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C H A R L E S  L U C A S ,

T o  the F r e e  and I n d e p e n d e n t  E l e c t o r s  o f  
the Kingdom  o f I r e l a n d  in general, to thofe 
of the C ity  o f D u b l i n  in particular ; F r e e d o m ,  
H e a l t h ,  and P e a c e :

M y  m oil  honored and beloved C o u n t r y m e n ,  F e l l o w -  
C i t i z e n s ,  and F r i e n d s .

TH E  long wiihed for period is arrived, when the 
lapfed national Conftitution is io far fet to rights, 
as to be brought back, nearly, to the primitive 

Inflitution, i f  not to the original principles o f  our Polity.
It is the peculiar bleffing o f  this A g e ,  that W e  have 

lived to obtain w hat  our forefathers and W e  have long 
wiihed and fighed for in vane, a L a w  for Lim it ing  the 
Duration o f  Parlements. It is our peculiar happinefs, 
that we have outlived that deteflable hoary T y r a n t ,  a 
perpetual Parlement, by  which the R igh ts  and Liberties 
Or the f u b j e â  were fo often and fo long fet at naught, 
and the Relation, O ff ice  and D u t y  of  Conftituents and 
Reprefentatives were a d u a l ly  abolifhed or buried ‘ in 
oblivion.

T h e  Original  Sacred C o m p a f t  between the C on i l i -  
,  tuents and Reprefentatives is now no longer to be forgot,  

but rauft, by this law, be revived and inforced. T h e  
E leftor ,  before negle£ted and difpifed, will now learn his 
weight and importance in the Councils o f  the Nation 
H e is no longer to be duped by the dcfigning man, w ho,  
after having obtained his V o t e ,  domineered over his 
E l e â o r ,  knowing the office confered, was for life. T h e
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Reprefentative now muil remember, that he is the C rea
ture and Servant of  his Ele&ors ; that his reckoning is 
not to be put off, as formerly, to a long day ; but that 
he is to account, at left: once in eight years, with his 
Conil ituents , who will fo often, have it in their power 
to diftinguifh and reward, or to cenfure his C onduft ,  and 
brand him with laiting Contempt and Infamy.

T h e  Equality, i f  not the fuperiority, of  the Electors 
to the Elected will now be known and confeffed, univer- 
lally. And Gentlemen will not difdain, as heretofore, 
to pay due Refpe6t and Deference to thofe, from whom 
they derive all their Privilege, Power, Authority and 
W e i g h t ,  and for whom, they muil confefs, they hold 
them but in T r u i l .

T h e f e  make but a part o f  the many Bleffings, prefent 
and future, which this great L a w  fecures to this K in g 
dom, if the F r e e m e n  and F r e e h o l d e r s  have but the 
wifdom and virtue to live up to the conftittltional fpirit o f  
the L a w .

T o  point out to the lefs informed o f  my C o u n t r y m e n  
and F e l l o w - C i t i z e n s ,  the means o f  reaping the pre
fent and future defired Benefits irom th;s L a w ,  is the 
purport and intent of  the prefent Addrefs. And there
fore, rude and irregular as it muil  neceflarily be found, 
amidft my numberleis avocations and the ihortnefs o f  the 
time allowed for fuch a work, the defign, it is hoped, will 
apologife for Imperfeâions and .make the attempt accept
able to the public.

As there has been no point of  time, fince the L a w s  
o f  England were adopted in Ireland *, in which an exertion 
o f  the Wifdom and Circumfpe&ion, o f  the Freedom and 
Virtu e  o f  the Ele&ors, in their choice of  Members to re- 
prefent them in Parlement, has been more effentially 
r.eceiTary than at prefent ; I cannot, confident with  the 
C bara & e r  o f  a good Citizen,  fuffer the prefent critical 
conjuncture o f  affairs to pafs unnoticed, without calling 
upon every man, w ho tenders the Liberty and Happinefs

*This  was done by A el o f  Parlement, the ioth o f  Henry VII.
o f
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o f  himfelf, his Country and Pofterity, or the glory o f  his 
K in g ,  to exert himfelf agreeable to the duty of his fphere, 
in the C om m on Caufe.

Agreeable to the defire o f  fome o f  m y worthy F e l lo w -  
C it iz e n s ,  I lately fent a fmall T r a â  to the Prefs, which 
had been publifhed in London, previous to the late gene
ral Ele&ions,  but not much read here.

In that, I have iketched out fome general rules for the 
Duties  o f  the Electors , as well as for jud ging  o f  the 
capacities and qualifications o f  the nerions to be 
E le& ed.

I alfo gave a fketch o f  the diftempered State of  the 
body politic, in order to point out the moft fpeedy and 
effe&ual method o f  Cure ,  which appeared folely to de
pend upon the W i id o m  and Virtu e  o f  your choice o f  
Reprefentatives in Parlement, and pointed out fuch 
Characters, as you ought to choofe, and fuch as you might 
not, confident with  any Juft principle, truft to reprefent 
you.

A n d ,  as a further incentive to a virtuous, free E le & io n ,  
I inferted his M a je f t y ’ s mort gracious Declaration in 
Council,  upon his aufpicious acceifion to the T h r o n e ,  in 
w hich ,  he is pleafed to call for thefu p p ort and afpjlancc o f  
every honefl man> in his arduous fttuation  ; and promifes 
to make it  the buftnefs o f  bis L ife  to promote the glory and 
happinefs o f  thefe Kingdoms, to preferve and strengthen 
the national conflitution, both in Church and Jlate , &rc.

U pon  this never to be forgotten royal aflurance o f  the 
patriot Intentions o f  his M a je fty ,  upon his firft Speech in 
Parlement, and upon his firft Proclamation againft I m 
mortality, Irréligion and Profanenefs, I own I grounded 
the fulled hopes o f  Halcyon days in thefe Kingdoms, and 
confidently exprefled m y hopes, in almoft prophetic 
drains.

 ̂ T h o u g h  I have had the mortification to fee thefe loyal 
Expreflions treated with fome L e v i ty  and contempt ; I 
have not changed m y Sentiments.
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It is true, I am not fo infenfible, as not to feel the 
outrageous effects of  the jealoufy and difcontent which 
rage in England, or o f  the diflatisfa&ions and heart
burnings, for the fate o f  themfelves, their neighbours 
and fellow-fubjects, which prevale all over this Kingdom, 
as well as in more remote parts o f  the Dominions of the 
Crown.

But, íure'. I am, that thefe afford no foundation for me 
or any thinking loyal man, to alter the higheil fentiments, 
conceived of  our Soveregne : he is, not onely in polity, 
but in eflence, incapable of  doing any wrong. A ll  that 
know him muil  with me confefs, that every emotion o f  
his royal Heart is ju ft ,  benevolent, patriot, great and 
good. 1

I f  it be aiked, w hy thefe Complaints and M urm ur rings 
in our J lreets?  W h e n c e  all thofe Jealouiies, Difcontents, 
Diflatisfa&ions and Heartburnings, which cover the face 
o f  the Nations ? T h e  caufes will evidently be found among 
thofe, in both Kingdoms, who have been deaf to the 

.gracious, to the pairiot and pious Calls o f  the Soveregne.
H o w  few of the Counties, Cities or Boroughs o f  either 

Kingdoms can fay, they ele£ted upon Conflitutional Princi
ples, the moil  worthy, the beft qualified and the moft a p 
proved ho ne ft men, to couniil the K in g  and to reprefent 
his faithful people in Parlement !— T h o fe  who have not 
Elected and fent fuch men to ferve them, have no right 
to complain o f  the mifconduft o f  Miniilers, or Parle
ments ; they deferved no better treatment, w ho chofe 
and truiled to knaves, or fent fools o f  their errands, and 
might fuffer without pity, did they fuffer alone. I f  the 
Ele&ors were but feniible and virtuous, they would fend 
wife and honejl men alone, to reprefent them. I f  the 
Miniilers were chofen out o f  men of this charaiter, there 
could be no room to complain o f  their conduct. O r ,  i f  
the M in i i lry  were appointed out o f  any other clafs, 
fuch wife and faithful reprefentatives could not fail ot

retraining
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reftraining them within, or puniihing them, when they 
cxceded, the due bounds o f  their offices.

T h u s ,  in a government conftituted, like ours, o f  the 
excellencies o f  all the beft forms o f  government, o f  
M o n a rc h y ,  limited and direfled by law,  confequently 
without tyranny,  in the K i n g ,  o f  Ariftocracy without 
O l ig a rch y ,  in the Lords, and o f  D em ocracy  without 
A narchy,  in the Com m ons ; nothing but the want of  
fenfe and integrity in the Electors o f  the Comm ons,  or 
the perfidity, or degeneracy o f  the reprefentative o f  the 
people can fuffer an unjuft adminiftration to opprefs the 
fubjefts,  or give any handle for fufpicion, jealoufy or 
difcontent. And fure, at all events, nothing can be 
more unjuft,  than to impute the errors or crimes o f  Sub- 
ftitutes to the principal, when he is fo far from authori- 
fing, that he is generally kept an intire ftranger to them ; 
unlefs when they are properly remonftrated againft by 
fome o f  his faithful and upright Council.

I f  then, the people have not reaped all the exp e f le d  
fruits from the happy profpe&s from his M a j e f t y ’ s graci
ous declaration at his acceffion to the throne ; if  jealoufy 
and difcontent have raifed an evil fpirit in the next K i n g 
dom, and all fenfe o f  liberty in the lower clafs feems 
perverted into licentioufnefs ; i f  the loyal fubjects o f  
the C r o w n  in the colonies, though intituled to all the 
rights and privileges o f  Engliihmen,  appear to be fo op-  
preffed, as to be driven from their loyalty  and allegiance, 
for want o f  the due proteâion and benefit o f  the L a w s  ; 
if  the fundamental principles o f  polity and government be 
b y  many flighted, defpifed and vilified, and a defpotic or 
military government be by numbers prefered to the 
happy fyfttm eftabliíhed ; if  the conftitution o f  Ireland , 
by law equal to that o f  Britain, be in many points 
invaded and broken, and the whole K in gd o m , with it ’ s 
Cities and Boroughs, be ftill expofed to the Calamities, 
I have complained o f  in the firfl: part o f  this t ra & ,  with  
the additional aggravation o f  the weaknefs and meannefs
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[  7 ]

I



of the civil power, and the drength and infolence o f  the 
military ; where is the blame to be layed ?— L e t  men 
afk their own Hearts. L e t ,  thofe who wifli for a gene
ral reformation, and a thorough redoration of the fup- 
prefled ipirit and vigor o f  the civil conditution, begin 
at home, and fee how each has performed his duty in 
his fphere, as a Magiftrate, an Elector or a member o f  
o f  fociety ; and it will,  I dare fay, be confefled, that 
the general want of  judgment, integrity and freedom 
in the Elections o f  Members of  Parlement, in both K in g 
doms, has been the fource o f  all the evils complained of,  
oi all the evils to be dreaded, that a reformation in 
thefe mud effeCt a general reformation and prevent future 
backflidings.

It is a maxim o f  the founded politicians, that the 
conditutions of thefe Kingdoms can never be overthrown 
but by Parlements. T h is  has been exemplified in all the 
neighbouring Nations, ancient and modern. Rome pre- 
ferved her freedom and greatnefs, no longer than the 
Senate and people retained their Virtue and Integrity. 
Spam, France, and Denm ark , were as free as B ritain  or 
Ireland can boad, till their Parlements ceafcd to beappointed 
upontheconditutional principles o f  Virtue and Liberty,  and 
till the Guardians and Reprefentatives became as ignorant, 
as dependent, as venal and corrupt, as their Condituents 
afterwards proved. And thus the perverfion o f  thofe 
very Senates and Parlements, which were appointed to 
preferve, to improve and drengthen the fydem o f  G o v ern 
ment, edablifhed by the common confent o f  the people, 
before the indifution of delegate Councils,  was ever 
wrought by the ignorance or corruption o f  the EleCtors, 
and neceiiarily ended in the diiTolution o f  the edabliih- 
ment, the introduction o f  military force, the prodration 
o f  the civil power,  the total extinction o f  Liberty,  and 
the erection o f  tell defpotifm in it’s place.

