ap-=
pearance of Reafon and Confiftency was as reinote to juftity
them in what they did, astheir Defign was manifeft to ruin the
Interelt, to pervert the Principles, toinfult the Underftandings,
and abufe the Weaknels of their Countrymen.

We can never recur too often to this Point, that whoever
knows the Hiftory of this Government, carn judge of its Inte-
relts and its Dangers, muft know, that it has been, and muft
.ﬂer be, the conltant Principle of Politicks, by which this
Nation muft be ever goyerned.— T okeep down the Power of
the Houfe of Boxrbox, that if fhe now acquires ever fo little an
Addition to ity dm 125 Confejnences, she Trade, the Liberty, the
Religion, the Independency of this Nation, will be inevitably wi=
p’me-—ﬂat toprevent this Pouer from Encreafc, we muft [up-
port fome great Power on the Continent, capable o fiand for a
Time, tillConfedceracies mzzybf;farmedag.ainjf ber ;—that for A-
ges paft, and ftill at this Hour, 70 other Power is in azy D:gree e
gual (orcapable in any reafonable Profpecl of Timeto be made e-
gnal) to that T ask, but that of the Houfe of Auftria.—And that
;berefore 1hz Sumof allthe Politicks of this Nation is to [#[prr?,
ﬁ;q{lt,‘z: Myans in ong Powery the Honfe of Aullria. :

The
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_ The Nation has {o long feen the Force of thafe Maxims, has
fuffered fo much from our temporary Departure from them,
and infenfibly advanced into fo manifeft Danger, by every Re-
laxadon from thefe Principles, that there was not afingle Man,
who did not profefs them, and upon this was grounded that uni-
verfal Clamour againft the late Adminiftration. The Author of
that wor(t and molt malicious Libel that ever was publifhed,en-
entitled, 7he Cafe of the Hanover Troo 5, himfelf confefles, that
the univerfal Diffatisfaction of that T'ime was principally ow-
1ig to this weak, and, as he adds, wicked Condu& of our
Foreign Affairs, and Negleét of thefe Principles. I may fay
more, there was nota fingle Man of this Nation, who was not
fully coavinced, that they were true, though fome were forry
for their privateViews againt theGevernment, that they thould
be purfued, for no other Reafon, than that they knew them to
be true :—And therefore, upon the late Change of the Admini-
firation, it wasrefolved, by the almoft univerfal Senfe of the
“whole Nation, notwithitanding the firft impotent Attempt of
thefe Gentlemen to prevent it, that thefe 16,000 National
Troops thould be fent into Flanders —When this was done,
however, the Affairs of the Queen of Hungary had already pro-
videntially bégun to mend, by a fortunate Winter’s Campaign,
and our Spirits were a little raifed, by feeing her Ruin a little
protralted.—Yet it was then evident, that thefe 16,000 Men
were iar from being able alone to prevent that Ruin. Had the
Nation therefore been ripened enough into a fatal Diftradion,
nmuch more might have been zbex urged, with greater Plaufibili-
- ty,againit this fir(t Step, than again{t th- Continuance of it, after
It had been made —The Profpeé of being able to compofe an
Army, fufficientto a& again(t Frauce, was then in fome Degree
precarious and remote : It might have been, (as it has been fince)
urged, that this could only operate by way of a Diverfion ;—and
hardly that, becaufe the French could not fear Hoftilities from
fach an handtul of Men ;—yet, I fay, the Meafure was even
thenapproved by thealmoft univerfal Senfe of this Nation,—as
it was a Beginning, as it maintained the Faith of Treaties, as it
was a Pledge of the future Intentions of this Country, and a
Proof of eur Change of Politicks, and as it was a Root and a \
Foundation for other Troops to be gathered to, asT'imeor Incj~
dents, or the common Danger might induce ;—and as it was
conformible with ax effablilbed Rule of Politicks, that he that
ains Tiiney gains pvery thing.

T'he Senfe'therefore of thefe fundamental Principles induced,
in a manner, the whole Nation to be willing, ata time when,
‘two ofihe greatelt Powers in Germany were embarqued, and in

the
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the Field, in Conjun&ion with France, againft the Queen of .

Hungary,—ata Time, when Hanowver and the Dutch, were both. =

awed by agreat Fremch Army ; and when no certain or immedi=
ate Profpect appeared, of Affiftanceon any Side, but from the
Houfe of Savoyin Iraly,to adventure this Experimment, an Expes
riment of 6 or 700,0c0/. They thoughtevery thing was to be
tried in fuch Extremities, and no Expence to be confidered,
where the Trade, the Liberty, the Religion and Independency OF
this Nation, were vifibly at Stake. 327

How then could this fcandalous Oppofition tothe Continu-
ance of this Meafure be fwallowed by the Publick in"the very
next Year,when the Face of our Affairs was changedin fo won-
derful a manner in our Favour,when Pruffiaand Saxony had de-
fifted from being Enemies to the Houfe ot Auftria, when the
French Armies had been fo greatly diminifhed, when the Queen
of Hungary had almoft cleared her whole Dominions from the
Enemy, when the Duzch and Hawower Wereno longérawed
France, when inftead of a naked Body of 16,000 Men, by.the
Junétion of Heffians, Hanoverians and A#ftrians, we had aétual-
1y an Army colleéted inone Body of 50,000 Men : TheAnfwer
to this Queftion is eafily made, the Atdour of the Nation had,
by infamous Arts been converted into the Heat of a Faction;
Oppofition, which was before conduéted by #big Principles,
was now led by Incendiaries and Facobizes ; who neverdid, nor
ever will lead the People butto Meafures inconfiftent with their
Interefts and Safety. - '

But though the Wicked abound in this and in all other Coun-
tries, yet they are never numerous enough alone to attempt the
Ruin of their Country, they muft have a vaft Acceflion of the
Honeft toaflift them,and they muft impofe upon theirWeaknefs
to abet their Views ; they muft have fome Pretences'to prevail
upon them : —Let us now confider whatthefe Pretences were.

They firlt began tenderly to infinuate thatour firft Principles
of Policy however long maintain’d, were in themfelves errone-
ous ; and that confidering the former immenfe Expences of this
Nation, the little Fruit that we had reaped from them, and the

 Probability of being {till from Time to T'ime engaged in new
Quarrels, it was fit to be confidered, whether it was not pro-
per to enter upon a new Syftem that it was vifible we could
never make any Acquifitions upon the Continent to reimburfe
our Expences ; and that we therefore confumed ourfelves only
for the Benefit of other Powers ;.that our Navy was afufficient
Prote&ion for us againft the whole World ; that the regular
Troops, which thefe Views obliged us to paintain, would
‘ - ’ - oo - prove

=
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provethe Ruin of our Liberties ; and the vaft Taxes: produce
the Ruinof our Trade; fothat it was thrown out as a Doub
fit for the Nation to confider, whether it was not better to leave
the reft of the World to fhift for itfelf as well as it could, and to
entrench within our awn natural Boundaries, take our Chance,
~gnd defend ourfelves the beft we could. T'hey were obliged
to venture thus to fhake the eftablithed Principles that they
might afterwards debauch the Underftandings of the People,
in which they proceeded exactly upon the Plan of their Bros
ther Politicijans, the Fefwizs and the Church of Rome, who
begin all their Pralices on thofe they mean to feduce, bk
raifing Doubts as to the Fundamentals of their Faith,
which, when once departed ifrom, expofe theic unwary Pu-
?ils to be driven from one Point to_another, till they at lafk
¥efign their Senfes to their infiduous Guides ; thefe Political
Sedycers could not have failed to learn the Crafts of a Seg
of Pcople of whom they followed the Views, and like thofa
by whom they had been taught their Leflon; they applied
thefe Infinvations with great Caution at the firft, and only
upon fuch Objeéts as by the Weaknels of their Underftand
ings were too dull of Apprehenfion to deteét their Views,
and who by their Ignorance could not be able to know,
that thefe were the conftant Pra&ices of the Facobites, Eznes
?s‘e; of their Conntyy and Frieuds of Frauce upon all Qcea~

ions. |
There is always much Ignorance and much Weaknefs in the
Bulk of Mankind, fo that they were not long before they found
their Effeét in this fecret Magagement ; and they were further
flited by a certain Temper, which every thinking Man mulk
have obferved in human Nature of the lower Clafs, that they
felight in any thing that is #ew, and ip themaraeljpns : thefe Ré-
finements upon our Policy were firange tothem ; and they ad-
ired at the Sagacity of thole, who had flruck out thole new
gights s which they were proud to appear the Inventors of, orag

Jealt, to fhew their fuperior Judgment in comprehending as
foanas hinted, and to difplay this fuperior Sagacity, farther ins
culcated all thefe Do&rines, upon the common. eople, who
are always prone torelifh a Difcovery, which promifes 3 Res
duction of their T'axes, and of an Army.
- But alas! how fhaljow are the Underftandings of thefe Men,
who can beimpofed upon by this {uperficial Reafoning ? Can
the Wifdom of this Age entertain the Vanity to think, that theig
Anceltors have for feven hundred Years perfifted in an Error,
which the bright Genius of the enlightened Vulgar now have
gilgovered 1o be fuch? fhall every Goblerin his Stall priend 3
£ 3 NNOW=
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" Knpwledge of political Affairs, fapetior to that of the beft, tha
wifelt, the greateft Men of this and all former Ages, whony
gheir Education, and whole Turn of Life have adapted and des -
dicated wholly to the Study of Politicks and Geovernment g
What ridiculeus Vanity is this ? and what Folly, to_imagine
that Men, who haveno Intereft in the State, butthe Protits of
their daily Labour, fhould be more anxjous for the Well-being
of their Country, than thofe who have vait Propertigs to take
Care of ; who really feel the Burthens, whichare but imaginas
ty upon the reft (becaufe in the Nature of things they cait off
_the Lioad of all publick Charges. from themfelves upon the
Rich, by an‘Advance both in the Price of theit Commodities
and Labour,) and whoalone {uftain all the 1 axes of the Nati=
en? Whofe Lands are faddled dire@ly or indireétly with the
whole Expence ; who, if Ruin falls upon their Gountry mult,
by Forfeitures and Cont feations lofe their Eftates, their zritles,
and perhaps their Lives, while thefe, living by the natural Oc=
caiions ot all Mankind, muft flill be neceffary to every State,
gransform it how you will, muft e from that Neceflity prefers
ved, and carry with them, throughall Difafters of their Couns=
Ey, a certain Méghod of Subfiftence. Shall this Order of the
eople, from the falfe Oratory, and Declamations of afew fe=
ditious Lieaders, be perfuaded to oppofe their new-fangled Sen=
iments to fuch Mej as thefe, prefume to fetup for Leaders of
Potitical Opinions, and by a'few Injtances of temporary Nes
gleét in great Men, (warped perhaps ol fome Occalions from
their Duty totheir Country, bythe Allurements of great Offi
ces inthe State,~~or mifled into the Support of wrong Mea=

fures for a time) be carried away, to think their Affairs more
&e under the Direction of Men of defperate Fortunes, low

uk, and even 'of the very Commenality themielves ;—o#
becaufe all the Inftances of frantick Managementin Princes,
have been colleéted together, to make a Bundle of Infamy a+
gainft Government by Monarchy, and to expofe the Errors
and Wickednets-af fome crowned Headg ;—are they to cons
¢lude from urefe partial Informations, that Monarchy is na
longer to be endured, or trufted with any Degree of Power,
however legally entitled to it by the Conftitution of their Coun=
try ! —and that neither the Pripce, who derives his Glory
grom the Greatnefs of his People, his Security and Affluencg
from their Profperity, nor the Nobility, whofe Titles and Efs
fates depend upon the fame Source, are proper Judges of the
fntereft of the Publick, while they deem themfelves the only

kuowing, wife, and honeft Politicians of the Werlé.
| Again,
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* " Again,~Will this Nation be feduced to fiich a Point as not
‘tofee, thatneither this, nor any other in the World can ftand a-
lone, and without Allies ? —T hat Maritime Power is precari=
ous,neceflarily divided often,and capable of changing from one
«State to another, when proteted only by itfelf.—That when
the Romans gained the univerfal Empire on the Continent
though much in alower Condition in their Marine than France
now is, the Carthaginians, the only State in the World then po-
teatin this refpeét, were in the End defltroyed.—That we our-~
felves only by one fortunate Defeat ruined the Naval Force of
Spain in 1588, and acquir’d the Dominion of the Sea—That e-
very People almoft in Exrope, now have fome degree of Pow-
er upon that Element, and that a little Acceffion of Influence to
France, muft put her ina Condition to compel that whole col-
lefted Power to contend with ours,—that fhe might, with «/iz=
#le Extent of her Barrier, and Arrondiffement of her Dominions,
feduce half of her Armies, and employ halfof her Revenues ta
encreafe her Fleets.—That the Experience of all our Hiftories: .
fhews, that the utmoft Care of the moft numerous Squadrons,
* €annot fecure us againft being infulted, nay, even aftually inva~
ded ;—and that fuch Invafions have never failed to put us tor
great Expence, and have always given us great Alarms, and
Tometimes proved fuccefsful: ‘that we have rarely wanted a.
Fa&ion, atany Time, to back and to abett Attempts of this na~
ture j nor that, from the natuge of our Government, we ever
fhall,—and that when they were thus backed, and thus abetted,
thcy hardly ever failed of their Defign.—T he very Govern~
ment, and Monarchy and Conftitution of this Country, owe
their Origin to thefe Invafions ;—not to fpeak of the Romans,
whofe Conquefls are very remote, the Saxons conquered this
Hland from the Brizons, by their Fleets ; the Empite of the Sax-
oz;, who, in Proportion to thofe T'imes, had very confiderable
Naval Forces, was, for a time entirely overthrown by the
Danes ;—and {carce had the Saxons recovered their Graund,
but that the Norman Invafion compleated all, and made an en-
tire Conqueft of this Nation.—From that T'ime forward is it
- forgot how we have fuffered by Defcents from France ; how
the Contentions for private Titles were perpetually carried
on, to the Perturbation of our State ; how frequently eve-
ry Party fucceeded in their' Turn: how mnear the Spaniards,
as I have before obferved, came to make a Province of
this Ifland; how the Revolution, in the Memory of thofe
now living fucceeded, in fpight of all the Vigilance of Go-
verment, ‘how -/ R E-L A N D was upon, the very Point
of being loft; how the Fresch invaded, and retreéated thence

with*fmpunity ; how, fince that Time, many Defcentst::;z:
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fakén Effc& ; when our Navy was in ifs Zenith, afid
thofe of other Powers at their loweft Ebb; —how vaita Num=
ber of our Ships have been found infufficient to an{wer all out
feveral Purpoles of Defence, of Trade, the Annoyance of oug
Enemies, and Proteétion of our own Coalt; againft one incon-
fiderable Enemy, and one hollow Friend ? — If we have not
‘forgot all this,—wemuit be mad, to think, that, atany T'ime,
or in any Situation, this Nation can, with Security,alone con
fide in their Naval Force, much lefs when the reft of Exrope
fhould be reduced to the dread of, orto a provincial De=
endance upon a great Empire, withinthree Hours {ail of fome
Bart of our Dominions, and within tenof our Capital itfelf. . ¢
Will this Nation, however careful of its Liberty at Home,
out of a remote and, honeltly fpeaking, littie to be dreaded Dan-
ger of the Influence of a fmall Military Force, expofeitfelf to
thofe Infults, which muft deftroy all Peace and Quiet, interrupt
all Commerce, and may, uponevery T'urn, ruin the publick
Credit of this Country, which gives Life to every Thing, in
which we find either Profitor Security at Home : —But much
more fhall this Nation, from thefe imaginary Dangers, bemad
enough to disband her Armies in the Time of a&tual War, and
run headlong into the manifeft, immediate and certain Dangers
of a Foreign Yoke ?— Are wetoput ourfelves to immediate
Death for fearof dying hereafter ?— What Follyisit, (out of
a magnified Mifreprefentation of Diftrefles, imaginary, and
falfely pretended, Decay of Trade, or Suggeftions of Poverty
in the midft ofimmenfe Opulency, greater thaneither we orany
other State in E#rope ever yet enjoyed,) to refufe Succour to
thofe Allies, whofe Standing Armies awe that Power, which,
when once unreftrained by them, cannever poflibly be refilted,
,but by fuch Standing Arinies at Home,as would indeed be ruin-
nous both to Tradeand Liberty. By thefe occafionaland tem-
porary Expences; we fecure the future and conftant Affiftance,
‘and avail ourfelves of the Benefit of Standing Armies of nume~
rous and potent Nations, which anfwer, upon any Emergency
abroad, that Want, which we otherwife fhould have of themat
‘home,and without whichourCountry would infallibly, fooner
‘or later, be the Seat of War, —without which our Inhabitants,
_inftead of Manufa&urers, muft univerfally become Soldiers,—
‘and our Battles be fought within our own Bowels, and by our
_own Countrymen, inftead of being fonght in the Countries of
.our Enemies, and tothe Depopulation of other Nations.—No
Expence can be too great to fecure us thefe Advantages, or to
preferve us from thefe Evils,—and to pretend, that the Benefits
- of our Situation are to be carried further than this, or tobe fecur-
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&d by atiy othierMeaiis in the prefent Staté dtid Politicks of aif

he Powers on the Continent, isa Prefamptionupon the Goodd

hefs and Felicity permitted us by Providence, and 4 Nonfenfo
that will deftroyitall. S5 :

However evident this Reafoning 1s, yet its cohttaty met withi
Advo'c'ates, and enlarged zheir Botzom ; but, broad as they af-
fefted to call it, and broad, asit really became, by the Folly and
Paffion, and Ferment of the Time, the Foundation, upon
Which it was built, was too bad to admit it to ftand withour it
Was yet much broader, to which End they employed theit
Sopheftry, upon the Head of out T'roops ifi Flanders, ftill much
farther. "Thisthey urged in the Debate of that Day; but afters
Wards, according to their Cuftom, retailed among the Peopleg
in a Pamphlet, intitled, The Queftion flated with regard to ouy
Army in Flanders. Atthe Clofe of which, they fummed up
all their Argurherit; corteéted by the Debate, inlarged by the
Colletion of the varions Reafonings of their Orators, and re=
duced by Leifure; intothe Method beft adapted to impofe upon
the Publick. ' ‘

Thefe Reafoiis trere dtawn into the Fori of Queftiong
molt falfely and fallacioufly compofed, and as falfely aud fal-
lacioufly anfwered by themfelves, which I fhall take the Li<
berty toarifwer in a different Manner. By 3

T'he firlt Queftion was in thefe Words 3 14, Why, with one

ar upon your Hands, will you draw yourfelves into another?

2dly, Why will you make yourfelves Principa’s in aWar, in
which you ought only to be Auxiliaries ? 341 (B30 ST
3dly, Why do you run yourfelves into Expences you éan’t
bear, into Difficuities you will find it fo hard, if not impoffible
togetoutof, into Inconveniencies you fee no End of, Purfaits
Where there is nothing to gain, and Struggles in whieh you have
fomuchtolofe? - _ | L O3 dhod I8
4¢bly, Why, if the Qtieen of Hungary is tobe farther affifted,
doyou, inftead of fending her Money, which might affift he,
expend treble the Money the would be thankful for in raifing
Forcesthat can’c affift her ? i | '
.. stbly, Why did you difluade the Queen of Hungary from
Jitening to all Offers of Accommodation the laft Summier, and
particularly at the Siege of Prague? Why did you endeavour to
preventheraceepting the T'erms propofed of reciprocal Eva-
~euation of Bobenzia and Bavaria, leavin g other Claims and Pre-
tentions to futurc Negotiations and civit Decifion, which is the
End they muft cometo, unlefs thefe Squables laft for ever ? :
6254y, Why did you embarque in this Meafure, without the
Jun&ion, Conflent, Approbation, or even Participation of
Holland - wblys
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Sehly, Why have you alone taken upon you the Ha‘z;’r&;, Bupd
thens and Expences of a Scheme, which all the Powers of Eas
yope combined, would not perhaps be able to execute, an
ivhich no Powerit-Exrope will aflift you in?

Thefe Queftions are, by the Cotifeflion of the Authcr, who
was known to be a capital XNrite:, the Subftance of allthey had
ko ofter upon this Head,—and we fhall now come to fhew thelf
Am{y Texture; ~— they are intended to pafs as fo many folid
Fa&ls, attended with fo many irrefragable Reafofis, how much
they differ, fromeither Fa& or Reafon, appear by the follows
ing Refleétions. , :

As to the firft Qheftion, wWe entered into the fecond War
becaufe we wetebound by the ftrongeft Ties of Treaty an
publick Faith todo it :—becaufe the firft War could never have
been brought to a happy Conclufion withoutit ; =— becaufe thé
fecond Ettemy fupported the firft ;—becaufe the fecond Powery
without entering avowedly into that War, fupplied; encou=
raged, and fomented the Difference between us and the firft §
and becaule there is more Safety inan open Enemy, -thanin@
fa1{eFtiend : ~becaufe theViews of the firft and fecond Enemy
roincided with each other ;—and becaufe we were certain, that
the fecond Enemy would have joined the firt, with her wholg
and an irrefiftibleForce,when fhe had finithed her Work in Geré
many, and that then we fhould have had to deal with both thef@
Powers,«without ahy one Ally in the World, — whereas, by
joining -againit the fecond, we were able tO a& in Cons
junétion with fome of the gtedtelt Powers in Enrope, and 2
Yeafonable Expeétation of the Aid of more : —becaufe the rafh
Attempts of the fir(t Power, partly to gratify herown wild Amns=
bition, and partly to affift the Plan of the fecond, had afforded
s the Meaus, if we engaged againft the fecond, of ruining
the Armies of the firlt, of confining her T leets from any Poflibis
1ity of doing us any Harm, and in fine,of difappointing her moft
fivourite V iews, of exhaufting her Revenues, and of throwing
her Government into Confufion in one Csmpaign, more thaf
%{rany other way of waging War with her to the End of the
AW orld.—All this could be only done, when we had the oné
AWV ar upon our Hands, by engaging iu the other.

