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CHARLES LUCASS,

To the FrReE and INpEPENDENT ELECTORS of
the Kingdom of IRELAND in general, to thofe
of the City of DugL1iv in particular ; FREEDOM,
Heavrh, and Peace:

My moft honored and beloved CouxTrYMEN, FELLOW-
CiT1ZENS, and Frienps.

HE long withed for period is arrived, when the
lapfed national Conftitution is fo far fet to rights,
as to be brought back, nearly, to the primitive
Inflitution, if not to the original principles of our Polity.
It is the peculiar blefling of this Age, that We have
lived to obtain what our forefathers and We have long
wifhed and fighed for in vane, a2 Law for Limiting the
Duration of Parlements. It is our peculiar happinefs,
that we have outlived that deteftable hoary Tyrant, a
perpetual Parlement, by which the Rights and Liberties
of the fubje& were fo often and fo long fet at naught,
and the Relation, Office and Duty of Conftituents and
Reprefentatives were alually abolithed or buried in
oblivion.
The Original Sacred Compa& between the Confti-
. tuents and Reprefentatives is now no longer to be forgot,
but muft, by this law, be revived and inforced. The
Eleétor, before neglected and difpifed, will now learn his
weight and importance in the Councils of the Nation.
He is no longer to be duped by the defigning man, who,
after having obtained his Vote, domineered over his
EleCtor, knowing the office confered, was for life. The
A 2 Reprefentatives
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Reptefentative now muft remember, that he is the Crea-
ture and Servant of his Ele&tors ; that his reckoning is
ot to be put off, as formerly, to a long day ; but that
he is to account, at left once in eight years, with his -
Conflituents, who will fo often, have it in their power
‘to diftinguifh and reward, or to cenfure his Condué, and
brand him with lafting Conternpt and Infamy, ‘

The Equality, if not the fuperiority, of the Elettors
to the Ele&ed will now be known and confeffed, univer-
fally. And Gentlemen will not difdain, as heretofore,
to pay due Refpeét and Deference to thofe; from whom
they derive all their Privilege, Power, Authority and
Weight, and for whom, they muft confefs, they hold
them but in Truft.

Thefe make but a part of the many Bleflings, prefent
and future, which this great Law fecures to this King-
dom, if the FrREEMEN and FREEHOLDERS have but the
wifdom and virtue to live up to the conftitdtional fpirit of
the Law.

To point out to the lefs informed of my CountrYMEN
and FeLLow-Crt1zEens, the means of reaping the pre-
fent and future defired Benefits from this Law, is the
purport and intent of the prefent Addrefs. And there-
fore, rude and irregular as it muft neceffarily be found,
amid{t my numberlels avocations and the fhortnefs of the
time 2llowed for fuch a work, the defign, it is hoped, will
apologife for Imperfeftions and make the attempt accept-
able to the publie. __

As there has been no. point of time, fince the Laws
of Englind were adopted in Jreland *, in which an exertion
of the Wifdom and Circumf{peétion, of the Freedom and
Virtue of the Ele&ors, in their choice of Members to re-
prefent them in Parlement, has been more effentiall
neceflary than at prefent ; T carnot, eonfiftent with the
Charaller of a good Citizen, fuffer the prefent critical
conjuncture of affairs to pafs unnoticed, without calling
tpon every man, who tenders the Liberty and Happinefs

*Thiswasdone by At of Parlement, the 1oth of Henry VIL
' of
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- of himfelf, his Country and Pofterity, or the glory of his
King, to exert himfelf agreeable to the duty of his fphere,
in the Common Caufe. |

Agreeable to the defire of fome of my worthy Fellow-
Citizens, I lately fent a fmall Tra& to the Prefs, which
had been publithed in London, previous to the late gene-
ral Ele&ions, but not much read here.

In that, I have fketched out fome general rules for the
Duties of the Eleétors, as well as for judging of the
capacities and qualifications of the perions to be
Eleéted.

I alfo gave a fketch of the diftempered State of the
body politic, in order to point out the moft fpeedy and
effeCtual method of Cure, which appeared folely to de-
pend upon the Wifdom and Virtue of your choice of
Reprefentatives in Parlement, and pointed out fuch
Charaéters, as you ought to choofe, and fuch as you might
not, confiftent with any Juft principle, truft 1o reprefent

ou. ;

3 And, as a further incentive to a virtuous, free FleQion,
I inferted his Majefty’s moft gracious Declaration in
Council, upon his aufpicious acceflion to the Throne, in
which, he is pleafed to call for the fupport and affiftance of
every bonefl man, in his arduous fituation ; and promifes
to make it the bufinefs of bis Life to promote the glory and
bappinefs of thefe Kingdomss to_preferve and firengthen
the national conflitution, both in Church and flate, &c,

Upon this never to be forgotten reyal aflurance of the
patriot Intentions of his Majefty, upon his firft Specch in
Parlement, and upon his firft Proclamation aganft Im-
mortality, Irreligion and Profanenefs, T own I grounded
the fullet hopes of Halcyon days in thefe Kingdoms, and
confidently expreffed ‘my hopes, in almoft prophctic
{trains. o T

Though I have had the mortification to fee thefe loyal
Expreflions treated with fome Levity and contempt; [ .
have not changed my Sentiments.

A3 It
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It is true, I am not fo infenfible, as not to feel the
outrageous effe&s of the jealoufy and difcontent which
rage in England, or of the diffatisfattions and heart-
burnings, for the fate of themfelves, their neighbours
and fellow-fubje&s, which prevale all over this Kingdom,
as well as in more remote parts of the Dominions of the
Crown. '

But, fure I am, that thefe afford no foundation for me
or any thinking loyal man, to alter the higheft fentiments,
conceived of our Soveregne: he is, not onely in polity,
but in eflence, incapable of doing any wrong. All that
know him muit with me confefs, that every emotion of
his royal Heart is juft, benevolent, patriot, great an

ood. :
: If it be afked, why thefe Complaints and Murmurrings
in our flreets ? Whence all thofe Jealoufies, Difcontents,
Diffatistactions and Heartburnings, which cover the face
of the Nations? The caufes will evidently be found among
thofe, in both Kingdoms, who have been deaf to the
.gracious, to the patriot and pious Calls of the Soveregne.

How few of the Counties, Cities or Boroughs of either
Kingdoms can fay, they ele€ted upon Conftitutional Princi-
ples, the moft worthy, the beft qualified and the moft ap-
proved hone/? men, to counfil the King and to reprefent
his faithful people in Parlement |—Thofe who have not
Fle&ed and fent fuch men to ferve them, have no right
to complain of the mifconduét of Minifters, or Parle-
ments ; they deferved no better treatment, who chofe
and trufted to knaves, or fent fools of their errands, and
might fuffer without pity, did they fuffer alone. If the

Ele&ors were but fenfible and virtuous, they would fend
wife and honefl men alone, to reprefent them. If the
Minifters were chofen out of men of this chara&er, there
could be no room to complain of their condu&. Or, if
the Miniftry were appointed out of any other clafs,
fuch wife and faithful reprefentatives could not fail of

' oFL o ' reftraining
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reftraining them within, or punifhing them, when they
exceded, the due bounds of their offices. '

Thus, in a government conftituted, like ours, of the
excellencies of all the beft forms of government, of
Monarchy, limited and dire&ed by law, confequently’
without tyranny, in the King, of Ariftocracy without
Oligarchy, in the Lords, and of Democracy without
Anarchy, in the Commons; nothing but the want of
fenfe and integrity in the Ele&ors of the Commons, or
the perfidity, or degeneracy of the reprefentative of the
people can {uffer an unjuft adminiftration to opprefs the
fubje&s, or give any handle for fufpicion, jealoufy or
difcontent. And fure, at all events, nothing can be
more unjuft, than to impute the errors or crimes of Sub-
ftitutes to the principal, when he is fo far from authori-
fing, that he is generally kept an intire firanger to them;
unlefs when they are properly remonftrated againft by
fome of his faithful and upright Council.

If then, the people have not reaped all the expeéted
fruits from the happy profpeé&ts from his Majefty’s graci-
ous declaration at his acceflion to the throne ; if jealoufy
and difcontent have raifed an evil fpirit in the next King-
dom, and all fenfe of liberty in the lower clafs feems
perverted into licentioufnefs 3 if the loyal fubjects of
the Crown in the colonies, though intituled to all the
rights and privileges of Englithmen, appear to be fo op-
prefled, as to be driven from their loyalty and allegiance,
for want of the due protetion and benefit of the Laws;
if the fundamental principles of polity and government be
by many flighted, defpifed and vilified, and a defpotic or
military government be by numbers prefered to the
happy fyftem eftablifhed ; if the conftitution of Ireland,
by law equal to that of Britain, be in many points
invaded and broken, and the whole Kingdem, with it’s
Cities and Boroughs, be fill expofed to the Calamities, .
I have complained of in the firft part of this tra&t, with
the adﬁtbna?aggravation of the weaknefs and meannefs

A4 of
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of the ciyil power, and the ftrength and infolence of the
military ; where is the blame to be layed *—~Let men
afk their own Hearts. Let, thofe who with for a gene-
ral reformation, and a thotough reftoration of the fup-
prefled fpirit and vigor of the civil conftitution, begin
at home, and fee how each has performed his duty in
his fphere, as a Magiftrate, an Ele@or or a member of
of fociety ; and it will, I dare fay, be confeffed, that
the general want of judgment, integrity and ‘freedom
in the Eletions of Members of Parlement, in both King-
doms, has been the fource of all the evils complained of,
of all the evils to be dreaded, that a_reformation in
thefe muft effeét a general reformation and prevent future
backflidings. | |

It is a maxim of the foundeft politicians, that the
conftitutions of thefe Kingdoms can never be overthrown

but by Parlements, This has been exemplified in all the’
neighbouring Nations, ancient and modern. Rome pre-
ferved her treedom and greatnefs, no longer than the'
Senate and people retained their Virtue and' Integrity.