1  lieu h his fad recital m ud make us mourn the fate, 
if not of  thofe who were inflaved by their own corruption,

yet
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yet of  their innocent progeny,  w h o  are now galled with 
the painful and ignominious bonds o f  tyranny, and tramp
led upon at the will o f  the tyrant, by military m erce
naries; in common juftice,  we muft confefs, they de- 
ferved their bondage, who thus wrought and rivetted on 
their fetters. And can any nation hope long to efcape 
the like fate, whofe fubje&s have lofled all fen le o f  
v in u e  and honor in the difcharge o f  the feveral duties o f  
their refpeâive  fpheres, particularly in the Election o f  
their Reprefentatives in Parlement ?

Such as the Electors are found, fuch will be the d e f i 
ed. T h o f e  alone w ho have regard enough to the freedom 
and happinefs of  their C ou n try ,  and fenfe, integrity and 
fidelity enough, difintereftedly and freely to ch o o fe  fit and 
proper reprefentatives, bid fair for preserving the C o n -  
ftitution in purity and vigor ; while thofe, w h o  appoint, 
tor they cannot e leQ ,  delegates upon other principles or 
motives, thofe w ho have not Judgement to diftinguiili 
the requifite qualifications, and thole, w ho  are influenced 
by any felfifli, private or fordid Confiderations in their 
appointment o f  Reprefentatives, as much as in them 
lyes, expofe their C o u n try  to all the Calamities, that 
have attended the fallen Nations, I have now mentioned.

W h a t  can be more hateful, more dreadful to a mail 
indued with the flighteft fenfe o f  L iberty  and L o v e  o f  his 
C ou n try ,  then the numberlefs wicked and deftruftive 
Arts, daily praótifed with impunity, yea, with .great 
encouragement, at Ele&ions in thefe Kingdoms ? W h a t  
cringing, what bowing,  what foothing, what fawning, 
w hat flattering, what promifes, w hat  deceipts, what 
bribery, w h a t  corruption, to fay nothing o f  infamous 
compulfion, have w e  not feen, upon all, but efpecially 
the general Ele&ions ? C an  thefe foul means be ufed by 
honeft and undefigning men ? Is it not to be prefumed, 
that he, w h o  can (loop fo low as to play thefe like bafe 
pranks, to fpoil the E le & o r  o f  his Senfe, virtue and 
freedom in his choice, will be as ready to yield up his

own
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own neck, with thofe of his Ele&ors, to the yoke, when 
ever the proper lure is thrown out to the H aw k ? It 
cannot be doubted, that thofe who purchafe or otherwife 
illicitly influence the voices o f  Electors, to obtain feats in 
Parlement, mean but to deal in barter and exchange, 
and bring their own voices to the higheft market.

T h e  {lave trade is carried to a greater extent in thefc 
kingdoms, than between A frica  and America. And 
though it m uil  be every where confefTed, a deteftable 
commerce, and fuch as muft iooner or later bring on 
certain temporal, if not eternal damnation ; it is not in 
any fenie fo culpable, as our domeftic traffic in (laves: 
the poor inofFenfive African  is doomed but to bodily fer- 
vitude, which hurts not his country, and his mind 
remains uncorrupt and free. T h e  B r itijh  and Irijh  
f iave, is left the outward appearance o f  bodily freedom 
onely;  while his nobler part, his mind is corrupted and 
vilified, his fenfe and judgement taken away,  his voice, 
which ihould be freely devoted to the fervice o f  his 
country, is proftituted to it’ s bane ; his portion o f  the 
ineftimable rights and privileges o f  a free man, is fold, 
probably to fuch another flave as himfelf, w h o  waits but 
for a fit price and chapman to fell himfelf, his E le d o r s  
and his country to the firft infamous bidder, and is there
fore the worft kind o f  Have himfelf, as he is the ihameful 
feducer, and differs but in name and magnitude from the 
firfl: inflaved and feduced.

I f  Elections have been thus made in thefe kingdoms, 
it is eafy to determine, who are. anfwerable for the fad 
circumftances, in which  the public is at prefent to be 
viewed.

Am ong the component parts o f  every human ftate, 
there ever was and ever muft be a conteft for power, 
proportioned to the thirft for dominion. T h e  Soveregne 
muft a£t by Minifters. And however exalted his ftation, 
however facred his character, and however incapable o f  
doing any political wrong he may be; fatal experience

has
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has evinced the confiant endeavors o f  miniders to wreft 
all power from the people, to veil  it in the C r o w n  alone, 
to be difpenfed or exercifed at the difcretion o f  it ’ s 
creatures.

In a government like ours, fuch Minii lers can never 
fuccede in their w ori l  proje&s, but through the igno
rance, fupinenefs or corruption o f  the people or their 
representatives in Parlement.

A  parlementary government well  adminiflered, is the 
beil  that human wiidom is capable o f  ; as it confiils c f  an 
happy counterpoife o f  power, between the three ellates, 
o f  K in g ,  Lords and Commons, it bids faired for the 
fecurity o f  the prerogatives, rights and liberties o f  each 
condituent part o f  the commonwealth.

But, if ever the balance o f  power between the edates 
be broke or 1 oiled, this bed becomes, o f  all others, the 
w o r d  form o f  government ; it becomes a tyranny of  the 
w o r d  and m o d  permanent kind ; for, one tyrant is more 
tolerable and generally more eafily fubdued than a 
multitude ; befides it may be lels burdenfome to the 
people. T h u s  the French} K in g  or any other abfolute 
M onarch  may have all his defires gratified at a îefs e x 
pence to the differing fubjefts,  than the limited M onarch,  
who (hares his power and the fpoils o f  the people with a 
nominal Parlement, corrupted with the public treafure, 
and made fubfervient to all the bafed purpofes o f  a 
wicked M inider.  Add to this, that the tyranny o f  a 
Parlement has the fanâion o f  law,  while the tyranny o f  
either o f  the edates can no longer be borne, than it is 
fupported by lawlefs force.

A s  the Com m ons are a proper and fuffcient balance to 
the fir ft and fécond edates,  were it poffible both Ihould 
confpire againd the liberties o f  the people ; the Eleótors 
and the E le& ed  are principally to blame, when any 
incroachment is made unon the rights or liberties o f  the 
f u b je â ,  whenever any M in id e r  o f  the C ro w n  exercifes 
any illicit or injurious power or influence, or even when

the



the people loiTïng the true fenfe and fpirit o f  liberty, 
degenerate into lawlefs confufion and licentioufnefs.
T ^  l^en> our happy fyftems of  government are to be in
jured or overthrown, onely by the ignorance, fupinenefs or 
corruption o f  the third eilate ; or, if  deftru&ive favorites, 
ignorant profligate or cruel judges and magiftrates, or 
infamous abandoned Minifters, the moil deftrudive  
enemies o f  our flates, are to be expelled, retrained 
or pumihed, and the invafions o f  the rights and liberties 
o f  the fubjett obvjated or repelled, and other breaches o f  
the national conftitution repared, onely by the wifdom and 
virtue o f  the people in their choice o f  Reprefentatives, 
can there be a more deteftable wretch conceived than he, 
Who proftitutes his voice at the e k a i o n ,  and thereby 
confpires to overturn the beft o f  civil conftitutions, and to 
intail flavery on his country to generations yet unborn ?

. W h a te v e r  ihallow politicians may think, thefe two 
kingdoms mull  fhnd or fall together. W h i le  the true 
fpirit o f  liberty is cheriihed and exerted in England, not 
onely this kingdom,* but the remoteft parts o f  the domi
nion o f  the crown muit ihare in the general happinefs. 
T h o f e  who are fenfibly touched with the numberlefs in- 
eftimable benefits o f  freedom, can never think o f  making 
it a monopoly, they will liberally -and equally difpenfe it 
to the moil diilant o f  their fellow fubjeas.  T h e y  can
not therefore, fuiFer, much lefs authorife, the flighted 
invafion o f  the rights or liberties o f  their neighbours ; well 
knowing,  there is no contagion more dangerous, than 
that oi flavery, and that i f  the kingdom of Ireland, or 
even the diftant colonies, be inilaved, it is hard to point 
out the quarantine that can keep the infeftion from their 
own coafts. T y ra n n y  has generally commenced in the 
borders, but when it got footing there, it never was 
known to tail to reach the head and heart o f  the ftate.
. T h e r e  can be no doubt, that, when the caufes o f  the 
internal, as well as external jealoufies and difcontents, 
.hat now unhappily rage in England are properly confi-

dered ;
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dered ; they will be removed by the wifdom and virture 
of the Legiilature.  Ihere^ can be neither wifdom or 
juft ice in iuffeiing thole evil fpirits to rife higher, <and 
much lefs in dealing fuch hard rneafures to the Colonies, 
as to alienate their affe&ions and drive them from their 
allegiance, which m u il  ever be done, when the people 
are denied the pioteclion o f  the laws. Continued c p -  
prefïion ever makes wife men mad. And fure, nothing 
but oppreflion could make the poor people o f  America 
one moment forget their true interefl, in their connexion 
w ith ,  dépendance upon, and affedion to, their mother 
country.

T h o u g h  I mu ft be fohcitous for the freedom and hap** 
pinefs of all the Ions o f  men, w ho undoubtedly have an 
ecjual clame to it, with u s ;  I ihould not here mention 
this brave unfortunate people, did I not apprehend this 
kingdom as well as that o f  England, involved in the fate 
o f  the free and loyal fubje&s o f  America.

But,  folicitous as I may be for the fecurity o f  the 
liberties ot that people, I m u i l  be itill more immediately 
anxious for thofe of my native country. And this anxiety, 
I find increafes in proportion, as I apprehend a decay or 
declenfion o f  the genuine conilitutional fpirit o f  liberty in 
a neighbouring country.

I am not however, without hope, that this almoil 
fuppreffed fpirit will rife and be diffufed throughout the 
whole  dominions, fo as to vindicate the honor o f  the 
C r o w n ,  to fecure the rights o f  the f u b je S ,  and to reftore 
the v, hole conftitution to priitine purity, perfection and 
vigor.

In this great w ork,  the fubjefts o f  all parts o f  the 
dominions fhould co-operate. L e t  each begin at home ; 
let each difcharge the duties o f  his refpe&ive fphere, and 
the great and noble work muil  be fpeedily and happily 
effe&'xl.

Such has been the conduQ: o f  our Rulers and Parle
ments', that w e  have more to do in the w o rk  o f  refor

mation,
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mation, than the fubje£ts o f  any other part o f  thefe 
dominions: upon us, though by law intituled to every 
rigrit and privilege of Englifhmen, upon us, the dregs 

. o f  all evil Governors and Governments have been caft. 
lnftead of  Jirengthening and improving our conftitution, 
it has been continually invaded, weakened, injured or 
trampled under foot. T h e  very calling o f  Parlements, 
which  fhould be the comfort and delight o f  the nation, 
has often proved a fcourge, a curfe, and a bane to us. 
T h e  arrival o f  a chief Governor, which fhould bring with 
it health and vigor to the conftitution and jo y  to every 
heart, is often attended with terror and deftru&ion, equal 
if  not fuperior to the vifits o f  the Captain Bafla to the 
unfortunate iflands o f  the Archipelago,  under the O n  
toman yoke.