As zothe fecond %z{_e on, it will fcarce admit of ahy An~
fwer, becdufethe Aflertion itimplics is ablolutely and notori-
bufly falfe in Fa&, for wehave hitherto not been Principals in
this War in any Senfe whatevér :° We have alted onlyas Auxi~
tiaries to the Houfe of Anfiria. __ And this it feems I need not
take the Painisto juflify, fince inacting as Auxiliaries, weare
by Gonfefflion of this Auther onty W hat we oughttobe. i hl
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< The #hird Queflion. contains a complicated Charge, to which
Jhall ditinéfly anfwer : 1, Itis as happily as it is palpably.
N, zhat the Expences, into whichwe are tnvolved, are [uch as
we cannot bear. I ortothe heavy Difappointment of the Ene-
mies of this Country, the great Supplies of the laflt Year have
been raifed upon Terms as low, notwithftanding ail the Arts of
monied Men, and all the Terrors fcattered by the kaction, as
they ever were in Times of the mofl profound Peace, while
the Enemy, we are engaged with, cannot raife the Sums he
Mants, .attwice the Rate of Intereft we Pay: 2. As zo the Dif-
Jicnlties,which are foretold to be [0 hard and impo/fible to get ont of,
itisnow vifible, that by the Steadinefs of this Parliament, and
the. Blefling of God upon our Arms, we have already proved
the Faionto belying Prophets, and what has already happen-
ed, fufficiently promifes us a full Dete&ion of the Falfity of
€very one of their Prediions: 3. Asrorhe Iuconveniencies we
fee o End of iz, it is undoubtedly true, that no human Reafon
can prefcribe an exaé Period to any War, the Inconveniencies
of which muft laft till fuch War is determined ; butif this be
an Objeétion, itis fuch a one, as muft make againft engaging
inany War, however juft or neceffary, inany Countryor Con-
junétion whatfoever: 4. Weare charged wizh Purfusts, where
there is xo thing togain, and Straggles, inwhichwe have fomuch
#0 lofe.—But can thefe Men pafs for Patriots upon the Publick,
who fay, we have nothing togain, by reftoring that faithful Ally,
which is alone able to item the Ambition of the French Mo-
narch, the implacableand ever dangerous Enemy of this Coun-
try ? or can they be thought to have either common Senfe of
Honefty, who contend, that we fhould lie by in T'ime of fuch
Danger? —hen are Men 2o Sfiruggle,but whenthey bave (o much
2o lofe, as the Trade, the Independency, the Re/ggian, -and the
Freedom of their C ountry? ,
7 e fourth Queftion demands, why we did not affift the Queen
of Hungary wizh Money only? 1 caiinot but obferve, that this
Queftion,confidering theT endency of their Sformer Infinuations,
is a little unneceflary, unlefs they doubted of the Weight they
might have upon the Publick ;—for the general T'urn of their
Difcourfe hasbeen, thatitis vain to affif} her, either with Men
or Money.—Ingood Truth, ifthe Subje& were not of too fe~
riousaNature, it would be impoflible not to laugh atthe mifera~-
ble Shifts they have been put to, to defend their wretchedCaufe.
WheneveranyMan of Senfe and Knowledge kept them clofe in
Argument, urged theFaith of T'reaties,theDanger of France, the
Ruin ofthe Balance, the Cafe of theEarl of Orford (cenfured by
themfelyes for negle&ing thefe Confiderations, ) they confcﬁ’:lcf
3o g
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all this, and denied, that they oppofed it; they faid, that they
agreed in the Neceffity of aflifting the Houfe of Aufiria, and
that they differed only in the Means; yet, if ever they could
faften upon any weak, ignorant, cr ill-difpofed Perfon in private
Converfation, it was their whole Labour to convince him of
the Danger, impracticability, and Inutility of doing it at all.
This. was the Topick upon which their Tools and Emifiaries
were inftruéed conftantly to entertain the People,--nay, they :
came at laft to talk publickly in Parliament in the fame’ dif=
ingenuous manner, and with the fame  Inconfiftency.-- It
will not be foon forgot, and in what Manner, how" in the
Debate of this very Point, their moft eminent Dire&tors
argued, fome grounding their Harangues upon this “pofition,
that#the late Succefs of the Houfe of Auffria had reduced
France fo low, that fhe could not carry on the War with
any Profpe& of Succefs; that the Queen of Hungary might
therefore make a fafe and honourable Peace; and that to fup-
port her any longer would be to abet her in a War of Acquifi-
tion and Ambition, with which we ought to have no Concern 3
others declaiming upon this direét centrary Principle, that the
Houfe of Auftria was now reduced fo low, that fhe could never
more be looked upon as a proper Power to be maintained for the
Support of the Ballance againft France, and that confequently,
the Expence of affifting the Queen of Hungary in this View was
fruitlefs and deftru@ive, and tending only to encourage ber in
the Purfuit, and to plunge ourfelves into the Certainty of more
immediate Ruin. It is unneceflary to make any Remarks upon
the Difference of the Premifes; itis enough, that the Conclu-
Gon was the fame from both. This kind of Reafoning there-
fore, as I have already obferved, feems to have rendered this
Queftion (why we did nat affift the Queen of Hungary with Mo~
ney only of little Importance) becaufe, according to the Doctrine
we have mentioned, the proper Queftion fhould have rather
been, Why do we affift the Queen of Hungary in any way what-
foever 2._However, .we fhall follow our Gentlemen for the
prefent in their own Way,--and anfwer firft, becaufe, though
fhe might have becn thankful for a third Part of the Moneyy
which eur T roops coft us, as any Power in her late deplorable
Circamitarices would have been, it was not her Thanks, but ber
Prefervation fromimmediate Ruin, it was not ber Gratitude, but
the Recovery of her Pawer, to ballance France, which it was
our Bufinefs to procure; it muft have been an Aid that would
be effeftual, or we fhould have left her worfe than we found'
her., Now this Infinuation,'that a Pecuniary Aid would have
been alone effeétual, is far from being true, though the whole
Money, which our Armiescoft us, had been remitted to Viennd.
H --Fifﬂ‘, |



of it returned; it would have therefore been impra&icable to
have continued this Expence for any time : Whereas, by Ex-
perience of the laft War, it was manifeft, that Very near two-
thirds of the Charge of the Armies we maintained within a

nearer Diftance of this Country returned to us again 3 and

we have had a Proof that we can fupporta War in this Method

without any vaft Diminution of oyr Specie. 2dly, Becaufe fuch

immenfe Sums muft, from the Nature of that Court, have been

much wafted or confumed; but however applied, could

not (o conveniently have anfwered our Ends, becaufe we fhould

have loft the Advantage of a Diverfion to the Forces of France,
which is a Meafure of the greateft Benefit in War: 3dly, Be-

caufe we thould have loft the Advantage that refulted from the

Security of the Barrier, from the Encouragement of the Dutch,
from the Prote@ion of the States and Circles lying upon the

Confines of France, and the Influence we have fince manifeftly

gained upon the Diet of the Empire. 42hly, Becaufe no other

Meafure could have put it in our Power to attack and penetrate

into France itfelf, if God fhould profper our Arms with any re-

markable Succefs, that by this apprehenfion the Flower of her

Armies have been confequently retained at home,and fhe mere

likely to be brought to Terms of reafonable Accommodation,
5thly, Thatby this means we availed ourfelves of two greatPoints 3
firft, of the Cavalry of the Allies, which is the beft in Europe,
and muft have been for the greateft Part unemployed in this
Quarrel, if the War had not been carried on in this manner ;
and, f{econdly, of the natural Superiority which Confederated
Powers have over a fingle Nation, and what was our manifeft
Advantage in the laft War, viz, that the Lofs of Men on our
Part will fall more equally, and will be lefs felt 5 while the whole
Lofs of France falls upon her own Nation, from whence alone
fhe is able to recruit; which Circumftance, all other things fup-
pofed to he aqual, muft enable the Queen of Hungary to fuftain
the War longer, and with lefs Inconvenience than the French
--For whatever the V ulgar have been taught to think, the Au-
ftrian Dominions are by no means inexhauftible of Men ;--tho’
the French have fuffered more, yet the Auffrians have loft a
great Number, and it is a certain F adt, that France alone con-
tains more Inhabitants than all the Countries of the Queen of
Haungary put together.--As to the laft Aflertion, that we have
ratfed Forces that can’t affift ber, it was founded upon an infa-
mous, wicked and abominable Falthood, That the Troops, with
whom they alted in Conjuction, could not, nor would noty march
an the Empire, now as fully laid open, and difproved in every
Refpc&,
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Refpe&, as was impudently and malicioufly maintained.--In fine
A full Anfwer to all this Ribaldry is contained in one Word
Dettingen, which, had they their Deferts, fhould be branded in
the Forehead of every Member of the Faction. :
The fifth Queftion is grounded upon and conveys the Afler-
tion of a Fa&, which to this Hour they cannot tell whether itbe
true or falfe ; that we diffuaded the Queen of Hungary from
liftning to all Offers of Accomodation, the laff Summer, particu-
larly at the Siege of Prague, &c. To this I reply only, that if
we did it we did wifely. None but Politicians, fuch as thefe,
would have confented to a Ceffation of Arms ; (for thefe Offers
of Accommodation in effe& amounted tono more) the onlyView
of which was toprevent the Ruin of 30,000 Regular Troops of
France, and all the ill Confequences the fuffered in the enfuing
Campaign, Let us farther fee upon what Terms =0V hy you
the Queen of Hungary, are Miftrefs of Bavaria, whichwe can=
not recover 3 we, the French, are Maffers of half Bohemia,
which we cannot keep 3 give us therefore up Bavaria, and you fhail
have Bohemia, faving only to the Emperor our Ally, (that is to
Jay, both to us and bim, a fufficient Pretence to attack you again
immediately, when we bave got out of our prefent Scrape, with
an additional Force) his Pretenfions to all your Dominions, the
prefent Poffeffion of Part of Bobemia, and the Town of Egra,
avhich is the Key to the wholes giving up moreover to him your In-
tereft in Swabia,(which is little lefs than the third Part of that
Circle, and has, by the Number of its Vites, the fame kind of Influ-
ence in the Diet of the Empire, as Cornwallin the Britith Parlia-
ment ;) together with the Foseft Towns, (which as foon as you have
parted with,your ancient and permanent Alliance with theSwifs, by
awhich they are tied never toaétin any Capacity as E nemies againft
you, will be diffolved ;) then will we deliver up the City of Prague
into your Hands.~=No, that this City of Prague (out of which
10,000 of 30,000 that were there, and their beft Cavalry a Part
of that Number, never lived te return, which did not long af-
ter, and was then every Day expeéted to fall into the dufirian
Hands,) was all-that the Queen of Hungary could have gained
by this Ceffation, is too vifible to be denied ; and it is therefore
no Wonder that fhe was fo obftinate as fhe is reprefented by
the Faétion'y the wasnot inclined to truft to a new Capitula-
tion with that very Bedy of T'roops, who had they not, contrary
to all military Faith and Rules of War broke a Capitulation,
by which they faved their Livesat Liniz a few Months before,
could not have been at Prague in that Conjunilure to have
demanded a fecond Opportunity to abufe the Mercy of this
generous Princefs.  Yet, fhortly after, it was madea Pretence
- 2 . againft
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againt her for not accepting thefe abfurd Terms, The Fa&tion
abufed her for it, and proclaimed that fhe no longer merited our
Affiftance, that fhe was vindi&ive and ambitious, and that fhe
had changed the Nature of the War, that it was now become
offenfive inftead ot defenfive on her Part 5 that fhe deferved te
perifh for her Folly, and our Minifters to be hang’d for advifing
ber to it:--To what ?-.Not to truft to the infidious Offers, tothe
Faith of that perfidious Power, Offers, that gave no Aflurance
of any Accommodation ; Offers plainly calculated to enable her
Enemies to fall upon her immediately after, with redoubled
Force, tending only to deprive her of the happy Opportunity,
which God had prefented, to give the greateft Blow to France,
that was ever given to her in one Campaign ; Offers 10 bribe her
by an Advantage, which was, in Faity already in ber Hands,--
to be guaranty'd to hery by the Honour and Honefly of France,--
confirmed by the additional Power of ber releafed Army, and fecu-
red by the Rejervation of the Emperor’s Title to all her Dominions,
which the Emperor bas, by his Memorials, fince avawed to be his
Fntention never to have departed from. T he Acceptance of fuch
Offers may be advifed by Facobite Counfellors, and abetted by
inconfiderate and never-to-be-blinded Tories; but no honeft
Englifbman can bear fuch flagrant and manifeft Difcovery of a
Confederacy in this Country to promote the Views of France
or fuffer himfelf by any Pretence to affift in the Advancement
of fucha Party into the Adminiftration of Affairs, as could re-
commend it to be done.

Indeed thefe Endeavours to prevent us from availing ourfelves
of every Advantage againft France, thefe outrageous Attempts
to prejudice our People againft their natural Allies, this heaving
with fuch exceflive and unnatural Efforts againft the Principles
of Reafon, Safety and Juftice ; all this puts it out of our Power,
to deal more gently with thefe Men.

QOur Minifters therefore acted honeftly and wifely (if they did
give the contrary Advice) and unlefs they bhad been of the
Principles of that Fac?ion, which abandoned the Catalonians,
mace the feparate Peace of Utrecht, facrificed their Allies, and
all the Advantages of the late War, the Glory, Intereft and good
Faith of this Nation ; and unlefs they had entertained the fame
View, the Prefervation of the Houfe of Bourbon, for the Service
of the Pretender, they could have given no other. If this
Step had not been taken, by this Time indeed we fhould not
have had an Army in Flanders, nor woald there have been
- a fingle Army in Europe, that could-have ventured to have op-

pofed the Views of France ; the Queen of Hungary, attacked
by the collected Force of France, would bave clearly underflood

i : what
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what were meant by the future Negociationss and the civil Deci-

fion then propofed to her ; {he muft have fubmitted long e'er

now to the Will of that celentlefs Power ; and we thould have
had all our Thoughts turned vainly, and without Effect to exe-
cute the pleafant Scheme of thefe wife and honeft Patriots, that
of entrenching ourfclves in our Ifland againft the united Power
of France and Spain ; how long it had been before thefe En-
trenchments had been forced, every knowing Man can eafily
{ee and underftand.

T he next Queftion is, 77hy did yeu embark in this Meafure
aithout the Funétion, Confent, Approbation, or even Participation,
of Holland.--This Way of infinuating Falfhoods withan /f; and
in this Manner, has the fame Effz& upon the People, as fo many
certain Fa&s, and give thefe Men the Opportunity, when the
Infinuation is proved falfe, either by the Reafon of their Ad-
verfaries, or the Event of Things, to fay they only fuggefled
what feemed to them the Cafe, and that they never pofitively
aflerted thefe Things.--Butas they have all the Effeét of pofitive
Affertions, and as they reafon upen them always, as if they
were to be taken forgranted, and for fo many undeniable T ruths,
we have no other way to treat them, but to take them on our
Part,as the People are intended to take them on theirs.--Thefe
Affertions therefore areall of them cicher falfe, or fallacious, but
if ever fo true, the Meafure was fuch as the whole People (for

“the Reafons I have mentioned, when I firft entered upon this

Head) with all its Inconveniencies, and thefe great Uncertain-
ties, thought themfelves reduced to an abfolute Neceffity, by

way of Experiment to undertake.--That we did it without the
Participation of Holland, is 2 glaring Untruth, for itcannot be
foon forgot how our Minifters were ridiculed by the Faction,
for the prefling Inftances we made in Ehlland, to engage them
to join withus at that Time.--And that it was without their
Funétion, Confents or Approbation, 1S Very fallacious, becaufe
thefe Words convey an Idea, which is abfolutely falfe, that they
refufed to join at all, that they gave us reafon 10 believe that they
never would confent, and that they bad given us to-under/land, that
they condemned ourUndertaking.- W hereas the Faé was only this,
that they would net join in the Inftant that we firft defired,--
that they would not confenttill they found that they might depend
upon the Vigour and Stability of our Adminftration,--that they

- would not publickly approve of 2 Meafure,in which it was not

fafe for them to engage, till they faw a Force fufficient to pro-
teék them, and till they were convinced, that the Efforts of a
Faétion, which had betrayed them once before, were too weak

“todefeat its Effe@, and to leave them, as they did formerly, at

H 3 the
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the Mercy of the French.--T hefe appear to have been their only
Reafons.--This we knew at that Time by the Aflurances of

their Miniftry to ours ;--this the French then equally underftood
(as any Man may fee by Van Haey’s Letters 5 (and this is now

to effect their ftill more wicked Defigns, and that there may be
a Neceflity, in fome Conjun&ures, to repofe a Confidence in the
Abilities, Integrity, and Intelligence of trofe who dire& theic
Affairs,

‘T'he feventh Queftion aflerts three monftrous FaQs, equally
falfe, and equally tending the Ruin of our Country =<1ft, That
we have taken upon us alpne the HazardsyBurthens and Expences
of this Scheme 3 that is,0f preventing France from beingMiftrefs
of all Europe :-=2dly, That all the Powers in Europe combined
would not be able (perhaps) t execute this Scheme :--3dly, That
%o Power in Europe wij/ affaft us in i,

Iam already wearied, and-it is impoffible to find Variety of
Terms to exprefs the Iniquity of the Condu& of thele Men.--All
their Affertions are fo exadtly correfpondent witheach other, that
the fame Epithets muft be perpetually repeated, when we refle@
upon them; yet it is impoffible for honeft Men to let fuch Ad-
vances pafs unanfwered,-- W hat Impudence can be fo great
as this, to fay, that England alone has taken upon itfelf the Haz-

ards, Burthens, and Expengesof this War ?--The Houfe of Ax-

Striz has now in different Parts, and different Armies, no lefs

than 180,000 Men :--Under Prince Charles 63,000 ; under other
Generals in Germanyy employed in the Sieges or Blockades of
Egray Ingoldfiads, &c. 30,000;-~with the King of Sardinia and
Count Traun 2750003 in Flanders, and uponthe Rhine, 20,000 ;
in the Trentine, and the Tiroly and adjacent Parts of Bavaria,
155000 ; upon the Adriatict, reac%to fuccour, either the ltalian
Armies, or to be carried into the eapslitan Dominions by our
Fleets, 12,0003 and at leaft 13,000 Men in the -Garriﬁ)ns.of
Auftria, the different Parts of Bobemia, Hungary, Moravia,
Servia, Croatia, Sclavenia, Carinthia, Carniola, Stiria, and
other Provinces which, bordering upon the Tur#, can never be
totally left unfurnifhed ;--the King of Sardinia has above
40,000, and with his Militia above threefcore, which amounts
at leatt to Two hundred and Jorty thoufand Men, towards
Which we contributed no more than the Vote of 500,800 /.-~

“Can it then be faid, that we alone have Faken upon us
the Hazards, Burthens, and Expences of this Scheme, this

genuing



b il e i S e

(117)

genuine and s ncontrovertible State of our Confederacy, even at
the Time of this Debate, evinces better thanany Scheme of Ar-
gument or Words can do, the Falfity of every one of thefe three
‘A flertions.--That we bear the whole’ Expence--that it is impoffible
for all Europe combined 1o prevent France from becoming Mijtrefs
of the World.--and that we have no Allies--fo far untru€, that
ince the Acceffion of the Dutch, though as yet with nomore
than 28,000 Men, and his Majefty’s Quota for the Eleétorate
of Hanover, (bothwhichthe Faction impudently aflerted wewere
never to exped,) together with the Englifh, Heffians, and Ha~
noverians, inthe Britifp Pay, we have now in this Confede-
racy, and a&tually in the Field, little lefs than 320,000 of the
beft Troops in Europe, which is a greater Force than France
alone will be ever able to bring againft us, which {he cannot
maintain, and which, as her T'roops confift at prefent of the very
Reliques of her-exhaufted People, if they are once defeated, her
Country cannot recruit again. And we are farther morally fure,
fhould the War continue, of a much greater Affiftance from
other German States, certainly from: Ruffia, and not impoflibly
from even Saxonyand Pruffia. Sothat as our Affairs now ftand,
confidering the total Ruin of Bavaria, the Inability of Spain,
he immenfe Lofles and Expences of France, which have been
2l wafted to little Effect, the Security of the Turk, the deep
Refentments, and the Stake for which the Houfe of Auftria
now contend, the manifefted Perfidy and dete@ed Views of
France; weare ina much fairer Situation, if we avail ourfelves
‘of it, as we ought, to reduce France, than we cver were in any
Period of Time. The only Danger therefore to which we are
now expofed is from the Wickednefs of this Faction, and the
Levity and Folly of our own People, who may, by their in-
‘temperate Conduét and Impatience, induce our Minifters to ac-
gept of ‘ndifferent Terms from France, (though they know that
{he now lies in a manner atour Mercy,) rather than be com-
pelled after yet greater and more clear Advantages to facrifice ftill
a fairer Profpe&. Let me therefore adjure my Countrymen, by
a1l that they hold moft dear and facred, not to concur i ob-
ftru&ing and defeating thisglorieus Opportunity, which God has
thrown before us, whichif properly improved is the only likely
means to fecure us for Ages yet to Come, (moft certainly for
many Years,) againft all thofe Expences, that have been fo
long heavy on us 3 againft the Neceflity of thofe ftanding Ar-
mies, which are {0 odious ; and againft thofe Taxes which, by
the neceffary Methods of their Colle&ion, fo greatly, though
unavoidably, harrafs the People ; which create that Dependancy
_of which they are fojealous, and prevent the Diminution of
B H 4 that
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that Debt, which is at prefent fo great a Clog upon our Lands,
our Commerce and our Influence abroad.--The natural Con-
fequences of that Succefs, which it feems at this Time fo much
in our Power to enfure, will far more effetually fecure the
Conftitution of this Kingdom, than all the Paper Guards of po-
pular. Laws. . Thefe are but palliative and vain Remedies, if
carried too far, tend only to aggravate the Differences and Jea-
loufies between Prerogative and Privilege, and compel Govern-
ment to invent new Allies of a more fecret, and confequently

' the moft dangerous Nature to the Liberties of every Nation,
We have now done with our Refle¢tions on the Coudu@ of
the Facion upon this Head of the 16,000 T'roops in Flanders ;
and I hope with fome Advantage to the Publick, by the cleareft
Vindication of that Meafure, and by: the manifeft Dete®ion of
the Views of thofe, who oppofed it, and feduced the People to

. bedifcontented with it,  Wicked as their Condu& was in this,

I know not how to defcribe its dangerous Tendency with rela-
tion to the next Point, upon which they fhewed themfelyes,
"T'here are fome Crimes fo horrible, Defigns and Views fo in-
famous and fo pernicious, that they fecure themfelves from De-
tection by the Honefty of Mankind, whofe Ideas can fcarce
rife to the Sufpicion that Man fhould be guilty of them. Of
fuch a Nature was the Oppofition of this Faftion to the Quef-
tionof the Hanoverian T'roops.