Spain, France, and Denmark, were as free as Britain or

Ireland canboaft, till their Parlements ceafed to beappointed’

upon the conftitutional principles of Virtue and Liberty, and
till the Guardians and Reprelentatives became as ignorant,
as dependent, as venal and corrupt, as their Conftituents
afterwards proved. . And thus the perverfion of thofe
very Senates and Parlements, which were appointed to
preferve, to improve and ftrengthen the {yftem of Govern-
ment, eftablithed by the comnion confent ‘of the people,

before the .inflifution of delegate Councils, was ever

wrought by the ignorance or corruption of the Ele&ors,
and neceflarily ended in the diffolution of the eftablifth-
ment, the introduétion of -military force, the proftration
of the civil power, the total extin&ion of Liberty, and
the ereétion of tell defpotifm in it’s place.
Thou:h this fad recital muft make us mourn the fate,
if not of thofe who were inflaved by their own corruption,
- yet
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yet of their innocent progeny, who are now galled with
the painful and ignominious bonds of tyranny, and tramp-
led upon at the will of the tyrant, by mulitary merce-
naries; in common juftice, we muft confefs, they de-
ferved their bondage, who thus wrought and rivetted on
their fetters. And can any nation hope long to efcape
the like fate, whofe fubje@s have loffed all fenfe of
virtue and honor in the difcharge of the feveral duties of
their refpetive fpheres, particularly in the Ele&ion of
their Reprefentatives in Parlement ?

Such as the Eletors are found, fuch will be the ele&-
ed. Thofe alone who have regard enough to the freedom
and happinefs of their Country, and fenfe, integrity and
fidelity enough, difintereftedly and freely to choofe fit and
proper reprefentatives, bid fair for preferving the Con-
ftitution in purity and vigor ; while thofe,, who appoint,
for they cannot ele&, delegates upon other principles or
motives, thofe who have not Judgement to diftinguifh
the requifite qualifications, and thofe, who are influenced
by any felfifh, private or fordid Confiderations in their
appointment of Reprefentatives, as much as in them
lyes, expofe their Country to all the Calamities, that
have attended the fallen Nations, I have now mentioned.
- What can be more hateful, more dreadful to a man
indued with the flighteft fenfe of Liberty and Love of his
Country, then the numberlefs wicked and deftru&tive
Arts, daily pra&ifed with impunity, yea, with great
encouragement, at Ele&ions in thefe Kingdoms ? What
cringing, what bowing, what foothing, what fawning,
what flattering, what promifes, what deceipts, what
bribery, what corruption, to. fay nothing of infamous
compulfion, have we not feen, upon all, but efpecially
the general Ele&ions ? Can thefe foul means be ufed b
honeft and undefigning men? Is it not to be prefumed,
that he, who can ftoop fo low as to play thefe like bafe
pranks, to fpoil the Ele&or of his Senfe, virtue and
freedom in his choice, will be as ready to yield up his

! own

i
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own neck, with thofe of his Eleétors, to the yoke, wh
ever the proper lure is thrown out to the Hawk ?
cannot be doubted, that thofe who purchafe or otherwife
illicitly influence the voices of EleCtors, to obtain feats in
Parlement, agean but to deal in barter and_exchange,
and bring their own voices to the higheft market.

"The flave trade is carried to a greater extent in thefe
kingdoms, than between Africa and America. And
though it muft be every where confefled, a deteftable
commerce, and fuch as muft fooner or later bring on
certain temporal, if not eternal damnation ; it is not in
any fenfe fo culpable, as our domeftic traffic in flayes :
the poor inoffenfive African is doomed but to bodily fer-
vitude, which hurts not his country, and his mind
remains uncorrupt and free. ‘The Britifb and Ir
flave, is left the outward appearance of bodily freedom
onely; while his nobler part, his mind is corrupted and
vilified, his fenfe and judgement taken away, his voice,
which fhould be freely devoted to the fervice of his
country, is proftituted to it’s bane; his portion of the
ineftimable rights and privileges of a free man, is fold,
probably to fuch another {lave as himfelf, who waits but
for a fit price and chapman to fell himfelf, his Ele&ors
and his country to the firft infamous bidder, and is there-
fore the worft kind of flave himfelf, as he is the fhameful
feducer, and differs but in name and magnitude from the
firft inflaved and feduced.

If Elections have been thus made in thefe kingdoms,
it 1s ealy to determine, who are.anfwerable for the fad
circumftances, in which the public is at prefent to be
viewed.

Among the component parts of e'very human ftate,
there ever was and ever muft be a conteft for power,
proportioned to the thirft for dominion. The Soveregne
muft a& by Minifters. And however exalted his ftation,
however facred his charaler, and however incapable of
doing any pelitical wrong he may' be; fatal experience

has
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has evinced the conftant endeavors of minifters to wreft
all power from the people, to veft it in the Crown alone,
to be difpenfed or exercifed at the difcretion of it’s
creatures, y

In a government like ours, fuch Minifkers can never
fuccede in their worft projeéts, Lut through the 1gno-
rance, {upinenefs or corruption of the people or their
reprefentatives in Parlement.

A parlementary government well adminiftered, is the
beft that human wifdom is capable of ; as it confifts of an
happy counterpoife of power, between the three eftates,
of King, Lords and Commons, it bids faireft for the
fecurity of the prerogatives, rights and liberties of each
conftituent part of the commenwealth.

But, .if ever the balance of power between the eftates
be broke or loffed, this beft becomes, of all others, the
worft form of government; it becomes a tyranny of the
worft and moft permanent kind ;3 for, ore tyrant is more
tolerable and generally more ‘eafily fubdued than a
multitude ; befides it may be lefs burdenfome to the
people. Thus the French King'or any other abfolute
Monarch may have all his defires gratified at a lefs ex-
pence to the {uffering fubje&ts, than the limited Monarch,
who fhares his power and the, {poils of the people with a
mnominal Parlement; corrupted with the public treafure,
and made fubfervient .tg all the bafeft purpofes of a
wicked Minifter. Add to this, that the tyranny of a
Parlement has the fan&ion of law, while the tyranny of
either of the efiates can no longer be borne, than it is
fupported by lawlefs force.

As the Commons are a proper and fufficient balance to
the firt and fecond eftates, were it poffible both fhould
confpire againft the liberties of the people ; the Ele€tors’
and the Ele&ted are principally to blame, when any.
incroachment is made unon the rights or liberties of the
fubje&, whenever any Minifter of the Crown exercifes
any illicit or injurious power or influence, or even wh;n ,

the
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the people lofling the true fenfe and fpirit of liberty,
degenerate into lawlefs confufion and licentioufnefs,
= If then, our happy fyftems of government are to be in-
jured or overthrown, onely by the ignorance, fupinenefs or
corruption of the third eftate’; or, if deftru@ive favorites,
ignorant profligate or cruel judges and magiftrates, or
infamous abandoned Minifters, the moft deftruétive
enemies of our flates, are to be expelled, reftrained
or punifhed, and the invafions of the rights and libertiés
of the fubje& obvjated or repelled, and other breaches of
the national conftitution repared, onely by the wifdom and
virtue of the people in their choice of Reprefentatives,
can there be a more deteftable wretch conceived than he,
who proftitutes his voice at the ele@ion, and thereby
confpires to overturn the beft of civil conftitutions, and to
intail flavery on his country to generations yet unborn ?
Whatever fhallow politicians may think, thefe two
kingdoms muft ftand or fall together. While the true
fpirit of liberty is cherithed and exerted in England, not
onely this kingdom,- but the remoteft parts of the domi-
nion of the crown muft fhare in the general happinefs.
Thofe who are fenfibly touched with the numberlefs in-
eftimable benefits of freedom, can never think of making
it 2 monopoly, they will liberally and equally difpenfe it
to the moft diftant of their fellow fubjes. They can-
not therefore, fuffer, much lefs authorife, the {lighteft
invafion of the rights or liberties of their neighbours ; well
knowing, there is no contagion more dangerous, than
that of flavery, and that if the kingdom of Ireland, or
even the diftant colonies, be inflaved, it is hard to poipt
out the quarantine that can keep the infeion from their
own coafts. - Tyranny has generally commenced in the
" borders, but when it got footing there, it never was
known to fail to reach the head and heart of the ftate,
There can be no doybt, that, when the caufes of the
internal, as well as external jealoufies and difcontents,
that now unhappily rage in' England are properly confi-
dered ;
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dered ; they will be removed by the wifdom and virtare
of the Legiflature, There can be neither wifdom or
juftice in fuffering thofe evil fpirits to rife higher, and
much lefs in dealing fuch hard meafures to the Colonies,
as to alienate their affections and drive them from their
allegiance, which muft ever be done, when the people
are denied the protection of the laws. Continued cp-
preflion: ever makes wife men mad. And fure, nething
but oppreflion could make the poor people of America
one moment forget their true intereft, in their connexion
with, dependance upon, and affe&ion to, their mother
country. ‘

Though I muft be folicitous for the freedom and hap~
pinefs of all the fons of men, who undoubtedly have an
equal clame to it, with us; I fhould net here mention
this brave unfortunate people, did I not apprehend this
kingdom as well as that of England, involved in the fate
of the free and loyal fubje&s of America.

But, folicitous as I may be for the fecurity of the
liberties of that people, I muft be ftill more immediately
anxious for thofe of my native country. And this anxiety,
I find increafes in proportion, as I apprehend a decay or
declenfion of the genuine conftitutional fpirit of liberty in
* a neighbouring country.

-1 am not however, without hope, that this almoft
fupprefled fpirit will rife and be diffufed throughout the
‘whole dominions, fo as to vindicate the honor of the
Crown, to fecure the rights of the fubje&t, and to reftore

the whole conftitution to priftine purity, perfe&ion and
vigor. ,

In this great work, the fubje@s of all parts of the

dominions fhould co-operate. "Let each begin at home ;
let each difcharge the duties of his refpe@ive fphere, and
the great and noble work muft be fpeedily and happily
effeGted.

Such has been the conduét cf our Rulers and Parle-
ments, that we have more to do in the work of refor-

mation,
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mation, than the fubjefts of any othér part of thefe
dominions: upon us, though by law intituled to every
- 7nignt and privilege ot Englithmen, upon us, the dre

~of all evil Governors and Governments have been caift,
Inftead of firengthening and improving our conftitution,
it has been continually invaded, weakened, injured or
trampled under -foot. The very calling of Parlements,
which fhould be the comfort and delight of the nation,
has often proved a {courge, a curfe, and a bane to us.
The arrival of a chief Governor, which fhould bring with
1t health and vigor to the conftitution and joy to every
heart, is often attended with terror and deftrucion, equal
if not fuperior to the vifits of the Captain Baffa to the
unfortunate iflands of the Archipelago, under the Ots
toman yoke,

In fhort, while we have every titule, that law, juftice
and good policy can give, to the freedom and rights of
Britith fubjeéls, to peace and happinefs ; we have feldom
been permitted to know any medium between being
artfully lulled into a political lethargy, or kept in a con-
tinual ftate of warfare, wherein, though we aéed but
upon the defenfive; we have, for the moft part, been
forced to canfefs the prowefs of the lordly conqueror.