In ihort, while w e  have every titule, that law, juftice 
and good policy can give, to the freedom and rights of 
Britifh fubje£ts, to peace and happinefs ; we have feldom 
been permitted to know any medium between being 
artfully lulled into a political lethargy, or kept in a con
tinual ftate o f  warfare, wherein, though w e  a£ted but 
upon the defeniîve, we have, for the moil  part, been 
forced to confefs the prowefs o f  the lordly conqueror.

T h o u g h  all your Records carry evidence o f  thefe 
melancholy truths, your own memories may ferve to give 
you further convi&ion of  the evil treatment continually 
given this well-dc fcrying, but ill fated kingdom.— H ow  
few o f  the K i n g ’s Vicegerents have you known, that 
îairly reprefented the Soveregne to his people? H o w  few 
kept their words or fulfilled their private or their public 
promifes or engagements ?

T o  look no further back, have you had one G o v e r 
nor in this regne, that has not declared from the throne, 
that he had nothing to alk but the ufual fupplies ? And 
has there been one o f  them, that has not, befides creating 
or multiplying ufelefs and expenfive places for their 
dependent fycophants and favorites, or granting penfions 
to the worft followers and tools o f  the worft o f  Minifters,

did
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did net demand and obtain a further provifion for pro- 
fufion, in Parjemeiit ?

W h a t  benefits have you received in return ?— I f  at any 
time, any flight favor was conceded or the pitiful indul
gence o f  taxing yourfelves, for the neceflary encourage
ment o f  arts and agriculture ; has it ever been done w ith 
out fuch a fting, as made the gift fo dangerous and de- 
f l r u â i v e ,  that it generally became neceflary to rejeófc the 
pretended boon ?

I  never remember an adminiftration, that opened w ith  
a fairer pro fp eS  o f  freedom, peace and happinefs to this 
kingdom, than the prefent. W e  were  offered from the 
throne a long wiihed-for, a long fought law,  for making 
the judges independent here, as in England. N o th in g  
was defired more than the ufual fupplies. And aflurance 
was given o f  the paffing all fuch laws, as fhould be judged 
neceflary for the good o f  the kingdom.

T h i s  could not fail o f  difpofing every  heart to love, 
gratitude and peace, and moving every member to 
prepare bills for all the neceflary purpofes o f  the 
Hate.

Accordingly  public bills w ere  moved for to the follow*- 
ing number and effeft.

1 .  F o r  limiting the duration o f  Parlements.
2.  F o r  fecuring the freedom o f  the judges.
3 .  F o r  afcertaining and regulating Intrufiion and 

Quarterage.
4. F o r  fecuring the L ib e rty  o f  the S u b j e â .
5. F o r  fecuring the Freedom o f  Parlement by afcer

taining the Qualifications o f  Members.
6. F o r  granting the additional Duties  to his M a je fty  

for the Support o f  the Eftablifhment.
7. F o r  granting the L o a n  Duties.
8. F o r  explaining and amending the L a w s  for the 

better Supplying the C i t y  o f  D u blin  w ith  C o r n  and 
F low er .  f .

9. For
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9. For giving further time to Perfons in Offices to
qualify.

10. F o r  repairing and regulating the Public Roads.
- 1 1 .  For impowering the chief Governor and Council 

to prohibit the Exportation and Diihilation of  Corn, & c .
12. F o r  licenfmg Hawkers and Pedlars and encourage

ment o f  Engliih Proteilant Schools.
13. For the better collecting the Revenue.
14. For the encouragement of  T i l l a g e  by the Carriage 

o f  Corn coaft ways.
15 .  For continuing and amending temporary Statutes.
1 6. For the better prefervation o f  Corn.
17 .  For the Kilaloe Navigation.
18. F o r  directing the ufe of  ^ 70 0 0  granted to the 

Z)tt3//«*fociety.
19. For amending the A i l  of the thirty firfl o f  the 

late K in g ,  for making wide and convenient paifages to 
the C ail le ,  & c .

20. For Tithes.
21 .  For preventing Frauds and Abufes in the Prepa

ration, Sale and Adminiilration o f  Drugs and Medicines, 
and for the better Regulation o f  the Pradices  o f  Phyfic  
and Chirurgery in this Kingdom.

22. F o r  the Amendment o f  the L a w .
23. For Amending the A 61 o f  the fixth o f  his M aje f ly  

for the Relie f  o f  Infolvent Debtors.
24. For Amending the A6t for C o u n ty  Infirmaries.
25. For the Relief  of  Debtors with refpeft to the 

Imprifonment of  their perfons.
26. For the real Union and Divifion o f  Parifhes.
27. F o r  encouraging the Importation o f  T im b e r ,  

L u m b er,  Iron, & c .  from the Colonies in America.
28. For regulating the Ele&ions o f  Members of  Par

lement and for preventing bribery and corruption in 
Ele&ions.

29. For inabling Grand Juries by prefentment to dif
charge the Rents o f  Court  Houfes, Goals , & c .

30. F o r  inabling the Merchants to build an Exchange
in D ublin. 3 1 .  For
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3 1 .  F o r  regulating the M ark et  o f  Sm ith-fold, and 
preventing frauds and abufes therein.

32. F o r  preventing the inconveniences that m ay arife 
from the privilege o f  parlement.

33. For explaning and amending an a61 for prevent
ing the diforders which may attend the marching o f  Sol
diers and for the better providing carriages for the baggage 
o f  the army.

34. F o r  continuing and amending the a£ts o f  the fourth 
o f  K in g  George the firfl and o f  the twenty firft o f  George 
the fécond, for verting the lands on w hich barracks are 
built, & c .  in the crown, & c .

35.  For the preiervation o f  woods, and timber 
Trees.

36. For granting a bounty on the land carriage o f  
corn to Cork.

37. F o r  eilabliihing a militia for the defence o f  the 
kingdom.

38. F o r  vacating the feats o f  fuch M em bers  o f  the 
Houfe of  Com m ons as fhall accept places or penfions.

3 9 .  F o r  the prefervation o f  oak trees.
40. F o r  afcertaining the fize o f  glafs bottles.
4 1 .  For paving, inlightening and cleanfing the flreets 

c f  Dublin.
42. For repeling the a£l o f  Henry V I I ,  by  which  all 

Judges are to hold their commiflions and appointments 
during pleafure.

43. F o r  regulating buildings within the C i t y  o f  
D u blin .

44.  F o r  preventing tumultuous rifings.
45. F o r  the incouragement o f  the carriage o f  corn 

coaftways, to Cork,  Limerick and Galway.
46. F o r  the relief o f  Infolvent Debtors.

9

Befides feveral turnpike and private bills.
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T h e  1 , 6 ,  7 , 8 , 9 ,  12,  13,  14, 15,  16 ,  1 7 ,  18, 19, 20, 
2 3 ,2 4 ,  25, 26, 29, 30, 33, 34,  35,  were pafled into laws. 
T h e  2, 3 ,  4, 5, 10, 1 1 ,  2 1 ,  22, 2 7 ,  28, 3 1 ,  32,  3 6 ,  
were prepared and prefented to the houfe, paffed and fent 
to government ; but the houfe was prevented proceding 
upon the 3 7 ,  38, 39, 40, 4 1 ,  42, which were prefented, 
and upon the 43 ,  44, 45,  46, though leave was given to 
bring them in, by the feveral prerogative adjournments 
mentioned.

T h u s ,  you fee the number o f  public bills fent to govern
ment to be tranfmitted to the king, but never returned to 
the houfe, and the number obilru&ed in their paflage. 
But we are well informed, that the qualification bill, 
N o.  5, rejeóting the exception in favor o f  the member» 
o f  Dublin, for obvious caufes, was afliduoufly tranfmitted, 
but reje&ed on the otherfide of  the water.

Y o u  will afk, what became of  the judges’ bill ?---- -
L e t  me firft inform you, that this was, by the di&ates o f  
the miniilry, framed in the exprefs words o f  the Englifh 
law, which enacts that the judges fhali hold their places 
and appointments during gGod behaviour ; but provides, 
that they may be removed upon the addrefs of both houfes 
of parlement. And thus modelled by the miniitry, we 
were pofitively affured of it’s fuccefs. W h a t  was the
event ? ------ It was returned with fuch alterations,.as no
Irifhman could accept. And, to the honor o f  Ireland, 
be it fpoken, there was not one Jriihman, that did not 
.vote for reje&ing it.

I he alterations, falfely called amendments, were thefe ; 
I.  T h e  addrefs of both houfes was to be certified, as bills 
are, at the difcretion o f  the chief governor and council. So 
that the moil fevere, or corrupt prerogative judge might 
be fecuvely proteded in his ill-gotten place, and worfe 
praótices, by the council, regardlefs o f  the addrefs o f  both 
houfes of parlement. And, 2. the moil juil and righte
ous judge might be removed, by the addrefs o f  the lords 
and commons of England, who could hardly be fuppofed

to
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to have proper evidence o f  the chara£terorcondu& o f  any 
judge in this kingdom.

T h i s  altered bill, you fee, would have left áhe judges 
and the nation in a worfe (late, than they were in before ; 
and therefore it was reje&ed by the unanimous voice o f  
all the Iriih members in the houfe, there being but one 
negative, which was not that o f  a native, in the houfe. —  
T h u s  are minirterical offers and promifes fulfilled, in 
our days ?

T h e  bill for authorifing government to forbid the ex
portation and deftillation of corn, and to indemnify thofe 
w h o  took upon them to lay an embargo upon fuch e x 
portation, without the authority o f  law, or even the con- 
lent o f  parlement,, while it was fitting, to fliew that that 
illicit power o f  laying on embargoes, was flill to be exerted 
at difcretion, met the like fate. T h e  claufe o f  indemni
ty was dropped, and the executive power o f  the crown, 
which by law is veiled in the chief  governor and council 
here, was (hared with, or in effe£t, transferred to the king 
and council o f  England ; w ho,  though abfolute Grangers 
to the ftate and condition o f  this kingdom, under 
that bill, had it pafled into a law ,  upon the iniligation o f  
any artful, defigning miniiler,  might flop all exportations 
from this kingdom, in times o f  the utmoft plenty, and fo 
flop the operation of a law for incouraging tillage, by 
giving a bounty upon the exportation o f  corn, when 
it falls to a certain price. T h o u g h  a law to this injuri
ous effeft was pafled in che preceding feflion, with little 
more than m y  feeble oppofition, there was virtue enough 
to rejeót it m this.

T h e  militia bill was forced to give way to the projeft 
o f  an augmentation o f  the military, it was therefore, with 
many other important bills purpofely precluded by the 
prerogative adjournments, before mentioned. A n d  it is
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now evident, the commons o f  Ireland were not o f  weight 
enough to get the bills for fecuring the freedom of the 
fubje£t, by inforcing the granting the writ o f  Habeas 
Corpus ; for regulating and repairing the high roads ; for 
regulating the ele&ions o f  members o f  parlement, and 
preventing frauds, bribery and corruption in élevions ; 
for fecuring the freedom o f  parlement, by afcertaining 
the qualifications of members; for the preventing frauds 
and abufes ‘in the preparing, vending and adminiftring 
drugs and medicines, and for regulating the pra&ice o f  
phyfic and chirurgery;  for limitting and afcertaining the 
contributions in cities and towns corporate, called intrufi- 
on and quarterage, fo that papifts and foregners ihould 
not be opprelTed, on the one hand, or be fuffered to ftand 
upon better footing than the freemen, on the other, or a 
bill for preventing impolitions and abufes, with refpe£t to 
the feller and the buyer, in Smithfield-market, &c.