In all the Courfe of the former Oppofition, (though norational
Man will attempt to excufe every paflionate Condu& of any
Party, )--yet being condu@ed by Men, who ever ftri&ly main-
tained their Affe&ion to the Royal Family upon the Throne,
who knew, that itsSecurity was the Security both of Liberty
and the Proteftant Religion ; it may be affirmed, that they ne-
ver endeavoured to poifon the Affe@ions of the People to the
Prince upon the T hrone.--It was the Minifter theyattackedonly,
and a Change of his Perfon, and his Meafures, as we have al-
ready obferved, were all that they encouraged the People to ex-
pect.--Had their Prince been guilty of any Errors, or fubje& to
any Infirmities to which human Nature isexpofed, as well upon
the Throne as in a Cottage, they would have thought it their
Duty to have covered and concealed them all, rather than have
hazarded one Grain of the AffeGions of the People to the Fa-
mily upon. the T hrone,--If any Thing of this kind ever efcap-
ed, (and very little of it did in that Oppofition,) it was the
fecret, and never-to-be-traced Venom of Facobites, who united
in their Party, and abufed the Liberty of the Prefs ; but for
any one of thofe Men who are new taken into the Govern-
ment, or who new a& with it, who were the Leaders oi; the

arty



(119)
“Party at that time, they neithier aed nor countenanced, nay
they kept down and deftroyed that Tendency wherever it aps
peared. -Their Oppofition was upon truc Whig Principles,
their Writings all tended to fix the People to thefe Principles,
and one of the Reafons why they encouraged the Spirit of Po-
pularity and Republicanifm, perhaps too far, was to divert the
‘People from a contrary and fatal Turn another way.-But the
Dregs of that Party, ftripped of their Leaders, gleaned of the
Whigs, by whom they are governed, are now fallen into the
Hands of Men, whofe Principles arc the very rever{e,--who
.labour to deftroy every Seed of Affection, or good Opinion in
the People, to the Royal Family. |

To render this defperate Defign” more praéticable, they had
thus begun to deftroy the Opinion of the People, as to the Ne-
ceffity of the War, and the Affiftance of the Houfe of Auftria,
in the manner we have feen, that they might (and it was impof-
fible to be done without it) with more effect infinuate, in due
time, the pernicious Belief, that it was a War engagea in
merely for the Intereftsof Hanover alone.

They fattered themfelves that the Time was now come.—
The Prefs fwarmed with. fuch treafonable Pamphlets, as were
never ventured, or ever known to be publifhed in any Age or

_Nation.--The King’s Perfon was in Ballads, and Libels at-
tacked with a licence, which never was taken, even in the
great Rebellion, when the King and the Nation were in atual
War upon each other. It was now afferted publickly, and in
Print, * That the Interefls of Britain had been flecred, ecver
fince the Acceffion of this family, by the rudder of Hanover.
_-vThat the Interefls of Great Britain bad been conflantly and
manifeftly facrificeds for many Years, tothat of the Eleltorate.~-
¢ That the Intere/tsof Hanover had been the Touchftone of all our
Meafures fince the Acceffion.--* That Great Britain had been bi-
therto firong and wigorous enough 1o bear up Hanover on its
Shoulders, and though now wafled and wearied out with the
_comtinued Fatigue, [be was Sl goaded on, as if already Jold toVaf~
fallage, and by Compulfion cbliged to per i/t in the ungreatful Drud-
-gery, without Hope of, or Title to, Redemption,--© and forced to
- fubmit to the Ignominy of becoming only a Money Province to that
“E lectorate -~ That nobody could or did indeed wonder at the Affec-
on his late Majefly expre/fed for bis Native Country, and nobody
blames the Tendernefs bis prejent Majefty preferves for it ! Both of

s Cafe of the Hanower Troops, fe!. 30. b The Interett of Ha-
 mower, fol, 19. ¢ l!:id. fol. 51, ¢ Cale of the Hanover1roops,
Jolgn, e Ihid. fo/. 83,

them
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them had their Beings and theirfirft Impreffions in it. Nor would

it be furprifing.- if the Succeffer fhould have Jome Preedilection for
the Meridian in which be was born and educated, but it is a ter-

7ible Doctrine, that of being a pecuniary Province to alittle State
upon the Continent, deftined only to bolfter up its Pride, Supply its
Indigence, and grarzﬁ its frivolous Ambition, to lavifh away, upon
a puny hopelefs flunted Child, the Nourifbment neceffary to fupport
2he healthy and thriving one.-=*Exhaufled and beggared as we are
already, a Servile Submi(fion, and the breaking and taming of the
true Englith Spirit, may poffibly be thought the next Thing necef-
Jary; in order to which, the Intereft and Influence of Hanover are
n0 longer now to be difguifed or concealed, but openly avowed as the
Rule of our Conduct, and the Spring of our Ations. =~ Lured by an
infatiable Thirft of Gain, in whatever Shape; in love with mili-
tary Spectacles, and to make a Soldier like Figure in the Field,
Hanover may proceed as far as a Marchyor a Counter-march
more- would be too much.--< Will you lofe the Affections, and ex-
bauf? the Strength of your Kingdom, for the Addition of a Bailliage
20 the Eleftorate.-~4 IWe have too much good Senfe to be fo impofed
upon, too much Spirit not to refent the very Attempt, and too much
Diferetion to beggar ourfelves for the fake of an Infant, which
bas been a Snare and a Curfe to us from the Beginning.--T his is
the venomous Stile, thefe are the very individual Words andLan-
guage of this deteftable Set of Men fet forth not only in their
Speeches, both within the Houfe and without, but publifhed in
the Face of Government, and to theWorld,delivered to the Peo-
ple as their Creed,inculcated as the Fundamentals of their Political
Faith. written by their moft eminent Men, avowed by them,
recommended and with amazing Induftry fpread through the
remoteft Corners of the united Kingdom. I have referred to
the Pamphlets themfelves, and to the Pages, that I may not be
accufed of Mifreprefentation ; (the Books are in every Man’s
Hands,) for they who are capable to affert this, are Bafe enough
to deny it when they have done it.

Let us now fee upon what Pretences, and upon what immi-
nent Danger, this Fire, Fury and Treafon, dared to avow
itlelf, toexpe@ Countenance of the People, or to efcape its Pu-
nifhment,--It was for this, and this alone, becaufe the Minifiers
bad taken16,000 Hanoverian Auxiliariesinto Britith Pay to ferve
in the Quarrel againft the Houfe of Bourbon, and to fupport the
Loufe of Auftria, Without which we have fo fully demonttrated
that it could not in that Conjun&ure have been fupported, or
the Ballance of Europe {aved from utter Ruin,

* Cafeof the Hanower Troops, fol. 54. » A Vindication of
the Cafe of the Hanover Troops, fol. 2q. ¢ Ibid. fol. 54.
“ Cafe of Hanover Troops; fol. 72. oL
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The Articles of Impeachment drawn up againft the King of
England, (for the Attack was now pufhed to the Foot of the
T hrone itfelf} were thefe :

1ft, That the King and bis Father, Elsftors of Hanover, baving
no Regard nor Paternal Affection to their Britith Dominions, bad
falfely and treachetoufly; 1o their Pesple of England betrayed their
Interefls, and by a corrupt Majority in Parliament, had facrificed
the Wealth, Treafurey Security, Liberty and Reputation of this
Country, by one continued Series of uninterrupted Meafures, to the
contemptible Intereft of their Hanoverian Dominicns.

2dly, That to give the finifhing Blow, to perfeét this long-la-
boured and indsfatigable Undertaking, and to gratify an Avarice
infatiable, bis prefent Majefly had bired 16,000 of his Hanove=
rians under a Pretext of compofing an Army of Auxiliaries for the
Service of the Houfe of Auftria,

3dly, Thatat the Time he did thisy * be was econvinced of
the Impraibility of raifing this Phantom of the Houfe of Auftcia
to be-again capable of ballancing the Houfe of Bourbon.

4thly; Thet at the fame Time,+->Fe knew too well, that it
is againft the Intereft of every Prince in Germany, and even of
the .King of Sardima bimfelf, that Juch an Event fhould take place.

« sthly, That he had done this saeWhen the Queen of Hun-
gary became not only I[ucc:f:fu! in ber own Enterprizes, but found
Means to difengage Pruflia and Saxony from France, nay, even
France herfelf became perplexed and entangled to fuch a Degree,
as to find berfelf obligedto gffer Terms to the Queen of Hungary,
Sfor the faving both ber Forces and her Honour.

6thly, ¢ That he had been guilty of a Condu #o the laft De-
greeimpolitick, tofay no worfe, not o advife that Princefs to at-
cept the Offers of France, (viz. to Jave both the Forces and Ho-
nour of France,) with which Terms, Pruffia, Saxony, and every
Prince in the Empire, but one, are fatisfied.

7thly, © That he had perfifted in this Scheme of hiring 16,000
of his Hanoverian Troops, though fromthe Moment that the Qucen
of Hungary rejected thefe Offirs, the Interefl, and (of courfe) the
Policy of the Dutch, was changed, the Dread of France, and its
being to be paid, at the Expence of thair Barrier, waslff.

8thly, That therefore he had violated the invariable Maxim
{i. e. the Maxim lzid-dewn by the Faétion to ferve the prefent
Purpofe) mever to enter into & Land Wary but when the Dutch
Barrier was in Danger : And that be knew wery well, becaufe

s Qafe of Hanower Troops, fol. 51.  °Ibid. fol. 5z, © Ibid.
fol. 49. d Ibid. fol. §3. e Ibid. fol. 49.
! the



(122 )

the Duteh ftood out, there was no real Neceffity for our medling
at all,

9thly, That he had done this, when he knew the Dutch would
zewr Join usy which it was evident they would noty becaufe they

ad not, .

10thly, That he had done this, though by the Laws of the
Empire, he knew that thefe Troops neither would oy ought to
march into Germany in Aid of the Queen of Hungary, and thy
be knew they could be of no Ufe to her in F landers, nor any where
elfe.

fl Lthly, ‘T hat he hath done all this congrary to the Senfe of
Parliament, and in a manner that vidated the Conflitution
and Privilege of Parliamens. .

"There are but three Inftances in al| the Hiftory of this Coun-
try, that Articles of this Nature have been brought by the Sub-
ject againtt the Prince, in the Reign of Edward the Second,
Richard the Second, and Charles the Firft; and in eVery one
of thefe it was by Parliament, and after the Prince was virtually
or a&tually depofed ; but fuch an Arraignment of any Prince,
while he fat upon his Throne, and had the Approbation of his
Parliament for every Meafure that he took, was never paralleled
in this or any other Country,

And when we confider, not only the malevolent and defpe-
rate Tendency of this Charge, how the Fa&s have been mif-
Teprefented, how the Events have thewn the Falfhood of almoft
every Article that is here Jaid down, and how obvious the An-
fwer is to every one of the reft ;. when we confider the Views
(to which they dire&ly led) of Ruin to the Peace and to the
Intereft of this Country both at home and abroad ;--who can
fay, that the Authors of this wicked Condu&t, who now ftile
themfelves by the gentle Term of Oppofition, are charged by too
harfh an Appellation, ‘when they -are proclaimed by the Name
and ‘Title of a Fastion, .

A Facttion they are and muft appear to every cool and honeft
Man the worft in their Defigns, the moft daring in their A¢-
tempts on Government, and the leaft warranted by any Pre-
tence or fhew of Reafon, that ever reared jts monfitrous Creft
in tiis Nation,

To obferve, as it might be done, upen the Inconfiftencies,
faife Conclufions, and Abfurdities, contained in each Article
of the Charge above-mentioned, would be to provoke Mirth,
inftead of that Horror which ought to arife upon this Proceed-
ing, and would divert that Attention, and deep Refletion,
which the Nation ought to have upon the Danger they are in
from the Pracices of thefe Men,.- As to every Point that ‘:_nay

cem
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feem to have the leaft Colour of Obje&ion, T have pu rpofely an-
{wered before, in the former Pages of this Work, that I might
not interrupt that Reflection, “nd for the fame Reafon I fhall
here clofe my Account of the farther Conduét of thefe Men,
with refpect to this memorable Queflion of the HanoverianTroops;
to which Condu& nothing could add Aggravation, fince its per-
nicious Intention manifeftly was no other, than by one umiforn
Proceeding, todethrone bis Majefly in the Hearts of his People, that
they might the more eafily detrude bim afterwards from the Threne
itfelf, and to preferve the Houfe of Bourbon, in a Condition to place
a Succeffor in bis flead. In which View, they likewife gave all
Obftruction in their Power to the Supplies, and to every Way
and Means to raife them.

But we are now, by farther Circumftances, to thew how they
have impofed upon Mankind ;--particularly in thofe three Points,
by which they had duped the Publick to adhese to them, and to
give up their Senfes like an infatuated People with Regard to
Foreign Affairs; viz. the Place-Bill, the Triennial Law, and
the Inquiry into the Condu& of the Earl of Orford ;--as to the
lajt it is notorious, that they moved it only as a Matter of
Form, and fupported it in a Manner, that fhewed it was a mere
Farce ; nay, they aGually attempted, to take Advantage of the
Union, which could not at once be rendered perfeét between
the Members formerly attached to his Party, and thofe that
were latelyadmitted into the Adminiftration, by giving fufficient
Hints of a Difpofition to treat with him not only for his Indemni-
ty, but for his Readmiffion into Power again, upon Condition of
being employed themfelves ; to which they applied themfelves in
an open and unguarded Manner, difcovering in no one Point (af-
ter this Form was pafled) the leaft real Inclination to pre-
judice him further; on the contrary treating his Friends with an
afe@ed Diftinétion of Refpeét, directing all their feurrilous
Speeches and Inve&ives folely againft the new Part of the Admi-
niftration, nay, comparing their Condué& with that of the former
Minifter, not only with an Advantage, given in the Comparifon,
to the former, but with Encomiums from the Mouths of their
Principal Orators, upon his Wifdom, Moderation and tender
Regard to the Intereft of his Prince and Country. Whoever
{at in the laft Seffions of this Parliament will bear me witnefs
as to what I affert ; but they did it fo grofsly, that it is almoft
paft the Belief of thofe, who did not fee and hear it, and fo as
to fhew manifeftly that they conceived the Capacities of their
Audience in Parliament, to be as dull and capable of Impofi-
tion as thofe of the Herd they had fo’ fatally and fuccefstully
practifed upon without: But they were miftaken here; they
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bad there to deal with Whigs, who can never be impofed upon by
thefe Men, who have experienced them too long, and know them
too well, to truft them in any Shape,which Proteus-like they are
ready to aflume to attain their private Ends. Even the Minifter
himfelf was contented with what he thought a better Security,
the 4fféczion of his old,F riends, and the Principles of the new Pare
of the Adminiftration, which would not fuffer them to infli@
any Punifhment or to take Revenge upon any Man whatever, -
. Whofe Deftruction, from a Chain of Confequences, and the Fer-

Enemies, than to confide in the Faith of a Fa&ion, whofe Prac-
tice and Principle it was to decejve and to betray. The o/d Pays
of the Adminifiration, though (from a natural Exultation in the
Security, which the Folly and Wickednefs of thefe Men, had
beyond their Expe@ation infured for them,) they might divert
themfelves, and exprefs fome Pleafure to fee this Turn irf their
Favour, and to find the Burden of Abufe, retorted upon thofe,
who had net long before been very liberal of it to them, fill knew
this never-to-be-forgotten Truth, that neither they nor the Na-
tion could be fafe at any "Time, without the Union of the Whigs ;
and could net ftand without it for one Hour, in the prefent State
of Things, The fame Knowledge induced the new Pars of the
Adminiftration to bear with Patience all this Malice'of the oppo-
fite Party, and the difagreeable ‘Circumftance of being not en-
tirely well treated by thofe they co-operated with - they confi-
dered thefe things to be as unavoidable, as it was certain, on the
other hand, that Time would by Degrees redrefs this temporary
Inconvenience ; and they comforted themfelves with this happy
Refle€tion, that the Bencefit, which had accrued to the Nation,
wes {ingly owing to the Firmnefs of their former, and the Mode.
ration of their prefent Condu& 3 that any Good unattained, or
any Evil, likely‘to enfue, was the Oﬁ'—tbring of the Wicked-
nefs, Paflions and Folly of other Men ; and that the Succefs
and Prudence of their Meafures, had ‘maintained ‘the Balance
of Power abroad, and the Intereft both of their King and
‘Country at home. By this vifible Infincerity of ‘thefe pre-
tended Patriots, the Publick ought, and will, if they are not
wholly ‘blinded, fee that he Surther Succefs of this Enquiry is an
#mpraiicable thing, that is not owing ‘to thafe upon whom they caj?
the popular Odiumvof it, andthat it is now palpably kept in Referve
only for-a Subjest of Diftraction and Difunion of the honeft Part
wf this Nation,

Now
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Now 2s to the Place- Bill.--How ridiculous it is for thefe Men,
(who embarked in the prefent Faétion avowedly upon the Ac-
eount that they had not been the very firft of the late Oppofi=
tion taken into Employment) to be the Perfons entrufted by
the People of England to obtain for them what they defire,
in this Refpe&, wants nothing to give it Illuftration ; yet, if
it wanted any, it would receive it from the faint Attempt of
the Faltion to compafs this Point, which was vifibly no more
than to maintain the Shew of their Profeffions, and far from
being carried on with that Warmth and Spirit which they
exerted in the other Purfuit of diftrefing the Government
in every Step and Shape in the Profecution of the neceflary,
juft, important and pra&icable View of recovering the Weight,
Influence, loft Honour, and Security of this Nation, with
Regard to its Affairs abroad : -- How therefore can the People
be deluded with their Pretences to procure what thefe Demago-
gues have put it out of the Power of any body to procure for
them, and what fo manifeftly appears they have ne real In-
tention to procure themfelves, were it in their Power? -- It is
evident, that this Point is likewife now only maintained for
the fame Views of Difunien and Diftraction.

Their Condu&,as to the Point of a Triennal Parliament, clears
this up yet more plainly.--Thefe Men have not fo much as fol-
lowed the Inftru&ions, which they themfelves inftruéted the
People to infift upon ;--for they never once attempted, or made
any Metion during the whole laft Seffions, towards the Repeal
of the Septennial Law,--which is to be accounted for no other
Way, than that they found an infinite Majority difpofed againft
it, or that they themfelves were not fincere in their Profeflions

-~ for it.--Both thefe were indeed their Reafons. Their chief Peo-

ple voted dire@ly againft it themfelves, when it was propofed
in the preceding Seffions, --and they muft either have ated coun-
ter to themfelves, which would have expofed them too much,
while their former Votes were frefh in every Man’s Memoery,
or have dete&ed this great Truth, to thofe whom they laboured
ftill to deceive, that they never themfelves intended it fhould
pafs.--W hat Dependance then, or what Profpeét can the People
have to compafs this favourite View, by the Aid of thofe Men to
whom they have abandoned their Senfe and Reafon, and every
T hing'thatis moft dear, to engage them to obtain it for them?
If ‘then the People of ‘this Country may fo clearly fee, that
thefe Points are, frem every Circumftance, and above all,
from the former Imprudence, and the prefent deceitful Con-
duc ‘of this Set of Men, not poffibly to be attained.--Why
do thy perfift 20 imagine a vain thing 2 -- If their Oppofition,
ag



( 126 )

as from what I have obferved, is moft undoubtedly the Cafe,
cannot tend to procure thefe Things for them 3=~for what is their
Perfeverance in that Oppofition, buz Sfor Oppofition Jfake 2=-Or
what Effet can it produce, but the Prevention of a certain im-
portant Good, the Eflablifpment of a perfelt, permanent, and al-
moft defpaired of Security, as to our Foreign Affairs 2--W hich
would any ratienal Man reje& (con fidering moreover the irretrie-
vable Condition we fhall be reduced to if we fheuld lofe this hap-
Py Opportunity) for the fake of the Pleafure of Oppofition only 2
-~Can any Man juitify this delufive Entertainment of the Multi-
tude, with Projeéts, which in his Soul he knows impraclicable,
and which, if praszicable, are undoubtedly both of the nice/f Na-
ture, and of very dangerous and uncertain Operation, from the
unforefeen Confequences that attend all great Alterations in the
Government of all Countries?--Or will any honeft Man think
himfelf intitled to lay the Seeds of fuch Divifions and Difcontents
in this Nation, as manifeftly tend to fhake the. Foundations of
theMonarchy,and theConftitution of thisCountry,for the fake of
Oppofition only 2--"This is all the Fruit the People can at this time
hope to reap from it,--their Leaders indeed may hope another,--
what that is, the Tenor of their Condu& plainly manifefts, and
that it is both of a publick and private Nature.--But will the
People be allured to abet fuch Views for the Publick, or.is it
worth their while to hazard and to facrifice fo much for the
private Views of fuch pretended Patriots ? -

I might content myfelf, if I only wrote to reafonable Men,
and to Men in their right Senfes, with this full Detection of the
corrupt and peftilent Views of this Faction, and with this Evi-
dence of their want of Capacity, as well as Inclination, to
compafs any thing but the Ruin of this Nation both at Home
and Abroad. But as I write to Men heated and inflamed with
Paflion, to a giddy and unthinking Multitude, elated with their
late Succefs, and thence liable to misjudge of their Abilities, and
to think that pra&ticable which in a cooler State they will plainly
fee to be wholly out of their Power,--as, fo long as they fhall
think their Pretenfions to be juft and neceflary, they will never
defift from the vain Purfuit; and as, by this Means, the Na-
tion will be harrafled with the moft fatal and endlefs Confufion,
I fball now, with the utmoft Candour, Honefty and Truth,
endeavour to give them a jufter View of thofe falfe Opinions,
which in fome very importznt Points, they fo vainly, and yet
fo paflionately entertain ; though it may clath with“the Popular
Opinion, fo as to draw down the worft Inconveniences upon
my felf; though it may even difgrace the Judgment, or c[r:atc
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fome unjuft Reflection upon the Sincerity of others, s | ubjet-
ing them to the Imputation of having maintained Do&rines,
which were in themfelves erroneous, or even fuch as they knew
¢o be fuch. Candour, Honefty, and true Patriotifm, will make
it rather a Matter of Honour than Shamein thefe Men, to fub-
mit to thefe Inconveniences ; nay, even to makea fair Acknow=
ledgment, either of their Miftakes, or Faults, rather than by a
falfe Defire of appearing confiffent, to be really inconfifient, in
their moft capital Profeffion, and Intention, that of fupporting,
in every Event, and at every Hazard, the true Intereft and Hap=
pinefs of Britain, |