Though all your Records carry evidence of thefe
melancholy truths, your own memories may ferve to give
you further convition of the evil treatment continually
given this well-defcrving, but ill fated kingdom.—How
few of the King’s Vicegerents have you known, that
fairly reprefented the Soveregne-to his people? How few
kept their words or fulfilled their private or their public
promifes or engagements ? -

To look no further back, have you had one Gover-
nor in this regne, that has not declared from the throne,
that he had nothing to afk but the ufual fupplies? And
has there been one of them, that has not, befides creating
or multiplying ufelefs and expenfive places for their
dependent {ycophants and favorites, or granting penfions -

to the worft followers and tools of the worft of Minifters,
did
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did not demand and obtain a further provifion for pro-
fufion, in Parlement? »

W hat benefits have you received in return ?—If at any
time, ar;y flight favor was conceded or the pitiful indul-
gence of taxing yourfelves, for the neceflury encourage-
ment of arts and agriculture ; has it ever been done with-
out fuch a fting, as made the gift fo dangerous and de-
{tru&tive, that it generally became neceflary to reje&t the
pretended boon?

I never remember an adminiftration, that opened with
a-fairer profpe&t of freedom, peace and happinefs to this
kingdom, than the prefent. We were offered from the
throne a long wifhed-for, a long fought law, for making
the judges independent here, as in England. Nothing
was defired more than the ufual fupplies. And affurance
was given of the paffing all fuch laws, as thould be judged
neceflary for the good of the kingdom.

"This could not fail of difpofing every heart to love,
gratitude and peace, and moving every member to
prepare bills for all the neceffary purpofes of the
ftate. :

Accordingly public bills were meved for to the follow-
ing number and effect.

1. For limiting the duration of Parlements.

2. For fecuring the freedom of the judges.

3. For afcertaining and regulating Intrufiion and
Quarterage.

4. For fecuring the Liberty of the Subje&.

5. For fecuring the Freedom of Parlement by afcer-
taining the Qualifications of Members. .

6. For granting the additional Duties to his Majefty
for the Supportof the Eftablithment. |

2. For granting the Loan Duties.

8. For explaining and amending the Laws for the
better Supplying the City of Dublin with Corn and

Flower. :
9. For
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9. For giving further time to Perfons m Offices to
qualify. '

10. For repairing and regulating the Public Roads.
- 11. For impowering the chief Governor and Council
to prohibit the Exportation and Dittillation of Corn, &e.

12. For licenfing Hawkers and Pedlars and o
ment of Englith Proteftant Schools. |

13. For the better colle&ting the Revenue.

14. For the encouragement of Tillage by the Carriage
of Corn coaft ways.

. For continuing and amending temporary Statutes.

16 For the better prefervation of Corn.

17. For the Kilaloe Navigation, '

18. For direing the ufe of £7000 granted to the
Dublin-fociety.

19. For amending the A& of the thirty firft of the

late King, for making wide and convenient paflages to
the CafHe, &ec.

. For Tithes. ‘
21 For preventing Frauds and Abufes -in the Ere a-
ratlon, Sale and Adminiftration of Drugs and Medlcmes,
and for the better Regulation of the Pra&ices of Phyfic
and Chirurgery in this Kingdom.
22. For the Amendment of the Law.
23.  For Amending the A& of the fixth of his Majeﬂ-y
for the Relief of Infolvent Debtors.
24. For Amending the A& for County Infirmaries.
25. For the Relief of Debtors wnh refpe& to the
Imprifonment of “their perfons. T
26. For the real Union and Divifion of Parifhes.
27. For encouraging the Importation of Timber;
Lumber, Iron, &c. from the Coloniesin America. -
28. For regulating the Eleétions of Members of Pars
lement and for preventing bribery and corruption  in
Ele&ions.
© 29. For inabling Grand ]urues by prefentment to dif-
‘charge the Rents of Court Houfes, Goals, &c. -
30. For inabling the Mercharits to build an Exchange
in Dublin, 31 For.
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31. For regulating the Market of Smith-field, and
preventing frauds and abufes therein.

32. For preventing the inconvenierices that may arife
from the privilege of parlement.

33. For explaning and amending an a& for prevent-
ing the diforders which miay attend the marching of Sel-
diers and for the better providing carriages for the baggage
of the army.

34. For continuing and amending the a&s of the fourth
of King George the firft and of the twenty firft of George
the fecond, for vefting the lands on which barracks are
built, &. in the crown, &ge.

35. For the prefervation of woods, and timber
Trees. |

36. For granting a bounty on the land carriage of
corn to Cork.

37. For eftablithing a militia for the defence of the
kingdom.

38. For vacating the feats of fuch Members of the
Houfe of Commons as fhall accept places or penfions.

39. For the prefervation of oak trees,

40. For afcertaining the fize of glafs bottles.

41. For paving, inlightening and cleanfing the ftreets
ef Dublin,

42. For repeling the aét of Henry VII, by which all
Judges are to hold their commiffions and appointments
during pleafure. ‘

43. For regulating buildings within the City of
Dublin.

44. For preventing tumultuous rifings.

45. For the incouragement of the carriage of corn
coaftways, to Cork, Limerick and Galway. .

46. For the relief of Infolvent Debtors.

4

Befides feﬁrai turnpike and private bills.

B | The
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Thet,6,7,8,9, 12, 13, 14, 13, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20,
23,24, 25, 26,29, 30, 33, 34, 35, were pafled into laws,
The 2, 3, 45 55 105 Fls 21,022, 275 28; 315-9230,
were prepared and prefented to the houfe, pafled and fent
to government ; but the houfe was prevented. proceding
upon the 37, 38, 39, 40, 41, 42, which were prefented,
and upon the 43, 44, 43, 46, though leave was given to
bring them in, by the feveral prerogative adjournments
mentioned. L.

"T'hus, you fee the number of public bills fent to govern-
ment to be tranfmitted to the king, but never returned to
the houfe, and the number obftru&ed in their paffage.
But we are well informed, that the qualification bill,
No. 35, rejefting the exception in favor of the members
of Dublin, for obvious caufes, was afliduoufly tranfmitted,
but rejeéted on the otherfide of the water.

You will afk, what became of the judges’ bill ?—
Let me firft inform you, that this was, by the di&ates of
the miniftry, framed in the éxprefs words of the Englith
law, which enalls that the judges fhall hold their places
and appointments during geod behaviour ; but provides,
that they may be removed upon the addrefs of both houfes
of parlement. "‘And thus modelled by the miniftry, we
were pofitively aflured of it’s fuccefs. What was the
event ? It was returned with fuch alterations, .as no
Irifbman could accept. And, to: the honor of Ireland,
be it {fpoken, there was not one Irifhman, that did not
vote for rejedting it. -

The alterations, fallely calied amendments, were thefe ;
1. "The addrefs of both houfes was ta be certified, as bills
are, at the difcretion of the chief governor and council. So
that the moft fevere, or corrupt prerogative judge might
be fecurely protected in his ill-gotten place, and worfe
praétices, by the council, regardlefs of the addrefs of both
houfes of parlement. And, 2. the moft juft and righte-
ous judge might be removed, by the addrefs of the lords
and commons of England, who could hardly be fuppofed

to
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to have proper evidence of the chara&er or condué of any
judge in this kingdom.

This altered bill, you fee, would have left ahe judges
and the nation in a worfe ftate, than they were in before §
and therefore it was reje€ted by the unanimous voice of
all the Irith members in the houfe, there being but one
negative, which was not that of a native, in the houfe. —
Thus are minifterical offers and promifes fulfilled, in
our days ?

"The bill for authorifing government to forbid the ex-
portation and deftillation of corn, and to indemnify thofe
who took upon them to lay an embargo upon fuch ex-
portation, without the authority of law, or even the con-
fent of parlement,. while it was fitting, to fhew that that
illicit power of laying on embargoes, was ftill to be exerted
at difcretion, met the like fate. The claufe of indemni-
ty was dropped, and the executive power cof the crown,
which by law is vefted in the chief governor and council
here, was fhared with, or in effe@, transferred to the king
and council of England ; who, though abfolute ftrangers
to the ftate and condition of this kingdom, under
that bill, had it paffed into a law, upon the inftigation of
any artful, defigning minifter, might ftop all exportations
from this kingdom, in times of the utmoft plenty, and fo
ftop the operation of a law for incouraging tillage, by
giving a bounty upon the exportation of corn, when
it falls to a certain price. Though a law to this injuri-
ous effe€t was pafled in ihe preceding feflion, with little
more than my feeble oppofition, there was virtue enough
to rejeét it in this. :

The miliria bill was forced to give way to the proje&
of an augmentation of the military, it was therefore, with
many other important bills purpofely precluded by the
prerogative adjournmenés, before mentioned. And it is

2 now
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now evident, the commons of Ireland were not of weight
enough to get the bills for fecuring the freedom of the
fubjeét, by .inforcing the granting the writ of Habeas
Corpus ; for regulating and repairing the high roads; for
regulating the ele€ions of members of parlement, and
preventing frauds, bribery and corrupticn in eleSions 3
ter fecuring the frecdom of parlement, by afcertaining
the qualifications of members; for the preventing frauds
and abufes in the preparing, vending and adminifiring
drugs and medicines, and for regulating the practice ot
phyfic and chirurgery; for limitting and afcertaining the
eontributions inccitiesand towns corporate, called imtrufi=
on and quarterage, fo that papifts and foregners fhould:
not be opprefled,” on the one hand, or'be fuffered to ftand
upon better ‘footing than thefreemenyion the other, or a
bill for preventing mmpofitionsand abufes, with refpeét to
the feller and'the buyer,in Smithfield-market, &c.
! But, I fhall be anfwered by fome, have we not obtain-
ed the long wifhed-for and long fought law for limiting the
duration. of parlements? Does not this compenfate for
the lofs of all ‘others?  Are we not highly obliged to ‘gos
vernment for {o happy and effeétual a ftrength and fecuri-
ty to our conftitution in church and ftate ? And was it
not.a.great condefcenfion in his majefty to grant usthis
greablaw:? opze s Nagd 1, £ 1 !
"~No man can be more fenfible of the bleflings of that
conflitutional law than T am, as you'may judge by the in-
defatigable paifis and labor, I'have been at, in igtroducing
it every-{eflion, fince 1 was honored with a feat in parle-
ment, agreeable to my propofal and premife before my
ele€tion, and ' ufitig ‘every means to {upport and to pro-
moteit, fince. 7" s ol ~ ' -
- '1 oncethought my felf, ‘with the public, obliged to’go-
vernment for promoting and.‘paffing this moft falutary
faw. Iomitted no opportunity, public or private, of ex-
prefling my gratitude to the king and to his councils and
vice-
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vicegerent for it, till T was better informed. But, I never
did rnor ever can look upon it as any condefcenfion in his
majefty to give the royal affent to fuch a law : For, the
condefcenfion was certainly on the fide of the people, or
their reprefentatives, who_in that lawy gave up their un-

‘e,ﬁiénable title to annual, for offennial parlements ; the
taws of Fdward I, for annual parlements having never
been repeled or altered.