But, I ihall be a-nfwered by fome, have we not obtain
ed the long wilhed-for and long fought law for limiting the 
duration o f  parlements ? Does not this compenfate for 
the lofs o f  all others ? Are  we not highly obliged to go
vernment for fo happy and effeifual a ftrength and fecuri- 
ty to our conilitution in church and ftate ? And was it 
not a great condefcenfion in his majefty to grant us this 
great law ?

N o  man can be more fenfible o f  the bleffings o f  that 
eonftitutional law than I am, as you may judge by the in
defatigable pains and labor, I have been at, in introducing 
it every feflion, lince I was honored with a feat in parle
ment, agreeable to my propofal and prom'rfe before my 
ele&fon, and ufirig every means to fupport and to pro
mote it, fince.

I once thought my felf, with the public, obliged to go* 
vernment for promoting and paííing this moil falutary 
law. I omitted no opportunity, public or private, o f  ex- 
preiling my gratitude to the king and to his councils and
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vicegerent for it, till I was better informed. Bu t,  I never 
did nor ever can look upon it as any condefcenfion in his 
majefty to give ihe royal aflent to fuch a law : For, the 
condefcenfion w as certainly on the fide o f  the people, or 
their reprefentatives, who in that lawf  gave up their un- 
queftionable title to annua!, for oflennial parlements ; the 
laws o f  I 'dward IIÍ,  for annual parlements having never 
been repeled or altered.

How ever, I fincerely blefs G o d ’s Providence, and con
gratulate you,  that we have obtained the law, as it is, in 
any manner, or almoft upon any terms ; though I am now 
pcrfe&Jy perfuaded, that the miniftry would never have 
returned it, had they but fufpeiled, it might poiïibly pafs, 
with ihe extraordinary alterations, which they made 
in it. ’ <.

T h i s ,  doubtlefs, founds paradoxical in the ears o f  fomea 
and therefore requires explanation: Y o u  al l  know' the 
numberlefs difficulties, which this bill encountered in it ’ s 
pafiage through the feveral branches o f  the legifla- 
iure. . r

The*greafeft obftacles were raifed, w'here the bill took 
it’ s rife, in the houfe o f  commons : For,  it is well known, 
that after it w'aded, with difficulties almoft infuperable» 
through that houfe ; it w'as openly, or fecreily oppofed in 
every othe* part of i t ’s progrefs, even by fome o f  thofe, 
w h o  would be thought to have given it their utmoft 
countenance andfan&ion before.

It is not then to be wondered, that this bill mifcarried 
in three fucceflrve felfions. T h e  wonder is, how it came 
to pals in the form in which it now appears, or indeed in 
any other.

Y o u  have probably fome where heared o f  a Cardinal o f  
R o m e ,  who had fo far incenfed a certain malicious prieft, 
as to make him refolve to feife the firft opportunity of  
raking his vengeance upon that obje<5t o f  his referit- 
ment.
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T h e  firfl time, he found eafy accefs to the cardinal 

was when a number o f  ecclefiaftics and others crowded 
into his palace,upon a report of his being in imminent dan
ger of death, though perhaps unknown to this fan&ified 
ruffian. .

T h e  affaflin, in the unfufpe&ed garb of  holinefs, mixing 
w ith  the crowd, entered the room, where the cardinal 
given over, and feemingly expiring, fat in a great chair, 
almoft fuffocated wiih an abcefs in his cheft.

T h e  bloody prteft approached, under the mafk of  fanc- 
thy and friendihip ; and, when he found all other eyes 
diverted from the objeá: o f  his implacable wrath, he 
aimed the Jiileto, conceled in his ileeve, at the cardinal’ s 
heart, glutting his revenge with malicious hopes, that his 
enemy fhould get the death wound by his hand

But. mark the marvellous, unexpefted effe& ! T h e  
bloody-minded prieit had hardly time to mix unobferved 
with the throng, when the ftabbed cardinal began to 
breath and fpeak, and at length to recover : For ihe in
tended aflafTin did more for his eminency’s recovery, than 
could then be done by all the fons o f  Æfculapius in the city ; 
he  opened the abcefs, difcharged the matter, and the cardi
nal,  inftead o f  inftant, intended death, recovered his life by 
the wound.— H ow  far his eminency was obliged to this un
intended and unexpe&ed author o f  his health, I leave you 
to judge, and how  far this tale may be applicable to the 
prefent cafe.

T h e  popular voice alone, which mufl ever have due 
weight  in parlement, procured the pafllng the limitation 
bill here and the tranfmiilion o f  it to England, according 
to that rnoft infamous, unjuft and anticonftitutional law, 
called after it’s deteftable inventor, Poynings’s.

N o  man could be found hardy enough to oppofe every 
fcheme o f  limitation of  the duration o f  parlements ; but the 
plan propofed, which was pretty much that o f  the limita
tion bill in England, was oppofed by many, in all the vari

ous



ous ways, that craft and fubtilty could devife. A t  one 
time, it was endeavored to clog it with a qualification 
bill and a place bill. T h a t  failing, I took care after
wards to bring in thofe bills feparately. T h e n  the term 
o f  feven years was obje£led to. Some pretended, it was 
too long, w ho fecretly lamented, they could not make it 
the length o f  their lives. T h e f e  would be thought to con
tend for biennial or annual parlements, knowing fuch de
mands were popular, though not to be obtained. O thers  
propofed an equal number o f  years, with a longer term, 
and an immediate diiTolution to the prefent parlement* 
rather than their continuance for feven years longer.

N o  man could be fufpeded fincere in this attempt. F e w ,  
very few could bear the thoughts o f  a fudden diflbhition, 
and any term beyond feven years, which is the ordinary 
calculation for the length o f  a man’ s life, one man taken 
with an other, was deemed nugatory.

However,  the tew true friends o f  the bill fo far fell in 
with thofe w ho threw out thofe amendments, as obftacles, 
that they declared, i f  the bill fhould be returned, even 
with thofe alterations, they would accept o f  it.

A fter  fome fmall altercations, the bill pafTed, was fenfc 
to government and tranfmitted, in nearly the fame words 
o f  the Englifh limitation bill. T h e  preamble is in the 
words following :

“  W H E R E A S  by the ancient laws and ftatutes o f  this 
kingdom new parlements ought to be frequently called and 
held ; And whereas long parlements m ay  create doubts, 
miftrufts and jealoufies in the minds o f  the fubje£ts, and 
may indanger the conflitution. After  which it was in- 
a£ted, that the parlement íhould be feptennial, that the 
then parlement fhould be diiTolved the twenty-fourth 
o f  June, 17 6 4 .”

In thefe words, it was tranfmitted to England. But 
there it lay unattended and almoft unobforved through
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fundry changes and revolutions o f  the late lunar or rather 
femilunar miniitries of  that kingdom.

At one time, we were affured, it would be returned in 
xf;he identical form and words, in which it was tranfmitted; 

at an other, it was to yield to the fecret machinations and 
applications made agaiuft it, from this, and we were to 
hear no more of it.

T h e  people grew impatient and urged their reprefenta- 
tives to exert all their power and influence to promote the 
return o f  the bill. M a n y  of  thofe applied to, though 
they had fecretly and earneftly folicited the rejection o f  
the bill, threw the cdium o f  all the obftacles, delays and 
dreaded denial, upon the Britiih miniilry.

Thefe very honorable men, who found they were no 
favorites ot the people at home, did not choofe to lye 
under more obloquy ; they indeed, dreaded a bill for limit
ing the duration o f  parlements ; but they did not choofe 
to bear the foie blame o f  reje&ing it, even in a country, 
which rarely ever ihared any mark o f  their favor or 
regard. ■ ‘ .

It was judged fit then, to throw back the odium upon 
thofe who clajideftinely oppofed the bill, while they pre
tended to the people to be anxious for obtaining and paf- 
f ingit .  T o  return it in a form, that might be judged 
conftitutional and likely to pafs here, was reckoned a dan
gerous experiment. A  fubtil expedient was therefore 
divifed, to make the very houfe that pafTed, rejeft the 
bill.

H o w  was this to be effeSed ? ------ A s  altering bills
pafTed by either houfe o f  parlement, is in general as hate
ful,  as it is confefiedly anticonftitutional ; it was confident
ly afTured, that if the bill were eiTentially altered, it would 
afford the commons the very handle, which many defired,’ 
to rejeót the altered bill, upon it’ s return.

1  o fecure this aflured reje&ion, not a paragraph o f  the 
preamble or ina&ing claufes was left unchanged : T h e  
aflertion of the right, neceffity and advantage of frequent 
new parlements, fo eiTentially neceffary, was reje&ed with

equal
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equal contempt and artifice, and the following recital, 
which is hardly fenfe or Engltjh foifted in it’s place :

Whereas,  a limitation o f  the duration o f  parlements 
may tend to ftrengthen the harmony and good agreement 
fubfifting between his Majefty and his People of Ireland, 
«and may be produ&ive o f  other good effe&s to his M a -  
jefty’ s Subjeóts there.”

But this was not all. T h e  fevèral inafting claufes were 
alfo changed, the limitation was made oficnnial, inftead 
o f  feptennial, and the diflolution o f  the then parlement 
was fixed for the twenty fourth o f  June, Inftant.

T h u s ,  in full afliirance o f  it’ s being reje&ed here, was 
the Bill returned, with not a fingle paragraph o f  the 
original landing,  but the titule. Such was the grace and 
condefcenilon o f  the B n tiflj miniftry !

T h e  alterations o f  bills, out o f  parlement, m ai l  ever 
be looked upon as a ftab, a fatal wound to the conftitu- 
tion, a badge o f  fiavery, hardly to be borne, by men 
o f  the fmalleft fenfe o f  liberty and right.

A s  fuch, no doubt, it was expected, the alteration o f  
this bill would be taken. W h a t  was to be done under 
the dreadful alternative ? the Conftitution given up to per
petual parlements, or fatally wounded in a long waged 
conflict, to obtain a limitation ?

T h e  few real friends to the limitation judged this, the 
lefs, o f  the two evils, and therefore chofe it. But, how 
to get the reft o f  the houfe to agree with them, when 

» fo good an handle was given for rejecting the Bil l,  was 
not readily conceived.

T h e  firft expedient determined upon, was to overlook 
all alterations, and to propofe addrelTes o f  thanks, firft 
to the King,  and then to the C h i e f  G overnor,  for the re
turn o f  the long wifhed for, though now metamorphofed 
b,ill.

Addrefies o f  thanks are generally fo cheap, that they 
are never refilled, efpecially to power, and by thofe who 
have any thing to aik or any thing to fear. Such addrefles 
were therefore moved and unanimoufly agreed to and 
prefented in form. Soon
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Soon after, the bill fell under confederation. And as 

it would be very inconfiftent with parlementary dignity 
to prefent an addrefs of  thanks for a favor from the throne 
and afterwards reje£l the boon ; and as the people dread
ing nothing more than another long parlement, became 
importunate for a limitation, and would fubmit to any 
limitation and upon nny terms, rather than have none ; 
it was judged proper to accept the bill, with all it ’ s im
perfections about it, and ic  pafs it into a law. ^nd now, 
that we have got fuch a law, though it is not eafy to point 
out the power, on earth, to be thanked for it ; I hope 
you will keep and preferve it, as the apple of  your eye, 
the Palladium of your liberties !