We have already obferved in another Place, that the Views
of the Facobites had been fo univerfally exploded by their infa-
mous Condué during the loft four Years of the Queen, and by
the Proof, that arofe of their dangerous Defigns, from the Re-
bellion, that broke out foonafter; and the Nation was fo uni=
verfally convinced of the Danger of that Faction, had feen
fuchConfequences from their pretendedPatrioti{m, and thought
themfelves fo happy in that critical Deliverance ; that our Go-
vernment enjoyed a Tranquility beyond the Experience of any
former Time. The Facobite Spirit and the Republican Tem=
per of the People both feemed in a Manner to have been an=-
nihilated by the different Inconveniences they had in the Space
of threefcore Years, alternately brought upon the People ; the
Cencurrence therefore of the whole Nation made the Govern-~
ment fo ftrong, and the Adminiftration of Affairs foeafy; that
it tempted the late Minifter to wanton in his Power, to difo=

blige many able and confiderable Men, to defpife the People, -

to be guilty of Mifmanagementin the Conduct of our Revenue,
and to form Proje@s for the raifing of Money, without due
Attention to the Tendernefs and Sufpicions of the People up-
on any Encreafeof Influence or Power ; till by this Conduét,
by attempting to engrofs more than he could execute, and by
undertaking to manage Foreign Affairs, whichhelittle under-
flood ; our Condition infenfibly grew very defperate both at
home and abroad, and yet the People feemed infenfible of this
to fuch a Degree, and made fo conftant a Choice of thofe he
recommended, that moft Men thought their Spirit greatly
changed and broken, and that it was neceffary to roufe them
from the Lethargy, they feemed to be in. This honeft Ap-
prehenfion made them not afraid to animate the People by
Difcourfes of a Republican Turn 5 —the Liberties of Europe
were upon the Brink of irretrievable Ruin, and if thefe were
loft, the Liberties of Britain could not ftand : =~— Any means,
that were not more dangerous than immediate Ruin, were

1 thought
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thought lawfulto be ufed, to effe thisChange ; the Means they
ufed, far from feeming dangerous, appeared fafe to them, and

~ to have a Tendency to bend the People from that Plie, which,
upon all our late Diforders, had appeared to caft very dan-
geroufly another Way.—But their Zeal undoubtedly hurried
them too far in this Refpe@. We have fpoken freely of the
Faults and Errors of the Jate Minifier 5 we fhall not fcruple to
fpeak with the fame Freedom of the Oppofition to bim. This

- was atleaft an Error, if not a Fault in them,~and the Pub-
lick at this Hour feels its bad Effe@,

For the People-have taken that, which was the Means to
be the End and View of Oppofition. The End and View of
their Oppofition was to change the Minifter, and to change
the Meafures ; but the People now having got thefe Ends, and
carried this View, confider them only as the Means to get in
effe@ what no prudent Man ever wifh’d or intended the
thould get, the whole Power of this Government, and the whole
Conflitution into their own Hands.

Moreover, by the Ferment, that has arifen in this Nation,
it has manifeftly appeared, that neither the Spirit of the People
is {o low, nor the Power of the Crown fo high, as both were
imagined by many to have been during the Courfe of that Op-

pofition. It appears, that.the People are fill able to remove .

a bad Minifter, and to force a Change of Meafures, whenever
it becomes the univerfal Senfe, that the Minifter and theMea-
fures are really wrong ; the Liberty and Power therefore of
the popular Intereft in thisCountry isinconteftible, and as great
. asitis neceflary or ought to be inany. To change the Ballance
of the Conflitution is not their Right, nor ought thofe Altera-

tions to be made, which would enable them to do g
It appears further, that the Views of the popular Intereft,
inflamed, diftra&ted, and mifguided as it has been of late, by
thofe into whofe Hands it has unhappily fallen, are fuch as
they were never imagined to have been ; a Party of Malecon-
tents (by the Sufferance of the moft ignorant and uninform-
ed) afluming to themfelves, though very falfely, the Title of
the People, claim with it a Pretenfion, which (were their
Title juft, no People could have a Right to claim,) ere@ing
themfelves intoa newOrder in theState, affe@ing a Superiori-
ty to the whole Legiflature ; infolently taking upon them, to
dicate to all the three Eftates, in which, the abfolute Power
of the Government, by all the Laws of this Country, has
indifputably refided ever fince it was a Gc!vernmen.t, repin-
ing at every Decre: they make ; endeavouring to animate the
People

é
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People, in effe, to refume into their own Hands, that vagn
and loofe Authority, which exifts (unlefs in Theory) in the
People of no Country upon Earth, the Inconvenience of which
is fo obvious, that it is the firft Step of all Mankind, as foon
as formed into Society, to diveft themfelves of it, and to dele-
ate it for ever from themfelves :—A Power, which could not
be permitted even in a Society of 500 Families, impracticable
in a great Empire, and therefore an ideal Doétrine, tending
to no Point or Purpofe whatfoever, but to caft this Nation into
the moft horrible Confufion, and to throw it back into a State
of Nature. ‘©hat has likewife appeared, which nothing can
difcover but Revolutionsor Conjunctures, that approach {o near
them as this has done ; viz. that though the Influence of the Crown
has feemed for fome Years to have encreafed viftbly, the popular In-
tereft has been for many Years invifibly encreafing in a far greater
Proportim. The greateft Changes in all States are wrought by
certain Alterations in the Circumftancesand Properties of the
People ; which efcape the moft penetrating Eye, till Time
and Accidents have ripen’d them to a proper Crifis. The
Convulfions of Nations are like the Shocks of fubterraneous
Fires, form’d by an Affemblage of combuitible Materials long
colle&ing, and unfufpected till the very Moment of their fa-
tal Explofion ; the Effets are therefore the only means by
which fuch Caufes can be learned : The Republican Spirit fo
ftrangely rifen as we have lately feen it, that to work its Ends,
it hasprepofteroufly join’d with its Antipathy theFacobite, directs
us furely to this Caxfe ; which can be no other than the great
Encreafe of Property in_the People. The Revenues of the
Crown however magnified, we fhall prefently come to fhew,
have borne no Proportion to it, the Encreafe of the Peerage,
either in Property or Number, notwithftanding the Additions
that have been madefince the Revolution, have in nodegree kept
Pace with it ; induced by the Circumftances of the Time, to
examine thePoint, it is vifible beyond allPower of Contradiction,
that thishas been the Cafe.— At the Revolution theNumbers of
the People werecomputed nearly at 8ix Millions, and by thelong
Peace, and neceflary Encreafe by Procreation, this Number
cannot be at pr;j}nt lefs than Seven, or in that Proportion ; the
Expence of the eople per Head was about Seven Pounds at the
Rewolution, at this Time it is univerfally agreed, that this Ex-
pence amounts to 7en. Now as the Revenue of the People muft
infallibly be at leaft as much as the People fpend, it follows,
that the Revenue of the People was at the Revolution Forty-twe
Millioms, and that it is Seventy Millions now : The People have
therefore encreafed in their annual Income Twenty-eight Millions
: I2 fince
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fince the Revolution 3 and as it is a Maxim inconteftable in
Politicks, that Power always follows Property, ‘which muft
fooner or later operate in every Country, it is manifeft, that
the People have acquired in the Space of fifty Years, more fo-
lid Weight in the Scale of this Conftitution, than they could
have gained, or can gain by all the popular Laws, that ever
were made, or can be made in their Favour to the End of
Time. '

BeforeI profecute this Argument, to the Conclufion which
I intend from it, perhaps it may be thought neceflary to ex-
plain a little, how it came to pafs, that this Growth of the Po-
pular Intereft fhould be fo little perceived till now.—It happens
in allCafes asit has happened in this, and for the fameCaufes,-
the Spirit of the People rifing with their Circumftances, cre-
ates Difficulties to Government, of which it feels the Effe&s,
long before it apprehends the Caufe, Thefe Difficulties in a
manner drive Government*to exercife all its Authority, and
to ufe many Artsin its own Defence, by which the People,
who do not fee the Neceflity it is under to do this, condemn,
and confider them, as Attempts offenfive, when they arc in
reality defenfive.—The Infults of the one, and the Arts of the
other therefore both encreafe, till neither think themfelves fe-
cure, (which is the Misfortune, and in long run the Ruin of
all mixed Governments)without new Laws, to encreafe Power
on the one Hand, and Privilege on the other.--And, for a time,
it is very evident, why the Goverment is rather more fuccefs-
ful than the Popular Intereft in thefe Attempts, becaufe the
Generality of Men finding themfelves eafy in the general Pro-
fperity, and obferving no materialChange in the written Confti-
tution, rather chufe to fupport the Government, though they
do not approve all its Proceedings, than to abet the Popular
Views.--the Peace of Society being (at leaft for the Time) fe-
cured by the firft, and always endangered by the laft. —But,
in the long run, Accidents will happen, which will either
change the Perfons of thofe in this moderate and cautious Way
of Thinking, or diftra& their Principles, or confound their
Judgments, —and when this happens, the Popular Spirit, hav-
ing once made the Breach, blows up the Dam at once, and de-
ftroys, in one Hour, the Works that have been an Age ereét-
ing to reftrain it within its due Bounds : Thus, for want of an
exact Knowledge of the different Nature of the Force, which
Government employs againft the People, and that of the Popu~
Iar Intereftagainft the Government ; and from this Circum-
flance, that the ome is wifible in every Step of its Encreafe,
the otker latent and gencealed 3 and from hence, that be one, lbg
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its gradual and conftantly oppofed Progrefs, is not only obfer-
ved, but magnified,while #hc other encreafes infenfibly,and with-
out either Oppofition or Preception, it becomes, from the Na-
ture of the Thing, extremely difficult for any, and entirely im=
pofiible for the Generality of Men, not to be deceived in the
Condition of the Conftitution, under Circumftances fuch as
thefe. Something will arife from animpartialand judicious Re-
fle@ion upon thefe Particulars, very deferving the Attention of
all reafonable Men. And the Judgment which muft refult
from it can be defeated by nothing buta Difcovery, that the
Crown has encreafed in the fame Proportion of Power as the
Popular Intereft has fo manifeftly done ; in this Cafe there is
nothing in all this Argument ; but if it has not, the Ballance un-
deniably praponderates on the Side of the People, more than it did at
the Revalution, that is to fay, more than itever did inany Pe-
riod of our Government, and confequently the Difcontents of the
Pesple, [o far as they are founded upon a contrary Suppofition, are
moft unreafonable, unjuft, and dangerous.

In order to examine this Point, all that is neceflary to be
done is, toconfider in what the Power of the Crown has been
encreafed fince the Zra of the Revolution, there arebut three
Particulars in which it could poffibly receive Addition, in the
Encreafe of its Civil Lift 5 inthe Influence of additional Employ~
ments; and laftly, in pofitive Laws in Favour of Prerogative;
of all thefe the firt, which is the Property of the Grown,
muft be in its Operation the.moft confiderable, from what we
have already obferved as to the Effe@ of Property. Thisis
therefore the Point, which we are to confider firft, and with
moft Attention :-- But we muft previoufly obferve, that the Rea-

fon why we go no higher than the Zra of ,the Revolution s,

becaufe though no Civil Lift was fettled before, the Civil Lift
Expences were enormoufly great, the publick Charge being
not above 900,000/, per Annum, and the Revenue being
above two 4Millions from the Reftoration to that Time,
Now as tothe Encreafe of the Power of the Crown from
an Addition to its Property, it can confift in nothing but the
Civil Lift 35 the Crown having now no Ability, as it had be-
fore the Revolution, (when the publick Revenue and the Ciui
Lif? were both in the Difpofition of the Crown, and not di=
vided,) to apply one fingle Shilling of that publick Revenue to
any Ufe, but to that for which it isappropriated.—Let us
therefore examine the Quantum of the Csvil Liff.
Indeed, upon the firft Face of this Examination, the Power
of the Crown appears be encreafed, for the Civil Li/? is now
§00,0004
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800,000 ., per Ann. whereas in the Reign of * King William s
and the late Queen it was but 700,000 /. But when this Point
is duly confidered it is indifputable, not only that this is no
real Encreafe to the Power of the Crown, but that this Power
is diminifhed, notwithftanding the nominal Addition to this
Revenue. a

- King William and Queen Anne, as we have already obferved,
had but 700,000 2 per Annum ;' but neither had any Family to
provide for, and Joth lived in Times, when that Income
would have fupported a greater Expence, than @ Million
would now do; for the Truth of which I appeal to the Ex-
perience of every private Family, and to the known Advance
of Price in all Commodities and- Articles of Expence whatfo-
. ever.—Exclufive therefore of the great Dedu@ion, which a-
rifes from the Expence of his Majefties numerous Progeny,
there is, in faét, inftead of an Encreafe of Power to the
Crown in the Proportion of 100,000 4 a manifeft Diminution
of it in the Proportion of 200,000 L which is the Sum defi-

cient to make up a Crvil Lif? equivalent (confidering the Dif-

ference of the Times) to that of King #i/liam, or of the late
Queen,

And indeed without a Confideration of the Difference of the
Times, no fair or juft Eftimate is poffible to be madeupon this
Subject ; every Century creates'a mighty Alteration in this
Refpe. In the Time of the Conqueror the King’s Revenues
are reckoned by all the old Hiftorians to have been enormous,
and were computed at 10604 per Diem, which amounts to
386,900 L per Annum; and we might therefore with the fame
Juftice reafon, that a Revenue at that Amount would be now
too great, as to argue that the Givi/ Li/# thould not be greater
now than it was forty or fifty Yearsago ; the Obje&tions there-
fore, that have been made of late upon this Head, have been
fallacious to the higheft Degree, and either they, who have
liftened to them, never confidered the Point as it ought to be
confidered, or have fecretly intended, inftead of keeping the
Power of the'Crown to its ancient Standard, e reduce it lewer
than it ever ftood in any Period of our Government,

- But when we look a little farther into this matter, however
clear this Argument may be, we have no need much to infift

* Atthe Revolgtion the Cswil' Lif} was fettled at 690,000 L. per
Ann. but this being very deficient to, anfwe;_‘the Ch_arges upon that
Head, the Parliament in 1695 granted the King a Sum of §00,0c0 2.
to pay his Debts, and in 1699, /Ifmo 9 f_‘J’ 10 Gul 111. cap. 23 though
the %een was then dead, found it neceﬂa.ry to encreafe theCins/ Liff
o 700,0004. per Aun, :

e upon
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upon it 3 for fince the late Alteration of the Miniftry, the En-

creafe of the Appointments of the Prince of Wales, has wholly

taken away this Objeétion ; his Royal Highnefs now enjoying
his complete Allowance of 100,000 I. per Annum, which is the
whole of that nominal Encreafe of the Civil Lift, above what it
formerly was before his Majefty’s Acceflion. When this comes
to be confidered, the Power of the Crown, with refpect to Pro-
perty, is not at all increafed, even its firft Afpect; but is on
the other Hand, when juftly compared in all its Circumftances,
greatly and undeniably decreafed, fince the Period I have men-
tioned.  Yet fuch is the malignant Temper of this-Age, that
we have more to combat than Arguments and Fa&s— Bona~
que ac Mala non fua Natura, [ed lgacibus Seditioforum zftiman-

turs; Infinuations of a malicious Tendency have Weight fu-

perior to all the Reafon in the World, and we muft fight
through thefe upon every Turn. Of this Nature is that vaunt-
ed Affertion in the The Cafe of the Hanover Tireapsh, of the late
Queen’s Generofity in a Prefent made by herout of the Crvil Lift
of 100,000 /. in one Year, towards carrying on the War with
France 3 and from hence an oblique Argument is attempted to
be drawn of a Superabundance in the prefent Civil Liff, and
an indire& Refle@ion, both upon the Mifapplication of the
Surplus, and the Want of an equal Tendernefs to the Publick
in his prefent Majefty 5 it is further manifeft with what 2
wicked Intention this invidious Comparifon is made, from the
officious Care of ' that infamous Author to remind the Reader,
¢hat that Princefs was a Daughter of King 7ames IL. and from
the Tendency of his whole Performance, which is plainly cal-
culated to incline the People to regret the Lofs of that Family,
by a Side Wind to trumpet the Fame of his own Faéion, and
to recommend it to the ignorant and deluded Multitude ; the
Queen being notorioufly, at that Time, inthe Leading-ftrings
of Facobites. iy

" But it isimpoffible fufficiently toadmire either at their Confi-
dence or their Impudencein this Mention of a Particular, which
can be fo ftrongly retorted upon them: In fa&, this pretended
Generofity was one of the moft fcandalous A&ions, that the
Crown was ever led tocommit by any Adminiftration; it was
a manifeft and grofs Cheat upon the Publick, who were extra-
vagant Lofers by it; for fome Time after, viz. upon the 25th
of Fune, 1713, the Queen was advifed to acquaint the Houfe
of Commons by Meflage, that fhe had contracted a very large
‘Debt upon her Civil Liff Revenues, which fhe was unable to

s Tacitus, Lib, Hikt. 4. b Page 79.
o §
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p2y, and therefore defired them to make good 3 andfuch was
the Complaifance of a Tory Parliament, that notwithftanding

the Deteftation, which muft have arifen in every honeft Breaft,

upon the Detection of this clumfy Juggle ; and though Mr,

Smith, one of the Tellers of the Exchequer, honeftly informed

the Houfe, that the Eftimate of this Debt was aftonifhing to

him, being made to amount in Auguft 1710 to 400,000 /. ;

whereas he was able to affirm from his own Knowledge, that
it amounted at that Time to little more than 100,000 /. and

though many others undertook to prove that the Funds given

for the 700,000 /. had, in reality, amounted to 800,000/, and
though thefe Gentlemen had prevailed fo far, astoprocure anAd-
drefs to the Crown for an Account of the Ciui/ Ly Debt at Mid-

Jummer 1717, and for a yearly Account of the Nett Produce of
the Ciwil Liff Revenue, no Regard was paid to thisInformation,
nor to this Addrefs; none of thefe Accounts were ever permit-
ted to be laid before the Houfe, and upon the very next Day
they voted no lefs a2 Sum than 500,000/, for this Service. This
is the Truth, and the whole Truth of that generous Exploit of
the Facobite Adminiftration, under- the Daughter of King
Fames I1. which was no more than a mean Trick, in which
they bafely employed the Name, and abufed the .Honour of
that unfortunate Princefs, to gull the Nation of 400,000 /.

From hence refults a Proof, not only that the prefent Crvil
Lift is not greater than that of the late Queen, but that the
Civil Liff, though we fhould wave the ftrong Fa& of the In-
equality of the fame Revenues from the Difference of the Time,
could not nearly fuffice to anfwer the Expences of the Crown,
even forty Years ago; it muft follow therefore, either that a
much greater Part of it was employed in fecret Services and to
unwarrantable Purpofes, during that favourite Reign ; or that
the Oeconomy, even of the late profufe Minifter, muft have
far exceeded that of the boafted Adminiftration of a Set of Men
they labour fo much to ingratiate with the People.

The Faétion manifeftly reduced to this Dilemma, may pof-
fibly rather chufe to confefs the Jtter than the Sformer; but in
doing this they muft, in the firfk Inftance, acknowledge a2 ma-
nifeft Advantage to this Country from the Oeconomy of his
prefent Majefty, who, though hehas already reigned fome Years
longer than the late Queen, has hitherto neither demanded or
received from his People on this Account, more than one fingle
Sum of 115,000 /. and if they give it the only Turn that can
be given toit, (after what we have already proved, ) viz. #hat i is
equal to the Publick, whether the Civil Lifk be greater or not, if his
Majefty can afford st of it mare than his Predeceffirs coud a_fm;d

?
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10 thofe fecret Services, which are fuppofed to affesd the Publick in-
dependency 5 this is what I abfolutely and juftly deny : Becaule
(allowing it to be true in its utmoft Extent) it is but a tempo-
rary Influence arifing from a peculiar Turn, Temper, and, I
may call it, a Virtue in its firft Principle, which isaccidentalin
the Perfon of one Man, may probably perifh with him, and
cannot be looked upon as any real, folid, or permanent Encreafe
of Power in the Crown, or Change in the Spirit of the Confti-
tution. If this be duly confidered, it ought greatly to quiet
the Apprehenfions raifed in the Breafts of a very great Number
of well-meaning Men, by the Report of the late Secret Committees
for however great the Sums there fpecified to have been Impro-
perly applied to Secret Service out of the Cuwil Liff may be, and
very unwarrantable, in fome Particulars, undoubtedly they are;
yet the Conclufion drawn from thence isnot juft, that our Con-
fitution is decay’d, in this refpe, or in a worfe Condition than
it has been in former Times. For this certainly cannot be the
Cafe, when the Civil Li/t is evidently not encreafed, either infact,
or ineffec; and the utmoft that can be drawn from this Report,
or any Difcovery that hath or can be made, muft amount tono-
thing more than that a temporary Circumflance had put it in the
Power of a late Minifter to make a worfe Ufe of it, than bis Prede-
ceffors bad been willing, or than, in all Probability, for any Time to
come, his Succeffors can be able to do.—~Which may indeed affect
that Minifter, but ought not juftly to affe& the Conftitution,
or lead the Publick to any rath and violent Alterations of it.