However, I fincerely blefs God’s Providence, and con-
gratulate you, that we have obtained the law, asit is, in
any manner, ot almoft upon any terms ; though I am now
perfeQly perfuaded, that the miniftry wouk? never have
returned it, had they but fufpe&ted, it might pofiibly pafs,
with the extraordinary alterations, which they ~made
in ik 3
. This, doubtlefs, founds paradoxical in the ears of fome,
and therefore requires explanation: You all know the
numberlefs difficulties, which this bill encountered in it’s
paflage through the feveral branches of the legifla-
iure, ' K. b
Thegreateft obftacles were raifed, where the bill took
it’s rife, in the houfe of commons : For, it is well known,
that after it waded, with difficulties almoft infuperable,
through that houle ; it was openly, or fecreily oppofed in
every othes part of it’s progrefs, even by fome of thofe,
who would be “thought to have given it their utmoft
countenance and fantion before. -

It is not then to be wondered, that this bill mifcarried
in three fucceflive feflions. The wond®r is, how it came
to pafsin the form.in which it now appears, or indeed in
any other. ¥

. You have probably fome where heared of a Cardinal of
Rome, who ﬂd’l‘q far incenfed a certain malicious prieft,
as to make him refolve to feife the firlt opportunity of
raking his vengeance upen that objet of his refent-

ment.
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'The firft time, he found eafy accefs to the cardinal
was when a number of ecclefiaftics and others crowded
into his palace,upon a report of his being in imminent dan-
ger of death, though perhaps unknown to this fantified
ruffian. .

T'he affaflin, in-the unfufpected garb of holinefs, mixing
with the crowd, entered the room, where the cardinal
given over, and feemingly expiring, fat in a great chair,
almoft fuffocated with an abcefs in his chett.

The bloody prieft approached, under the mafk of fanc-
tity and friendfhip ; and, when he found all other eyes
diverted from the obje& of his implacable wrath, he
aimed the fIileto, conceled in his {leeve, at the cardinal’s
heart, glutting his revenge with malicious hopes, that his
enemy fhould get the death wound by his hand.

But, mark the marvellous, unexpefted effe&! The
bloody-minded priet had hardly time to mix unobferved
with the throng, when the ftabbed cardinal began to
breath and fpeak, and at length to recover: For the in-
tended affaflin did more for his eminency’s recovery, than
could then be done by all the fons of ZEfculapius in the city 3
he opened the abcefs, difcharged the matter, and the cardi-
nal, inftead of inftant, intended death, recovered his life by
the wound.—How far his eminency was obliged to this un-
intended and unexpe&ed author of his health, I leave you
to judge, and how far this tale may be applicable to the

prefent cafe.

The popular voice alone, which muft ever have due
weight in parlement, procured the paffing the limitation
bill here and the tranfmiffion of it to England, according
to that moft infamous,” unjuft and anticonflitutional law,
called after it’s deteftable inventor, Poynings’s. el
~ No man could be found hardy enough to oppofe every
fcheme of limitation of the duration of parlements ; but the
plan propofed, which was pretty much that of the limita-
tion bill in England, was oppofed by many, in all the vari-

- ous
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ous ways, that craft and fubtilty could devife. At one
time, it was endeavored to clog it with a qualification
bill and a place bill. That failing, I took care after-
wards to bring in thofe bills feparately. Then the term
of feven years was obje&ted to. Some pretended, it was
too long, who fecretly lamented, they could not make it
the length of their lives. 'Thefe would be thought to con-
tend for biennial or annual parlements, knowing fuch de-
mands were popular, though not to be obtained. Others
propofed an equal number of years, with a longer term,
and an immediate diffolution to the prefent parlement,
rather than their continuance for feven years longer.

No man could be fufpeéted fincere in thisattempt. Few,
very few could bear the thoughts of a fudden diffolution,
and any term beyond feven years, which is the ordinary
calculation for the length of a man’s life, one man taken
with an other, was deemed nugatory.

However, the few true friends of the bill fo far fell in
with thofe whe threw out thofe amendments, as obftacles,
that they declared, if the bill fhould be returned, even
with thofe alterations, they would accept of it.

After fome fmall altercations, the bill paffed, was fent
to government and tranfmitted, in nearly the fame words
of the Englifh limitation bill. = The preamble is in the
words following :

““ WHEREAS by the ancient laws and ftatutes of this
kingdom new parlements ought to be frequently called and
held; And whereas long parlements may create doubts,
miftrufts and jealoufies in the minds of the fubjects, and
may indanger the conflitution. After which it was in-
alted, that the parlement fhould be feptennial, that the
then parlement fhoold be diffolved the twenty-fourth
of June, 1764.” :

In thefe words, it was tranimitted to England. But

there it lay unattended and almoft unobferved through

B4 fundiy
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fundry changes and revolutions of the late lunar or rather
{emilunar miniftries of that kingdom. :

At one time, we were aflured, it would be returned in
.the identical form and words, in which it was tranfmitted ;
at an other, it was to, yield to the fecret machinations and.
applications made againft it, from this, and:we were to
hear no more of it. -

-

The people grew impatient and urged their reprefenta
tives to exert all their power and influence to promote the
return of the bill. Many of thofe applied to, though
they had fecretly and earneftly folicited the rejection of
the bill, threw the odium of all the obftacles, delays and
dreaded denial, upon the Britith: miniftry. '

"Thefe very honorable men, who found they were no
favorites of the people at home, did not choofe to lye
under more obloquy ; they indeed, dreaded a bill for limit-
ing the duration of parlements ; but they did not choofe
to bear the fole blame of rejecting it, even ina country,
which rarely ever fhared any mark of their favor or
regard, ' ' ek ®

It was judged fit then, to throw back the odium upon
thofe who clandeftinely oppofed the bill, while they pre-
tended to the people to be anxious for obtaining and paf-
fing it. ‘To return itin a form, that might be judged
conftitutional and likely to pafs here, was reckoned a dan-
gerous experiment. A fubtil expedient was therefore
di\;ifed, to make the very houfe that paffed, reje& the
bill. 9 . - g
- How was this to be effefted ? —— As altering bills
pafled by either houfe of parlement, is in general as hate-
ful, as it is confeffedly anticonftitutional ; it was confident-
ly aflured, that if the bill were effentially altered, it would
afford the commons the very handle, which many defired,
to rejet the altered bill, upon it’s return. =

I o fecure this affured rejetion, not a paragraph of the
preamble or inaling claufes wasleft unchanged : The
aflertion of the right, neceflity and advantage of frequent
new parlements, {o eflentially neceflary, was rejected with

equal
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equal contémpt and artifice, and the followjng recital,
which is hardly fenfe or Englip foifted in it’s place :
¢¢ Whereas, a limitation of the duration of parlements
may tend to ftrengthen the harmony and good agreement
fubfifting between his Majefty and his People of Ireland,
and may be produtive of other good effeés to his Ma-
jefty’s Subjeéts there.” . '

But this was not all. = The fevéeral ina&ting claufes were
alfo changed, the limitation was made oFennial; inftead
of feptennial, and the diffolution of the then parlement
was fixed for the twenty fourth of Fune, Inftant.

- Thus, in full affurance of it’s being reje@ed here, was
the Bill returned, with not a fingle paragraph of the
original ftanding, but the titule. Such was the grace and
condefcenfion of the Briti/b miniftry!

- The alterations of bills, out of parlement, muft ever
be looked upon as a ftab, a fatal wound to the conftitu-
tion, a badge of flavery, hardly to be borne, by men
of the fmalleft fenfe of liberty andiright.

As fuch, no doubt, it was #}pé&‘ed', the alteration of
this bill would be taken. What wwas to be dene under
the dreadful alternative ? the Conftitution given up to per-
petual parlements, or fatally wounded in a long waged
confli&, to obtain a limitafion > -

-~ The few real friends to the limitation judged this, the’
lefs, of the two evils, and therefore chofe it. But, how
to get the reft of the houfe to agree with them; when
fo good an handle was given for rejecting the Bill, was
not readily conceived. - LR

The firft expedient determined upon, was to overlook
all' alterations, aund to propofe addreéfles of thanks, firft
to the King, and then to the Chief Governor, for the re-
turn of the long withed for, though now metamorphofed
bill. 0 7Y |
- Addrefles of thanks are generally fo cheap, that they

are never refufed, efpecially to power, and by thofe who
have any thing to afk or any thing to fear. Such addrefles
were therefore moved and unanimoufly agreed to and
prefented in form. Soon
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Soon after, the bill fell under confideration, And as
it would be very inconfiftent with parlementary dignity
to prefent an addrefs of thanks for a favor from the throne.
and afterwards reject the boon ; and as the people dread-
ing nothing more than another long parlement, became
importunate for a limitation, and would {ubmit to. any
limitation and upon any terms, rather than have none ;
it -was judged proper to accept the bill, with all it’s im-
perfeétions about it, and te pafs it into a law, = And now,
that we have got fuch a law, though it is not eafy to point
out the power, on earth, to be thanked for it; I hope
you will keep and preferve it, as the apple of your eye,
the Palladium of your liberties !

You muft now fee the inceflant and unwearied attempts
of defigning men to invade the facred liberties and rights
of the fubje@s of thefe kingdoms, at home and abroad.
You fee the public virtues appeax to bear no proportion
to the power, craft and affiduity exercifed againft the
people, univerfally. You fee England, where the laws
may yet be prefumed to rétain their greateft vigor, is not
happy. You fee fome of her beft fons difcontented and
wretched.: You fee America drove to defperation and
diftra&tion—No fenfible man can think the liberties of
this kingdom or thofe of Britain {ecure, while any
colony or even a fingle fubjeét labors under the oppreflor’s
wrongs, the law’s delay, or even the infolence of office,
unlefs the offender is brought to condign punifhment and
full reparation is made to the injured.