Y o u  m ud now fee the inceflant and unwearied attempts 
o f  defigning men to invade the facred liberties and rights 
o f  the fubje&s o f  thefe kingdoms, at home and abroad. 
Y o u  fee the public virtues appear to bear no proportion 
to the power, craft and afliduity exercifed againft the 
people, univerfally. Y o u  fee England, where the laws 
may yet be prefumed to retain their greateft vigor, is not 
happy. Y o u  fee fome o f  her beft fons difcontented and 
wretched. Y o u  fee America drove to defperation and 
diftra&ion— N o  fenfible man can think the liberties of 
this kingdom or thofe o f  Britain  fecure, while any 
colony or even a Tingle fubjeâ labors under the oppreffor’s 
wrongs, the law’s delay, or even the infolence o f  office, 
unlefs the offender is brought to condign puniíhment and 
full reparation is made to the injured.

N o  time or circumftance ihould give fanôion to any 
degree of  oppreflion— tyranny muil be hateful from every 
quarter; but it is the moit deftruftive and dangerous, 
when it comes fan6tified under the form o f  Law.

As yet ,  I have confidence enough in the parlement and 
people o f  England, to hope, that they will ufe all juft 
and conftitutional means to wipe üway the tears of  their 
iuffering fellow fubjeâs, and remove the caufes of their 
prel'ent univerfal murmurings.



Bu t,  i f  it were poiïible, that fuch a degree o f  degene
racy fhould fo far prevale there, as to exclude all grounds 
o f  iuch confidence and hope ; it will be our turn to 
ftretch forth a faving hand to them, as they, upon former 
Qccafions did to us, and by example and precept endea
vor to turn them from their evil ways, that iniquity and 
flavery may not bring on their ruin.

L e t  us not be intimidated in oppofing the bafe attacks 
o f  fuch daring invaders, as prcfume to proftitute the 
facred name o f  Majefty to give fanciion to the fouled and 
bafeit meafures o f  a corrupt and perfidious minjftry.

B u t ,  let not our fpirit o f  liberty degenerate into licen- 
tioufnefs I L e t  our eyes be ever intent upon the laws, and 
our hearts fixed upon the conftitution Í And let the world 
fee, we dare preferve the freedom and rights, purchafed 
for us by the pretious blood o f  our anceilors, and deter
mine to hand them down intire to lateft pofterity.

T h e r e  is a way to effect this invaluable good, which is 
fimple and eaiy, as efficacious : It is but exerting your 
wifdom and virtue in the choice of  members to reprefent 
you in the next parlement.

W h e n  you remember what you have lolled by the 
ignorance, fupinenefs or corruption o f  former parlements; 
when you recollect the numberlefs incroachments made 
and daily attempted to be made upon your national con- 
ftitution ; when you look upon the treatment offered you 
by the prefent adminiftration ; when you confider what 
you have yet to lofe, and confider there is not any other 
means under Heaven left o f  recovering what you have 
lolled, o f  healing the breaches made in the conftitution 
or  obviating further incroachments and abufes to be made 
or attempted, but the wifdom and integrity o f  your re- 
prefentatives in parlement j it can not be one moment 
doubted that you will exert your utmoft means to return 
fuch, as a patriot king and loyal people may rely on, for 
good fenfe, probity and fortitude, to preferve the jufl: 
prerogatives, the honor and dignity o f  the C ro w n ,  with 
the rights and privileges of  the Cubjed, inviolable, in

fpight
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fpight to the moil fubtil wiles and artifices o f  falfe, flat
tering, infinuating favorites, and wicked, crafty mini- 
fters.

I am forry to find myfelf under the neceffity o f  charg
ing fome deep and dangerous defigns upon fome late 
ndminiftrations in England, by which thofe o f  Ireland 
never fail o f  being infeâed.

( T o  fay nothing of  their depriving us, by force, o f  
almoil every branch o f  trade* have they not made all 
parts of  our eilabliihment as expenfive and burthenfome 
as poffible ? W h a t  enormous penfions have they impofed 
upon us for Grangers, aliens and proftitutes, drawn out of  
facred funds, appropriated to national purpofes? W h a t  
care and folicitude has there been fhewn for many years 
pafled, to make our Military eftablHhment as expenfive 
and burdenfome, as ineffe&ual to the defence o f  this 
kingdom ? Has not the proportion o f  officers, to private 
men, been kept more than double here, what it has been 
in England ?  A t  the revolution, had they not care enough 
o f  the public liberties to oblige the K in g  never to keep 
an army o f  more than twelve thoufand in this kingdom ? 
And did they not lately repele this facred law, abfolve 
the King  from this folemn engagement, with an intent to 
increafe the military expence, but not it ’s ftrength in this 
kingdom, while they judged it expedient to reduce the 
armies o f  England ?  And has not our C h ie f  Governor 
been induced to fend a requifition, by way o f  meíTa<íe to 
the late Houfe of  Commons to this effeft, and that in the 
very words o f  the Englijh a â  o f  parlement ; while the 
Commons were laying the grievous mifconduâ of  the 
army before the throne and begging for thé  neceflary 
reformation and redu&ion o f  expence?

Thanks to the fenfe and virtue o f  that Houfe o f  C o m 
mons, and to the impending difTolution and hopes o f  
re-election f this miniilerial projeft met it’ s deferved fate, 
in fpight to the numberlefs artful means ufed to carry it 
into execution. T h e f e  have by fundry hands been fuf- 
ficientiy expoled, and by none, with common fenfe and 

****** truth,
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truth, attempted to be defended. Indeed, they are 
Sufficiently expofed by the mimftry themfelves, in the 
rewards held out, promifed or a&ual ly granted to it’ s 
abettors, and by the threats and punifhments, uttered or 
given to fuch dependents, as had the fenfe and virtue to 
oppofe the deftru&ive meafure. H o w  audacious, how 
deftructive, how wicked, how abominable it is, to 
hold out rewards and punifhments tó influence the conduct 
o f  members of parlement, the fimpleft hone ft man m ay 
judge : Y e t  luch are avowedly the meafures o f  the days 
we live in. it is yours, m y  worthy friends, to guard 
againft the horrid abufe, by prudence and proper cautions 
in your choice.

T h e r e  never was a time, in which you were more 
loudly called upon to exert your utmofl judgment,  free
dom and fortitude in your elections, than this. Every 
baie and wicked attempt has been made upon the rights 
and liberties of  the fu b jeâ ,  univerially ; every infult and 
contempt thrown upon the national conftitiition, every 
vile deceipt and fordid craft pra&ifed to fubvert ihat vir
tue, freedom and independence o f  members o f  parle
ment, which are our onely fecurity from tyranny and 
ilavery.

W h o  (hall fave the nations from impending ruin ? 
T h i s  now, folely depends upon the E l e â o r s  o f  M em bers  
o f  parlement.— Therefore  as you tender the wifeft, the 
freeft, the happieft o f  civil conftitutions, purchafed at 
the expence o f  deluges o f  the belt blood of  your patriot 
anceftors, as you prize the fecurity o f  the lives, liberties 
and properties o f  your neighbours and fellow fubjeds, o f  
yourfelves and pofterity ; as you regard the glorious revo
lution and it ’ s happy confequences, o f  which the Hanover 
fucceffion is not the left,; as you tender the honor and 
dignity of  the crown and the general freedom and happi- 
nefs o f  the people ; in a word, as you love your Kin*  
and country, ihake o f f  the received or offered lhackles 
upon your judgment, come they gilded from what 
quarter they may. Roude your manly virtues. Call  them

forth
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forth into life and a&ion. L e t  the world fee, your wife 
and patriot determinations, to aflfert the rights and liber
ties o f  the fubje£t, to vindicate and fupport the conftitu- 
tion, to revive the glory of  your anceftors, to refcue the 
authority and power, the honor and dignity o f  the 
crown from fuch treacherous favorites and wicked mini- 
fters, as dare to abufe them, or to proftitute them to pur- 
pofes, the reverfe of  thofe o f  the inftitution, and to fupport 
and uphold them, where alone the conftitution has wifely 
placed them.

A re  thefe things juft and neceflary ? A re  they praife- 
worthy ? Are  they defirable ?— W h o  can deny it ?— T h e  
very exigence o f  your frame o f  government, depends 
upon effe&ing thefe good things. And thefe now depend 
upon the wifdom, judgment, integrity and freedom o f  
the Electors of Members o f  parlement, at the impend
ing general eleâion.

W h e n  you refle& upon the injuries, you have received, 
thofe offered and thofe daily threatened ; you can not 
think your circumftances wilt admit of a moment’ s delay 
o f  the neceflary exertion o f  your patriot virtues T h e  
Evils you have felt give ample room to dread more^ 
“W h a t  are the means o f  remedying the infli£led, or obvi
ating impending evi ls?------ T h e  wifdom, independence,
freedom and fortitude o f  the Houfe o f  Commons,  and 
thefe can onely be hoped from fources of  the fame qua
lities and virtues in the Ele&ors.

But were it pofiible, you fhould be infenfible o f  the 
manifold wounds and bruifes aftually given the political 
conftitution, or regardlefs o f  the reftoration of your 
rights, which are not to be fufpefíed, a defire o f  preferv- 
mg the remnant o f  liberty left you, muft infpire and ani
mate the moft infenfible bread.

Suppofe then, that after you had, fince the revolution, 
conftantly payed and provided for an army o f  twelve thou- 
fand effective men, for the defence o f  your country, you 
fhould appear to have been generally robbed of  above one 
half  o f  your defence ; and that, when the old militia

laws



laws had expired and a reinftitution o f  the militia, the 
natural ftrength and true internal defence o f  every free 
ilate, was univerially defired and moved in parlement ; 
fuppofe that, when a revival o f  militia laws were denied, 
by precluding them the conilderation o f  parlement, by 
prerogative adjournments, thofe who, for years paffed, 
avowedly robbed you o f  the military defence provided 
and paid by you, fhould after confeffing the f a â ,  refufing 
the dell red neceilary reformation o f  the military, and 
after denying you militia laws, znd  that in the worft, the 
m oil  contemptuous and anticonfliiuticnal manner;  fup
pofe, I fay, that under thefe aggravating circumilances, 
and when the powerful reftraint o f  an Englijb  a<3 o f  
parlement, wifely laid upon the crown, from raifing or» 
keeping a greater military force than twelve thoufand, fo 
rear England,, as in this kingdom, was taken off, and the 
Englijb thought it neceflary to reduce their arm y at home, 
a requifition, in the terms o f  a forcgne law, ihould be 
made, to augment the number and expence, but not the 
real flrength of  the military eftablifhment in this king
dom, wirhout an a t l  o f  parlement tor the well governing 
and regulating this great army, or the flighted aflurance 
of keeping the ftipulated and promifed twelve thoufand 
men within the kingdom ; fuppofe fuch an injurious and 
dangerous meafure propofed and fupported by  minifterial 
craft,  fubtilty, influence and power ; how  may the fatal 
itroke be parried or evaded ?— By you and by you onely, 
and that onely by  wifdom, circumfpe6tion and freedom 
in your choice o i your Members  in parlement.

W o u ld  it not therefore become you to make this one o f  
your teils in the ele£tion o f  your Reprefentatives ? fhould 
a man w ho did or would again propofe, vote for, or 
countenance fuch a meafure, be again trufted with a feat 
in parlement; unlefs he appeared free from all finifter 
influence, convinced o f  his error, truly penitent for his 
tranlgreiling, and ready to give all poflible aflurance of  
his future more prudent and faithful conduót ?

But
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But there is a matter o f  flill greater moment, which 

you obtained with pain and difficulty, by the favor o f  
providence upon your long perfevering virtues, and the 
fidelity and zele o f  a few o f  your late reprefentatives. 
•*-— I m u d  fuppofe you all perfe£tly fenfible o f  the inef- 
timable benefits and importance o f  the law for limiting 
the duration o f  parlements. Y o u  know how hardly, 
perhaps accidentally, it was obtained. But perhaps, you 
know not h ow  eafily it may be loffed.