- T am fenfible, that this do&rine will not, at firft, fuit well

with the falfe Notions, which many have o paffionately enter-
tained of this Matter ; but I am very indifferent upon that

Head, Magna ¢ff Veritas & prevalebit 3 Truth may be borne .

down for a while by Prepoffeffion and falfe Infinuations, but

will force its way at laft: As therefore it is my fole Inten- -
tion in thefe Papers, to bring my Countrymen into a juft and

moderate Temper, to allay that dangerous Ferment, which is

now raifed, and during the Continuance of which, it is im-
poffible for them to make a right and impartial Judgment of

their Affairs, I fhall make no Scruple to oppofe myfelf to their
ftrongeft Prejudices without any Regard, whom I may oblige or
difoblige ; I neither fear the Refentments of the Friends of the
former, nor court the Favour of the prefent Adminiftration, I
am not to be deterred by the Malice and Scandal of a Faction,
nor will I humour the Paffions and Folly of a People, whom
every honeft Man muft endeavour to preferve, even againft
their Inclinations, when they precipitate themfelves, through
‘Paffion, Credulity, or Ignorance, into Ruin and Deftrution.

Te
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To fpeak therefore farther with the fame Freedom upon the
Subjet of this Mifapplication of the Ciu;l Lift, asT have done
uponevery other Topic, which has hitherto fallen under my Con-
fideration, I muft obferve, that it is not eafy for the Publick to
judge, whether the Sums now difcovered by this Report to be
expended out of the Civil Lif3, in the way, that they have ép-
peared to be expended, were not, upon the whole, as great in
former Reigns ; the Prefumption is ftrong that they have been
much greater, becaufe it is evident, the Ciy;] Lif? could have
afforded it much better ; and as no Parliamentary Enquiry was
ever made before as to this Point, or dire@ed to this Particular,
at leaft, their Information cannot extend to determine pofitively
againft this Opinion.

But what if we fhould be able to difcover, that in Truth
notwithftanding the Greatnefs of thjs Sum, he Charge of the
AGovernment upon this Head was greater Jormerly than it is now 2
}:et this feems capable, in a great Meafure, of being proved by

"alls and Figures, the moft ftubborn Evidence, that can fup-
port any Propofition in the World :

For upon the great Settlement of our Conflitution at the
Revolution, the Parliament having called for all the Lights they
could procure to enable them to judge of the Expence of Go-
vernment in all its Branches, in order to make that Separation
of the Charge of the Crown, and of the Publick, which was
one of the great Benefits of that Charge, and took away that
extravagant Power, which the Crown before derived from
having the fole Management, and Diftribution of the whole
Revenue at large ; it appeared, that the Article of the Secret
Service alone (befides the Allowance to the Secretary of State,

60661, and the Penfjons, which came to 146,703 /. per Annum,)

amounted communibus Annis to 89,681, 85 24, % which, not-
withftanding the Temper they were then in, was not at all
cenfured by Parliament as exorbitant at.that Time.

Upon this Foundation I fhall proceed. to compare the Ex-
pence of Government under this Head before the Rewvolution,
with the Expence of Government under the fame Head in
the prefent Time,

It appears then, that computing upon a Term of eleven
Years before the Revolution, the Expence of Government up-
on the Articleof Secret Service amounted to 989,652/ 10/ 6d.%
again it appears by the Report of the Secret Committee (in the
Appendix No. 10,) that in the fame Term of eleven Years
from the Year 1731, to the Year 1741 inclufive, this Article
of Secret Service amounted to 786,355/, 175." 4d. to which

“Sum, the Committee have thought fit to add two Articles, bothf
o
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of which are (with Submiffion to fo great an Authority), in
great Meafure, different in their Nature from that Article,
which is properly called Secret Service, viz. Money iflued for
pecial Service, 272,504 . 8d. and Money iffued #0 re-im-=
burfe Expences 205,390 l. 17 5. 10d. which two Articles to-
gether amount to 477-894 1. 18 5. 6 4.  They have likewife
‘added further three other Articles, viz. 66,000 .. for the Se-.
cretaries of State, 68,800/ upon Account, to the Sollicitor of
the Treafury, and 50,077 /. 185, to Authors and Printers,
amounting together to 184,887 /. 18s. . )
. Thefe Totals of 786,355 /. 17 5. 4d.—477,8941 18s. 64d.
and 184,877 /. 18s. come to 1,449,128/ 135.104. and
with a few other fmall Articles amount to the compleat Sum
of 1,453,4007 6 5. 3d. whichis ftated in the Report as fup-
pofed to be the Expence of the Civil Government in Secret
Service, during the Space of the faid Eleven Years?, But if
we are to compare the Expence of the former and the prefent
Government, upon the Face of the two Accounts, it is vifible,
that we can only put the fingle Article of Secret Service Money
before the Revolution, againft the fame Articleat this 7ime ; which
if we do, we fhall find, that the fame Article before the Revolu-
tion, amounted as above, in a Term of eleven Years, to
989,652 /. 105. 64d. 3. whereas itamounted to no more than
786,355 2. 17 5. 4d. in the fame Term, from 1731 to 1741
inclufive; fo that, in this Light, the Charge inftead of being
encreafed is diminifhed fince that Period, by nolefs a Sum than
203,2961 135 24d. 1. And to confider this Point in any
other Light, though it may be done with much Art, cannot
with any Degree of Certainty ; for if, as in the Report, other
Articles of Expence are brought (as feeming to have fome
Relation to it) to fwell the Amount of the Articles of Money
lately iffued for Secret Bervice, it would be requifite to fcrutinize
with the fame Induftry, into other Branches of the Charge of
¢he Civil Government before the Revolution, which is impof-
fible to do at this remote Diftance of Time: And farther, un-
doubtedly (however exceptionable either the Greatnefs of the
Sums, at firft Sight, may,be, their Application, or the Mapn-
ner of their being iffued) there is not any one of thofe other
Acrticles, which in the Report, are joined to this Sum of
" »86,000/. that can be directly charged to this Account.
For.who is it that does not perceive a very wide Difference
between Secret Services, and the other two Articles of Spectal
. -
a The Enquiry was appointed for ten Years ; but upon examining
this Account of SecretService in theReport,it appears to'inclu:les eleven.
eruIcey
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Service, and the Reimbur fement of Expences. 1t is perhaps but
too probable, that fome Part of the Money under thefe two

Heads have been really applied that way. Yet from the Na-
ture of theT'hing, very great Sums muff have been iffued under
thefe Titles, to Purpofes very different from thofe which ought
to have given fo much Alarm to the Publick.—As it is for this
Reafon out of our Power to make 2 juft Comparifon in this
Way, Ithink itcanbeftated in no manner more correfpondent
with the Truth, than as it has been ftated here, and if fo, the
Propofition is fufficiently proved, that the Charge of -Govern-
ment upon this Head was greater Sformerly than it 35 wow —How-
ever, after having thrown this out for the impartial Confidera-
tion of the Publick, I will, for the fake of Argument, and to
prevent all Poflibility of Cavil, admit both thefe Articles to
be added to the Head of Secret Service, by which it will be
augmented, though not fairly to 1,264,250 2 1 55. 104d.

But after this Conceffion I will venture to fay, as to the
other three Articles, viz. that to the Sollicitor of the Treafury,
that of the Allowance of 3000 L per Amn. to each of the Se-
cretaries of State, and that of the Money iffued to Authorsand
Printers, it is impoffible, with any Candour, to bring them in-
totheCharge of the Secret Service, and for the followingReafons:

Becaufe as to the fir/7 Sum to the Sollicitor, it is given always
upon Account, viz. for Crown Profecutions, and other ne-
ceflary, obvious, and warrantable Occafions of Government, of
which the Committee themfelves were fo well aware, that
they have themfelves dedu@ed that Sum from the grand Total,

As to the Second, which regards the Secretaries of State, this
is in effe@® the Appointment of an Office, and ftands juftly ex-
ceptionable in thisComparifon, the rather, becaufe it was made
2 diftin& Article from that of Secret Service in all Times, and
is particularly fo  in the State of the Revenue at the Revolu-
tion, by which this Parallel is made, being not included in the
annual Sum of 89,968 . 8 s. 2d. 3 to which the Secret Ser-
vice then amounted. '

With regard to the Third, it is rather a Matter to be laugh-
ed at than confidered ferioufly.--In the Nature of the thing, it
is by no meansa Secret Service: And in its Confeguencw,efpe-
cially confidering the Authors and their Produ&ions, no Man
will fay, that it affe@ed the Publick in the Way, which can
only give the Peopleany Right to concern themfclves about the
Difpofision of the Civil Lift.--It would be extremely hard, if
the Crown might not not be allowed the famePrivilege of thePen,
which is allowed to any private Man,and certainly no Minifter
€an be cenfured, if by Permiffion of the Prince, and evcntay;
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¢the Affiftance of his private Purfe, he makes ufe of the {fame
Liberty of the Prefs to defend the Meafures of his Governments,
which the Subje&, with Impunity, employs whenever he thinks
proper, (and of late, with outrageous Licence,) to cenfure and
confound it.

As the Sums iffued therefore upon thefe three Articles can-
not be added by any juft Pretence 5 after making Conceflions,
with the utmoft Latitude, againft our own Argument, the
Account will ftand in this Manner~ , .

| 5. d.
Total of Money iffued for Secret Service

in eleven Years, from 1731 to 1741,} 1,264,250 15 10

inclufive -’ - - = =_.-
Total of Monies iffued under the Head

of Secret Service for a like Term be—} 989,652 10 065

fore the Revolution - -

R

Balance upon eleven Year; 274,598 5 3%

Annual Charges of Secret Service, at a
Medium of eleven Years from 1731 ¢ 114,031 16 10}

to 1741 e
Annual Charge before the Revolution - 80,968 8 2%

Annual Balance - 24,963 8 &

Which annual Sum of Twenty-four thoufand nine bundred and
Jixty-three Pounds eight Shillings and eight Pence, is the whole
Encreafe of the Expence of the Civil Lift upon this Head,
after a Term little fhort of threefcore Years, made up in a way
of Accounting, the moft partial and moft favourable to thofe,
who wifh a falfe and dangerous Opinion to prevail, which even
upon this State cannot prevail hereafter with any reafonable Man.
For everyfuchMan will confider this Matter as it oughtonly

to be confidered, that is, upon the Foot of an Influence acquired
by the Crown over the Independency of the Subject, in proportion ta
the Sums applied in fecret Gratuities to the Members of the Legifla-
ture, more now than in former Times 3 and every fuch Man will
form 2 Judgment to himfelf, and create an equ itable Balance,
not onlyupon the Quantum of the Money applied inSecret Ser-
vice, but will take into his Aid fome farther Confiderations,
wiz. ‘whether that Part of Secret Service, which is neceffary to
all Government, (becaufe as the Committee confefs in the
Repott, Ne Form of Government can [ut/A without a Power of
" mploying
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empleying Publick Money for Services which are Jrom therr Natyrs
Jecret, and ought always to remain J2,) muft not unavoidably be,
from the Circumftances of Time, greater than it was former-
ly 5 and again, “whether the fame Degree of Influence can be
acquired in thefe Times by the fame Sums, ‘

Now thefe Things being thus candidly confidered, it will ap-
pear, that our Engagements with Foreign Powers, the Difficul-
ties of the Age we live in, and the Diftra&ions of Lurope have
been infinitely greater fince the Revolution than they were be-
fore; that our Secret Service in F oreign Courts muft have there.-
fore been greatly more expenfive than it was at that Period ;
and the Prices of Intelligence undoubtedly much higher than
formerly they were; for Things of this Nature go always on
encreafing, -and the Value of Money is become greatly lefs in
every Part of Europe. '

Add to this, that the late Enquiry was confined to a Time
of Peace; and a Tlime of very intricate Negociation (the Pru-
dence or Imprudence of which is not under our Confidera-
tion in this Queftion) during which, Expences of this kind
have no eftablifhed Provifion, as they have in time of War ;
they have then an extraord inary Allowance of 10,000 /. per
Annum, befides a Dedu@ion of Two and a half per Cent. out
of the Pay of all the Foreign Forces in the Service of Great
Britain, of which we have already had Occafion to make fome
mention in another Place : And this (as appears by the famous
Report of the Commiflioners for ftating the public Accounts, at

the latter End of the Queen’s Reign, 1712) amounted in the
fame Term of eleven Years, to 393,366/ 9s. 7 d. over and
above the Expences of the Civil Government under the fame
Head, which could not fail in fome meafure to be leflened by it.

Upon the whole, leaving it to every Man of Candour to
determine how far the two Articles of Money iffued to Special
Service, and to reimburfe Expences, may be allowed to have
their Place in this Account, and fubmitting to every Man of
Senfe and Candour the Difference of the T imes, the Dedu&ion
of 100,000 & out of the Civil Liff for the Prince of Wales, the
Circumftances of all our Foreign Affairs, and one thing more,
which is hardly decent to be touch’d upon, but by way of
Suppofition, that if there be Corruption at home, its Wages
muit be much higher than they were heretofore, it is impoflible
to deny, but that the Property of the Crown, or in other
Words, the Civil Lif#, is, not only not really increafed, but
thatitcar, by nomeans operate upon the Conflitution inanyDe-
gree equal to what it might have done formerly, and therefore
that the Power of the Crown is not in this Refpe& augmented

in
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in proportion to the Power of the People, but in fadt dimi-
nifhed greatly. S

We fhould in the next place examine this Point, upon the
Footing of the Crown Influence from additional Employments. But
this will receive a fufficient Anfwer under the next Head ; with
which it is fo much conneéed, that it will be moft proper to

blend them both in one common Confideration. |
We therefore proceed to the third and laft Point, w:iz. the
Encreafe of the Power of the Crown, &y pofitive Laws in favour
of the Prerogative.  But here I conceive it beyond the Induftry
of Fattio itfelf to difcover any one Circumftancein which Pre-
rogative has been extended.--On theother hand, itis moft happy
and moft notorious, that Prerogative is within the laft Cen-
tury reduced to fuch a Point, that no rational Man can deny,
but that we have gone even farther than, in the Opinion of
the moft eminent Writers upon Government, is neceflary to
the Prefervation of the Conftitution of any Country.: To this
end, according to that famous Maxim laid down by Machia-
vel, Government muj? be frequently brought back to its fir/t Princi-

ples; but from the Period of the Reftoration, we have not on-

Iy conftantly been employed in paring away thofe Luxurian-
cies of Power in the Crown, which had been infenfibly grow-
ing from the Conqueft, or at leaft from the Reign of King

‘ Fobn, till they had in a manner over-fhaded all the Liberties

of the People ; but we have aGtually taken away many of the
moft important Branches, to which the Crown had been en-
titled from the very Beginning of our Conftitution: Of
which it cannot be improper upon this Occafion to enumerate
a few.

Firft then, the Crown, from the Acceffion of William 1. by
the Eftablithment of the feodal Tenures was undoubtedly en-
titled to fuch a Degree of Influence, as went incomparably far-
ther in every Refpe&t, and in every Light in which it can
poflibly be confidered, to create an univerfal Dependence in e-
very other Branch of the Legiflature, than any other Circum-
ftance of human Invention, and much lefs any later Charges
in the Conftitution, were they as real as they are imaginary,
could poffibly do: The greateft Part of the whole Kingdom,
(befides what was yet more immediately belonging to theCrown .
as its Domain, vas held iz capite of the King ; and by Virtue
of this Tenure, the Crown enjoyed the following Prerogatives ;
1. The Profits of the whole Eftate of every Family (as well of the
Lords as of the Commons) during the Minority of every Heir.
2. The Right to difpofe of the Profits of fuch Effates to whom it
pleafed. 3. The Guardignfbip of every fuch Heir, and the Power

of
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of delegating that Tru 20 any other Perfon. 4. The Right e
difpsfe of the Heir oy 1refs of any fuch amily, during the M-
nority, in Marriage. 5. A Title to one Year’s Profit of the Efiate,
in Cafes where there was no Minority, before Poffeffion could be
taken by the next Heir —Thefe, with many more of a like Na-
ture, were fome of the Crown Prerogatives, which exifted
legally in the Conftitution of this Country from the Beginning
of this Government, till about eighty Years ago, and if they
are well weighed, it is impoffible not to fee what prodigious
M::ns of Influence they afforded to the Crown. What Revenye,
what Emplyments, what Civil Lift could furnith out Matter
‘of fuch extenfive Obligation ? "What noble F amily, in the
one Houfe of Parliament, or what Man of great Eftate in
the other, but might be ejther tempted or neceflitated to court its
Favour? What Struggles would the Virtue even of a Broad-bot-
tom Patrist undergo, contending with the Offer of the Wardfhip
of a Duke of Bedford, or the Cuflodium of a Pelbam Eftate, du-
ring a Minority of fifteen or fixteen Years? Tn what Man i the
Amor Patrie {o conftant, paffionate, and fond, that he could
coldly look upon the Charms of 2 beautiful young Woman
kindly tendered to his Arms by a firft Minifter, with the Titles
and Inheritance of a Duke of Marlborough 2 Again, what
would be the Confequence of an Education wholly dire@ed by
Tutors and Guardians appointed by the Crown, upon all the
Men of Property in the Kingdom? what the Effe& of Gra-
titude upon the Minds of Gentlemen, in whofe behalf the
Crown thould wave fome Parts of this Prerogative *—in favour
of whom the Crown thould remit jts Title to the Profits of the
Minor’s Eftate? or leave ¢ in Truft to be improved by the
neareft Relation for- the Heir ? of decline to take the Relief,
or one Year’s Profit, to which, even in Cafes of no Minority;
1t Was entitled? From hence, it may be worth confidering
whether that is quite a conftitutional Principle, which has been
laid down with fo much Confidence of late, and in fo vaft Lati«
tude, that the Crown ought to have no Degree of Influence upon the
Legiflature 3 the Fa& certainly was the dire@ contrary :—Qur
Anceftors intended the Power of their Kings to be real, and they
knew that without fome Degree of Influence that Power would
be but in Name ;—their Idea was to balance the Popular by the
Regal: not, as it has manifeftly been of lat@ to put all the
Weights into the Popular Scale: To the People they gave the
Jele Power of granting Money, and a Title to Refgance in Cafes of
extraordinary and violent Extremity ; a nominal Power could not
ballance thefe great Privileges; they therefore gave the Crowna
 great Revenue, the fole Management of the publick Money, the

Difpofition
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Difpofition.of all Employments, in fine, the Means of General Ob-
lzg{ﬁa{z to t 81{15;';&? ; again, to ballance the Title of Refift=
ance in the People, they armed the Crown with Powers of Cons,
fifeation, and_even. fome degree of Influence in the Trials of thofe,
who fhould rafhly or unjuftly take up Arms againft it;, thefe
Prerogatives became at length.abufed, and have therefore been
wifely and juftly in many important Inftances curtail’d, (while
all the former Privileges of the People yet remain with very
great Additions.); Among, the reft this great one,. arifing from
the feodal Tenures, was totally abolifhed in the Yegr 1661.
By which one A&, the Spirit of this Conftitution received fo
great an Alteration, that few are even yet fenfible of; all the
Confequences, that either have happened, or will unavoidably
refult from it, in favourof the popular Intereit in.this Ceuntry.
The next great Encreafe of Privilege to the People, was
from the A& of Habeas Corpus, which was pafled in 1673-43
a Law of ineftimable Security. to-the Liberty of the Subje&t.
By the Revolution in 1688, the whole Government was
purged at once, of all Excrelcencies of Prerogative, that had
been growing, fromits firft Infhitution : By the very Actof the
Expulfion of King FamesI1. and his Line, confirmed, as itaf-
terwards was, by Law, the People acquired 2 right, which had
never been allowed in the Conftitution of this Country. . Inthe
famous Charter of King Fabn, the Barons never went fo far, it
was there decreed that in Cafes of the laft Neceflity, the Pub-
lick might diftrefs the Crown, by all Manner of Means, viz.
by the Seizure and Sequeftration of its Caftles, Lands, and Paof-
feffions till the publick Grievances fhould be redrefled : diftrin-
gent € gravabunt nos modis omnibus quibus poterunt, [cilicet per cap=
tionem caftrorumy terrarunm, poffeffiomem, donec fuerint emendatum,
&c. But there was.a ftri¢t Exception to the Perfons of the King,
the Quren, and the Iffue of the Royal Family, Jalvé Perfond no-
Jfird, & Reginz_mofirz, & Liberorum noftrorum ; there was an
exprefs Condition.to fave the Rights of the Succeflion ; the
Crown was not_to forfeit for its exorbitant Proceedings, the
People were to return to their Allegiance again, fo foon as thefe
Exorbitances were red refled, cum fuerit emendatum intendent nobis
Jicut prius fecerunt.  This Principle of an indefeafible Hereditary
Right (for it was no lefs) deftroyed the Effe&t of all the ftrong
Provifions of Refiffance perfcribed at the fame time ; the Law
was feverely worded, but void of 2 fufficient Penalty to enforce
it ; a temporary Sufpenfion of the Regal Authority was the only
Penalty : The Crown foon found how to avail itfelf of this
Defe@ ; their Attempts upon the People were offenfive, the
Refiftance of the People defenfive only ; this was contending
upon
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upon very unequal Terms ;—the Crown had never much to
fear ; but whenever Publick Liberty was invaded the People
run the Rifk of lofing all ;—the Crown, if unfuccefsful, fof-
fered nothing but a Difappointment, and had nothing to do
but to quit the Profecution of its Views for that Time, It was
then reftored again to what it was before, with the fame
Means of renewing the Attempt upon the firft favourable
Opportunity. The People it is true, have formerly gone
further, and were under the Neceflity to do it, but when they
did it, they acted not upon the Principles of the Law of Eng-
land ; they were obliged to haveRecourfe to that grand Principle
of the Law of Nations, & Daté facultate datur Jus facultatem
tuendi. . Yet this was but lamely underftood by the Bulk of a
People, ever tender of their Laws, and, like the Bulk of every
other People, little able to reafon upon_higher Principles ;
from hence the Crown derived fo great'an Advantage that for
the greater Part of the laft Century our Liberties were brought
into continual Hazard ; it was the Revolution alone, and the
Principles eftablifhed then, that could have poffibly preferved
us. 'The Do&rine of Hereditary Right in this extravagant Ex-
tent was taken away ; fome pofitive Cafes were enalted by Law
where the Crown fhall forfeit. ' This has given a Blow to Pre-

rogative;, which it can never recover. '
And fo far had we dwindled from the Virtue and Spirit of
our Forefathers, that even that Provifion of Refiftance, which
had been formerly made ‘to. ballance this Prerogative of inde-
feafible Hereditary Right, (infufficient as we have thewn it fo
have been,) was attually wholly given up at the Reftoration,
by the Oath prefcribed-to be taken in the * 4% Jor well Go-
wverning ‘and Regulating of Corperations; which was in thefe
Words: I A.B. do declare and believe that it is not lawful, upon
any Pretence whatfoever, to take Arms againf the King, and that
1 do abhor that traitorous Pofition, of taking Arms, by bis Authe-
vy, againft his Perfon, or againft "thofe that are commiffioned by
bhim. 8o help me God.—It was further difclaimed in the Pream -
ble to the A& of Attainder Anno 12 Car. 11. cap. 30. in the
following Words,— #nd be it hereby declared, that by the Un-
doubted and Fundamental Laws of this Kingdom, neitber the Peers
“of this Realn, nor the Commons, nor both together, in Parliament,
or outof Parliament, nor the People colleively, nor reprefenta-
trvely,” nor any other Perfons whatfocver, ever had, have, bath,

'8 Grotius de Jure Belli ac Pacis, lib, II, * Anno 13 Car. 11
*Stat.2z. Cap. a. :

-

> or
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or ought ho have any coerfive Power over the Perfons of the Kings

of this Realm.
1 ed, in the Preambles of different Alts

It was again difclaim
relating to the Militia, about the fame time, in thefe Words,

That both, or either of the Houfes of Parliament, can, or may,
lawfully raife or levy any War, Offenfive or Defenfive, againft bis
Majefly, bis Heirs, or lawful Succeffors. :

How far this Do&rine of Non- ¢fiftance,. without any Re-
ferve, ftruck at the Liberties of the People, is manifeft enough 3
but how far the very At of the Revolution has given the Li-
mitation to its Extravagance, We have already obferved ; and
as to the Oath before mentioned, it was direQly abrogated by
the A& of the 1ft of William and Mary, cap. 8.