No time or circumftance fhould give fancion to any
degree of oppreflion—tyranny muft be hateful from every
quarter; but it is the moft deftructive and dangerous,
when it comes fan&ified under the form of Law. ;

As yet, I have confidence enough in the parlement and
people of England, to hope, that they will ufe all juft
and conftitutional means to wipe away the tears of their
fuffering fellow fubje@s, and remove the caufes of their
prefent univerfal murmurings. 3

: : ut
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But, if it were poffible, that fuch a degree of degene-
racy thould fo far prevale there, as to exclude all grounds
of fuch confidence and hope; it will be our turn to
ftretch forth a faving hand to them, as they, upon former
qceafions did to us, and by example and precept endea-
vor to turn them from their evil ways, that iniquity and
{lavery may not bring on their ruin.

Let us not be intimidated in oppofing the bafe attacks
of fuch daring invaders, as prefume to proftitute the
facred name of Majefty to give fanction to the fouleft and
bafeft meafures of a corrupt and perfidious miniftry.

But, let not our fpirit of liberty degenerate into licen-
tioufnefs | L.et our eyes be ever intent upon the laws, and
our hearts fixed upon the conftitution ! And let the world
fee, we dare preferve the freedom and rights, purchafed
for us by the pretious blood of our anceftors, and deter-
mine to hand them down intire to late(t pofterity.

‘There is a way to effe& this invaluable good, which is
fimple and ealy, as efficacious: It is but exerting your
wifdom and virtue in the choice of members to reprefent
you in the next parlement.

When you remember what you have loffed by the
ignorance, fupinenefs or corruption of former parlements;
when you recolleét the numberlefs incroachments made
and daily attempted to be made upon your national con-
ftitution ; when you look upon the treatment offered you
by the prefent adminiftration ; when you confider what
you have yet to lofe, and confider there is not any other
means under Heaven left of recovering what you have
loffed, of healing the breaches made in the conftitution
or obviating further incroachments and abufes to be made
or attempted, but the wifdom and integrity of your re-
prefentatives in parlement ; it can not be one moment
doubted that you will exert your utmoft means to return
fuch, as a patriot king and loyal people may rely on, for
good fenfe, probity and fortitude, to preferve the juft
prerogatives, the honer and dignity of the Crown, with
the rights and privileges of the fubje&, inviclable, in

{pight
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fpight to_the moft fubtil wiles and artifices of falfe, fht-
tering, . infinuating favorites-and wicked, crafty mini-
fters. ' g e
- Lam forry to find myfelf under the neceflity'of charg-

ing fome deep and dangerous defigns upon fome ‘late

adminiftrations in England, by which thofé ‘of' [Feland
never fail of being infefted. - P

- To fay nothing of their depriving us, by 'force, of
almoft every branch of trade, have they not made all
parts of our eftablithment as expenfive and burthenfome

as poflible ? ‘W hat enormous penfions have they impofed
upon us for ftrangers, aliens and proftitutes; drawn out of
facred funds, appropriated to national purpofes? What

care and folicitude has there been fhewn for many years

pafled, to make our Military éftablifhment as- expenfive
and burdenfome, as ineffe@ual to the défence of ihis

kingdom ? Has not the proportion of officers, to private
men, been kept more than double here, what it has been

in England 2 At the revolution, had they not care enough
of the public liberties to oblige the King never to keep

an army of more than twelve thoufand in this kingdom *
And did they not lately repele this facred law, abfolve

the King from this folemn engagement, with an intent to

increafe the military expence, but not it’s ftrength in this

kingdom, while they judged it expedient to reduce the

armies of England? And has not our Chief Governor

been induced to fend a requifition, by way of meflage to

the late Houfe of Commons to this effe@, and that in the

very words of the Englifh a& of parlement; while the
Commens were laying the grievous mifconduét of the
army before the throne and begging for th neceflary

-reformation and reduction of expence?

"Thanks to the fenfe and virtue of that Houfé of Com-
mons; and to the impending diffolution and hopes of
re-clection ! this minifterial project met it’s deferved fate,
in fpight to the numberlefs artful means ufed to carry it
mto execution. Thefe have by fundry hands been Tuf-
ticiently expofed, and by none, with cemmon fenfe and
' truth,
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truth, attempted to be defended. Indeed, they are
fufficiently expofed by the mimftry themfelves, in the
rewards ‘held out, promifed or a&ually granted to it’s
abettors, and by the threats and punifhmients, uttered or
given to fuch dependents, as had the fenfe and virtue to

oppofe ‘the deftruclive \meafare. How audacious, how

deftruétive, how iwicked, how abominable it is, to
hold out rewards and punifhments t6 influence the condu&
of members of parlement, the fimpleft honelt man may
judge: Yet fuch are avowedly the meafures of tle days
we live in, It is yours, my worthy friends, to guard
againft the horrid abufe, by prudence and proper cautions
in your choice.

- ‘There never was a time, in which you 'were more
loudly called upon:to exert your utmoft judgment, free-
dom and fortitude 1n your eleCtions, than this. Every
bafe and wicked attempt has been made upon the rights
and liberties of the fubject, univerfally ; every infult and
contempt ‘thrown upon the national conflitution, eve
vile deceipt and fordid craft praifed to fubvert that vir-
tue, freedom -and independence of members of parle-
ment, which are our onely fecurity from tyranny and
flavery. | .

: Wl{o fhall fave the nations from impending ruin 2
This .new, folely depends upon the Ele@ors of Members
of parlement.-~Therefore as you tender the wifeft, the
freeft, the happieft of civil conftitutions, purchafed -at
the expence of deluges of ithe beft blood of your patriot
anceflors, as you prize the fecurity of the lives, liberties
and properties of your neighbours and fellow fubje&ts, of
yourfelves and polterity ; as you regard the glorious revo-
* lution and it’s happy confequences, of which the Hanover
fuccefiion is not the left; as you tender the honor and
dignity of theicrown and the general freedom and happi-
nefs of the peopie; ina word, as you love your King
and country, fhake off the received or offered fhackles
upon your judgment, come they gilded from what
quarter they'may. Roufe your manly virtues, Call them

forth
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forth into life and aQion. Let the world fee, your wife
and patriot determinations, to affert the rights and liber-
ties of the fubje&, to vindicate and fupport the conftitu-
tion, to revive the glory of your anceftors, to refcue the
authority and power, the honor and dignity of the
crown from fuch treacherous favorites and wicked mini-
fters, as dare to abufe them, or to proftitute them to pur«
pofes, the reverfe of thofe of the inftitution, and to fupport
and uphold them, where alone the conftitution has wifely
placed them. . :

Are thefe things juft and neceffary ? Are they praife-
worthy? Are they defirable >Who can deny it?—The
very exiftence of your frame of government, depends
upon effe&ing thefe good things. © And thefe now depend
upon the wifdom, judgment, integrity and freedom of
the Flectors of Members of parlement, at the impend-
ing general eleftion. |

When you refle& upon the injuries, you have received,
thofe offered and thofe daily threatened ;3 you can not
think your circumftances will admit of a moment’s delay
of the neceflary exertion of your patriot virtues The
Evils you have felt give ample room to dread more.
W hat are the means of remedying the inflicted, or obvi-
ating impending evils? The wifdom, independence,
freedom and fortitude of the Houfe of Commons, and
thefe can onely be hoped from fources of the fame qua-
lities and virtuesin the EleCtors. 3

But were it poflible, you fhould be infenfible of the
manifold wounds and bruifes alually given the political
conftitution, or regardlefs of the reftoration of your
rights, which are not to be fufpetied, a defire of preferv-
ing the remnant of liberty left you, muft infpire and ani-
mate the moft infenfible breatt.

Suppofe then, that after you had, fince the revolution,
conftantly payed and provided for an army of twelve thou-
fand effe€tive men, for the defence of your country, you
fhould appear to have been generally robbed of above one
half of your defence; and that, when the old millitia
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laws had expired and a reinftitution of the militia, the
natural ftrength and true internal defence of every free
ftate, was univerfally defired and moved in parlement ;
fuppofe that, when a revival of militia laws were denied,
by precluding them the confideration of parlement, by
prerogative adjournments, thofe who, for years paffed,
avowedly robbed you of the military defence provided
and paid by you, fhould after confefling the faét, refufing
the defired neceffary reformation of the military, and
after denying you mulitia faws, and that in the worft, the
moft contemptuous and anticonftitutional manner; fup-
pofe, Ifay, that under thefe aggravating circumftances,
and when the powerful reftraint of an Englih a& of

parlement, wifely laid upon the crown, from raifing or -

keeping a greater military force than twelve thoufand, fo
near England, as in this kingdom, was taken off, and the
Englifb thought it neceffary to reduce their army at home,
a requifition, in the terms of a foregne law, fhould be
made, to augment the number and expence, but not the
real firength of the military eftablithment in this king-
dom, wirthout an aét of parlement for the well governing
and regulating this great army, or the flighteft affurance
of keeping the ftipulated and promifed twelve thoufand
men within the kingdom ; fuppofe fuch an injurious and
dangerous meafure propofed and fupported by minifterial

craft, fubtilty, influence and power ; how:.may the fatal

ftroke be parried or evaded ?—By you and by you onely,
and that onely by wifdom," circumfpe@ion and freedom
in your choice of your Members in parlement.

Would it not therefore become you to make this one of
your tefts in the ele&ion of your Reprefentatives ? fhould
a man who did or would again propofe, vote for, or
countenance fuch a meafure, be again trufted with a feat
in parlement; unlefs he appeared free from all finifter
influence, ‘convinced of his error, truly penitent for his
tranigrefling, and ready to give all poflible affurance of
his future more prudent and faithful condué& ?

But
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- But there is a matter of flill greater moment, which
you obtained with pain and difficulty, by the favor of
providence upon your long perfevering virtues, and the
fidelity and zele of a few of your late reprefentatives.
«——1 muft fuppofe you all perfectly fenfible of the inef-
timable benefits and importance of the law for limiting
the duration of parlements. You know how hardly,
perhaps accidentally, it was obtained. ~But perhaps, you
know not how eafily it may be loffed.

Let me be your remembrancer! and do you grow
~wife by the dear bought experience of your neighbours.
——DBy the primitive inftitution, parlements were to
meet ordinarily three times in the year, at the great
Feafts of Chrifimas, Eafler and Whit[untide. ‘This was
religioufly obferved in all the conftitutional regnes. But
was fometimes . interrupted by tyrannical kings and
wicked minifters.

In the earlier ages however, parlements were generally
called at lelt once in every year. In the regne of the
wife and jult king, Edward 1, it appears, they were
held twice a year, and we find, that that righteous
prince,.rather than proregue his parlement, agreeable to
modern cuttom, or protract it’s duration or fitting, beyond
due bounds, chofe rather to diffolve it, though it had
not finifhed the neceflary bufinefs, and though he was
under the neccﬂity of calling another, in a fhort time,
after.