L e t  me be your remembrancer ! and do you grow 
wife by the dear bought experience o f  your neighbours. 
—  - - By  the primitive inftitution, parlements were to 
meet ordinarily three times in the year, at the great 
Feafts o f  Chrijlmas, Eafier and W bitfuntide. T h is  was 
religioufly obferved in all the conftitutional regnes. But 
w a s  fometimes interrupted by tyrannical kings and 
wicked minifters.

In the earlier ages however, parlements were generally 
called at left once in every year. In the regne o f  the 
wife and juft king, Edward I, it appears, they were 
held twice a year, and we find, that that righteous 
prince,^rather than prorogue his parlement, agreeable to 
modern cuftom, or protraft it’ s duration or fitting, beyond 
due bounds, chofe rather to difTolve it, though it had 
not finiihed the necefl'ary bufinefs, and though he was 
under the neceflity o f  calling another, in a ihort time, 
after.

So tenacious were the people o f  this efiential principle 
o f  their polity, that the protraâing the duration, or the 
feflions of parlements, beyond the accuftomed limitation, 
abfenting himfelf from them, corrupting and otherwife 
abufing them, were among the principal caufes of bringing 
that cruel, wicked tyrant Richard II, to his tragical end.

From  the earlieft records o f  parlements, down to the 
tyrannical regne of Henry V I I I ,  not onely from the 
written records, but from the printed ftatutes, and even 
the writs of  fummons, the frequency o f  ele£tions or the 
calling o f  new parlements, molt evidently demonftrate

the



the attention lo this fundamental point, all by a long and 
almoft uninterrupted ufage. *

Jr muff however be confcfled, that feveral weak and 
wicked prirces, afpiring at arbitrary power, attempted 
to rule without parlements. But the perfidious attempts 
generally ended in the ruin o f  the tyrants and their 
minions.

T o  obviate thefe evils, by thejuft laws o f  the fourth, 
fiveth and thirty fiçth o f  that wife and patriot king, 
Edw ard  I l f ,  it was ena&ed, that fo r  redrefs o f  divers 
mifchiefs and grievances, which aaily happen, a parlement 
fhall be holden every year, or oftener i f  need be.—  — 
T h e f e  laws remaned in full force in England, until parle
ments were made triennial, in the regnes o f  Charles I 
and W illiam  J11, and feptennialin that o f  George I,

'I he reafons and necefTity o f  fecuring to the people 
their fundamental right to frequent and free elections, ap
pear very obvious upon the llighteft consideration : for, 
as the body ot the people, now no more meet in the ag 
gregate ilate, as originally, before they committed Ihe  
public concerns to the care of parlements, and can onely 
a 61 by reprefentation ; as they are liable to errors and 
miftakes in their choice of representatives ; and as the 
chofen reprefentatives, as men, mil ft be f u b je â  to various 
infirmities, that may utterly incapacitate them, or, 
which is ftill worfe, as they are liable to be allured into 
a fervile dependence on the crown or on the lords, utterly 

✓incompatible with the office, duty and necefTary freedoin 
and independence o f  reprelentatives ; nothing could be 
more juft, or more neceflary to the freedom and fecurity 
o f  the people, than the giving them frequent opportuni
ties of correi l ing and amending their choice,  and there
by obviating the many dangers, to which they m u d  be 
expofed, by the want o f  judgement, integrity, freedom 
or independence in their reprefentatives.

O f  all the weak and wicked princes, with which En
gland has been curfed, none Ihewed a greater averfion to

C  par-
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Parlements, or more folicitoufly labored to rule with
out them, than the whole race o f  the Stuarlf.

T h e  unfortunate Charles I. fet parlements afidc for 
twelve years, regardlefs o f  the laws and ftatutes, by 
which he reduced hirnfclf to thofe Areights, from which 
lie never was able to extricate himfelf, before he brought 
on his own untimely fate, and the fubveriion of  the poll: 
ticai conilitution. Tn fome o f  thofe difficulties, in the 
iixtecnth year of  his regne, he was forced to pafs an a& 

fo r  preventing the inconveniences happening by Jon* inter- 
truffions o f  parlement.— B y  this, the parlement was made 
triennial. And if the King  failed of  calling, the Chan
cellor might ifliie writs to fummon, a new parlement, 
and fuch parlement was not to be diffolved for fivety days, 
wirhout their own co n fen t.

T h is  invafion o f  the regal prerogative was foon at
tended with another, which was an a<5t that the parlement 
ihould not be diflolved, prorogued or adjourned, without 
their own confent or a<$. It is well known, that the 
parlement, who thus protraâed or perpetuated their own 
duration, regardlefs of  the fundamental laws and flatutes 
o f  the realm and o f  the rights o f  the people, never 
flopped till they brought the wretched K in g  to a tragical 
end, and overturned the whole national conilitution in' 
church and ilate.

In the ilxteenth year o f  the regne o f  Charles II, the 
f h t u t e o f  the fixteenth o f  his father was repeled, as de
rogatory to the regal prerogative and tending to many 
dangerous coniequences. But, pliant as this parlement 
was, it judged it neceffary at the fame time to declare 
and ina<5t, that bccaufe, by the ancient laws and Jiatutes, 
parlements are to be held very often, the fittin g  and holding 
o f  parlements p a l l  not be intermitted above three years at 
the m of.

Y e t  notwithilanding, this additional ilatute, to inforce 
the Ireqiient calling and holding o f  parlements, was but 
little obferved. T h e  King  being himfelf bribed and cor
rupted againil the intereft o f  his country, by a penfion 
from it’ s natural enemy, fet himfelf upon bribing and
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corrupting his parlement, in the fame fhameful,  fecret 
manner, not being hardy enough openly to corrupt the 
Servants o f  the Public, the Reprefentatives o f  the People 
in parlement, by places and penfions, as has fince been 
too frequently prafrifed, in the molt open and fhamelefs 
manner.
' But, for the better effecting the pernicious purpofe o f  
poifoning the vital fpring o f  the conftitution, by corrupt
ing the Mem bers ; it was found ncceiiary to prolong the 
duration o f  the parlement, contrary to public and royal 
faith, to jutlice and the laws. In this bafe fcheme, the 
perjured Com m ons readily confpired, for their own fecret, 
limiter, temporary emolument, regardlefs of  their duty 
to their country and Conilituents. T h is  parlement was 
continued for eighteen years, perpetrated much mifchief 
in their day, laved the foundation o f  much more in ours, 
and acquired to themfelves the infamous epithet of the 
penftoned parlement. Happy for us, if  none other had 
llnce merited the obprobrious titule.

Complaints o f  the manifold evils attending long parle
ments, at the revolution, brought forth the declaration, 
in the convention, that parlements ought to be frequently 
held. Y e t ,  though this, with the other articles o f  the 
declaration were ratified by the Prince, and a parlement 
afterwards was annually called ; it was not judged a fuf- 
ficient fecurity for this fundamental right And therefore 
a brll pafled both Houfes for  tbe frequent meeting and cal
ling o f  parlements, but to the indelible reproach of  the 
adminiftration, was reje£led by the throne. Several at
tempts to obtain fuch a law were made in fucceding fef- 
fions, but they mifcarried, by the wicked contrivances o f  
minifters in the Commons.  But by the perfeverance o f  
fome faithful Mem bers,  a bill for the purpofe at length 
palled both houfes and received the royal affent, the fixth 
o f  W illiam  and M ary.

T h e  words o f  the preamble o f  this memorable ftatute 
are very remarkable ; to wit ,  Whereas by the anti en t 
laws and flatutcs o f  the kingdomy parlements ou^ht to be



frequently called and held. And whereas frequent new parle
ments tend very much to the happy union and food agreement 
op the King and his People. Therefore it was inaóted, that 
parlements íhould be triennial, U c.

i  has, you lee a conteft continually maintained between 
the people, for preferving their undeniable (hare in the 
government, by a frequent and free eíeÓtion o f  their 
Reprefentatives and the crown, for aboliihing parlements, 
protracting their duration, alienating them from their 
affection and duty, from their connexion with and juil 
dependence upon their Conftituents, and lo perverting 
them from being the delegated Minifters o f  the People 
ana the Guardians of their rights and liberties, for a li
mned time, to be the abje£t, lawlefs Creatures of- Mini- 
iters and the wcrft and moft dangerous tools o f  arbitrary 
power and tyranny, for an unlimited time. Dreadful 
peryerfion ! yet fuch was the cafe before the ftatute for 
the limitation was obtained, not without reluctance and 
reilrairt, even from our great Deliverer.

' B y  this law, which was undoubtedly to he confidered in 
the number o f  the fundamental and unalterable, the rights 
of the People to change their Reprefentatives, inftead of 
once a year or ofterer, to once in three years, was eftablifticd. 
T h e  People were not capable o f  giving their Members a 
longer term, they could invert their Reprefentatives with 
their privileges, authorities and powers for three years 
and no longer. And the perfons, elefled for this term, 
ceafed to be the Minifters and Reprefentatives o f  the 
People, the day in which the limited term expired. 
Neither the hrft or fécond eftate, jointly or feverally could* 
by law, or agreeable to any rule o f  juftice, public faith 
or found policy, p r o tra â  the duration o f  parlement a 
fingle day, or an hour beyond the limited time. And 
much iefs could the Commons concur in fuch an illicit 
prolongation, without betraying their country, and the 
moft facred rights o f  their Conftituents and ward, without 
the blacked perfidy and Traifon.

It
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I f  ihe Commons, even with the concurrence o f  the 
other eitates o f  the legislature, could protract the parle
ment beyond the limited time, for which the People 
chofe, appointed and intruded them, a year, a day or aa 
hour, they had an equal right to make themfelves perpe- . 
tual or to aboliih the inlVitution. 1  he C om m ons,  when 
once they exceded ti.e limited duration, cealed to be the 
chofen Reprefentatives and Truftees o f  the People;  they 
became the Creatures and T o o k  o f  iliicit power, whole 
Reprefentatives alone they were to he confidejed.

ï  et, unanfwerable as thefe and many other arguments, 
which might be adduced, muft appear, a parlement was 
found in a late regne, who, while there was above a year 
or the time o f  their lawful duration unexpired, thought 
fit to diflolve their compact with their C onftituerts, to 
prolong their own exigence for four years beyo id the 
time, lor which they were ele£lcd, to make ard extend 
the duration o f  that and all fucceding parlements, from 
three to feven years.

Hateful and flagrant as thofe breaches of  public faith 
and o f  the laws and ifaiutes, and thole invaiîons o f  the 
rights o f  the people may appear in England, there were 
fU l  worle committed in Ireland: For,  while we have 
always had an equal titule with our neighbours to free and 
frequent eleftions, parlements were called or not called, 
intermitted or prolonged, at the difcretion o f  the miniltry. 
A nd while the laws o f  the great Edw ard  I I Í, were in 
full force, our parlements knew no limits to their dura
tion, but the demife of  the K in g ,  till now.

N o  wonder then, that in fuch parlements, the facred 
rights o f  the people and even the very effence o f  the 
conilitution were proilituted and proflratcd to the will of  
every corrupt tool fent to rule us.

T h e  bed of  parlements have fome time prefumed to 
lay fome clame to omnipotence. And precedents are 
generally fo powerful in parlementary procedings, that 
one parlement often avowedly follows the example o f  
another, even in a different kingdom.