Again, by two Ads, the one, An A&t for Safety and Prefer-
wation of his Majefly’s Pergan and Governmenty Anno 13 Car. I1.
cap. 1.—And another, for preventing Abufes in Printing, &€.
Anno 13 and 14 Car. I1. cap: 33. the Liberty of the Prefs was
totally reftrained. Thefe Laws were fuffered to expire.

- Byan A& again{t Tumults and Diforders, Anno 13 Car. 1L
cap. §. the Subject had been, in effed, deprived of that Right
of Petitioning either the Crown or Parliament ; for it was €=
na&ed—T bat, from and after the fir/? of Auguit 1661, no Per-
Jon or Perfons whatfoever, fball jfolicit, labour, or procure the
GeTTING OF HANDs, or OTHER CoNSENT of any Perfons
above the Number of TWENTY OR MORE, to any Petition,
Complaint, Remonftrance, Declaration, or other Addrefs to the
King, or both or either Houfes of Parlament, for Alterations of

Matters eftablifped by Law, in Church or State, or accompanicds
“h abope the Number of TEN PFRSONS.

at any one time, Wit
And that no Perfon or Per|ons exceeding TEN, as aforefaid, fball
prefent any ublick or private Grievance or Complaint, to any
Member or Members of Parliament after his Elestion, &c. under
Penalty of 100l. in Money, and Imprifonment for three Montbs,
without Bail or Mainprize.

This was virtually repealed by the A&, declaring the Rights
and Liberties of the Subject, Anno 1 William and Mary, Sefl. 2.
cap. 2. wherein it was Enaded, That it is the Right of the Sub-
ject to petition, and a1l Commitments and Profecutions for Juch pe-
titioning are illegal. A .
~ By this A& the Conftitution was farther reftored in very
many, and improved in other Inftances as follow.

1. It was ena&ed, That the pretended "Power of Jufpending
Laws, or the Execution of Laws by regal Autharity, without Con-

[fent of Parliament, is illegal. -
K2 | 2. That
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_ 2. That the Commiffion for erecting the late Coupt o Commif-
Saners for Eccle zc‘rgica[ Caufes, and all other Commiffuners and
Courts of the like Nature are illegal and pernicions, =

3. 2hat levying Money for, or to the Ufe of the Crown by Pre-
tence of Prerogative, without-Grant of Parliament, for longer
time, or in other Manner, than the Jame “is, or fball be granted,

s 1llegal and peruicious. ' o000

4. That the raifing or keeping a Standing Army within the King-
dom (in Time of Peace) unlefs it be with Confent of Parliament,
is againft Law. g -

5. That the Subjafts, which are Proteftants, may' bhave Ayms
_)Eb;;beir' Defence, fuitable to their Conditions, and as allswed by

6. That Elections of Members of Parliament ought to be
ree. .

7. That. the Freedsm of Speech and Debates, or Proceedings
in Parliament, qught not to be impeached or queftioned in any Court
or Place out of Parliament, ' '

8. That exceffive Bail ought net to be required, nor exceffive
Fines impofed, nor cruel and unufal Punifbments inflicted,

9. That Furies ought to be duly impamnelled and: returncd, and
Furies, which pafs upon Men in Trials for High Treafon, ought
2o be Frecholders. - > -

. 10. That all Grants and_Promifes of Fines and Forfeitures of
particular Perfons, befare Convidlion, are illegal and void,

11. That for. Redrefs of all Grievances, and for the amending,

Srengthening and preferving of the Laws, Parliaments ought to be
veld frequently.. v . .. ; .

12. That all Difpenfations pajjed by non obftante to A& of
Parliament, except in Cafes provided for by Law, fball be void.

13. That .every Perfon or Perfons, that is, are, or Sball be
reconciled to the Church of Rome, or fhall marry a Papift, fhall
be excluded, and be for ever “incapable to inberit, poffefsy or enjoy
the Crown and Government of this Realm, and Ireland, and the
Dominions thercunta belonging, or any Part of the fame, or to have,
ufe, or exercife anylegal Power, Authority argur{[dia‘?ian with-
in tbczfme, and i all and every fuch Cafe or Cafes, the People of
thefe Realms, [fhall be, and are hereby abfolved of their Allegiance,

and the Crown fball defcend to the next Proteftant Heir, |

This was followed by another Law, cap. 10. which took a-
way the Revenue arifing from Hearth-Money, with all the
Powers attendant. on that Collection ; which, as it was juftly
exprefled in the Words of the Preamble, was i itfelf not onlya

. great Oppreffion to the poorer Sorty but a Badge of Slavery up;n
the
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the whole People, expofing every Man’s Houfe to be entered inte
and Jearched, at Pleafure, by Perfons unknown tohim. "

In the fame Seffions of Parliament (cap. 27) one very great
and confiderable Part of this Kingdom was entirely redecmed
from a Jurifdi&tion utterly inconfiftent with the Freedom of a
Briti/b Subje, the Court of the Prefident and Council of the
Marches/Pales, which had been eftablifhed in 34 and 35 of Henry
VIIL and under which that Province had been governed till
this A& pafled, was totally abolithed, ‘and the People of that
Country allowed to enjoy the common Benefit'of the Engli/h
Law and Liberty 3 the Proceedings and Decrees of that Court,
having been (as it 1s recited in the Preamble) az intolerable Bur-
den to the Subject within the Jaid Principality, contrary to the great
Charter, the fnown Laws of the Land, and the Bivth-right of the
Subject 5 and the Means 1o introduce an arbitrary Power and Go-
vernment. -

In the 2d of William and Mary, a?. 7, a very unconftitu-
tional Prerogative, (for fo it was in ¢ ¢&, though not directly
exerted under the Name of the Crown,) was repealed ; and it
was enaled, That whereas the Eleflion of Members to ferve in
Parliament ought to. be free, and whereas the Wardens of the
Cinque Ports pretended to, and claimed as of Right, a Power ?‘
nominating and recommending 10 each of ‘the Cinque Ports, #he
tevo anciemt Towns, and_their refpeclive Members, one Perfon
whom they ought to elelt, 10 Jerve as a Baron or Member of Par-
liament for fuch Port, &c. all fuch Nomination or Recommendation
fhall be void. _

In the fame Year (cap. 8.) the Judgment of Duo Warranto
againft the City of London, was reverfed—its Liberties regrant-
ed, and made a Corporation.

By an A& in 1694, the 5th of William and Mary, cap. 7.
for Granting to their Majefties certain Rates and Duties, upon Salt,
Beer, Ale, and other Liquors, for the raifing of One Million
towards carrying on the War with France. This Claufe was
obtained, Provided always, and be it enalted, &c. That no Mem-
ber of the Houfe of Commons [ball, at any time, be concerned di-
reétly or indirectly, or any other in Truft for bim, in the Farming,
Colle@ing, or Managing any of the Sums of Money, Duties, or
other Aids granted to their Majefties by this Aé2, or that hereafter
fhall be granted by any other Alts of Parliament ; except the
Commiffimers of the Treafury, Cuftoms, and Excife, not exceeding
the prefent Number in each Office, and the Commiffioners of the
Land-1ax. But the Cuftoms and Excife were afterwardsex-
cluded, as we fhall prefently come to fhew, and continue fo

to be,

K3 Agaiy,

-
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Again, by another A& the fame Seffion, cap. 20, for Grani-
ing feveral Rates and Duties upon Tonnage of Ships ‘and Velels,
and upon Beer, Ale, and other Liguors, to raife one Million five
bundred thoufand Pounds, &c. Itwas provided farther—9 haz
no Officer or Perfon whatfoever concerned in any manner with the
Collection or Management of the Excife, fball, by Waord, Mef-
Jage, or Writing, or in any other manner, endeavour to influence
any Voter in Eleions, under Penalty of 1001, andof Incapa-
¢ity of holding any Qffice or Place of Truft under the Crown.

In the 7th of William 111, cap. 3. that famous Law was
pafled, which put the Lives, as well as Liberties of the Sub-
je&, upon fo happy a Foundation, that no People upon the
known Earth, can boaft of fuch Security. I mean, the A4
Jor Regulating Trials in Cafes of Treafon and Mifprifion of Trea-
Jon 5 which contained the following Claufes.

- X. That the Perons accufed fhould be entitled firf? ta have a Copy
of the Indictment five Days before the Trial,

2. To make their Defence by Council and Witneffes upon Oath,
the Council to be chofen by themfelves, and to have Sree Aecefs to
the Prifoner at all reafinable Hours.

3. Not to be inditled, tried, or attainted but by the Qath of twe
Witneffesy, and one Witnefs to one At of Treafon, and another to
another, not to be deemed two W itneffes.

4. Perfons outlawed, upon their Return to fland Trial, to have
the Benefit of this Aé3.

5. No Perfon to be indifted or profecuted, 'unlq/} within three
Years of the Offence.

6. Perfons iried, to have Copies of the Pannel two Days before
Trial.

7. Such Perfons to have-Procefs of the Court where they fball be
tried, ta compel their Witne(fés to appear far them at their Trials.

8. No Buidence to be admitted, or given of any Overt A&, not
exprefsly laid an this Indictment, againft any Perfon or Per/fons
whatfoever, '

And whereas the Commons are to be tried by a Jury of
Twelve, who-muft all agree in one Verdi& to condemn any
Man, and the Lords had till then lain under two great Difad-
vantages, fir/? that one Major Vote was fufficient to condemn
. a Peer in Cafes of this Nature ; and fecondly, that the Crown
had the Power of nominating a fele¢t Number ; appointing and
excepting what Peers it pleafed to fit in Judgment, it was then
. ena&ed, that their Trials fhould be made for the future by the whole

Bady of the Pecrage 5 and that every Peer fbould be dul y fummoned
at leaft twenty Days before, and to appear and vate at fuch Trial.

b
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In the fameYear, Seff. 1. cap. 4- the A& was paffed For pre-
wenting Charge and Expence in Elections of Members to ferve mn
Parliament, providing that C andidates after the Tefle of the Writy
or after any Seat in Parliament fbould become vamntpfar any Coun-
try, City, Borough, &c. giving or promifing any Prejent or Re-
ward for being elecied, to any Perfon having Right of Vote, fball be
incapable to ferve in Parliament for any fuch Place as aforefaid.

This was foon after followed by another A&t of the fame

Seffions, For preventing falfe and_double Returns, cap. 7+, con=
taining the following Claufes, 1. That in Cafe of falfe and double
Returns, the Party aggrieved may fue in any Court of Weftmin-
fter againft any Officers or Perfons, and every one of them, and
vecover double Damagess and full Cofts of Suit. 2. W haofoever
fhall make, or give any Contraél, Security, Promife, Bond, Gift or
Reward, to procure a_falfe or louble Returny Yhall forfeit 300
3. The Clerk of the Crown to make Entry of all Returns within
Jix Days after their Receipt, under Penalty of 5001 and For=
feiture of bis Office. . 4. All Returns conirary to the laft Determi-
nation of the Houfe of Commons, 1o be void, and 1o be deemed falfe,
and this A& to continue feven Years.

By the Aé in the 1 1th and 12th of William, For granting
an Aid to bis Majefly out of the forfeited Efiates, &Pc. 1t was
enacted, That no Member of Parliament Jhall after the 24th of
June 1700, be a Commiffioner -or Farmer of the Excife, or a |
Commiffioner ¢f Appeals, or Controller or Auditor of the faid
Duty.

Ir¥ the fame Year, cap. 7. an A& was pafled For preventing
irregular Proceedings of Sheriffs and other Officers, in making Re-
turns of Members, provided, That the Returns fhall be made to
the Clerk of the Crown, within faurteen Days after the Electiony |
&c. under Penalty of 500 .. |

In the fame Seflions, cap. 12. an A& pafled to punifb the Go- 1

vernors of Plantations, in this Kingdom, for Grimes committed by
them. in the Plantations, by which the moft remote Subjeéts of
the Briti/h Empire. obtained the Prote&ion of the Engli/h Laws
againft Oppreflions, which were before that Time without 2
Remedy. b 4 |
" The next Addition of Privilege and Security to the People,
and Diminution of Prerogative, was obtained by the Aet for
the- farther Limitation of the Crown, &c. Anno 12 William IL.
Sefl. 1. cap. 2. which was then fettled upon the Houfe of Ha-
noverss in this it was provided farther,

- wxs That whofacver fball hereafter come to the Poffeffion of this
Crown fhall join in Communion with the Church of England, as
by Law ¢fiablifbed. (The A& of 1 William and Mary, Seff- 2.

Capa

y
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¢ap. 2. before-mentioned had provided againft the Admiffiori of
any Papifd, it was now, 'for the abfolute Security of the Reli-
glon of this Country, provideds ‘that'no Diffenter from that

ligion,. of any 'Denomination whatfoever;: fhould be King
of Eﬂg!and) WY e gty 938 desve® PN A

- 24 Tlat m'cafe the Crown and Tmperial D‘gﬁiﬁy of this* Realr

Shall hereafter come to any Perfon not beivg a Native of this King-
dom, ghis' Nation- be not obliged to.engage in any I ar for the De-
Jence of .any Dominions. or Torritories, -which do mt belong to the
C ?'O‘wr;g' England, ‘without-€ onfent of Parliament, i otis
. 3. That after the faid Limitation ‘Pall take Effedt as aforefaid,
no Perfons born out of the Kingdoms of England, Scotland, or Ire-
land, or the Dominions thereunto belonging (although he be natura-
lized or made-a. Denizeny except: fiich as are: born:af Englith. Pa-
rents). fhall be capable io be of -the Privy Councilyar o Mimber of
either Houfe of Parliament, or to enjoy any Office or Place of Prao-
St or Truft esther Civil or Military, or to have any Grant of Lands,
Tenements, or Hereditaments, Srom the Crown to bimfelf, or ta any
other or others in Trufl Jor him, & : - ‘

4. That after the faid Limitation fball take Effect as aforefaid,
Fudges-Commiffioners fhall be made quamdiu {e bene geflerint,
and_ their Salaries afcertained and eftablifbed 5 but that upon Ad-,
drefs of both Houfes of Parliament, it may be be lawful to remove
them. 8% .
5. That no Pardon under the Gyeat Ssal of England e pleadable
20 an Impeachment &y the Commons iz Parliament, |

6. That all Laws and Statutes of. this Realm, Jfor fecuring the
eftablifbed Religion, and the Rights.and Liberties of the Peaple, be
ratified and confirmed. . ,

Another Improvement of our Conftitution was made imme-
diately after in that A&, for preventing any Inconvenience, that
may happen by Privilege of Parliament, Anno 12 Gul. 111. cap. 3.
by which it wasenacted, 1. That Aétions may be commenced againft
cither Peer or Member of Parliament in the Tnterval of Parliament.
2. That after Prorogation the Court may give Fudgment. 3. That
Perfons may bave Procefs againft Peer or Member of Parliament.
after the Diffolution of Parliament, and may exhibit any Bill or
Complaint againft any Peer or Member of Pariiament, and Jfequefter
the Parties Eftate. 4. Plaintiffs, who are prevented from Profe-
cution by any Privilige of Parliament, not to be barred by any Sta-
tute of Limitation. - | .

‘The next A& of the fame Nature was for adding a farther
Term to that formerly mentioned of 7 #il/. IIL. cap. 7. for pre-

venting falfe and double Returns of Members to ferve in Paria-

"‘ 7 (
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ment for feven Yearsy which was then continued for eleven
Years longer. | : .

The laft that we fhall mention of this Great and Happy
Reign, is of the fame Year, 11 and 12 Wil 111, cap. 10.
A. D. 1700, entitled An A2 for granting an Aid to bis Ma-
Jeflys for defraying the Expences of his Navyy, Guards and Garri-

oms, &c. in which it was provided, That afier the Diffelution
of that Partiament, no Member of the Houfe of Commons Jhould be
a Commiflioner of the Cuftoms, or capubie of holding any Office
in that Branch of the Revenue, nor any Perfon concerned- therein
fhould direéily or indirecily influence any EleGtion, wnder Penalty
of being incapacitated to hold any Office or Place of Truft under the
Crown, :

We now come to the Reign of Queen Anne, during which
the Prerogative ftill declined, and the Liberties of the People
were augmented and farther fecured, for by An Act for the bet-

., ter Support of her Majefly's Houfbold, and of the Honour and Dig=

! nity of the Crown, Anno 1 Annee, Stat. 1. cap. 7. it was deereed,
that for preferving the Revenues of the Crown, all Grants of
Marors, Lands, &c. made by the Crown for more than thirty-one |
Years or three Lives, or all Tenements for more than fifly Years,
fhould be void, by which the Crown was for ever deprived of
that great Means of Influence, and of burdening the Publick
Revenues by Gratifications, to their Favourites.

Anno 2 and 3 Anne, cap. 18. it was ena@ed, that any Aélion
er Suit fball and may be commenced and profecuted in any of her
Majefty’s Courts of Weftminfter, again/ any Officer of the Revenue,
or any other Place of Publick Truft, no Sfuch Action to b impeached
or flayed or delayed on Pretence of Privilege of Parliament, either
with Refpect to a Peer or. Member of the Houfe of Commons, and
this was manifeftly a great additional Security to the Subject
againft Power and Oppreffion.

In the Year 1704, 4 Anne cap. 8. An Ac pafied for the bet-
ter Security of her Majefly's Perfon and Government, and of the
Succeffiou ta the Crown of England in the Proteftant Line : By
which the Nation acquired the following Advantages.

1. That the Parliament fball not be diffolved by the Death of any
King or Queen of England, but that it fball continue Sfix Months
after ; that it fball immediately convene, meet, and fit, whether ad-
journed or prorogued, and in cafe there fhould be na Parliament in
being, then the laft preceding Parliament fball immediately convene,
and ity and be a Parliament, to continue, as aforefaid, to all In-
tents-and Purpofes.——A Provifo which, if rightly confidered,
muft appear to be infinitely wife, and may, in future Times,
prove of the laft Importance, to bring the Conftitution back

again,
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“again, if it fhould ever be interrupted or unhinged in any Ar-
bitrary Reign hereafter, |

2. The Privy Council, the Great Officers, and all Offices, Civil
er Military, fball continue likew:fe for fix Months.

3. The Privy Council, immediately after the Deceafe of the King
er Queen, to proclaim the next Proteftant Succeflor, under Penaity
of High-Treafon.—The Benefit of which three Claufes moft
manifeftly appeared upon the Death of the late Queen Aine.

It may be expected of me to take Notice in this Place, that
by this A& two Claufes in the A& of the 12th and r3th of 777/
Jiam I11. cap. 2. the firlt, Concerning the figning of Privy Coun-
Jeliors to all Aéts of State; and the {fecond, Containing a general
Exclufion of all Offices and Places of Profit, and all Per/fons hold-
ing Penfions from the Crown, from fitting in the Houfe of Commons
were repealed ; becaufe upon this Repeal the Malecontents have
taken their only plaufible Handle, to‘infinuate, that our Con-
ftitution has been impaired.—But this will admit of a very
eafy "Anfwer—for, in Fa&, this never was the Conftitution ;
thefe two Provifions were only made iz futuro, had never a&tu-
ally taken Place, were repealed long before they were to be in
Force, viz. in four Years after they were firft made, and at a
Period of Time, when that Government and Family they were
intended to reftrain, had no Power or Influence, in this Coun-
try, to procure their Repeal, and near ten Years before their
Acceflion to the Throne. Nay farther, as to the fecond
Claufe concerning Penfions, it has actually been reftored fince
that Acceflion, as we fhall thew in its due Place.’

4. It was enalted by this Law, that from and after the Diffo-
Tution, or fooner Determination of that Parliament, no Perfon
wwho fhall have, in his own Name, or in the Name of any Perfon
or Perfons in Truft for him, or for bis Benefit, any new Office, or
Place of Profit whatfloever wnder the Crown, which, at any Time
hereafier, fhall be created or ereled, nor any Commiffioner or Sub
Commiflioner of Prizes, and Secretary or Receiver of the Prizes,
any Comptrollerof the Accounts of the Army, any Commiffionet
of Tranfports, any Commiflionerof the Sick and Wounded, any
Agent fir any Regiment, ner any Commiffioner for Wine Li-
cences, mor any Governor, or Deputy Governor of any of the
Plantations, nor any Commiflioners sf the Navy employed in any
of the Qut-Ports, nor any Perfon having any Penfion' fiom the
Croion during Pleafure, fball be elected, [it, or wvote, asa Aember
of the Eoufe of Commens.