So tenacious were thc people of this effential principle
of their polity, that the protraling the duration, or the
feflions of parlements, beyond the accultomed limitation,
abfenting himfelf from them, corrupting and otherwife
abufing them, were among the principal caufes of bringing
that cruel, wicked tyrant Richard 11, 10 his tragieal end.

From the earlieft records of parlements, down to the
tyrannical regne of Henry VIII, not onely from the
written records, but from the pnnted ftatutes, and even
the writs of fummeons, the frequency of ele€tions or the

calling of new parlements, moft evidently demonftrate
the
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the attention to this fundamental point, all by a long and
almoft uninterrupted ufage.

It muft however be confefled, that feveral weak and
wicked prirces, alpiring at arbitrary power, attempted
to rule without parlements. But the perfidious attempts
generally ended in the ruin of the tyrants and their
minions.

To obviate thefe evils, by the juft laws of. the fourth,
fiveth and thirty figth of that wife and patriot king,
Ldward 111, it was ena&ed, that for redrefs of divers
mifchiefs and grievances, which aaily bappen, a parlement
thall be holden every year. or oftener if need bei——
‘T'hefe laws remaned in tull force in England, until parle-
ments. were made triennial, in the regnes of Charles I
and William 111, and feptennial in that of Gearge 1,

The reafons and neceflity of fecuring to the people
their fundamental right to frequent and free eletions, ap-
pear very obvious upon the flighteft confideration : for,
as the body ot the people, now no more meet in the ag-
gregate [tate, as originally, before they committed the
public concerns to the care of parlements, and can onely
a& by reprefentation ; as they are liable to errors and
miftakes in their choice of reprefentatives; and as the
cholen reprefentatives, as. men, muft be fubject to various
infirmities, that may utterly incapacitate them, or,
which is ftill worfe, as they are liable to be allured into
a fervile dependence on the crown or on the lords, utterl
ancompatible with the office, duty and neceffary freedom
and independence of reprefentatives ; nothing could be
more juft, or more necelfary to the freedom and fecurity
of the people, than the giving them frequent opportuni-
ties of correcting and amending their choice, and there-
by obviating the many dangers, to which they muft be
expofed, by the want of judgement, integrity, freedom
or independence in their reprefentatives.

‘OF all the weak and wicked princes, with which En-
gland has been curfed, nonecﬂ1ewed 2 greater averfion to
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parlements; or more folicitoufly labored to rule ‘with-

out them, than the whole race of the Stuarty.

The unfortunate Charles 1. fet parlements afide. for
twelve years, regardlefs of the laws and flawites, by
which he reduced himfelf to thofe fireights, from which
he never was able to extricate himfelf, beforehe brought
on his own untimely fate, and the fubverfion of the poli-
tical conftitution. In fome of thofe difficulties, in the
fixteenth year of his regne, he was forced to pafs an 2&

for preventing the inconveniences bappening by dong inter-
miffions of parlement.— By this, the parlement was made
triennial. . And if the King failed of calling, the Chan-
cellor ‘might iffue writs to fummon, a new parlement,
and fuch parlement was not to be diffolved for fivety days,
without their own confent.

This invafion of the regal prerogative was foon at-
tended with another, which was an a& that the parlement
fhould not be diffolved, prorogued or adjourned, without
their own confent or aé. It is well known, that the
parlement, who thus protraéted or perpetuated their own
duration, regardiefs of the fundamental laws and flatutes
of the realm and of the rights of the people, never
ftopped till they brought the wretched King to a tragical
¢nd, and overturned the whole national conftitution in'
church and ftate. :

In the fixteenth year of the regne of Charles 11, the
flatute of the fixteenth of his father was repeled, as de-
rogatory to the.regal prerogative and tending to many
dangerous confequences. But, pliant as this parlement
was, it judgedit neceflary at the fame time to declare
and inacl, that becaufe, by the ancient laws and' flatutes,
parlements are o be beld very often, the fitting and bolding
of parlements fball not be intermitted above three years at
themafl.,

Ye{znotwilhﬁanding, this additional ftatute, to inforce
thie frequent calling and holding of parlements, was but
little obferved.  "The King being himfelf bribed and cor-
rupted againft the intereft of his country, by a penfion
from it’s natural enemy, fet himfelf upon bribing and

cor-
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corrupting his parlement, in the fame fhameful, fecret
manner, not being hardy enough epenly to corrupt the
Servants of the Public, the Reprefentatives of the People
in: parlement, by places and penfions, as has fince been
1co frequently prattifed, in the moft open and fhamelefs
manaer,

But, for the better effecting the pernicious purpofe of
poifoning the vital fpring of the conftitution, by corrupt-
ing the Members ; it was found neceffary to prolong the
duration of the parlement, contrary to public and royal
faith, to juftice and the laws. In this bafe fcheme; the
perjured Commons readily confpired, for their own fecret,
finiter, temporary emolument, regardlefs of their duty
to their country and Conftituents. This parlement was
continued for eighteen years, perpetrated much mifchief
in their day, layed the foundation of much more in ours,
and acquired to themf{elves: the infamous epithet of the
penfioned parlement. Happy for us, if none other had
{ince merited the obprobrious titule,

Complaints of the manifold evils attending long parle-
ments, at the revolution, brought forth the declaration,
in the convention, that pariements ought to be frequently
beld. Yet, though this, with the other articles of the
declaration were ratified by the Prince, and a parlement
afterwards was annually called ; it was not judged a fuf-
ficient fecurity for this fundamental right And therefore
a bill pafled both Houfes for the frequent meeting and cal-
ling gf parlements, but to the indelible reproach of the
adminiftration, was reje€ted by the throne. Several at-
tempts to obtain fuch a law were made in fucceding fef-
fions, but they mifcarried, by the wicked contrivances of
minifters in the Commons But by the perfeverance of
fome faithful Members, a bill for the purpofe at length
paffed both houfes and received the royal aflent, the fixth
of William and Mary.

The words of the preamble of this memorable ftatute
are very remarkable; to wit, Whereas by the antient
laws and ﬁaiute: of the kingdom, parlements ought to be

C 2 fre-
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Frequently called and beld.  And whereas Srequent dew parle-

ments tend very much to the bappy unizn and goad agrecment
of the King and his People. "Thereforeit was inafted; that
parlements thould be triennial, &7¢. ‘
‘Thus, you fee a conteft continually maintained between
the people, for preferving their undeniable fhare ‘in the
government, by a frequent and free ele@ion of their
Reprefentatives and the crown, for abolithing parlements,
protraciing their duration, alienating them ‘from their
affection and duty, from their connexion’with and juft
dependence upon their Conflituents, and fo perverting,
them from being the delegated Minifters of the People
and the Guardians of their rights ‘and liberties, for a li-
mited time, to be the abje&, lawlefs:Creatures of- Mini-
flers and the worft and moft dangerous tools of arbitrary
power and tyranny, for an unlimited time. Dreadful
perverfion | yet fuch was the cafe before the flatute for
the limitation was obtained, ‘not'‘without relu@ance and
refiraint, even from our great Deliverer. ‘
By this law, which was undoubtedly to be confidered in
ihe rumber of the fundamental and unalterable, the rights
of the People to change their Reprefentatives, inftead of
orce a year or oftener, to once in three years, was eftablifhed.
T'he People were not capable of giving their Members a
longer term, they could inveft their Reprefentatives with
their privileges, authorities ard powers for three years
and no longer... And the Perfons, ele@ed for this term,

ceafed to bethe Minifters and Reprefentatives of the

People, the day in which the limited term expired.
Neither the furft or fecond eftate, jointly or feverally could,
by law, or agreeable to any rule of juftice, public faith
or found ‘policy, protraét the duration of parlement a
fingle day, or an hour beyond the limited time. And
much lefs could the Commons concur in fuch an illicit
prolongation, without betraying their country, and the
moft facred rights of their Conftituents and ward, without

L the blackeft perfidy and T'raifon.
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- 1f the Commons, even with the concurrence of the
other eftates of the legiflature, could protra@ the parle-
ment beyond the limited time, for which the Pecple
chofe, appointed and intrufted them, a year, a day or an
bour, they had an equal right to make themfelves perpe-
tual or to abolifh the inftitution. The Commons, when
once they exceded the limited duration, cealed to be the
chofen Reprefentatives and Truftees of the Pecple; they
became the Creatures and T'ools of iliicit power, whote
Reprefentatives alone they were to be confidered.

Y et, unanfwerable as thefe and mapy other arguments,
which might ke adduced, muft appear, a parlement was
fonnd 11 a late regne, who, while there ‘was above a year
of the time of their fawful duration unexpired, thought
fit to diffolve their compaélt with their Canftituents, to
prolong their own exiftence for four years beyond the
time, for which they were elefled, to make and extend
the duration of that and all fucceding parlements, from
three to feven years,

Hateful and flagrant as thofe breaches of public faith
and of the laws and {tarutes, and thole iahbns'of Alie
rights of thie people may appear in England, there were
itiil worfe committed n frefand : YFor, while we have

~always had an equal titule with our neighbours to free and

frequent ele@ions, parlements were called or not called,
intermitted or prolenged, at the difcretion of the miniftry.
And whiie the laws of the great Edward I, were in
full force, our parlements knew no limits to their dura-
tion, but the demife of the King, till now.

No wonder then, that in fuch parlements, the facred
rights of the people and even the very eflence of the
con{litution were proftituted and proftrated to the will of
every corrupt teol fent to rule us.

The beft of parlements have fome time prefumed to
lay fomgsclame to omnipotence. And precedents are
generally fo powerful in parlementary procedings, that
one parlemem often avowedly follows the example of
another, even in a different kingdom.