C  3 I f
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I f  then, a bill moved and d if la ted .by  the lords, for 
no commoner, however he might concur in fuch a m o 
tion, could be found hardy enough to propofe fuch a 
breach of  public faith, fuch a fubverfion of the conilitu- 
tion \ to extend the duration of the then prefent and fu 
ture pailements, fronvthree to feven “years was with fo 
little oppoiltion or diflike received and agreed to by the 
commons of England ; what may be expected in this 
kingdom, where the prefent limitation bill has met with 
iuch powerful opponents and fo few real friends in it’s 
paflage ? what is more likely than that, in fome fhort 
t ime, it s open and fecret opponents will confpire and re- 
pcle it oi piotiacl the duration beyond the bounds o f  law, 
reafon, juftice, good policy and common fenfe ?

W hat has been may be. L ook  to your rights, m y 
Friencis, in time; it is you alone that can obviaie the 
ciieaded evil, by wifdom, and virtue, freedom and forti- 

3 •  I i  you do not manfully, feafonahly
exert your piudence and judgement in yrour elections, you 

r‘°  nght to expe£t the like good qualities or common 
fenle or integrity in your rep&efentatives, confequently, 
you cannot be allured o f  the continuance of the oâen n i-  
al law, for a fingie feiîîon ?

W o u ld  it not then be prudent, after you exert the 
utmoft judgement and virtue in your choice, to initrucfc 
and conjure your reprefentatives, to oppofe every motion 
and tendency to repele this law, and never to coníent to 
any fuch repele, unlefs immediately to obtain a shorter 
limitation ? or rather, would it not be a proper and nc- 
ceflaiy teif, not to vote for the election o f  any man, 
w ho openly or fecretly oppofed this law, or who did not’ 
i f  then a member o f  the legiflature, ufe his utmoft 
means, to promote the paffing o f  the law ? or, who does 
not promife if ele£ied, to ufe his confiant and utmoft en
deavors to continue the prefent limitation or to obtain 
a fhorter ? this 1 fubmit to your prudent determination.

I f  then, from former invafions o f  your conflitution, 
from various later attempt», fuccefsful or unfuccefsful, to

invade
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invade your rights and liberties, to treat your parlement* 
with contempt, to influence or fet at nought your e le£ l-  
on% to corrupt and proflitue them eleQed ; if all endea
vors have been made to transfer the executive power o f  
this kingdom, to another, to offer the d i la t e s  o f  power 
to be palled into laws by the legiflature, as the remnant 
o f  the gallic parlements are forced to regiitcr and in- 
force the d i l a t e s  o f  their tyrant or his minifters; i f  you 
be held in perpetual danger o f  lofing your liberties, 
your  facred rights to frequent parlements, and now to 
free elections, at left, once in eight years;  if even a 
proclamation for calling a new parlement is not to be 
iflued, without wounding you in a tender point ; I  con
jure you to confider your circumflances, with due care 
and attention, before it be too late, dnd exert the ut- 
mofl judgment, circumfpe£hon, prudence anti freedom 
in your choice of members, and fo promote and fupport 
the true intereil:, the glory and honor of the crown, by 
fending fit and worthy reprefentatives to counfil the fove- 
rqtne, to refcue the crown out o f  the hands o f  defigning, 
faithiefs or ignorant minifters and to preferve inviolate 
yoiir freedom and rights from generation to generation.

T h e r e  never was a time, when the eUctors o f  Ireland 
had lefs excufe for floth or fupinenefs or for pleading ig 
norance o f  their duty and circumftances, than the pre- 
fcnt. Y o u  are all well inflructed in the A ate of the na
tion, you know -your rights, you know the relation and 
connexion o f  the ele&ors to the elected. ou know 
the requisite characters and qualifications, the institution, 
office and duty of reprefentatives. Y o u  know the honor 
and dignity o f  the crown, the fafety and liberty o f  the 
people, your all depends upon the' fenfe and virtue of 
your delegates and on yours primarily in the. choice of
them. A

M o l t  o f  you have been generally fo attentive to pu b
lic tranfadions, that you cannot be Grangers'to the con- 
d u a  and charaders o f  your late reprefentatives and
other candidates : you m u lt  know w ho m  it it is incum-
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bent upon you to choofe and whom you cannot choofe 
or truit.

Y o u  cannot wifely or juitly withhold your fufFrages from 
thole who have g.vcn the proper proofs o f  their loyalty, 
juft.ce-, judgment integrity, independence, freedom and 

ort.tude, and o f  their unwearied attention and care in 
the difcharge of  your truft. Such and fuch alone d e n i e d  
the free iuffrages of all that are or wi/h to be free; it is 
perfidy and perjury to deny them, or to j ive them to the 
oppofite charaiters, knowing them to be fuch

L o o k  then on I he other fide. Aik  your own honeft, 
unbiaiied and uninfluenced hearts, i f  vou may truft mtn 
w ho baft and can live onely, in the funihine o f  a court ; 
w ho cringe and fawn upon the worft and m od infamous 
io o ls  or power, to procure the gratification o f  their 

pride, vanity, avarice or necefiity, with rank, precedence, 
titules, colored firings or feathers, or with ufeiefs and 
espenfive places or more waftefi.I and deftruáive pen
sions ? Can thefe be fit to be trufted with the arduous 
attairs o f  l.ate, with the defence and fupport o f  the con
stitution or with confilling the crown, or averting the 
rights of the People? None but a Fool can think fo.
N o  wife man can truft a Knave or fend a Fool o f  his 
errand.

O the r  clafles may be found, as little intituled to your
regard and confidence, as thofe who profefledly fall in
with, and as it were officially and promifcuoufly, piomote
the beft or the worft meafurcs o f  the beft or the vvorit
mimfters, without diftindion. Y o u  will readily judge, I
mean thofe who expend their fortunes to obtain feats by
bnbery,  corruption and other finifter influence, without 
any other view, than

Grow ing great by their revenues fpent, 
r -And flying from Bailifis into parlement, 
r h e  views of thefe Men are as obvious as thofe ot 

^e_n as afliime the characters o f  patriots, and pro- 
miicuouily oppofe ail meaiures, right and wrong, without 
cliUinction, and that onely to make their weight and confe-
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quence known and to intitule them to the higher wag eg 
ot proilitution, from an abandoned minillry.

Y o u  muil ever remember to avoid fuch men as attempt 
to lay the eleâors under any degree of undue influence, 
from the weight of  power, to the paltry pernicious bribe 
or ininaring entertainment. W h o  lays an l̂eótoi* under 
any unjuil biafs or reilraint, or procures or fufftrs it to be 
done by others, is certainly a tyrant in his nature, and pro
bably has fubjetfed and inflaved himfelf for the purpuie of  
inflaving others.

1 he lover and true friend to his country, fo far from 
accepting an ele&ion upon fuch unjuil, ilavifh and anti- 
conllitutional terms, muil difdain the offer. Can he be 
hoped to aflert your rights and liberties in parlement, who 
gets there under the influence of  power or evil miniiters, 
by ii.ilaving and corrupting the eleélors, by poifoning the 
great fource of  political health, and lapping the very 
foundation of  the conilitution, the iice election of  the 
commons ?

Let thofe candidates, who have not hitherto ferved in 
parlement, give the neceflary and proper proofs o f  their 
qualification and fuflPer their capacities and chara&er, to be 
brought to thejuileft apd niceil teils, before you can think 
of  voting for them. And let thofe who have ferved, give a 
juil account o f  their ítewardíhip cr  fervice. It is your 
indifpenfable duty to examine and to confider their atten- 
dence,their afTduity and care in thedifcharge of their duty.
If you find that, in general, not above half the members o f  ■ 
the kingdom give their attendance, and for thegreatefl part 
o f  the lail feiTion, not one third and fometimes, not one 
fixth attended ;you have an undoubted right to inquire who 
were the delinquents, and the caufes of  the delinquency, 
and treat them as they deferve.

Y o u  are next to examine the condu6t and the motives 
o f  the conduct o f  thofe, who did attend, fee what bills they 
introduced what motion they made or fupported. See 
what good meafures or bad, they promoted or countenan
ced, rejected or oppofed. See what favors they obtained 

. or
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or fought from the miniftry, and for what caufesand con- 
ftderations. Learn thefe interefting truths, and then judge 
like free men, worthy o f  the facred truft repofed in you, 
that o f  reinftituting and preferving the conflitution o f  your 
country.

As there is no trufl fo important, fo facred, as this, the 
laws are in no inftance more explicit than in declaring 
that a l l  E l e c t i o n s  s h a i  l  bf,  f r e e .  Fieedom is the 
neceiiary criterion o f  election : T h e  very word implies 
freedom ; for who can make a choice, that is not free.' 
Others may nominate or appoint ; but none, that is not 
free can make a choice.

But this freedom does not imply, that the ele&or may 
arbitarily difpoieof his vote. It is a public truft, repofed 
în him, for the good o f  fociety, and he is to diípoíe of it, 
not by compulfion or unjuft influence, not even at will ; 
but according to the beft of his information and judgment, 
to the man beft qualified and diipofed to promote the 
good o f  fociety, by which alone, the ends o f  the inftitu- 
tion can be anfwered. *

T h e  elector being free in his choice is the beft fecurity 
for the freedom of the eieóted : As it is next to having no 
houfe of  commons, to have one dependent upon the lords 
or the king; it is neceffary the eleÓor ihould be under the 
influence o f  neither. An election made under the influ
ence or direction o f  a lord o f  parlement, is againit the re- 
peted refolutions of the houfe of  commons o f  each king
dom, and therefore, always declared void.

I f  then the lords, who are guardians and truftees, though 
not reprefentatives-of the people, may not interfere in the 
ele&ions o f  the commons ; how much more dangerous 
and hateful is it, that members o f  parlement ihould be 
ele&ed under the influence or direction o f  the crown or 
it ’ s miniftcrs ? T h is  is another method of aboliihing the 
power, authority and weight of  the people, in the com
mons, and can be equaled in vice and illegality o f  proced- 
ing, by nothing but the bribing iyid corrupting the chofen 
members, with places, penfions or promifes. T h e  mi-
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ni lier, who is capable ci this pervemon of order, freedom 
and independence, mull: be an enemy to (he king and con- 
ftitution o f  his country, and he w ho fubmiis to the abul'e 
is a perjured llave.

Y e t ,  deteilable and deitrufitve as this crime is, the time 
was, even in England, when the public treafure was there 
lhamcfully fquandered*, in bribing and corrupting the' elec
tors at every ele&ion, until an eafier expedient was dif- 
covcred, by bribing the elected foon after t-heir return, by 
putting them into fome ot the multiplied uielefs and bur- 
deniome offices and places, many o f  them created for the 
purpofe, or inlifting them in thofe wortl and moil infa- 
mous o f  all minifterial hirelings, the band o f  penil- 
oners.

T h e  care our miniilers have generally taken to prevent 
any redundance in our treaiury, has rendered the former 
fcheme more difficult than the later, which has been moil 
generally praâifed and with the beft fucccfs.

A t  prefent, indeed, the former project cannot fo well be 
carried into execution, as neither caih nor credit abounds 
in the treafury. H o w  far the later may be praâifed time 
alone can evince. 11 is yours, M y  friends ! to return fuch 
members as difdain every degree o f  corruption, fuch as 
are incapable of  admitting any influence but that o f  their 
conftituents And this is only to be done by exerting 
your befl: judgement with freedom in your choice : ?or ,  
though by the wifidom and fpirit o f  the laws, by which 
parlements themfelves were inftituted, each eilate o f  the 
legiilature is to be ablolutely tree and independent ot each 
other, and though this be more exprefsly provided, as moil 
eflentially neceflary for the commons ; yet from the de
pravity o f  human nature, no written law has yet been ob
tained in this kingdom, to prevent the lordsor the miniilers 
o f  the crown from interfering in elections, or from influ- 
enceing or corrupting the electors or the ele£ted. So that 
the commons alone can aifert and vindicate their own free
dom and honour, and preferve themfelves unconnected

with
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v/'.th and independent upon the peerage or the power o f  
o f  evil governors or minifters. Bur, unlefs the eledors he 
judicious, difmterefted and free in their choice, they muii 
look for an houfe of  commons made up of the creatures 
and depend* n s o f  the peers or the tools and ftaves of  the 
minifters of power, which muft at once overturn tlie civil 
constitution, and intime, inflave the whole nation.

i bus, you fee, the prefervation ot your own rights and 
liberties a:;d the upholding the beft known lÿflem of go- 
vernment, primarily and chiefly, if not folely depends up
on the wiidom and virtue of  the people in their choice o f  
reprefentatives, it then you let flip the happy opportu
nity, how deferved muft be your bondage, how great your 
condemnation !