. &."N» Office to be fplit into Commiffion farther than already
«dene before the fir/t Day of the Seffions of Parliament 170 5.6 i
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6. All Members of Parliament accepting any Place of Profit under’
the Crown, during the Time of their being Members, their Elecions
t0 become immediately void, but capable of being re-elelted, if the Peo-
ple fhould think proper 10 chufe them again under that Circumftance.
 This Claufe was enaéted in the Place of that which we have
already obferved to have been repealed by this A&, whereby
Perfons holding any Employments were totally excluded. —This Pro-
vifion being thought much more confiftent with the Liberty of
the Subje&, both Elefted and Eleftors—And, in the Opinion
of that Time, as great a Security as could be defired by any Peo-
ple, fince it put it out of the Power of the Reprefentatives to
deceive their Conftituents, and leftit to their own Option, whe-
ther they would confide their Interefts again in the Hands of
the fame Perfon, after that Change of his Condition.

7. A Penalty of s00l. to be recovered by any Perfon who fhall
fue any Member who fball fit contrary to this Act, and the Election
of fuch Member to be woid.

Greatly as the Prerogative and Influence of the Crown was
reduced by this Law, it is much to be queftioned, whether its
Benefits exceeded that which I fhall next mention ; Viz.

Aét of the 7th of Anne, cap. 21. for Improving the Union of
the two Kingdoms.—For by this A&, 1&t, That ineftimable Law
of Treafons before mentioned, was extended to that Part of Great

ritain called Scotland.  2dly, It was enacted, That after the

Death of the P;;ﬂm called the Pretender, when any Perfon Jhall

be indicied for High Treafon, or Mifprifion of Treafon, a Lift of
the Witne/Jes that fball be produced on the Trial for proving the Jaid
IndiEiment, and of the, Jury, mentioning the Names, Profeffionsy
and Places of Abode of the faid WitneJes and Furors, Jball be alfo
given at the fame Time that the Copy of the Indiciment is deli ered
to the Party indiéted, and that Copies of all the Indiftments for
the Offences aforefaid, with fuch Lifls, fball be delivered to the
Party indicted, ten Days before the Trial, and in Prefence of
1200 or more credible Witneffes. And 3dly, That after the Deceafe
of the faid Pretender, and at the End of the Term of three Years,
after the Succeffion of the Houfe of Hanover the Throne) ns

Attainder for Treafm feall extend to the difnberiting of any Heir,

nor to the Prejudice Ig the Right or Title of any Perfon or Per-
fons, other than the Kight or Title of the Offender or Offenders,
during bis, ber or their natural Lives only, and that it Jfball and
may be lawful to every Perfon or Perfons, to whom the Right
or Intereft of any Lands, Tenements or Hereditaments, after the
Death of any fuch Offender or Offenders Jhould or might have ap-
Q:;taimd, if no fuch Attainder had been, to enter into the fame :
hich noble Provifion for the Lives and Property of the Sub-
ject,
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je&y: taken in all its Confequences, is not to be found in any
other. Governmert upon Earth, . o~
In1710, 9 Tuncey cap. 5. the A& was paﬁ'ed'ﬁrﬁcuring the
Freedom of Parliaments, and. the further qualifying the Members
Yo fit in the Houfe of - Gommans, appointing a RQualification _of
600 1. .per Annum for Counties, and 300 L. @ Year for Cities
and Boroughs. . A Provifion wholly new in the Conttitution
of this Country, i o
In the fame Seffion, ¢ap, 10. it was enacted, That na Poft-
mafter or Poft-mafter General, or his or their Deputy, or Depu-
ties, or.any Perfon employed by or under bim or them, in the re-
ceiving, collelting ar managing rhe Revenue of the Poft. Office,
Jhould in any Manner whatfoever per[uade or diffuade any Vater for
Members to ferve in Parliament, under the Penalty of 1001, and
¢f Difgualification;. Difability, and.- Tracapacity of ever bearing,
or executing any Office. or Place of Truft whaifoever under the
Crown. : -
In the 10th Aune, cap. 23. an A& was pafled Jfor the more
aﬁ?ﬁm{ preventing fraudulent Conveyancesy in order to multiply
ates ffor .electing Knights of the Shire to ferve in Parliament,
providing againft this Evil by an Qath, and inflicting the Penalty
of Perjury upon the Perfon, tither fuborning or taking that Oath
Jalfy . s L
In the r2th of the fame Reign, cap. 5. there was an A&
of the fame Nature, for the better regulating the Eletions in
Scotland. |
And in the fame Seflion, Stat. 1. cap, 15. the Act concerning
double Returns, (firft made, Anno 7 and 8. Gul. I11. cap. 4. for
feven Years, then continued as we have obferved for eleven
Years more, in the 12 William, cap. 5.) was made perpetual.
In the Firft of George 1. 1714. cap. 4. It was enacted, That
no Perfon fball be hereafier naturalizéd, unlefs in the Bil{ exhibited
Sor ttat Purpafe, there bea Clanfe or particular Words inferted to
declare, That fuch Perfon fhall not thereby be enabled to be of the
Prrvy Council, or a Member of sither Houfe of Parliament, or ts
take any Office or Place of Truft, either Civil or Military, or to
bave any Grant of Lands, Tenements, or -ffgrediramgms from the
Crown to himfelf, or any other Perfon in Truft for him, and that
no Bill of Naturalization fhall be hereafier received, unlefs fuch
Claufe or Words be fir/? inferted or contained therein. .
Inthe firft of the fame Reign 1715. Sect. 2. cap. 56. a far-
ther A& was made, to difable any Perfon from being chofe a
Member of fitting or voting in the Houfe of Commons, who has any
Penfion for any Number of Years from the Crown, and the Penalty

of 201, for cvery Day that fuch Member fball prefume to fit or vote
in
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in that Houfe : By which A&, the one of the two Claufes before
mentioned ii the A& of the 12th and 1 3thoof William, which
was repealed by the 4th of Anne, cap. 8. wasagain rc|ﬁored. -

“In the fecond of the prefent King 17280, the Bill for the
more effectual prevénting Bribery and Corruption in the Eleclion of
Members to ferve in Parliament was paffed into @ Law.

And in the fir/? Seffions of this prefent Parliarpen;,-'an-A&
was pafled for the farther Limitation of Placemen tn the. Houfe of
Commaons, of which we have already had Occafion to fpeak, by
which, after the Expiration or foomer Determination of this prefent
Parliament, among others are excluded the feven Commiffioners
of the Revenue in Ireland, the feven Commiflionersaf the Vidtu-
alling Office, #he Clerk of the Pells, and-all the Deputies, Infe:
ferior Officers and Clerks of thefe Commiflions, and of the Trea*
fury, Exchequer, Pells, Admiralty, Secretaries of Statey and
Paymafter of the Forces, (twoor three only excepted, ) together
with the major Part of the Eftablithment of Minorca and Gibral-
tar.—This is that A&, for which the prefent Adminiftration,
inftead of Thanks, have been repaid with the vileft Reproaches
of the Fadtion, and' the moft cruel’Abufe'of their ungrateful
Country. ' '

Iri' the fame Seffion pafled that Claufe in the Bill for Muting
and Defertion, for taking the Potwer of billetting of Soldiers i the
City and Liberty of Weftminfter, out of the Hands of the High
Conftable of that City, and placing it with effectual Provifions in
the Hands of the petty Conflobles, by which a very great Abufe and
Miéans of Fraud and Influence were taken away.

We now come in order of time to the Z/i Seffin of this Par-
Fiament, when the Pot-A&, (which was, n ¢ffell, an arbitrary
Tax, at the Will and under the Direction of the Excife,) was re-

ealed. ' ]
: And laftly an A& was pafled for the further Security of the
Freedom of Election'in that Part. of Great Britain called Scot=
Yand.—The four Jaft AQ@s here mentioned have been - gained
fince the Removal of the late Minifter; and in little more than

the Space of one Year; yet are the' People taught to believe,

that they have gained nothing.———Quos Deus vult perdere de-
mentat. ;

The Reader will pardon this long Deduétion of popular
Laws, which T have here inferted ; fuch a Review can never
be tedious to any Man, who fincerely loves his Country 5 and
I am certain that the Recapitulation of thofe extraordinary
Amendments of our Conftitution; here prefented to their View
will greatly contribute to the Peace and Quiet of many honeft

en, who in the Paffion and Hurry of thefe Times, have tov
y By
. incom-

;' ———— e e
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inconfiderately fuffered themfelves to be impofed upon by a
groundlefs Clamour ; without either giving themfelves time,
or Opportunity to confider ferioufly how unjuft it is.

For whoever will take the Pains to look back upon the Con-
dition of our former Government, and will refle&t as he ought
to do upon thefe Laws, and Acquifitions (and many more
there are, all tending in fome Degree to the fame Improve-
ment) and any Man, who will weigh what we have already ex-
plained as to the Power of the Crown in its Civil Lif?, in its
Employments, or in its Prerogative, if he really means nothing
but to preferve this Conftitution, muft confefs that the Liberty
and Property of this Nation, never ftood in any Period of
Time, upon fo ftrong a Bafis, repaired in every Breach that
Time had made, fortified with additional Pillars of prodigious
Security, and every Day encreafing in Solidity by the Effe& of
Laws, which from the Courfe of Time and Nature muft take
Place in a few Years.

From thefe Refle€tions it does really appear, that Men be-
tray their Ignorance in the moft grofs Manner, when they talk
in that unmeaning Cant, of the Neceflity of bringing back our
Conftitution to its firft Principles, fo much the Fathion in thefe
Times ; for I may defy the ableft Man inEngland fairly to give
the Inftance of any Period in this Government, where the
Power of the Crown ftood upon Lwer, or the Liberty of the
Subjec? upon higher Ground than it does at this Day.

Men cannot deny, that Prerggative was reduced, and the
Conflitution reflored by the Revolution ; they will not venture to
do this, becaufe the Falfhood would be too glaring, but they
have taught the People to think, that all thefe Amendments of
the Letter of our Conftitution (if I may fo exprefs it) are ren-
dered ineffe¢tual by the Increafe of Influence in the Crown,
from additional Revenues, and additional Employments, fince that
Time. The Fa& is totally the Reverfe, as we have feen.—
Half the Guards and Provifiens for the Liberty of the Subject
have been acquired long fince that Period ; every Reign, and al-
moft every Parliament have made Additions to the Privileges
of the People ; infomuch that the People would be manifeft
Lofers, were they to exchange their Conftitution for what it
was at any one Inftant of Time, previous even to the laft Sef-
fion of Parliament : And this would be more or lefs the Cafe,
were they to go back from Year to Year, from this prefent
Year 1743, to 1066 the Ara of the Conquett.

This Revenue of the Crown, which they magnify fo much,
is demonftrated to be lefs capable in all Confiderations to an-

fwercorrupt Purpofes, than it was formetly ; and we have al-
ready,
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ready, as it fhould feem, all the Laws, that the Wifdom of
Man can invent, to leflen its Operation in that way,—If thefe

Laws are not effe€ual, there is too much Reafon to fear that

the Remedy is beyond the Power of Law, and that the Ewvil
muft arife from the Ambition, which is incident to the Nature
of all popular Governments, and to the Opulence of this Coun-
try, which Circumftances, coveted by all Nations, and defira-
ble as they juftly are upon the whole, were never free from the
Inconveniencies of this kind ; have conftantly debauched the

Morals of every People ; and introduced Corruption, in fome

degree, wherever they exifted.

Thofe Employments {aid to be fo much encreafed fince the
Revolution, are a&ually cut off from their Influence upon the
Conftitution, as far as written Laws can do ity in innumer-
able Inftances. Since the sth of #illiam and Mary, 1694,
no new Employment in the Revenue can be held by any
Member of the Houfe of Commons ; fince the 4th of Anne,
1705, no new Employment whatfoever, excepting in the Navy
or the Army. Some with very good Intentions wilh thefe
military Offices to be excluded too. But this Opinion is full
of Danger, ‘for whofever lives tofee them totally excepted like-
wife, can rationally expeét nothing but a military Govern-
ment. We have therefore gained a Guard againft any En-
creafe of this Evil in future, very near as faras it can be pru-
dently defired. The Cufoms, Excife, Poft-Office, and a
Multitude of other Civil Officers, which exiftct long before
the Revolution, (and not, as it is falfely conceived,) of later
Inftitution, have been alfo weeded out of Parliament.

It is therefore an-abominable Impofition upon Mankind to
infinuate'this Do&rine; neither are the Means of Influence e-
qual, nordo the Laws permit it to be exerted, though the
Means did actaally exift.

If any thing more or better can be devifed to render our

Conftitution yet:more pure, that Man would be very difhon-
eft, who would not endeavour to attain it, — but every Quack
Receipt is not.a' Remedy. The Cure muft be chiefly looked
for in the Virtue of the People, and much Help it might re-
ceive from thofe, who bellow loudeft againft Corruption, if
they would refufe to pay its Wages at their own Elettions ;
the Wioman once vitiated by one Man, will become an eafy
Proftitute to any other ; and the Countryman corrupted by
the Bribeof a Patriot, will undoubtedly make no Scruple after-

wards to fell his Vote to any Minifterial Hireling. '
What I have faid upon thofe Heads, is not intended to de-
¢er any honeft and well confidered Attempts for any farthec
Amend-
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Amendments in our Conftitution, if they canbe made; bue it
is intended and ought juftly to have its Effe& fo far as to con-
vince- the Publick, that they are deceived, thattheir Condition
is (whatever Imperfeétions ftill remain) in fa& infinitely more
fecure than it ever was fince we have been'a Nation ; and that
therefore the Impatience expreffed by fuch Numbers is extra-
vagant, and muft appear altogether unaccountable to every
thinking Man,—Nor is it for this Reafon eafy for any. Man, the
beft intentioned to the People, to comply with the Humour of
thefe Times, becaule it is impofiible to know what they would
beat, what would content them, or'what would be the Limits
the_'y would prefcribe to their Demands,--Nor can this be known,
nor can they be trufted, fo long as they found theirQpinions upon
falfe Fa&s, and Do&rines fo erronous, as fo evidently thefe ap-
pear to be.. I mean not to juftify any Faults, that have been,
or may be committed in the Conduct of our Affairs; but I
mean to moderate that Paffion, which mifguides them-in their
Reafonings upon it, which-hurries them into fuch Expeétations
and Refentments, as muft deftroy the very Bleffing they en-
joy by grafping after more than it is their real Intereft to have;
It mult be carried in Remembrance, that our Conflitution is a
Monarchy, and thaugh limited, yet thatihe Crown mufl be permit-
ted a confiderable Share of Power; without which our Government,
whatever we may afterwards. think fit.to call it, will become of ano-
therSpecies, aSpecies which certainly we are not fitted for,which, as
in former Times, we fhould fuffer.all the Evils of Confufion. in at-
temptmg to procure 5 and which, when procured, we never fhould be
able to mamntain,

Sitting down therefore with Minds grateful and fenfible of
the very great Advantages we -now enjoy beyond what our
Forefathersever knew, let us ftill entertain all reafonable Views
of further Benefit, but without Prejudice or Paffion ; let us cor-
rect the Faults, or even amend the Defe&ts of Government, in
all Cafes where they are real, and not imaginary, where the
Circumftance of Time will fuffer it, when we have the Power
to do it, and when no worfeInconvenienees would follow from
it.--But let us not meafure thefe Faults or Defects by the: Cla-
mours of a Faétion ; let us confider, that the Eye of Oppolfition
magnifics every Mite of Power, as much as the Eye of Power
diminifhes every Object of popular Complaint. Let us therefore,
when we enter upon this Work, engage in it with Moderation,
--and with a candid and wife Refleétion, that nothing human can
be perfet, that Men will have their Faults as long as they are
Men ; thas we muft in Government, as well as in other Things,
take the Evil with the Good ; and that that Nation is happy

upon
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upon the whole, where the latter far exceeds the former

erunt donec homines, fed néque hae continua, &5 meliorum itterventie

enfantur : — In this State of things, in fuch a critical Situation
of Affairs abroad, in fuch a Ferment of the People, as we have
lately feen at.home, ‘there can be no Wonder, that Men of
Senfe fhould defire time to confider ferioufly what farther Al-

terations may be mdde with Safety ; we may certainly reft at-

refent without any immediate Fear for Liberty, if not, it is
difficult to comprehend how our Anceftors, who fell {o fhort of
us, as we have thewn in this refpeét, preferved their own, Or
delivered any down to us. — From the Sketch, that has been
offered of the laft Place- Bill, we fee that we fhall obtain in five
Years, and perhaps much fooner, a great additional Security.
If therg,be Truth in the Suggeftions of the Faction, that every
Member of Parliament pofleffed of an Employment, is byafled
by it, and would a& differently if he had it not, however falfely
they have reprefented that Bill, it will make 2 mighty Difference
in our future Parliaments. Though this fhort Period may be
thought long, by the Members of a Faé?iomy to wait for a Turn
of Affairs, that may bring them into Office, it cannot be thought
long, by any honeft and difinterefted Man, to wait for the Be-
nefit of this Conftitutional Alteration—Such a Man will confi-

der, that Excefs in Regulations of this kind, brings equal Dan-

ger on the one hand, as Zmperfection might in Time produce
upon the other.—Such a Man would be unwilling to aé‘i) preci-

pitately in a Matter of this Moment, would proceed by De- |

grees, would defire to experience the Effe¢t of every one Law
of this Nature, before he ventured to promote another—Such
a Man will attach himfelf neither to the Rega/ nor to the Po-
pular Power —He will fix his Attention folely to maintain the
true Ballance of this Government.—He will be neither moved
by Difappointments from the Crown, nor by Abufes from the
People. He will a& refolutely with either, when they are
right.— He will oppefe both vigoroully, in their Turns, when
they are wrong.— His fole View in Power, or out of ,Power
will be the Good of his Coufitry.— His Study will be, to fup.
port the Crown, without flattering the Prince — Ané he will
confider more the real Service of the People, than their giddy
Approbation.—He will neither be fettered by general Maxims
nor tied to any Utepian Syftem, but will be governed by Time;
and Circumftances, of which he will endeavour faithfully te
make the beft Advantage for the Publick.—3uch a2 Man Yis a

s Tacit, Hiff. Lib. 4
e true

this

we may fafely pronounce of the State in which we live, * Vitia. 2

-
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true Patriot, whofe Fate it will fometimes be, to appear in the
vulgar Apprehenfion unfteady, when he is moft conftant, and
inconfiftent when he is moft confiftent. This muft often be the.
Cafe in thofe Countries, where CharaGers are won or loft by
Party rather than by Principl : And fuch is undoubtedly the
Cafe ‘of this Country in which we live.

It is now time to think of drawing towards a Conclufion of
this Paper, which has fwelled to a greater Size than is common
in Works of this kind, but which the Nature of the Thing,
and the great Field of Matter I have been obliged to. travel
thro’, have rendered unavoidable. Many Suggeftions and falla-
cious Reafonings have been pafled upon the Publick in thefe
confufed Times, of which even yet I have taken no Notice.—
But I have obferved upon thofe of moft Importance, and it
would be not only endlefs, but abfurd, to attempt an Anfwer to
many of thefe Points, upon which the fimple Part of thePeople
have been lately entertained.—Perhaps I have rather gone too
far in this Attempt already in fome Refpe&s ; for it is very ob-
vious, that the greater Part of the Arguments employed by the
Faction againft whom I write, are of a Nature, which renders
them of all others' the moft unanfwerable,—they have the Pro-
perty which a great Author afcribes to Nonfenfe, — Nonfenfz,
fays he, ffands upon its own Bafis, like a Rock of Adamant,—there
15 10 Place about 1t weaker than another —the Major and.the Minor
are of equal Strength, — its Queftions admit of no Reply,. and its
Affertions are not to be invalidated 5 if it affirms any thing, you
cannot lay hold of it'5 or if it denies, you cannot confute it ; In
a Werd, there are greater Intricacies in an elaborate and well-
written Piece of Nonfenfe, than in the mof? profound Tralt of Schaol
Divinity.—Such are the Produions of the Fa?ion of this Time;.
and the fame Author obferves, that of this Nature have always.
been the Produtions of the fame Men ; nor can we form b
any more unerring Rule our firft Sufpicions of the Nature of
any Faction in this Country; a Facobite Faction, or a Tory Party
(whichy as we have fully fhewn before, is by unayoidable Fa-
tality always led by Facobites, whether they know it or not)
eternally hath, doth, will, and muft fight in Entrenchments
of this kind. |

‘But theprefent Paction, from hence at firft naturally fufpe&ted,
has at:length been fully dete&ed, by all their Endeavours to pre-
ferve £irance, to facrifice the Houfe of Auf?ria, and to poifon
the Principles of the People to the Proteftant Succeffion, and to

_the Family now upon the Throne, by the Arts ufed to inflame
the People, which have been the fame that were ever ufed by the
fame Faction, and by the Tendency, of every Point with WhliCh
' ' they
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they goad the People on to Difcontent and Diffatisfaction; which

Points incontrovertibly appear, when viewed in a true Light,
to confift in thefe three Heads; I. The Deftruction of the W higs,
and the Elevation of the Tories; 2. The Expulfion of the prefent
Royal Family ; 3. The Change of the Conflitution of this Kingdom.
As this is undeniably evinced by the Deduction of their Condudt,
and the Examination of their Principles, and the Evidence of the
Fucts.contained in the preceding Pages, every Man of Honefty
will think me warranted in this Undertaking to maintain, and
every Man of Senfe will know, that I have fufficiently main-
tained, that Propofition, which I laid down in the Beginning
of thefe Papers, as my principal Point to prove, viz. That the
Oppofition of this Lime 15 not an Oppofition, dut a Faction; and
that of the moft dangerous kind to this Nation.

And now the Heads of the Faétion for their laft Refource
will feek to fhelter, and will throw themfelves among that
general Herd, whom they for a while have led, but they will
£nd no Prote@ion there, they are fingled out ; the Reft will
{ee whom we have marked, will feparate, and retire from the
Society of thofe, with whom they can aflociate themf{elves no
longer, without the utmoft Danger.