C3 If
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If then, a bill moved and difated , by the lords, for
no commoner, however he might concur in fuch a mo-
tion, could be found hardy enough to propofle fuch a
breach of public faith, fuch a fubverfion of the conftitu-
tion ; to extend the duration of the then prefent and fu-
ture parlements, from-three to feven years was with fo
little oppofition or diflike received and agreed to by the
commons of Eugland ; what may be expeied in this
kingdom, where the prefent limitation bill has met with
fuch powerful opponents and fo few real friends in it’s
paflage ? what is more likely than that, in fome fhort
time, it’s open and fecret opponents will confpire and re-
pele it or protract the duration beyond.the bounds of Jaw,
realon, jultice, good policy and common fenfe 7
What has been may be. Look to your rights, my
Friends, in time: it is you alone that ean cbviaie the
dreaded evil, by wifdom, and wvirtue, freedom and forti-
tude in your choice. If you do not manfully, feafonak
exert your prudence and judgement in your eleions, you
have no right to expeét the like good qualities or common
fenfe or integrity i your repsefentatives, confequently,
you cannot be aliured of the continuance of the octenni-
al law, for a fingle feffion ? :
Would it not then be prudent, after you exert the
utmoft judgement and virtue in your choice, to inftruét
and conjure your reprefentatives, to oppofe every motion
and tendency to repele this law, and never to confent to
any {uch repele, unlefs immediately to obtain a fhorter
limitation ? or.rather, would it not be a proper and ne-
- ceffary teft, not to vote for the eleion of any man,
who openiy or fecretly oppofed this law, or who did not,
if then'a member of the legiflature, ufe his utmoft
Toeans, to promote the paffing of the law? or, who does
not promife if eleted, toufe his conftant and utmoft en-
deavors to continue the prefent limitation or to obtain
a dhorter ? this | fubmit to your prudent determination.
If then, from former invafions of your conflitution,
from various laier attempts, fuccefsful or unfuccefsful, to

invade
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invade your rights and liberties, to treat your parlements
with eontempt, to influence or fet at nought your electi-
ons, to corrupt and proftitue them ele&ed ; it all endea-
.. vors have been made to transfer the executive power of

this kingdom, _to another, to offer the diftates of power
to be paffed into laws by the legiflature, as the remnant
of the gallic parlements are forced to regifter and in-
force the dictates of their tyrant or his minifters; if you
be held in perpetval- danger of lofing your liberties,
your facred rights to frequent parlements, and now to
free elections, at left, oncein eight years: if even a
proclamation for calling a new parlement is not to be
iflued, withoat wounding you in 2 tender point ; I con-
jure you to confider your circumftances, with due care
and attention, before it be too late, dnd exert the ut-
moft judgment, circumipe&ion, prudence and frgedom
in your choice of members, and fo  promote and fupport
the true intereft, the glory and honor of the crown, by

“fending fit and worthy reprefentatives to counfil the fove-
rekne, to refcue the crown out of the hands of defigning,

faithiefs or ignorant minifters and to preferve inviolate
your freedom and rights from generation to generation.
“I'here néver was a time, when the ele&ors of Ireland
had lefs excule for floth or fupinenefs or for pleading ig-
norance of their duty and cirecumftances, than the pre-

fent. You are all well inftru&ed in the flate of the na-

tion, you know -yout rights, you know the relation and
connexion of the ele@ors to the elefted. You know
the requifite chara@ersand qualifications, the inftitution,
office and duty of reprefentatives. You know the honor
and dignity of the crown, the fafety and liberty of the
people, your all depends upon the” fenfe and virtue of
your delegates and on yours primarily in the choice of
them. | .
Moft of you have been generally fo attentive to pub-
lic tranfactions, that you cannot be ftrangers'to the con-

du& and charalers of your late reprefentatives and
other candidates ; you muft know whom it it is incum-
! b g < -] , C 4 bent
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bent upon you to choofe and whom you cannot choofe
or truft. _ ,

Youcannot wifely or juftly withhold your fuffrages from
thofe who have given the proper proofs of their loyalty,
jufticey judgment, integrity, independence, freedom and

- fortitude, and of their unwearied attention and care in
the difcharge of your truft. Such and fuch alone demand
the free fuffrages of all that are or wifh to be free; it 1s
perfidy and perjury to deny them, or to givethem to the
oppofite charatters, knowing them to be fuch,

Look then on the other fide. Afk your own honeft,
unbiaffed and uninfluenced hearts, if vou may truft men,
who bafk and can live onely, in the funfhine of a court ;
who cringe and fawn upon ‘the worft and. moft infamous
Tools of power, to procure the. gratification of their
pride, -vanity, avarice or neceflity, with rank, ‘precedence,
titules, colored firings or feathers, or with ufelefs and
expenfive places or more wafteful and deltru&ive pen-
fions ? Can thefe be fit to be trufted with the arduous
affairs of ftate, with the defence and fupport of the con-
ftitution, or with confilhing the crown, or allerting the
rights of the People? None but a Fool can think fa.
No wife man can truft 2 Knave or fend a Fool of his
errand.

Orther clafles may be found, as little intituled to your
regard and confidence, as thofe who profefledly fall in
with, and as it were offictally and promifcuoufly, promote
the beft or the worft” meafures of the beft or the worit
minifters, without diftin€tion. You will readily judge, I

" mean thofe whoexpend their fortunes to obtain feats by

bribery, corruption and other finifter influence,. without
any other view, than '
Growing great by their revenues fpent,
And flying from Bailiffs into parlement,

- The views of thefe Men are as obvious as thofe of
fuch Men as afflume the charadters of patriots, and pro-
mifeuoufly oppofe all meafures, right and wrong, without
diffin€tion, and that onely to make their weight and confe-

quence
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quence known and to intindle them to the higher wages
of proftitution, from an abandoned mnifiry.

You muft ever remember toavoid fuch men as attempt
to lay the eleCtors under any degree of undue influence,
from the weight of power, to the paltry pernicious bribe
or infnaring entertainment.  Who lays an ¢leétor under
any unjuft biafs or reftraint, or procures or fuffers it to be
done by others, is certainly a tyrant in his nature, and pro-
bably has fubjected and inflaved himfelf for the purpofe of
inflaving others.

The lover and true friend to his country, fo far from
accepting an eledlion upon fuch unjuft, flavith and anti-
conftitutional terms, muit difdain the offer. Can he be
hoped to affert your rights and liberties in parlement, who
gets there under the influence of power or evil minifters,
by inflaving and corrupting the ele@ors, by poifoning the
great fource of political health, and fapping the very
foundation of the conflitution, the {ice clection of the
commons ?

Let thofe candidates, who have not hitherto ferved in
parlement, give the neceflary and proper proofs of their
qualification and fuffer their capacities and chara&er, to be
brought to the jufteft and niceft tefts, before you can think
of voting for them. And let thofe who have ferved, give a
juft account of their ftewardthip cr fervice. It is your

indifpenfable duty to examine and to confider their atten-

dence,their afl'duity and care in the difcharge ot their duty,
If you find that, in general, not aboye half the membersof
the kingdom give their attendance, and for the greateft part
of the laft feflion, not one third and fometimes, not one
fixth attended ; you have an undoubted right to inquire who
were the delinquents, and the caufes of the delinquency,
and treat them as they deferve.

You are next to examine the condu& and the motives
of the conduét of thofe, who did attend, fee what bills they
introduced what motion they made or fupported. See
what good meafures or bad, they promoted or countenan-
ced, rejected or oppofed. See what favors they obtained

or
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or fought from the miniftry, and for what caufes and con-
fiderations. Learn thefe interefling truths, and then judge
like free men, worthy of the facred truft repofed in you,

that of reinftituting and preferving the conflitution of your

country.
As there is 1o truft fo important, fo facred, as thls, the

laws are in no inftance more explicit than in declaring

-—

that AL, ELECTIONS SHAIL BE FREE. Fieedom 1s the
neceflary criterion of eleCtion : The very sword implies

freedom 3 for who can make a choice, that ‘is not free."

Others may nominate or appoint ; but nene, that is not
free can make a choice.

But this freedom does not imply, that the eleCtor may
arbitarily difpofe of his vote. 1tis a public truft, repofed
in him, for the good of fociety, and he 15 to difpofe of it,
not by compulﬁon or unjuft influénee, not even at will 5
but according to the beft of his information and]udgment,
to the man beft qualified and difpofed to promote the
good of fociety, by which alone, the ends of the inflitu~
tion can be anfwered.

The elector being tree/in his choice is the beft fecurny
for the freedom of the ele€ted: As it 1s next to having no
houfe of commons, tohave.one dependent upon the lords
or the king; itis neceFar} the ele€tor thould be under the
influence of neither. = An eleftion made under the influ-
ence or direQion of a lord of parlement, s againft the re-
peted refolutions of the houfe of commons of each lfmg'~
dom, and therefore,always declared void.

If then the lords, who are guardians and truftees, though

not reprefentatives of the people, may not interfere in the
ele&ticns of the cominons; how much more dangerous

arnd hateful is it, that members of parlement fhould be
ele@ed under the influence or direction of the crown or
it’s minifters ? This is another methed of abolifhing the
power, authority.and we:ght of the people, in the com-
mons, and can be equaled in vice and illegality of proced-
ing, by nothing but the bribing and corrupting the chofen
members, with placcs, penfions or promifes. The En-

‘nifler
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nifter, who is capable of this perverfion of otder, freedom
and independence, muflt be an enemy to (he king and con-
ftitution of his country, and ke who fubmits to the abufe
1s a perjured {lave. e i {

Y ct, deteftable and deftructive as this crime is, the tune
was, even in England, when the public treafure wasthere
fhamcfully fquandered; in bribing and corrupting the elec-
tors at every ele€lion, until an eaficr expedient ‘was dil-
covered, by bribing the ele&ed foon after their return, b
puiting them into fome of the multipligd ufelefs and bur-
denlome offices and places, many of them created for the
purpofe, or inlifting them in thofe wort and moft infa-
mous of all minifterial hirelings, the band of penfi-
oners. :

The care our minifters have generally taken to prevent
any redundance in our treafury, has renderéd the former
fcheme more difficult than the later, which has been moit
generally pradtifed and with the beft fuccefs.

At prefent, indeed, the former proje& cannot fo well be
carried into execution, as neither cath nor credit abounds
in the treafury. How far the later may be pratifed time
alone can evince. Itis yours, My friends! to return fuch
members as difdain every degree of corruption, fuch as

are incapable of admitting any influence but that of their

- conftituents  And. this 1s only to be done by exerting

your beft judgement with freedom in your choice : For,
though by the wifdom and fpirit of the laws, by which
_parlements themfelves were inftituted, cach eftate of the
legiflature is to be abfolutely free and independent of each
other, and though this be more exprefsly provided, as moft
effentially neceflary for the commons; yet from the de-
_pravity of human nature, no written law has yet been ob-
tained in this kingdom, to prevent the lordsor the minifters
- of the crown from interfering in ele@ions, or from influ-
enceing or-corrupting the eleCtors or the eleted. So that
the commons alone can affert and vindicate their own free-
dom and honour, and preferve themfelves unconne&ed

3 with
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with and independent upon the’ peerage or the power of
of evil governors or minifters, But, unlefs the ele@ors be
judicious, difinterefted and free in their choice, they muit
look for an houfe of commons made up of the creatures
and dependenis of the peersor the tocls and flaves of the
mintters of power, which muft at once overturn the civil
conftitution, and in time, inflave the whole nation:

Thus, you fee, the prefervation of your own rights and
liberties and the upholding the beft known fyflem of go-
veroment, primarily and chiefly, if not folely depends up-
on the witdom and virtue of the people in their choice of
reprefentatives, if then you let flip the happy opportu-
nity, how deferved muft be your bondage, how great your
condemnation ! : :

But, there is one inftance, which is too little attended
to, in which your treedom in eleétions is fecured by a writ-
ten law, 1 mean the ftatute of the fecond of George I.