But, there is one inftnnce, which is too little attended 
to, in which your freedom in elections isiecured by a writ
ten law, 1 mean the ftatute of  tiie fécond o f  George  i.
chapter xix.------ ï his wifely guards againft the ordinary
and often the moft fucceisful means uied to bribe and cor
rupt fome o f  the electors, by taking thém off their guard, 
by viliating their morals or intoxicating their fenfes.

Jt is too well known, that many candidates who hardly 
designed to fpeak to, or even to know, an eleófor, except 
while an ele&ion Was depending, and to whofe princely 
prefence, or perhaps hall the honeft freemen or freeholder, 
of the lower clafs of  fortune, though equal to the moft 
opulent, could hardly hope for accefs, unlefs when their 
votes were a wanting to fill up a vacancy ; it is well 
known that upon thefe occafions and thefe only, certain 
haughty candidates for a while unbend their pride and va
nity, pay court to the ele&ors, w hom they before treated 
with contempt, and ftill do fecretly defpife and diidain, 
ialute and greet them with blandiihments, invite them to 
their houfes or to taverns, and there load them with pre- 
lents, or promifes, or with meat or drink, till the honeft 
voter, thus is deprived o f  his fenfes, is infnared and tre
panned, and like the brute beaft, led to the iTiambles for

(laughter
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(laughter, not feeing the foul difgrace put upon him, or 
difcerning how he fells his inheritance For a mefs o f  po
tage anti facrifices to his bellv, or to Satan, freedom and 
happinefs o f  his country, of himfelf and poYTeritv.

Againfl: this fhameful debauchery and perverfion. the 
legidatures o f  both kingdoms, wifely leconding the laws 
o f  G od and nature, have exprcfsly provided by the flatutea 
o f  the fevénth o f  Wil l iam III. in England, and by that o f
G e o rg e  I before mentioned, in this kingdom.--------- By
this, it is inailed, that “  no perfon to be elected to ferve 
“  in parlement for any county, city or borough, after tlie 
<£ tell o f  the writ or fummons to parlement, upon the

calling or fummoning o f  any parlement hereafter, 
<e /hall by himfelf, his friends or agents, or any emplov- 
<c ed on his behalf and at his coil and charge before his 
ce ele6tion to ferve in parlement for any county, city  or 
4C borough, direft ly or indire&y, give, prefent or allow, 
“  to any perfon, having vote or a voice in fuch elections, 
“  any mony, meat, drink, entertainment or provifion, or 
“  make anv prefent, gift,  reward or entertainment, or 
“  (hall make any promile, agreement, obligation or en- 
ic gagement, to give or allow any money,  meat, drink, 
<c provifion, prefent, entertainment or reward to anyfuch 
€€ perfons in particular, or to any fuch county, city or 
“  borough in general, or for the ufe, benefit, employ- 
“  ment, profit or preferment, of any fuch perfons or 
“  places in order to be elected or for being elefted to 
(< ferve in parlement, for fuch county, city or bo- 
“  rough.’ ’

T h u s  divine and human laws confpire to fecure the 
virtue and freedom, the morals, and honor o f  both of the 
candidate and o f  the eleótors. He muft pay but little re
gard to cither, who allures, influences, tempts or profii- 
tutes, or who fuffers himfelf to be fraudulently, viciorflv 
and illegally allured, influenced, tempted, proilituted or 
betrayed ; either muft be an enemy to his country, a dii- 
crace and lhame to the conftitution.

And
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And now, my beloved and honored countrymen and 
i&liow citizens, brethren and friends ! if you have, which 
is not to be doubted, the natural delire to get the breaches 
made upon the civil conilitution repartd, the wounds 
given the kingdom and it’s cities and towns corporate, 
healed ; your lofled or withheld rights and liberties re
stored, the incroachments upon the civil power and the 
infults too frequently offered both to the legiilative and 
evemive powers o f  the nation, refented, oppofed and 
guarded againit tor the future; if  you wifh, as fure you 
inuíl,  to preferve the remnant o f  liberties left you, and 
particularly the facred privilege fo long with-held and fo 
ha rdly obtained, that by which you arc now called toge
ther, the act for limiting the duration o f  parlements; 
as you wifh well to the conilitution, under which alone 
your lives and properties, your religious and civil rights 
and liberties are to be freely and fecurely enjoyed; as 
you prize the great revolution and it’s happy confequences ; 
as you would promote and fecure the freedom and welfare 
of your neighbours ; as you tender the glory and honor 
o f  the crown, and the true infereil, the freedom ànd 
happinefsof  your country of  yourfelves and poflerity ; I 
conjure you to provide the onely means o f  obtaining or 
infuring thefe great bleilings, a  w i s e ,  a  d i s i n t e 

r e s t e d ,  A N  I N D E P E N D E N T ,  A  L O Y A L ,  A  F R E E  
H O U S E  O F  C O M M O N S ,  that onely impregnable 
bulwark of your liberties, that onely fure means of fecu- 
ring, improving and ftrcngthening the eilabliihed conili- 
tution in church and flate, which is onely to be effe&ed or 
hoped from the wifdom and virtue o f  the Eleftors. T h is  
is the moil favourable and happy opportunity, which gra
cious providence has put into your hands. I f  you let this 
flip, who can lay, you may ever have another ? you 
cannot hope it, as you will not have deferved the 
bleifing

I fhould not conclude, without offering to the red o f  
m y Countrymen and Fellow-Subjeóts, the example o f  
m y moil beloved and honoured Brethren and Fellovv

Citi-
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Citizens o f  this capital, were I not myfelf  one of the 
Objeóts o f  their choice ; but modefty mull yield to juftice 
and gratitude, to an honeft pride, and permit m e, for m y 
country, as well as myfelf, nioft fincerely and heartily to 
thank if not to applaud, them, for the great example o f  
that coniiitutional virtue, o f  that difintereftednefs,i n d e 
pendence and freedom, o f  that regard to the great law,  
which, under G o d ,  is owing to their per fevering virtues 
under which the ÈleÔors o f  the kingdom are now fo un- 
e x p e & e d lÿ  called together, in firft, ïn calling their h u m 
ble and faithful iervant from obicurity to an exalted dati
on, and from p e r f e c t io n  and banilhment,  fuifered for 
their fervice, to the moft exalted honor in the moil im
portant trull.

N o r  did they lofe fight q{ their Servant in the high 
office, in which they placed him. T h e y  attended to his 
public conduft ,  they ftlengthened him with their coun
cils and inilru£lions, they fupported him with their weight, 
they honored him with generous acknowledgments 
and the moft diftirguiihed marks o f  confidence and af- 
fe£tion.

But their generofity did not flop here. T h e  limitation 
bill was no fooner pailed, than they called upon their 
Servant again, with repeted marks o f  their regard and 
confidence, defired he ihould again fland a Candidate for 
one o f  the ci ty ’ s feats, and afTured him o f  their fup- 
porting his eledion upon the fame difmterefted motives as 
before, free from all expence.

It was impoifible for a man indued with a flighter fenle 
o f  gratitude and freedom, to refiil the generous call. 
And therefore, 1 have declared myfelf intirely devoted to 
their fervice.— W e r e  1 confcious of  merit,  equal to the 
freedom and greatnefs of  foul thus manifefted by my late, 
ever to be honored and admired Conilituents ; 1 ihould 
fay to the reft o f  my Countrymen and Fellow-Subjeds,  
go you and do likew ije ; fince fuch a conduct, tho’ to an 
inferior object,  while it bids fair to fave the conftitu
tion and fecure it’s blcffings to lateft-pofterity, can alone

do

[ 47 ]



do real honor to the Reprefentatives and Conflitu-

cnts. , . ,
It would be unpardonable in this place, to omit the 

grateful acknowledgments due to numbers o f  my worthy 
fellow Subjects, in other parts o f  the kingdom, who 
have cxprefted their attention and regards to me, with 
the moil extraordinary public marks of  their approbation 
and favor. Among thefe, I muil name with equal grati
tude and pride, the great city o f  Cork, the town o f  Ennis 
and the Gentlemen o f  the counties ot Galway and 
Mayo.

T h e  applaufe of  the free and virtuous, and the aver- 
fion of Slaves and Knaves, though in the moil exalted 
dations, are alike deíireable, alike eflimable in my light. 
And therefore, with equal pride, I mention the one and 
the other.

However induilnous, however artful, however fecret 
the machination o f  your Enemies, which muft be mine 
o f  courfe, have been carried on, as fuch fhould have 
been, in the dark ; they are not unknown to me.— I am 
perfectly fenfible, that the fame power, which has at
tempted many other invasions of  your rights, which were 
by my vigilance and care foiled and fruilrated, that very 
power, whoaudaciouily and impiouily (lopped the progrefs 
o f  many excellent bills, and particularly procured the 
reje&ion o f  the exception in favor o f  Dublin , in the 
qualification bill, has had recourfe to every low and bafe 
means to fubvert the freedom o f  the city in her choice o f  
Members.

1 well know the influence, the fubfcription, the bribes 
held out, the powerful fupport promifed to any Man that 
could be procured to iland a Candidate, for one o f  the 
c ity ’s feats in parlement, in oppofition to me.

I have been well informed o f  the abule and mifrepre- 
fentation o f  my conduct and charaóter fo liberally dealt 
about, under the role, to prejudice me in the eyes o f  my 
Fellow-Citizens. I am induilriouily branded with dif- 
affe<5tion and difrefpect to government, and as a Perfon

run-
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S H S T *  10 ' he mo<l " ife !'n d -'u '1 " » * «  o f

I íhall fay no more,  till I fee, w he ther  it be pofllble or 
not,  that any Lurcher  fhould be produced out of  the dark 
and fecret recettes o f  minirterial myftery, to furprife the 
free and independent Eletfors c f  the metropolis, when

S - 2  i l ™ are likely 10 be in ^ d in ° lh"  * * -

"W lien this IS done I fnall produce fuch proofs o f  my
duty,  allegiance affection and fidelity to m y  Sovererne 
o f  uch profa d fp e a  t0 his Vicegerem ^  J W g
Mimfters,  and fuch atteftations, even under the hands o f  
mine Lnemies,  which in fuch inftances m av be believed 
c f  the integrity of  m y  conduft  and c h a r t e r ,  as m ay

m v  V  t, r an^ - a n d S  b,U<h and tremble and vindicate 
clioice. enS 10 theirdifinterefted, free and honeft

I  here have propofed no teft, that I  am not ready myfelf 
to take And every honeft M an  has a right to put m e  to

2 S  ’  '  “ nd " n ‘ « o r

I have the honor o f  being,

W i t h  the utmoft fincerity and truth,

M l  M O S T  D E A R  a nd  H O N O U R E D  C O U N T R Y M E N

and F k l l o w -Su b j e c t s ,  B r e t h r e n  and
r  R I E N D S  !

Y o u r  moil  faithful,

And m oil  devoted,

Humble Servant,
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H enry-Street, 
D ublin ,

June  23,  1768.

C . . L U C A S ,
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