We make no Doubt, that they will labour to revive the falfe
Opinion, that the Principles of their Faftion are not to be ap-
prehended ; it is the conftant publick Topic of Difcourfe with
“Facobites, that there is not a Facobite in England. But they
have opened themfelves too far, their Views have been too gla-
ring, they have unmafked too foon, and it avails nothing for
a Man to deny the Name, while he purfues the Thing 5 it will
be hard to convince a rational Being, that a Party, driving at
this furious Rate, as we have feen, in fuch a Road, can have any
other View; were it for Preferment and Employments only,
it is a villainous Purfuit, when followed by thefe Means, and
without enquiring who are the Men, how many, that are ac-
tuated by the fir/#, or that concur on Account of the fecond
View, it is fully fufficient for the Publick, that the Conduct
of the Faétion manifeftly leads to this fatal End.

But at the fame Time that we fay this juftly of the general
Tendency of the prefent Oppofition, it would be highly unjuft
to make no Diftinétion, or to charge the Bulk of thofe Indivi~
duals, of which this Faction has been hitherto compofed, with
the fame Principles.—We do it not ;—we are very fenfible that
different Motives of Difcontent, and even of miftaken Honefty,
bave certainly drawn in many well-meaning Men to aflociate
with them. Yet I muft freely fay thus much even of thef=, and
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of all who are concerned with them, that though they may
L2 efcape
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- efcape the Depth of Cenfure, which is due to thofe by whom
they are thus pitifully led, they are not wholly free from Blame,
in tampering with Government, without taking any Pains to
‘inform themfelves ; and fome of them are undoubtedly guilty of
a Crime, not fo eafily excufed, wiz. that of refigning their
Judgments to other Men (as it is too much the Cafe of all Par-
ties) with a View, one Time or other, to promote or advance
their private Interefts by it. The Corruption is equal, to aban-
don the Will to the Profpeit of Advantage, as to the Poffé{fion
of it; and it is confequently as wicked to oppofe for the E xpecta-
t7on (though more popularly wicked) as to fupport Government
for the prefent Profit of Employments. — God and themf{elves
only know how many of the Faction are culpable in this.—But
fet them weigh it well, and whether the Danger to the Publick
is not equal in both Cafes.—Others there are, who, from want
of Courage to ftand againft unjuft Calumny, are dragged along,
againft their Wills, by the Fury of their Party, — of thefe no
better can be faid, than that they are Cowards, and do not de-
ferve the Name of Men. — There is yet another Clafs, whofe
Intereft in their Counties and their Boroughs, compel them to
flatter the heated Imaginations, corrupt Principles, or flu€uating
Humours of thofe they reprefent; but this, if duly confidered,
is as great Corruption as the reft, and the Bottom of it is no-
thing better.than unwarrantable Vanity, or a Preference of their
own private Intereft to that of the Commonwealth.—And there
is yet 2 fourth Set of Men, who by their Pride and Refentments
to the Crown, or to the Adminiftration, for that want of De-
ference and Refpect, which cannot be extended to all who de-
ferve it, and is often expe&ted by thofe who deferve it not, are
driven into this Extravagance.—Though this is indeed that Evil
to which generous Spirits are the moft expofed, yet no confide-
rate Man can think, that this, or any Motive in the World,
can be a {ufficient Excufe for any one to concur in the Deftruc-
tion of his Country. = .
If the Bulk of thofe who now affociate with this Faction re-
- fle& carefully upon thefe Things, and if all under thefe diffe-
rent Circumftances, edify as they ought to do by thefe Reflec-
tions, I may venture to affirm, that it will, in a fhort Time,.
make that Figure, which it is the Wifh of every honeft Man
to fee it make. Leaving therefore thefe Gentlemen to their
own Refle@ions, I fhall now fum up what I have chiefly en-
deavoured to inculcate in the preceding Pages, in a few Confi-
+ derations, which I fubmit to the general Mafs of Men.
1, Whether the Avowal of Principles, and the Purfuit of 3
Canduct dire@ly tending t¢ ferve, fave, and aggrandize, and
: to
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to divert the Attention of the People from the Danger of their
Eternal and Implacable Enemy the French, obftru&ting all
Means for the Support, and giving up the Balance, of Power,
under Pretences either of Inability, Inutility, on any Plea
whatever, labouring to deftroy the Faith of our Treatics, and
contending for the Defertion of our Allies, fuggefting an abfurd,
infamous and evidently difproved Propofition, that we fight only
for the Service of a Foreign Territory, endeavouring to preju-
dice the People againft the #higs, and to poifon the whole Af-
fetions of the Nation to their prefent Prince, and to the Pro+
tefiant Succeffion, was not the dire® Condu&, in all its Parts,
of a Facobite Faftion, under the delufive Title of a Tory Party,
in the Reigns of King /illiam and Queen Anne?

2. Let them confider, to what Point they were hurried by
that Feltion. Whether it did not end in the Prefervation of
France, whom nothing elfe could have then faved, and in the
Confufion of their own Country, ‘which nothing lefs than the
Providence of God could have afterwards preferved? Whether
the Fruits of the Blood of 200,000 Men, and of 70 Millions of
Money fpent in that late long War, were not caft away by this
Condu& of that Faltion ? Whether the Reftoration of France,
has not created 30 Millions of unneceflary Expence fince that
Time, a Rebellion which cofte Miilion in the next Reign, the
Neceflity of double the Army in Timesof Peace, that we thould
otherwife have had Occafion to maintain, and the vaft Expences
we muft now incur anew, to reduce within due Bounds the
exorbitant Power of the Houfe of Bourbom ?

3. Whether there be any other Way to learn the Principles
of Men, than by comparing their former with their prefent
Conduét, or to judge of the future Effeés of their prefent, but
by the paft Confequences of their former Coduét? Whether
the very individual Methodsare not now purfued by the prefent
Oppofition, that were purfued by the Facobite FaiZion of that
Time ? Whether therefore any Man who can reafon at all, can
conclude the prefent Oppofition (whatever Pretences it may
ufe, or whatever Title it may bear) to be any other than a di-
ret and apparent Fation of the fame Kind?

4. Whether the fame Tree muft not, by all the Laws of
Nature, conftantly produce the fame Fruit; the like Caufes,
the like Effets ; and then what muft be the Fruit and the Ef-
fect of the Meafures of the prefent Fa&ion ?

5+ Let the Tories in_particular (I fpeak not to thofe Facs-
bites. who aflume the Name, but to thofe who are really no
more than honeft and well-meaning Men, and fuch in general

they are,” who have inherited that Appellation becaufe their

Parents

+ 7y
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Parents were fuch, or becaufe of their Interefts in
tions, or the Company they keep) let thefe,
ther they ever got any Thing by joining with a Facobite Facition,
but Mifery to their Country, and Shame to themfelves? Whe-
ther they were ever led by a Facobite Faction, but that they be-
came their Dupes ? Whether they were ever engaged with a
Facobite Faition, but they were brought to repent, and forced
to recant at laft 7 Whether they ever knew their Men, or faw
their Danger, till it was almoft too late to repent, and ufelefs to
recant?! Whether they have not ever been carried away by
Names inftead of Things 2 And whether the Cry about Hanover
now, is not what the Cry about the Church was formerly, raifed
and fomented with as little Reafon, and for the fame vile Pur-
pofe? Whether they have not too much Honefly to fi upportan
Alliance with a Facobite Faction, to its End and Iflue? Let them
reflect, whether by acting as they now doy they putit not out of
the Power of their beft intentioned Friends to abelifh thofe un-
happy Party- Diftinctions, which every well-meaning Man fin -
cerely wifhes to deftroy ? and which he will fincerely labour to
deftroy (whenever their Moderation can make it fafe or poffible)
by a juft and equal Advancement of Merit, where ever it is
found in Jndividuals among them# But let them confider fairly,
how apt they have been on all Oceafions to affociate with, and
to be guided by, Men of worfe Principles, and for this Reafon,
whether they can exped it, while they unite with thefe Men,
and while they claim it as a Party, which is their.prefent Cafe.

6. Let the few Republicans, and #bigs, whofeHgaty Paffions
and Difappointments have /7celed them into the Temper of Re-
publicans, confider, whether a Republican, and fuch al¥ hig, when
in Alliance with a Facobite Fastion, is any thing elfe, or better,
than the Factal/ to the Lyon, with whom he is, for a Time, al-
lowed the Honour to hunt, but with whom he will never be
permitted to divide the Prey ; Let them analyfe that Philter,
they have taken to ftimulate this unnatural Affé@ion, and re-

flect that fuch a Copulation can engender nothing but a Mon-
i | <3 -

their Corpora-
I fay, confider,whe-

A _@Jaa?e?on“enfum neque jukfftérz's
ga_wzfé' in latis alit Efeuletss 3 ul
Nec Fube Tellus generag.ss————— Hor.

7. Let the honeft #ligs confider, how often their ¥ irmnefs
and good Senfe have faved their Gountry, and whether any
thing but Union among themdelyas cando it rmm?szmethe_r
particular Points, though moft undeniably. {uited to: the ##hig
Erinciple, ought to be purlyed, naymay mi_:.nved-.toaﬁﬂmtér-
B R . s
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be for a Time oppofed by #higs, in a Conjunéture, when bya
Chain of Circumftances, that Purfuit would not be only vain
| in itfelf, but tend to deftroy the Whig Interefi 7~—W hether the
| Support of that ought not to be the primary Confideration ?
And whether the gaining a few popular Laws (were this even
certainly the Cafe) at the Expence of that, would be for the
Benefit of this Country? Whether the popular Laws we now
have, or thofe we might perhaps acquire, could be long pre-
{erved after the Ruin of that Intereft? Whether therefore it is
not below the Underftanding of a #hig, to drop the Sub/fance
in this manner for the Shadow ? Whether for this Reafon it is
not more prudent to content ourfelves awhile with what we
have already, and to wait a fafer Opportunity toexert ourfelves
for the farther Improvement of our Conftitution? Whether we
fhould not make a foolifh Bargain for our Country, if while we
were hunting after fome feemingly convenient, but yet (after
all) precarious Advantages at home, we fhould i uffer a Foreigh
Power infenfibly to become our Mafter ? Or while we were too
paffionately engaged in pufhing for the farther Advancement of
our Liberty, we fhould rafhly throw our Government into the
Hands of a Family; who muft in all Probability deftroy it, or
gradually wreft out of that Line, which is demonftrably moft
likely to preferve it *—Whether therefore it is not our Bufinefs,
in our prefent Situation, to fettle and confolidate our Govern-
ment, which has been not a little fhaken in the Tempeft of the
Jate Times, than (before that is done) to run any new Rifque,
in attempting to be detter than well.

8. Let the Publick confider fairly, whether every one of thofe
Points, upon which they have been of late fo furioufly inflam-
ed, are not wilfully and wickedly mifreprefented, and already
proved, by the Event, to be notorioufly falfe in every Inftance? |
—As to the Refufal of the Heffians to march,—-the Inability of
the Hangverians to aé,—the Acceflion of the Dutch—the Infi-
delity of the King of Sardinia,—the unjuft Reflettions on the
King, as not intending to affift in his EleCtoral Capacity,--the
Vote of the King of Pruffia;~—the Impoffibility of. faving the
Queen of Hungary, and of refifting France ;—let, them refleét,
to what we fhould have been reduced, if we had fellowed the
Advice of the Faéiion, and then refolve, whether they can fol-
low them any longer, without Ignominy to themfelves, and
Deftru&ion to their Country ?

g. Liet the Popular Intereft confider, as to all their Popular
Purfuits, what was their Original View in Oppofition ? with -
what they would have becn contented, and for what they would
have willingly compounded a little Time ago? And if their Ex-

peflations |
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pettations are to grow with their Succefs, how they can ever
be contended? Whether they have not got the End ? and if
they have, whether it is not Folly to purfue the Means? Whe-
ther if the Power of the Crown, and of the Lords, were greatly
lefs, the Commons could be long witheut engroffing all? Let
them examine, whether itis not their Nature, and thatof every
People, t6 rife in'their Demands for Power, as they encreafe in
it # Whether, if they had as much more, as fome very honeft-
]}’s_ though very inconﬁderately, contend for, they could curb
this Nature in themfelves ? and whether if they had fo much
and could not curb it, the whole Legiflature could prevent
their having all ? Whether their having all would be truly for
their Advantage ? Whether in any one Period of our Govern-
ment they had half fo much ? And finaily (if they can be im-
partial and reafon fairly) whether it is not evident, that their
prefent Views and Difcontents are not, in fome meafure, ow-
Ing te what they have already ? Whether thofe Gentlemen,
who quitted the late Oppofition, at the Time they did it, in-
ftead of deferting, have not faved their Country? Whether
they have not ated the Part of a tender Phyfician to a fick Pa-
tient? Whether, if they have deceived the People, (as it is call’d)
they have not done it, becaufe there was no other way to bring
them to do that which was neceffary for their Health? And
Whether the Pesple are not as unjuft to thefe Men, after what
has been done by their Means, as the Patient would be, who
after he was cured of a dangerous Difeafe, fhould quarrel with
his Phyfician, for having given him too good an Opinion of
his Medicine, during the Time of his Diftemper, orabufe him
for defifting afterwards to prefcribe the farther Ufe of it for his
daily Food.

¥0. Let them then confider how they can anfwer, either to
God or to their-Country, that wicked and cruel Treatment
they have given to thofe tru¢ Patriots, ‘who have ftood their
Ground, with equal Steadinefs, againft the late Minifter, and
the prefent tempeftuous Fuétion; and how they can ever make
thefe Men amends, for the Infults they have received, for the
Lofs of their Interefts in their Refpe&ive Countries, and the -
Foundation they have laid of the future Difficulties they m.uf’c
infallibly hereafter undergo, by the Revival of a Faction,
which, when once raifed, will never fail to profecute and in-
feft all honeft Men ? Or what Retaliation is it in their Power
to give to thofe, who by popular Credulity, Folly, Paflion z‘md
¥ntemperance, have endured that Load of Infamy and Malice,
which has been caft upon them with fuch unparallelled In-

juftice, and which a worthy Man would have fooner fubmit&-
tc
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ted to Death, than have fuffered an Haur, if the Safety of his
Country and every Thing, that was near, dear and valuablg
to it, had not depended upon this Sacrifice ?

- 11. Let the People confider, (and they will confider ity i

they have any Remotfe in the Compofition of their Souls) how
they ought to blufh at the bafe Encouragement they have given
to the perfonal Abufe of his Majefty ; who inftead of liftning to
the infidious Offers of France, as fome other great Eleétors of
the Empire have done, and inftead of proje&ing any Advantage
to his Foreign Dominions, which he might have greatly encrea-
fed out of the Spoil of the Houfe of Auftria, if he would have
bafely concurred toits Deftru@ion ; and which, (notwithftand-
ing ail the impudent Affertions of the Faftion,) there is no
Profpeé of his being able to encreafe any other way, bath put
himfelf to a very great Expence, from the very Commence-
ment of the prefent Confufions of Eurspe, and expofed thofe
Dominions to the utmoft Hazard with no other View, but to
maintain the Caufe of Juftice, the Balance of Power, and the
Intereft of Great Britain. Let them examine themfelves. Let
themexamine the Situation of his Countries, the Power, Views,
Titles and Interefts of all his Neighbours; and let them point
out one fingle Spot of Ground, that it is poflible for him, in
the Nature of Things, to acquire in addition to his Electoral
Dominions, by the IiTue of this Conteft.,—And let them after-
wards refleét how fcandalous beyond all Meafure, it has been to
convert that very Hazard, and the Difficulties intowhich heand
his EleQorate have been lately brought, by his Attachment to
the fole Intereft of this Country, into the wicked Pretence, that
his Tendernefs to thofe Dominions, which he fo freely ventur-
ed, has been the Caufe of the War, and the Motive of his gene-
rous Condu@. Let them examine themfelves, how ungratefully
and wickedly they have concurred, upon Grounds fo utterly
falfe, to alienate the Affection of the Nation, from the Per-
fon and Family of a Prince, who has facrificed every pri~
vate Intereft to the Interefts of Great Britain)—who has fup-
ported his Ally with that Steadinefs, Sincerity, and good Faith,
which would have rendered a private Man an Ornament to the
Society in which he lived,—who, in this Juft, and Neceflary
Caufe, has expofed his Perfon to the Dangers of War, as much

as the meaneft private Soldier in his Armies,—and is now at

the Head of his Troops, in a Foreign Country, animating the
Courage of the Briti/h Nation, and reftaring the Antient Glory
of the Royal Race of Plantagenets, from which he is defcended,
the braveft Line of Princes that ever fat upon the Throne of

any Nation.
12
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12, Let them refle& upon their Ingratitude to Providence,

and their more than Fewsfh Ob&inacy, and Hardnefs of Heart,

in the Infenﬁbility'ﬂleWn by fo many upon 'the great Delive-

rance they have lately had, in their Efcape from the imminent
Dangers threatned to the Liberties of the whole World, and

in the late miraculous Tarn that has appeared in our Favour

fince the late Change of the Adminiftration.

13. Let them confider, that if weimprove thefe Advantages

as we ought, we have now a Confederacy formed (with farther

Profpeds of additional Aid) confifting of above 300,000 of the
beft Troops in Eurape ; that we come frefh into the Quarrel ;

that France, by the entire Ruin of the Emperor, is left with-

out Allies, reduced, by a Series of ill Succefs, and unfortunate
Events, to the loweft Degree.—And that therefore, if we follow

the Blow, we have the faireft Expe&ation, not only to get out

of the Difficulties, which we had lately fo much Reafon to think
would prove ourRuin, but to reduce thatenormousPower within
due Limits for along Time to come, and that nothing but our
own Impatience, and the'delufive Pracices of a Facobite Fac-

Zion, can hinder us now, from what they prevented once before
by the fame individual Arts, in 2 parallel Conjun@ure.—In 2

word, let any Man lay his Hand upon his Heart, and fay whe-

ther he thinks we are never to expet, or can always avoid a

War with France? And when he has anfwered (for who can
honeftly or rationally anfwer otherwife) that the Growth and
Ambition of that Power, her Breach of Treaties, our Rival-
dhip in Trade, the natural Antipathy and Jealoufies of the two
Nations, muft bring it unavoidably upon us in a fhort Timey
though we fhould decline it for the prefent ; let him then fay,
whether there can be any Senfe left in the People of ' England,
if they are not carneftly defirous to enter into it, and to pufh it

with the utmoft Vigour now? When we can do it with {fo ma-
nifeft Advantage? When we ftand in a Situation, in which we
can hardly hopeever to find ourfelves again? At which wecould
not flatter ourfelves to arrive hereafter, even in three Cam-
paigns, attended with the moft miraculous Succefs ?—And in
fine, as to the Method of the War, whether any thinpg is more
chimerical than the modern F ancy, of engaging with France, by
our Maritime Force only? Whether the Trade of Eungland
would not fuffer, during the Continuance of fuch.a War, as
rouch, if not mere, than the Trade of Lrance 2—W hether
France has not greater Refources without Trade, or during a
Sufpenfion of Trade, than £ngland ? Whether therefore any
Diftrefs that we 'might create to France by fuch a War, would.
e more than temporary, or could be fufficient to bring it to a

fafe
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(afe or found Conclufion ? Whether we can imagine effeGually
or durably to reduce her, or to fecure ourfelves for any long
Continuance againfk her Power, by any other means; than by
Jifmembring fome of her ill-gotten Provinces, and preventing
any farther Encreafe of her Dominions upon the Continent
W hether this can be done otherwife, than by jeining with her
E nemies and out Allies in a Lazrd War? And if this cannot be
done otherwife (whatever may be the Expence or Incenvenience
of fuch an Undertaking) whether it is net Madnefs, - or dome-
thing worfe, to oppofe its being undertaken. . B o
Should thefe Confiderations have no Effe¢tupon the Publick,
we are a Nation doom’d and devoted to Deftruétion : Our Go-
vernment will be overturned by falfe, captivatingand deceitful
Maxims 3 ourConftitution overwhelmed and buried in the Ruins
of Faftion. What F abrick the Enemies of this Country may
rebuild, is neither yet known to themfelves or me 3 nor when
this happy Form of Government, the venerable Work of fo
many Ages fhall be no more: Will it be much worth the while
of any Man among us to regard ? In{tcad therefore of foment-
ing every Subjeét of Uneafinefs, ungratefully repining at every
Bleffing and Advantage, which we fo vifibly and abundantly
enjoy, above all other Kingdoms of this habitable Earth, let
us turn our T houghts upon that immenfe Wealth, Power and
Dominion, which is il in the Trainof Great Augmentation ;
upon that Conftitutional Security, however wickedly mifrepre-
fented, which we ftill, in a high degree, enjoy at home, and
the Terror, which upon all juft Occafions, we are able to ftrike
through Foreign Nations. Inftead of dwelling upon improba-
ble and diftant Dangers, which certainly never werc {o far re-
moved from us, as at this very Time, let us refle& upon our
uncommon, and almoft unprecedented Happinefs. Inftead of
alarming our Minds, and heating our Imaginations with the
Stories of Evilsthat have attended the Lofs of Liberty in other
Countries, in which, during the Courfe of the late Oppofition,
we have been fufficiently inftruéted, fet us for 2 while apply
ourfelves to a Study more neceflary at this Time, that of
tracing the true Caufes, which have brought this Lofs of Liber-
ty, and thofe Evils which attend it, upoDn Every People, who!
once were, and are now no longer free. If we do this, we fhall
fearn, that perfe&t Liberty and immenfe Riches, with its conftant
‘Attendants, Licentioufnefs, Luxury, an unbounded Thirft aftex
Wealth, a Want of Morals, and an Impatience of all Go-
vernment and Difcipline, fomented by the Factions of private
Men, for their own private Ambition, cloaked under publick
Pretences, have ripened and brought to Maturity all thefe Mif:

chief
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chiefs in the World. TLet us therefore, confeigys of our Prof~
Perity, and fenfible of the Dangers ¢o which we naturally ftand
by that very Profperity expofed, fly the delufive Arts of fa&ious
€n- who now endeavour to avail themfelyes of thefe Cir-
cumftances, and Pradtife upon us in the Manner they have ever
done in all former Ages : Ut imperium cvertant Libertatem pre-
Jerunt, cum perverterent spfam agerediuntur, Ceterum Lipeytas
et [peciofa nomina pratexuntuy, N, quifquam alienum fervitizm,
€t dominationem fibi CORCUPIVIty uk non eagem Yta vacabuls ufurpa-
ret. ‘Tacit. Hift, Lib. 4, _ :
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