“chapter xix. This wifely guards againft the ordinary
and often the moft fuccefsful means ufed to bribe and cor-
rupt fome of the eletors, by taking thém off their guard,
by viliating their morals or intoxicating their fenfes.

Jt 15 too well known, that many candidates who hardly
defigned to fpeak to, or even to know, an ele&or, except
while an eledlion was depending, and to whofe princely
prefence, or perhaps hall the honeft freemen or freeholder,
of the lower clafs of fortune, though equal to the moft
opulent, could hardly hope for accefs, unlefs when their
votes were a wanting to fill up a vacancy ; it is well
known that upon-thefe occafions and thefe only, certain
haughty candidates for a while unbend their pride and va-
nity, pay court to the eleCtors, whom they before treated
with contempt, and ftill do fecretly defpife and ditdain,
falute and greet them with blandifhments, invite them to
their houfes or to taverns, and there load them with pre-
fents, or promifes, or with meat or drink, till the honeft
voter, thus is deprived of his fenfes, is infnared and tre-
panned, and like the brute beaft, led to the thambles for

flaughter
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flanghter, not feeing the foul difgrace put upon him, of
difcerning how he feils his inheritance for a mels of po.
tage ard facrifices to his bellv, or to Satan, freedom and
happinels of his country, of himfelf and poflerity,

Againft this fhameiul debauchery and perverfion. the
legiflatures of both kingdoms, wifely feconding the laws
of Godand nature, have exprefsly provided by the ffatutes
of the feventh of William LiL- in E ngland, and by that of
George | before mentioned, in this kmsrdom. By
this, it is inated, that “ no perfon to be eleted to ferve
¢¢ in parlement for any county, city or borough, after the
telt of the writ or fummons to parlement, upon thie
¢ calling or fummoning of any parlement hereafter,
“¢ fhall by kimfelf, his friends or agents; or any employ-

ed on his behall and at his coft and charge before his

ele@tion to ferve in pariement for any county, city or
borough, direétly or indireéty, give, prefentor allow,
to any perfon, having vote or a voice in fuch eleftians,
any mony, meat, drink, entertainment or provifion, or
make any prefent, g\ft, reward or entertainment, or
thall make any promile, agreement, obligation or en-
gagement, to give or allow any money, meat, drink,
provifion, prefent, entertaimment or reward to any fuch
perfons in particular, or to any fuch county, city or
“borough in general, or for the ufe, benefit, employ-
ment, profit or preferment, of any fuch perfons or
¢ places in order to be ele€ted or for being eleted to
ferve mn parlement, for fuch county, city or bo-
“ rough.”

Thus divine and human laws confpire to fecure the
virtue and freedom, the morals, and honor of both of the
candidate and of ‘the eleGtors. He muft pay but little re-
gard to either, who allures, influences, tempts or profti-
tutes, or who fuffers himfelf to be fraudulently, vicionflv
and illegally allured, influenced, tempted, proftituted or
betrayed ; either muft be an enemy to his country, a dif-
grace md fhame to the conftitution,
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And now, my beloved and honored countrymen and
{ellow citizens, brethren and friends! if you have, which
15 not to be doubted, the natural detire to get the breaches
rnade vpon the civil conftitution reparcd, the wounds
given the kingdem and it’s cities and towns corporate,
healed ; your loffed or withheld rights and liberties re-
ftored, the incroachments upon the civil power and the
mfults too frequently offered both to the legiflative and
excutive powers of the nation, refented, oppofed and
guarded againft for the future; if you with, as fure you
muft, to preferve the remnant of liberties left you, and
particularly the facred privilege fo long with-held and fo
hardly obtained, that by which you are now called toge-
ther, the aét for limiting the duration of parlements;
as you with well to the conftitution, under which alone
your lives and properties, your religious and civil rights
and liberties are to be freely and fecurely enjoyed ; as
you prize the great revolution and it’s happy confequences ;
as you would promote and fecure the freedom and welfare
of your neighbours ; as you tender the glory and honor
of the crown, and the true intereft, the freedom and
happinefs of your country of yourfelves and pofterity ; I
conjure you to provide theonely means of obtaining or
infuring thefe great bleflings, A WISE, A DISINTE-
RESTED, AN INDEPENDENT, A LovaL, A FREE
HOUSE OF COMMONS, that onely impregnable
bulwark of yourliberties, that onely fure means of fecu-
ring, improving and fircngthening the eftablifhed confti-
tution in church and ftate, which is onely to be effe€ted or
hoped from the wifdom and virtue of the Ele&ors. This
is the moft favourable and happy opportunity, which gra-
cious providence has put into your hands. If you let this

- flip, who can fay, you may ever have another ? you

cannot hope it, as you will not have deferved the
blefling ;

I thould not conclude, without offering to the reft of
my Countrymen and Fellow-Subje&s, the example (:5
my moft beloved and honoured Brethren and Fello

- Citi-
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Citizens of this capital, were I not myfelf one of the
Objeéts of their choice ; but modefty muft yield 1o juflice
and gratitude, to an honeft pride, and permit me, for my
country, as well as myfelf, moftfincerely and heartily to
thank if not to applaud, them, for the great example of
that conftitutional virtue, of that difintereftednefs, inde-
pendence and freedom, of that regard to the great law,
which, under God, is owing to their perfevering virtves,
under which the Eleors of the kingdom are now fo un-
expeétedly called together, in firft, in calling their hum-
- ble and faithful fervant from obfcurity to an exalted flati-

on, and from perfecution and banifhment, fulfered for

their fervice, to the moft exalted honor in the mof im-

portant truft. _ :

Nor did they lofe fight of their Servant in the high
office, in which they placed him. They attended to his
public conduét, they firengthened him with their coun-
cils and inftruéions, they fupported him with their weight,
they honored him with generous acknowledgments
and the moft diftirguithed marks 'of confidence and af-
fe€tion. : . :

_ But their generofity did not ftop here. 'The limitation
bill was no fooner paffed, than they called upon their
Servant again, with repeted marks of their regard and
confidence, defired he fhould again fland a Candidate for
one of the city’s feats, and affured him of their fup-
porting his election upon the fame difinterefted motives as
before, free from all eéxpence.

It was impoffible for a man indued with a flighter fenle
of gratitude and freedom, to refift the generous call.
And therefore, 1 have declared myfelf intirely devoted to
their fervice.—Were I confcious of merit, equal to the
freedom and greatnefs of foul thus manifefted by my late,
ever to be honored and admired Conttituents ; 1 thould
fay to the reft of my Countrymen and Fellow-Subjecls,

* g0 you and do likewife ; fince fuch a condu@, tho’ to an
inferior obje&t, while it bids fair to fave the contitu-
tion and fecure it’s bleflings to lateft ‘pofterity, can alone

: do
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do real honor to the Reprefentatives and Conftitu-
ents.

It would be unpardonable in this place, to omit the
grateful acknowledgments due to numbers of my woerthy
fellow Subjedts, in other parts of the kingdom, who
have exprefled their attention and regards to-me, with
the moft extraordinary public marks ot their approbation
and favor. Among thefe, I muft name with equal grati-
tude and pride, the great city of Cork, the town of Eunis
and the Gentlemen of the counties of Galway and
Mayo. '

The applaufe of the free and virtuous, and the aver-
{ion of Slaves and Knaves, though in the moft exalted
flations, are alike defireable, alike eftimable in my fight.
And therefore, with equal pride; I mention the one and
the other. ‘

However -indoftrious, however artful, however fecret
the machination of vour Enemies, which muft be mine
of courfe, have been carried on, as fuch fhould have
been, in the dark ; they are not unknown to me.—I am
perfe@tly fenfible, that the fame power, which has at-
tempted many other invafions of your rights, which were
by my vigilance and care foiled and fruftrated, that very
power, who audacioufly and impioufly ftopped the progrels
of many excellent bills, and particularly procured the
rejection of ' the exception in favor of Dublin, in the
qualification bill, has had recourfe to every low and bafe
means to fubvert the freedom of the city in her choice of
Members.

I well know the influence, the fubfcription, the bribes
held out, the powerful fupport promifed to any Man that
could be procured to ftand a Candidate, for one of the
city’s feats in parlement, in oppofition to me. ‘

I have been well informed of the abufe and mifrepre-
fentation of my condué& and charaéter fo liberally dealt
about, under the rofe, to prejudice me in the eyes of my
Fellow-Citizens. I am induftrioufly branded with dif-
affeftion and difrefpedt to government, and as a Perfon
run-
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running refrograde to the moft wife and juft meafures of
adminiftration. '

I fhall fay no more, till I fee, whether it be poffible or
not, that any Lurcher fhould be produced out of - the dark
and fecret recefles of ‘minifterial myftery, to furprife the
free and independent Elefors of the metropolis, when
many of them are likely to be ingaged in other eleGtions
in the country.

When this is done, I fhall preduce fuch proofs of my
duty, allegiance, affeGion and fidelity to my Soveregne,
of fuch profound refpe& to his Vicegerent "and worthy
Minifters, and fuch atteftations, even under the hands of
mine Enemies, which in fuch inftances may be believed,
of the integrity of my conduct and chara&er, as may
make tyrants and flaves blufth and tremble and vindicate
my Fellow-Citizens in their difinterefted, free and honeft
choice.

I here have propofed no teft, that I am not ready myfelf
to take. And every honeft Man has a right to put me to
any further tefts that juftice and liberty can authorife or
demand,

I have the honor of being,

With the utmoft fincerity and truth,
¥
My MOST DEAR and HONOURED CoUNTRYMEN

and FELLOW-—SUBJECTS, BRETHREN and
Friexps|

Your moft faithful,
And moft devoted,

Humble Servant,
Henry-Street,
ﬂéh-ﬂp
une 23, 1768. _
Jine 33, 17 C LUCAS
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